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PREFACE. 


HE  portion  of  European  Annals  included  in  this 


Volume^  is,  perhaps,  beyond  example,  even  in 
thofe  of  the  years  immediately  preceding,  marked  with 
events  of  the  deepeft  intereft  to  the  prefent  age  and  to 
pofterity.  The  War  in  the  Peninfula  continued  to  offer 
the  fpe&acle  of  a  gallant  people  perfevering  in  the  de- 
fence  of  their  independence,  under  every  discourage¬ 
ment  which  enormous  difparity  of  force,  and  the  imbe¬ 
cility,  and  not  unfrequent  treachery  of  their  leaders, 
could  oppofe  to  their  exertions.  The  reverfes  fuftained 
by  the  patriots  in  the  field,  were,  in  many  inftances, 
confiderable ;  but  they  Scarcely  affe6ted  the  opinions  of 
thofe  whofe  anticipations  of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the 
caufe,  had  been  founded,  not  upon  any  calculation  of 
the  military  means  which  the  people  might  be  able  to 
oppofe  to  their  invaders,  but  in  a  reliance  upon  the 
moral  refources,  afforded  by  the  pride,  the  ardour,  the 
inflexible  obftinacy  of  purpoSe,  which  was  known  to 
diftinguifh  the  Spanifh  character.  A  new  era  in  the 
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War  was  marked  by  the  advance  of  a  Britifh  army,  un¬ 
der  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley,  to  co-operate  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  Eftremadura.  The  political  refults  of  the 
bloody  vi&ory  achieved  by  our  troops  at  Talavera, 
might  at  firft  appear  inadequate  ;  but  the  pledge  which 
it  gave  of  the  pofitive  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh  foldier 
in  the  day  of  battle,  was,  by  many,  confidered  as  fully 
compenfating  all  the  hazard  and  Ioffes  of  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  molt  diftinguifhing  events  of  the  year,  however, 
took  place  in  Germany :  a  fourth  attempt  was  made  by 
Auftria  to  liberate  herfelf  and  the  Continent  from  the 
infolent  tyranny  of  France,  but  met  with  ill  fuecefs 
more  rapid  and  decifive  even  than  that  which  had  at¬ 
tended  her  former  mifdirefted  efforts  in  1806.  The  re¬ 
paration  and  confequent  deltru6lion  or  difperfion  of 
the  feveral  Auflrian  corps  in  Bavaria,  was  quickly  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  fall  of  the  capital.  A  conflihl  of  almofl 
unexampled  obflinacy  and  bloodfbed  enfued  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  the  hopes  of  Europe 
revived,  when  Napoleon  was,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  feen  re¬ 
tiring  from  the  field  with  immenfe  lofs,  and  under  cir- 
cumftances  apparently  of  almoft  complete  difcomfiture. 
But  the  fubfequent  inaction,  whether  juftifiable  or  not, 
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of  the  Archduke,  repreffed  thefe  expectations,  which 
were  finally  deftroyed  by  the  battle  of  Wagram,  and  the 
negotiations  which  immediately  followed.  An  animat¬ 
ing  contrail  to  thefe  fcenes  of  Imperial  weaknefs,  was 
afforded  by  the  infurre&ion  of  the  Tyrolefe  peafantry  ; 
and  cruel  and  melancholy  as  was  the  refult  of  their  at¬ 
tempt,  the  philofophical  politician  was,  in  fome  degree, 
confoled  by  the  new  teftimony  it  gave  of  the  energies  of 
action  and  endurance,  of  which  unperverted  man  is  ca¬ 
pable,  when  at  length  aroufed  to  the  affertion  of  his 
rights  by  the  contumely  of  a  tyrannous  ufurpation.  The 
intimations  of  the  tone  of  feeling  prevailing  in  Germany, 
elicited  by  the  movements  of  Schill  and  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  afforded  a  prefage  not  lefs  encouraging  of 
the  advantages,  which,  under  more  favourable  circum- 
ilances,  might  be  taken  of  this  difpolition  to  overthrow 
the  domination  by  which  that  people  was  degraded  and 
oppreffed. 

A  great  revolution  in  Sweden  by  which  a  foreign  fob 
dier  of  fortune  was  raifed  to  the  crown  of  that  kingdom, 
Teemed  to  complete  the  fyftem  of  French  influence  on 
the  Continent.  Of  the  events  more  appropriate  to 
Engliih  hiftory,  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt  ftands  un¬ 
happily  the  moft  prominent.  We  have  given  the  narra¬ 
tive  of  that  ill-fated  attempt  with  confiderable  detail.,  re¬ 
fer  ving 
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ferving  for  the  following  year  the  more  direft  difcuffion  of 
its  merits. 

The  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  1809,  are  particu¬ 
larly  interefting.  The  inveftigation  of  the  charges  brought 
againft  the  Duke  of  York  abforbed  the  public  attention 
in  a  manner  a i molt  unprecedented  in  our  hiftory,  and 
the  whole  talent  of  the  houfe  was  exerted  to  the  utmoft 
in  the  lengthened  difcuftions  which  took  place  upon  it 
The  agitation  of  this  matter  naturally  fuggefted  the  re¬ 
vival  of  the  queftion  of  reform*  the  debates  upon  which 
are  more  efpecialiy  remarkable,  as  containing  the  laft, 
and,  perhaps,  the  mo  ft  admirable  productions  of  the 
wifdom  and  eloquence  of  the  late  Mr.  Windham. 
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Campaign  in  Spain.  Appointment  of  Sir  John  Moore  to  the  Command  of  the 
Troops.  Plan  of  the  Campaign .  Reinforcement  under  Sir  David  Baird . 
General  Order  to  the  Proops.  March  of  the  Troops  in  two  frparaie  Divifons. 
1  he  General  leaves  Lijhon.  Reaches  Salamanca.  His  def  ponding  P ievj  of  the 
State  of  Affairs.  Arrival  of  Sir  Davia  Baird  at  Corunna.  Delay  of 
his  Landing.  Situation  of  the  Engljh  Army  as  dejcribed  in  the  Generals 
Letter  to  Mr.  Frere.  Remijfnejs  of  the  Spanijh  Government .  Nevus  of 
the  Defeat  of  Cajhinos  arrives ,  and  Moore  rejolves  to  retreat.  Orders 
Baird  to  fall  back .  Difcontent  of  the  Army  upon  this  Meafure .  Letter 
arrives  from  Mr.  frere  frongly  dijfuadrng  it.  Defpatches  from  the 
Spanijh  Minifers .  Cafelfranco  and  Morla  begging  the  Advance  of  the 
Army.  Charmilly  arrives  the  fame  Day  from  the  Engljh  Ambaffador 
mf arcing  the  Nedjjity  of  the  fame  Meafure.  Moore  fuf pends  his  Dejigns% 
recalls  Bairdy  and  prepares  to  make  a  forward  Movement.  Charmilly 
ordered  to  leave  Head-quarters.  He  learns  the  Fail  of  Madrid.  De- 
f patch  from  Colonel  Graham.  Plan  of  the  Advance.  Detachments  of 
the  Enemy  fur pr  fed  by  the  Cavalry  under  Lord  Paget.  Def  patch  from 

Berthier  to  Soult  interceptedy  containing  an  Account  of  the  Dijpoftion  of 
the  Enemy  ’s  Forces.  Moore  moves  upon  loro,  and  orders  Baird  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Benevente .  Lord  Paget  cuts  off  a  Detachment  of  the  Enemy*  s 
Cavalry  at  Sohagun,  to  which  Place  Head-quarters  are  transferred. 
P ropofed  Attack  upon  Soult  abandoned  upon  the  Receipt  of  Intelligence  of 
the  Advance  of  Buonaparte  from  Madrid.  Communications  with  Portugal 
threatened.  Moore  determines  to  retreat.  Dj content  of  the  'Troops,  Falls 
Vol,  LI.  or  Vql.  IX.  New  Series,.  [ A ]  hack 
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back  upon  the  Eslar.  Cavalry  rencontre  at  May  or  go.  M if  con  dull  of  the 
Army ,  General  Or  dr  ijfued  animadverting  upon  it.  A  Detachment  of 
the  French  Guard  / urprijed  by  Lord  Paget.  The  Army  reaches  AJlorga  : 
continues  to  retreat ,  purfued  by  Soult .  Stores  abandoned .  Difcontent  and 
Dijirejs  of  the  Army .  Buonaparte  difcontinues  the  Purfuit  in  Perfon  at 
AJlorga .  March  by  Villa  Franca  to  Lugo.  Abandonment  of  Stores  and 
Baggage.  Moore  offers  Battle  at  Lugot  vohich  is  not  accepted .  Retreat 
continued .  Dijlrefs  of  the  Army  aggravated.  At  length  reaches  Co¬ 
runna ,  vo here  a  Pojition  is  taken  up  to  cover  the  Embarkation.  The 
Enemy  attack.  Battle  of  Corunna.  Death  of  Sir  John  Moore.  The 
Enemy  completely  defeated.  The  Troops  embark  in  the  courfe  of  the 


Night  and  the  follovoing  Morning, 
and  Conduct  of  the  Campaign . 

PON  the  recal  of  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  and  the  refigna- 
tion  of  General  Burrard,  the  chief 
command  of  the  army  in  Portugal, 
as  we  have  already  dated,  devolved 
upon  Sir  John  Moore  ;  who  not 
long  alter  received  a  defpatch  from 
the  fecretary  at  war,  definitively 
confirming  him  in  that  important 
poll.  No  appointment  could  well 
have  been  more  popular  with  the 
army,  or  more  fatisfadory  to  the 
public  in  general  :  Sir  John  Moore 
podedfed,  perhaps  beyond  any  offi¬ 
cer  in  the  fervice,  the  confidence 
and  refped  of  both  ;  and  his  nomi¬ 
nation  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  afforded  the  faired  prefage 
of  the  profperous  refult  of  their 
operations. 

The  intended  nature  of  thefe 
operations  was  fufficiently  explain¬ 
ed  in  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  difpatch. 
The  convention  of  Cintra  took 
place  on  the  30th  of  Auguft,  and 
five  days  afterwards  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  that  event  was  known  in 
London.  The  meafure  of  fending 
an  army  into  the  north  of  Spain 
had  already  been  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  government,  but  was 
delayed,  in  part  from  the  want  of 
tranfports,  arifing  from  the  obliga¬ 
tion  we  had  impofed  on  ourfelves 


General  Obfervations  on  the  Plan 


to  convey  the  army  of  Junot  back 
to  France;  but  chiedy  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  arranging  any 
meafure  of  co-operation  with  the 
Spanifh  peeple,  before  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  fome  foie  and  fupreme  au¬ 
thority,  which  might  at  once  ad 
as  the  authentic  organ  of  their 
will,  and  give  fyftem  and  direc¬ 
tion  to  their  exertions.  Immedi¬ 
ately,  however,  on  the  meeting  of 
the  fupreme  central  junta  at  Aran- 
juez,  Lord  William  Bentinck  was 
difpatched  to  confer  with  them 
upon  this  fubjed,  and  it  was  ar¬ 
ranged  between  that  officer  and 

Cadanos,  that  the  army  in  Portu- 

*  *• 

gal  fhould  move  upon  Burgos,  by 
the  route  of  Salamanca,  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  the  Spanifh  armies  in  that 
quarter,  for  the  ex  pul  lion  of  the 
French  from  the  Peninfula.  With 
this  view,  it  wras  intended  that  a  Bri- 
tifh  force,  of  not  lefs  than  30,000 
infantry  and  5,000  cavalry,  (hould 
be  affembled  on  the  borders  of  Caf- 
tile  and  Leon,  from  which  it  was 
purpofed  that  they  fhould  operate 
on  the  open  country,  while  the 
Spanifh  armies,  which  were  unfur- 
nilhed  with  the  neceffary  propor¬ 
tion  of  cavalry,  Ihould  ad  on  their 
flanks  in  the  mountains. 

To  compofe  this  force,  a  body 
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of  20,000  infantry,  and  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  cavalry,  were  to  be  de¬ 
tached  from  the  troops  already  ar¬ 
rived  in  Portugal,  and  to  thefe  was 
added  a  reinforcement  of  10  or 
1 2,000  men,  already  on  their  way 
from  England,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  David  Baird.  Thefe  laft, 
it  was  fettled,  fhould  be  difem- 
barked  at  Corunna  ;  the  combina* 
tion  of  their  fubfequent  operations 
was  left  to  be  arranged  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  general  with  the  Spanifh  com¬ 
manders  in  the  north,  whofe  ar¬ 
mies,  it  was  expe&ed,  fhould  cover 
the  advance  and  junction  of  their 
allies. 

The  defpatches,  announcing  the 
intention  of  government,  reached 
Lifbon  on  the  6th  of  October,  and 
Sir  John  Moore  immediately  made 
every  exertion  to  give  them  effefr  : 
although  nothing  had  hitherto  been 
done,  either  for  the  equipment  of 
the  men,  or  the  preparing  of  the 
neceffary  means  for  a  marching  ar¬ 
my,  within  eight  days,  by  the  in¬ 
defatigable  exertions  of  the  gene¬ 
ral,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
troops  were  put  in  motion. 

The  divifion  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  David  Baird,  had  left 
England  for  Corunna  on  the  9th, 
and,  by  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  def- 
patch,  it  was  left  to  the  diferetion 
of  Sir  John  Moore  to  decide, 
whether  the  forces  from  Lifbon 
fhould  proceed  by  fea  or  land  to 
effeCl  fheir  junction  with  it  ;  after 
fome  deliberation,  the  latter  alter¬ 
native  was  adopted,  both  from  a 
confideration  of  the  hazards  at¬ 
tending  a  coafting  voyage  in  the 
winter,  and  on  account  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  it  was  apprehended 
would  accompany  the  provifioning 
in  Gailicia  of  fo  large  a  body,  as 
under  thefe  circumftances  would 
have  been  there  affembled. 
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It  yet  remained  to  decide  the 
line  of  march,  to  be  taken  by  the 
army  in  proceeding  to  its  deftina- 
tion.  Of  the  two  routes  which 
prefented  themfelves,  it  was  af- 
ferted,  both  by  Portuguefe  and 
Britifh  officers,  that  the  more  di¬ 
rect  one  by  Almeida  and  the  north 
of  Portugal,  was  impracticable  for 
artillery.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Spanifh  commifiaries  flated  it  to  be 
impoffible  to  provide  the  means  of 
fubfifting  the  whole  army  on  the 
great  eaitern  road  by  Elvas j  no 
magazines  having  been  formed  for 
the  fupply  of  any  fuch  numbers. 
It  became  neceffary  therefore  to 
divide  the  army  ;  the  artillery  and 
cavalry,  with  four  regiments  of  in¬ 
fantry,  marched,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Hope,  by  Elvas, 
on  the  Madrid  road  ;  General  Pa¬ 
get  led  two  brigades  by  Elvas  and 
Alcantara :  of  the  remainder  of 
the  troops,  it  was  arranged  that 
two  brigades,  under  General  Be- 
resford,  fhould  proceed  by  Coimbra 
to  Almeida,  while  thofe  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Frafer  moved  by  Abrantesto 
the  fame  deftination.  'The  whole 
of  the  forces  from  Portugal  were 
to  unite  at  Salamanca,  at  which 
place,  or  at  Valladolid,  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
divifion  under  Sir  David  Baird ;  a 
body  of  about  11,000  men,  under 
a  feparate  command,  were  left  be¬ 
hind  to  garrifon  Portugal. 

On  the  15th  a  general  order  was 
iffued  to  the  troops,  admonifhing 
them  with  refpeft  io  their  conduct 
towards  the  Spaniards,  who  were 
juftly  d  eferibed  “as  a  grave  or¬ 
derly  people,  extremely  fober,  but 
generous  and  warm  in  their  temper, 
and  eafily  offended  by  any  infult 
which  is  offered  them and  a 
hope  was  expreffed,  u  that  the  fol- 
diers  would  endeavour  to  accom- 
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niodate  themfelves  to  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  be  orderly  in 
their  quarters,  and  not  fhock  by 
their  intemperance  a  people  worthy 
of  their  attachment,  and  whofe  ef¬ 
forts  they  were  come  to  fupport  in 
the  moil  glorious  of  all  caufes.” 

On  the  27th,  Sir  ]ohn  Moore, 
having  fu  per  in  tended  the  departure 
of  the  feveral  divifions,  left  Lif- 
bon  himfelf,  and  proceeded  on  his 
march  to  the  north.  On  reaching 
Atalaia,  he  had  the  fevere  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  difcovering  that  the  roads 
which  had  been  reprefen  ted  as  im. 
paffable  for  artillery,  were,  in  faff, 
though  bad,  eaftly  pfa&icable  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  that,  confe- 
quently,  there  had  exifled  no  real 
neceffity  for  the  reparation  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Hope’s  diviGon  from  the  main 
body  of  the  army  ;  the  error,  how» 
ever,  though  of  the  moft  ferious 
confequences  to  the  future  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  army,  was  irreme¬ 
diable.  On  the  8  th  the  general 
paffed  through  Almeida,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  Salamanca  with  his  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  on  the  i^h.  Here, 
before  he  had  entered  the  town,  he 
received  intelligence  of  the  rout  of 
Count  Belvidere,  with  the  Eftre- 
maderan  army,  before  Burgos.  This 
fee  ms  to  have  given  him  a  prefenti- 
lnent  of  the  events  which  were  to 
follow.  In  a  long  and  intereffing 
letter,  which  he  wrote  the  fame 
day  to  Lord  William  Ben ti nek  at 
Madrid,  he  evidently  betrays  his 
fenfe  of  the  difficulties  of  his  own 
fituation,  and  his  apprehenfion  of 
the  inefficiency  of  the  fupport  to 
be  derived  from  the  Spaniards 
thernfelvefs.  He  had  written,  he 
faid,  to  General  Caftanos,  to  draw 
from  him  foine  explanation  refpeft- 
ing  the  movements  of  his  army, 
and  that  of  General  Blake,  which 
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as  yet  were  unintelligible.  Fof 
though  they  knew  that  a  Britiflx 
force  was  marching  from  different 
parts  in  order  to  unite,  they  had 
moved  away  from  the  point  of  a f- 
fembly,  leaving  us  to  be  attacked 
and  interrupted  before  our  junction. 
Upon  the  fubjeft  of  additional  re° 
infor cements  from  England,  he  ob- 
ferved  that  the  fuccefs  ot  the  con- 
teft  depended  mainly  upon  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Spaniards  themfelves, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  “much  more 
anxious  to  fee  exertion  and  energy 
in  the  government,  and  enthufiafm 
in  their  armies,  than  to  have  his 
force  augmented.  '  The  moment 
was  a  critical  one  ;  his  own  fitua¬ 
tion  was  particularly  fo he  had 
never  feen  it  otherwife,  but  he  had 
pufhed  into  Spain  at  all  hazards; 
this  was  the  order  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  it  was  the  will  of  the 
people  of  England.  I  fhall  en¬ 
deavour,”  he  concluded,  u  to  do  my 
bell,  hoping  that  all  the  bad  that 
may  happen  will  not  happen,  but 
that,  with  a  (hare  of  bad,  we  fhall 
alfo  have  a  portion  of  good  for-* 
tune.” 

Two  nights  after  this,  the  ge^ 
neral  was  awakened  by  an  exprefs, 
with  the  intelligence  that  the 
French  had  entered  Valladolid,  at 
the  diftance  of  onl  ,r  twenty  leagues 
from  Salamanca.  As  he  had,  at  this 
moment,  with  him  only  three  bri¬ 
gades  of  infantry,  he  concerted, 
with  the  junta  of  the  town,  a  re¬ 
treat  upon  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  By 
fubfequent  advices,  however,  he 
learnt  that  the  force  which  had  oc¬ 
cupied  Valladolid,  confifting  merely 
of  a  corps  of  cavalry,  had  retired 
next  day  to  Palencia,  and  that,  as 
yet,  no  part  of  the  enemy’s  in¬ 
fantry  was  advanced  beyond  Bur¬ 
gos.  Orders  were,  however,  def- 

patched 
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patched  to  Generals  Hope  and 
Baird,  directing  them  to  concen¬ 
trate  their  feveral  divifions,  and  to 
march  with  all  poffible  expedition 
upon  Salamanca. 

The  troops  under  Sir  David 
Baird  had  arrived  at  Corunna  on 
the  13  th  of  Odober,  but,  by  the 
abfurd  poodilio  and  fufpicion  of 
the  Spanifh  authorities,  they  were 
prevented  from  landing,  till  an  ex- 
prefs  permiffion  to  that  effied  could 
be  obtained  from  the  central  junta. 
When  this  arrived,  fuch  was  the 
difficulty  which  Sir  David  expe¬ 
rienced  in  fupplying  his  army, 
arifing  from  the  general  poverty 
of  the  country,  the  inexperience 
of  his  own  commiffiariat,  and  the 
remiffinefs  and  indifpofition  of  the 
people  and  local  magiftrates,  that 
it  was  only  by  dividing  his  forces 
into  fmall  detachments,  to  follow 
each  other  at  conftderable  intervals, 
that  ho  managed  to  reach  Aftorga, 
a  diftance  of  200  miles  only,  on 
the  19th  of  November  ;  and  he 
informed  Sir  John  Moore  that  he 
did  not  calculate  upon  being  able 
to  colled  all  his  troops  at  that 
place  before  the  fourth  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month.  Hope  had  reached 
the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid  on 

O 

the  2  2d. 

Some  days  before  this,  however, 
the  intelligence  of  the  defeat  and 
difperfion  of  the  army  of  Blake  had 
reached  Sir  John  Moore,  whofe 
fituation  was  now  become  one  of 
exceeding  difficulty  and  anxiety. 
He  was,  as  he  defcribes  himfelf  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Frere,  who  had 
lately  fucceeded  Lord  W  illiam  Ben- 
tinck  as  minifter  to  the  fupreme 
government,  in  communication  with 
no  one  Spanifh  army,  nor  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  intentions  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  government,  or  of  any  of  its 
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generals.  Caftanos,  with  whom 
he  had  been  put  in  correfpondence, 
had  been  deprived  of  his  command  ; 
his  fucceffor,  Romans,  was  abfent. 
His  troops  were  as  yet  only  aftem- 
bling,  and  from  fuch  opp  ffite  di¬ 
rections,  that  he  could  not  move 
towards  one  without  proportionally 
increafing  his  diftance  from  the 
other,  and,  in  the  event  of  his 
being  obliged  to  fall  back,  they 
would,  both  rifk  to  be  deft  roved. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  French  were 
within  four  marches  of  his  head¬ 
quarters,  but  in  what  numbers  he 
could  not  learn.  No  channels  of 
intelligence  had  been  opened  to 
him,  and  he  had  not  been  lone 
enough  in  the  country  to  procure 
them  himfelf.  His  pork  ion  was,  in 
fad,  fufficiently  perilous.  By  the 
defeat  of  Blake,  Buonaparte  had 
it  in  his  power  to  turn  his  forces 
either  againft  Caftanos  or  the  Bri- 
tiih  general  ;  and  againft  fuch  an 
attack  the  latter  had  as  yet  nothing 
to  oppofe.  No  fvmptoms  of  en- 
thufiafm  were  given  by  the  people  ; 
the  lower  dalles  (hewed  little  more 
than  good-will  to  the  caufe,  and 
the  fupinenefs  and  mihnanagement 
of  thofe  in  authority  was  often  fuch 
as  it  was  difficult  to  account  for, 
upon  the  fuppofttion  merely  of  na¬ 
tive  ftuggidhnefs  and  incapacity. 
The  general  began  therefore  to  en¬ 
tertain  the  molt  defponding  views 
of  the  probable  refult  of  the  ccn- 
teft.  “  1  fee,”  fays  he  in  his 
journal,  “  my  fituation  as  clearly 
as  any  one,  that  nothing  can  be 
worle ;  yet  1  am  determined  to 
form  the  jundson  of  the  army,  and 
to  try  our  fortune.  We  have  no  ■ 
bu finds  here  as  things  are,  but  be¬ 
ing  here  it  would  never  do  to 
abandon  the  Spaniards  without  a 
ftruggle.” 

i>  3] 
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On  the  28th,  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  Caftanos  reached  Sala¬ 
manca,  arid  the  Englifh  general 
inftantly  determined  upon  a  re¬ 
treat.  His  army,  which  had  never 
been  expeded  to  a6t  otherwife  than 
as  auxiliary  to  thofe  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  had  now  no  longer  any 
other  to  co-operate  with,  and  it 
even  appeared  problematical  whe¬ 
ther  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  effedl 
the  jundlion  of  the  feveral  divifions 
of  which  it  confided.  He  rook 
the  refolution,  therefore,  of  retir¬ 
ing  upon  Lifbon  ;  in  fo  doing  he 
expefted  to  “  fall  back  on  his  re¬ 
sources,  cover  a  country  where 
there  is  a  Britifh  intereft,  aft  as  a 
diverfion  in  favour  of  Spain,  fhould 
the  French  detach  a  force  againft 
him,  and  be  ready  to  return  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Spaniards,  if  cir- 
cumftances  again  rendered  it  eli¬ 
gible. (Letter  to  Frere,  27th 
N  ov.)  He  feems,  however,  to 
have  entertained  no  hope  of  being 
able  eventually  to  maintain  Portu¬ 
gal  againft  the  enemy.  In  his  let¬ 
ter,  of  the  fame  date,  to  Sir  David 
Baird,  in  which,  purfuant  to  his 
propofed  retreat,  he  ordered  that 
general  to  fall  back  upon  Corunna, 
and  there  embark  for  the  Tagus, 
ha  fays,  t(  Write  immediately  to 
England,  and  beg  that  tranfports 
may  be  fent  to  Lifbon  ;  they  will 
be  wanted  ;  for  when  the  French 
have  Spain,  Portugal  cannot  be 
defended.’*  The  fame  day  he  fent 
orders  to  Hope,  announcing  his  in¬ 
tention,  and  defiring  him  to  haften 
his  advance  from  Madrid  by  forced 
marches. 

The  defign  of  retreating,  when 
made  known  in  the  army  at  Sa¬ 
lamanca,  was  aim  oft  univerfaily 
disapproved  of.  Officers  of  all 
ranks,  and  even  thofe  on  the  gene™ 


ral's  ftaff,  united  in  their  murmurs 
againft  a  meafure  fo  unexpected. 
The  general,  however,  continued 
firm  in  his  intention,  and  was  now 
only  waiting  the  arrival  of  General 
Hope,  to  put  it  into  execution, 
when,  on  the  2d  of  December,  he 
received  defpatches  from  Madrid. 
In  thefe  Mr.  Frere  reprefented  the 
ftate  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  in  a 
much  more  favourable  light,  and 
detailed  the  exertions  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  collect  and  concentre 
the  fcattered  remains  of  their  ar¬ 
mies,  for  the  protection  of  the 
capital,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  deferibed  as  animated  by  the 
moft  entire  devotion  to  the  caufe, 
and  the  ftrongeft  fpirit  of  refiftance 
to  the  enemy.  He  ftrongly  difap- 
proved  the  propofed  retreat  of  the 
Englifh  general ;  enforcing,  on  the 
contrary,  the  expediency  of  a 
fpeedy  advance  to  cover  Madrid  ; 
and,  in  cafe  this  meafure  fhould 
appear  too  hazardous  in  its  nature, 
he,  at  all  events,  moft:  earneftly 
deprecated  any  movement  upon 
Portugal,  as  a  ftep  which  would  at 
once  fink  the  hearts  of  the  whole 
country.  In  preference  to  this, 
he  recommended  the  taking  up  a 
pofition  in  the  ftrong  country  about 
Aftorga,  from  whence  the  march  to 
Corunna  would  neither  be  long  nor 
difficult,  and  which  would  enable 
the  army  to  aft  in  the  flat  country 
which  opens  from  that  point,  and 
extends  through  the  whole  of  Caf- 
tile  and  Leon. 

The  reafonirig  of  the  ambafla- 
dor  did  not  much  affeCl  Sir  John 
Moore,  who  continued  his  prepara¬ 
tions  to  fall  back  ;  but  on  the  fifth 
he  received  a  letter  figned  by  the 
prince  of  Caftelfranco,  and  by  Mor- 
la,  announcing  ((  that  the  army 
which  General  Caftanos  command¬ 
ed, 
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cd,  amounting  to  about  25,00  men, 
was  falling  back  on  Madrid  to 
unite  with  its  garrifons,  and  that 
the  force  which  had  been  at  Sa- 
molierra  of  10,000  men  was  haf- 
tening  for  the  fame  purpofe  to 
that  city,  where  nearly  40,000 
men  would  join  them.  With  this 
number  of  troops,  they  obferved, 
that  the  enemy’s  army  which  had 
prefented  itfelf  was  not  to  be 
feared;  but  that  the  junta  apprehen- 
five  of  an  increafe  of  the  enemy’s 
force  to  unite  with  that  at  hand, 
was  in  hopes  that  the  Englifh 
general,  if  no  force  was  imme¬ 
diately  oppofed  to  him,  would  be 
able  to  fall  back  to  unite  with 
their  army,  or  take  the  direction 
to  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy ; 
and  the  junta  could  not  doubt  that 
the  rapidity  of  his  excellency’s 
movements  would  be  fuch  as  the 
interefts  of  both  countries  re¬ 
quired.” 

The  prince  of  Cadelfranco,  and 
Don  Thomas  Morla,  were  depu¬ 
ties  of  the  fupreme  junta  intruded 
with  the  defence  of  Madrid  ;  and 
the  latter  was  the  perfon  ap¬ 
pointed  to  concert  all  military 
movements  with  the  Englifh  ge¬ 
neral.  Sir  John  Moore  was  taking 
their  defpatch  into  condderation, 
when  Colonel  Charmilly,  a  French 
emigrant  in  the  Englilh  fervice, 
arrived  with  defpatches  from  Mr. 
Frere.  Charmilly  had  been  in 
Madrid  on  the  firft  inftant,  and 
had  witneffed  the  mod  unequivo¬ 
cal  expreflion  of  their  zeal  for  the 
caufe  among  all  clalfes  of  the  in¬ 
habitants.  The  whole  mafs  of 
the  people  were  arming,  the  ftreets 
broken  up,  houfes  barricadoed, 
batteries  erecting,  and  peafants 
irom  all  parts  flocking  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  capital.  The  Due 
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del  Infantado  had  commiffioned 
him  to  report  to  the  Englifn  gene¬ 
ral  this  date  of  affairs,  and  to  in¬ 
treat  him  to  make  fame  movement 
which  might  operate  as  a  diver- 
lion  for  the  capital,  which  it  was 
refolved  to  defend  to  the  lad  ex¬ 
tremity.  In  palling  by  Talavera, 
to  which  place  the  junta  had  re¬ 
tired  on  their  way  to  Badajoz, 
Colonel  Charmilly  law  Mr.  Frere, 
who  inforced  the  fame  topics  in 
the  dronged  manner,  in  a  letter  to 
Sir  John  Moore,  conligning,  at 
the  fame  time  to  Charmilly  ano- 

J 

ther,  which  was  to  be  delivered 
only  in  the  event  that  the  firft  fhould 
prove  ineffedual,  and  the  purport 
of  which  was  to  demand  that  the 
bearer  be  examined  as  to  what 
he  had  witneffed,  before  a  council 
of  war.  Sir  John  Moore  made  no 
reply  to  the  reprefentations  of 
Charmilly,  being  difinclined  to 
intruft  the  nature  of  his  views  to 
one  in  whofe  character  he  did  not 
altogether  confide.  But  this  con¬ 
currence  of  tedimony  and  advice 
made  naturally  a  drong  imprefi* 
fion  on  his  mind.  By  his  induc¬ 
tions  he  was  direded  to  pay  all 
deference  and  attention  to  the  re- 
prefentations  both  of  the  Spanifh 
government  and  the  Englifh  am. 
baffador.  The  fubfequent  con- 
dud  of  Cadelfranco  and  Morla, 
has  made  it  but  too  certain  that 
they  had  no  other  purpofe  in  their 
datement,  than  to  betray  their 
allies  to  a  more  allured  deduc¬ 
tion  ;  for  in  fad,  on  the  very  day 
that  they  wrote  their  defpatch, 
they  had  begun  to  capitulate,  and 
they  knew  that  before  it  reached 
its  addrefs,  Buonaparte  mud,  in 
effed,  have  made  himfelf  mader 
of  Madrid.  Moore,  however,  who 
could  have  had  no  reafon  to  fuf- 
[J  4]  ped 
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feel  a  treachery  fo  bafe,  and  fo 
complicated  on  the  part  of  thefe 
noblemen,  was  convinced  that  a 
decided  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  hate  of  public  affairs, 
and  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  avail  hinifelf  of  it.  The  fame 
night  he  wrote  to  Sir  David 
Baird,  defiring  him  to  fufpend  his 
retreat  :  and  on  the  following 
morning,  by  a  fecond  letter,  he 
ordered  him  to  return  to  Aftorga. 
i(  We  mu  ft  be  at  hand,”  faid  he, 
<£  fo  aid  and  take  advantage  of 
whatever  happens  ;’5  adding,  u  I 
mean  to  proceed  bridle  in  hand, 
lor  if  the  bubble  burfts,  and  Ma¬ 
drid  falls,  we  (hall  have  a  run  for 
it.”  Baird  had  luckily  retired  no 
further  than  Villafranca  ;  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Hope,  by  the  rapidity  of 
his  marches,  had  already  reached 
the  neighbourhood  of  Salamanca. 
The  pofition  of  the  army  was, 
therefore,  become  much  more  fe- 
eure.  The  general  had  a  com¬ 
plete  though  fmall  corps,  with 
cavalry  and  artillery,  and  by  a 
movement  to  the  left  his  jundion 
with  Sir  David  Baird  was  af- 
fired. 

Charmilly,  in  the  meanwhile, 
was  utterly  ignorant  of  this 
change  of  meafures,  and  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
the  general  difeontent  of  the  army 
with  refped  to  the  propofed  re¬ 
treat,  conftdered  hirnfelf  as  obliged 
by  his  inftrudions  to  deliver  the 
fecond  letter  with  which  he  had 
been  charged  by  Mr.  Frere  ;  and 
which,  accordingly,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  he  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  general.  Sir  John  was  in 
a  high  degree  exafperated  at  what 
he  conceived  to  be  a  mofl  inful t- 
jng  propofal,  and  aim  oft  imme¬ 
diately  ccmmandcd  the  bearer  to 


leave  Salamanca.  He  wrote,  how¬ 
ever,  to  Mr.  Frere,  in  a  tone 
equally  mild  and  dignified,  ab- 
flaining  from  any  reproach,  and 
announcing  his  intention  to  make 
every  effort  for  the  relief  of  Ma¬ 
drid.  It  was  impoffible,  however, 
to  make  any  dired  movement  on 
that  city,  as  the  paffes  of  Guada- 
rama  and  Samofierra  were  in  the 
occupation  of  the  French  ;  befides, 
until  joined  by  Sir  David  Baird, 
he  was  much  too  weak.  His  plan, 
therefore,  was  to  make  a  move¬ 
ment  on  Palencia  and  Burgos, 
which  might  threaten  the  enemies* 
communications  on  their  rear,  and 
thus  operate  a  diverfton,  which  by 
drawing  the  French  from  Madrid, 
might  at  the  fame  time  afford  a 
relief  to  the  capital,  and  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  re-organization  of 
the  armies  to  the  fouth  of  it.  At 
all  events,  as  he  obferved  in  his 
letter,  he  fhould  thus  cover  Sir 
David  Baird  while  aflembling  at 
Aftorga  and  Benevente,  fecure  his 
immediate  communications  with 
that  corps,  and  in  the  meanwhile 
be  equally  fafe  as  at  Salamanca  or 
Zamora.  On  the  8th  he  ordered 
Baird  to  pufh  forward  by  brigades 
to  Benevente,  and  hirnfelf  prepa¬ 
red  to  make  a  movement  on  Za¬ 
mora  and  Toro  in  order  to  effed  a 
jundion. 

On  the  9th  news  arrived  of  the 
betraying  of  Madrid  by  Morla. 
Colonel  Graham  who  had  been 
difpatched  to  that  city,  learnt  the 
flory  of  its  capitulation  on  his 
arrival  at  Talavera  ;  there  he 
found  a  part  of  the  central  junta, 
and  thefe  informed  him,  that  on 
the  3d  fome  treacherous  agree¬ 
ment  had  been  made  by  Caftel- 
franco  and  Morla  with  the  French, 
who  the  day  before  had  got  pof- 
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fefliori  of  the  Retiro  and  Prado. 
The  inhabitants,  however,  had 
refufcd  to  give  up  their  arms,  and 
the  enemy  remained  in  the  Retiro 
without  having  made  any  attempt 
to  take  poffeffion  of  the  different 
pods  within  the  town.  Their 
force  was  edimated  at  between  20 
or  30,000  men.  Caftanos’  army, 
under  the  command  of  La  Pena, 
confiding  of  30,000  men,  was  at 
Guadalaxa  ;  about  12,000  of  the 
remains  of  St.  Juan  and  Hereida’s 
force,  was  at  Talavera,  on  their 
way  to  occupy  the  bridge  of  Al- 
maraz  :  accounts  which  had  been 
received  from  Romana,  dated  his 
force  at  30,000,  and  the  junta 
was  mod  anxious  that  the  En- 
glifh  general  fhould  concert  ope¬ 
rations  with  him.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  enemy’s  force  was 
not  calculated  to  exceed  from  70 
to  80,000  men. 

Such  was  the  intelligence  ob¬ 
tained  by  Colonel  Graham,  and 
Sir  John  Moore,  without  entirely 
depending  upon  its  accuracy,  con¬ 
ceived  there  were  dill  grounds  to 
judify  his  adherence  to  his  former 
defign.  Accordingly  on  the  12th 
he  advanced  from  Salamanca.  The 
movement  was  made  from  the  left 
flank  by  brigades,  towards  the 
Duero  :  Lord  Paget,  with  the 
cavalry,  from  Adorgas,  had  al¬ 
ready  reached  Toro,  to  which 
place  the  referve  and  General  Be- 
resford’s  brigade  was  marched  to 
meet  him.  The  commander  in- 
chief,  with  the  other  divifions, 
moved  on  towards  Alaejos  and 
Tordefillas,  at  which  lad  place  it 
was  purpofed  to  unite  the  whole, 
and  from  thence  proceed  to  Valla¬ 
dolid  ;  and  with  this  view  Sir 
David  Baird  was  ordered  to  pufh 
Ids  brigades  by  Bencvente. 


On  the  nth  Lord  Paget,  with 
the  principal  part  of  the  cavalry, 
marched  to  Tordefillas ;  and  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Stuart,  with  two 
regiments  of  cavalry  was  moving 
the  fame  day  from  Arevolo,  when 
he  furprifed  a  party  of  French 
troops  at  the  village  of  Rueda, 
and  enveloping  them  by  a  rapid 
and  fkilful  movement,  killed  or 
took  almod  the  whole  detach¬ 
ment.  On  the  14th  Sir  John 
Moore  reached  Alaegos ;  here  he 
received  a  packet  of  letters  from 
the  head-quarters  of  the  French 
army  ;  it  had  been  intercepted  by 
fome  peafantry,  who  had  taken 
and  put  to  death  the  officer  en- 
charged  with  it.  Among  the  con¬ 
tents  was  a  defpatch  from  Marfhal 
Berthier  to  Soult,  ^vhich  afforded 
the  firft  authentic  intelligence 
which  the  Britifh  general  had  been 
able  to  obtain,  refpe&ing  either 
the  fate  of  Madrid,  or  the  ftrength 
or  portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces 
in  the  field.  Madrid,  it  appeared, 
was  quite  quiet,  and  fubmiffive  : 
Soult  had  with  him  at  Burgos 
two  divifions  and  four  regiments 
of  cavalry  :  Junot  was  colle&ing 
another  divifion  at  Burgos,  and  a 
fourth  under  Mortier  was  direded 
againft  Saragoffa.  The  Englifh 
were  fuppofed  to  be  in  full  re¬ 
treat  ;  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
French  was  to  be  that  day,  De¬ 
cember  10th,  at  Talavera,  on 
the  way  to  Badajoz,  and  this 
movement  it  was  expected  would 
neceflarily  compel  our  army  to 
run  for  Lifbon.  Soult,  therefore, 
it  was  faid,  would  have  nothing 
but  Spaniards  to  oppofe  him,  and 
under  thefe  circumftances  he  was 
ordered  to  march  fraught  for¬ 
wards,  move  upon  Leon,  drive  the 
enemy  into  Galllcia,  and  over¬ 
throw 
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throw  every  thing  before  him  :  a 
feat,  which,  the  Englifh  being 
once  out  of  the  way,  it  was 
thought  would  be  of  no  very  diffi¬ 
cult  achievement. 

This  information  determined  the 
general  to  change  his  direction ; 
finding  Soult  ftronger  than  he  had 
apprehended,  he  refolved,  inftead  of 
V alladolid,  to  move  towards  Toro, 
where  he  purpofed  to  concentrate 
his  forces  ;  and  he  lent  orders  to 
Baird  to  do  the  fame  at  Benevente  : 
from  thefe  politicos  the  two  divi- 
fions,  either  by  a  forward  or  flank 
movement,  might  at  any  time  ef¬ 
fect  their  jundlion.  At  Toro,  on 
the  1 6th,  he  received  intelligence 
from  Colonel  Symes,  whom  he  had 
deputed  to  Rornana,  of  the  ftate  of 
whofe  army  the  molt  deplorable 
account  was  given.  On  the  20th 
he  reached  Mayorga,  where  he  was 
joined  by  Baird,  and  the  reft  of 
the  forces,  which  now  completely 
united  formed  a  force  of  23,000 
infantry,  and  2,300  cavalry.  The 
cavalry  and  horfe  artillery  were  in 
advance  at  Monaftero  Melgar 
Abaxo,  within  three  leagues  of  Sa- 
hagtm,  where  if  was  reported  that 
a  body  of  700  of  the  enemy's  ca¬ 
valry  were  polled.  Lord  Paget 
conceived  the  defig n  of  cutting  off 
this  detachment.  On  the  night  of 
the  20th  he  fet  out  with  the  tenth 
and  fifteenth  Huffars,  and  having 
ordered  General  Slade,  with  the 
former  regiment  to  move  along 
Cea,  direct  upon  the  town,  at¬ 
tempted  with  the  other  to  turn  it. 
Unluckily  he  fell  in  with  a  patrole, 
which  efcaped  and  gave  the  alarm ; 
the  French  had  thus  time  to  form 
on  the  outfide  of  the  town,  before 
Lord  Paget  could  get  round.  How¬ 
ever  he  charged  immediately,  over¬ 
threw  and  difperfed  them  in  4  mo¬ 


ment,  taking  150  prifoners,  among 
which  were  two  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nels. 

On  the  2 1  ft  Sir  John  Moore 
reached  Sahagun,  to  which  place 
head-quarters  were  transferred,  and 
here  a  co-operation  was  fatisfac- 
torily  eftablifhed  with  the  troops 
of  Rornana,  who  engaged  to  fup- 
port  any  movement  that  might  be 
concerted  with  nine  or  1 0,000  men. 
In  the  meanwhile  Soult  had  polled 
his  divifions,  confifting  of  about 
18,000  men,  behind  the  river  Car¬ 
rion,  upon  w’hich  line  the  Englifti 
general  was  preparing  to  advance, 
with  the  resolution  of  attacking 
him  ;  a  meafure  of  which  the  event 
was  anticipated  with  confidence  by 
the  whole  army.  In  this  feeling, 
as  far  as  might  refpedl  the  imme¬ 
diate  refult  of  the  adtion.  Sir  John 
Moore  no  doubt  participated.  But 
his  general  views  of  the  ftate  of 
affairs  was  not  the  lefs  defponding. 
In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Frere,  an¬ 
nouncing  his  intention  to  attack 
the  corps  under  Soult,  after  bit¬ 
terly  complaining  of  the  want  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  he  obferves,  ((  The 
movement  I  am  making  is  of  the 
moft  dangerous  kind.  I  not  only 
rifle  to  be  furrounded  every  mo¬ 
ment  by  fuperior  forces,  but  to 
have  my  communication  intercept¬ 
ed  with  Gallicia.  I  wffh  it  to  be 
apparent  to  the  whole  world,  as  it 
is  to  every  individual  of  the  army, 
that  we  have  done  every  thing  in 
fupport  of  the  Spanifh  caufe,  and 
that  we  do  not  abandon  it,  until 
long  after  the  Spaniards  had  aban¬ 
doned  us.”  In  fadl,  a  reludlance 
to  difappoint  the  expeditions  of 
the  people  of  England,  an  anxiety 
to  have  the  appearance  of  having 
made  an  effort  of  fome  kind 
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or  other,  feeras  confefledly  to  have 
didated  his  latter  movements,  much 
more  than  any  fenfeof  their  expedi¬ 
ency  in  a  military  point  of  view,  or 
any  hope  of  a  beneficial  refult  at  all 
adequate,  in  his  own  eftimation,  to 
the  rifk:  Preparations  were  now 
made  for  an  immediate  engage- 
ment.  Orders  were  iftued  to  march 
the  fame  evening  to  Carrion,  from 
whence,  on  the  morrow,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  move  upon  Saldanher,  for 
the  purpofe  of  attacking  the  enemy. 
Every  difpofition  to  this  effect  was 
completed,  and  the  troops  were  in 
the  higheft  fpirits,  in  the  undoubt¬ 
ing  expedation  of  a  glorious  refult. 
But,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  in¬ 
telligence  arrived  from  various 
quarters,  which  gave  a  new  turn 
to  affairs.  Strong  reinforcements, 
it  appeared,  had  already  arrived 
at  Carrion  from  Palencia ;  and, 
from  the  extraordinary  quantity  of 
provifion  and  forage  which  was 
colleding  in  the  neighbouring  vil¬ 
lages,  it  was  to  be  inferred  that 
more  w’ere  expeded.  The  French 
corps  that  was  marching  to  the 
fouth,  had  received  orders  to  halt 
at  Talavera ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  Was  afcertained  that  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy  was  rapidly  ad¬ 
vancing  from  Madrid  and  the  Ef- 
curial.  A  letter  from  Romana 
fully  confirmed  this  latter  piece  of 
information. 

Moore  now  perceived  that  what 
he  had  always  apprehended  was 
about  to  take  place.  Buonaparte, 
undeceived  as  to  the  fuppofed  re¬ 
treat  of  the  Englifh  upon  Lifbon, 
was  taking  meafures  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  their  advance,  and  making 
every  exertion  to  outnumber  and 
envelop  them.  For  this  purpofe, 
it  is  faid,  he  had  inftruded  Soult, 
to  avoid  an  immediate  adion,  but 


[" 

rather,  by  gradually  falling  back? 
to  draw  his  adverfary  as  much  as 
poffible  to  the  Eaft,  and  thus 
enable  the  corps  which  were  ad¬ 
vancing  from  Madrid  upon  Bene- 
vente,  to  take  up  a  polition  which 
would  completely  (hut  out  our  re¬ 
treat.  Under  thefe  circumftances 
the  general  conceived  that  no  time 
was  to  be  loft.  The  troops  were 
fuddenly  ordered  back  to  their 
quarters,  and  a  meffage  defpatched 
to  Romana,  advifing  him  of  this 
change  of  operations,  and  of  the 
circumftances  which  rendered  it 
neceffary.  Meafures  were  taken 
for  immediately  retiring  upon  Af- 
torga,  at  which  place  the  general 
propofed  to  make  his  ftand,  as  he 
imagined  that  his  retreat  from 
thence  would  in  all  events  be  fe~ 
cure.  6i  There,”  as  he  obferved 
in  his  letter  to  Romana,  (C  he 
fhould  be  in  the  way  to  receive 
the  fupplies  and  reinforcements  he 
expeded  from  England.  At  the 
worft,  he  thought  he  could  main¬ 
tain  himfelf,  defend  the  Gallicias, 
give  time  for  the  formation  of  the 
armies  in  the  fouth,  and  of  that 
under  Romana,  when  a  joint  effort 
might  be  made,  which  alone  could 
be  efficacious. ”  He  further  re- 
quefted  that  the  marquis  would 
leave  a  ftrong  corps  at  Maufilla, 
to  defend  the  bridge,  and  that  Af- 
torga  and  its  neighbourhood,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  paffage  into  Gal- 
licia,  might  be  left  clear  for  the 
Britilh  troops. 

The  bridge  at  Maufilla  is  that 
which  croffes  the  Eftar,  on  the 
road  to  Leon.  It  was  fuppofed 
impoffible  that  the  Britifti  army 
could  take  this  route  in  its  march 
to  Aftorga,  as  the  country  was 
completely  exhaufted  by  Romana’s 
people.  The  choice  therefore  lay 
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between  the  more  direT  road  by 
Valencia,  where  there  was  only  a 
ferry  over  the  river,  and  the  bridge 
at  Cad  to  Gonfalo,  in  the  way  to 
Benevente.  Many  circumdances 
contributed  to  make  the  adoption 
of  the  former  route  by  the  whole 
army  unadvifable.  Intelligence 
had  been  received  that  the  river 
was  rapidly  increafmg,  the  ford 
would  be  deep,  and  the  boats  were 
few ;  it  was  refolved  therefore 
that  the  whole  army  fhould  be  di¬ 
vided  into  two  bodies,  of  which 
one,  under  she  command  of  Sir 
David  Baird,  took  the  fhorter 
route  by  Valencia,  while  the  ge¬ 
neral  himfelf  proceeded  with  the 
other  to  Benevente.  That  thefe 
movements  Inould  be  executed 
with  all  poffible  rapidity,  was  now 
become  effential  to  the  fafety  of 
the  army.  Buonaparte  in  perfon, 
with  40,000  men,  was  fpeedily 
advancing  upon  the  fame  point, 
and  the  advanced  guard  of  his  ca¬ 
valry  had  palled  through  Torde- 
fi lias  on  the  very  day  that  the 
Englifh  general  commenced  his 
retreat  from  Sahagun.  On  the 
26th  the  divifion  under  Baird  fuc- 
cceded,  after  forne  difficulty,  in 
effecting  their  paffiige  of  the  Edar 
at  Valencia,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  forces  proceeded  without 
molellation  to  Cadro  Gonzalo,  at 
which  place  the  rear  guard  palled, 
and  blew  up  the  bridge  on  the 
27th.  Lord  Paget  with  the  hoife 
etfe&uallv  covered  thefe  move- 
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ments  from  any  attempt  on  the  part_ 
of  the  enemy’s  cavahy,  of  which 
fome  ftrong  detachments  had  been 
pufbed  forward  to  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Villalpando  and  Mayorga. 
At  the  latter  place  a  very  brilliant 
rencontre  took  place  on  the  26th, 
in  which  Colonel  Leigh,  with  a 


portion  of  the  tenth  Huffiirs, 
charged  and  overthrew  a  fuperior 
party  of  the  enemy,  drongly  polled 
on  a  deep  hill,  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  feveral,  and  took  above  a  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Benevente, 
the  general  found  it  neceflary  to 
ilfue  a  general  order,  animadvert¬ 
ing  in  the  dronged  manner  upon  the 
conduft  of  the  troops  on  the  march 
from  Sahagun.  From  the  begin- 
ing  they  had  always  manifeded 
their  averfion  to  the  fy dem  of  re¬ 
treat,  and  their  difeontents  on  the 
fubjeft  returned  with  redoubled 
acrimony  when  that  delign  was 
again  reverted  to  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  that  their  hopes  were  wound 
to  the  highed  pitch  by  the  expended 
attack  upon  Soult.  The  date  of  the 
weather,  the  infufficiency  of  fup- 
plies,  and  the  apparent  indifpofition 
of  the  people  towards  them,  equally 
contributed  to  exafperate  their  dif- 
like  of  the  meafure,  and  the  fol. 
diers  had  given  loofe  to  their  angry 
and  indignant  humours  in  a<5ls  of 
diforder  and  plunder,  which  the 
remilTnefs  and  backwardnefs  of  the 
inhabitants  to  afford  fupplies  could 
better  account  for  than  excufe. 
The  exprediens  of  the  commander 
of  the  forces,  on  this  fubjeft,  were 
proportionally  drong.  (t  The  mif- 
behaviour  of  the  troops,”  fays  he, 
“  in  the  column  which  marched 
by  Valderas  to  this  place,  exceeded 
what  he  could  have  believed  of 
Britilh  foldiers.  It  is  difgraceful 
to  the  officers,  as  it  drongly  marks 
their  negligence  and  inattention. 
He  could  feel  no  mercy,”  he  con. 
tinued,  <c  towards  officers  who 
negledl,  in  times  like  thefe,  elfen- 
tial  duties,  or  towards  foldiers 
who  injure  the  country  they  are 
lent  to  protect.  The  Spanilh  forces 
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have  been  overpowered  ;  and  until 
fuch  times  as  they  are  re-affembled 
and  ready  to  come  forward,  the 
fituation  of  the  army  muft  be  ardu. 
ous,  and  fuch  as  to  call  for  the 
exertion  of  qualities  the  moil  rare 
and  valuable  in  a  military  body. 
Thefe  are  not  bravery  alone,  but 
patience  and  cortftancy  under  fa¬ 
tigue  and  hardfhip,  obedience  to 
command,  fobriety,  firmnefs  and 
tefolution  in  every  different  fitua¬ 
tion  in  which  they  may  be  placed. 
When  it  is  proper  to  fight  a  battle 
the  general  will  do  it ;  and  he  will 
choofe  the  time  and  place  he  thinks 
moll  fit :  in  the  mean  time  he  begs 
the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army 
to  attend  diligently  to  difcharge 
their  parts,  and  to  leave  to  him 
and  to  the  general  officers  the  de- 
cifion  of  meafures  which  belong  to 
them  alone.*’  This  lad  paragraph 
was  in  allufion  to  the  fpirit  of  cri- 
ticifm  upon  the  meafures  adopted, 
in  which  certain  of  the  officers  had 
indulged. 

Severe  and  flrong  as  was  this 
language,  it  had  but  little  effeCt. 
The  fame  fpirit  of  irregularity  and 
diforder  continued  to  animate  the 
troops  during  their  day  at  Bene- 
vente,  where  the  caille,  a  mag¬ 
nificent  Gothic  edifice  belonging 
tothe  Duke  of  Offuna,  and  of  the 
extent  of  which  fome  notion  may 
be  inferred  from  the  faCt,  that  two 
regiments  were  quartered  within 
its  walls,  was  fpoiled  and  almod 
gutted  by  the  mod  wanton  ravage. 
In  the  meanwhile  it  was  necedary 
that  the  march  fhould  continue. 
The  general  feems  at  this  time  to 
have  abandoned  all  intention  of 
maintaining  himfelf  in  Gallicia, 
conceiving  that  the  overwhelming 
numbers  of  his  purfuers,  rendered 
any  fuch  endeavour  impracticable. 


His  exertions  were  now  folely  di¬ 
rected  towards  reaching  the  coad, 
where  Vigo  was  the  place  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  embarkation.  To 
this  town  there  are  two  routes 
from  Benevente.  The  one  palling 
by  Orenfe  is  the  more  dtreCl,  but 
unhappily  not  practicable  for  ar¬ 
tillery,  or  baggage-waggons.  The 
army  was,  therefore,  compelled  to 
take  the  more  circuitous  courfe  by 
Aftorga,  to  which  place  Sir  Da¬ 
vid  Baird,  with  the  divifions  at 
Valencia,  was  indruCted  to  direCt 
his  march.  On  the  29th  Sir 
John  Moore  left  Benevente  with 
the  referve,  having  previoudy  de¬ 
ft  royed  the  bridge  on  the  Eftar, 
and  Lord  Pager,  as  ufual,  brought 
up  the  rear  with  his  cavalry.  Be¬ 
fore,  however,  that  officer  had  left 
the  place,  he  perceived  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  enemy’s  horfe  at¬ 
tempting  a  ford  a  little  below  the 
bridge,  and  diortly  after,  the 
whole,  confiding  of  nearly  600 
cavalry,  forming  a  part  of  the  im¬ 
perial  guard,  plunged  into  the 
river  and  gained  the  oppofite 
bank.  They  were  gallantly  op- 
pofed  by  the  Britifh  piquets,  which 
immediately  collected  under  Colo¬ 
nel  Otway,  until  Lord  Paget  was 
enabled  to  bring  up  the  10th  huf- 
fars  to  their  affidance,  when  Gene¬ 
ral  Stuart  charged,  and  after  a 
fnort  but  fharp  conflict  the  enemy 
gave  way,  and  precipitately  re¬ 
paired  the  river,  leaving  in  our 
hands  about  70  prifoners,  among 
whom  was  their  colonel,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Lefebvre.  The  refult  of 
this  affair  effectually  checked  the 
impatience  of  the  French,  and  our 
march  to  Baneda  was  purfued  un- 
moleded.  A  body  of  3,000  men, 
under  the  command  of  General 
Craufurd  was  detached  to  Vigo, 
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by  the  route  of  Orenfe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fecuring  the  road  in 
that  direction. 

On  the  following  day  the  army 
reached  Aftorga,  which,  contrary 
to  the  exprefs  intreaty  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  was  found  to  be  already 
occupied  by  the  troops  of  Romana. 
That  general  had  retired  thither, 
purfued  by  Soult,  who  after  cap¬ 
turing  the  corps  left  to  defend  the 
bridge  at  Maufilla,  had  fubfe- 
quently  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
Leon  without  refinance,  and  was 
now  marching  upon  Aftorga,  to 
effebl  at  that  point  his  junction 
with  the  grand  army  under  Buona¬ 
parte.  The  neighbourhood  of  the 
town  prefented  no  pofttion  by 
which  the  Englifh  army  could  be 
enabled  to  refill  fuch  fuperior  force, 
and  meafures  were  taken  for  im¬ 
mediately  continuing  the  retreat, 
to  the  increafed  difappointment  of 
the  troops,  who  had  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  this  as  the  point  where  a 
ftand  would  finally  be  attempted. 
A  depot  of  military  ftores  which 
had  been  formed  here,  and  the 
whole  of  the  camp  equipage  be¬ 
longing  to  Sir  David  Baird's  corps, 
which  had  been  brought  from  Co¬ 
runna,  was  deftroyed,  together 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
baggage  belonging  to  the  officers. 
Meafures  which  fufficiently  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  general  had  no  other 
objedl  in  view  than  to  expedite, 
by  every  poflible  means,  his  fpeedy 
arrival  on  the  coaft.  On  the  30th 
and  31ft,  the  feveral  divifions  left 
Aftorga.  To  the  north-weft  of 
that  town  rife  two  ranges  of  fteep 
and  lofty  mountains,  in  a  direction 
nearly  north  and  fouth,  inclofing  a 
traft  of  fertile  and  delicious  coun¬ 
try,  denominated  the  Bierzo. 
Aerofs  this  runs  the  great  road  to 


Corunna,  paffing  through  a  feries 
of  fuch  defiles,  that  Romana  had 
fome  time  before  recommended  it 
to  theattention  oftheBritifh  gene¬ 
ral,  as  a  pafs  in  which  1,000  men 
might  effedlually  refill  twenty 
times  their  number.  Sir  John 
Moore  however  took  no  meafures  to 
avail  himfelf  of  it.  Befide  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  procuring  fupplies  which 
would  attend  any  delay  in  that 
country  at  thatfeafon,  he  feems  to 
have  been  of  opinion  that  almoft  any 
pofition  on  this  line,  would  be 
liable  to  be  turned  by  roads  on  his 
flanks.  This  has  been  ftrongly 
controverted,  and  in  fa£l  it  fcarcely 
feems  clear  that  the  general  gave 
the  fubjedl  fufficient  confideration. 
The  troops  however  went  on.  The 
weather  continued  horrible ;  the 
roads  almoft  impaflable  from  the 
fnow  and  mud  ;  the  whole  coun¬ 
try,  naturally  poor,  now  completely 
exhaufted  by  the  paftage  of  fuccef- 
five  armies — The  difcontent  and 
diforder  of  the  foldiery  reached  its 
height.  It  was  no  longer  poflible  to 
reftrain  them  from  adls  of  violence 
and  rapine  the  moft  audacious,  and 
they  gave  vent  to  all  the  excefles 
which  intemperance  and  exafpera- 
tion  could  fuggeft, 

Buonaparte  had  by  this  time 
reached  Aftorga,  where  his  forces 
united,  compofeb  a  body  of  not  lefs 
than  70,000  men.  He  did  not 
proceed  in  perfon  beyond  this 
town,  but  leaving  Soult  with  three 
divifions  to  purfue  the  retiring 
Englifh,  turned  his  attention  elfe- 
where.  The  fituation  of  our  army 
in  the  meanwhile,  became  aggra¬ 
vated  by  every  circumftance  which 
could  contribute  to  its  diftrefs. 
The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  drenching 
the  troops,  who  with  difficulty 
made  their  way  through  roads  knee 
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deep  in  mire.  When  they  halted 
they  were  often  without  either 
{belter  or  fire,  or  even  provifions. 
The  magazines  were  carried  in 
waggons  drawn  chiefly  by  Spanifh 
cattle.  The  drivers  frequently  ran 
away  in  the  night,  and  without 
them,  it  became  impoffible  to  make 
their  animals  move.  Stores  and 
baggage  was  thus  of  neceflity  de¬ 
ft  royed,  or,  with  the  fick  and  the 
wounded,  abandoned  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  enemy.  Stragglers 
from  the  corps  in  advance  became 
accumulated  in  the  towns,  and 
were  commonly  difabled  by  intox¬ 
ication  from  rejoining  their  divi- 
fions.  On  palling  by  Bambibre, 
the  general  found  it  crowded  by 
individuals  of  this  defcription,  to 
the  number  of  nearly  a  thoufand ; 
when  the  referve  moved  onwards 
a  body  of  cavalry  was  left  to  cover 
the  town,  and  to  warn  the  foldiers 
of  their  danger.  The  intimation 
had  little  effedl  ;  a  few  only  were 
roufed  to  exertion,  till  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  enemy  obliged  our  ca¬ 
valry  to  retire,  when  the  road  was 
thronged  by  an  indifcriminate 
medley  of  ftragglers,  Spanilh  and 
Britifh,  mules,  carts,  women  and 
children.  The  enemy’s  fquadrons 
galloped  through  the  crowd,  flafh- 
ing  with  their  fabres  to  the  right 
and  left,  the  wretched  foldierv, 
who,  in  their  ftate  of  infenfibility, 
made  no  effort  to  refill;  or  even  to 
efcape.  Some  of  thefe  ftragglers  who 
had  got  olf,  were  afterwards  fhown 
in  their  mangled  ftate,  by  way  of 
warning  to  the  reft,  and  at  Villa- 
franca,  where  fimilar  diforders  had 
taken  place,  a  man  was  fnot  as  an 
example. 

A  fkirmilh  of  cavalry  took  place 
on  the  3rd  at  Cacabelos.  From 
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Villafranca,  the  general  finding 
himfelf  prefled  by  the  enemy,  re- 
folved  to  pulh  on  to  Lugo,  where 
he  refolved  to  give  battle.  Orders 
were  fent  to  the  divifions  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  halt  at  that  place,  and  in 
order  to  expedite  his  own  move¬ 
ments,  he  made  a  night  march  to 
Herrerias.  At  Lugo  they  arrived 
on  the  5  th,  after  a  march  in  which 
the  mifery  and  privation  endured 
by  the  army  feems  to  have  reached 
their  confummation.  The  men 
worn  out  by  incelTant  fatigue,  and 
fainting  from  inanition  threw  them- 
felves  in  defpair  by  the  way-fide  to 
meet  their  fate  in  the  fnow.  Ot 
the  women  and  children,  many 
dropped  on  the  road  from  weari- 
nefs,  more  were  frozen  to  death  in 
the  waggons  which  broke  down, 
or  were  left  behind  for  want  of 
cattle  to  draw  them.  Almoft  all 
that  remained  of  the  baggage  was 
abandoned  ;  among  the  reft  it  was 
even  found  impoffible  to  retain  the 
dollars,  whole  calks  of  which  were 
rolled  over  the  precipices  by  the 
fide  of  the  road.  In  the  midft  of 
this,  they  met  at  Nogales,  be¬ 
tween  thirty  and  forty  waggons, 
laden  with  ftores,  on  their  way  for 
the  fupply  of  Romana’s  army, 
which  were  alfo  of  neeeffity  de¬ 
ft  royed. 

At  Lugo  the  general  publilhed 
another  general  order,  refleTing  in 
ftill  ftronger  terms,  if  poffible, 
than  before,  on  the  mifconduft  of 
the  troops  in  their  march,  and  an¬ 
nouncing  his  intention  to  offer 
battle.  This  intimation  almoft  in- 
ftantaneoufly  reftored  order  and  dif- 
cipline  among  the  troops ;  a  favour¬ 
able  pofiiion  was  taken  up,  and 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  ea¬ 
gerly  awaited.  On  the  y t h  Souk 
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made  fome  partial  attacks  on  our 
line,  which  were  repulfed  with 
fuch  vigour,  that  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  repeat  them.  On  the 
8th  our  army  continued  drawn  out 
in  array  for  engagement.  The 
enemy  however  did  not  dir,  and 
Moore  judged  it  inadvifable  to  at¬ 
tempt  an  attack.  Their  pofition 
was  ilrong  ;  a  failure  would  be 
fatal,  and  fuccefs  of  little  effential 
advantage.  To  remain  was  im- 
poffible,  as  they  had  not  two  days’ 
provifions  with  them,  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  next  morning  they  continued 
the  retreat.  It  had  already  been 
determined  to  change  the  deftina- 
tion  of  the  army  from  Vigo  to 
Corunna,  which  latter,  among 
other  advantages,  was  three 
marches  nearer ;  and  orders  had 
been  defpatched  to  fend  round  the 
tranfports  to  that  place.  The 
march  continued  as  irregular  as 
ever,  notwithdanding  the  warn¬ 
ings  of  the  general,  who  told  the 
foldiers  (( that  they  had  dill  eleven 
leagues  to  march,  and  mull  make 
an  effort  to  accomplifh  them  ;  the 
rear  guard  could  not  Hop,  and 
thofe  who  fell  behind  mull  take 
their  fate.”  The  diforder  and 
draggling  dill  prevailed  in  the 
ranks,  but  the  enemy  made  no 
efforts  to  avail  himfelf  of  it,  and 
the  troops  on  the  1  ith  reached  Be- 
tanzos  undidurbed* 

On  the  next  day,  they  arrived  at 
Corunna,  after  a  difadrous,  retreat  or 
rather  dight,  of  nearly  three  weeks, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  they  had  lod 
about  a  fourth  of  their  number,  al- 
mod  all  their  cavalry  horfes,  and 
abandoned  the  fick  and  wounded,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  military  ched,  and 
all  their  dores,  baggage,  and  am¬ 
munition.  The  tranfports,  de¬ 


tained  by  contrary  winds,  had  not 
yet  got  round  from  Vigo,  and  it 
became  neceffary  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments,  which  might  enable  the 
army  to  await  with  fecurity  their 
arrival.  The  enemy  had  already 
made  his  appearance  on  the  heights, 
and  it  was  obvious  that  the  rroops 
would  have  to  gain  a  battle  before 
they  could  effe<ff  their  embarka¬ 
tion.  The  ground  was  therefore 
examined  for  a  podtion.  Had  the 
army  been  diffidently  numerous  to 
occupy  a  range  of  hills  about  four 
miles  didant  from  the  town,  it 
would  have  been  enabled  to  redd  a 
very  fuperior  force.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  with  their  prefent  numbers, 
was  found  to  be  impoffible  j  and 
they  were  obliged  to  take  up,  on  a 
lower  range,  nearer  the  bay,  a  po¬ 
fition  which  appeared  fo  difad van- 
tageous  that  feveral  of  the  general 
officers  advifed  Sir  John  Moore  to 
offer  terms  to  the  enemy,  by  which 
he  might  be  differed  to  embark  his 
troops  without  moledation.  This 
degrading  counfel,  the  general  hap¬ 
pily  rejected,  and  proceeded  to 
take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  ef- 
feding  his  objeft  in  a  manner  more 
conddent  with  the  honour  of  his 
army,  and  of  England.  General 
Hope,  with  the  drd  dividon,  was 
poded  on  a  hill  on  the  left,  com¬ 
manding  the  road  to  Betanzos,  and 
the  height  of  which  gradually  de- 
creafed  in  a  curved  direftion,  to¬ 
wards  the  village  of  Elvina,  where 
Baird’s  dividon  began,  and  bend¬ 
ing  to  the  right,  formed  with  the 
other  nearly  a  femicircle.  To  the 
right  of  Baird,  the  rifle  corps 
dretched  acrofs  a  valley,  and  com¬ 
municated  with  General  Fraser's 
dividon,  which  was  drawn  up  oa 
the  road  to  Vigo,  about  half  a  mile 
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from  Corunna.  The  refer ve  under 
General  Paget,  occupied  a  village 
on  the  Betanzos  road,  about  half 
a  mile  in  the  rear  of  General 
Hope. 

On  the  14th  a  partial  cannonade 
took  place  on  both  Tides.  A  ma¬ 
gazine  of  4000  barrels  of  gun¬ 
powder  which  had  been  formed  on 
a  hill  beyond  the  Britifh  polls  was 
blown  up,  it  being  impollible  to 
removedt.  The  fame  evening  the 
tranfports  from  Vigo  hove  in  fight. 
The  embarkation  of  the  fick,  and 
of  the  baggage,  began  immediately  , 
and  was  continued  inceffantly 
throughout  the  15th,  on  which 
day  the  enemy  remained  for  the 
mod  part  quiet.  On  the  morning 
of  the  1 6th,  they  continued  to  give 
no  demonftration  of  an  intended  at¬ 
tack,  and,  every  thing  being  in 
readinefs,  it  was  refolved  to  em¬ 
bark  the  troops  the  fame  night. 
General  orders  with  relation  to  this 
meafure  were  ilfued  to  the  officers, 
and  all  arrangements  being  com^- 
pleted,  about  one  o’clock  the  ge¬ 
neral  had  mounted  his  horfe  to 
vifit  the  outpofls,  when  he  learnt 
that  the  enemy’s  line  was  getting 
under  arms.  He  hafiened  to  the 
field.  The  firing  had  already 
commenced  on  the  right,  where  the 
enemy’s  light  troops  were  pouring 
down  on  our  pofition,  and  foon 
after  a  heavy  cannonade  was  di- 
re&ed  on  our  line  from  eleven  guns 
advantageoufiy  planted  on  the  hills 
in  front. 

The  French  now  moved  from 
their  pofition  in  four  ftrong  co¬ 
lumns.  Two  advanced  from  a 
wood  upon  our  right,  which  was 
the  weakeft  point  of  our  line,  a 
third  threatened  the  centre,  and  a 
fourth  approached  the  left  along 
the  road  from  El  Burgo.  General 
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Paget  was  ordered  to  bring  up  the 
referve  to  fupport  our  right,  where 
the  pofition  was  bad,  but  of  the 
moft  vital  importance,  as  the  lots 
of  it  would  inevitably  have 
induced  the  ruin  of  the  army, 
and,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  was 
gallantly  maintained  by  Lord 
William  Bentinck’s  brigade,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  4th,  the  42nd,  and 
50th  regiments,  with  the  guards 
in  their  rear.  The  two  lines  now* 
advanced,  and  were  nearly  doling,, 
when  it  was  perceived  that  the 
French  line  extended  beyond  the 
right  flank  of  the  Britifh,  and  that 
a  body  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
up  the  valley  to  turn  it.  The 
half  of  the  fourth  regiment,  which 
formed  this  flank,  inflantly  fell 
back  forming  with  the  other  half 
an  obtufe  angle,  and  commenced  a 
heavy  flanking  fire.  The  general, 
who  obferved  the  manoeuvre  ex- 
preffed  his  approbation,  and  went 
on  to  the  50th  regiment,  which, 
commanded  by  Majors  Napier  and 
Stanhope,  had  got  over  an  inclo- 
fure  in  front,  charged  the  enemy, 
and  drove  them  with  great  flaugh« 
ter  out  of  the  village  of  Elvina  p 
but  unhappily  Napier  advancing 
too  far,  was  wounded  and  .taken, 
and  Stanhope  received  a  mortal 
wound.  Fie  then  joined  the  42nd* 
whom  headdrefifed  with  the  words, 
((  highlanders  remember  Egypt.’? 
They  rufhed  forwards  driving  the 
enemy  before  them  till  flopped  by 
a  wall.  The  general  now  fent 
Captain  Harding  to  order  up  a 
battalion  of  the  guards  to  the  left 
flank  of  the  highlanders,  and  was 
obferving  the  manner  of  its  ad¬ 
vance,  when  he  was  flruck  to  the 
ground  by  a  cannon  ball,  which 
carried  a  wav  his  left  fhoulder,  and 
part  of  his  collar  bone,  leaving 
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the  arm  hanging  by  the  flefh.  He 
raifed  himfelf,  and  continued  look¬ 
ing  intently  at  the  highlanders, 
w  ith  a  countenance  fo  unaltered  in 
its  expreflion,  that  Colonel  Graham 
who  had  difmounted  to  aflift  him, 
at  firft  entertained  hopes  that  he 
was  not  even  wounded.  But  the 
dreadful  effufion  of  blood  too 
plainly  betrayed  the  truth,  and  he 
was  removed  in  a  blanket  to  the 
rear.  As  they  were  raifing  him 
up,  his  fword  became  entangled  be¬ 
tween  his  legs,  and  Captain  Har¬ 
ding  was  about  to  take  it  off,  but 
the  general  faid  in  his  ufiial  tone 
and  manner,  and  in  a  diftinft  voice, 
“  it  is  as  well  as  it  is,  I  had  ra¬ 
ther  it  fhould  go  out  of  the  field 
with  me.”  Sir  David  Paird  had, 
early  in  the  day,  had  his  arm  fhat- 
tered  with  a  cannon  ball,  and  been 
compelled  to  leave  the  field.  The 
command  therefore  now  devolved 
on  General  Hope. 

In  the  meanwhile  General  Paget 
with  the  referve,  had  moved  up 
rapidly  to  fupport  ihe  right.  Co¬ 
lonel  Beck  with  the  rifle  corps, 
rulhed  on,  driving  back  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  advancing  on  their  flank, 
till  compelled  to  retire  before  a 
much  fuperior  corps,  who  were 
moving  up  the  valley.  General 
Paget  attacked  this  corps  with  a 
portion  of  the  referve,  andfpeedily 
repelled  it.  He  then  preffed  on, 
difperiing  every  thing  before  him, 
till  the  enemy,  finding  their  left 
wing  quite  expofed,  drew  it  en¬ 
tirely  back.  They  then  advanced 
on  the  centre,  but  were  effectually 
repelled  by  Gtnerals  Maffingham 
ami  Leith,  the  ground  here  being 
more  elevated,  and  favourable  for 
artillery.  Their  efforts  on  our 
left,  where  the  pofition  was  very 
firorg,  were  ft  ill  more  unavailing  ; 


bur  a  body  took  poffefilon  of  a  vil¬ 
lage  on  the  Betanzos  road,  and 
continued  to  fire  till  beaten  out  by 
Colonel  Nichols,  with  fome  com¬ 
panies  of  the  14th.  rl  he  enemy 
had  now  fallen  back  in  every  di¬ 
rection  ;  night  was  clofing  in,  but 
the  firing  continued  till  dark. 

The  vidfory  was  decifive,  though 
obtained  under  many  circumfiances 

J 

of  difadvantage.  Our  numbers, 
after  all  deductions,  did  not  exceed 
15,000  men.  The  enemy  were  at 
leafl:  a  fourth  more  numerous,  their 
pofition  much  better,  and  their 
cannon  of  heavier  metal.  The  lofs 
on  our  fide,  amounted  to  between 
feven  or  eight  hundred  killed  and 
wounded  ;  that  of  the  French  was 
near  two  thoufand.  Moore  lived 
to  hear  of  the  completion  of  his 
vi&ory.  The  event  of  the  battle 
was  the  thought  uppermoft  in  his 
mind  ever  fince  he  had  left  the 
field,  and  he  afked  of  every  one  he 
knew  as  they  entered  his  chamber, 
“  are  the  French  beaten  ?”  When 
allured  that  they  were,  on  every 
point,  he  expreffed  the  livelieft  fa- 
tisfa&ion ;  but  flill  betrayed  his 
anxiety  refpeclirg  the  opinion 
which  his  country  would  form  of 
his  conducf.  “  I  hope  the  people 
of  England  will  be  fatisfied,”  faid 
he,  “  I  hope  my  country  will  do 
me  juftice.”  He  lingered  a  few 
hours  in  great  pain,  and  died  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evening  without 
a  flruggle.  As  he  had  been  heard 
repeatedly  to  declare  his  wifh,  if 
lie  were  killed  in  battle,  to  be  bu¬ 
ried  where  he  had  fallen,  it  was 
determined  that  the  body  fhould  be 
interred  on  the  rampant  of  the  ci¬ 
tadel  of  Corunna.  A  grave  was 
dug  by  a  party  of  the  9th  regi¬ 
ment  ;  no  coffin  could  be  pro¬ 
cured,  and  the  body  was  never  un- 
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dreffed,  but  wrapt  up  in  a  military 
cloak  and  blanket,  was  borne  to 
the  fpot  by  the  officers  of  his  fa¬ 
mily  ;  when  the  funeral  fervice 
was  read,  and  the  corps  committed 
to  the  earth  *. 

In  the  Coutfe  of  the  night  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops  was 
nearly  completed.  At  ten  o’clock, 
the  foldiers  had  been  marched  by 
brigades  to  Corunna,  where  the 
boats  were  in  readinefs,  General 
Beresford  with  2>doo  men,  occu¬ 
pying  the  lines  in  front  of  the 
town,  and  covering  the  whole  ope¬ 
ration.  In  the  morning  the  enemy 
having  difcovered  the  departure  of 
the  Britiih,  pulhed  on  fome  light 
troops  to  the  heights  of  St.  Lucia, 
and  got  fome  guns  up  to  a  riling 
ground  near  the  harbour,  whence 
they  fired  at  the  tranfports.  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  mailers  were  fo  much 
alarmed,  that  they  cut  their  ca¬ 
bles,  and  four  of  the  veflels  brand¬ 
ed.  The  troops  of  thefe  fliips  were 
removed  to  others,  and  the  veflels 
themfelves  burnt.  The  reft  of  the 
fleet  then  left  the  harbour.  The 
fame  night  (J  an.  17),  General  Be¬ 
resford  fent  off  all  the  lick  and 
Wounded,  which  were  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  be  removed,  and  embarked 
next  morning  with  the  rear  guard, 
without  the  flighted:  interruption 
from  the  enemy. 
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.Such  was  the  unhappy  terminal 
tion  of  our  firlt  expedition  to  the 
peninfula.  The  disappointment  to 
the  public  was  moll  bitter,  in 
proportion  to  the  height  of  its 
previous  expetftations.  Itwasafub- 
jeft  of  long  and  vehement  contro~ 
Verfy,  to  determine  the  proper  ori¬ 
gin  and  occaflon  of  a  failure — fo 
decifive  and  complete.  In  this 
inquiry,  the  wifdom  and  expedi¬ 
ency  of  the  original  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions,  as  laid  down  by  govern¬ 
ment,  became  the  chief  fubjedt  of 
animadverfion.  Nothing,  it  was 
contended,  but  defeat  and  difafter, 
could,  from  the  beginning,  have 
been  expedled  from  a  fcheme,  fo 
radically  deficient  in  its  very  con¬ 
trivance  ;  nor  could  minifters  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  utter  inade¬ 
quacy  of  the  means  in  preparation 
for  the  attainment  of  the  propofed 
objedls,  without  the  groffeft  mif- 
calculation  on  their  part,  or  the 
moll  culpable  remiffnefs  in  obtain¬ 
ing  information.  The  force  of  the 
French  behind  the  Ebro  never  fell 
much  below  50,000  men,  exclu- 
fively  of  the  1 5,000  employed  in 
garrifons  ;  and  it  was  notorious, 
that  fince  the  retreat  of  Jofepli 
from  Madrid,  the  enemy  had,  for 
nearly  three  months,  been  inceft- 
antly  exerting  himfelf,  for  the  re¬ 
inforcement  of  thefe  troops  to  at 


*  Subfequeutly,  upon  the  re-oceupation  of  Corunna  by  Romana,  a  monument  was 
erected  to  his  memory  by  that  general,  with  the  following  infcription :  “  G  ateful 
Spain,  to  the  glory  of  the  Englilh  General  Moore  and  his  valiant  countrymen.”  “  A 
la  gloria  del  General  Ingles  Mooie  y  fus  ?valientes  compatriotas ;  la  Efpana  agrade- 
cida.”  A  not  lei's  honourable  tribute  was  paid  to  his  memory  by  the  commander-in- 
chief,  in  a  general  order  to  the  army,  from  which  we  extract  the  following  paihtge  ; 
“  The  life  of  Sir  John  Moore  was  fpent  among  the  troops.  During  the  feafpn  of.re- 
pofe  bis  time  was  devoted  to  the  care  and  inftruCtiou  of  the  oflicer  and  foldier.  Iu 
war  he  courted  fervice  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Regardleft  of  perfonal  conii- 
derations,  he  efteemed  that  to  which  his  country  called  him,  the  poft  of  honour  !  and 
by  his  undaunted  fpirit  find,  uucoinjueruble  perfeverance,  he  pointed  the  way  to  vic¬ 
tory.  His  country,  the  object  of  his  lateft  foliciluue,  will  rear  a  monument  to  his 
lamented  memory,  and  the  commander-in-chief  feels  that  he  is  paying  the  beft  tri¬ 
bute  to  that  memory  in  thus  holding  him  up  as  an  example  to  the  army.” 
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leaft  double  their  amount.  The 
armies  of  Spain  oppofed  to  this 
force,  and  which,  government 
feems  to  have  expe&ed,  might 
even  of  thsmfelves  have  fufficed  to 
drive  it  beyond  the  Pyrenees,  can 
fcarcely,  notwithftanding  the  ex¬ 
aggerated  calculations  of  the 
juntas,  have  ever  exceeded  the 
number  of  70,000  men  in  the  field. 
It  is  known  that  the  troops  of 
Blake,  which  alone  were  eftimated 
at  nearly  that  amount,  and  upon 
which  the  Britifh  government 
mainly  depended,  as  operating  to 
cover  the  movements  necefiary  for 
the  affembling  of  its  own  forces, 
had  at  no  time  compofed  a  body  of 
above  37,000  men,  including  thofe 
brought  from  Denmark  by  Ro- 
mana.  The  Efiremaduran  army, 
commanded  by  Belvedere,  con- 
filled  of  about  18,000,  and  the 
force  under  Caftanos  and  Palafox 
fuppofed  to  be  the  moll  numerous 
and  efteflive  of  any,  according  to 
Colonel  Graham’s  report,  were 
hardly  30,000  llrong.  Of  all 
thefe  troops,  a  confiderahle  propor¬ 
tion  confifted  of  half-armed,  half- 
clothed  peafantry,  as  rede  and  in¬ 
efficient  in  their  difeipline  as  they 
were  dellitute  in  equipment,  and 
yet  the  grofs  amount  of  their  force, 
inclufive  of  the  Britilh,  was  nu¬ 
merically  much  inferior  to  that  of 
the  veteran  armies,  which,  under 
every  poffible  advantage  of  orga¬ 
nization  and  conduft,  were  daily 
pouring  over  the  Pyrenees  to  meet 
them. 

The  fame  error,  it  was  faid, 
was  obfervable  in  the  eliimates 
formed  of  the  affiftance  expelled  to 
be  derived  from  the  mafs  of  the 
people.  The  ardent  and  univerfal 
enthufiafrn  which  had  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  them,  manifefted  itfelf 


little  ctherwife  than  in  the  expref- 
fion  of  good  will  to  the  caufe. 
In  other  refpefls,  fo  little  was  it 
to  be  depended  upon  as  a  means  of 
adlive  or  effectual  refiflance  to  the 
enemy,  that  it  hardly  fufficed  to 
animate  the  inhabitants  to  that  de¬ 
gree  of  exertion  and  facrifice, 
which  was  necefiarv  for  the  ordi- 
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nary  fupply  and  provifioning  of 
the  troops  which  came  to  their 
protection.  No  confidence  exifted 
towards  the  government  ;  no  con¬ 
cert  had  been  arranged  between 
the  generals ;  minifters  had  equally 
been  milled  by  the  vaunting  re¬ 
ports  of  the  juntas,  and  the  ro¬ 
mantic  exaggerations  of  the  young 
officers  whom  they  had  defpatched 
as  commiffioners  to  report  on  the 
ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  country ; 
and  it  was  not  difficult  to  forefee 
the  fate  of  an  expedition,  thus 
blindly  thruft  forward  under  cir- 
cumftances  of  ignorance  and  mif- 
management  fo  complicated. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  much 
of  the  objection  thus  urged  was 
reafonable  and  well  founded  ;  yet 
it  is  perhaps  more  eafy  to  deteCfc 
the  obflacles  which  oppofed  them- 
felves  to  the  probable  fuccefs  of 
the  particular  plan  which  minifters 
adopted,  than  to  point  out  that 
other  fcheme  of  offenfive  operations 
to  which  the  fame  difficulties  would 
not  almoft  equally  apply.  The 
difficulties,  in  fnft,  were  fubftan- 
tially  inherent  in  the  very  nature 
of  the  war  itfelf,  and  as  fuch  might 
be  faid  to  attach  more  properly  to 
the  general  queilion  of  the  policy 
and  expediency  of  that  meafure, 
than  to  any  particular  plan  of 
operation  undertaken  in  promotion 
of  it.  The  fuperior  and  almoft  in- 
exhauftible  refources  of  France; 
the  neceflarily  limited  meafure  of 
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military  fuccour  which  could  be 
afforded  by  England;  the  ineffici. 
ency  of  the  Spanifh  armies  in  the 
field  ;  the  difficulty  of  effe&ually 
co-operating  with  them  in  that 
efpecial  kind  of  warfare  to  which 
alone  they  Teemed  adapted  ;  the 
unmanageable  prejudices  of  the 
people,  and  the  ineffective  conftruc- 
tion  of  their  government  ;  thefe 
were  the  obftacles  that  eflentially 
impeded  the  fuccefs  of  ©ur  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  thefe  would  have  exifled, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  peninfula 
we  landed,  or  whatever  line  of 
operations  we  took  up.  Had  the 
troops  been  Tent  to  Cadiz  inftead 
of  Corunna,  fuch  a  fyftem  might 
poffibly  have  better  provided  for 
the  fecurity  and  convenience  of 
their  retreat  and  re-imbarkation  ; 
and  at  any  rate  would  have  rather 
betrayed  an  anxiety  to  fecure 
thofe  objects,  than  any  alacrity  to 
co-operate  with  our  allies  in  the 
field  ;  but  unlefs  the  definition  of 
the  armies  on  the  Ebro  had  been 
affumed  as  neceffary  and  inevitable, 
it  hardly  Teems  obvious  how  fuch 
a  meafure  could  immediately  have 
affifled  Spain,  whofe  battles  were 
then  fighting  in  the  north,  or  even 
in  what  degree  it  would  ultimately 
have  tended  to  the  protection  of 
the  provinces  in  the  fouth.  The 
Sierras  of  Andalufia  might  have 
proved  as  little  defenfible  againfl 
a  fuperior  force,  as  the  Gallician 
•paffes  were  efleemed  to  be  in  the 
retreat  from  Aflorga ;  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Spanifh  armies 
might  have  been  as  inefficient  in 
La- Mancha,  as  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lefley  not  long  after  experienced  it 
in  Eftremadura. 

Affuming  it,  therefore,  for  grant¬ 
ed,  that  an  effort  was  to  be  made, 
we  are  difpofed  to  think  that  itis 
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fuccefs  was  as  probable  in  the  di- 
reClion  feleCled  by  the  cabinet,  as 
in  any  other  that  could  well  be 
pointed  out.  By  taking  up  this 
pofition,  we  were  neared  at  hand 
to  co-operate  with  and  fupport  the 
exertions  of  our  allies  ;  as  a  diver- 
flop,  it  would  operate,  perhaps 
more  effeClually  than  any  other, 
by  menacing  the  right  flank  of  the 
French  advance  ;  and  there  was 
every  reafon,  from  the  accounts 
given  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
to  fuppofe  it  more  than  commonly 
defenfible  in  its  nature,  and  avail¬ 
able  for  the  proteftion  of  a  retreat¬ 
ing  army.  On  this  fide,  more¬ 
over,  our  armies  were  more  than 
any  other  within  the  reach  of  fup- 
ply  and  fuccour  from  home ;  a 
confideration  of  no  flight  import¬ 
ance  in  a  war  carried  on  in  a 
country  like  Spain.  That,  how¬ 
ever,  there  was  fome  unneceffary 
delay  in  the  fending  out  the  troops, 
and  much  mifmanagement  in  ar¬ 
ranging  the  details  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  we  are  not  difpofed  to  dif- 
pute ;  nor  perhaps  was  it  to  be 
wondered  at  in  the  firft  inftance, 
when  we  confider  the  neceffary  in¬ 
experience  of  our  military  depart¬ 
ments  in  the  ordering  of  fuch  mau 
ters;  an  inexperience  arifing  chiefly 
fr©m  the  want  of  ufe  in  continental 
expeditions,  but  partly  perhaps 
from  the  very  nature  of  our  go¬ 
vernment,  in  which  a  man  is  com¬ 
monly  chofen  war  minifter  from 
his  parliamentary  influence,  or 
parliamentary  tallies,  or  any  thing 
rather  than  any  fenfe  of  his  efpecial 
fltnefs  for  the  peculiar  duties  of  his 
office. 

The  condufl  of  the  general  him- 
felf,  commanding  the  forces  in  this 
ill-fated  expedition,  was  equally 
the  fubjeft  of  difpute.  He  was 
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alike  blamed  for  not  advancing 
earlier,  fo  as  to  cover  and  protect 
the  capital ;  for  advancing  at  all  at 
the  time  at  which  he  did  advance, 
and  for  retreating  in  a  manner  fo 
precipitate  and  difaftrops.  We 
do  net  profefs  to  feel  ourfelves 
competent,  did  even  the  nature 
and  limits  of  our  work  permit  it, 
to  enrer  into  a  detailed  difeuffion 
of  points  purely  of  military  conli- 
deratipn  ;  but  we  mud  obferve, 
that,  it  is  clear  from  the  accounts 
given,  that  Moore’s  inaClion,  in  the 
firfl  inflance,  was  wholly  and  folely 
attributable  to  the  abfolute  necef- 
fity  he  was  under  of  waiting  for 
the  jun&ion  of  the  corps  under 
Hope  and  Bmrd.  Before  this  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  ad¬ 
vance  ;  and  this  could  not  poflibly 
have  been  effe<5bed  before  the  i  3th 
or  14th  of  December.  The  defeat 
of  Caftanos  took  place  on  the  23d 
of  November.  “  Had  this  army,’? 
fays  Moore,  in  his  letter  to  Frere  of 
December  6th,  (t  been  united  and 
ready  to  add  at  the  time  of  Cafla- 
110  8*  defeat,  much  as  I  think  it 
would  have  been  rifking  it,  yet  it 
was  my  intention  to  have  marched 
on  Madrid,  and  to  have  glared  the 
fortunes  of  the  Spanifh  nation. 
If  I  could  not  have  fuftained  myfelf 
there,  I  might  have  given  tire 
broken  armies  and  people  of  Spain, 
if  they  had  patriotifm  left,  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  aflemble  round  me, 
and  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the 
capital."  But  whatever  might 
have  been  the  effects  of  fuch  a 
movement,  that  it  was  wholly  out 
of  his  power  is  evident  from  a 
limple  comparifon  of  dates  :  Baird 
did  not  calculate  on  collecting  all 
his  corps  at  Aftorga  before  the  4th 
of  December,  and  the  complete 
junction,  Moore  fays,  could  not 
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poflibly  have  been  effected  before 
the  13th  or  14th  of  the  fame 
month*  Now  on  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  pafs  of  Samofierra  was 
in  pofleffion  of  the  French,  and  on 
the  2d  of  December,  Buonaparte 
appeared  before  Madrid. 

The  queflion  of  the  propriety  of 
the  fubfequent  advance  from  Sala¬ 
manca,  is  one  of  much  more  diffi¬ 
culty.  Moore  evidently  faw  the 
extreme  peril  of  the  attempt,  as 
clearly  and  flrongly  as  any  one  ; 
and,  in  faCl,  in  making  it,  feems 
almoft  to  have  a&ed  againfl  his 
own  decided  judgment  of  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  the  rneafure,  from  an 
anxiety  to  conciliate  the  popular 
feeling  at  home.  On  this  point, 
therefore,  he  would  appear,  by  his 
own  fhewing,  to  have  been  wrong. 
It  is,  indeed,  impoffible,  when  we 
conflder  all  the  peculiar  circum- 
flances  of  his  fituation,  the  remon- 
flrances  of  Frere,  the  intreaties  of 
the  Spanifh  authorities,  the  known 
expectations  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  not  to  fympathize  flrongly 
with  the  feelings  under  which  he 
was  led  to  take  this  flep  ;  but  in  a 
purely  military  point  of  view,  we 
fear  he  cannot  altogether  be  jolli¬ 
fied. 

Upon  the  condqCl  of  the  retreat, 
it  is  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  5 
the  queflion,  for  the  moll  part, 
neceffarily^turns  upon  points  merely 
of  local  circumftance  and  accident, 
concerning  which  they  only  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  country 
are  in  any  degree  qualified  to  de¬ 
cide.  Bv?t  it  muft  be  confefled, 
that  t)poq  a  fimple  and  general  view 
of  the  cafe,  there  does  hardly  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  fufficient  reafon 
for  the  extraordinary  precipitate - 
nefs  with  which  the  march  was 
conduCled.  Throughout  the  whole; 

there 
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there  is  no  appearance  of  any  thing 
like  the  exertion  of  military  (kill 
or  fcience  ;  of  any  attempt  to 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  purfuer, 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  nature 
of  the  country,  or  by  an  able  dif. 
pofltion  of  the  retreating  columns. 
From  the  beginning  to  the  end,  it 
feems  to  have  been  a  mere  flight, 
fuccefsful  only  by  the  abandonment 
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of  every  thing  that  could  impede 
the  movement  of  the  army.  It 
is,  however,  only  fair  to  pre¬ 
fume,  that  the  nature  of  the  actual 
circumftances  admitted  of  no  better 
means,  and  that  thofe  on  the  fpot 
were  the  befl  judges  of  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  meafnres,  altogether  de¬ 
pending  upon  local  accident  and 
difpofition. 


CHAP.  II. 

Opening  of  Parliament .  King's  Speech.  Exprejfhn  of  a  D .termination  to 
continue  the  War  in  Spain.  Addrefs  in  reply  moved  in  the  Lords  by  Lord 
Bridgewater ,  and  feconded  by  Lord  Sheffild.  Singular  Speech  of  Earl 
St.  Vincent .  Lord  Sidmouth  fupports  the  Addrefs  with  a  referve  $f 
Opinion  as  to  Details.  Lord  Grenville  does  the  famey  ftrongly  expreffing 
at  the  fame  Time  his  dif  approbation  of  the  Syjtem  of  Mini/lersy  and  re¬ 
probating  their  whole  Conduct  in  the  Pemnfula.  Alludes  to  America . 
Lord  Liverpool  replies ,  and  Defends  the  Conduct  of  Government.  Lords 
Efkine  and  Moira  follow  on  the  other  Side ,  and  are  replied  to  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  Addrefs  voted  without  Diffent .  Debate  in  the  Com¬ 
mons.  Air.  Ponfenby’s  Speech.  Animadverts  upon  the  Conduct  of  the 
Campaign  ;  but  does  not  oppofe  the  Addrefs.  Lord  Cajilereagh  vindi¬ 
cates  the  Proceedings  of  M infers  in  Sweden  and  Spain.  Explains  the 
Grounds  on  which  the  Troops  had  been  fent  to  Spain.  Mr.  V/ hit  bread 
expreffes  his  Fears  for  the  ultimate  Rejult  of  the  Contefi.  Doubts  of  the 
cordial  Co-operation  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Caufe.  Difa pproves  of  the 
Tone  of  the  Reply  to  Buonaparte' s  Proportions.  Mr.  Canning  replies. 
Afferts  the  Impofjlbility  of  fending  an  Army  to  Spain  before  the  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  fup  re  me  and  refponfble  Government  in  that  Country .  Defends 

the  Conduit  of  Government  in  rejecting  the  American  Overture .  Mr. 

Tierney  warmly  animadverts  upon  this  part  of  his  Speech ,  and  inforces 
the  Neceffity  of  preferving  Peace  with  America.  Mr.  Canning  brings 
the  Overtures  from  Erfurth  before  the  Houfe.  Speech  in  Defence  of  their 
Rejection :  moves  an  Addrefs  approving  that  Rejection.  Mr.  Whitbread 
difapproves  of  the  Conduit  of  the  Negotiation ,  though  he  is  of  Opinion 
that  it  would  have  led  to  no  Refult.  Moves  an  Amendment  upon  Mr. 
Canning's  Addrefs .  Mr.  Ponfonby  difapproves  the  A mendmenty  and 
applauds  the  Conduit  of  Minijlers.  Mr.  Croker  frongly  animadverts 
npou  the  Tone  of  Mr.  Whitbread' s  Speech.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  f peaks 
defpondingly  of  the  State  of  Affairs.  Lord  Henry  Petty  fupports  the  Ad¬ 
drefs ,  which  is  carried  without  a  Divijion. 

rf^HE  intelligence  of  the  final  in  Spain,  by  the  battle  of  Co- 
£  termination  of  the  campaign  runna,  and  the  fubfequent  era- 
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barkation  of  our  troops,  had  not 
as  yet  reached  London,  when  on 
the  19th  of  January,  parliament 
was  opened  by  commifiion :  it 
was  known,  however,  that  our 
army  had  been  for  fome  time  in 
full  retreat,  and  the  refult  was 
neceffarily  expected  with  confider- 
able  anxiety  by  the  public.  In 
his  fpeech,  as  delivered  by  the 
lords'  commiffioners,  his  Majefty 
informed  the  houfes,  that  he  had 
directed  to  be  laid  before  them 
copies  of  the  propofals  which  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  him  from  Er- 
furth,  and  of  the  correfpondence 
which  fubfequently  took  place, 
and  he  declared  his  confidence, 
that  they  would  participate  in 
the  feelings  he  had  expreffed,  when 
required  to  commence  the  nego¬ 
tiation  by  abandoning  the  caufe 
of  Spain  which  he  had  fo  recently 
and  folemnly  efpoufed.  It  was 
Hated  that  his  Majefty  continued 
to  receive  from  the  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment,  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
of  their  determined  perfeverance  in 
the  caufe  of  the  legitimate  monar¬ 
chy,  and  of  the  national  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Spain,  and  that  fo  long 
as  the  people  of  Spain  ihould  re¬ 
main  true  to  tbemfelves,  he  would 
continue  to  them  his  moft  ftrenu- 
qus  afiiftance  andfupport.  He  had 
renewed  to  that  nation,*  in  the 
moment  of  its  difficulties  and  re¬ 
veries,  the  engagements  which  he 
voluntarily  contra&ed  at  the  outfet 
of  its  ftruggle  againft  the  ufurpation 
and  tyranny  of  France  ;  and  as 
foon  as  the  ratifications  had  been 
exchanged,  the  treaty  of  alliance 
founded  upon  thofe  engagements 
ihould  be  laid  before  parliament. 
In  allufion  to  the  campaign  in 
Portugal,  „ the  king  obferved,  that 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  rejoiced 
the  deliverance  of  that  king* 


dom  from  the  oppreffion  of  the 
French  army,  he  deeply  regretted 
the  termination  of  the  campaign 
by  an  armiftice  and  convention,  of 
fome  of  the  articles  of  which,  he 
had  felt  himfelf  obliged  formally 
to  declare  his  difapprobation.  The 
fpeech  then  went  on  to  exprefs 
his  Majefty's  reliance  on  the  dif- 
pofition  of  parliament  to  continue 
their  afiiftance  to  the  king  of 
Sweden,  and  after  congratulating 
the  commons  on  the  ftate  of  the 
revenue,  which,  in  fpite  of  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  continued 
progrefiively  to  improve,  it  con¬ 
cluded  by  recommending  to  both 
houfes,  to  take  into  their  im¬ 
mediate  confideration,  the  moft; 
effectual  meafures  for  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  regular  army,  in 
order  that  his  Majefty  might  be 
the  better  enabled,  without  im¬ 
pairing  the  means  of  defence  at 
heme,  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  power  of  his  dominions  in 
the  great  conteft  in  which  he  was 
engaged  ;  and  to  condudl  that  con- 
left,  under  the  blefilng  of  divine 
Providence,  to  a  ccnclufion  com¬ 
patible  with  the  honour  of  his 
Majefty’s  crown,  and  with  the 
interefts  of  his  allies,  of  Europe, 
and  of  the  world. 

The  addrefs  in  reply,  which 
was  worded  as  ufual,  was  moved, 
in  the  Hpufe  of  Lords,  by  the 
Earl  of  Bridgewater,  and  feconded 
by  Lord  Sheffield,  who  expreffed 
his  fatisfadfion  at  the  determina¬ 
tion  manifefted  of  fupporting  the 
Spanifh  nation  in  their  efforts,  and 
his  confidence  that  they  would 
eventually  produce  the  liberation 
of  that  gallant  people.  He  ex¬ 
ulted  in  the  undiminifhed  prof- 
perity  of  our  commerce,  and 
thanked  the  enemy  for  having 
fhewn  by  experiment,  that  nei- 
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ttier  decrees  nor  embargoes  could 
materially  affe6l  ir.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  American  embargo, 
in  particular,  he  pro fe fled  to  be 
always  of  the  fame  opinion,  that 
it  would  in  the  event  prove  much 
more  beneficial  to  the  empire,  than 
injurious. 

Earl  St.  Vincent  took'  a  very 
different  view  of  the  ftate  of  af¬ 
fairs,  and,  in  a  fpeech  fomewhat 
charadieriflic  in  its  tone  and  lan¬ 
guage,  declared,  that  with  the 
exception  of  thofe  parts  of  the 
addrefs,  which  went  to  exprefs 
our  firm  determination  to  carry  on 
the  war  againfl  the  enemy,  it  was 
fuch  as  no  true  lover  of  his  fove- 
reign  or  his  country  could  ever 
aflent  to.  When  he  adverted  to 
die  conduct  of  military  affairs  in 
the  Peninfula,  it  was  impoflible, 
he  faid,  not  to  exprefs  both  for- 
row  and  indignation.  A  greater 
.difgrace  had  never  befallen  the 
country.  Praife  had  been  claimed 
for  the  manner  in  which  minifters 
had  contrived  to  provide  tran- 
fports,  as  if  by  offering  a  little 
more  than  the  market-price,  fuch 
veflels  were  not  always  to  be  had 
in  abundance.  iC  But,  ©bferve,” 
faid  his  lordfhip,  “  the  important 
fervices  to  which  thefe  tranfports 
were  eventually  applied.  Why, 
truly,  they  were  at  laft  employed 
to  convey  the  rafcally  ruffians, 
whom  Junot  commanded,  to  that 
part  of  France  which  was  neareft 
the  boundaries  of  Spain,  that  they 
might  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  be 
again  brought  into  action  with 
more  effed  againfl  our  own  fol- 
diers^  So  that/’  added  the  noble 
admiral,  u  thofe  devils  are  at  this 
moment  haraffing  the  rear  of  our 
retreating  army.”  The  conven¬ 
tion  of  Cintra  he  could  not  con« 
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flder  without  fentiments  of  alarm 
as  well  as  indignation  ;  the  more 
efpecially  when  he  obferved  the 
cold-blooded  treaty  that  gave  up 
a  contefl  with  the  (hips  of  an 
enemy,  upon  a  compromife  fo  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  nation’s  character. 
There  was  a  time  when  fuch  old- 
fafhioned  words  as  t(  fink,  burn, 
and  deflroy,”  were  underftood 
and  exercifed  :  but  now  we  were 
to  negotiate  to  be  fhip’s  hufbands, 
and  we  took  pofleffion  by  bargain 
and  barter,  inftead  of  by  battles, 
by  bravery,  and  by  balls  ;  we 
were  to  hold  fhips  in  trull  by  con- 
trad,  and  not  in  right  by  con- 
queff.  We  had  princes  of  the 
blood,  all  of  whom  were  bred  to 
arms ;  why  were  not  fome  of 
thefe  illuflrious  perfonages  em¬ 
ployed  to  lead  our  armies  ?  If 
they  were  not  to  be  employed  he 
was  at  a  lofs  to  afcertain  for  what 
purpofe  they  were  bred  to  arms. 
Why  was  not  Lord  Moira  em¬ 
ployed  ?  a  nobleman  who  po£» 
fefled,  with  the  efteem  of  his 
Majefly,  the  love  of  the  people, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  foldiery. 
Whenever  he  heard  of  councils  of 
war  being  called,  he  always  con- 
fidered  them  as  cloaks  for  cow¬ 
ardice  ;  fo  faid  the  bravo  Bof- 
cawen,  and  from  him  he  imbibed 
the  fentiment  which  time  and  ex¬ 
perience  had  completely  con¬ 
firmed  ;  but  never  more  flrongly 
than  after  the  battle  of  Vimiera. 
Juft  the  fame  opinion  he  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  court  of  enquiry  ;  it 
was  a  fhield  to  ward  off  inveftiga- 
tion  from  the  minifters  them- 
felves,  but  he  trufted  their  lord- 
fhips  would  not  be  prevented  from 
making  a  fcrupulous  inveftigation 
of  it  their  own  way.  If  that 
houfc  did  its  duty  they  would 
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immediately  proceed  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  and  there  tell  the 
fovereign  the  bold  truth,  that  if 
he  did  not  remove  his  minifters, 
he  would  lofe  the  country.  Thefe 
were  the  fentiments  of  his  heart ; 
he  fpoke  them  as  a  folemn  duty 
which  he  found  himfelf  bound  to 
exprefs.  It  was,  probably >  the 
Jaft  time  he  fhould  trouble  their 
lordihips,  “and  with  thar,”faid  the 
noble  admiral,  <(  I  wifh  your  lord- 
fhips  good-night. **  In  effeft,  at 
rhefe  words,  his  lordfnip  inftantly 
walked  out  of  the  houfe. 

Lord  Sidmouth  obferved,  that 
he  rofe  merely  to  qualify  the  af- 
fent  which  upon  the  whole  he 
fhould  not  refufe  to  the  addiefs. 
He  approved  of  continuing  to  fup- 
port  Spain  as  long  as  any  hope  re¬ 
mained,  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  thank  his  Majefty  for  a  treaty  of 
the  conditions  of  which  he  was  to¬ 
tally  ignorant.  At  no  period  within 
his  memory  was  there  fo  much  loy¬ 
alty,  fpirir,  and  zeal,  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
much  diflat isfaftion,  Itwasadifla- 
tisfaftion,  not  arifing  from  a  turbu¬ 
lent  difpofition  in  the  people,  from 
the  prelfure  of  public  burthens,  or 
from  any  marked  reveries;  but  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  feeling  molt  honourable 
to  the  nation,  which  felt  content 
neither  with  the  extent  of  the  exer¬ 
tions  made  for  the  afliftance  of  the 
Spaniards,  nor  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  diretted.  He 
was  followed  by  Lord  Grenville, 
who  in  a  long  and  able  fpeech, 
commented  upon  the  fyftem  of 
conduct  adopted  by  minifters,  and 
exprefled  his  con  vision  of  its  ut¬ 
ter  weaknefs  and  impolicy.  With 
refpett  to  Spain,  he  obferved,  that 
of  the  treacherous,  the  cruel,  the 
atrocious  invalion  of  the  inde¬ 


pendence  of  the  Spanifh  people 
there  was  but  one  opinion  in  the 
country.  He  had  not,  however, 
ever  wilhed  to  conceal  his  fenti¬ 
ments,  refpefting  the  policy  of 
fending  a  Britifh  army  into  the 
interior  of  that  country.  He  did 
not  meamto  fay  that  there  might 
not  be  circumftances  which  would 
render  fuch  a  ftep  advifable,  but 
he  contended  that  during  the  laft 
fummer,  no  fuch  circumftances 
exifted.  With  the  Pyrenees  un¬ 
locked,  and  the  road  between 
Paris  and  Madrid  as  open  as  be¬ 
tween  Paris  and  Antwerp,  there 
was  nothing  which  could  juftify 
our  fending  into  the  interior  of 
Spain  30  or  40,000  Britifh  men, 
to  meet  an  army  of  500,000. 
Such  a  meafure  could  only  be  com¬ 
pared  to  the  far-famed  march  to 
Paris,  to  which  it  was  fully  equal 
in  wildnefs  and  abfurdity.  It  is 
perfectly  clear,  faid  his  lordfhip, 
that  it  muft  reft  with  the  Spanifh 
people  themfelves  to  maintain 
their  independence,  and  that  with¬ 
out  this  fpirit  among  themfelves, 
no  army  that  we  could  fend  would 
avail.  They  adopted  a  fyftem, 
that  had  been  publiftied  under  the 
title  of  iS  Precautions, **  contain^- 
ing  a  plan  of  defence,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of  the 
country,  and  calculated  to  harafs 
and  wear  down  an  invading  army 
by  a  continued  fyftem  of  partial 
attack,  without  incurring  the  rifk 
whicli  muft  neceftarily  attend  a 
pitched  battle  with  regular  and 
veteran  troops.  This  fyftem  we 
forced  them  to  abandon,  by  fend-? 
ing  into  the  interior  of  the  coun¬ 
try  a  Britifh  army.  It  then  be¬ 
came  impoffible  for  them  to  leave 
us  to  fight  their  battles  by  our- 
felves ;  our  army  would,  of  courfe. 
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proceed  according  to  the  ufual 
routine  of  a  regular  army,  and 
the  Spaniards  were  thus  forced  on 
to  engage  in  the  open  field,  while 
pur  own  force  was  too  fmall  to  be 
of  effedtual  afiiftance  ;  and  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  our  army  might  thus  be  faid 
to  have  proved  actually  injurious. 

t(  But  fetting  afide  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  general  queftion  of  the 
policy  or  impolicy  of  fending 
troops  to  the  interior  of  Spain,  it 
may  be  faid  that  there  was  a  time 
when  a  Britifh  force  of  30  or 
40,000  men  might  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  obtain  a  great  temporary 
advantage,  which,  whatever  effedt 
it  might  have  had  upon  the  ulti¬ 
mate  fate  of  the  war,  would  at 
lead  have  enabled  the  Spaniards  to 
arrange  their  defence  and  mature 
their  preparations.  It  may  be  faid 
that  there  was  a  period,  when  the 
French  having  been  driven  from 
Madrid,  and  forced  to  take  refuge 
behind  the  Ebro,  a  Britifh  force 
fent  there  at  that  particular  crifis, 
might  have  driven  them  beyond 
the  Pyrenees,  and  placing  in  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards  the  keys  of 
their  country,  have  enabled  them 
to  defend  it  under  infinitely  more 
advantageous  circumftances,  than 
they  had  fince  been  placed  in.  Al¬ 
lowing  fuch  a  cafe  to  have  occur¬ 
red,  how  was  it  taken  advantage 
of  ?  To  make  the  proper  life  of  fo 
fafourable  a  conjuncture,  it  might 
have  been  expedted  to  find  our 
troops  defpatched  to  the  port  nea reft 
the  feene  of  adiion,  and  from 
Whence  "'they  might  have  been 
marched  in  the  fhorteft  time  to  the 
fpot  where  their  fervices  were  moft 
wanted.  But,  inftead  of  the  neareft 
port,  the  fartheft  feems  to  have 
been  chofen,  and  the  troops  were 
fent  to  Lifbpn.  There  we  are  em- 
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ployed  in  compelling  the  French 
to  evacuate  Portugal  ;  a  country 
which  they  could  not  have  kept, 
had  Buonaparte  failed  in  the  fub- 
jugation  of  Spain,  and  which  could 
not  be  defended  againft  him,  if  he 
fucceeded ;  and  there  we  after¬ 
wards  remained  for  nearly  two 
months,  before  we  ftir  a  ftep  to 
join  our  allies.  The  moment  was 
urgent;  the  occafion  prefling; 
every  thing  depended  upon  promp¬ 
titude  of  adtion,  and  the  taking 
advantage  of  a  fmall  portion  of 
time ;  yet  two  months  elapfe  be¬ 
fore  the  army  is  even  put  in  march 
to  join  the  Spaniards,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  who  commanded  in  chief,  in 
giving  an  account  of  his  condu<5f, 
fays  that  no  arrangement  was  de¬ 
termined  on  for  that  purpofe.  The 
tranfports  which  ought  to  have 
conveyed  our  troops,  are  employed 
in  conveying  thofe  of  the  enemy  ; 
our  army,  compelled  to  make  a 
long  march  overland,  arrives  too 
late  for  any  effedlive  purpofe,  and 
the  enemy  triumphs  in  the  capital 
of  Spain  before  even  a  Britifh  muf- 
quet  is  fired. The  noble  lord  then 
difeufled  that  part  of  the  addrefs 
which  alluded  to  the  Cintra  con¬ 
vention,  and  profefted  himfelf  un¬ 
able  to  underftand  how  the  houfe, 
while  unacquainted  with  the  de¬ 
tails  of  that  tranfadtion,  could  ex- 
prefs  itfelf  in  reprobation  of  it, 
without  becoming  liable  to  the 
fame  reproach  to  which  the  city 
of  London  had  been  fubjedted  ;  that 
of  pronouncing  judgment  before 
inveftigation.  Of  the  convention 
itfelf,  the  blame  he  was  perfuaded 
lay  eflentially  with  the  minifters, 
and  would,  as  fuch,  in  due  time, 
become  the  fubjedt  of  inquiry. 

The  noble  lord  then  alluded  to 
an  important  topic,  of  which  no 

notice 
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notice  had  been  taken  in  the  fpeech, 
the  Hate  of  our  relations  with 
America.  The  embargo  which  had 
been  reforted  to  by  that  country, 
was,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
government.  That  meafure,  a 
noble  lord  had  confidently  afferted, 
would  eventually  be  beneficial  to 
this  country  ;  a  point  he  fhould  not 
now  difcufs,  though  he  did  not 
fear,  upon  a  proper  occafion,  to 
prove  the  reverfe.  But  interrup¬ 
tion  to  commercial  intercoufe, 
though  a  great,  was  not  the  only, 
nor  the  work  evil  with  which  it 
was  pregnant.  Whatever  was  the 
wifh  to  maintain  the  ufual  relations 
of  amity  which  prevailed  among 
the  people,  both  of  this  country 
and  of  America,  he  feared  that  the 
difpofition  of  the  government  of 
neither  country  correfponded  in  this 
refpedt  with  the  popular  fentiment. 
That  of  the  United  States  had,  in 
more  than  one  inftance,  manifefted 
its  partiality  to  the  fide  of  France ; 
and  he  was  firmly  perfuaded  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  king’s 
minifters  to  drive  things  to  ex¬ 
tremity  with  America.  They  would 
not  otherwise  have  negleded,  as 
they  had  done,  the  opportunity 
which  had  occurred  of  effedting  a 
complete  and  cordial  reconciliation. 
He  then  firongly  reprobated  the 
meafure  of  committing  ourfelves 
by  treaties  with  Spain,  in  the  pre- 
fent  precarious  Bate  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  With  refpedl  to  the  over¬ 
tures  from  Erfurth,  he  allowed  that 
he  did  not  think  peace  was  at  all 
attainable  :  the  affuming  of  the 
uti  pojfidetis  as  a  bafis  was  abfurd, 
as  it  implied,  at  that  very  time, 
that  we  fhould  retain  pofleffion  of 
Portugal,  and  that  the  French 
fhould  keep  thofe  provinces  of  the 


peninfula  which  were  then  occu¬ 
pied  '  by  their  armies.  The  aug¬ 
mentation  of  our  military  force  he 
admitted  to  be  neceffary,  but  he 
deprecated  the  employment  of  it 
in  the  manner  hitherto  purfued,  and 
declared  it  to  be  his  decided  opi¬ 
nion  that*  if  that  fvflem  was  con- 
tinued  to  be  added  upon,  and  the 
whole  armed  force  of  the  country 
fent  into  the  interior  of  Spain, 
the  deftrudtion  of  the  monarchy 
was  inevitable. 

Lord  Liverpool  (late  Lord 
Hawkefbury)  obferved  in  reply, 
that  from  the  caution  with  which 
it  was  worded,  the  addrefs  could 
not  poffibly  have  the  efredt  of  com¬ 
mitting  any  one  in  the  way  of 
approbation  of  thofe  mealures 
which  minifters  had  felt  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  adopt  with  refpedl  to 
Spain  ;  it  went  only  to  give  his 
Majefty  a  general  affurance  of  fup- 
port  in  maintaining  the  caufe  of  that 
people,  fo  long  as  they  proved  true 
to  themfelves.  In  what  way  thisfup- 
port  had  been  given,  or  how  it  was 
to  be  in  future  adminiflered,  would 
be  afubjedf  of  diftindl  and  detailed 
confideration  for  the  houfe  ;  in  the 
mean  while  they  were  merely  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  record  a  public  avowal 
of  their  determination  not  to  de- 
fert  that  caufe  which  the  country 
and  the  government  had  efpoufed  ; 
and  that  they  would  not  be  fo  far 
difmayed  by  the  reverfes  which 
had  been  experienced,  and  which 
were  from  the  beginning  to  be 
expedted,  as  to  renounce  that  fyl- 
tem  of  fupport  to  which  both  the 
king  and  the  nation  were  molt  fo- 
lemnly  pledged,  and  in  which  it 
was,  in  confequence  of  tliefe  re. 
verfes,  even  become  a  more  facred 
duty  to  perfevere.  Thofe  who  in¬ 
ferred  that  the  caufe  was  defperate, 

from 
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from  the  difaders  which  had  al¬ 
ready  happened,  reafoned  upon  a 
mod  con  trailed  and  im  per  fed;  view 
of  the  relative  fituations  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  the  conted.  The 
records  of  hiftory  abounded  in  in¬ 
dances  of  nations  who  had  been 
compelled  to  druggie  for  .their  in¬ 
dependence  under  fmiilar  circum- 
fiances,  and  after  maintaining  con- 
teds  for  ten  or  twenty  years,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  they  had  been 
almof!  uniformly  worded  in  battle, 
had  eventually  fucceeded,  in  fpite 
of  the  triumphs  of  their  adverfa- 
ries,  in  fecuring  the  objed  for 
which  they  contended.  The  cafe 
stfelf  was  mod  intereding  to  the 
bed  feelings  of  the  human  mind  ; 
it  offered  the  lad  chance  of  falva- 
tion  to  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and,  taken  in  a  more  contraded 
point  of  view,  our  own  immediate 
fecurity  was  in  dome  meafure  in¬ 
volved  in  its  fate.  With  refped 
to  the  meafures  which  had  been 
adopted,  he  was  ready,  when  the 
proper  period  came,  to  vindicate 
them,  both  in  whole  and  in  part. 
A  large  force  had  been  prepared 
with  unexampled  expedition,  and 
in  its  application  miniders  had 
taken  the  advice,  not  only  of  mi¬ 
litary  men  of  high  reputation  at 
home,  but  of  the  Spaniards  them- 
fel  ves,  who  both  in  the  north  and 
fouth  had  recommended  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Junot’s  army  as  the  mod 
acceptable  fervice  we  could  per¬ 
form.  Neither  had  there  been  one 
moment’s  unneceffary  delay  in  the 
march  of  our  troops  from  Portu¬ 
gal.  If  it  did  not  proceed  imme¬ 
diately  to  Spain  after  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  convention,  it  was  be- 
caufe  no  central  government  had 
been  then  edablifhed :  it  being 
impefuble  to  arrange  any  plan  of 
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operations  with  the  provincial  jun¬ 
tas.  With  regard  to  America, 
there  was  no  difpodtion  on  the 
part  of  the  Britidi  government  to 
irritate  that  country  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  every  thing  was  done  in  the 
tone  of  conciliation,  as  far  as  the 
honour,  the  intereds,  and  the 
rights  of  the  nation  would  allow  ; 
but  no  condderation  fhould  prevail 
upon  us  to  impair  thefe  things :  on 
the  vindication  of  them  depended 
our  national  drength  and  dignity  ; 
and  furely  they  were  not  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  America  at  the  very 
moment  when  (he  betrayed  fo  de¬ 
cided  a  partiality  in  favour  of 
France,  to  the  prejudice  and  in¬ 
jury  of  Great  Britain,  Lord 
Moira  and  Lord  Erlkine  fpoke  af¬ 
terwards  in  reprobation  of  the  con- 
dud;  of  miniders,  and  were  replied 
to  by  the  chancellor,  when  the  ad- 
drefs  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  dime  day,  the  fame  held 
of  difcudion  was  travelled  over  by 
the  feveral  parties  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Mr.  Ponfonby,  on  the 
part  of  oppodtion,  led  the  way  in 
a  fpeech  of  confiderabie  length,  and 
contended  that  never,  fince  Great 
Britain  had  attained  its  prefent 
rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
had  its  public  force  been  direded 
with  fo  little  fkill,  fo  little  fore¬ 
fight,  or  fo  little  fuccefs.  Lad  year 
a  treaty  had  been  concluded  with 
the  king  of  Sweden,  by  which  we 
dood  pledged  to  pay  that  monarch 
the  fum  of  ioo,oool.  monthly;  a 
dipulation  which  the  country  had 
faithfully  performed;  “  for  I  be¬ 
lieve,”  faid  Mr.  Ponfonby,  “that 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  there  arc  none 
who  will  think  of  accufing  thofe  of 
his  Majedy’s  council  with  ever 
having  been  wanting  in  vigour. 
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But  how  far  there  has  been  any 
thing  of  counfel,  of  concert,  of 
mutual  communication,  or  com¬ 
mon  underflanding  between  the 
two  governments,  in  conformity 
with  that  treaty,  we  can  form, 
fome  judgment  by  the  refult  of  the 
expedition  fent  out  under  Sir  John 
M  oore.  That  that  gallant  officer 
is  abfolved  from  all  blame,  even 
in  the  eflimation  of  miniflers  thenu 
felves,  is  manifeil,  as  they  have 
fmce  entrufled  him  with  a 
command  incomparably  more  im¬ 
portant.  V/as  it  then,  I  afk,  be- 
caufe  he  was  kept  in  ignorance  of 
the  mutual  counfel  and  concert  of 
the  two  governments,  or  was  it 
becaufe  there  exilted  in  our  ca¬ 
binet  neither  method,  nor  fyffem, 
nor  defign,  that  our  general,  with¬ 
out  a  fingle  muiket  being  fired  by 
his  army,  or  any  battalion  of  it 
formed  in  array  againfl  an  enemy, 
was  actually  compelled  to  make  his 
escape  from  Stockholm  in  difguife  ? 
was  it  here  that  we  were  to  look 
for  that  energetic  vigour  on  which 
the  prefent  fervants  of  the  crown 
have  ventured  to  plume  themfelves, 
or  were  to  feek  it  in  their  daf- 
tardly  aggreflion  upon  Denmark — 
an  aggreffion  in  which  we  had  fa- 
crificed  the  national  charadler,  with 
no  other  fruit  than  that  of  divert¬ 
ing  the  naval  efforts  of  that  people 
from  that  fyflem  of  fair  and  open 
contefl,  in  which  our  triumph  was 
allured  to  a  fpecies  of  predatory 
warfare,  far  more  fatal  to  our 
commerce  than  the  direct  naval 
hoflility  of  any  power  in  Europe. 
I  know  not  how  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  oppofite  may  view  fuch 
confequences  ;  I,  for  my  part,  can¬ 
not  but  confider  them  as  not  lefs 
injurious  titan  difgraceful — dif- 
graceful,  not  to  our  gallant  army 


or  to  its  commander,  but  Purely  to 
thofe  counfels  which  have  mani- 
fefted  no  further  proof  of  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  fyflem  ;  which  have  rea*i 
lized  no  other  promife  of  energy 
in  cultivating  refources,  or  of 
promptitude  in  applying  them,  fave 
in  a  fort  of  pantomimical  move¬ 
ment  of  fleets  and  armies  from  one 
end  of  Europe  to  the  other,  with¬ 
out  effecting  any  thing. ** 

Mr.  Ponfonby  then  adverted  to 
the  affairs  of  the  peninfula,  and 
profeffed  to  trace  in  the  meafures 
which  had  been  adopted  by  minif¬ 
ters  with  refpedt  to  that  country, 
the  fame  evidence  of  indecifion, 
and  want  of  fyflem,  which  had 
marked  their  conduct  in  the  north. 
In  deliberating  upon  the  belt  means 
of  affifling  the  Spaniards,  the  firfc 
object  for  their  confideration,  we 
fhould  fuppofe,  was  the  nature  of  the 
warfare  molt  likely  to  be  fuccefs- 
fully  carried  on  by  that  people ;  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  to  be  conducted  in  the 
field  according  to  the  modern  fyflem 
of  military  tadlics,  or  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  kind  of  defultory  attack 
by  the  hoff  of  the  Spanifh  popula¬ 
tion,  fupplied  by  Great  Britain 
with  arms  and  equipments, through¬ 
out  every  province  of  the  penin¬ 
fula.  He  knew  not  which  plan 
was  the  mofl  proper,  but  he  con¬ 
tended  that  the  two  were  incom¬ 
patible,  and  that  by  attempting  ta 
combine  both,  they  muff  neceffa^ 
rily  deflroy  the  energies  and  effi¬ 
cacy  of  one  of  them.  Yet  fuck 
would  feem  to  have  been  the  con- 
dudl  of  miniflers ;  they  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  adt  upon  both  fchemes, 
or  rather  they  had  decided  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  neither.  For  if  any  reli¬ 
ance  could  be  placed  on  the  newf- 
paper  accounts  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  inquiry,  it  would 
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feem  that  Sir  A.Wellelley  was  Tent 
out  without  any  fpecific  inftruc- 
tion,  without  any  direction  whither 
he  was  to  proceed,  or  with  what 
authority  in  Spain  he  was  to  con- 
fult  ;  but  with  a  kind  of  adven¬ 
turous  roving  commiffion,  to  do 
whatever  he  pleafed.  On  arriving 
at  Corunna,  he  conftilted,  it  feems, 
with  the  junta  of  Gallicia,  and  that 
body  had  recommended  to  him  not 
to  difembark  at  Sanrander,  but  to 
proceed  to  Portugal,  and  to  make 
that  country  a  point  of  union  and 
connexion  between  the  northern 
and  fouthern  provinces  of  Spain. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
anxiety  of  the  junta  of  Galiicia  to 
get  rid  of  a  French  force  in  poifef- 
fion  of  a  country  on  their  rear,  but 
it  was  difficult  to  fee  how  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  wilhes  could 
have  tended  to  the  delivery  of 
Spain.  The  French,  if  driven  out 
of  Spain,  could  not  poffibly  hold 
Portugal,  but  it  by  no  means  fol¬ 
lowed  that  the  polfeffion  of  Por¬ 
tugal  extended  a  reciprocal  protec¬ 
tion  to  Spain.  However,  it  was 
not  only  in  fending  our  army  to 
Portugal  in  preference  to  Spain, 
that  the  vigour  of  the  king’s  tni- 
nifters  was  illullrated.  Jr  was 
alfo  to  be  traced  in  the  various 
equipments  of  the  army  ;  it  was 
felt  in  the  want  of  artillery,  in  the 
derangement  of  the  commilfariat, 
in  the  fcanrinefs  of  the  cavalry 
force.  By  the  llatements  of  their 
own  general  officers,  it  appeared 
that  the  troops  were  fent  without 
plan,  without  inllrudlions,  almoft 
deftitute  of  cavalry,  and  deficient 
in  ilores  ;  the  artillery  not  fit  for 
the  operations  which  fhould  have 
been  purfued,  and  the  horfes  blind 
and  lame,  and  fome  even  dying  of 
old  age. 


[31 

Mr.  Ponfonby  then  alluded  to 
the  convention  of  Cintra,  and 
afked  how  the  difapprobation  which 
his  Majefty  had  formerly  expreffed 
could  be  reconcf. d  with  thofe  de- 
monftrations  of  triumph  which  his 
minitlers  had  ordered  on  the  firfl 
news  of  its  arrival  ?  His  Majefly, 
it  appeared,  had  a  different  feeling 
of  what  afftdied  the  honour  of  the 
country,  from  that  entertained  by 
his  fervants,  and  protelted  againft 
being  a  partner  in  this  difgraceful 
tranfaftion.  He  animadverted  on 
the  extraordinary  inaction  of  the 
troops  lor  above  two  months,  after 
the  fig  mature  of  the  convention;  a 
delay  the  molt  unaccountable,  as 
the  fpeedy  applicability  of  the 
Britifh  army  in  Spain  was  the 
chief  ground  of  expediency  on 
which  that  unhappy  treaty  relied. 
With  refpefl  to  Sweden,  he  fa  id 
he  did  not  fee  how  we  could  refufe 
the  ftipulated  fupply,  but  he  could 
not  help  lamenting  that  there  was 
not  the  fmalleft  probability  of  any 
good  arifing  from  that  power’s 
continuing  to  perfevere.  Pie  had 
faid  lalt  year,  that  the  moll  pru¬ 
dent  ufe  which  Sweden  could  make 
of  the  money  was  in  procuring  a 
peace  for  herfelf,  and  he  was  Hill 
of  the  fame  opinion.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  adverted  to 
our  conduct  towards  America, 
which  he  reprobated  as  intempe¬ 
rate  and  impolitic,  and  concluded 
by  giving  notice  ot  his  intention 
to  brin^  Ihortlv  this,  as  well  as 
the  other  important  matters  touch¬ 
ed  upon  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech, 
before  the  houfe,  as  matter  for  fepa- 
'Tate  and  detailed  difcuffion  :  with, 
this  underdanding,  he  Ihould  not 
oppofe  the  add  refs. 

Lord  Calllereagh  then  rofe  :  he 
began  by  retorting  on  Ins  oppo¬ 
nents 
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nents  their  reproaches  of  want  of 
vigour  and  indecifion,  and  re- 
quelling  them  to  recall  to  mind  the 
extent  and  energy  of  their  own 
exertions  in  fupport  of  the  caufe  of 
Europe,  at  a  crifis  fearcely  lefs 
momentous  than  the  prefent.  Pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  detail  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman’s  fpeeeh,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that,  with  refpedf  to  the 
operations  in  the  Baltic,  the  mili¬ 
tary  force  fent  to  Sweden  was  fo 
employed,  on  the  requifition,  nay 
entreaty,  of  the  Swedifh.  mlnifter 
in  this  country,  who  had  declared 
that  that  force  might  make  the 
whole  difference  of  the  falvation  of 
Sweden.  What  had  been  the  cir- 
cumhances  which  led  to  the  return 
of  the  troops,  the  houfe  was  not 
at  that  time  inveftigating  ;  minif- 
ters,  however,  would  have  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  affording  every  explana¬ 
tion,  except  what  might  wound 
the  feelings  of  our  ally,  or  affeft 
injurioufly  the  interefls  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fer  vice.  Ke  felt,  however,  no 
hefitation  in  declaring,  that  the 
gallant  commander  of  that  force 
flood  completely  exculpated.  Re- 
fpedling  Spain,  the  fubjeft  was  too 
large  and  too  important  to  be 
broken  down  in  a  debate  of  that 
kind.  He  fhould,  however,  ven¬ 
ture  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
animadverfions  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  whofe  own  opinion,  he 
remarked,  as  to  the  courfe  of  mili¬ 
tary  policy  which  ought  to  have 
been  adopted,  it  was  not  very  eafy 
to  coiled.  With  regard  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  regular  or  irregular  force, 
that,  the  caufe  of  events  had.already 
decided.  When  Madrid  was  eva¬ 
cuated,  every  province  felt  the 
neceffity  of  advancing  its  troops, 
and  they  had  confequently  become 
eonfolidated  in  the  centre  of  the 


kingdom.  Miniflers  therefore  had 
no  option— -the  option  had  been 
made  by  Spain.  They  had  chofen 
the  mode  of  regular  warfare,  and 
it  would  have  ill  befitted  us  to 
have  fnrunk  from  the  conteft,  and 
to  have  faid,  c<  We  will  give  you 
money,  ,>we  will  give  you  flores, 
but  we  will  not  hazard  our  blood 
in  your  defence.”  As  to  the  idea 
of  dire&ing  our  forces  in  the  firft 
inflance  to  Spain,  inflead  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  he  mull  fay  there  never  was 
a  notion  more  abfurd,  than  that  of 
a  comparatively  fmall  force  occu¬ 
pying  the  paffes  of  the  Pyrenees, 
and  cutting  off  entirely  the  com¬ 
munication  between  two  armies,  of 
numbers  infinitely  fuperior.  It 
was  not  true  that  our  troops  had 
failed  without  any  determinate  ob¬ 
ject  :  the  expedition  had  been  or¬ 
dered  to  go  direft  to  the  Tagus, 
in  confequenee  of  the  information 
of  Sir  C.  Cotton,  (which  however 
afterwards  turned  out  to  be  un¬ 
founded)  that  the  French  had  not 
above  jgooo  men  in  Lifbon  and  its 
neighbourhood,  and  that  Sir  A. 
Wellefley’s  forces  would  be  fuffi- 
clent  to  diflodge  them.  The 
troops,  then,  had  been  fent  with  a 
precife  objedf,  and  precife  inflruc- 
tions,  though  it  had  not  been 
thought  neceffary  fo  to  tie  up  the 
difcretion  of  the  general,  as  to  in¬ 
join  that  he  fhould  on  no  occafion 
take  advantage  of  the  favourable 
circumflances  which  might  occur, 
until  he  had  diredlly  communicated 
with  government  on  the  fubjedV, 
and  received  its  anfwer.  Refped- 
ing  the  want  of  cavalry,  he  was 
ready  to  ftrengthen  the  right  hon. 
gentleman’s  argument,  and  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  it  was  only  by  accident 
that  any  cavalry  at  all  had  been 
attached  to  it.  It  was  not  'con¬ 
ceived 
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delved  to  be  a  proper  defcription 
cf  force  to  fend  with  thofe  floating 
expeditions,  which  might  bC  a  long 
time  at  fea  before  they  found  a  fa- 
vourable  opportunity  of  landing. 
In  the  expedition  to  Portugal,  go¬ 
vernment  had  made  a  fufHcient  pro- 
vifion  even  of  cavalry,  and  our 
army  would  have  been  fuperior  to 
the  enemy  in  this  refpeCt,  if  the 
cavalry,  which  was  in  Mondego 
Bay  on  the  £oth,  the  day  before 
the  battle,  had  landed.  Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh  then  defended  the  condmfl 
of  government  with  refpetft  to  the 
convention  of  Cintra,  and  obferved 
that  it  wasimpoftible  not  do  rejoice 
at  the  victories  of  our  armies,  and 
the  liberation  of  Portugal,  how¬ 
ever  much  fome  of  the  articles  of 
that  treaty  might  call  for  clifap- 
probation ;  and  in  conclufion  he 
exprelfed  his  gratification  at  the 
intention  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  intimated,  of  bring¬ 
ing  forward  for  feparate  difeuflion 
ali  the  topics  upon  which  he  had 
touched ;  a  ftep  which  was  necef- 
fary,  not  merely  for  the  vindica¬ 
tion  of  minifters,  but  that  the 
country  fhould  feel  the  confidence 
it  was  neceffary  they  fhould  have 
in  the  prefer)  t  critical  iituation  of 
affairs. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declared  the 
country  was  now  coming  to  that 
ftate,  whether  by  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  minifters,  or  by  the  force 
of  events,  that  party  confident tions 
mud  ceafe.  The  hour  would,  how¬ 
ever  come,  when  the  houfe  fhould 
call  on  minifters  to  render  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ufe  they  had  made  of 
the  immenfe  power  which  had  been 
put  in  their  hands  ;  power  which, 

If  wifely  exerted,  might  have  pro¬ 
duced  the  moft  glorious  effeCts.  He 
could  not  blame  them  for  fending 
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a  Britifh  force,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  to  co-operate  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  but  fince  then  they  had 
had  time  enough  to  confider  the 
probable  eonfequences  of  fuch  a 
ftep.  It  was  novv  doubtful  whether 
we  had  not  ail  along  been  proceed¬ 
ing  upon  fade  information,  both 
with  refpeCt  to  Spain  and  to  Por¬ 
tugal— Were  our  rroops  in  reality 
agreeable  to  the  people  of  thofe 
countries?  He  had  reafon  to  doubt 
of  the  fa  61,  and  to  fear  that  not  a  few 
Spaniards  wifhed  fuccefs  to  Buona¬ 
parte  rather  than  to  us.  WTe  were 
not  fo  fure  as  we  formerly  thought 
ourfelves,  of  the  feelings  of  Spain  ; 
we  were  not  perfectly  content  with 
the  reception  which  we  had  met 
with  in  the  different  provinces  of 
that  country.  However  we  might 
deteft  the  ambition  and  injuftice  of 
Buonaparte  in  his  attack  upon 
Spain,  yet  the  means  he  purfued 
for  the  attainment  of  his  objeCt 
were  indifputably  judicious.  He 
abolifhed  the  inquifition,  feudal 
rights,  and  unequal  taxation.  T  his 
was  certainly  holding:  out  fome 
temptation  to  the  people  to  ac~ 
quiefee  in  the  changes  which  he 
wifhed  to  introduce  ;  whereas  the 
government  of  England  1  was  not 
connected  with  any  promife  of 
reform  in  thofe  evils,  wh’ch  dis¬ 
graced  the  old  regimen,  nor  with 
any  propofed  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  people. 

WTith  refpeCt  to  the  add  re  fa, 
there  were  fome  parts  which  had 
his  concurrence,  and  fome  not, 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  move 
any  amendment.  He  had  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  that  part  which  pledged 
the  houfe  to  fupport  his  Majefty 
in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war,  though  he  thought  it  un- 
neceffary  \  becaufe  every  war  muft 
eriss.  [CJ  be 
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be  profecuted  with  vigour  until 
there  was  an  end  of  it.  But  if 
it  was  to  be  underftood  that  by 
fuch  an  approval  he  was  to  be 
pledged  to  any  thing  like  a  helium 
ad  interne cionem^  he  mull  not  only 
diffent  from,  but  proteft  againll 
it.  God  forbid  that  we  Ihould 
abandon  the  Spanilh  caufe  while 
it  was  poffible  for  us  to  fupport  it 
with  any  profpedt  of  fuccefs  ;  but 
he  was  far  from  fure  that  the  time 
might  not  come  when  we  ihould 
have  to  treat  with  France,  after 
fhe  fhall  have  totally  fubdued 
Spain.  He  by  no  means  condemned 
minifters  for  having  rejected  the 
propofitions  fent  from  Erfurth,  as 
there  was  no  man  in  the  country 
who  could  admit  of  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  Spain  as  a  preliminary  of 
peace ;  but  what  he  found  fault  with 
was,  that  the  country  was  apt  to 
run  wild  upon  every  gleam  of  good 
fuccefs.  When  the  patriots  were 
fuccefsful  laft  fummer,  nothing  was 
fpoken  of,  or  thought  of,  but  the 
utter  ruin  of  Buonaparte,  and  many 
politicians  of  the  old  fchool  were 
even  arranging  the  divifions  into 
which  France  was  to  be  cut  up. 
He  was  weary  of  the  vaunting  ex- 
preffions  which,  for  the  laft  fixteen 
years,  he  had  been  ufed  to  hear 
about  the  deftrudlion  of  France, 
followed  as  they  uniformly  had 
been  by  its  aggrandifement.  At 
different  periods  of  the  war  it  had 
always  been  faid  that  England 
would  never  make  peace  unlefs  this 
thing  or  the  other  was  given  up, 
yet  we  afterwards  were  ready  to 
treat  with  her,  allowing  her  to 
retain  her  acquifitions.  He  re¬ 
gretted  that  nothing  had  been  men¬ 
tioned  refpedling  our  relations  with 
America.  The  fame  infatuation 
eemed  now  to  prevail  wit  hrefpedt 


to  that  country  as  in  the  late  Ame¬ 
rican  war.  There  were  the  fame 
taunts,  the  fame  farcafms,  and  the 
fame  affertions,  that  America  could 
not  do  without  us.  The  foreign 
fecretary  had,  to  a  propofition  moll 
juft  and  reafonable,  returned  fuch 
an  anfwer,  that  accommodation 
feemed  at  an  end,  and  the  Ame¬ 
rican  legiftature  almoft  unanimoufly 
refolved  upon  (hutting  all  their 
rivers  and  ports  againft  our  trade. 
He  moft  forcibly  deprecated  the 
idea  which  fome  thoughtlefs  per- 
fons  were  but  too  forward  to  propa¬ 
gate,  namely,  of  a  war  with  that 
country  ;  and  ridiculed  the  notion 
that  the  orders  of  council  could 
make  any  ferious  impreffion  on  the 
power  of  Buonaparte,  by  depriv¬ 
ing  his  fubjedis  of  colonial  pro¬ 
duce.  Notwithftanding  the  want 
of  fugar,  coffee,  and  Jefuit’s  bark, 
he  had  marched  his  200,000  men 
beyond  the  Pyrennees,  without 
leaving  a  fingle  ftraggler  behind; 
while  minifters  were  thinking  to 
break  up  his  refources  by  flopping 
the  importation  of  Weft  India  pro¬ 
duce. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  admitted 
that  minifters  flood  in  a  fituation 
of  refponftbility,  but  not  of  culpa¬ 
bility  :  they  had  done  their  duty 
in  following  up  the  feelings  of  the 
country,  and  in  ufing  the  means 
entrufted  to  them  in  fupport  of  the 
great  caufe  which  had  excited  thofe 
feelings,  referving  to  themfelves 
the  confideration  of  the  moft  eli¬ 
gible  manner  of  applying  the  na¬ 
tional  refources  to  the  objedl  in 
view.  As  to  the  propriety  of  de¬ 
liberation,  fo  much  infilled  upon 
by  Mr.  Ponfonby,  the  pofition 
was  undeniable.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  right  in  his  princi¬ 
ple,  but  he  feemed  to  refolve  to 
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atone  for  that  rectitude  by  being 
extremely  wrong  in  its  application. 
The  ftate  of  the  cafe  called  for 
prompt  exertion,  and  with  that 
call  minifters  thought  it  their  duty 
to  comply.  The  right  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  had  Hated  he  collected  the 
fads  from  which  he  argued  from 
the  newfpapers.  But  here  he  was 
under  a  miftake  ;  for  it  appeared 
that  wherever  he  found  his  fads, 
it  was  only  his  arguments  that 
were  collected  from  the  newfpa¬ 
pers,  in  which  they  were  to  be 
feen,  and  pretty  nearly  too  in  the 
fame  order  in  which  he  had  juft 
delivered  them.  Mr.  Canning 
then  entered  at  length  into  the 
queftion  refpeding  the  operations 
in  Spain,  and  infilled  upon  the  im¬ 
policy  of  fending  a  large  regular 
army  into  Spain,  before  the  force  of 
that  country  fhould  have  been  call¬ 
ed  forth  and  organized  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  co-operate  with  us, 
againft  the  fuperior  numbers  and 
ftrength  of  the  enemy.  Hence  had 
arifen  all  the  mifreprefentations 
concerning  the  demand  of  cavalry 
by  Spain.  Unqueftionably  the 
juntas  of  Gallicia  and  Afturias  had 
applied  for  reinforcements  of  ca¬ 
valry,  but  the  anfwer  had  been 
uniformly  the  fame,  that  a  Britilh 
army  fhould  be  fent  to  their  fup- 
port,  but  that  it  was  intended 
that  it  fhould  act  in  mafs,  and 
under  a  Britilh  commander.  The 
fame  circumftance  alfo  had  occa¬ 
sioned  the  various  mif-ftatements 
refpedting  the  delay  of  the  advance 
of  the  Britilh  army  from  Portugal, 
as  if  that  had  arifen  out  of  the 
circumftances  of  the  convention. 
The  fadt  was,  however,  that  the 
fupreme  central  junta,  had  not 
been  inftalled  till  the  daft  week  of 
September,  and  as  foon  as  the  in- 
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telligence  of  that  event  had  been 
received,  the  expedition  under  Sir 
David  Baird  was  ordered  to  fail, 
and  a  communication  made  to  the 
junta  of  Gallicia  and  to  the  fupreme 
junta,  requefting  an  order  for  per¬ 
mitting  the  troops  to,  land  in  GaL 
licia.  The  right  hon.  fecretary 
then  exprefted  himfelf  averfe  to 
any  attempt,  fuch  as  the  laid  fpeaker 
would  feem  to  have  advifed,  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  domeftic  concerns 
of  the  Spanilh  people,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  promoting  any  fyftem  of 
reform  or  improvement,  however 
fpecious  or  commendable  in  it- 
felf.  He  had  no  doubt,  if  they 
fhould  fuccced,  that  the  Spaniards 
would  be  happier,  and  he  mill¬ 
ed  freer  than  they  had  hitherto 
been,  but  that  happinefs  and  free¬ 
dom  fhould  be  of  their  own  choice, 
and  not  of  our  dictation.  Mr. 
Canning  then  fhortly  adverted  to 
our  relations  with  America,  and 
contended  that  the  application  of 
that  government  for  a  corapromife 
was  inadmifiible ;  there  exifted 
at  that  moment  an  order  in  force, 
excluding  Britifh  fhips  of  war  from 
the  American  ports,  while  French 
fhips  were  fo  admitted,  and  con- 
fequently  if  the  terms  offered  by 
America  had  been  accepted,  our 
commerce  would  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  America  without  a  fin  ip 
of  war  to  protect  it ;  while  the 
French  commerce  would  be  ex¬ 
cluded,  but  French  fin ips  of  war 
admitted,  and  the  ports  of  Ame¬ 
rica  thus  become  fo  many  nefts 
for  French  privateers  againft  Bri- 
tilh  commerce.  This  part  of  his 
fpeech  was  ably  commented  upon 
by  Mr.  Tierney  in  his  reply,  who 
obferved  that  this  exclufion  or  our 
fhips  of  war,  was  the  c.cnfcquence 
of  the  outrage  committed  on  the 
[C  2]  Chefa- 
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Chefapeake,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  orders  in  council.  He 
treated  with  contempt  the  notion, 
that  in  refcinding  our  orders,  be¬ 
fore  the  French  revoked  their  de¬ 
crees,  we  fhould  appear  to  make 
concefiions  to  the  enemy  ;  it  was  a 
principle  which  implied,  that  while 
France  was  perverfe,  we  mud  be 
obftinate,  even  though  it  directly 
militated  againft:  our  mtereft,  and 
againft  all  propriety  of  political 
condud.  (i  This  may  fuit  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  righthon,  gentleman,” 
continued  Mr.  Tierney,  but  will 
it  beananfwer  to  theftarving  manu- 
fadurers  of  this  country  ?  will  it 
be  an  anfwer  to  thofe  who  com¬ 
plain  of  the  price  of  bread  depend¬ 
ing  fo  much  as  it  now  does  on  the 
non-importation  of  flour  ?  1  well 
remember  when  former  miniflers 
talked  towards  America,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  does  now, 
and  this  is  a  point  on  which  he  will 
have  much  to  anfwer  to  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  I  fay  he  will  have  to  anfwer, 
for  I  am  perfuaded  that  nothing 
ever  was  written  in  this  country, 
that  produced  fuch  unfavourable 
effects,  as  the  letter  of  the  right 
hon.  fecretary  to  Mr.  Pinkney/9 
He  then  deprecated  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  a  war  with  America,  as  an 
evil  of  the  moft  perilous  import¬ 
ance  to  our  commerce,  and  ear- 
neftly  enforced  the  necefiity  of 
adopting  in  our  intercourfe  with 
that  government,  a  manner  more 
conciliatory,  and  more  adapted  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  fpirit  of  amity 
between  two  empires,  which  the 
identity  of  cyftoms,  language,  laws 
and  religion,  ought  ever  to  hold 
in  the  ftrideft  bonds  of  peace. 

We  have  given  thefe  debates  at 
a  greater  length,  perhaps,  than  any 
intcre#  attaching  to  the  particular 


fpeeches  delivered,  might  feem  to 
juftify  ;  but  the  opening  debate  of 
the  feflion  is  generally  worthy  of 
remark,  as  explanatory  of  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  feveral  parties  upon 
public  affairs,  and  of  the  ground 
which  they  will  probably  take  up 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  cam¬ 
paign.  The  general  fenfe  of  the 
country,  was  ftrongly  impreffed 
with  a  perfuafion  of  the  rieceffity  of 
vigoroufly  profecuting  the  war, 
whatever  difcontent  might  be  felt 
at  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
carried  on  ;  and  the  fame  convidion 
was  almoft  univerfally  expreffed  in 
parliament,  when,  on  the  31st,  the 
overtures  from  Erfurth  were  taken 
into  conflderation.  Mr.  Canning 
opened  the  difcuffion,  by  obferving 
that  whatever  hesitation  there 
might  be  in  approving  the  condud 
of  miniflers,  it  would  only  be  felt 
as  arifing  out  of  the  particular 
fleps  of  the  negotiation,  and  not 
as  to  the  principle  upon  which  it 
turned,  nor  the  refult  in  which  it 
terminated.  Any  man  who  recol¬ 
lected  the  fenfation  excited  by  the 
arrival  of  the  overture  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  mufl  remember  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  apprehenlion  was,  left  miniflers 
fhould  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  en¬ 
trapped  into  an  idle  and  deceitful 
negotiation,  which  could  only  tend 
to  forward  the  infidious  views  of 
the  enemy  ;  many  were  cf  opinion, 
from  the  unexampled  atrocity  of 
Buonaparte’s  condud  towards 
Spain,  that  we  fhould  have  been 
juftified  in  peremptorily  rejecting 
his  overtures,  not  only  upon  every 
ground  of  high  fpirit,  but  upon 
every  didate  of  found  principle  : 
upon  the  moral  principle,  he  could 
not  differ  from  thofe  who  thought 
thus  :  but  political  confiderations, 
which  were  not  always  to  be  cotv 
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tfouled  by  the  principles  of  mora<- 
lity,  feemed  to  point  out  another 
courfe,  which  might  afcertain  be¬ 
yond  all  pofllbiliry  of  doubt,  the 
real  intentions  of  the  enemy.  Mr. 
Canning  then  detailed  the  different 
fteps  of  this  fhort  negotiation.  No 
concefiion  had  been  demanded  of 
Buonaparte.  The  admiftion  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  alone  was  demanded  for 
the  Spanifh  government;  an  ad- 
miflion  which  would  not  decide  the 
right,  nor  interfere  with  any  de¬ 
puted  point,  but  limply  open  the 
way  to  immediate  negotiation  and 
eventual  decifion.  There  was  in 
this  no  demand  of  preliminary  con- 
ceflion  from  France  ;  it  was  only  re¬ 
quired  that  the  exifting  government, 
the  government  de  fadio,  fhould  be 
admitted  as  a  party  to  thepropofed 
negotiation.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
this  demand  would  have  more  pro¬ 
perly  been  introduced  in  the  nego¬ 
tiation  which  might  have  been  en¬ 
tered  into  upon  the  balls  of  the  uti 
fojjidetu.  But  by  what  right  could 
Spain  have  been  let  into  the  nego- 
ciation  upon  fuch  a  balls,  if  not 
allowed  to  be  an  original  party  ? 
We  had  no  right  to  treat  for  her 
upon  fuch  terms,  becaufe  we  had 
not  the  poffeflion  of  Spain. 

There  were  fome,  faid  Mr. 
Canning,  who  were  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
firft  overtures  was  but  a  mere 
wade  of  time,  and  that  confe- 
quently  they  ought  to  have  been 
rejeifted  at  once.  Minifters  how¬ 
ever  had  thought  the  trial  worth 
making  ;  and  the  circumftance  of 
Ruffia  being  a  party  in  the  appli. 
cation,  gave  itrength  to  any 
expe&ation  that  might  be  con- 
ceived-of  the  pofiible  teftoration  of 
theblelfingsof  peace.  Upon  the  pre- 


fumption  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruf- 
lia  felt  as  a  man  they  had  thought 
that  he  would  have  been  influenced 
by  the  feelings  of  human  nature, 
by  the  firft  motive  of  human  ac¬ 
tion,  the  principle  of  felf-preferva- 
tion,  and  that  confequently  he 
could  not  have  become  a  pafiive 
party  to  the  defigns  of  Buona¬ 
parte.  Rufiia,  moreover,  had  on 
all  occafions  particularly  interefted 
herfelf  for  the  honour  and  fecurity 
of  Spain.  Buonaparte  had,  how¬ 
ever,  inftantly  cut  fhort  all  treaty, 
by  anfwering  in  fubftance,  that 
the  Spanifh  people  fhould  not  be 
permitted  to  treat,  being  rebels 
againft  him  and  the  fovereign  it 
was  his  will  to  impofe  upon  them. 
If,  after  receiving  this  anfwer, 
continued  Mr.  Canning,  minifters 
had  receded  from  the  caufe  of 
Spain,  they  would  indeed  have 
deferved  all  the  taunts  which  dur¬ 
ing  the  interchange  of  couriers 
were  preparing  for  them.  He 
then  cxprelTed  his  hopes  for  the 
caufe  of  Spain.  It  was  faid, 
that  whenever  Buonaparte  had 
refolved  on  a  meafure,  and  de¬ 
clared  he  would  accomplifh  it,  fuch 
a  declaration  fhould  be  received  as 
the  fiat  of  a  fuperior  being,  againft 
which  it  was  folly  to  oppofe  any 
kind  of  refiftance.  He  never 
pledged  himfeif  to  any  thing,  but 
what  he  would  carry  into  execu¬ 
tion.  His  tefolves  were  infur- 
mountable.  His  career  was  not  to 
be  flopped.  Such  might  be  the 
opinion  of  fome,  but  fuch  was  not 
his  opinion,  nor  that  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation.  Even  were  the  fhip 
in  which  we  were  embarked  fink¬ 
ing,  it.  was  our  duty  to  ftruggle 
with  the  boifterous  elements,  but 
he  never  could  acknowledge  that 
[C  3  j  fuck 
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fuch  was  our  ftate ;  we  were  rid¬ 
ing  proudly,  and  nobly  buoyant 
on  the  waves.  If  we  had  agreed 
to  the  terms  propofed  by  Buona¬ 
parte,  Spain  would  have  been  in 
a  worfe  condition  than  when  (lie 
firft  rofe  againft  his  ufurpation  ; 
deferted  at  the  moment  of  her  ut- 
mod  need,  and  given  up  to  the 
vengeance  of  an  enraged  and  ty¬ 
rannous  conqueror.  In  thefe  en¬ 
lightened  days,  the  impofition  of 
a  foreign  dynafty  was  not  regarded 
with  fo  much  abhorrence,  as  it 
was  confidered  what  ufeful  regula¬ 
tions  the  ufurper  might  introduce. 
Glad  he  was  to  think  fo  deferable 
a  mode  of  reafoning  was  confined 
to  only  a  few  fpeculators  ;  the  ge¬ 
neral  fenfe  of  mankind  revoked 
againft  the  idea.  There  was  an 
irrefiftible  impulfe  which  bound 
men  to  their  native  foil,  which 
made  them  cherifh  their  independ¬ 
ence,  which  united  them  to  their 
legitimate  princes,  which  fired 
them  with  enthufiaftic  indignation 
againft  the  impofition  of  a  foreign 
yoke.  No  benefit  to  be  received 
from  a  conqueror,  could  in  their 
mind  atone  for  the  lofs  of  national 
independence.  Let  us  then  do 
homage  to  the  Spanifih  nation  for 
their  attachment  to  their  native 
foil  ;  an  attachment  which  in  its 
nature  is  divine,  and  do  not  let  us 
taunt  them  in  being  a  century  be¬ 
hind  us  in  civilization  and  know¬ 
ledge,  or  attached  to  prejudices  in 
religion,  in  politics,  or  in  arts 
which  we  have  happily  furmount- 
ed.  The  right  hon.  fecretary  then 
moved  an  addrefs  thanking  his  ma- 
jefty  for  the  communication  on 
this  fubjeft  made  to  the  houfe, 
pledging  themfelves  to  fupport 
him  in  the  maintenance  of  the  war. 


and  approving  of  the  line  of  con- 
duff  purfued  by  minifters  on  the 
occafion  of  the  overtures  from 
Ruffiia. 

Mr.  Whitbread  admitted,  that, 
after  the  anfwer  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  negotiation  was  out  of 
the  queftion,  but  he  contended 
that  the  right  hon.  fecretary  had 
provoked  that  anfwer  by  his  ill- 
placed  taunts,  and  by  a  wanton  and 
unjuftifiable  arrogance  in  replying 
to  a  fair  overture.  It  was  an 
error  too  prevalent  with  indivi¬ 
duals  in  office,,  to  affume  in  their 
communications  with  an  hoftile 
power,  every  virtue  to  themfelves, 
and  to  charge  their  opponents  with 
every  vice;  but  the  aggrefiions  of 
human  governments  were,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  neither  new  or  unfre¬ 
quent,  and  it  was  fomewhat  ex¬ 
traordinary  to  hear  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  committed  an  afl 
which  exceeded  the  moil  atrocious 
occurrences  in  our  hiftory,  (the 
attack  on  Copenhagen)  complain 
againft  France,  that  her  ufurpation 
of  Spain  was  unparalleled.  The 
firft  communication  which  came 
from  the  enemy  was  in  his  opinion 
perfectly  unexceptionable ;  nor  was 
it  true  that  Buonaparte  had  in 
that  paper  required  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  Spain  as  a  preliminary, 
for  it  was  only  ftated  by  him  after 
he  had  received  the  reply  of  our 
government.  There  had  been  two 
inftanees  before,  where  direct  pro- 
pofals  of  peace  from  Buonaparte  to 
the  king,  had  been  made  in  vain. 
Every  body  remembered,  and  al- 
rnoft  every  body  now  regretted, 
the  manner  in  which  the  firft  over¬ 
ture  of  that  nature  had  been  re¬ 
jected.  However  highly  he  re- 
fpeCted  the  noble  lord,  who  was 
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then  the  fecretary  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  his  opinion  of  that  tranf- 
adion  remained  the  fame.  Expe¬ 
rience,  and  the  evidence  of  fads, 
were  then  the  burden  of  the  fong. 
Heavy  indeed  was  the  fong,  and 
he  feared  it  was  a  knell  which 
founded  the  doom  of  the  country. 

In  his  opinion,  Mr.  Whitbread 
continued,  the  mode  in  which  we 
fhould  have  conducted  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  was  to  have  made  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  Spain,  a  firft  condi¬ 
tion  of  peace,  but  not  to  have  in¬ 
filled  upon  it  as  a  preliminary. 
Buonaparte  did  not  propofe  the 
abandonment  of  Spain  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  ;  it  was  the  right  hon.  fecre¬ 
tary  who  made  the  admiffion  of 
the  Spanilh  nation  as  parties,  a 
preliminary  to  all  negotiation.  It 
was  not  till  after  his  firffc  commu¬ 
nication  had  been  anfwered  in  an 
infulting  tone,  that  the  French 
emperor  ufed  infulting  expreffions. 
He  had  always  thought  it  wrong 
to  ufe  fuch  language  towards  Buo¬ 
naparte  ;  for  after  all,  if  we  ever 
wifhed  for  peace,  it  was  probably 
with  this  man  that  we  mull  make 
it,  and  the  price  would  at  leaft  be 
the  ufe  of  fomething  like  decorous 
language  towards  a  power  proba¬ 
bly  the  greatell  that  ever  exilled. 
He  did  not  conceive  peace  to  be 
fo  dangerous  as  fome  people  fup- 
pofed.  Buonaparte  had  got  almoll 
the  whole  of  Europe  by  war,  and 
he  did  not  fee  how  he  could  have 
done  more  by  peace.  In  his  opi¬ 
nion  on  this  fubjed,  he  knew  he 
was  in  a  fmall  minority,  both  in 
that  houfe  and  the  country ;  it 
was  for  that  reafon,  more  efpe- 
cialty,  his  duty  to  Hate  the  ground 
upon  which  he  felt  himfelf  jultified 
in  differing  from  fo  many.  He 
again  repeated  hi?  regret,  that  the 
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offer  for  negotiation  had  been  fo 
abruptly  rejected,  and  in  terms  fo 
irritating.  Even  in  treating  with 
France,  it  was  better  to  treat  with 
a  fpirit  of  as  little  acrimony  as 
poffible,  for  fay  what  you  will, 

(t  to  this  completion  we  muff 
come  at  lad  we  muff  ultimately 
treat  with  Buonaparte,  and  he 
trufted  that  when  we  did  fo,  we 
fhould  hardly  ad  as  the  Roman 
king  with  the  Sybil ;  be  content 
to  take  the  three  volumes  upon 
the  fame  terms  upon  which  fhe  had 
previoufly  proffered  the  nine.  Mr. 
Whitbread  then  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  an  addrefs  alluring  his  ma- 
jefty  that  the  houfe  would  have 
viewed  with  deep  regret  any  in¬ 
clination  on  the  part  of  his  ma- 
jefty  to  abandon  the  caufe  ©f  Spain, 
but  Hating  that  from  the  papers 
before  them,  it  did  not  appear  that 
any  fuch  difgraceful  conceffion  was 
required  by  the  other  belligerent 
powers  in  the  late  overtures  as  a 
preliminary  to  negotiation  ;  and 
that  the  previous  requisition  on 
our  part  of  the  admiffion  of  the 
Spanilh  government  as  a  party, 
was  unwife  and  impolitic,  unne- 
ceffary  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
great  caufe  of  Spanifh  independ¬ 
ence,  and  obvioully  calculated  to 
prevent  all  further  intercourfe  on 
the  fubjed  of  peace.  After  fur¬ 
ther  reprefenting,  that  it  appeared 
to  the  houfe  that  an  overture  made 
in  terms  refpedful  to  his  majefty, 
lliould  have  been  anfwered  in  lan¬ 
guage  more  moderate  and  conci¬ 
liatory,  and  that  immediate  and 
decifive  Heps  ought  to  have  been 
taken  for  entering  into  negotiation 
upon  the  bafis  of  that  overture  ; 
the  amendment  concluded  by  pray¬ 
ing  the  king  to  avail  himfelf  of  any 
opportunity  which  may  offer  of 
[C  4]  acced- 
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acceding  to  or  commencing  a  nego¬ 
tiation  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
bleflings  of  peace,  on  fach  terms  as 
the  circumftances  of  the  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  may  render 
compatible  with  the  true  interefts 
of  the  empire,  and  the  honour  of 
his  majeftv’s  crown. 

Mr.  Ponfonh},  in  a  few  words, 
oppofed  the  amendment  of  his  hon, 
friend.  He  could  not  but  think 
that  minifters  had  afted  perfectly 
right  in  demanding  a  quick  expla¬ 
nation  refpefting  the  admiffion  of 
Spain  as  a  party  to  the  treaty  ; 
Mid  even  with  refpeft  t@  the  tone 
in  which  the  overtures  had  been 
anfwered,  although  he  was  far 
from  approving  of  it  in  itfelf,  yet 
lie  could  not  believe  that  any  tone, 
however  moderate,  would  have 
had  the  leaft  efieft  in  the  negocia- 
uon.  After  the  pledge  which,  on 
the  25th  or  Odober,  Buonaparte 
had  given  to  his  fenate  for  thepro- 
fecutfon  of  the  war  in  Spain,  the 
reply  of  the  fenate,  and  the  vote 
of  160,000  men  with  which  it  was 
followed  up,  it  was  irnpofiibie  to 
fuppofe  that  any  moderation  of 
tone  would  have  diverted  his  pur. 
pofes.  Mr.  Croker  obferved,  that 
Mr,  Whitbread  had  fet  out  by 
doing  Buonaparte  the  favour  of 
trying  to  find  a  parallel  for  his 
late  attack  upon  Spain,  and  he 
boafts  of  having  found  many  ;  but 
in  the  regifter  of  Britifh  diicuffion, 
in  the  recolledions  of  Britifh  feel, 
ing,  1  defy  him  to  find  a  parallel 
for  his  own  fpeeeh  ;  a  fpeech  caL 
culated  only  to  advocate  the  caufe 
of  the  enemy.  I  do  not  mean  to 
reprefen t  him  as  an  intentional  ad¬ 
vocate  of  the  enemy  ;  but  I  will 
afiert,  that  whether  intentionally 
or  not,  he  has  taken  that  courfe, 
by  his  elaborate  refearches  for  ex¬ 


amples  which  might  keep  the 
French  government  in  countenance. 
Whoever  produces  gratuitojfiy,  in 
the  difeufiion  of  one  crime,  exam¬ 
ples  and  infiances  of  greater  ones, 
extenuates  undoubtedly  the  atro¬ 
city  of  that  one  by  a  comparifoo 
with  others.  But  even  if  he  were 
not  fo  deeply  to  blame  for  this 
comparifoo ;  fuppofing  that  this 
courfe  was  neceffary  to  his  argu~ 
ment,  even  here  he  had  been  in 
error :  he  had  produced  no  pa¬ 
rallel  inftance  ;  the  hiflory  of  the 
world  did  not  furnifh  one  ;  and  he 
had  fruitlefsly  gone  out  of  his  path 
to  weaken  the  caufe  of  his  country. 

Mr.  C.  then  alluded  to  the 
calumnious  allufion  to  the  Irifti 
catholics  in  Champagny's  reply  j 
a  topic  which  aroufed  General 
Mathew,  who  entered  into  a  vio¬ 
lent  and  ill-timed  defence  of  the 
conduft  of  his  countrymen,  with 
little  apparent  confideration  of  its 
connexion  with  the  fubjeft  before 
the  houfe.  He  was  perfifting  in 
this  ftrain,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by  the  fpeaker.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  obferved,  that  it  might 
be  difagreeable  to  the  ears  of 
Englifhmen,  to  hear  the  perilous 
filuation  of  their  country  de¬ 
fer  i  bed  j  to  have  enumerated  a 
train  of  occurrences  more  cala¬ 
mitous  and  unprovident,  probably, 
than  had  ever  difgraced  any  nation 
on  the  face  of  the  globe  ;  but  ft  ill, 
had  he  not  been  inftrufted  by  the 
fuperior  judgment  of  the  fpeaker, 
he  fhould  have  thought  that  the 
hon.  general  might  have  pro¬ 
ceeded,  and  have  fairly  introduced 
any  parallel  inftance  of  atrocity, 
when  told  that  the  aft  of  the 
French  emperor,  by  which  this 
country  was  precluded  from  treat¬ 
ing  with  him,  was  an  inftance  of 
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the  moft  unparalleled  atrocity 
which  had  ever  difgraced  any 
country.  Whatever  were  Buona-* 
parte’s  merits,  it  would  at  lead  be 
allowed  that  he  knew  the  bed 
means  of  accomplifhing  the  objeds 
which  he  had  in  view.  Having 
then  received  from  him  a  taunt  as 
to  an  unprotected  part  of  our  do¬ 
minions,  let  us  take  the  hint,  and 
by  an  aft  of  our  own,  render  a 
repetition  of  the  taunt  unneceffary. 
With  refpefl  to  the  Spanifh  war, 
he  confeffed  he  faw  no  rational 
hope  of  our  attaining  the  object 
propofed.  The  abfurdity  of  afting 
upon  the  divine  right  of  kings  had 
been  the  misfortune  of  this  reign. 
In  fupport  of  it,  we  had  made  an 
unavailing  walk  of  blood  and 
treafure,  but  we  had  never  yet 
embarked  in  any  legitimate  objeft. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  profelfed 
himfelf  fatisfied  that  no  peace  was 
to  have  been  expected  from  the 
overtures  at  Erfurth,  but  upon  the 
abandonment  of  Spain  ;  and  that  it 
was  by  arms,  and  not  by  negocia- 
tion,  that  the  fate  of  Spain  was  to 
be  decided.  Our  charafter  with 
Spain  was  Hill  to  be  gained,  and 
if  we  vvifned  to  infpire  her  with  a 
belief  that  we  meant  to  make  an 
exerrion  in  her  favour,  our  conaufl 


fhould  have  been  in  unifon  with 
our  declaration,  and  not  calculated 
to  raife  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
the  Spanifh  people  as  to  our  fin- 
cerity,  or  that  we  meant  to  bring 
the  caufe  of  Spain  into  our  market. 
With  regard  to  the  obfervations 
fo  eloquently  urged  in  the  fpeech 
of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  in  the  principal 
part  of  the  fentiments  of  which  he 
cordially  concurred,  he  obferved, 
that  whether  our  making  common 
caufe  with  Spain  was  right  or 
wrong,  we  had  already  made  our 
election  ;  our  part  was  chofen,  and 
an  abandonment  of  it  would  have 
been  alike  detrimental  to  our  ho¬ 
nour  and  our  intered.  He  depre¬ 
cated  the  tone  of  infult  in  which 
Mr.  Canning's  anfwer  was  con¬ 
ceived,  but  at  the  fame  time  con¬ 
feffed  that  he  did  not  fee  any  mode 
by  which  the  intentions  of  the 
French  emperor  could  be  altered. 
He  ihould  vote  for  the  addrefs,  un» 
derdanding  it  to  exprefs  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  perfevere  in  the  war, 
without  implying  any  approbation 
ot  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
conduced.  Mr.  Whitbread,  find¬ 
ing  himfelf  almoft  wholly  without 
fuppoit,  did  not  attempt  to  divide 
the  houfe,  and  the  add  refs  was 
carried. 


CHAP.  III. 

Proceedings  of  Parliament  continued.  Lord  Liverpool  moves  the  Thanks  of  the 
Houfe  for  the  Battles  of  Vi  mi  era  and  Corunna.  Similar  Motions  are  agreed t  o  in 
the  Commons ,  and  a  Monument  voted  to  the  Memory  of  Sir  Johrl  Moore.  Lord 
H.  Petty  animadverts  upon fome  At/empts  to  detract  from  that  Officer's  Merit* 
Shortly  after  he  brings  the  Subjed  of  the  Campaign  in  Portugal  before  the 
Houfe  in  an  elaborate  Speech.  Dwells  upon  the  Fludiuition  of  Council 
as  to  the  Objed  of  the  Expedition.  Indefinite  Nature  of  the  Orders  to 
the  Commanders .  Deficient  State  ofi  the  Equipments.  Want  of  Cavalry , 
and  of  Horfe.Tranf ports.  Singular  Principle  of  Se  led  ion  in  the  Supply  of 
the  Artillery  Horfes .  Rapid  SucceJJion  of  Commanders ,  necefi'ariJy  defray - 
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ing  all  Unity  of  Com/el  and  Adi  ion.  Lord  Henry  concludes  by  moving 
two  Refolutions  in  Reprobation  of  the  whole  Con  dud  of  the  Campaign „ 
Lord  Caflereagh ,  in  Reply ,  explains  the  Gircumflances  tinder  which  the 
Expedition  took  place ,  a?id  vindicates  the  Nature  of  the  Equipment  of  the 
Expedition.  General  Tar  let  on  fupports  the  Refolutions .  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lefey  explains  the  Motives  which  governed  his  Condud  throughout  the 
Campaign ,  and  his  own  Opinion  as  to  the  Occafon  of  its  Failure »  Defends 
the  Propriety  of  the  Cintra  Convention.  Mr.  Windham  follows,  and  enters 
elaborately  into  the  Queflion.  Endeavours  to  Jhew  that  the  Deficiency  of 
Cavalry  had  in  fad  occafeoned  the  Convention.  Ridicules  the  Syfiem  a  died 
upon  in  the  Appointment  of  the  Commanders.  Obferves  upon  the  contra - 
didory  Opinions  which  Minifers  feem  to  have  entertained  as  to  the  Merits 
of  the  Convention.  Defgnates  the  Mcafure  of  fending  Troops  to  Portugal 
at  all  as  injudicious  and  ufelefs.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Lord  Caflereagh  recriminate  on  the  Condudi  of  their  Opponents  when  in 
Power.  Mr.  Whitbread  reprobates  this  Mode  of  Jufification.  Mra 
Canning  defends  the  inf  it  ut  ing  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry ,  and  vindicates  the 
Appointment  of  the  Generals.  General  Fergufon  and  Mr.  Yorke  follow . 
Lord  H.  Petty  replies,  and  the  previous  Quefion  is  carried  upoti  a  Divifon. 
Mr.  Ponfonby  moves  a?i  Inquiry  into  the  late  Campaign  in  Spain .  Grounds 
of  his  Motion.  Lord  Caflereagh  oppofes  it.  Explains  the  Reafons  why 
the  Expedition  had  not  failed  earlier,  and  contends  that  no  Blame  could 
attach  to  Government  in  the  Affair.  Mr.  Tierney  afs  why  the  Troops 
about  to  be  embarked  had  bee?i  remanded,  and  infifs  generally  upon  the 
Necejfty  of  an  Inquiry.  Mr.  Canning  points  out  the  M if  rep  refentations 
by  which  the  public  Judgment  had  been  mifed,  and  protefs  againf  the 
Tone  of  Defpondency  ajfumed  on  the  Subjed  ofSpaniJh  Affairs.  Motion  of 
Earl  Grey  in  the  Lords  cerfuring  the  Condud  of  the  Campaign.  Reply 
of  Lord  Liverpool.  Motion  lof.  Similar  Motion  by  Earl  Temple  in  the 
Commons.  Allufons  to  the  Condud  of  Mr.  Frere.  Lord  Caflereagh 
explains  the  Amount  of  our  Lofs.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Tierney , 
Mr.  Bathurf ,  and  Mr.  Whitbread.  The  Motion  negatived  upon  a 
Divifon. 


ON  the  23d,  Lord  Liverpool 
moved  the  thanks  of  the 
houfe  to  Sir  A.  Wellefley  for  his 
fervices  in  the  battle  of  Vimiera  : 
an  amendment  was  moved  by  Lord 
Moira  to  infert  in  the  vote  the 
name  of  Sir  H.  Burrard,  which 
was  negatived,  and  the  motion 
pafled  unanimoufly.  Two  days 
after  a  flmilar  vote  of  thanks  was 
moved  for  the  battle  of  Corunna, 
and  pafled  after  a  fliort  debate,  in 
which  all  parties  concurred  in  eulo¬ 
gizing  the  memory  of  Sir  John 


Moore,  though  Lord  Grenville  re¬ 
gretted  the  incapacity  which  had 
rendered  fuch  ikill  and  valour  in- 
effedual ;  and  Lord  Brfkine  intern- 
perately  declared,  that  except  with 
regard  to  the  renown  of  the  troops 
we  had  loft,  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  had  them  fhot  on 
the  parade  in  St.  James’s  park. 
The  fame  motions  were  made  in 
the  commons,  and  pafled,  with  the 
fame  comments  on  the  part  of  oppo- 
fition,  who  ftudioufly  exalted  and 
even  exaggerated  the  merits  of  the 
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departed  general,  with  the  obvious 
purpofe  of  more  furely  fixing  the 
blame  of  failure  on  mlnifters.  A 
monument  was  voted  to  his  me¬ 
mory,  on  which  occafion  Lord 
Henry  Petty  noticed,  in  a  drain 
of  eloquent  indignation,  the  at- 
*  tempt  of  a  minifierial  paper  to 
attach  fome  blame  to  that  officer’s 
conduCl.  (i  I  would  be  far/7  faid 
he,  “  from  imputing  to  the  noble 
lord  the  having  given  the  prints  in 
queftion  his  authority.  I  have  a 
right  to  conclude  that  his  opinion 
of  the  tranfcendant  merits  of  the 
officer,  whofe  lofs  we  deplore,  is 
as  high  as  any  entertained  by  any 
member  of  this  houfe  [here  Lord 
Cadlereagh  fignified  his  aflent]  ; 
and  when  I  allude  to  this  pitiful 
attempt  of  a  journalid,  to  tear 
from  a  gallant  foldier’s  grave  the 
laurels  which  his  country’s  wifhes 
have  planted  there,  it  is  merely 
that  the  attempt  may  be  marked, 
and  expofed  to  public  reprobation. 
In  what  I  have  faid  I  would  not 
be  underftood  to  infinuate,  that 
though  death  canonized  great  men, 
it  Ihould  be  a  fhelter  for  raifeon- 
du£t.  If  there  has  been  mifeon- 
duft,  trace  it  to  its  proper  fource ; 
vifit  its  confequences  upon  its  pro¬ 
per  authors  ;  but  let  every  attempt 
to  transfer  the  blame  from  the 
guilty  living  to  the  blarnelefs  dead 
be  fcouted  with  an  honed  and 
manly  indignation.”  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  under dand  why  the  editor 
in  quedion  had  not  ae  good  a  right 
to  make  up  and  to  declare  his  mind 
refpeCting  the  merits  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  as  the  noble  lord  himfelf ; 
and  at  any  rate,  the  journalid’s 
cenfure  of  the  conduct  of  that 
general  was  hardly  more  prema¬ 
ture  than  the  unqualified  encomium 
which,  without  any  better  means 
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of  judging,  his  lordfhip  had  thought 
proper  to  pafs  upon  it. 

The  quedion  of  our  operations 
in  the  peninfula,  however,  were 
ihortly  brought  more  dire&ly  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe.  With  refpedl  to 
the  convention  of  Cintra,  Lord 
Henry  Petty  moved  two  refelu- 
tions,  dating,  fird,  that  it  had 
difappointed  the  hopes  and  expect 
tations  of  the  country,  and,  fe- 
condly,  that  the  caufes  and  cir- 
cumdances  which  immediately  kd 
to  it,  appeared  to  have  arifen  from 
the  mifeonduft  and  negleCl  of  his 
Majedy’s  miniders.  His  lordlhip 
obferved,  that  he  conceived  a  par¬ 
liamentary  invedigation  of  the 
fubjedl  was  in  no  degree  precluded, 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
inquiry  ;  a  tribunal  utterly  incom¬ 
petent  to  give  fatisfaClion  to  the 
nation,  and  which,  by  opening  its 
doors  to  the  public,  calling  upon 
the  very  parties  to  give  their  tefti- 
mony,  and  drawing  from  them  in¬ 
formation  by  which  they  were  to 
be  fubjedled  to  criminal  profecu- 
tion,  was  calculated  rather  to  de¬ 
feat  than  to  promote  the  ends  of 
juft  ice. 

“  At  the  time  when  the  refo- 
lution  was  taken  to  affid  the  Spa¬ 
niards,”  continued  Lord  H.  Petty, 
(<  there  was  a  confiderable  expedi¬ 
tion  at  Cork  prepared  for  didant 
fervice.  There  was  another  force 
in  the  Mediterranean  under  General 
Spencer,  which  had  been  Pent  to 
take  pofieffion  of  Ceuta,  but  when 
it  arrived,  the  attempt  on  Ceuta 
was  found  to  be  impracticable. 
A  third  army  had  been  difpatched 
upon  a  voyage  of  difeovery  and 
obfervation,  to  look  out  for  an 
expedition  in  the  Baltic.  Thus 
government  had  at  that  time  in 
aCtual  readinefs  three  didinCt  rnades 
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of  difpofabie  force.  Lord  Caffle- 
reagh  was  a&ually  rich  in  his  own 
failures.  It  was  refolved  to  fend 
a  force  to  affift  the  Spanilh  patriots. 
Sir  A.  Wellefley  was  appointed  to 
the  command,  and  the  ultimate 
deftination  of  the  expedition  was 
Portugal.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  pofleffion  of  Portugal  itfelf, 
nothing  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
port  of  Liflbon,  as  a  fource  of  im¬ 
mediate  fuccour  to  the  Spaniards, 
which  could  point  out,  much  lefs 
juftify,  that  deflination.  1  do 
not,  however,  deny,  that  there 
were  objects  in  Portugal  which 
claimed  our  attention.  There  were 
in  that  country  a  French  army 
and  a  Ruffian  fleet,  and  the  capture 
of  tHefe  was  both  an  objefl  highly 
Important  in  itfelf,  and  from  the 
nature  of  their  pofition,  apparently 
of  no  difficult  attainment.  We 
faw  a  French  army  in  a  pofition 
in  which  it  was  cut  off  from  all 
means  of  affiftance,  fltuated  in  an 
unfriendly  country,  deprived  of 
every  fuccour  by  fea  and  land. 

(i  But  the  fliores  of  Portugal,  it 
fee  ms,  were  not  the  firft  objefts  of 
the  expedition  :  it  fluctuated  be¬ 
tween  the  northern  and  fouthern 
coafts  of  Spain  ;  and  the  fuggeftion 
of  carrying  it  to  Portugal,  far 
from  having  been  founded  upon 
any  previous  original  determina¬ 
tion,  was  taken  up  in  forty-eight 
hours  upon  the  fuggeflion  of  the 
Spanifn  deputies.  By  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh's  letter  of  the  21ft,  it  would 
appear,  that  Spain  was  the  deflina¬ 
tion  of  the  army.  He  fays  that 
it  would  be  better  to  bring  the 
whole  force  together,  than  to  truft 
to  a  junction  on  the  (bores  of 
Spain ;  but  from  that  moment 
every  thing  was  trufted  to  a  junc¬ 
tion  01  the  (hores  of  Spain.  Sir 


A.  Wellefley's  expedition  failed 
feparately  ;  the  cavalry  belonging 
to  it  failed  feparately ;  General 
Moore's  expedition,  General  Ac- 
land’s  expedition,  the  whole  of  the 
ordnance,  failed  feparately  ;  and 
the  junction  of  all  thefe  forces  and 
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equipments  was  left  to  be  effected 
on  the  coaft  of  Spain.  On  the 
28th  of  June,  one  letter  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  Admiral  Purvis,  direfling 
him  to  fend  intelligence  to  Sir 
Arthur  on  the  north  coaft  of  Soain, 
and  another  to  General  Spencer, 
telling  him  that  Sir  Arthur  was 
to  co-operate  with  him  ;  fo  that 
the  machinery,  by  which  the  ex¬ 
pedition  was  to  be  worked,  was, 
that  the  admiral  off  Cadiz  was  to 
fend  requifltes  to  Sir  Arthur  on 
the  north  coaft  of  Spain,  which 
were  to  induce  Sir  Arthur  to  fend 
orders  to  General  Spencer,  who 
was  in  the  fouth.  Thi^  is  on  the 
28th.  On  the  30th,  a  fuggeftion 
of  the  Spanifti  deputies  overturns 
the  whole  plan  ;  and  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh  writes  to  inftruft  Sir  Arthur, 
4  to  expel  the  French  from  Portu¬ 
gal  words  of  which  Sir  H.  Dal- 
rymple  has  faid,  that,  if  they  were 
felefted  for  being  equivocal,  they 
cOuld  not  have  been  more  fo.  On 
the  morning  of  the  30th,  thefe  in- 
ftruflions  were  fent ;  on  the  night 
of  the  30th,  new  inftruflions  were 
defpatched,  in  confequence  of  frefh 
defpatches  from  Sir  C.  Cotton,  that 
there  were  only  4000  men  left  to 
defend  the  forts  of  the  Tagus, 
Whether  it  was  ftated  how  the 
20,000  French  became  reduced  tp 
4.000,  I  know  not,  but  the  infor¬ 
mation  was  believed,  and  atfted 
upon  without  hefttation.  The 
expedition  was  fent  off*  to  Portu¬ 
gal  ;  it  arrives  in  time  to  difeover 
the  utter  falfehood  of  the  ftatement, 

and 
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gnd  the  Britifh  commander  is  com¬ 
pelled  to  execute  very  imperfectly 
the  fervicc  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed. 

The  equipment  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  correfponded  to  the  preci- 
flon  of  its  plan.  We  have  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Sir  A.  Wellefley  him¬ 
felf,  that  there  was  not  a  point  in 
which  cavalry  would  not  have  been 
ferviceable,  and  yet  300  only  were 
fent  out  with  him.  Afterwards, 
when  it  was  difeovered  that  inftead 
of  4000,  Junot  had  20,000  men, 
with  a  large  proportion  of  cavalry, 
the  noble  lord  informed  Sir  Arthur, 
that  a  proportion  of  cavalry  would 
alfo  accompany  him,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  700  are  embarked.  This  is 
the  whole  amount  ;  for  even  in¬ 
cluding  General  Stewart's  divilion, 
which  did  not  reach  the  Tagus  till 
September,  the  number  of  cavalry 
in  Portugal  never  exceeded  1500 
men.  The  houfe  would  recollect, 
that  in  Auguft  1807,  when  there 
was  neither  hope  or  intention  of 
attempting  any  thing  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  Lord  Caftlereagh  felt  fo 
much  difiatisfadlion  at  his  prede- 
ceflbr's  want  of  tranfports,  that  he 
put  a  refohition  on  the  table,  in¬ 
forming  the  houfe  that  he  had  pro¬ 
vided  them  for  4000  horfes — that 
there  they  were— that  they  wanted 
nothing  but  fervices.  But  in  1808 
he  tells  General  Wellefley,  that  as 
great  a  proportion  of  cavalry  (hall 
be  fent  as  his  means  of  tranfport 
will  enable  him,  and  accordingly 
700  are  difpatched,  S©  much  for 
the  cavalry.  The  equipment  of 
the  artillery  was  kill  more  Angular. 
Sir  A.  Wellefley  fays,  that  when 
the  expedition  failed,  it  being  un¬ 
certain  whether  it  might  not  long 
remain  atfea,  and  doubtful  in  what 
part  of  the  pemafula  it  might  be 
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ferviceable,  it  was  thought  advife- 
able  not  to  take  good  horfes  to 
draw  the  guns.  I  have  heard  of 
cafes  where  it  has  been  neceflary 
to  have  particularly  good  artillery 
horfes ;  I  have  heard  of  cafes 
where  it  has  not  been  thought  ne- 
cclfary  to  have  any  artillery  horfes 
at  all  ;  but  this  is  the  firft  time  in 
my  life  I  have  ever  heard  of  an 
expedition  where  it  has  been 
thought  expedient  to  have  bad 
artillery  horfes.  The  account  of 
Colonel  Robe  deferibes  the  horfes 
as  fick,  lame,  blind,  cafl:  off,  and  ' 
unfit  for  fervice  ;  and  this  not  by 
accident,  but  by  concert  between 
Lord  Hawkefbury  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

<c  The  gallant  general  failed, 
conceiving  himfelf  to  be  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the  expedition  for 
the  deftrudlion  of  the  French  in 
Portugal ;  yet  three  days  after,  % 
new  commander  is  appointed,  and, 
in  fad!,  not  only  one  but  fix  gene* 
ral  officers,  fuperior  to  him  in  rank, 
are  fucceffi vely  fent  out  to  Portu¬ 
gal.  Having  fent  General  Bur- 
rard  to  fuperfede  General  Welles, 
ley,  and  General  Dalrymple  to 
fuperfede  General  Burrard,  and  de, 
flgning  to  fend  another  general,  to 
fuperfede  General  Dalrymple,  it  h 
entertaining  to  fee  the  noble  lord 
recommending  perfons,  fo  faper- 
feding  each  other,  to  add  together 
in  harmony.  The  noble  leader  of 
the  band  puts  all  his  inftruments 
out  of  tune,  throws  them  into  a 
flrain  of  difeord,  and  then  conjures 
them  to  be  harmonious.  By  this 
time,  however,  the  noble  lord  was 
himfelf  ignorant  who  was  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief :  they  had  been 
appointed  in  fuch  rapid  fucceflion, 
he  knew  not  to  whom  he  fhould 
addrefs  himfelf  as  fuch,  and  all 
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his  future  inftruHions  were  there¬ 
fore  di reded  to  the  fenior  officer 
for  the  time  being.  Sir  Arthur 
landed,  and  commenced  a  bold  fvf- 
tens  of  operations,  which,  fup- 
ported  by  Britifh  bravery,  could 
not  have  been  otherwife  than  fuc- 
cefsful.  Sir  Harry  Burrard  arrived 
to  luperfede  him  :  to  him  all  the 
defers  in  the  date  of  the  army 
were  immediately  obvious  ;  he  faw 
the  want  of  cavalry  and  artillery, 
and  the  inability  of  the  country  to 
afford  provisions ;  and  on  thefe 
grounds  he  reds  the  jnftificaticn  of 
his  fubfequent  conduct.  His  reign, 
however,  was  but  fhort.  The 
north  wind  brought  Sir  Harry,  the 
fouth  wind  brought  Sir  Hew  ;  and 
fcarcely  had  Sir  Harry’s  fun  rifen, 
when  it  fet  for  ever.  And  here  it 
is  but  juftice  to  point  out  the  very 
peculiar  fituation  in  which  Sir  H. 
Dairy  triple  was  placed,  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  an  army  which  he  had 
never  before  feen,  and  landed  in  a 
country  with  which  he  was  unac¬ 
quainted.  He  was  committed  to  a 
fyftem  of  operations  upon  which 
he  had  never  been  ccnfulted.  In 
his  own  words,  all  the  refponfibilitv 
was  veiled  in  him,  all  the  direction 
in  others.  He  was  in  want  of  every 
thine  neceffarv  to  enable  him  to 
aCt  with  confidence ;  he  was  in 
want  of  precife  inilruiftions  ;  he 
was  in  want  of  cavalry,  and  of 
artillery  horfes.  It  was  under 
tfeefe  circunrftances  that  he  took 
the  command,  and  upon  a  confide- 
ration  of  them  that  he  felt  it  to  be 
expedient  to  give  his  confent  to  the 
armiftice  and  convention,  which 
have  fo  fatally  difappointed  the 
hopes  of  the  country.**  Lord 
Henrv  then  contended,  that  upon 
thefe  grounds  it  was  impoffible  not 
to  attribute  the  convention  to  the 


circumftances  in  which  the  mifma- 
nagement  of  minifters  had  placed 
the  army,  and  concluded  a  fpeech 
equally  eloquent  and  argumenta¬ 
tive,  by  calling  upon  the  houfe  to 
mark,  by  the  vote  of  that  night, 
its  fenfe  of  their  mifcondiufb 

Lord  Caftlereagh,  in  reply,  ex¬ 
plained  that  at  the  beginning  of 
the  campaign,  we  had  a  difpofahle 
force  of  ;ooo  men  under  General 
Spencer  at  Gibraltar,  and  10,000 
at  Coik  under  Sir  Arthur  Welles¬ 
ley.  The  force  under  Sir  John 
Moore  could  not  be  calculated 
upon  immediately,  as  its  getting 
free  of  the  Balt-e  was  uncertain  ; 
and  he  a  iked  whether  the  noble 
lord  would  think  it  wife  to  keep 
the  corps  at  Cork,  until  the  addi¬ 
tional  10,000  had  arrived  from  the 
north  ?  There  had  been  no  con¬ 
trariety  in  the  inftruHions  given  to 
Sir  A.  Wellefley  ;  two  lets  of  in- 
ftru&ions  had  been  given,  the  firft 
of  a  general  nature  ;  the  fecond 
particular,  in  cQofequence  of  Sir 
C.  Cotton's  information  -s  but  they 
were  not  contradictory.  General 
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Spencer,  it  was  true,  had  been  font 
in  the  firft  inftance  to  Cadiz,  and 
nor  to  Portugal ;  and  the  plain 
reafon  was,  that  if  he  had  arrived 
in  the  Tagus  before  the  main  force 
under  Sir  A.  Wellefley,  it  would 
have  been  a  iignal  to  the  enemy  to 
concentrate  his  forces.  With  rc- 
fpeft  to  the  equipments,  the  quel- 
tion  had  been  greativ  rarrowel 
fince  it  firft  came  under  dilcuflion. 
Firft  the  whole  failure  was  imputed 
to  minifters  ;  they  had  lent  out  an 
army  deftitute  of  ammunition,  of 
artillery,  of  provilions,  of  tents, 
in  fnorr,  of  everv  thing  ;  but  the 
deficiency  ot  artillery  horfes,  and 
the  fituation  of  Portugal  ref  ecting 
fupplies,  were  the  only  points  now 

infilled 
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infilled  upon.  With  refpedl  to  this 
laft,  a  diftindlion  fhould  be  made 
between  an  army  landing  in  a 
country,  and  an  army  proceeding 
on  its  march  after  having  landed. 
An  advancing  army  in  general  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  country  it  went 
to  fuccour  for  fupplies,  by  which 
he  did  not  mean  provifions,  for  a 
fufficiency  of  thofe  for  three  months 
had  been  fent  out  with  all  our  ex¬ 
peditions  to  Portugal ;  but  an  army 
required  a  great  fupply  of  cattle 
to  convey  thofe  provifions,  and 
other  neceffaries,  and,  in  general, 
he  believed,  the  amount  of  cattle 
to  be  half  the  number  of  the  men. 
For  affift  ance  of  this  kind,  they 
muft  depend  on  the  country  ;  and 
it  became  neceffary  that  an  army 
fhould  land  at  fome  diftanoe  from 
the  enemy,  in  order  to  have  time 
to  create  and  colledl  the  means  of 
enabling  it  to  advance.  As  to  the 
artillery  horfes,  the  noble  lord 
muft  have  ftiut  his  eyes  to  the  rein¬ 
forcement  which  was  immediately 
to  follow  from  England,  and  which 
made  the  whole  amount  to  778. 
For  his  countrymen  (the  horfes  from 
Ireland)  he  muft  be  allowred  to  fay 
a  few  words.  They  did  not  fhew 
themfelves  fo  bad,  as  was  repre. 
fented  in  the  battle  of  Vimiera  ; 
they  were  very  much  admired  by 
the  French;  an  hundred  had  been 
feledled  to  purfue  the  campaign  in 
Spain,  and  they  had  acquitted 
themfelves,  under  a  moft  difficult 
and  fatiguing  march,  as  well  as 
any  in  the  army.  He  thought  it 
hardly  poffible,  in  extenftve  mili¬ 
tary  operations,  that  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  fhould  not  change  hands. 
In  the  low  countries,  it  happened, 
on  one  occafion,  that  no  lefs  than 
four  fuch  changes  took  place  within 
forty-eight  hours;  but  he  did  not 
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mean  to  fay,  there  was  any  ad¬ 
vantage  in  that  circumftance.  His 
lordlhip  then  pafled  fome  compli¬ 
ments  on  Sir  H.  Dalrymple,  and 
concluded  by  dwelling  upon  the 
advantageous  refults  to  which  the 
campaign  had  led  way. 

After  a  fhort  fpeech  from  Gen. 
Tarleton,  who  warmly  fupported 
the  refolutions,  Sir  A.  Wellefley 
rofe  and  explained  the  circumftances 
which  had  governed  his  conduct  in 
proceeding  to  the  Tagus.  When 
he  arrived  at  Corunna,  the  junta 
of  Gallicia  had  heard  of  the  defeat 
at  Rio  Seco.  He  offered  to  land 
his  troops,  and  affift  General  Blake 
in  covering  the  province :  their 
reply  was,  that  they  did  not  want 
men,  and  that  the  beft  fervice  he 
could  do  them  and  their  eaufe  was 
to  expel  the  French  from  Portugal ; 
and  fuch  importance  did  they  attach 
to  this  fervice,  that  though  threat¬ 
ened  from  two  points  at  the  time, 
they  fent  2000  men  to  Portugal  to 
affift  him  in  that  quarter.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  the  deftination 
of  the  troops  to  Portugal  was  jus¬ 
tified,  not  merely  as  promoting  an 
objedt  of  Britifh  iatereft,  but  one 
of  great  confequence,  with  a  view 
to  future  operations  in  Spain. 
With  refpedt  to  the  fufficiency  of 
the  force  fent  our,  he  obferved, 
that  fo  fatisfied  was  he  of  the  ade¬ 
quacy  of  his  own  force  to  execute 
his  object,  that  he  had  not  intended 
to  have  employed  the  expedled 
reinforcement  under  General  Ack- 
land  in  the  field  at  all,  but  to  have 
fent  it  to  befiege  Peniche.  When 
Sir  H.  Burrard  arrived,  he  had  no 
longer  the  command,  but  he  recom¬ 
mended  a  plan  of  operation  for  the 
corps  of  Sir  J.  Moore;  and  if  that 
had  been  adopted,  he  fhould  not 
this  night  have  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  hear  a  refolution  proposed 
that  the  expedition  to  Portugal 
had  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the 
nation.  The  plan  was,  that  Moore 
fhould  advance  upon  Santarem  to 
intercept  the  enemy,  for  he  thought 
they  would  endeavour  to  crofs  the 
Tagus.  It  was  feafib’ie  not  only 
in  his  own  opinion,  hut  in  that  of 
all  thofe  who  had  given  evidence 
before  the  court  of  inquiry.  Sir 
H.  *  Bu  rrard,  however,  thought 
proper  to  recall  that  corps  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  army,  and  thus 
the  whole  fydem  of  operations  was 
materially  altered.  His  original 
plan  was  to  have  engaged  the 
enemy  as  near  Liibon  as  polTibie, 
and  to  nave  followed  up  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  he  undoubtedly  ex¬ 
pected  with  the  utmoft  expedition; 
by  which  means  he  trailed  to  have 
got  to  Li fbcn  nearly  as  foon  as 
themfelves,  and  to  have  prevented 
them  palling  the  Tagus;  and  it 
was  dill  his  opinion,  that  if  this 
plan  had  been  purfued  after  the 
battle  of  Vimiera,  it  would  have 
fully  fucceeded. 

With  refpect  to  the  treaties 
which  followed,  it  was  neceffary 
to  conlider  the  fituation  of  the 
two  armies  '  when  the  armidice 
took  place.  The  French,  after 
the  battle  of  Vimiera,  occupied  a 
ftrong  pofition,  in  which  they 
might  have  flopped  a  fuperior  force 
three  or  four  days ;  and  when  we 
had  dillodged  them  from  this,  we 
ihould  further  have  had  to  drive 
them  from  two  or  three  other  lines 
which  lay  between  the  main  pofi¬ 
tion  and  Lifbon.  In  the  mean 
while,  they  would  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  preparing  the  means  for 
palling  the  Tagus,  which,  he 
affirmed,  it  would  have  been  i m- 
poffibje  to  prevent.  We  fhould 


then  have  had  to  reduce  Elvas,  to 
attempt  which  the  army  would 
not  have  been  in  a  condition  till 
December  ;  and  it  might  then  be 
thought  advifable  to  give  the 
French  army  the  fame,  or  nearly 
the  fame  terms,  as  thofe  which 
were  granted  in  Augud.  Under 
thefe  circumdances,  he  could  not 
think  the  convention  difgraceful, 
but  at  any  rate  the  blame  of  it 
could  not  attach  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  want  of  artillery,  of 
horfes,  or  other  equipments,  had 
never  been  taken  into  account, 
and  it  was  furely  hard  to  charge 
the  treaty  upon  government,  when, 
if  a  certain  plan  of  operations  had 
been  purfued,  the  motives  for  it 
would  not  have  exided. 

Sir  A.  Welledey  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Windham,  in  a  fpeech 
even  more  than  ufually  didin- 
guifhed  by  that  clofenefs  of  rea-? 
foning,  finenefs  of  didinClion,  and 
felicity  of  aliuiion  and  illudration, 
which  fo  eminently  chara&erife 
almod  all  his  parliamentary  efforts. 
We  regret  that  our  limits  forbid 
us  to  give  any  but  a  mod  imperfect 
fketch  of  the  line  of  argument 
which  he  purfued  ;  it  is  almod 
pecu  lia  r  to  M  r.  W  i  ndha  m  ’  s  fpeeches, 
that  they  do  not  bear  abridgment, 
while  thofe  of  the  mod  didin- 
gui lived  of  his  contemporaries  ra°? 
ther  gain  than  fqffer  by  l’uch  cur¬ 
tailment.  He  began  by  exprefling 
his  entire  concurrence  with  the 
views  and  conduct  of  Sir  A.  Wel- 
ledey.  It  was  impoffible,  he  faid, 
not  to  difeern,  in  the  whole  dyle 
of  his  operations,  thofe  chara&er- 
idic  marks  which  have  at  all  times, 
and  not  lead  in  thofe  in  which  we 
live,  difUnguifhed  the  fuccefsful 
from  the  unfuccefsful  fide,  the  vic-> 
tor  from  the  vanquifhed.  But  the 
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ffcatement  of  thehon.  general,  while 
it  juftified  his  character,  was  the 
condemnation  of  miniders.  It  was 
the  glory  of  a  military  officer  to 
achieve  fuccefs  under  great  difad- 
vantages  ;  but  the  glory  of  an  ad- 
minidration  confided  in  placing 
their  officers  where  their  fuccefs 
fhould  be  eafy,  and  of  confequence 
their  glory  but  little  ;  and  in  this 
refpeCl,  the  merits  of  executive 
officers,  and  of  thofe  who  employ 
them,  often  moved  exaCtly  in  a 
counter  order.  The  circumdances, 
therefore,  which  enhanced  the  me¬ 
rit  of  the  gallant  general,  condi- 
tuted  the  blame  of  the  miniders 
who  produced  them.  As  to  the 
opinion  expreffed  by  the  hon.  ge¬ 
neral  refpe&ing  the  convention, 
he  certainly  differed  with  him  on 
that  point ;  but  he  admitted,  that 
though  a  prima  facie  refpondbility 
attached  to  miniders  for  every 
public  meafure,  the  convention  was 
one,  of  which  they  dood  perfedly 
clear.  In  allowing  this,  however, 
he  did  not  mean  that  there  was  not 
matter  of  refpondbility  in  their 
preceding  conduCt.  The  hon.  ge¬ 
neral  had  indeed  dated,  that  the 
want  of  cavalry  would  not  have 
prevented  him  from  following  up 
his  victory  ;  hut  it  certainly  had 
produced  that  effect  in  others,  and 
was  the  reafon  principally  indded 
upon  by  the  members  of  the  court 
of  inquiry,  why  the  generals,  who 
refufed  to  concur  in  that  courfe, 
were  to  be  judided  in  their  refufal. 
For  himfelf,  he  confeffed  he  could 
not  but  believe  that  Sir  Arthur 
was  right,  and  that,  if  left  to  him¬ 
felf,  he  would  have  accomplidied 
all  that  he  faid  he  could.  Still 
the  doubt  was  entertained,  and  it 
is  this  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
prevented  the  victory  from  being 
Vo.l.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


followed  up.  So  that  let  who  vvi- 
be  right,  it  was  they  who,  for 
whatever  reafon,  forbore  to  pro** 
vide  the  army  with  a  larger  pro-* 
portion  of  cavalry,  that  the  vi&ory 
of  Vimiera  fell  fo  fhort  of  what 
it  might  have  done,  and  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  confequences  fo  inade¬ 
quate.  This  was  the  great  con¬ 
necting  link  which  made  miniders 
refponfible  for  a  meafure,  in  whicli 
it  is  true  they  had  direftly  no 
fbare.  They  did  not  make  the 
convention — No — but  they  made 
that  which  did  make  the  conven¬ 
tion,  which  rendered  it  neceffary^ 
as  feme  fay,  but  without  which,, 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the 
convention  would  not  have  been 
made. 

With  refpeCl  to  the  argument 
which  was  urged  in  defence  c£ 
that  treaty,  viz.  that  it  had  the 
efleft  of  getting  the  French  out  o£ 
Portugal  fooner  than  could  other-; 
wife  have  been  done,  nothing 
could  be  more  unfortunate ;  for, 
drd,  it  was  not  true  ;  the  fpeedieft 
way  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
to  have  conquered  them  in  the 
drd  indance,  as  Sir  Arthur  Wel¬ 
led  y  would  have  done  with  the 
troops  that  he  had,  and  as  the 
other  generals  do  not  deny  that 
they  could  have  done  with  a  fuffi 
ficiency  of  cavalry.  Next,  it  was 
not  at  all  clear  that  even  when  that 
oppori unity  was  iod,  the  expuL 
lion  of  the  enemy  by  fubfequent 
operations  would  not  have  been, 
quite  as  fpeedy,  and  a  good  deal 
more  fatisfaClory,  than  the  method 
of  convention  ;  but  ladly,  what 
advantage  was  it  to  miniders  thus 
to  endeavour  to  accelerate  the 
evacuation,  when  as  it  was,  it 
came  upon  them  before  they  were 
prepared  for  it  ?  They  are  argu- 
ies.  [Z>]  ing* 
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ing,  therefore,  againft  themfelves 
when  they  give  as  a  reafon  for 
adopting  the  convention,  that  it 
fooner  left  them  at  liberty  to 
transfer  the  army  to  Spain.  If 
this  effedl  was  of  fo  much  con- 
fequence  to  them,  why  were  they 
not  prepared  for  it  ?  or  why  make 
fuch  facrifices  for  an  object  which 
when  they  had  got,  they  were  not 
in  a  hate  to  make  ufe  of?  It  is 
indifputable,  therefore,  ift,  that 
they  are  anfwerable  for  the  conve¬ 
ntion,  good  or  bad,  as  it  was  from 
want  of  means  which  they  ought 
to  have  provided  that  it  became, 
or  was  thought  neceffary  ;  zndly, 
that  when  they  had  got  this  God- 
fend,  they  were  not  at  all  pre¬ 
pared  to  profit  by  if ;  and  that 
3  rdly,  if  Sir  Arthur’s  fuccefs 
had  been  completed  in  the  way 
he  originally  propofed,  they  would 
have  been  ftill  lefs  prepared,  and 
made  it  hill  more  evident  that 
they  had  fent  the  troops  into  Por¬ 
tugal  in  the  moil  headlong  blun- 
dering  manner  ;  without  the  leaft 
idea  of  what  they  were  to  do,  or 
what  plan  was  to  be  purfued  in 
the  different  refults  which  might 
be  expefted.  The  noble  lord,  in¬ 
deed,  had  attempted  to  juftify  the 
deficiency  of  cavalry  by  inftancing 
victories  which  had  been  obtained 
without  cavalry.  Who  had  ever 
faid  that  battles  might  not  be 
gained  without  cavalry  ?  I  won¬ 
der  the  noble  lord  when  he  was 
about  if  did  not  cite  the  victories 
of  St.  Vincent  and  Trafalgar  ;  but 
the  queftion  here  is  not  about 
gaining  victories,  but  improving 
them.  The  battle  here  was  gained, 
perhaps,  without  any  material  ufe 
of  cavalry  ;  but  for  want  of  ca¬ 
valry,  produced  nothing  but  the 
convention.  Of  the  fame  nature 


was  the  argument,  which  had 
already  been  adverted  to,  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  horfes  fent  out. 
Lefs  valuable  horfes  had  been  fe- 
leded,  in  order,  it  was  faid,  that 
the  lofs  to  the  public  might  be 
lighter,  in  event  cf  their  being 
deftroyed.  Apply  the  fame  rea- 
foning  to  common  life,  and  men 
would  chafe  their  poffefiions  upon 
principles  the  very  reverfe  of 
thofe  commonly  followed,  and  in- 
ftead  of  the  bell  of  every  thing 
would  endeavour  to  get  the  work. 
This  is  not  the  common  way  ; 
but,  fay  minifters,  61  this  is  a 
miftake  ;  it  is  the  lofs,  and  not 
the  ufe,  that  is  to  be  confidered  ; 
cl i ufe  me  that  which  I  may  part 
with  without  regret.”  I  fuppofe 
it  was  upon  this  principle  that 
the  prefent  adminiftration  was 
chofen.  But  does  it  efcape  the 
noble  lord,  that  good  things  of 
their  kind,  are  moreover  lefs  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  loft,  and  that  this  is 
eminently  the  cafe  with  troops 
and  armaments  ?  The  capture  of 
good  troops  is,  to  be  fure,  a 
greater  evil  than  that  of  an  equal 
number  of  bad  ones  ;  but  then  it 
muft  be  allowed  that  good  troops 
are  lefs  likely  to  be  captured. 

The  noble  lord  hgd  ftated,  that 
it  would  have  been  improper  to 
fend  out  a  large  army  under  an 
inferior  general  ;  that  a  large 
force  required  as  it  were  a  large 
general  ;  but  it  furely  did  not 
follow  from  that  pofition,  that  a 
fmall  army  muft  be  fent  out  with 
a  fmall  general.  There  was  not 
the  fame  danger  in  making  the 
general  too  big,  as  in  making  hirjn 
too  little.  Why,  however,  fhould 
they  not  put  their  beft  foot  for¬ 
ward  at  once,  and  have  fent  out 
the  proper  general  in  the  ftrft  in¬ 
stance  ? 
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dance  ?  it  was  from  negleCl  of 
this  principle  that  all  the  calami¬ 
tous  confequences  of  the  campaign 
had  arifen.  Sir  Arthur  had  Hated,, 
that  from  the  fird  moment  of  their 
arrival  he  perceived  he  could  not 
flatter  himfelf  that  he  poffeffed  the 
confidence  of  either  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs.  This  was  the  natural 
confeqtience  of  the  rapid  fuper- 
ceflion  in  which  general  fucceeded 
general,  wave  fucceeded  wave, 
rifing  fome  of  them,  as  it  were 
literally,  out  of  the  fea  ;  a  trem¬ 
bled  upon  the  dage  like  perfons 
at  the  end  of  a  comedy,  with  the 
happieft  effefts  of  furprife,  fome 
from  one  part  of  the  world,  and 
fome  from  another ;  one  from  Sy~ 
racufe,  and  another  from  Ephefus, 
bringing  with  them  their  various 
views  and  prejudices,  and  mar¬ 
ring  whatever  was  to  be  done 
by  their  total  ignorance  of  all 
that  had  preceded. 

It  had  been  declared  by  the 
highed  authority  in  the  date,  that 
the  convention  had  difappointed 
the  hopes  of  the  nation.  Had 
xniniders  changed  their  mind  ? 
Did  they  entertain  a  different 
opinion  refpeCting  that  t  ran  fac¬ 
tion  now,  and  at  the  time  when 
they  caufed  the  guns  to  be  fired  ? 
Did  they  at  that  moment  really 
think  the  news  good,  or  were 
they  only  endeavouring  by  noife 
and  clamour,  by  firings  at  mid¬ 
night  and  puffs  in  the  morning, 
to  confound  the  fenfe  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and,  as  fometimes  happens  in 
other  theatres,  to  force  as  excel¬ 
lent  down  the  throats  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  what  they  knew  in  their  own 
minds  to  be  mod  execrable  fluff. 
He  fhould  really  be  curious  to 
know  which  way  the  hon.  gentle, 
man  meant  to  take  it  :  whether 


to  defcribe  thcmfelves  as  dupes 
upon  that  occafion,  or  only  in¬ 
tending  to  dupe  the  nation. 
Among  their  friends  they  will 
probably  prefer  the  latter  defcrip- 
tion,  but  as  they  can  hardly  ven¬ 
ture  to  profefs  this  publicly,  they 
mud  be  content  to  be  fet  down  as 
perfons  who  were  unable  to  dif- 
cover,  that  this  convention  was  a 
had  meafure  till  it  had  received 
the  comment  of  the  public  voice  3 
till  the  knowledge  of  its  merits 
was  forced  on  them  by  the  groans, 
and  murmurs,  and  hidings,  and 
cat-calls,  and  cries  of  off,  off,*’ 
which  affailed  them  on  every  fide, 
and  from  every  rank  and  order  of 
people,  from  pit,  boxes,  and  gal¬ 
lery.  One  merit,  however,  they 
had,  they  did  not,  like  fome  au¬ 
thors,  fet  themfelves  to  refid  the 
public  judgment,  but  appeared 
willing  to  withdraw  their  piece, 
and  to  confefs,  it  was,  to  be  fure, 
a  mod  wretched  performance.*  * 
Mr.  Windham  then  animadverted 
upon  the  total  want  of  forefight 
and  plan,  betrayed  by  miniders, 
in  all  their  military  meafures. 
Junot  and  his  corps,  he  contended, 
could  not  be  better  placed  than 
where  they  were  ;  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  and  p  ref  fed  on  all  fides 
by  the  accumulating  force  of  the 
Portugueze  nation.  In  this  date 
of  things  the  quedion  was,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  good  policy  to  make 
any  attack  upon  Junot  with  a 
view  to  dedroy  his  force  :  but  if 
that  was  not  good  policy,  dill  lefs 
was  it  fo  to  attack  him  with  a 
view  to  grant  him  fuch  terms  as 
would  fend  him  into  Spain,  from 
which  while  in  Portugal  he  was 
effectually  cut  off.  Unlefs  rainiff 
ters  were  prepared  to  fay,  they 
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had  been  fuccefsful  before  their 
time,  they  had  no  way  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  interval  which 
elapfed  before  the  army  proceeded 
to  Spain  ;  and  if  they  refted  their 
defence  on  that  ground,  they  muft 
ftand  convifted  of  a  criminal  want 
of  forefight,  and  were  deeply  re- 
fponfible  for  all  the  Ioffes  which 
refulted  from  that  unfortunate  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Spain  having  been  un¬ 
dertaken  too  late. 

Mr.  Windham  was  followed  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  ;  but  there  was  little  of  no¬ 
velty  in  the  reafonings  they  ad¬ 
duced.  The  line  of  defence  adop¬ 
ted  by  Mr.  Perceval,  confifted  in 
little  elfe  than  recrimination  upon 
his  opponents.  “  Perhaps, '*  he 
obferved,  “  Mr.  Windham  might 
fpeak  feelingly  on  the  fubjeft  of 
fuperfeding  officers,  from  having 
experienced  the  inconvenience  of 
it  in  the  cafe  of  Generals  Craw- 
furd  and  Whitelocke  in  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Buenos  Ayres  ;**  and 
Lord  Oaftlereagh  had,  in  the  fame 
manner,  contended,  *  that  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Sweden,  and  that  pre¬ 
paring  at  Cork,  were  fully  as  be¬ 
neficial  to  their  country,  as  thofe 
which  had  been  fent  to  Egypt,  or 
the  Dardanelles.*  **  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  jufily  animadverted  upon 
this  mode  of  vindication,  and 
alked,  <f  whether  it  was  a  juftifi- 
cation  for  all  the  evils  which  the 
conduft  of  minifters  had  occa- 
fioned,  that  their  opponents  four 
years  ago  had  evinced  fimilar  if 
not  greater  imbecility  ^nd  igno¬ 
rance  ?  Was  that  any  apology  to 
the  country  for  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  its  hopes,  and  the  degra¬ 
dation  of  its  charafter  ?  In  the 
name  of  truth,  if  both  had  been 


proved  guilty  of  blunders  the 
moft  criminal,  let  that  be  a  reafon 
for  punifhing  them  both  together  ; 
but  never  let  it  be  advanced  as 
an  extenuation  for  every  future 
aft  of  difgraceful  mifmanagement. 

Mr.  Canning  confeffed,  that 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Cintra 
convention  he  differed  in  fome 
meafure  from  his  colleagues.  He 
objefted  in  principle  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  ftipulating  conditions  re- 
fpefting  which  we  had  no  right 
nor  power  to  aft  :  nor  could  he 
deny  that  it  was  the  open  undif- 
guifed  opinion  of  every  man,  that 
the  convention  had  difappointed 
the  hopes  and  expeftations  of  the 
country.  But  ftill  he  thought  it 
would  have  been  an  harfh  mea¬ 
fure  to  have  fent  any  officer  to 
trial  with  the  weight  of  that 
clamour  on  his  head.  Befides, 
whom  could  they  have  felefted  for 
fuch  a  trial  ?  Sir  Hugh  Dalrym- 
ple,  who  might  plead  the  necef- 
farily  fcanty  information  of  the 
ftate  of  things  in  a  country  where 
he  had  juft  arrived  ?  Sir  Harry 
Burrard,  who  had  had  the  com¬ 
mand  for  24  hours  only  ?  Or  Sir 
Arthur  Wellefly,  who  could  only 
be  accufed  of  having  excited 
thofe  proud  hopes  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  unfortunately  difappoint¬ 
ed  ?  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
when  no  fpecific  charge  could  be 
brought  againft  any  of  the  com¬ 
manders,  no  other  mode  but  that 
of  an  inquiry  could  have  been 
adopted.  With  refpeft  to  the 
feleftion  and  fucceflion  of  the  com¬ 
manders,  Mr.  Canning  obferved, 
that  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 
Dalrymple  was  ur.animoufiy  de¬ 
cided  upon  by  the  cabinet,  on 
account  of  the  confidence  with 
which  he  had  infpired  the 

Spaniards, 
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Spaniards,  and  the  correfpondence 
he  had  kept  up  with  them.  The 
almoft  cotemporaneous  arrival  of 
Generals  Burrard  and  Dalrymple 
was  owing  merely  to  the  wind, 
and  furely  this  was  not  a  thing 
which  a  fecretary  at  war  could  be 
expe&ed  to  calculate.  General 
Fergufon  who  had  fo  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  battle  of  Vimiera, 
fupported  the  refolutions,  Mr. 
Yorke,  after  the  decifion  of  the 
court  of  inquiry,  confidered  that 
there  was  no  ground  to  difapprove 
of  the  convention.  Lord  Henry 
Petty  replied,  and  the  debate 
clofed  at  fix  in  the  morning, 
when,  upon  a  divifion,  the  num¬ 
bers  were  found, 

For  the  previous  queftion,  203  ; 
for  Lord  Henry  Petty's  motion, 

^53- 

Three  days  after  Mr.  Ponfonby 
brought  the  conduct  of  affairs  in 
Spain  under  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe,  by  moving  a  refolution, 
importing,  ((  thac  it  was  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  to  inquire  into 
the  caufes,  condudl,  and  events  of 
the  late  campaign  in  Spain." 
This  motion  he  prefaced  by  an 
elaborate  fpeech,  in  which  he 
grounded  his  charge  of  mifmanage- 
ment  in  minifters,  principally,  on 
the  total  want  of  information 
which  they  had  betrayed  refpedt- 
ing  the  fpirit  of  the  people  in 
Spain,  and  of  the  internal  con¬ 
dition,  and  refources  of  that 
country  ;  on  the  delay  which  took 
place  in  the  movement  of  our 
troops  from  Portugal,  fubfequent 
to  the  convention  of  Cintra  ;  on 
the  want  of  all  previous  concert 
with  the  authorities  in  Spain  as 
exemplified  in  the  difficulties 
which  attended  the  difembarka- 
tion  of  Sir  David  Baird's  divifion. 
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and  all  the  fubfequent  movements 
of  our  armies  ;  on  the  fending  Mr. 
Frere,  inftead  of  a  perfon  pro- 
fefftonally  converfant  with  mili¬ 
tary  affairs,  as  minifter  to  the 
junta  ;  on  the  want  of  money  in 
the  military  chef!  ;  and  on  the 
circumffances  by  which  Sir  John 
Moore  was  obliged  to  change  his 
predifpofed  movement  of  retreat 
from  Salamanca. 

Lord  Caftlereagh,  on  the  part 
of  minifters,  contended,  that  there 
was  no  prima  facie  grounds  for 
attributing  to  them  the  failure  of 
the  campaign  ;  our  army  was  in¬ 
tended  only  to  ail  as  an  auxiliary 
force  in  aid  of  the  Spanifh  armies, 
and  furely  government  was  not 
to  be  blamed  becaufe  the  Spa  nidi 
forces  had  not  been  able  to  hold 
out  till  the  arrival  of  troops  fent 
to  their  afliftance  :  efpecially  when 
it  could  be  fhown,  that  no  avoid¬ 
able  delay  had  taken  place  in  dif- 
patching  them.  At  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  campaign,  a  communi¬ 
cation  had  been  opened  with  Ge¬ 
neral  Caftanos,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  co-operation  of  the  Britifh 
army  in  Spain,  but  circumftances 
had  delayed  the  receipt  of  the 
letter.  On  the  14th  September, 
Lord  William  Bcntinck  was  fent 
to  confer  with  the  central  junta 
on  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  on  the 
25th  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple  was 
ordered  to  move  forward  towards 
the  north  of  Spain.  On  the  fame 
day  Sir  David  Baird  received 
orders  to  embark  for  Ferrol,  or 
Corunna.  On  the  29  th  the  fir  ft 
letter  from  Lord  William  was 
written,  containing  the  anfwers  of 
the  fupreme  junta  to  certain  quef- 
tions  that  had  beeu  fubmitted  to 
them,  and  the  plan  which,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  orders,  he  had 
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arranged  with  General  Caftanos. 
By  this  it  was  fettled,  that  the 
army  in  Portugal  fhould  make  for 
Burgos  by  Salamanca,  and  Sir 
David  Baird  difembark  at  Co¬ 
runna.  It  was  worthy  of  remark, 
that  at  the  fame  time,  in  difcuf- 
ilng  the  fame  queftion  at  London 
with  the  Marquefs  Romana,  the 
fame  decifion  was  arrived  at.  On 
the  9th  of  O&ober,  ten  days  after 
the  date  of  Lord  William  Ben- 
tinck’s  defpatch,  Sir  David  Baird 
failed,  as  on  the  25th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  eight  days  after  the  arrival 
of  the  intelligence  of  the  Cintra 
convention,  inftru£lions  had  been 
fent  for  the  army  in  Portugal  to 
march.  He  could  here  fee  no 
fymptom  of  unnccelfary  delay  ; 
nor  had  there  been  any  remilfnefs 
in  making  the  neceffary  previous 
communications  with  the  juntas 
in  Galiicia  and  Leon.  The  pro¬ 
per  orders  had  in  faft  been  fent 
out  to  Generals  Leith  and  Bro¬ 
derick,  who  had  accordingly  com¬ 
municated  with  the  juntas,  but 
he  was  forty  to  fay  they  had 
neglefled  to  adf  purfuantly. 

Mr.  Tierney  obferved,  that  the 
firima  fade  cafe  was  this,  we  had 
fent  into  Spain  an  army  of  53,000 
men,  and  they  had  returned  again 
under  the  fire  of  French  cannon. 
With  refpeft  to  the  condudl  of 
minifters,  it  was  clear  that  Sir 
David  Baird’s  forces  were  not 
ready  till  the  end  of  September, 
and  their  fubfequent  arrangement 
of  the  campaign  correfponded  to 
their  promptitude  in  preparing  it. 
It  was  proper,  he  allowed,  that 
the  Britifh  army  fhould  afford  a 
fhelter  to  Spaniards  to  fall  back 
upon  in  cafe  of  defeat  ;  but  how  had 
the  noble  lord  fet  about  this  ? 
General  Baird  was  at  Corunna, 


General  Moore  at  Salamanca, 
General  Hope  at  Aranjuez,  the 
troops  thus  forming  a  central 
army,  which  had  to  occupy  the 
fpace  of  300  miles.  Mr.  Tierney 
then  dwelt  on  the  Ioffes  in  the 
retreat,  and  afked,  why  the  16000 
men  which  were  embarking  at  the 
time,  had  been  remanded,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  expedited  to  Co¬ 
runna  ?  He  enumerated  the  fuc- 
cefies  of  Buonaparte,  and  conten¬ 
ded  that  there  had  been  nothing 
to  obftrnfl  the  plans  of  the  noble 
lord,  but  what  he  might  very 
well  have  forefeen.  Buonaparte 
had  made  no  fecret  of  the  time 
of  his  marching.  The  fun  Ihone 
in  Ofxober,  the  rain  fell  in  No¬ 
vember,  and  the  fnow  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  all  of  which  were  common 
things,  and  the  noble  lord  might 
have  learnt  them  from  Moore’s 
Almanac.  An  inquiry  was  in- 
difpenfable  ;  it  was  ufelefs  to 
move  for  documents.  What  he 
w'anted  was  viva  v@ce  evidence, 
to  examine  officers,  to  investigate 
the  equipments,  to  lift  the  nature 
of  the  commifiariat,  and  to  know 
whether  it  was  not  fo  grofsly  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  nature  of  fupply, 
that  the  army  were  ftarving  in 
the  midft  of  plenty. 

Mr.  Canning  affirmed,  that  it 
had  been  attempted  to  millead  the 
judgment  of  the  houfe  by  a  feries 
of  the  groffeft  mifreprefentations 
he  had  ever  witnefled.  The  divi- 
fion  of  the  army  in  three  feparate 
columns  was  folely  the  adoption 
of  Sir  John,  to  whom  minifters 
had  left  the  option  of  proceeding 
to  Spain  by  fea  or  land.  His  ad¬ 
vance  from  Salamanca,  which  it 
had  been  attempted  to  be  inferred 
to  have  been  againit  his  will,  was 
equally  the  refult  of  his  own  deci- 
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fion,  upon  a  view  of  exifting  cir- 
cumftances.  With  refpedl  to  the  re- 
landing  of  the  troops  intended  for 
Corunna,  the  fad;  was  true,  but  the 
right  hon.  gentleman’s  inference  was 
wrong.  They  had  been  relanded 
in  confequence  of  a  diftind  requi- 
fition  from  Sir  David  Beard,  that 
he  wanted  a  certain  number  of 
tranfports ;  and  he  could  allure  the 
ho  life,  that  the  fending  the  tranf¬ 
ports  empty  from  this  country  had 
cod  his  Majefty ’s  minifters  a  fevere 
pang.  They  had,  however,  no 
choice  ;  they  were  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  hard  necefiity.  Mr. 
Canning  then  explained  and  de¬ 
fended  the  fyllem  upon  which  go¬ 
vernment  had  aded  towards  Spain 
from  the  beginning,  and  affirmed, 
inoppolition  to  the  defponding  tone 
of  the  other  party,  that  though  the 
military  part  of  the  tranfadion  had 
difappointed  expedation,  the  caufe 
was  not  defperate.  The  fpirit  of 
the  people  was  unfubdued,  the 
boundaries  of  French  power  were 
confined  within  the  limits  of  their 
military  polls  ;  and  even  fhould 
Buonaparte  fucceed,  he  would  have, 
inllead  of  a  yielding  unreproaching 
ally,  a  turbulent,  impatient,  re¬ 
volting  nation  to  keep  down.  The 
objed  of  the  motion  was  obvioufly 
calculated  to  take  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment  out  of  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  at  prefent  held  them.  If  a 
new  courfe  was' to  be  adopted  to¬ 
wards  Spain,  undoubtedly  other 
minifters  mull  be  fought  for.  Was 
it  then  a  fettled  opinion  that  there 
was  fomething  fatal  in  the  will  and 
irrefiftible  in  the  power  of  Buona 
parte  ;  and  was  the  world  to  fub“ 
mit  to  his  tyrannous  refolves  as  to 
a  divine  inffidion  ?  For  himfelf, 
he  faw  no  grounds  for  defpondency 
about  Spain,  The  enemy’s  fortune 


no  doubt  had  been  augmented ;  but 
ftili  it  was  fortune,  not  fate; 
therefore  not  to  be  confide  red  un¬ 
changeable  and  fixed.  There  was 
fomething  unworthy  in  the  fenti- 
ment  that  would  defer  to  this  for¬ 
tune  as  to  the  difpenfations  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  looking  upon  it  as  immu¬ 
table  in  its  nature,  and  irrefiftible 
by  human  means. 

Mr.  Windham  obferved,  that  it 
was  an  odd  moment  for  the  right 

O 

hon.  fecretary  to  exprefs  his  hopes, 
when  we  had  withdrawn  our  army, 
and  left  the  Spaniards  to  fight  th©ir 
own  battles ;  it  reminded  him  of 
the  very  pleafant  lines— 

He  fled  full  foon3  on  the  fir  ft  of  June* 
And  bade  the  reft  keep  fighting. 

Our  expedition  to  Spain  was  ma¬ 
naged  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  only 
to  do  no  good,  but  to  do  what 
was  much  worfe  than  nothing  ;  we 
held  out  to  Spain  the  difneartening 
example  of  our  beft  army  retreat¬ 
ing  from  the  field  without  ftriking 
a  fingle  blow,  on  the  mere  rumour 
of  the  enemy’s  advaance.  When  we 
left  the  field  in  this  manner,  it  was  in 
vain  to  tell  the  Spaniards, i  s  Do  you 
go  on,  fighting,  my  brave  fellows, 
and  never  mind  us.”  If  our  beft 
troops  could  do  nothing,  there  was 
little  chance  for  their  undifciplined 
peafantry.  Mr.  Windham  then  en¬ 
tered  at  length  into  the  queftion  of 
the  plan  of  operations  which  ought 
to  have  been  originally  adopted. 
The.  more  tempting  courfe,  and  the 
one,  for  not  purfuing  which  minif¬ 
ters  had  been  moft  blamed,  was  to 
have  ftruck  a  blow  on  the  Ebro, 
and  endeavoured  to  drive  the 
enemy  out  of"  Spain  by  attacking- 
him  inftantly,  when  his  force  was 
fmall.  Upon  this  fcheme  he  thould 
give  no  opinion;  the  queftion  was 
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a  very  nice  one,  and  few  but  thofe 
in  office  could  have  the  neceffary 
means  of  judging.  Undoubtedly 
there  were  difficulties  in  the  cafe, 
out  thofe  not  infuperable  ones ; 
and  if  the  force  fent  to  the  Ebro 
had  confifted,  as  it  ought  to  have 
done,  chiefly  of  cavalry,  it  might 
ft  ill,  even  if  found  infufficient  for 
its  immediate  objed,  have  been 
able  to  take  care  of  itfelf,  and  re¬ 
tired  in  fafety  to  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces,  where  at  all  events,  and  in 
every  view,  the  great  mafs  of  our 
force  fhould  be  collected.  The  in- 
'  exhauftible  means  of  the  enemy 
made  the  event  at  leak  doubtful, 
and  rendered  it  neceffary,  what¬ 
ever  army  we  fent  into  Spain,  that 
we  fhould  think  of  the  means,  in 
cafe  of  extremity,  of  bringing  them 
away.  Now  in  the  whole  penin- 
fula  there  are  but  two  places,  Ca¬ 
diz  and  Gibraltar,  from  which  a 
large  body  of  troops,  when  preffed 
by  fuperior  forces,  could  hope  to 
get  away  ;  and  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood  alone  could  any  army,  large 
enough  to  be  of  life,  be  trufted. 
There,  therefore,  he  would  have 
collected  not  only  a  large  army, 
bat  the  greateft  poffible  force  which 
the  mind  and  means  of  the  country 
-—then  elevated  above  itfelf,  and 
exalted  to  fomething  of  preterna¬ 
tural  greatnefs — could  have  fur- 
nifhed.  There  was  no  reafon  why 
we  might  not  have  had  an  army  of 
3GO,oco  men,  and  fuch  a  force, 
with  Gibraltar  to  retreat  upon, 
was  a  far  lefs  rifk  than  30,000  in 
the  fituation  in  which  minifters  had 
placed  them.  Our  retreat  would 
in  every  event  have  been  affured, 
and  we  fhould  have  given  employ¬ 
ment  to  at  leaft  200,000  of  the 
( neray,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  de¬ 
mand  that  would  be  made  upon 


him  by  the  large  Spanifn.  army 
that  would  be  raifed  in  that  part 
of  Spain  to  co-operate  with  the 
Britifh.  Buonaparte  would  have 
a  whole  kingdom  to  garrifon  be¬ 
hind  him  ;  he  muff  fight  us  at  arm's 
length,  while  our  ftrength  would 
be  exerted  within  diftance,  with  an 
impregnable  fortrefs  at  hand,  at 
once  fecuring  our  fupplies  and  our 
retreat. 

With  all  our  talk  about  Spain, 
continued  Mr.  Windham,  we  did 
not  fet  our  fhoulders  to  the  wheel 
as  people  would  do  who  felt  they 
had  nothing  but  their  own  exer¬ 
tions  to  truft  to,  and  who  efiimated 
truly  what  the  exertions  of  this 
country  could  do  when  fairly  put 
forth.  But  the  great  and  pregnant 
fource  of  error  in  the  condud  of 
minifters,  befide  the  fault  of  not 
knowing  better,  was  that  which 
they  had  in  common  with  many 
other  minifters,  and  which  he  had 
equally  witneffed  in  fome  of  his 
own  time;  of  miftaking  buftling 
for  adivity,  and  fuppoftng  that 
they  were  doing  a  great  deal,  when 
they  were  only  making  a  great 
deal  of  noife,  and  fpending  a  great 
deal  of  money.  While  minifters 
were  writing  long  defpatches,  if- 
fuing  orders  in  all  diredions,  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  clerks  to  unufual  hours, 
covering  the  roads  with  meffen- 
gers,  and  putting  the  whole  coun¬ 
try  in  a  ferment,  they  were  apt  to 
think  the  public  fervice  muff  be 
making  prodigious  advances :  and 
their  purpofe  might  very  poffibly 
in  the  mean  while  be  anfwered  ; 
for  the  error  was  not  a  difinterefted 
one,  and  one  without  its  defign. 
It  was  thus,  perhaps,  that  an  ad- 
miniftration  was  to  acquire  the 
charader  of  vigour.  Mr.  Wind- 
ham  then  adverted  to  the  want  of 
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seal  and  apathy,  which  had  been 
attributed  to  the  north  of  Spain, 
and  contended  that  nothing  could 
be  more  fallacious  than  to  eftimate 
the  feelings  of  a  country  towards 
any  eaufe,  by  the  feelings  excited 
in  that  part  of  it  which  (hould  be 
expofed  to  the  immediate  preffure 
of  an  army.  But  to  talk  of  the 
Spaniards  generally,  as  wanting  in 
zeal  or  courage,  was  more  than 
any  one  would  venture,  after  fuch 
an  example  as  Sara  gofla 

After  a  reply  from  Mr.  Ponfon- 
by,  a  divifion  took  place,  when 
the  numbers  were — for  the  motion, 
127;  againft  it,  220.  Majority 
for  minifters,  93. 

The  conduft  of  the  war  in  Spain 
was  brought  before  the 
April  auHoufe  of  Lords  by  Earl 
Grey,  who  moved  a  re- 
folution,  ftrongly  cenfuring  the 
whole  management  and  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  campaign  on  the  part 
of  minifters — it  was  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  53.  The  fame 
fubjeft  was  once  more 
May  9.  brought  forward  in  the 
commons,  by  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  in  a  motion  fmilar  to  that  of 
Lord  Grey,  and  which  was  alfo 
reje&ed  by  230  votes  to  1 1 1.  In 
both  thefe  debates  the  fame  topics 
were,  for  the  mod  part,  infilled 
upon  as  before,  but  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Frere  feems  to  have  formed 
the  point  upon  which  the  ft  refs  \of 
the  accufation  iefted.  The  letters 
of  this  minifter  to  Sir  John  Moore, 
were  among  the  papers  laid  before 
parliament,  and  the  oppolition  af- 
ferted,  without  hefitation,  that 
there  could  be  no  further  doubt  as 
the  more  immediate  occafion  of 
the  unhappy  iflue  of  the  campaign. 
The  fpeech  of  Earl  Grey,  which 
was  of  great  length,  and  in  many 
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refpevfs  of  confiderable  ability,  in¬ 
filled  chiefly  upon  this  topic.  Mr. 
Frerewas  therein  defignated  as  i(  a 
gentleman  who,  whatever  may  be 
his  talents  in  other  refpe&s,  was 
wholly  difqualified,  by  his  folly, 
ignorance  and  prefumption,  for 
the  important  ftation  which  he 
then  occupied.  To  prove  his  in¬ 
competence,  it  was  only  neceflfary 
to  refer  to  his  letter  of  the  27th 
November,  in  which,  appearing 
to  be  ignorant  of  the  arrival  of  the 
reinforcements  to  the  French  ar¬ 
my,  which  had  augmented  it  to 
113,000  men,  he  mentions  to  Sir 
John  Moore  how  defirable  it  would 
be  to  attack  them  before  they 
(hould  be  reinforced !  Another 
reafon  which  he  afiigns  for  Sir 
John  Moore’s  advance  was,  that 
France  was  always  weak  after  a 
great  effort ;  a  fentiment  which 
reminds  one  of  the  cafe  of  thofe 
who  being  in  the  conftant  habit  of 
telling  (lories,  come  at  length  to  be¬ 
lieve  them  themfelves.  The  noble 
lord  then  endeavoured  to  (hew  that 
the  advance  from  Salamanca  was 
the  work  of  this  Mr.  Frere,  who 
by  his  warm,  but  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  wholly  unfounded  ftate- 
ments,  had  in  a  manner  compelled 
the  general  to  fufpend  his  prudent 
intention  to  retreat,  and,  in  fa£l, 
had  very  nearly  brought  about  the 
entire  deftrudlion  of  the  army. 

In  another  part  of  his  fpeech, 
Earl  Grey  obferved,  that  “  even 
after  all  our  lofles  in  blood,  in 
treafure,  in  charadfter,  and  in  ho¬ 
nour,  I  am  perfuaded  that,  under 
a  wife  adminiftration,  the  country 
poflelfes  ample  means  to  bring  the 
contell  in  which  it  is  engaged  to 
an  honourable  conclufion.  But,  in 
order  to  maintain  that  coriteft, 
which  is  to  decide  for  ever  the 
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power  and  independence  of  the 
country }  the  true  policy  of  thofe 
who  govern  it  mull  be  to  pay  a 
ftrid  attention  to  economy,  to  be 
aduated  by  a  determination  to 
concentrate  your  means,  and  to 
endanger  them  in  no  enterprize 
or  fpeculation  in  which  the  event 
is  doubtful,  by  which  fyftem  alone 
will  you  enable  yourfelves  to  con¬ 
tinue  a  conflict,  the  ceffatlon  of 
which  does  not  depend  upon  you, 
but  upon  the  injuftice  of  the  enemy. 
(c  Derate  et  vosmet  rebus  servate 
fecundis/5  Such  is  the  policy  I 
have  before  recommended,  and 
notwithstanding  the  ridicule  which 
has  been  thrown  upon  it,  I  think 
the  country  will  one  day  learn  to 
appreciate  its  foundnefs.  I  do  not 
fay  that  the  adoption  offuch  a  policy 
ought  to  prevent  our  availing  our- 
felves  of  a  good  opportunity  of  ap¬ 
plying  our  refources  upon  occa- 
fions  which  hold  out  a  reafonable 
profped  of  fuccefs ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  think  it  the  advantage  of 
that  fyftem,  that  while  it  enables 
you  maintain  a  protraded  conteft, 
it  alfo  enables  you  to  light  with 
effect  the  laft  battle  \yhich  is  to 
decide  the  fate  of  the  country.  I 
will  not  diffemhle  that  1  am  one 
of  thofe  who  thought  fuch  an  op¬ 
portunity  was  afforded  by  the 
events  which  took  place  in  Spain 
laft  year.  In  this  opinion  I  de¬ 
pended  neceffarily  upon  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  minifters,  to  whom  I 
gave  credit  for  avoiding  to  do  any 
thing  to  excite  thofe  paffions  which 
it  was  necelfary  to  rellrain,  or  to 
hold  out  hopes  which  were  not 
juftified  by  fads.  We  all  remem¬ 
ber  the  magnificent  accounts  which 
were  circulated  at  the  time,  of  the 
refources  of  Spain,  of  the  enthu- 
jfiafm  of  the  people,  of  the  vaft  ar¬ 


mies  they  had  colleded,  and  with 
which  it  was  expeded  that  they 
would  drive  the  French  beyond  the 
Pyrenees.  We  have  all  too  feen 
the  event,  and  the  conclufion  is 
irrefiftible  as  to  minifters,  that 
either  they  had  information,  or 
they  had  not.  If  they  had  not, 
they  ftand  charged  with  culpable 
negligence ;  if  they  had  informa¬ 
tion,  and  held  out  hopes  which  that 
information  did  not  juftify,  they 
ftand  in  a  much  higher  degree  re- 
fponfible  to  the  public  for  their 
condud.  It  was  not  a  fuciden 
ebullition  that  fhould  have  led  us 
to  depart  from  thofe  principles  of 
economy  I  have  fo  often  recom¬ 
mended.  Minifters  fnould  have 
been  fatisfied,  not  only  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  proper  fpirit  in  the 
people,  but  that  there  was  a  go« 
vernment  in  that  country  which 
had  acquired  fufficient  authority  to 
give  it  the  necelfary  energy.  If 
neither  of  thefe  things  exifted,  or 
one  without  the  other,  it  was  the 
very  acme  of  madnefs  in  minifters 
to  lavilh,  as  they  had  done,  the 
refources  of  their  country. 

In  replying  to  Lord  Grey,  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  obferved,  that  it 
was  a  fingular  circumftance,  with 
refped  to  the  condud  of  minifters 
in  the  affairs  of  Spain,  that  every 
individual  who  cenfured  their  plan 
had  a  plan  of  his  own  \  but,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  none  of  thofe  plans  had 
a  fingle  principle  of  agreement  with 
each  other.  This  at  leaft  (hewed  the 
difficulty  under  which  minifters  had 
laboured  in  the  formation  of  their 
own  meafures,  although  it  afforded 
a  facility  in  defending  them.  In 
embarking  in  the  caufe  of  Spain, 
his  lordfhip  continued,  minifters 
were  not  fo  weak,  fo  improvident, 
as  to  exped  that  the  firft  efforts  of 
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the  Spanifh  people,  contending  with 
fuch  an  enemy,  would  be  crowned 
with  unqualified  fuccefs ;  that  no 
difcomfitures,  no  checks,  no  re- 
verfes,  would  retard  and  embarrafs 
the  early  and  crude  operations  of 
undifciplined  bravery,  when  openly 
contending  with  the  fuperior  dif- 
cipline,  fitrength,  and  generaHhip 
of  fuch  a  power  as  France.  No! 
weak  as  the  noble  lord  might  fup- 
pofe  minifters,  they  were  not  yet 
guilty  of  calculating  with  cer¬ 
tainty  upon  impoflibilities ;  they 
did  not  exped  that  fuch  a  caufe, 
to  be  fought  with  fuch  an  enemy, 
could  pofiibly  be  determined  in  one 
campaign.  Reverfes  they  had  cer¬ 
tainly  met,  but  they  had  not  been 
owing  to  the  indifference  or  apathy 
of  the  Spaniards.  They  were  to 
be  imputed  to  their  want  of  dif- 
cipline,  to  an  ill-judged  contempt 
of  their  enemy  ;  a  fentiment  to  be 
traced  to  any  other  feeling  than 
that  of  apathy,  and  which,  in  the 
commencement  was  fo  much  relied 
upon,  that  the  Marquis  Romana 
did  not  think  it  would  be  event¬ 
ually  neceffary  for  our  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  ad  in  the  interior  of  the 
peninfula.  With  refped  to  the 
advance  from  Salamanca,  Lord  Li¬ 
verpool  afked,  whether,  when  by 
the  jundion  of  Hope,  the  army  had 
received  its  fair  proportion  of  ca¬ 
valry  and  artillery,  and  apprized, 
as  the  general  then  was,  of  the 
fpirit  which  was  manifefting  itfelf 
in  Madrid,  an  opportunity  did  not 
exifl:  which  called  for  fome  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  forces 
fituated  as  they  then  were  ?  What 
would  have  been  the  general  fenti¬ 
ment  in  Spain,  and  in  England, 
had  the  army  retired  without  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  ?  If  in  that 
moft  iriterefting  crifis,  when,  after 
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all  their  repeated  difaflers,  the 
fpirit  of  Spain  was  reviving,  and 
her  chief  city  bidding  defiance  to 
an  immenfe  army  at  her  very  gates; 
if  in  fuch  a  moment  a  Britifh  army, 
after  a  long  march  to  the  aid  of 
their  ally,  were  in  the  hour  of  trial 
coldly  to  turn  their  backs  upon  his 
danger,  what  would  have  been 
thought  of  thefincerity  of  the  efforts 
of  Britifh  co-operation  ?  It  had 
been  aflerted,  that  in  making  this 
advance  Sir  John  Moore  was  influ¬ 
enced  againfl:  his  own  judgment 
by  the  reprefentations  of  Mr. 
Frere.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
correfpondence  which  fupported 
fuch  an  imputation  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  there  appeared  that  the 
general  had  refufed  to  fufter  Mr. 
Frere’s  judgment  to  influence  his 
military  movements,  and  in  fo  do¬ 
ing  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  his  condud.  As  to 
Mr.  Frere’s  requifltion  that  the 
meflenger  fhould  be  examined  be¬ 
fore  a  council  of  war,  he  did  not 
mean  to  vindicate  it;  at  the  fame 
time  he  believed  that  too  much 
juftice  could  not  be  done  Mr. 
Frere,  as  far  as  refpeded  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  his  motives,  and  his  zeal 
for  his  country’s  interefts. 

Whatever,  continued  the  noble 
lord,  might  be  the  Jentiments  of 
other  perfons  on  this  fubjed,  I, 
for  my  part,  believe  on  my  con- 
fcience,  that  that  forward  move¬ 
ment  of  Sir  John  Moore  faved 
Spain.  After  fuch  an  uninterrupt¬ 
ed  feries  of  fucce  fifes  on  the  part  of 
the  French  ruler,  what  would  have 
been  the  refult  had  he  at  that  crifls 
purfued  his  conquefls,  by  pufhing 
into  the  fouthern  provinces  ?  The 
Spanifh  armies  could  not  poffiibly 
have  rallied.  The  advance  of  the 
Britifh  afforded  the  moil  efifedual 
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diverflon;  it  compelled  the  enemy 
to  abandon  his  projects  on  the 
fouth,  gave  time  for  our  allies  to 
rally  and  to  revive  with  increafed 
vigour,  reanimated  the  fpirits  of 
the  people,  and  was,  in  faft,  the 
main  fource  of  all  the  fuccefles 
which  had  flnee  taken  place  in  the 
peninfula,  There  is,  indeed,  nothing 
in  the  event  of  the  campaign  which 
fhould  call  for  defpondency.  By  it 
we  have  gained  pofleffion  of  the 
Ruffian  fleet,  while  our  own  has 
been  relieved  from  the  tedioufnefs 
of  a  blockade ;  we  have  materially 
aflifted  the  caufe  which  we  under¬ 
took  to  fupport ;  and  I  maintain, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  final  re- 
fult  of  the  conteft  we  are  engaged 
in.,  France  has  not  yet  fubdued 
Spain.  I  admit  that  Buonaparte 
has  200,000  men  in  that  country ; 
that  his  troops  are  of  the  braved, 
and  his  generals  among  the  ableft 
in  the  world  ;  and,  above  all,  that 
he  has  been  himfelf  at  their  head  ; 
and  yet,  with  all  this,  he  has  not 
got  pofleffion  of  more  territory 
than  he  had  laft  year ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  holds  only  fuch  parts  as 
in  every  war  fall  to  the  lot  of 
which  ever  brought  the  larged 
army  into  the  field.  1  am  far  from 
faying,  regard  being  had  to  the 
man  and  to  the  circumflances  of 
the  cafe,  that  the  Spaniards  mud 
ultimately  fucceed  ;  but  looking  to 
the  fpirit  they  have  evinced,  and 
the  actions  that  have  happened,  I 
cannot  feel  lukewarm  in  ray  hope 
that  their  efforts  will  be  crowned 
by  final  fuccefs.  Upon  the  whole, 

I  have  the  fatisfa&ion,  in  common 
with  the  red  of  his  Majefly’s  go¬ 
vernment,  to  reded,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  confequences  of  the 
druggie  we  are  embarked  in,  we 
have  not  lod  the  confidence  of  the 


Spanifh  people.  Submiffion  may 
be  the  lot  they  are  fated  to  endure 
in  the  end,  but  they  do  not  impute 
to  us  the  caufe  of  their  misfor¬ 
tunes.  Whatever  maybe  therefult, 
we  have  done  our  duty  ;  we  have 
not  defpaired  ;  we  have  perfevered, 
and  will  do  fo  to  the  lad,  while 
there  is  any  thing  left  to  contend 
for  with  a  profped  of  fuccefs. 

Lord  Moira  fpoke  at  length  in 
favour  of  the  motion,  which  was 
alfo  fupported  by  Lords  Erfkine 
and  Sidmouth.  It  was  oppofed  by 
Lord  Mulgrave,  and  the  debate 
was  clofed  by  an  able  fpeech  from 
Lord  Grenville,  enforcing  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  its  adoption.  On  a  divi- 
fion,  the  numbers  were,  in  its  fa¬ 
vour,  92;  againd  it,  145.  Ma¬ 
jority  for  miniflers,  53,. 

In  the  difeuffion  which  took 
place  upon  the  motion  of  Earl 
Temple,  the  fame  topics  were 
urged  on  both  fides,  and  very 
nearly  in  the  fame  order.  From 
Lord  Cafllereagh’s  fpeech  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  our  lofs  in  the  whole 
campaign,  from  the  time  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Spencer  left  Gibraltar,  a- 
mounted  to  not  more  than  7,000 
men,  including  cafualties,  (which, 
if  the  army  had  daid  at  home, 
would  have  amounted  to  3,000), 
and  the  confequences  of  two  gene¬ 
ral  adions-  Mr.  Canning,  after 
fhewing  that  the  eorjefpondence  of 
Mr.  Frere  was  not  in  fad,  as  had 
been  aderted,  the  occafion  of  Sir 
John  Moore’s  forward  movement ; 
a  meafure  which,  however,  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  in  itfelf  perfedly  wife 
and  judicious;  went  on  to  confefs 
that  there  were  parts  in  that  mi- 
nider’s  correfpondence  which  he 
did  not  approve,  and  of  which  he 
had  not  advifed  his  fovereign  to 
exprefs  his  approbation.  The  fpe- 

cific 
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cific  point  to  which  he  alluded, 
was  the  demand  by  Mr.  Frere,  that 
the  bearer  of  his  letter  Ihould  be 
examined  before  a  council  of  war. 
His  duty  was  to  convey  to  the 
general  every  information  in  his 
power ;  to  tranfmit  to  him  the 
communications  of  the  various  local 
governments;  to  accompany  thofe 
communications  with  his  own  ho¬ 
ned  opinion  of  their  value,  and  to 
enforce  that  opinion  with  the  belt 
arguments  that  occurred  to  him  ; 
but  there,  he  conceived  that  his 
province  ended,  and  that  he  ought 
not  to  prelcribe  that  which  de¬ 
pended  on  a  mere  military  deci- 
lion.  With  refpedl  to  the  advance 
itfelf,  he  would  fay,  that  with  all 
its  confequenoes  and  difafters,  he 
preferred  it  to  a  retreat,  at  the 
moment  of  Mr.  Frere’s  remon- 
ftrance.  Of  thofe  difafters  he  would 
not  fay  a  word.  The  battle  of 
Corunna  covered  every  thing  ;  but 
the  retreat  itfelf,  and  the  precipi¬ 
tancy  of  it,  he  could  never  ceafe  to 
regret. 

Mr. Tierney  affirmed,  that  there 
was  among  minifters  feme  thing 
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like  a  difpofition  to  keep  General 
Moore’s  merits  from  the  public 
view ;  and  he  aiked,  whether  an 
order  had  not  been  fent  to  the 
Drury-lane  Company,  by  the  lord 
chamberlain,  to  difcontinue  the  re¬ 
citation  of  a  monody  to  the  gene¬ 
ral’s  memory.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  heard  of  no 
fuch  order,  and  could  not  believe 
that  any  fuch  had  been  fent.  Mr. 
Bathurft  fpoke  in  favour  of  the 
motion,  as  did  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
who  quoted  an  obfervation  of  the 
Cardinal  du  Retz,  that  men  might 
be  placed  in  lituations  in  which, 
turn  how  they  would,  they  mull 
commit  a  fault ;  but  that  fortune 
never  placed  them  in  fuch  litua- 
tions,  which  were  only  the  effects 
of  their  own  errors.  In  fuch  a 
pofition  had  Moore  been  placed 
by  minifters.  Mr.  Whitbread 
clofed  the  debate,  and  a  divifiort 
took  place  on  the  firft  refolution 
moved  by  Lord  Temple,  which 
was  negatived  by  230  votes  to 
in.  The  others  were  then  nega¬ 
tived  without  a  divifion® 


CHAP.  IV. 

SjJiem  of  Calumny  again]}  the  Duke  of  York,  Celebrated  Publication  on  the 
fubjefi .  Major  Hogan* s  Pamphlet .  Colonel  Weirdie  moves  an  Inquiry 

refpelting  his  Royal  Highneff's  Conduit  in  the  Diftribution  of  Promotions . 
Statement  of  the  Grounds  of  it.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Yorkey  Sir  Francis  Bur - 
detty  Mr.  W ilberforce,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  Mr.  Cannings 
Mr.  Whitbread ,  and  Lord  Cafllereagh.  Motion  for  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  agreed  to.  Houfe  forms  itfelf  into  a  Committee.  Speech  of 
Colonel  W ardle.  Cafe  of  Colonel  Knight.  Evidence  of  Dr.  Fhjnney 

Mr.  Knight ,  Mrs.  Clarke ,  and  Colonel  Gordon.  Statement  of  Circum - 
fances  ref  pelting  the  Connection  of  the  Duke  of  York  with  Mrs.  Clarke • 
Levity  with  which  fhe  gives  her  Evidence.  Cafe  of  Colonel  French's 
Levy .  Tejhmony  of  Mr.  Dowler  refpeliing  ity  and  concerning  the  Pur- 
chafe  of  a  Place  in  the  Commiffariat  for  himfelf.  Evidence  of  Mifs  Fay- 
far,,  Crofs  Examination  to  which  fhe  is  fub jelled.  Nature  of  Mrs. 

Clarke's 
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Clarke  $  Eftahlijhment  in  Qloucejler  Place .  Her  Account  cf  the  Manner 
cf  her  Applications  to  the  Duke  of  York,  Affair  of  Dr,  O'  Me  ar  a. 
Intrigues  of  Meffrs.  Mai l by  and  Donovan,  Evidence  of  Colonel  Loraine 
as  to  the  Levy.,  Cafe  of  Captain  Tony n.  Captain  Sandon’s  Evidence. 
Singular  Circumffance  of  the  Note  fuppreffed  by  Captain  Sandon ,  who  is 
committed  to  Newgate  for  Prevarication .  Cafe  of  Colonel  Shaw,  Sub - 
f  diary  Cafes  of  Captain  Turner  and  Samuel  Carter .  Examination  of 
General  Clavering ,  who  is  afterwards  committed  for  Prevarication . 
Circumfiances  of  the  Negotiation  of  the  Loan  with  Kenneth ,  Clofe  of  the 
Examinations,  Evidence  of  General  Nortons  General  Fitzpatrick ,  Sir 
John  Pulteney ,  and  Sir  Arthur  TVellefey ,  as  to  the  improved  State  cf  the 
Army  under  the  Adminif  ration  of  the  Duke  of  York .  Strong  Teftimony  of 
Sir  Arthur  Wellefey  as  to  this  Point,  Strong  Interef  taken  by  the  Public 
in  the  whole  Progrefs  of  the  Examination . 


opinion  of  the  public  upon 
A  any  iubjedt  in  which  its  paf- 
fions  or  interefts  are  concerned,  is 
not  always,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
decided  by  the  moft  deliberate  con- 
fideration  of  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  j 
and  our  failure  in  Spain  had  been 
fo  fignal,  that  it  is  probable  that 
none  of  the  arguments  adduced  by 
minifters  in  the  parliamentary  dif- 
cuffions  refpefting  it,  however  con- 
clufive  they  might  be  as  far  as 
concerned  their  own  conduct, 
would  have  fatisfied  the  people, 
had  not  a  new  fubjeft  of  investi¬ 
gation  been  brought  before  them, 
of  an  infinitely  higher  intereft, 
and  which  for  a  time  drew  to  it- 
felf  the  undivided  attention  of  all 
ranks  and  claftes  of  the  nation. 

For  fome  time  pad  a  fpecies  of 
regular  and  fyftematic  attack  had 
been  carried  on  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
public  prefs  againft  the  Duke  of 
York,  in  refped  to  his  conduct  as 
commander-in-chief ;  the  fpecific 
object  of  which  did  not  appear 
very  definite,  although  the  calum¬ 
nies  themfelves  betrayed  every 
fymptom  of  defign  and  concert  in 
the  manner  of  their  publication. 
In  thefe,  it  was  aflerted,  that  a 


fyftem  of  the  moil  ihameful  favour- 
itifra  prevailed  in  thediilribution  of 
military  promotions,  that  officers 
of  long  ftanding  and  diftinguifned 
fervices,  had  daily  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  of  feeing  mere  children  from 
fchool,  placed  in  command  over 
them,  and  that  the  highefb  profef- 
fional  claims  to  advancement,  were 
invariably  made  to  give  way  to 
parliamentary,  perfonal,  or  family 
intereft,  Infinuations  of  a  darker 
nature  were  not  forborne,  and  it 
was  hinted  that  there  exifted  other 
and  furer  channels  to  promotion, 
even  than  thefe,  by  means  and 
through  an  organ  equally  degrad¬ 
ing  to  the  army,  and  derogatory 
from  the  charafter  of  him  who 
commanded  it. 

The  apparent  impunity  with 
\yhich  this  fyftem  of  abufe  had 
been  carried  on,  formed  the  lead¬ 
ing  fubjedl  of  complaint  in  a  pam¬ 
phlet  publifhed  in  the  Auguft  of 
the  preceding  year,  under  the  title 
of  a  “  Plain  Statement  of  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  the  Miniftry  and  Oppofi- 
tion  towards  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  York.’5  This  lingu¬ 
lar  produ&ion,  which  was  com¬ 
monly  fuppofed  to  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  under  the  eye  of  his  royal  high- 
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nefs,  and  publifhed  with  his  func¬ 
tion,  was  chiefly  remarkable  for 
the  open  avowal -and  defence  which 
it  contained.,  of  the  exigence  of  a 
fecret,  or,  as  it  was  called,  king’s 
party,  the  .operation  and  influence 
of  which,  had  long  been  afferted, 
and  frequently  animadverted  upon 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  reign.  Of  this  party, 
compofed  of  thofe  ftyled  exclu- 
fively  (S  the  king’s  friends,”  the 
queen  and  the  Duke  of  York  were 
herefaid  to  be  the  natural  heads,  and 
as  fuch  u neon nedled  with  any  of  the 
other  leading  parties  in  the  date  ; 
and  the  objedl  of  the  writer  was 
to  (hew,  that,  from  this  circuni- 
ftance  in  his  pofition,  the  Com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  was  in  fadf  not 
merely  abandoned,  but  even  per- 
fecuted,  both  by  the  miniftry  and 
the  oppofition.  A  fyftem  of  ano¬ 
nymous  attack  was  purfued  againft 
him,  for  protection  againft  which 
he  had  in  vain  appealed  to  every 
fucceeding  adminiftration :  they 
had  indeed  referred  him  to  the  law, 
as  the  only  poftible  method  of  con- 
trouling  the  prefs  ;  but  it  was  con¬ 
tended  by  the  writer,  to  be  noto¬ 
rious,  that  the  prefs  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  was  for  the  moft  part  divided 
between  the  two  great  parties  in 
the  ftate,  the  influence  and  con- 
troul  of  which,  over  their  refpec- 
tive  papers,  was  unlimited  ;  and  it 
was  further  obferved,  that  though 
the  duke  might  have  recourfe  to 
legal  meafures,  “  yet  there  might 
be  innumerable  allufions,  inuen- 
does,  and  even  afferrions,  which 
had  fubftance  enough  to  wound, 
and  that  moft  deeply,  but  were  not 
palpable  enough  for  the  vifitation 
of  the  law  ;  that  the  terms  of  thefe 
cold-blooded  libels,  were  fo  ftu- 
dioufiy  picked  and  culled,  as  to 
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elude  the  juft,  vengeance  of  the 
law,  and  even  were  they  not  fo, 
there  were  many  fuhjedts  which, 
however  grofsly  ofJen.fi  ve  to  all 
honourable  feeling,  could  not  be 
laid  open  before  a  court  of  juft  ice  ; 
for  there  "Was  a  neceffary  and  in- 
diferiminative  publicity  in  law, 
from  which  a  mind  of  any  delicacy 
could  not  but  avert.” 

Among  thefe  libels  was  one 
which,  from  particular  circum- 
ftances,  Angularly  attracted  the 
public  attention.  About  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1808,  a  Major  Hogan 
publifhed  a  pamphlet,  in  which 
after  a  detailed  ftatement  of  the 
repeated  and  unjuftifiable  difap- 
pointraents  he  had  fufFered  in  the 
continual  denial  of  his  promotion,, 
he  ftates  himfelf  to  have  been  at 
length  driven  to'  the  refolution  of 
demanding  an  interview  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  remonftrating  with  his 
royal  highnefs  in  perfon,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  injuftice  to  which 
he  conceived  he  had  been  fubjedt- 
ed.  This  he  affirms  that  he  ac¬ 
tually  did,  and  that  at  the  clofe 
of  his  remonftrance,  he  added, 
((  my  applications  for  promotion 
have  been  made  in  the  manner  pre- 
feribed  by  the  pradtice  of  the  army 
and  the  king’s  regulations  ;  unfor¬ 
tunately  without  fuecefs.  Other 
ways,  pleafe  your  royal  highnefs, 
have  been  recommended  to  me, 
and  frequent  propofitions  have  been 
made,  by  thofe  who  aftedled  to 
poflefs  the  means  of  fecuring  that 
objedl,  that  for  600 1.  I  could  ob¬ 
tain  a  majority  without  purchafe, 
which  is  little  more  than  half  the 
fum  I  had  lodged  to  procure  pro¬ 
motion  in  the  regular  courfe.  But 
1  rejedted  fuch  a  propofition,  for 
even  were  fuch  a  thing  poftible,  I 

(hould 
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fhould  feel  it  unworthy  of  me  as  a 
Britifh  officer,  to  owe  the  king’s 
commiffion  to  low  intrigue  and 
petticoat  influence.’*  Infteadof  the 
immediate  demand  of  explanation, 
which  the  major  fays  he  expected 
upon  making  fuch  an  allufton,  the 
duke,  he  afferts,  feemed  confound¬ 
ed,  and  was  filent.  Nothing  fur¬ 
ther  paffed  at  that  time,  but  Ho¬ 
gan  affirms,  that  he  was  fhortly  af¬ 
terwards  made  to  underhand  that 
he  had  given  offence,  and  that,  in 
all  probability,  his  promotion 
would  never  take  place.  In  his 
pamphlet,  however,  he  hated  his 
readinefs  to  fubftantiate  what  he 
had  faid,  by  the  moil  irrefragable 
evidence,  and  to  furnifh  to  any 
member  of  parliament,  who  might 
be  difpofed  to  take  up  the  fubjedf, 
fadis  fuch  as  would  convince  the 
moil  incredulous. 

It  was,  however,  lefs  this  very 
improbable  ftory  of  the  interview 
which  gave  intereft  to  his  pam¬ 
phlet,  than  a  circumftance  which 
was  mentioned  as  attending  its  pub¬ 
lication.  Hogan  had  fent  in  his 
refignation,  and  was  allowed  the 
fums  which  his  commiffions  had 
coll  him.  From  fome  caufe  or 
other,  he  could  (hew  no  document 
refpedling  the  purchafe  of  his  lieu¬ 
tenancy,  and  according  to  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  office,  the  400 1. 
which  he  had  given  for  it,  was 
withheld.  But  on  the  fame  day 
on  which  he  advertifed  his  iC  Ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Public,”  a  lady  in  a 
barouche  attended  by  two  footmen, 
called  at  the  newfpaper  office,  to 
learn  his  addrefs,  and  next  evening 
bills  were  left  at  his  door  to  the 
a  mount  of  400 1.  accompanied  by 
arletter  in  which  the  hope  was  ex¬ 
pelled,  that  the  publication  of 
his  intended  pamphlet  would  thus 
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be  prevented  ;  in  which  cafe  Ho¬ 
gan  was  affured,  that  he  fhould  be 
provided  for  to  his  fatisfadtion. 
This  letter  Hogan  added  to  his 
ftatement,  announcing  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  bills  fhould  be  re¬ 
turned  to  any  perfon  bringing  an 
account  of  their  numbers. 

This  extraordinary  ftory  excit¬ 
ed,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the 
attention  of  the  people,  and  opi¬ 
nions  were  various  as  to  its  found¬ 
ation  in  fadt.  The  lefs  credulous 
called  for  the  publication  of  the 
numbers  of  the  notes,  that  they 
might  be  traced  accordingly  ;  and 
when  no  reply  was  made  to  this 
challenge,  the  general  convidfion 
naturally  was,  that  the  whole  had 
been  a  concerted  trick  on  the  part 
of  the  major  ;  of  which,  indeed,  it 
bore  every  mark  in  itfelf.  The 
circumftance,  however,  and  the 
controverfy  which  took  place 
about  it,  contributed  to  give  in¬ 
tereft  to  the  pamphlet,  which 
became  immediately  the  fubjedl  of 
a  legal  profecution  on  the  part  of 
the  attorney  general,  who  com¬ 
menced  proceedings  againft  Fin- 
nerty  the  publifher,  and  no  lefs 
than  fix  and  twenty  other  printers 
and  publifhers,  who  had  either 
extracted  from  or  commended 
it. 

The  public,  therefore,  were  not 
altogether  unprepared  for  the  queft 
tion,  when  on  the  27th  of  January, 
purfuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given 
Colonel  Gwillym  Lloyd  Wardle, 
of  the  militia,  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe,  a  motion  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  committee,  (i  to  enquire 
into  the  condudl  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  commander-in-chief,  with 
refpedt  to  the  granting  of  commif- 
fions,  the  making  exchanges,  and 
the  raifing  of  levies  for  the  army.” 

The 
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The  ground  of  the  charge,  as  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  prefatory  fpeech  of 
the  hon.  mover,  was  as  follows. 
There  is  under  the  controul  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  a  fund  called 
the  half-pay  fund,  ariling  out  of 
the  fale  of  commiffions  vacant  by 
death,  by  the  promotion  of  offi¬ 
cers  not  allowed  to  fell,  or  by 
difmiffion  from  the  fervice,  and 
the  produce  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  half-pay  commif¬ 
fions,  or  to  the  compaffionate  fund. 
The  difcretion  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  extends  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  meritorious  officers  to  the 
commiffions  fo  vacant,  or  to  fale 
of  fuch  commiffions,  applying  the 
purchafe  money  to  the  purpofes 
defcribed.  But  if  thefe  commif- 
fiona  were  otherwife  difpofed  of, 
it  became  clearly  an  abuie  of  au¬ 
thority  in  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  the  objects  of  the  fund  were 
defeated.  This  then  was  the  fub- 
jetft  of  the  accufation.  Colonel 
Wardle  contended  that  commiffions 
had  been  otherwife  difpofed  of, 
through  the  agency  and  for  the 
profit  of  a  lady  of  the  name  of 
Clarke,  who  had  for  fome  time 
lived  under  the  protection  of  the 
Duke  of  YorJc,  at  the  head  of  a 
fplendid  eftabliihment  in  Gloucef- 
ter-place. 

In  fubftantiation  of  thefe  charges 
he  alleged  the  following  cafes, 
which  he  engaged  to  prove  by 
witneffes  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  : 
Captain  Tonyn,  of  the  48th  foot, 
was,  on  the  31ft  of  Augull,  1804, 
promoted  to  a  majority  in  the  31ft 
regiment.  However  much  this 
officer's  fervices  might  entitle  him 
to  this  promotion,  it  was  not  upon 
a  confideration  of  them  alone,  that 
it  was  granted.  He  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Captain  Huxley  Sandon 
Vol.  LI,  or  Vol,  IX,  New  S 


to  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  agreed  to 
lodge  in  the  hands  of  a  Mr.  Do¬ 
novan  500 1.  to  be  paid  to  that 
lady,  whenever  his  promotion  was 
announced  in  the  gazette.  By 
this  tranfaftion,  though  Mrs. 
Clarke  gained  500I.  the  half- pay 
fund  loll  1,100 1.  which  was  the 
regulated  difference  between  a  com¬ 
pany  and  a  majority.  Mrs.  Clarke 
paid  the  500I.  to  Mr.  Birkett  the 
filverfinith,  in  part  of  payment  for 
a  fervice  of  plate,  and  the  balance 
of  the  bill  was  afterwards  fettled 
by  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York. 

The  fecond  cafe  was  that  of  the 
exchange  concluded  on  the  25th  of 
July,  1805,  between  Lieut. -Colo¬ 
nel  Brooke  of  the  56th  foot,  and 
Lieut.-Colonel  Knight  of  the  5  th 
dragoon  guards,  by  the  influence 
of  the  fame  Mrs.  Clarke,  who 
wanting  fome  money  for  an  ex- 
curfion  into  the  country,  requefted 
of  his  royal  highnefs  that  he  would 
expedite  the  exchange,  and  inti¬ 
mated  that  fhe  would  in  confe- 
quence  receive  200 1.  Within  a 
very  tew  days  after,  the  exchange 
appeared  in  the  gazette,  and  the 
ftipulated  fum  was  paid  to  the  lady. 

The  third  inftance  adduced  was 
that  of  Major  Shaw  of  the  Ceylon 
regiment,  who  on  the  3rd  of 
April,  1806,  was  appointed  bar¬ 
rack-mailer  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  through  the  interference  of 
Mrs.  Clarke.  It  had  been  agreed 
that  Ihe  fhould  receive  1,000 1. 
for  the  appointment,  but  of  this 
only  500 1.  was  paid,  and  Mrs. 
Clarke  finding  the  remainder  not 
forthcoming,  complained  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  in  eonfe- 
quence  put  Major  Shaw  on  half¬ 
pay.  A  meafure  which  Colonel 
Wardle  affirmed  to  be  quite  unpre- 
ries.  [A1]  cedented. 
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cedented,  as  he  had  examined  the 
half-pay  lift,  and  found  no  inftance 
of  any  reduction  fimilar  to  that  of 
Major  Shaw,  in  the  barrack  de¬ 
partment. 

The  laft  cafe  was  that  of  Colo¬ 
nel  French.  In  the  year  1805, 
this  officer  was  appointed  by  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
to  conduct  a  levy,  Mrs.  Clarke 
having  previoufly  bargained  with 
him  to  receive  one  guinea  out  of 
the  bounty  of  each  man  railed, 
with  a  part  of  the  fale  and  patron¬ 
age  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
commiffions,  and,  accordingly,  as 
the  levy  proceeded,  the  proportion 
agreed  upon  was  paid  to  her. 
There  was  a  circumftance  con- 
netted  with  this  levy  not  unwor¬ 
thy  of  notice,  but  with  which 
Mrs.  Clarke  had  nothing  to  do. 
The  Duke  of  York  had  required 
a  loan  of  5000 1.  from  Colonel 
French  j  and  Mr.  Grant  of  Bar¬ 
nard’s  Inn,  agent  for  the  levy, 
had  agreed  to  raife  the  fum,  pro¬ 
vided  his  royal  highnefs  would  ob¬ 
tain  the  payment  to  Colonel  French 
of  the  balance  due  to  him  from 
government,  on  account  of  his 
levy.  This  was  promifed,  but 
his  royal  highnefs  failing  in  his 
application  to  government,  the 
loan  was  not  advanced.  It  was 
intended  to  be  inferred  from  this 
circumftance,  that  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  was  not  unwilling  to  exert  his 
influence  with  government,  with 
a  view  to  his  own  pecuniary  ac¬ 
commodation,  in  Cafes  where  a 
confideration  of  the  mere  juftice  of 
the  claim  would  hardly  have  avail¬ 
ed  to  procure  his  interference. 

Colonel  Wardle  brought  for¬ 
ward  another  cafe,  viz.  that  of  a 
Captain  Maling  in  Greenwood's 
oflice,  but  quite  unconnected  with 


the  influence  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  or 
the  imputation  of  any  corrupt  mo¬ 
tive  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of 
York;  and  refpetting  which  Co¬ 
lonel  Wardle  himfelf  feems  to  have 
been  altogether  mifinformed.  We 
Avail  therefore  omit  to  take  any 
further  notice  of  it.  In  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  fpeech,  he  informed 
the  houfe,  as  another  inftance  of 
the  corruption  of  the  times,  that 
there  was  attually  at  that  moment 
an  office  in  the  city  for  the  fale  of 
commiffions,  at  the  fame  reduced 
fcale  as  that  of  Mrs.  Clarke  ;  that 
the  perfons  managing  that  office 
had  ftated  in  his  prefence,  that  they 
were  agents  of  the  prefent  favourite 
miftrefs,  Mrs.  Carey ;  that  they 
further  declared  themfelves  to  be 
enabled  to  difpofe  of  places,  both 
in  church  and  ftate  ;  and  that  they 
did  not  hefltate  to  fay,  that  they 
were  employed  by  two  of  the  firft 
officers  in  adminiftration.  With 
this  portentous  difclofure  the  hon0 
gentleman  clofed  his  fpeech. 

All  parties  concurred  in  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  immediate  inveftigation, 
as  not  lefs  neceflary  for  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  charatter  of  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  than  indifpenflble 
for  the  fatisfattion  of  the  nation. 
The  friends  of  the  duke  in  particular 
expreffed  their  fatisfattion,  that 
the  flanderous  imputations  upon 
his  royal  highnefs’s  conduct  were 
at  length  brought  forward,  in  a 
manner  that  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  his  vindication,  and  they  fpoke 
with  every  confidence  of  their  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  refult  of  inquiry. 
Mr.  Yorke  obferved,  that  he  was 
glad  the  houfe  at  length  came  to 
fome  charges  againft  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  in  a  queftionable 
fhape  ;  that  they  could  reach  in  a 
tangible  form  fome  of  thofe  libels, 

which. 
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which,  for  fome  time  paft,  had 
been  more  aftiduoufly  ,and  pertina- 
ciouily  circulated,  than  at  any 
former  period  in  this  country,  fo 
prolific  in  libels.  He  trufted  that 
the  houfe  would  do  its  duty  to  it- 
felf,  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
royal  houfe  of  Brunfvvick ;  that 
blame  might  reft  where  it  ought  to 
be  fixed,  and  that  if  there  was  no 
ground  for  thefe  accufations,  juf- 
tice  might  be  done  to  the  com. 
mander-in-chief.  If  this  Ihould 
turn  out  to  be  the  cafe,  hefincerely 
wifhed  that  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  who  brought  forward  the  ac- 
cufation,  would  be  able  to  acquit 
himfelf,  by  fhewing,  at  lead,  that 
there  exifted  fome  probable  reafons 
in  fupport  of  fo  heavy  an  accufa- 
tion.  “  For  my  own  part/*  Mr. 
Yorke  continued,  “  I  believe  that 
there  exifts  a  confpiracy  of  the 
molt  atrocious  and  diabolical  kind 
againfi:  his  royal  highnefs,  founded 
upon  the  Jacobinical  fpirit  which 
appeared  at  the  commencement  of 
the  French  revolution  ;  for  though 
that  fpirit  may  not  fhew  itfelf  in 
the  fame  form  as  at  firft,  when  once 
raifed  it  is  not  eafily  quelled,  and 
it  never  can  promote  its  views  with 
better  hopes  of  fuccefs,  than  by 
taking  down  illufirious  perfons. 
The  freedom  of  the  prefs  is  juftly 
confidered  as  the  palladium  of  li¬ 
berty,  but  its  licentioufnefs  is  the 
deflru&ion  of  civil  fociety.  That 
licentioufnefs  has  been  atively  di¬ 
rected  againfi;  the  illufirious  perfon 
who  is  the  objeCt  of  the  motion, 
and  who  from  his  ftation  and  pafl 
fervices,  might  be  fuppofed  fecure 
from  its  attacks.  Let  blame  fall 
where  it  ought ;  but  the  houfe 
fhould  have  confideration  for  the 
high  rank  of  that  perfon,  and  the 
eminent  fer vices  which  he  had  per- 
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formed  for  the  country  in  the 
ftate  to  which  he  brought  the 
army.  That  a  confpiracy  exifts  I 
firmly  believe ;  and  if  the  houfe 
will  go  with  me,  and  fuppofe  this 
adlually  to  be  the  cafe,  the  bed 
mode  to  do  juft  ice  to  th©  fove- 
reign,  to  the  high  charater  thus 
impeached,  and  to  the  country, 
would  be  to  appoint  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  commifiion,  with  power 
to  examine  each  party  upon  oath/51 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  had 
feconded  the  motion  of  Colonel 
Wardle,  obferved,  that  in  fo  do¬ 
ing  he  could  have  had  no  view, 
but  what  was  entertained  by  Mr. 
Yorke  himfelf,  and  he  trufted 
with  him,  that  the  enquiry  would 
terminate  in  the  entire  exculpa¬ 
tion  of  his  royal  highnefs.  There 
could  be  no  other  feeling  in  the 
houfe  upon  the  fubjedl.  He  thought 
the  hon.  mover  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  having 
brought  forward  this  matter,  when 
he  heard  of  the  fats  he  had  de¬ 
tailed.  Of  the  motion  he  had  pre- 
vioufiy  known  nothing,  but  from 
the  notice  given  ;  but  the  fats 
ftated,  appeared  fo  ferious,  that  he 
thought  the  houfe  bound  to  enquire 
into  the  cafe,  and  with  that  feeling 
he  had  feconded  the  motion.  Mr® 
Adam  faid,  that  from  thefituatiort 
which,  in  the  way  of  his  profef- 
fion,  he  had  for  twenty  years  paft 
gratuitoufly  filled  iij  thefervice  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  he  could  fpeak 
with  certainty  refpeting  his  re¬ 
venues,  and  every  circumftance 
connected  with  them.  In  all  that 
long  experience,  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  had  uniformly  ftated  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  affairs  with  a  moil  ex* 
traordinary  accuracy  ;  nor  had  he 
ever  heard  of  his  procuring  any  ac¬ 
commodation  or  loans,  on  any 
[£2]  other 
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other  terms  than  the  Dukes  of 
Bedford,  or  Northumberland,  or 
Devonshire  would,  if  they  had  oc- 
cafion.  Mr,  Wilberforce  agreed 
with  Mr.  Yorke,  that  the  invefti- 
gation  of  the  charges  ought  to  be 
committed  to  a  parliamentary  com- 
miflion  fpecially  delegated  for  that 
fpecifi c  purpofe.  Whoever,  he  ob- 
ferved,  had  attended  to  the  cor.fe- 
quences  of  public  examination  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe,  could  not  be 
blind  to  the  numerous  and  fatal  in¬ 
conveniences  of  fuch  a  mode  of 
proceeding.  The  very  objed  for 
which  it  was  propofed,  was  too 
often  defeated  by  the  means.  By 
the  appointment  of  a  commiffion, 
the  witneffes  would  be  examined 
upon  oath  ;  all  party  bias  and  per- 
fonal  altercation  would  be  pre¬ 
vented,  and  a  weight  and  confi¬ 
dence  would  be  attached  to  the 
decifion  of  thofe  delegated,  and  to 
the  teftimony  of  thofe  examined, 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  exped 
from  any  public  difcuffion  or  exa¬ 
mination  at  the  bar.  It  was  for 
the  houfe  to  recoiled:,  that,  in  the 
prefent  unexampled  and  critical 
Hate  of  the  civilized  world,  all 
Europe  looked  with  a  vigilant  and 
anxious  attention  to  the  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  That  houfe  was  now  put 
upon  its  trial,  before  the  tribunal 
of  public  opinion.  It  had  to  ren¬ 
der  juftice  both  to  the  illuftrious 
perfon  whofe  charader  he  expeded 
would  come  clear  and  unfullied 
from  the  ordeal,  and  to  the  coun¬ 
try  which  was  equally  interefted 
in  the  reful t.  The  claims  of  the 
public  demanded  that  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people  fhould 
look  to  fiibftantial  juftice,  how¬ 
ever  high  the  rank,  eminent  the 
cr vices,  or  fplcndid  the  connec¬ 


tions  of  the  dignified  perfonage 
againft  whom  fuch  charges  were 
preferred.  That  juftice,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  could  be  moft  fatisfadorily 
obtained  by  an  enquiry,  private 
in  its  progrefs,  but  to  be  public  in 
its  refult ;  particularly  when  he 
refieded  on  the  defcription  of  per- 
fons  likely  to  be  examined,  and 
the  importance  of  the  interefts  af- 
feded  by  the  examination. 

Mr.  Perceval  was  in  favour  of 
enquiry  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe.  He  could  ftate,  he 
faid,  upon  the  authority  of  the  il¬ 
luftrious  perfon  himfelf,  given  at 
the  only  opportunity  he  had  had  of 
confulting  with  him  upon  the  fub- 
jed,  that  the  moft  ready  courfe  of 
profecuting  the  enquiry,  would  be 
the  moft  agreeable  to  him,  and 
that  he  deprecated  nothing  f© 
much  as  a  courfe  which  would  im¬ 
pede  the  final  refult.  That  illuf¬ 
trious  perfonage  wiftied,  like  any 
other  fubjed  to  be  put  publicly 
upon  his  trial,  and  to  ftand  ccn- 
vided  or  acquitted  upon  the  cafe 
that  might  be  made  out  :  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  had  a  thorough 
convidion  that  he  ihould  excul¬ 
pate  himfelf  from  all  charge.  From 
the  nature  of  the  fads  already 
ftated,  he  would  flake  his  reputa¬ 
tion  upon  it,  that  it  was  impoffible 
that  after  the  refult  of  the  enquiry, 
any  fufpicion  even  could  attach  to 
his  royal  highnefs.  But  he  was 
fure  the  houfe  would  paufe  before 
it  would  depart  from  its  eftablifh- 
ed  ufage,  to  adopt  a  parliamentary 
commiffion.  He  felt  the  inconve¬ 
niences  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry, 
but  thefe  inconveniences  muft  be 
encountered  on  fo  important  an  oc- 
cafion.  Mr.  Perceval  then  advert¬ 
ed  to  the  mention  which  Colonel 
"War die  had  made  of  an  office  in 
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the  city  for  the  difpofal  of  patron- 
age,  in  which  it  was  ftated,  that 
two  members  of  the  king’s  cabinet 
were  concerned.  This  was  a  topic 
on  which  he  felt  it  due  to  himfelf 
to  require  the  fulleft  information, 
and  it  was  for  the  hon.  gentleman 
to  determine  whether  he  would 
afford  it  in  a  public  manner  in  that 
houfe,  or  by  a  private  communica¬ 
tion  to  fome  of  the  refponfible  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown.  When  in 
poffeffion  of  that  information,  he 
allured  the  houfe,  that  by  him  no 
meafure  would  be  left  undone  to 
unravel  and  elucidate  the  truth  or 
falfehood  of  that  allegation,  nor 
any  diligence  omitted  to  bring  the 
delinquents,  if  any  there  be,  to 
juftice.  It  was  not  for  him  to  tell 
that  houfe,  that,  in  this  great  ca¬ 
pital,  there  might  be  people  fool- 
ifh  enough  to  be  deceived  by  ad- 
vertifements  in  the  public  papers, 
announcing  the  difpofal  of  official 
patronage;  and  it  might fometimes 
happen,  that  thefe  very  perfons  did 
ultimate^  obtain,  by  other  means, 
the  very  appointments  for  which 
they  had  endeavoured  to  nego¬ 
tiate  i  but  he  was  convinced,  that 
as  there  was  nothing  more  difcre- 
ditable  to  government,  fo  1  there 
was  nothing  more  falfe,  than  the 
idea  that  money^was  paid  to  per¬ 
forms  high  in  office  for  fuch  tranffi 
aCtions. 

Colonel  Wardle  Hated,  that  the 
office  he  Had  alluded  to  was  in  a 
court  out  of  Threadneedle  Street. 
The  names  of  the  agents  were  Key- 
fop  and  Pullen.  The  houfe  was 
not  a  little  amufed  when  he  further 
proceeded  to  ft  ate,  that  the  two 
members  of  the  cabinet  for  whom 
they  a&ed  in  fuch  negotiations, 
were  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the 
Duke  of  Portland, 
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The  motion  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  committee  was  carried 
nem  con .  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  then  moved,  that  it 
fhould  be  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe.  Lord  Folkftone  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  meafure,  both  as  lefs 
effectual  in  itfelf,  and  as  inter¬ 
fering  with  the  mode  of  proceeding 
which  the  honourable  mover  had 
adopted.  Mr.  Canning  obferved, 
that  the  interference  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  was  not  to  reftriCI,  but 
to  extend  enquiry  ;  not  to  narrow 
the  means,  but  to  enlarge  the 
fphere  of  deliberation.  If  the 
charges  were  proved,  the  iffue 
might  lead  to  a  proceeding  afFeft- 
ing  the  moft  valuable  privileges  of 
parliament,  and  the  deareft  inte- 
refts  of  the  elevated  perfonage  af- 
fe&ed  by  their  decifion.  The 
hon.  mover  himfelf  had  fhewn  no 
tsnwillingnefs  to  fubmit  his  charges 
to  the  houfe  in  its  moft  extended 
capacity  ;  that  hon.  gentleman 
had  declared,  that  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  this  fub- 
jeCf,  he  was  a&uated  folely  by  a 
fenfe  of  public  duty  ;  that  he  was 
free  from  any  hoftile  feeling  to 
the  iiluftrious  perfonage  whom  his 
charges  went  fo  vitally  to  affeCl  ; 
he  could  not  therefore  be  diffatifi* 
fed  with  thofe  who  placed  him 
on  the  moft  commanding  ftage  to 
reap  the  benefit  of  his  patriotic 
labours.  He  furely  mull  be  aware, 
that  having  undertaken  the  refpon¬ 
fible  talk  of  fubmitting  to  a  Bri- 
tifti  Houfe  of  Commons  fo  ferious 
an  accufation,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  iffue  of  the  inveftigation, 
infamy  muff  attach  foraewhere ; 
either  upon  the  accufer  or  the  ac- 
cufed.  The  Duke  of  York  had 
been  fubjeded  to  the  fyftematic 
calumnies  of  a  fei  of  unprincipled 
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libellers ;  by  whom  he  had  been 
treated  with  a  brutality  of  infult 
which  almoft  made  good  men  he- 
fitate  in  deciding  whether  the  value 
of  a  free  difcuffion  was  not  confi- 
derably  depreciated  by  the  evils  of 
its  unbridled  licentioufnefs.  For 
the  laft  fix  months  fcarcely  a  day 
had  elapfed  without  fome  frefn  at¬ 
tack  upon  his  honour,  his  charac¬ 
ter,  and  his  feelings.  There  was 
a  cowardlinefs,  a  bafenefs,  a 
wretchednefs  in  the  villanous  li¬ 
bels  againft  his  royal  highnefs, 
which  far  exceeded  the  calumnious 
profligacy  of  former  times :  a  cow¬ 
ardice,  too,  of  the  bafeft  kind, 
participating  in  the  moll  depraved 
and  odious  qualities,  defer ving  of 
that  execration  which  the  beft  feel¬ 
ings  of  humanity  would  pronounce 
on  the  bafe  aflailant  of  female 
weaknefs,  becaufe  to  direft  un¬ 
founded  attacks  againft  thofe  in 
high  authority,  was  nearly  fimilar 
to  an  attack  on  an  undefended  wo¬ 
man. 

Mr.  Whitbread  concurred  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  enquiry 
fhould  be  public.  With  refpeft 
to  the  libellous  publications  fo 
ftiongly  animadverted  upon  by 
Mr.  Canning,  he  would  afk  why 
this  brutality  of  infult  was  fo  long 
permitted  to  continue  ?  were  the 
attorney  and  folicitor  generals 
afleep,  or  how  was  it  that  they 
neglefted  their  duty  ?  The  right 
lion,  fecretary  had  affirmed,  that 
if  the  reful t  fhould,  as  he  trufted, 
acquit  his  royal  highnefs,  Colonel 
Wardle  would  be  infamous  for 
having  preferred  the  accufation. 
Such  adoftrine,  he  contended,  was 
hot  fupported  either  by  the  fpirit, 
or  ufage  of  the  conftitution.  If 
there  were  juftifiable  grounds  for 
his  charge,  or  if  informations  of 


a  ftrong  kind  were  laid  before  him, 
it  was  his  bounden  duty  as  an  ho- 
neft  fervant  of  the  public,  to  aft 
upon  it  in  that  houfe.  Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh  obferved,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Whitbread's  queftion,  that  the 
law  officers  had  in  faft  inftituted 
numerous  profecutions,  but  that 
their  entire  time  would  be  taken 
up  in  profecuting  the  libellers  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  if  every  libel 
was  to  be  profecuted.  Moreover, 
it  required  but  fome  ingenuity, 
together  with  a  moderate  fhare  of 
legal  knowledge,  to  render  it  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  eftablifh  the 
charge  of  libel ;  and  even  when 
the  law  was  about  to  be  put  in 
force  againft  them,  the  libellers 
often  found  means  to  efcape  juftice 
by  quitting  the  country.  In  the 
cafe  of  Major  Hogan,  the  author 
had  fecured  his  paflage  to  Ame¬ 
rica  even  before  the  publication. 
Mr.  Perceval's  motion  was  carried, 
and  it  was  refolved,  that  on  Wed- 
nefday  following,  the  houfe  fhould 
form  itfelf  into  the  committee. 

Accordingly,  on  the 
day  appointed,  the  cafe  Feb.  i. 
of  the  exchange  between 
Colonels  Brooke  and  Knight  was 
examined.  By  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Knight,  brother  of  the  colo¬ 
nel,  and  of  Dr.  Thynne,  Mrs. 
Clarke's  medical  attendant,  it  was 
proved,  that  the  application  had 
been  made  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  who 
had  promifed  her  fervices,  and  that 
upon  the  exchange  appearing  in 
the  gazette,  the  200 1.  were  re¬ 
mitted  to  her.  Mrs.  Clarke  her- 
felf  was  then  called  in,  and  (he 
affirmed,  that,  in  the  inftance  in 
queftion,  (he  had  perfonally  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Duke  of  York,  ftating 
to  him  the  confideration  (he  was 
to  receive,  and  that  in  confequence 
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of  her  urgent  requeft,  the  exchange 
had  been  expedited  within  two 
or  three  days  after  the  time  of  her 
firft:  application.  Colonel  Gor¬ 
don,  military  fecretary  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  was  then  ex¬ 
amined.  By  the  documents  pre- 
ferved  in  his  office,  it  appeared, 
that  on  the  21ft  of  June,  1805, 
in  reply  to  an  application  from 
Colonel  Knight,  that  officer  was 
informed,  that  the  Duke  of  York 
had  no  objection  to  his  exchang¬ 
ing  into  the  infantry,  when  a 
fuitable  fucceffor  fhould  be  found. 
On  the  1  ft  of  July,  Colonel  Brooke 
was  propofed  as  fuch,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  affair  was  to  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  the  following  memo¬ 
randums  which  were  noted  on  the 
back  of  the  ftatement  of  Colonel 
Brooke’s  fervices  :  (t  Cannot  be 
acceded  to;  his  royal  highnefs  does 
not  approve  of  the  exchange  pro¬ 
pofed.* ’  From  this  a  reference  was 
made  by  an  afterifk  to  another, 
dated  July  23rd,  which  faid, 
(<  His  rojal  highnefs  does  no*w  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  exchanged ’  On  the 
24th,  it  was  fubmitted  to  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  his  majefty,  and  ga¬ 
zetted  on  Tuefday,  July  30th. 
Colonel  Gordon  then  obferved, 
that  the  delay  was  not  greater 
than  occurs  almoft  every  week  in 
fimilar  tranfa&ions,  and  that  to 
the  beft  of  his  recollection,  it  was 
in  this  inftance  occaftoned  by  the 
circumftance  of  Colonel  Brooke’s 
having  been  for  the  laft  feven  years 
upon  half-pay,  which  made  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  more  than  ufual 
inquiries  refpeCling  him.  When 
thofe  inquiries  were  made.  Colo¬ 
nel  Gordon  was  fatisfied  as  to  his 
fitnefs  for  the  fituation  propofed, 
and  reported  him  as  fuch  to  the 
duke,  and  he  molt  firmly  believed. 
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that  in  acceding  to  the  exchange, 
his  royal  highnefs  was  wholly 
guided  by  the  report  he  had  made 
to  him. 

From  the  examination  of  this 
day ,  and  of  the  following,  it  appear¬ 
ed,  that  Mrs.  Clarke’s  connexion 
with  the  Duke  of  York,  had  com¬ 
menced  about  the  year  1803  ;  but 
that  early  in  1806,  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  from  fome  intimation  he  had 
received  of  certain  proceedings  on 
her  part,  as  having  a  tendency  to 
prejudice,  not  his  character  in 
a  public  capacity,  but  his  inte- 
refts,  and  his  name  with  regard  to 
money,  defired  Mr.  Adam  to  mak® 
the  requifite  enquiries  into  the 
matter.  In  confequence  of  the 
refult  of  that  gentleman’s  invefti- 
gations,  he  was  defired  by  the 
duke  to  fignify  to  Mrs.  Clarke, 
that  his  royal  highnefs  found  him- 
felf  compelled  to  feparate  from  her, 
but  that  he  would  allow  her  an 
annuity  of  400 1.  a  year,  to  be 
paid  quarterly,  as  long  as  her 
conduct  was  correfl ;  without 
however  entering  into  any  obliga¬ 
tion  in  writing,  as  it  was  to  reft 
entirely  upon  his  word,  to  be  per¬ 
formed  according  to  her  beha¬ 
viour.  The  annuity,  it  appears, 
from  whatever  reafon,  was  not 
paid  beyond  the  two  or  three  firft 
quarters,  as,  in  a  letter  from  Mrs, 
Clarke  to  Mr.  Adam,  dated  June, 
1808,  fhe  complains  that  the  duke 
was  already  500 1.  in  arrears  to 
her.  In  the  fame  letter,  fhe  in- 
lifts  that  the  annuity  be  fecured  to 
her  for  life,  and  the  arrears  paid, 
up ;  and  in  cafe  this  is  refufed  to 
her,  (he  Rates  her  refolution  to 
publifh  every  circumftance  ever 
communicated  to  her  by  his  royal 
highnefs,  and  every  thing  which 
had  come  under  her  knowledge 
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during  their  intimacy,  together 
with  all  his  letters.  This  letter, 
as  well  as  a  fubfequent  one  in 
which  Ihe  repeated  her  threats, 
were  fhewn  to  the  duke,  who,  it 
feems,  betrayed  not  the  flighted: 
apprehenfion  of  her  power,  and 
took  not  any  Hep  to  divert  the 
threatened  expofure. 

Mrs.  Clarke’s  evidence  was  gi¬ 
ven  upon  this  occafion,  and  indeed 
invariably  throughout  the  enquiry, 
with  a  readinefs  and  apparent 
opennefs,  which  confiderably  pre- 
pofTefled  the  byilanders  with  a  per- 
fuafion  of  the  accuracy  of  her 
flatements,  even  where  thefe  flate- 
ments  bore  in  themfelves  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  moft  revolting  impro¬ 
babilities.  We  fhall  venture  to 
give  an  extraCf  of  her  examination, 
as  a  fample  of  the  light  and  flip¬ 
pant  tone  in  which  fhe  commonly 
indulged  in  her  anfwers,  and  in 
which,  however  improperly  and 
indecoroufly,  fhe  was  in  great 
meafure  encouraged  by  the  amufe- 
ment  which  it  evidently  afforded 
to  the  houle.  The  attorney-ge- 
neral  afked  her,  whether  the  ac¬ 
count  fhe  had  given  of  Colonel 
Knight’s  affair  was  the  fame  with 
that  fhe  had  given  Colonel  War- 
dle?  Site  anfwered,  No,  it  was 
not.  Which  then,  it  was  afked, 
was  the  true  account  ?  She  faid 
both.  Being  afked  in  what  the 
two  accounts  differed,  fhe  re¬ 
plied,  that  fhe  did  not  fee  that 
they  differed  at  all  ;  fhe  had  not 
entered  fo  much  into  detail  be¬ 
fore.  Soon  after  fhe  was  afked, 
whether  fhe  had  not  any  end  to 
accomplifh  in  making  known  thefe 
circu-mftances  to  Colonel  Wardle  ? 
and  flie  denied  that  fne  had  any. 
Had  fhe  not  flated,  that  fhe  had 
ground  of  complaint  againft  his 


royal  highnefs,  and  that  if  he  did 
not  comply  with  her  demands,  fhe 
would  expofe  him  ?  Never,  fhe  re¬ 
plied  :  fhe  had  only  written  to 
Mr.  Adam,  intimating  that  unlefs 
her  annuity  was  paid,  fhe  fhould 
be  obliged  to  publifh  the  duke’s 
letters.  That  was  the  worfl  fhe 
had  faid ;  fhe  was  then  very 
angry,  and  it  was  only  with  great 
unwillingnefs  that  fhe  came  for¬ 
ward  now.  Had  fhe  not  faid  as 
much  to  Mr.  Knight  ?  No,  ne¬ 
ver  :  fhe  had  told  him  fhe  was  go¬ 
ing  to  publifh  the  duke’s  letters 
to  pay  the  creditors,  which  his 
royal  highnefs  had  refufed  to  do.  He 
had  infilled  that  fhe  fhould  plead 
her  marriage  to  avoid  the  debts, 
or  that  fhe  might  go  to  prifon. 
That  was  his  lafl  meflage  to  her. 
“  You  are  then  a  married  woman  ??> 
faid  the  attorney-general.  “  You 
have  no  reafon  to  doubt  it,”  fhe 
replied  •  but  thequeflion  being  re¬ 
peated,  flie  acknowledged  fhe  was 
married.  “  Have  you  not  fworn 
yourfelf  to  be  a  widow  ?”  “  The 

duke  a  fhort  time  fmce,  when  I 
fent  to  afk  him  for  a  few  hundred 
pounds,  fent  me  word,  that  if  I 
dared  fpeak  or  write  againft  him, 
he  would  put  me  in  the  pillory  : 
lie  fancies  I  fwore  myfelf  to  be  a 
widow  woman  at  a  court-martial  5 
but  I  only  faid  it  out  of  court  by 
the  permiflion  of  the  judge-advo¬ 
cate,  thinking  that  it  wmuld  be 
improper  to  fay  ]  was  a  married 
woman,  when  I  was  known  to 
have  been  living  with  the  Duke  of 
York.”  “  Who  brought  thatmef- 
fage  from  the  duke  to  you  ?”  “  A 
very  particular  friend  of  the  Duke 
ofYork’s.”  “Who  ?”  “  One  Taylor, 
a  ihoemaker,  in  Bond  Street,  very 
well  known  to  Mr.  Adam.”  “  By 
whom  did  you  fend  this  requeft 
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to  the  duke  ?”  “  By  this  ambaflador 
of  Morocco."  {( Whom  do  you 
mean  ?"  “  The  ladies*  fhoemaker.” 

vShe  was  afked  by  Mr.  Croker, 
when  it  was  fhe  knew  of  Colonel 
Wardle’s  having  mentioned  this 
affair  in  the  houfe,  and  of  his  in¬ 
tention  of  callingher  as  a  witnefs  ? 
She  replied,  that  fhe  knew  it  only 
by  the  newfpaper,  that  Colonel 
Wardle  had  called  upon  her  foon 
afterwards,  and  that  fhe  was  very 
angry  with  him,  particularly  for 
having  made  free  with  the  name 
of  Mr*  Donovan,  a  friend  of  hers. 
She  added,  that  one  morning  Co¬ 
lonel  Wardle  had  taken  from  her 
table,  without  her  leave,  a  parcel  of 
her  letters,  which  fhe  believed  had 
led  more  to  this  bufinefs  than  any 
thing  elfe  ;  and  that  fhe  had  never 
been  able  to  get  them  back.  When 
afked  whether  the  letters  were 
taken  ferioufly  againft  her  will, 
fhe  affirmed  that  they  were. 

Colonel  French’s  levy  next  came 
before  the  houfe.  The  principal 
witnefs  in  this  cafe  was  Captain 
Huxley  Sandon,  to  whom,  together 
with  Colonel  French,  the  letter  of 
the  fervice  had  been  iffued.  The 
circumftances  of  the  application  to 
Mrs.  Clarke,  of  the  bargain  agreed 
upon,  and  of  the  fubfequent  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  money,  was  equally 
proved  in  this  as  in  the  former 
cafes;  but  the  fa  ft  of  her  intercef- 
fion  with  the  Duke  of  York  refted 
as  before,  upon  her  own  affertion  ; 
and  Sandon  affirmed,  that  he  had  al¬ 
ways  doubted  whether,  in  reality, 
fhe  poffefled  the  influence  fhe  a f- 
cribed  to  herfelf.  In  fupport  of 
ber  teflimony,  however,  a  Mr. 
Dowler  was  called  in.  This  perfon, 
it  appears,  had  been  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Clarke’s,  and 
much  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
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her  houfe,  where  he  often  faw  Co¬ 
lonel  French,  and  he  Bated,  that 
one  day,  in  anfwer  to  his  inquiries 
about  that  officer,  fhe  had  explain¬ 
ed  to  him  the  nature  of  his  bufinefs 
with  her,  and  the  terms  upon  which 
fhe  had  agreed  to  further  it.  Mr. 
Dowler  further  affirmed,  that  the 
place  which  he  himfelf  then  held 
in  the  commiffariat  had  been  pur- 
chafed  of  Mrs.  Clarke  for  j,ooo/. 
who  had  engaged  for  that  fum  to 
procure  it  of  the  duke.  There  was 
a  circumftance  connefted  with  this 
gentleman’s  evidence,  by  which  it 
was  attempted  to  difcredit  it.  Both 
Dowler  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  when 
afked  how  often  they  had  feen  each 
other  fince  his  (Dowler’s)  arrival 
laft  week  from  Portugal,  anfwered, 
c<  once  only,  for  a  fhort  time,  a 
few  mornings  before.”  It  was 
proved,  however,  that  they  had 
met  on  the  firft  evening  of  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  town,  and  had  palled  the 
night  together  at  Reid’s  hotel,  in 
St.  Martin’s-lane.  Another  wit¬ 
nefs  in  this  cafe  was  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Taylor,  who  had  alfo  been 
long  upon  terms  of  the  greateft  in¬ 
timacy  with  Mrs.  Clarke,  her 
brother  having  married  Mrs. 
Clarke’s  filter.  This  perfon  Bated, 
that  ftie  had  been  frequently  in  the 
habit  of  vifiting  Mrs.  Clarke  at 
GlouceBer-place,  where  upon  one 
occafion  die  heard  the  Duke  of 
York  exprefs  himfelf  in  words  to 
this  effeft:  <(  I  am  continually 
worried  by  Colonel  French:  he 
worries  me  continually  about  the 
levy  bufinefs,  and  is  always  want¬ 
ing  fomething  more  in  his  own  fa¬ 
vour.”  Then  turning  to  Mrs- 
Clarke,  he  faid,  “  How  does  he 
behave  to  you,  darling?”  She 
replied,  (f  Middling;  not  very 
well and  the  duke  faid,  i(  Maf- 
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ter  French  mull;  mind  what  he  is 
about,  or  I  fhall  cut  up  him  and 
his  levy  too.”  Mils  Taylor  un¬ 
derwent  a  long  and  painful  exami¬ 
nation,  in  the  courfe  of  which  it 
was  endeavoured  to  elicit  fome- 
thing  which  might  tend  to  difqua- 
lify  her  as  a  credible  witnefs ;  but 
nothing  elfe  was  difeovered  than 
that  fhe  was  poor,  and  that  her 
parents  were  not  married*, 

Mrs.  Clarke  confirmed  all  thefe 
ffatements,  both  with  refpeCt  to 
Dowler  and  French,  and  affirmed 
that  {he  was  fo  teafed  by  continual 
notes  about  the  levy,  that  fhe 
commonly  gave  them  to  the  duke 
unopened.  She  was  then  queftion- 
ed  about  the  nature  and  extent  of 
her  eflablifhment  in  Gloucefter- 
place,  which  it  appeared  had  com¬ 
menced  only  in  1804.  There,  fhe 
laid,  fhe  always  kept  twocarriages, 
from  fix  to  eight  horfes,  and  from 
feven  to  nine  men  fervants.  The 
duke’s  allowance  to  her  for  all  ex- 
pences,  was  1,000/.  a  year,  paid 
monthly,  befides  feme  further  oe- 
cafional  affiffance,  when  particu¬ 
larly  preffed ;  and  fhe  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  fums  fhe  received 
from  him  were  not  more  than 


enough  to  cover  the  expences  of 
the  fervants  wageg  and  liveries. 
She  had  frequently  hated  as  much 
to  the  duke,  who,  after  they 
had  been  intimate  fome  time,  had 
told  her  that  f(  if  fhe  was  clever, 
fhe  would  never  afk  him  for  mo¬ 
ney  and  “  that  fhe  had  more 
influence  than  the  queen.”  The 
applications  to  her  for  promotion, 
fhe  faid,  were  extremely  numerous. 
She  always  laid  them  before  the 
duke,  who  told  her  which  were 
proper  and  which  were  not ;  and 
in  this  laft  cafe  fhe  was  intruded 
to  fay,  that  (he  could  not  interfere, 
without  intimating  that  fhe  had 
mentioned  the  matter  to  him.  When 
afked  whether  fne  had  ever  nego- 
tiated  any  other  promotions  un¬ 
connected  with  the  military  de¬ 
partment,  fhe  replied  that  fhe  had 
not,  but  that  a  Dr.  O'Meara  had 
applied  to  her  to  get  made  a  bi- 
fhop ;  fhe  had  communicated  his 
offers  and  documents  to  the  duke, 
who  procured  him  an  opportunity 
of  preaching  before  the  king,  but 
his  Majefty  had  faid,  that  he  did  not 
like  the  great  “  O”  in  the  doctor’s 
name  +.  She  further  allowed,  that 
very  lately,  and  long  after  fhe  had 

ceafed 


*  It  appears  that  Mils  Taylor,  vrith  the  atfiftnnce  of  her  filler,  kept  a  fchaol  for 
girls j  and  as  foon  as  her  connection  and  intimacy  vrith  Mrs.  Clarke  was  known  bv 
the  publication  of  her  examination,  Ihe  naturally  loft  all  her  fcholars.  This  fchool 
■was  the  foie  fupport  of  herfelf  and  her  parents,  and  the  lofs  of  it  brought  about  their 
min.  Their  creditors  became  clamorous,  and  they  were  threatened  with  a  gaol  for 
debts  amounting  to  1501.  beyond  their  means  of  payment.  A  l’abfcription  was  pro- 
pofed  by  Cobbett,  and  fuff  dent  was  quickly  railed  to  pay  off  their  debts,  and  to 
lecure  to  them  an  annuity  for  their  joint  lives.  This  fubfeription  itfelf  became  a 
vehicle  of  infult  to  the  Duke  of  York,  in  the  names  and  devices  affixed  to  the  dona¬ 
tions,  and  which  were  for  fome  time  regularly  publiffied  in  the  newfpapers. 

i  This  llory,  although  at  firft  ridiculed  for  its  abfurd  improbability,  ffie  afterwards 
made  good,  by  producing  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  York,  dated  Weymouth,  in 
which  occurs  the  following  paffage;  “  Dr.  O'Meara  called  upon  me  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing  and  delivered  your  letter j  he  willies  much  to  preach  before  royalty,  and  if  I 
can  put  him  in  the  way  of  it  I  will.’1  The  doCtor  was  afterwards  gratified  in  this 
defire,  as  appears  from  the  following  paffage  in  the  Morning  Poff,  under  the  date 
■Weymouth,  Oct.  3.  “  The  Rev.  Dr,  Q;Meara  preached  on  Sunday  an  excellent  fer' 
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ceafed  to  have  any  connection  with 
the  Duke  of  York,  applications 
for  the  exertion  of  her  fuppofed 
influence,  both  with  his  royal 
highnefs  and  other  diftinguifhed 
perfons,  had  been  made  to  her ; 
and  it  appears  that  fhe  had  encou¬ 
raged  them,  though  with  what  mo¬ 
tive  it  was  not  eafy  to  underdand. 
The  parties  chiefly  concerned  in 
this  affair  were  the  Mr.  Donovan, 
before  mentioned,  and  Mr.  R.Malt- 
by,  folicitor,  who  feem  to  have 
been  perfectly  perfuaded  by  her 
affertions,  of  the  reality  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  fhe  afcribed  to  herfelf. 
From  what  came  out  in  the  courfe 
of  their  examinations  refpe&ing 
the  brokerage  of  offices,  Sec.  Mr. 
Perceval  intimated  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  prevent  fuen 
abufes,  and  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  particularly  into 
thofe  connected  with  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  Ead  India  patronage. 

By  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Lo- 
raine,  affiftant  military  fecretary  to 
the  duke  at  the  time,  it  was  (hewn 
that  the  propofals  for  the  levy  had 
gone  regularly  through  the  offices, 
and  received  the  commander-in¬ 


chief  s  approbation  in  the  accuftom- 
ed  manner.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
mod  fcandalous  fyftem  of  abufe  was 
proved  to  have  exided  on  the  part 
of  Colonel  French,  in  the  whole 
management  of  the  levy  ;  com¬ 
plaints  had  repeatedly  been  made 
to  the  Horfe  Guards,  by  the  infped- 
ing  general,  Taylor,  on  the  fub- 
jed,  but  for  a  long  while  without 
the  expeCled  effeCt ;  and  it  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  inferred  that  this 
indulgence  on  the  part  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  could  only  be  accounted 
for,  by  fuppofing  his  royal  highnefg 
to  feel  fome  intered  in  the  cafe, 
other  than  that  legitimately  arifing 
from  his  connection  with  it  in  a 
public  or  military  capacity. 

On  the  cafe  of  Captain  Tonyn, 
the  principal  witnefs  was  the  fame 
Captain  Huxley  Sandon,  who  dated 
that  he  had  introduced  that  officer 
to  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  that  a  memo¬ 
randum  had  been  depofited  with  a 
third  perfon,  promifmg  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  500  guineas  whenever 
Captain  Tonyn  fhould  appear  ga¬ 
zetted  as  major.  Thebufinefs  went 
on  for  eight  or  ten  weeks,  when 
Captain  Tonyn  became  impatient, 


snon,  from  Rom.  chap  xii.  ver.  5.  on  univerfal  benevolence.  He  expatiated  with 
great  eloquence  on  the  relation  which  the  public  and  private  affections  bear  to  each 
other,  and  their  ufe  in  the  moral  fyftem.  He  inveighed  with  peculiar  energy  egainft 
the  favage  philofophy  of  the  French  Deifts.  We  with  our  young  ecclefiaftics  would 
"aroufe  themfelves,  and  fhake  off  that  mental  languor  which  oppreflfes  them  in  the 
pulpit,  and  fhew  themfelves  in  earneft.  Sacred  eloquence  in  this  country  is  certainly 
feeble  and  unirnprelfive.  No  other  excellence  can  fuppiy  the  want  of  animation. 
That  fweet  charm,  that  celeftial  million,  which  Chriftian  oratory  demands,  this  gentle¬ 
man  certainly  poffeifes  in  an  eminent  degree.  Ilis  lips  are  touched  with  the  live  coal 
from  the  altar.  The  king  was  very  attentive,  and  ftood  for  the  mod  part  for  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  l'erraon,  which  we  never  before  obferved,  and  exprefifed  his  high  ap¬ 
probation  to  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge  and  others,  while  the  queen  and  princefles,  and 
the  whole  audience,  were  melted  into  tears.”  From  the  examination  of  Mr.  Dono¬ 
van,  it  appears  that  that  gentleman  had  been  very  lately  endeavouring  to  intereli  the 
exertions  of  Mrs.  Clarke  in  favour  of  Mr.  Glafle,  redlor  of  Hunwell,  but  altogether, 
as  he  aiferted,  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  G.  himfelf;  and,  at  the  very  tune  of 
the  inquiry,  a  certain  Mr.  Beazley  thought  proper  to  write  direct  to  the  Duke  o t 
Portland*  offering  him  3,0001,  for  the  deanery  of  S.dilburv. 

U,;  '  '  "  '  .  expreffed 
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expreffed  his  doubt  of  Mrs.  Clarke’s 
ability  to  ferve  him,  and  flated, 
that  as  his  father,  General  Tonyn, 
had  fpoken  to  his  royal  highnefs, 
who  had  promifed  for  him  the  firft 
majority  which  fhould  become  va¬ 
cant,  he  had  every  profpedt  of  pro¬ 
motion,  independent  of  Mrs. 
Clarke’s  influence  ;  and  under  thefe 
circumftances  he  was  defirous  of 
withdrawing  his  memorandum. 
Mrs.  Clarke,  however,  fent  San- 
don  to  pacify  him,  and  he  was  per- 
fuaded  to  let  the  matter  ftand  over 
for  two  or  three  gazettes  more. 
This  was  on  Wednefday,  and  on 
the  Saturday  or  Tuefday  following 
he  was  in  the  gazette  as  major. 
Mrs.  Clarke,  as  ufual,  affirmed  that 
that  the  promotion  was  the  refult 
of  a  direft  application  on  her  part 
to  the  Duke  of  York.  By  Colonel 
Gordon’s  account,  it  appeared  that 
the  cafe  had  gone  regularly  through 
the  office,  upon  the  eameft  recom¬ 
mendation  o*  General  Tonyn,  and 
the  confideration  of  twenty-four 
years  meritorious  fervice  on  the 
part  of  Captain  Tonyn  himfelf. 
It  was  further  fhewn,  that  in  the 
fame  gazette  with  that  officer  there 
were  fifty-three  others  appointed 
to  majorities. 

A  fingular  circumfiance,  con¬ 
nected  with  this  cafe,  came  out 
fubfequently.  Captain  Sandon  had 
arrived  from  Portugal  only  a  few 
days  before  he  was  examined.  On 
his  arrival  he  had  fpoken  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Digby  Hamilton  of  his  own 
corps,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  in¬ 
quiry  before  the  houfe,  and  dated, 
among  other  things,  with  reference 
to  Captain  Tonyn’s  affair,  that 
when  that  officer  became  impatient 
of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place, 
Mrs.  Clarke,  as  has  been  already 


defcribed,  fent  Sandon  to  quiet 
him  ;  and  that  at  the  fame  time, 
to  give  affurance  as  to  the  reality 
of  her  power,  {he  gave  Sandon  a 
note  to  be  fhewn  to  Tonyn,  pur¬ 
porting  to  come  from  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  containing  thefe  words, 
((  I  have  juft  received  your  note, 
and  Tonyn’s  bufinefs  fhall  remain  as 
it  is.  God  blefs  you.”  The  ad- 
drefs  was  to  G.  Farquhar,  Efq., 
the  duke’s  ufual  direction  to  Mrs. 
Clarke.  Upon  feeing  this  Captain 
Tonyn  confented  to  let  his  fecurity 
remain.  After  he  was  gazetted 
another  note  was  fhewn  to  him, 
purporting  alfo  to  be  written  by 
the  duke,  and  ftating  that  he  would 
be  gazetted  that  night.  This  note 
was  given  to  the  major,  who  did 
not  return  it ;  the  other  Captain 
Sandon  had  kept,  and  he  {hewed  it 
to  Colonel  Hamilton,  who  imme¬ 
diately  communicated  the  circum- 
ftance  to  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Adam, 
and  others  of  the  duke’s  friends. 
When  the  duke  heard  of  it,  he  de¬ 
clared  his  pofitive  conviction  that 
it  was  a  forgery.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  latter  note,  he  could  not  fpeak 
fo  peremptorily,  a3  he  thought  it 
poflible  that,  in  reply  to  fome  in¬ 
quiry,  he  might  have  fent  fuch  a 
paper  to  Mrs.  Clarke.  Colonel 
Hamilton  was  fent  back  to  take  a 
copy  of  the  note,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  injoin  Sandon  to  preferve 
it  carefully.  The  next  time  they 
met,  however,  Sandon  told  him 
that  he  had  deftroyed  it ;  upon  this 
all  further  communication  was 
broken  off  with  him,  and  he  was 
left  to  come  to  the  bar,  to  tell  his 
ftory  as  he  pleafed.  In  his  evi¬ 
dence  he  fupprefted  all  allufion  to 
the  note,  and  it  was  not  till  fome 
days  after  that  Mr*  Perceval  ftated 

the 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [77 


the  circumftance  to  the  houfe,  and 
Sandon  was  immediately  called  to 
the  bar,  and  queftioned  on  the 
fubjeft.  After  a  feries  of  fhifts  and 
evafions  he  was  brought  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  both  that  there  had 
been  fuch  a  note,  and  that  it  was 
{till  in  exigence ;  and  he  was  de- 
fpatched  dire&ly,  under  the  care 
of  a  meffenger,  to  his  lodgings,  to 
procure  that  as  well  as  every  other 
paper  which  might  be  coeneded 
with  the  affair.  In  the  meanwhile 
Mrs.  Clarke  was  called  in,  and 
interrogated  on  the  fubjed :  ffie 
had  evidently  no  recollection  of  it 
whatever, and  (he  utterly  denied  that 
{he  had  ever  given  any  part  of  the 
duke’s  writing  either  to  Sandon, 
or  to  any  one  elfe.  The  note, 
however,  was  procured  and  (hewn 
to  her,  when  {he  allowed  that  it 
was  the  duke’s  writing,  and  that 
of  courfe  it  mull  have  gone  through 
her  hands  to  thofe  of  Captain  San¬ 
don.  Several  perfons  were  called 
to  fpeak  to  the  hand,  and  the 
greater  part  allowed  that  it  bore 
the  ftrongeft  fimiliarity  to  that  of 
the  Duke  of  York  :  two  or  three 
feemed  to  trace  in  it  the  appearance 
of  a  copy,  but  the  general  opinion 
was  in  favour  of  its  authenticity  ; 
and  was  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the 
obfervation  of  Mr*  Bathurft,  that 
the  name  of  Tonyn  in  it  was 
rightly  written,  whereas  in  all  Mrs. 
Clarke’s  letters,  which  were  found 
among  Sandon’s  papers,  both  be¬ 
fore  and  after  the  date  of  Tonyn’s 
promotion,  it  was  invariably  mis¬ 
spelt.  Captain  Sandon  himfelf  was, 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  houfe, 
committed  to  Newgate  for  preva¬ 
rication. 

Colonel  Shaw’s  cafe  wa3  the  laft. 
Mrs,  Clarke  affirmed  that  Ihe  had 


bargained  with  that  officer  to  pro¬ 
cure  him,  for  a  certain  pecuniary 
confideration,  fome  fituation  on  the 
ftaff;  that  accordingly,  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  folicitation,  the 
commander-in-chief  had  appointed 
him  deputy  barrack-mafter  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel ;  the  fum  which 
had  been  agreed  upon,  file  believed, 
to  have  been  1,000/.  of  this,  how¬ 
ever,  only  500/.  was  paid ;  and  find¬ 
ing  that  the  remainder  was  with¬ 
held,  fhe  complained  to  the  Duke  of 
York  of  Shaw’s  breach  of  agree¬ 
ment,  and  he  was  in  consequence 
immediately  put  upon  haif.pay.  In 
corroboration  of  this  account,  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Shaw  to  Mrs. 
Clarke  was  produced  and  read.  In 
this  he  complained  bitterly  of  the 
injuilice  and  cruelty  of  his  reduc¬ 
tion,  and  earrteftly  intreated  her 
good  offices  to  get  it  refeinded  ; 
in  cafe  fhe  fhould  fucceed  in  which, 
he  engaged  annually  to  remit  to 
her  three  hundred  pounds ;  but  he 
made  no  allufion  whatever  to  the 
original  flipulation,  for  the  non¬ 
performance  of  which  Mrs.  Clarke 
had  afferted  that  his  reduftion  had 
originally  taken  place.  From  the 
documents  relating  to  this  matter, 
which  Colonel  Gordon  produced, 
it  appeared  that  Sir  II.  Burrard 
had  for  a  long  time  been  moft 
warmly  interefting  himfelf  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Colonel  Shaw,  and  that  in 
fafl  the  appointment  of  barrack- 
mafter  had  been  negotiated  through 
his  interceceftion,  upon  the  exprefs 
condition  of  Shaw’s  being  put  upon 
half-pay.  With  refpetft  to  this  laft 
mentioned  condition,  Colonel  Gor¬ 
don  {hewed  that,  although  there 
were  exceptions,  it  was  the  general 
rule  of  the  army,  that  a  field-officer 

upon 
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upon  accepting  a  permanent  flaff 
appointment  abroad,  fiiould  be 
placed  on  the  half  pay. 

Here  the  examinations  of  the 
original  charges  concluded,  and 
had  the  attention  of  the  committee 
been  confined  to  thefe  alone,  and 
to  the  evidence  bearing  diredUy 
upon  them,  the  fubjedt  would 
fcarcely  have  required  any  great 
length  of  inveftigation.  In  the 
eourfe  of  the  inquiry,  however, 
much  matter  was  incidentally  in¬ 
troduced,  relating,  more  or  lefs  — 
immediately  to  the  great  bufinefs 
before  the  houfe,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  22nd'  of  February  that 
the  committee  concluded  their  fit¬ 
tings. 

Among  the  cafes  of  this  kind, 
was  that  of  a  Captain  Turner, 
who  had  applied  for  leave  to  fell 
out,  but  the  acceptance  of  whofe 
refignation  was  for  a  Ihort  time 
fufpended,  upon  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  Mrs.  Sinclair  Suther¬ 
land,  flaring,  that  the  officer  in 
queflion  had  behaved  in  a  manner 
fuch  as  to  render  him  unworthy 
of  any  favour.  The  lady,  it 
feems,  had  formerly  been  a  mif- 
trefs  of  the  Duke  of  York’s  ;  and 
it  was  infilled,  that  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  gallant  officer  ought  not 
to  have  been  affedted  by  the  ftate- 
ment  of  a  perfon,  refpedling  the 
nature  of  whofe  refpeftability  the 
duke  could  have  w  an  ted  no  in¬ 
formation. 

The  affair  of  General  Claver¬ 
ing  was  more  important.  This 
officer,  who  it  feems,  had  been 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Clarke, 
had,  early  in  the  eourfe  of 
the  inquiry,  thought  proper  to 
intrude  himfelf  on  the  commit¬ 
tee,  as  qualified  to  diferedit  her 


teftimony ;  which  he  attempted 
to  do  in  a  manner  that,  in 
fa 61,  diferedited  only  the  found- 
nefs  of  his  own  underftanding. 
It  would  have  been  well  had  his 
officiousnefs  done  him  no  farther 
harm  ;  but  in  the  eourfe  of  his 
examination  he  was  alked,  whe¬ 
ther  he  himfelf  had  ever  had  any 
communication  on  the  fubjedl  of 
army  promotions  with  Mrs. 
Clarke  ?  to  which  he  replied, 
((  Certainly  not,  as  being  the 
fubjefl  of  converfation.”  He  was 
then  alked,  whether  he  knew,  of 
his  own  knowledge,  of  any  per¬ 
fon  that  had  alked  Mrs.  Clarke 
to  ufe  her  influence  with  the  Duke 
of  York  upon  that  fubjedfc  ?  and 
he  pofitively  affirmed,  that  he 
knew  of  no  tranfaftion  of  that 
nature.  On  the  next  day,  how¬ 
ever,  Mrs.  Clarke  produced  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  duke,  dated  Auguff, 
1804,  in  which  was  the  following 
paffage  :  ft  Clavering  is  miftaken 
in  thinking  that  any  new  regi¬ 
ments  are  to  be  raifed,  it  is  not 
intended,  only  fecond  battalions  | 
you  had  better,  therefore,  tell 
him  fo,  and  that  you  were  fure 
that  there  would  be  no  ufe  in 
applying  for  him.’*  Whatever 
conftrudtion  thefe  words  might  be 
fuppofed  to  bear,  with  refpedt  to 
the  meaning  of  the  writer,  they 
were  decifive  as  far  as  concerned 
the  applications  of  General  Cla¬ 
vering,  the  inaccuracy  of  whofe 
recolledlion  was  placed  beyond 
doubt  by  fome  letters  of  his  own 
to  Mrs.  Clarke,  which  were 
almoft  accidentally  difeovered, 
among  fome  papers  left  behind 
in  a  lodging  lhe  had  occupied  at 
Hampftead,  All  this,  however, 
did  not  content  the  gallant  gene¬ 
ral  e 
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rid.  He  was  iil-advifed  enough 
to  come  forward  again  for  the 
purpofe  of  explaining  the  evidence 
lie  had  given,  and  the  refill t  of 
this  fecond  examination  was  his 
committal,  by  the  fide  of  Captain 
Sandon,  to  Newgate  for  prevarica¬ 
tion  . 

A  cafe  of  lefs  importance,  as 
involving  no  imputation  of  any 
corrupt  motive  on  the  part  of  the 
duke,  was  that  of  Samuel  Carter, 
a  young  man,  the  reputed  natural 
fon  of  a  Captain  Sutton,  who,  on 
his  father’s  deceafe,  was  taken  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  Mrs,  Clarke, 
and  for  fome  fhort  time  paft  aCied 
as  a  domeftic  in  her  houfe.  Mrs. 
Clarke,  however,  who  felt  in- 
terefted  in  the  lad,  both  from  his 
own  merits,  and  her  acquaintance 
with  his  father,  procured  for  him 
a  commiilion  from  the  comman¬ 
der-in-chief,  and  he  had  fince  con¬ 
ducted  himfelf  in  every  refpeft  as 
a  man  of  honour  and  a  good  of¬ 
ficer.  The  cireuinftances  of  this 
cafe  were  drawn  out  by  Colonel 
Wardle,  much  againft  the  incli¬ 
nation  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  in 
violation  of  the  ftipulation,  by 
which,  as  fhe  faid,  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  agreed  to  make  no  men¬ 
tion  of  it  ;  and  the  cruelty  of 
the  proceeding,  as  far  as  refpefted 
Captain  Carter,  was  equalled  by 
its  wantonnefs  ;  for  it  was  juitly 
obferved,  that  this  was  one  of  the 
few  cafes  which  came  out  in  the 
evidence,  the  circumftances  of 
which  were  equally  honourable  to 
all  parties. 

There  were  one  or  two  more 
cafes,  which  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee,  and  about 
which  was  employed  a  length  and 
rninutenefs  of  inveftigation  utterly 
^{proportionate  to  the  importance 
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of  the  fids  themfelves.  One  Ken- 
net/t,  a  man  of  notorioufly  bad  cha- 
rader,  and  who,  in  fid,  had  fince 
flood  in  the  pillory  for  an  attempt 
to  cheat  his  creditors,  had  it  feems 
written  to  Colonel  Taylor,  then 
private  fecretary  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  offering  to  procure  for  his 
royal  highnefs  a  loan  of  30  or 
4©,ood/.  The  duke  referred  the 
hufinefs  to  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr. 
Grenwood;  fome  conferences  were 
held,  and  in  this  ftage  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter  Kennett  toldColonelTaylor  that 
Sir  Horace  Mann  was  his  friend, 
and  would  feel  obliged  if  the 
colonel  would  ufe  his  influence  with 
the  duke  in  procuring  for  him  a 
place.  The  duke,  who  does  not 
appear  to  have  known  any  thing 
of  the  profligacy  of  the  perfcns  ap¬ 
plying,  ordered  Colonel  Taylor  to 
inform  him  that  he  would  endea¬ 
vour  to  procure  for  him  the  fitua- 
tion  of  afiiflant  c o m m i ffa ry - ge a e r a  1 
for  prifoners  at  Surinam  ;  but  that 
his  application  would  be  more  effec¬ 
tual  if  Kennett  could  procure  a  letter 
of  recommendation  from  Sir  Horace 
Mann.  It  turned  out  that  there 
was  no  fuch  fituation  as  the  one  in 
queflion.  The  collesflorfhip  of  the 
cufloms  at  Surinam  was  then  aiked 
for,  but  was  found  to  be  engaged. 
Kennett  was  then  offered  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  army  agent  at  the 
fame  place,  but  this  was  rejected, 
as  not  of  adequate  emolument,  and 
at  length  it  was  agreed  that  the 
fituation  of  vendue-mafter,  at  a  per 
centage,  upon  the  fame  footing  as 
at  Dernerara,  fhould  be  applied 
for.  In  the  mean  while,  however, 
the  loan  was  not  forthcoming, 
and  Colonel  Taylor  happening  to 
hear  fomething  of  the  character  of 
Kennett,  he  was  ordered  by  the 
duke  to  drop  all  further  corn  muni-. 
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cation  with  him.  There  was  little 
or  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
duke's  friends  to  contradict  or  ex¬ 
plain  away  any  of  the  faCts  in  this 
cafe;  but,  in  reality,  nothing  but 
the  peculiar  irritability  of  the 
public  mind,  at  that  time,  on  the 
fubjeCl  of  official  abufes,  could 
have  given  it  a  character  of  any 
importance.  There  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  fome  irregularity  in  the  cafe, 
and  in  particular  there  feems  to 
have4  been  an  improper  remiffnefs 
in  inquiry  concerning  the  character 
of  the  perfon  applying  for  a  fitua- 
tion  of  fome  refponfibility  ;  but 
we  believe  there  are  very  few 
public  men  who  could  venture  to 
acquit  themfelves  to  their  confci- 
ence,  of  any  abufe — of  patronage,  of 
a  kind  and  degree  equally  unjufti- 
fiable  with  that,  the  imputation  of 
which  it  was  attempted,  in  this  in- 
llance,  to  fallen  upon  the  Duke  of 
York. 

On  the  clofe  of  the  examinations, 
the  feveral  general  officers,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  houfc,  were  quellioned 
refpeCting  the  prefent  Hate  of  the 
army,  as  compared  with  that  it 
was  in  when  the  Duke  of  York 
firft  took  the  command  of  it.  Ge¬ 
neral  Norton,  General  Fitzpa¬ 
trick,  Sir  J.  Pulteney,  Sir  Arthur 
Wellefley,  unanimoully  teftified  to 
the  very  great  and  fignal  improve¬ 
ment  which  the  army  had  derived 
in  every  refpeCt  from  his  royal 
highnefs's  management,  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpeCt  to  the  mode  in 
which  promotions  and  commiffions 
were  carried  on.  Formerly  in- 
ilances  were  common,  in  which  of¬ 
ficers  obtained  the  rank  of  major, 
or  lieutenant-colonel,  in  one  or  two 
years,  but  fhortly  alter  his  royal 
highnefs  had  alFumed  the  command, 
a  regulation  was  elfablilhed,  and 


had  fince  been  rigidly  adhered 
to,  by  which  no  officer  could  at¬ 
tain  the  rank  of  captain  before  he 
had  ferved  two  years,  nor  that  of 
field-officer  before  he  had  ferved 
fix.  The  tellimonv  of  Sir  Arthur 
Wellefley,  in  particular,  was  re¬ 
markably  firong  and  decifive,  and 
he  affirmed  that  he  could  Hate, 
from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
army  ever  fince  the  Duke  of  York 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
it,  that  fince  that  period  both  the 
difeipline  of  the  foldiers  and  the 
fcience  of  the  officers  was  materi¬ 
ally  improved ;  that  the  Halt  of 
the  army  was  much  better  and  more 
complete  than  before ;  that  the 
fyftem  of  fubordination  among  the 
officers  was  better,  as  well  as 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  cloathing. 
Moreover  the  interior  economy  of 
the  regiments,  and  every  thing 
that  related  to  the  military  effici¬ 
ency  of  the  army  had  been  greatly 
improved  ;  and  this  improvement 
he  attributed  immediately  to  the 
regulations  of  his  royal  highnefs, 
and  his  perfonal  fuperintendence 
over  thofe  who  were  to  fee  them 
carried  into  execution. 

The  whole  courfe  of  thefe  exa¬ 
minations  excited  in  the  public  a 
degree  of  intereft  and  curiofity  be¬ 
fore  unexampled.  The  avenues  to 
the  galleries  were  daily  thronged 
in  a  manner  beyond  all  former  in- 
ftances,  and  the  attendance  of 
members  throughout  was  inoft  un- 
ufually  numerous  and  affiduous. 
The'  fubje<ft  of  the  inquiry  itfelf 
was  of  a  nature  fufficiently  calcu¬ 
lated  to  awaken  this  feeling  ;  and 
the  almoft  dramatic  air  of  its  pro- 
grefs,  the  new  wit nefles  which  were 
bringing  forward,  and  the  new 
matter  which  was  continually  eli¬ 
cited,  by  which  the  inveftigation 

feemed 
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feemed  to  extend  its  ramifications 
into  every  department,  and,  in  fa&, 
became  nightly  of  increafed  and 
more  comprehenfive  importance  ; 
above  all,  the  attra&ions  of  the 
chief  adtrefs  in  the  fcene,  Mrs* 
Clarke  ;  her  quicknefs,  her  dexte¬ 
rity,  her  pleafantry,  even  the 
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eomelinefs  of  her  perfon,  and  the 
elegance  of  her  attire,  contributed 
to  give  an  intereft  to  the  affair, 
of  the  intenfity  of  which  it  will, 
perhaps,  be  difficult  for  others  buc 
contemporaries  to  form  an  ade¬ 
quate  idea; 


CHAR  Ve 

Letter  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  Speaker.  Speech  of  Colonel  War  die* 
Summing  up  the  Evidence  given  at  the  Bar.  He  moves  an  Addrefs , 
praying  the  King  to  deprive  the  Duke  of  York  of  the  Command  of  the 
Army »  Lord  Folkfone  feconds  the  Motion.  Speech  of  Mr.  Burton  in. 
favour  of  the  Duke .  Admirable  Speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  upon  the  fame  Side  of  the  Ouefion.  He  difapproves  frongly  of 
the  Wording  of  the  Addrefs  moved.  Fropofes  his  oven  Courfe  of  Pro¬ 
ceeding  by  which  the  Houfe  Jhould  firft  difpofe  of  the  Quefiim  of  the 
Duke's  Guilt  or  Innocence ,  by  a  Refolution.  He  then  enters  at  Length 
into  the  whole  Evidence.  Notices  the  many  Prefumptions  againfi  Mrs » 
Clarke's  Credibility ,  and  the  contradictory  Char  after  of  her  Evidence. 
Mentions  the  Amount  of  the  Duke’s  pecuniary  Advances  to  Mrs.  Clarke. 
Concludes  by  moving  a  Refolution ,  fating  that  there  appeared  no  Ground 
for  charging  His  Royal  Highnefs  with  the  Corruption  or  Connivance  al¬ 
leged  againf  Him.  Mr.  Bathurfl  propofes  an  Amendment .  Mr. 

Bankes  moves  another  Addrefs ,  acquitting  the  Duke  of  Perfonal  Corrupt 
tiony  but  intimating  the  Impropriety  of  any  longer  continuing  His  Royal 
Highnefs  in  the  Command  of  the  Army .  Debate  of  unexampled  Length 
ensues ,  and  continues  for  feveral  Days.  Speech  of  Mr.  Whitbread  in 
Favor  of  the  original  Addrefs.  Defends  the  Credibility  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  Mifs  Taylor.  Allufon  to  the  Duke  de  Bern’s  Plate. 
Mr.  Yorke  defends  the  Duke ;  and  Lord  Folkfone  declares  his  decided 
Conviftion  of  his  Guilt.  Sir  Francis  Burdetty  and  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  fpeak  on  the  fame  Side.  Admirable  Speech  of  Mr.  Wind- 
hamy  who  Votes  for  the  Amendment  propofed  by  Mr.  Bankes.  Mr.  Cro - 
kerf  Mr.  Rofe}  Mr.  Stewart  Wortleyy  and  Lord  Cafilereagh  oppofe  it. 
Lords  Miltony  Stanleyy  and  Temple ,  and  Mr.  Ponfonby  fupport  the 
Amendment  on  the  following  Dayy  and  are  replied  to  by  Mr.  Canning . 
On  a  Divifon  the  Amendment  is  rejefted ,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer' s  Motion  carried.  Next  Evening  Mr.  Perceval  moves  a 
Refolution  acquitting  the  Duke.  Sir  Thomas  Turton  moves  an  Amend¬ 
ment  y  which  is  rejeftedy  and  after  an  animated  Debate ,  the  original 
Refolution  is  carried.  The  Conf  deration  of  Mr.  Bathurf' s  Meafure  pof- 
poned.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informs  the  Houfe  that  the  Duke  of 
York  has  refgned  his  Office.  Lord  Althorpe  then  moves  that  it  is  no 
Vol,  LIf  or  Vol,  IX,  New  Series,  [F]  longer 
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longer  Necejfary  to  purfue  the  Charges ,  which,  after  an  Alteration  in  the 
wording ,  is  carried .  Mr.  Bathurf 's  Refolution  is  negatived  without  a 
Divijion ,  and  the  Proceedings  clofe.  Popularity  of  Colonel  War  die  and 
Mrs.  Clarke .  SuppreJJion  of  her  propofed  Publication . 


THE  committee  concluded  their 
fittings  on  the  22nd  Feb¬ 
ruary.  On  the  following  day  the 
fpeaker  announced  to  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  York,  which,  if  it 
was  their  pleafure,  he  would  read. 
The  contents  were  as  follows : 

Sir,  I  have  waited  with  the 
greateft  anxiety,  until  the  com- 
mittee,  appointed  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  inquire  into  my 
condud  as  commander-in-chief  of 
his  Majefty’s  army,  had  clofed  its 
examinations ;  and,  I  now  hope, 
that  it  will  not  be  deemed  im¬ 
proper  to  addrefs  this  letter  through 
you  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

6e  I  obferve,  with  the  deepefl 
concern,  that  in  the  cpurfe  of  this 
inquiry,  my  name  has  been 
coupled  with  tranfadlions  the  molt 
criminal  and  difgraceful  5  and  I 
muft  ever  regret  and  lament  that 
a  connection  fhould  have  exifted, 
which  has  thus  expofed  my  cha¬ 
racter  to  animadversion. 

<(  With  refpeCt  to  any  alleged 
offences  connected  with  the  dif- 
charge  of  my  official  duties,  I  do, 
in  the  molt  folemn  manner,  upon 
my  honour  as  a  prince,  diftinCtly 
aflert  my  innocence  ;  not  only  by 
denying  ail  corrupt  participation 
in  any  of  the  infamous  tranfac- 
tions  which  have  appeared  in 
evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  or  any  connivance 
at  their  exiftence,  but  alfo  the 
flighted:  knowledge  or  fufpicion 
that  they  exifted  at  all. 

(t  My  confcioufnefs  of  inno¬ 
cence  leads  me  confidently  to  hope, 


that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will 
not,  upon  fuch  evidence  as  they 
have  heard,  adopt  any  proceed¬ 
ings  prejudicial  to  my  honour  and 
character  ;  but  if  upon  fuch  tef- 
timony  as  has  been  adduced 
againft:  me,  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  can  think  my  innocence 
queftionable,  I  claim  of  their  juf~ 
tice,  that  I  fhall  not  be  con¬ 
demned  without  trial,  nor  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  benefit  and  protec¬ 
tion  which  is  afforded  to  every 
Britifh  fubjeCt,  by  thofe  fanCtions, 
under  which  alone  evidence  is  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  ordinary  adminif- 
tration  of  the  law. 

i(  I  am.  Sir,  youffs, 

“  Frederic.^ 

Upon  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
fpeaker,  the  letter  was  ordered  to 
be  immediately  copied  into  the 
votes  and  journals,  that  no  delay 
might  occur  in  placing  it  in  the 
pofleffion  of  every  member  of  the 
houfe. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  Colonel 
Wardle  arofe,  and  after  a  long 
and  elaborate  fpeech,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  went  through  the 
whole  of  the  evidence,  and  pointed 
out  its  bearing  upon  the  feveral 
cafes,  he  concluded  by  moving 
an  addrefs  to  his  majeftv,  in 
words  to  the  following  purport — - 
(C  That  information  has  been 
communicated  to  this  houfe,  and 
evidence  to  fupport  it,  of  various 
corrupt  practices  and  abufes  hav¬ 
ing  prevailed  for  fome  years  paft 
in  the  difpofal  of  commiffions  and 
promotions  in  the  army,  and  that 
it  is  with  the  ntmofi;  aftonifhment 

and 


8 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


and  concern  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
commons  find  themfelves  obliged 
to  inform  his  Majefty,  that  the 
r#fult  of  their  diligent  inquiries 
into  the  fads,  by  the  examination 
of  perfons  concerned,  has  been 
fuch  as  to  fatisfy  his  faithful 
commons,  that  the  exiftence  of 
fuch  corrupt  pradices  and  abufes 
is  fubftantially  true. — That  they 
are  reftrained  by  motives  of  per- 
fonal  refpedl  and  attachment  to 
his  Majefty,  from  entering  into 
a  detail  of  thefe  tranfadions ;  but 
their  proceedings  have  been  pub¬ 
lic,  and  the  evidence  brought  be¬ 
fore  them  is  recorded  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  parliament.- — That, 
without  entering  into  any  other 
of  the  many  obvious  confequences 
which  may  be  expeded  to  follow, 
from  the  belief  once  generally 
eftablifhed  of  the  prevalence  of 
fuch  abufes  in  the  military  depart¬ 
ment,  there  is  one  great  and  eifen- 
tial  confideration  infeparable  from 
the  prefent  fubjed,  which  they 
humbly  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to 
his  Majefty's  confideration  ;  that 
if  an  opinion  flrould  prevail  among 
his  Majefty's  land-forces  ;  that 
promotion  may  be  obtained  by 
other  means,  than  by  merit  and 
fervice,  by  means  at  once  unjuft 
to  the  army,  and  diigraceful  to 
the  authority  placed  over  it,  the 
effed  of  fuch  an  opinion  muft  ne- 
cefTarily  be  to  wound  the  feelings 
and  abate  the  zeal  of  all  ranks 
and  defcriptions  of  his  Majefty ’s 
army. — That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  that  thefe  abufes  could 
not  have  prevailed  to  the  extent 
in  which  they  had  been  proved 
to  exift,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  commander-in-chief ;  and 
that  even  if  upon  any  principle  of 
reafon  or  probability  it  could  be 
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prefumed,  that  abufes  fo  various 
and  fo  long  continued  could,  in 
fad,  have  prevailed  without  his 
knowledge,  fuch  a  prefumption  in 
his  favour  would  not  warrant  the 
conclufion,  that  the  command  of 
the  army  could  with  fafety,  or 
ought  in  prudence  to  be  continued 
in  his  hands. — That  on  thefe 
grounds  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
commons  moft  humbly  fubmit 
their  opinion  to  his  Majefty’s  con¬ 
fideration,  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York  ought  to 
be  deprived  of  the  command  of 
the  army.” 

Lord  Folkftone  feconded  the 
motion,  which  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Burton,  one  of  the  Welfh 
judges,  in  a  fpeech,  to  which  the 
blindnefs  and  very  advanced  age 
of  the  fpeaker,  atlraded  through¬ 
out  the  moft  refpedful  attention. 
It  was,  however,  the  fpeech  ra¬ 
ther  of  a  lawyer  than  a  ftatefman, 
and  indicated  more  particularly 
his  familiarity  with  the  routine 
of  legal  maxims  and  diftindlion, 
than  any  Ikill  in  comparing  the 
probabilities  of  the  cafe,  as 
founded  upon  a  general  calcula¬ 
tion  of  the  ordinary  motives  of 
human  adtion,  The  fpeech  of 
Mr.  Perceval,  on  the  fame  iide, 
was  of  a  much  higher  charadler ; 
it  combined,  with  all  the  acute- 
nefs  of  the  pleader  in  examining 
details,  an  enlarged  and  compre¬ 
hend  ve  view  of  the  general  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  inquiry,  and  was, 
moreover,  enlivened  throughout 
by  a  fpirit  of  animation  and  elo¬ 
quence,  which  the  houfe  was 
hardly  prepared  to  meet  with  in 
the  oratorical  efforts  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman.  He  began  by  condem¬ 
ning  in  ftrong  terms  the  addrefs 
propofed  by  Colonel  Wardle,  as 
[F  2]  utterly 
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utterly  inconclufive,  as  to  the  feat 
queftion  before  the  houfe.  The 
charges  brought  againft  the  Duke 
of  York  were  opened,  as  charges 
of  bqfe1  perfonal  corruption.  ,Not 
that  his  royal  highnefs  had  been 
guilty  of  any  negleft  of  his  offi¬ 
cial  duties,  or  of  any  moral  ir¬ 
regularities,  or  offences  of  a  more 
private  nature  ;  but  the  charge 
was  one  of  corruption—- corruption 
bafe  and  infamous  in  any  man, 
doubly  bafe  and  infamous  in  one 
of  fo  exalted  a  chara&er,  and  fo 
eminent  a  ftation.  Upon  fuch  a 
charge,  when  once  made  againfl 
fuch  a  chara&er,  it  could  not  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  houfe  would 
feel  it  their  duty  to  pronounce  a 
direft,  a  decided  opinion  ;  it  was 
due  to  the  Duke  of  York,  it  was 
efiential  to  the  chara&er  of  the 
houfe,  that  having  once  enter¬ 
tained  fuch  an  accufation,  they 
fhould  diflin&ly  and  unequivo¬ 
cally  difpofe  of  it.  But  what 
was  the  courfe  preferibed  by  the 
hon,  gentleman  ?  Could  it  be 
gravely  propofed,  that  the  houfe 
fhould  conclude  its  long  and  la¬ 
borious  inquiry,  with  an  opinion 
which  it  affirmed  with  hefi ration, 
and  almofl  retraded  as  foon  as  it 
affirmed  it  ?  Could  it  be  ferioufly 
intended,  that  they  fhould  flale, 
not  in  plain  language,  that  the 
accufation  of  corruption  was  fpe- 
cifically  eftabliihed  ;  not  that  it 
was  impoffible  theffi  corrupt  prac¬ 
tices  could  have  exifled  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Duke  of  York  ; 
but,  as  if  the  truth  or  falfehood  of 
the  allegation  was  a  matter  of  in¬ 
difference,  that  whether  they 
exifled  without  his  knowledge  or 
with  it,  it  amounted  pradlically  to 
the  fame  thing  ;  the  conclufon 
mu  ft  Hill  be  the  fame  ;  and  the 


houfe  mull,  equally,  in  either  cafe* 
addrefs  the  king  to  remove  him. 
He  was  fure  there  was  not  an 
honefl  or  juft  feeling  in  the  houfe* 
which  would  not  reprobate  fuch 
an  evafion  of  their  duty,  by  fo 
mean  an  endeavour  to  difpofe  of 
it  by  a  meafure  framed  with  com¬ 
plicated  ambiguity,  or  rather  with 
an  infidious  alternative,  as  if  for 
the  mere  purpefe  of  picking  up 
fome  of  the  ftraggling  votes  of 
thofe,  who  not  agreeing  with  the 
accufer  as  to  the  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  offence,  might  yet 
concur  from  any  other  motives, 
public  or  perfonal,  in  defiring  the 
removal  of  the  Duke  from  office. 
Had  the  hon.  gentlemen  continued 
to  be  actuated  by  that  feeling 
which  originally  impelled  him  to 
come  forward  in  this  buftnefs,  he 
would  never  have  propofed  fuch 
an  addrefs :  but  he  had  yielded 
to  other  counfels,  he  had  advifed 
with  cooler  beads  ;  heads  that 
meant  more  than  he  meant,  and 
more  than  they  would  let  him 
know. 

Mr.  Perceval  then  proceeded 
to  deferibe  the  courfe  which  he 
himfelf  intended  to  purfue.  He 
fhould  propofe  an  amendment,  con¬ 
verting  the  addrefs  of  Colonel 
Wardle  into  a  refolution,  deci¬ 
dedly  declaring  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  upon  the  queftion  of  guilt. 
The  fubfequent  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  would  be  guided  by  the 
fate  of  that  refolution.  Should 
they  think  the  Duke  of  York 
guilty  of  corruption,  he  conceived 
it  would  be  neceffary  to  impeach 
him.  But  though  they  fhould 
not  think  him  thus  far  guilty, 
there  might  fb ill  be  other  matter 
difeovered  in  the  evidence,  which 
would  call  for  notice  and  ani- 

madverfion. 
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snadverfion  ;  and,  perhaps,  in  the 
opinion  of  Tome,  for  punifhment. 

In  his  judgment,  however,  Mr. 
Perceval  continued,  the  Duke  of 
York  was  not  guilty  of  corrup¬ 
tion  or  connivance  :  but  before  he 
proceeded  to  explain  to  the  houfe 
the  grounds  upon  which  that 
opinion  was  founded,  he  would 
eonfefs  that  he  had  come  to  the 
inquiry  with  every  prejudice 
againfl  the  truth  of  the  accufa- 
tion.  He  had  long  cherifhed  the 
opinion,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  opinion  of  perfons  out  of 
doors,  whatever  might  be  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  libels  circulated  with 
fuch  malicious  induftry,  that  there 
never  was  a  period  in  which 
there  was  lefs  ground  for  the 
fufpicion  of  perfonal  corruption, 
in  perfons,  either  illuftrious  by 
birth,  or  exalted  by  rank,  office, 
or  flation,  than  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment.  Whatever  was  the  vice  of 
the  age,  that  of  pecuniary  corrup¬ 
tion  in  the  higher  ranks  of  fo- 
ciety,  was  not,  on  his  confcience 
he  ftated  it,  the  vice  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  day.  With  prejudices  thus 
flrong,  generally  in  favour  of  any 
public  men,  it  did  appear  more 
particularly  improbable  that  fuch 
charges  fhould  apply  to  one  in  fo 
peculiarly  elevated  a  fituation  as 
the  Duke  of  York.  li  I  never, ” 
faid  Mr.  Perceval,  ((  could  bring 
my  mind  to  believe,  that  for  fo 
mean  and  defpicable  a  confidera- 
tion,  (for  the  whole  amount  of 
Mrs.  Clarke’s  iniquitous  gains, 
does  not,  by  her  own  evidence, 
much  exceed  2  or  3,000/.)  his 
Royal  Highnefs  could  have  lent 
himfelf  to  this  bafe  confpiracy 
againft  the  intereft  of  the  army 
and  the  public ;  that  he  fhould 
have  become  a  partner  in  her  in* 
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famous  defigns ;  that  he  fhould 
have  fo  humbled  and  degraded 
himfelf  as  to  render  his  rank,  and 
influence,  and  authority,  fubfer- 
vient  to  her  defigns,  and  that  he 
fhould  fo  far  have  forgotten  what 
was  due  to  his  birth,  his  own 
chara&er,  and  the  public,  as  to 
have  told  this  abandoned  woman, 
pointing  out  to  her  thofe  practices 
as  the  fource  of  pecuniary  fupply, 
that  ‘  if  (he  was  clever  fhe  could 
never  want  money  }’  and  that  he 
fhould  have  done  this  for  the 
purpofe  of  feeding  and  fupporting 
the  expence  of  their  adulterous 
connexion.”  [Reiterated  accla¬ 
mations  of  Hear,  Hear.]  “  Sir,  I 
hardly  underftand  that  cry. — Is  it, 
that  any  one  imagines,  that  in 
ufing  an  epithet  to  charaderize  the 
connexion  of  his  royal  highnefs 
with  Mrs.  Clarke,  in  appropriate 
language,  I  have  inadvertently 
flipped  into  a  cenfure,  which  I 
fhould  wifh  to  retratt  ?  Or,  that 
becaufe  I  am  defending  his  royal 
highnefs  from  a  charge  which  I 
feel  to  be  falfe,  I  am,  therefore, 
here  to  defend  vice,  or  to  palliate 
it  with  epithets  which  may  dif- 
guife  its  chara&er  ?  Nothing  can 
be  farther  from  my  intention.  I 
lament,  I  deplore  as  deeply  as 
any  one,  the  moral  guilt  into 
which,  in  an  evil  hour,  his  royal 
highnefs  has  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  plunged  ;  but  furely  it  is  not 
inconfiftent  with  that  fentiment 
to  fuppofe,  that  he  cannot  fa  far 
have  forgotten  the  confideration 
of  every  thing  dear  and  valuable 
to  a  perfon  ot  his  exalted  birth, 
as  to  have  fo  degraded,  fo  de* 
bafed  himfelf,  as  to  have  become 
the  willing  inftrumcnt  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  her  aflbciates.,# 

Reverting  to  the  charges  them¬ 
es  3]  felves, 
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felves,’  Mr.  Perceval  obferved, 
that  the  faft  of  the  duke’s  connec¬ 
tion’s  with  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  of 
that  woman’s  concern  in  the  moll 
corrupt  tranfa&ions  was  indifpu- 
tably  proved  ;  the  queftion  was, 
whether  his  xoyal  highnefs  was 
privy  to  thefe  tranfaCtions  ?  Did 
he  authorize  them  ?  Did  he  coun- 
tenance  them  ?  Did  he  connive  at 
them?  Now,  if  Mrs.  Clarke’s 
evidence  was  to  be  believed,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt;  the  cafe  was  eftablifhed  in 
all  its  deepeft  aggravation,  and  it 
was  a  cafe  not  of  negleCt,  or  even 
connivance,  on  the  part  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  but  of  the  bafeft 
corruption  in  his  own  perfon ;  the 
point  therefore  with  which  the 
examination  mull  open  was  the  de¬ 
gree  of  credit  due  to  Mrs,  Clarke. 

With  refpeCl  to  this,  the  firft 
thing  to  be  obferved  was,  that  Ihe 
came  forward  in  the  character  of 
an  accomplice :  upon  this  point 
Mr.  Burton  had  juftly  obferved, 
that  a  perfon  appearing  in  that 
chara&er  was  entitled  to  credit 
only  in  fo  far  as  her  evidence  was 
confirmed  by  that  of  other  wit- 
neffes,  whofe  characters  were  not 
open  to  the  fufpicion  of  falfehood 
which  in uft  neceffarily  attach  upon 
her.  Now  with  regard  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  confirmation  which  on  cer¬ 
tain  points  Mrs.  Clarke’s  ftory 
would  feem  to  have  received,  it 
was  to  be  obferved  that,  as  far  as 
it  concerned  her  own  corrupt  prac¬ 
tices,  it  was  admitted  to  be  true, 
and  thofe  parts  might  be  confirmed 
without  difficulty,  but  fuch  con¬ 
firmation  could  not  advance  the 
cafe  one  ftep  againft  the  Duke  of 
York.  The  points  on  which  con¬ 
firmation  was  wanting,  and  on 
which  it  muft  be  had  before  they 


could  convift  the  duke,  were  thofe 
which  he  contended  remained  to 
that  moment  unconfirmed — that 
the  Duke  of  York  authorized,  or 
knew  of  her  practices. 

An  accomplice  fometimes  is  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  fenfe  of  remorfe,  by 
a  defire  to  atone  by  his  evidence 
for  the  crime  he  confeffes  and  de¬ 
tects;  but  Mrs.  Clarke  came  here 
as  no  penitent.  On  the  contrary, 
urged  by  fentiments  of  rancour 
and  refen tment,  with  no  other  ob- 
jeCt  than  to  difgrace  the  duke,  at  the 
expenfe  even  of  herfelf,  (he  difclofes 
a  fcene  of  corrupt  practices  which 
it  evidently  appears  fhe  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  carry  on  up  to  the  very 
time  of  this  inquiry.  There  was 
abundant  ground  of  caution  againft 
implicitly  relying  on  the  evidence 
of  a  witnefs  impelled  by  fuch  mo¬ 
tives,  and  to  fuch  an  object ;  but 
that  was  not  all — there  was  the 
ftrongeft  preemption  in  favour  of 
the  perfon  accufed,  arifing  out  of  con¬ 
duct  which  might  not  be  entirely  ap¬ 
proved,  but  which  was  unaccount¬ 
able  upon  any  other  fuppofition 
than  that  of  his  innocence  of  the 
charges  preferred  againft  him.  It 
was  to  be  lamented  that  his  royal 
highnefs  had  not  fettled,  and  that 
unconditionally,  a  larger  annuity 
upon  Mrs.  Clarke  ;  but  objection¬ 
able  as  his  conduCt  in  this  refpeCt 
might  appear,  it  afforded  a  great 
and  infurmountable  prefumption  in 
his  favour :  for  could  any  thing 
be  more  inconfiftent  with  common 
fenfe*  than  that  any  man  in  part¬ 
ing  with  a  woman  who  had  been  a 
participator  with  him  in  fuch  deep 
guilt,  (hould  difmifs  her  in  a  manner 
which  muff  have  fent  her  forth 
with  every  fentiment  of  refent- 
ment  and  indignation  againft  him  ? 
After  the  letter  addreffed  to  Mr. 

Adam 
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Adam  by  Mrs.  Clarke,  in  which 
ihe  threatens  to  expofe  the  duke 
unlefs  he  accedes  to  her  requifi. 
tions,  it  was  quite  impoffible  for 
his  royal  highnefs  to  yield  to  her 
demands,  if  he  felt  innocent,  and 
equally  fo  that  he  fhould  not  have 
yielded  to  them  if  guilty.  Had 
he  been  confcious  that  this  woman 
was  poffeffed  of  thefe  fecrets,  the 
expoiure  of  which  would  neceffa- 
rily  involve  his  ruin,  could  he 
poflibly  have  difcarded  her  without 
making  fome  attempt  to  fecure  her 
filence  ?  She  tells  him  plainly, 
that  unlefs  he  gives  her  the  an¬ 
nuity,  fhe  will  publifh.  every  cir- 
cumftance  that  was  ever  communi¬ 
cated  to  her  by  him,  and  every 
thing  that  has  come  under  her 
knowledge  during  their  intimacy. 
Could  the  Duke  of  York,  with  the 
fmalleft  particle  of  common  fenfe, 
have  refilled  her  demands,  unlefs 
he  had  felt  fecure  in  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  his  own  innocence  ?  He 
braves  the  charge,  he  defies  the 
utmoft  effeds  of  her  malice  and 
refentment,  rather  than  do  that, 
by  which,  if  he  had  done  it,  he 
would  indeed  have  put  himfelf 
completly  in  her  power. 

Mr.  Perceval  then  alluded  to 
the  arts  and  pleafantry,  the  cle- 
vernefs  and  verfatility,  which  Mrs. 
Clarke  had  difplayed  throughout 
her  whole  examination,  and  ground¬ 
ed  upon  thefe  another  prefumption 
in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
How  eafy  muft  it  have  been  for 
fuch  a  woman,  under  fuch  circu  al¬ 
liances,  to  impofe  upon  the  unfuf- 
peding  generolity  of  his  royal 
highnefs  ?  Could  any  one  fuppofe, 
that  if  at  any  time  it  was  her  ob- 
jed  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  any 
military  matter,  which  there  was 
no  public  reafon  to  conceal,  that 


Ihe  would  not,  by  exertion  of  a 
little  art  and  dexterity,  obtain  the 
information  fhe  wanted  ?  For  what 
were  the  fads,  the  difclofure  of 
which  was  to  convid  the  Duke  of 
York  with  connivance  at  her  prac¬ 
tices  ?  The  time  when  Major 
Tonyn  was  to  be  gazetted;  whe¬ 
ther  his  bufinefs  was  to  go  on ; 
whether  fecond  battalions  were  to 
be  raifed  inftead  of  new  regiments 
™-when  the  evidence  of  the  cafe 
was  well  underflood,  it  would  be 
feen  that  this  fort  of  communica¬ 
tion  was  the  whole  of  the  cafe 
againft  the  Duke  of  York,  and  if 
the  houfe  Ihould  feel  that  fuch 
communication  was  no  more  than 
the  necelfary  and  inevitable  confe- 
quence  from  the  exiftence  of  the 
unfortunate  connedion  with  Mrs. 
Clarke,  the  whole  offence  of  his 
royal  highnefs  would  refolve  itfelf 
into  that  connedion ;  in  faying 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  palliate  the 
moral  guilt  of  that  connedion. 

Mr.  Perceval  then  adverted  to 
the  falfehoods  and  contradidions 
with  which  the  evidence  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  abounded.  Among  thefe, 
he  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  fad 
of  her  having  conftantly  enjoined 
to  thofe  who  applied  for  promotion 
the  neceffity  of  keeping  the  tran- 
fadion  fecret  from  the  Duke  of 
York;  of  her  informing  Mr.Knight 
of  her  intention  to  expofe  the  duke ; 
of  her  denial  that  her  hulband  had 
been  in  trade ;  of  her  having 
gone  under  the  name  of  Mrs.  Dew¬ 
ier  ;  of  her  interview  with  Dow- 
ler  the  night  of  his  arrival  in 
London,  all  which  Ihe  had  feve- 
rally  denied  in  the  moft  pofitive 
manner,  but  which  had  been  in- 
conteftibly  {hewn  to  be  true.  Mr. 
Perceval  particularly  dwelt  on  the 
laft  mentioned  circumftance,  re- 

[  F  4]  fpefting 
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fpe&lng  her  meeting  with  Dewier, 
as  equally  affecting  the  credibility 
of  that  perfon’s  own  evidence,  and 
affording  every  prefumption  of  pre¬ 
vious  concert  and  confpiracy  be¬ 
tween  them. 

Mr.  Perceval,  at  great  length, 
then  went  through  the  whole  evi¬ 
dence  that  had  been  given  at  the 
bar,  analyfing  and  examining  it, 
to  the  minuteft  details,  with  all  his 
accuftomed  acutenefs  and  inge¬ 
nuity,  It  would  be  altogether  in¬ 
compatible  with  our  limits  to  fol¬ 
low  him  through  all  the  details  of 
this  portion  of  his  fpeech,  nor  is 
it,  after  the  abftraft  which  we 
have  endeavoured  to  give  of  the 
evidence,  quite  indifpenfable  for 
the  proper  underftanding  of  the 
cafe.  The  fault  of  Mr.  PercevaPs 
fpeech,  and  indeed  of  those  of  all 
who  fpoke  on  the  minifterial  fide 
on  this  queftion,  was  the  apparent 
prevalence  of  a  tone  of  decided 
prejudication  in  favour  of  the  in¬ 
nocence  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
fuch  as  to  give  to  their  fpeeches 
the  chara&er  rather  of  the  plead¬ 
ings  of  an  advocate,  than  of  that 
declaration  of  deliberate  and  im¬ 
partial  opinion  which  became  their 
funiftions  as  judges.  A  tone  of 
greater  candour  would  have  been 
not  merely  more  appropriate,  but 
more  politic  ;  efpecially  under  the 
exifting  circumftances  of  the  public 
feeling  on  the  fubjeft.  For  the 
people  in  general  were  as  violently 
prejudiced  againft  the  Duke  of 
York,  as  they  imagined  his  fup- 
porters  to  have  (hewn  themfelves 
in  his  favour  ;  and  indeed  the  more 
violent  oppugners  of  his  royal 
highnefs’s  innocence  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  betrayed  an  equally 
cnreafonable  and  unqualified  bias 
in  condemning  him  j  nd  it  is  per. 


haps  in  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
oppofition  that  we  find,  on  this 
occafion,  the  moil  candid  and  libe¬ 
ral  fpiritof  judgment  upon  the  fa<Ts 
and  circumftances  which  came  out 
in  the  evidence.  The  royal  family 
in  general  could  not  but  be  offend¬ 
ed  by  the  whole  inquiry,  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales  in  particular, 
though  at  variance  with  his  father, 
was  known  to  take  the  ftrongeft: 
intereft  in  favour  of  his  royal  bro¬ 
ther.  It  is  not,  we  truft,  uncha¬ 
ritable  to  furmife  that  this  cir- 
cumftance,  among  others,  would 
have  its  effeft  on  the  party,  both 
in  indifpofing  them  to  countenance 
the  inveftigation  when  firft  brought 
forward,  and  fubfequently  giving 
to  their  conduct  and  opinions  a 
tone  of  moderation  and  imparti¬ 
ality,  not  perhaps  quite  confiftent 
with  their  ordinary  habits  of  un- 
compromifing  oppofition.  There 
are  one  or  two  points  dwelt  upon 
by  Mr.  Perceval,  in  this  part  of 
his  fpeech,  as  particularly  militat¬ 
ing  againft  Mrs.  Clarke’s  credi¬ 
bility,  which  we  think  neceffary 
to  notice.  In  the  cafe  of  Colonel 
Shaw,  he  contended,  that  the  let-? 
ter  fhe  had  produced  from  that 
officer  was  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
the  ftory  fhe  had  told  of  the  man¬ 
ner  of  his  promotion.  Was  it 
poffible  that  this  letter,  if  written 
to  appeafe  her  refentment,  to  im¬ 
plore  her  forgivenefs,  and  a  re¬ 
newal  of  her  kindnefs,  would  take 
no  notice  of  his  offence ;  would 
make  no  allufion  to  the  obligation, 
for  the  non-performance  of  which 
he  had  forfeited  her  favour  ?  It 
cannot  be  faid  that  he  could  not 
afford  to  perform  his  engagement  ; 
inftead  of  a  payment  of  500/.  he 
here  offers  her  300 /.  per  annum, 
during  his  ftav  at  the  Cap*.  How 
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was  it  that  Mrs.  Clarke  was  not 
tempted  by  fuch  an  offer  as  this 
to  an  exertion  of  that  influence 
which  fhe  fays  was  fo  unlimited  ? 
Her  whole  account  of  the  matter 
was,  in  fad:,  refuted  by  this  let¬ 
ter,  which  does  not  advert  to  any 
one  thing  confident  with  it.  Co¬ 
lonel  Shaw  complains  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  put  upon  half- pay,  and 
he  excepts  againfl:  it,  not  as  an  ad 
of  her’s,  but  upon  the  ground  that 
the  practice  aud  cuftom  of  the 
army  did  not  warrant  fuch  a  re- 
dudion.  But  how,  it  might  be 
afked,  were  we  to  account  for  his 
applying  to  Mrs.  Clarke  at  all? 
or  for  his  applying  to  get  rid  of 
the  condition  under  which  he  had 
confented  to  accept  his  office  ?  The 
thing  was  perfedly  explicable. 
Shaw  was  no  doubt  impofed  upon 
by  Mrs.  Clarke,  to  believe  fhe 
had  interefted  herfelf  for  him,  and 
that  fhe  had  influence  with  the 
duke  ;  and  having  accepted  of  the 
office  upon  the  terms  of  being  put 
upon  half-pay,  fecure  of  the  office, 
he  wiftied  to  be  releafed  from  the 
condition. 

In  the  cafe  of  French’s  levy, 
Mr.  Perceval  admitted  that  there 
exifled  a  circumftance  of  confirma¬ 
tion  from  Mils  Taylor’s  evidence. 
After  adverting  to  the  equivocal 
charader  of  this  perfon,  as  a  con- 
nedion  of  Mrs.  Clarke’s,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
fufpicious  than  her  teftimony, 
which  was  precifely  what  we 
might  exped  to  hear  from  a  wit,, 
nefs  who  comes  to  fpeak  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  fad,  with  refped  to  which 
file  had  been  tutored  and  prepared  ; 
Die  dated  the  dry  fad  to  which  fhe 
is  particularly  interrogated,  and 
Jcnoiys  nothing  more.  She  tell§ 


you,  that  about  four  years  ago  fhe 
was  prefent  at  a  converfation,  in 
which  the  Duke  of  York  made 
ufe  of  the  words  fhe  attributes  to 
him  :  fhe  recolleds  nothing  elfe  of 
their  converfation ;  fhe  never  men¬ 
tioned  it  from  that  time  till  within 
three  weeks  before  fhe  was  exa¬ 
mined,  when  fhe  was  afked  about 
it  by  Mrs.  Clarke.  She  forgets 
how  Mrs.  Clarke  introduced  the 
fubjed,  or  whether  any  one  was 
prefent,  though  it  was  but  the 
other  day.  Was  it  poffible  that 
any  thing  could  be  lefs  credible, 
or  could  the  houfe  feel  juftified  in 
fixing  the  charge  of  corruption 
upon  his  royal  highness  upon  fuch 
evidence,  from  a  witnefs  conneded 
with  Mrs.  Clarke,  and,  in  fad, 
dependant  upon  her  ? 

With  refped  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  eflablifhment,  Mr.  Perceval 
(hewed  that  the  adual  amount  of 
the  fums  advanced  by  the  duke, 
during  his  connedion  with  Mrs. 
Clarke,  was  about  20,000/.  in  the 
courfe  of  two  years  and  a  half. 
There  was  therefore  no  fuch  dif- 
proportion  of  the  fupply  to  the  ex- 
penfe  as  would  neceffarily  lead  his 
royal  highnefs  to  fufped  fhe  had 
other  than  the  obvious  refources. 
Mrs.  Clarke  had  faid,  that  in  one 
inftance  the  duke  had  told  her, 
that,  (( if  fhe  was  clever  fhe  would 
never  comp  to  him  for  money  ;’s 
but  how  inconfiftent  was  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mrs,  Clarke  herfelf  upon 
this  very  point  J  She  did  not  infinu- 
ate  that  his  royal  highness  had  ever 
anfwered  her  fubfequent  applica¬ 
tions  in  this  manner,  and  yet  it 
appeared  that  fhe  was  daily  preff- 
ing  him  over  and  over  again  for 
money,  and,  according  to  her 
ftatement,  in  vain,  During  the 

time 
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time  flie  lived  with  the  duke, 
there  could  not  have  been  lefs  than 
ten  thoufand  military  commiffions 
pafs  through  his  office.  Could  fhe, 
if  flie  had  poffeffed  his  authority 
to  make  money  by  her  cleverness 
out  of  thefe  commiffions,  have  ever 
been  in  want  of  ioo /.  or  even 
1000 /.  ?  It  was  impoffible  ;  and  the 
inadequacy  of  his  royal  highnefs’s 
allowance  to  her  eftabliftiment, 
coupled  with  her  repeated  applica¬ 
tions  to  him  for  money,  fo  far 
from  affording  an  inference  againft 
the  Duke  of  York,  was  ftrong  and 
conclufive  for  him. 

Having  finilhed  his  analyfis  of 
the  evidence,  Mr.  Perceval  re¬ 
verted  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
to  be  adopted  by  the  houfe,  and 
expreffed  his  opinion,  that  when 
they  had  difpofed  of  the  firft  great 
queftion  of  public  and  official  guilt, 
a  queftion  purely  judicial,  and  to 
be  determined  on  judicial  princi¬ 
ples,  according  to  the  evidence 
adduced,  they  ftiould  then  confider 
the  remaining  queftion  as  no  longer 
a  judicial  one,  but  to  be  difpofed 
of  on  principles  of  general  policy 
and  expediency.  He  ended  by  re¬ 
probating  in  a  ftrain  of  eloquent  in¬ 
dignation,  the.allufion  which  Mr. 
Wardle  had  made  to  the  judgment 
which  the  country  would  pafs  upon 
the  conduft  of  the  houfe,  as  imply¬ 
ing  a  principle  at  all  times  moft 
unconftitutional,  but  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  when  they  were  fitting  in 
a  judicial  character  to  decide  upon 
the  honour  and  interefts  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  moft  unjuft.  Undoubt¬ 
edly,  faid  Mr.  Perceval,  it  is  our 
duty  to  keep  in  view  the  public 
opinion,  and  fo  to  condudl  our- 
felves,  that  our  conduft  may  be 
approved  by  our  conftituents  and 


the  country  ;  but  if  to  flatter  the 
people,  or  bafely  to  court  their 
favour,  we  furrender  our  corredler 
judgments  to  their  mifguided  and 
inflamed  impreffions,  we  defert  our 
duty,  we  abandon  our  truft  ;  our 
place,  our  fun&ion  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  gone.  It  were  better  there 
fliould  be  no  Houfe  of  Commons  at 
all ;  it  were  better  at  once  to  ac¬ 
cept  as  our  conftitution,  a  wild  un- 
reprefented  democracy,  without  the 
controul  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  or  parliament,  than  to  de¬ 
grade  ourfelves  by  confenting  to 
become  the  mere  inftruments  of  that 
democracy,  to  adopt  its  opinions, 
and  to  regifter  its  laws.” 

Mr.  Perceval  concluded  a  fpeech 
of  moft  diftinguifhed  ability  by 
moving  a  refolution,  declaring 
that  the  houfe  after  the  fulleft 
consideration  of  the  evidence,  had 
found  no  ground  for  charging  his 
royal  highnefs  with  the  perfonal  cor¬ 
ruption  alleged  againft  him  in  that 
evidence,  or  with  any  connivance 
at  the  infamous  practices  therein 
difclofed,”  and  he  ftated  his  inten¬ 
tion,  in  cafe  the  houfe  Ihould  agree 
to  that  refolution,  further  to  move 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  which 
they  fliould  lay  the  refolution  be¬ 
fore  his  majefty,  and  at  the  fame 
time  exprefs  their  regret,  that  a 
connexion  fliould  have  exifted,  un¬ 
der  the  cover  of  which,  tranfiadlions 
of  a  highly  criminal  and  difgraceful 
nature  had  been  carried  on,  ftating 
however  that  it  was  a  fubjedl  of 
confolation  to  the  houfe,  to  obferve 
the  deep  regret  expreffed  by  the 
duke  refpefting  that  connexion,  and 
expreffing  the  confident  hope,  that 
his  royal  highnefs  would  in  future 
invariably  keep  in  view,  that 
bright  example  of  virtuous  condudl 

which 
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which  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  ma. 
jefty’s  life,  had  afforded  to  his  fa¬ 
mily  and  his  fubje&s.” 

It  was  not  until  the  fecond 
M  day,  that  Mr.  Perceval 
finilhed  his  fpeech,  which 
'  was  of  a  1  mo  ft  unprece¬ 
dented  length.  Mr.  Bathurft  who 
rofe  after  him,  exprefied  his  dif- 
fent  from  both  the  courfes  propofed 
to  be  adopted,  by  Colonel  War- 
dle  and  Mr.  Perceval.  He  agreed, 
that  he  faw  no  ground  for  charg¬ 
ing  the  duke  with  corruption,  but 
he  was  ftill  of  opinion,  that  his 
royal  highnefs  had  expofed  himfelf 
to  undue  influence  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  official  duties ;  and  the  pre¬ 
ferable  mode  of  proceeding,  he 
thought,  would  be  to  frame  a  re- 
folution  acquitting  him  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  but  at  the  fame  time  fo  clearly 
intimating  the  opinion  of  the  houfe 
in  other  refpe&s,  that  his  royal 
highnefs  fhould  feel  the  neceflity  of 
preventing,  by  his  own  refignation, 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  for  his  re¬ 
moval.  For  this  purpofe,  he  fug» 
gefted  a  refolution  worded  to  that 
effedf,  but  without,  at  that  time, 
preffing  upon  the  houfe  his  propo¬ 
rtion,  which,  however,  formed  the 
bafts  of  an  amendment  moved  the 
fame  evening  by  Mr.  Bankes.  The 
purport  of  this  was  in  fubftance, 
“  a  humble  addrefs,  to  ftate  to  his 
majefty,  that  information  had  been 
communicated  to  the  houfe  of  va¬ 
rious  corrupt  praflices  having  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  diftribution  of  mili¬ 
tary  commiflions,  and  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  evidence  and  do¬ 
cuments  adduced,  that  fuch  prac¬ 
tices  and  abufe6  had  unqueftionably 
exifted.  That  it  was  highly  fatis- 
faftory  to  the  houfe,  to  find  no 
ground  in  any  of  thefe  proceedings, 
for  charging  his  royal  highnefs  the 


commander-in-chief  with  perfonal 
corruption,  but  that  they  could 
not  but  exprefs  their  opinion,  that 
fuch  abufes  could  not  have  prevail¬ 
ed  to  fuch  an  extent,  without  hav¬ 
ing  excited  the  fufpicion  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  they  fub- 
mitted  to  his  majefty  whether, 
even  if  abufes  fo  various,  and  fo 
long  continued,  could  have  pre¬ 
vailed  without  the  knowledge  of 
his  royal  highnefs,  the  command 
of  the  army  could  with  propriety 
be  continued  any  longer  in  his 
hands.  The  addrefs  concluded  by 
animadverting  upon  the  courfe  of 
conduct  difclofed  in  the  examina¬ 
tion,  as  of  the  worft  example  to 
public  morals,  and  tending,  if  not 
difcountenanced  by  his  majefty,  to 
affedl  injurioufly  the  main  fprings 
of  focial  order  and  well  regulated 
fociety. 

There  were  now  four  propofi- 
tions  before  the  houfe;  viz.  the 
original  motion  of  Colonel  War- 
die’s,  and  the  fubfequent  amend-* 
ments  moved  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  Mr.  Bathurft,  and 
Mr.  Bankes.  A  debate  of  not  lefs 
than  fix  days*  duration  took  place 
on  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  feveral  pro- 
pofitions,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
almoft  every  member,  who  was  in 
the  habit  of  fpeaking  upon  any  oc- 
cafion,  took  an  opportunity  of  de¬ 
livering  his  fentiments  :  it  will 
not  of  courfe  be  expected,  that,  in 
a  work  like  the  prefent,  we  ihould 
attempt  to  give  any  thing  like  a 
detailed  account  of  the  arguments 
and  opinions  of  the  various  fpeak- 
ers,  an  enumeration  of  their  names, 
and  a  mention  of  the  fide  they  fe- 
verally  took  in  the  debate,  is,  for 
the  moft  part,  all  that  is  in  any  de¬ 
gree  compatible  with  the  nature  of 
our  limits.  Mr.  Whitbread  rofe 
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after  Mr.  Bathurft,  and  Iiis  fpeech 
was  by  much  the  raoft  powerful 
and  argumentative  of  any  deli¬ 
vered  in  fupport  of  the  original  ad- 
drefs  of  Colonel  Wardle.  He  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  examination  of  the 
cafe,  at  great  length,  defending 
the  general  credibility  of  the  wit- 
nefles  Mrs,  Clarke,  Mils  Taylor, 
and  Dowler,  from  the  imputations 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  dwelling  particularly  on  the 
palfage  refpedting  Clavering  in  the 
duke’s  letter,  and  the  note  about 
Tonyn,  as  irreftftibly  confirming 
their  teftimony.  Alluding  to  an 
infinuation  of  Mr.  Perceval’s,  he 
obferved,  that  if  by  mixing  in 
counfel  with  cooler  heads,  it  was 
meant  that  Colonel  Ward’e  had,  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  difficulty  and  im¬ 
portance,  confulted  men  on  whofe 
ability  and  judgment  he  had  re¬ 
liance  ;  it  charged  him  with  no 
more  than  his  duty,  and  might  be 
received  as  a  compliment.  With 
rcfpedl  to  his  own  conduct  in  the 
bufinefs,  he  allowed  that  at  its 
commencement  he  had  thought  that 
the  whole  of  the  charges  would  ul¬ 
timately  amount  to  nothing.  Be¬ 
fore  Colonel  Wardle  had  given  no¬ 
tice  of  his  intended  motion,  he  had 
called  upon  him,  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
and  ftated  the  charges  he  purpofed 
to  introduce,  and  the  evidence  by 
which  they  were  to  be  fupported. 
Mr.  Whitbread  had  frankly  Hated 
to  him  his  opinion,  as  well  as  to 
the  incredibility  of  the  charges, 
and  the  apparent  deficiency  of  the 
teftimony  alleged,  as  to  the  peri¬ 
lous  and  critical  nature  of  the  at¬ 
tempt  itfelf ;  but  finding  him  de¬ 
termined  to  go  forward,  Jie  had 
promifed  him  his  fupport  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  in- 
yeftigate  the  affair*  This  was 


the  whole  hiftory  of  their  previous 
communications  on  the  fubjecl. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  afked,  “  if  it  were  poffible  that 
the  Duke  of  York  could  have  fo 
conducted  himfelf  ?  The  time  was,5’ 
faid  Mr.  Whitbread,  “  that  I 
fhould  have  aiked  that  queftion. 
But  we  have  here  (holding  up  the 
evidence),  with  forrow  and  deep 
regret  I  fay  it,  damning  proof  of 
the  fa 61.  Let  me  not  be  mifun- 
derftood.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  Duke  of  York  was  guilty  of 
fo  bafe  and  foul  a  crime,  as  that 
he  pocketed  or  coarfely  partook  of 
the  wages  of  iniquity  ;  but  I  can¬ 
not  difbelieve  his  privity  to  the 
exiftence  of  corruption.  It  has 
been  aiked,  if  it  be  poffible  that 
the  Duke  of  York  could  have  de¬ 
fied  her,  if  he  had  not  been  con- 
fcious  of  his  innocence  ?  So  ihould 
I  have  faid  heretofore.  Extraor¬ 
dinary  proofs  of  blindnefs  have  been 
firice  developed.  In  1808,  Mrs. 
Clarke  wrote  to  a  friend  of  the 
Duke  of  York’s  foliciting  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  her  annuity,  and  declaring 
that  in  default  fhe  muft  publifh. 
Who  that  had  committed  even  the 
follies  proved,  would  not  have 
thought  an  oblivion  of  them  was 
cheaply  purchafed,  by  the  payment 
of  a  ftipulated  annuity  of  400 1.  a 
year?  Yet  the  Duke  of  York  de¬ 
fied  this  publicity.  A  volume  of 
nonfenfical  letters  might  have  been 
put  forth,  which  he  and  his  friends 
would  afterwards  have  given  the 
world  to  have  retradled.  The 
Duke  of  York,  had  he  been  well 
advifed  would  have  complied  with 
her  juft  requeft.  The  pledge  of 
his  word  could  alone  be  redeemed 
by  his  fo  doing  ;  but  I  cannot 
agree  his  refufing  to  do  fo,  is  a  con- 
clufive  proof  of  his  innocence.  The 

proof 
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|5roof  goes  too  far.  He  who  would 
riik  fuch  an  cxpofure,  might,  in 
my  opinion,  poflibly  have  rilked 
much  more  from  negligence,  inat¬ 
tention,  or  in  the  confidence  that 
flie  would  not  have  the  courage  to 
publifti.” 

The  moll  powerful  part  of  Mr. 
Whitbread’s  fpeech,  was  towards 
its  clofe.  It  appears,  that  the 
plate  which  Mrs.  Clarke  purchafed 
of  Birkett  the  filverfmith,  and  the 
joint  payment  for  which,  by  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  the  Duke  of  York,  was 
faid  to  form  one  of  the  incidental 
prefumptions  againft  him,  had  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  the  Duke  de 
Berri.  Mr.  Whitbread  eloquently 
feized  hold  of  thisvcircumftance, 
to  remark  “  how  deeply  nations 
are  concerned  in  the  private  con¬ 
duct  of  thofe,  connected  with  the 
monarchs  appointed  to  rale  over 
them.  The  laft  unhappy  fove- 
reigns  of  the  once  mighty  and  il- 
luflrious  family  of  Bourbon,  were 
murdered  by  their  own  fubje&s, 
and  the  few  of  its  members  who 
furvived  the  promifcuous  carnage 
of  thofe  bloody  days,  were  wan¬ 
derers  upon  the  earth,  affording  a 
melancholy  but  inftru&ive  leffon 
of  the  near  connection  fubfifting 
between  the  private  lives  of  princes 
and  the  fate  of  nations.  It  might 
have  been  expefted,  that  the  Duke 
of  York  would  have  ftarted  at  the 
name  of  the  Duke  de  Berri.  He 
might  have  reflected  on  the  ftate  to 
which  a  man  of  fuch  high  defcent 
was  reduced  ;  on  the  furprifing 
vicifiitude  of  human  affairs  which 
had  driven  to  fuch  expedients 
for  fupport,  in  the  metropolis  of 
the  kingdom  which  had  been  for 
centuries  contending  againft  the 
ambition  of  his  family,  a  near  re¬ 
lation  of  the  ruined  throne  of 


France.  He  might  have  accepted 
the  warning  thus  offered.  A  man 
of  found  underftanding  could  hardly 
have  overlooked  it.  Tracing  ef« 
fe&s  to  their  true  caufes,  he  might 
have  feen  that  the  revolution  of 
which  that  royal  houfe  and  its  ap¬ 
pendages  have  been  the  peculiar 
viClims,  was  brought  about,  not 
by  the  theories  of  fpeculative  men, 
but  by  the  vices  of  individuals, 
and  the  foul  corruptions  of  the 
ftate  ;  and  this  magnificent  monu¬ 
ment  of  fallen  pomp  and  greatnefs, 
might  have  ferved  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life,  as  a  beacon  todireCfc 
his  courfe. 

Unhappily  this  effeft  was  not 
produced,  and  after  what  has  been 
fhewn,  there  is  no  way  left  for  the 
reftoration  of  the  character  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  than  by  his  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Through  that  ordeal 
he  muff  pafs.  Then,  indeed,  if  an 
event,  which  has  been  alluded  to, 
fhould  take  place,  the  clouds  of 
thefe  days,  fo  far  from  obfcuring, 
may  add  luftre  to  his  reign.  He 
who  afcended  the  throne,  after 
having  incurred  the  cenfure  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  would 
by  his  fubmiflion  to  that  cenfure, 
have  recognized  the  power  of  that 
tribunal,  to  which  the  people  of  the 
Britifh  empire  can  appeal  in  any 
cafe  of  emergency  ;  he  would  have 
felt,  that  in  England  all  that  is 
conneded  with  royalty,  is  fubjeCt 
to  the  law,  and  not  above  it ;  that 
the  eventual  heir  to  the  throne  has 
no  exemption  from  thofe  penalties 
which  attach  upon  him,  as  upon 
the  moft  obfcure  inhabitant  of  the 
realm  ;  and  he  may  rife,  as  many 
have  done  before  him,  purified  and 
greater  by  misfortune  ;  better  qua¬ 
lified  for  the  difcharge  of  the  im¬ 
portant 
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portant  duties  impofed  upon  him.” 
Mr.  Whitbread  concluded  with  an 
animated  call  upon  the  houfe,  to 
enter  boldly  and  earneftly  upon  the 
immediate  reform  of  all  abufes, 
the  favourers  and  abetters  of  which 
were  alone,  he  contended,  the  true 
jacobins,  and  the  moft  dangerous 
adverfaries  to  the  government  and 
the  king.  He  was  replied  to  by 
the  attorney  general,  and  the  de¬ 
bate  that  evening  was  clofed  by 
Mr.  Bankes,  with  the  propofal  of 
the  amendment  before  mentioned. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr. 
,,  Yorke  fpoke  warmly  and 
*  decidedly  in  favour  of 

i°ti%  duke;  the  moft  re- 

markable  paffage  in  his  fpeech, 
was  that  in  which  he  declared, 
that  if  his  royal  highnefs  were 
criminal,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  parliament  to  bring  in  abill 
for  his  exclufton  from  the  throne. 
This,  he  faid,  was  the  conftitu- 
tional  law  of  the  land.  The  bril¬ 
liancy  of  the  crown  would  be  tar- 
niftied,  if  a  prince  fo  difgraced, 
was  ever  fuffered  to  wear  it.  He 
was  followed  on  the  fame  fide  by 
Mr.  Leach  and  Mr.  Adam  who 
lifted  with  great  and  ingenious  mi- 
nutenefs,  the  details  of  the  evi¬ 
dence.  On  the  other  hand,  Lord 
Folkftone  fpoke  in  fupport  of  Co¬ 
lonel  Wardle’s  addrefs,  and  Mr. 
William  Smith  declared  his  prefer¬ 
ence  of  the  one  moved  by  Mr. 
Bankes. 

The  debate  on  the  Monday 
^ T  following,  was  opened  by 
the  fecretary  at  war.  Sir 
*  Francis  Burdett  fucceeded, 
and  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
force  and  animation,  but  of  a  tone 
rather  declamatory  than  argu¬ 
mentative,  profeffed  his  entire 
convi&ion  of  the  guilt  of  the  Duke 


of  York,  to  the  full  extent  at~ 
tempted  to  be  eftabliftied  in  the 
original  charges.  He  animadvert¬ 
ed  particularly  upon  the  conduct  of 
his  majefty’s  minifters  throughout 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  enquiry. 
The  charges,  he  faid,  had  fcarcely 
been  made,  when  all  his  majefty’s 
public  officers  volunteered  them- 
ielves  as  advocates.  They  had 
forgot  they  were  members  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  they  forgot  they  were 
judges,  and  the  country  could  not 
expeft  that  thofe  who  refufed  to 
hear  with  patience,  would  deter¬ 
mine  with  juftice  ;  it  would  rather 
fufped  that  they  had  prejudged  the 
caufe,  and  entered  into  the  invefti- 
gation  of  it  with  a  ftubborn  refolu- 
tion,  to  (hut  their  ears  againft  con. 
viftion.  With  refpedt  to  Mrs. 
Clarke’s  evidence,  he  fhouid  as 
foon  expert  her  to  be  the  author  of 
the  tragedy  of  Macbeth,  as  to 
fuppofe  the  could  have  fabricated 
fuch  a  ftory,  and  fupported  it  in 
the  manner  fhe  had  done,  againft 
the  embodied  efforts  of  all  the  legal 
ability  of  the  country.  Themafter 
of  the  rolls  and  the  folicitor  ge¬ 
neral  fpoke  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
baronet,  and  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
fupported  the  original  addrefs.  His 
fpeech  was  remarkable,  not  merely 
for  its  ability,  but  as  being  the 
only  one  delivered  by  a  member  of 
the  legal  profeffion,  on  that  fide  of 
the  queftion.  With  refpedl  to  the 
rule  of  evidence  in  cafes  of  accom¬ 
plices,  he  obferved,  that  in  a  ca¬ 
pital  cafe,  an  accomplice  was  a 
competent  witnefs,  and  as  fuch 
might  convift  a  prifoner,  but  it 
was  for  the  jury  to  determine  the 
degree  of  credit  to  be  due  to  fuch 
evidence,  which  was  always  fuf- 
picious,  and  fhouid  feldom  be  re- 
forted  to.  On  the  fubjedl  of  the 

contra- 
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contradictions  which  had  been 
pointed  out  in  Mrs.  CIarke?s  evi¬ 
dence,  he  remarked,  that  they  did 
not  impair  her  credit  in  the  degree 
which  they  would  do,  if  delivered 
under  oath  in  a  court  of  juftice, 
much  lefs  did  they  go  to  fet  afide 
her  evidence  altogether ;  they  were 
he  thought  all  immaterial,  not  un¬ 
doubtedly  as  to  her  credit,  but  as 
to  the  charges  againft  the  Duke  of 
York.  He  dwelt  particularly  upon 
Mifs  Taylor's  evidence,  contend¬ 
ing  that  nothing  had  been  fhewn 
to  invalidate  her  credit  as  a  wit- 
nefs,  and  that  fhe  could  have  no 
conceivable  motive  or  intereft  to 
induce  her  to  pervert  the  truth.  It 
was  impoffible  to  fuppofe  fhe  had 
been  bribed,  or  to  imagine  her  to 
be  fo  hardened  in  guilt,  fo  fteeled 
againft  remorfe,  as  to  come  before 
the  aflembled  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation,  and  deliberately  to  bear 
falfe  teftimony  againft  the  fon  of 
her  king. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr. 
lyr  Croker  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  among  the  fpeakers 
*  *  who  advocated  the  caufe 
of  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
moft  ftriking  feature  of  his  fpeech, 
was  the  tone  of  acrimony,  and 
even  virulence,  with  which  he 
condefcended  to  animadvert  upon 
the  character  and  conduct  of  Mrs. 
Clarke.  ((  I  own,"  faid  he, 
l(  I  have  not  feen  without  deep 
indignation,  the  credit  and  ap» 
plaufe  which  this  woman  has  re¬ 
ceived  ;  the  praifes  we  have  heard 
of  her  talents  and  her  wit.  Her 
talents  are  audacity,  and  her  wit 
falfehood  ;  and  any  other  perfon 
who  would  equally  dare  to  caft 
modefty  and  truth  as  far  afide, 
would  merit  the  fame  eulogium. 
I  fpeak  ft  rang  language,  and  ufe 


no  reftrained  expreflion  in  fpeaking 
of  this  woman,  not  merely  be- 
caufe  fhe  has  put  herfelf  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  refpeft  due  to  the  deli¬ 
cacy  of  her  fex,  but  becaufe  I  con¬ 
ceive  that  the  applaufe  with  which 
fhe  has  been  encouraged,  is  poifon 
to  fociety,  and  warrants,  nay,  re¬ 
quires  the  adminiftration  of  the 
ftrongeft  antidote.  Much  as  I  la¬ 
ment  the  calumnies,  the  trials  to 
which  the  Duke  of  York,  if  inno¬ 
cent,  has  been  expofed,  yet  I  know 
that  the  ft  ream  of  time  will  wafh 
away  the  tranfient  ftains  of  falfe 
accufation  :  truth,  however  cloud¬ 
ed,  will  at  laft  be  clear  ;  and  re¬ 
paration,  late  perhaps,  but  ample, 
awaits  the  innocent :  but  to  ap¬ 
plaud  depravity,  is  to  abet  it ;  it 
is  to  encourage  an  evil,  whofe  ex¬ 
tent  is  indefinite,  whofe  progrefs 
is  uncontroulable."  Mr.  Rofe, 
Mr.  Stewart  Wortley,  and  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  fpoke  on  the  fame 
fide.  Mr.  William  Wynn  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Bankes’s  amendment,  which,  upon 
the  whole,  Mr.  Windham  alfo  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  inclined  to  fupport, 
at  the  clofe  of  a  fpeech  by  far  the. 
ableft,  the  faireft,  and  beft  reafon- 
ed,  which  had  been  delivered  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  debates. 

In  confidering  the  cafe,  Mr. 
Windham  obferved,  that  Mrs. 
Clarke  is  evidently  the  life  and 
foul  of  the  whole  ;  her  teftimony, 
if  it  is  to  be  received  implicitly, 
is  at  once  conclufive.  We  are  to 
eonfider  what  there  may  be  to 
render  any  part  of  It  doubtful. 

Now  her  general  fituation  in  the 
caufe,  is  certainly  fuch  as  to  ex- 
pofe  her  to  great  fufpicion.  She 
is  fo  circumftanced  as  to  be  open  to 
ftrong  temptations  to  falfehood, 
both  on  the  fide  of  intereft  and  of 

paffion  ; 
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paflion ;  and  what  ground  of  aflur- 
ance  is  there  that  thefe  motives  will 
have  been  refitted  ?  She  is,  in  the 
firft  place,  a  woman  without  that 
virtue,  which,  in  the  univerfal  efti- 
mation  of  mankind,  is  the  great 
foundation  and  pledge  of  all  others 
in  her  fex.  She  is  moreover  a  wo¬ 
man  too,  who  is  not  merely  un- 
chatte,  but  publicly  known  to  be 
fo,  that  is,  who  is  not  only  with¬ 
out  virtue,  but  without  fhame ; 
who  has  long  incurred  and  become 
familiar  with  the  opprobriurn  of 
the  world,  and  has  therefore  fet 
herfelf  free  from  another  fecurity 
for  right  condud,  and  one  which 
is  hardly  lefs  ftrong  than  virtue 
itfelf.  She  appears  befides  in  the 
charader  of  an  accomplice,  and  on 
that  as  well  as  various  other  ac¬ 
counts,  is  to  be  heard  with  great 
miftruft  ;  but  ftill  her  evidence  is 
not  to  be  rejeded  nor  difregarded. 
Though  we  cannot  fay  that  (he  is 
generally  an  unwilling  witnefs, 
yet  we  know,  of  our  own  know¬ 
ledge,  that  (he  has  been  fo  in 
fome  inftances,  (in  that  of  Colonel 
Tonyn  and  General  Clavering  for 
example,)  and  mutt  fairly  be  faid 
to  have  given  proofs  of  a  great 
degree  of  moderation  and  forbear¬ 
ance.  She  evidently  cannot  be 
treated  as  a  woman  who  is  borne 
away  by  a  fpirit  of  refentment 
which  knows  no  bounds,  becaufe 
(he  has  Ihown  that  (he  is  not  fo 
borne  away,  but  is  rett rained  by 
confiderations  which  we  cannot  af- 
fume  to  be  ttronger,  than  fuch  as 
even  in  a  mind  as  little  principled 
as  hers,  might  prevent  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  evidence  known  not  to  be 
true  :  various  attempts  have  been 
made  tq  entrap  her  in  her  anfwers, 
but  I  mutt  fairly  confefs,  that  as 
far  as  I  can  recoiled,  they  did  not 


in  any  inftance  appear  to  be  fuccefs* 
fill*  The  inaccuracies  or  incon- 
fiftencies  fuppofed  to  be  difcovered 
in  her  evidence,  were  many  of 
them  upon  points  which  (he  had  no 
intereft  in  reprefen  ting  one  way 
more  than  another,  and  in  general 
were  of  that  fort,  which  inttead 
of  detrading  from  the  authority  of 
her  evidence,  only  gave  it  in  my 
eyes  a  greater  charader  of  genuine- 
nefs  and  authenticity.  It  was  im- 
poflible,  indeed,  not  to  be  ftruck 
with  the  general  air  of  franknefs 
and  facility  with  which  her  evi¬ 
dence  was  charaderized  through¬ 
out  :  fhe  wrote  a  running  hand  ; 
there  was  nothing  of  ftiffnefs  or 
preparation  about  it. 

With  this  defcription  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  charader  of  Mrs.  Clarke’s 
evidence,  on  what  grounds  it  will 
be  alked,  do  I  rejed  the  truth  of 
it,  or  refill:  the  conclutton  that 
the  Duke  of  York  is  guilty  to  the 
full  ?  The.  anfwer  is,  that  I 
do  admit  the  truth  of  it,  in  all  the 
parts  to  which  that  defcription  will 
apply  ;  but  that  the  defcription 
does  not,  nor  by  its  nature  can 
apply  to  thofe  parts,  by  which 
alone  the  Duke  of  York  can  ftand 
convided.  The  evidence  of  Mrs. 
Clarke,  it  fhould  be  obferved,  mutt 
be  divided  into  two  great  heads, 
very  unequal  both  in  bulk  and  con- 
fequence.  In  all  that  part  of  the 
caufe,  being  ninety-nine  hun¬ 
dredths  of  the  whole,  which  re¬ 
lated  to  the  exiftence  of  a  corrupt 
traffic  for  the  difpofal  of  commif- 
fioris,  her  evidence  deferred  the 
charader  he  had  given  of  it,  and 
was  he  believed  true.  But  all  this 
without  further  aid,  tells  nothing 
to  the  objed  of  the  profecution, 
viz.  the  guilt  of  the  Duke  of 
York.  This  forms  the  fecond  part 
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of  Mrs.  Clarke’s  teftimony,  to  the 
truth  of  which  do  inference  cm  be 
drawn  from  the  truth  of  the  firft* 
for  it  is  fubjed  to  none  of  the 
fame  conftraints,  nor  can  it  be 
judged  of  by  any  of  the  fame  cri¬ 
teria.  It  confifls  of  half  a  dozen 
fentences,  in  which  fhe  fpeaks 
without  the  poffibility  of  detec¬ 
tion,  or  indeed  even  of  contradic¬ 
tion,  except  from  the  perfon  him- 
felL  She  delivers  her  evidence 
throughout  with  the  confidence  and 
facility  of  a  perfon  who  is  fpeaking 
truth,  but  the  preemption  thence 
arifing  as  to  the  adual  truth,  is 
not  the  fame  in  all  parts  of  her 
evidence.  Where  it  relates  to 
matter  falling  within  the  cogni¬ 
zance  of  others,  {he  proceeds  fear- 
lefsly,  fhe  fpeaks  confidently,  be- 
caufe,  in  fad,  fhe  is  fpeaking  truth ; 
but  in  other  parts,  far  more  mate¬ 
rial,  fhe  may  fpeak  with  confidence, 
only  becaufe  fhe  knows,  that  whe¬ 
ther  truly  or  falfely,  fine  is  fafe 
from  detedion.  No  one  can  ever 
convid  her  as  to  the  truth  or 
falfehood  of  declarations,  faid  to 
have  palled  only  between  her  and 
the  Duke  of  York  ;  the  proof  of 
the  knowledge  which  the  duke  had 
of  the  criminal  parts  of  thefe  tranf- 
adions,  refts  entirely  upon  Mrs. 
Clarke,  with  no  ether  fupport  than 
what  fhe  can  derive  from  Mifs 
Taylor.’' 

((  With  refped  to  the  attempts 
that  had  been  made  to  diferedit  and 
difparage  this  laft  mentioned  per¬ 
fon,  I  am  far  from  approving  them, 
or  from  thinking  that  they  have  been 
at  all  fuccefsful.  Indeed  their  fuc- 
cefs  would  have  been  in  a  great 
meafure  their  j unification.  But 
neither  did  the  attempts  fucceed, 
nor  did  they  feem,  many  of  them, 
to  have  been  fairly  direded  to 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  S 


their  objed.  What  idea  could  we 
entertain  of  Mifs  Taylor’s  credit 
being  defrayed  as  a  witnefs,  be- 
eaufe  fhe  had  not  the  virtue  to 
break  off  all  communication  with 
Mrs.  Clarke,  her  relation  and  be- 
ne  fad  refs,  the  moment  fhe  found 
fhe  had  formed  an  improper  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Duke  of  York? 
This  might  have  been  right,  but 
it  was  a  Under  right  than  we  were 
accuftomed  to  exad  from  perfons 
from  whom  it  might  be  more  fairly 
looked  for.  The  fad  is,  the  cafe 
here  Is  the  very  reverfe  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  Mrs.  Clarke  is  a  bad  wit- 
nefs,  giving  a  good  tefriniony  ; 
Mifs  Taylor  a  good  witnefs,  giv¬ 
ing  a  teftimony  liable  to  confider- 
able  fufpiciori.  The  moll  unplea- 
fant  part  of  it  is  the  expreffion, 
(<  how  does  he  behave  to  you 
Darling  ?**  Some  have  thought 
that  this  might  be  explained  to 
mean,  what  is  his  general  conduct 
to  you  in  refped  of  being  trouble- 
fome,  but  I  confefs  it  was  difficult 
not  to  underfland  the  word  s<  be¬ 
have”  in  a  more  reflrided  and 
technical  fenfe,  and  I  cannot  fa- 
tisfy  myfelf  at  all,  that  if  this 
expreffion  was  truly  cited,  it  did 
not  fignify  all  that  was  meant  to 
be  imputed  to  it.  Not  but  I  may 
eafily  doubt  whether  the  expref¬ 
fion  was  truly  cited,  and  whether 
in  the  recelledion  of  a  converfa- 
tion  not  very  recent,  and  having 
nothing  at  the  time  as  far  as  ap¬ 
peared,  to  imprefs  that  particular 
part  immediately  on  the  mind  of 
the  witnefs,  a  little  change  may 
not  have  been  introduced  infenfibly 
at  the  moment,  but  fo  dtablifhing 
itfelf  after  a  few  repetitions,  as  to 
refill  any  fubfequent  effort  of  recoi- 
ledion  to  fet  it  right.  With  re¬ 
fped  to  the  circumfiance  that 
etiES.  [G]  Mifs 
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Mifs  Taylor  fhould  have  recol¬ 
lected  To  accurately  the  particulars 
oi  this  converfation,  and  have  for¬ 
gotten  fo  much  of  what  had  palled 
at  later  periods,  no  one  can  fail 
to  find  in  himfelf,  every  day,  ex- 
amples  of  irregularities  of  this  fort. 
The  real  ground  of  furprife  and 
fufpicion,  is— that  fhe  Ihould  have 
fo  little  recollection  of  what  had 
been  faid  to  her  fubfequenrly  with 
refped  to  this  very  converfation. 
She  comes  here  with  her  (lory  evi-* 
dently  cut  and  dry  ;  Die  is  brought 
to  tell  this  very  thing,  which  muft 
therefore  have  been  the  fubjed  of 
previous  converfation,  and  then 
feenis  to  recoiled  nothing  of  what 
had  at  any  time  palled  upon  it.  It 
is  impoffible  not  to  regard  a  tefti- 
mony  fo  cireumftaneed  with  lome 
degree  of  fufpicion,  and  to  fufped 
here,  is  to  fufped  the  whole  found¬ 
ation  of  the  queftion,  The  per- 
fons  who  look  at  this  caufe  in  the 
way  in  which  it  is  looked  at  by 
ninety-nine  parts  out  of  a  hundred, 
of  what  are  called  the  publie,  never 
perceive  upon  what  a  flender 
foundation  the  whole  refts ;  they 
fee  a  vaft  deal  of  charge,  a  vaft 
deal  of  fufpicion,  a  great  mafs  of 
abulive  pra&ices,  a  great  variety 
of  fads  much  the  greater  part  of 
them  proved,  and  they  conclude 
from  thence,  that  a  great  portion 
of  the  charge  is  proved.  But 
when  the  matter  comes  to  be  ex¬ 
amined,  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  is 
found,  that  the  only  two  points  in 
which  this  bulky  and  impofing 
mafs,  is  made  to  to^jch  the  Duke 
of  York,  are  in  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Clarke  and  Mifs  Taylor ; 
Mrs.  Clarke  fpeaking  to  commu¬ 
nications  made  to  the  duke  when 
no  one  was  prefent,  and  Mifs 
Taylor  corning  in  fuppprt  of  her 


friend  in  a  folitary  inftance,  where 
the  whole  force  of  her  teftimony 
depends  upon  her  corrednefs  in  the 
report  of  a  particular  expreffion. 
The  note  about  Tonyn,  and  the 
mention  of  Clavering:  in  the  duke’s 
letter,  prove  nothing  but  what  has 
been  proved  over  and  over,  and 
need  not  be  difputed ;  namely, 
that  Mrs.  Clarke  made  applications 
to  the  duke  for  objeds  of  this  fort, 
and  that  the  duke  did  not  always, 
prevent  her,  as  indeedit  would  have 
been  difficult  for  him  to  do,  from 
talking  to  him  upon  fuch  fubjeds* 
What  is  wanted  is  a  dired  proof,  or 
adequate  preemption,  that  the  duke 
accepted  her  recommendations, 
knowing  them  to  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  corruptly  ;  and  evidence  tQ 
this  effed,  we  have  none,  except 
in  the  declarations  of  Mrs.  Clarke, 
and  the  ftory  of  Mifs  Taylor.” 

But  there  was,  it  was  urged,  the 
general  prefumption  arifing  from 
the  rate  of  expence,  at  which  the 
duke  faw  his  miftrefs  live,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  money  which  he 
allowed  her.  Knowing  that  the 
one  was  inadequate  to  the  other, 
he  muft  have  been  fatisfied,  it  is 
faid,  that  (he  had  indirect  means 
of  profit,  and  thefe  could  be  no 
other  than  bribes  received  for  the 
exertion  of  her  influence.  It  may 
be  true,  that  the  duke  ought  to 
have  made  this  calculation ;  but 
nothing  appears  to  me  more  natu¬ 
ral  and  likely,  than  that,  in  point 
of  fad,  he  did  not.  Perfons  bred 
to  fmall  fortunes  and  economical 
habits,  may  find  a  difficulty  in 
believing,  how  any  one  could 
much  miftake  in  the  proportion 
between  his  income  and  expendi¬ 
ture  ;  yet  furely  examples  of  fuch 
miftakes  are  not  wanting,  nor  fail 
to  occur  daily,  even  in  the  lower 
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ranks  of  life ;  and  much  more 
may  they  be  ex  petted  in  perfons 
placed  from  their  infancy  above  the 
want  of  money,  and  whofe  minds 
have  been  diretted  to  any  thing, 
rather  than  to  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  The  duke  had, 
in  fatt,  not  only  his  habits  of  idle- 
nefs,  but  his  habits  of  diligence 
to  contend  with,  and  any  one  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  bufinefs  which 
a  commander-in-chief  has  to  go 
through  every  day  of  his  life,  and 
which  the  Duke  of  York  did  go 
through,  would  not  much  wonder, 
nor  perhaps  blame  any  inftanc  e  of 
ignorance  or  inattention,  that 
might  occur  in  the  management  of 
his  private  affairs. ** 

With  refpett  to  what  was  called 
the  moral  part  of  the  queftion,  Mr. 
Windham  obferved,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  juftify  the  duke’s  con- 
dutt  in  this  refpett,  but  he  feared 
that  the  prefent  ftate  of  manners 
in  this  country,  would  not  well 
admit  of  a  folemn  refolution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  cenfure  the 
commander-in-chief  for  keeping  a 
miftrefs.  In  fatt,  the  topic  feemed 
to  be  confidered  by  the  bulk  of 
the  houfe,  as  a  fubjett  of  animad- 
verfion  only,  in  as  far  as  it  had 
prattically  led  to  confequences  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  public  fervice. 

“  Many  gentlemen,”  he  conti¬ 
nued,  “  had  thought  a  diftinttion 
could  be  taken  between  connivance 
and  criminal  connivance;  the  word, 
by  its  ordinary  acceptation,  how¬ 
ever,  was  commonly  made  to  include 
in  it  the  idea  of  criminality,  and 
the  diftinttion,  therefore,  was  pro¬ 
perly  impoflible.  If,  indeed,  no¬ 
thing  more  was  meant,  than  that 
men  turned  their  eyes  unwillingly 
to  fatts,  the  cxiftence  of  which 


would  give  them  pain,  that  they 
were  flow  to  admit  unwelcome 
truths,  there  was  nothing  more 
familiar  to  every  man’s  obferva- 
tion  ;  not  in  cafes  only  where  cri¬ 
minality  exifted,  but  where,  from 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  none  could 
poffibly  be  fufpetted  :  a  blindnefs 
of  this  kind  was  very  likely  to 
have  exifted  in  the  inftance  in 
queftion,  and  may  account  for 
much  of  that  with  which  gentle¬ 
men  feem  to  have  been  fo  much 
embarraffed,  between  the  unwil- 
lingnefs  of  imputing  to  the  royal 
perfon,  any  thing  fo  (hocking  as  a 
wilful  tolerance  of  fuch  abufes, 
and  the  difficulty  of  believing  that 
no  fufpicion  of  their  exiftence  ever 
entered  his  mind.  A  fufpicion 
might  very  poffibly  have  entered 
ir,  as  fuch  fufpicions  often  do, 
without  leaving  any  trace  behind, 
or  have  been  difmiffed,  as  men  do 
fubjetts  that  they  are  afraid  to 
contemplate.  We  might  furely 
allow  the  Duke  of  Y ork  as  much 
incredulity  about  Mrs.  Clarke’s 
infidelities  with  refpett  to  bribes, 
as  about  her  infidelities  of  another 
fort.  If  he  could  be  fo  blind  as 
not  to  fufpett  her  with  Dowler, 
we  have  no  right  to  prefume  that 
he  muft  have  been  fo  vigilant  and 
clear  fighted  with  refpett  to  her 
tranfattions  with  Donovan  and 
Sandon.” 

For  l)imfelf,  therefore,  Mr. 
Windham  obferved,  he  fhouldgive 
a  decided  negative  to  the  charges 
of  participation-  or  connivance. 
It  ftill  remained  to  be  confidered 
what  it  was  fit  for  the  houfe  to  do, 
in  refpett  to  the  continuance  of  his 
royal  highuefs  in  his  office.  No¬ 
thing  was  more  clear,  than  that 
the  degree  of  proof  neceffary  to 
[G  2J  conritR 


NUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


convift  a  perfon  of  a  crime,  was 
far  different  from  that  which  was 
fufficient  for  the  removal  of  him 
from  a  fituation  of  truft  and  con¬ 
fidence.  Such  removal  was  often 
a  matter  merely  optional,  and  re¬ 
quired  no  reafon  to  be  afligned ; 
and  it  was  certain  that  minifters, 
with  all  the  merit  that  men  could 
poffefs,  might  become  unfit  for 
their  offices,  merely  becaufe  the 
country,  on  the  grounds  the  moft 
erroneous,  had  chofen  to  confider 
them  fo.  But  however  hard  it 
was,  that  any  one  fhould  fall  a 
facrifice  to  unjuft  fufpicion,  the 
hardfhip  was  lefs  when  the  fufpi¬ 
cion  was  grounded  on  the  a&s  of 
<  the  party,  and  thofe  ads  fuch  as 
were  in  their  own  nature  culpable. 
No  one  could  claim  from  fociety 
the  fame  protection  againft  the 
confequences  of  his  own  mifcon- 
dud,  as  was  due  to  a  perfon,  who, 
if  not  wholly  guilty,  was  wholly 
innocent,  The  royal  perfonage 
muft  abide  the  confequences  of 
fuch  a  connedion  as  he  had  formed. 
While  he  was  anxious,  therefore, 
that  the  houfe  fhould  declare  em¬ 
phatically,  its  difbelief  of  the  ac- 
cufations  brought  againft  his  royal 
highnefs,  he  fhould  hear,  he  con- 
fefled,  with  great  delight,  that 
no  neceffity  exifted  for  any  further 
opinion,  but  that  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  had  of  himfelf  decided  to  quit 
a.  fituation,  which  he  could  not  hold 
with  fatisfadion  to  himfelf,  longer 
than  he  could  hold  it  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  fatisfadion  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Windham  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  if  the  motion  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  was  prefled,  and 
that  no  other  alternative  was  of¬ 
fered,  he  muft  perforce,  though 
by  no  means  fatisfadorily  to  him¬ 


felf,  vote  for  the  addrefs  of  Mr. 
Bankes. 

On  the  following  evening  the 
debate  was  refumed.  The  ^ 

fpeakers  in  favour  of  Co-  aFs 

lonel  Wardle’s  or  Mr.  I^* 

Bankes*  addrefs,  were  Lords  Mil- 
ton,  Stanley,  and  Temple,  Sir 
Thomas  Turton,  and  Mr.  Pon- 
fonby.  Mr.  VYilberforce  alfo 
fpoke  very  ably,  and  at  confider- 
able  length,  on  the  fame  fide, 
and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning,  who  clofed  the  defence  of 
the  duke,  in  a  fpeech  of  great 
pleafantry  and  acutenefs.  His 
reafonings,  however,  related  chief¬ 
ly  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be 
adopted,  and  went  little  into  the 
merits  of  the  cafe,  as  founded  upon 
a  confideration  of  the  evidence. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  merit  of  the 
hon.  mover  of  the  inquiry,  he  ob-* 
ferved,  that  he  could  not  concur 
in  the  opinion,  that  he  had  done 
a  great  national  good.  u  Looking 
to  the  confequences  of  this  inquiry, 
which  may  be  fuch  as  to  fhake 
this  great  empire  to  its  foundation, 
and  comparing  the  poffible  danger 
with  the  degree  of  good,  which 
the  moft  fanguine  moralift  can  con¬ 
ceive  to  arife  from  the  abftraCt 
confideration  of  punifhment  in¬ 
flicted,  and  mifconduCt  ex  poled  to 
no  vifible  practical  purpofe,  I  can¬ 
not  help  obferving,  that,  willing 
as  I  am  to  do  juftice  to  the  hon. 
gentleman's  motives,  I  cannot  con¬ 
fider  him  as  a  great  public  bene¬ 
factor.  I  muft  add,  that  if  thanks 
fhall  be  propofed  to  him,  as  I  un¬ 
derstand  is  in  the  contemplation  of 
fome  perfons,  I  fhall  ftand  for¬ 
ward,  and  I  truft  not  alone,  to 
endeavour  to  induce  this  houfe  to 
rejeCt  fuch  a  propofttlon.”  At  fix 

o’clock 
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o’clock  in  the  morning  a  divifion 
took  place.  For  Mr.  Bankes’ 
amendment,  199  ;  againft  it,  294. 
Majority  againft  the  amendment, 
95.  A  fecond  divifion  afterwards 
took  place,  on  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer’s  amendment,  which 
was  carried  by  364  votes,  againft 
123,  who  fupported  Colonel  War- 
dle’s  addrefs.  By  this  the  original 
motion  was  difpofed  of,  and  it  was 
determined  that  the  houfe  fhould 
proceed  by  refolution,  and  not  by 
addrefs  $  but  the  confideration  of 
the  refolution  itfelf,  was  poftponed 
to  another  evening.  Accordingly, 
on  the  following  Friday,  Mr. 
Perceval  propofed  to  withdraw  his 
original  refolution,  and  to  move 
that  “  the  evidence  afforded  no 
foundation  for  imputing  perfonal 
corruption,  or  criminal  conniv¬ 
ance,  to  the  Duke  of  York.”  He 
ftated,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
adoption  of  this  refolution,  would, 
in  no  degree,  preclude  the  recom¬ 
mending  by  addrefs,  of  any  ulte¬ 
rior  meafure,  refpeding  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  duke  in  office, 
which  the  houfe  might  think  it 
right  to  fuggeft,  though  he  ad^ 
initted,  that,  for  himfelf,  he  dis¬ 
agreed  with  thofe,  who  thought 
there  was  any  reafon  to  remove 
his  royal  highnefs  from  his  fixa¬ 
tion. 

Upon  this  Sir  Thomas  Turton 
moved  an  amendment,  refolving 
i(  that  the  evidence  did  afford 
grounds  for  charging  his  royal 
highnefs,  with  having  knowledge 
of  the  corruption,  which  had  been 
therein  difclofed.”  A  long  and 
animated  debate  enfued,  in  which 
Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  W.  H.  Lyttel¬ 
ton,  Lord  Morpeth,  and  Lord  H. 
Petty,  particularly  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  in  oppofition  to  the 


chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s  refo» 
lution.  Upon  a  divifion,  13^ 
voted  in  favour  of  the  amendment  5 
and  334  againft  it*  It  yet  re¬ 
mained  to  decide  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Perceval  j  feveral  members 
explained,  that,  in  negativing  this 
refolution,  they  in  faff  gave  them¬ 
felves  the  only  opportunity  which 
they  could  have  of  amending  it, 
and  when  the  houfe  divided,  there 
were  found  to  be  278  votes  in  its 
favour,  and  196  againft  it.  After 
this  fecond  divifion,  a  warm  dif- 
cuffion  took  place,  whether  Mr* 
Bathurft’s  refolution  fhould  be  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  upon.  It  was 
then,  however,  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  Mr.  Bathurft  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  willing  to  poftpone 
the  confideration  of  it  till  Mon¬ 
day. 

On  Monday,  however,  when 

the  order  of  the  day 
r  r  •  j  Mar.  20. 

for  reluming  the  de¬ 
bate  had  been  read,  the  chanceL 
lor  of  the  exchequer  arofe,  and 
ftated,  that  he  had  a  commu* 
nication  to  make,  which  he  trufted 
Mr.  Bathurft  might  think  was  of 
a  nature  to  render  any  further  pro¬ 
ceeding  unneceffary.  On  Saturday 
morning,  when  the  decifion  of  the 
houfe  was  known,  the  Duke  of 
York  had  waited  upon  the  king 
and  tendered  his  refignation,  which 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to 
accept.  The  motives  of  this  aft 
were  expreffed  to  the  king  in  a 
paper,  which  Mr.  Perceval  read  in 
part  to  the  houfe,  and  which  pur¬ 
ported,  in  fubftance,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  having  palled 
a  refolution  of  his  innocence,  his 
royal  highnefs  might  now  venture 
to  tender  to  his  Majefty  his  refig¬ 
nation,  as  he  could  no  longer  be 
fufpeded  of  a  ding  from  any  appre- 
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henfion  of  the  refult,  nor  accufed 
of  having  fhrunk  from  any  extent 
of  inquiry,  however  painful.  Not- 
withftanding  this  communication, 
Mr.  Bathurft  perfifted  in  urging 
his  refoluiion,  which  went  to  ft  ate 
that,  “  in  confequence  of  a  connect 
tion  the  moft  immoral  and  unbe¬ 
coming,  a  communication  on  offi¬ 
cial  fubje£ls,  and  an  interference 
in  the  diftribution  of  military  ap¬ 
pointments,  had  been  allowed  to 
exift,  which  could  not  but  tend  to 
difcredit  the  official  adminiftration 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  to  give 
colour  and  effeH,  as  they  had  ac¬ 
tually  done,  to  tranfattions  the 
moft  criminal  and  disgraceful.” 
Upon  this  Lord  Althorpe,  after  a 
fhort  and  animated  fpeech,  moved 
as  an  amendment,  that  “  the  Duke 
of  York  having  refigned  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army,  the  houfe  does 
not  now  think  it  neceffary  to  proceed 
any  further  in  the  confideration  of 
the  evidence  before  the  com¬ 
mittee.”  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  objected  to  the  amend¬ 
ment,  in  the  fenfe  which  he  under- 
flood  Lord  Althorpe  to  afcribe  to 
it,  namely,  of  excluding  any  pof- 
fibility  of  the  future  return  of  the 
duke  to  office,  by  refer ving  to  the 
houfe  in  fuch  an  event,  the  right 
of  refuming  the  difeuffion  then 
pending ;  and,  to  obviate  fuch  a 
conftruftion,  he  moved  that  the 
word  “  now”  be  omitted  in  the 
resolution  prepoL-d  by  the  noble 
lord.  Upon  a  divifion  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exhequer's  amend¬ 
ment  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  235  to  1  12  ;  Mr.  Bathurft’s 
iefolution  having  been  previoufly 
negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Thus  ended  this  extraordinary 
inquiry.  Notwithftanding  the  ac¬ 
quittal  of  tire  duke  in  the  Houfe 


of  Commons,  by  the  refignation  of 
his  royal  highnefs  the  triumph  of 
the  popular  party  was  thought  to 
be  complete,  and  their  exultation 
knew  no  bounds.  Colonel  Wardle 
was  raifed  to  a  heighth  of  popula¬ 
rity  unexampled  lince  the  days  of 
Sacheverel.  The  city  of  London 
voted  him  its  freedom,  and  the 
example  was  followed  by  almoft 
all  the  confiderable  towns  in  the 
kingdom.  Addreffes  were  fhow- 
ered  upon  him  from  all  parts,  ex- 
preffive  of  the  public  gratitude  for 
his  exertions,  and  accompanied  with 
refolutions  afferting  the  neceflity 
of  a  general  and  radical  reform  in 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  adminif¬ 
tration  of  government.  Among 
thefe  addrefles,  the  moft  lingular 
was  transmitted  from  Sheffield,  the 
fignatures  to  which  occupied  forty 
Ikins  of  parchment,  and  extended 
thirty-five  yards  and  a  quarter  in 
length. 

The  glory  of  Mrs.  Clarke  was, 
if  poffible,  Hill  more  confuromate. 
As  the  chief  inftrument  in  the  late 
glorious  work  of  inveftigation  of 
abufes,  fhe  participated  in  no  fmall 
degree  in  the  honourable  colonel's 
popularity,  and  in  faft  was  com¬ 
monly  conlidered  as  meriting  all 
the  refpeft  and  gratitude  due  to 
the  moft  important  and  difintereft- 
ed  public  fer vices.  Towards  the 
Duke  of  York,  the  gratification 
of  her  perfonal  feelings  was  com¬ 
plete.  Her  revenge  was  fated  to 
the  utmoll,  and  fhe  had  more¬ 
over  the  triumph  of,  after  all,  ex¬ 
torting  that  which,  to  fay  the 
truth,  ought  to  have  been  done 
before;  and  which,  if  done,  would 
have  fpared  both  the  government 
and  the  country  the  pain  and  fcandal 
of  this  lamentable  inquiry.  Soon 
after  the  clofe  of  the  inveftigation. 
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it  was  announced  that  Mrs.  Clarke 
was  about  to  publifh  Memoirs  of 
her  Life,  which  would  include  the 
whole  hiftory  of  her  connexion 
with  the  royal  duke,  together  with 
many  of  his  letters.  The  threat¬ 
ened  publication,  however,  was  di¬ 
verted  by  the  payment,  as  it  is 
affirmed,  of  7,000/.  to  Mrs.  Clarke, 
and  the  alluring  to  her  and  her 
children  of  an  annuity  of  400/.  a 
year.  Ten  thoufand  copies  of  the 


[103 

work,  which  had  been  already 
ft  ruck  off,  were  deftroyed.  and  all 
the  parties  concerned  declared, 
upon  oath,  that  no  trace  of  the 
work  remained,  either  in  print  or 
manufcript,  with  the  exception  of 
a  Angle  copy,  fecured  under  feven 
feals,  which  was  probably  pre¬ 
fer  ved  with  the  view  of  dete&ing, 
by  the  identification  of  the  fup- 
prefled  work,  any  fubfequent  in* 
fra&ion  of  the  agreement. 


Chap.  vi. 

General  Obfervations  on  the  ConduB  cf  Parties  in  the  prog  refs  of  the  Inquiry 
into  the  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York.  Popular  Sentiment  upon  the  fub - 
jeB.  Mifcouceptions  prevalent  as  to  the  Merits  of  the  Cafe.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  brings  before  the  Houfe  the  Conf deration  of  a  late  Grant  to  Colonel 
Gordon  of  a  Piece  of  Ground  belonging  to  Chelfea  Hof  pit  al.  Mr .  Hufkiffon s 
Explanation  of  the  bufinefs .  Matter  is  inquired  into ,  and  the  Grant  re¬ 
called.  Popularity  of  all  projeBs  tending  to  Reform .  Lord  Folkeff  one’s 
Motion  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  all  corrupt  pr  ad  ices  in  any  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  State.  Supported  by  Mr.  Whitbread and  oppofed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Tierney ,  Mr.  Ponfonby ,  and  Mr.  Can - 
King.  Negatived  by  a  large  Majority.  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Perce¬ 
val ,  and  paffed,  making  it  Penal  to  traffic  in  Public  Offices.  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Diftribution  of  Eajl  India  Pa¬ 
tronage.  Cafe  of  Lord  Caflereagh  and  the  If riterfhip.  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton  moves  a  Vote  of  Cenfure  upon  him.  Defence  of  Lord  Cajlle • 
reagh.  Lord  Binning  moves  the  Order  of  the  Day ,  vohich  is  oppofed  by 
Mr.  William  Wynn  and  Mr.  Ponfonby.  Mr.  Windham  propofcs  a  middle 
courfe ,  and  deprecates  the  proceedings  of  the  Reformers.  Mr.  Whitbread 
Jupports  the  Reflations .  Mr.  Canning  propofes  an  Amendment ,  vohich  is 
carried  upon  a  Divifion.  Mr.  Madock’s  Motion  ref pe Bing  the  ConduB  of 
Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Caflereagh  in  the  Affair  of  Mr.  Ouint in  Dick. 
Unprecedented  manner  in  vohich  it  is  firfi  brought  forvoard.  Renevoed  on  a 
fubfequent  occafion.  Speech  of  Mr.  Perceval.  Mr.  Cartvoright  oppofes 
it.  Supported  by  Mr.  Tierney.  Mr.  Ponfonby ,  and  Mr.  Windham  dif- 
approve  of  it,  and  it  is  rejeBed.  Mr.  Curvoen* s  Bill  for  the  Prevention 
of  the  Sale  of  Seats  in  Parliament.  Oppofed  by  Mr.  W indham  upon  its 
frf  IntroduBion .  The  Houfe  go  into  a  Committee  upon  it.  Yible  Speech 
of  Mr.  Q.  johnfion  upon  the  SubjeB  of  Reform.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
oppofes  the  Bill,  as  inadequate  and  delufive.  Mr.  Wilberforce  fupports 
it.  Admirable  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham  upon  the  general  Queflion  of  Re¬ 
form.  Speech  of  the  Speaker.  Alterations  introduced  by  Mr.  Perceval. 
Mr.  Curvoen  continues  to  fupport  it.  Singular  Title  propofed  by  Lord 
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Fdkflvns,  The  Mill  is  fent  to  the  -Lords ,  and  pajfed,  Sir  F ranch  Bur¬ 
den' $  Plait  of  Reform*  Negatived,  Mr,  IV nr  die  explains  his  Plan  of 
Economical  Reform,  A&ion  brought  a  gain f  him  by  an.  Upholflereri  for 
the  furmjbing  of  Mrs.  Clarke’s  Houfe .  He  in d ids  Mrs .  Clarke  and 
Wright  for  Perjury,  VerdtB  againfi  him,  Subfcription  to  indemnify  his 
Ioffes, 


r|HHE  inquiry  refpefting  the  eon- 
d ti ft  of  the  Duke  of  York* 
abforbed,  throughout  the  whole  ©£ 
its  deration,  the  undivided  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  country,  in  a  manner 
and  to  a  degree  unparalleled  in  the 
indance  of  any  other  public  affair 
fince  the  time  of  the  revolution. 
This  feeling  extended  to  all  claffes 
of  the  community,  down  even  to 
the  very  lowed ;  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  many  who  in  ge¬ 
neral  took  little  or  no  part  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  political  intereft,  on  this 
occafion  participated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  concern  and  curiofity. 

This  difpofition  of  the  public 
was  Cohered  by  the  efforts  of  a 
certain  portion  of  the  daily  and 
weekly  prefs,  in  a  manner  fuffi- 
ciently  inconfident  with  the  pur- 
pofes  of  impartial  judice.  From 
the  very  beginning  of  the  in¬ 
quiry,  a  drong  and  unqualified 
prejudication  of  the  whole  merits 
of  the  cafe  had  been  indilled  into 
the  bulk  of  the  people  by  the 
alliduous  and  malignant  indudry  of 
thefe  journalids ;  and  the  fame 
grofs  mifconception  of  the  fubjeft 
continued  to  prevail  for  fome  time 
after  the  clofe  of  the  invedigation. 
In  no  indance  whatever,  had  the 
fubdantial  independance  of  parlia¬ 
ment  the  jud  weight  of  the  popular 
fentiment,  or  the  irrefiftible  force 
of  public  judice,  (as  grounded  upon 
and  guaranteed  by  the  inditutions 
of  the  countfy,)  to  overcome  every 
poffible  combination  of  influence, 
or  power,  or  intered,  on  the  part 


of  the  government,  been  more 
drikingiy  manifefled  than  in  the 
conduft  and  event  of  this  inquiry  j 
and  yet  that  conduft  and  that 
event  was,  at  the  moment,  confi- 
dered  by  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  people  as  the  mod  unequivocal 
evidence  of  the  exidence  of  fyf- 
tematic  corruption  in  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  mifapprehenflon  was 
in  faft  twofold.  The  evidence 
againd  the  duke,  in  no  Angle 
point,  amounted  to  any  thing 
like  proof,  and,  in  reality,  from 
the  nature  of  it,  would  fcarcely 
have  been  liftened  to  in  a  court  of 
judice.  That  there  was  ground  of 
doubt  it  would  not  be  eafy  to 
deny,  and  undoubtedly  the  pre- 
fu  nipt  ions  connefted  with  that  evi¬ 
dence  would  affume  a  greater  or 
lefs  appearance  of  cogency  as  con¬ 
templated  by  different  minds,  un¬ 
der  various  points  of  view.  But 
had  the  grounds  of  thefe  prefump- 
tions  been  much  dronger  than  we 
confefs  to  us  they  appear  to  have 
been,  the  deciflon  of  acquittal  on 
the  part  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
when  afting  in  a  judicial  capacity, 
would  have  been  perfeftly  judifi- 
able  upon  every  principle  of  legal 
decifion  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
exidence  of  matter  for  fufpicion, 
lefs  plauflble  even  than  that  which 
was  aftually  adduced,  would  have 
more  than  fufficed  to  render  the 
removal  of  the  duke  from  an  office 
fo  important,  not  merely  advifable, 
but  neceffary.  The  conduft  of  the 
houfe,  therefore,  throughout  the 

whole 
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wide  progrefs  of  the  affair,  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  leave  nothing  to  be 
defired  5  but  the  general  convic¬ 
tion  was,  that  the  teftimony  again!! 
the  duke  was  irrefiftible,  and  that 
its  conclufivenefs,  as  to  the  guilt 
of  his  royal  highnefs,  could  not 
be  honeftly  miftaken.  Although, 
therefore,  the  fubfequent  refigna- 
tion  of  his  royal  highnefs  fatisfied 
the  objeds  of  the  people,  as  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  and,  in  fadl,  by 
its  appearance  of  voluntary  fubmif- 
Jion  to  the  popular  fentiment,  went 
far  to  difarm  it  of  its  refentment, 
yet,  as  it  did  not  feem  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  connected  with  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  had  refolved  his  acquittal, 
that  acquittal  was  thought  to  have 
been  given  in  the  face  of  evidence 
the  moft  unimpeachably  conclufive, 
and  to  afford  of  itfelf  a  decisive 
proof  of  the  operation  of  undue  or 
corrupt  influence  upon  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  had  pronounced  it. 

The  conduft  of  the  feveral  par¬ 
ties  in  the  houfe  upon  the  occafion, 
contributed  further  to  favour  this 
conftrudtion ;  and,  in  fadt,  gave  it 
fome  colouring  of  probability.  The 
miniftry,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  inquiry,  had  arranged  them- 
felves  as  a  body  in  fupport  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  and,  by  the  pre¬ 
determined  and  fyftematic  air  of 
their  defence,  in  fome  meafure  de¬ 
tracted  from  its  efficiency.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  chiefs  of  the  whig 
party  had  in  the  fir  ft  inftance  hung 
back,  they  even  feemed  to  difcoun- 
tenance  the  inquiry  upon  its  firft 
proportion,  and  throughout  the 
whole  of  its  continuance  ftudioufly 
kept  aloof  from  any  immediate  in¬ 
terference  in  the  furtherance  or 
management  of  its  progrefs  ;  and 
this  behaviour,  though  perfe&ly 
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juftifiable  in  itfelf,  from  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe,  yet  feemed 
fo  little  in  keeping  with  the  ufual 
fpirit  of  their  oppofttion,  that  it 
was  almoft  univerfally  attributed 
to  the  operation  of  certain  pruden¬ 
tial  confiderations,  the  admiffion 
of  which  was  fcarcely  to  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  their  general  profeffions  of 
public  fpirit  and  independence.  It 
was  not  obferved,  that  what¬ 
ever  might  be  objected  to  the 
condudl  of  the  leaders  of  the  va¬ 
rious  parties,  the  houfe  itfelf,  on 
this  occafton,  had  for  moil  part 
{hewn  itfelf  fufficiently  independent 
of  party  motives  ;  a  diftxuft  of  all 
parties  became  general ;  and  the 
reformers,  who  had  all  along  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  a  prepof- 
feffion  againft  the  innocence  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  much  more  violent 
and  unjuftifiable  than  any  which 
they  could  reproach  his  friends  as 
having  fhewn  in  his  favour,  be¬ 
came  for  a  moment  almoft  the  sole 
depoiltaries  of  the  popular  confi¬ 
dence  and  efteem. 

Nothing  can  better  illuftrate 
the  fingular  fufceptibility  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  government  abufes, 
which  the  agitation  of  this  inquiry 
had  produced  in  the  public  mind, 
than  an  affair  which  occurred 
fhortly  after,  and  which,  except 
for  the  purpofe  of  thus  illuftrating 
the  ftate  of  the  popular  feeling,  we 
Ihould  fcarcely  have  thought  wor¬ 
thy  of  mentioning  in  a  work  like 
the  prefent.  On  the  13th  of  April, 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  inquired  of 
minifters  whether  what  he  had  un- 
derftood  was  true,  that  a  portion 
of  the  ground  belonging  to  Chelfea 
Hofpital,  lying  along  the  banks  of 
the  River  Thames,  and  particu¬ 
larly  calculated  for  the  air  and 
exereife  of  the  penfioners,  had 
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lately  been  configned  over  to  the 
ufe  and  poffeflion  of  Colonel  Gor¬ 
don.  Mr.  Hufkiffon  admitted, 
that  it  had  been  thought  proper 
that  the  ground  belonging  to  the 
hofpital,  which  could  not  be  better 
difpofed  of,  fhould  be  let  for  build¬ 
ing,  and  that  Colonel  Gordon  had 
thus  become  a  holder  of  that  part 
of  the  ground.  On  the  following 
day,  Sir  Francis  recurred  to  the 
fubjeft,  and  ftated,  that  having 
perfonally  examined  the  fite  of  the 
intended  building,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  fuch  an  ereftion  Ihould 
not  be  permitted,  but  that  the 
whole  bargain  fhould  be  revoked. 
Mr.  Long  explained,  that  an  in¬ 
firmary  being  wanted,  the  ground 
in  queftion  was  purchased,  and  the 
portion  deemed  neceffary  for  that 
purpofe  being  fet  apart,  the  reft 
was  valued  by  the  furveyors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  aft  for  the  difpofal 
of  the  crown  lands.  Colonel  Gor¬ 
don  offered  himfelf  as  a  purchafer, 
and  better  terms  he  was  perfuaded 
could  not  have  been  obtained,  had 
the  ground  been  put  up  at  a  public 
auftion.  Every  provifion  had  been 
made  that  the  leffee  fhould  not  by 
his  building,  in  any  degree,  in¬ 
commode  the  infirmary;  and  he 
was  convinced,  that  when  the  ne- 
ceffary  papers  were  before  the 
houfe,  the  hon.  baronet  would 
himfelf  fee  the  propriety  of  declin¬ 
ing  to  take  any  further  proceeding 
in  the  matter.  Sir  Francis,  how¬ 
ever,  perfifted  that  the  whole  af¬ 
fair  bore  a  very  fufpicious  afpeft  ; 
and  the  fafts  admitted  by  minifters, 
that  the  whole  ground  had  been 
valued  on  oath  by  the  furveyors, 
at  6,000/.  and,  on  the  fame  oath, 
the  land  let  to  Colonel  Gordon 
eftimated  at  52/.  a  year,  feemed  in 
fome  meafure  to  confirm  the  hon. 


baronet’s  opinion,  when  he  farther' 
explained  to  the  houfe  that  the 
whole  land  in  queftion  confifted  of 
four  acres  and  a  quarter,  of  which 
the  quarter  acre  was  fet  apart  for 
the  infirmary,  and  the  remainder 
let  out  to  Colonel  Gordon  upon  the 
terms  above  mentioned. 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Hufkiffon 
took  occafion  to  in-  . 
form  the  houfe,  that  Pn  2o* 
having,  in  confequence  of  the 
difcuflion  which  had  taken  place, 
examined  in  perfon  the  place  of 
the  propofed  ereftion,  he  felt  drf- 
fatisfied  with  it,  as  being  very  in¬ 
convenient  for  the  infirmary,  and 
that  in  confequence,  after  a  con- 
fultation  with  the  governors  of  the 
hofpital,  the  fite  of  the  intended 
houfe  was  removed.  But  he  wiftied 
it  to  be  underftood,  that  this  re¬ 
moval  did  not  take  place  on  ac^ 

* 

count  of  any  change  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  the  treafury,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  grounds  originally  laid 
before  them.  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
from  indifpofition,  was  not  prefen t 
upon  this  occafion.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever  fufficiently  recovered  to  at¬ 
tend  when  about  a  fortnight  af¬ 
terwards,  Sir  Ofwald 
Mofeley  moved  for  a 
committee,  to  inveftigate  the 
whole  tranfaftion,  and  propofed  that 
the  medical  men,  furveyors  and  ar- 
chitefts,  who  had  been  confulted, 
fhould  be  examined  at  the  bar. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  he  could  fcarcely 
think  gentlemen  ferious  in  propos¬ 
ing  to  call  witnelfes  to  the  bar, 
and  confume  fo  much  of  the  time 
of  the  houfe,  on  a  bufinefs  of  this 
nature,  but  ft  ill  lefs  would  it  appear 
neceffary  when  they  had  heard  the 
ftatement  he  was  about  to  make. 
The  cafe  had  been  fince  inquired 
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t  into  both  by  the  governors  of 
i  Chelfea  Hofpital  and  the  treafury, 
jjj  and,  on  a  communication  with  Co¬ 
lonel  Gordon,  he  expreffed  himfelf 
very  ready  to  extend  the  fpace 
toward  the  infirmary.  The  go¬ 
vernors  had  lince  thought  it  would 
be  advifeable  to  make  other  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  infirmary,  and  that 
perhaps  they  might  want  the  whole 
of  the  ground,  and  they  therefore 
wrote  to  the  treafury  to  know 
whether  the  contrail  with  Colonel 
Gordon  was  fo  concluded  as  to 
prevent  this;  it  was  replied,  that 
the  treafury  conceived  the  contract 
to  be  in  fuch  a  ftage  that  Colonel 
Gordon  had  an  equitable  title  to  a 
leafe  from  them  ;  that  it  was  in¬ 
tended  that  other  furveyors  and 
phyficians  ftiould  make  their  re¬ 
port,  and  if  it  (hould  be  found 
that  the  grounds  were  necelfary 
for  the  infirmary,  government 
would  certainly  endeavour  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  Colonel  Gordon  to  give 
them  up.  There  could,  however, 
be  no  fort  of  blame  attached  to 
minifters  for  judging,  not  with 
their  own  eyes,  but  thofe  of  men 
who  knew  the  value  of  lands,  and 
were  fworn  furveyors.  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Burdett  was  of  a  different  opi¬ 
nion.  He  infided  that  the  bargain, 
fo  far  as  it  affeded  the  public,  was 
an  abfolute  job — the  job  of  all 
jobs,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
didinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
job .  This  was  the  only  fpot  in 
England  fit  for  the  purpofe  of  an 
infirmary  for  the  hofpital,  and  he 
would  be  happy  to  give  double  the 
fum  Colonel  Gordon  was  to  pay 
for  it,  and  fecure  it  on  any  of  his 
eflates,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  giv¬ 
ing  it  up  to  the  hofpital,  rather 
than  this  monument  of  national 
magnificence  fhould  be  disfigured. 
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For  himfelf,  he  could  not  fee  fuch 
tranfaftions  going  forward  without 
taking  notice  of  them,  though  he 
had  no  doubt  but  that  in  thefe 
demure  times  the  cry  would  be 
raifed  againit  him.  He  knew  not 
by  what  name  he  fhould  be  affailed  ; 
jacobin,  he  fuppofed,  was  grown 
too  dale  and  worn  out,  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  began  to  be  afhamed  of  it ; 
but  it  fmnified  not  to  him  what 
it  was  ;  he  would  wear  any  name 
that  went  along  with  the  reforma¬ 
tion  of  abufes. 

Mr. William  Smith  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  minifters  were  capable 
of  making  fuch  a  difpofition  as  to 
give  it  the  colour  of  a  job,  and 
yet  it  feemed  drange  that  the 
houfe  which  was  to  be  converted 
into  an  infirmary,  with  the  fmall 
piece  of  land  adjoining,  was  va¬ 
lued  at  6,380/.  and  remainder, 
confiding  of  four  acres,  let  at  52/. 
a  year.  Mr.  Long  obferved,  that 
the  board  of  treafury  had  never 
heard  a  word  of  complaint  on  the 
fubjedl  until  the  morning  of  the 
very  day  on  which  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  had  firft  mentioned  it  in 
the  houfe,  and  they  immediately 
began  an  inveftigation  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  had  continued  it  ever 
fince.  He  wifhed  the  minutes  of 
evidence  taken  before  the  board, 
fince  the  13th  of  April,  fhould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe,  and  it  would 
be  then  feen  what  had  been  done. 
Mr.  Stuart  Wortly  remarked,  that 
in  chara&erifing  this  affair  as  the 
word  of  all  jobs,  as  by  excellence 
the  joby  the  hon.  baronet  had  given 
us  grounds  to  take  credit  to 
ourfelves  for  a  more  than  ordinary 
{hare  of  virtue.  On  a  divifion  the 
motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  170  to  73. 

It  was  to  be  expe&ed  that  fo 

favourable 
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favourable  a  difpofition  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  mind,  for  the  promotion  of 
their  projects  of  national  amelio¬ 
ration,  would  not  be  overlooked 
by  the  reformers.  Accordingly, 
fnortly  after  the  clofe  of  the  in- 
veftigation,  Lord  Folkeftone  mov. 
.  -i  ed  for  the  appoint¬ 

or1  1 7*  ment  of  a  committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  exiftence  of 
any  corrupt  practices,  with  re¬ 
gard,  both  to  the  difpofal  of  offices 
in  any  department  of  the  (late,  and 
to  the  purchafe  and  fale  of  cora¬ 
mi  (lions  in  the  army.  Lord  A. 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Whitbread  fup- 
ported  the  motion,  which  was  op- 
pofed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  and 
Mr.  Wynn,  on  the  ground  of  the 
vague  and  indefinite  nature  of  its 
operation,  which  went  to  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  all  corrupt  pra&ices  and 
abufes,  without  any  reftridion  as 
to  time,  place,  or  circumftance. 

Mr,  Tierney  obferved,  with 
warmth,  that  the  objed  of  the 
motion  was  no  lefs  than  to 
araign  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
government  of  the  country,  to 
embody,  as  it  were,  fufpicion 
againft  it ;  to  impute  corrupt  prac¬ 
tices  to  the  admiralty  and  every 
other  department,  without  the 
fhadow  of  evidence,  and  put  them 
all  upon  their  trial  without  the 
allegation  of  a  fpecific  charge. 
Doubts  were  undoubtedly  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  purity  of  fome  parts 
of  the  government ;  public  opinion 
was  ftrongly  excited  on  the  fub- 
jed  of  thefe  abufes ;  but  however 
anxious  he  might  be  to  oppofe 
corrupt  pradices,  and  to  punifti 
the  delinquents,  no  popular  cry 
fhould  make  him  vote  for  a  motion 
of  this  nature.  Mr.  Ponfonby 
declared  that  it  was  impoffible  that 


on  fuch  grounds  only,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  would  adopt  a  refolu- 
tion,  which  tended,  in  fad  and  in 
fubftance,  to  criminate  every  man 
in  every  department  of  the  Hate. 
This,  he  continued,  is  a  moft  fe- 
rious  charge,  particularly  when  it 
is  confidered  with  what  avidity 
every  thing  alleged  againft  this 
houfe  is  received  out  of  doors.  The 
people  are  induftrioully  told,  that 
there  is  no  diftindion  whatever  in 
this  houfe ;  that  we  are  all  rogues 
and  knaves  alike  ;  that  it  does  not 
dignify  in  what  hands  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  placed,  for  provided  they 
are  parliamentary,  the  country  can 
exped  nothing  but  corruption/ * 
Thefe,  he  affirmed,  to  be  moft 
foul  and  infamous  calumnies,  and  he 
maintained,  there  were  men  in  that 
houfe  at  leaft  as  honeft,  as  upright, 
and  as  uncorrupt,  as  thofe  who 
made  thefe  grofs  and  unfounded 
charges.  Mr.  Canning  could  con¬ 
ceive  no  rational  or  practical  pur- 
pofe  for  which  this  motion  was 
brought  forward.  It  gave  no 
hope  of  immediate  advantage  to 
the  people;  but  it  held  out  the 
whole  cafte  and  clafs  of  public  men 
to  fufpicion.  They  were  all  re- 
prefented  as  ftruggling  for  places 
and  power  ;  as  having  nothing  in 
view  but  the  emoluments  of  office. 
The  emoluments  of  office !  if  there 
was  a  man  who  confidered  the  la¬ 
bours  of  an  official  fituation,  the 
anxieties  that  were  undergone,  the 
warfare  which  a  public  man  had  to 
fupport,  not  only  in  that  houfe* 
but  from  the  malignity  which  af- 
failed  him  out  of  it,  and  could 
think  that  thefe  things  were  to  be 
compenfated  for  money,  he  did 
not  envy  him  his  feelings,  or  the 
frame  of  his  mind.  The  noble 
lord  might  fucceed  in  fixing  this 

imputation 
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imputation  upon  public  men,  and 
in  driving  them  from  power ;  in 
rendering  them  a  degraded  clafs, 
that  he,  and  thofe  who  fupported 
him,  might  fucceed  to  that  ruin 
and  that  degradation.  Upon  a 
divifion,  only  30  members  were 
found  to  fupport  the  motion,  againft 
178  who  voted  for  its  rejection. 

In  confequence  of  the  difclo- 
fures  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  courfe  of  the  late 
April  20.  inquiries,  a  profecution 
had  been  commenced 
againft  certain  perfons  in  the 
city  for  trafficking  in  public  of¬ 
fices  ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Perceval  and  pa  fled,  mak¬ 
ing  it  highly  penal  to  folicit 
money  for  the  procuring  of  offices, 
or  to  circulate  any  advertifement 
with  that  view.  While  it  was 
yet  under  difcuflion,  a  cafe  of 
political  jobbing  was  reported  to 
the  houfe,  by  the  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  mode  of  diftribu- 
tion  of  Eaft  India  patronage.  It 
appeared  from  the  confeflions  of 
the  parties  themfelves,  that  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  being  at  that  time 
prefident  of  the  board  of  controul, 
had  placed  at  the  difpofal  of 
Lord  Clancarty  a  writerlhip,  to 
be  given  to  a  Mr.  Reding,  as  the 
price  of  a  feat  in  parliament. 
The  fame  Mr.  Reding  purpo- 
pofing  to  difpofe  of  this  appoint¬ 
ment  for  3,000  guineas.  Soon 
after  this  difclofure,  Lord  Archi¬ 
bald  Hamilton  brought 
April  25.  the  fads  under  the 
confideration  of  the 
houfe,  and  moved,  that  Lord 
Caftlereagh  had  been  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  his  duty,  an  abufe  of 
his  official  influence  and  authority, 
and  an  attack  upon  the  purity  and 
conftitution  of  the  houfe*  Lord 
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Caftlereagh,  in  a  tone  of  fubmiflive 
apology  for,  rather  than  defence 
of  his  conduct,  urged,  that  in  this 
tranfadion  he  had  no  fufpicion 
of  the  improper  motives  from 
which  Mr.  Reding  was  ading  ; 
he  had  thought  it  perfedly  fair 
for  one  friend  to  ferve  another  at 
an  eledion,  and  with  that  view 
had  felt  no  hefitation  in  giving  a 
writerlhip  to  any  refpedable  gen¬ 
tleman's  ion  or  nephew,  who  could 
promote  Lord  Clancarty's  inte- 
reft ;  particularly  as  he  had  ef- 
pecially  referved  to  himfelf  the 
difcretion  of  determining  whether 
the  party  recommended  was  pro¬ 
perly  eligible.  Lord  Binning  al¬ 
lowed,  that  he  could  not  defend 
his  noble  friend  upon  principle,  yer, 
as  he  could  fee  no  corrupt  deftgn 
in  the  tranfadion,  he  fhould  move 
the  order  of  the  day.  This  was 
objeded  to,  on  the  ground,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  degree  of 
criminality  in  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lord,  or  whatever  palliation 
it  might  admit,  it  was  impoffihle, 
conftftently  with  the  courfe  pre- 
fcribed  by  ad  of  parliament, 
to  pafs  it  over  unnoticed.  Mr. 
Wynn  obferved,  that  a  negocia- 
tion,  upon  a  corrupt  principle, 
had  been  intended  to  be  carried 
into  effed,  and  that  although  the 
intention  might  not  be  equally 
criminal  with  the  completion,  it 
was  not  to  be  inferred  that  it 
implied  no  offence  at  all.  How¬ 
ever  familiar  fuch  tranfadions 
may  have  been,  in  a  cafe  like  the 
prefent  there  was  no  option  for 
their  decifion.  Their  duty  was 
chalked  out.  He  knew  there  was 
many  who  were  difpofed  to  main¬ 
tain,  that  the  influence  over  elec¬ 
tors  was  not  injurious,  and  that 
little  difad  vantage  refill  ted  from 
the  pradice  of  bribery ;  but  when 

a  cafe 
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a  cafe  of  this  kind  was  made 
out,  they  were  bound  in  duty  to 
purfue  the  courfe  prefcribed  by 
law,  and  by  aCl  of  parliament. 
Had  the  a&  been  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect,  expulfion  would  have  been, 
in  his  opinion,  the  least  penalty 
that  could  have  been  applied  to 
the  offence.  He  did  not  wifli  to 
punifh  the  intention  with  the  fame 
feverity  ;  but  ftill  lefs  did  he 
agree  that  it  ftiould  be  palled  over 
without  notice. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr. 
William  Smith  fupporred  the  re- 
folutions,  and  enforced  the  necef- 
firy  of  a  general  reform  Mr. 
Windham  could  approve  neither 
of  the  original  refolutions,  nor  of 
the  proportion  of  Lord  Binning. 
The  latter,  he  thought,  would 
expofe  them  to  mifconflruCfion ; 
the  former  were  too  flrong  for  the 
offence.  He  admitted,  that  any 
attack  upon  the  privileges  of  that 
houfe,  of  the  freedom  and  purity 
of  ele&ions,  was  a  very  fair  and 
fit  objeCl  for  parliamentary  cog¬ 
nizance.  But,  he  alked,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  meant  to  apply  to 
any  man  influencing,  or  endea¬ 
vouring  to  influence  a  vote,  or 
procure  a  feat  under  any  circum- 
flances ;  or  whether  it  was  meant 
to  limit  it  to  minifters.  If  fo, 
there  was  not  a  place  in  the  king¬ 
dom  that  fent  members  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  with,  perhaps,  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Old  Sarum,  to  which  it 
would  not  apply.  When  they 
i  were  called  upon  fo  violently  to 
condemn  the  noble  lord,  they 
would  do  well  to  afk  themfelves, 
whether  they  would  hefitate,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fecuring  an  elec¬ 
tion,  to  recommend  a  friend  to 
government  ?  With  refpeCt  to 
the  cry  which  was  raifed  about  re¬ 


form,  he  obferved,  that  it  was 
notorious  that  there  were  hun¬ 
dreds,  and  he  feared,  thoufands, 
and  tens  of  thoufands,  who  fpecu- 
lated  upon  a  change.  Some  might, 
no  doubt,  be  influenced  by  wor¬ 
thy  motives.  Others,  with  dif¬ 
ferent  views,  wifhed  to  throw  all 
into  confuflon,  and  take  their 
chance  as  it  is  called.  But  he 
trufted,  that  whatever  govern¬ 
ment  was  in  the  country,  would 
be  flrong  and  firm  enough  to  re- 
fift.  The  moment  a  Angle  brick 
was  taken  out  of  the  edifice,  on 
this  principle,  its  entire  ruin  muft 
follow.  Such  reform  would  in¬ 
evitably  end  in  revolution.  As 
to  parliamentary  reform,  he  never 
faw  any  change  prcpofed  thac  had 
either  common  fenfe  er  practica¬ 
bility  to  recommend  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  did  not  believe 
there  were  any  confiderable  body 
of  men  in  the  country  hoflile  to 
the  conftitution.  The  people  col¬ 
lectively  were  attached  to  the 
crown,  and  to  the  perfon  of  the 
reigning  monarch,  and  nothing 
but  the  egregious  folly  of  minif¬ 
ters  could  alter  that  attachment. 
Reform,  however,  had  become  ne- 
ceflary.  The  unyielding  fpirit  of  v 
oppofition  to  reform  had  been  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  the 
continent.  States  had  fallen, 
when  a  trifling  concefiion  might 
have  prefer ved  them  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  cafe  before  them,  he 
thought  it  was  impoflible  to  pafs 
it  over,  and  he  fhould,  therefore, 
fupport  the  refolution  of  his  noble 
friend. 

After  fome  difcuflion,  Mr. 
Canning  moved  an  amendment, 
that  “  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
houfe  to  maintain  a  jealous  guard 
over  the  purity  and  independence 
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of  parliament ;  but,  that  this 
houfe  duly  weighing  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe,  and  con- 
fidering  that  the  intention  refer¬ 
red  to  was  not  carried  into  effedl, 
does  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
come  to  a  criminatory  refolution 
upon  the  famed*  Upon  a  divifion 
the  original  motion  was  rejected 
by  21 6  to  167,  and  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning's  amendment  carried  by  214 
to  167. 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Madocks 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  certain  charges,  which 
May  5.  he  was  about  to  bring 
forward  againft  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval  and  Lord  Caftlereagh,  for 
having  been  guilty  of  corrupt  and 
criminal  pra&ices,  in  order  to 
procure  members  to  be  elected 
into  parliament ;  and  he  moved, 
that  thefe  charges  be  heard  at 
the  bar  on  the  following  Tuefday. 
Lord  Caftlereagh  happened  to  be 
abfent,  but  Mr.  Perceval  rofe, 
under  evident  agitation,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  the  whole  of  his 
acquaintance  with  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  that  houfe,  he  had  never 
known  any  inftance  when  an  ac- 
cufation  was  brought  forward 
again  ft  a  member,  the  fubftance  of 
which  w#s  not  previoufly  com¬ 
municated  to  him,  and  that 
through  the  common  courtefy  of 
the  houfe,  he  was  not  allowed  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence.  Thehon. 
member,  however,  was  the  beft 
judge  of  the  courfe  he  meant  to 
purfue  ;  and  it  only  remained  to 
him  (Mr.  Perceval)  to  make  his 
bow  and  withdraw.  The  general 
fenfe  cf  the  houfe  was  entirely 
with  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  the  offer  of  Mr.  Ma¬ 
docks  to  withdraw  his  motion 
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was  refufed,  and  it  was  negatived 
without  a  divifion. 

On  the  nth,  however,  that 
gentleman  renewed  his  charges  in 
a  more  regular  form.  He  firft 
moved,  that  the  refolution  of 
1779  be  read,  declaring  it  to  be 
u  highly  criminal  for  any  fervant 
of  the  crown,  to  make  ufe,  di- 
refrly  or  indirectly,  of  the  power 
of  his  office,  in  order  to  influence 
the  election  of  members  of  par¬ 
liament,”  and  after  fome  pre¬ 
liminary  obfervations  on  the  exift- 
ing  corruptions,  he  proceeded  to 
affirm,  that  Mr.  Quintin  Dick 
had  purchafed  a  feat  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Cafhel,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Hon.  H.  Wellefley, 
who  a<5ted  on  behalf  of  the  trea- 
fury  ;  that  upon  a  recent  occa- 
fion,  of  the  laft  importance,  (the 
inquiry  refpeding  the  Duke  of 
York)  when  Mr.  Dick  had  re- 
folved  to  vote  according  to  his 
confcience,  Lord  Caftlereagh  had 
intimated  to  him  the  neceflity, 
either  of  his  voting  with  govern¬ 
ment,  or  refigning  his  feat  in  that 
houfe,  and  that  Mr.  Dick  had  in 
confequence  vacated  his  feat ;  and 
this  tranfa&ion,  to  which  he 
charged  Mr.  Perceval  with  being 
privy,  he  engaged  to  prove  by 
witnefles  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Perceval  obferved,  that 
from  the  tone  and  fubftance  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  fpeech,  it  did 
not  appear,  that  the  vindication 
of  the  honour  of  the  houfe  was 
fo  much  the  objeft,  as  the  pur- 
fuit  of  what  was  denominated  (i  a 
certain  fyftem.”  They  lived  in 
a  time  in  which  the  popular  appe¬ 
tite  fed  upon  attacks  upon  public 
men.  The  favourite  do&rine  was, 
that  public  men  muft  neceffarily 
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be  corrupt,  and  they  were  the 
pureft  patriots  who,  no  matter  by 
what  means,  profecuted  the  moll 
charges  againft  them.  Whether, 
at  fuch  a  time,  it  would  be  wife 
to  warrant  fuch  fpecies  of  charges, 
as  merely  introdudory  to  the 
great  quellion  of  reform,  he  left  it 
to  the  houfe  to  determine.  Per¬ 
haps  they  would  feel  it  to  be 
their  indifpenfible  duty  not  to 
ellablilh  a  precedent,  that  would 
introduce  a  fyllem  of  inquifitoriai 
proceedings,  fraught  with  violent 
inroads  upon  all  fpecies  of  private 
and  fecial  confidence.  For  him- 
felf,  he  thought  it  would  be  more 
confident  with  what  he  owed  the 
public,  if  lie  declined  putting  the 
plea  he  could  fo  confcientioufly 
put  in,  until  the  houfe  had  come 
to  a  determination  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  entertaining  the  charge 
or  not.  He  fhould  then  come 
forward  prepared  and  authorifed 
to  meet  that  charge,  and  he  did 
not  defpair  of  his  explanation 
proving  fatisfadory  to  the  houfe, 
and  vindicatory  of  his  own 
honour.  After  this  ftatement,  in 
which  Lord  Caftlereagh  expref. 
fed  his  entire  concurrence,  they 
both  withdrew  5  and  Mr*  Ma- 
docks  begged  leave  to  move  ®4  that 
the  matter  of  the  charge  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe/7  Mr. 
Cartwright  oppofed  the  motion, 
and  deprecated  any  meafure  tend¬ 
ing  to  what  was  called  reform. 
He  thought  fuch  innovation,  both 
unneceffary  in  itfelf,  and  ill-timed 
at  the  prefent  moment,  when  we 
were  engaged  in  a  ferious  contefl 
with  the  moil  formidable  enemy 
that  had  ever  menaced  the  coun¬ 
try  1  and  he  denied,  what  was  fo 
often  afferted,  that  the  general 


fenfe  of  the  country  was  in  favour 
of  any  fuch  proceeding.  Mr. 
Tierney  approved  of  the  motion, 
which  he  thought  had  no  imme¬ 
diate  connexion  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  parliamentary  reform. 
Upon  this  fubjed  his  opinions 
were  what  they  always  had  been, 
but  he  did  not  think,  that  the 
fenfe  either  of  the  country  or  of 
parliament  was  decidedly  in  uni- 
fon  with  them.  The  quellion  had 
been  raifed  merely  by  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Duke  of  York  j  and,  he 
believed,  there  were  many  who 
fupported  the  cry  for  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform,  who  had  no  fpecific 
view  of  the  fubjed  which  they 
themfelves  defired  to  attain. 
What  many  underflood  by  a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform,  was  a  relief 
from  the  weight  of  taxes  1  and 
hence  the  facility  with  which, 
without  any  wifh  to  overturn  the 
eftabliihments  of  the  conllitution, 
they  liflened  to  any  prejed  that 
feemed  to  encourage  the  hope  of 
fuch  alleviation.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  and  Mr.  Wilberforce  fup¬ 
ported  the  motion,  which  was  op¬ 
pofed  by  Mr.  Windham,  who  ob¬ 
served,  that  no  one  could  have 
compelled  Mr.  Quintin  Dick  to 
vacate  his  feat.  He  Tad,  pro¬ 
bably,  gone  to  minillers  to  con- 
fult  them  as  to  the  line  which  he 
ought  to  purfue,  and  finding  he 
could  not  confcientioufly  vote 
with  them,  he  might  have  ten¬ 
dered  his  feat  again  to  thofe 
from  whom  he  had  received  it. 
Mr.  Fonfonby  obferved,  that  no 
one  had  a  flronger  claim  upon  his 
refentment  than  Lord  Caftlereagh, 
ftill  he  could  not  think  it  proper 
to  punifh  individuals  for  what 
had  been  fo  generally  pradifed 
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by  others.  This  Teems  to  have 
been  the  general  feeling  of  the 
houfe,  for  on  a  divifton,  Mr.  Ma- 
dock’s  motion  was  loft  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  over  the  85  who 
fupported  it. 

Previous  to  the  agitation  of 
this  queflion,  Mr.  Curwen  had 
-^7  r  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
diice  a  bill,  for  the  bet- 
ter  fecuritv  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  parliament*  The 
principal  proviftons  propofed  were, 
that  the  oaths  againft  bribery 
ftiould  be  adminiftered  to  the 
eleCted,  that  penalties  fhould  be 
impofed  on  the  Tale  of  a  feat  in 
parliament,  or  the  contracting  for 
one,  and  that  the  bribery  laws 
fhould  be  extended  to  agents,  or 
other  perfons,  attempting  to  cor** 
rupt  eleClors  during  the  whole  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  parliament,  with  the 
view  of  precluding  their  receiving 
a  corrupt  confderation  for  their 
votes  at  any  after  time.  This  mea- 
fure  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Windham 
ihlimive.  He  fa  id  he  had  long  been 
of  opinion,  that  the  houfe  ought 
ftrenuoullv  to  oppofe,  as  danger¬ 
ous  and  mad,  any  propofal  for 
parliamentary  reform  :  every  fyf- 
tem  and  every  feature  of  which 
that  had  hitherto  been  produced, 
was,  in  his  mind,  ex  travagantly, 
-and  even  ludicrouny  wrong  ;  and 
when  Mr.  Curwen  inferred,  that 
the  unanimity  of  the  people  was 
to  be  obtained  by  this  meafure, 
he  was  totally  at  a  lofs  to  under¬ 
hand  his  meaning-  ;  it  would  be 
impcflible  to  produce  a  plan,  at 
which  one  party  cr  the  other 
would  not  fnap  their  finders.  One 
fet  of  reformers  fay,  we  will  go 
fo  far  ;  another  fet  fay,  you  fh all 
go  further  ;  fo  that  once  per¬ 
mitted  to  begin,  there  was  no 
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knowing  where,  or  at  what  they 
would  flop.  It  was  blindnefs, 
infatuation,  and  madnefs,  in  the 
people  to  think  of  relieving  them- 
lelves  by  pulling  the  government 
to  pieces. 

Mr.  Perceval  obferved,  that 
he  could  not,  at  that  time,  form 
an  opinion  on  the  grounds  on 
which  Mr.  Curwen  meant  to  ob¬ 
tain  ..his  objeCl.  To  him  it  ap¬ 
peared  impracticable  ;  but  he 
fhould  not  oppofe  the  bringing  in 
of  the  bill,  in  order  that  the 
houfe  might  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  its  merits  or  demerits. 

Upon  the  motion,  that  the 
houfe  do  go  into  a  committee 
upon  the  bill,  Mr.  George  -«*- 
John  ft  one  rofe,  and  in  a 
fpeech  of  great  clearnefs 
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and  ability,  oppofed  it,  not  merely 
as  unneceflary,  but  as  likely 
to  lead  to  greater  evils  than  thofe 
which  it  fought  to  cure.  In  re¬ 
futation  of  the  cant  of  the  day, 
he  vindicated  the  prefent  com¬ 
parative  purity  of  public  men  ar.d 
public  bodies,  and  fhewed,  by  in- 
ftances,  that  fo  far  were  we  from 
having  degenerated  from  that  un¬ 
bending  integrity  of  conduCt  af- 
cribed  to  our  anceftors,  there  was, 
on  the  contrary,  in  the  habitual 
praCfice  of  the  legiflature,  proofs 
of  a  degree  of  independance,  of 
public  fpirit  and  virtue,  not  to  be 
found  in  the  hiftory  of  any  nation, 
or  the  proceedings  of  parliament 
in  any  former  age.  In  i llufl ra¬ 
tion  of  this,  he  inftanced  the 
conduCt  of  minifters  in  receiving 
bribes  during  the  boafted  era  of 
King  William  ;  the  confelled  em¬ 
bezzlements  of  Walpole  and  Stan¬ 
hope  in  the  fucceeding  reign  ;  the 
abufes  praCtifed  by  members  ot 
the  houfe,  in  r.efpeCt  of  the  South 
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Sea  bubble,  and  the  corporation 
for  the  poor.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  independence  of  parliament,  he 
obferved,  that  no  longer  ago  than 
1769,  when  it  was  propofed  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  civil  lift, 
parliament  voted  the  money  re¬ 
quired  ;  and  yet  minifters  refilled 
to  produce  the  accounts  by  which 
alone  the  propriety  and  neceftity 
of  the  grant  could  be  judged.  In 
thefe  times  would  any  minifter 
dare  thus  to  conduct  himfelf  ? 
With  refpeCt  to  the  abufes  faid 
to  exift  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  refources,  when  the  pro¬ 
digious  magnitude  of  the  ferviees 
carried  on  were  confidered,  it  was 
only  to  be  wondered  at  that  thefe 
abufes  were  not  greater.  A  re¬ 
venue,  exceeding  60,000,000/. 
was  collected  at  no  greater  ex¬ 
pence  than  2,700,000/.  ;  a  lefs 
rate  than  is  paid  by  many  indi¬ 
viduals  for  the  fale  of  their  fugars, 
or  is  allowed  by  the  chancellor 
to  the  receiver  of  any  landed 
eftate  under  his  authority.  The 
faCl  was,  that  the  conftitution 
had  been,  and  was  in  a  progref- 
iive  ftate  of  amendment.  Par¬ 
liament  was,  in  effeCi,  reforming 
itfelf,  and  every  borough  in  the 
kingdom  was  attempting  to  free 
itfelf  from  the  controul  of  the 
patron  by  which  it  had  hitherto 
been  ruled.  The  natural  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  feeling,  if  left  to  it¬ 
felf,  would  anfwer  every  reafon- 
able  purpofe  that  could  be  ftated  ; 
and  he  implored  the  houfe  to 
paufe,  before  it  gave  countenance 
to  innovations,  the  effeCi  of  which 
no  human  wifdom  could  forefee. 

Sir  John  Newport  and  Mr. 
William  Smith  fuppbrted  the  mo¬ 
tion,  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  who  obferved. 


that  corruption,  influence,  and 
property,  were  as  clofely  con¬ 
nected  as  ufury  and  money.  Pro¬ 
perty  muft  neceffarily  give  a  per- 
fon  influence,  which  would  natu¬ 
rally  tend  to  procure  the  returns 
of  members  to  parliament.  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  alfo  oppofed  the 
meafure,  but  upon  very  different 
grounds.  He  particularly  adver¬ 
ted  to  the  dodtrines  promulgated 
by  Mr.  johnftone ;  doCtrines  fo 
fubverfive  of  every  found  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  conftitution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  that  he  was  at  a  lofs  how 
to  difcufs  them.  It  had  been  faid, 
in  defence  of  the  boroughs,  that 
they  brought  adventurers,  and 
men  of  talent  into  parliament. 
But  they  wanted  no  adventurers  ; 
what  was  required,  was  a  check 
upon  government,  and  for  this  pur¬ 
pofe  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  properly 
conftituted,  might  very  well  an¬ 
fwer,  without  being  made  a  kind  of 
theatre  for  the  exercile  of  debat¬ 
ing  powers  and  political  talents. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  bill  before 
them,  it  would  only  aggravate  the 
evil.  As  the  laws  againft  ufury 
gave  the  monopoly  to  the  worft 
defcription  of  people,  fo  this  bill 
would  give  the  monopoly  of  the 
feat-trade  to  the  treafury.  Unlefs 
you  flopped  the  market  altoge-  ■ 
ther,  you  only  did  injury  bv  pre¬ 
venting  a  free  traffic.  If  the 
houfe  was  not  to  be  compofed  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
it  would  be  infinitely  better  to 
have  an  auClion  of  feats  ;  to  have 
a  public  mart,  where  all  might  go 
and  conduCl  matters  openly.  The 
barter  might  then  be  turned  to 
fome  advantage.  In  the  firft 
place  the  money  might  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  public  purpofes.  We 
might  then  get  rid  of  the  deli¬ 
cacy 
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cacy  which  dill  remained  upon 
thefe  fubjeds,  and  fpeak  openly 
what  every  one  knew  ;  although 
he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  ears 
of  gentlemen  fhould  be  more  de¬ 
licate  than  their  confidences. 
Another  advantage  would  be,  that 
the  man  who  purchafed  with  his 
money,  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  more  independant  than  place¬ 
men,  and  thofe  who  represented 
their  patrons.  Sir  Francis  then 
alluded  to  the  reproach  which 
had  been  call  againft  his  friends, 
for  not  defiring  a  change  of  minif- 
ters.  But  why  Ihould  they  defire 
any  change  ?  Thev  did  not  fee 
that  minilters  conducted  matters 
in  at  all  a  worfe  way  than 
their  predeceffors,  who  taunted 
him  for  being  of  no  party. 
The  only  return  he  could  make 
to  the  great  body  who  had  fent 
him  there,  was  to  refrain  from 
tormenting  minilfers,  and  to  Hand 
up  only  on  great  conftitutional 
points,  as  a  guardian  of  the  rights 
arid  privileges  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  profefied  him- 
felf  in  favour  of  the  meafure, 
which  was  decidedly  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Windham,  in  a  fpeech  of 
long  and  elaborate  argument  ;  in 
the  courfe  of  which  he  difculfed 
and  analyzed  the  whole  queftion 
of  reform,  with  the  moll  pro¬ 
found  and  diftinguifhed  ability. 
He  deprecated  the  meafure  as  ill- 
timed,  injudicious,  founded  upon 
falfe  views,  and  falfe  facts  ;  the 
whole  meafure  retting  upon  an 
affumption,  which,  in  the  fenfe 
in  which  it  was  ufed,  he  utterly 
denied  ;  namely,  that  the  tranf- 
•  addons  in  queftion  were  corrupt, 
or  ads  of  that  fort  which  thofe 
who  commit  them  know  at  the 
time  to  be  tVrong,  which  degrade 
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the  perfon  in  hi^  own  opinion,  and 
would,  if  known,  degrade  him  in 
that  of  others  ;  which  are  attended 
in  the  firft  inftance  with  injury  to 
others,  or  at  leaft  tend  to  weaken 
the  authority  and  obfervance  of 
fome  rule  which  the  interefts  of 
fociety  require  to  be  upheld. 

(i  Is  it  meant,”  faid  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  “  to  be  ftated  generally, 
that  the  fale  of  a  place  of  truft 
and  confidence  is,  in  all  eircum- 
ftances,  and  in  every  inftance,  a 
corrupt  and  criminal  tranfadion  ? 
If  it  is,  then  does  both  the  law 
and  pradice  of  various  countries, 
and  of  this  among  others,  autho- 
rife  tranfadions  the  moft  corrupt 
and  criminal.  I  would  quote,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  the  whole  of  the 
parliaments  under  the  old  monar¬ 
chy  of  France  ;  parliaments  of  a 
nature  to  make  the  difpofal  of 
feats  in  them  for  money,  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  if  it  were  wrong  at  all, 
infinitely  more  wrong  than  the 
fame  proceeding  would  be  here, 
inafmuch  as  they  were  judicial 
tribunals,  in  which  the  whole 
civil  and  criminal  juftice  of  that 
enlightened  kingdom  was  adminif- 
tered,  and  for  the  moft  part,  I 
believe,  moft  ably  and  uprightly  ; 
and  yet  were  all  the  feats  of  thofe 
aflemblies  regularly,  publicly,  and 
avowedly,  bought  and  fold.  That 
thefe  tribunals  could  not  be  fuch 
as  our  coarfe  and  narrow  preju¬ 
dices,  or  our  haftv  and  inconfide- 
rate  theories  would  reprefent  them, 
is  demonftrable  from  the  fad,  for 
no  country  would  confent  for  ages 
together,  that  the  whole  fource 
of  its  jufti-ce  fhould  be  polluted 
and  corrupt.  To  look  at  home, 
the  integrity  and  purity  of  our 
judges  is  the  conftant  fubjed  of 
our  boaft,  and  yet  is  it  notorious, 
[7/2]  that\ 
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that  a  part  of  their  falary,  or 
emolument,  arifes  from  the  fale  of 
places  having  duties  belonging  to 
'them  connected  with  the  bufinefs 
of  their  courts.  The  church  fur- 
nifties  examples,  likewife,  which 
equally ,  in  fatft,  contradict  the 
petition  above  fuppofed.  For  what 
does  any  man  do  who  pur- 
chafes  or  fells  the  advowfon  of  a 
living  ?  Does  he  not,  both  in 
efFeft  and  intentionally,  purchafe 
or  fell  the  nomination  to  an  of¬ 
fice  of  the  high  eft  truft  and  con¬ 
fidence  ?  It  is  impoflible,  there¬ 
fore,  to  maintain  fuch  a  principle, 
when  the  authorifed  and  avowed 
practice  of  our  own  country,  in 
departments  the  moft  exempt  from 
any  fufpicion  of  impurity,  is  in 
direft  contradiction  to  it. 

{(  In  faeft,  if  fuch  a  proceeding 
be  corrupt,  it  will  be  quite  im- 
pofiible  to  flop  here,  and  not  to 
declare  corrupt  the  very  influence 
itfelf  which  is  the  fubjett  of  it. 
If  the  buying  and  felling  be  cor¬ 
rupt,  it  can  only  be  for  reafons 
which  will  make  it  corrupt,  to 
have  the  commodity  which  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  fo  bought  and  fold. 
!  his  is  the  true  feat  of  the 
grievance,  and  the  true  place  to 
which  to  apply  the  remedy.  So 
long  as  there  are,  perfons  in  a 
fituation  to  Tty,  I  can  make  an 
offer  of  a  feat  in  parliament,  fo 
long  will  there  be  perfons  to  treat 
■with  them  for  that  ohjedft  ;  and 
the  only  effeflual  way  will  be  to 
get.  rid  of  the  influence  altogether. 
I  know  how  prompt  the  anfwer 
will  be  to  this,  that  no  two  things 
,  can  be  mere  remote  from  each 
other  than  the  juft  and  wholefome 
influence  of  property,  and  the  fale 
of  feats.  But  recollefl  that  we 
2 re  here  arguing  upon  principle j 


the  nature  of  which  is  to  unite 
things  the  moft  various  and  oppo- 
fite  in  their  individual  form3  and 
circumftanees,  and  the  quefhon  is, 
not  how  far  things  may  be  dif- 
tinguiihed,  but  how  far  thofe 
which  are  naturally  diftinguifhed, 
may  be  affitnilated  and  made  one. 

I  am  aware  that  there  is  much 
influence,  which  though  ultimately 
to  be  traced  to  property,  is  fo 
remote  from  its  primary  fource, 
as  to  retain  lirtle  or  nothing  of  its 
original  character  :  inftances  in 
which  all  that  property  may  have 
done,  is  to  have  given  to  virtue 
the  means  of  afting,  and  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  difplaying  herfelf.  I 
am  under  no  apprehenfion  for  the 
fate  of  influence  of  this  fort.  My 
honourable  friend  and  others,  not- 
withftanding  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  will  be  at  full  liberty  to  lay 
out  their  theufands  in  atfts  of 
beneficence  and  bounty,  in  build¬ 
ing  bridges  or  endowing  hofpitals, 

o  O  C  A 

in  relieving  the  wants  or  advan¬ 
cing  the  fortunes  of  the  ind  gent 
or  meritorious.  But  is  this  the 
only  way  in  which  property  exerts 
its  powers?  It  is  here  that  the 
companion  will  begin,  and  that 
the  queftion  will  be  afxed,  How, 
if  the  fale  of  a  fear,  or  any  com¬ 
mutation  of  fervices  connected 
with  fuch  an  object,  be  grofs 
corruption,  can  we  tolerate  the 
influence  which  property  gives  in 
biafling  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
are  to  give  their  vote?  How  a 
landlord,  for  inftance,  fhould  have 
more  influence  over  his  own 
tenants  than  thofe  of  another 
man  ?  How  a  larg°  manufacturer 
fit ou Id  be  able  to  bring  to  the 
poll  more  of  his  own  workmen 
than  of  thofe  of  his  neighbour  ? 
How  an  opulent  man,  of  any  de¬ 
fer  ipt  ton. 
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fctiplion,  fpending  his  fortune  in 
a  borough- town  fhould  be  able 
to  talk  of  his  influence  among  the 
fmaller  tradefmen  ;  or  to  hint  to 
his  baker  or  his  butcher,  that  lay¬ 
ing  out  every  week  fuch  a  film  with 
them  as  he  does,  he  experts  that  they 
fhould  oblige  him  by  voting  for 
his  friend  at  the  next  election. 
If  this  is  not  corrupt  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  we  are  now 
arguing,  I  know  not  what  is, 
’What  has  money  fpent  with  tradef- 
mcn,  or  work  given  to  manufac¬ 
turers,  or  farms  let  to  tenants,  to 
do  with  the  independent  and  con- 
feientious  difeharge  of  their  duty 
in  the  -.election  of  a  member  to 
ferve  them  in  parliament  ?  Or  how 
will  thofe  who  will  hear  of  nothing 
but  Arid  principle,  attempt  to 
.diftingu'ifli  between  the  influence 
which  engages  a  man’s  vote  by 
the  offer  of  a  fumof  money,  and  that 
which  forbids  the  refufal  of  it  un¬ 
der  the  penalty  of  lofs  of  cuftom,  or 
lefs  of  work  ?  I  fhall  be  curious 
to  hear  how  the  advocates  for  the 
principles  on  which  this  bill  is 
enforced,  will  be  able  to  fhew, 
that  while  it  is  grofs  corruption, 
grofs  moral  depravity  in  any  one 
who  poflefles  fuch  influence,  to 
conned  his  own  intereft  with  the 
life  of  it,  even  though  he  fhould 
not  ufe  it  improperly,  it  is  per- 
fedly  innocent  to  create  that  in¬ 
fluence  by  the  means  juft  de- 
feribed  ?  Or,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  fuch  means  are  not  lawful,  how 
the  influence  of  property  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  fuch  as  has  hitherto  been 
pradifed  and  allowed  of  ? 

“  When  I  look,  therefore,  to 
the  moral  qualities  of  thefe  ads, 
as  antecedent  to,  and  independent 
of,  pofitive  law,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
find  what  it  is,  either  upon  the 
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fcore  of  principle,  or  authority, 
that  determines  them  to  be  cor¬ 
rupt,  or  diftinguifhed  from  that 
influence  which  has  hitherto  been 
fur,  >ofed  to  be  legitimately  at¬ 
tached  to  property.  But,  what¬ 
ever  be  the  moral  conftitution  of 
thefe  ads,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  law  may  render  corrupt  any 
ad  which  it  pleafes  ;  and  we  have 
to  inquire  in  what  degree  thefe 
ads,  which  generally  fpeaking, 
are  not  corrupt,  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  fo  by  pofitive  enadmenr. 
It  has  been  faid,  that  the  corrup¬ 
tion  follows  of  neceflity,  from  the 
laws  refpeding  bribery  in  indi¬ 
vidual  voters  ;  for  that  it  is  ab- 
furd  to  fufped  the  law  of  fuch 
flagrant  inconflftency  and  injufticc, 
as  to  punifh  the  poor  for  bribery 
in  retail,  while  they  fuller  it  to 
be  pradifed  with  impunity  by  the 
rich  in  wholefale.  There  is  fornc- 
thing  fo  wildly  inconcluftve  in 
this  argument,  as  to  make  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fet  about  formally  fo 
confute  it.  There  are,  or  have 
been,  I  believe,  laws  to  reftrain 
the  retail  fale  of  fpirits.  Should 
we  think  that  a  man  argued  very 
wifely,  or  eonclufively,  who  fhould 
harangue  at  the  door  of  an  ale« 
houfe  againft  the  juftice  of  laws* 
which  could  punifh  a  publican  for 
felling  a  dram  to  a  poor  wretch, 
while  the  fame  law  did  not  fc»u* 
pie  to  permit  the  fale  of  thefe 
fpirits  by  wholefale  on  the  part  of 
the  opulent  merchant  or  planter* 
and  fhould  thence  take  occafion  to 
afk,  if  fuch  was  the  p  u  n  i  fh  m  e  n  t 
for  felling  a  dram,  what  did  they 
defi  rve  who  fold  thefe  fpirits  by 
whole  puncheons  and  fhip-loads 
rIhe  anfwer  would  be,  that  thefe 
ads  do  not  ft  and  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  of  more  or  lefs,  bos 
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are  perfeftly  difparate  and  dif- 
fimilar  ;  are  productive  of  different 
confequences,  and  to  be  regulated 
by  different  provifions ;  and  the 
inference  is  equally  falfe  by  which 
it  is  concluded,  that  the  fale  of  a 
feat  must  be  deemed  corrupt  be- 
caufe  there  are  laws  which  pro¬ 
hibit  the  gift  of  money  to  indi¬ 
vidual  voters.  Both  may  be  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  both  may  require  to  be 
prohibited,  but  not  the  one  on 
account  of  the  other. 

It  was  our  bufmefs,  then, 
Mr.  W.  continued,  to  apper¬ 
tain  what  it  was  right  for  us  to 
do,  with  refpeft  to  an  object  on 
which  neither  morals  nor  law 
prefented  to  us  any  certain  mode 
of  aftion.  It  might  be  that  what 
was  propofed  to  be  fuppreffed  was 
a  political  evil,  tending  to  render 
parliament  a  lefs  fit  inftrument  for 
promoting  the  general  welfare. 
If  fo,  in  God’s  name,  let  us  fe- 
rioufly  fet  about  deviling  the 
means  of  fuppreffing  it  ;  taking 
care  that  eradicating  what  is  bad 
we  do  not  injure  what  is  good  ; 
that  in  removing  one  evil  we  do 
not  introduce  others  far  greater; 
above  all,  that  in  attempting 
change  in  matter  fo  delicate,  we 
are  not  afting  rather  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  clamour  of  perfons 
out  of  doors,  than  in  conformity 
to  our  own  fober,  deliberate,  and 
unbiaffed  judgment. 

ft  The  fad  was,  that  the  mea- 
fure  could  not  be  confidered  other- 
wife  than  as  arifing  from  the  in¬ 
novating  temper  of  the  times  ; 
as  one  of  the  fmall  leading  fleps 
which  it  is  hoped  may  in  time 
be  made  introductory  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deftroying  the  government ; 
an  object  which  there  were  tliou- 
farids  and  thoufands  among  us  who 


were  labouring  night  and  day  to 
effeft.  This,  it  was  fa  id,  is  to 
libel  the  nation  ;  but  why  more 
fo,  he  would  afk,  than  to  fay, 
there  are  among  the  people,  rob¬ 
bers,  and  murderers,  and  offenders, 
of  all  descriptions,  who,  numerous 
as  they  are,  would  fhow  them- 
felves  much  more  fo,  if  the  fear 
of  the  law  did  not  keep  them 
down  ?  Are  there  not  as  power¬ 
ful  motives,  paffions  as  ftrong,  and 
interefts  as  urgent  to  arm  men  for 
the  overthrow  of  all  government, 
as  there  are  to  excite  them  to  any 
other  aft  of  violence  ?  There  is 
no  government,  good  or  bad, 
which  could  boaft  of  owing  its 
liability,  (or  quiet,  at  leaft)  to 
any  other  caufe  than  the  difficulty 
and  danger  of  any  attempt  to 
fubvert  it.  Let  but  hopes  be  en? 
tertained  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
projeft,  and  thoufands  will  be 
found,  who,  from  different  mo¬ 
tives,  fome  from  folly,  and  fome 
from  wickednefs ;  fome  as  knaves, 
and  more  as  dupes ;  many  from 
motives  of  intereft,  and  more 
from  motives  of  paffion  ;  fome  as 
fanatics,  others  from  mere  reft- 
leffncfs ;  but  far  the  greater  part 
from  fome  fpecies  of  bad  paffion 
or  other,  are  defirous  of  feeing 
fome  great  change  in  the  order  of 
things  as  eftablifhed.  The  means, 
indeed,  may  vary.  Formerly  the 
attempt  was  made  through  the 
medium  of  abftraft  reafoning,  and 
in  the  cafe  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution,  fucceeded.  This  mode, 
however,  has  loft  much  of  its 
efficacy.  In  feeking  to  embody 
the  natural  and  unavoidable  dif- 
contents  of  mankind  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  overturning  governments, 
which  is  the  general  description 
of  what  I  fhould  underftand  by 
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jacobinifm,  it  has  become  necef- 
fary  to  have  recourfe  to  fome- 
thing  more  folid  and  fubftantial 
than  mere  grievances  of  theory, 
and  to  take  difcontents,  whether 
reafonable  or  not,  arifing  from 
real  caufes,  and  then  to  connect 
thefe  with  fomething,  either  in 
the  practice,  or  frame  of  the 
government.  The  difcontents  you 
are  always  fure  of.  They  can 
never  be  wanting  as  long  as  men 
are  men.  In  a  country  like  this, 
efpecially,  where  a  great  portion 
of  our  immenfe  riches  is  paid  in 
contribution  to  the  public  lervice, 
no  man  will  ever  think  himfelf  as 
rich  a3  he  ought  to  be  ;  and  there 
will  ever  remain  in  the  feeling 
excited  by  the  payment  of  taxes, 
an  inexhauftible  fund  of  difcon- 
tent,  of  force  fufficient  to  produce 
any  effed,  provided  means  can  be 
found  to  give  it  proper  diredion. 
Thefe  burthens,  the  artificers  of 
revolution,  in  the  prefent  day, 
tell  the  people,  are  mainly  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  wafteful  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  public  money  in 
jobs  and  corruption ;  in  finecure 
places  and  penfions.  Once  per- 
fuade  the  people,  that  their  pay¬ 
ments  and  burdens  are  the  con- 
fequence  of  abufe  and  mifmanage- 
ment  in  the  government,  and  you 
produce  a  ftate  of  feeling  adequate 
to  almoft  any  purpofe  for  which  it 
can  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Windham  then  entered  into 
an  examination  of  thefe  abufes,  the 
fubjed  of  fo  much  clamour  and 
refentment,  and  of  the  degree  in 
which  they  were  likely  to  be  cor- 
reded  bv  what  is  called  a  reform 
in  parliaments.  By  abufes  were 
meant  either  abufe  of  patronage, 
or  the  embezzling  or  corruptly  ap¬ 
plying  the  public  money.  With 
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refped  to  this  laft,  the  idea  of  fuch 
an  offence  exifting  among  thofe 
who  can  properly  be  called  the 
government,  could  only  be  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  grofs  imaginations  of 
perfons  totally  ignorant  of  the 
principles  and  motives  by  which 
men  in  fuch  fituations  muft  of  ne- 
cefiity  be  aduated.  As  to  the 
abufe  of  patronage,  he  allowed 
that  the  imputation  was  too  fre¬ 
quently  juft,  and  that  nothing 
could  exceed  the  greedinefs,  the 
felfilhnefs,  the  infatiable  voracity, 
the  profligate  difregard  of  all 
claims  from  merit  or  fervice,  which 
was  often  feen  in  perfons  in  high 
official  fituations,  in  providing  for 
themfelves  or  relations.  But  the 
evil  here,  however,  had  neceflarily 
a  limit  in  the  number  of  the  claim¬ 
ants.  When  the  leech  was  full, 
it  would  drop  off  of  itfelf.  But 
what  fhould  fet  bounds  to  thofe 
ftreams  of  abufe,  that  took  their 
rife  among  the  people  themfelves  ? 
to  whom,  in  fad,  might  be  traced 
the  fource  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
jobs  that  are  done  in  the  army  and 
navy,  and  other  departments  of 
ftate.  Again,  with  refped  to  the 
abufes  of  fraud,  embezzlement,  and 
peculation,  by  which  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  country  is  fwelled  be¬ 
yond  its  natural  fize,  with  what 
approach  to  truth  or  propriety  can 
we  fpeak  of  thefe  as  abufes  in  the 
government  ?  Is  it  an  abufe  of  the 
perfons  holding  high  offices,  that 
ftorekeepers  in  the  colonies  em¬ 
bezzle  public  ftores,  that  grofs 
frauds  are  daily  and  hourly  prac- 
tifed  on  the  revenue ;  that  cuftorn- 
houfe  and  excife  officers  are  bribed 
to  betray  their  truft,  and  that  all 
thofe  with  whom  government  has 
dealings  have  no  confideration  but 
how  to  cheat  the  public  by  every 
[//  4  j  means 


120]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  lSOg 


means  in  their  power  ?  The  fact 
is,  when  the  matter  comes  to  he 
examined,  that  it  is-  the  people 
throughout  who  are  cheating  the 
people;  the  people  individually, 
cheating  the  people  collectively, 
and  then  finding  in  their  own 
frauds  and  knaveries  a  reafon  for 
tearing  to  pieces  the  government. 
How  is  government  a  party  to 
thefe  frauds?  its  crime,  in  fad,  is 
that  of  not  being  able,  with  all 
its  efforts,  animated  even  by  the 
ifrongeft  fenfe  of  felf-intereft,  to 
prevent  the  crimes  of  others.  By 
far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
abufes  which  do  final' y  reach  the 
government,  proceed  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  themfelves.  They  are  the  bribes 
which  government  pays  to  them, 
diredly  or  indiredly,  to  prevent 
them  from  deftroying  the  govern¬ 
ment.  But  the  great  mafs  of  abufe, 
forming  ninety  nine  hundredths  of 
the  whole,  and  which  alone  afFeds 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  both 
bep-ins  and  ends  with  themfelves. 

O 

“  Now  the  remedy  propofed  for 
all  this  abufe,  is  to  reform  the  par¬ 
liament  ;  that  is,  by  extending 
the  reprefentation,  to  multiply  a- 
hundred  fold  the  chief  caufes  to 
which  it  is  to  be  at  prefen t  af- 
cribed.  The  reform  wanted,  in 
fad,  is  either  a  reform  of  the 
whole  people,  which  it  would  be 
childifh  to  exped,  or  a  reform  in 
the  government,  by  arming  it  with 
fuch  new  powers  as  would  be 
wholly  incompatible  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  our  conftitution.  There 
are  but  three  ways  by  which  man¬ 
kind  can  be  governed;  their  vir¬ 
tues,  their  interefis,  or  their  fears. 
The  firft  would  be  the  better  way, 
bur  if  the  fad  (hould  be  that  there 
are  numbers  who  cannot  be  brought 
to  fupport  even  what  they  them¬ 


felves  approve,  without  being  paid 
for  it ;  there  is  no  other  way  in  a 
free  government  to  carry  on  the 
public  fervice,  but  to  gain  over 
fuch  perfons  by  their  interefis, 
which,  in  the  language  of  the  time, 
is  to  be  guilty  oF  corruption — but 
a  corruption,  the  guilt  of  which 
cannot  furely  be  charged  on  the 
government.  In  governments  of 
another  fort  the  cafe  is  different  ; 
in  that  of  Buonaparte,  tor  inftance, 
there  exifts  no  more  necefiity  for 
corruption,  than  in  a  nation  of  men 
perfedly  wife  and  virtuous  ;  and 
I  will  pay  it  the  homage  to  fay, 
that  it  either  is,  or  may  be,  one 
of  the  freefi  from  abufes  of  any 
that  ever  exified.”  Mr.  Windham 
concluded,  by  fiiortly  adverting  to 
the  particular  meafure  before  the 
houfe,  which  he  oppofed,  as  mean¬ 
ing  to  corred  a  pradice  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  Ihew  had  no 
crime  or  evil  in  it,  abftradedly 
confidered,  and  as  tending  to  en¬ 
courage,  without  in  any  degree 
fatisfying,  the  clamours  of  what 
was  called  the  public. 

The  degree  of  length  in  which 

o  o 

we  have  ventured  to  indulge,  in 
attempting  to  make  an  a  lift  rad  of 
this  important  fpeech — a  length, 
neverthelefs,  very  inadequate  to 
the  purpofe  of  affording  our  readers 
a  fufiicient  idea  of  its  uncommon 
ability,  will  neceffarily  reft  rid  the 
degree  of  fpace  which  we  can 
afford  to  the  remainder  of  the  de¬ 
bate.  When  the  houfe  was  formed, 
into  a  committee  upon  T 
the  fuhjed,  the  fpeaker  ^dne  J* 
arofe,  and  in  a  fuccind  and 
able  fpeech,  delivered  his  fen- 
timents  upon  a  point  refpeding 
which  he  conceived  the  houfe  had 
an  efpecial  claim  to  demand  them. 
The  queftion  before  them,  he  ob- 
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ferved,  was  whether  (eats  in  this 
houfe  fhould  henceforth  be  publicly 
faleable.  Upon  that  they  had  to 
decide,  aye  or  no.  To  do  nothing 
was  to  do  every  thing.  To  for¬ 
bear,  to  reprobate  the  traffic,  was 
to  give  it  legality  and  fandion. 
That  the  practice  was  a  high  par¬ 
liamentary  offence,  every  page  of 
our  hiftory,  flatutes,  and  journals, 
appeared  to  him  to  bear  evidence  ; 
and  with  fuch  flagrant  proofs 
of  its  having  broken  through 
all  exifling  checks,  it  became  the 
houfe  to  put  it  down  by  a  new- 
prohibitory  law.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  fuggefted  many  falutary 
provificns,  of  which  feveral  were 
adopted.  But  the  original  bill  of 
Mr.  Cur  wen,  in  the  courfe  of  its 
progrefs  through  the  committee, 
was  fated  to  undergo,  from  the 
chaftening  hand  of  Mr.  Perceval,  a 
fpecies  of  purgation,  which  left  to 
it  little  traceof  its  original  features. 
The  penalty  for  making  any  gift 
or  promife,  to  obtain  a  return,  was 
fixed  at  i,oco /.  and  the  offending 
perfon  was  to  be  rendered  incapa¬ 
ble  of  fitting  for  the  place  in 
queftion.  Mr.  Bankes’s  propofal, 
that  he  fhould  be  excluded  from 
the  whole  of  the  parliament,  to 
which  he  had  been  thus  unduly  re¬ 
turned,  was  rejected.  Mr.  Perce¬ 
val  equally  objeded  to  the  oath 
which  Mr.  Curwen  had  propofed 
to  be  adminiftered  to  the  perfon 
eluded,  from  the  difficulty  of  qua¬ 
lifying  and  deferibing  the  ads,  to 
which  it  was  to  refer,  withfuffici- 
ent  precifion.  He  moreover  con¬ 
sidered  it  as  utterly  unfafe  to  adopt 
the  claufe,  which  in  the  original 
bill  extended  to  the  promife  of 
offices,  exprefs  or  implied  j  the  ef- 
fed  of  which  would  be,  he  faid, 
that  none  would  either  a  fir  or  re- 
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ceire  an  office  without  the  rifk  of 
a  convidion  for  a  mifdemeanor, 
however  innocent;  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  on  which  the  jury  would 
have  to  decide  upon  would  be,  that 
a  member  had  procured  an  office 
for  a  friend  who  had  voted  for  him 
at  an  eledion.  He  fhould  there¬ 
fore  move  the  omiffion  of  the  word 
implied A  vehement  difeuffion 
took  place  upon  thefe  two  points, 
particularly  the  laft,  which  went, 
it  was  contended,  to  difarm  the 
whole  force  of  the  bill ;  and  Lord 
Henry  Petty  moved,  that  the  word 
exptefs  alfo  fhould  be  left  out.  On 
a  divifion,  however,  the  obnoxi¬ 
ous  word  was  retained,  by  97  votes 
to  74.  The  bill  was  now  difclaim- 
ed  by  almoft  all  its  original  fup- 
porters,  but  Mr.  Curwen  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  it  his  name  and  protec¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Windham  ridiculed  this  af- 
fedion  of  the  hon.  member’s  for 
a  child  not  his  own,  a  mere 
cfeangfding  ;  and  obferved,  that  he 
feemed  to  think  half  his  meafure 
better  than  none  of  it.  But  though 
half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no 
bread,  not  fo  half  a  reform.  “  I 
deprecated  the  bill  originally,” 
continued  he,  “  becaufe  1  faw  the 
difficulty  of  flopping  at  the  point 
which  might  be  w  iflied  ;  it  is  eafy 
to  remove  any  abufe,  if  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  abufe  were  the  only 
thing  to  be  cOnfidered.  To  take 
off  a  wen,  the  butcher  would  do  as 
well  as  the  furgeon,  were  no  con- 
fiderations  necelfaryof  what  might 
be  the  confequence  of  cutting  it 
off  unfkilfully,  I  am  no  enemy  to 
the  influence  which  the  crown  at 
prefen  t  poffdfes ;  the  ant  agon  ill 
influence  which  it  has  to  contend 
with  ought  to  be  confidered  :  all 
mariner  of  perfons  are  ufually  con- 

ipirins 
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fpiring  againft  the  government,  and 
it  is  neceffary  that  the  government 
fhould  be  ftrong  enough  to  coun¬ 
teract  them.  It  is  degrading  and 
impolitic  for  a  government  to 
comply  with  every  temporary  po¬ 
pular  opinion ;  but  it  is  more  de¬ 
grading  to  delude  the  people,  by 
giving  them  what  was  worfe  than 
nothing.”  On  adivifion,  that  the 
bill  do  pafs,  the  members  were  97 
to  8$  in  favour  of  it.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  amendment  was  then  pro- 
pofed  by  Lord  Folk  ft  one,  to  en¬ 
title  the  bill,  (i  a  bill  for  more 
effeftually  preventing  the  fale  of 
feats  in  parliament  for  money,  and 
for  promoting  a  monoply  thereof 
to  the  treafury,  by  means  of  pa¬ 
tronage.*'  The  houfe  a&ually  di¬ 
vided  upon  the  amendment,  and 
28  were  found  to  fupport  it. 

The  bill,  on  its  introdu&ion  to 
I  the  lords,  was  fupported 

June  15.  ^  Lord  Liverpool,  and 

oppofed  by  Lord  Grofvenor.  Lord 
Sidmouth  animadverted  on  much  of 
its  provifions,  but  approved  of  it 
upon  the  whole,  for  the  fake  of  the 
fentiments  expreffed  in  the  pream¬ 
ble,  which  he  thought  furnilhed 
good  ground  for  a  better  fuperftruc- 
ture.  It  pa(Ted.  On  the  fame  day  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  in  the  commons, 
brought  forward  his  plan  of  re¬ 
form,  which  he  prefaced  by  a 
fpeech,  not  diftinguilhed  either  by 
the  novelty  of  its  topics,  or  the 
ingenuity  of  its  reafoning.  The 
plan,  as  propofed  by  the  hon.  ba¬ 
ronet,  was  that  freeholders,  houfe- 
holders,  and  others  fubjeCI  to  di- 
reCI  taxation  in  fupport  of  the 
poor,  the  church,  and  the  Hate, 
be  required  to  eled  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament.  That  each 
county  be  fubdivided  according  to 
its  taxed  male  population,  and  each 


fubdivilion  required  to  eled  one 
reprefentative ;  that  the  votes  be 
taken  in  each  parilh  by  the  parifh 
officers,  and  all  the  eledions  finilh 
in  one  and  the  fame  day  ;  and  that 
parliaments  be  brought  back  to  a 
conllitutional  duration.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  fcheme,  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  ftated  to  be,  that  it  would 
be  lefs  difficult  to  return  a  whole 
parliament,  than  to  fettle  a  difpute 
at  a  veftry  about  a  pauper.  There 
would  be  no  bribery,  perjury, 
drunkennefs,  riot,  or  jobbing.  The 
political  advantages  which  would 
follow  the  adoption  of  fueh  a 
reform  were  incalculable,  and  the 
only  defcriptions  of  perfons  who 
would  have  to  complain  of  it  were 
the  boroughmongers,  the  lawyers, 
and  the  king’s  printer.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving,  that  ((  the 
houfe  would  early  next  feffion  take 
into  confideration  the  neceffity  of 
a  reform  in  the  reprefentation." 
The  difcuffion  which  followed  waa 
(hort,  and  unimportant.  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval  pointed  out  fome  of  the  in¬ 
conveniences  attending  upon  the 
plan,  which  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Madocks  and  Mr.  Hurchinfon. 
Upon  a  divifion  the  numbers  were, 
for  the  motion  15,  againft  it  74. 

A  few  weeks  before,  a  meeting 
of  the  friends  of  parlia-  - 
mentary  reform  had  *iune  *9* 
taken  place  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fpeech  delivered  upon  this  occaiion, 
Mr.  Wardle  was  ftated  to  have 
affirmed  that,  among  the  other  ad¬ 
vantages  attending  on  a  radical  re¬ 
form,  was  the  adoption  of  an  im¬ 
proved  fyftem  of  economy  in  the 
national  expenditure,  by  which  not 
lefs  than  11,000,000/.  of  taxes 
might  be  ftruck  off.  In  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  Mr.  Curwen’s  bill,  Mr. 

Tierney* 
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Tietney  called  upon  Colonel  War- 
dle  to  explain  the  means  by  which 
fo  defirable  a  confummation  might 
be  effedled ;  and,  accordingly,  on 
the  lad  day  but  one  of  the  feflion, 
that  gentleman  came  forward  for 
the  purpofe  of  fubftantiating  his 
propofition.  We  fhall  not  follow 
the  hon.  gentleman  through  the 
detail  of  an  elaborate  fpeech,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  touched  upon 
almoft  every  branch  of  the  public 
fervice;  it  will  be  fufficient,  for 
the  purpofe  of  affording  the  reader 
fome  notion  of  the  nature  of  the 
economical  reform  propofed,  to  ex¬ 
tract  a  few  articles  from  the  reca¬ 
pitulation  of  the  favings  by  which 
this  extraordinary  retrenchment 
was  to  be  effe&ed.  In  the  firft 
place,  the  two  regiments  of  horfe- 
guards  were  to  be  difbanded,  our 
cavalry  force  reduced  a  fourth,  the 
foreign  corps,  25,000  ftrong, 
broken  up,  the  royal  ftaff  corps 
abolifhed,  half  of  the  militia  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  abfent  during  the  har- 
veft  months,  by  which  300,000/., 
would  be  faved  j  the  volunteers 
made  to  ferve  without  pay  or 
clothing,  fimilar  reductions  to  be 
made  in  the  local  militia,  in  the 
commiffariat,  the  general  ftaff,  the 
recruiting  flaff,  the  medical,  bar¬ 
rack,  and  clothing  departments. 
The  other  items  were  chiefly ;  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue 
1,400,000/.  audit  department 
70,000/.  fum  charged  by  the  bank 
lor  management  of  the  national 
debt  210,000/.  penfions  and  fine- 
cures  200,000/.  colonies  500,000 /. 
catholic  emancipation  2,000,000/. 
This  laft  article  will  require  fome 
explanation.  Colonel  Wardle  was 
of  opinion,  that  by  the  adoption 
ol  that  meafure,  the  expence  of 
our  military  eflablifhmcnts  in  Ire¬ 


land  would  become  wholly  unne 
ceffary.  To  the  above  was  to  be 
added  afaving  of  nearly6, 000,000/. 
in  the  naval  department,  which  the 
colonel  took  for  granted,  on  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  Admiral  Markham’s  affer- 
tion,  that  one-third  of  the  naval  ex- 
pences  of  the  country  might  be  re¬ 
trenched  under  a  proper  fyftem  of 
adminiftration.  The  whole  amount 
of  thefe  favings  was  between  1 6  and 
17,000,000/.  He  concluded  with 
moving  for  a  feries  of  accounts 
relating  to  the  expenditure  in  the 
various  departments  he  had  alluded 
to.  Mr.  Hulkiffon  replied  to  this 
ftatement,  at  greater  detail  than 
its  prepofterous  abfurdity  feemed  to 
make  neceffary.  The  papers  moved 
for  were  granted  without  oppofi- 
tion. 

It  may  be  as  well  that  we  fhould 
here  give,  what  may  almoft  be 
confidered  as  the  conclulion  of  the 
gallant  colonel’s  political  careeer. 
Shortly  after  the  clofe  of 
the  feflion,  an  a&ion  was 
brought  againft  him  by 
holfterer,  of  the  name  of  Wright, 
for  the  amount  of  goods  fupplied 
by  the  plaintiff  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  on 
the  credit  of  Colonel  Wardle.  The 
colonel  denied  that  he  had  in  any 
way  made  himfelf  refponfible  to  the 
tradefman  for  the  payment ;  but  the 
evidence  adduced,  particularly  that 
of  Mrs.  Clarke  herfelf,  who  ex¬ 
plained  that  fhe  was  to  receive  this 
favour  in  return  for  her  informa¬ 
tion  and  affiftance  in  the  late  in¬ 
quiry,  was  fatisfactory  both  to 
the  court  and  jury  in  favour  of 
Wright,  who  accordingly  obtained 
a  verditft.  As  Colonel  Wardle 
had,  at  a  public  meeting,  affirmed 
his  perfuafion  that  Mrs.  Clarke,  in 
coming  forward  upon  the  occafion 
of  “  tMe  inquiry,”  was  actuated 

folely 


July  3* 


an 


up- 


124]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180<) 


foie l y  by  a  love  for  her  country ,  the 
difclofures  which  took  place  upon 
this  trial  were,  in  more  ways  than 
one,  difagreeable  to  him.  He  im¬ 
mediately  published  an  add  refs  to 
the  nation,  in  which  he  affirmed 
that  the  verdidl  had  been  obtained 
by  perjury  alone,  and  pledged  him- 
felt  to  prove  that  fact,  as  foon  as 
the  forms  of  the  law  would  allow 
him.  Accordingly,  an  adion  was 

y.  brought  againft  Mrs. 

.Dec.  11.  Ciarke  and  Wright  f,r 

a  cotfpiracy.  The  evidence  ad¬ 
duced  in  fubflantiation  of  this 
charge  was  in  no  refped  con- 
clufive,  and  went  little  further 
than  to  fhew  that  Wright  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  vouching  for  the 
refpedability  of  Mrs.  Ciarke,  and 
had  in  general  an  underhanding 
with  her.  In  their  defence,  the 
defendants  lay  under  confiderable 
di fad  vantage,  for  by  including 
them  all  in  an  adion  for  confpi. 
racy,  iuRead  ol  adopting  the  more 
natural  proceeding  of  feparately 
indicting  them  for  perjury,  Colo¬ 
nel  Wardle  had  rendered  them  in¬ 
capable  of  giving  teilimony  as  to 
the  fads  in  quell  ion,  A  Mr. 
Stokes,  Mr.  Wright's  attorney, 
was  however  called  in,  and  lie  af¬ 
firmed,  that  having,  during 
the  late  investigation,  received 
a  fummons  to  attend  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  had  waited  upon 
Colonel  Wardle,  and  remonflrated 
with  him  on  the  danger  of  his 
being  fubjeded  to  a  crofs-exami- 
nation,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
might  be  obliged  to  confefs  that 
Mrs.  Clarke  had  told  him  fhe  ex- 
peded  to  derive  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantage  from  her  evidence.  He 


further  affierted,  that  he  had  aa- 
vifed  Colonel  Wardle  not  to  call 
Wright,  as  he  did  not  think  that 
he  would  conceal  the  truth  refped- 
ing  the  furnifhing  of  the  houfe, 
and  that  even  were  he  fo  inclined, 
it  was  doubtful  whether  he  had 
head  to  evade  the  queflion.  He 
affirmed  too  that  the  colonel  had, 
in  both  inftances,  acquiefced  in  his 
fu2»eftions.  All  this  Colonel  War- 

o  o 

die  pofitively  fwore  to  be  falfe. 
He  admitted  that  he  had  forborne 
to  call  Wright,  but  denied  that  it 
was  for  the  reafon  affigned  by 
Stokes,  or  that  Stokes  had  ever 
alluded  to  any  fuch  fubjedt  as  the 
furnifhing  of  the  houfe  for  Mrs. 
Clarke.  The  cafe  thus  refled,  for 
the  moll  part,  upon  the  feveral 
affeverations  of  Colonel  Wardle 
and  Mr.  Stokes.  Aeainfl  the  evi- 
dence  of  this  lafl,  it  was  obferv- 
ed,  as  extraordinary,  that  it  had 
not  been  brought  forward  upon  the 
former  trial.  Eut  upon  the  whole, 
both  the  court  and  the  jury  de¬ 
cided  in  his  favour,  as  having  lefs 
oflenfible  motives  to  prevent  his 
fpeaking  the  truth,  and  a  verdidt 
was  given  for  the  defendants.  The 
nature  and  refult  of  thefe  trials 
naturally  tended  to  dim  the  luflre 
of  Mr.  Wardle's  popularity  with 
the  bulk  of  the  nation  ;  but  his 
more  immediate  admirers  and  par- 
tifans  did  not  as  yet  abandon  him: 
a  fubfcription  wras  opened,  and  a 
fum  of  fome  thoufands  quickly 
raifed,  to  defray  the  Ioffes  and  ex- 
penfes  which  he  had  incurred  in  the 
courfe  of  what  was  efleemed  his 
patriotic  warfare  again!!:  the  public 
corruptions. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means .  Amount  of  Supplies  ' voted '.  Amount  of  the 
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for  increafnv  difpfeable  Force  of  the  Country .  Transference  of  Service 

from  the  Militia.  Propcfei  Bounty  for  enlifing  in  the  Militia.  Rcfulfs 
of  the  Meafure  of  a  Local  Militia.  Bill  introduced  for  regulating  the 
Bounties  of  it.  Affairs  of  the  Eaf  India  Company.  Committee  of  In¬ 
quiry  renewed.  Report  of  the  Committee  to  Inquire  into  the  D fribution 
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obtained  their  Appointments.  Riot  ion  of  Sir  T.  Turtott  on  the  Subjedl. 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Expenditure  refpediing  the  Dutch  Com- 
mijfioner.  Speech  cf  Mr.  Ord,  who  moves  certain  Reflations.  Cafe  of 
Air.  John  Bowles.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defends  the  Conduct 
of  Government  in  the  Affair.  Mr.  Thornton  moves  an  Amendment ,  which 
is  carried.  Lord  R or  chef  e  A  s  Motion  to  prohibit  the  granting  of  Offers 

in  Reverft ion .  Mr.  Perceval  oppofes  it.  It  is  lof  by  a  fmail  Majority » 

Mr.  Whitbread  moves  a  Reflation  to  limit  the  Number  of  Placemen  in 
the  Houfe.  Obfervations  of  Air.  Rofe  upon  the  Subjedl.  Mr.  Canning 
defends  the  propriety  of  the  Ad miff  on  of  fuch  Perjons.  The  M  tion  is 
negatived.  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  to  amend  the  Bankrupt 
Laws.  Account  of  its  Provifonsi  and  of  the  Evils  it  is  intended  to  remedy. 
Remark  re  spelling  the  inefficiency  off  the  Law's  againff  fraudulent 
Bankrupts ,  and  the  real  Caufe  of  it.  Bill  paffed  in  both  Houfes . 
Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Inflvent  Debtors ,  introduced  by  Sir  T.  Turtott. 
Lord  Erftine’s  Bill  rfpediing  Cruelty  to  Animals  paffed  the  Upper  Houfe, 
Lojl  in  the  Commons.  Able  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham  on  the  Subjedl. 
Scotch  Judicature  Bill.  Motion  off  Air.  Pereval  for  an  Increaf  off  Sa¬ 
lary  to  the  judges.  Vote  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  Clergy.  S'anding 
Order  moved  in  the  Upper  Houfe  by  Lord  Auckland. '3  refpediing  Introduc¬ 
tion  of  Divorce  Bills.  DfcuJJion  on  the  Subjedl  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

AN  the  i  2th  of  May  the  houfe 
A  went  inro  a  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  From  the  ft  a  te¬ 


nant  of  Mr.  Perceval,  it  appeared 
that  the  fupplies  voted  were 
5  3,86 1,99-0/.  or,  deducing  pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  of  fupply,  and  civil  lift  for 
Ireland,  there  would  remain  on 
account  of  England,  47,588,024/. 
To  meet  thefe  fupplies,  the  ways 
and  means  provided  amounted  to 
47,718,052 /.  leaving  a  furplus  of 
130,028/.  The  whole  of  the  loan 
for  the  year  was  14,600,000/.  of 
which  3,000,000/.  were  for  Ire¬ 
land,  and  600,000/.  for  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal ;  fo  that  the 
loan  for  the  fervice  of  England  was 
11,000,000/.  The  terms  for  which 
the  loan  had  been  taken  up  were 
particularly  advantageous  to  the 
public.  The  amount  of  intereft 
paid  on  each  1 00/.  was  4/.  1 2s.  iod. 
a  rate  at  which  the  nation  had 
never  before  been  able  to  borrow 
money,  and  at  which  it  was  hardly 
poffible  for  any  individual,  how¬ 
ever  well  fecured  or  prompt  his 
payment  might  be,  to  procure  a 
loan.  The  loan  to  the  Regent  of 
Portugal  was  fecured,  both  as  to 
the  payment  of  the  intereft,  and 
ultimately  of  the  principal,  by  an 
aflienment  of  the  revenues  of  the 

O 

ifland  of  Madeira,  together  with 
a  confignment  of  fuch  produce  of 
the  Brafils,  as  belonged  to  the 
regent,  or  to  his  agents,  and  was 
at  that  time  in  this  country. 

In  a  former  part  of  the  feflion, 
Mr.  Perceval  had  fubmitted  a  pro¬ 
portion,  which  was  fan&ioned  by 
the  houfe,  for  funding  8,000,000/. 
of  exchequer  bills.  He  now  ftated, 


that  the  furn  a&ually  funded  under 
that  fandlion  was  7,932,100/.  the 
capital  created  by  that  operation 
amounted  to  8,253,654/.  The 
charge  for  management  and  linking 
fund  upon  this  capital  was 
495,221/.  that  upon  the  loan  was 
651,345/.  making  the  total  charge 
upon  both  operations  i,  146,566/** 
To  provide  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  annual  charge  thus  created,  he 
intended  this  year  to  apply  to  the 
war  taxes,  rather  than  to  refort  to 
any  new  fource  of  taxation  ;  with¬ 
out  however  meaning,  in  any  fu¬ 
ture  year,  to  adopt  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  he  had  difapproved  as 
adopted  by  Lord  Henry  Petty. 
The  whole  of  the  charge,  how¬ 
ever,  would  not  thus  be  defrayed. 
By  a  bill  for  the  confolidation  of 
the  cuftoms,  an  addition  would  be 
obtained  to  the  permanent  taxes  of 
105,000/.  and  a  fum  of  nearly  the 
fame  amount  by  the  operation  of  a 
fimilar  bill  in  the  war  taxes,  which 
would  be  applied  in  diminution  of 
the  annual  charge,  fo  that  he  fhould 
not  have  to  apply  to  the  war  taxes 
for  much  more  than  one  million. 
In  the  fupplies  a  vote  of  credit  ot 
3,000,000/.  for  England,  had  been 
taken,  refpe&ing  the  application 
of  which,  any  detailed  explanation 
would  not  then  be  expe&ed.  But 
there  was  one  circumftance  relat¬ 
ing  to  this  fubjeft,  to  which  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  refer.  No  treaty 


*  Mr.  Perceval  here  obferved,  that  the  companion  of  the  terms  upon  which  the 
money  for  the  fervice  of  laft  year  had  been  railed,  and  thole  upon  which  the  prelent 
loan  had  been  effedted,  was  highly  l’atislaftory.  The  amount  of  exchequer-bills 
funded  laft  year  did  not  exceed  four  millions,  and  were  funded  at  an  interelt  ol  51. 
4s.  9|d.,  with  a  finking  fund  charge  of  ll.  Is.  d.  per  cent.,  making  together  a  charge 
of  6k  5s.  llfd.  The  operation  this  year  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  1  alt,  ami  the 
whole  charge  upon  it  was  only  61.  3s.  lO^d.  per  cent.  The  loan  of  laft  year 
amounted  to  eight  millions,  and  was  raifed  at  an  intereft  of  41.  14s.  6-£d.  per  cent.  ; 
while  that  for  the  prel'ent  year,  confifting  of  more  than  fourteen  millions,  was  railed 
at  an  intereft  of  41.  12s.  lOd. 


hoftilities, 
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had  been  entered  into  with  Auftria 
previous  to  the  war  in  which  ihe 
had  lately  engaged;  neverthelefs 
(he  had,  on  the  commencement  of 
Jioftilities,  without  any  communi¬ 
cation  with  his  Majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  drawn  bills  upon  this  coun¬ 
try,  which  bills  it  had  not  been 
deemed  right  to  pay  until  the  cir- 
cumftance  fhould  be  communicated 
to  parliament.  A  friendly  remon- 
ftrance  had  been  immediately  tranf- 
mitted  to  Vienna  on  the  fubjedt, 
and  they  were  told  that,  if  done 
at  all,  it  muft  be  done  with  the 
confent  of  parliament. 

In  reply  to  fome  obfervations  of 
Lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr.  Canning 
remarked,  that  it  was  perfectly 
underftood  by  Sweden,  that  her 
making  a  feparate  peace  advan¬ 
tageous  to  herfelf,  if  it  did  not 
oblige  her  to  become  hoftile  to 
Great  Britain,  would  be  accept¬ 
able  to  this  country.  A  fimilar 
fpirit  had  characterifed  our  com¬ 
munications  with  Auftria.  Go¬ 
vernment  had  ftated  that  Auftria, 
as  well  as  every  other  nation,  was 
the  belt  judge  of  her  own  interefts ; 
that  there  was  no  difpofition  on 
the  part  of  England,  for  the  fake 
of  any  combination  againft  the 
common  enemy,  or  for  any  tem¬ 
porary  diverfion  in  the  caufe  of 
Spain,  to  commit  her  in  a  prema¬ 
ture  ftruggle,  or  to  fee  her  en¬ 
gaged  in  war  on  any  but  Auftrian 
grounds.  This  was  the  tenor  of 
all  our  communications  with  that 
power.  At  the  fame  time  it  was 
ftated,  that  if  Ihe  was  committed 
in  war  with  France,  for  her  own 
defence,  it  was  the  difpofition  of 
government  to  afford  her  all  the 
limited  aftiftance  which  the  ftate  of 
the  times  allowed.  No  fpecific 
promife  of  aftiftance  had  been  held 


out  to  her,  and  indeed  the  aflur- 
ance  in  this  refpeft  had  been  fo  fe- 
ftri&ed,  that  it  might  be  doubted 
whether  it  would  not  a£t  as  a 
check,  rather  than  an  encourage¬ 
ment.  Whatever  might  be  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  aid  intended,  it  was  thought 
proper,  for  obvious  reafons,  not  to 
define  it.  When  circumftances 
changed  in  every  quarter,  not  only 
every  month,  hut  every  day,  it  was 
impoftibie  to  meafure  the  extent  of 
the  fuccour  that  it  might  become 
the  liberality,  or  be  neceftary  for 
theiniereft, of thiscountry  toafford; 
it  was  therefore  thought  beft  that 
fuch  aftiftance  fhould  be  afked  in 
the  fhape  of  a  vote  of  credit.  A 
(hort  difcuftion  followed,  in  which 
the  moft  remarkable  thing  was  the 
affertion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  that 
in  commencing  the  war  Auftria  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith; 
an  expreflion  which  drew  down 
upon  him  the  moft  pointed  animad- 
verfions  from  Mr.  Ponfonby.  The 
refolutions  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  were  then  agreed  to. 

Although  the  financial  fcheme 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exhequer 
met  with  no  oppofition  in  the  firft 
inftance,  yet  that  part  of  it  which 
went  to  charge  the  war  taxes  with 
the  intereft  of  the  loan,  became 
fubfequently  the  fubjedl  of  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Vanfittart,  who,  on 
the  laft  day  of  the  feflion,  at  the 
clofe  of  a  fpeech  in  which  he  fhew- 
ed  the  impolicy  of  fuch  a  method 
of  meeting  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  country,  moved  a  long  feries 
of  refolutions  relating  to  the  public 
refources  and  expendituie,  and 
tending  to  (hew  that,  under  all  our 
difficulties,  our  means  were  ade¬ 
quate  to  every  exertion  we  fhould 
be  called  upon  to  make.  Thefe 
refolutions  were  agreed  to  without 

difcuftion 
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difcuffion  or  oppofition.  (Vide 
Appendix.) 

The  quota  for  Ireland,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  prefent  year,  was 
6,796,769/.  I rifh  currency*  which 
when  added  to  a  charge  of 
3,690,404/.  for  intereft  and  fink¬ 
ing  fund,  formed  a  total  fupply  of 
10,487,200/.  To  meet  this,  the 
wavs  and  means  provided  con¬ 
fined  of,  unappropriated  balances 
1,514,694/.  eftimated  revenue 
4  500,000/.  lo;n  4,500,000/.  in 
all,  10,514,694/.  The  intereft  and 
finking  fund  upon  the  money  bor¬ 
rowed  would  compofe  a  charge  of 
212.800/.  for  the  prefent  year, 
which  would  be  defrayed  by  the 
eftimated  increafe  of  revenue  arif- 
ingfrom  a  prohibition  of  the  ufe  of 
raw  corn  in  brewery,  an  increafe  of 
duty  on  the  ftrength  offpirits,  and 
an  increafe  of  the  quantity  of  work 
on  licenfed  ft  ills.  Sir  John  Newport 
doubted  thefufficiency  of  thefe  means 
to  fupply  the  deficit  in  queftion  ; 
and  he  further  obferved,  that  it  was 
quite  immaterial  what  portion  of 
grofs  revenue  was  raifed  upon  the 
people,  if  the  ex pences  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  boards  were  to  be  allowed 
to  go  on  increafing  as  they  had 
done  hitherto;  of  this  apparent 
abufe  he  quoted  fome  glaring  in- 
llances,  which  however  were,  for 
the  moft  part,  fatisfadorily  ex¬ 
plained  by  Mr.  Fofter.  Sir  John 
Newport  alfo  adverted  to  the  ftate 
of  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland, 
which,  he  obferved,  had  increafed 
in  the  proportion  of  fifteen  to  four, 
while  the  ratio  of  the  increafe  of 
revenue  was  only  fifteen  to  eight 
and  a  half. 

It  was  voted  that  130,000 
v  feamen  fhould  be  em- 

eo*  3*  ployed  for  the  prefent 
year,  including  31,400  royal  ma¬ 


rines.  Mr.  Ward  ftated,  that  1  lie 
eftimates  for  this  number  of  fea¬ 
men  and  marines,  were  precifely 
the  fame  in  amount  with  the  efti¬ 
mates  of  the  laft  year,  although  a  few 
alterations  had  been  made  in  the 
comparative  amount  of  fome  of  the 
branches.  The  allowance  for  wear 
and  tear  was  laft  year  taken  at 
3/.  per  man,  while  the  monthly 
provifion  for  viduals  was  eftimat¬ 
ed  at  only  1  /.  19;.  per  man.  The 
latter  eftimate  fell  as  much  below 
the  adual  expenditure  as  the  former 
was  above  it,  and  it  was  therefore 
thought  proper  to  reduce  both  to 
an  amount  that  fhould  be  nearcft 
the  truth,  by  taking  a  guinea  from 
the  allowance  for  wear  and  tear, 
and  adding  it  to  that  for  victuals. 
The  following  fums  were  then 
voted  by  the  committee  :  for  wages 
for  130,000  feamen  and  marines, 
at  1/.  17*.  per  month,  3,126.500/. 
For  wear  and  tear  of  flips  during 
the  fame  period,  3,295,500/.  For 
viduals  for  the  fame  time, 
4*985,500/.  Mr.  Ward  obferved, 
that  the  number  of  feamen  then 
adually  ferving  in  the  navy,  co¬ 
vered  entirely,  if  it  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed,  the  number  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  juft  voted.  When  the 
queftion  was  put,  that  the  fum  of 
591,600/.  fhould  be  voted  for  ord¬ 
nance  for  the  number  of  men  voted, 
Sir  Charles  Pole  took  the  opportu. 
nity  to  make  fome  remarks  upon 
the  adminiftration  of  our  naval  af¬ 
fairs.  His  ftridures  related  chiefly 
to  the  feledion  of  the  naval  and 
vidualling  commiftioners,  which 
he  contended  fhould  be  taken  from 
among  profeffional  men.  lie  alfo 
regretted  that  he  did  not  fee  any 
provifion  made  lor  the  protedion 
and  fupport  of  the  orphans  of  ma¬ 
rine  officers,  and  contended  for  the 

propriety 
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I^topriety  of  indituting  for  the 
tiavy  forne  edablifhment  dmilar  to 
the  compaffionare  fund  for  the  ar¬ 
my.  The  fum  was  then  voted. 
Upon  the  bringing  in  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  mutiny  bill,  Sir  Charles  took 
eccadon  to  remark  again  upon 
thefe  fubjedls.  He  particularly 
complained  of  the  neglefted  ftate 
of  the  royal  marine  artillery,  and 
of  the  tardinefs  of  promotion  in  the 
marines  ;  and  he  obferved,  that  at 
each  divifion  of  the  marines  the 
fenior  captains  were  appointed  pay 
captains,  and  actually  kept  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  2000  men,  without  any 
increafe  of  pay,  or  remuneration 
whatever.  Mr.  Wellefley  Pole 
referred  him  to  a  petition  which 
had  been  prefented  to  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  from  thefe  fame  pay  cap¬ 
tains,  at  the  time  when  he  himfelf 
was  a  member  of  the  board  ;  it  had 
then  been  anfwered,  that  the  birth 
was  a  pretty  good  one,  and  that 
if  they  did  not  like  it  with  full 
pay,  and  exemption  from  other 
duty,  they  might  take  their  turns  of 
fervice;  fince  that  time  no  further 
expreffion  of  diffatisfaciion  had 
been  heard. — The  army  edimates 
exceeded  thofe  of  the  preceding 
year  by  nearly  1,500,000/.  which 
increafe,  however,  was  for  the 
mod  part  merely  nominal  j  much 
that  had  hitherto  been  rated  under 
the  “  heads  of  contingencies  and 
extraordinaries/5  being  now  re¬ 
duced  to  didindt  and  fpecified  eili* 
mate.  There  was  a  rough  edimate 
of  400,000/.  for  the  clothing  of 
the  local  militia,  bnt  this  fum 
would  go  to  provide  for  the  four 
fucceedmg  years.  The  whole  in¬ 
creafe  of  expence  on  that  branch  of 
the  fervice  was  1,200,000/.  and 
was  obvioudy  accounted  for,  as 
that  defeription  of  force  far  ex- 
Ve-i,  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


ceeded  the  volunteer  e d ah  1  raiment 
in  expence. 

The  neceflity  of  in- 
creafing  the  regular  and  Jan.  25*. 
difpofable  force  of  the 
country  had  been  recommended  to 
the  confideraticn  of  parliament  in 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  on  no 
topic  of  which  had  there  been  a. 
more  general  concurrence  of  fenri- 
ment.  To  give  effesd  to  this. 
Lord  CafUereagh  had  recourfe  to 
the  fydem  of  recruiting  from  thfe 
militia,  a  meafure  which  had  been 
adopted  in  1807,  and  was  found, 
by  experience,  to  be  by  much  the 
bed  which  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  allowed  of;  of  28,000  men, 
which  was  the  extent  of  transfer 
permitted  by  the  acd,  27,000  had 
a&ually  volunteered.  Lord  Cadle- 
reagh  however  admitted  the  great 
predure  upon  the  counties,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  levy  of  militia  necef- 
fary  to  replace  this  transfer,  and, 
with  the  view  of  mitigating  the 
burthen,  propofed  in  the  bill 
he  fhould  fubrnit  to  the  houfe  to 
redrain  the  volunteering  within 
its  former  limits,  fo  that  no  regi¬ 
ment  fhould  be  reduced  below 
three-fifths  of  its  full  edabbfh- 
ment.  He  apprehended  it  would 
he  impodible  to  get  rid  of  the  bal¬ 
lot  altogether,  but,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  relieving  the  counties,  he 
propofed  that  a  great  part,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  expence,  fhould 
be  defrayed,  not  by  them,  but  by 
the  public,  who  was  to  pay  the 
bounty  for  enlidment  \  not  fo  high 
a  bounty  as  for  general  fervice, 
but  what  he  thought  would  be 
diffident,  about  ten  guineas.  If 
the  voluntary  enlidment  did  not 
fucceed,  and  the  county  fhould  be 
compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  bal¬ 
lot,  it  was  intended  In  that  cafe 
ies.  [/]  that 
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that  the  ten  guineas  fhouid  be 
given  to  the  balloted  man  as  a 
bounty,  if  he  fhouid  ferve  in  per- 
fon,  or  to  afiift  him  in  procuring  a 
fubftitute.  The  bill  thus  framed 
was  pa  {fed,  with  no  material  oppo¬ 
sition  in  either  houfe. 

A  bill  was  introduced  for  the 
better  arranging  of  the 
March  27.  bounties  in  the  local 
militia.  The  refult  of 
the  experiment  of  that  meafure, 
Lord  Caftlereagh  informed  the 
houfe,  had  been  perfectly  Satisfac¬ 
tory;  a  force  of  195,000  men- had 
been  raifed,  of  which  125,00a  was 
compofed  by  a  transfer  of  Service 
from  the  volunteer  corps.  With 
the  addition  of  the  yeomanry  ca¬ 
valry,  the  whole  force  amounted 
to  200,000  of  fine  athletic  troops, 
inferior  no  doubt  in  point  of  difci- 
pline  to  thofe  of  the  line,  but 
every  way  equal  to  them  in  equip¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Windham  ridiculed 
this  eulogy,  and  obferved,  that  the 
noble  lord  fpoke  of  an  army,  which 
might  fay,  likeCloten  in  the  play, 
“  Don’t  you  know  by  my 
deaths  ?”  The  men  were,  no 
doubt,  good  as  men  ;  the  queftion 
was  of  their  efficiency  as  foldiers. 
The  evil  of  the  meafure  confided, 
in  that  it  rendered  the  men  not 
difpofable,  who  would  otherwife 
have  been  difpofable.  A  bill  was 
introduced  for  effecting  fome  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  amount  and  difpofition 
of  the  bounties  for  engaging  in  this 
fervice,  which  paffed. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  engaged  but  a  Small  part 
of  the  bulinefs  of  parliament  dur¬ 
ing  this  feffion.  When  Mr.  R. 
Dundas  moved  the  renewal  of  the 
committee,  which  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  laft  year,  for  an  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 


it  was  refilled,  on  the  ground  that 
feveral  of  the  members  nominated 
to  the  committee  were  themfelves 
parties  interested  in  the  fyftem 
which  they  were  deputed  to  invef- 
tigate,  and  were,  in  fad,  the  very 
perfons  whofe  conduct  might  be 
called  in  queftion  as  conneded  with 
the  tranfadions  which  formed  the 
fubjed  of  their  inquiry.  The 
queftion  however,  was  carried  in 
favour  of  the  re-appointment.  A 
matter  of  more  intereft  came  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  when  the  commit- 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  exiftence  of  any  corrupt  prac¬ 
tices  in  the  diftribution  of  writer- 
Ships  and  cadetfhips  prefen  ted  their 
report.  By  that  it  appeared  that 
patronage  of  various  deferiptions 
had,  in  feveral  inftances,  become 
an  article  of  traffic,  and  that  an 
opinion  of  the  generality  of  fuch 
practices  had  prevailed  to  a  ft  ill 
greater  extent.  The  only  means 
of  preventing  thefe  dealings  in  fu¬ 
ture,  the  committee  obferved,  was 
to  make  the  hazard  of  fuch  fpecu- 
lations  greater  than  the  rifk  ;  and 
the  regulations  of  the  company 
were,  in  fad;,  founded  upon  this 
principle.  A  refolution  had  been 
palled  in  1799,  enabling  the  court 
of  diredors  to  difmifs  any  perfon 
whofe  appointment  had  been  un- 
duely  obtained.  This  order  had 
never  been  enforced,  becaufe  hither¬ 
to  no  cafe  of  corruption  had  been 
difeovered  ;  but  the  refult  of  the 
prefent  inquiry  would  be,  that  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  in  the 
fervice  of  the  company  would  be 
immediately  recalled  from  India, 
deprived  of  their  employments, 
and  declared  incapable  of  again  re¬ 
ceiving  any  appointment  under  the 
company.  Hardly  as  this  deter¬ 
mination  mtift  have  borne  upon 

many 
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many  of  thofe  who  were  the  fub- 
jeds  ol  it,  it  was  conceived  that 
nothing  but  fuch  an  example  could 
put  a  ftop  to  the  continuance  of  thefe 
abufes,  or  prevent  their  recurring. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Sir  T.  Tur- 
ton,  in  favour  of  the  young  men,  and 
fupported  by  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr. 
Stephen.  It  was  oppofed  however 
by  Mr.  R.  Dundas,  Mr.  Grant*  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  negatived  upon  a  divifion*  by 
77  votes  to  35.  After  fome  month?, 
however,  the  directors  were  in¬ 
duced  to  reinftate  the  perfons  in 
queftion  in  their  former  firuations. 

A  fyftem  of  peculation  was 
brought  to  light  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  refpeding  the  conduct  of  the 
commiffioners  for  Dutch  prizes, 
which,  from  the  charader  of  one 
of  the  parties  concerned,  particu¬ 
larly  excited  the  attention  of  the 
public.  From  the  ftatements  made 
by  Mr.  Ord,  in  the  fpeech  by 
which  he  prefaced  his  motion  ori 
the  iubjed,  it  appears  that  the 
commiffioners  in  queftion  had  been 
appointed  in  1  795  to  manage,  fell* 
and  difpofe  of  the  cargoes  of  Dutch 
fhips  detained  or  brought  in,  in 
order  to  fecure  thofe  cargoes  from 
injury.  They  had  inftrudions  from 
the  privy  council,  requiring  them 
to  take  minutes  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings,  and  to  keep  their  ac¬ 
counts  in  fuch  form  as  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  Ihould  dired ;  and 
upon  any  difficulty  occurring,  they 
were  to  refer  for  inftrudions  to 
the  committee  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil.  The  commiffioners  were  five, 
John  Crawfurd,  John  Brickwood, 
Arthur  Chatfield,  Alexander  Bax¬ 
ter,  and  John  Bowles,  a  member 
of  the  Society  for  the  Suppreflion 
ol  Vice.  Their  fales  ceafed,  and 


*  y 

their  ira'nfadions  were  nearly 
brought  to  a  clofe  in  1799,  No¬ 
thing  remained  to  do  after  that* 
but  the  fale  of  a  few  remnants,  and 
the  condud  of  an  important  law- 
fuitj  commenced  in  1797,  which 
however  could  not  inipofe  much 
labour  upon  the  pCrfons  in  quef¬ 
tion  ;  the  burthen  of  it  obvioufly 
refting  upon  the  folicitors  and 
council.  It  appears  that  no  fxed 
remuneration  had  been  affigned  to 
the  commiffioners,  in  confequence 
of  which  they  had  relolved  to  re¬ 
munerate  themfelves*  and  charged 
a  commiffion  of  five  per  cent,  on 
the  grofs  proceeds  of  their  fales* 
which  commiffion  in  the  four  first 
years  amounted  in  all  to  80,000/. 
No  regular  accounts  were  furnifh* 
ed  to  government  ;  only  one  ac¬ 
count  was  rendered  to  the  privy 
council*  and  in  that  it  was  remark¬ 
able  that  no  mention  of  commif¬ 
fion  was  rriadej  a  filence  which, 
the  committee  obferved,  might 
lead  the  privy  council  to  imagine* 
that  none  was  charged,  although 
at  that  time  25,000/.  had  adually 
been  divided.  The  ad  authorifing 
the  appointment  of  thefe  commif¬ 
fioners,  required  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  fales  fhould  be  paid  into- the 
Bank  of  England,  but,  inftead  of 
this,  the  commiffioners  had  opened 
accounts  with  ptivate  bankers.  In 
1796  Mr.  Pitt  applied  to  them  to 
know  whethef  any  fum,  arifing 
from  the  fale  of  property  under 
their  management,  could  be  paid 
into  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied 
to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  ; 
and  they  denied  that  they  could  pay 
any  fum  into  the  exchequer,  al¬ 
though  it  appeared  that  at  that  time 
they  had  a  balance  of  190,000/. 
of  which  it  was  proved  that  at 
leaft  50,000/.  might  have  been  fo 
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advanced.  Moreover,  they  had 
been  efpecially  inftrucled  to  keep 
minutes  of  their  proceedings,  but 
no  minutes  whatever  were  preferv. 
ed  of  the  m6de  in  which  mey  ap- 
plied  the  balances  in  queftion ;  it 
appeared,  however,  that  by  the 
commiflion  at  five  per  cent,  on  the 
grofs  proceeds,  and  by  brokerage 
and  intereft  on  the  balances,  they 
had  taken  for  their  labours  the 
enormous  fum  of  133,198 /.  being 
at  the  rate  of  26,000/.  for  each 
commifiioner.  Mr.  Ord  then  fol¬ 
lowed  the  courfe  of  the  report  in 
expofing  the  futility  of  the  reafons 
by  which  the  commiflioners  had 
attempted  to  defend  their  condud, 
and,  after  fome  farcaftic  animad- 
verfions  upon  the  Anti-jacobin  me¬ 
rits  of  Mr.  John  Bowles,  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving  feveral  refolu- 
tions,  importing — that  to  commit 
pecuniary  trufts  to  any  perfons, 
without  providing  any  check  on  any 
of  their  proceedings,  or  calling  for 
regular  and  periodical  accounts, 
was  a  neglect  of  the  obvious  duty 
of  government. — That  fuch  neg- 
iedt  had  been  proved  to  exift,  and 
might  have  been  attended  with 
material  lofs  to  the  public. — That 
the  Dutch  commiflioners  had  been 
guilty  of  grofs  mifcondud,  in  vio¬ 
lating  the  ad  under  which  they 
had  been  appointed,  and  appropri¬ 
ating  to  their  own  ufe,  without 
authority,  fums  for  which  they 
ought  to  have  accounted  to  the 
public. — ‘That  their  accounts  be 
referred  to  the  infpedion  of  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  public  accounts,  and  that 
all  confideration  of  the  remunera¬ 
tion  to  be  allowed  to  the  commif* 
fioners  ought  to  be  deferred  till 
their  accounts  are  finally  fettled. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  the  necdfary  mea- 


fures  with  refped  to  this  report  had 
been  taken  by  government,  before 
the  notice  of  the  prefent  motion  was 
given.  Application  had  been  made 
to  the  committee  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  to  call  upon  thefe  commiffi- 
oners  to  give  in  their  accounts  to 
the  treafury,  to  be  there  transferred 
to  the  auditors  of  the  public  ac¬ 
count,  to  be  palled.  The  treafury 
had  alfo,  adopting  the  fuggeftion 
of  the  committee,  propofed  that  the 
rate  of  remuneration  fliould  be  five 
per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds,  the 
commiflioners  being  to  defray  the 
charges  of  their  eftablifhment,  and 
to  pay  intereft  for  any  fums  which 
they  may  have  kept  at  their  pri¬ 
vate  bankers.  From  this  ftatement, 
the  houfe  would  be  able  to  judge 
whether  the  condud  of  govern¬ 
ment  merited  that  general  cenfure 
which  Mr.  Ord’s  refolutions  went 
to  pafs  upon  all  the  governments 
which  had  fucceflively  exifted  fince 
the  appointment  of  the  commiflion  ; 
a  cenfure,  too,  which  undoubtedly 
would  leaft  of  all  apply  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  government.  Mr.  Perceval, 
however,  contended,  that  the  cafe 
itfelf  was  not  fuch  as  to  call  for 
any  cenfure.  The  commiflion  was 
an  anomalous  cafe  ;  parliament 
took  the  bufinefs  out  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  courfe  in  which  it  would  have 
been  adminiftered,  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court  of  admiralty. 
No  remuneration  had  been  aflign- 
ed,  becaufe  that  was  never  done 
in  the  cafe  of  parliamentary  com., 
mifli oners.  The  difpofition  of  the 

prefent  government,  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  had  been  (hewn  in  the 
late  inftance  of  the  commiflioners 
for  Portuguese  property,  who  were 
direded  to  reftore  the  whole  of  the 
property,  without  any  dedudion  ot 
per  cent  age,  to  the  claimants  who 
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fhould  prove  tliemfelves  owners ; 
under  thefe  circumftances  he  fhould 
move  the  previous  queftion. 

This  explanation  would  Teem  to 
he  fatisfa&ory  enough,  as  far  as 
the  conduft  of  the  prefent  govern¬ 
ment  was  concerned.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  was  much  more  fuccefsful  in 
that  part  of  his  fpeech  in  which  he 
dwelt  upon  the  delinquencies  of 
the  commiffioners,  than  in  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  connect  in  fome  degree 
the  blame  of  their  proceedings 
with  the  conduCt  of  adminiftration. 
“  If  this  Mr.  John  Bowles,  the 
cotnmiffioner,”  faid  he,  “  be  really 
Mr.  Bowles  the  author,  who  writes 
under  the  lignature  of  Chriftianus 
Laicus,  the  fanCtified  anti-jacobin, 
I  will  venture  to  fay  that  a  difeo- 
very  fo  rare,  and  in  all  its  circum¬ 
ftances  fo  amufing,  has  not  been 
made  fince  the  moment  when  phi- 
lofopher  Square  was  difeovered  in 
Mifs  Seagrim’s  garret. **  Mr.  H. 
Thornton,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
objections  to  the  feveral  refolutions 
moved  by  Mr.  Ord,  propofed  to 
confolidate  them  into  one,  which 
ftiould  ft  ate,  i(  That  the  commif- 
fioners  appointed  in  1795'  for  the 
difpofal  of  captured  Dutch  pro¬ 
perty,  taking  advantage  of  the 
ncgltft  of  government  to  inquire 
alter  their  proceedings,  have,  with¬ 
out  authority,  appropriated  to  their 
own  ufe  large  and  unreafonable 
profits ;  that  they  have  privately 
taken  intereft  on  large  balances  of 
money,  which  ought  to  have  been 
lodged  in  the  bank  of  England  ; 
that  they  have  refrained  from  giv¬ 
ing  correct  and  explicit  informa¬ 
tion  refpeclingthe  intereft  fo  taken, 
to  the  committee  appointed  for 
.inquiring  into  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture  ;  and  that  they  have  thereby 
been  guilty  of  a  great  violation  of 
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their  public  duty.*’  This  refolution 
was  adopted  after  a  divifion  upon  a 
motion  for  fubftituting  the  word 
“omiffion*'  for  “  negleCt/*  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  20. 

Lord  Porchefter 
moved  for  leave  to  April  24., 
bring  in  a  bill  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  granting  of  offices  in 
reverfton,  intimating  that  it  was 
precifely  the  fame  as  that  which 
had  already  twice  palled  the  Com¬ 
mons,  and  as  often  been  rej e&ed 
by  the  Lords.  Mr.  Perceval  ob* 
ferved  that  he  had  never  difguifed 
his  opinion  of  the  bill.  He  faw 
in  it  nothing  of  that  importance 
which  was  attached  to  it  by  many. 
He  did  not  perceive  that  it  con¬ 
tained  any  ferious  attack  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  much, 
lefs  did  he  conceive  that  it  com¬ 
prehended  any  valuable  acquifttiom 
to  the  privileges  of  the  people,  or 
would  lead  to  any  confiderable 
alleviation  of  the  public  burdens* 
As  an  economical  meafure  it  was 
nothing,  or  rather  would  probably 
prove  injurious ;  but  he  objeCled 
to  its  introduction  at  prefent,  be- 
caufe  the  bill  was  not  then  necef- 
fary.  They  had  at  that  moment 
an  aCt,.  which  would  not  expire 
until  fix  weeks  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  next  feffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  which  guarded  againft 
the  granting  of  further  reverlions 
in  the  mean  time ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  next  week  they  would 
have  a  report  under  confideration, 
the  difeuffion  upon  which  would 
go  to  determine  whether  any  of 
thefe  offices  fhould  be  abolilhed. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  to  dif- 
cufs  the  bill  at  that  time  would  be 
inexpedient  and  premature.  Mr. 
Tierney,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and 
Lord  H.  Petty,  prefled  the  intro- 
[/ 3  j  duCtioe 
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fludtion  of  the  hill,  and  upon  a 
divifion  the  numbers  were — for  the 
motion  106,  againft  it  121. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  at 
June  S.  the  clpfe  of  a  long  and 
laboured  fpeeeh,  moved 
that  they  would,  early  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament,  take  into 
fheir  mqft  ferious  confidcration 
how  far  it  might  be  expedient  to 
provide  fome  further  limitation  to 
the  numl>er  of  perfons  holding  feats 
in  this  houfe,  together  with  pen- 
ftons,  fmecures,  and  place?  of  emo¬ 
lument  under  the  crown.  Mr. 
Rofe  obferved,  that  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  had  propofed  no  prndcal 
remedy  to  the  influence  of  which 
he  complained  :  the  houfe  eon  filed 
of  658  members,  and  his  meafure 
would  not  go  farther  than  to  dis¬ 
qualify  25  of  them.  The  dired 
influence  of  the  crown  in  that 
houfe  had  in  fad  very  materially 
diminifhed.  In  1781  the  number 
of  placemen  holding  feats  in  it  was 
25  or  26  more  than  at  prefen t. 
Formerly  valuable  bonufes  in  loans, 
lotteries,  and  contracts,  were  ufu- 
ally  given  to  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  nothing  was  mope  com¬ 
mon  than  members  having  the 
profits  of  offices  held  in  other 
names,  and  of  which  none  but 
minifters  knew  any  thing.  There 
were  probably,  in  former  times, 
above  50  or  60  members  who  thus 
enjoyed  concealed  favours  from  the 
crown.  Lord  H.  Pettv  did  not 
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conceive  that  the  reduction  of 
placemen  in  the  houfe  would  pro¬ 
duce  much  effed.  The  increafe  of 
the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
principally  from  the  increased  pa¬ 
tronage  in  the  revenue,  the  army, 
and  the  navy,  which  did  not  bear 
diredly  upon  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  though  it  had  a  great  effed 


upon  the  country  at  large.  Mr. 
Canning  felt  fatisfied  that  the  in- 
fluence  of  the  crown  over  that 
houfe  was  gradually  hut  conftantly 
diminifliing.  With  refped  to  the 
propofed  meafure,  he  obferved,  that 
as  it  was  evident  that  the  houfe 
muft  always  want  information  on 
various  public  fer vices  from  the 
members  of  the  adminiftration,  it 
was  much  better  that  minifters, 
and  perfons  in  often fible  fituations, 

I  9 

fhoald  be  fpoken  to  in  their  places 
as  members  of  that  houfe,  than  he 
brought  up  to  the  bar  as  culprits. 
If  no  placemen  but  the  rainifters 
themfelvcs  were  differed  to  fit  in 
parliament,  it  would  follow,  that 
when  the  prefent  generation  of 
minifters  were  over,  they  muft  be 
fucceedcd  by  raw  and  inexperienced 
perfons.  This  was  a  neceffary 
confequ.ence;  for  if  shofe  who  were 
acquiring  knowledge  of  the  buflnefs 
of  government  in  inferior  depart¬ 
ments,  v/ere  to  be  abfolutely  ex¬ 
cluded  from  fitting  in  parliament, 
in  what  office  were  they  to  learn 
that  neceffiarv  and  cooftitutional 
part  of  a  minifler’s  duty,  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  houfe  the  motives  o,f 
their  condud,  and  r©  defend  the 
propriety  and  policy  of  their  mea- 
fures  ?  If  men  were  10  be  trained 
up  for  minifters  in  any  other  fchool 
befides  that  of  parliament ;  if  the 
crown  were  to  look  any  where  for 
its  minifters  hut  in  parliament, 
then  indeed  we  might  entertain  a 
well-founded  jealpuly  of  its  power. 
He  knew  no  greater  fecurity  to. 
the  people  for  the  faithful  difeharge 
of  the  duties  of  government,  than 
that  thofe  who  held  high  fituations, 
fhould  have  feats  in  that  houfe, 
and  be  there  obliged  to  explain  the 
motives  of  their  meafures  and  con- 
dud  to  the  houfe  and  the  country. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  and  upon 
a  divdfion  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  1 13  to  54. 

A  meafure  of  more 
March  1.  real  and  practicable 
reform  was  contained 
in  a  bill  introduced  by  Sir  S.  Ro- 
milly,  for  the  amendment  of  the 
bankrupt  laws.  As  thofe  laws 
then  flood,  a  trader,  after  giving 
up  all  he  poffeffed,  was  ftill  liable 
for  many  debts,  the  proof  of  which 
could  not  be  received  under  the 
commiffion.  The  molt  numerous 
clafs  of  debts  of  this  kind  confifted 
of  thofe  for  which  fome  one  elfe 
was  liable  as  fecurity,  and  which 
did  not  legally  arife  till  after  the 
commiffion.  The  remedy  propofed 
was,  that  the  fureties  might  prove 
their  debts  under  the  commiffion, 
provided  they  paid  them  at  any 
time  before  the  final  dividend,  and 
the  bankrupt  would  thus  be  exempt 
from  any  liability  for  thofe  debts 
upon  obtaining  his  certificate. 
The  fecond  defed  under  the  exifting 
laws  was,  that  the  affignees  were 
in  the  habit  of  ufing  the  bankrupt's 
effeCls  for  their  own  advantage  ; 
the  confequences  often  were,  that 
the  affignee  became  bankrupt,  and 
the  creditors  had  in  the  end  only 
the  remainder,  after  a  bankruptcy 
upon  a  bankruptcy.  To  obviate 
this,  it  was  propofed,  that  if  the 
creditors  did  not  appoint  a  bank  to 
receive  the  property  at  an  early 
period,  the  commiffioners  ffiould 
be  bound  to  do  it ;  and  that  if, 
after  that,  the  affignees  fhould 
retain  any  part  of  the  property,  it 
fhould  be  imperious  on  the  commif¬ 
fioners  to  charge  20  per  cent,  on 
the  money  fo  retained.  The  third 
defeCt  in  the  fpftem  was  the  ex¬ 
pence  and  uncertainty  of  proceed¬ 
ings  under  commiffions  of  bank- 
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ruptcy.  In  addons  by  affignees  to 
recover  debts  due  to  the  eft  ate,  it 
was  incumbent  on  them  to  prove 
an  ad  of  bankruptcy,  and  a  peti¬ 
tioning  creditor’s  debt  ;  and  in 
many  inftances  the  debtors  of 
bankrupts  were  induced  to  with¬ 
hold  the  payment  of  their  debts, 
in  the  hope  that  the  affignees 
might  find  it  impoffible  to  eftablifh 
them.  The  remedy  here  propofed 
was,  that  in  addons  by  the  affignees, 
they  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  prove 
the  proceedings  as  above  ftated, 
unlefs  the  defendant  gave  notice, 
fome  time  before,  that  he  meant  to 
conteft  any  of  thefe  points.  It 
was  alfo  propofed,  that  the  mode 
of  recovering  from  the  affignees 
fhould  not  be  by  addon  as  at  pre- 
fent,  but  by  petition  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor.  The  fourth  amendment 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe  by  Sir  S. 
Romilly,  was  of  all  others  the 
mo  ft  important.  This  was  to  take 
from  the  creditors  the  power  which 
they  poffeffied,  without  any  con- 
troul,  and  without  the  obligation 
to  aflign  a  reafon,  of  refufing  a 
certificate  to  the  bankrupt  when 
they  chofe.  The  fituation  of  an 
uncertificated  bankrupt  well  de¬ 
fer  vcd  consideration.  He  could 
acquire  no  property,  for  whatever 
he  gained  might  be  inftantly  feized 
by  the  affignees.  His  induftry 
was  loft  to  himfelf  and  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  he  was  liable  to  imprifon- 
ment  for  life.  By  a  ftarute  of 
George  II.  a  bankrupt  could  not 
receive  his  certificate  unlefs  figned 
by  fourths  in  number  and  value 
of  his  creditors,  fo  that  however 
fair  and  blamelefs,  in  a  moral  point 
of  view,  the  condud  of  a  bankrupt 
might  be,  it  often  refted  with  a 
fmall  number  of  his  creditors,  and 
in  fome  circumftances  with  a  fingie 
[/q]  creditor, 
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creditor,  to  imprifon  him  for  life. 
By  the  fame  ftatnte,  any  creditor 
who  could  not  prove  under  the 
eommiffion,  nor  receive  a  dividend, 
was  yet  admitted  to  refufe  a  cer¬ 
tificate,  in  order  to  give  effe<£}  to 
his  adlion.  The  certificates  were 
often  withheld  from  the  innocent, 
and  given  to  the  fraudulent  bank¬ 
rupt,  for  in  fraudulent  commiffions 
It  feldom  happened  that  the  certifi¬ 
cate  was  refuted.  They  were  often 
withheld,  too,,  for  the  purpofe  of 
extorting  an  advantage  over  the 
other  creditors,  notwithftanding 
the  fecurities  again!},  fuch  prac¬ 
tices  provided  by  the  law.  There 
alfo  exified  another  motive  to 
withhold  the  certificate  t  the  bank¬ 
rupt,  till  he  had  obtained  it,  could 
not  be  a  witnefs  in  any  thing  that 
related  to  the  eftate;  and  the  cre¬ 
ditors  who  had  any  conteft  with 
refpeel  to  it,  often  refufed  to  fign, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  teftimemy 
upon  which  the  verdidt  and  the 
juft  ice  of  the  caufe  might  depend. 
Reticles,  the  bankrupt,  when  the 
creditors  came  forward  to  prove 
their  debts,  was  fenfible  how  much 
he  was  in  their  power,  and  did  not 
give  that  aftiftance  in  examining 
the  debts,  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumftances,  he  might  be  inclined 
to  do.  Within  a  period  of  three 
or  four  years,  there  had  been  more 
cafes  where  certificates  had  been 
withheld,  than  where  they  were 
granted. 

The  remedy  fuggefted  for  this 
evil  was,  not  to  take  the  power  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  creditors,  but 
that  if  the  certificate  was  with¬ 
held  for  two  years,  the  bankrupt 
might  petition  the  chancellor  to 
allow  the  certificate,  while  the 
creditors  might  fhew  caufe  why  it 
ihould  not  be  granted..  To  obviate 


the  objection  arifing  from  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fach  a  proceeding,  it  was 
intended  that  the  additional  pro- 
cefs  fhould  be  exempt  from  taxes. 
He  might  be  aflced,  faid  Sir  S# 
Romilly,  why,  when  propofing  a 
law  for  the  protection  of  the  honed 
bankrupt,  he  did  nothing  to  pro- 
tedl  the  creditor  againft  the  dif- 
hon  ft  bankrupt  ?  To  this  he  could 
only  anfwer,  that  he  had  no  remedy 
to  propofe,  but  one  which  he  feared 
the  houfe  would  not  adopt,  viz. 
to  render  the  law  more  efficacious, 
by  making  it  lefs  fevere.  The 
caufe  of  the  frequency  of  fraudu¬ 
lent  bankruptcies,  he  believed, 
was,  that  the  fraudulent  bankrupt 
was,  upon  proof  of  the  fact,  liable 
to  lofe  his  life.  Inftances  were 
every  year  occurring  of  bankrupts 
withholding  their  property,  yet, 
in  the  fpace  of  So  years,  there  had 
been  only  three  profecs-tions,  and 
only  one  executed.  There  never, 
perhaps,  exifted  a  ftronger  inftance 
of  the  inefficacy  of  laws  arifing 
from  their  fe verity.  The  bill 
met  with  no  oppofttion,  and  paffed 
without  material  difeufiion  through 
both  houfes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  infolvenfi 
debtors  was  brought  in  by  Sir 
Thomas  Turton,  and  paffed.  It 
differed  from  former  bills  of  the 
fame  kind,  by  extending  its  ope¬ 
ration  to  perfons  whofe  debts  did 
not  exceed  2000/.  inftead  of  the 
former  limitation  of  1500/.  The 
debtor,  furrendering  his  property, 
was  moreover  allowed  to  keep  10/. 
inftead  of  j/.  and  furniture  and 
working  tools  to  the  value  of  40/. 
inftead  of  30 /.  Sir  Thomas  Tur¬ 
ton  adverted  to  the  oppreffion  of 
our  fyftem  of  imprifon  merit  for 
debt,  and  affirmed  that  the  number 
of  perfons  fuffering  under  thefe 

laws. 
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laws,  including  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  debtors,  amounted 
to  18,200. 

A  bill  for  the  pre- 
June  13.  vention  of  ff  cruelty  to 
animals’*  was  intro, 
duced  by  Lord  Erfkine,  and  palled 
the  upper  houfe.  It  was  loll  in 
the  commons,  principally  by  the 
oppofition  of  Mr.  Windham,  who 
exerted  all  the  powers  of  his  logic 
and  his  wit  in  expofmg  the  abfur. 
dity  of  its  principle  ;  and  indeed, 
the  fate  of  fuch  a  meafure  would 
hardly  have  deferved  this  notice, 
had  it  not  been  an  occafion  of  one 
of  the  latefc,  and  not  lead  admira¬ 
ble  of  the  parliamentary  efforts  of 
that  didinguifhed  llatefman.  His 
chief  objections  went  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  principle  of  the  meafure,  and 
to  the  unfairnefs  and  partiality  of 
its  operation.  With  refpect  to  the 
fird  point,  after  admitting  the 
duty  of  diminifhing,  as  far  as  was 
confidently  polfible,  the  fmTerings 
of  animal  nature,  he  obferved,  that 
it  was  not  fufiicient  to  date  of 
any  thing  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  obligation,  to  judify  an  attempt 
to  enforce  it  by  law.  There  were 
whole  clalfes  of  duties  which  no 
one  ever, thought  of  enforcing  by 
law,  not  becaufe  they  were,  in 
point  of  moral  duty,  lefs  obliga¬ 
tory  than  others,  but  becaufe  they 
were  of  a  nature  that,  to  exid  at 
all,  mud  be  fpontaneous,  or  fuch 
v  as  that  no  law  could  be  made  to 
apply  to  them  ;  and  the  cafe  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  prefent  bill, 
he  contended,  came  under  this 
head.  Y ou  infliCt,  faid  he,  pains  and 
penalties  upon  conditions  which  no 
man  is  able  previoufly  to  afcertain. 
You  require  men  to  live  by  an 
unknown  rule.  What  is  huma¬ 
nity  ?  It  is  generally  the  having 
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a  confideration  for  the  fufferings  of 
others,  as  compared  with  pains  or 
gratifications  of  our  own.  But 
what  the  proportion  was,  neceffary 
to  be  obferved  between  our  own 
and  others  pain,  or  (as  was  oftener 
the  cafe  in  the  fubject  then  under 
confideration)  what  the  proportion 
was  between  others  pain  and  our 
pleafurc  or  intereft,  no  mortal 
attempted  to  afcertain ;  nor  was  it 
one  and  the  fame,  but  as  various 
as  there  were  various  men  and 
various  circumdar.ces  and  fubjeCts 
to  which  it  was  applied,  and  what 
was  of  not  lefs  confequence,  it  varied 
as  men  were  judging  in  their  own 
cafe,  or  in  that  of  their  neighbour’s. 

But  it  was  upon  the  grofs  and 
glaring  partiality  of  the  propofed 
■enaClment,  that  Mr.  Windham 
chiefly  infilled.  For  .inftance:  the 
cruelties  differed  by  pofl-horfes  was 
a  favourite  topic.  But  on  whom 
was  the  punifhment  to  fall  ?  On 
the  pofl-boy,  or  the  traveller  ?  On 
the  pofl-boy  who  was  the  only 
perfon  feen  inflicting  the  fe veri¬ 
ties  ;  or  on  the  traveller  who  fat 
fntig  in  the  chaife,  having  only 
hinted  to  the  boy  that  he  meant  to 
dine  the  next  ft  age  ;  and  that  un- 
lefs  he  fhould  bring  him  in  time, 
he  would  never  go  to  his  mailer’s 
houfe  again,  nor  give  him  any 
thing  for  himfelf  ?  What  revolting 
and  difgufling  hypocrify  was  it  in 
perfons  daily  witneffing  without 
remonilrance  or  acting  in  fuch 
feenes,  and  who  would  notfacrifice 
the  fmallefl  particle  of  their  con¬ 
venience,  in  confideration  of  any 
pain  that  .was  to  refult  from  it, 
to  be  inveighing,  with  fuch  exag¬ 
gerated  fenfibility,  againfl  the  cru¬ 
elties  praClifed  on  the  brute  crea¬ 
tion,  and  calling  for  a  law  to  pu- 
tiifh  them,  much  of  that  cruelty 
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being  incurred  in  their  fervice, 
and  under  their  own  immediate 
infpedion  and  ordeis.  Where 
was  the  juftice  of  punifhing  the 
innkeeper  here,  who,  if  he  refufed 
his  horfes,  when  weak  and  over¬ 
wrought,  loft  his  cuftomers,  and 
his  means  of  livelihood  ;  or  the 
poll-boy,  who,  when  once  em¬ 
ployed,  muft  perform  the  talk 
aligned  to  him  by  fuch  means  as 
he  had  ? 

Mr.  Windham  then  particularly 
animadverted  on  the  injuftice  of 
withdrawing  from  the  cognizance 
of  the  bill  a  whole  clafs  of  cafes, 
(field-fports)  which  feemed  to  Hand 
more  than  any  others  in  very  line 
and  aim  of  the  ftatute,  and  had 
nothing  to  proted  them,  but  that 
which  ought  in  juftice  and  decency 
be  the  ftrongeft  reafon  againlt 
them  ;  namely,  that  they  were  the 
mere  fports  of  the  rich.  The 
diftindions  by  which  it  had  been 
attempted  to  fhield  this  clafs,  he 
(hewed  to  be  abfurd  even  to  ridi¬ 
cule.  It  was  in  vain,  he  faid,  by 
any  fubterfuge,  to  difguife  the 
fad,  that  if,  with  fuch  a  preamble 
as  was  prefixed  to  the  prefent  bill 
on  our  ftatutes,  and  with  ads 
paffed  in  confequence  to  punifh 
the  lower  claffes  for  any  cruelty 
inflided  upon  animals,  we  conti¬ 
nue  to  pradife,  and  to  referve  in 
great  meafure  to  ourfelves,  the 
fports  of  hunting,  {hooting,  and 
fifning,  we  muft  exhibit  ourfelves 
as  the  moft  hardened  and  unblufh- 
ing  hypocrites  that  ever  Ihocked 
the  feelings  of  mankind.  He  did 
not  know  any  thing  that  could  fo 
juftly  call  lor  a  meafure  which  he 
had  always  been  among  the  firft  to 
refill,  a  parliamentary  reform. 
Strongly  as  he  had  always  declared 
againlt  that  meafure,  he  muft  fairly 


confefs,  that  if  it  fhould  appear, 
in  any  inllance,  that  fo  Icandalous 
a  dillindion  could  be  made  between 
the  interells  of  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor,  he  fhould  not  be  a  little 
lhaken  in  his  oppolition,  and  muft 
be  driven  in  a  great  meafure  from 
that  argument,  which,  as  long  as 
it  could  be  maintained,  was  con- 
clufive  againft  every  fuch  propo- 
fal  ;  namely,  that  there  was  no 
clafs  in  the  community,  whofe  in- 
terefts,  even  as  parliament  was 
at  prefent  conftituted,  were  not 
upon  the  whole  fairly  taken  care 
of. 

Inftances,  continued  Mr.  W. 
were  unqueftionably  to  be  met 
with  of  great  and  atrocious  cru. 
elty,  which  every  one  muft  wifh 
to  have  the  means  of  punilhing ; 
but  it  was  always  a  queftion  whe¬ 
ther  the  good  effeds^of  a  law  were, 
in  a  few  rare  inftances,  a  compen- 
fation  for  the  general  reftraints 
impofed  by  it,  and  the  inftances 
in  which  it  would  operate  un- 
juftly.  Nor  was  it  true  that  even 
in  the  cafes  cited,  the  crime  would 
go  unpunifhed,  even  though  there 
were  no  law  provided  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  There  were  few  inftances 
in  which  the  animal  ill-treated 
was  not  the  property  of  fome  one 
who  might  either  by  himfelf,  or 
with  the  aid  of  others,  inflict 
ample  punifhment  on  the  offender, 
on  the  fcore  of  pecuniary  injury. 
And  even  where  thefe  means  failed, 
the  mere  publication  of  the  fad, 
with  the  fteps  that  might  be  taken 
to  turn  upon  it  the  public  attention 
and  indignation,  would  produce, 
in  the  end,  confequences  as  fevere 
as  any  that  the  cafe  required,  or 
that  could  be  hoped  for  from  a 
law.  But  it  muft  in  all  events  be 
more  by  manners  than  by  laws, 

that 
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that  any  good  could  be  done  on 
this  fubjcft.  Animals  ufed  in  the 
fervice  of  man,  were  left  fo  una¬ 
voidably  at  his  mercy,  were  ex- 
pofed  fo  much  to  clandefline  mif- 
chief,  and  could  fo  little  make 
known  their  own  injuries,  that  it 
would  always  be  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  an  attempt  to  protect  them 
with  vindictive  juftice,  would  not 
fubjedf  them  to  more  ill  treatment 
than  it  was  likely  to  guard  them 
from.  It  was  not  poflible,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  that  law  could 
with  fo  much  precifion  define  the 
duty  as  to  be  able  to  infure  the 
performance  of  it.  It  was  a  duty 
evidently  of  that  fort  which  are 
called  imperfeCt  obligations  ;  of 
which  the  definition  is,  that  though 
equally  binding  in  confcience  with 
other  duties,  they  are  not  capable  of 
being  enforced  by  law.  They  muft 
in  confequence  be  left  to  morals. 
Let  them,  he  concluded,  be  incul¬ 
cated  upon  that  footing  in  every 
poflible  way  from  the  pulpit,  from 
the  prefs ;  by  precept,  by  exhorta¬ 
tion,  by  example.  But  let  us  not  run 
counter  to  the  nature  of  things  by 
attempting  what  was  never  yet 
attempted  ;  and  above  all,  let  us 
not  bring  in  fuch  a  bill  as  the  pre¬ 
sent,  which,  without  contributing 
poflibly  in  the  finallefl  degree  to 
the  very  objeCt  in  view,  will  let 
loofe  the  mofl  dreadful  fcourge 
upon  the  lower  order  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  will  commit  the  mofl  flagrant 
injuflice  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  bill  will  be  executed,  and  con- 
flitute  a  general  charge  of  injuflice 
againfl  the  houfe,  fuch  as  it  has 
never  before  been  expofed  to,  and 
from  which  it  will  be  impoflible  to 
vindicate  it. 

Notwithflanding  the  clear  and 
pnanfwerable  reafouing  of  this 
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fpeech,  the  bill  was  warmly  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Stephen,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  and  Sir  Samuel  Romilly ; 
and,  upon  a  divifion,  there  were 
40  voices  againfl  27,  in  favour  of 
going  into  a  committee  upon  it. 
On  a  fubfequent  occafion,  however, 
when  Sir  C.  Bunbury  moved  the 
refuming  of  the  committee,  it  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Windham,  and 
the  motion  was  loft  by  a  majority 
of  37  to  2^7.  The  bill  was  of 
courfe  thrown  out. 

Nothing  was  done  this  feflion 
upon  the  fubjefl  of  the  reform  of 
the  Scotlifh  judicature.  Com- 
miflioners  had  been  nominated  to 
inquire  into  and  report  to  parlia, 
ment  the  amendments  practicable 
in  the  adminiflration  of  juflice  in 
that  part  of  the  ifland,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  report  upon  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  extending  the  benefits  of 
trial  by  jury,  in  civil  as  well  as 
criminal  cafes,  to  Scotland ;  they 
were  bound  to  report  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  make  their  final  re¬ 
port  by  the  12th  of  November, 
1809.  A  bill,  however,  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  lords  to  extend, 
for  another  twelvemonth,  the  pe¬ 
riod  thus  fixed  for  the  final  report, 
and  it  paffed,  after  foine  animad- 
verfion,  in  both  houfes.  Lord 
Grenville,  in  his  remarks  upon 
the  fubjedl,  took  occafion  to  advert 
to  an  extraordinary  anomaly  in  the 
judicial  proceedings  of  Scotland, 
by  which  perfons  who  had  obtained 
the  fentence  of  the  court  of  feflion, 
wefe  yet,  before  they  could  obtain 
the  confequent  advantages,  com¬ 
pelled  to  get  a  copy  of  the  fen¬ 
tence,  or,  as  it  was  legally  expreflf- 
ed,  “  an  extraCt  of  the  decreet/’ 
The  expence  incurred  by  this  form 
was  frequently  enormous.  In  one 
cafe  the  copy  had  cofl  an  individual 
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1200/.  ;  in  another,  where  the 
whole  property  in  quedion  was 
from  500/.  to  600/.  the  charge  for 
fuch  copy  was  above  300/.  Lord 
Grenville  drew  up  a  bill  with  the 
view  of  corre<ffing  this  abufe, 
which  he  moved  fhould  be  read  a 
iirft  time.  The  motion  was  affented 
to  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Lord  Redefdale. 

A  defeft  of  a  nature  fomewhat 
fimilar,  in  the  Scottifh  legal  forms, 
was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Horner, 
when  the  report  from  thecommittee 
upon  the  bill  was  brought  up  to 
the  commons..  This  was  the  ne- 
ceility  under  which  fuitors  were 
placed,  when  anfwering  the  alle¬ 
gations  of  their  opponents,  of  firft 
taking  out  copies  of  all  the  elabo¬ 
rate  pleadings  required  to  be  en¬ 
tered  by  the  other  fide,  as  records 
of  the  court,  before  they  could 
proceed  to  any  replication  by  plea 
or  evidence.  Thefe  pleadings  had, 
in  fome  indances,  amounted  to  a 
volume  of  1500  pages,  the  copy  of 
each  of  which  required  the  Signa¬ 
ture  of  an  officer  of  the  court,  who 
receives  a  fee  upon  each ;  and 
cafes  occurred  where,  though  the 
fum  in  litigation  did  not  exceed 
200/.  or  300/.  the  fees  of  court 
alone  amounted  to  500/.  or  700/. 
and  in  one  fuch  indance  to  1500/. 
This  arrangement  had  long  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  Scottifh  courts,  for 
no  other  reafon,  apparently,  than 
to  create  a  revenue  for  the  Scotch 
law  officers  :  it  was,  however,  a 
bar  in  the  purfuit  of  juftice  wholly 
infuraioun table  to  all  fuitors  in 
ordinary  cafes  ;  and  even  where  a 
fuitor  was  fuccefsful,  and  his  anta- 
gonift  chofe  to  appeal  to  the  houfe 
of  lords,  Tthe  parties  could  not 
proceed  thither  without  taking 
out  complete  copies  of  the  pro¬ 


ceedings  in  the  courts  below,  al¬ 
though  not  of  the  lead;  ufe  to  them, 
nor  competent  to  furnilh  any  new 
lights  to  his  advocates  before  the 
higher  tribunal.  The  oppreffive 
nature  of  the  fydem  complained  of 
by  Mr.  Horner  was  generally  ad¬ 
mitted,  but  any  fudden  or  imma¬ 
ture  innovation  in  the  legal  prac¬ 
tice  of  Scotland,  fuch  as  it  had 
exided  for  above  300  years,  was 
deprecated. 

A  motion  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  for  an  increafe  of 
the  falaries  of  the  Englifh  judges, 
was  received  with  an  equal  expref- 
fion  of  approbation  from  all  par¬ 
ties.  The  propofal  was  to  vote 
from  the  confolidated  fund  fuch 
a  fum  as  would  afford  1000/. 
a-year  additional  both  to  the  chief 
baron  and  judices,  and  to  the 
puifne  judges  of  the  courts  of  law. 
An  increafe  of  400/.  a-year  was  at 
the  fame  time  to  be  allowed  to  the 
Welch  judges.  Mr.  Perceval  ob- 
ferved,  that  until  the  propofed  al¬ 
terations  in  the  conditutiun  of  the 
court  of  feffion  were  definitively 
arranged,  he  thought  it  proper  to 
poftpone  the  application  of  the 
meafure  to  the  Scotch  judges. 
With  refpeft  to  thofe  of  Ireland, 
he  was  not  inclined,  without  fur¬ 
ther  information  upon  the  fubjeef, 
to  fubmit  any  fimilar  propofition 
relative  to  that  part  of  the  empire. 
Mr.  Bankes  vvifhed  to  couple  the 
increafe  of  falary  to  the  Welch 
judges,  with  their  exclufion  from 
feats  in  parliament.  In  this  he 
was  fupported  by  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly,  who  obferved,  that  for  the 
lad  thirty  years,  the  Welch  judges, 
with  only  three  exceptions,  had 
been  chofen  from  among  gentlemen 
of  the  profeffion  who  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  houfe.  The*  cl  a  ufe, 

however, 
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however,  was  negatived,  and  the 
bill  palled. 

A  meafure  which  equally  with 
the  above  merited  and  met  with 
the  general  a  (lent  of  the  houfe, 
was  brought  forward  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  his 
proportion  for  the  increafe  of  the 
fmaller  livings  in  England.  From 
the  returns  already  made  upon  this 
fubjedl,  imperfedf  as  they  were,  it 
appeared  that,  by  the  regular  ap* 
plication  of  Queen  Anne’s  bounty, 
it  would  take  forty  years  to  come, 
to  make  up  the  fmaller  livings  to 
40/.  a-year;  and  thrice  that  pe¬ 
riod,  or  120  years,  to  make  them 
up  to  100/.  a-year ;  and  fo  on  in  a 
greater  proportion.  Mr.  Perce¬ 
val  confidered  it  expedient,  there¬ 
fore,  to  take  a  Hep  towards  accom- 
plilhing  the  firft  degree,  by  pro- 
pofing  that  the  houfe  Ihould  vote 
thefum  of  100,000 /.  to  be  paid  to 
the  governors  of  Queen  Anne's 
bounty,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  fund.  Suppofmg 
the  houfe  to  purfue  this  fyltem 
yearly,  they  would,  in  the  fhort 
fpace  of  four  years,  attain  the  firft 
objecd,  namely,  the  increafe  of 
the  finall  livings  to  50/.  a-vear. 
Mr.  Perceval,  at  the  fame  time, 
declared,  that  it  was  not  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  coniine  the  meafure  to  Eng¬ 
land,  but  that  he  Ihould,  on  a  future 
day,  move  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma. 
jelly,  for  a  ftatement  of  the  poor 
livings  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
lor  the  purpofe  of  extending  to 
them  a  dmilar  relief.  The  refolu- 
tion  was  warmly  fupported  by 
Lord  H.  Petty  and  Mr.  Wilber, 
force,  and  agreed  to  unani- 
moully. 

Mav  2  .  A  fin£ular  ^gulation 

'  *  in  the  Handing  orders 

was  propofed,  in  the  houfe  of 


peers,  by  Lord  Auckland.  He 
moved  that  it  be  “  ordered, 
that  no  bill,  grounded  on  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  this  houfe  to  dilfolve  a 
marriage  for  the  caufe  of  adultery, 
and  to  enable  the  petitioner  to 
marry  again,  fhall  be  received  by 
this  houfe,  unlefs  a  provifion  be 
inferted  in  fuch  bill,  that  it  111  all 
not  be  lawful  for  the  perfcn  wliofe 
marriage  with  the  petitioner  dial! 
be  dilfolved,  to  intermarry  with 
any  offending  party,  on  account  of 
whole  adultery  with  fuch  per  fen, 
it  fhall  be  therein  enadfed,  that 
fuch  marriage  fhall  be  fo  dilfolved. " 
Lord  Auckland  obfervcd,  that  it 
notoriotiHy  and  frequently  hap¬ 
pened,  that  adulteries  take  place 
on  the  unprincipled  calculation 
that  a  change  of  huibands  is  de- 
firable  and  attainable.  The  new 
compact  is  underdood  between  the 
parties,  and  becomes  a  fort  of  part- 
nerlhip  of  eventual  difhonour,  in 
fome  degree  fandfioned  and  gua¬ 
ranteed  by  the  furrounding  fociety. 
The  human  mind  is  fuch  a  mixture 
ofweaknefs  and  reafoning,  that  a 
woman  can  fometimes  frame  to 
herfelf  an  apology  for  the  breach 
of  her  marriage  vow,  in  the  hope 
and  {peculation  that  fhe  may  con¬ 
tract  a  new  engagement  at  the  altar 
with  the  partner  of  her  crime.  By 
the  prevention  of  fuch  marriages, 
the  arts  of  fedudlion  would  be  de¬ 
prived  of  one  of  its  principal  al¬ 
lurements,  and  the  prohibition 
might  operate  as  falutarily  on  the 
feducer.  It  would,  if  he  poffeffed 
one  latent  fpark  of  generolity, 
deter  him  from  an  injury  from 
which  all  pretence  to  reparation 
is  precluded ,  and  undoubtedly,  in 
many  inltances,  that  effedl  would 
be  produced  ;  with  refpedf  to  the 
unfortunate  objedt  of  fedudlion,  its 

tendency 
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tendency  wax  obvious.  There  is 
a  common  phrafe,  that  “  the 
woman  that  deliberates  is  loll 
but  it  has  been  well  faid,  that 
fhould  the  prohibition  in  queftion 
be  eftablifhed,  every  woman  who 
deliberates  will  be  faved.  Irre¬ 
trievable  ruin  will  p relent  itfeif  to 
her  view. 

Lord  Mulgrave  profefTed,  that 
he  did  not  fee  how  the  great  caufe 
of  morality  could  be  effe&ually 
promoted  by  a  meafiire,  which 
would  deprive  the  female  of  almoft 
her  only  chance  for  the  amendment 
of  her  life.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  rather  encouraged  fe- 
ducers  by  taking  away  all  remedy 
for  mifcondudt.  Some  unfortunate 
ladies  had  difplayed  after  their 
faults,  a  character  that  might  even 
be  called  exemplary.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  Lord  Erlkine,  fup- 
ported  the  motion  5  the  neceffity 
of  which  was  further  advocated  by 
Lord  Grenville,  who  exprefled  his 
anxiety  that  fome  means  might  be 
devifed  for  the  limitation  of  the 
expenfes  attending  a  divorce  bill. 
The  prefent  fyflem,  he  faid,  was  a 
Wrong  one;  it  proceeded  upon  the 
principle  of  granting  a  private  fa¬ 
vour  by  adf  of  parliament,  and 
thus  excluded  from  relief  the  lower 
claffes  of  fociety.  Lord  Liverpool 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  meafuie. 
Lord  Darnley  oppofed  it;  the 
houfe  then  divided,  and  there  were 
found,  for  Lord  Auckland’s  mo¬ 
tion,  28;  againft,  it  12.  Aproteft 
was  figned  by  Lords  Befborough 
and  Berkeley,  on  the  grounds,  ill, 
Of  the  inexpediency  of  the  meafure 
in  itfeif,  with  a  view  to  the  ob- 
jed  propofed ;  and  2dly,  Of  its 
implying  the  arrogarion  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  of  the  foie  right 


to  legislate  on  this  queftion,  with¬ 
out  allowing-  10  the  other  houfe  of 

O 

parliament,  the  power  of  deliber¬ 
ating  upon  fo  material  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  of  England. 

The  fubjed  was  taken  up,  upon 
this  ground,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  by  Lord  Poreheller,  who 
moved  that  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  infped  the  journals  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  far  as  re^ 
lated  to  any  Handing  order  with 
refped  to  the  introdudion  of  di¬ 
vorce  bills.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  faid,  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the 
lords  to  introduce  fuch  a  claufe 
into  a  bill,  without  any  (landing 
order;  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  nothing  farther  to  do  with  it, 
than  to  canvafs  the  propriety  of 
the  claufe,  when  it  came  up  with 
the  bill.  The  lords  had  done  no¬ 
thing  more  than  abridge  their  own 
privileges  to  a  certain  extent. 
Both  houfes  were  perfedly  compe¬ 
tent  to  regulate  their  own  modes 
of  proceedings*  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  bills  till  they  came  before 
them.  Mr.  Windham  contended* 
that  the  motion  fhould  be  adopted, 
in  order  to  fee  what  the  exact  na¬ 
ture  of  the  order  was,  and  the 
houfe  might  then  confider  how  it 
fhould  defend  itfeif.  He  argued 
ftrongiy  upon  the  unfairnefs  of  not 
being  permitted  to  difcufs  any 
individual  cafe,  without  being 
fhackled  by  fuch  a  claufe  as  this. 
Mr.  Wynn  faw  nothing  to  objedt 
in  the  regulation,  while  con¬ 
fined  to  bills  originating  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords;  but,  from  the 
wording  of  the  order,  it  feemed  to 
apply  equally  to  bills  fent  from 
the  commons,  and  for  this  reafon 
he  fhould  vote  for  the  motion. 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  thought  it 

fairlv 

j 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


fairly  to  be  prefumed,  that  the 
lords  meant  to  confine  the  opera, 
tion  of  their  order,  to  bills  origi- 
nating  in  their  own  houfe,  and 
feeing  in  this  no  breach  of  the  pri* 
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vileges  of  the  commons*  he  fhould 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion. 
Upon  a  divilion,  the  numbers  were 
in  favour  of  its  rejection* 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Debates  on  onr  Relations  with  America .  Motion  of  Lord  Grenville  for  an 
Addrefs  to  the  King  on  the  Subject.  His  Speech  reprobating  the  Conduct 
of  Government  towards  that  Country.  Earl  Bathurfi's  Reply  in  Defence 
of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Lords  Sidmouth  and  Auckland  fuppent  the 
Motion  ;  oppofed  by  Lord  Liverpool ;  lojl  upon  a  Divifion .  Similar  A d~ 
drefs  moved  in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Whitbread .  Able  and  comprehen - 
five  Speech  of  Mr.  Stephen ,  in  Vindication  of  the  Policy  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  Explains  the  Ground  upon  which  they  were  ijfued ,  as  indf- 
penfable  for  the  Protection  of  our  Commerce.  Scheme  propofed  to 
the  Enemy  by  General  Armfirong.  Right  of  Retaliation .  Defends  the 
Rejection  of  the  late  Overtures  from  America .  Mr.  Grattan  fupports 
the  Addrefs.  Mr.  A.  Baring  f peaks  on  the  fame  Sidey  and  is  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Rofiy  whoy  from  Statements  which  he  lays  before  the  Houfe ,  con * 
lends  that  our  Commerce  had  J, "offered  little  from  the  Embargo .  Mr .  Can - 

ning  afferts  that  the  fame  DoCtriney  as  to  neutral  Trade ,  was  put  forward 
by  the  late  A  dm inifiration ,  in  their  Order  of  Jan.  1S07.  Lord  PL  Petty 
replies.  Motion  rejected.  Motion  of  Lord  Selkirk  refpeCiing  the  Affair  of 
the  Chefapeake .  Affairs  of  Ireland.  Bill  for  Extenfion  of  the  Inland 
Navigation  in  that  Country.  Bounty  on  Flax  Seed ;  oppofed  by  Mr.  Bar - 
ing  a?id  Mr.  Horner:  fupported  by  Mr.  Perceval  and  Mr.  Grattan , 
Motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  refpeCiing  the  Appointment  of  Mr.  Beau¬ 
champ  Hill.  Singular  Defence  from  Mr.  Croker.  Motion  loft .  Claufe 
in  the  Irijh  Revenue  Regulation  Billy  refpeCiing  the  Irifh  Excife  Officers. 
Debate  upon  the  Subject.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Windham.  Claufe  rejected 
upon  a  Divifion .  Mr.  Parnell's  Motion  for  the  Commutation  of  Tithes  in 
Ireland.  Oppofed  by  Mr.  Percevaly  on  the  Ground  of  its  Impracticability . 
Supported  by  Mr.  Ponfionby  and  Mr.  Grattan.  Previous  Qucfiion  ?noved 
upon  ity  and  carried.  Irifh  Malt  and  Spirit  Duties  Bill.  Oppofed  by 
Sir  John  Newport .  Bill  loft.  Irifh  Dijlillery  Bills.  Regulations  pro - 
pofed  by  Mr.  F offer B  Objected  to  by  Sir  John  Newport.  Grounds  of 

his  Objection.  Bill  carried. 


r|^HE  important  fubjetft  of  our 
difputes  with  America, 
which  had  been  incidentally  intro¬ 
duced  in  all  the  debates  concerning 
the  Hate  of  our  external  relations, 
was  formally  brought  before  the 


Houfe  of  Lords  by  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  who  reprobated  in  p  ^ 
ftrong  terms,  the  conduct 
of  government  towards 
that  country  ;  condudt  which  he 
could  account  for  only  by  attri¬ 
buting 
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luting  to  minifters,  a  fixed  defign 
of  forcing  her  into  hoftility  with 
Great  Britain.  Such  he  affirmed  to 
be  the  direct  tendency  of  the  orders 
in  council.  America  was  the  only 
power  upon  which  they  could  ope¬ 
rate,  and  upon  her  the  efFed  was 
to  produce  a  colonial  monopoly  of 
all  the  merchandize  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  to  be  brought  to 
this  country,  to  pay  duty  before 
it  can  be  conveyed  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  The  duties  thus  levied 
up  to  the  5th  of  January,  amount¬ 
ed  to  31,000/.  and  this  fum  was 
to  compenfate  the  alienation  and 
exafperation,  which  fo  violent  an 
interference  with  their  commercial 
rights,  mud  inevitably  produce  in 
America.  To  our  own  commerce, 
thefe  meafures  had  been  equally 
pernicious.  By  documents  on  the 
table,  it  appeared,  that,  for  En. 
gland  alone,  the  diminution  of  our 
exports,  in  theyear  ending  the  10th 
of  October,  1 808,  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  was  6, 200,000/. 
that  of  our  exports  5,200,000/. 
exclufive  of  the  Irifh  and  Scotch 
trade,  a  great  part  of  which  lay 
with  America.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  he  ftrongly  difapproved 
of  the  refufal  of  the  fair  and  equit¬ 
able  arrangement  offered  by  Mr. 
Pinckney,  by  which  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  remove  the  embargo,  as 
far  as  regarded  this  country,  upon 
our  repealing  the  orders  of  coun¬ 
cil,  in  as  far  as  they  afFeded  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  he  moved  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty,  praying  him  to  adopt 
without  delay,  on  the  bafis  of  this 
propofal,  fuch  meafures  as  might 
bell  tend  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
commercial  intercourfe  between  his 
majefty ’s  dominions,  and  the 
United  States, 


Earl  Bathurft  denied  that  the 
decreafe  of  our  commerce  in  the 
period  alluded  to,  was  the  effed 
of  the  orders  in  council  only ;  it 
was  in  that  year,  that  the  ports  of 
Ruflia  and  Denmark  were  clofed 
to  us,  and  even  the  defalcation  of 
our  commerce  with  America,  was 
not  diredly  attributable  to  thofe 
orders,  but  to  the  American  em¬ 
bargo  and  non-importation  bill* 
That  the  embargo  did  not  arife 
from  the  orders  in  council  was 
plain,  as  it  was  impofed  three 
days  before  the  orders  were  iftued  ; 
but,  in  fad,  the  diminution  of  our 
exports,  was  conneded  with  nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  meafures,  as  our  ex¬ 
ports  had  already  been  diminifhed 
4,000,000/.  fterling,  in  confequence 
of  the  non-importation  ad  which 
was  iffued  two  months  before  either 
of  the  other  meafures  were  reforted 
to  ;  and  of  the  repeal  of  this  ad, 
he  wifhed  the  houfe  to  obferve,  no 
hope  whatever  was  held  out  in  the 
propofition  of  the  American  go¬ 
vernment  in  Auguft  laft.  With 
refped  to  the  rejedion  of  thefe 
propositions,  thecircumftances  were 
fhortly  thefe.  France,  in  her  de¬ 
crees,  had  declared  Great  Britain  _ 
in  a  ftate  of  blockade.  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  retaliated  by  a  fimilar  decla¬ 
ration  refpeding  France.  Ame¬ 
rica,  who  was  an  accidental  fuffe re r 
in  thefe  meafures,  interferes,  and 
propofes,  that  we  fhould  re  trad: 
our  ad  of  retaliation,  leaving  the 
enemy  to  perfift  with  impunity  in 
his  aggreftions  ;  the  effed  of  which, 
if  granted,  would  have  been  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  enemy,  both  from  the 
p re  flu  re  of  the  embargo,  and  from 
the  preffure  of  the  orders  in  council, 
and  to  relieve  us  merely  from  that 
of  the  embargo,  without  any  af- 


furance 


1 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[145 


furance  of  the  repeal  of  the  non¬ 
importation  adf.  Minifters  felt  no 
hoftile  difpofition  towards  Ame¬ 
rica.  It  was  not  the  intereft, 
and  it  could  not  be  the  wifh  of 
the  Britifh  government,  to  involve 
this  country  in  a  war  with  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  but  as  little  was  it  difpofed 
to  furrender  the  rights  in  coinpro- 
mifing  the  honour  of  the  nation, 
with  the  charader  and  interefts  of 
which  it  was  intrufted.  He  (hould 
therefore  oppofe  the  noble  lord's 
motion. 

Lords  Sidmouth  and  Erfkine 
fupported  the  motion.  Lord  Auck¬ 
land  affirmed,  that  the  embargo 
was,  in  fad:,  the  confequence  of  the 
orders  in  council,  which,  though 
not  officially  announced  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  were  known  there  to  have 
been  adopted,  when  the  embargo 
was  reforted  to.  Lord  Liverpool 
vindicated  the  condud  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  upon  a  divifion,  the 
numbers  were,  contents  70,  non- 
contents  115. 

In  the  debate  which  took  place, 
Mar  when  an  addrefs  upon  this 
£  *  fubjed,  was  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  ar¬ 
guments  adduced  by  the  fupport- 
ers  of  the  meafure,  were,  for  the 
moft  part,  the  fame  with  thofe 
which  had  been  urged  i,n  the  lords. 
The  addrefs  which  was  propofed 
by  Mr.  Whitbread,  was  fimilar  in 
its  effed,  with  that  which  had 
been  brought  forward  by  Lord 
Grenville.  Mr.  Stephen,  upon 
this  occafion,  entered  fully  into 
the  queftion,  and,  in  a  comprehen- 
five  and  able  fpeech,  defended  the 
fpirit  of  our  whole  condud  to¬ 
wards  America.  In  confidering 
the  effeds  of  the  orders  in  council 
upon  our  commerce,  he  obferved, 
that  the  chief  point,  in  the  e.xa- 
Vol.  LI.  or  You.  IX.  New  Ser 


minations  which  took  place  laft 
feffion,  was  to  fix  the  true  effeds 
which  had  been  produced  by  the 
Berlin  decree  upon  our  trade,  prior 
to  the  counteradion  of  that  decree, 
by  the  orders  in  council  of  No¬ 
vember  1807.  This  it  was  clearly 
effential  to  afcertain,  before  we 
could  pretend  tcxdetermine  the  fpe- 
cific  effeds  of  the  retaliation.  Many 
gentlemen  of  the  firft  commercial 
eminence,  were  examined  at  the 
bar,  as  to  the  Hate  of  our  com¬ 
merce  with  the  continent,  imme¬ 
diately  prior  to  the  orders  in  coun* 
cil,  of  November,  1807,  and  they 
all  declared  with  one  voice,  that 
from  the  month  of  Auguft  preced¬ 
ing,  it  was  abfolutely  ruined; 
with  equal  unanimity,  they  af» 
cribed  this  ruin  to  the  effeds  of 
the  Berlin  decree.  That  decree,  it 
feems,  had  not  been  in  the  firft 
inftance,  executed  with  rigour ; 
and  it  was  not  till  about  Auguft, 
that  the  enemy  began  in  earneft  to 
enforce  its  operation,  by  the 
feizure  of  all  neutral  veffels  that 
had  traded  or  touched  here,  when 
the  confequence  was  a  fpeedy  and 
total  proftration  of  our  European 
trade,  and  this  long  before  the 
iffue  of  the  orders  in  council. 
From  the  fame  evidence,  it  appear¬ 
ed,  that  premiums  upon  infurance 
to  the  continent,  were  raifed  by 
the  Berlin  decree,  from  4  to  15, 
20,  and  30  guineas  per  cent.  ;  and 
that,  infurance  to  any  confider- 
able  extent,  could  not  be  effeded 
at  all.  An  advance  of  full  50  per 
cent,  took  place  even  on  voyages 
in  American  veffels,  between  this 
country  to  America. 

But  Mr,  Stephen  contended  it 
was  a  very  inadequate  ftatement  of 
the  mifchiefs  which  would  have 
refultcd  to  our  commerce  by  the 
ies.  [iif]  enemy's 
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enemy's  plan,  if  unrefifted,  to  fay, 
that  we  mult  finally  have  loft  by 
it,  all  our  trade  with  the  conti¬ 
nent.  1  his,  as  had  been  {hewn, 
had  actually  been  loft  by  a  tempo¬ 
rary  acquiefcence;  but  the  fame 
hoflUe  fyftem  would  foon  have 
driven  us  almoft  entirely  out  of 
the  trade  of  the  new  world,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  old.  This 
was  eafdy  demonftrable.  A  great 
part  of  our  exports  to  America 
have  been  paid  for  by  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  upon  England,  received  by 
American  lfierchants  in  payment 
for  cargoes  carried  by  them  to  the 
continent.  The  native  produce  of 
America,  not  being  fufticient  in 
value  to  pay  for  all  the  goods  that 
fire  takes  in  return,  ihe  muft  pay 
the  balance  by  the  returns  of  the 
trade  fhe  carries  on  to  other  coun¬ 
tries,  or  not  at  all.  But,  under 
the  circumftances  in  which  the  or¬ 
ders  in  council  of  November,  found 
our  foreign  trade,  fuch  bills  would 
foon  have  ceafed  to  exift.  Bilis 
of  exchange  are  obvioufly  the 
fruit,  as  well  as  the  medium  of 
commerce.  They  are  produced  by 
the  operations  of  importing  and 
exporting,  buying  and  felling  ; 
and  when  trade  between  two  coun¬ 
tries,  has  for  fome  time  ceafed  to 
exift,  there  can  no  longer  be  any 
ordinary  means  of  obtaining  bills 
of  exchange,  drawn  from  the  one 
upon  the  other.  Let  it  be  fup- 
pofed  then,  that  the  blockade  of 
the  Englifh  iflands  is  completely 
enforced  on  every  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  it  was  clear  that  Ame¬ 
rican  merchants,  if  they  ftill  wifh- 
ed  to  obtain  bills  there,  drawn  on 
this  country,  in  order  to  purchafe 
©ur  manufactures,  would  no  longer 
be  able  to  find  them.  The  evil, 
however,  would  not  reft  here. 


That  large  portion  of  our  exports 
to  America,  which  was  fent  in  re¬ 
turn  for  its  native  produce,  muft 
have  been  diminifhed  in  proportion 
as  that  produce  was  formerly  im¬ 
ported  by  our  merchants,  not  for 
our  own  confumption,  but  for  re¬ 
exportation  to  the  continent.  More 
than  half  our  annual  import  of  to¬ 
bacco,  was  thus  difpofed  of.  It 
is  evident,  that  all  exportation  to 
the  continent  being  cut  off,  we 
muft  have  loft  as  much  of  our  ex¬ 
port  trade  to  the  United  States,  as 
thofe  continental  returns  before 
ufed  to  pay  lor.  We  could  not 
fupply  America  gratuitously,  and 
our  exports  muft  have  fallen  off 
with  her  means  of  payment.  She 
muft  have  carried  ail  that  part  of 
her  produce,  which  we  formerly 
imported,  but  did  not  confume, 
direCtly  to  the  continent,  and  ta¬ 
ken  her  returns  from  thence  j  and 
the  ufe  of  continental  manufactures, 
inftead  of  our  own,  would  thus 
have  been  encouraged,  and  in  a 
manner  forced  upon  the  American 
and  Weft  Indian  confomer.  But  if 
the  intereft  of  neutral  merchants, 
as  governed  by  the  Berlin  decree, 
had  not  fufiiciently  infured  effeCts 
thus  deftruCtive  to  our  commerce, 
the  enemy  had  an  expedient  in  re¬ 
fer  ve,  of  which  General  Arm- 
ftrong,  in  a  letter  to  M.  Cham- 
pagny,  had  kindly  reminded  him. 
France  had  only  to  preferibe,  that 
all  neutral  veffels  trading  to  her 
ports,  fhould  take  the  returns,  ex- 
elufively  in  her  own  goods  and 
manufactures,  and  to  impofe  the 
fame  fyftem  on  the  other  mari¬ 
time  powers  of  the  continent  ;  a 
meafure  which  Hanterive  had  al¬ 
ready  recommended  to  the  French 
government,  as  the  moft  effectual 
for  the  deftruClion  of  our  maritime 
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power,  and  undoubtedly  its  fuc- 
cefs  in  that  point  of  view,  would 
be  infallible.  The  Weft  Indian 
and  American  produce,  together 
with  the  Eaft  Indian  goods,  brought 
by  American  merchants  to  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe,  have  largely  ex¬ 
ceeded  in  value,  the  goods  they 
carried  from  the  continent  in  re¬ 
turn  ;  and  the  excefs  would  natu¬ 
rally  be  much  greater,  when  a 
large  part  of  their  export  trade  to 
this  country,  fhould,  by  the  caufea 
already  noticed,  be  transferred 
to  the  continent.  An  excluftve 
confumption,  therefore,  of  conti¬ 
nental  goods  and  manufactures  in 
their  own  markets,  in  the  foreign 
Weft  Indies,  and  in  Spanifh  and 
Portuguefe  America,  would  be¬ 
come  abfoluteiy  necefiary  to  the 
interefl  of  American  commerce. 
The  merchants  of  the  United  States 
could  no  otherwife  difpofe  of  the 
additional  returns,  which  by  this 
arbitrary  fyftem  they  would  be 
obliged  to  take.  Their  profitable 
trade  in  the  produce  of  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  of  the  foreign  Weft  In¬ 
dia  iflands,  m uft  be  renounced  by 
them  in  proportion,  as  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  import  the  manufactures 
of  England.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  profits  of  that  outward  trade, 
would  enable  them  to  carry  back 
continental  manufactures  at  a  very 
cheap  rate,  and  to  fell  them  at 
prices  which  the  importer  from 
England  could  by  no  means  afford. 
The  American  and  Weft  India 
markets,  would  be  glutted  with 
manufactures  the  rivals  of  our 
own  }  and  a  confumption  would  be 
forced  in  their  favour  in  every 
part  of  the  New  World.  We  had, 
Mr.  Stephen  affirmed,  been  already 
much  fupplanted  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  efpecially  in  the  fupply  of 
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the  Spanifh  colonies,  by  means  of 
neutral  commerce.  It  was  noto¬ 
rious,  and  in  evidence  before  the 
houfe,  that  this  effect  had  flowed 
from  our  permitting  the  carriage 
of  the  produce  of  thofe  colonies  to 
Europe,  and  the  carrying  back 
the  returns,  in  continental  manu- 
failures,  for  the  fupply  of  thofe 
colonies  through  America.  This 
was  one  of  the  effeds  of  our  relax¬ 
ation  of  our  belligerent  rights* 
But  under  that  improvement  pf  the 
hoftile  fyftem,  recommended  by 
General  Armftrong,  our  exclufior 
from  the  markets  of  all  foreign 
America,  would  be  complete  and 
final.  It  was  here  then  that  he 
made  his  ftand  ;  it  was  upon  this 
ground  that  he  oppofed  any  con- 
ceffion  to  America,  unrefifted  by 
our  orders  in  council.  By  our  con- 
fequent  exclufion,  not  merely  from 
the  ports  of  Europe,  but  of  thofe 
of  America,  our  maritime  com¬ 
merce,  and  together  with  it,  our 
revenue  and  our  navy,  would  be 
deftroyed.  He  would  do  much, 
very  much,  to  avoid  a  quarrel 
with  America,  but  he  could  not 
afford  to  avert  it,  at  an  expence 
like  this* 

After  thus  ably  difcuffing  the 
policy  of  the  orders  in  quell  ion, 
IVIr.  Stephen  proceeded  to  defend 
the  juft  ice  of  them.  The  general 
right  of  retaliation  upon  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  enemy,  did  not  appear 
to  be  denied  by  the  American  go¬ 
vernment,  although  it  did  not  ex- 
prefsiy  admit  it.  The  complaint 
was  rather,  that  we  had  exercifed 
it  in  a  cafe,  where  we  had  fuftain- 
ed  no  practical  injury  ;  and  againft 
a  neutral  power,  which  had  not 
acquiefced  in,  but  refilled  the  de¬ 
crees  for  which  we  retaliate.  The 
former  of  thefe  topics,  the  evi- 
[K  2]  dence 
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dence  taken  before  the  houfe  had 
completely  difproved.  With  re- 
fped  to  the  fecond  point,  if  we 
admit  that  the  acquiefcence  of 
America,  in  the  French  decrees, 
was  the  only  ground  upon  which 
we  had  a  right  to  interrupt  her 
commerce  with  the  enemy,  it  ne- 
ceflarily  follows,  that,  upon  the 
adoption  of  any  fuch  unjuft  and  in¬ 
jurious  meafure  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  we  mu  ft  fubmit  unrefift- 
ingly  to  ail  its  effeds,  however 
ruinous  to  ourfelves,  till  it  is  feen 
whether  America  will  acquiefce  or 
not.  Upon  this  ground,  France 
may,  at  her  difcretion,  interrupt 
our  commerce,  for  feveral  months 
at  leaft,  by  the  grofleft  violations 
of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations ; 
and  herfelf  enjoy,  during  the  fame 
period,  in  fpite  of  our  naval  fu- 
periority,  all  the  benefits  of  neu¬ 
tral  commerce  and  trade.  A  ge¬ 
neral  confequence  of  the  principle 
would  be,  that  the  great  diftance 
of  a  neutral  ftate  is  an  inconve¬ 
nience  which  muft  fall  exclufivelv 
upon  the  belligerent,  who  refpeds 
its  rights,  and  redound  to  the 
advantage  only  of  him,  by  whom 
they  are  invaded. 

It  is  a  common  error,  continued 
Mr.  Stephen,  to  confider  the  or¬ 
ders  in  council,  as  meafures  of  a 
vindicatory  kind.  Had  they  been 
fuch,  in  relation  to  the  neutral 
merchants  affeded  by  them,  it 
was  clear,  that  the  neutral  go¬ 
vernments  Ihould  have  received 
previous  notice.  But  confidering 
the  orders  in  their  true  intention, 
which  was  remedial  and  felf-de- 
fenfive,  it  was  prepofterous  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  remedy  ought  to 
have  been  fufpended,  till  the  mif- 
chief  was  irreparably  done.  We 
retaliated  upon  the  enemy  in  order 


to  parry  a  blow,  aimed  for  the 
deftrudion  of  our  commerce  ;  and 
the  right  fo  to  defend  ourfelves, 
if  it  exifted  at  all,  was  immediate. 
We  did  not,  as  had  been  alleged, 
punifii  neutrals  for  the  enemy's 
injuftice;  we  only  prevented  them 
from  trading  freely  with  a  power, 
which,  in  violation  of  the  rights 
of  their  neutrality,  prevented  them 
from  trading  with  us.  Their  ab- 
ftaining  from  commerce  with  him, 
while  his  injurious  and  infulting 
edids  were  in  force,  was  due  even 
to  the  honour  of  their  own  flags, 
and  was  what  their  governments 
on  knowledge  of  the  cafe,  were 
bound  to  enjoin. 

With  refped  to  the  late  overture 
from  the  American  government, 
Mr.  Stephen  contended,  that  it 
was  virtually  a  propofal  that  we 
fhould  give  up  real  and  efFedual, 
and  accept  in  their  ftead,  nominal 
and  ufelefs  reftridions  upon  the 
commerce  of  France,  and  her  al¬ 
lies.  In  reforting  to  a  general  em¬ 
bargo,  the  American  government 
took  a  meafure  which  was  certainly 
to  a  great  degree  efficient.  It  is 
executed  in  the  ports  of  America, 
by  the  municipal  authorities  on 
fhore.  But  in  the  cafe  of  an  em¬ 
bargo  as  to  France,  or  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  power,  the  practical  na¬ 
ture  of  the  meafure  is  entirelv 
changed.  It  becomes  a  law  not 
againft  failing  from  certain  parts 
of  America,  but  againft  proceed¬ 
ing  to  certain  parts  of  Europe. 
The  violations  are  ads  done,  not 
at  home,  but  abroad  ;  ads  not 
palling  under  the  eye  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  port  officers,  and  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  prevented  by  their 
authority.  Giving  the  American 
government  credit  for  every  in¬ 
tention  to  prohibit  by  a  law, 
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guarded  by  the  flrongeft  fanftions 
that  could  be  decreed,  the  trading 
with  France  in  American  fhlps, 
ftill  what  fecurity  fhould  we  have 
that  the  prohibition  would  be 
effeftual  i  Under  the  cover  of 
a  clearance  to  England,  or  to  any 
other  country  with  which  trade 
was  permitted,  the  American  mer¬ 
chants  would  fend  their  (hips  fe- 
eurely  to  the  ports  of  our  enemies, 
and  laugh  at  the  impotent  pro- 
vifions  of  their  own  municipal 
laws.  They  might  even  for  years 
carry  on  the  commerce  with  her 
allies,  or  even  trade  from  one 
French  port  to  another,  without 
vifiting  any  part  of  the  United 
States ;  for  it  fhould  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  the  previous  condition 
to  be  performed  on  our  part,  in 
the  propofed  arrangement,  was  a 
repeal,  not  only  of  our  orders  of 
November,  1807,  but  that  of 
the  Jaa®ary  preceding;  the  order 
which  alone  reftrains  neutral  vef= 
fels  from  carrying  on  the  coafting- 
trade  of  our  enemies,  and  their 
commercial  intercourfe  with  each 
other  in  every  part  of  Europe. 
France,  therefore,  while  continu¬ 
ing  to  trample  on  the  neutral 
rights,  and  to  cut  off  our  com¬ 
merce  with  the  continent,  by 
means  of  the  Berlin  decree,  would 
enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  neutral 
navigation. 

But  after  all,  what  important 
fruits  fhould  we  have  reaped  from 
the  removal  of  the  embargo,  if 
the  non-importation  aft  was  to 
remain  in  force  ?  And  how  could 
the  continuance  of  that  molt  un¬ 
friendly  law,  be  made  to  confift 
with  amity  between  the  two 
countries  ?  We  might  have  re¬ 
gained  our  imports  from  the 
United  States,  which  the  Ameri¬ 
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can  people  are  diftreffed  by  with¬ 
holding,  and  the  want  of  which  is 
now  afeertained  to  be  harmlefs  to 
ourfelves  and  to  our  colonies  ;  but 
the  greater  part  of  our  export 
trade  to  America  would  ftifl  have 
remained  prohibited.  This  was 
plainly  Mr.  Jefferfon’s  defign  ;  no 
offer  is  made  to  repeal  the  non¬ 
importation  aft,  nor  is  any  power 
to  remove  that  obftacle  to  be 
found  in  Mr.  Pinckney’s  infrac¬ 
tions. 

Mr.  Stephen  then  proceeded  to 
examine  the  nature  and  extent  of 
that  co-operation  againfl  French 
aggreffion,  which  America  in  her 
overture  had  feemed  to  promife 
to  us,  in  the  event  of  the  repeal 
of  our  orders  in  council.  The 
change  of  fyflem  propofed  in  that 
cafe,  to  be  demanded  from  France, 
he  fhewed,  from  the  principles 
upon  which  Mr.  Jefferfon’s  go¬ 
vernment  had  afted,  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  it  had  held,  would  amount 
to  nothing  more  than  abftinence 
from  feizing  American  veffels  at 
fea.  Buonaparte  was  to  be  left  at 
liberty  to  maintain,  in  full  force, 
his  decrees,  declaring  his  Majef- 
ty’s  dominions  in  a  ftate  of  block¬ 
ade  ;  and  to  enforce  them  by  the 
feizure  and  confifcation  of  every 
American  veffel,  violating  that 
pretended  blockade,  upon  its  arriv¬ 
ing  at  any  part  of  the  continent.  All 
that  was  defired  of  him  was  not  to 
do,  what  would  very  rarely  indeed 
be  in  his  power ;  not  to  feize 
or  carry  into  port  fuch  veffels 
as,  having  no  continental  defti- 
nation,  could  only  be  intercepted 
on  the  coafls  of  England,  or  on  the 
Atlantic. 

Thefe  were  the  chief  topics  of 
Mr.  Stephen’s  fpeech.  There  were 
others,  fcarcely  of  lefs  importance, 
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as  illuftrating  the  general  nature 


of  the  neutral  queftion,  and  the 
real  hate  and  difpofition  of  our 
relations  with  America,  which  in- 
forced  as  they  were  with  the  ac- 
cuftomed  ability  ©f  that  gentle¬ 
man,  we  regret  that  our  limits  for¬ 
bid  us  to  abftraCE 

Mr.  Grattan  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  addrefs,  with  a  degree  of  ani¬ 
mation  and  eloquence  not  often 
called  forth  upon  difcuffions  of 
this  nature.  His  fpeech,  indeed, 
in  every  refpeCt,  formed  an 
amufing  contrail  to  that  of  Mr. 
Stephen.  That  gentleman,  faid 
Mr,  Grattan,  had  argued,  that 
America  had  acquiefced  in  the 
maritime  reftri&ions  impofed  by 
France,  I  deny  ir.  She  refilled 
the  orders  of  Berlin.  She  refilled 
the  decrees  of  France.  General 
Armllrong  remonilrated  repeatedly 
and  fpiritedly.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  embargo  was  not  the  effeCt  of 
our  orders  in  council.  But,  at  any 
rate,'  what  continues  that  em¬ 
bargo  ?  America  offers  to  take 
it  off,  if  you  will  refcind  your 
orders.  Who,  therefore,  is  the 
caufe  of  the  embargo,  when  you 
yourfelves  refufe  to  do  that  which 
if  done  would  remove  it  ?  Is  it 
that  you  join  with  an  unoffending 
neutral,  and  vifit  France  with  the 


are  to  trace  the  footfleps  of  the 
fame  atrocities,  making  the  mea- 
fure  of  French  wrong,  the  mea- 
fure  of  Britifh  right.  Do  you 
imagine  that  your  meafures  can 
effemially  affeCt  the  power  of 
France  ?  That  you  can  coerce 
the  continent  of  Europe  by  the 
exclufion  of  all  colonial  com¬ 
merce  ?  Impoffible  !  You  may 
banifh  luxury  from  Europe  ;  you 
may  abokfh  the  refinements  that 
enervate  your  enemy  ;  you  may 
convince  him  that  fuperfluities  are 
not  neceffaries,  and  prove  to  him 
how  many  things  he  can  live 
without  ;  you  may  make  Europe 
an  univerfal  foldier,  and  England 
will  only  fare  the  worfe  for  it — * 
Buonaparte  knows  this  well :  that 
fuperior  man  of  mifchief  is  glad 
to  fee  you  refort  to  his  own  wea¬ 
pons  ;  for  he  calculates  that  as  yet, 
and  for  a  long  feafon,  your  iniqui¬ 
ties  mull  be  too  impotent  to  af¬ 
fect  him  ferioufly.  In  the  mean¬ 
while  what  effeft  mull  this  have 
upon  America.  You  fend  her  in 
queft  of  thofe  refources  which  will 
ultimately  make  her  independent 
of  your  manufacturers.  So  that 
you  make  the  enemy  a  nation  of 
foldiers,  and  America  a  nation  of 

manufacturers  :  and  thus  you  do 
*  * 

all  you  can  to  enable  the  one  to 


confequences  of  her  own  infolence  ^  beat  you,  and  the  other  to  ftarre 
and  injuftice  ?  No  ;  but  you  join,  you. 


yourfelves  to  France  againll  that 
neutral.  It  is  the  bad  retaliation 
of  a  wicked  principle  :  it  is  a 
fpecies  of  wicked  emulation  in  in- 
juftice.  Extend  the  principle,  and 
if  France,  infiead  of  declaring 
againfl  the  commerce  of  neutra- 
lity,  fliould  declare  ugainft  their 
liberties,  againft  their  lives,  you 
in  the  fpirit  of  thi9  retaliation, 
lofing  the  fpirit  of  what  you  are. 


Mr.  Alexander  Baring  fpoke  in 
fupport  of  the  motion,  and  in  re¬ 
probation  of  the  orders  in  council, 
the  ruinous  effeCts  of  which  upon 
our  commerce,  he  contended  might 
be  eftimated  by  the  enormous 
defalcation  upon  our  exports  and 
imports  which  had  taken  place 
within  the  laft  year,  and  which, 
for  the  united  kingdom,  might  be 
calculated  at  an  amount  little 
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fhort  of  14,000,000.  That  the 
embargo  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  orders  in  council,  he  affirmed 
to  be  at  leaft  probable.  The  pre- 
lident  might  not  have  received 
official  notice  of  the  iffuing  of  the 
orders,  but  it  was  known  that  an 
American  newfpaper  had  actually 
publiflied  the  fubftance  of  them, 
before  the  meeting  of  Congrefs, 
and  they  were  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  the  immediate  motive  of  the 
meafure  of  the  embargo.  Mr. 
Rofe  obferved,  that  in  the  meflage 
from  the  prelident  recommending 
the  embargo,  there  was  not  one  word 
or  fy  liable  even  hinting  at  the  orders 
in  council.  That  was  on  the  ill 
of  December,  1807  ;  a  week  after, 
a  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Ma. 
difon  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  in  which 
alfo  there  was  no  mention  of 
thefe  orders,  but  in  which  Mr. 
Madifon  diftindtly  faid,  that  the 
policy  and  caufes  of  the  embargo 
are  contained  in  themeffage ;  fo  that 
it  was  evident  that  the  orders  in 
council  had  not,  at  that  time,  en- 
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tered  the  president's  head.  In  op. 
polition  to  Mr.  Baring’s  aflertions, 
refpe&ing  the  decline  of  our  com. 
merce,  he  laid  a  ftatement  before 
the  houfe,  by  which  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  fhew,  that  our  trade 
had,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
ftri&ive  meafures  in  queftion,  ex¬ 
perienced  but  a  very  inconfider- 
able  diminution  *.  Dreadful  prog- 
noftications  had  been  delivered  of 
the  fufFerings  which  our  Welt  In¬ 
dia  iflands  were  likely  to  expe¬ 
rience.  Thefe  fears,  however, 
had  proved  to  be  groundlefs  ;  the 
Weft  India  planters  had  turned 
their  attention  to  the  raifing  of 
various  articles  of  provision,  for 
the  fupply  of  which  they  had  for¬ 
merly  depended  upon  America  ; 
and  they  had  afcertained,  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  from  what  they 
were  enabled  to  raife  themfelves, 
added  to  that  which  they  ob¬ 
tained  from  our  other  American 
pofleffions,  they  had  little  to  fear 
from  the  want  of  fupplies,  which, 
till  then,  had  been  furnifhed  by 


*  Exports  to  American  Slates  from  England,  for  the  years  ending  March 

1806  and  1807 . . . . . . . . . . 11, 774, 000 

Ditto,  in  1808. . . . . . .  5,784,000 

Decreafe  in  1808 . . . . . . .  5,990,000 

Exports  to  all  parts  of  America,  exciufive  of  the  American  States,  bat  in- 

clulive  of  the  Britifh  and  French  Weft  Indies,  in  18u8 . .  12,859,000 

Ditto,  in  1806  and  1807. . . .  8,629,000 

Increafe  in  1808 . . . .  4,230,000 

Leaving  on  the  whole  a  decreafejof. . . .  1,760,000 


But  to  fet  ngainfl  that  decreafe  fliould  be  taken  into  the  account  the  mercantile 
profit  on  the  4,230,000/,.,  which,  in  the  way  the  trade  was  before  carried  into  thefe 
countries,  was  entirely  to  the  profit  of  the  Americans  ;  and  the  profit  (with  all  the 
confequenceg  attending  it)  on  the  Britifh  {hipping  employed,  inftead  of  the  American 


/hipping. 

Britifh  goods  exported  to  America  in  1808. . . . . . . . .  0£'5, 7 84,000 

Confumption  in  America,  from  accounts  from  thence,  in  1808., .  5,153,000 


Thus,  under  all  the  embarraffments  of  the  non  importation  and  embargo  impofed 
in  America,  it  was  contended  by  Mr.  Rofe,  that  we  dal  in  fadl,  in  the  year  1808, 
fend  goods  there  to  the  value  of  their  confumption  ;  and  we  had  the  profit  of  the 
increafed  trade  to  other  parts  of  America,  which  the  United  States  bad  before. 
At  the  fame  time,  we  deprived  the  enemy  of  the  whole  of  the  colonial  produce,  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  9,0U<L000/. 

[V  4] 
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the  United  States.  It  had  been 
found  that  Canada  could  furnifh 
all  Europe,  as  well  as  our  Weft 
India  iflands  with  the  article 
which  they  moil  wanted,  viz* 
white-oak  Haves. 

Mr.  Canning  affirmed,  that  the 
doCtrine  of  our  right  of  retalia¬ 
tion,  had  been  broadly  and  gene¬ 
rally  laid  down  by  the  late  ad. 
miniflration  themfelves,  in  the 
order  of  the  7th  of  January  ;  the 
principle  was  there  afferted,  li¬ 
mited,  indeed,  and  reftrained,  in 
its  application,  but  manifefily  and 
exprefsly  intended  to  be  farther 
inforced  when  circumftances  and 
occalions  fhould.  challenge  the  en¬ 
forcement.  It  could  not,  there¬ 
fore,  be  fuppofed  that  the  order 
of  the  7  th  of  January,  was  one 
jot  more  conformable  to  the  an¬ 
cient  law  of  nations,  than  thofe 
for  which  the  prefent  government 
was  refponfible.  Any  deviation 
from  law  was  as  much  a  deviation, 
as  if  it  had  been  made  to  any  lar¬ 
ger  extent.  The  orders  in  coun¬ 
cil  were  to  be  defended  upon  the 
ground,  that  the  prefent  Hate  of 
the  world  required  the  application 
of  new  principles,  or  the  extern 
Hon  of  old  ones.  Lord  Henry 
Petty  advocated  the  necefiity  of 
adopting  meafures  of  conciliation 
towards  America,  and  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  addrefs.  Mr*  Whit¬ 
bread  replied  fhortly,  and  upon 
the  queflion  being  put,  the  num¬ 
bers  appeared,  for  the  addrefs,  S3, 
againfi  it  145.  The  houfe  ad¬ 
journed  at  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning. 

An  addrefs  was  moved  in  the 
peers,  by  Lord  Selkirk,  refpeding 
the  conduct  of  the  Ame. 
May  4.  rican  government,  in 
receiving  and  protect¬ 


ing  deferters  from  our  naval 
fervice;  with  a  particular  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  affair  of  the  Chefa- 
peake.  It  was  oppofed  by  Lord 
Liverpool,  chiefly  upon  the  ground 
of  its  interfering  to  give  advice 
to  his  Majefly,  while  a  negotia¬ 
tion  was  pending,  concerning  the 
Hate  of  which  they  were  wholly 
ignorant.  The  motion  being  put, 
it  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
fion. 

We  Hi  all  conclude  our  abfirad 
of  the  bufmefs  of  the  feffion,  by 
fome  mention  of  the  parliament 
tary  proceedings  refpeCting  Ire¬ 
land.  Thefe  were  few,  and  as 
relating  chiefly  to  points  of  flfcal 
and  domeftic  regulation,  do  not 
perhaps,  prefent  that  intereH, 
which  a  clofer  connexion  with 
party  confiid,  and  national  polity, 
ierves  often  to  throw  over  fubjeCts 
of  infinitely  lefs  import  to  the 
fubfiantial  welfare  of  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellefley,  then  chief 

fecretary  for  Ireland,  introduced 

a  bill  for  the  farther  , 
r  r  i  •  March 
extemion  01  the  in-  ^ 

ternal  navigation  of  Ire¬ 
land,  which  paffed  after  fome, 
what  Lord  Cafllereagh  denomi¬ 
nated,  peevifh  oppofition  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Parnell  and  Sir  John 
Newport,  who,  however,  pro- 
feffed  themfelves  to  be  Hrongly 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
meafure.  Another  meafure,  for 
the  internal  improvement  of  the 
country,  and  which  equally  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  contained  in  the  bill 
introduced  by  Mr.  Fofier,  for  the 
purpofe  of  draining  and  reclaiming 
the  bogs  of  Ireland.  That  fuch 
a  meafure  was  practicable,  Mr. 
Fuller  obferved,  was  obvious  from 
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-the  afcertained  faCt,  that  in  the 
bog  of  Allen,  which  was  the 
largeft  in  the  country,  the  folid 
earth  was  not  lefs  than  180  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea.  As  to 
the  benefits  likely  to  refult  from 
this  undertaking,  he  thought  it 
enough  to  fay,  that  half  the  ground 
of  thefe  reclaimed  bogs,  converted 
to  purpofes  of  agriculture,  would 
produce  in  a  year  more  corn  than 
had  ever  in  any  one  year  been 
imported  into  Great  Britain  ; 
while  the  other  half  would  grow 
hemp  and  flax,  for  which  the 
ground  would  be  peculiarly  cal¬ 
culated,  more  than  would  ferve 
for  the  confumption  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

A  further  encouragement  to  the 
agriculture  and  manufactures  of 
Ireland,  was  intended  in  the  pro- 
pofition  of  Mr.  Fofter,  refpeCting 
Irifh  flax-feed.  The  flax  which 
fupplied  the  Irifh  linen  manufac¬ 
ture  is  almoft:  wholly  the  growth 
of  Ireland  ;  but  for  the  feed  we 
are  indebted  to  an  annual  fupply 
from  America,  Holland,  and  the 
countries  in  the  Baltic  ;  and  the 
confequence  of  this  was  a  con- 
fiderable  failure  in  the  fupply  of 
the  preceding  year.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  obviate  fuch  failures 
in  future,  and  to  render  Ireland 
independent  of  her  foreign  fup¬ 
ply,  by  encouraging  as  much 
as  poflible  the  fowing  of  the 
home-grown  feed  ;  and  this  was 
to  be  effeded  by  allowing  a  cer¬ 
tain  bounty,  per  bulhel,  upon  all 
feed,  the  growth  of  Ireland,  fo 
faved,  to  be  difburfed  under  the 
direction  of  the  linen  board  ;  with 
this  view  Mr.  Fofter  moved  for 
a  grant  of  20,000 /.  Mr.  Baring 
deprecated  this  interference  of 
government  in  the  regulation  of 
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trade,  and  conceived  that  the  in¬ 
aptitude  of  the  climate  of  Ireland 
for  the  cultivation  of  flax-feed, 
was  fufficiently  proved  by  her 
having  always  imported  that  ar¬ 
ticle.  Mr.  Horner  confldered  the 
idea  of  making  Ireland  indepen¬ 
dent  of  America  ridiculous  ;  fince, 
fliould  the  American  embargo  be 
taken  off,  they  would  imme¬ 
diately  be  fupplied  in  abundance, 
and  of  courfe  revert  to  their  ufual 

mode  of  traffic.  In  whatever  way 

* 

he  viewed  the  meafure,  he  con¬ 
demned  it  ;  as  a  temporary  ex¬ 
pedient  it  was  nugatory  ;  as  a  per¬ 
manent  meafure,  bad. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  contended,  that  particular 
circumftances  warranted  a  devia¬ 
tion  from  general  rules;  and  that 
it  was  a  narrow  pedantry  to  ad¬ 
here  to  practices  without  any  mo¬ 
dification.  He  confldered  it  wife 
to  provide,  even  at  a  rifk,  againil 
the  detriment  and  inconvenience 
of  trade,  rather  than  endanger  the 
fecurity  of  the  whole  manufacture  1 
but  this  was  to  meet  a  cafe  of 
aCtual  neceflity  ;  and  although  it 
could  not  be  immediately  relieved, 
the  bounty  would  have  the  effeCt 
in  the  hands  of  the  linen-board 
of  Ireland,  of  encouraging  the 
growth  of  feed  for  the  fubfequent 
year,  when  parliament  might  de¬ 
termine  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing  it.  Mr.  Grattan  and  Sir 
John  Newport  fupported  the  bill, 
as  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
leading  manufacture  of  Ireland 
Mr.  Fofter  obferved,  that  ex¬ 
periments  had  been  tried,  and  not 
the  fmalleft  doubt  exifted  of  their 
being  able  to  grow  feed  ;  and,  as 
he  hinted,  eventually,  in  fufficient 
quantities  to  fupply  the  confump- 
tion,  not  merely  of  Ireland,  but 
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of  England.  The  grant  was 
voted. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  cer¬ 
tain  refolutions,  refpeding  the  ap- 
pointment  of  a  Mr.  Beau- 
champ  Hill  to  the  office  of 
0  *  infpedor-general  of  excife 
in  Ireland  ;  the  circumftances  of 
this  cafe  are  curious.  Mr.  Hill, 
it  feems,  had  in  1806  appeared 
before  the  commiffioners  for  in¬ 
quiring  into  ahufes  in  the  cuftoms 
and  excife  of  Ireland,  and  upon 
examination,  had  confefied,  that  he 
had  been  a  furveyor  for  four  years, 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
a  prefen t  of  20  guineas  a  month 
from  every  fiill  contained  in  his 
walk  ;  a  pradice  which  he  juf- 
tifted  on  the  ground  of  precedent 
and  notoriety  ;  and  further,  from 
the  inadequacy  of  his  falary  to 
his  fupport.  The  fame  Mr.  Hill 
was  in  March,  1808,  appointed  to 
overfee  that  others  did  not  com¬ 
mit  that  abufe  of  truft,  of  which 
he  himfelf  had  been  convided. 
Mr.  Fofter’s  defence  was,  that 
a  univerfal  fyftem  of  corruption 
had  formerly  exifted  among  the 
revenue-officers  of  I  reland  ;  and  that 
out  of  thirty-two  excife-officers, 
examined  by  the  commiffioners, 
thirty  of  them  confefied,  that  they 
had  received  fimilar  prefects.  It 
would  have  been  unfair,  therefore, 
to  have  feleded  one  or  two  in¬ 
dividuals  for  punifhment,  when 
almoft  every  other  officer  in  the 
revenue  deferved  equally  to  be 
difmiffed.  Mr.  Croker  obferved, 
that  it  was  fufficient  proof  of  the 
corruption  of  fome  of  the  revenue- 
officers,  that  they  were  alive  ;  for 
if  they  had  trufted  to  their  fala- 
ries  they  mu  ft  have  ftarved.  The 
falaries  were  fettled  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  and  were  but  40/. 


a  year  to  the  guager,  and  65/.  to 
the  furveyor.  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly  protefled  againft  a  mode  of 
defence,  which  he  faid,  would 
equally  apply  to  every  criminal 
at  the  0!d  Bailey  ;  bur,  on  a  di- 
vifion,  the  motion  was  loft,  by  a 
majority  of  77  to  50. 

In  the  Irifti  revenue  regulation- 
bill,  as  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Fofter, 
there  was  a  claufe  of  amnefty  and 
indemnification  to  all  fuch  offen¬ 
ders  in  the  Irifh  excife,  down  to 
January,  1808.  The  claufe  was 
refilled  by  Sir  John  Newport, 
who  contended  that  if  parliament 
fhould  pafs  fuch  an  amnefty,  and 
thus  fandion  a  clafs  of  men  guilty 
in  numberlefs  inftances  of  fuch  fla¬ 
grant  tranfgreffions,  the  proceed¬ 
ing  would  be  equally  fatal  to  the  in- 
tereft  and  the  morals  of  the  public. 
It  appeared,  that  the  amount  of 
which  the  revenue  had  been  thus 
plundered,  was  not  lefs  than 
850,000/.  a  year.  Mr.  Fofter 
faid,  that  the  frauds  in  queftion 
had  been  fo  generally  the  ufage, 
that  the  excife-officers  conceived 
there  was  no  crime  or  breach  of 
duty,  in  a  matter  at  which  they 
fuppofed  their  fuperiors  connived, 
in  confideration  of  the  known  in¬ 
adequacy  of  their  falaries  to  their 
maintenance.  It  was  recommen¬ 
ded  by  the  commiffioners  of  in¬ 
quiry,  that  the  falaries  fhould  be 
increafed  ;  and  a?  the  defalcations 
were  nearly  univerfal,  and  com¬ 
mitted  almoft  without  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  criminality,  it  was 
propofed  that  an  amnefty  fhould 
be  given  for  all  that  had  paft, 
upon  the  ftrong  a  durance,  that  un¬ 
der  the  increafed  falaries  no  fuch 
ads  fhould  take  place  for  the 
future.  Without  this  thefe  men 
would  be  placed  at  the  mercy  of 

thofe 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [155 


thofe  brewers  and  diftillers,  at 
whofe  frauds  they  had  heretofore 
been  induced,  by  bribery,  to  con¬ 
nive,  and  who  might  again  drive 
them  to  new  connivances  and 
frauds,  by  threats,  of  profecution 
for  former  ads,  the  proofs  of 
which  were  in  their  power.  Mr. 
Windham  admitted,  that  if  the 
fraudulent  officers  mud  neceflarily 
be  retained,  the  claufe  ought  to 
pafs  of  courfe;  but  he  denied  the 
neceffity,  and  confcquently  muft 
oppofe  it.  He  reprobated,  not 
merely  the  idea  of  indemnifying 
men  who  had  fo  grofsly  betrayed 
their  truft,  but  that  of  retaining 
thefe  men  in  their  places  after  the 
avowal  and  proof  of  fuch  fraud. 
It  taught  them  to  laugh  at  go¬ 
vernment  j  to  believe  that  it  could 
not  do  without  them,  and,  of 
courfe,  could  not  difmifs  them  ; 
and  under  fuch  feelings  was  it  to 
be  expected,  that  fuch  men  would, 
for  a  trilling  increafe  of  falary, 
forego  the  temptation  of  gaining 
five  times  as  much  by  fraud?  And 
what  fort  of  pidure  was  this  to 
hold  out  to  their  brother  revenue- 
officers  in  England  ?  Upon  a  di» 
vifion  the  claufe  was  rejeded  by 
47  votes  to  41. 

A  matter  more  important  to 
the  interefts  of  the  Irifh  than  any 
we  have  hitherto  touched  upon, 
but  one  probably  lefs  fufceptible 
of  improvement  by  legiilative  in¬ 
terference,  was  brought  before 
parliament  by  Mr.  Parnell,  who 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  to  give  to  ecclefiafti- 
cal  perfons,  having  a  right 
to  tithes  in  Ireland,  the  power  to 
demife  the  fame  for  a  term  of  twen¬ 
ty-one  years.  Mr. Parnell  obferved, 
that  he  wifhed  particularly  to  be 
uisderfiood  as  not  attributing  in 
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any  degree  to  the  eondud  of  the 
clergy,  the  grievances  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  fuftain  on  ac¬ 
count  of  tithes.  On  the  contrary, 
he  did  not  believe  that  they 
levied  any  thing  like  a  full  tenth 
of  the  produce  of  the  land.  There 
were  no  fmall  tithes  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  a  modus  having  been  efta- 
blifiied  againll  them  ;  there  were 
no  tithes  on  cattle.  In -the  north 
of  Ireland  both  potatoes  and  flax 
were  exempt  ;  and  throughout  the 
country  in  general  it  might  be 
faid,  that  the  ufual  rate  of  charge 
was  commonly  lefs  than  one  half 
of  what  a  find  calculation  upon 
the  average  prices  of  produce 
would  give.  The  peculiar  pref- 
fure  of  the  fyftem  upon  Ireland, 
arofe  from  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  that  country,  where  the 
divifion  of  labour  was  not  fo  far 
perfeded  by  the  progrefs  of 
wealth,  as  to  eftablifh  a  diftind 
clafs  of  people,  living  folely  by 
the  wages  of  their  daily  labour. 
The  confequence  is,  that  every 
poor  Irilhman  is  under  the  necefi* 
fity  of  obtaining  a  piece  of  land, 
from  which  he  may  procure  the 
means  of  feeding  himfelf  and  his 
fatally ;  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
people  are  land-holders,  and, 
therefore,  chargeable  with  tithes. 
The  clergyman  being  unable,  in 
his  own  perfon,  to  colled  his 
tithes,  is  obliged  to  employ  proc¬ 
tors,  or  to  let  them  to  tithe- 
farmers,  againft  the  illegal  exac¬ 
tions  of  whom  the  people  from 
their  poverty  are  utterly  incapa¬ 
ble  of  proteding  themfelves.  By 
enabling  the  clergyman  and  his 
parifhioners  to  make  a  bargain 
for  a  fixed  term  of  years,  at  a 
fixed  annual  rent,  the  clergyman 
would  be  relieved  from  the  necef- 
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fity  of  employing  a  proftor  to 
value  or  draw  his  tithe — the  ftill 
more  odious  intervention  of  the 
tithe-farmer  would  be  done  away 
with,  and  the  parilhioner  relieved 
from  the  vexation  of  thofe  molt 
obnoxious  inftruments  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Parnell  concluded, 
by  alluding  to  the  implied  promife 
of  relief  on  this  fubjedt,  which  he 
contended  Mr.  Pitt  had  held  out 
to  the  Irifh  nation,  in  his  fpeeches 
upon  the  union. 

Mr.  Perceval  gave  his  moft  de¬ 
cided  oppofition  to  the  meafure. 
He  had  given  every  attention  to 
the  fubjedt,  and  had  even,  as  at 
the  time  he  had  ftated  to  the 
houfe,  gone  the  length  of  prepar¬ 
ing  a  bill  for  the  purpofe,  which 
lie  intended  fhould  extend  to  Eng¬ 
land  alfo,  but  in  the  courfe  of  his 
inveftigation,  he  had  found  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  his  way,  fo  various 
and  fo  multiplied,  as  to  oblige  him 
to  abandon  his  intentions  as  al¬ 
together  impracticable.  To  think 
of  relieving  the  people  by  fuch  a 
meafure  was  abfurd.  By  any  com¬ 
mutation,  founded  upon  a  fair  and 
full  eftimate  of  the  value  of  the 
tithes,  they  would  find  themfelves 
compelled  to  pay  fo  much  more 
than  they  do  at  prefent,  as  would 
fufficiently  undeceive  them  on  that 
fcore.  The  landlords,  indeed, 
might  gain  by  the  meafure,  as  the 
furplus  beyond  the  prefent  rates 
would  probably  find  its  way  into 
their  pockets.  But  they,  in  fad, 
had  no  fubjedt  of  grievance  in  the 
cafe.  What  land-owner  could  fay, 
he  was  intitled  to  lands,  either  by 
purchafe  or  defcent,  which  he  did 
not  hold  among  other  terms,  fub- 
jed  to  the  payment  of  tithes  ? 
If  he  had  no  right  to  complain, 
Hill  lefs  had  the  tenant  who  took 


them,  knowing  they  were  fubjed 
to  the  incumbrance.  With  refped 
to  the  bill  before  them,  was  it 
intended  to  compel  the  clergyman 
to  make  leafes  of  their  tithes  ? 
If  not,  the  ad  would  become  a 
mere  dead  letter  ;  as  by  the  law, 
as  it  now  flood,  the  clergyman 
could  grant  fuch  a  leafe  during 
his  own  incumbency.  If  the  leafe 
was  to  bind  the  fucceffor,  the  dan¬ 
ger  was  obvious  of  the  incumbent 
being  tempted,  by  a  prefent  fine, 
to  make  a  leafe  which  would  be 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts 
of  thofe  who  come  after  him  ;  or 
elfe  the  leafe  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
the  bilhop,  a  procefs,  which,  would 
be  attended  with  great  expenfe 
to  the  poor  tenants  for  the  mak¬ 
ing  out  of  their  leafes,  and  would, 
after  all,  be  a  matter  of  mere 
form,  from  the  impoflibility  of  the 
bilhop  being  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  each  particular  cafe. 
To  whom,  moreover,  were  the 
leafes  to  be  made  ?  to  the  tenant, 
or  the  landlord  ?  If  to  the  latter, 
the  tenant  would  be  fo  far  from 
being  benefited  by  the  meafure, 
that  the  landlord  would  put  into 
his  pocket  that  which  now,  by 
the  lax  mode  of  levying  tithes, 
fell  to  the  (bare  of  the  tenant. 

Mr.  Tighe,  Mr.  D.  Browne, 
Mr.  Ponfonby,  Mr.  Grattan,  and 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  fpoke  warmly 
upon  the  fubjedt,  and  dwelt  upon 
the  evils  of  the  exifting  fyftem, 
without,  however,  meeting  very 
effectually  the  arguments  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  or 
pointing  out  any  plan  by  which 
the  effects  complained  of  might 
be  obviated.  The  oppreflive  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  fyftem,  as  it  affedt- 
ed  Ireland,  was  admitted,  even 
by  the  opponents  of  the  meafure 

then 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [157 


then  propofed ;  among  others, 
by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  Mr. 
Croker  ;  the  principle  of  the  bill 
too  was  generally  conceded,  and 
it  was,  therefore,  thought  prefera¬ 
ble  to  difpofe  of  the  queftion  by 
the  previous  queftion,  rather  than 
,  by  an  aCtual  negative.  On  a  di- 
vifion  the  numbers  were,  for  the 
previous  queftion,  137  ;  againft  it, 
62. 

Mr.  Fofler  moved  a  committtee 
on  the  Irifh  malt  and  fpirit  duties 
bill.  Sir  J.  Newport  oppofed  the 
motion,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
meafure  propofed  could  not  produce 
any  revenue,  all  the  fucceffive  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  tax,  fince  the  year 
1790,  having  produced  compara¬ 
tively  nothing.  The  only  effeH 
of  it  would  be  to  multiply  the  illi¬ 
cit  practices  already  fo  prevalent 
in  Ireland,  and  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  himfelf  had  repre¬ 
fen  ted  as  beyond  the  powers  of 
government  to  remedy.  It  was, 
befides,  the  policy  of  government 
to  encourage  breweries  in  that 
country,  and  nothing  was  more 
calculated  to  prevent  the  tranquil- 
lization  of  Ireland  than  a  meafure 
which,  by  driving  the  people  from 
beer  to  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  expofed 
them  to  all  the  confequences  of  the 
change  :  he  Ihould  therefore  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  queftion  to 
that  day  fix  months,  which  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  againft 
minifters,  by  43  votes  to  30. — A 
fubjeCt  more  important,  as  affect¬ 
ing  the  internal  economy  and  po¬ 
lice  of  that  country,  came  before 
the  houfe  in  the  difcuffion  which 
n/r  took  place  on  the 

Ma^24-  Irifh  diftillery  bill. 
By  the  exifting  regulations  re- 
fpeCting  thefe  diftilleries,  a  bounty 
of  eight  per  cent,  was  given 


to  Hills  of  1,000  gallons  con¬ 
tents,  and  of  fixteen  per  cent,  to 
thofe  of  1,50a.  A  fine  of  50/. 
was  alfo  impofed  on  any  parifh  in 
which  a  private  ftill  was  found. 
Mr.  Fofter  propofed  to  relieve  the 
parifh  of  the  fine,  in  the  cafe  where 
a  parifhioner  gave  the  information, 
continuing,  however,  the  claufe 
for  making  the  fine  on  the  parifh 
100/.  for  the  fecond  offence.  Un- 
licenfed  diftilleries,  he  thought 
could  only  be  put  down  by  the 
eftablifhment  of  fmall  Hills,  and 
to  encourage  thefe,  he  propofed 
that  a  part  of  each  fine  ftiould  be 
given  to  the  owner  of  them,  in- 
ftead  of  going  to  the  informers. 
The  bounties  on  large  ftills  he 
wifhed  to  continue,  as  they  were 
of  great  fervice  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  country.  It  was  upon  this 
point,  chiefly,  that  the  difcuffion 
took  place.  Sir  J.  Newport  moved 
an  amendment,  doing  away  the 
bounties  in  queftion ;  thefe,  he 
confidered,  to  be  the  true  caufe  of 
the  illicit  trade,  by  crulhing  in  the 
outfet  all  fmall  ftills,  while  it  be¬ 
came  impoffible  for  any  one  to 
work  in  competition  with  the  large 
ftills  eftablifhed  in  the  fea  port 
towns.  Mr.  Latouche,  Mr.  Ber¬ 
nard,  and  Mr.  Parnell,  fupported 
the  amendment  on  the  fame  ground ; 
but  upon  a  divifion  it  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  57  to  21.  It 
was  objeHed  to  the  fyftem  of  fur- 
vey  and  fining,  that  experience  had 
fhewn  its  utter  inadequacy  to  reach 
the  evil ;  and  a  ftatement  was  read 
from  the  report  of  the  commiflion- 
ers  of  inquiry,  (hewing  that  in  one 
county  the  amount  of  fines  im¬ 
pofed  in  one  year  was  80,000/.  of 
which  only  600/.  was  able  to  be 
collected,  and  that  the  expenfe 
which  it  coft  the  public  to  make 
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the  feizures  for  which  thefe  fines 
were  to  be  levied,  was  50,000/. 
fo  that  the  whole  benefit  of  the 
fyftem  was  confined  to  the  excife 
officers,  and  no  flop  was  put  to 
illicit  diftillation.  The  only  re¬ 
medy,  it  was  contended,  was  to 
adopt  the  fyftem  of  Scotland,  by 
permitting  diftillers  to  work  very 
fmall  ftills  under  a  licence,  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  which  was 
calculated  on  the  number  of  gallons 
which  the  ftill  could  work  in  a 
year.  The  policy  of  this  mode  of 
roceeding  was  fully  eftabliftied  in 
cotland.  Before  1786  the  fyftem 
was  exadly  the  fame  as  it  now  is 
in  Ireland,  and  the  whole  country 
was  fupplied  by  illicit  diftillation. 


In  that  year  the  licenfe  fyftem  was 
adopted,  and  it  is  proved,  in  the 
evidence  before  a  committee  of  the 
houfe,  that  in  the  firft  year  1 8,000/. 
was  collected,  whereas  eighteen 
(hillings  had  never  before  been  le¬ 
vied  ;  that  the  legal  diftillers  de- 
te&ed  and  punifhed  the  illegal 
ones ;  and  that  the  increafed  de¬ 
mand  for  grain  foon  contributed  to 
the  general  improvement  of  the 
agriculture  of  Scotland,  and  chang¬ 
ed  altogether  '  the  face  of  the 
country. 

The  feffion  was  clofed  on  the 
21ft  of  June,  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  which  was  delivered  by  the 
lords  commiffionera  appointed  by 
his  Majefty. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Treaty  of  Alliance  with  Spain.  New  Expedition  fent  out  tmder  the  Command 
of  Sir  Arthur  Wellefeey .  Events  in  Spain  fence  the  Fall  of  Madrid.  Re- 
treat  of  Cafeanos  after  the  Battle  of  Tudela.  Marches  upon  the  Capital. 
Affair  of  Buvieree.  Cafeanos  fucceeded  in  the  Command  by  Lapena ,  who 

falls  back  upon  Cuenca.  French  occupy  Toledo  and  La  Mancha.  Mur¬ 
der  of  San  Juan  by  his  own  Soldiery  at  Talavera .  Galluzo  appointed  to 
fucceed  him .  Mifcondud  of  that  Officer.  French  enter  Corunna  and 
Ferro  f  where  they  .Jake  Poffeffion  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet.  Entry  of  Jofeph 
Buonaparte  into  Madrid.  Exprefeons  of  Joy  aferibed  by  the  French  Ac¬ 
counts  to  the  People ,  on  this  Occafeon.  Alarm  at  Life  on.  Proclamation  of 
the  Government.  Preparations  of  the  People.  Soult  marches  upon  For - 
tugal.  Defeat  of  R  omana.  Retreat  of  the  Rortuguefe  General  Freire . 

Aferibed  by  the  People  to  Treachery .  They  furround  and  maffacre  him . 
Soult  enters  Oporto ,  after  maffacreing  the  Gan  if  on  and  great  Numbers  of  the 
Inhabitants.  Strange  Piece  of  religious  Mummery  performed  by  the  French 
General .  Chaucs  retaken .  Vigo  recovered.  Romana  reorganizes  his 

Army ,  and  enters  Villafranca.  Lofs  of  the  Battle  of  Ciudad  Real,  by 
D'Urbino.  Cuefea  attacks  the  French  at  Medelhny  and  receives  a  Jignal 
Defeat.  Defeat  of  V enegasy  in  La  Mancha ,  by  Vidor .  Condud  of  the 

French  Soldiery.  Eloquent  Addrefs  of  the  Junta  upon  the  Subjed.  Affairs 
in  Catalonia.  Gallant  Reffffance  of  the  little  Town  of  Rofas.  Second 
Siege  tf  Saragoffa.  Preparations  for  the  Defence.  Attacks  upon  the 
Cafa  Bianca  repulfed.  Circumvallation  of  the  Town.  Syfiem  of  Mining 
began.  Various  Attacks.  Propofals  of  Capitulation  to  Palafox  indig - 
nantly  rejeded.  Bombardment  of  the  Town.  Prog  refs  of  the  Mines, 

Famine 
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Famine  and  Pefi’ence  prevail.  Sicknrfs  of  Fain  fox,  who  is  fuCCeeded  in 
the  Command  by  Rie.  Horrible  State  of  the  City.  Propofols  to  the 
French  General  rejected.  Capitulation  at  length  reforted  to.  Terms 
violated  by  the  Enemy.  Falafox  conveyed  to  France ,  Obfervations  of 
the  Junta  on  the  Fate  of  Sarcigffa.  Honours  ard  Immunities  decreed  to 
the  City.  Reding’ s  Attempt  to  furprife  Barcelona.  Baffled  by  the  French 
General ,  St.  Cyr.  Reding  retires  upon  Tarragona.  Attacked  by  the 
French  near  Vais ,  The  Enemy  is  driven  back.  Reding  mortally  wound - 
ed.  Succeeded  in  the  Command  by  Blake •  Blake  retakes  Alcanitz.  At¬ 
tempts  to  recover  Saragoffa.  Attacks  Suchet  at  Belchite.  His  Army, 
Jiruck  by  a  Panic,  difperfes  on  the  Field.  Blake  retires  into  Catalonia . 


iT  will  have  been  feen,  from  our 
account  of  the  debates  which 
took  place  in  parliament,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  affair9  of  Spain,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  multiplied  dif- 
afters  which  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  few  months  had  befallen  the 
allied  armies  in  that  country,  our 
government  did  not  defpair.  At 
the  very  moment  when  the  politi¬ 
cal  afpedt  of  the  peninfula  feemed 
to  wear  a  charader  of  the  deepeft 
gloom,  a  treaty  of  “  Chriftian, 
liable  and  inviolable  peace* '  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations  was  figned 
in  London,  by  which  the  king  en¬ 
gaged  to  continue,  to  the  utmoil 
of  his  power,  his  affiftance  to  the 
Spanifh  people,  and  promifed  not 
to  acknowledge  any  other  king 
of  Spain,  than  Ferdinand  the 
Vllth,  his  heirs,  or  fuch  lawful 
fuccefl'or  as  the  Spanifh  nation 
ftiould  acknowledge.  By  another 
article  of  the  fame  treaty,  both 
parties  agreed  to  make  common 
caufe  againft  France,  and  never  to 
make  peace  with  that  power,  ex¬ 
cept  by  common  confent.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  the  determination  thus 
unequivocally  expreffed,  of  uniting 
our  fate  with  that  of  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  Spain,  every 
exertion  was  made  for  the  imme. 
diate  fitting  out  of  a  new  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  peninfula.  With  the 


approbation  of  all  parties,  Sir  Ar¬ 
thur  Wellefley  was  nominated  to 
the  chief  command  ;  and  early  in 
March  that  officer,  who  had  pre- 
vioufly  refigned  his  feat  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  fecretaryftiip  for 
Ireland,  fet  fail  with  the  forces 
for  Lifbon. 

Before,  however,  we  (hall  enter 
upon  the  narrative  of  his  fubfe- 
quent  operations,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  advert  to  the  military 
events  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  peninfula  fince  the  period  of  the 
capitulation  of  Madrid.  Our,  rea¬ 
ders  will  recollebt  the  difaftrous 
circumftances  under  which  the 
wrecks  of  the  feveral  Spanilb  ar¬ 
mies  which  yet  remained  in  the 
field  were  fituated,  at  the  clofe  of 
our  former  volume.  A  confider- 
able  portion  of  the  central  army, 
under  Caftanos,  forming  the  right 
wing,  which  had  difperfed  on  the 
evening  of  the  fatal  battle  of  Tu- 
dela,  reaffembled  at  Zaragoza. 
Four  other  divifions  were  colleft- 
ed  by  the  general  himfelf  at  Tar- 
razona,  from  which  place,  on  the 
night  of  the  25th,  he  withdrew  to 
Calatayad,  purfued  by  a  corps 
which  Napoleon  had  difpatched,  in 
the  direction  of  Agreda,  for  the 
purpofe  of  cutting  off  his  retreat. 
The  pofition  at  Calatayad  was  fuf- 
ficiently  advantageous,  as  the  Spa- 
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nifh  general  was  at  the  fame  time 
enabled  to  cover  the  preparations 
for  defence  which  were  haftening  at 
Saragofifa,  and  in  fome  degree  to 
threaten  the  left  flank  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  on  his  advance  towards  the 
fouth.  But  a  difpatch  was  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Morla,  by  which  he  was 
fummoned  to  the  defence  of  the 
capital,  and  accordingly,  on  the 
27th,  he  continued  his  retreat  in 
the  direction  of  Siguenza,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  following  even¬ 
ing.  In  the  eourfe  of  this  march 
his  rear  guard,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  D.  Francefco  Venegas, 
was  attacked  in  the  pafs  of  Buvi- 
erca,  by  a  large  body  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  it  fucceeded  in  maintain¬ 
ing  its  pofition,  after  a  fevere  con- 
teft  of  eight  hours,  in  which  both 
parties  fufFered  conflderable  lofs. 

At  Siguenza,  Caftanos,  upon  a 
fummons  from  the  fupreme  junta, 
refigned  the  command  to  D.  Ma¬ 
nuel  Lapena,  The  troops,  which 
by  fatigue  and  difperfion  had 
been  reduced  to  the  number  of  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  8,000,  were  haften- 
ing,  under  their  new  commander, 
towards  Samofierra,  when  intelli¬ 
gence  was  received  of  the  lofs  of 
that  important  pafs.  It  now  only 
remained  to  pufli  forward  with  all 
poflible  expedition,  for  the  defence 
of  Madrid  :  fcarcely,  however, 
had  they  reached  Guadalaxara,  in 
the  route  to  that  city,  when  the 
advices  of  its  capitulation  arrived  ; 
and  the  further  information  of  the 
approach  of  a  conflderable  force, 
under  Victor  and  Befferes,  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceflary  to  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  their  own  retreat. 
To  proceed  towards  the  fouth  was 
impracticable,  as  Aranjuez  and  its 
neighbourhood,  were  already  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  enemy ;  and,  no 


other  alternative  now  prefented  it- 
felf,  but  to  crofs  the  Tagus,  and 
haften  to  take  up  a  pofltion  in  the 
ftrong  country  about  Cuenca.  The 
paflfage  of  the  river  was  fuccefs- 
fuliy  eifeCted,  and  they  reached 
Velinchon  on  the  7th.  Here  La 
Pena  voluntarily  gave  up  the  com¬ 
mand  to  the  Duke  del  Infantado, 
who  had  already  joined  them  at 
Guadalaxara.  On  the  11th  they 
arrived  at  Cuenca,  where  they 
were  fhortly  after  reinforced  by 
another  corps,  commanded  by  D0 
Miguel  Lili,  which,  under  cir- 
cumftances  of  equal  difficulty  and 
hazard,  had  alfo  efreCted  its  re¬ 
treat  from  the  Ebro.  Meafures 
were  here  taken  for  the  recruiting 
and  re-equipment  of  the  forces  ; 
the  neceffary  operations  for  which 
proceeded  without  any  moleftation 
from  the  enemy. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  French 
were  purfuing  their  fuccefles.  To¬ 
ledo  was  occupied  by  Victor  on 
the  nth,  from  which  place  La 
Mancha  was  fubjeCted  to  all  the 
pillage  and  ravage  of  his  ferocious 
foldiery.  The  juntas  of  the  fouth 
were  employed  in  preparing  the 
fortifications  of  the  Sierra  Morena, 
the  pafles  of  which  it  was  daily 
expeCled  that  the  enemy  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  force.  Napoleon,  how¬ 
ever,  would  feem  to  have  had 
other  views  at  that  moment.  The 
movements  of  the  Englifh  army, 
under  Moore,  diverted  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  north,  and  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  the  force  which  had  been 
difpatched  in  purfuit  of  the  retir¬ 
ing  junta,  into  Eftremadura,  would 
find  in  that  direction  an  eafier  march 
upon  Seville  and  Cadiz,  than  ofer 
the  mountain  ranges  which  bound 
Andalufia  to  the  north.  As  yet 
there  was  little  to  oppofe  him  in 
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that  quarter.  After  the  defeat  of 
San  J  uan  at  Samofierra,  that  officer 
had  retired  upon  Talavera,  but 
the  difpofition  of  his  troops  was 
fuch,  as  to  render  them  totally 
unmanageable  for  any  ufeful  pur- 
pofe.  Exafperated  by  their  de¬ 
feat,  and  lofing,  among  the  mul¬ 
tiplied  inftances  of  treachery, which 
had  accompanied  the  furrender  of 
Madrid,  all  confidence  in  their 
fuperiors,  their  fufpicions  became 
fuddenly  directed  towards  their 
general,  and  they  refolved  to  wreak 
upon  his  perfon  the  vengeance  of 
his  fuppofed  treafon.  They  fur- 
rounded  his  houfe,  dragged  him 
out  of  it,  (hot  him,  and  hanged 
his  body,  with  every  circumftance 
of  contumely,  upon  a  gibbet.  After 
this  they  difperfed,  for  the  moft 
part,  into  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
try,  and  a  corps  of  the  enemy, 
under  the  command  of  Sebafliani, 
a  few  days  after,  took  pofleffion 
of  Talavera  without  oppofition, 
where  they  found  the  body  of  San 
Juan  ft  ill  expofed  upon  the  gibbet. 

Upon  the  murder  of  San  Juan, 
Don  Jofef  Galluzo  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  fuch  troops  as 
yet  remained  with  their  colours, 
and  in  a  ftiort  time  he  managed  to 
re-aftemble  a  body  of  about  8,000 
men.  Reftritling  his  exertions  to 
the  defence  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tagus,  he  proceeded  to  take  the 

Mar  2  necehVy  fteps  for  the 
1  ar*27*  occupation  of  the  feveral 
bridges.  At  the  Puente  del  Arzo- 
bifpo,  however,  he  was  anticipat¬ 
ed  by  the  French,  who  not  long 
after  fucceeded  in  forcing  their 
paftage  at  the  bridge  of  Almaraz, 
and  Galluzo  began  a  retreat,  or, 
more  properly  fpeaking,  a  flight, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  nearly  the 
whole  of  his  force  was  left  behind 
*Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX#  New  Se 


and  difperfed.  Nothing  now  re¬ 
mained  to  impede  the  invafion  of 
Andalufia,  but,  happily,  Napo¬ 
leon,  while  bending  all  his  efforts 
to  envelope  the  Englifti  in  the 
north,  had  recalled  a  confiderable 
portion  of  his  troops  from  Eftre- 
madura  ;  and  the  Spaniards  were 
thus  enabled  to  organize  another 
army,  and  to  recover  for  a  time 
the  pofleffion  of  the  province. 

We  have,  in  our  firft  chapter, 
given  fome  account  of  the  progrefs 
and  refult  of  thofe  operations  in 
Leon  and  Gallicia,  which  afforded 
a  diverfion  fo  feafonable,  and  we 
fhall  now  revert,  fhortly,  to  the 
events  which  took  place  in  that 
quarter,  fubfequent  to  the  embark¬ 
ation  of  the  Britilh  army.  Among 
the  more  immediate  confequences 
of  that  meafure,  was  the  fall  of 
Corunna  and  of  FerroL  Upon  en¬ 
tering  this  laft  place,  which  was 
delivered  up  without  refiftance  by 
the  treachery  of  the  naval  and 
military  commanders,  the  French 
had  the  fatisfaftion  of  finding  that 
neither  the  arfenal,  nor  the  fleet, 
confiding  of  eight  fail  of  the  line, 
including  three  of  three  decks  each, 
had  received  the  (lighted:  damage  ; 
and  they  could  not  forbear  to  ex. 
prefs  their  exultation  that  the 
Englifti,  in  the  precipitation  of 
their  retreat,  had  taken  no  mea~ 
fures  for  the  fecuring  to  them- 

s i  m  O 

felves,  or  to  their  allies,  the  pof- 
feflion  of  an  objeft  fo  important. 
It  was,  at  the  fame  time,  another 
topic  of  reproach  with  them,  that 
Romana,  whom  we  brought  from 
the  Baltic,  had  been  abandoned, 
and  was,  with  the  wreck  of  his 
army  reduced  to  lefs  than  2,500 
men,  wandering  between  Vigo  and 
Santiago,  and  clofely  purfued  by 
the  forces  under  Marfhal  Soultc 
r*,es.  [LJ  No 
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No  obftacle  waB  now  fuppofed  to 
prefent  itftif  to  oppofe  the  direct 
march  of  the  French  army  to  the 
capital  of  Portugal,  and  it  was 
even  announced  in  the  bulletins, 
that  the  marfhal  would  crofs  the 
Minto  on  the  i  ith,  reach  Porto  by 
the  20th,  and  Lifbon  by  the  28th. 

On  the  23d  January,  the  in- 
trufive  King  Jofeph,  in  compli¬ 
ance,  as  it  was  affirmed,  with  the 
humble  but  repeated  intreaties 
which  the  inhabitants  had  addrefif- 
ed  to  his  imperial  brother,  conde. 
fcended  to  make  his  public  entry 
into  Madrid.  This  great  event 
Was  announced  by  the  firing  of  a 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
hailed,  we  are  told,  by  the  conti- 
nual  and  joyful  acclamations  of  an 
immenfe  crowd,  who  accompanied 
the  cavalcade  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty  to  the  church  of  St.  Ifidore, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  fuf- 
fragan  biftiop.  Having  taken  his 
feat  upon  the  throne  prepared  for 
him,  he  replied  to  the  affectionate 
addrefies  of  the  clergy  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  a  difcourfe,  in  which  he 
protected,  before  God,  that  it  was 
his  duty  and  confidence  only  which 
had  induced  him  to  mount  the 
throne,  and  not  his  own  private 
inclination.  After  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  mafs,  Jofeph  proceeded  in 
proceffion  to  the  palace,  where  his 
arrival  was  proclaimed  by  the  fie- 
cond  difcharge  of  too  guns.  All 
the  private  houfes  and  edifices 
along  the  line  which  the  proceffion 
took  was  ornamented  by  tapeftry  ; 
not  a  window,  or  balcony,  which 
was  not  crowded  with  perfons  of 
both  fexes,  and  all  conditions, 
who,  according  to  the  Madrid  Ga¬ 
zette,  which  is  our  foie  authority 
for  all  thefe  particulars,  “  broke 
forth  in  expreffions  of  the  joy 

it  fy  ?  f  .  <  *  i  ■  •  >  - 


which  they  felt,  in  at  laff:  poffeff^ 
ing  in  their  capital  a  monarch  fent 
by  Providence,  to  heal  the  public 
maladies,  and  to  reftore  to  Spain 
the  profperity  and  fplendour  which 
heretofore  rendered  its  name  illufi- 
trious,” 

The  anticipation  that  the  fame 
Providence  would  fhortly  extend 
to  the  Portuguefe  capital  a  like 
meafure  of  its  bounty  and  protec¬ 
tion,  gave  rife  to  fenfiations  among 
the  inhabitants,  probably  lefs  dif- 
fimilar  to  thofe  experienced  by  the 
citizens  of  Madrid,  than  the  ac¬ 
count  above  given  would  lead  us  to 
fuppofe  ;  in  fadt,  the  alarm  pro¬ 
duced  at  Lifbon,  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
in  every  quarter,  may  eafily  be 
conceived.  A  body  of  14,000 
Englilh  troops  had  been  left  behind 
in  that  city,  upon  the  advance  of 
Sir  John  Moore  into  Portugal,  and 
when,  early  in  February,  the  death 
of  that  general,  and  the  embarka¬ 
tion  of  his  army,  was  announced, 
the  utmofl:  confufion  prevailed. 
Tranfports  were  colle&ed,  and 
every  preparation  made  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  city,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  which  gave  themfelves 
up  to  mingled  fentiments  of  indig¬ 
nation  and  difmay,  in  the  profpeft 
of  being  abandoned  by  their  allies 
to  all  the  violence  and  vengeance 
of  a  ferocious  and  exafperated  ene¬ 
my.  The  government,  however, 
was  not  deficient  in  fuch  exertions 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  moment 
called  fof;  a  proclamation  was  if- 
fued,  in  which  the  difafters  which 
had  occurred  w^ere  acknowledged, 
and  no  attempt  was  made  to  dif- 
guife  the  extent,  or  the  nature  of 
the  difficulties  in  which  they  were 
fituated.  But  the  people  were 
called  upon  to  put  forth  thofe 

energies* 
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•energies,  upon  the  proper  exertion 
of  which  alone  the  fafety  of  the 
Fate  depended,  and  rallying  round 
the  walls  of  their  native  cities,  to 
renew  the  memory  of  thofe  times 
which  witnelfed  the  heroifm  and 
triumph  of  their  anceftors. 

The  people,  in  general,  were  by 
no  means  wanting  in  every  demon- 
ftration  of  right  feeling,  and  de- 
votednefs  to  the  caufe.  All  clalfes 
and  all  ages  immediately  flew  to 
arms,  and  however  inefficient  the 
efforts  of  an  undifciplined  populace 
might  have  proved  to  refill  the 
onfet  of  regular  forces,  it  is  im- 
poffible  not  to  give  to  the  mere 
difplay  of  feeling,  thus  awakened, 
the  praife  of  a  flrong  fenfe  of  na¬ 
tional  honour  and  independence, 
and  of  the  duties  and  the  facrifices 
eonneded  with  its  affection .  The 
fincerity  of  the  feeling  could  not 
be  doubted,  though  happily  there 
was  no  occalion,  in  the  event,  to 
fubjed  it  to  any  feverity  of  trial. 
Notwithftanding  the  menaces  of 
his  bulletins,  Soult  did  not,  till 
March,  commence  his  movements 
towards  Portugal.  On  the  6th  of 
.that  month  he  pa  fled  the  Minho  at 
Orenfe,  and  a  few  days  after  at¬ 
tacked  Romana,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Monterey,  killed  and 
made  prifoners  a  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  his  forces,  and  captured 
the  greater  part  of  his  baggage 
nnd  artillery  ;  Romana  himfelf 
with  difficulty  making  his  efcape, 
with  the  wreck  of  his  corps,  to 
Sanabria.  On  the  13th  Soult  ap¬ 
peared  before  Chaves,  which  was 
abandoned,  together  with  a  conli- 
jderable  depot  of  arms.  The  enemy 
next  directed  his  march  to  Braga. 
Between  this  place  and  Chaves 
lies  a  trad  of  ftrong  mountainous 
..country,  affording  every  facility 
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for  defence,  of  which,  however, 
the  Portuguefe  general  did  not 
think  proper  to  avail  himfelf ; 
he  abandoned  it  immediately  upon 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  retir¬ 
ing  within  the  old  and  difmantled 
fortifications  of  Braga.  This  con- 
dud!  excited  the  indignation  of  the 
people,  whofe  fufpicions  feemed  to 
be  confirmed  when  they  learnt 
that  no  cartridges  had  been  ferved 
to  the  lbldiers.  The  treachery  of 
Freire  appeared  to  them  no  longer 
a  matter  of  doubt.  In  fpite  of  his 
guards,  they  forced  their  way  into 
his  house,  and  maffacred  him  on 
the  fpot.  They  then  called  upon  Ba« 
rou  d'Eben,  a  major  in  the  Englifti 
fervice,  to  lead  them  out  again!! 
the  enemy.  Under  that  officer  they 
occupied  a  ftrong  pofttion  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town,  in 
which,  for  three  days  they  refifted 
the  fucceffive  attacks  of  Soult. 
Finding,  however,  it  would  be 
impoffible,  with  forces  fo  undifci¬ 
plined,  to  maintain  the  poft  any 
longer,  Eben  retreated,  without 
diforder,  upon  Oporto ;  to  which 
place  he  was  rapidly  followed  by 
the  enemy.  The  people  of  Oporto 
were  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  the 
moft  unqualified  hatred  of  their  in¬ 
vaders,  and  the  French  army, 
which  amounted  only  to  12,000 
men,  might  have  had  fufficient  oc- 
cafion  to  experience  the  effeds  of 
this  feeling,  had  a  chief  like  Pala- 
fox  been  prefent,  to  give  to  its 
expanfion  the  necefiary  degree  of 
discipline  and  diredion.  Already, 
upon  intelligence  of  the  approach 
of  the  French,  the  populace  had 
broken  forth  into  open  tumult. 
They  forced  the  gates  of  the  pri- 
fon,  where  Oliveir,  their  late  go¬ 
vernor,  was  confined,  and  put  him 
to  death,  together  with  fourteen 
[Z  2]  oihct 
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other  prifoners,  convided  of  cor* 
refpondence  with  the  enemy.  How¬ 
ever  horrible  thefe  exceffes  may 
appear,  it  mud,  at  lead,  be  con- 
feffed  that  they  betrayed  any  thing 
but  a  difpofition  to  compromife 
with  the  invader.  There  were  few 
or  no  troops  in  the  town ;  the 
works  for  its  defence  confided 
merely  of  a  line  of  batteries,  which 
had  been  lately  thrown  up  in  hade 
by  the  people,  badly  placed,  and 
of  fuch  injudicious  extent,  that 
they  would  have  required  an  army 
of  6o,ooo  men  to  defend  them. 
About  270  cannons  were  mounted 
upon  thefe  ill  conftruded  wrorks, 
the  defective  arrangement  of 
which  was,  in  part,  correded  by 
the  exertions  of  Captain  Von 
Arenfchild,  of  the  German  legion, 
who  had  lately  arrived  from  Lif- 
bon. 

Soult  appeared  before  the  town 
on  the  26th.  On  the  two  follow- 
„  ing  days  he  direded  fome  partial 
attacks  againd  the  works,  and  was 
repulfed  on  both  occafions,  On 
the  29th  he  renewed  the  adault, 
and,  availing  himfelf  of  the  con- 
fufion  exiding  amongd  his  unlkil- 
ful  opponents,  fucceeded  in  forcing 
his  way  into  the  city,  at  a  time 
when  it  was  faid  that  he  had  not; 
above  fix  rounds  of  cartridges  left. 
Upon  the  pretext  that  a  French 
officer,  who  had  been  fent  to  furru 
mon  the  city,  had  been  fhot,  the 
garrifon,  as  the  French  defcribed 
it,  were  put  to  the  fword  ;  but,  in 
fad,  feveral  thoufand  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  without  condderation  for 
age  or  fex,  were  maffacred,  and 
their  bodies  lay  for  fome  days  ex¬ 
po  fed  in  the  dreets,  and  were  then 
thrown  into  the  river,  already 
thronged  with  thofe  of  the  crowds 
that  had  perifhed  by  the  breaking 


of  the  bridge  of  boats,  over  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  adault,  they 
had  fought  to  efcape  from  their 
purfuers. 

Such  were  the  aufpices  under 
which  the  French  general  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fecond  city  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  It  was  attempted,  a  few 
days  after,  to  efface  the  memory 
of  thefe  events,  by  a  piece  of  reli¬ 
gious  mummery,  not  more  abfurd 
than  impious.  About  a  league 
from  Oporto  is  the  village  of  Ma- 
tafmhos,  famous  by  the  podeffion 
of  a  crucifix,  known  by  the  name 
of  Nodfo  Senhor  de  Bouyas.  This 
venerable  relic  Mardial  Soult,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  ftaff,  took  occa- 
fion  to  vifit,  and,  according  to  the 
journal  publifhed  under  his  autho¬ 
rity  at  Oporto,  i{  prodrated  him¬ 
felf  before  the  altar,  with  all  the 
refped  and  reverence  which  reli¬ 
gion  requires  of  thofe  who  are 
animated  by  the  true  fpirit  of 
Chridianity."  The  inhabitants 
of  Matadnhos  are  defcribed  as 
wrapt  in  extafy  at  this  intereding 
and  affeding  fpedacle  of  a  great 
man  humbling  himfelf  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  King  of  kings  and  fo- 
vereign  difpofer  of  empires.  They 
were  dill  further  edified,  when 
they  heard  the  mardial  exprefs  his 
concern  that  the  plate  and  jewels 
of  the  church  had  been  loft,  and 
affure  the  redor  of  his  intention  to 
offer  two  large  diver  candledicks 
to  our  lord  of  Bou^as,  and  more¬ 
over  to  double  the  falaries  of  the' 
redor  and  facridan.  “  It  is  time," 
fays  the  recorder  of  this  fmgular 
feene,  (i  to  open  our  eyes,  and  to 
acknowledge  the  hand  of  Provi¬ 
dence  in  the  events  which  have 
befallen  us.  How  fortunate  are 
we,  that  Heaven  has  dedined  us 
to  be  governed  by  a  hero,  who 
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poffertes  a  heart  difpofed  to  be 
deeply  and  warmly  imprefied  with 
all  the  majefty  of  our  holy  reli¬ 
gion,  and  who  afpires  only  to 
make  it  fhine  forth  with  new  and 
never  fading  fplendour.5*  From 
this  conduit  in  the  French  general, 
and  from  the  language  which  he 
feems  to  have  encouraged  in  his 
adherents,  the  inference  would  be 
juftified  that  he  had  himfelf  the 
ferious  expectation  of  obtaining 
the  crown  of  Portugal  in  remune¬ 
ration  of  his  fervices.  But  the 
more  probable  conftrudion  perhaps 
is,  that  he  was  merely  amufing 
himfelf  with  the  adulation  which 
the  profpeit  of  fuch  an  arrangement 
called  forth  from  the  traitors  who 
had  efpoufed  his  party. 

But,  whatever  were  the  views 
or  the  hopes  of  the  marlhal,  his 
reign  over  Portugal  was  not  likely 
to  be  a  very  tranquil  one,  and 
events  were  daily  taking  place, 
which  feemed  immediately  to 
threaten  its  duration.  Chaves, 
where  he  had  left  1,600  men,  in¬ 
cluding  his  lick,  was  already  re¬ 
taken  by  the  fame  force,  under 
Siiveira,  which  had  previoufly  eva- 

-tyr  cuated  it  upon  the  ap- 

iar.  21.  0p  t[,e  French  • 

and  a  body  of  Portuguefe  peafantry, 
combined  with  a  detachment  from 
the  army  of  Romana,  had,  under 
the  able  command  of  D.  Pablo 
Morillo,  inverted  Vigo,  and  com- 
lyr  pelled  the  French  gar- 

ar*  27*  ri{bn,  confifting  of 
1,300  men,  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  war.  Romana  himfelf,  who  had 
received  a  reinforcement  of  3,000 
men,  and  reorganized  his  army, 
proceeded,  with  his  accuftomed 
activity,  to  threaten  the  French 
communications  in  Afturias  ;  in 
his  march  upon  which  he  retook  the 


town  of  Villafranca,  with  800 
prifoners.  Under  thefe  circum- 
rtances,  the  pofitions  of  the  French 
in  Portugal  and  Gallicia  became 
of  a  fufficiently  perilous  and  preca¬ 
rious  nature. 

The  contemporaneous  move¬ 
ments  of  the  French  armies  on  the 
Eftremadurian  frontier  of  Portugal, 
rendered  impracticable  any  advance 
on  the  part  of  the  English  forces 
at  Liihon,  for  the  relief  of  their 
allies  in  the  north.  At  not  more 
than  thirty  leagues  dirtance  from 
Lilbon,  a  body  of  nearly  30,000 
French  troops  had  crofied  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  and  were  proceeding  towards 
Badajoz  ;  and  the  fubfequent  dif- 
afters  of  the  patriot  armies  in 
thefe  quarters,  made  it  doubtful 
whether  Liihon  itfelf  could  be 
maintained  till  the  arrival  of  the 
expeCled  fuccours  from  England. 
The  central  army,  which  had  been 
reforming  under  the  Duke  del  In- 
fantado,  had  already  fullered  fome 
eonfiderable  reverfes.  The  ad¬ 
vanced  divilion,  under  Venegas, 
was  fuddenly  attacked  by  Vidor, 
on  the  13  th  of  January,  and  de¬ 
feated  with  the  lofs  of  3,000  pri¬ 
foners  ;  and  the  duke,  in  falling 
back  upon  Valencia,  unfortunately 
fullered  his  artillery,  which  he  had 
feparated  from  his  army,  to  be 
furprifed  and  captured.  In  La  Man¬ 
cha,  the  Duke  del  Albuquerque, 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  fome  af¬ 
fairs,  of  which  the  refults  would  have 
been  greater,  but  for  the  ill  ad- 
vifed  interference  of  his  command¬ 
er,  d'Urbino,  whofe  incompetence 

to  the  port  he  filled  was 
iV lcir*  2  7®  r*  11  *  JL 

1  more  lignally  evinced 

at  the  battle  of  Ciudad  Real,  where 

his  army  was  completely  routed  by 

Sebaftiani,  from  whofe  difpatch  it 

would  feem  that  the  Spaniards  made 

u  U  no 


4 
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no  refinance,  but  were  inftantly 
dri  ven  from  the  field,  with  the  lofs  of 
3,000  killed,  4,006  prifoners,  and 
eighteen  pieces  of  cannon  ;  that  of 
the  French,  according  to  theii  own 
account,  did  not  exceed  thirty- 
killed  and  fixty  wounded.  On  the 
Mn r:  following  day  a  difaf- 

ter,  ftill  more  fatal, 
befel  the  army  of  Eftremadura.  On 
the  rout  of  GalluzO,  Cuefta  had 
been  appointed  to  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  in  that  province  ;  the  bridges 
over  the  Tagus  had  been  re. occu¬ 
pied,  and  a  confiderable  military 
force  collected,  to  oppofe  any  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  enemy  to  repafs  the 
river.  On  the  16th,  however,  the 
French  again  forced  the  defences 
at  the  Puente  del  Arzobifpo,  and 
drove  back  the  troops  which  had 
been  polled  there  to  Miravete. 
The  refiftance  at  Almarez,  owing 
to  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of 
the  commander,  Heneftrofa,  was 
ilill  lefs  effedual ;  and  Cuefta  fell 
back  upon  Santa  Cruz,  abandon¬ 
ing  his  magazines  at  Truxillo,  and 
leaving  the  whole  of  Eftremadura 
open  to  the  movements  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  Upon  the  falfe  intelligence, 
however,  of  fome  detachments 
which  the  French  general,  Vidor, 
had  made  of  his  forces,  Cuefta  re- 
folved  to  attack  him.  On  the  2.7th 
he  marched  to  Medellin,  where  he 
found,  not,  as  he  expeded,  a  parr, 
but  the  whole  of  the  French  force 
in  array  to  receive  him.  A  battle 
enfued ;  the  Spanilh  infantry  fought 
bravely,  but  the  mifeondud  of  the 
cavalry  threw  the  left  wing  into 
diforder,  and  it  was  confequently 
driven  from  the  field.  The  French 
then  di  reded  all  their  efforts 
againft  the  centre,  which,  in  fpite 
of  the  individual  gallantry  of  the 
men?  was  broken,  and  a  general 


rout  enfued.  By  the  enemy’s  re¬ 
lation,  we  are  told,  that  not  lefs 
than  7,000  men  were  left  on  ther 
field,  3,000  taken,  together  with 
thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  The  bat¬ 
tle,  however,  had  lefs  important 
confequences  than  might  have  been 
expeded*  The  enemy  made  no 
attempt  upon  Andalufia,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  Cuefta  managed  to  col¬ 
led  at  Almendralejo,  a  force  nearly 
as  impoftng  as  that  which  he  had 
commanded  previous  to  the  defeat 
at  Medellin.  The  central  junta 
at  Seville  betrayed  no  fymptom  of 
alarm  or  defpondency  ;  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  paft  in  favour  of  the 
army,  and  of  its  chief;  and,  by 
an  ad  of  more  queftionable  wif- 
dom,  the  title  and  powers  of  cap¬ 
tain  general  were  conferred  upon 
Cuefta. 

The  eondud  of  the  French  fol- 
diery,  throughout  the  whole  pro¬ 
grefs  of  their  warfare,  was  the  oc- 
cafion  and  the  objed  of  another 
proclamation  from  the  junta.  Plun¬ 
der  and  maffacre,  and  rape  and 
facrilege,  are  deferibed  as  the 
invariable  companions  of  their 
columns,  wherefoever  they  dired- 
ed  their  devaftating  progrefs.  ((  In 
other  times/’  it  was  faid,  <c  war 
was  carried  on  between  army  and 
army,  foldier  and  foldier — their 
fury  fpent  itfelf  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  and  when  courage,  com¬ 
bined  with  fortune,  had  decided 
the  vidory,  the  conquerors  be¬ 
haved  to  the  conquered  like  men 
of  honour,  and  the  defencelefs  peo¬ 
ple  were  refpeded.  The  progrefs  of 
civilization  had  tempered  the  evils 
of  hoftility,  till  a  nation,  which 
fo  lately  boafted  that  it  was  the 
moft  polilhed  in  the  world,  renew¬ 
ed,  in  the  19th  century,  the  cru¬ 
elty  of  the  worft  favages,  and  all 
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the  horrors  which  make  us  tremble 
in  perufing  the  hiftoty  of  the  ir¬ 
ruptions  of  the  barbarians  of  old. 
Like  tygers,  thefe  enemies  make 
no  diftin&ibn  in  their  carnage- — 
the  aged,  the  infants,  the  women 
— all  are  alike  to  them,  wherefo- 
ever  they  can  find  blood  to  fhed.” 

Addrefling  themfelves  to  the 
Spanifh  people,  the  junta  Went  on 
to  alk— “  What  recourfe  have  you 
in  fubmiflion  and  in  cowardice  ? 
If  with  this  abafement  you  could 
purchafe  a  miferable  exiftence,  that 
perhaps*  with  bafe  minds,  might 
exculpate  you.  But  you  fly  to 
your  houfes  to  perifh  in  them,  or 
to  be  idle  fpedators  of  the  horrors 
which  thefe  ruffian  foldiers  are  ore- 

4. 

paring  for  you.  Yes  !  wait  for 
them  there,  and  they  will  not 
tarry  long  ere  they  come  and  fhed 
before  your  eyes  the  blood  of  the 
innocent  victims  which  you  will 
not  defend.  Old  fathers,  wretched 
mothers,  prepare  to  receive  your 
daughters  releafed  from  the  arms  of 
a  hundred  barbarians,  only  when 
they  are  in  the  a  61  of  death  !  or, 
if  they  recover  life,  to  curfe  it  in 
the  bitternefs  of  inextinguifhable 
fhame  !  Tell  them  to  reproach  thofe 
cowardly  hufhands,  thofe  bafe 
lovers,  who  are  content  to  live 
and  fee  them  plunged  in  this  abo¬ 
minable  infamy.  But  they  will 
not  be  fuffered  to  live ;  hand¬ 
cuffed  and  haltered  will  they  be 
dragged  out  of  their  country  ;  they 
will  be  made  foldiers  by  force, 
though  they  would  not  become  fo 
from  honour  and  a  fenfe  of  duty  ; 
there  they  will  be  expofed  in  the 
foremofl  ranks  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy ;  there  they  will  not  be 
able  to  fly — -the  toil,  the  danger, 
and  death  will  be  theirs  ;  the 
glory  and  fpoil  will  be  their  con» 


querors,  and  the  crowns  which 
they  win  will  be  for  the  ty¬ 
rant,  the  eaufe  of  all  this  mi- 
f cry .** 

The  energy  and  eloquence  of 
the  proclamations  iflfued  by1  the 
government  to  the  Spanifh  nation, 
were,  in  general,  perfedlly  com- 
menfurate  with  the  importance  of 
the  interefls  they  difeuffed,  and  the 
depth  and  ardour  of  that  patriotifni 
to  which  they  were  addreiTed.  Nor 
were  they,  perhaps,  the  lefs  adapt¬ 
ed  for  their  purpofe,  on  account  of 
a  certain  tone  of  romantic  exalta¬ 
tion  which  is  commonly  perceived 
to  pervade  them  ;  a  tone  which, 
though  it  may  found  of  a  pitch 
rather  too  high  from  our  more  fo- 
bered  feelings,  has  clearly  nothing 
about  it  of  the  tumour  of  affe Na¬ 
tion,  and  was  undoubtedly  perfe&ly 
in  unifon  with  thofe  lofty  fentiments 
of  honour  and  duty,  which,  far 
more  than  any  calculation  of  inte- 
reft,  formed  the  bafis  of  that  un- 
fubmitting  fpirit  with  which  the 
Spanifh  people  fo  glorioufly  per- 
fifted  in  refilling  the  invader  of 
their  national  independence. 

In  Catalonia  this  devoted  ardour 
among  the  people  difplayed  itfelf 
in  inftances  of  refiftance  as  perfe- 
vering  and  heroic  as  in  any  other 
province  of  the  peninfula.  With 
the  afliftance  of  fome  Britifh  Tea¬ 
men,  the  little  town  of  Rofas, 
without  works,  andalmoft  without 
garrifon,  maintained  itfelf  againfl 
the  utmofl  efforts  of  a  French  di- 
viflon  for  the  fpace  of  a  month, 
and  capitulated  only  when  the 
bombardment  of  the  enemy  had 
reduced  the  citadel  to  a  heap  of 
ruins.  Tarragona  and  Gerona  pre¬ 
pared  themfelves  for  the  exertion 
of  energies  equally  unbending,  and 
felt  animated  rather  than  deje&ed 
U  4l  by 
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by  the  fate  which  had  lately  over¬ 
taken  the  heroic  martyrs  of  liberty 
at  Saragoffa. 

That  illuftrious  city  had  at 
length  fallen.  After  the  difafters 
at  Tudela,  Palafox  had  immedi¬ 
ately  retired  thither  with  the  divi¬ 
sion  under  his  command,  and  pre¬ 
parations  were  inftantly  made  for 
entering  upon  a  fecond  defence,  as 
perfevering  and  glorious,  though, 
as  the  event  proved,  not  equally 
fuccefsful  with  the  firft.  The 
recolle&ion  of  all  the  multiplied 
horrors  of  the  former  fiege,  the 
confideration  of  the  accumulated 
means  which  the  enemy  was 
now  enabled  to  employ  againft 
them,  only  Simulated  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  and  their  chief  to  renewed  and 
redoubled  exertions  in  the  fervice 
of  their  country.  Proclamations 
were  ilfued,  commanding  all  wo¬ 
men,  old  men,  and  young  boys,  to 
leave  the  city.  By  another,  every 
perfon,  of  whatever  rank  or  condi¬ 
tion,  was  imperatively  called  upon 
to  devote  his  perfon  and  property 
to  the  common  caufe,  under  penalty 
of  a  fine,  the  amount  of  which  was 
to  be  applied  to  public  purpofes* 
The  whole  population  of  the  city, 
without  exception  as  to  rank,  fex, 
or  age,  was  fummoned  to  exert 
themfelves  for  the  ftrengthening 
and  completion  of  the  fortifica- 
tions. 

The  French,  however,  allowed 
them  little  time  for  the  effe&ing 
of  thefe  arrangements.  On  the 
2.7th  of  November,  a  force  under 
Marlhal  Moncey  arrived  before 
the  city.  On  the  29th,  fome 
Ikirmifhes  took  place,  which  ended 
in  favour  of  the  Spaniards.  On 
the  30th,  the  enemy  made  a  lodge¬ 
ment  upon  fome  heights  command¬ 


ing  the  Cafa  Bianca,  and  polled 
themfelves  in  the  monaftery  of  La 
Concepcion.  From  hence  they  were 
driven,  on  the  following  day,  by 
the  garrifon.  They  renewed  the 
attack  in  the  direction  of  the  Cafa 
Bianca,  bur  were  fo  well  received 
by  the  Spaniards,  that  after  a  con- 
tefh  of  four  hours,  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  fall  back  with  confider- 
able  lofs,  and  file  off,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  a  large  portion  of  their  ftores 
and  baggage. 

According  to  his  own  account, 
Buonaparte  purpofely  forbore,  in 
the  firft  infiance,  to  enforce  a  fyf- 
tem  of  ftrift  circumvallation  around 
the  town,  in  order  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  might,  by  communication 
with  other  parts,  become  allured 
of  the  difafters  which  had  every 
where  befallen  the  Spanifti  armies, 
and  confequently  of  the  utter  hope- 
lefsnefs  of  any  further  refiftance. 
In  the  mean  while,  however,  every 
meafure  was  taken  for  infuring  the 
ultimate  redu&ion  of  the  place, 
fhould  it  perfift  in  its  refolution  to 
ftand  a  fecond  fiege.  For  this 
purpofe,  it  was  determined  to  re¬ 
fort  to  a  means  of  attack,  which,, 
however  flow,  was  almoft  certain 
in  its  operation,  and  againft  which; 
the  belieged  themfelves  were  the 
leaft  able  to  oppofe  an  effectual 
refiftance.  La  Coftc,  general  of 
engineers,,  and  aide-de-camp  to 
Buonaparte,  prepared  and  collected 
at  Alagon  the  neceffary  materials 
and  inftruments  for  commencing  an 
extenfive  fyftem  of  mining,  while 
Dedon,  commanding  the  artillery, 
brought  up  from  Pampeluna  a  large 
quantity  of  mortars,  bombs,  and 
howitzers.  Buonaparte  feems  to- 
have  refolved,  that  if  he  could  not 
poffefs  the  city  of  Saragoffa,  at 

leaft 
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lea  ft  he  would  make  himfelf  mafter 
of  its  ruins. 

■  ,,  _ 

On  the  20th  of  December,  the 

enemy  dire&ed  a  powerful  and 
fuccefsful  attack  upon  the  Torrero, 
and  the  Cafa  Bianca  ;  two  portions 
which  had  been  ftrengthened  by 
the  Spaniards,  but  the  nature  of 
which  did  not  permit  a  protra&ed 
defence  againft  fuperior  force.  At 
the  fame  time,  a  diviiion,  under 
General  Ga%au,  made  itfelf  mafter 
of  the  heights  of  San  Gregorio, 
and  deftroyed  fome  redoubts  which 
had  been  thrown  up  to  command 
the  roads  from  Sueva  and  Barce¬ 
lona.  On  other  points,  however, 
they  were  lefs  fuccefsful.  A  ftrong 
body  of  infantry,  fupported  by 
horfe,  endeavoured  to  gain  the 
fuburb  on  the  fide  of  the  river. 
A  hot  and  protraded  conteft  en- 
fued,  which  ended  in  the  complete 
repulfe  of  the  enemy,  who  was 
driven  back,  with  the  lofs,  it  is 
ftated,  of  nearly  4.000  men. 

On  the  2  2d,  the  French  general, 
Moncey,  fent  to  Palafox,  inform, 
inghim  of  thefurrender  of  Madrid, 
and  reprefenting  to  him  the  ufelefs- 
nefs  and  danger  of  further  refift- 
ance.  The  reply  of  the  Spanifh 
chief  was  that  of  indignant  and 
determined  refufal  to  liften  to  any 
propofal  of  compoiklon  or  capitu¬ 
lation. 

About  the  beginning  of  January, 
Moncey,  who  had  fallen  ill,  was 
fucceeded  in  the  command  by 
Junot.  The  bombardment  was 
now  commenced.  The  enemy  car¬ 
ried  the  monaftery  of  St.  Jofeph 
by  affault,  and  foon  after  the 
bridge  Huerba  fell  into  his  power. 
Oa  the  26th,  Junot  was  fuperfeded 
by  Lafnes  in  the  direction  of  ope¬ 
rations,  which  were  now  carried 
on  with  increafed  vigour,  Oa 


the  27  th,  the  breach  was  practi¬ 
cable  in  feveral  places ;  and  while 
the  bombardment  was  maintained 
without  remiffion,  three  companies 
of  miners  and  eight  of  fappers  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  infure  the  progressive 
deft ruCtion  of  the  town.  The 
Spaniards  endeavoured  to  coun¬ 
teract  mines  by  mines,  but,  from 
their  inexperience  in  this  mode  of 
operation,  their  miners  were  every 
day  difcovered  and  fuffocated. 
By  the  adoption  of  this  fy item, 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  was  Bow, 
but  fore  and  effectual*  Three 
feveral  attacks  were  made  hj 
mines.  Every  day  houfes  were 
deftroyed,  and  others  occupied,  in 
fpite  of  the  010ft  defperate  reliftance 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants, 
who,  as  in  the  former  liege,  de¬ 
fended  every  houfe  and  every 
ftreet.  All  the  outworks  of  the 
town  were  foccefti  vely  carried. 
On  the  30  th,  the  monafteries  of 
Monica,  and  of  the  Greek  Awgefo 
tines,  were  occupied  %  and  on  the 
fame  day,  above  60  hotifes  were 
deftroyed  by  the  mines.  The 
ammunition  of  the  befieged  was 
nearly  exhaufted,  and  they  had  no 
other  powder  but  foch  as  they 
were  enabled  to  manufacture  from 
day  to  day.  Famine  began  to  be 
felt  in  the  town ;  and  to  crown 
their  misfortunes,  a  contagions 
difeafe  broke  out  in  the  city,  and 
was  daily  extending  its  ravages. 

The  utter  hopelefsnefs  of  all 
further  refiftance  could  not  but  be 
obvious  to  the  molt  fanguine  of 
the  patriots ;  neverthelefs  they 
perftfted  in  holding  out  for  nearly 
three  weeks  longer*  The  bom¬ 
bardment  continued  without  ceaf- 
ing,  and  it  is  calculated  that  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fiege  not  iefs  than 
17,000  ftidls  were  thrown  into 
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the  town.  The  Tappers  and  miners 
continued  to  carry  on,  without  re- 
miflion,  their  fyftem  of  deftruCiion, 
and  at  length  above  a  third  of  the 
city  became  in  the  a&ual  poffeffion 
of  the  French.  In  the  mean  while 
the  garrifon  was  daily  weakened 
by  peftilenCe,  or  the  fire  of  the 
befiegera.  The  diforder  at  length 
reached  Palafox  himfelf,  who  was 
compelled  to  transfer  the  command 
to  a  junta,  of  which  he  nominated 
D.  Pedro  Maria  Ric  the  prefident* 
This  was  on  the  1 8th  of  February. 
On  the  following  day  the  flate  of 
the  town,  and  the  remaining  means 
of  defence,  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration.  From  the  reports  of  the 
feveral  commanding  officers,  it  ap* 
peared  that  62  cavalry  horfes  only 
remained,  that  of  the  infantry 
there  were  not  3000  men  fit  for 
fervice ;  the  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhaufted,  the  fortifications  wholly 
in  ruins,  without  either  men  or 
materials  for  repairing  them.  A 
general  attack  from  the  enemy  was 
threatened,  and  there  appeared  to 
remain  no  poffible  means  of  refill¬ 
ing  it,  of  of  averting  all  thofe 
horrors  of  pillage  and  maffacre  in 
which  the  enemy  was  accuftomed 
to  indulge  upon  fuch  occafions,  and 
which  it  was  to  be  expe&ed  would 
be  wreaked  with  ten-fold  atro¬ 
city  upon  a  city  fo  long  the  ob- 
jeC!  of  his  attack.  At  any  rate 
it  feemed  impoffible  to  hold 
out  longer  than  four  days  ;  and  it 
was  obferved,  that  unlefs  relief 
was  expected  within  that  period, 
it  would  be  an  unjuftifiable  walle 
of  life  to  rifk  any  further  protrac¬ 
tion  of  the  defence.  When  the 
queftion  of  capitulation  was  put  to 
the  vote,  twenty-fix  appeared  in 
favour  of  it,  and  eight,  among 
whom  was  the  prefident  Ric, 


again!!  it.  Neverthelefs  it  wa# 
refolved  to  adopt  the  opinion  of 
the  minority,  and  to  hold  out  as 
long  as  a  poffibility  of  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  fuccour  remained.  A 
flag  of  truce  was  fent  to  the  enemy, 
propofing  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities 
for  three  days,  while  melfengers 
might  be  difpatched  to  afcertain 
whether  or  not  any  relief  was  at 
hand,  and  offering  to  capitulate  in 
cafe  no  profped!  of  fuch  aid  fliould 
appear.  Lafnes,  however,  would 
not  hear  of  the  proportion,  and 
infilled  upon  the  inftant  furrender 
of  the  place,  at  the  fame  time  com¬ 
manding  the  renewal  of  the  attack 
and  bombardment* 
t-  ,  On  the  fame  evening 

e  *  the  French  fucceeded  iri 
getting  poffeffion  of  the  quarter  of 
the  Tannieres  and  the  Puento  del 
Angel,  by  which  means  their  fire 
reached  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Fatigue  and  peftilence  rendered  the 
garrifon  almoft  phyfically  inca¬ 
pable  of  any  further  exertions. 
On  every  quarter  the  enemy  was 
progreffively  advancing,  and  the 
means  of  refinance  became  hourly 
more  and  more  ineffectual.  The 
bombardment  had  lafted  forty  days  j 
two-thirds  of  the  city  were  de¬ 
ft  royed ;  30,000  of  the  inhabitants 
had  perifhed,  and  the  contagion 
was  daily  deftroying  from  three  to 
four  hundred.  The  junta  now' 
confidered  that  they  had  fulfilled 
their  engagements  ;  that  SaragoJJk 
<ivas  dejlroyed ,  and  that  they  were 
therefore  at  liberty  to  open  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  for  the  furrender  of  the 
town.  A  flag  of  truce  was  fent  to 
Lafnes,  requefting  a  fufpenfion  of 
hoftilities  for  twenty-four  hours, 
while  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  being  fettled.  Lafnes,  in 
reply,  ordered  the  junta  to  attend 

him 
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him  In  his  quarters  within  two 
hours,  after  the  expiration  of  which 
he  would  admit  n©  treaty  of  any 
kind.  Such  of  the  junta  as  could 
be  collected,  proceeded  accordingly 
to  the  Cafa  Bianca,  where  the 
French  commander  received  them 
with  an  air  of  infolent  indifference, 
and,  in  the  firft  inftance,  refufed  to 
pledge  himfelf  any  further  than  for 
the  fafety  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren.  Upon  thefe  terms,  however, 
Ric  refolutely  refufed  to  furrender, 
and  he  intimated  to  the  Frenchman 
that  he  might  yet  have  caufe  to 
repent  the  driving  of  what  yet  re¬ 
mained  of  Saragofia  to  the  exertion 
of  a  laft  effort.  Lafnes  was  appa¬ 
rently  of  the  fame  opinion.  The 
garrifon  was  admitted  prifoners  of 
war,  and  Lafnes  gave  his  word  that 
they  fhould  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  although  he  would 
not  admit  it  as  a  fpecific  provifion 
of  the  treaty.  In  the  fame  manner 
he  affured  the  junta,  that  Palafox 
fhould  be  allowed  to  go  wherefo- 
ever  he  pleafed.  Both  thefe  en¬ 
gagements  were  afterwards  broken. 
The  heroic  Palafox,  at  that  time 
fuppofed  to  be  dying  of  a  brain- 
fever,  was  conveyed,  with  circum- 
ftances  of  peculiar  contumely,  to 
France.  The  hatred  of  the  French 
towards  this  illuftrious  Spaniard, 
cannot  be  better  illuftrated  than 
by  the  calumnies  which  they  fyfte- 
maticaliy  vented  againft  his  cha¬ 
racter  and  conduCt.  i(  The  peo¬ 
ple,’  *  they  afferted,  te  held  him  in 
fuch  abhorrence,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  poft  a  guard  before  his 
door  to  proteCt  him,  or  otherwife 
he  would  have  been  ftoned.  An 
idea  of  the  hatred  in  which  he  and 
the  monks  of  his  party  were  held, 
could  only  be  formed  by  remem¬ 
bering  the  dcteftation  with  which 


[m 

thofe  men  were  regarded  in  France 
who  governed  by  terror  and  the 
guillotine  and  they  affirmed, 
that  it  was  only  by  the  operation 
of  fimilar  means,  that  he  had  com¬ 
pelled  the  inhabitants  to  undergo 
all  the  privations  and  miferies  of 
the  fiege. 

Among  the  prifoners  was  Au« 
guflina  Saragoza,  the  heroine  who 
had  fo  fingularly  diftinguifhcd  her, 
felf  in  the  former  fiege,  and  who 
had,  throughout  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  fecond  defence,  maintained 
the  fame  undaunted  demeanour. 
Falling  fick  at  the  time  of  the 
capitulation,  file  was  conveyed  to 
the  hofpital,  from  whence  file  fuc- 
ceeded  in  effecting  her  efcape. 

An  eloquent  eulogium  upon  the 
conduCt  of  this  heroic  city  was 
pronounced  by  the  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Spanifii 
nation.  “  Saragoffa,”  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  (i  is  ftill  Handing,  and  lives 
in  imitation  and  in  example :  file 
furvives  Hill  in  public  fpirit, 
which  is  ever  imbibing  leffons  of 
valour  and  conftancy  from  energies 
fo  heroic.  Forty  thoufand  French¬ 
men  who  have  perifiied  before  the 
feeble  walls  which  defended  Sara¬ 
goffa,  caufe  France  to  deplore  the 
barren  and  ephemeral  triumph  (he 
has  gained,  and  evince  to  Spain, 
that  three  towns  of  equal  conftancy 
and  refolution  will  fave  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  difconcert  her  tyrants. 

i(  Time  paffes  away,  and  days 
will  come,  when  thofe  defolating 
earthquakes  will  fubfide,  with 
which  the  genius  of  iniquity  has. 
tormented  the  earth;  the  friends  of 
virtue  and  loyalty  will  then  come 
to  the  ftiores  of  the  Ebro  to  vifit 
thefe  majeftic  ruins  ;  and  contem¬ 
plating  them  with  admiration  and. 
envy,  will  fry*  i(  Here  flood  that 

town 
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town  which  in  modern  ages  realifed 
or  even  excelled  thofe  ancient 
prodigies  of  felf-devotion  and  con- 
ftancy,  which  are  fcarcely  credited 
in  hiftory.  At  firft,  without  a 
fingle  regiment,  or  other  defence 
than  a  weak  wall,  or  other  re- 
fources  than  the  energies  of  its 
inhabitants,  it  dared  to  provoke 
the  rage  of  the  tyrant,  and  twice 
withftood  the  impulfe  of  his  con¬ 
quering  legions.  The  fubje&ion 
of  this  open  and  defencelefs  town 
coft  France  more  blood,  more 
tears,  and  more  deaths,  than  the 
conqueft  of  whole  kingdoms.  It 
was  not  French  valour  which  fub- 
dued  it,  but  a  deadly  and  univer- 
fal  contagion,  which  deprived  the 
defenders  of  their  ftrength  ;  and 
the  enemy,  when  he  entered  the 
city,  triumphed  over  a  few  who 
were  dying  and  difeafed,  but  he 
did  not  vanquifh  warriors,  or  con¬ 
quer  citizens.  ” 

A  decree  was  at  the  fame  time 
iflued,  declaring  that  Saragofla, 
its  inhabitants,  and  garrifon,  had 
eminently  deferved  well  of  their 
country;  that  every  officer  and  fol- 
dier  employed  in  the  liege  be  pro¬ 
moted  ;  that  all  the  inhabitants 
and  their  heirs  enjoy  perfonal  no¬ 
bility  ;  that  the  town  be  free  from 
all  contributions  for  ten  years  after 
the  conclufion  of  peace,  at  which 
period  the  public  edifices  were  to 
be  rebuilt  with  all  poffible  magni¬ 
ficence;  that  a  monument  beeredted 
in  the  fquare  of  the  city  in  perpe¬ 
tual  memory  of  the  fiege  ;  and  that 
in  the  fquares  of  all  the  cities  in 
the  kingdom,  an  infeription  be 
placed,  containing  the  moil  heroic 
cireumftances  of  the  fame  event. 

A  fhort  time  before  the  fall  of 
Saragofla,  an  attempt  was  made 
by  Don  Theodore  Reding,  the 


captain-general  of  Catalonia,  to 
furprife  Barcelona.  A  line  of 
pofts  was  taken  up,  extending  from 
Martorel  through  the  Coll  de  St. 
Chriftina  to  Tarragona  ;  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  whole,  under  Field 
Marflial  Don  J.  B.  de  Caftro, 
being  eftablilhed  at  Squalada.  On 
the  16th  of  February,  however, 
when  a  general  movement  was 
about  to  be  commenced,  St.  Cyr, 
who  had  collected  a  much  fuperior 
force,  attacked  their  left,  and 
drove  it  back  upon  Squalada, 
which  was  evacuated  by  General 
Caftro,  who  retreated  to  Cervera. 
The  fcheme  of  Reding  was  thus 
entirely  difconcerted,  and  he  faw 
that  nothing  remained  but  to  col- 
ledl  the  troops,  and  condudt  them 
to  Tarragona.  Accordingly,  on 
the  20th,  he  marched  fecretly  from 
that  city,  with  300  horfe,  a  batta¬ 
lion  of  Swifs,  and  fix  pieces  of  fly¬ 
ing  artillery.  He  was  foon  joined 
by  the  troops  which  were  falling 
back  from  Coll  de  St.  CliFiftina, 
and  by  a  body  of  1 200  men,  who, 
after  bravely  defending  themfelves 
in  the  monaftery  of  Santa  Cruz, 
had  fucceeded  in  cutting  their  way 
through  the  enemy.  With  thefe 
he  moved  to  Queralt,  where  the 
troops  from  Montmaneu  and  St. 
Coloma  effe&ed  their  junction, 
and  his  whole  combined  force 
amounted  to  about  10,000  men. 

At  this  moment,  however,  in¬ 
telligence  arrived  that  the  French 
had  occupied  Vais,  with  the  view 
of  intercepting  their  return  to 
Tarragona.  After  fome  delibera¬ 
tion,  it  was  refolved  to  march  to 
Mont  Blanch,  which  they  reached 
on  the  23d  ;  on  the  following 
night  they  determined  to  pafs  the 
Coll  de  Riba,  and  thence  effect 
their  retreat  as  they  could  to  Tar- 
J  ragona. 
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ragona.  This  movement  was  to 
be  effe&ed  in  a  difficult  country, 
and  in  the  face  of  very  fuperior 
numbers.  In  paffing  by  Vais,  they 
were  violently  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  who  had  permitted  the 
advanced  guard  and  part  of  the 
centre  to  proceed  unmolelted,  ap¬ 
parently  with  the  hope  of  cutting 
off  the  rear.  In  this  manoeuvre, 
however,  he  was  foiled  by  the  able 
difpofitions  of  Reding,  and  the 
French  were  driven  back  with 
confiderable  lofs.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  the  retreat  to  Tarragona 
was  continued.  The  French,  how¬ 
ever,  came  up  again,  and  availing 
themfelves  of  a  ftrong  reinforce¬ 
ment,  attacked  and  fucceeded  in 
forcing  the  pofition  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  in  fome  meafure  in  dif- 
perfing  their  army.  The  greater 
part  of  the  fcattered  troops,  how¬ 
ever,  fucceeded  in  reaching  their 
deftination.  Reding  himfelf arrived 
there  on  the  25th ;  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  in  the  late  adlion,  feveral 
fevere  wounds,  of  which  in  his 
defpatch  to  government  he  made 
no  mention,  but  one  of  which 
fhortly  after  proved  mortal.  He 
was  Swifs  by  birth,  and  brother 
of  the  celebrated  patriot  Aloys 
Reding. 

Upon  the  death  of  Reding,  the 
command  of  the  province  wras 
affigned  to  Blake.  The  lofs  of 
nearly  all  the  fortreffes,  and  the 
difperfion  of  the  armies,  compelled 
him  for  fome  time  to  confine  his 
efforts  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
troops,  and  the  fomenting  of  that 
fpeciea  of  petty  warfare  by  the 
Miquelets,  to  which  the  nature  of 
the  country  afforded  fiich  peculiar 
opportunity.  At  length,  having 
collected  a  confiderable  force,  he 
refoived  to  attempt  the  recovery 


of  the  city  of  Alcaniz,  a  pofition 
of  importance,  inafmuch  as  it  cut 
off  the  communication  between 
Mequinenza  and  Tortofa,  and 
commanded  the  high  road  to  Va¬ 
lencia.  The  French  were  driven 
from  the  towm,  but  feeling  its 
value,  a  few  days  after  made  a 
powerful  effort  to  regain  it.  They 
were  repul  fed  in  four  fuccefiive 
attacks,  and  compelled  to  retreat 
with  great  lofs. 

Blake  now  determined  toattempt 
the  recovery  of  Saragoffa.  He 
marched  with  the  joint  armies  of 
Arragon  and  Valencia,  and,  on  the 
15  th  of  June,  attacked  the  enemy, 
who,  under  Suchet,  were  ftrongly 
polled  before  the  town.  The  at¬ 
tack,  however,  was  unfuccefsful. 
The  Spaniards  fell  back  with  con¬ 
fiderable  lofs,  particularly  of  can¬ 
non,  and  took  up  a  ftrong  pofition 
in  the  front  of  Belchite.  Suchet 
followed  by  forced  marches.  He 
attacked  them  twice,  but  without 
fuccefs.  On  the  third  day  the 
a&ion  was  renewed  in  the  valley 
of  Almonazir.  Blake  had  received 
a  reinforcement  in  the  night.  His 
centre  was  polled  at  Calvaire  ;  his 
left  behind  retrenchments,  while  a 
convent  protected  his  right ;  his 
whole  front  was  covered  w7ith 
olive-grounds  and  vineyards.  The 
French  general  ordered  a  battalion 
of  light  infantry  to  advance  to¬ 
wards  the  centre,  with  a  view  to 
occupy  the  Spanilb  trailleurs, 
while  a  powerful  attack  in  columns 
was  directed  again!!  their  left, 
which  had  previoully  been  lhaken 
by  twenty  difeharges  of  artillery. 
At  the  moment  of  this  attack, 
one  of  the  Spanifh  howitzer  wag¬ 
gons  was  blown  up  by  a  cannon¬ 
ball,  and  a  panic  inllantly  fpread 
through  the  whole  Spanifii  line. 

The 
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The  entire  army  gave  way,  and 
lied  at  once  from  the  field  without 
firing  a  (hot,  leaving  their  general 
attended  only  by  a  few  officers  of 
his  ftaff.  A  fingle  regiment  at¬ 
tempted  to  rally,  at  a  fhort  dif- 
tance  from  the  field,  but  was  fpee- 
dily  cut  to  pieces,  or  taken.  All 
the  artillery,  forty-two  ammunition 
carts,  three  thoufand  mulkets,  and 
fome  thoufands  of  prifoners,  re¬ 
mained  in  the  hands  of  the  con¬ 
querors.  The  troops  compofing 
the  army  which  had  thus  difgraced 
itfelf,  were  for  the  moil  part  raw 
Valencian  recruits.  In  the  pre¬ 
ceding  actions,  however,  they  had 


conduced  themfelrcs  well,  and 
their  behaviour,  on  this  occafion, 
can  only  be  accounted  for  as  one 
of  thofe  extraordinary  panics  to 
which  undifciplined  troops,  how¬ 
ever  individually  brave,  feem  al¬ 
ways  to  be  liable.  Suchet  rapidly 
followed  up  his  advantages.  He 
entered  Alcanitz,  Calanda,  and 
Carpe,  every  day  making  pri¬ 
foners,  and  difperfing  every  thing 
that  oppofed  him.  All  Arragon 
fhortly  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
conqueror.  Blake  retired  into 
Catalonia,  where  he  occupied  him- 
felf  in  endeavouring  to  reorganize 
his  army. 


CHAP.  X. 

Arrival  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley  at  Lijbon.  Appointed  hj  the  Prince  Regent 
to  the  chief  Conunand  of  the  Portuguefe  Forces .  Concerts  Operations  with 

Cuefta ,  and  marches  upon  the  French  at  Oporto .  Critical  Situation  of 
Soult .  Movement  of  the  Fngli/h  and  Portuguefe.  Paffage  of  the  Douro. 
Britifh  e?iter  Oporto *  Soult  abandons  his  whole  Materiel ,  and  efcapes 
acrofs  the  Mountains .  Wellefley  returns  to  the  South  to  co-operate  with 

Cuefta .  Affairs  revive  in  Gallicia .  Movements  of  Ney  upon  Oviedo . 

Defeat  of  the  French  at  Lugo ,  and  at  Santiago .  Repulje  of  Ney  at  Cal~ 
das ,  who  evacuates  F err  of  and  retires  from  Gallicia «  Plan  of  Operations 
between  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley  and  Cuefta .  Movement  upon  Madrid . 
Retreat  of  Vidor.  W dlejley  advances  to  the  Alberche.  Propofes  an  imsne- 
diate  Attack.  Obftinacy  of  the  Spanijh  Ge?ieral.  Want  of  Supplies  a?id 
Means  of  Tranfport  experienced  by  the  Britifb  Armyy  which  halts 0 
Advance  of  Cuefta.  Battle  of  Talavera.  Defer iption  of  the  Fngli/h 
Pojition .  Repeated  Attacks  of  the  French .  Invariably  repulfed.  The 
Enemy  retire .  Severe  Lofs  of  both  Parties .  Mf conduit  of  the  Spanijh 
Commijfariat.  Difficulties  of  the  Englijh  Troops .  Advance  of  Soult  and 
Ney  upon  Placentia.  Difcuffions  with  Cuefta.  Retreat  upon  Almarez. 
Cuefta  abandons  the  Englijh  Hofpital  at  Talavera .  Affair  of  Banos . 

Junta  orders  Venegas  to  move  on  Madrid.  He  is  attacked  and  defeated 
near  Aranjuex  by  Sebaftiani.  Sir  Arthur  Wellejley  elevated  to  the 
Peerage •  Honours  paid  to  him  by  the  Spanijh  Junta «  Lord  Wellefley 
arrives  at  Cadiz.  Complaints  of  the  Englijh  General  ref pe  ding  the  Want 
of  Supply .  Correfpondence  on  the  Subjed.  Cuefta  difplaced .  Lord 

Wellington  falls  back  to  Badajox.  Account  of  the  Number  and  Dfpofttiou 
of  the  French  and  Spanijh  Armies  then  in  the  Field.  Junta  prepares  an 
Attack  on  Madrid \  MJconiud  of  the  Spanijh  General  Fatal  Battle 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[  1 75 

of  Ocana .  Succefs  of  Duke  del  Parqne  at  Tama  me  s.  Difafer  at  Alba 
del  Tormes.  Ciudad  Rodrigo  threatened.  Siege  of  Gerona .  Affiaulti 
upon  Monjuic .  Determination  of  the  Garrifon.  Blake  throws  in  a  Con- 
no  oy.  Able  Conduct  of  O3 Donnel.  Blockade  of  the  Town.  A  fecond 
Convoy  introduced  by  O’  Donnel.  Angereau  takes  Command  of  the  Siege . 
Attacks  and  def  rays  the  Magazines  of  Blake  at  Hofalrich .  Difeafe 
breaks  out  in  the  Tovon.  Honourable  Capitulation  after  a  Siege  of  feven 
Months .  State  of  Affairs  in  Spain.  Defpatch  from.  Lord  ellejley  upon 
the  SubjeSf .  Inefficiency  of  the  Supreme  Central  Junta.  Mifcondudl  of 
the  Military  Department .  Delay  in  the  Affiembly  of  the  Cortes*  Lord 
Wellefeyys  Recommendations  as  to  the  Meafures  to  be  adopted . 


SUCH  was  the  fituation  of  affairs, 
when  on  the  2  2d  of  April,  Sir 
A.  Welle  (ley  reached  Lifbon,  where 
his  arrival  was  hailed  with  every 
demonftration  of  the  confidence 
and  attachment  of  the  people® 
Marffial  Beresford  had  already 
taken  the  command  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  army,  and  was  mod  inde¬ 
fat  igably  and  fuccefsfully  occupied 
in  the  remodelling  of  its  fyilem, 
and  the  reftoration  of  its  military 
difcipline  and  efficiency®  The  di- 
jredion  of  its  movements,  how^ 
ever,  was  committed  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Englifh  forces,  who 
received  from  the  Prince  Regent 
the  appointment  of  marfhal-general 
of  the  Portuguefe  army. 

Arrangements  were  immediately 
made  for  opening  the  campaign. 
With  this  view,  two  courfes  of 
adlion  prefen  ted  themfeives  to  the 
choice  of  the  Englifh  general.  He 
might  either  co-operate  with 
Cuefta  againft  the  French  corps, 
which  under  Vidor  was  at  that 
time  alternately  threatening  Lifbon 
and  Seville,  or  proceed,  in  the 
firfl  inftance,  to  take  meafures  for 
the  expulfion  of  Soult  from  Oporto, 
and  the  north  of  Portugal.  He 
decided  in  favour  of  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  line  of  operations,  and  im¬ 
mediately  communicated  his  dcfign 
to  Cuefta,  defiring  that  general  to 


make  no  attempt  againft  Vid©r, 
until  the  return  of  the  Britifh  from 
Oporto,  when  the  two  armies 
might  combine  on  the  fouth  of  the 
Tagus,  and  concert  their  move¬ 
ments  in  common.  The  fituation 
of  Soult  at  that  moment  was  cri- 
tical  enough  ;  his  communications 
with  Gallicia  had  been  interrupted ; 
Silveira  was  in  occupation  of  the 
bridge  of  Amarante,  on  the  road 
to  the  province  of  Traz  los  Mon¬ 
tes,  and  every  effort  to  diflodge 
him  had  hitherto  been  ineffectual. 
The  poll  was  maintained  againft 
the  fucceffive  attacks  of  Loifon, 
from  the  18th  of  April  to  the  2d 
of  May,  when  Soult  marched  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  de¬ 
tachment,  and,  after  an  obftinate 
refiftance,  the  pofition  was  forced. 
He  then  returned  to  Oporto.  On 
the  8th  and  9th,  Sir  A.  Wellefley 
began  to  move  from  Coimbra, 
having  ported  two  regiments  of 
dragoons,  two  battalions,  and  a 
brigade  of  infantry,  with  a  corps 
of  7000  Portuguefe,  in  the  moun¬ 
tainous  diftrid  between  Alcantara 
and  Abrantes,  for  the  purpofe  of 
watching  any  movement  on  the 
part  of  Vidor  in  that  direction. 
With  the  remainder  of  his  troops 
he  marched  rapidly  on  Oporto  ; 
Beresford,  with  a  ftrong  detach¬ 
ment,  chiefly  compofed  of  Portu- 

guefe^ 
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goefe,  moved  upon  Vifeu,  to  aft 
upon  the  enemy's  left,  while  he 
bimfelf  advanced  by  the  more 
direft  routes  to  the  Douro,  which 
they  reached  after  fome  inconlider- 
able  fkirmilhes  ;  the  enemy  having 
repalfed  it  on  the  nth,  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  bridge.  Difpofitions 
were  immediately  made  for  crofting 
the  river.  General  Murray  was 
difpatched  to  attempt  a  palfage  at 
Ovintas,  about  four  miles  from 
Oporto  j  another  divifion  was  em¬ 
barked  a  little  above  the  town  of 
Villa  Nova,  and  a  third  proceeded 
dtreftly  by  the  ferry  from  that 
fbborb  to  Oporto.  The  palfage 
was  fuecefsful  at  all  points.  A 
vigorous  reliftance  was  made  in 
the  firft  inftance,  but  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  on  the  left  of  the  corps 
which  had  palled  at  Ovintas,  the 
enemy  retired  in  confufion,  with 
the  lois  of  feveral  cannon  and  pri- 
Ibners.  TheBritifh  entered  Oporto, 
where  they  found  7  ooof  the  enemy's 
flick  and  wounded,  amid  the  accla¬ 
mations  and  illuminations  of  the 
inhabitants* 

In  the  mean  while  Beresford 
fed  nor  been.  idle.  He  crofted  the 
Douro,  obliged  the  French  polls 
at  Villa  Real  and  Mezamfrio  to 
fall  back,  drove  in  their  outpofts 
at  Amaranthe,  and  recovered  pof- 
ieflioB  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Ta- 
roaga,  on  the  fame  day  that  Sir 
Arthur  had  forced  the  oaffao;e  at 
Oporto*  This  completely  difcon- 
eerted  the  .plan  of  Soult’s  retreat, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  direft  his 
flight  towards  Gallicia.  The 
Englifli  general  purfued  him  clofely 
as;  far  as  Montalegre,  and  then 
felted,  finding  he  had  taken  a  road 
through  the  mountains  towards 
Oreufe,  by  which  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult,  if  not  iinpoffible,  to  follow 


him.  In  the  courfe  of  this  flight* 
Soult  deftroyed  all  his  guns  and 
ammunition,  and  retained  nothing 
of  his  baggage  but  what  a  few 
mules  could  carry,  leaving  the 
rqad  flrewed  with  his  lick  and 
wounded,  the  carcafes  of  horfes, 
and  the  bodies  of  French  Hig¬ 
glers,  who  had  been  put  to  death 
by  the  peafantry  before  our  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  could  fave  them. 
Thefe  facrilices  were  in  faft  necef- 
fary,  as  by  this  means  he  contrived 
to  gain  the  pafs  of  Ruivaes,  near 
Salamonde,  before  the  troops,  de¬ 
tached  for  that  purpofe  by  Marfhai 
Beresford,  could  arrive  to  occupy 
it.  This  pafs  confills  of  a  very 
narrow  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine, 
without  a  parapet  wall  on  either 
fide  ;  and  had  the  Englilh  detach¬ 
ment  reached  it  in  time,  Soult  would 
unqueftionably  have  been  compelled 
to  furrender  at  difcretion.  As  it 
was,  however,  it  was  eftimated, 
that  ftnce  we  eroded  the  Vouga  on 
the  10th,  the  enemy  had  loft  above 
a  fourth  of  his  army,  and  all  his 
artillery  and  equipments. 

From  Montalegre  Sir  Arthur 
immediately  retraced  his  fteps  to 
the  fouth,  intelligence  being  con¬ 
veyed  to  him  that  Viftor  had 
advanced  from  the  Guadiana,  and 
taken  poffeffion  of  Alcantara.— 
This  poft  was  occupied  by  Colonel 
Mayne,  who  had  under  his  com¬ 
mand  a  force  of  about  two  thou- 
fand  Portuguefe,  with  which  he  re¬ 
filled  for  lix  hours  a  body  of  ten 
thoufand  infantry  and  a  thoufand 
horfe,  and  then  made  good  his  re¬ 
treat  without  the  lofs  of  a  cannon. 
Viftor  crofted  the  river,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  into  Portugal  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Caftel  Bianco,  but  hearing 
that  the  allies  under  Wellefley 
were  returning  from  the  Douro, 
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1>e  retreated  immediately,  and 
•concentrated  bis  army  between  the 
Tagus  and  the  Guadiana,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gaceres,  efta- 
blifhing  his  head -quarters  a,t  Trux- 
illo. 

In  Gallicia,  affairs  loan  began 
to  wear  a  more  favourable  afpefL 
After  the  capture  of  Vjllafranca 
by  Romana,  Ney,  who  commanded 
in  the  province,  colle&ed  a  ftrong 
force  at  Lugo,  with  the  view  of 
attacking  him.  Romana  withdrew 
into  Afturias,  and  leaving  his  army 
at  Navia,  under  the  command  of 
D.  Nicholas  Mahy,  proceeded  in 
per  fen  to  Oviedo,  for  the  purpofe 
of  diffolving  the  junta,  and  arrang¬ 
ing  the  eftablifement  of  another 
council,  more  competent  to  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs.  He  was 
followed  by  Ney,  upon  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  whofe  forces  Mahy  fell 
back  into  Gallicia,  and  the  French 
marfhal  moved  rapidly  upon  Ovie¬ 
do,  with  the  hope  of  furprifing  the 
perfon  of  Romana.  He  had,  in 
fa&,  nearly  fucceeded  in  his  de- 
fign  ;  and  the  Spanifh  general, 
with  his  flaff,  efcaped  with  diffi¬ 
culty  from  the  town,  and  got  on 
fhipboard  at  Gijon.  Some  ikir- 
mifhes  took  place  between  the 
Afturian  troops,  under  Ballafteros, 
and  the  French  ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  St.  Ander  was  taken,  and 
almoft  immediately  retaken,  with 
confiderable  lofs  on  both  fides. 
Ney  in  the  mean  while  returned 
to  Gallicia,  where  the  movements 
of  the  patriots,  under  Mahy,  ren¬ 
dered  his  prefence  neceffary.  That 
general  had  marched  with  celerity 
upon  Lugo,  where  what  remained 
of  the  French  force  in  Gallicia  was 
affembled,  and  had  defeated  them 
in  a  general  engagement,  (May  1 8) 
yshile  Carrara  and  Murillo  (May 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX.  New  Se 

v  i 


23)  with  the  forces  which  had  re¬ 
taken  Vigo,  achieved  a  fnnila*” 
fuccefs  over  the  enemy  at  San¬ 
tiago. 

Alarmed  bv  thefe  indications  of 

j 

the  reviving  fortune  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  Ney  refelved  to  attempt 
the  recapture  of  Vigo,  and  then 
forming  a  junction  with  the  re¬ 
mains  of  Soult’s  force  at  Orciffe, 
to  combine  their  efforts  for  the 
c,nv elopement  and  deflrufiion  of 
Romana.  With  this  view  he 
moved  upon  Santiago  with  eight 
thoufand  infantry  and  two  thoufund 
five  hundred  horfe.  The  Spanifh 
force,  which  was  very  inferior, 
fell  back  to  Calebs  and  Ponteve- 
dra,  where  they  paffed  the  river, 
and  formed  on  the  other  fide,  the 
bridge  being  already  broken»?-r- 
Their  numbers  were  here  increased 
to  fix  or  feven  thoufend  men,  toge¬ 
ther  with  about  three  thoufand 
young  men  without  fjrerarms,  and 
nothin?  could  exceed  the  animation 
and  alacrity  which  prevailed  among 
them.  This  the  enemy  feon  ex¬ 
perienced,  On  the  morning  of  fh£ 
7th  of  June,  he  commenced  a  fire 
from  the  battery  he  had  eflablilhed, 
under  cover  of  which  he  attempted 
to  force  the  paffage  of  the  river, 
but  was  driven  back  with  great 
lofs.  He  renewed  the  attack  above 
the  bridge  on  the  following  day, 
but  with  no  better  fuccefs,  and  at 
length  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
retreat,  under  circumftances  which 
not  merely  made  his  propofed  junc¬ 
tion  with  Soult  impoffible,  but 
rendered  it  neceffary  to  take  mea- 
fures  for  the  evacuation  of  Gal¬ 
licia.  Accordingly,  on  the  21ft, 
he  evacuated  Ferrol,  having  pre- 
vioufly  deftroyed  all  the  maga¬ 
zines  and  bores  ;  and  withdrawing 
his  troops  from  Corunna,  retreated 
ries.  [M]  through 
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through  Lugo,  Villafranca,  and 
Aftorga.  Soult  in  like  manner 
retired  upon  Zamora,  and  the  pro¬ 
vince  was  effe&ually  cleared  of 
the  enemy.  Upon  the  recovery  of 
Ferrol,  meafures  were  immediately 
taken  for  the  removal  of  the  S pa¬ 
id  fh  fleet  to  Cadiz. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellefley  was  now 
about  to  commence  operations  in 
Spain.  After  fome  communication 
with  Cuefta,  it  was  concerted  that 
the  combined  Britifh  and  Spanifh 
armies  fhould  make  an  advance 
along  the  right  of  the  Tagus,  and 
attempt  the  recovery  of  the  capital. 
Detachments  of  Spanifh  troops  were 
to  be  polled  at  Perales  and  Banos, 
to  interrupt  the  communications 
with  the  enemy’s  troops  in  the 
north,  the  movements  of  which 
were  further  to  be  watched  by  the 
Portuguefe  army  under  Beresford. 
Sir  Robert  Wilfon,  with  the  Lufi- 
tanian  legion,  was  to  adt  indepen¬ 
dently  on  the  flanks  or  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  as  circumflances  might 
require.  Purfuant  to  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley,  with 
the  Englifh  forces,  about  nineteen 
thoufand  ftrong,  marched  by  Salva- 
tierra  to  Plafencia ;  and  Victor, 
apprehenfive  of  a  movement  that 
might  intercept  his  communication 
with  Madrid,  haflily  repaffed  the 
Tagus  at  Almaraz,  and  falling 
back,  took  up  a  pofition  upon  the 
Alberche,  near  Talaverai  He  was 
followed  by  Cuefta  with  his  whole 
force,  confiding  of  about  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  men,  fourteen  thou¬ 
fand  of  which  were  pofted  at  the 
Puente  del  Arzobifpo,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  at  the  pafs  of  Miravete, 
about  a  league  diftant  from  Alma¬ 
raz,  Wellefley  propofed  that  the 
enemy  fhould  be  immediately  at¬ 
tacked,  and  that  a  body  of  ten 


thoufand  Spaniards  fhould  be  de¬ 
tached  towards  Avila  to  turn 
their  right ;  but  Cuefta  refufed  to 
divide  his  troops,  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  committed  to  the  activity 
of  Sir  R.  Wilfon’s  brigade,  which 
marched  on  the  23d  of  July  to 
Efcalona,  about  eight  leagues  dif¬ 
tant  from  Madrid.  On  the  20th, 
the  Spanifh  and  Britifh  armies 
effedfted  their  junction  at  Oropefa, 
from  whence  they  moved  on  the 
2  2d,  and  on  the  following  day  came 
in  front  of  the  pofition  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  Englifh  commander  to  bring 
Vidftor  inftantly  to  adftion,  before 
he  could  fall  back,  or  receive  the 
reinforcements  he  expe&ed  ;  but 
the  unaccountable  caprice  and  ob- 
ftinacy  of  Cuefta,  occafioned  the 
delay  of  a  day,  and  of  this  the 
enemy  did  not  fail  to  avail  him- 
felf :  he  decamped  during  the  night 
of  the  23d,  and  retired  upon  St. 
Olalla  and  Torrejos.  The  difap- 
pointment  was  the  more  bitter  to 
the  Englifh  general,  as  he  literally 
had  not  the  means  of  purfuing  the 
enemy.  Since  the  time  he  had 
entered  Spain,  he  had  invariably 
found  himfelf  unable  to  procure 
the  means  of  tranfport,  not  merely 
for  the  baggage  of  individuals,  for 
which  he  required  none,  but  for 
what  was  indifpenfable  to  the  army, 
provifions,  ammunition,  and  mili¬ 
tary  ftores.  All  his  exertions, 
either  with  the  people,  or  the  local 
authorities,  for  this  purpofe,  were 
in  vain  ;  and  he  had  already,  be¬ 
fore  he  left  Plafencia,  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  fignify  to  Cuefta,  that 
unlefs  the  means  of  tranfport  were 
provided,  his  fenfe  of  what  was 
due  to  the  king,  and  to  the  army 
with  which  he  had  been  intruded, 

would  render  it  impoflible  for  him 

to 
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to  undertake  any  further  opera¬ 
tions,  after  that  their  arrangements 
againft  Vidor  fhould  have  been 
carried  into  effed. 

Accordingly  he  made  a  dead 
halt.  The  Spanifh  army,  which 
had  not  found  the  fame  difficulties, 
and  which  its  general  conceived 
to  be  fully  adequate  to  the  difper- 
fion  of  any  force  which  could  in- 
terpofe  between  him  and  Madrid, 
continued  the  purfuit  ;  and  the 
enemy  was  imagined  to  be  in  full 
retreat,  till  the  very  moment  when 
the  Spaniih  out-pofts  were  driven  in 
at  Torrijos  on  the  26th,  and  the 
advanced  guard  attacked  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  would  have  allured  its 
deftrudion,  and  probably  that  of 
the  whole  army,  but  for  the  fkill 
and  gallantry  of  the  Duke  del 
Albuquerque.  The  French  had 
united  their  whole  force  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Toledo,  confid¬ 
ing  of  the  feveral  corps  under 
Jofeph,  Vidor,  and  Sebaftiani,  and 
forming  a  body  of  nearly  fifty 
thoufand  men,  of  which  three- 
thoufand  were  left  to  garrifon  To¬ 
ledo,  and  the  remainder  were  put 
in  motion  to  refume  offenfive  ope¬ 
rations  againft  the  allies.  Cuefta 
fell  back  rapidly  upon  the  Alberche, 
and  again  formed  a  jundion  with 
the  Britifh  general,  who  immedi. 
ately  took  up  a  pofition,  and  made 
every  preparation  in  the  expeda- 
tion  of  an  approaching  attack. 
Venegas,  with  the  La  Manchan 
army,  had  been  direded  to  break 
up  from  his  pofition  at  Madrilejo*, 
and  crofting  the  Tagus  by  the  ford 
at  Puente-duenas,  to  proceed  to 
Arganda,  from  whence  he  might 
threaten  Madrid.  Had  this  move¬ 
ment  been  effeded,  it  is  probable 
that  the  enemy  muft  either  have 
detached  a  confiderable  force  to 


cover  that  city,  or  fufFered  it  to 
be  re-oceupied  by  the  patriots. 
By  the  ill-advifed  interference  of 
the  fupreme  junta,  however,  Ve¬ 
negas  was  employed  in  a  ufeiefs 
and  ineffedual  attack  upon  Toledo, 
while  the  French  were  enabled  to 
bring  their  whole  force  to  bear 
againft  that  of  the  allies. 

The  pofition  taken  up  by  the 
Britifh  general  at  Talavera,  ex¬ 
tended  about  two  miles.  On  the 
left,  where  the  Engiifh  were  Ra¬ 
tioned,  the  ground  was  open, 
and  terminated  in  a  commanding 
height,  upon  which  was  polled  a 
divifion  of  infantry,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Hill.  The  right 
extended  down  to  the  Tagus,  im¬ 
mediately  before  the  town  of  Ta¬ 
lavera,  with  an  interfeded  and 
difficult  country  in  front,  and  Was 
allotted  to  the  Spanifh  troops,  as 
being-  confidered  almoft  inacceffible 
to  attack.  In  the  centre  there 
was  an  elevated  fpot  of  ground, 
on  which,  to  fecure  the  point  oi 
jundion  between  the  two  armies, 
a  redoubt  was  thrown  up,  and  a 
divifion  of  Britifh  infantry,  with  a 
ftrong  force  of  Engiifh  and  Spanifh 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
General  Campbell,  were  polled  to 
fupport  it.  About  two  o’clock  on 
the  27th,  the  enemy  appeared  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Alberche,  and 
attacked  the  divifion  which  had 
been  left  in  advance  under  General 
Mackenzie  :  that  officer,  however, 
withdrew  in  good  order,  though 
with  fome  lofs,  and  took  up  his 
appointed  pofition  in  the  line.— 
Towards  dufk  the  enemy  made  an 
attempt  with  his  cavalry  upon  our 
right ;  it  was  unfuccefsful,  and 
was  probably  merely  a  feint  to 
cover  the  attack,  which  early  in 
the  night  was  direded  againft  the 
[M  2]  point 
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point  occupied  by  General  Hill, 
and  upon  the  pofleflion  of  which* 
it  was  eafily  perceived,  depended 
the  fecurity  of  our  whole  pofition. 
The  attack  was  bold  and  fudden  ; 
for  a  moment  the  enemy  were  in 
pofleflion  of  the  height,  and  were 
forming  upon  it,  when  a  general 
charge  with  the  bayonet  '  drove 
them  down,  and  we  regained  it. 
A  few  hours  after  the  attempt*  was 
repeated  with  a  ftronger  force,  but 
with  if  ill  lefs  fuccefs.  At;  fix  in 
the  morning  a  cannonade  was  com¬ 
menced  again!!  our  whole  line,  and 
two  divilions  of  infantry  advanced 
to  a  third  attack  upon  the  fame 
point,  arid  were  a  third  time  re- 
pulfed  with  great  {laughter.  *  Both 
armies  then  defifted  awhile  from 
iiClion,  and  took,  in  fight  of  each 
other,  fome  repofe  and  refreihment. 

Between  two  and  three  o’clock 
the  enemy  commenced  a  general 
attack  along  our  whole  line.— - 
Three  ifrong  columns  advanced 
once  more  upon  the  heights  on  the 
left,  flanked  by  numerous  light 
troops  on  the  hills  beyond.  A 
defperate  charge  Was  made  againft 
thefe  maffes  by  General  Anfon, 
with  the  23d  light  dragopns  and 
the  1  ft  King’s  German  legion,  in 
which  both  regiments  fuffered  fe- 
verely ;  and  the  former,  having 
pa{Ted  through  two  columns  of  the 
enemy,  and  overthrown  a  regiment 
of  chafleurs,  was  furrouridea,  and 
almoft  wholly  deftroyed.  The 
boldnefs  of  the  attack,  however, 
fo  aftonifhed  the  enemy,  that  he 
halted,  and  no  further  attempt  was 
made  upon  this  part  of  our  pofition. 
In  the  mean  while,  a  ftrong  divi- 
fion,  which  had  attacked  the  re¬ 
doubt  in  the  middle,  then  occupied 
by  General  Campbell,  was  re¬ 
pul  fed  with  the  lofs  of  their  can¬ 


non,  and  the  attack  upon  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  our  line  was  ftill  more  un- 
fuccefsful.  General  Sherbrooke 
received  the  enemy  with  a  volley 
of  mufketry,  after  which  the  whole 
divifion  rufhed  forward,  and  drovq 
them  back  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  with  prodigious  daughter. 
The  brigade  of  guards,  advancing 
too  eagerly  in  the  purfuit,  expofed 
itfelf  to  an  attack  from  a  referve 
of  the  enemy.  Sir  Arthur,  how¬ 
ever,  had  already  provided  for  the 
danger  to  which  he  law  it  about  to 
expofe  itfelf,  by  ordering  a  batta¬ 
lion  of  infantry,  and  the  cavalry 
under  General  Cotton,  to  move 
forward  from  the  heighjt ;  under 
the  cover  of  which  the  guards  fell 
back  upon  tReir  pofition.  The 
enemy,  defeated  on  every  point, 
retired  in  good  order  upon  the 
Alberche,  which  he  crofted  in  the 
night,  having  fuflered  a  lofs  of 
nearly  10,000  menj  killed  and 
wounded,  and  leaving  in  our  hands 
20  guns  and  a  few  prifoners.  Our 
lofs  likewife  was  very  fevere:— - 
it  confided  of  801  killed,  3913 
wounded,  and  653  mifling.  Among 
the  killed  were  Generals  Lang- 
worth  and  Mackenzie.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  had  1 250  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  Their  troops  had  for  the  moil 
part  behaved  well,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  three  or  four  corps,  who 
threw  away  their  arms,  and  dif- 
perfed  without  having  fired  a  {hot. 
They  were  afterwards  decimated,' 
and  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  thq 
officers  put  to  death. 

;  1  The  mifeonduft  of  another  part 
of  the  Spanifli  army  led  to  a  more 
decifive  inconvenience.  As  foon 
as  the  action  begun,  their  whole 
commiffariat,  together  with  all 
thofe  attached  to  it,  took  flight, 
leaving  the  army  altogether  witfiv 

out 
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out  provifions ;  fo  that  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  had  already  prevent¬ 
ed  the  advance  of  the  Britifh,  re¬ 
curred  with  additional  force  after 
the  battle,  and  completely  difabled 
the  Britifh  general  from  following 
up  his  advantage.  The  day  after 
the  action,  General  Craufurd,  join¬ 
ed  with  a  light  brigade,  3,000 
ftrong,  and  a  troop  of  horfe  artil¬ 
lery,  from  Lifbon. 

But  impoffible  as  it  was  to  ad¬ 
vance,  Sir  Arthur  foon  found  that 
he  could  not  remain  where  he  was. 
Immediately  upon  hearing  of  the 
movements  of  the  Britifh  on  the 
Tagus,  the  feveral  armies  of  Soult, 
Ney,  and  Mortier,  had  colleded 
at  Salamanca>  from  whence,  on  the 
27th,  they  commenced  their  march 
to  Eftremadura.  When  the  intel¬ 
ligence  of  this  movement  reached 
the  allied  generals,  they  were  both 
aware  of  the  necefiity  which  ex- 
ifted  of  reinforcing  the  corps  in 
occupation  of  the  paftes  of  Perales 
and  Banos.  Cuefta  propofed  that 
Sir  Robert  Wilfon  fhould  be  fent 
with  his  legion  to  this  laft  pafs, 
upon  which  it  was  known  that  the 
French  were  advancing.  Wellefley 
fhewed  that  Sir  Robert  could  not 
poffibly  be  more  ufefully  employed 
than  in  his  prefent  pofition,  by 
which  he  kept  up  a  communication 
with  Madrid;  and  he  intreated 
that  a  Spanilh  corps  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  be  detached  upon  the  fer- 
vice  in  queftion.  Cuefta  was  ob- 
ftinate,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
morning  of  the  2d  Auguft,  when 
the  enemy  were  known  to  have  en¬ 
tered  Bejar,  and  when  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  that  the  troops  in  the  Puente 
would  make  no  defence,  that  he 
thought  proper  to  detach  General 
Balfecourt.  On  the  zd  accounts 
were  received  that  the  enemy  had 
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entered  Plafencia,  having  forced 
the  pafs  at  Banos  almoft  without 
refiftance.  This  movement  effec¬ 
tually  cut  off  our  dired  communi¬ 
cations  with  Portugal,  and  it  was 
immediately  arranged  between  the 
two  generals,  that  the  Britifh  army 
fhould  march  to  the  attack  of  the 
force  on  the  rear,  while  the  Spani¬ 
ards  fhould  remain  in  the  pofition 
at  Talavera.  On  the  3d  the  Eng- 
lifh  marched  to  Oropefa  ;  the  fame 
evening  news  arrived  that  the 
enemy  had  pufhed  forward  to  Na¬ 
val  Moral,  and  this  interpofed  be¬ 
tween  us  and  the  bridge  of  A1-. 
maraz  :  an  hour  afterwards,  dif- 
patches  were  received,  announcing 
that  Cuefta,  finding  that  the  enemy 
was  moving  on  his  flank,  and  was 
returned  to  St.  Olalla  on  his 
front,  had  refolved  to  fall  back  from 
Talavera,  leaving  at  that  place  the 
Englifh  hofpital,  and  to  rejoin  the 
Britifh,  whom  he  conceived  were 
not  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  the 
corps  advancing  from  Plafencia. 
Wellefley  wrote  inftantly  to  dif- 
fuade  Cuefta  from  this  meafure,  but 
foon  after  day-break  next  morning, 
that  general,  who  had  not  awaited 
Sir  Arthur's  reply,  arrived  at  Ore- 
pefa,  and  it  only  remained  to  con- 
fider  what  next  fhould  be  done. 
The  armies  on  their  front  and  rear 
could  neither  of  them  be  eftimated 
at  lefs  than  30,000  men.  That 
moving  from  Plafencia  was,  in 
fad,  very  much  more  numerous, 
but  Wellefley  was  not  aware  of 
the  jundion  of  Mortier.  We  could 
only  extricate  ourfelves  by  great 
velocity  of  movement,  to  which 
the  troops,  who  had  not  for  feve¬ 
ral  days  had  their  allowance  of 
provifions,  were  unequal  ;  or  by 
fuccefs  in  two  battles  ;  a  failure  in 
either  of  which  would  have  cut  off 
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our  retreat,  It  was  refolved, 
therefore,  to  fall  back  upon  the 
Puente  del  Arzobifpo,  and  to  take 
up  a  defenfive  portion  on  the  left 
of  the  Tagus.  On  the  fourth,  we 
eroded  the  river,  and  proceeded  to 
take  up  a  polition  at  Deleytofa, 
which  protected  the  paffage  at  Al- 
maraz,  while  the  Spaniards  re¬ 
mained  at  Arzobifpo.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  wounded  left  behind  at  Ta- 
lavera  amounted  to  about  1,500. 

The  enemy,  however,  had  no 
intention  of  carrying  the  war  to 
the  fouth  of  the  river.  Upon  the 
retreat  of  the  allies,  Souk  return¬ 
ed  to  Plafencia,  and  Ney  was  or¬ 
dered  back  into  Leon,  where  Ro- 
mana  again  began  to  occupy  his 
attention.  Sir  Robert  Wiifon, 
finding  it  impoffible  to  reach  Arzo¬ 
bifpo,  from  his  polition  at  Efca- 
lona,  refolved  to  move  by  Centi- 
nello  to  the  Pietar,  and  to  crofs 
that  river  towards  the  mountains. 
On  the  nth  he  arrived  at  Banos, 
in  which  pafs  he  was  attacked  on 
the  following  day  by  the  French, 
under  Ney,  who  fucceeded,  after 
a  candid  of  nine  hours,  in  forcing 
a  paffage,  and  then  proceeded  on 
his  way  to  Salamanca. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the 
unfortunate  orders  blued  by  the 
junta,  by  which  Venegas  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  availing  himfelf  of 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  Tala- 
vera,  to  make  fome  demonftration 
towards  Madrid.  On  the  31ft, 
however,  three  days  after  the  bat¬ 
tle,  orders  were  fent  to  him  to  ad¬ 
vance  with  all  his  force  on  that 
city ;  and  he  was  preparing  to 
move  accordingly,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  Cuefta’s  re¬ 
treat  from  Talavera,  and  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  by  Torri- 
jos  and  Toledo.  His  original  de- 


lign  was  mw  impradicable.  He 
was  indifpofed  to  retreat,  as  to  a 
meafure  which  would  equally  dif- 
pirit  the  troops  and  the  province  ; 
he  refolved  therefore  to  remain  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Aranjuez,  and 
await  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  On 
the  nth  he  was  attacked  by  the 
corps  under  Sebaftiani,  and  after  a 
conteft,  which  evinced  rather  the 
courage  than  the  difeipline  of  his 
troops,  was  driven  from  the  field. 
Their  retreat,  in  the  firft  inftance 
fufiiciently  orderly,  was  foon  turn¬ 
ed  into  a  difgraceful  flight,  in 
which  they  loft  the  whole  of  their 
baggage  and  artillery.  Venegas 
himfelf  retired  upon  the  Sierra 
Morena,  where  he  took  means  for 
the  realfembling  of  his  difperfed 
foldiers,  and  fhortly  found  himfelf 
again  in  the  command  of  a  refpedl- 
able  force. 

The  fervices  of  Sir  Arthur  Wel¬ 
le  11  ey  at  Talavera,  were  acknow¬ 
ledged  both  by  his  own  govern¬ 
ment  and  by  that  of  his  allies.  He 
was  elevated  to  the  peerage  by  the 
title  of  Vifcount  Wellington  of 
Talavera,  and  by  the  fupreme  junta 
he  was  nominated  a  captain-general 
in  the  Spanifti  fervice,  and  pre- 
fented  with  fome  horfes  of  the  bed; 
Andalufian  breeds,  as  a  teftimony 
of  refpeft  and  gratitude.  The 
adoption,  however,  of  more  effec¬ 
tual  meafures  for  the  fupply  and 
provifioning  of  his  army,  would 
have  been  more  gratifying  to  the 
general,  and  more  immediately  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe.  On  the  iftofAuguft 
Lord  Wellefley  arrived  at  Cadiz, 
to  fuperfede  Mr.  Frere  as  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  Spanifti  government, 
and  was  received,  both  there  and 
at  Seville,  with  every  poflible  mark 
of  refpeft,  on  the  part  of  the  people 
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and  of  the  government.  The  firft 
accounts  which  he  received  from 
his  brother  were  filled  with  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  infufficiency  and  in- 
aClion  of  the  Spanilh  authorities,  in 
every  thing  relating  to  the  fupply 
of  the  army.  From  the  3d  to  the 
7th,  he  obferved,  that  they  had 
had  no  bread.  The  fame  wants, 
of  which  he  had  complained  a 
month  before,  flill  exifted,  and  in 
an  aggravated  degree.  <(  The  ar¬ 
my,”  he  continued,  iS  would  be 
entirely  loft,  if  this  treatment  were 
to  continue.  There  had  been  no 
negleft  or  omiflion  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Frere;  the  evil  was  owing  to 
the  poverty  and  exhaufted  ftate  of 
the  country,  to  the  ina&ivity  of 
the  magiftrates  and  people;  to 
their  difinclination  to  take  any 
trouble,  except  that  of  packing  up 
their  property,  and  removing  when 
they  heard  of  the  approach  of  a 
French  patrole ;  to  their  habits  of 
infubordination  and  difobedience, 
and  to  the  want  of  power  in  the 
government  and  in  their  officers.” 

The  obftinacy  and  ill-temper  of 
Cuefta  on  this,  as  in  every  other 
point,  aggravated  the  difficulties:, 
and  produced  an  angry  correfpond- 
ence,  which  was  clofed  by  a  letter 
from  Lord  Wellington,  in  which 
he  ftated,  that  if  it  was  intended  that 
the  Spanifh  troops  ftiould  continue 
to  take  to  themfelves,  not  merely 
all  the:  provifions  which  the  coun¬ 
try  afforded,  but  thofe  alfo  which 
were  fent  from  Seville,  or  if  no 
arrangements  were  made  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  magazines,  he 
fhould  withdraw  his  forces  to  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal.  Cuefta  foon 
after  refigned,  and,  till  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  fucceffor,  the  com¬ 
mand  devolved  on  D.  Francifco  de 
Eguia,  But  the  fame  deftitution 
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of  every  thing  neceffary,  both  for 
the  movements  and  even  the  exift- 
enceof  the  troops,  continued  to  pre¬ 
vail  ;  and  at  length,  on  the  1 8th  of 
Auguft,  Lord  Wellington  fignified 
to  his  brother  that  he  was  about  to 
return  to  Portugal.  (e  Since  the 
2 2d  of  laft  month,”  faid  he,  <c  the 
horfes  have  not  received  their  re¬ 
gular  deliveries  of  barley,  and  the 
infantry  have  not  received  ten  days 
bread.  I  have  no  doubt  the  go¬ 
vernment  have  given  orders  that 
we  fhould  be  provided  as  we  ought 
to  be,  but  orders  are  not  fufticient. 
To  carry  on  the  conteft  to  any 
good  purpofe,  the  labour  and  fer~ 
vice  of  every  man,  and  of  every 
beaft,  ftiould  be  employed  in  the 
fupport  of  the  armies ;  magazines 
might  then  with  eafe  be  formed, 
and  tranfported ;  but,  as  we  are 
now  fituated,  50,000  men  are  col¬ 
lected  on  a  fpot  which  cannot  afford 
fubfiftence  for  10,000,  and  there 
are  no  means  of  fending  to  a  dif- 
tance  to  make  good  the  deficiency. 
The  junta  have  iffued  orders, 
which,  for  want  of  arrangement, 
there  are  no  perfons  to  obey,  and 
the  army  would  perifti  here,  if  I 
were  to  remain,  before  the  fupplies 
would  arrive.”  It  was  in  vain  that 
both  Eguia  and  the  junta  remon- 
ftrated  againft  the  adoption  of  a 
meafure  which  Lord  Wellington, 
felt  to  be  neceffary.  From  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Ney  to  Leon  he  inferred, 
that  no  ferious  attempt  againft  An- 
dalufta  was  in  contemplation  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
prefence  of  the  Britilh  on  the  Ta¬ 
gus  was  therefore  lefs  indifpenfa- 
ble  ;  “  but  whatever  might  be  the 
confequences  of  his  departure,”  he 
remarked,  in  his  reply  to  the  re. 
monftrance  of  Eguia,  “  they  only 
were  refponfible  for  them,  who, 
[M  4]  having 
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having  been  acquainted  with  the 
wants  of  the  Britifh  army  more 
than  a  month  ago,?  had  taken  no 
effeftual  means  to  relieve  them ; 
who  had  allowed  a  brave  army, 
which  was  rendering  gratuitous 
fer vices  toJ  Spain,  and  which  was 
able  and  willing  to  pay  for  every 
thing  it  received,  to  ftarve  in  the 
midit  of  their  country,  and  to  be 
reduced  by  want  to  a  ftate  of  inef¬ 
ficiency  ;  who  had  re fu fed,  or  neg- 
fedted,  to  find  carriages  to  remove 
she  officers  and  foldiers  who  had 
been  wounded  in  their  fervice, 
and  obliged  him  to  give  up  the 
equipment  of  the  army  for  the  per¬ 
formance  cf  this  neceffary  a  cl  of 
humanity  P* 

Accordingly,  on  the  roth,  the 
Englilh  general  broke  up  from  Do¬ 
le  itofa,  and  retreated  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Badajos.  It  was  propofed 
to  him,  through  his  brother.  Lord 
Welle fiey,  to" take'  up  a  pofition  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Guadianay 
occupying  Merida  as  an  ad-j 
vanced  poll,  by  which  means 
he  might  cover  both  Portugal 
and  Seville,  and  afford  a  point  of 
fupport  to  the  Spanilh  army  which 
might  be  quartered  about  Medel¬ 
lin.- — Lord  Wellington,  in  reply, 
obferved,-  that  the  Spanish  army 
could  not  be  better  polled  than  where 
jt  was,  at  Aiaobifpo,  in  a  pofition 
which  they  could  maintain,-  if  they 
could  maintain  any  thing,  and 
which,  as  long  as  they  held  it, 
efteftually  covered  the  Guadiana  ; 
that  river,  moreover,  was  not  in 
itfelf  indefenfible.  For  the  reft, 
he  faid,  he  favv  no  chance  of  the 
Britifh  army  refuming  often  five 
operations  ;  he  (hould  retire  no 
farther  than  the  frontier,  where  his 
pofition,  (hould  the  enemy  attempt 
to  erufs  the  Guadiana,  would 


threaten  his  flank  and  rear,  and,  ft? 
fa  ft,  would  moft  effeftually  dete? 
the  advance  of  any,  but  a  very 
large  force,’  upon  Amdalufla.  In 
pursuance  of  this  fyftemy  about  the 
beginning  of  September,  he  moved 
upon  Badajos,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  which  he  quartered  his  ar^ 
my,  partly  within  and  partly  with¬ 
out  the  line  of  the  Portuguefe 
frontier.  The  number  and  difpo- 
fition  of  the  feveral  French  and 
Spanilh  forces,  then  in  the  field, 
may  be  ftated  as  follows :  Ney* 
with  about  i  5,000  men,  wras  a l 
Salamanca*;  the  head  quarters  of 
Soult  were  at  Plafencia,  thofe  of 
Mortier  and  Viftor  at  Taiavera 
and  Toledo;  the  corps  under  Se* 
baftiani  occupied  the  country  be¬ 
tween  Alcala  and  Aranjuez,  and 
the  force  under  thefe  generals 
might,  united,  amount  to  about 
75,000  men ;  a-  force  of  about 
35,000  was  engaged  in  Arragon 
and  Catalonia,  in  which  laft  pro¬ 
vince,  Blake,  who  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fucceed  Reding  in  the 
command,  had,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  deferibed,  fuffered  a!deciflve 
defeat  at  Belchite.  On  the  other 
hand,  Roman  a  had  about  15,000 
in  GalMcia,  the  Duke  del  Barque 
9,000  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo-,  and  the 
force  in  the  field  to  the  fouth  of 
the  Tagus  did  not  exceed  50,000 
men  ;  in  the  north,  by  the  recent 
difafter  near  Saragoffa,  the  army- 
under  Blake  was  reduced  to  6,000; 
Notwithflanding  this  difproporrion 
of  relative  force,  a  confiderable 
paufe  enfued  before  any  thing  was 
attempted  on  the  part  of  the  ene¬ 
my-  About  the  middle  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  however,  a  body  of  12,000 
men  were  marched,  under  the 
command  of  General  Marchand,  to 
attack  the  Duke  del  Parque,  who 

hid 
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Fad  taken  up  a  very  drong  pofition 
rear  the  town  of  Tamames.  On 
the  1 8th  they  direfted  a  vigorous 
attack  upon  the  left  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  and  a  long  and  bloody  coru 
Aid  enfued,  the  reful  t  of  which 
was  the  retreat  of  the  French  with 
the  lofs  of  above  3,000  troops  in 
killed  and  wounded.  few  days 
after  the  duke  moved  forward 
upon  Salamanca,  from  which  the 
enemy  had  already  retired,  in  the 
direction  of  Toro. 

In  the  fouth  the  Spanifh  govern¬ 
ment  were  now  preparing  for  an 
effort,  the  event  of  which  would 
threaten  to  bring  the  conteft,  one 
way  or  another,  ro  a  decidon.  An 
army  was  collected,  including  al- 
mofi  the  whole  of  their  difpofable 
force,  and  dire&ed  to  move 
through  La  Mancha  to  the  Tagus, 
and  from  thence  to  pufh  for  Ma¬ 
drid.  The  Duke  del  Parque  was 
inftrufled,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
advance  in  the  direction  of  the 
Efcurial,  while  Albuquerque,  with 
a  body  of  10,000  men,  fhould 
move  upon  Talavera.  The  main 
force,  confiding  of  about  50,000 
men,  including  6  or  7,000  ca¬ 
valry,  with  fixty  pieces  of  cannon, 
was  committed  to  the  command  of 
an  officer  of  the  name  of  Areizaga. 
On  the  third  of  November  they 
commenced  their  march,  which 
they  diredled  through  Daymiel 
and  Tembleque,  to  Dos  Barrios, 
from  whence,  by  a  flank  move¬ 
ment,  they  reached  S.  Cruz  de  la 
-Zarza,  and  there  threw  a  divifion 
over  the  Tagus.  Here  the  Spanifh 
commander  took  up  a  ftrong  pofi- 
tion,  and  offered  battle  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  declining  it  upon  this 
ground,  he  refolved,  contrary  to 
the  moft  prefling  indances  on  the 
part  of  hi*  wifer  officers,  to  retire 


to  Dos  Barrios,  and  thence  moving 
forward  upon  Cana,  to  bring  the 
enemy  to  aCtion  on  the  plains.  It 
was  in  vain  reprefented  to  him, 
that  by  fo  doing  he  was  in  fa<51 
playing  the  enemy’s  game;  and 
that  his  policy  was  obvioufly  10 
take  up  a  pofition  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Tagus,  where,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  he  might 
entrench  himfelf  againd  attack,  and 
fend  out  detachments  in  every  di¬ 
rection  to  aCt  in  concert  with  the 
Dukes  del  Parque  and  del  Albu. 
querque,  Areizaga  perfided  in 
his  folly,  and  a  general  engage¬ 
ment  took  place  on  the  1 8th.  The 
French  fird  defeated  the  right 
wing  of  the  Spaniards,  and  then 
broke  their  centre  by  a  charge  of 
cavalry;  when  the  whole  army 
fled  in  confufion,  with  the  lofs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  conqueror’s  account, 
of  4,000  killed,  20,000  prifon- 
ers,  and  all  their  baggage  and 
artillery.  Areizaga,  who  himfelf 
had  been  among  the  fird  to  fhewr 
the  example  of  flight,  betook  him¬ 
felf  to  the  Sierra  Morena,  where 
he  endeavoured  to  colledf  his  dif- 
perfed  followers,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  defence  of  the  mountain 
pafifes,  which  now  alone  interpodd 
between  the  enemy  and  Seville. 

Upon  the  new^s  of  this  difader, 
Del  Parque,  who  had  advanced 
into  Cadile,  prepared  to  fall  back 
upon  Salamanca.  He  was  purfued 
by  a  fuperior  force,  under  Keller- 
man,  and  an  aCtion  took  place  at 
Alba  de  Tormes,  where  the  Spani¬ 
ards  w'ere  worded  with  conluler- 
able  lofs.  They  retreated  however 
in  good  order,  till  they  reached 
the  neighbourhood  of  Tamames, 
were  the  approach  of  a  fmall  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  fuddenly 
druck  a  panic  into  the  troops,  who 

flung 
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flung  away  their  arras,  and  dif¬ 
fer  feci  on  all  fides,  in  the  utmoft 
confufion.  This  completed  the  fe- 
ries  of  the  difafters  of  the  Spanifh 
armies  in  the  field  ;  that  under  the 
Duke  del  Albuquerque  being  the 
only  one  which  yet  maintained  it- 
felf  entire.  The  French  now  be¬ 
gan  to  take  meafures  for  the  attack 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  a  place  of 
importance,  as  it  alone  kept  up 
the  communication  with  the  pa¬ 
triot  forces  in  the  north,  and  Lord 
Wellington,  in  confequence,  moved 
to  the  north  of  the  Tagus,  with 
the  view  of  providing  for  its  fe- 
curity. 

The  military  operations  of  the 
year  were  clofed  by  the  fall  of 
Gerona.  Immediately  upon  the 
furrender  of  Rofas  and  of  Zara¬ 
goza,  that  city,  which  had  al¬ 
ready  diftinguilhed  itfelf  by  the 
perfeverance  and  valour  of  its  re¬ 
finance  in  the  preceding  year,  be¬ 
came  the  chief  objed  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  attention  in  this  quarter,  and 
he  prepared  to  effed  its  reduction 
with  a  full  anticipation  of  the  pro¬ 
bable  obftinacy  and  fiercenefs  of  its 
refiftance.  It  was  early  in  May 
when  they  began  their  operations. 
The  garrifon  confined  of  between 
three  and  4,000  men,  under  the 
command  of  Don  Mariano  Alva¬ 
rez,  who,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fiege,  iflued  an  edid,  forbidding, 
under  the  pain  of  death,  all  talk  of 
capitulation  or  compofition.  When 
the  enemy  had  formed  their  lines, 
and  ereded  their  batteries,  they 
fent  a  fummons  to  the  governor, 
requiring  him  to  fpare  to  the  city 
the  calamity  of  a  ufelefs  refinance. 
The  propofal  was  contemptuoufiy 
rejeded  by  Alvarez,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  fignified  his  determina¬ 
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tion  to  receive  no  more  communu 
cations  of  the  kind. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  of 
June,  the  enemy  began  their  bom¬ 
bardment,  which  they  continued 
inceflantly,  defiroying  the  hofpi- 
tals,  and  rendering  great  part  of 
the  town  almofl  uninhabitable.  An 
uninterrupted  fire  from  their  bat¬ 
teries  was  direded  againfi  the  caf- 
tle  of  Monjuic,  in  the  walls  of 
which  a  breach  was  at  length  ef- 
feded,  fufficient  for  the  paflage  of 
forty  men  a  breafh  By  this  open¬ 
ing,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of 
July,  the  enemy  attempted  to  carry 
that  caftle  by  afiault,  but  were 
repulfed  with  great  {laughter.  On 
the  8th  they  repeated  the  attempt, 
with  efforts  flill  more  obftinate, 
but  equally  unavailing;  they  were 
driven  back,  leaving  1,600  of 
their  {lain  in  the  breach.  They 
now  confined  the  attack  to  the  ef- 
fed  of  their  batteries,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  pour  a  deftrudive  fire 
upon  the  crumbling  works  of  the 
little  caftle,  till  the  Sp2ni{h  guns 
were  effedually  filenced,  and  the 
commander  in  the  fort,  finding  it 
no  longer  tenable,  withdrew  his 
troops  from  the  ruins.  This  was 
on  the  nth  of  Auguft,  fix  and 
thirty  days  after  that  a  pradicable 
breach  had  been  effeded. 

A  paufe  took  place  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  immediately 
upon  this  fuccefs,  which  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  forming  batteries,  and 
throwing  up  works  which  might 
bear  more  diredly  upon  the  town, 
than  any  which  they  could  con- 
ftrud  before  the  capture  of  Mon- 
juic.  A  battery  was  planted  upon 
that  fortrefs,  which  commanded  a 
confiderable  range  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions,  in  the  walls  of  which,  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  end  of  Auguft,  fome 
confiderable  breaches  were  effected. 

Fatigue,  and  famine,  and  conta¬ 
gion,  had  already  much  reduced 
the  garrifon ;  and  the  hopes  of  the 
inhabitants  were  now  centered 
upon  the  exertions  which  it  was 
underftood  that  the  army  under 
Blake  was  about  to  make  for  their 
relief.  Difficult,  as  from  its  na¬ 
ture,  the  attempt  was,  thofe  ex¬ 
ertions  were  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The  intended  fuccours,  it  was  pur- 
pofed,  fhould  be  introduced  from 
the  heights  on  the  north  of  Ge- 
rona;  and,  with  this  view,  a  force 
was  fent  to  occupy  Los  Angeles. 
To  direCt  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  from  the  real  point  of  at¬ 
tack,  a  body  of  1,200  foot,  and 
fome  cavalry,  were  defpatched, 
under  the  command  of  D.  Enrique 
O’Donnel,  to  make  a  demonft ra¬ 
tion  in  the  direction  of  Brunolas. 
That  diftinguiffied  officer,  upon 
reaching  the  place,  found  the  enemy 
intrenched  in  a  pofition  of  great 
ftrength,  which,  however,  he  in- 
ftantly  attacked  and  carried.  The 
diverfion  was  complete.  The  enemy 
confined  all  their  attention  to  this 
point,  in  the  direction  of  which 
they  continued  to  fend  our  their 
reinforcements,  while  Blake,  on 
the  other  fide,  cro  fifed  the  Ter, 
furprifed  the  French  outpofts,  broke 
through  their  lines,  and  covered 
the  advance  of  the  convoy  which 
General  Conde,  with  4,000  men 
and  500  horfe,  fucceeded  in  intro¬ 
ducing  into  the  town.  Of  this 
force,  3,000  volunteered  to  remain 
there,  and  Conde,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  effected  his  retreat  with¬ 
out  moleftation.  The  enemy  now 
drew  their  lines  ftill  clofer  around 
the  town,  and  continued  to  keep 
up  an  incefifant  fire  from  their  bat¬ 


teries.  On  the  night  of  the  15th 
of  September,  the  befieged  made  a 
fally,  for  the  purpofe  of  fpiking 
their  guns,  which  was  attended 
with  various  fuccefs.  On  the  18th, 
three  breaches  were  declared,  by 
the  enemy’s  engineers,  to  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  and  a  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  to  the  befieged,  but  Alvarez 
refufed  even  to  admit  it  to  a  con¬ 
ference.  On  the  following  day 
the  enemy  made  a  defperate  a f- 
fault ;  a  fanguinary  conflict  took 
place  in  the  breach,  which  ended 
in  the  complete  repulfe  of  the 
French,  with  the  lofs  of  900  men. 

After  this,  the  befiegers  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  continuing 
the  bombardment,  and  ftraitening 
the  blockade,  which  was  now  en¬ 
forced  with  redoubled  vigilance. 
Notwithftanding  this,  another  con¬ 
voy  was  got  in,  by  the  exertions 
of  O'Donnel,  who  effected  his  en¬ 
trance  into  the  city,  and  after¬ 
wards  his  efcape  from  it,  by  Ikill 
and  conduct  the  moil  admirable ; 
but  Augereau,  whom  Buonaparte, 
impatient  of  the  protraction  of  the 
liege,  had  lately  fent  to  fuperfede 
St.  Cyr  and  Verdier  in  the  com¬ 
mand,  put  an  end  to  any  hope  of 
fuch  further  relief,  by  a  well  con¬ 
certed  attack  upon  the  town  of 
Hoftabrich,  where  Blake  had  col¬ 
lected  his  magazines,  without,  as 
it  appears,  taking  the  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  for  their  fecurity.  The 
town  was  loft,  and  the  magazines 
and  ftores  taken  or  deftroyed. 

The  befiegers  continued  t©  ab- 
llain  from  any  afifault,  but  famine 
and  fire,  and  difeafe,  did  their  of¬ 
fice  more  furely.  In  the  whole 
town  not  an  edifice  remained  that 
was  habitable,  the  people  making 
their  dwellings  in  cellars  and 
vaults.  Within  the  laft  three 

weeks 
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week  s  of  No  verube r  fi  re  h und  red  had 
died  in  the  hofpitals$  ar.ddyfentery 
was  rapidly  fpreading  among  thofe 
who  furvived.  Fuel  and  food  were 
almod  wholly  exhauded,  and 
fearcely  any  ammunition  remained. 
The  intelligence  of  this  lad  men¬ 
tioned  want  at  length  emboldened 
the  enemy  to  make  feme  effort  to 
haflen  the  conclufion  of  his  opera¬ 
tions.*  He  fucceeded  in  making 
himfelf  mailer  of  mod  of  the  out¬ 
works  of  the  city,  and  at  length 
brought  his  batteries  to  bear  in 
fuch  a  manner  upon  the  interior, 
as  to  command  all  the  communica¬ 
tions,  from  one  part  of  the  town  to 
the  other.  Alvarez,  in  the  mean¬ 
while,  overwrought  by  the  exer¬ 
tion  and  anxiety  he  had  under¬ 
gone,  became  feized  with  a  ner¬ 
vous  fever,  which  produced  deli¬ 
rium,  and  rendered  him  altogether 
incapable  of  the  duties  of  his  da- 
tion.  The  command  devolved  upon 
D.  Julian  de  Bolitar  ;  the  miferies 
of  the  inhabitants  became  daily 
more  aggravated,  the  privations 
encreafed,  the  deaths  multiplied, 
and  it  was  at  length  refolved  to 
open  a  communication  with  the 
enemy,  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling 
the  terms  of  capitulation.  The 
French  feem,  in  this  inflance,  to 
have  refpe&ed  the  virtue  of  their 
enemy  ;  the  mod  honourable  con¬ 
ditions  were  granted.  The  gar- 
rifon  were  to  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  and  to  be  fent  to 
France,  to  be  exchanged  as  foon 
as  poffible  for  an  equal  number  of 
Frenchmen.  No  troops  were  to 
be  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants  ; 
who,  moreover,  were  fecured  from 
any  injury  or  infult  on  account  of 
any  part  whch  they  might  have 
taken  in  the  fiege.  It  was  on  the 
loth  of  December  that  thefe  terms 


were  adjufled  ;  and  the  French  a’t 
length  entered  the  city,  after  an 
uninterrupted  fiege  and  blockade 
of  more  than  feven  months.  Alva¬ 
rez  was  fent  to  Figueras,  where  he 
flowly  recovered. 

Notwithdanding  the  fucceffes  in 
Portugal  and  Galiicia,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  affairs  in  the  peninfula,  at 
the  ciofe  of  this  eventful  year,  was 
fufficiently  difpiriting.  The  armies 
of  Spain  had  been  almod  uniformly 
worded  in  the  field.  The  ufurper 
was  reigning,  apparently  without 
didurbance,  in  the  capital,  and 
even  the  fuccours  of  Englifh  va¬ 
lour  feemed  likely,  in  the  event, 
to  be  rendered  unavailable,  by  the 
diforganized  date  of  the  country, 
the  incapacity  and  jealoufy  of  the 
Spanifh  generals,  the  didra&ed  and 
undecided  character  of  the  ruling 
councils.  It  was  a  fubjeft  of  pe¬ 
culiar  difeouragement  to  the  welf- 
wifhers  to  the  caufe  of  this  gallant 
people,  to  confider  how  little  the 
coincidence,  both  of  the  Audrian 
war  with  France,  and  of  our  great 
expedition  to  Zealand,  had  availed, 
as  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  theirown 
exertions  againd  the  common  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  to  calculate  the  multi¬ 
plied  chances  which  would  oppofe 
the  probability  of  their  fuccefs, 
when,  as  might  be  expe&ed  in  the 
following  year,  the  legions,  as  yet 
detained  in  Germany,  would  re¬ 
fume  their  march,  to  co-operate  in 
the  fubjugation  of  thofe  provinces 
which  yet  continued  to  reject  the 
domination  of  the  French  intruder. 

Many  circumdances,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  concurred  to  occafion  that 
feries  of  difader  and  defeat,  which 
fo  uninterruptedly  prevailed  among 
the  operations  of  the  Spanilh  ar¬ 
mies  in  this  and  the  preceding 
campaign  j  but  the  fource  of  the 

evil 
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£.vii  is  unqueftionably  beft  traced 
ip  the  inefficiency  and  mifcondud 
of  the  fupreme  government.  It  is 
upon  this  point  that  the  Marquis 
Wellefley  chiefly  dwelt,  in  an 
able  and  comprehenlive  difpatch 
(dated  September  15,)  to  Mr. 
Canning  upon  the  general  ftate  of 
Spanilb  affairs.  Thefe  misfor¬ 
tunes,’ *  he  obferves,  4f  cannot  be 
juftly  attributed  to  the  absolute 
want  of  refources  in  the  country  ; 
to  any  inherent  or  incorrigible 
defeds  in  the  materials  of  which 
the  body  of  the  army  is  corn- 
pofed  ;  or  to  any  perve^fe  or  un¬ 
tradable  difpofition  in  the  mafs  of 
the  people.  The  military  means 
of  the  kingdom  had,  indeed,  been 
impaired,  under  a  long  courfe  of 
mifgovernment,  but  they  were 
not  deftroyed.  Great  and  fuccefs- 
ful  efforts  were  made  by  feveral 
provinces  ;  and  nothing  more 
feemed  wanting  for  the  purpofe  cf 
a  fuccefsful  defence  of  the  whole 
country,  than  to  combine  in  one 
fyftem  the  means  which  were  to 
be  found  in  its  feparate  parts. 
But  as  yet  no  fyftem  has  been 
eftablilhed  by  which  the  defici¬ 
encies  of  one  diftrid  can  be  fup- 
plied  from  the  abundance  of  ano¬ 
ther  ;  nor  does  any  regulation  exift 
properly  calculated  to  fecure  and 
colled  the  refources  of  any  pro¬ 
vince  for  its  feparate  defence, 
ftill  lefs  for  the  more  remote  ob- 
jeds  of  adive  war.” 

44  The  difpofition  of  the  people,” 
the  marquis  further  remarks,  44  is 
generally  favourable  to  the  great 
caufe  in  which  the  nation  is  en¬ 
gaged,  though  among  the  higher 
and  middle  clafies  there  may  be 
traced  a  difpofition  to  obfcrve 
events,  and  to  prepare  for  ac¬ 
commodation  with  that  party 
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which  may  ultimately  prevail  in 
the  exift ing  conteft.  But  the  po¬ 
pulation  has  not  yet  afforded  to 
the  army  a  fupply  of  men  in  any 
degree  adequate  either  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  country,  or  to 
the  original  incication  of  the 
people  ;  nor  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  affairs  could  any  demand  be 
made  for  that  purpofe  with  any 
profped  of  fuccefs.  No  increafe, 
however,  of  the  numbers  of  the 
army  could  be  ufeful,  without  a 
total  change  in  the  whole  fyftem 
of  its  compofttion  and  difeipline  ; 
thefe  are  at  prefent  defedive  in 
every  branch,  nor  have  any  mea- 
fures  been  adopted,  or  appear  to 
be  in  contemplation  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  corredion  or  remedy.” 

Thefe  evils  Lord  Wellefley 
traces  to  the  nature  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  conftitution  of  the 
fupreme  central  junta,  was  not 
founded  on  any  well-underftood 
union  among  the  provinces,  or  any 
juft  or  wife  diftribution  of  the 
elements  and  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  the  confederacy  among  the 
provinces  ftill  exifted  ;  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  was  weakened  in  the 
hands  of  an  affembly  too  nume¬ 
rous  for  unity  of  council,  or 
promptitude  of  adion,  and  too 
contraded  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
prefen  ting  the  body  of  the  Spanifti 
nation.  The  junta  was  neither 
an  adequate  reprefentation  of  the 
crown,  the  ariftocracy,  or  the 
people ;  it  comprized  no  ufeful 
quality,  either  of  an  executive 
council,  or  of  a  deliberate  affem¬ 
bly,  while  it  combined  many  de- 
feds,  which  tended  to  difturb  both 
deliberation  and  adion.  Here 
was  the  true  caufe,  of  the  con¬ 
tinuance  at  lcaft,  of  that  ftate  of 
wcaknefs,  confufion,  and  diforder, 

fo 


190]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


fo  univerfally  prevalent  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  ad minift ration  of  Spain,  and 
particularly  in  every  ftage  of  the 
military  department. 

In  its  firft  inftitution,  Lord 
Wellefley  obferved,  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  junta  was  confidered 
merely  as  a  preliminary  to  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  cortes,  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  more  compact 
form  of  executive  government,  in 
the  abfence  of  the  legitimate  king 
of  Spain.  The  original  powers, 
delegated  to  it,  however,  had  not 
been  clearly  defined,  with  rela¬ 
tion  either  to  time  or  authority. 
In  fome  movement  of  urgent  peril 
and  alarm,  the  junta  appeared  to 
have  been  impreffed  with  the 
fame  fentiments  which  prevailed 
throughout  the  nation,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  neceffity  of  taking 
meafures  for  the  choice  of  a  re¬ 
gency,  and  the  convocation  of  the 
cortes.  They  had  lately  an¬ 
nounced  their  intention  of  affem- 
bling  this  laft  mentioned  body, 
and  began  to  take  fteps  towards 
the  repeal  of  fome  heavy  exactions. 
They  had,  alfo,  repeatedly  dif- 
cuffed  the  queftion  of  appointing 
a  regency.  But  the  defire  of 
protrading  the  continuance  of 
their  own  authority,  to  the  lateft 
poflible  period  of  time,  had  pre¬ 
vailed  over  every  other  confidera- 
tion. 

The  meafures  which  the  mar¬ 
quis  ftates  himfelf  to  have  re¬ 
commended,  in  his  private  con- 
verfations  with  M.  de  Garay, 
were  ;  firft,  that  the  fupreme  cen. 
tral  junta  fhould  immediately  no¬ 
minate  (without  limiting  the  no¬ 
mination  to  the  members  of  its 
own  body)  a  council  of  regency, 
to  confift  of  not  more  than  five 
perfons,  for  the  exerdfe  of  the 


executive  power,  until  the  cortes 
fhould  be  aftembled.  Secondly, 
that  the  cortes  fhould  be  convened 
with  the  leaft  poftible  delay. 
Thirdly,  that  the  fupreme  central 
junta,  or  fuch  members  of  it  as 
fhould  not  be  of  the  council  of 
regency,  fhould  conftitute  a  delibe¬ 
rative  council,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fuperintending  the  eledion  of  the 
cortes,  and  of  preparing  for  that 
body,  with  the  afifent  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  regency,  fuch  bufinefs  as 
it  might  be  deemed  proper  to 
fubmit  to  its  early  confideration. 
Fourthly,  that  the  fame  ad  of 
the  junta,  by  which  the  regency 
fhould  be  appointed,  and  the  cor¬ 
tes  called,  fhould  contain  the  prin¬ 
cipal  /  articles  of  the  redrefs  of 
grievances,  corredion  of  abufes, 
relief  of  exadions  in  Spain  and 
the  Indies,  and  alfo  the  heads  of 
fuch  conceflions  to  the  colonies, 
as  fhould  fully  fecure  to  them  a  due 
fhare  in  the  reprefentative  body  of 
the  Spanifh  empire.  Fifthly,  that 
the  firft  ad  of  the  regency  fhould 
be  to  iffue  the  neceffary  orders  for 
correding  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
military  department  in  Spain. 

“  Thefe  fuggeftions,”  continues 
Lord  Wellefley,  ((  originating  in 
M.  de  Garay’s  exprefs  folicitation, 
were  not  committed  to  writing, 
nor  urged  with  any  greater  degree 
of  earneftnefs  than  belongs  to  the 
ufual  freedom  of  private  conver- 
fation ;  but  the  fufferings  of  our 
army,  and  the  aggravated  out¬ 
rages  offered  to  Britifh  alliance, 
have  fince  compelled  me  to  renew 
the  fubjed  in  an  official  form.  In 
my  note  of  the  Sth  of  September, 

I  have  declared,  in  general  terms, 
that  the  interefts  of  the  alliance 
require  an  entire  change  in  the 
military  department  of  the  Spanifh 

government ; 
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government  j  that  no  improvement 
in  the  fyftem  of  military  admin  if- 
tration  can  be  effected,  without 
a  previous  correction  of  the  weak- 
nefs  and  inefficiency  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  nor  without  a  due 
cultivation  of  the  native  refources, 
a  proper  ufe  of  the  intrinfic 
ftrength,  and  a  ftrenuous  exertion 
of  the  national  fpirit  of  Spain  ; 
and,  laftly,  that  the  executive 
power  can  never  poflefs  authority 
or  force,  influence  or  addivity,  un¬ 
til  it  (hall  be  aided  and  fupported 
by  the  colle&ive  wifdom  of  the 
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nation,  and  by  the  loyal  energies 
of  the  people. 

We  have  been  thus  copious  in 
our  abftraft  of  Lord  Wellefley's 
difpatch,  becaufe  we  do  not  know 
that  we  could  elfewhere  coiled 
fo  good  or  fo  authentic  an  account 
of  the  aCtual  flate  of  the  fupreme 
authority  in  Spain  at  that  time, 
or  of  thofe  views  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  it,  which  were  fo  immedi¬ 
ately  operative  in  the  occafion  of 
the  calamitous  events  which  have 
marked  the  period  of  its  adminif- 
tration. 


CHAP.  XI. 


State  of  the  Relations  of  France  with  Aufria  fubfequent  to  the  Treaty  of 
Prejburgh.  Reorganization  and  Extenfon  of  the  Military  Syjtem  of 
Aujiria*  Remonf  ranees  of  the  French  Government .  Singular  Addrefs 

of  Buonaparte  to  the  Auftrian  Ambajfador  at  his  Levee .  Letter  from  the 
Emperor  Francis  to  Napoleon  at  Erfurth .  His  Reply •  Continuance  of 

the  Aujirian  Preparations.  Buonaparte  returns  from  Spain,  and fummons 
the  German  Contingents .  Auftrian  Manifeflo •  Unexampled  Amount  of 
the  Auftrian  Army  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Campaign ,  and  the  Difpo - 
Jition  of  the  fever al  Corps .  The  Archduke  Charles  appointed  to  the  Com - 
mand .  His  Proclamation  to  the  Soldiers »  P of  tion  of  the  French  Armies . 
The  Archduke  crojfes  the  Inn .  His  Letter  to  the  King  of  Bavaria .  Move¬ 
ments  of  the  refpeBive  Armies ,  Affair  at  Landfhut .  Aufirian  Corps 
enter  the  Tyrol ,  Bohemia ,  and  Italy ,  Buonaparte  leaves  Paris  ;  arrives 
at  Donauwerth.  His  Addrefs  to  the  Army .  Anticipates  the  Movements 
of  the  Archduke .  Affairs  at  Pfaffenhofen ,  at  Tann ,  and  at  Ahenjberg . 
Defeat  of  the  Aufrians .  Buonaparte  moves  upon  Landfhut .  The  Arch¬ 

duke  furprifes  a  French  Corps  at  Rati/bon.  Buonaparte  marches  againfi 
him .  Battle  of  EckmuM .  Aufrians  totally  defeated ,  and  compelled 
to  repafs  the  Danube .  French  take  Poffejfon  of  Ratifbon .  Summary  of 
the  Aufrian  Loffes.  Buonaparte  moves  rapidly  along  the  Danube  upon 
Vienna .  Paffes  the  Inn .  Enters  Ried ,  Lienz,  and  Eberfdorf,  driving 
the  Archduke  Levois  before  him.  Affair  at  Eberfdorf  Confderable 
Magazines  fall  every  where  into  the  Hands  of  the  French .  Buonaparte 
appears  before  V ienna  precifely  a  Month  after  the  Opening  of  the  Cam - 
paign .  State  of  the  Fortifications  at  Vienna .  Archduke  Maximilian 
throws  himfelf  into  the  City •  Refufes  a  Summons .  7  Retires  from  the 

City  with  the  Garrifon .  Capitulation  of  Vienna •  Proclamation  of  Na¬ 
poleon  to  his  Amy •  Addrefs  to  the  Hungarians ,  inviting  them  to  revolt 

from 
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from  the  Iloufe  of  Aufria ,  Extraordinary  Decree  refpe&ing  the  Land r 
wehr.  Incorporation  of  the  Papal  Territories  with  the  Trench  Empire , 
Protef  of  the  Pope ,  who  folemnly  excommunicates  the  French  Ruler .» 
Operations  in  Italy.  Succefs  of  the  Archduke  John .  His  fuhfequent 
Retreat  upon  Carinthia,  Affairs  of  the  Tyrol ,  General  rifng  of  the 
People  againf  the  Bavarians,  Andrew  Hoffer  the  Leader  of  the  Pa¬ 
triots.  French  and  Bavarians  every  where  fur prifed  and  taken,  En- 
thufafic  Welcome  of  the  Entry  of  the  Auftrian  Corps.  Buonaparte  dif 
patches  Lefehvre  with  a  Jlrong  Body  of  Troops  againf  them .  Temporary 
Succefs  of  the  French  General.  Cruelties  exercifed  on  the  People,  They 
rife  again.  Lefehvre  leaves  the  Tyrol.  Subfequent  Succeffes  of  the 
Tyrolefe ,  who  make  I  near  fans  in  the  furrounding  Countries, 


HHHE  afcendancy  of  French 
-®~  counfels  in  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Feterfburgh,  was  completely  efta- 
hlifhed  by  the  treaty  of  Tilfit, 
and  Buonaparte  would  feem  to 
have  fucceeded  in  ferioufly  per- 
fuading  that  deluded  court,  that 
it  could  not  more  fubftantially 
confult  its  own  intereft,  than  by 
the  confervaxion  of  its  adual  re¬ 
lations  with  France.  The  pro- 
vifions  of  that  treaty  were  evi¬ 
dently  framed,  with  the  view  of 
blinding  Ruftia  to  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  permitting  im¬ 
punity  to  the  fyftem  of  rapine  and 
ufurpation,  which  Napoleon  had 
predetermined  to  purfue,  and  of 
bribing  her  acquiefcence  in  any 
meafureof  aggreflion,  upon  powers 
not  fituated  within  the  Sphere  of 
her  own  immediate  relations.  In- 
itead  of  undergoing  the  Sacrifices, 
which  might  have  been  expeded, 
at  the  dole  of  an  unfortunate  war, 
five  was  gratified  by  an  extenfion 
of  territory,  Such  as,  in  the  event 
of  the  moil  fuccefsfui  hostilities, 
(lie  would  fcarcely  have  been  jufti- 
fied  in  exacting  ;  and,  in  fad,  by 
the  acceflion  of  Finland,  and  the 
extenfion  of  her  Turkith  frontier 
to  the  Danube,  every  objed  of 
her  immediate  ambition  was  ob¬ 
tained.  The  very  misfortunes  of  her 


neighbours  might  have  appeared, 
in  the  fhort-fighted  fpeculations, 
of  felf-intereft,  to  affed  her  only 
to  her  advantage,  and  poflibly  (he 
might  have  feen,  in  the  fubju- 
gation  of  Prufiia,  and  the  humilia¬ 
tion  of  Auftria,  little  more  than 
the  comparative  aggrandifement  of 
her  own  power  and  importance. 

It  is  probable,  therefore,  that 
Buonaparte  relied  with  fbme  con¬ 
fidence  upon  the  fincerity  of  the 
aflent  and  co-operation  of  Ruflia, 
in  the  furtherance  of  his  own 
projeds  of  oppreffion  and  conqueft  5 
but  it  was  otherwife  with  Auf¬ 
tria,  and  with  what  yet  remained 
of  the  Pruflian  monarchy.  No 
aflurances,  however  Toothing, 
could  poflibly  conceal  from  thefe 
powers  the  humiliation  and  pre- 
carioufnefs  of  their  adual  fixa¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  could  not  but  be 
aware,  that  upon  them  fear  alone 
could  operate  to  keep  them  in 
fubjedion  to  his  will.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  had  never  attempted  the 
exercife  of  any  other  method  of 
influence.  In  all  his  difeuflions 
with  the  Auftrian  government, 
fince  the  treaty  of  Prefburg,  a 
threat  of  renewing  the  war  wa» 
the  unanfwerable  argument  before 
which  every  remonftrance  was  to 
give  way  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  he 
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was  prepared  to  expert  the  revival 
of  her  hoftilities,  whenfoever  cir- 
cumftances  Ihould  appear  to  give 
them  a  probable  chance  of  fuccefs. 
Such  an  opportunity  feemed  to 
offer  itfelf  in  the  Spanifh  revolu¬ 
tion.  The  unexampled  atrociry 
of  the  ufurpatlon  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  afforded  another  inftance,  if 
more  were  wanting,  of  the  in- 
fecure  tenure  of  all  right  and  au¬ 
thority  in  Europe,  under  French 
domination  ;  and  a  further  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  fa£t,  that  fub- 
miffion,  however  unqualified,  in- 
ffead  of  diverting  the  rapacity  of 
that  ambition,  only  gave  it  fe- 
curer  and  increafed  means  of  ef¬ 
fecting  its  purpofej. 

It  was  well  obferved,  in  the 
Auftrian  manifefto,  (£  that  the 
will  of  Napoleon  was  as  omni¬ 
potent  in  Spain  as  in  France  ;  but 
inftead  of  this  fubferviency  avail¬ 
ing  to  fare  what  alone  was  re¬ 
maining  to  it,  an  independent 
name,  internal  fecurky,  and  do- 
meftic  peace,  that  court  found 
rather  in  its  mistaken  endeavours  to 
obtain  repofe,  the  -  immediate 
fource  of  its  ruin.  The  conquefl 
of  the  v/eftern  fates  being  com¬ 
pleted  .by  that  of  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  Italy,  nothing  was  more  na¬ 
tural  than  the  expectation,  that 
the  next  material  blow  would  be 
aimed  at  Aufcria.  Under  fuch 
circumftances,  and  with  fuch  an 
example  before  them,  to  rely  upon 
the  uninterrupted  continuance  of 
peace,  would  have  been  obvious 
infatuation.  From  day  to  day, 
the  neceffity  might  occur  of  vin« 
dicating  the  independence  of  the 
monarchy  from  pretenfions  utterly 
inadmiffible,  or  from  immediate 
attack  ;  from  day  to  day  the  ap¬ 
proximation  of  this  critical  mo. 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX,  New 


ment  became  more  apparent  ;  and 
the  means  of  averting  it  could 
only  be  found  in  the  adoption  of 
a  more  perfeCt  fyftem  of  defence.’* 
From  the  conciufion  of  the  peace 
of  Prelburgh,  Auftria  had,  in  faCi, 
continued  to  exert  herfelf  incef- 
fantly  for  the  refloration  and  com¬ 
pletion  of  her  military  refources, 
and  her  efforts  were  put  forth 
with  redoubled  energy,  when  the 
news  of  the  Spanilh  infurreCtion 
gave  hope,  that  a  term  might  at 
length  be  put  to  the  ravage  and 
rapine  of  French  ambition.  A 
military  fyftem,  ftmilar  to  that  of 
the  confcription,  was  introduced, 
and  a  national  militia  eftabliihed, 
by  which  all  perfons,  from  the  age 
of  1 3  to  45,  were  called  out,  em¬ 
bodied  in  regiments,  and  exercifed 
on  holidays  in  the  ufe  of  arms. 

Buonaparte  did  not  fail  to  ob~ 
ferve  thefe  demonftrations  ;  and  his 
minifter  Champagny  was  inftruCt- 
ed,  to  remonftrate  on  the  fubjeCt 
with  the  Count  de  Metternieh, 
the  Auftrian  ambaffador  at  Paris. 
Metternieh  replied,  by  the  moft 
poiitive  affuraoce3  of  the  pacific 
difpofition  of  his  court ;  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken,  arofe  limply  from  the 
neceffity  under  which  Auftria  had 
found  herfelf,  of  reforming  and 
re-organizing  the  military  infti- 
tutions  of  the  empire,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  adapting  them  to  aCtual 
circumftances,  and  of  affimilating 
them  to  the  more  efficient  fyftem 
adopted  by  her  neighbours.  They 
were  intended  to  be  permanent  in 
their  operation,  and  had  no  con¬ 
nection  whatever  with  any  con¬ 
templated  change  of  political  re¬ 
lation,  either  with  France,  or  any 
other  power*.  The  known  charac¬ 
ter  of,  the  emperor,  and  his  im- 
Serjes.  [A]  perious 
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perious  want  of  peace,  were  the 
belt  pledges  for  die  fecurity  of 
its  continuance.  Thefe  affurances, 
it  may  eafily  be  believed,  did  not 
deceive  Buonaparte,  and  he  took 
occafion  to  exprefs  his  miftruft  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Auflrian 
court,  in  a  manner  fufficiently  cha¬ 
racterized,  by  that  indecency  and 
abruptnefs  which  fo  frequently 
marked  his  deportment  towards 
the  foreign  minifters  at  his  capi¬ 
tal.  On  his  birth-day,  the  15  th 
of  Auguft,  a  grand  court  was 
held  at  the  Thuilleries,  at  which 
he  received  the  diplomatic  body. 
Upon  this  occafion  he  fuddenly 
addreffed  Count  Mettemich,  and 
demanded  the  purpofe  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  preparations  making 
in  Auftria.  The  count  obferved, 
that  they  were  merely  for  defence. 
u  But  who  threatens  you/’  he 
rejoined,  {C  that  you  fhould  think 
of  being  attacked  ?  Has  there 
been  the  lead  difpute  between  us 
iince  the  peace  of  Prefburgh  ? 
Have  I  afked  any  thing  from  you  ? 
Your  whole  army  is  colleCfed 
together,  and  has  taken  a  mili¬ 
tary  pofition.  In  the  meanwhile, 
what  do  you  want  ?  Do  you 
mean  to  alarm  me  ?  You  will 
not  fucceed  in  that.  Do  you  think 
the  circumflances  are  favourable 
to  you  ?  You  deceive  yourfelves. 
I  fhall  take  100,000  of  my  troops 
from  Germany,  in  order  to  fend 
them  to  Spain,  and  I  flill  have 
enough  remaining  to  oppofe  you. 
You  arm.  I  will  arm  too  ;  and, 
if  it  is  neceflary,  I  can  fpare 
200,000  men.  You  will  not  have 
a  fingle  power  on  the  continent 
in  your  favour.  The  Emperor  of 
Ruffia,  I  can  almofl  venture  to 
anfwer  for  him,  will  urge  you  to 
fee  quiet.  Your  own  emperor,  I 

+ 
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believe,  does  not  wifh  for  war-. 
He  can  have  no  feelings  of  re»- 
venge  againft  me.  I  had  poflef- 
fion  of  his  capital ;  I  occupied  the 
greater  part  of  his  flares.  He  had 
all  back  again.  1  kept  Venice 
for  myfelf,  merely,  that  I  might 
not  leave  any  ground  of  difpute. 
No  !  Your  government  does  not 
defire  war.  The  principal  men  of 
your  country  do  not  feek  for  it, 
and  yet  the  movements  which  you 
have  occasioned  are  fisch,  that  war 
will  take  place  in  fpite  of  you 
and  myfelf.  You  have  raifed  a 
force  of  400,000  men.  I  will 
levy  a  body  of  200,000.  The 
confederation  of  the  Rhine,  which 
had  di fbanded  its  troons,  will  re- 
aflemble  them.  Inflead  of  eva¬ 
cuating,  as  was  my  intention,  the 
Pruflian  flares,  I  fhall  put  the 
Silefian  fortrefTes  in  a  ftate  of  de¬ 
fence.  All  Europe  will  be  in 
arms,  and  the  flightefh  occurrence 
will  occafion  the  commencement, 
of  hoftilities.  The  Englifh  and 
their  partizans  induce  you  to  thefe 
falfe  meafures.  Already  they  re¬ 
joice  in  the  expeflation  of  once, 
more  lighting  up  the  flame  of 
war  in  Europe.  Their  funds  have, 
rifen  fifty  per  cent,  in  confequence 
of  the  impulfe  they  have  com¬ 
municated  to  Europe.  It  is  they 
whom  1  blame  for  this  ;  they  are 
the  caufe  that  no  Frenchman  can 
go  to  the  baths  of  Bohemia  with¬ 
out  fubje&ing  hirafelf  to  infult. 
In  the  meanwhile  have  I  afked 
any  thing  of  you  ?  bias  not  the 
whole  courfe  of  our  intercourfe 
been  friendly  ?  And  yet,  on  a 
fudden,  you  have  fet  upon  a  war  I 
You  have  put  your  whole  popula¬ 
tion  in  motion  !  You  have  added 
1300  to  each  of  your  regiments!. 
You  have  llorcd  your  fortrefTes  !- 

You 
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You  will  fay,  that  you  are  forced 
to  think  of  your  own  fecurity. 
You  know  that  I  alk  for  nothing, 
and  want  nothing  ;  that  I  ever 
confidered  the  maintenance  of  your 
power,  under  prefent  circumftan- 
ces,  as  neceffary  to  the  European 
fyllem,  and  the  profperity  of 
France.  1  have  put  my  troops  in 
camp  to  keep  them  in  good  dif- 
cipline  and  adivity.  They  do 
not  encamp  in  France,  becaufe  it 
cods  too  much  ;  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  it  is  not  fo  dear.  My  camps 
are  fcattered  about ;  not  one  of 
them  threatens  you.  I  Ihould 
have  had  none,  if  I  had  projedls 
againft  you  ;  and  I  fhould  have 
had  none,  if  I  thought  they  would 
have  given  you  any  uneafinefs. 
A  fingle  word  from  you  would 
have  been  enough  ;  and  I  am 
ready  to  break  up  all  of  them,  if 
it  is  neceffary  for  your  quiet." 

This  is  but  a  fhort  fpecimen  of 
the  ftrange  and  incoherent,  but 
charaderidic  rhapfody  in  which 
the  French  ruler  indulged  on  this 
occafion.  The  ambafiador  is  de¬ 
fer  i  bed,  as  betraying  not  the 
flighted  embarraffment  during  the 
feene;  and,  is  faid,  to  have  after, 
wards  declared,  to  the  French 
miniders,  how  much  he  congratu¬ 
lated  himfelf  on  being  employed  at 
a  court,  where  the  fovereign  com¬ 
municated  thus  frankly  and  openly 
with  a  foreign  minifter. 

The  interview  with  the  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander  took  place  not 
long  after,  at  Erfurth,  and  was,  of 
courfe,  concerted  with  the  view 
of  repreffmg  on  the  part  of  Auf- 
tfia,  all  hope  of  Ruffian  co-opera¬ 
tion.  The  Emperor  Francis  feized 
this  opportunity  of  writing  a  let¬ 
ter  to.  his  “  good  brother  and 
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friend"  Napoleon,  in  which  he  re¬ 
iterated  the  affurances  of  his  paci¬ 
fic  fentiments,  and  expreffed  a 
hope  that  every  midrud,  arifing 
from  the  organic  inftitutions  which 
he  had  lately  edablifhed  in  the 
interior  of  his  monarchy,  would 
now  be  diffipated.  Buonaparte  af- 
fe&ed  to  be  convinced  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  thefe  proteftations,  and 
fent  a  circular  mandate  to  the 
princes  of  the  confederation,  au« 
thorizing  them  to  difeharge  their 
camps,  and  difmifs  the  troops  to 
their  ordinary  quarters.  In  his 
reply  to  the  Emperor  of  Audria, 
he'  obferved,  “  I  have  never 
doubted  the  upright  intentions  of 
your  majefty,  but  I  did  not  the 
lefs  fear,  for  a  moment,  to  fee 
hoftili ties  renewed  between  us. 
There  is,  at  Vienna,  a  faftion 
which  affedls  fear,  in  order  to 
precipitate  your  cabinet  info  vio¬ 
lent  meafures,  which  would  be 
the  origin  of  calamities  greater 
than  thofe  which  have  gone  be¬ 
fore.  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
difmember  your  monarchy  ;  or,  at 
lead  to  render  it  lefs  powerful.  I 
have  not  defired  this.  What  it  is, 
it  is  with  my  full  afifent.  This  is 
the  mod  evident  proof,  that  I 
have  fettled  all  accounts  with  you, 
and  that  I  want  nothing  from 
you." 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but,  by 
this  time,  both  parties  faw  the 
iffue  fo  which  matters  were  in¬ 
evitably  tending,  but  apparently, 
an  immediate  rupture  fuifred  the 
purpofes  -of  neither.  The  Aus¬ 
trians*  preparations  were,  pro¬ 
bably,  not  as  yet  fufficiently  ma¬ 
tured,  and  the  interval  was,  at 
lead,  as  valuable  to  Buonaparte, 
who  was  neccflarily  anxious  to 
[iV  z]  complete 
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complete  the  fubjugation  of  the 
Peninfula,  before  he  engaged  in 
another  German  war. 

In  this  {late,  therefore,  it  feems 
to  have  been  agreed,  that  the 
affair  fhould  reft  for  the  prefent. 
Buonaparte  fet  out  for  Spain.  He 
had  difperfed  the  Spanifti  armies 
on  the  Ebro,  taken  poffeffion  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  and  was  occupied  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  retiring  Englifh,  when, 
according  to  M.  Champagny’s  nar¬ 
rative,  he  received  intelligence 
from  Germany,  which  compelled 
him  to  ftcp.  The  military  prepa¬ 
rations,  it  was  faid,  were  carried  on 
in  Auftria  with  increafed  zeal. 
Notwithftandir.g  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon,  the  exercife  of  the  militia 
•was  continued.  The  Adriatic 
harbours  were  opened  to  the  En- 
glifh.  Communications  with  the 
Spanifti  infurgents  were  difcovered, 
and  every  thing  indicated  the 
determination  of  the  Emperor 
Francis,  to  renew  hoftilities.  Buo¬ 
naparte  returned  to  Valladolid, 
from  w'hence  he  fent  orders  to  the 
ftates  of  the  confederation,  to 
equip  and  hold  in  readinefs  their 
contingents,  and  then  himfelf  re¬ 
paired  immediately  to  Paris. 

Auftria  was,  by  this  time,  evi¬ 
dently  anxious  to  bring  things  to 
an  iffue.  The  war,  on  her  part, 
confidered  with  a  comprehenfive 
view  of  the  fubftantial  ftate  of  her 
relations  with  France,  was  one 
ftri&ly  of  felf-defence.  But  as  far 
as  concerned  the  particular  time 
and  circumftances  under  which  it 
commenced,  it  was  probably  en¬ 
tered  upon  reludantly  by  Buona¬ 
parte.  In  faCt,  fet  ting  afide  the 
consideration  of  the  ftate  of  his 
affairs  in  Spain,  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  could  have  any  political 


obje6t  of  importance  to  propofe 
to  himfelf,  by  engaging  in  it  at 
that  moment.  Succefs  he,  no 
doubt,  anticipated  with  confi¬ 
dence  ;  but  the  time  was  not  yet 
come  when  he  could  fully  avail 
himfelf  of  its  advantages,  or  ven¬ 
ture  upon  the  final  difmemberment 
of  the  Auftrian  empire.  Even 
the  particular  meafure  which  he 
was,  probably,  moil  immediately 
anxious  to  effect,  the  re-union  of 
the  Gallician  provinces  to  the 
duchy  of  Warfaw,  would  have 
been  viewed  with  no  friendly  eye 
by  Ruftia  ;  and  he  was  as  yet  not 
quite  prepared  to  renounce  his 
connections  with  that  power.  An 
ineffectual  attempt  was  made  for 
the  adjuftment  of  differences,  by 
a  recurrence  to  her  mediation. 
But  the  Auftrian  cabinet  had  now 
gone  too  far  to  retreat,  and  feemed 
refolved  to  make  a  laft  effort  for 
its  independence.  Its  ambaffador 
at  Paris  continued  to  the  laft; 
moment  to  repeat  his  affurances 
of  the  pacific  difpofitions  of  his 
mafter  ;  but  both  parties  now  felt 
the  approach  of  the  crifts,  and 
prepared  themfelves  accordingly. 

A  moil  able  and  impreftlve 
manifefto,  drawn  up,  it  is  faid, 
by  the  celebrated  Gentz,  was  pub- 
liftied  by  Auftria,  in  explanation 
of  the  motives  and  obje&s  of  the 
ftep  {he  was  about  to  take.  In 
this,  after  dwelling  upon  the  pro- 
traded  inexecution  of  many  of 
the  articles  of  the  Prefburgh 
treaty,  on  the  oppreftive  contri¬ 
butions  which,  after  the  fignature 
of  that  treaty,  had  ftill  been  le¬ 
vied  on  the  Auftrian  territories, 
on  the  infilled  exclufion  of  the 
Englifh  from  the  Auftrian  ports, 
the  compelled  abdication  of  the 
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Imperial  crown,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  difmemberment  of  the  Pruf- 
lian  monarchy,  the  Auftrian  cabi¬ 
net  proceeded  to  advert  to  the 
events  which  had  taken  place  fince 
the  fetdement  which  had  been 
arranged  at  Fontainbleau,  in  the 
autumn  of  1807.  A  few  months 
after  the  treaty  of  Tilfit,  the 
houfe  of  Braganza  was  driven 
from  the  throne  of  Portugal.  A 
diftinCl  propofal  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  made  to  the  emperor,  ut¬ 
terly  to  abandon  all  conned  ion 
with  England  ;  and  the  choice 
between  fuch  a  refolution,  and  an 
immediate  war  with  France,  was 
the  intimation  which  accompanied 
this  propofal,  without  further  mo¬ 
dification,  or  mitigation.  The 
reftlefs  ambition  of  the  French 
ruler  foon  after  (hewed  itfelf  in 
another  Chape.  Propofals  were 
made  to  the  Auftrian  cabinet,  for 
the  diffolution  and  partition  of  the 
Turkifh  empire.  The  atrocious 
attack  upon  Spain  fucceeded.  This 
was  followed  by  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  the  papal  provinces  :  and 
Europe  was  foon  after  informed, 
by  a  foie  run  oration  in  the  French 
fenate,  that  “  it*  is  the  will  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  that  the 
whole  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  Adriatic  fea  be  united  either 
with  the  French  territory,  or  with 
that  of  the  great  empire. u  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances,  and  with 
fuch  examples  before  them,  to 
have  deferred  the  neceffary  mea- 
fures  for  felf-defence,  would  have 
been  madnefs.  With  this  view, 
and  this  only,  fteps  were  taken 
to  lay  a  broader  foundation  for 
the  reinforcement  and  completion 
of  the  army  ;  and  the  true  cha¬ 
racter  of  thefe  meafures  could  be 
miftaken  or  mifinterpreted  by  fo¬ 
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reign  powers,  only  in  cafe  they 
were  predetermined  to  deny  Aus¬ 
tria  the  right  of  felf-prefervation. 

France,  however,  chofe  to  deny 
this  right,  and  infilled,  that  the 
emperor  fhould  defift  from  mea¬ 
fures,  abfoluteiy  efiential  to  the 
defence  of  his  monarchy.  To 
purchase  peace  at  this  price  was 
impofiible.  Napoleon  could  not 
have  deceived  himfeif  concerning 
the  import  of  his  defign,  nor 
would  he  ever  have  formed  fuch 
a  pretenders,  if  that,  which  could 
not  but  neceffarily  follow  it,  had 
not  already  conftituted  a  part  of 
his  plans.  His  majefty  had, 
therefore,  felt  himfeif  compelled 
to  recur  to  arms.  His  imme¬ 
diate  objeCt,  in  fo  doing,  l<  was 
to  put  an  end  to  that  unnatural 
and  ambiguous  (late,  in  which 
Auftria,  during  three  years,  had 
vacillated  1  a  (late  which,  under 
the  vain  denomination  of  peace, 
had  involved  in  it  all  the  facri- 
fices,  burthens,  and  dangers  of  the 
moft  oppreffive  war ;  and  to  place 
the  country  in  a  iituation,  which 
might  fecure  to  it  the  honourable 
repofe  of  a  real  peace.  But  fuch 
a  lituation  could  not  fubfift,  while 
foreign  armies,  it  matters  not  un¬ 
der  what  pretence,  were  allowed 
to  hold  the.  monarchy  in  a  (late 
of  perpetual  liege,  it  could  not 
fubfift  while  the  political  and 
military  relations  of  the  ftates, 
which  furround  Auftria,  were  fuch, 
that  it  needed  only  a  fingle  order 
from  a  foreign  power,  to  fpread 
over  the  whole  Auftrian  frontier 
the  apprehenfion  of  hoftile  inva- 
fion.  The  fecurity  of  the  Auf¬ 
trian  monarchy  could  not  be 
fought  in  an  infulated  ftate  ;  or  be 
conceived  as  feparate  from  the 
ftate  of  adjoining  countries,  and 
[N  3]  from 
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from  the  general  condition  and 
conftitution  of  the  collected  fyftem 
of  European  (late  policy.  Auf- 
tria  could  find  a  perfect  guarantee 
of  her  independence,  only  in  that 
degiee  of  independence  in  the 
powers  which  furround  her,  which 
the  claim  of  univerfal  dominion, 
from  whatever  quarter  it  pro¬ 
ceeds,  would  render  impoflible.” 

Her  preparations  were  upon  a 
fcale  correfpondent  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  interefts  thus  forcibly  de¬ 
fer!  bed  ;  in  fad,  at  no  former  pe¬ 
riod  had  the  refources  of  the  Aus¬ 
trian  monarchy  been  fo  vigoroufly 
put  in  adlion,  and  had  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  a  fuccefsful  iffue,  been  a 
queflion  merely  of  numerical  Supe¬ 
riority,  it  would  Scarcely  have 
had  reafon  to  dread  even  the  mighty 
combination  which  was  moving 
againft  it.  The  regular  army,  in¬ 
cluding  a  referve  of  50,000  men, 
amounted  nearly  to  350,000  effec¬ 
tive  troops,  of  which  50,000  com. 
pofed  the  cavalry.  The  militia 
was  calculated  at  a  number  not  lefs 
than  250,000  men,  exclufive  of 
what  was  called  the  Hungarian  in- 
furreHion.  The  whole  empire  was 
in  fad  in  arms,  and  wanted  nothing 
but  a  Spirit  of  action  and  perfever- 
ance,  commenfurate  with  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  approaching  con- 
teft,  to  enfure  a  fuccefsful  and  glo¬ 
rious  refult. 

The  army  was  diff  ributed  in  nine 
corps,  compofed  of  from  30  to 
40,000  men  each,  of  which  fix 
were  placed  under  the  immediate 
diredion  of  the  Archduke  Charles, 
and  commanded  Severally  by  the 
Counts  de  Bellegarde  and  Kollo- 
wrath,  the  Prince  of  Hohenzollern, 
the  Baron  Rofenberg,  the  Archduke 
Lewis,  and  General  Hiller.  Ano¬ 
ther  under  the  Archduke  Ferdi¬ 


nand,  was  pofted  in  Poland  ;  and 
two  more  commanded  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Chaflellar  and  General  Giu- 
lay,  were  fent  under  the  Archduke 
John  to  Italy.  A  corps  of  re¬ 
ferve,  confifting  of  about  20,000 
men,  was  commanded  by  Prince 
John  of  Lichtenftein,  another  of 
10,000  was  committed  to  General 
Kinmayer  ;  about  1 5,000  men  were 
affembled  near  Eger  in  Bohemia, 
to  proted  the  frontier  in  that 
quarter,  and  the  Archdukes  Rainer 
and  Lewis,  were  employed  in  dis¬ 
ciplining  and  forming  the  levies  in 
Hungary. 

The  Archduke  Charles  was  ap¬ 
pointed  generaliflimo  of  the  forces ; 
an  appointment  which,  beyond  any 
other  circumftanee  in  this  difplay 
of  military  refources,  gave  hope 
and  confidence  to  the  people.  On 
the  6th  of  April  he  iffued  a  pro¬ 
clamation  to  the  army,  in  which, 
after  recapitulating  the  grievances 
which  compelled  the  emperor  to 
refort  to  arms,  he  fummoned 
them  to  afford  that  deliverance  to 
their  country,  which  (he  then 
called  for  at  their  hands.  i(  On 
you,  my  dear  brother  foldiers,” 
he  continued,/4  are  fixed  the  eyes 
of  the  univerfe,  and  of  all  thofe 
who  feel  for  national  honour  and 
profperity.  You  fhall  not  fhare 
the  difgrace  of  becoming  the  tools 
of  oppreffion.  You  fhall  not  carry 
on  the  endlefs  wars  of  ambition 
under  diftant  climes.  Your  blood 
fhall  never  flow  for  foreign  fleets 
and  foreign  rapine  ;  nor  on  you 
fhall  the  curfe  alight  of  annihi¬ 
lating  innocent  nations,  and  of 
paving  over  the  bodies  of  the 
flaughtered  defenders  of  their 
country,  the  path  of  a  foreigner 
to  an  ufurped  throne.  A  happier 
lot  awaiti  you  ;  the  liberty  of 
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Europe  has  taken  refuge  under 
our  banners.  Your  victories  will 
loofen  its  fetters,  and  your  bro¬ 
thers  of  Germany,  yet  in  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  long  for  their 
deliverance/' 

In  the  meanwhile  the  prepara¬ 
tions  of  France,  and  of  her  allies, 
were  unremitting.  The  march  of 
troops,  towards  the  Danube,  con¬ 
tinued  without  interruption,  and, 
the  confederated  {fates,  under  the 
domination  of  Buonaparte,  were 
on  all  tides  adembling  their  con¬ 
tingents,  and  preparing  for  the 
expected  irruption  of  the  Aulfrian 
armies.  The  treafure  and  ar¬ 
chives  of  Saxony  were  removed 
from  Drefden  to  the  fortress  of 
Konigdien,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  a  confiderable  force  of 
Saxon  and  Hanoverian  confcripts 
were  collected,  under  the  com® 
mand  of  Bernadotte® 

The  pofitions  of  the  French  ar¬ 
mies,  and  of  thofe  of  her  allies,  were 
as  follows :  the  corps  of  the  Duke 
of  Auerftadt  (Davoulf)  was  at 
Ratifoon,  that  of  Maffena  at  Ulm, 
and  that  of  Oudinot  at  Augf- 
burgh  ;  the  head  quarters  were  at 
Straiburgh.  The  Bavarians  were 
placed  under  the  command  of  Le® 
febvre,  and  diftributed  in  three 
divifions;  of  which  the  drft,  under 
the  prince  royal,  was  potted  at 
Munich  ;  the  fecond,  under  Gene¬ 
ral  Deroi,  at  Landfhut  ;  and  the 
third,  under  Count  de  Wrede,  at 
Straubing.  The  Wsrtemburgh  di- 
vifion  was  at  Heydenheim ;  the 
Saxon  troops  were,  for  the  mod 
part,  encamped  under  the  walls  of 
Drefden  ;  and  the  corps  of  the 
Dutchy  of  Warfaw,  commanded  by 
Prince  Paniatowlki,  in  the  environs 
of  Warfaw.  Of  the  number  of  the 
French  troops  thus  aflemblcd,  we 
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do  not  appear  to  have  any  very 
precife  information. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  intelli¬ 
gence  arrived  at  Munich  that  pre¬ 
parations  were  making  by  the 
Auftrians  for  eroding  the  Inn,  and 
that  a  bridge  of  boats  was  already 
formed  between  Braunau  and  Schar- 
ding.  On  the  following  day  a 
fhort  note  was  received  from  the 
Audrian  head-quarters  at  Lintz, 
notifying  to  the  commander  of  the 
French  forces,  that  the  Archduke 
Charles  had  received  orders  to  ad¬ 
vance  with  the  troops  under  his 
command,  and  to  treat  as  enemies 
all  who  fhould  make  oppolition. 
At  the  fame  time,  a  letter  from 
the  archduke  was  delivered  to  the 
King  of  Bavaria,  in  which  his  Ma- 
jedy  was  allured,  that  st the  fe¬ 
vered  commands  had  been  given 
that  no  hodilides  be  committed, 
except  againd  the  enemy  of  all 
political  independence  in  Europe, 
until  the  king  fhould  make  known 
his  intentions.  It  would  be  very 
painful  to  me/*  continued  the  arch¬ 
duke,  “  to  turn  my  arms  againd 
the  troops  of  your  Majedy ;  but  if 
the  force  of  circumftances  fhould 
compel  you  to  a  condefcenfion  in¬ 
compatible  with  your  dignity,  and 
the  happinefs  of  ydur  people,  I  beg 
you,  neverthelefs,  to  be  convinced 
that  my  foldiers  will  pay  every 
pcffible  refpeCt  to  the  fafet y  of 
your  Majedy  ;  and  I  invite  you. 
Sire,  to  confide  yourfelf  to  the 
honour  of  my  fovereign,  and  the 
protection  of  his  arms/*  Maxi¬ 
milian  withdrew,  on  the  nth,  to 
Dillingen,  taking  with  him  his 
crown  and  jewels,  and  treafure. 

On  the  qthofApril  the  Archduke, 
with  his  troops,  eroded  the  Inn  at 
Brannau  and  Burghaufen.  On  the 
ioth  they  inveded  Paflau,  where 
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they  farrounded  a  battalion  of  Ba¬ 
varians  ;  at  the  fame  time  they  cut 
off  another  battalion  at  Kuffftein. 
When  the  news  of  this  movement 
became  public,  the  Bavarian  divi- 
fi on  which  had  been  at  Landlhut 
proceeded  to  Akorf,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Ifer;  the  corps  under 
Wrede  marched  upon  Neuftadt, 
and  Maffena  left  Ulrn  for  the 
neighbourhood  of  Auglburg. 

From  the  ioth  to  the  16th,  the 
Auffrians  continued  to  advance 
from  the  Inn  to  the  Ifer,,  Lefe- 
bvre  collected  a  body  of  about 
1 2,000  Bavarians,  with  the  view 
of  obftruding  the  paffage  of  the 
Audrian  army  over  the  Inn,  at 
Landfhut.  The  bridge  was  broken 
down,  and  the  approach  to  the 
bank  was  rendered  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  by  the  French  tirailleurs,  who 
had  occupied  all  the  houfes  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  from  whence  they 
could  only  be  driven  by  cannon 
being  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
In  this  operation  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  town  was  neceffari ly 
laid  in  ruins  by  the  batteries,  under 
the  fire  of  which  the  Auftrians 
fucceeded  in  re-eft  ablifhing  the 
bridge,  when  the  enemy  retired 
upon  the  divifion  of  General 
Wrede,  and  the  Bavarian  army 
took  a  central  poll  lion  upon  Neuf- 
fadt. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Andrian 
armies  moved  forward  upon  every 
other  point.  On  the  9th  Field 
Marfhal  Chadellar  entered  the  Ty¬ 
rol  at  Lienz,  through  the  Furfter- 
thal,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the 
inhabitants;  and  on  the  12th  he 
had  already  reached  Branneck. 
Count  Bellegarde,  with  the  fird 
corps  of  the  army,  broke  up  from 
Bohemia  on  the  19th,  and  moving 
by  Tirfchenreitb,  formed,  two 


days  after,  a  jun&ion  at  We  rent- 
berg,  with  the  fecond  corps,  which 
had  entered  the  Upper  Palatinate 
by  Rufhaupten.  The  combined 
corps  then  took  a  pofition  on  the 
Nab,  and  their  vanguard  occupied 
the  heights  of  Hirfchau,  im  order 
to  watch  the  road  from  Bayreuth 
to  Amberg.  On  the  fame  day  the 
Archduke  John  entered  the  pro-* 
vince  of  Friuli,  by  Cividale  and 
Gortz,  and,  after  fome  oppofttion, 
advanced  on  the  13th  to  the  Tag- 
liamento,  acrofs  which  the  enemy 
retired,  and  concentrated  his  forces 
at  Sacile.  About  the  fame  time 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  with  the 
fixth  corps,  entered  the  territory 
of  the  Duchy  of  Warfaw,  and 
took  up  a  pofition  near  Norve* 
miofto. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  in¬ 
telligence  that  the  Auftrians  had 
paffed  the  Inn,  reached  Paris  by  the 
telegraph,  and  Buonaparte  almoft 
immediately  fet  out  to  take  the 
command  of  his  armies.  At  three 
in  the  morning  of  the  x6th,  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Louifburgh  ;  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  day  he  reached 
Dillingen,  where  he  had  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Kine  of  Bavaria, 
and  promifed  within  a  fortnight  to 
reftore  him  to  his  capital,  to 
avenge  the  ihfuks  that  had  been 
offered  to  him,  and  to  make  him 
greater  than  any  of  his  anceftors 
had  ever  been.  On  the  next  day, 
at  two  in  the  morning,  he  arrived 
at  Donauwerth,  where  he  immedi¬ 
ately  eftabliffied  his  head-quarters. 
From  this  place  he,  after  his  ufual 
manner,  iffued  an  addrefs  to  the 
army:  (i  Soldiers,”  faidhe,  “  the 
territory  of  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine  is  violated.  The  Auf- 
trian  general  hoped  that  we  thould 
take  to  flight  on  the  firft  appear- 
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ance  of  his  army,  and  abandon  our 
allies  to  his  difpofal.  I  come  with 
the  rapidity  of  the  eagle.  Sol¬ 
diers,  you  were  around  me  when 
the  fovereign  of  Auftria  came  to 
vifit  me  in  my  bivouac  in  Moravia ; 
you  faw  him  experience  my  boun¬ 
ty,  and  fwear  eternal  friendChip  to 
me.  We  have  been  victorious  in 
three  wars.  Auftria  owes  every 
thing  to  our  generoiky ;  thrice 
has  ftie  broken  her  engagements. 
Our  pa  ft  fuccefs  is  the  fure  pledge 
of  the  vidory  which  now  awaits 
us.  Let  us  advance,  and  let  the 
enemy  at  the  fight  of  us  again  re- 
cognize  their  conquerors,’’ 

In  the  meanwhile  the  archduke* 
after  palling  the  Her,  had  broken 
tip  with'  the  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  corps  of  the  army,  and  the 
firft  corps  of  referve.  He  then 
haftened,  by  forced  marches,  upon 
the  Danube,  in  the  direction  of 
Kelheim  and  Ratifbon,  crofting  the 
Labar,  and  proceeding  by  Eck- 
muhl,  Rotenburg*  and  Cloifter- 
rock  ;  his  brother,  Prince  Lewis, 
with  the  corps  under  his  command, 
taking  at  the  fame  time  the  road 
to  Neuftadt.  The  objeds  of  the 
movement  was,  apparently,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  threatened  jun&ion  of  the 
enemy’s  whole  force  upon  the 
heights  between  Ratifbon  and  Saal, 
by  cutting  off  the  corps  under 
Davouft  before  it  could  effed  its 
junction  both  with  that  which  was 
then  advancing;  under  Oudinot 
from  Auglburg,  and  with  the  di- 
vifions  with  which  Maftena  had 
already  reached  Augfbourg,  in  his 
advance  from  Ulna.  But,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  confeffion  of  the  Auf- 
trians  themfelves,  the  velocity  of 
the  enemy  anticipated  their  pur- 
pofe.  On  the  19th  Oudinot  quit¬ 
ted  Auglburg,  and  arrived  by 


break  of  day  at  Pfaffenhofen,  where 
he  attacked  and  defeated  a  small 
body  of  Auftrians.  On  the  next 
day  Maftena  reached  the  fame 
place,  and  Davouft  left  Ratift. 
bon,  and  advanced  to  Neuftadt, 
with  the  view  of  approximating  to 
Ingolftadt.  It  was  then  evident, 
according  to  the  French  bulletin, 
that  Napoleon’s  plan  was  to  out¬ 
manoeuvre  the  Auftrians,  who  had 
formed  near  Landftiut,  and  to  at¬ 
tack  them  at  the  very  moment 
when,  imagining  themfelves  to  be 
the  affailants,  they  were  marching 
to  Ratifbon.  On  the  19th 
Davouft  began  his  march ;  his 
left,  under  St.  Hilaire,  fell  in  with 
the  Auftrians  at  the  village  of 
Peifting,  attacked  and  defeated 
them.  On  his  right  alfo.  General 
Moraud  attacked  an  Auftrian  di- 
vifion,  engaging  it  in  front,  while 
Lefebvre,  with  a  Bavarian  corps 
that  had  marched  from  Abenfberg, 
attacked  them  in  the  rear.  On  this 
point  alfo  were  the  Auftrians  de¬ 
feated  1  and,  by  their  own  avowal, 
with  confiderable  lofs,  particularly 
in  officers.  This  action  the  French 
denominated  the  battle  of  Tann. 

Prince  Charles  kept  the  army  in 
order  of  battle,  to  follow  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy,  whofe  imme¬ 
diate  defigns,  however,  were  not  di¬ 
rected  again  ft  him.  The  purpofe  of 
Buonaparte  was  now  to  cut  off,  at¬ 
tack  feparately,  and  deftroy  the 
corps  which,  under  the  Archduke 
Lewis  and  General  Hiller,  formed 
the  left  wing  of  the  Auftrian  line, 
and  in  this,  unhappily,  he  fucceededo 
On  the  zoth  he  took  poll  at  Aben- 
Iberg ;  Davouft  was  ordered  to 
keep  in  check  the  corps  of  Hohen- 
zollern,  Rofenberg,  and  Lichten- 
ftein,  while  Maftena,  pafling  by 
Freyberg,  and  getting  into  the 

rear 
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rear  of  the  Auftrian  army,  cut  off 
their  communications  with  the 
Tyrol.  The  attack  in  front  was 
made  by  the  two  divifions  of  Mo¬ 
ra  ud  and  Guden,  under  Lafnes, 
and  by  thofe  of  the  Bavarians  and 
Wirtemburghers,  led  on  by  Buo¬ 
naparte  himfelf,  who  addreffed  the 
officers  in  a  long  fpeech,  in  the 
courfe  of  which,  after  reminding 
them  that  for  more  than  200  years 
the  Bavarian  dandard  had  been 
difplayed  againft  the  Audrians,  he 
promifed  that  this  time  he  would 
render  them  fo  powerful,  that  they 
alone  would  be  able  to  contend 
with  the  houfe  of  Hapffiurgh. 
Wrede  attacked  an  Audrian  divi- 
fion  at  Siegenburgh  ;  Vandamme, 
with  the  Wirtemburghers,  attack¬ 
ed  them  on  their  right  Hank,  while 
Lafnes,  with  the  French  corps, 
forced  the  extremity  of  their  left, 
and  overthrowing  every  thing  be¬ 
fore  him,  advanced  to  Rohr  and 
Rofemberpy  The  French  boad  to 
have  taken  eight  dandards,  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  1 8,060  pri- 
loners,  on  this  occafion.  The 
Andrians  admit  the  lofs  of  8,ooo» 
The  fame  day  an  unfuccefsful  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  gain  the  height 
of  Abach,  and  prevent  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Davouft  with  the  Bava¬ 
rians.  But  the  Andrians  were 
here  alfo  defeated,  and  the  enemy’s 
jun&ion  was  effected. 

This  battle  laid  open  the  flank 
of  the  Auflrian  army,  and  expofed 
their  magazines  at  Landfhut. 
Upon  that  place  Napoleon  marched 
by  break  of  day  on  the  2 id. 
Beffieres  defeated  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  on  the  plains  before  the 
town,  while  another  divifion  forced 
the  bridge,  notwithdanding  an  in- 
efftftual  attempt  to  fet  it  on  fire, 
and  penetrated  into  the  place.  The 


Audrians  were  then  attacked  bf 
Maffena,  who  advanced  along  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  and  were 
again  defeated,  leaving  Landfhut, 
with  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  9,006 
prifoners,  and  all  their  magazines 
and  hofpitals,  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  In  the  meanwhile  the 
Archduke  Charles  had  effefted 
his  jun&ion  with  the  Bohemian 
army,  under  Kollowrath,  and 
furprifed,  at  Ratifbon,  a  thoufand 
French,  who  had  been  left  to 
guard  the  bridge  at  that  place. 
Buonaparte,  enraged  at  this  acci¬ 
dent,  f wore  that  to  efface  the 
infult  which  had  been  offered  to 
his  arms,  in  twenty-four  hours 
Audrian  blood  Ihould  flow  in  Ra- 
tiflbon.  He  immediately  began  his 
march  from  Landfhut,  with  the 
two  divifions  under  Lafnes,  the 
corps  under  Maffena,  and  the  Wir¬ 
temburghers,  and  hadened  to  effeift 
his  jun&ion  with  Davouft  and 
Lefebvre,  who  were,  probably 
with  fome  peril  to  themfelves, 
holding  in  check  the  combined 
corps  of  Rofenberg,  Hohenzollern, 
and  Lichtendein.  Beffieres,  with 
the  Bavarian  divifion,  was  sent  in 
purfuit  of  the  corps  which,  after 
the  defeats  at  Abenfburg  and 
Landfhut,  had  retired  upon  the  Inn. 

The  archduke  had  affembled  four 
corps  of  his  army,  confiding  of 
110,000  men,  and  had  taken  a 
pofition  at  Eckmuhl.  At  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2  2d,  the  French  arrived  before  it ; 
they  immediately  attacked  the  Auf- 
firians  on  every  point,  turned  their 
left,  and  fucceffively  drove  them 
from  all  their  pofitions.  It  was  in 
vain  that  their  cavalry,  which  was 
drong  and  numerous,  attempted  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  infantry  ; 
according  to  the  French  account, 

a  complete 
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a  complete  rout  enfued.  The 
archduke  himfelf  owed  his  efcape 
only  to  the  fieetnefs  of  his  horfe, 
and  his  whole  force  was  driven  in 
diforder  from  the  field,  leaving  all 
their  wounded,  the  greater  part  of 
their  artillery,  fifteen  ftandards,  and 
20,000  prifoners,  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  The  purfuit  continued 
till  dark.  At  day-break,  on  the 
23d,  the  French  continued  rapidly 
their  advance  upon  Ratifbon.  The 
Auftrians  attempted  to  cover  the 
city  with  their  cavalry.  Three 
fucceffive  charges  took  place,  each 
to  the  advantage  of  the  French, 
who  cut  to  pieces  eight  thoufand 
of  their  enemies,  and  drove  the 
remainder  over  the  Danube.  Six 
regiments  were  left  to  defend  Ratif¬ 
bon  ;  a  difpofition  for  which  the 
Auftrian  general  is  feverely  blamed 
by  the  French  bulletin.  The  town, 
it  feems,  from  the  imperfedi  date 
of  its  defences,  was  incapable  of 
effe&ual  refinance.  The  French 
effected  an  entrance,  and  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  it  with  eafe, 
taking  at  the  fame  time  8,000  pri¬ 
foners. 

Thus,  according  to  the  expref- 
fion  of  the  French  official  account, 
at  the  battle  of  Abenfiberg  Buona¬ 
parte  beat  feparately  the  two  corps 
of  the  Archduke  Lewis  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Hiller ;  at  the  battle  of  Land- 
(hut  he  took  the  centre  of  the  Auf¬ 
trian  communications,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  depot  of  their  magazines  and 
artillery  ;  finally,  at  the  battle  of 
Eckmuhl,  the  four  corps  of  Ho- 
henzollern,  Lichtenftein,  Kollow- 
rath,  and  Rofenberg,  were  defeat¬ 
ed.  The  corps  of  Bellegarde  ar¬ 
rived  the  day  after  the  battle,  only 
in  time  to  witnefs  the  taking  of 
Ratifbon,  and  then  retired  into 
Bohemia;  with  the  exception  of 


this  corps,  it  was  further  obferved, 
that  the  whole  of  the  Auftrian  ar¬ 
my,  confiding  of  220,000  men, 
had  been  engaged,  while  nearly 
one  half  of  the  French  army  had 
never  fired  a  (hot.  It  is  difficult 
to  afeertain,  with  any  certainty, 
the  lofs  of  either  party  in  thefe 
affairs.  The  French  affirmed  that 
they  had  taken  100  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  40  ftandards,  50,000  prifon¬ 
ers,  3,000  waggons,  full  of  bag¬ 
gage,  and  all  the  chefts  of  the  re¬ 
giments.  Their  own  lofs  they 
eftimated  at  1,200  killed,  and 
4,000  wounded.  The  Auftrians,  on 
the  other  hand,  admitted  a  lofs  but 
of  9,600  prifoners,  6,000  killed 
and  wounded,  and  about  thirty- 
eight  pieces  of  cannon ;  and  they 
calculated  that  of  the  French  at 
10,000  killed,  wounded,  and  pri¬ 
foners.  As  far  as  refpedls  their 
own  lofs,  we  fufpeft  that  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  enemy  approaches  as 
nearly  to  the  truth  as  their  own. 

The  refultof  thefe  difafters  was  the 
effectual  expulfion  of  the  Auftrians 
from  Bavaria,  and  the  cutting  off  of 
the  archduke^s  communication  with 
the  Inn  and  Vienna.  The  route 
to  that  capital  now  lay  open  to  the 
enemy,  who  accordingly  promifed 
to  his  foldiers,  before  a  month  was 
elapfed,  to  plant  his  eagles  on  its 
ramparts.  He  was  better  than  his 
word.  Having  fent  Lefebvre  into 
the  palatinate,  and  detached  the 
Bavarians,  under  Wrede,  againft 
the  Tyrolefc,  he  purfued  his  march 
along  the  courfe  of  the  Danube. 
After  the  difafters  of  Abenlburg 
and  Landftiut,  the  corps  of  the 
archduke  and  Hiller  had  retired  in 
that  dire&ion,  and  taken  up  a  pofi- 
tion  on  the  Inn,  with  the  view 
both  of  covering  Scharding  and 
Brannau,  where  confiderable  maga¬ 
zines 
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zines  had  been  eftablifhed,  and 
of  maintaining  the  communications 
with  the  Tyrol.  The  approach  of 
Beffieres  and  Maffena  compelled 
them  to  fall  back.  Maffena  paffed 
the  river  at  Paffau,  and  occupied 
Scharding,  re-eftablifhing  the 
bridges  over  the  Inn.  Beffieres 
croffed  at  Burghaufen,  on  the  28th. 
Oudinot  entered  Ried  on  the  ift  of 
May,  where  he  found  magazines 
and  ftores  of  every  kind.'  On  the 
following  day  Buonaparte  paffed 
through  the  fame  place,  on  his  way 
to  Lambach,  where  he  arrived  in 
the  afternoon.  On  the  3d  Maf¬ 
fena  reached  Lintz.  The  Arch¬ 
duke  Lewis,  and  Hiller,  were  be¬ 
fore  the  town,  with  about  35,000 
men,  but,  threatened  with  a  flank 
movement  from  Lafnes,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Eberfdorf.  Maffena,  who 
was  now  joined  by  the  corps  of 
Beffieres  and  Oudinot,  followed 
and  came  up  with  the  Auftrian 
rear-guard,  as  it  was  paffing  the 
Braun  at  that  place.  The  French 
charged,  drove  into  the  river  can¬ 
non,  waggons,  and  eight  or  900 
men,  and  took  about  3,000  in  the 
town.  General  Claparede,  with 
the  advanced  guard,  purfued ;  the 
Auftrians,  threatened  with  fupe- 
rior  numbers,  fet  Are  to  the  town, 
and  the  flames  reaching  the  bridge, 
Claparede’s  divifton  was  for  a  while 
cut  off.  The  Auftrian  general  ob- 
ferving  this,  advanced  three  tinies 
againft  it,  but  without  effedl ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  French  account, 
their  divifion,  only  7,000  ftrong, 
maintained  themfelves  for  three 
hours  againft  30,000  Auftrians,  till 
a  paffage  was  re-opened  over  the 
river,  when  reinforcements  were 
pufhed  acrofs,  and  the  Auftrians 
retreated  precipitately,  with  the 
lofs,  it  is  faid,  of  12,000  men. 


They  retreated  rapidly  upon  Enns* 
where  they  arrived  the  fame  even¬ 
ing,  burnt  the  bridge,  and  conti¬ 
nued  their  flight  on  the  road  to 
Vienna.  Two  thirds  of  what  re¬ 
mained  of  their  force  paffed  the 
Danube  at  Crems ;  the  remainder 
made  the  beft  of  their  way,  by 
forced  marches,  to  Vienna,  and 
endeavoured,  as  circumflances 
would  permit,  by  occupying  the 
fmall  iflands,  to  keep  up  the  com  ¬ 
munication  with  the  city,  and  the 
outlet  acrofs  the  bridges.  Buona¬ 
parte  flept  at  Enns  on  the  4th ;  on 
the  8th  his  head  quarters  were  at 
St.  Polten.  The  large  magazines 
which  were  every  where  difeover- 
ed,  facilitated  the  movements  of 
his  troops  ;  and  it  was  eftimated 
that,  fince  their  paffage  of  the  Inn, 
not  lefs  than  40,000  quintals  of 
powder,  400,000  rations  of  bif- 
cuits,  and  fome  hundred  thoufands 
of  rations  of  bread,  had  fallen  into 
their  hands.  On  the  loth,  at  nine 
in  the  morning,  he  appeared  before 
the  gates  of  Vienna,  at  the  fame 
hour,  on  the  fame  day,  and  pre- 
cifely  one  month  after  the  Auftrians 
had  commenced  the  campaign  by 
paffing  the  Inn. 

(( Vienna,”  fays  the  Auftrian 
account  of  this  campaign,  u  for¬ 
merly  an  important  fortrefs,  was 
in  vain  befteged  by  the  Turks,  and 
would  even  now,  from  the  folidity 
of  its  ramparts,  the  ftrong  profile 
of  its  works,  and  the  extenftve 
fyftem  of  its  mines,  be  capable  of 
making  a  protracted  refiftaace,  had 
not,  for  upwards  of  a  century 
back,  the  luxury  of  a  large  me¬ 
tropolis,  the  wants  of  eafe,  the 
conflux  of  all  the  magnates  of  the 
empire,  and  the  pomp  of  a  fplendid 
court,  totally  effaced  every  confi- 
deration  of  military  defence.  Pa¬ 
laces 
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laces  adorn  the  Ramparts ;  the  cafe- 
mates  and  ditches  are  converted 
into  the  work-fhops  of  iradefmen  ; 
plantations  mark  the  counterfcarps 
of  the  fortrefs,  and  the  glacis  is 
traverfed  by  avenues  of  trees.'  * 
The  population,  confifis  of  be¬ 
tween  250  and  300,000  inhabit¬ 
ants  ;  of  thefe,  not  above  one- 
foarth  are  contained  in  the  city, 
properly  fo  named;  which  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  baftion  and  counter- 
fcarp,  and  feparated  by  a  large  ef- 
planade  from  what  are  called  the 
fuburbs.  Thefe  compofe  by  far 
the  larger  part  of  the  town,  and 
are  covered  on  the  fide  of  the  coun¬ 
try  by  intrenchments.  No  oppo- 
fition  was  offered,  on  the  part  of 
the  fuburbs,  to  the  entrance  of  the 
French.  In  the  city,  however, 
fome  fhew  of  refinance  was  made 
by  the  Archduke  Maximilian, 
who,  a  few  days  before,  had 
thrown  himfelf  into  the  place  with 
ten  battalions  of  militia,  and  ten 
of  the  line,  and  announced  his 
determination  of  defending  it  to 
extremities.  Two  attempts  to 
open  a  parley  with  him  received 
no  other  reply  than  a  fire  from  the 
ramparts ;  and  Buonaparte  then 
proceeded  to  the  arm  of  the  Da¬ 
nube,  which  feparates  the  Prater 
from  the  city,  to  take  meafures 
for  effecting  his  purpofe  by  force. 
A  fmall  pavilion  on  the  left  bank 
was  occupied,  under  the  fire  of  fif¬ 
teen  pieces  of  artillery,  in  order 
to  cover  the  raifing  of  a  bridge, 
and  at  nine  in  the  evening  of  the 
Iith,  a  battery  of  twenty  mortars, 
at  100  fathoms  from  the  place, 
began  the  bombardment.  In  four 
hours  1,800  fhells  had  been  dif- 
charged.  The  archduke  having 
failed  in  an  attempt  to  retake  the 
pavilion,  and  perceiving  that  the 


enemy,  availing  himfelf  of  the 
numerous  craft  on  the  river,  had 
croffed  the  fmaller  branches,  and 
diflodging  the  troops  from  the 
neareft  iflands,  threatened  the  com¬ 
munication  with  the  left  bank,  he 
judged  that  further  refiftance 
would  only  entail  the  ufelefs  de¬ 
finition  of  the  city.  According, 
ly,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  he 
departed,  accompanied  by  the  re¬ 
gular  troops  of  the  garrifon,  along 
the  bridge  of  Tabor,  which  he 
then  demoliihed,  and  at  day-break 
it  was  announced  to  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  enemy,  that  a  depu¬ 
tation  was  about  to  be  fent  to 
their  emperor.  The  fame  day  a 
capitulation  was  agreed  to,  by  the 
terms  of  which  the  garrifon  were 
to  become  prifoners  of  war,  and 
the  inhabitants,  of  all  ranks,  were 
allured  of  protection  in  their  pro¬ 
perty  and  privileges.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  Napoleon  iffued  a  pro** 
clamation,  in  which,  after  ani¬ 
madverting  upon  the  conduCt  of 
the  Auftrian  princes,  and  congra¬ 
tulating  his  troops  on  their  fuc- 
celfes,  he  declared  that  he  took  the 
good  inhabitants  of  the  city  under 
his  fpecial  protection.  He  parti¬ 
cularly  admonhhed  the  foldiers  not 
to  be  proud  of  their  triumphs,  but 
to  be  good  to  the  poor  peafants, 
and  this  good  people,  who  had  fo 
many  rights  to  their  efteem.  To 
thofe  of  the  Auftrians,  who  felt  for 
the  dignity  of  their  country,  there 
rauft  have  been  fomething  inex- 
preflibly  galling  in  this  tone  of  in¬ 
citing  protection. 

The  add  refs  which,  two  days 
after,  was  iffued  to  the  people  of 
Hungary,  contained  fomething 
more  than  mere  inful c ;  it  feemed 
to  imply  a  fixed  refolution  on  the 
part  of  Napoleon,  to  difinember 
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the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  (i  Hungarians,’*  faid  he, 
€c  the  moment  for  recovering  your 
independence  is  arrived.  1  offer 
you  the  inviolability  of  your  terri¬ 
tory,  of  your  freedom,  and  of  your 
conftitution.  Your  conncdion  with 
Auftria  has  been  moft  unfortunate. 
For  that  connexion  your  blood  has 
often  flowed  in  diftant  lands,  and 
your  deareft  interefts  have  con- 
ftantly  been  facrificed  to  thofe  of 
the  hereditary  Auftrian  ftates. 
Refume  then  your  exiftence  as  a  na¬ 
tion.  Have  a  king  of  your  own 
chuflng,  who  (hall  govern  for  you 
only  ;  who  fhall  refide  in  the  midft 
of  you  j  who  fhall  be  furrounded 
only  by  your  own  citizens  and 
foldiers.  AfTemble  in  a  national 
diet,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
your  forefathers,  upon  the  plains 
of  Racos,  and  let  me  know  your 
dec^on.’*  To  the  countries  al¬ 
ready  in  the  occupation  of  his 
forces,  his  language  bore  an  import 
not  lefs  unequivocal.  He  iffued 
orders  for  the  immediate  difoand- 
ing  of  the  landwehr,  or  militia  ; 
and,  as  though  he  were  a  lawful 
fovereign,  relenting  towards  rebel¬ 
lious  fubjeds,  an  amnejry  was  pro- 
mifed  to  all  thofe  who  fnould  re¬ 
turn  to  their  homes  within  four¬ 
teen  days  ;  adding,  that,  if  the 
officers  did  not  return  within  the 
time  fpecified,  their  houfes  fhould 
be  burnt,  and  their  property  con- 
fifcated.  The  Auftrian  prifoners, 
belonging  to  provinces  already  in 
bis  ['ofleffion,  were  ordered  to  be 
incorporated  with  the  Bavarian 
armies,  and  compelled  to  march 
againft  their  fellow  fubjeds. 

Another  decree  was  iffued  on  the 
17th  of  May,  for  the  union  of  the 
papal  territories  with  the  French 
empire.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in 


this  inftrument  no*allufion  is  made 
to  the  decree  by  which,  in  the 
preceding  year,  he  had  incorpo¬ 
rated  the  fame  territories  with  his 
Italian  kingdom.  By  this  paper 
Rome  was  declared  a  free  and  im¬ 
perial  city  ;  the  monuments  of 
Roman  greatnefs  were  to  be  main¬ 
tained  at  the  expence  of  the  French 
treafury;  the  revenues  of  the  pope 
were  fixed  at  2,000,000  of  francs; 
his  property  and  palaces  were  to  be 
fubjed  to  no  vifitation,  or  jurif- 
didion,  and  were  to  enjoy  fpecial 
prerogatives.  An  extraordinary 
commiffion  was  appointed  to  carry 
into  effed  thefe  decrees,  and  a  pro¬ 
clamation  was  iffued,  on  the  i©th 
of  June,  in  which  the  Romans 
were  reminded  of  their  ancient 
greatnefs,  and  promifed  a  new  sera 
of  glory  and  profperity,  under  the 
beneficent  protection  of  Napoleon. 
On,  the  fame  day  the  pope  publiftu 
ed  his  proteft  againft  thefe  fpolia- 
tions.  (( We  rejed,’*  faid  the 
pontiff,  <(  with  the  firmeft  refolu- 
tion,  any  allowance  which  the  Em-  . 
peror  of  the  French  may  intend  to 
affign  us,  and  to  the  individuals 
compofing  our  college  ;  for  we 
fhould  all  cover  ourfelves  with 
ignominy  in  the  face  of  the  church, 
if  we  fuffered  our  fubfiftence  to 
depend  on  the  power  of  him  who 
ufurped  her  authority.  We  com¬ 
mit  ourfelves  entirely  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  affedion  of  the 
faithful,  and  fhall  be  contented 
pioufly  to  terminate  the  bitter 
courfe  of  our  forrowful  days. 
Adoring,  with  profound  humility, 
God’s  infcrutable  decrees,  we  in¬ 
voke  his  commiferation  on  our 
good  fubjeds ;  and  having,  in  this 
hardeft  of  trials,  done  what  our 
duties  required  of  us,  we  exhort 
them  to  preferve  always  inviolate 

the  is 
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theft*  religion  and  their  faith,  and 
unite  themfelves  with  us  in  conjur¬ 
ing,  with  fighs  and  tears,  the  fu- 
preme  Father  of  light,  that  he 
hi  ay  vouchfafe  to  change  the  bafe 
defigns  of  our  perfecutors.”  In 
another  decree,  iffued  at  the  fame 
time,  ct  By  the  authority  of  God 
Almighty,  and  of  St,  Peter  and 
St.  Paul/’  he  excommunicated  and 
anathematized  Napoleon,  Emperor 
of  the  French,  and  King  of  Italy, 
and  all  who  had  co-operated  with 
him  in  this  ad  of  violence,  de¬ 
claring  fhat  they  had  incurred  the 
greater  excommunication,  with  all 
the  confequent  cenfures  and  pe¬ 
nalties,  In  another  part,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  fpecially  provided, 
that  no  one  fhould,  “  on  occaiion 
of  thefe  letters,  or  by  any  pretext 
derived  from  them,  prefume  to 
hurt,  prejudice,  or  damage,  in  any 
matter  whatever,  the  perfons,  pro¬ 
perty,  rights,  or  prerogatives,  of 
the  parties  excommunicated. *’ 

In  other  quarters  the  Auflrian 
arms  had,  in  the  firfl  '  inilance, 
proved  fufficiently  fuccefsful.  On 
tli e  Polifh  frontier,  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand  entered  Warfaw,  and, 
April  13th,  a  few  days  after  the 
paffage  of  the  Tagliamento,  the 
forces,  under  the  Archduke  John, 
obtained,  near  Fontana,  a  deci- 
five  advantage  over  the  viceroy, 
Beauharnois,  by  which  the  French 
were  compelled  to  retireTeyond  the 
Piave,  with  the  lofs  of  fixteen  can¬ 
non,  three  eagles,  and  fome  thou¬ 
sands  of  prifoners.  The  difafiers 
in  Bavaria,  however,  made  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  recall  the  Auftrian  troops 
from  this  quarter.  On  the  30th 
they  began  their  retreat.  The 
French  followed,  and,  on  the  8th 
of  May,  brought  the  archduke 
to  an  action  on  the  Piave,  in  which 


he  fufFered  confiderable  lofs,  but 
continued  to  fall  back,  without 
interruption,  upon  Carinthia. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Tyrol,  the 
opening  of  the  campaign  had  been 
fignalized  by  fucceffes  more  inte- 
refling  in  their  nature,  and  more 
important  in  their  confequences- 
By  the  peace  of  Prefburgh,  in 
1806,  that  country  had  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Bavaria,  and  perhaps 
conftituted  the  mofi  painful  of  the 
facrifices  which  that  treaty  im- 
pofed  upon  the  houfe  of  Aufiria. 
But  to  the  Tyrolefe  themfelves 
this  change  was  a  fubjed  of  the 
deepefl  and  moil  bitter  indignation. 
This  people  had  always  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  by  an  inviola¬ 
ble  attachment  to  the  houfe  under 
which  it  had,  for  fo  many  centu¬ 
ries,  enjoyed  its  ancient  free  con- 
ftitution.  The  abrogation  of  this, 
together  with  every  other  of  their 
hereditary  privileges,  was  among 
the  firfl:  ads  of  the  Bavarian  £ o- 
vernment ;  the  whole  courfe  of 
which,  during  the  period  which 
elapfed,  till  the  revival  of  hofti- 
lities  in  1809,  was  marked  by  a 
feries  of  oppreflive  ads,  which 
roufed  to  the  highefl:  pitch  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  people,  who  only 
awaited  a  fitting  occafion  to  wreak 
a  terrible  vengeance  upon  the  heads 
of  their  tyrants.  The  renewal  of 
the  war  between  France  and  A ti fi¬ 
rm  afforded  them  the  opportunity 
fo  anxioufly  defined.  On  the  10th 
of  April,  the  day  on  which  the 
archduke  paffed  the  Inn,  a  firnul- 
taneous  rifing  took  place  in  every 
part  of  the  Tyrol.  At  the  head 
of  the  infurgents  appeared  Andrew 
Hoffer,  a  native  of  Sand,  in  the 
valley  of  Paffeyr,  who  had  emi¬ 
nently  diffinguilbed  hinnfelf  againft 
the  Bavarians  in  the  war  of  1  Sop, 
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3nd  been  rewarded  for  his  fervices 
with  the  order  of  Maria  Therefa. 
The  whole  plan  of  the  infurre&ion 
had  been  previoully  arranged  by 
him,  in  concert  with  two  friends, 
with  the  moll  perfect  (kill  and 
fecrefy  ;  and  it  was  as  boldly  and 
fuccefsfully  executed.  The  French 
and  Bavarians  were  every  where 
furprifed.  At  Stergingen,  at  In- 
fpruck,  at  Hall,  and  the  Convent 
of  St,  Charles,  they  were  compel¬ 
led  to  capitulate.  An  Auftrian 
force,  under  the  Marquis  de  Chaf- 
tellar,  had  been  difpatched  to  af- 
hft  the  riling  of  the  inhabitants, 
but  they  found,  on  their  arrival, 
that  the  work  was  already  accom- 
plifhed.  They  were  received,  how¬ 
ever,  with  enthufiafm  by  the  pea- 
fan  try,  of  all  ages  and  fexes,  who 
every  where  hajfened  forth  and 
welcomed  their  friends,  by  the 
found  of  bells,  mingled  with  the 
difcharge  of  artillery  and  muf- 
quetry,  and  the  joyous  acclama¬ 
tions  of  Long  live  the  Emperor 
Francis.’*  The  Auftrians  were 
deeply  affeCled  to  fee  gathering 
around  them,  men  of  extreme 
old  age,  and  boys  of  twelve  years, 
armed  with  whatever  had  fallen 
Into  their  hands,  and  estultingljr 
difplaying  the  trophies  they  had 
won  from  the  enemy.  Their  fuc- 
cefs  had  indeed  been  moft  deci- 
five:  of  27,000  French  and  Ba¬ 
varians  which  were  in  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  country,  it  is  faid 
that  the  whole  were  either  killed 
or  taken. 

Buonaparte  was  equally  alarmed 
and  enraged  by  the  intelligence  of 
thefe  events,  and  he  immediately 
availed  himfelf  of  his  victories  on 


the  Danube,  to  detach  fuch  a  force 
againfl  the  infurgents,  as  he  thought 
might  effectually  overpower  refin¬ 
ance.  Lefebvre,  with  a  Bavarian 
force  of  24,000  men,  marched 
through  Salzburg,  while  three 
other  divifions,  of  about  8,000 
each,  endeavoured  to  penetrate  on 
the  fides  of  Suabia,  Carinthia,  and 
Italy.  The  finaller  corps  were  re- 
pulfed,  and  driven  back;  but  the 
people  had  no  means  of  openly  re¬ 
filling  the  force  under  Lefebvre, 
who,  for  a  time,  bore  down  every 
thing  before  him.  Of  this  temporary 
fuperlority  he  availed  himfelf  to 
commit  upon  the  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  inhabitants,  barba¬ 
rities  the  moll  atrocious  and  re¬ 
volting,  with  the  purpofe,  no 
doubt,  of  Unking  a  terror  in¬ 
to  their  minds,  fuch  as  might 
effedually  reprefs  their  infurrec- 
nonary  movements  for  the  future. 
The  aClual  effeCt  of  his  maffacres 
was,  however,  the  reverfe  of  what 
he  anticipated ;  the  Tyrolefe  re¬ 
newed  their  hoftilities  with  re¬ 
doubled  vigour,  and  when  the 
events  near  Vienna  made  it  necef- 
fary  to  recall  him  to  the  Danube, 
he  was  glad  to  make  fuch  a  retreat 
as  he  could,  with  what  yet  re¬ 
mained  of  his  forces.  The  Tyro¬ 
lefe  then  again  recovered  the  pof- 
feffion  of  their  country,  and,  not 
content  with  this,  being  joined 
with  fome  thoufands  of  Auftrian 
prifoners  who  had  effeCled  their 
efcape,  they  made  excurfions  upon 
all  fides,  and  penetrated  into  Ba¬ 
varia,  Carinthia,  Italy,  and  Swit¬ 
zerland,  threatening  at  the  fame 
time  both  Munich  and  Verona. 
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FTER  the  battle  of  Eckmuhl, 
and  the  capture  of  Ratifbon, 
the  Auixrian  army,  which  had  been 
driven  acrofs  the  Danube,  took  up 
a  polition  near  Cham,  behind  the 
river  R.egen.  From  thence,  when 
the  enemy  began  his  march  down 
the  right  bank  of  the  Danube,  to¬ 
wards  Vienna,  the  archduke  broke 
up,  and  proceeding  by  Xleutfh  and 
Neumarkt,  arrived  on  the  3d  of 
May  at  Budweis,  in  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  effecting  a  junction  with 
the  left  wing  of  his  army  under 
Hiller,  which  he  trufted  would 
be  enabled  to  execute  the  paffage 
of  the  Danube  near  Lintz.  Hiller, 
however,  was  too  clofely  purfued, 
and  it  was  not  till  after  the  mur¬ 
derous  engagement  at  Eberfdorf, 
that  he  was  able  fo  far  to  get  the 
ftart  of  the  enemy  as  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  pufh  a  portion  of  his 
force  acrofs  the  liver  at  Stain* 
while  he  himfelf,  according  to  the 
inftruCtions  of  the  archduke,  haf- 
tened  on  with  the  remainder  to 
take  meafures  for  the  temporary 
defence  of  the  capital.  A  protract¬ 
ed  refinance  could  not,  from  the 
nature  of  the  pffce,  be  expeCied  ; 
it  was  merely  hoped  that  the  city 
might,  for  a  few  days,  ferve  as  a 
tcte  ae  pont,  to  cover  the  paffage 
of  the  river;  and,  in  faCt,  had  it 
been  able  to  hold  out  for  five  days, 
it  might  have  been  relieved.  The 
archduke  was  advancing  to  its  fuc- 
cour,  by  forced  inarches,  through 
Bohemia,  and  directed  all  his  ope¬ 
rations  with  the  view  of  gaining 
the  bridges  near  Vienna,  and  of 
making  a  laft  effort  to  fave  it  by 
a  battle  under  its  walls.  With 
this  purpofe  he  marched  by  New- 
polla  and  Horn,  upon  Stoekerau. 
At  Meiffau,  however,  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Na¬ 


poleon  before  Vienna  on  the  10th, 
and  of  the  fubfequent  capitulation  of 
the  town.  The  prince  gave  up  his 
immediate  intention  of  palling  the 
Danube,  for  which  he  had  no  longer 
the  fame  objeCl,  and,  to  give  his 
troops  fome  repofe  after  their 
marches,  he  collected  them  under 
the  hill  of  Bifamberg,  difpofing 
them  fo  as  they  might  befl  obferve 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
oppofe  any  attempt  on  his  part  to 
crofs  the  river.  The  chain  of  out- 
polls  extended  on  the  left  as  far  as 
the  Marchfield,  and  on  the  right  to 
Krems.  The  head  quarters  were  at 
Ebersdorf,  on  the  road  to  Brunn. 

Oppofite  Kaifers  Eberfdorf, 
a  village  about  ten  miles  be¬ 
low  Yienna,  and  to  which  Buona¬ 
parte  had  lately  transferred  his 
head  quarters,  the  courfe  of  the 
Danube  is  divided  by  two  iflands, 
of  which  the  fmaller  is  diflant 
about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred 
feet  from  the  right  bank,  and  is 
itfelf  feparated  from  the  greater 
ifland,  which  is  called  Lobau,  by 
a  channel  about  §00  feet  broad. 
This  laft  ifland,  which  is  fix  miles 
long  and  four  broad,  is  150  yards 
diftant  from  the  left  bank,  and  af¬ 
fords  an  excellent  pofition  for  the 
paffage  of  the  river,  as  it  at  the 
fame  time  covers  the  neceffary 
operations  for  forming  a  bridge 
acrofs  the  right  branch,  and 
offers,  -by  its  extent,  fo  many 
points  by  which  a  paffage  over  the 
channel  which  feparates  it  from  the 
left  bank  may  be  effected.  On  the 
1 8  th  Buonaparte  ordered  Lobau 
to  be  occupied  by  Molitor’s  divi- 
f  on,  and,  next  day  he  eftablifhed  a 
bridge  between  it  and  the  right 
bank.  On  the  20th  he  proceeded 
himfelf  to  the  ifland,  and  caufed  a 
feeond  bridge  to  be  thrown  over 
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the  third  branch  of  the  river. 
This,  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ft  ream,  was  eafily  effe&ed  in  three 
hours.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
and  of  the  following  morning,  fe- 
veral  diviftons  were  pafied  over, 
and  difpofed  under  direction  of 
Buonaparte,  who,  accompanied  by 
Lafnes  and  Maflena,  infpedied  the 
nature  of  the  pofition,  and  pofted 
his  right  and  left  in  the  villages  of 
Efsling  and  Afpern,  the  two  ftrft 
that  appear  after  eroding  the  Da¬ 
nube  on  this  point.  Every  thing 
indicated  a  determination  on  his 
part  to  bring  the  Auftrians  to  an 
immediate  engagement.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  archduke,  who  had 
attentively  obferved  thefe  move¬ 
ments  from  the  Bifam  Hill,  was 
equally  defirous  of  trying  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  battle.  He  made  no  at¬ 
tempt  to  oppofe  the  paftage  of  the 
French;  fome  flight  fkirmifhes 
took  place  with  their  advanced 
guard  on  the  the  20th,  after  which 
the  Auftrian  cavalry  were  ordered 
to  fail  back,  and  the  enemy  took 
up  his  pofition  without  molefta* 
tion.  The  pofition  itfelf  was  ftrong. 
The  large  villages  of  Afpern  and 
Efsling,  which  were  furrounded  by 
mounds  of  earth,  formed  as  it  were 
two  baftions,  between  which  a 
a  double  trench,  which  had  been 
dug  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  off 
water,  ferved  as  a  curtain ;  and 
both  villages  had  a  fafe  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  bufhy  ground  near 
the  river,  by  which  the  enemy 
could  always  defpatch  the  necefiary 
reinforcements. 

On  the  following  morning,  at 
day  break,  the  Auftrian  army  was 
put  under  arms,  and  formed  in  two 
lines,  on  the  riflng  ground  behind 
Gerarfdorf,  in  front  of  the  vaft 
plain  of  the  March  field.  The  at¬ 


tack  was  to  be  ordered  in  five  co¬ 
lumns  ;  the  firft  three,  confiding 
of  the  corps  of  Hiller,  Bellegarde, 
and  Hohenzollern  ;  the  fourth  and 
fifth  compofed  of  that  of  Rofem- 
berg.  The  chief  objeT  was  to 
carry  the  two  villages  of  Afpern 
and  Efsling,  and  then  drive  back 
the  enemy  over  the  firft  arms  of 
the  Danube,  deftroying  the  bridges 
he  had  thrown  over  them,  and 
occupying  the  banks  of  the  Lobau 
ifland  with  a  numerous  force  of 
artillery.  The  effe&ive  numbers 
of  the  Auftrian  army  amounted  to 
75,000  men,  with  288  pieces  of 
cannon. 

At  twelve  o’clock  precifeiy  the 
columns  began  ro  put  themfelves 
in  motion.  The  day  was  fingu- 
larly  fine,  and  the  mo  ft  ardent  en- 
thufiafm  pervaded  the  troops,  who 
moved  forward  finging  war  fongs, 
accompanied  with  Turkifti  mufic, 
and  filling  the  air  with  acclama¬ 
tions  of  “  Long  live  the  emperor! 
Long  live  the  Archduke  Charles !’* 

The  attack  commenced  on  the 
right,  where  the  firft  column  ad¬ 
vanced  along  the  banks  of  the  Da¬ 
nube,  between  Spitz  and  Leopol- 
dau,  upon  Afpern,  before  which 
the  enemy  was  moft  ftrongly  poft¬ 
ed,  in  large  diviftons,  his  right 
covered  with  a  battery,  and  his 
left  by  a  large  and  deep  ditch  ;  the 
Auftrians  advanced  however,  form¬ 
ed,  and  charging  with  the  bayonet, 
drove  him  back  into  Afpern,  arid 
took  the  village.  Reinforcements 
arriving,  the  French  regained  the 
village;  were  again  driven  Tom 
it,  and  a  fecond  time  recovered  it. 
Both  parties,  aware  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  point,  exerted  every 
effort  to  remain  mafters  of  it,  and 
engaged  each  other  in  every  houfe, 
in  every  ftreet,  and  every  barn, 
[O  2]  which 
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which  were  alternately  gained  and 
loft,  as  the  fortune  of  the  conflict 
varied.  In  the  meanwhile  the  fe- 
cond  column  advanced,  and  difco- 
vering  from  the  heights  by  Hirfch- 
ftetten  the  pofition  of  the  enemy, 
detached  the  brigade  Velfey  againft 
Efsling,  and  the  brigade  Winzin- 
gerode  againft  Afpern,  while  it  de¬ 
ployed  in  front,  and  advanced, 
leaving  Afpern  to  the  right  of  it. 
The  attack  of  Winzingerode  on 
that  place,  however,  was  repulfed, 
and  as  it  was  found  that  an  attack 
upon  the  front  alone  was  hardly 
advifable,  a  difpofition  was  made, 
by  which  a  portion  of  the  column 
was  ordered  to  fupport  the  attack. 
The  regiment  of  Reufs  Plauen 
advanced  upon  the  place,  but  lofing 
its  commander,  was  driven  back 
in  diforder.  Bellegarde  then  or- 
dered  General  Bacquant  to  move 
forward  with  his  divifion,  and  carry 
the  village  at  all  hazards.  To 
fmftrate  this  attack,  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  the  main  army  with 
columns  of  infantry,  fupported  by 
cavalry  ;  they  were  received  with 
a  well  direded  fire,  which  followed 
by  a  charge,  compelled  them  to 
retreat  in  confufion,  and  in  the 
mean  timeBacquant  finallyfucceeded 
in  ftorming  the  village,  which,  after 
a  conflict  of  feven  hours,  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians. 

The  third  column  had  moved  by 
Breitenlee,  and  about  three  o’clock 
had  fallen  in  with  the  left  wing  of 
the  enemy,  confifting  chiefly  of  ca¬ 
valry.  The  firft  line  advanced 
refolutely  in  clofe  columns  of  bat¬ 
talions,  but  the  French  horre 
charged  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that 
there  was  fcarcely  time  to  fave  the 
artillery  which  had  been  brought 
up ;  the  enemy  turned  the  bat¬ 
talions  on  both  wings,  penetrated 
$  8 


between  them,  and  even  fummoned 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The 
Aufirians  however  flood  firm,  and 
after  a  defperate  ftruggle  fucceeded 
in  repelling  him. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  columns 
advanced  upon  Efslingen.  The 
enemy  were  driven  into  the  vil¬ 
lage,  but  the  attempts  todifpoffefs 
.them  of  it  were  ineffectual — two 
fucceffive  attacks  were  made,  but 
Buonaparte  felt  that  the  fafety  of 
his  army  depended  upon  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  this  place,  which  alone 
fecured  his  retreat.  Frefh  rein¬ 
forcements  were  continually  poured 
into  it,  and,  upon  the  approach  of 
night,  the  Auftrians  were  con- 
ftrained  to  abandon  the  attempt. 
Upon  every  other  point  they  had 
been  fuccefsful,  and  Afpern  re¬ 
mained  in  their  hands.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  day  the  enemy  at¬ 
tempted  fome  charges  of  cavalry, 
but  was  uniformly  repulfed,  with 
daughter,  by  Prince  Lichtenftein. 
The  approach  of  night  fufpended 
any  further  movements.  The  Auf. 
trians  palled  the  night  under  arms 
on  the  field. 

Both  fides  availed  themfelves  of 
the  little  time  that  remained  to 
make  preparation  for  the  approach¬ 
ing  day,  when  the  conflid  would 
be  equally  cbftinate,  and  probably 
more  decifive.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  night  Buonaparte  called  in  all 
the  difpofable  force  he  could  col¬ 
led  from  Vienna,  and  the  Upper 
Danube,  and  they  were  carried  in 
barges  acrofs  the  Danube  as  faft  as 
they  arrived  ;  the  archduke,  on  his 
part,  ordered  the  grenadier  corps 
to  advance  from  Gerarfdorf.  In 
the  morning  the  enemy  began  by 
vehemently  renewing  the  attack 
upon  Afpern ;  the  Auftrian  troops 
ftationed  there,  exhaufted  by-  the 
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inceflant  fire  which  had  been  kept 
up  during  the  night,  were  unable 
to  withftand  the  affault,  and  fora 
time  Maflena  became  mafter  of  the 
place.  The  Auftrians,  however, 
returned  almoft  immediately  to  the 
affault ;  and  the  regiment  of  Kle- 
beck  fucceeded  in  penetrating  into 
the  village,  which  was  now  fet  on 
fire  on  all  fides.  After  a  conflict 
of  an  hour  they  were  again  driven 
back.  The  regiment  of  Benjow- 
Iky  ru died  in,  and  once  more  gain, 
ed  the  church. yard,  of  which  Hil¬ 
ler  immediately  ordered  the  walls 
to  be  pulled  down,  and  the  church 
fet  on  fire.  Some  battalions  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fupport  this  regiment, 
which  was  at  length  enabled  to 
maintain  itfelf  in  the  entrance  of 
the  place. 

Early  in  the  courfe  of  this  con- 
flidt,  Bellegarde  was  about  to 
throw  fome  fuccours  into  the  vil« 
lage,  when  he  obferved  that  the 
enemy,  in  heavy  columns  of  In¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry,  fupported  by 
artillery,  were  about  to  advance  to 
the  centre  of  the  corps  on  the 
plain.  According  to  the  French 
account,  Buonaparte  obferving  that 
the  Auftrian  general  had  a  very 
wide  fpace  between  his  right  and 
left  wing,  determined  to  penetrate 
his  centre.  Lafnes  led  the  attack. 
In  a  moment,  fays  the  bulletin, 
every  thing  was  borne  down  before 
him  ;  three  columns  of  infantry 
were  charged,  and  cut  down  by  the 
cuirafliers  :  the  Auftrian  army  was 
on  the  point  of  being  deftroyed, 
when  news  was  brought  to  the 
emperor,  that  by  the  fudden  fwell- 
ing  of  the  Danube  large  maffes  of 
wood,  which  had  lately  been  fell¬ 
ed,  and  left  on  the  banks,  were 
floated  down  the  river,  and  by  the 
Impulfe  of  their  weight  had  car¬ 
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ried  away  the  centre  bridge  be¬ 
tween  the  fmaller  ifland  and  that 
of  Lobau,  By  this  accident  the 
parks  of  artillery,  containing  the 
artillery  and  infantry  cartridges, 
which  were  at  that  moment  ad¬ 
vancing,  were  detained  on  the 
right  bank,  together  with  great 
part  of  the  heavy  cavalry,  and  the 
whole  corps  of  Davouft.  It  be¬ 
came  impoffible  to  take  advantage, 
by  a  forward  movement,  of  thedif. 
order  into  which  the  Auftrian  line 
had  been  thrown,  left  they  fhould 
exhauft  the  ammunition  which  re¬ 
mained  to  them,  and  which  it  was 
neceflary  to  referve  againft  the  oc¬ 
currence  of  any  unforefeen  event. 
Lafnes  was  ordered  to  ftop  and 
take  up  a  pofition,  his  left  wing 
refting  on  a  curtain  work,  which 
Maflena  covered,  and  his  right  at 
Efsling.  The  Auftrians,  perceiv¬ 
ed  the  flackening  of  the  French 
fire,  and  the  concentrating  move¬ 
ment  of  their  army ;  they  foon 
became  aware  of  the  accident 
which  occafioned  It,  and,  anxious  to 
avail  themfelves  of  it,  continued, 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  fevera 
at  night,  to  make  moft  defperate 
exertions,  fupported  by  300  pieces 
of  cannon,  but  invariably  without 
effedf.  Thrice  did  the  archduke 
attack  the  two  villages,  and  thrice 
left  them  filled  with  his  dead.  At 
length,  in  the  evening,  he  returned 
to  his  original  pofition,  and  the 
French  remained  mafters  of  the 
field. 

Such  is  the  French  account  of 
this  tremendous  conflidl,  which 
differs  materially  from  the  more 
probable  ftatement  contained  in  the 
Auftrian  bulletins.  The  import¬ 
ant  circumftance  of  the  breaking 
of  the  bridges  is  there  attributed 
to  the  fire-fhips  which  the  arch- 
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duke  had  caufed  to  defcend  the 
river  for  that  exprefs  purpofe  ;  and 
fo  far  from  that  event  having  in¬ 
duced  Napoleon  to  forbear  any 
further  ofFenfive  movements,  they 
contend,  on  the  authority  of  pri- 
foners,  that  he  rode  through  the 
ranks,  made  his  foldiers  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  deftruCtion  of  the 
bridge,  and  told  them  that  hehim- 
feif  had  ordered  it,  wish  the  view 
of  allowing  them  no  other  choice 
but  that  of  victory  or  death.  It 
is  added,  that  he  then  gave  imme¬ 
diate  orders  that  the  whole  French 
line  fhould  put  itfelf  in  motion  ; 
making  its  p  incipal  attack  on  the 
point  where  Lichtenftein’s  cavalry 
communicated  with  the  left  wing 
of  the  corps  of  Hohenzollern.  The 
action  became  general,  and  was 
maintained,  on  both  fides,  with 
the  moll  obftinate  valour.  The 
generals  every  where  put  them- 
felves  at  the  head  of  their  divifions. 
The  archduke  himfelf  feized  the 
colours  of  Zach,  and  led  the  bat¬ 
talion,  which  had  begun  to  waver, 
back  with  redoubled  ardour  to  the 
con  tell.  The  Auftrians  at  length 
prevailed.  Tlie  enemy  was  beaten 
on  all  points,  and  compelled  to 
abandon  the  held  of  battle.  He 
ft  ill,  however,  maintained  the  pof- 
feftion  of  Efsling,  which  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  had  been  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  raoft  defperate  and  fan- 
guinary  conflict.  The  corps  of 
Prince  Rofemberg  on  this,  as  on 
the  preceding  day,  directed  their 
efforts  upon  this  point  with  the 
fame  valour,  and  the  fame  fuccefs. 
The  French  felt  ftrongly  that  their 
exiftence  depended  upon  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  this  point,  without  which 
their  retreat,  which  they  now  faw 
to  be  necefiary,  would  be  imprac¬ 


ticable.  Here  therefore  they  concen¬ 
tered  all  their  means  of  refiftance, 
and  Rofemberg  was  finally  compel¬ 
led  to  deftft.  The  afiaults  ordered 
by  the  archduke  himfelf,  upon  the 
fame  village,  were  equally  ineffec¬ 
tual  ;  the  troops  ruihed  five  times 
to  the  attack,  and  were  as  often 
driven  back.  They  volunteered 
to  make  a  fixth  attempt,  but  the 
archduke,  feeing  the  enemy  in  full 
retreat,  refufted  to  permit  it.  Dark- 
nefs  clofed  the  fight.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  fame  night  the  French  ef¬ 
fected  their  retreat  to  the  Ifland  of 
Lobau,  evacuating  Efsling,  and 
every  other  point  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  mod  ob~ 
fti-nate  and  fanguinary  contefts  re¬ 
corded  in  hiftory.  The  lofs  on 
both  Tides  was  enormous.  That 
of  the  Auftrians  amounted  to  87 
fuperior  officers,  4,199  fubaltern 
and  privates  killed,  and  663  offi¬ 
cers,  and  15,631  fubaltern  and 
privates  wounded ;  in  all  nearly 
21,000.  The  lofs  of  the  French 
muft  neceflarily  have  been  much 
greater  :  according  to  their  own 
account,  the  Auftrians  difcharged 
againft  them  40,000  balls,  while 
they,  deprived  of  their  parks,  were 
obliged  to  referve  their  ammuni¬ 
tion.  The  Auftrian  official  narra¬ 
tive  ftates,  that  7,000  French  were 
buried  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
above  5,300  wounded  left  in  their 
hands  ;  that  at  one  time  there  were 
29,773  wounded  in  Vienna  and  its 
fuburbs,  and  that  feveral  hundred 
corpfes  were  floated  down  the  Da¬ 
nube,  and  daily  thrown  upon  its 
fhores  ;  2,300  only  were  taken. 

Among  the  enemy’s  killed  was 
Lafnes,  Duke  of  Montebello,  a 
favourite  officer  of  Buonaparte’s, 

who 
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who  is  defcribed  in  the  bulletin  as 
being  ftrongly  a  fie  (fled  by  his 
death. 

This  was  the  firft  reverie  which 
Napoleon  had  experienced  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  exultation  of  the 
vigors  was  proportionately  great. 
The  charm  of  his  invincibility,  it 
was  faid,  was  at  length  deftroyed ; 
and  new  hopes  would  begin  to  ani¬ 
mate  opprelTed  nations  j  this  con- 
flid,  which  would  ever  be  memo¬ 
rable  in  the  annals  of  the  world, 
was  deciiive  for  the  Morv  of  the 

.  O  y 

Auftrian  arms,  the  prefervation  of 
the  monarchy,  and  the  corredion 
of  public  opinion'.  The  emperor 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother,  ex- 
preifed  in  terms  of  the  moil  ardent 
gratitude  towards  the  general  and 
the  army,  which  had  achieved  fo 
important  a  fuccefs.  ({  It  was  re¬ 
ferred  for  you,  the  brother  of  my 
heart,’  *  faid  the  emperor,  ft  the 
chief  fupport  of  my  throne,  to  in¬ 
terrupt,  for  the  firft  time  thefe 
fifteen  years,  the  good  fortune  of 
the  adverfarv.  You  are  the  faviour 
of  the  country,  which,  as  well  as 
the  monarch,  will  eternally  thank 
and  blefs  you/’ 

Thefe  praifes  were  well  deferred. 
The  immediate  military  confe- 
quences  of  the  day,  however, 
fcarcely  anfwered  the  general  ex- 
pedation.  The  progrefs  of  the 
enemy  had  indeed  been  effedually 
ar refled,  and  he  had  been  driven 
with  immenfe  Daughter  from  the 
left  bank  of  the  Danube ;  but  his 
retreat  had  been  elfeded  with  An¬ 
gular  fkill  and  courage,  and  in  per- 
fed  order,  under  circumDances  of 
the  utmoft  difliculy,  with  the  lofs 
of  few  prifoners,  and  but  three 
cannon.  He  Dill  retained  the  ifiands 
in  the  river ;  and  a  long  period  of 
i'nadion  which  enfued,  was  afiidu„ 
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ou fly  employed  by  him  in  the  re- 
Dora  t  ion  of  the  bridges,  the 
D lengthening  of  his  polition  in 
Lobau,  and  the  reinforcement  and 
concentering  of  his  armies.  The 
archduke  has  been  blamed  for  not 
having  availed  himfelf  of  his  ad¬ 
vantages,  by  .immediately  attack¬ 
ing  the  enemy  while  cooped  up  in 
this  ifiand  ;  and  it  has  been  truly 
faid,  that  fuccefs  here  would  have 
infured  the  utter  deDrudion  of  the 
French  army.  But  this  very  cir- 
cumilance,  in  their  pofition,  would 
necefiarily  have  compelled  them  to 
the  exertion  of  a  raoft  defperate 
refiftance.  The  pofition  itfelf  was 
Drong.  The  icfs  of  the  Auftrian 
army  in  the  battle  had  not,  per¬ 
haps,  in  proportion  to  their  num¬ 
bers  and  refources,  been  very  much 
inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
whofe  defeat,  it  muft  alfo  be  ob- 
ferved,  had  been  accompanied  by 
none  of  thofe  fymptoms  of  rout 
and  diforder,  which,  by  impairing 
the  moral  fpirit  of  an  army,  fo 
frequently  renders  it  unavailable 
for  immediate  operations.  Under 
thefe  circumDances,  we  are  dif- 
pofed  to  think  that  a  dired  attack 
upon  Lobau  would  fcarcely  have 
been  fucccfsfuh  Bur, whatever  might 
have  been  the  event  of  an  imme¬ 
diate  attempt,  in  a  fhort  time  the 
exertions  of  the  enemy  had  made  it 
impradicable.  Works  were  thrown 
up  on  the  ifiand,  ftich  as  to  con¬ 
vert  it  into  a  regular  fortrefs,  to 
be  approached  only  by  trenches,  and 
was  lined  with  cannons  of  thirty 
and  fixty  pound  calibre,  and  ten 
inch  mortars.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  archduke  contented  himfelf 
with  Drengthening,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  his  own  pofition  on 
the  left  bank.  For  a  fpace  of 
nearly  feven  weeks  either  party 
[O  4]  forbore 
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^orbore  any  movements  of  attack, 
confining  their  exertions  to  the 
preparing  and  completion  of  their 
means  for  another  conflict,  which 
it  was  expe&ed  would  be  decifive. 

The  military  events  which  took 
place  on  other  points,  though  not 
of  effential  importance,  deferve  no¬ 
tice.  The  Archduke  Ferdinand  had 
been  recalled  to  the  Danube,  in 
confequence  of  the  battle  of  Eck- 
muhl.  He  did  not  begin  his  retreat, 
however,  till  the  20th  of  May, 
when  he  retired  from  Culm  and 
Thorn,  upon  the  Silefian  frontier, 
and  foon  after  evacuated  Warfaw. 
In  the  meanwhile  Ruflia  announced, 
in  an  official  manifefto,  that  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  her  treaties  with  F ranee, 
file  was  about  to  take  a  part  in  the 
war  againft  Auftria,  and  a  confider- 
able  Ruffian  force,  under  Prince  Gal- 
litzin,  was  put  in  motion  againft 
Gallicia.  The  army  of  Italy,  un« 
der  the  Archduke  John,  continued 
to  retreat  upon  Hungary,  through 
Carinthja  and  Styria,  clofely  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  French,  under  Beau- 
harnois,  who  proceeding  by  Bruck, 
Neuftadt,  and  Adenberg,  at  length 
came  up  with  the  Auftrians  ftrongly 
polled  near  Raab.  On  the  1 4th  of 
June  an  a&ion  took  place,  which 
compelled  the  archduke  to  retreat 
upon  Comorn.  The  French  and 
Auftrian  bulletins,  however,  differ 
effentially,  both  in  their  accounts 
of  the  numbers  engaged  on  either 
fide  on  this  occafion,  and  of  the 
Ioffes  refpe&ively  fuftained. 

In  the  Tyrol,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  intimated,  the  recal  of  Le- 
febvre  to  Vienna,  fubfequent  to 
the  battles  of  the  21ft  and  2  2d  of 
May,  was  the  lignal  for  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  infurredlion  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  that  diftrift,  the 
military  poffeffion  of  which  was 


inftantly  recovered  by  the  inhabit¬ 
ants. 

In  the  north  of  Germany  fome 
events  had  taken  place,  which 
merit  particular  mention,  lefs 
from  their  impoitance,  in  a  mili¬ 
tary  point  of  view,  than  their 
connexion  with  the  ftate  of  po¬ 
pular  feeling,  in  thofe  parts.  In 
whatever  degree  the  French  ruler 
might  have  fucceeded  in  bribing 
fome  of  the  vaffal  courts  of  his 
Rhenilh  league,  to  a  co-operation 
in  his  machinations  for  the  fubju- 
gation  of  Germany  and  of  Europe, 
the  German  people  themfelves 
could  not  but  be  deeply  and 
keenly  fenfible  of  the  oppreffion 
and  degradation  of  their  political 
exiftence :  more  efpecially  muft 
this  fentiment  have  prevailed  in 
the  northern  circles,  which  were, 
by  far,  the  moft  enlightened  ;  and 
which,  as  in  Pruffia,  Hanover,  and 
Heffe,  had  been  particularly  fub- 
je<5ted  to  the  arbitary  difpofitions, 
and  oppreffive  caprice  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  tyrant.  The  exiftence  of 
this  fentiment  was  well  known. 
It  is  repeatedly  appealed  to  in 
the  proclamations,  which  were  ifi- 
fued  by  Auftria  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war,  and  Buonaparte 
himfelf,  by  occafional  allufions,  in 
his  public  papers  and  bulletins, 
feems  to  have  been  fully  aware  of 
its  nature,  and  of  the  extent  of 
its  diffufion.  What,  if  any,  mea- 
fures  had  been  concerted  by  Auf¬ 
tria,  to  take  advantage  of  this 
difpofition,  does  not  appear  to  be 
known.  If  any  fuch  were  taken, 
the  difafters  which  befel  her 
armies  in  the  firft  week  of  the 
campaign,  had  probably  repreffed 
their  execution.  It  is,  perhaps, 
to  be  regretted,  that  our  own 
government  did  not  more  imme¬ 
diately 
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diately  direct  its  attention  to  this 
point. 

An  appeal,  however,  was  made 
to  this  prefumed  difcontent  among 
the  people,  and  under  circum- 
ftances  {efficiently  remarkable. 
An  officer,  in  the  Pruffian  fervice, 
of  the  name  of  Schill,  had  par¬ 
ticularly  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  by 
his  individual  gallantry,  in  the 
war  of  1806;  he  was  in  confe- 
quence  promoted  to  the  command 
of  a  regiment,  and,  amid  the 
general  indignation  at  the  cow¬ 
ardice  and  imbecility  of  fo  many 
of  his  companions,  became  the 
favourite  hero  with  the  people. 
This  man  conceived  the  fcheme 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  humilia¬ 
tion  and  oppreffion  of  his  country, 
by  a  general  infurreftion  of  the 
German  nation.  On  the  1 6th  of 
April  he  led  out  his  regiment  a 
fhort  diftance  from  Berlin,  com¬ 
municated  to  them  his  defign,  and 
called  upon  them  to  follow  him. 
Nearly  400  obeyed.  He  led  them 
dire&ly  into  Saxony,  fcattering 
proclamations  wherever  he  went, 
and  was  foon  joined  by  confider- 
able  numbers,  from  all  parts,  and 
of  every  defcription.  Of  the  de¬ 
tails  of  his  fubfequent  operations 
we  are  but  imperfectly  informed. 
Buonaparte  immediately  took  mea- 
fures  for  crufhing  the  danger 
which  he  felt  to  menace  him,  be¬ 
fore  it  fhould  become  too  formid¬ 
able.  Troops  from  all  parts  of 
the  confederation,  from  Holland, 
and  from  Denmark,  were  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  to  march  againft 
the  heroic  Pruffian,  who,  being 
difavowed  by  his  government,  was 
defignated  in  the  French  procla¬ 
mation,  as  a  fpecies  of  land-pirate, 
and  a  price  was  fet  upon  his  head. 
For  fome  time  he  baffled  all  his 


[217 

enemies ;  entering  Deffau,  Vit- 
temberg,  Halle,  Halberftadt,  and 
nearly  all  the  principal  towns  of 
Lower  Saxony,  carrying  off  the 
government-money  and  property, 
and  fupplying  himfelf  with  ammu¬ 
nition  from  their  magazines.  From 
Saxony  he  proceeded  to  fpread 
alarm  through  the  new  kingdom 
of  Weftphalia,  as  far  as  Luneburg, 
where  he  pulled  down  the  French 
arms,  and  replaced  them  by  thofe 
of  Great  Britain.  He  then 
croffed  the  Elbe,  marched  through 
the  Mecklenburg  territory,  by 
Wifmar  and  Roftock,  where  he 
embarked  his  Tick,  to  Stralfund, 
of  which  place  he  made  himfelf 
mailer,  after  defeating  a  confider. 
able  body  of  Mecklenburgers  that 
oppofed  him.  The  place  was 
open,  having  been  totally  dis¬ 
mantled  by  the  French.  Schill, 
however,  took  every  meafure  for 
his  defence.  His  numbers  con- 
fifted  here  of  about  five  or  fix 
thoufand.  A  large  force,  confifting 
chiefly  of  Dutch  and  Danes,  came 
before  the  town  on  the  31ft.  An 
affault  was  given.  Schill  and  his 
followers  fought  with  defperation  ; 
but  his  death,  and  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  numbers  of  the  affailants,  ren¬ 
dered  further  refiftance  impoffible. 
The  greater  part  of  his  force  was 
either  killed,  or  taken  wounded. 
Some  efcaped  to  Rugen,  but  were 
afterwards  feized.  Of  the  officers 
who  were  taken,  the  whole  were 
fliot  by  order  of  Buonaparte.  Thus 
terminated  this  ill-fated,  but  he¬ 
roic  enterprize. 

An  attempt,  of  a  nature  not 
altogether  diffimilar,  was  about  to 
be  made  by  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick.  Previous  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoftilities,  this  prince  had 
agreed  with  the  Austrian  govern¬ 
ment 
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ment  to  raife,  at  his  own  expence, 
a  force  of  a  thoufand  foot,  and  of 
an  equal  number  of  horfe,  and  the 
emperor  engaged  to  fupport  him 
as  an  independent  prince  and  ally. 
Circumkances  retarded  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  troops,  and  he  was 
not  able  to  take  the  field  before 
the  capitulation  of  Vienna,  He 
then  took  tip  a  pofition  on  the 
Saxon  frontier  of  Bohemia,  near 
Newftadt.  His  intentions  had 
been  to  forbear  any  hoftilities 
againft  the  Saxons,  butanaggreflion 
on  the  part  of  a  Saxon  corps,  un¬ 
der  Colonel  Thielmah,  compelled 
him  to  adopt  other  meafures.  He 
entered  Saxonv,  and  made  hiinfelf 
maker  of  Zittau.  Soon  after,  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  the  Aukrian  Gene¬ 
ral,  Amende,  he  fucceeded,  by  an 
able  movement,  in  furprizing  and 
making  himfelf  maker  of  Drefden. 
Thielman  made  an  attempt  to  re¬ 
cover  the  city,  in  which  he  was 
completely  defeated.  Brunfwick 
foon  after  entered  Leipzig,  and 
gained  fome  additional  fuccefles 
over  the  Saxons,  which  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  decikve,  but 
for  the  obkinate  imbecility  of  the 
Aukrian  general,  who  retarded  and 
thwarted  the  whole  fcheme  of  his 
operations.  Thielman  was  thus 
permitted  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  Wekphalian  troops,  under  Je¬ 
rome  Buonaparte,  and  Amende 
then  infiked  upon  retiring  to  Leip¬ 
zig. 

The  Duke,  however,  was  foon 
delivered  from  this  incapable  col¬ 
league.  General  Kienmayer  was 
appointed  to  the  command  in  this 
quarter,  and  in  conjundion  with 
him,  Brunfwick,  whofe  force  had 
been  conkderably  augmented  in 
Saxony,  quickly  obtained  the  af. 
eendancy,  notwithkanding  the  fu- 


perior  numbers  of  the  enemy.  By 
a  vidory  over  a  confiderable  corps, 
commanded  by  Junot,  Bayreuth 
was  recovered,  and  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  Franconia  occupied  by 
the  Aukrians.  Their  operations 
againk  King  Jerome  were  equally 
fuccefsful.  The  Wekphalian  mo¬ 
narch  was  driven  back  upon  Er- 
furth,  leaving  the  allies  makers  of 
the  provinces  of  the  Upper  Mayn 
and  Middle  Elbe,  and  a  feries  of 
fuccekes,  kill  more  fplendid,  pro¬ 
bably  awaited  their  arrival  in  the 
Wekphalian  kates,  when  their  ca¬ 
reer  was  arreked  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  events  which  had 
taken  place  on  the  Danube. 

In  the  bulletin,  which  contained 
his  account  of  ,  the  battles  of  Af» 
pern,  Buonaparte  had  announced 
his  intention  of  undertaking  no¬ 
thing  further,  until  the  bridges  on 
the  Danube  were  replaced,  and 
completely  fecured  2gaink  every 
fpecies  of  accident,  or  ^attack. 
The  enormous  Ioffes  which  he  had 
fukained  in  the  late  engagement, 
no  doubt,  contributed  equally  to 
this  refolution,  and  he  made  every 
exertion  to  replace  them.  Le- 
febvre  and  the  Bavarians  were  re¬ 
called,  by  forced  marches,  from 
the  Tyrol.  Bernadotte  and  Van- 
damme  arrived  from  the  Upper 
Danube,  and  the  Italian  army,  un¬ 
der  Beauharnols,  which  had  taken 
Raab,  foon  after  effedked  its  junc¬ 
tion.  In  the  meanwhile  his  at¬ 
tention  was  wholly  diredked  to 
the  fecuring  of  the  paffage  of  the 
Danube.  Marine  engineers  were 
fummoned  for  the  purpofe  from 
Boulogne ;  and  feven  machines 
were  employed  for  the  purpofe  of 
driving  in  the  piles.  The  works 
were  carried  on  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  General  Bertrand,  and 
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within  little  more  than  three 
weeks  were  almoft  completed. 
Over  a  breadth  of  400  fathoms 
a  bridge  was  thrown,  built  on 
fixty  arches,  on  which  three  car¬ 
riages  could  pafs  abreail.  A  fe- 
cond  bridge,  upon  piles,  eight 
feet  broad,  was  built  for  the  in¬ 
fantry.  Below  thefe  was  a  bridge 
of  boats,  and  the  paffage  of  the 
river  might  thus  be  effected  in 
three  columns.  The  bridges  them- 
felves  were  effectually  fecured  from 
all  injury  by  ftoccadoes,  raifed 
in  different  parts  of  the  river, 
and  further  protected  by  bridge¬ 
heads,  in  the  Lobau  iiland,  each 
1600  fathoms  in  extent,  and  form¬ 
ed  of  redoubts.  One  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon  and  twenty  mortars 
were  placed  in  the  iiland  ;  and  the 
bulletin  of  the  3rd  of  July  ob- 
ferved,  that  iS  now  the  bridges 
were  completed,  the  fate  of  the 
Aultrian  monarchy  would  be  de¬ 
cided  in  a  ftngie  battle.* * 

On  his  fide,  the  archduke  had 
been  anxiouily  and  unremittingly 
taking  meafures  for  the  approach 
of  this  momentous  conflift.  The 
referves  had  been  brought  up  for 
the  reinforcement  of  the  army, 
which  was  further  recruited  by 
levies  in  Moravia  and  Hunga¬ 
ry  ;  the  cavalry  was  remounted, 
and  the  draughts  of  artillery  tri¬ 
pled  by  requilitions  of  horfes  and 
carriages.  Every  method  had 
been  employed  for  the  (Lengthen¬ 
ing  of  their  pofition  near  the  Da¬ 
nube.  The  villages  of  Afpern, 
Efsling,  and  Enzerfdorf,  and  the 
intervals  between  them,  were 
covered  with  redoubts,  fortified 
with  pallifades  and  frizes,  and 
briftled  with  battering  cannon, 
flrawn  from  the  neighbouring  for- 
treffes.  Behind  thefe  works  were 
polled  the  Auftrian  army  ;  the 
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right  wing  defended  by  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Afpern,  the  left  by  that 
of  Enzerfdorf. 

To  offer  a  dire<T  attack  upon 
a  line  of  defence  thus  elaborately 
conilru&ed,  and  backed  by  an 
army  fo  powerful,  feemed  hardly 
to  be  confident  with  the  ordinary 
didates  of  military  prudence  ;  and 
it  was  generally  expeCted,  that 
Buonaparte  would  have  thrown 
acrofs  fome  frefh.  bridges  lower 
down  the  Danube,  and  thus  com¬ 
pelled  the  Archduke  to  meet  him 
on  another  field  of  battle  than  that 
which  had  been  fo  induftriouily 
prepared.  But  he  dreaded  to 
truft  his  fate  once  more  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  bridges,  thus  hafiily 
thrown  over  for  the  occafion,  and 
relied  upon  the  refources  of  his 
own  genius  to  render  ineffectual 
all  the  pre-concerted  difpofitions 
of  his  adverfary. 

On  the  iff  of  July  he  tranf- 
ferred  his  head-quarters  to  the  Ifle 
of  Lobau.  The  feveral  i Hands  of 
the  Danube  were  occupied  ;  and 
upon  three  of  thefe  which  bore 
upon  Enzerfdorf,  batteries,  con¬ 
taining  fixty. two  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  were  conilru&ed,  with  the 
view  of  deilroying  the  works,  of 
that  village.  On  another  iiland, 
on  the  right,  was  polled  another 
battery,  which  was  to  bear  upon 
the  plain,  and  cover  the  bridges. 

On  the  2d  a  force  was  fent  to 
occupy  the  Mill  Iiland,  which 
was  joined  to  the  left  bank  by  a 
fmall  bridge.  A  redoubt  was 
here  raifed,  and  fome  cannon 
furnifhed,  with  the  view  of  draw¬ 
ing  the  enemy’s  attention  to  this 
point,  by  threatening  the  works 
at  Efsling.  The  feint  fucceeded, 
and  a  fire  was  kept  up  from 
Efsling,  upon  which  it  was  ex¬ 
pelled  that  the  attack  would  be 
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commenced.  On  the  evening  of 
the  4th,  however,  the  archduke, 
who,  from  the  difpofitions  of  his 
enemy,  began  to  fear,  that  his 
left  flank  might  be  taken  in  flank, 
fent  orders  to  the  Archduke  John, 
at  Prefburgh,  to  advance  imme¬ 
diately  with  his  forces,  to  the 
fupport  of  the  main  army,  and 
co-operate  with  the  left  wing,  as 
circumftances  might  didlate.  The 
order  reached  Prefburgh  on  the 
5  th,  and  early  on  the  6th,  the 
day  on  which  the  a  diion  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  place,  it  was  cal¬ 
culated  that  Prince  John  would 
reach  the  point  of  jundion  at 
Marfheek. 

Buonaparte,  however,  was,  as 
ufual,  too  quick  for  them.  At  io 
on  the  night  of  the  4th,  1500 
voltigeurs  pufhed  in  boats  acrofs 
the  river,  fllenced  the  Auftrian 
batteries,  and  drove  their  troops 
from  the  woods  to  Muhleuten. 
At  1 1  the  batteries  direded  againft 
Enzerfdorf,  opened  their  fire,  and 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  fllenced 
thofe  of  the  enemy,  the  howitzers 
fetting  ire  to  the  town.  A  force 
of  2,500  men,  were  embarked  in 
barges,  and  landed  to  cover  the 
meafures  which  were  now  taken, 
for  throwing  the  bridges  over  the 
fmall  arm  of  the  Danube,  which 
feparates  Lobau  from  the  left 
bank.  By  two  in  the  morning, 
four  bridges  were  completed,  of 
which  one,  formed  of  a  Angle 
piece,  had  been  fixed  in  five 
minutes,  and  the  whole  army  now 
continued  rapidly  to  pafs  over, 
debouching  to  the  left,  about  1500 
toifes  below  Enzerfdorf.  The 
right  was  ftormy,  and  totally 
dark,  and  rain  fell  in  torrents. 


Circumftances  particularly  favour¬ 
able  to  the  operations  of  the 
French  army. 

At  day-break,  on  the  5th,  the 
archduke  found  that  Napoleon 
had  arranged  his  whole  army,  in 
order  of  battle,  upon  his  left 
flank  ;  Davouft’s  corps  forming  the 
right,  that  of  Maflena  the  left, 
that  of  Oudinot  the  centre ;  the 
corps  of  Bernadotte,  Marmont, 
and  the  viceroy,  the  guards  and 
the  cuirafliers,  conftituting  the  fe- 
cond  line,  and  the  referve.  By 
this  pofition,  the  whole  of  the 
Auftrian  lines  and  entrenchments 
were  turned  ;  and  a  work  of  forty 
days  was  rendered  ufelefs  j  the 
expeded  jundion  of  Prince  John 
became  precarious  ;  the  archduke 
was  compelled  to  give  battle  at  a 
diftance  from  his  redoubts,  upon 
ground  of  his  enemy's  own  cheer¬ 
ing  ;  and  which,  in  event  of  dif- 
after,  cut  off  his  retreat  from  Hun¬ 
gary  and  Moravia.  His  difmay 
may  eafily  be  conceived.  No¬ 
thing,  however,  remained  to  him, 
but  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  ad¬ 
vantages  as  circumftances  might 
yet  offer.  The  two  armies  ma¬ 
noeuvred  throughout  the  day  upon 
the  plain  of  the  Marchfield.  The 
whole  of  the  entrenched  camps, 
together  with  the  works  at  Efs- 
ling  and  Afpern,  were  taken,  and 
the  troops  within  them  put  to  the 
fword.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  archduke  to  out-flank  his 
enemy’s  right,  by  a  movement 
upon  the  village  of  Rutzendorf, 
but  without  fuccefs.  On  the 
other  hand,  an  attempt,  on  the 
part  of  Napoleon,  to  interfed  the 
Auftrian  line,  by  carrying  the  cen¬ 
tre  behind  the  Rufsbach,  near 
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Wagram,  was  equally  unfuccefs- 
fill.  The  village  was  burn  in  the 
conteft. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night 
which  followed,  both  parties  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  approaching  battle. 
Buonaparte,  who  had  obferved  the 
extraordinary  extenfion  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  ftill  bent  his  pur_ 
poles  upon  breaking  through  their 
centre  at  Wagram  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly,  accumulated  his  own  forces, 
fo  as  to  bear  upon  that  point.  With 
this  view,  Maflena  was  directed 
to  move  from  Afpern  upon  the 
left  of  Anderklaa,  and  Davouft, 
who  was  on  the  right,  received 
inftruftions  to  evacuate  Grofshof- 
ten,  and  to  draw  near  to  the  cen¬ 
tre,  where  the  corps  of  Oudinot 
and  Marmont,  the  imperial  guard, 
and  the  cuiraftiers,  were  formed  in 
feven  or  eight  lines. 

The  difpolition  of  the  archduke 
was  precifely  the  reverfe,  and  the 
French  obferved,  that  inftead  of 
fighting  for  vi&ory,  he  feemed 
to  look  only  to  the  means  of 
improving  it.  In  fpite  of  the 
warning,  which  the  attack  of  the 
preceding  day  might  have  given 
of  the  nature  of  Buonaparte’s  pur- 
pofes,  he  perfifted  in  weakening 
his  centre,  to  extend  and  ftrengthen 
his  extremities,  where  he  poked  the 
greater  part  of  his  artillery  ;  and 
Bellegarde’s  corps  was  ordered  to 
move  upon  Stadelaw,  at  the  very 
time  that  Davouft  was  marching 
from  the  right  of  the  French  line 
to  its  centre.  The  Auftrian  right 
was  connected  with  the  pofition  of 
Wagram,  which  was  occupied  by 
Hohenzollern,  by  the  corps  of 
Kollownath,  Lichtenftein,  and 
Hiller,  and  with  the  left  by  that 
of  Prince  Rofemberg,  who  occupied 
Markgraf,  Neufiedel,  and  the 


heights  beyond,  with  inftru&ions 
to  allure  a  communication  with 
the  force  under  the  Archduke 
John,  which  was  expedled  in  the 
direction  of  Siebenbrunn.  The 
whole  of  thefe  difpofitions  appeared 
fo  abfurd,  that  Buonaparte  is  de¬ 
fer!  bed,  as  hefitating  awhile  to 
take  the  obvious  means  of  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  them,  under  the 
apprehenlion  of  a  fnare. 

A  little  before  day-break,  on 
the  6th,  Rofemberg’s  corps  march¬ 
ed  in  three  columns,  of  which  one 
was  of  cavalry,  to  take  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Grofshoffen  and  Glinzen- 
dorf ;  at  this  time  Davouft  was 
moving  from  the  French  right  to 
the  centre.  The  two  corps  fell 
in  with  each  other,  and  began 
the  battle.  Buonaparte  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  up  a  divifion  of 
cuiraffiers  to  reinforce  Davouft, 
and  caufed  Rofemberg  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  in  Hank  by  a  battery  of 
twelve  guns.  At  the  fame  time 
a  French  column  crofted  the  Ruf- 
bach,  near  Lorberfdorf,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Siebenbrunn.  The  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  movement  was,  that 
the  Auftrian  cavalry  could  not 
keep  on  a  line  with  the  other  two 
columns  ;  their  left  flank  was  thus 
expofed,  and  the  Archduke  fent 
orders  to  Rofemberg  to  defift  from 
the  attack  of  the  villages,  juft 
at  the  moment  that  the  prince  was 
preparing  to  carry  them.  The 
Archduke  John  did  not  appear, 
and  Rofemberg  in  danger  of  being 
overpowered,  fell  back,  with  a 
fevere  lofs,  upon  his  former  po¬ 
ll  tion. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  cannonade 
began,  and  the  objedls  of  the 
Auftrian  commander  became  more 
clearly  developed.  Thefe,  as  it 
fhould  feem,  were  to  out-flank  and 
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turn  the  left  of  the  French  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  attack  with 
the  main  force  in  front,  in  the 
fpace  between  Afpern  and  Wa. 
gram.  Buonaparte,  on  his  fide, 
had  ordered  Davouft  to  turn  the 
Auftrian  pofition  at  Neufiedel,  and 
thence  to  pufti  on  for  Wagram, 
upon  which  place  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  a  ftrong  column  of  attack, 
to  be  moved  forward  the  jnftant 
that  Davouft  fhould  debouch, 
when  he  was  informed,  that  the 
Auftrians  were  out-flanking  lus 
left,  and  commencing  their  main 
attack  in  front,  on  the  line  be¬ 
tween  Afpern  and  Wagram.  Their 
deftru&ion  he  now  faw  was  cer¬ 
tain.  Two  divifions  were  imme¬ 
diately  formed  in  columns  of  at¬ 
tack,  under  Macdonald.  A  bat¬ 
tery  of  a  hundred  cannons  ad¬ 
vanced,  without  firing,  at  a  trot, 
to  within  half  gun-fhot  diftance 
of  their  enemy.  They  then  open¬ 
ed  a  tremendous  fire,  which  fi- 
lenced  his  batteries,  and  threw 
his  ranks  into  cOnfufion.  At  this 
moment  Macdonald  charged,  fup- 
ported  by  a  brigade  of  fufileers, 
and  the  fnarp-ftiooters  of  the 
guard  ;  and  the  Auftrian  centre 
was  driven  with  {laughter  and 
confufion  from  the  field.  The 
right  perceiving  this,  likewife 
fell  back,  and  was  immediately 
attacked  by  Maffena,  while  the 
left  was  out-flanked  and  attacked 
by  Davouft,  and  the  jun&ion 
with  the  Archduke  John  com¬ 
pletely  fruftrated.  Wagram  was 
then  carried,  and  the  whole  Auf- 
tria  army  retired  in  diforder  from 
the  field.  The  corps  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke  John  reached  the  environs 
of  Siebenbrunn  about  five  in  the 
evening,  and  finding  every  thing 
loft,  retreated  unobferved  acrois 


the  Marchfield.  The  caufe  of  its 
delay  is  not  explained,  although 
it  is  to  it  chiefly  that  the  Auf¬ 
trian  account,  attributes  the  lofs 
of  the  battle.  The  vanquiflied, 
(hut  out  by  their  pofition,  from 
Hungary  and  Moravia,  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  direct  their  flight  to¬ 
wards  Bohemia.  Maflena  pur- 
fued  them  by  Stokerau  and  Holla- 
brunn.  Marmont  marched  upon 
Znaim,  and  Davouft  upon  Nicolf- 
burg.  On  the  1 1  th  Napoleon 
arrived  before  Znaim,  and  had 
commenced  an  attack  upon  the 
town,  when  Prince  John,  of  Lich- 
tenftein,  arrived  at  his  outpofts, 
with  a  propofal  for  an  armiftice. 
A  fufpenflon  of  arms  for  one 
month,  was  figned  the  fame  night, 
and  a  line  of  demarcation  agreed 
upon,  by  which  Preflburgh,  Brunn, 
and  Gratz,  were  delivered  to  the 
French,  and  the  Auftrian  troops 
were  immediately  to  evacuate  the 
Tyrol.  Buonaparte  then  returned 
to  Vienna.  * 

By  the  official  report,  the  lofs 
of  the  Auftrians,  from  the  pafiage 
of  the  Danube  on  the  4th,  to  the 
date  of  the  armiftice,  is  ftated  at 
5,630  killed,  18,556  wounded, 
and  7,565  miffing;  in  all  about 
31,000.  The  French  ftate,  that 
they  took  20,000  prifoners,  and 
40  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  battle 
alone.  Their  own  lofs  they 
reckon  at  1500  killed,  and  4000 
wounded.  The  archduke’s  army 
was  greatly  diminifhed  by  defer- 
tion,  particularly  of  the  new  le¬ 
vies.  Many  of  thefe,  according 
to  the  Auftrian  account,  had  be¬ 
haved  extremely  ill  in  the  field5 
and  greatly  contributed  by  their 
mifcondudt  to  the  difafter  of  the 
day. 

The  Auftrian  cabinet  now  Teemed 

to 
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to  renounce  all  hope  of  a  fucccfs- 
ful  protra&ion  of  the  war,  and 
to  content  itfelf  with  the  hope  of 
fuch  mercy,  as  might  be  obtained 
by  negotiation.  By  the  armif- 
tice  it  was  provided,  that  the 
Aulirian  forces  fhould  evacuate 
Saxony  before  the  27th.  The  fi- 
uiation  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
was  fuch,  that  he  would  neceffa- 
rily  have  been  obliged  to  accom¬ 
pany  them  in  theit  retreat,  when 
a  report,  that  a  large  Engiifh 
force  had  fuddenly  landed  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Elbe,  fuggefted  to 
him  the  refolution  of  making  his 
way  through  the  heart  of  Germany 
to  join  it.  At  any  rate  he  fhould 
thus  have  a  chance  of  effedling 
his  embarkation  for  England  ;  and 
perilous  as  the  attempt  was,  he 
thought  it  preferable  1 6  relapfing 
into  inaflive  dependance  upon  the 
court  of  Vienna.  On  the  21  if, 
accordingly,  he  marched  from 
Schleitz  to  Zwickau.  By  this 
movement  he  deceived  his  ene¬ 
mies  into  an  idea,  that  his  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  fall  back  with  the 
Auflrians  upon  Bohemia.  At 
Zwickau  he  had  the  mortification 
to  find,  that  his  cavalry-officers 
would  accompany  him  no  further. 
He  contented  himfelf  with  pro¬ 
moting  others  in  their  places,  and 
purfued  his  march  almoil  without 
interruprion,  by  Altenburg,  Leip¬ 
zig,  Merfeburg,  and  Elalle.  At 
Halberftadt  they  found  the  gates 
fhut,  and  a  body  of  3000  Weft- 
phalian  infantry  in  the  town  ;  the 
duke  immediately  attacked,  forced 
an  entrance,  and  after  a  fevere 
comeft  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
place,  together  with  1600  pri- 
idners,  among  whom  was  the 
commander,  a  Frenchman,  digni¬ 
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fied  under  Jerome  Buonaparte,  by 
the  title  of  Count  Wellingerode. 

Next  day  he  proceeded  through 
Wolfenbuttel  to  Brunfwick.  His 
reception  among  a  people  fo 
warmly  attatched  to  his  perfon 
and  to  his  family,  was  deeply 
affedling,  but  he  had  no  time  v  to 
indulge  himfelf  by  any  length  of 
fojourn  in  the  city  of  his  fathers. 
His  pofition  was,  in  faff,  become 
moft  critical.  Behind  he  was  pur¬ 
fued  by  the  Dutch  corps,  which, 
under  Gratien,  had  already  de¬ 
frayed  Schill,  and  a  force  under 
Reubell,  Wjis  advancing  upon  him 
from  Zelle.  He  knew  not  what 
might  be  the  ftrength  of  this 
corps,  but  it  was  neceffary,  imme¬ 
diately,  to  attack  it.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  marched  out,  and  fome 
fkirmifhing  took  place.  On  the 
next  day  Reubel  returned  upon 
Zelle,  and  Brunfwick  leaving  fifty 
horfe,  to  keep  up  the  femblance 
of  a  purfuit,  marched  rapidly  to¬ 
wards  the  Wefer,  where  he  in¬ 
tended  to  embark  for  England. 
The  report  of  the  arrival  of  En¬ 
giifh  forces  was  found  to  have 
had  no  other  foundation,  than  a 
cafual  incurfion  of  a  party  of  Bri- 
tifh  failors  up  the  country,  near 
Cuxhaven.  On  the  3rd  of  Auguft 
the  duke  paffed  through  Hano¬ 
ver,  and  next  day  croffed  the 
Wefer,  dellroying  the  bridge  at 
Iloya,  and  finking  the  ferry-boats. 
Reubel  came  up  in  time  to  wit- 
nefs  the  deftrudtion  of  the  bridge. 
A  force  of  150  men  were  then 
fent  to  fecure  Bremen,  and  the 
remainder  made  the  belt  of  their 
way  to  Elsfleth,  where  meafures 
were  immediately  taken  for  their 
embarkation.  Here  they  were 
joined  by  the  detachment  from 
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Bremen.  On  the  7  th  the  whole 
were  on  board,  and  next  day  fell 
down  the  river.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  fire  from  the  Danifh  bat¬ 
teries  at  Bremenlee,  they  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Wefer  in  fafety, 
and  foon  hailed  an  Englifli  flag, 
under  tire  convoy  of  which,  they 
at  length  arrived  at  Harwich. 

A  more  unhappy  confequence 
of  the  armiftice  was  the  abandon, 
ment  of  the  Tyrolefe.  The  recal 
of  the  Auftrian  troops,  confifiing 
aim  oft  wholly  of  prisoners  of  war, 
that  had  efcaped,  left  that  gallant 
people  no  other  refource  than 
their  own  native  courage  and  per. 
feverance;  but  they  did  not,  there¬ 
fore,  defpair.  They  fent  a  depu¬ 
tation  to  the  Emperor  Francis, 
remonftrating  upon  this  defertion 
of  them,  after  that,  through  his 
General,  Jellachich,  he  had  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  refift  the  enemy. 
€i  It  was  not  I/*  anfwered  the 
unhappy  prince,  ((  that  con¬ 
cluded  the  armiftice.  I  did  not 
know  any  thing  about  it ;  it  was 
arranged  by  my  brother  Charles  :** 
and  he  folemnly  engaged  never 
to  feparate  his  caufe  from  theirs. 
Deputies  were  fent  alfo  to  Lon¬ 
don,  where  they  publiffied  a  mani- 
fefto  on  the  13th  of  November, 
defcribing  their  fucceffes  and  their 
fufFerings,  both  in  this  and  the 
preceding  war,  and  declaring 
their  determination,  never  to 
fubmit  to  the  tyrannous  domina¬ 
tion  of  Bavaria.  Hoffer  was  cho- 
fen  commander-in-chief  of  the 
whole  province.  He  took  up  his 
head-quarters  at  Infpruck,  and 
concerted  meafures  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy.  Buonaparte 
had,  immediately  upon  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  armiftice,  difpatched 
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a  force  of  40,000  Bavarians  and 
Wirtemburghers  to  the  Tyrol. 
The  command  was  again  com¬ 
mitted  to  Lefebvre,  who  advanced 
upon  Innfpruck,  which  HofFer  vo¬ 
luntarily  abandoned  upon  his  ap¬ 
proach,  taking  up  a  formidable 
pofition  at  the  Hermitage,  in  the 
Unterau.  Lefebvre  difpatched  a 
ftrong  force  by  Landeck,  up  the 
valley  of  the  Inn,  and  leaving  a 
divifton  to  garrifon  Innfpruck, 
marched  with  the  remainder  of 
his  army  again!!  Hofter,  whom  he 
ventured  to  attack  in  his  pofition. 
He  was  repulfed,  and  after  thrice 
renewing  the  aflault,  compelled 
to  retreat  with  immenfe  lofs  to 
Innfpruck.  The  expedition  up 
the  Innthal  was  not  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  Hofter  had  availed 
himfelf  of  all  the  advantages 
which  the  nature  of  the  country 
offered ;  he  lined  the  heights, 
which  on  both  fides  overhang  the 
road,  with  armed  peafantry,  and 
provided  maffes  of  rock,  and 
trunks  of  trees,  to  be  rolled  down 
upon  the  advancing  enemy.  The 
advanced  guard  was  fuffered  to 
reach  Pretz,  where  it  was  imme¬ 
diately  enveloped,  and  made  pri¬ 
foners.  When  the  main  body  of 
the  divifion  had  fufficiently  ad¬ 
vanced  up  the  ravine,  a  voice  was 
heard  from  the  fummit  of  a  high 
rock,  i Steeven,  Jhall  I  chop  it  off 
yet?  to  which  a  loud  Nay,  was 
replied  from  the  oppofite  fide.  The 
Bavarians  continued  to  move  for¬ 
ward,  when  fhortly  after  they 
heard  fhouted  over  their  heads, 
Hans  !  for  the  mojl  holy  Trinity . 
The  anfwer  was  inftant,  In  the 
name  of  the  mojl  holy  Trinity  !  cut 
all  loofe  above ;  and  in  an  inftant 
they  were  cruihed  and  over¬ 
whelmed 
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whelmed  by  a  mower  of  broken 
rocks,  trees,  and  Hones.,  The 
Tyrolefe  then  poured  down  on  all 
Tides  ;  boys  and  girls  joined  in 
completing  the  deftruflion  of  an 
enemy,  whofe  difraay  and  confu~, 
lion  left  him  no  power  of  refilling. 
After  flying  fix  leagues,  thofe  who 
efcaped  endeavoured  to  form  ;  they 
were  again  attacked,  and  feat™ 
tered  by  the  impetuous  charge  of 
the  patriotic  peafantry.  HofFer 
now  marched  againft  Innfpruek  ; 
after  another  decifive  viflory  the 
enemy  was  driven  to  Schwartz. 
Here  again  he  was  attacked  and 
defeated,  and  was  fain  to  efcape 
as  he  could  to  Saltzfburg,  with 
fcarcely  a  fourth  of  his  original 
force.  The  invafion  of  an  Italian 
corps,  from  Klagenfurt  was  equally 
repulfed,  and  the  whole  diftriH 
effeftually  cleared  of  its  oppref- 
fors.  The  Tyrolefe  now  only 
awaited  the  renewal  of  the  war, 
which  they  fondly  hoped  might 
Hill  effect  their  re-union  with  the 
houfe  of  Auftria. 

Auftria,  however,  was  too  ef¬ 
fectually  awed,  to  venture  ano¬ 
ther  experiment.  The 'negotia¬ 
tions  were  now  transferred  to 
Vienna,  and  Europe  ezpedte.d,  with 
anxiety,  the  refult  which  was 
to  determine  the  rank,  which  the 
vanquifhed  power  was  henceforth 
to  be  allowed  to  hold  in  Europe. 
The  language  which  Buonaparte 
had  held  in  his  bulletins  was  fuch, 
as  to  juftify  the  fufpicion,  that 
he  purpofed  the  entire  difmember- 
ment  of  the  Auftrian  dominions. 
The  treaty  was  concluded  at 
Schoenbrunn  on  the  i  4th  of  Odlo- 
ber.  By  its  provifions,  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  Saltzburg  and  Berch- 
tolfgaden  were  ceded  to  Bavaria  ; 
Weft  Gallicia,  and  a  diftridt  round 
Vol,  LI,  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


Cracow  were  made  over  to  the 
Butchy  of  Warfaw  ;  and  a  trad; 
of  territory,  containing  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  400,000  fouls,  was  given  to 
Rufiia.  Triefte,  Carniola,  Carin- 
thia,  andall  the  Andrian  territory* 
to  the  right  of  the  Saave,  in¬ 
cluding  the  whole  of  its  Adriatic 
coaft,  was  ceded  to  France.  All 
relations  with  England  were  to  be 
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broken  off,  and  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  in  Italy,  and  the 
Peninfula,  were  acknowledged, 
Buonaparte,  on  his  fide,  guaranteed 
the  inviolability  of  the  Auftrian 
empire,  as  limited  by  the  prefent 
treaty,  and  engaged  to  procure 
a  full  and  free  pardon  for  the 
Tyrolefe. 

The  facrifices  exadled  from  Aus¬ 
tria  by  this  treaty  were,  no  doubt, 
confiderable  5  there  was,  however, 
nothing  in  them,  which  could  be 
faid  effen dally  to  aftedt  the  power 
of  the  monarchy  ;  and  confidered, 
with  reference  to  the  difafters  of 
the  Auftrian  arms,  they  could  not 
but  be  regarded  as  moderate.  The 
fecret  of  this  lenity  was  after- 
wards  explained,  when  the  Arch- 
duchefs  Maria  Lou; fa,  a  child  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  Emprefs  Maria 
Therefa,  was  given  in  marfiage 
to  a  Corfican  adventurer. 

Buonaparte  now  turned  all  his 
force  againft  the  Tyrolefe  ;  and 
troops  were  poured  in  upon  them, 
on  every  fide,  fo  as  to  render  all 
reft  ft  a  nee  hopelefs.  A  note  was 
received  from  the  Emperor  Fran¬ 
cis,  in  which  he  ft  a  ted,  that  he 
had  been  compelled  to  make  peace, 
and  that  he  deft  red  them  to  be 
tranquil.  HofFer  finding  his  coun¬ 
trymen  thus  abandoned,  took  fteps 
to  obtain  a  ceftation  of  hoftilitise, 
under  which  the  country  might 
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Submit,  and  the  inhabitants  return 
home.  But  an  outrage  of  the  Ba¬ 
varians,  in  the  Upper  Innthal,  pro¬ 
voked  an  attack  from  the  patriots 
in  that  diftri£t,  and  renewed  the 
war  ;  which,  however,  carried  on 
againft  forces  fo  enormoufly  dif- 
proportionate,  could  only  the  more 
certainly  infure  the  deftruftiori  of 
this  heroic  people.  The  whole 
country  became  a  fcene,  upon 
which  the  cowardly  and  unrelent¬ 
ing  vengeance  of  the  enemy  ex- 
haufted  every  refource  of  barba¬ 
rity  and  rapine.  All  the  prin¬ 
cipal  leaders  in  the  infurrection 
were  hunted  down,  and  put  to 
death.  Hoffer  himfelf  retreated 


to  a  chalet  in  the  mountains, 
where,  during  the  winter,  he 
hoped  to  conceal  himfelf.  The 
treachery  of  a  prieft  betrayed  his 
hiding-place.  In  the  night  of  the 
27th  of  January,  a  parry  of 
French  knocked  at  his  door,  which 
was  opened  by  the  hero  himfelf, 
who  immediately  faid,  “  I  am  An¬ 
dreas  Hoffer.  I  am  at  the  mercy 
of  the  French.  Let  me  buffer 
death  ;  but,  for  heaven’s  fake, 
fpare  my  wife  and  children. ”  He 
was  immediately  conveyed  to 
Mantua,  tried  by  a  military  com- 
miffion,  and  (hot  on  the  20th  of 
February. 
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nation  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Operations  of  the  Flotillas.  The 
Ifands  of  Schowen  and  Duiveland  are  occupied.  P reparations  of  the 

Enemy  for  the  Defence  of  the  Scheldt ,  and  of  Antwerp.  Propofed  Inun¬ 
dations.  Dilatory  Movements  of  Lord  Chatham ,  who  proceeds  to  Te> 
Goes ,  and  Bats.  Gonfultation  is  held  refpeCting  the  B  raCtic  ability  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  the  ulterior  ObjeCis  of  the  Expedition .  Memorial  of  the 

Quart er-Mafer  General  upon  the  SuljeCt.  The  Enterprife  is  unanimoujly 
declared  impracticable.  Meafures  taken  for  the  Return  of  theTroops.  The 
Fhet  departs.  A  Garrifon  is  left  in  Walcheren .  Dreadfid  Epidemic 
Dforder  breaks  out  among  the  Troops  in  that  If  and.  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Difeafe ,  Tbe  unexampled  Rapidity  of  the  Contagion .  Propofed 

Evacuation 
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Evacuation  of  Wale  her en  deferred  by  the  Reprefentations  of  Aufria,  Mea- 
fures  taken  for  the  Health  of  the  Soldiers ,  and  for  the  Defence  of  the 
If  and.  Opinions  of  Officers  upon  this  lajl  Point.  The  If  and  is  evacu¬ 
ated,  and  the  Works  and  Dockyards  at  Fhjhing  defrayed.  Operations 
on  the  Goafs  of  Calabria  and  Naples.  The  Ifands  of  Procida  and  Ifchia 
are  occupied. 


A  T  a  moment  when  Auftria  was 
making  a  third,  and,  appa¬ 
rently  a  lalt  effort  for  the  affertion 
of  her  own  independence,  and  in 
fadt  of  that  of  Europe,  it  was  to 
be  expedked  that  England  would 
not  remain  inert.  Another  oppor¬ 
tunity  feemed  to  prefen t  itfeif  for 
effacing  the  reproach  to  which  fhe 
had  fo  often,  whether  juftly  or  not, 
fubjeded  herfelf,  of  having  divert¬ 
ed  her  efforts  in  the  hour  of  dan¬ 
ger  from  that  open  and  effedual 
co-operation  with  the  exertions 
of  her  allies  for  the  deft  ruft  ion 
of  the  common  enemy,  to  the  pur. 
fuit  of  objeds  conceded. with  her 
maritime  or  colonial  power,  and  as 
fuch  affeding  only  her  own  indivi¬ 
dual  interefb.  The  political  cir- 
cumftances  of  Spain,  and  the  known 
ftate  of  the  popular  feeling  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  feemed  to  af¬ 
ford  occalions  peculiarly  inviting 
to  the  employment  of  a  large 
Britifh  force.  Combined  with  the 
troops  already  affembled  in  the  pe- 
ninfula,  and  feconded  by  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  Spaniards,  it  could 
fcarcely  have  failed  to  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  recovering  Madrid,  and 
ha  ve  driven  whatever  troops  the 
enemy  had  kill  in  thofe  quarters 
beyond  the  Pyrenees,  or  the  Ebro. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  force  of 
30  or  40,000  men  landed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Elbe,  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  quickly  doubled,  by 
the  fpontaneous  flocking  together 
of  th,e  inhabitants  from  every  part 


of  Hanover  and  the  new  kingdom 
of  Weftphalia.  Pruffia  might  have 
come  forward  on  the  firft  earneft 
of  fuccefs — all  Germany  have 
rifen  ;  and  the  very  viffories  which 
had  led  Napoleon  into  the  heart  oi 
Auftria,  have  proved,  in  the  event, 
the  beft  affurances  of  his  deftruc- 
tion.  We  have  already  alluded  to 
the  fituation  of  the  public  mind  in 
that  part  of  Germany,  and  the 
circumfUnces  which  attended  the 
operations  of  Schill  and  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick,  are  fufficiently  in¬ 
dicative,  both  of  the  reality  of 
that  fpirit  of  indignation  againft 
French  opprefiion,  as  adually  pre¬ 
vailing  among  the  people,  and  of 
their  impatience  to  adt  upon  it,  on 
the  firft  profpedl  of  even  pofftble 
fuccefs.  In  Pruffia,  in  particular, 
the  feeling  of  the  people  was 
known  to  outrun  even  that  of  the 
government,  in  acute  and  bitter 
fenfe  of  the  degradation  of  their 
country.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted, 
but  that  a  fitting  opportunity  only 
was  wanting  to  produce  that  ge¬ 
neral  infurredlion,  the  hoftility  of 
which  was  infinitely  more  formi¬ 
dable  to  Buonaparte  than  any  com¬ 
bination,  however  extenfive,  of 
military  power,  a&fing  merely  from 
the  ordinary  ftimulus,  and  under 
the  ufual  organization  of  regular 
warfare.  An  Englifh  army  would 
have  afforded  the  neceffary  point 
of  union  for  the  aggregation  of 
theffe  particles,  and  Englifh  fuo 
cours  of  arms  and  money  have  fup- 
[P2j  '  plied 
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plied  unbounded  means  of  giving 
efficiency  to  their  operations. 

That  fome  fuch  effort  was  con¬ 
templated,  became  the  general  per- 
fuaiion.  Throughout  the  whole  of 
the  fpring  exertions  had  been  un¬ 
remittingly  made  for  the  fitting 
out  of  an  expedition  more  exten- 
iive,  both  in  it's  naval  and  military 
means,  than  any  which  had  for 
fome  centuries  pad  left  our  fhores. 
A  fleet  of  thirty-five  fail  of  the 
line,  two  fifty  gun  fhips,  twenty- 
one  frigates,  and  one  hundred  and 
feventy-nine  fmalier  veffels,  were 
collefted  for  the  conveyance  and 
convoy  of  a  land  force,  amounting 
to  within  a  few  hundreds,  of 
40,000  men.  The  command  of 
the  troops  was  given  to  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  a  nobleman  of  talent, 
but  proverbially  indolent  in  his 
difpofition,  and  who  was  at  that 
time  mailer-general  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  and  a  member  of  the  cabi¬ 
net ;  that  of  the  naval  part  of  the 
armament  was  committed  to  Sir 
Sir  Richard  Strach  an. 

The  objefl  in  view,  however, 
was  neither  Germany,  nor  the  pe~ 
ninfula.  In  the  inffruflions  which 
were  given,  under  the  fign  manual, 
to  Lord  Chatham,  he  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  purpofe  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  to  attack  and  deftroy 
the  naval  force  and  eftablifhments 
which  had  been  accumulated  by 
the  enemy  in  the  Scheldt,  in  the 
iiland  of  Walcheren,  and  at  An¬ 
twerp.  With  this  aim,  he  was  to 
direct  his  efforts  to  the  capture  or 
deffruflion  of  the  enemy's  fhips, 
either  building  at  Antwerp,  and 
Fluffing,  or  afloat  in  the  Scheldt ; 
the  deffruflion  of  the  arfenals  and 
dockyards  at  Antwerp,  Terneufe, 
and  Fluffing  5  the  reduction  of  the 


ifland  of  Walcheren,  and  the  ren¬ 
dering,  if  pofiible,  the  Scheldt  no 
longer  navigable  for  fhips  of  war. 
In  cafe  the  attainment  of  all  thefe 
objects  was  found  to  be  imprac¬ 
ticable,  the  xommander  of  the 
forces  was  directed  to  fecure  as 
many  of  them  as  circumftances 
would  permit,  and  then  to  take 
immediate  meafures  for  re-embark¬ 
ing  the  army,  and  returning  with 
it  to  England,  leaving  a  force  fuf- 
ficient  to  affure  the  occupation  of 
the  iiland  of  Walcheren. 

The  attempt  had  been  originally 
planned  in  March,  at  which  time 
Fluffing  alone  was  the  object  of 
the  intended  attack,  and  for  this 
a  force  of  15,000  men  was  held 
to  be  fufficient ;  a  number  which, 
however  fmail,  could  not  at  that 
time  be  produced,  on  account  of 
the  difahled  ftate  in  which  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  portion  of  the  army 
had  lately  returned  from  Spain. 
It  was  afterwards  determined  to 
include  Antwerp  among  the  pri¬ 
mary  objedls  of  the  expedition. 
For  many  years  paft  Buonaparte 
had  been  ff  renuoufly  and  unceaf- 
ingly  direfling  his  exertions  to  the 
formation  of  a  grand  naval  arfenal 
at  this  point,  the  pofltion  of 
which,  by  the  circumffances  of  its 
fituation,  and  particularly  from  the 
apportion  of  its  fi te  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames,  had  early  awaken¬ 
ed  his  attention  to  the  importance 
of  it.  A  large  portion  of  this 
ancient  city,  including  five  hun¬ 
dred  houfes,  was  deftroyed,  to 
make  way  for  a  magnificent  dock¬ 
yard.  Ten  eighty  gun  fhips  were 
at  that  period  a&ually  conffruft- 
ing,  and  there  was  fpace  enough 
for  building  as  many  more  at  the 
fame  time.  Timber,  from  the 

Black 
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Black  Foreft,  was  floated  down 
the  Rhine  in  inexha uftihle  fupply, 
and  a  regular  fyftem  was  orga¬ 
nized  for  the  inftrudion  and  diftri- 
bution  of  the  mechanics. 

The  whole  fcheme  and  contri¬ 
vance  of  this  expedition  has  been 
long,  and  apparently  very  juftly, 
the  objed  of  fevere  animadverfion. 
The  deftrudion  of  the  fleets  and 
arfenals  in  queftion  was,  no  doubt, 
to  be  reckoned  among  the  more 
obvious  and  important  of  thofe 
objects,  which  are  comprehended 
in  that  fyftem  of  mutual  annoy¬ 
ance,  of  which  the  courfe  of  ordi¬ 
nary  warfare  for  the  mod  part 
conflfts,  and  as  fuch,  under  other 
circumftances,  its  practicability 
might  very  properly  have  merited 
the  confideration  of  government  ; 
but  it  is  clear  that  it  was  only  in  this 
point  of  view  that  it  could  poflibiy 
deferve  attention,  its  effects  were 
neceflariiy  confined  to  the  mere 
adual  lofs  and  damage  fuftained  by 
the  enemy  in  his  eftablilhments ;  a 
lofs  and  damage,  be  it  obferved, 
operating  upon  that  part  of  his 
force  only  from  the  action  of  which 
we  had  the  leaft  caufe  to  dread 
annoyance  or  attack.  Conftdered 
in  relation  to  the  particular  cir¬ 
cumftances  of  the  war  at  that  mo. 
ment,  which  of  courfe  is  the  only 
reafonable  point  of  view  in  which 
it  can  be  conftdered,  the  impolicy 
of  the  whole  project  feems  alto¬ 
gether  incon tellable.  Whether  the 
enterprize  were  fuccefsful  or  un- 
fucceisful,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
great  refults  of  the  hoftilities  then 
pending  on  the  continent  could  in 
no  degree  be  afifeded  by  it.  The 
conflid,  indeed,  the  event  of 
which  our  armament  was  to  influ¬ 
ence,  was  already  decided,  and 


even  known  to  he  fo  before  it  fet 
fail  for  its  deftination  ;  but,  fet- 
ting  aftde  the  conftderation  of  this 
fad,  and  allowing  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  controu!  the  circum¬ 
ftances  which  brought  the  Auftrlan 
war  fo  rapidly  to  its  conclulion, 
it  is  ftill  apparent  that  the  fate  of 
the  war  could  not  poflibiy  have 
any  connection  with  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  enemy’s  naval  arfenal 
at  Antwerp.  As  a  diverfion  it 
might,  no  donbt,  operate  in  fome 
degree ;  as,  in  fad,  the  threat  of 
a  defcent  upon  any  part  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  coaft  would  neceflariiy  tend 
to  diftrad  his  attention,  but,  even 
in  this  point  of  view,  its  effeds 
were  neceflariiy  feeble,  and  at  the 
rnoft  would  merely  prevent  the 
march  of  a  few  regiments  to  the 
theatre  of  war  in  Germany.  There 
was  nothing,  either  in  the  nature 
of  the  country,  or  in  the  known 
difpofition  of  the  people,  of  which 
we  might  avail  ourfelves  to 
ftrengthen  or  extend  the  operation 
of  our  limited  force,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  neceflary  the  employment  of 
any  difproportionate  number  of 
troops  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  contrary,  by  contenting 
himfelf,  in  the  firft  inftance,  with 
merely  defenlive  meafures,  the  cut¬ 
ting  of  the  dikes  and  the  defence  of 
the  fortrefles,  he  was  clearly  able, 
for  a  time  at  leaft,  to  occupy  our 
army  by  a  force  numerically  much 
inferior  to  our  own ;  whereas  in 
the  north  of  Germany  the  fame ' 
body  would  have  threatened  to 
form  a  nucleus  of  revolt  and  revo¬ 
lution,  the  progrefs  and  operation 
of  which  would,  probably,  have 
more  thoroughly  alarmed  our  ene¬ 
my,  and  as  fuch  feemed  more  to 
deferve  his  attention,  than  all  the 
[P  3]  force 
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force  of  the  Austrian  monarchy  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  his  front. 

The  practicability  of  the  at¬ 
tempt  itfelf  appeared  very  proble¬ 
matical,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
loofe  and  indefinite  than  the  infor¬ 
mation  upon  which  it  was  ground¬ 
ed.  Little  more  feems  to  have 
been  known,  than  that  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Antwerp  was,  at  that 
time,  unufually  deftitute  of  troops. 
Of  the  date  of  the  fortifications  of 
that  city,  it  appears  that  the  lateft 
information  concerned  only  the 
condition  of  them  in  1794,  and 
even  of  their  ftate  at  that  period 
no  accurate  plan  was  at  hand. 
Moil  of  the  officers  confulted  feem 
to  have  given  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  even,  under  the  moft  favour¬ 
able  circumftances,  the  attempt 
would  be  attended  with  confider- 
able  rifk,  and  to  have  reftriffed 
the  poffibility  of  a  fuceefsful  refuit 
to  circumftances  in  the  amount 
and  difpofition  of  the  enemy’s 
force,  of  the  adual  exigence  of 
which  they  profeffed  to  have  no 
means  of  judging. 

The  province  of  Zealand,  is 
compofed  of  feven  ifiands,  of  which 
the  three  principal  ones,  Walche- 
ren,  North  Beveland,  and  South 
Beveland,  are  formed  by  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Scheldt ;  two  arms  of 
the  fea  thus  denominated,  which 
are  united  by  the  canal  of  Bergen- 
op-Zoom,  and  receive  in  a  bay 
at  the  eaftern  extremity  of  South 
Beveland  the  river  from  whence 
they  derive  their  name.  The 
channel  of  the  Weft  Scheldt  runs 
between  Walcheren  and  South 
Beveland  on  one  hand,  and  the 
iftand  of  Cadfand  on  the  other,  the 
diftance  between  which  and  Flefli- 
jng  is  about  three  miles.  The  en¬ 


trance  is  rendered  difficult  by  fe- 
veral  dangerous  fhoals,  the  paf- 
fages  beween  which  unite  in  the 
great  channel  of  the  Weft  Scheldt, 

o  # 

which,  to  the  weft  of  Flufhing,  is 
about  eight  or  ten  fathoms  in 
depth,  and,  above  the  town,  runs 
for  the  moft  part  along  the  fhore 
of  South  Beveland.  From  Flulh- 
ing  to  Batzh  the  courfe  along  the 
channel  is  about  forty  miles  ;  here 
the  fea  extends  itfelf  over  the 
banks  of  Saftingen,  on  the  Flan¬ 
ders  fide,  and  becomes  about  fix  or 
feven  miles  in  breadth.  The  chan¬ 
nel,  however,  becomes  more  confin¬ 
ed  and  more  intricate  upon  entering 
the  Scheldt,  properly  fo  called,  be¬ 
tween  the  dikes  of  Doel  and  Sand- 
vliet.  From  Batzh  to  Antwerp 
the  diftance  is  about  twenty  miles. 
The  river  is  navigable  for  {hips  of 
war,  even  above  Antwerp,  but 
the  navigation  is  one  of  much  in¬ 
tricacy  and  difficulty.  The  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Eaft  Scheldt  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Roompot,  and 
affords  an  anchorage  which,  how^- 
ever,  is  not  tenable  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  norih-wefterly 
winds.  The  deep  water  channels 
run,  for  the  moft  part,  along  the 
fiiore  of  North  Beveland;  it  is 
navigable  for  line  of  battle  (hips 
as  far  as  Wemelding,  in  South 
Beveland  ;  and  for  frigates  as  high 
as  the  town  of  Tholen.  The  chan¬ 
nel  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  which 
connects  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Scheldt 
between  South  Beveland  and  the 
dikes  of  Oofendrecht  and  Woonf- 
drecht,  is  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  in  breadth,  and  fo  fhallow  as 
to  be  fordable  at  low  water. 

The  ifiands  themfelves  have,  in 
general,  one  character.  They  are 
below  the  level  of  the  fea  at  high 
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water,  and  are  only  prote&ed  from 
its  inroads,  in  fome  parts  by  low 
fand-hills,  and  in  others  by  dikes; 
the  foil  is  alluvial,  and  well  culti¬ 
vated,  and  for  the  mod  part  abun¬ 
dant  in  its  produce.  The  climate  is 
very  unhealthy,  from  the  prevalence 
ot  agues  and  intermitting  fevers, 
and  it  is  calculated  that  above  two- 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  are  an¬ 
nually  fubjedt  to  an  attack  from 
what  is  called  the  koorts,  or  marfh 
fever,  the  effedts  of  which,  how¬ 
ever,  are  infinitely  more  fatal  to 
Grangers.  Of  the  iflands,  Walche- 
ren  is  the  mod  important,  and 
contains  Middleburg,  the  capital 
of  the  province.  It  is  about 
thirty-fix  miles  in  circumference. 
A  range  of  fand  hills,  from  thirty 
to  fixty  feet  above  high  water 
mark,  commences  from  the  Haak 
battery,  and  extends  nearly  to 
Flufhing,  protecting  it  from  the 
North  Sea.  Its  defences,  at  the 
time  of  the  expedition,  confided 
of  the  Haak  battery  on  the  north, 
a  miferable  work  commanding  the 
entrance  of  the  Veere  Gat,  the 
town  of  Veere,  which  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  rampart  and  ditch, 
and  Flufhing. 

Flufhing  contained  two  bafons, 
of  which  the  larger  was  confider- 
ahle,  and  capacious  for  line  of 
battle  diips.  The  dock-yard  was 
furnifhed  with  flips  for  the  build¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  of  a  feventy- 
four  gun  (hip,  a  frigate,  and  a 
brig.  The  town  was  defended 
towards  the  land,  by  a  line  of 
baflions,  fufficiently  imperfect  in 
their  conftru&ion,  and  by  a  wet 
ditch,  but  without  glacis,  or  out¬ 
work,  and  about  fifty  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  were  mounted  on  this  range  ; 
but  towards  the  fea  the  batteries 
were  more  powerful.  The  works, 
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in  general,  were  in  a  weak  and 
negleded  date,  and  the  French, 
to  whom  the  town  had  been  for¬ 
mally  transferred  by  the  Dutch 
government  in  1807,  had  for  fome 
time  pad  projected  an  entire  repa¬ 
ration  and  completion  of  them. 
It  appears,  by  an  order  of  Buona¬ 
parte’s,  dated  March  1808,  re- 
fpedling  the  defence  of  Flufhing, 
that  he  was  already  aware  of  the 
podibility  of  an  attack  upon  that 
point,  and  the  defence  of  Flulhing 
is  there  dated  to  be  founded  upon 
the  power  of  inundating  the  ific 
by  cutting  the  dikes.  At  the 
time  of  the  failing  of  our  expedi- 
tion,  the  whole  of  Zealand  was 
remarkably  deditute  of  troops. 
There  were  about  4,000  in  Wal- 
cheren,  almod  wholly  compofed  of 
Dutch  and  Germans,  Irifti  and 
Spaniards.  In  South  Beveland 
there  were  none,  and  even  Bergen- 
op.  Zoom  contained  no  regular 
garrifon. 

Of  the  other  defences  of  the 
Scheldt,  the  fort  of  Batzh  was  a 
wretched  earth-work,  mounting 
fourteen  guns  toward  the  fea. 
Above  Batzh  lie  the  forts  Lillo 
and  Liefkenfhoek,  commanding 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  of  which 
the  former  was  cafemated,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  fudainlng  a  fhort  fiege. 
Some  other,  and  lefs  confiderable 
works,  occur  between  thefe  forts 
and  Antwerp,  which  is  defended 
by  a  regular  citadel,  and  the  ap¬ 
proach  from  the  left  bank  of  the 
Scheldt  covered  by  an  outwork, 
called  the  Tete  de  Flandres  ;  the 
ground  in  front  of  which  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  inundated  upon  emer¬ 
gency.  The  city  is  very  exten- 
five ;  but  it  was  expe<5ted  to  be 
poflible  to  effe<T  the  dedru&ion  of 
the  arfenal  and  dock-yards  with- 
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out  obtaining  poffeffion  of  the  ci¬ 
tadel.  The  ffores  of  the  eaft, 
from  the  Roornpot  to  Bergen. op- 
Zoom,  were  without  any  defence 
whatever. 

This  general  account  of  the 
country  is,  in  fome  meafure,  ne- 
neffary  for  the  proper  underftand- 
ing  of  the  narrative  which  we  are 
about  to  give.  The  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations,  as  concerted  previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  expedition, 
was  as  follows The  left  wing 
of  the  army,  conf  iding  of  10,000 
men,  under  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  was 
deftined  to  take  poffeffion  of  Wal- 
cheren.  The  point  of  landing  was 
to  depend  upon  the  wind,  and  their 
fubfequent  operations  on  the  ifland 
were  to  be  left  to  be  guided  by 
circumftances.  Lord  Huntley,  with 
5,000  men,  was  ordered  to  difem- 
bark  upon  the  ifland  of  Cadfand, 
and  there  take  up  an  intrenched 
petition,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting 
off  any  communication  between 
Flanders  and  the  town  of  Flufh- 
ing.  An  equal  force,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Grofvenor,  was  intended  to 
occupy  the  ifland  of  Schowen,  to 
the  north  of  the  Eaft  Scheldt, 
while  General  Sir  John  Hope,  with 
the  referve,  confiding  of  7500 
men,  proceeded  to  take  poffeffion 
of  South  Beveland,  and  protected 
the  operations  carrying  on  in  Wal- 
cheren.  The  remainder  of  the 
forces,  conftituting  Lord  Rofsiyn’s 
divificn,  and  including  all  the  ca¬ 
valry,  were  to  remain,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  on  board,  until  thefe 
preliminary  operations  fhould  be 
effected.  The  naval  force  was  dis¬ 
tributed  fo  as  moil  effectually  to 
co-operate  n  the  profecution  of 
thefe  objedts. 

On  the  28th  of  July  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  failed  from  the  Downs  in  the 


Venerable,  accompanied  by  the 
divifions  of  Sir  John  Hope  and 
Lord  Huntley,  and  anchored  the 
fame  evening  off  the  weft  coaft  oi 
Walcheren.  The  left  wing,  un¬ 
der  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  followed  on 
the  next  day,  a.nd  General  Grofve- 
nor’s  divifton,  from  Harwich,  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Roompot  on  the  iff 
of  Auguft. 

On  the  30th  July,  a  detachment 
of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  divifton  landed, 
without  impediment,  on  the  north¬ 
ern  point  of  the  ifland,  carried  the 
Haak  battery  immediately,  and 
advanced  the  fame  evening  upon 
Veere.  On  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  left  wing 
was  difembarked,  and  a  force  be¬ 
ing  left  to  mafk  Veere,  the  troops 
proceeded  upon  Middleburgh, 
which  being  without  any  means  of 
defence,  capitulated  on  the  31ft. 
Next  morning  Veere  furrendered, 
and  the  garrifon,  conftfting  of 
about  500  men,  became  nriioners 
of  war.  We  then  advanced  upon 
Fluffing  ;  every  exertion  was 
made  for  the  immediate  difembark- 
ation  of  the  heavy  artillery,  and 
the  haftening  of  all  the  arrange¬ 
ments  neceffary  for  the  inftant  at¬ 
tack  of  the  town. 

On  the  3d  the  fort  of  Ram  mi- 
kins,  with  127  men,  furrrendered  ; 
and  our  flotilla  was  enabled  to 
advance  upon  the  Sloe  canal,  and 
co-operate  for  the  inveftment  of 
Fluffing  towards  the  eaft.  The 
ifland  of  Cadfand  was,  however, 
ftill  unoccupied.  Preparations  had 
been  made  for  a  landing  on  the 
30th,  but  it  was  found  that  boats 
could  not  be  collected  for  the  dif- 
embarkation  of  more  than  600  men 
at  a  time ;  a  number,  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  too  fmall  to  effeCt  a  defeent 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Lord 
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Huntley’s  divifion  therefore  re¬ 
mained  for  fome  time  on  board. 
The  enemy  availed  himfelf  of  this 
to  pufn  reinforcements  acrofs  to 
Flufhing ;  nine  fchuyts,  full  of 
troops,  got  over  on  the  night  of 
the  ill,  and  others  were  after¬ 
wards  feen  to  effect  the  pafifage, 
without  any  interruption  from  our 
fleet. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  referve, 
under  Sir  John  Hope,  had  taken 
pofleffion  of  South  Beveland.  On 
the  morning  of  the  31ft  of  July, 
they  weighed  anchor,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  Zierickzee,  in 
Schowin.  The  fame  day  a  divi- 
flon  of  fourteen  of  the  enemy’s 
gun- boats  efcaped  from  Veere, 
through  the  channel  which  runs 
between  North  Beveland  and  Wol- 
phartfdyck.  On  the  following 
morning  a  landing  was  effedled  on 
the  dyke  between  Wemelding  and 
Kattendyk,  about  five  miles  from 
Ter  Goes,  the  chief  town  of  the 
ifland  ;  the  magiftrates  of  which 
almoft  immediately  prefented  them- 
felves,  and  placed  the  town  under 
the  protection  of  the  Englifh. 
Head  quarters  were  here  eftabliih- 
ed,  and  the  furrounding  villages 
occupied  without  oppofition.  A 
detachment  of  about  an  hundred 
men,  part  of  a  detachment  that 
had  made  its  efcape  the  day  before 
from  Walcheren,  fell  in  with  our 
advanced  guard,  and  were  made 
prifoners.  The  enemy  offered  no 
refiftance,  but  abandoned  their 
batteries,  after  fpiking  the  guns, 
and  deftroying  the  ammunition. 
Upon  arriving  at  Waarden,  Sir 
John  Hope  fent  forwards  a  party 
to  reconnoitre  the  fort  of  Batzh, 
the  defences  of  which  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  confiderable ;  but  the 
march  of  the  party  was  arrefted 
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by  the  intelligence  that  General 
Bruce,  who  commanded  in  the 
fort,  had  fuddenly  pafled  over 
with  his  garrifon  to  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  A  fmall  detachment  was 
in  confequence  fent  forward  to  oc¬ 
cupy  Batzh,  and  the  whole  of  the 
ifland  had  fubmitted  within  thirty 
hours  after  our  landing.  The 
works  of  the  fort  at  Batzh  are 
defcribed  as  contemptible  ;  but  a 
broad  wet  ditch  protected  it  from 
affault,  and  its  reduction,  by  the 
eflablilhing  of  batteries,  would 
undoubtedly  have  oecafioned  fome 
delay.  The  mifconduCt  of  the  go¬ 
vernor,  in  abandoning  it,  even  be¬ 
fore  the  approach  of  our  troops, 
was  the  more  fortunate  for  us,  in- 
afmuch  as  Sir  John  Hope  had  not 
with  him  a  Angle  piece  of  heavy 
artillery.  From  this  time  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  this  divifion  were  re- 
flrided  to  the  occupation  of  South 
Beveland,  and  was  confldered 
merely  as  a  corps  of  obfervation 
during  the  fiege  of  Flufhing.  Ge¬ 
neral  Grofvenor’s  divifion,  finding 
the  ifland  of  Schowen  altogether 
defencelefs,  landed  in  Walcheren, 
and  proceeded  to  co-operate  in  the 
fiege. 

The  reduction  of  the  town  it 
was  refolved  to  effect  by  a  bom¬ 
bardment  ;  a  meafure  which  has 
been  reprobated,  not  only  as  in  it- 
felf  lefs  effectual  than  a  regular  and 
fcientific  attack,  but  as  a  ufelefs 
and  wanton  aggravation  of  the 
miferies  of  war.  The  operations 
concerted  in  purfuance  of  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  were~  equally  loofe 
in  their  plan,  and  in  the  manner 
of  their  execution.  There  ap¬ 
peared  neither  method  or  arrange¬ 
ment  in  the  conftruClion  of  the 
batteries.  Before  the  {lores  were 
landed,  the  troops  were  a&ually 
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placed  within  range  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  The  French  piquets,  in 
many  inftances,  were  fuffered  to 
remain  two  mufquet  fhots  diftant 
from  the  town,  and  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  a  circumflance,  which  is 
commonly  confidered  to  be  a  dif- 
advantage  to  the  befieged,  the 
wooded  and  inclofed  nature  of  the 
country.  The  batteries  were  in 
general  unneceffarily  diftant  from 
the  place,  and  the  profecution  of 
the  works  was  extremely  tardy, 
irom  the  want  of  arrangement  and 
order  in  the  diftribution  of  the 
working  parties. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  enemy's 
means  of  defence  were  daily  in- 
creafing.  Cadfand,  the  only  place 
from  which  he  could  be  reinforced, 
remained  unoccupied.  On  the  5th 
eleven  boats,  with  troops,  efFe&ed 
the  paffage ;  they  were  followed, 
in  the  night  of  the  6th,  by  nine 
others,  and  it  is  calculated  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  three  days,  about 
3,000  men  were  pufhed  over. 
Monnet,  the  v  French  governor, 
now  aflumed  the  offenfve,  and,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  a  body 
of  2,000  men,  under  General  Cf- 
den,  made  a  fortie  from  the  place. 
They  directed  a  vigorous  and  well 
fuppcrted  attack  on  our  right,  but 
after  a  conflict  of  fome  obftinacy 
were  driven  back  upon  the  place 
with  great  daughter.  Our  lofs  on 
the  occafion  confided  of  fourteen 
killed  and  141  wounded.  This 
attempt  feemed  to  indicate  in  the 
French  governor  a  difpofition  for 
vigour,  which  his  fubfequent  con- 
dud  did  not  fupport.  The  cir- 
cumftance  upon  which  the  defence 
of  the  place  chiefly  refted,  and  to 
which  Buonaparte’s  order  had  par- 
ticulaily  adverted,  was  Hill  neg¬ 
lected  ;  and  no  decided  meafures 


were  taken  for  the  inundation  of 
the  country  in  his  front.  Some 
fmall  fluices  in  the  counterfcarp  of 
the  ditch  were  opened  upon  the 
news  ot  our  firft  landing,  and  the 
cutting  of  the  dyke  to  the  eaft  of 
the  town  had  been  begun,  but  was 
afterwards  lufpended.  It  was  not 
till  our  veflels  had  taken  up  a  pofl- 
tion  fo  as  effedtually  to  deftroy 
the  communication  with  Cadfand, 
and  complete  the  inveftment  of  the 
place,  that  Monnet  thought  pro* 
per  to  renew  the  meafure  ;  and 
the  water,  which  foon  began  to 
flow  through  the  opening,  ren¬ 
dered  many  parts  of  our  trenches 
ufelefs,  and  fo  far  overflowed  the 
platforms  of  fome  of  the  batteries, 
as  to  impede  the  working  of  the 
artillery.  Under  thefe  circum- 
flances,  it  became  necelfary  to  ufe 
all  polfible  expedition  in  complet¬ 
ing  the  preparations  for  the  bom¬ 
bardment.  A  violent  ftorm,  which 
took  place  on  the  evening  of  the 
loth,  by  increafing  the  inundation, 
occafioned  a  little  further  delay. 
On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the 
13  th,  all  the  batteries  were 
mounted  with  artillery,  and  the 
bombardment  foon  after  began. 

Previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  bombardment,  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the 
town,  informing  the  governor  that 
the  fire  would  be  very  heavy,  and 
adviflng  him  to  fend  away  the 
women  and  children,  who  fhould 
be  allowed  a  free  paffage  through 
the  lines.  Monnet,  however,  re- 
fufed  the  proffered  arrangement, 
and  replied,  that  he  was  perfectly 
able  to  defend  the  women  and 
children.  The  batteries  were  open¬ 
ed  foon  after  noon.  The  wind 
did  not  permit  the  co-operation  of 
our  line  of  battle  (hips,  but  a 
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flotilla  of  bomb  veflels  and  gun¬ 
boats  took  up  a  pofition  on  each 
fide  of  the  town,  and  aflifted  in 
the  bombardment ;  the  artillery 
was  direfted  wholly  againft  the 
town,  with  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
destroying  the  houfes,  and  other 
buildings.  Ten  thoufand  rounds 
of  ammunition  were  expended,  and 
the  town  was  Shortly  feen  to  be  on 
fire  in  feveral  parts  ;  the  fire  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  day.  Soon 
after  nightfall  the  batteries  ceafed, 
and  the  gun  boats  having  ex¬ 
hausted  their  ammunition  drew  off, 
but  throughout  the  whole  night  an 
unremitting  fire  of  Shells,  carcaffes, 
and  rockets,  was  continued  to  be 
poured  upon  the  devoted  town. 

The  effect  of  the  bombardment 
upon  the  garrifon  was  however  Shill 
doubtful,  and  the  inundation  made 
fuch  a  progrefs,  as  materially  to 
impede  our  operations  in  the  low- 
grounds.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  there¬ 
fore  refolved  to  pufh  the  attack 
along  the  dikes,  on  both  flanks  of 
the  place,  and  the  neceffary  lodg¬ 
ments  were  made  with  a  view  to 
this  effect.  On  the  morning  of 
the  14th  the  feaman’s  battery  was 
alfo  completed,  and  the  line  of 
battle  Ships  being  enabled  to  ad¬ 
vance,  feven  fail  of  the  line  open¬ 
ed  their  fire,  which  was  alfo  re¬ 
newed  along  the  line  with  re¬ 
doubled  fury.  That  of  the  enemy 
was  now  nearly  filenced,  and  the 
town  was  obferved  to  be  in  flames 
on  every  fide.  About  four  in  the 
afternoon  Lord  Chatham  fufpended 
our  firing,  and  fent  to  offer  terms 
to  the  garrifon.  Monnet  returned 
for  anfwer,  that  he  would  decide 
as  foon  as  ne  could  obtain  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  a  council  of  war.  At  nine 
in  the  evening,  he  was  informed 


that  hostilities  would  be  refumed 
in  half  an  hour  ;  and  accordingly 
the  batteries  recommenced  their 
firing ;  foon  after  ten  he  fent  to 
propofe  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for 
forty- eight  hours,  but  this  was  of 
courfe  rejected. 

The  bombardment  continued 
throughout  the  night.  Some  of 
the  batteries  were  found  to  be  too 
diftant  from  the  place;  with  the 
view  of  remedying  this  defedl,, 
and  at  the  fame  time  of  checking 
the  progrefs  of  the  inundation,  and 
filling  up  the  cut,  Sir  EyreCoote 
ordered  that  the  dyke  Should  be 
occupied  one  thoufand  yards  in 
front  of  the  prefent  batteries. 
About  midnight,  when  the  tide 
was  at  its  loweSt  ebb.  Colonel 
Pack  advanced  along  the  dyke 
with  detachments  from  the  thirty- 
fixth  and  feventy-firft  regiments, 
and  eroding  the  cut,  attacked  and 
carried  a  French  battery,  which 
was  advanced  about  five  hundred 
„  and  fixty  yards  in  front  of  the 
works.  In  this  little  affair  we 
took  forty  prifoners  ;  our  own 
lofs,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miff¬ 
ing,  amounted  to  thirty-eight 
men. 

About  two  in  the  morning,  of  the 
15th,  Monnet  Signified  his  will¬ 
ing  nefs  to  furrender,  and  on  the 
fame  day  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  agreed  to,  by  which  the  gar¬ 
rifon,  confiSSing  of  5,803  perfons, 
were  to  lay  down  their  arms  in 
front  of  the  place,  and  be  fent  as 
prifoners  of  war  to  England.  We 
had  thus  attained  one  of  the  ob- 
jedfs  of  the  expedition,  but,  as  it 
is  laid,  at  the  expence  of  a  moil 
unneceffary  delay.  Jt  has  been 
afferted,  that  3,000  men,  in  fe¬ 
ven  ty  hours,  would,  under  proper 
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management,  have  conflruCted  the 
works  and  batteries  which  it  coft 
an  army  ten  days  to  complete. 

The  next  day  we  entered  the 
town,  which  was  in  many  places  a 
heap  of  ruins,  from  the  effeCts  of 
our  fire.  The  ftadthoufe,  two 
churches,  and  above  two  hundred 
and  fifty  houfes  were  dedroyed ; 
and  there  was  hardly  a  building  in 
the  city,  whether  public  or  pri¬ 
vate,  which  efcaped  damage.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  bombardment 
above  335  of  the  inhabitants,  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  killed. 
The  garrifon  fufFered  compara¬ 
tively  little,  being  for  the  mod 
part  polled  on  the  right  of  the 
town,  in  a  fituation  where,  from 
the  unufual  didance  of  the  batte¬ 
ries  oppofed  to  this  part,  they 
were  fcarceiy  at  all  expofed  to  the 
fire  of  them.  The  duty  on  the 
ramparts  was  impofed  on  the  burg¬ 
hers,  who  were  kept  in  their  pofl 
by  French  bayonets.  In  the  dock¬ 
yard  we  found  a  fhip  of  the  line, 
a  frigate,  and  a  brig,  nearly 
jfinifhed. 

The  fall  of  Flufhing  left  nothing 
to  didraCl  our  attention  from  the 
immediate  profecution  of  the  ulte¬ 
rior  objects  of  the  expedition. 
With  this  view,  the  fort  of  Batzh 
was  of  importance,  both  as  a  point 
of  obfervation  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Scheldt,  and  as  affording  a 
place  of  depot  in  the  cafe  of  our 
advance  upon  Antwerp.  The  in¬ 
telligence  of  its  furrender  reached 
Lord  Chatham  early  on  the  3d, 
and  it  has  been  made  a  fubjeCl  of 
reproach  to  him  that  he  did  not 
immediately  in  perfon  proceed  thi¬ 
ther,  by  which  he  would  have  had 
the  earlieft  means  of  judging  how 
far  the  continued  profecution  of 


the  expedition  was  practicable.  Sir 
John  Hope,  upon  his  arrival  at 
Batzh,  immediately  made  every 
exertion  for  the  re-efiablifiiment  of 
the  batteries,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  defences  of  the  place. 
On  the  5  th  the  enemy  cannonaded 
the  fort  from  their  flotilla,  but 
from  fuch  a  didance,  that  their  fire 
was  altogether  ineffectual.  The 
fame  evening  a  ford  acrofs  the 
Bergen-op-Zoom  channel  was  dif- 
covered,  which  appeared  to  be 
practicable  for  an  hour  in  the 
courfe  of  each  tide.  On  the  8th, 
the  enemy  recommenced  his  can¬ 
nonade,  but  as  ineffectually  as  be¬ 
fore.  Next  day  the  divifions  of 
Lords  Rofslyn  and  Huntle)  landed 
on  South  Beveland,  and  took  up 
cantonments  on  the  ifland. 

An  attempt  was  made,  on  the 
1  ith,  to  pufh  two  divifions,  of  fix 
gun-boats  each,  from  Lillo  to  Ber¬ 
gen-op-Zoom.  The  fir  ft  fucceed- 
ed  in  reaching  its  deftination  ;  the 
fecond  divifion  ran  aground,  and 
was  deftroyed  by  the  enemy.  On 
the  following  morning,  a  light 
fquadron  of  Britifh  veffels,  con¬ 
fiding  of  ten  floops  and  forty  gun 
boats,  arrived  by  the  V eergat  and 
Weft  Scheldt,  and,  combining  with 
a  confiderahle  force  of  armed  flat 
boats  and  launches  from  the  Eaft 
Scheldt,  took  up  an  anchorage  in 
front  of  the  fort.  There  appeared 
to  be  no  fufficient  reafon  for  the 
delay  which  had  occurred  in  the 
arrival  of  thefe  veffels.  The  ene¬ 
my's  flotilla  now  proceeded  to 
take  a  fafer  anchorage  between  the 
forts  of  Lillo  and  Liefkenfhoek, 
and  their  fhips  of  war  were  light¬ 
ened  of  their  guns,  and  carried  up 
to  Antwerp.  On  the  15th  a  ca¬ 
pitulation  was  arranged  for  the 
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Iflands  of  Schowen  and  Duiveland, 
and  a  detachment  of  100  men  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  garrifon  the  town  of 
Zierickzee,  On  the  morning  of 
the  1 6th  two  frigates  arrived  be¬ 
fore  Batzh,  in  addition  to  the 
naval  force  already  affembled 
there. 

The  enemy  in  the  meanwhile 
had  not  been  idle.  Every  poffible 
effort  was  made  to  prepare  for  the 
reception  of  the  invaders.  Batte¬ 
ries  were  eftablifhed  on  both  banks 
of  the  Scheldt,  a  boom  was  thrown 
acrofs  the  river  from  Lillo  to  Lief- 
kenfhoek,  and  meafures  taken  to 
fink  veffels  in  the  channel,  fo  as  to 
impede  the  navigation  to  Antwerp, 
On  the  land  fide  the  arrangements 
made  were  equally  formidable. 
Advantage  was  every  where  taken 
of  the  nature  of  the  country  to 
render  the  advance  of  an  enemy 
almoft  impoflible.  Preparations 
were  made  to  cut  the  dykes  of 
Tholen,  fo  as  to  inundate  the  trad! 
between  that  place  and  Bergen- op- 
Zoom ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  it 
was  intended  to  lay  the  low  ground 
near  Lillo  and  Liefkenfhoek,  and 
the  whole.of  the  Polders,  between 
Hulft  and  the  Tete  de  Flan  dr es  un¬ 
der  water.  Reinforcements  were 
daily  pouring  into  Bergen. op- 
Zoom  and  Antwerp,  at  which  laft 
place  Marfhal  Bernadotte  had  ar¬ 
rived,  to  aflame  the  diredion  of 
the  operations. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  it  be¬ 
gan  to  be  doubted  whether  any 
*  further  attempt  was  practicable. 
The  commander,  in-chief,  however, 
who,  in  fad,  by  his  continued 
refidence  in  Walcheren,  would 
fcarcely  feem  to  have  given  him- 
felf  the  means  of  forming  an  opi¬ 
nion  upon  the  fubjed,  gave  orders 
which  appeared  to  imply  an  in¬ 


tended  advance  in  the  diredion  of 
Antwerp.  A  divifion  of  line  of 
battle  (hips  proceeded  up  the  Weft 
Scheldt  to  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
On  the  17th  General  A! ten’s  corps 
was  paifed  over  from  Walcheren 
to  South  Beveland,  and  the  divi- 
fions  of  Generals  Grofvenor  and 
Graham  were  embarked  in  trans¬ 
ports,  and  ordered,  together  with 
the  horfe  tranfports,  ftore  (hips, 
and  artillery  (hips,  to  proceed  to 
Batzh. 

Thefe  movements  feemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  the  intended  adoption  of 
more  adive  meafures  ;  and  the  ex- 
pedation  of  the  army  was  con¬ 
firmed  when  at  length  it  was  an¬ 
nounced,  on  the  19th,  that  the 
commander-in-chief  was  about  to 
put  himfelf  in  motion,  by  tranh 
ferring  his  head-quarters  to  Ter 
Goes.  On  the  20th,  however,  it 
was  hated,  that  the  removal  would 
not  take  place  till  the  21ft,  on 
which  day  the  noble  lord  did,  in 
fad,  quit  Middleburg,  and  leav¬ 
ing  General  Frazer,  with  eight  or 
9,000  men  to  garrifon  Walcheren, 
proceeded  to  Ter  Goes,  a  diftance 
of  fourteen  miles.  On  the  2  2d  he 
went  to  Schar,  a  village  feven 
miles  from  Ter  Goes,  on  the  road 
to  Batzh,  and  after  holding  a  con¬ 
ference  with  Sir  John  Hope,  re¬ 
turned  the  fame  evening  to  Ter 
Goes.  On  the  23d  he  let  out  for 
Batzh,  and  reached  that  day  the 
village  of  Krabbendyk,  about 
thirteen  miles  from  Ter  Goes  ;  and 
by  the  following  noon  performed 
the  remaining  fix  of  the  nineteen 
miles  between  Ter  Goes  and 
Batzh ;  at  which  place  he  then 
eftablifhed  his  head -quarters :  eight 
days  and  a  half  after  the  furrender 
of  Flufhing. 

On  the  25th  Lord  Chatham  held 
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conferences  with  feveral  of  the 
general  officers,  and  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  days  councils  of  war  were  con¬ 
vened,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
into  confideration  the  aCtual  ftate 
of  affairs.  On  the  27th  the  Quar¬ 
ter  -  Maker  -  General  Brownrigg 
fubmitted  a  paper  to  the  lieute¬ 
nant-generals  of  the  army,  the  fub- 
ffance  of  which  we  '{hall  give.  It 
{fated,  that  uncontroulable  obfta- 
cles  having  prevented  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Cadfand  in  the  firft  in* 
fiance,  the  enemy  had  availed  him- 
felf  of  the  opportunity  to  more 
than  double  his  garrifon.  From 
this  circumftance,  a  large  portion 
of  the  force  dellined  to  proceed  by 
the  Weft  Scheldt  to  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  points  of  attack,  was  necef- 
farily  detained  to  co-operate  with 
the  befteging  corps ;  the  enemy- 
had  been  enabled  to  protraCt  his 
defence  for  fifteen  days,  and  it  be¬ 
came  no  longer  poffible  to  carry, 
as  had  been  intended,  by  a  rapid 
and  firnultaneous  movement,  the 
objeCl  of  the  expedition  to  its  ulti¬ 
mate  extent.  Such  were  theaClual 
circumftances  under  which  the  ar¬ 
mament  had  arrived  in  its  prefent 
fit  uation. 

With  refpeCt  to  its  future  ope¬ 
rations,  the  paper  obferved,  that 
it  appeared,  by  concurring  intel¬ 
ligence,  that  the  enemy’s  whole 
force,  in  and  near  Antwerp, 
amounted  to  35,000  men.  Our 
total  numbers  did  not  exceed 
30,000  effectives.  Of  thefe  6,000 
mu  ft  be  left  in  Walcheren,  and 
2,000  in  South  Eeveland,  giv¬ 
ing  a  difpofable  force  of  only 
22,000  men  for  the  fiege  of  An¬ 
twerp,  and  the  other  operations 
connected  with  It.  But  to  fecure 
in  thefe  meafures  the  co- opera¬ 
tion  of  our  naval  force,  it  would 


become  neceffary  to  reduce  Lief- 
kenfhoek  and  Lillo,  and  to  mafk 
Bergen-op-Zoom  ;  and  after  the 
detachment  of  the  troops,  necef¬ 
fary  for  the  effecting  thefe  ob- 
je<fls,  there  would  remain  for  the 
fiege  of  Antwerp,  a  body  of 
10,000  men;  a  force  inferior  to 
that  which  was  known  to  form 
its  garrifon.  The  plan  was, 
therefore,  clearly  impracticable  ; 
and  yet  it  was  the  only  one  by 
which  we  could  avail  ourfelves 
of  the  co-operation  of  our  naval 
means.  Any  attempt  at  a  move¬ 
ment,  independent  of  the  naval 
force,  would  be  attended  by  in- 
creafed  difficulties,  in  the  tranf- 
port  of  our  artillery  and  ftores. 
The  inveftment  of  the  place  could 
not  be  complete,  and  the  enemy 
would  have  the  means  of  inde¬ 
finitely  increafmg  his  force  during 
the  period  of  our  preparation  for 
the  attack,  which  would  neceffa- 
rily  occupy  a  fpace  of  three 
weeks,  from  the  time  of  landing. 
The  defences  of  the  town  itfelf 
were  ftated  to  be  reftored  ;  the 
demi  revettment,  and  fodded  para¬ 
pet,  to  be  in  good  repair  ;  the 
ditches  deepened  and  full  ;  guns 
mounted  on  the  baftions;  and  bat¬ 
teries  conftruCting  on  the  quay. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
lieutenant-generals,  that  the  un¬ 
dertaking  the  fiege  of  Antwerp 
was  impraClicable ;  and  that  the 
great  objeCt  being  thus  aban¬ 
doned,  no  poffible  advantage  could 
refult  from  attempting  any  minor 
operations. 

Furfuant  to  the  refult  of  thefe 
deliberations,  Lord  Chatham,  on 
the  29th,  wrote  home  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  neceffity  he  found  him- 
felf  under,  of  abandoning  all  fur¬ 
ther 
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ther  profecution  of  the  propofed 
plan  of  operations  ;  on  the  fame 
day  he  removed  to  Ter  Goes,  and 
returned,  on  the  2nd  of  September, 
to  Middleburgh.  Arrangements 
were  immediately  made  for  re. 
moving  the  lick,  and  re-embarking 
the  feveral  corps  in  South  Beve- 
land.  The  idands  of  Schowen, 
and  North  Beveland,  were  at  the 
fame  time  evacuated,  and  on  the 
4th  of  September,  the  rear-guard 
of  the  refer ve  proceeded  down  the 
Well  Scheldt,  on  board  a  fqua- 
dron  of  frigates.  The  line  of 
battle. Ihips,  armed  veffels,  and 
tranfports,  having  previoudy  taken 
their  departure  upon  the  firft  in¬ 
timation  of  the  intended  retreat. 
Walcheren  was  now  the  only  part 
of  Zealand  Hill  occupied  by  our 
troops.  On  the  14th  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  fet  fail  tor  England,  leaving 
15,000  men  to  garrifon  Walche¬ 
ren,  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  who,  on  the  24th  of  Oct. 
was  fucceeded  in  the  government 
of  the  illand,  by  General  Don. 

Such  was  the  unhappy  clofe  of 
the  operations  of  an  armament, 
which,  perhaps,  more  than  any 
which  had  ever  left  our  fnores, 
had  excited  the  hopes  and  expec¬ 
tations  of  the  country.  But  bit¬ 
ter  as  was  the  difappointment, 
the  darker  portion  of  the  dory 
remains  yet  to  be  told.  It  will 
have  been  obferved,  that  in  the 
quarter-mader  general's  report, 
the  total  of  our  effective  force  is 
Hated  at  30,000  men.  This  di¬ 
minution  is  to  be  accounted  for. 
About  the  middle  of  Augud,  the 
effeds  of  the  climate  began  to 
fhew  itfelf,  by  its  operation  on 
the  health  of  the  army,  and  the 
difeafe  foon  fpread  with  tremen¬ 
dous  rapidity.  At  the  time  of 


the  holding  of  the  council  of  war, 
the  number  of  lick  amounted  to 
3,500,  and  by  the  next  day  it 
was  augmented  to  4,000  ;  a  fort¬ 
night  after,  when  Lord  Chatham 
embarked  for  England,  the  num¬ 
bers  on  the  fick-lift  were  not  lefs 
than  8,000. 

This  was  a  calamity,  which 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  in 
the  lead:  forefeen,  inafmuch  as  no 
efpecial  preparations  had  been 
made,  either  to  counterad  or  al¬ 
leviate  it.  It  was,  however, 
known,  that  the  province  of  Zea¬ 
land,  is  one  of  the  mod  baneful 
climates  in  the  world.  Low  and 
fwampy  from  its  fue,  it  is  every 
where  furrounded  and  interfered 
by  the  oozy  beaches  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  of  the  Scheldt, 
and  an  atmofphere  is  thus  gene¬ 
rated,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
fufHciently  feel  the  baneful  ededs, 
by  all  the  fymptoms  of  habitual 
relaxation  and  diforder.  But  to 
others  than  natives  it  is  peculiarly 
pernicious.  The  garrifons  which 
are  fent  from  other  parts  of  Hol¬ 
land,  to  do  duty  in  Walcheren, 
are  accudomed  to  take  leave  of 
their  friends,  with  the  fame 
gloomy  forebodings,  as  if  their 
dedination  were  to  Surinam,  or 
Batavia;  and  it  is  faid,  that  of 
a  Dutch  regiment,  which  had 
three  years  before  arrived  800 
drong,  only  85  furvived  at  the 
time  our  expedition  landed.  The 
fickly  feafon  commences  in  June, 
and  continues  till  October ;  our 
troops  were  thus  expofed  to  it 
precifely  at  the  period  of  its 
peculiar  prevalence.  But  it  is 
obfervable,  that  in  the  fird  in¬ 
dance  they  felt  nothing  of  its 
ededs,  for  at  the  time  of  the 
fur  render  of  Fiufhing,  not  a  man 
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had  died  of  the  difeafe,  This 
has  been  accounted  for,  both  from 
the  nature  of  its  operation,  which 
in  the  firft  inftance  is  flow,  and 
from  the  counteracting  effeCt  of 
the  exertion  and  excitement,  at¬ 
tending  the  more  aftive  duties 
connected  with  the  profecution  of 
the  liege ;  and  when  the  diforder 
at  length  began  to  manifell  itfelf, 
it  was  attributed  rather  to  acci¬ 
dental  and  temporary  caufes,  than 
to  any  fufpecled  depravity  of  the 
climate.  They  were,  however, 
foon  undeceived  upon  this  point. 
Before  the  clofe  of  Auguft  the 
guards  were  relieved  twice  in  the 
courfe  of  a  day,  in  confequence 
of  the  men  becoming  fick  ;  and, 
towards  the  middle  of  September, 
when  the  difeafe  was  at  its 
height,  the  average  number  of  the 
deaths  was  from  2  to  300  in  a 
week.  Alarmed  at  this  ravage, 
it  was  ordered,  that  no  funeral 
ihould  take  place  till  after  dark, 
in  order  that  the  foldiers  might, 
as  much  as  poffible,  be  kept  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  prevailing  mortality. 
Many  were  fent  to  England,  un¬ 
der  the  hope,  that  the  change 
might  promote  their  recovery, 
but  the  contrary  effeCl  was  found 
to  enfue  ;  and,  of  the  lick  that 
remained  in  the  illand,  a  larger 
proportion  recovered. 

The  general  charaCler  of  the 
difeafe  was,  that  of  continuous, 
or  intermittent  fever,  but  aggra¬ 
vated  by  a  variety  of  anomalous 
fymptoms,  equally  afflicting  -  the 
fufFerer,  and  embarralling  to  the 
phyfician.  When  its  progrefs  had 
aflumed  a  charaCler  decidedly  epi¬ 
demic,  it  became  necelfary  to 
take  into  coniideration,  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  wholly  withdrawing  our 
troops  from  a  ftation,  that  ap¬ 


peared  t©  enfure  their  deftriiCtion. 
That  this  refolution  was  not 
earlier  adopted,  is  chiefly,  it  is 
faid,  to  be  attributed  to  the  re- 
prefentations  of  the  Auftrian  rninif- 
ter,  who,  during  the  negotiations 
for  peace  at  Altenburg,  was  in- 
ItruCled  by  his  court,  to  infill 
particularly  upon  the  necefiity  of 
our  continuing  our  operations  in 
Holland,  in  which  place,  more 
than  any  other,  it  was  faid,  that 
the  employment  of  our  troops 
would  afford  an  effectual  diver- 
fion.  It  remained,  therefore,  only 
to  conlider  the  means,  whereby  it 
might  be  poffible  to  counteract 
the  deleterious  operation  of  the 
climate  upon  our  garrifon.  With 
this  view  it  was  recommended, 
that  the  troops  Ihould,  as  much 
as  poffible,  be  poked  on  the  higher 
grounds ;  particularly  on  the 
range  of  Sand-hills  on  the  well 
and  north-weft  fhores  of  the  illand, 
where,  between  Weft  Capelle,  and 
Bree-Land,  20,000  men  might 
without  difficulty,  have  been  dif- 
pofed  of.  The  advantage  of  this 
lituation  had  not  efcaped  the 
French  :  between  Domburg  and 
Weft  Capelle  they  had  formed  a 
hutted  camp  for  2000  men,  which 
was  always  occupied  during  the 
fickly  feafon  ;  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  royals,  who  had 
been  quartered  near  Weft  Capelle, 
were  by  much  the  moll  healthy 
of  any  regiment  on  the  illand.  In 
faCt  any,  even  the  flighted:  eleva¬ 
tion  was,  in  this  refped,  found 
to  be  attended  with  beneficial  ef- 
fedls  ;  the  troops  quartered  in  the 
upper  ftories  appeared  to  be  lefs 
liable  to  the  difeafe,  and  to  take 
it,  when  attacked,  in  its  mildeft 
charaCler.  Attention  was  alfo 
paid  to  the  drefs  and  the  diets  of 
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men.  On  this  laft  point  a  higher 
and  more  generous  fyftem  of  diet 
was  recommended,  together  with 
a  frequent  ufe  of  fpirits  and 
fpices. 

At  the  fame  time  a  plan  of 
defence  for  the  illand,  in  the  event 
which  was  to  be  expefted  of  an 
attack  from  the  French,  was 
drawn  out  at  the  defire  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  by  Sir  Richard  Strachan. 
According  to  the  fcheme  detailed 
in  Sir  Richard’s  memorial,  a  force 
of  12,000  men  was  to  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  fufficient  for  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Walcheren,  fupported  by 
the  co-operation  of  our  naval 
means.  The  pofleftion  of  the 
illand  itfelf,  he  feems  to  have  con- 
iidcred  as  of  great  importance, 
and  he  ftrongly  diffuaded  its  eva¬ 
cuation.  Captain  Cockburn,  who 
was  alfo  confulted  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  thought  differently.  Fie  faw 
no  other  ufe  that  we  could  make 
of  Walcheren,  but  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  the  French  fleet  from  the 
Scheldt  ;  and  the  only  confequence 
would  be,  that  their  fleet  would 
remain  where  it  was,  and  where, 
as  had  been  proved,  we  could  not 
get  at  it.  In  the  other  cafe,  fa¬ 
vourable  circumftances  might,  in¬ 
deed,  enable  the  enemy  to  efcape, 
but  it  would  be  at  confiderable 
rifk  ;  and  he  added,  that  he  could 
not.  but  think,  that  a  French  fleet 
being  at  fea  was  more  advanta¬ 
geous  to  us,  than  the  knowledge 
of  its  exigence  in  a  fafe  harbour. 
In  the  latter  cafe,  it  is  a  conflant 
fource  of  anxiety  to  us  ;  in  the 
former  it  is  impoflible  to  defcribe 
the  energy,  fpirit,  and  hope,  with 
which  the  chance  of  its  deftruc- 
tion  fills  every  bread:  :  efpecially 
of  thofe  who  have  fpent  many  a 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


long  and  dreary  night,  blockading 
them. 

The  treaty  of  Vienna  was 
figned,  on  the  '14th  of  Q&o- 
ber,  and  minifters,  at  length, 
came  to  the  refolution  of  evacu¬ 
ating  their  conqueft.  On  the  13th 
of  November  orders  were  dif- 
patched  to  General  Don,  enjoin-* 
ing  him  to  take  meafures  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  illand,  and  for 
the  deftruRion  of  the  bafin  of 
Flufhing,  and  of  the  naval  defen¬ 
ces  of  the  illand.  Accordingly, 
on  the  26th,  the  parapet  of  the 
fea-lines  was  deftroyed.  On  the 
9th  of  December,  the  greater  part 
of  the  troops  were  embarked,  and, 
on  the  following  day,  the  piers 
of  the  flood-gates  of  the  naval 
bafin  were  blown  up.  The  eaft 
fide  of  the  bafin  had  already  been 
deftroyed  by  the  failors.  The 
weft:  fide  was  fullered  to  remain, 
upon  a  reprefen tation  from  the  in¬ 
habitants,  that  its  removal  would 
occafion  the  deftrudtion  of  a  great 
part  of  the  town  ;  the  arfenal  and 
naval  magazines  in  the  dock-yard 
were  then  burnt.  On  the  22nd 
the  rear-guard  was  embarked, 
and,  by  the  next  day,  not  a 
Britifti  foldier  remained  in  the 
illand. 

We  have  given  the  details  of 
thefe  tranfadlions,  at  a  greater 
length,  not  than  their  aftual  im¬ 
portance  demands,  but  than  the 
kind  of  interefl  attached  to  them 
will,  perhaps,  appear  to  juftify. 
Our  notice  of  another  expedition, 
of  which  the  chief  purpofe  was,  al¬ 
fo  a  diverfton  in  favour  of  Auflria, 
will  be  more  brief.  A  body  of 
15000  Britifti  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  John  Stuart, 
failed  on  the  nth  of  June  frons 
ries.  [Q]  Sicily, 
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Sicily,  with  the  view  of  menacing 
the  city  of  Naples,  and  were 
afterwards  joined  by  a  divifion  of 
Sicilian  troops,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Prince  Leopold  of  Sicily. 
On  the  morning  of  the  13th  they 
appeared  off  the  coaft  of  Calabria, 
and  the  enemy,  with  the  view  of 
concentrating  his  forces,  imme¬ 
diately  abandoned  all  his  polls 
along  the  Ihore.  Thofe  oppofite 
Meffina  were  immediately  occu¬ 
pied  and  difarmed  by  a  force, 
which  had  been  detached  for  this 
purpofe,  under  Colonel  Smith,  who 
was  then  proceeding  to  attempt 
the  redudion  of  the  caftle  of 
Scylla,  when  the  fudden  re-ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy,  compelled  him  haftily  to 
embark,,  and  make  for  Meffina, 
with  the  lofs  of  the  whole  of  his  be- 
fieging  train.  The  lofs,  however, 
was  but  for  a  moment.  On  the 
night  of  the  2nd  of  July,  the 
enemy,  after  blowing  up  the  works 
©f  Scylla,  again  fell  back  from 
the  coaft,  and  abandoned  to  us, 
not  only  our  captured  train,  but  a 
large  quantity  of  their  own  ord¬ 
nance  and  {lores,  which  had,  for 
fome  time,  been  colleding  in  de¬ 
pot  at  that  point,  apparently  with 
reference  to  the  long- threatened 
invafton  of  Sicily. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet  purfued  its  courfe,  and 
on  the  24th  of  June,  anchored  off 
Cape  Mifeno.  Preparations  were 
immediately  made  for  a  defcent 
upon  the  ifland  of  Ifchia  ;  and,  on 
the  following  morning,  a  body  of 
2,300  effeded  a  landing,  under 
the  fire  of  our  fhips,  and  affifted 
by  a  itrong  divifion  of  Britifh  and 
Sicilian  gun-boats.  The  fhore, 
wherever  acceffible,  was  ftrongly 


fortified  by  a  chain  of  batteries  p 
which,  however,  were  inftantly 
turned,  and  about  250  prifoners 
fell  into  our  hands.  The  com¬ 
mander,  General  Colonna,  retired 
into  the  caftle.  A  fummons  to 
furrender  was  fent  to  him,  which 
he  rejeded.  On  the  30th  a  breach¬ 
ing  battery  was  completed,  andy 
on  a  repetition  of  the  fummons, 
he  agreed  to  capitulate.  A  fimilar 
requifition  was  then  fent  to  the 
commandant  of  the  neighbouring 
ifland  of  Procida,  which  was  im¬ 
mediately  complied  with  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance,  which  fortunately  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  deftrudion,  or  cap¬ 
ture,  of  a  large  flotilla  of  forty 
heavy  gun-boats,  which,  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  pafs  from  Gaeta  to 
Naples,  expeded  to  find  protec¬ 
tion  under  the  artillery  of  the 
ifland,  but  were  either  taken  or 
deftroyed,  by  a  detachment  of 
our  naval  force,  under  Captain 
Stains  of  the  Cyane.  This  gal¬ 
lant  officer  was  fubfequently  fe- 
verely  wounded,  in  a  brave  but 
unfuccefsfu.1  attempt  upon  a  frigate 
and  corvette  of  the  enemy  in  the 
bay  :  and  it  was  amufing  to  ob- 
ferve,  the  tone  of  triumph  and 

exultation  with  which  this  in- 

ftance  of  our  failure  was  an¬ 

nounced  and  defcribed  in  the  Nea¬ 
politan  papers.  In  theie  opera¬ 
tions  above  1  coo  prifoners  were 
taken,  together  with  nearly  100 
pieces  of  artillery  ;  but  their  moft 
important  confequence  was,  the 

recall  of  a  large  body  of  troops 
from  the  viceroy’s  army  in  Italy, 
together  with  that  of  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  which  had  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  Papal  dominions. 
In  the  face  of  thefe  forces,  aided 
by  an  extenflve  national  guard. 
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it  became  impoffible  to  do,  or  at¬ 
tempt  an y  thing  againft  the  capi¬ 
tal,  but  the  purpofe  of  diverfion 
was  for  the  moil  part  fulfilled,  by 


CHAP. 
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continuing  the  occupation,  of  the 
iflands,  and  compelling  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  a  confiderable  corps 
of  obferYation  by  the  enemy. 


XIV. 


Naval  Affairs,  Efcape  of  the  Brefi  Squadron ,  which  fucceeds  in  liberating 
that  at  L’ Orient.  Sir  jf.  Duckworth  dif patched  in  Purfuit.  Admiral 
Stopford  attacks  fome  French  Frigates  off  Sable  d’Qlanne.  French  Fleet 
reaches  Aix  Roads.  Blockaded  by  Lord  Gambler.  Poftion  of  the 
French  Ships.  It  is  refolved  to  attack  them  by  Fire-Ships ,  and  Lord 
Goehr ane  is  appointed  to  dire  SI  the  Operation .  Proceeds  towards  the 
Enemy’s  Line.  Failure  of  the  Attempt.  The  French  Ships  run  ajhore , 
and  Means  are  taken  to  defray  them.  Impatience  of  Lord  Cochrane . 
Five  of  the  French  Ships  of the  Line  are  taken ,  burnt ,  or  wrecked.  Dif  content 
of  Lord  Cochrane  with  the  Conduit  of  Lord  Gambiert  who  demands  a 
Court-Martial ,  by  which  he  is  honourably  acquitted.  Court-Martial  on 
Admiral  Harvey .  Attack  on  Martinique.  Surrender  of  Fort  Bourbony 
and  Capitulation  of  the  If  and.  The  L’  Orient  Squadron  takes  Refuge  in 
the  Saints.  Blockaded  by  an  Englifh  Squadron ,  but  efcapes  with  the 
Lofs  of  one  V ffel.  Mr.  Stephen  calls  the  Attention  of  Parliament  to  a 
Paffage  in  the  Proclamation  of  General  Beckwith.  Mr.  Marry  at’ s 
Motion  ref  pelting  the  Importation  of  Martinique  Produce Summary  of 
his  Arguments.  Surrender  of  Cayenne  to  an  Englifh  and  Portuguefe 
Force .  French  Frigate  taken.  City  of  St.  Domingo  blockaded  by  the 
Spanijh  Colonifis :  is  taken  by  the  Affifance  of  an  Englifh  Force.  Com¬ 
mercial  Regulations.  French  Settlements  at  Senegal  are  taken-.  Lord 
Collingwood  attacks  and  defroys  a  French  Convoy  near  the  Mouths 
of  the  Rhone.  Part  take  Refuge  in  the  Bay  of  Rofas-y  where  they  are 
burnt  or  brought  out .  State  of  our  American  Relations.  The  Circum - 
fances  which  induced  the  Hope  of  effecting  an  Arrangement  of  our  Dif¬ 
ferences  with  that  Country .  Modifications  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Canning’s  Infractions  to  Mr.  Fr fine  ref  pelting  the  Accommodation 
of  the  Affair  of  the  Chefapeakey  and  the  Repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Singular  Departure  from  his  In  fruitions  in  the  Conduit  of  Mr.  Frfkine. 
His  Admiffion  of  offenfve  Fxpreffions  in  a  Note  refpelting  the  Chefapeake . 
Concludes  an  Arrangement  with  the  American  Secretary ,  which  is  im¬ 
mediately  dif  avowed  by  the  Britfh  Government.  He  is  fucceeded  in  his 
MiJJion  by  Mr.  jfackfon .  Unpopularity  of  that  Minifier  in  America . 
Angry  Correfpondence  between  him  and  the  American  Secretary ,  who 
breaks  off  all  further  Communication  with  him.  Mr.  Jackfon  retires  to 
New  York .  Reflations  of  Congrefs  approving  the  Conduit  of  the  exe¬ 

cutive  Indian  Affairs.  Dfurbances  at  Madras ,  occafoned  by  a  Difpute 
between  the  Military  and  the  Civil  Authorities.  Arrefi  of  Colonel 
Monro  y  his  Liberation  by  an  Order  from  the  Government ,  and  the  fubfe- 
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qmnt  General  Orders  from  General  Macdowal.  Steps  taken  by  the 
Governor  to  rep  refs  the  growing  D  {[contents.  Impofetion  of  a  Tejl  on  the 
Officers ,  which  is  refufed .  Removal  of  the  recufant  Officers.  The 
Troops  at  feveral  Stations  break  out  into  open  Mutiny .  Ineffectual  Mffion 
of  Colonel  Clofe  to  Hydrabad.  Proceedings  at  Seringapatam .  Fatal 
Rencontre  between  the  King> s  Troops  and  the  Chittledroorg  Sepoys.  Arri¬ 
val  of  Lord  Minto  at  Madras.  SubmiJJion  of  the  Officers ,  and  clofe  of 
the  Difurbances .  General  Confi derations  upon  the  SubjeCi ,  and  upon  the 
ConduCt  of  the  Governor. 


THE  record  cf  our  naval  trans¬ 
actions  for  the  prefent  year, 
like  that  of  the  two  or  three 
preceding,  will  be  fhort,  and  com¬ 
paratively  not  important.  The 
mighty  victory  of  Trafalgar  had, 
in  fa£t,  eftablifhed  beyond  all 
rilk  of  difpute,  our  dominion  on 
the  ocean,  and  the  employment 
of  our  marine  became,  thence¬ 
forth,  of  a  nature  more  analagous 
to  the  quiet  exercife  of  ordinary 
garrifon  duties  in  a  conquered 
country,  than  any  thing  refem- 
bling  the  grapple  and  conflict  of 
a&ual  war.  The  moft  daring  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  French  were  con¬ 
fined  to  the  pufhing  of  a  fquadron 
from  one  port  to  another,  or  the 
reinforcement  and  provifioning  of 
a  Weft  India  ifland ;  and  if  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  hazardous  en- 
terprizes,  they  contrived  to  avoid, 
or  efcape  a  British  fquadron,  they 
confidered  themfelves  juftly  en¬ 
titled  to  the  praife  of  the  moft 
complete  and  unqualified  fuccefs. 

An  effort  of  this  nature  was 
attempted,  about  _the  middle  of 
February,  by  the  Breft  fquadron, 
which,  availing  itfelf  of  the  tem¬ 
porary  abfence  of  our  blockading 
force,  occafioned  by  a  long  pre¬ 
valence  of  tempeftuous  wefterly 
winds,  got  out  of  port,  and  made 
for  L’Orient,  where,  according  to 
the  French  account,  they  liberated 
the  fhips  under  Captain  Tronde, 


and  enabled  him  to  proceed  upon 

the  million  confided  to  him.  Lord 

Gambier  was  fpecifically  enjoined 

by  his  inftrudHons,  in  the  event 

of  fuch  an  occurrence,  to  detach 

the  fenior-officer  in  purfuit  of  the 

enemy,  with  fuch  force  as  he 
✓ 

might  think  adequate,  and  to  re¬ 
turn  himfelf  to  Cawfand-bay,  and 
wait  for  farther  orders.  Sir 
John  Duckworth  was  accordingly 
difpatched  with  the  reft  of  the 
fleet,  and  the  commander-in-chief 
made  fail  for  port,  with  his 
own  fhip  the  Caledonia.  Admiral 
Duckworth  proceeded  in  the  firft 
inftance  to  Cadiz,  and  thence  to 
Madeira,  in  the  hope  of  falling 
in  with  the  enemy  ;  but  in  vain. 
In  the  mean  time  Admiral  Stop- 
ford  being  at  anchor,  off  the 
Chaperon  light-houfe,  with  three 
fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates, 
obferved,  on  the  evening  of  the 
23  rd,  feveral  ft  range  fail  to  the 
eaftward,  to  which  he  gave  chace 
till  daylight,  when  he  difcovered 
them  to  be  the  Breft  fquadron, 
confifting  of  eight  fail  of  the  line, 
and  two  frigates,  and  Handing  in 
to  the  Pertuis  d’Antioche.  The 
Naiad  frigate  was  immediately 
detached  to  acquaint  Lord  Gam¬ 
bier  :  (lie  had  made  a  few  miles, 
when  Ihe  made  the  fignal,  for 
three  fail  appearing  fufpicious,  and 
Admiral  Stopford  immediately 
gave  chafe.  They  proved  to  be 

three 
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three  French  frigates,  which  were 
to  have  joined  Willaumet,  at 
L’Orient,  but  could  not  get  out 
in  time,  and  were  now  (landing  in 
for  the  Sable  d’Olonne.  They 
anchored  in  a  pofition  which  the 
admiral  conceived  to  be  attack¬ 
able  ;  he  brought  up  his  veffels  as 
near  as  the  depth  of  water  would 
permit,  and  opened  a  (ire,  which 
foon  compelled  the  frigates  to  cut 
their  cables,  and  run  on  (hore. 
But  the  ebb-tide  making,  and  the 
water  falling  fail,  we  were  obliged 
to  (land  out. 

On  the  26th  the  enemy  weighed 
for  the  Bafque-roads,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  I(le  of  Aix,  where 
they  joined  the  Rochefort  fqua- 
dron  ;  but  one  of  their  veffels,  the 
jean  Bart,  a  new  eighty  gun-flip, 
ffruck  on  a  fhoal,  and  was  totally 
wrecked.  Their  whole  force  wa3 
now  compofed  of  eleven  fail  of  the 
line,  four  frigates,  and  the  Cal¬ 
cutta.  Admiral  Stopford  being 
reinforced,  his  fquadron  confided 
of  feven  fail  of  the  line,  and  five 
frigates,  and  with  thefe  he  re¬ 
fumed  the  blockade.  On  the  7  th 
of  March,  Lord  Gambier  arrived 
with  five  fail  of  the  line,  and  an¬ 
choring  in  the  Bafque-rods,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy’s 
pofition. 

The  French  were  anchored  in 
two  lines,  very  near  to  each  other, 
in  a  dire&ion  due  fouth  from  the 
fort  on  the  Ife  of  Aix,  and  the 
(hips  in  each  line  not  more  than 
their  own  length  apart  ;  by  which 
it  feemed  that  their  anchorage  was 
fo  confined  by  (hoals,  that  (hips 
had  not  fpace  to  run  in  and  anchor 
clear  of  each  other.  The  mod 
didant  flips  of  their  two  lines 
were  within  point  blank  (hot  of 
the  works  upon  the  ifie  of  Aix. 

4 


Under  thefe  circumdances,  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  them  by  line  of  battle 
flips  was  deemed  impracticable ; 
our  veffels  would  have  been  expofed 
to  be  raked  by  the  red  hot  (hot 
from  the  if  and,  and  in  the  event 
of  their  being  difabled  in  their 
mads,  mud  have  remained  within 
range  of  the  enemy’s  fire  till  de- 
droyed,  as  there  was  not  a  fuffici- 
ent  depth  of  water  to  allow  them 
to  moor  out  of  didance  to  the 
fouthward.  The  enemies  veffels, 
however,  appeared  to  be  very 
much  expofed  to  operation  of  fire- 
flips,  and  Lord  Gambier  wrote 
home,  fugged  ing  the  expediency 
of  an  attack  of  that  nature.  The 
admiralty,  it  feems,  had  already 
determined  to  make  the  experi¬ 
ment.  Twelve  tranfports  were 
fitted  out  as  fire-fliips,  five  bomb- 
veffels,  and  a  large  affortment  of 
rockets,  under  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Congreve,  received  orders 
to  put  to  fea  with  all  poffible  ex¬ 
pedition.  Lord  Cochrane,  who 
happened  at  that  time  to  arrive 
from  Catalonia,  was  appointed  to 
the  immediate  conduct  of  the  en- 
terprize,  and  indantly  joined  the 
fleet  in  the  Imperieufe.  This  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  junior  officer  to  a 
fervice,  upon  which  fo  many  older 
officers  were  eager  to  volunteer, 
was  a  fubjecl  of  confiderable  dif- 
gufl  to  the  fleet. 

On  the  10th  of  April  the  twelve 
fire-fliips  arrived  from  England, 
eight  others  had  been  prepared  off 
the  fat  ion,  and  next  evening  mea- 
fures  were  taken  for  the  attack. 
Three  exploflon.  veffels,  which  had 
been  prepared  by  Lord  Cochrane, 
were  to  precede  the  fire-fhips, 
under  his  immediate  direction,  for 
the  purpofe  of  pointing  out,  by 
their  exploflon,  the  proper  time  for 

[Q  3]  kindling 
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kindling  the  fire-fhips.  In  the 
largeft  of  thefe  veffels  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane  led  the  way  himfelf.  It 
contained  1500  barrels  of  gun¬ 
powder,  {tarred  into  puncheons, 
and  placed  end  upwards.  Upon 
thefe  were  difpofed  between  300 
and  400  (hells,  charged  with  fu- 
fees,  together  with  2  or  3000 
hand-granades.  The  puncheons 
were  fattened  to  each  other  by 
cables,  and  jammed  by  wedges, 
fo  as  to  render  the  whole,  from 
Item  to  (tern,  as  folid  as  pofiible. 
Into  this  veffel  Lord  Cochrane 
committed  himfelf,  with  one  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  four  feamen,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  the  enemy  ’s  line. 
It  fhould  be  recolk&ed,  that  the 
batteries  on  fhore  were  provided 
with  furnaces  for  firing  red-hot 
fhot. 

The  wind  blew  a  gale,  and  the 
tide  ran  three  knots  an  hour. 
Lord  Cochrane  approached  the 
enemy  as  near  as  pofiible,  and 
fetting  fire  to  the  fufee  himfelf, 
pufhed  off  with  his  little  crew  in 
a  boat.  Whether  from  the  ftrength 
of  the  wind,  or  whatever  other 
caufe,  the  fufee  burnt  too  quickly, 
and  it  was  with  the  utmoil  diffi¬ 
culty  that  they  got  out  of  reach 
of  the  explofion  which  followed 
a  few  minutes  after.  This  pre¬ 
mature  explofion  occafioned  the 
failure  of  the  whole  attempt.  The 
fire-fhips  were  immediately  kin¬ 
dled,  and  fome  of  them  before 
they  were  in  a  frtuation  to  bear 
down  upon  the  enemy,  who  in 
their  terror  immediately  cut  their 
cables,  and  endeavoured  to  get  up 
the  Charente.  Two  only  of  the 
fire-fhips  fell  on  board  them,  and 
thefe  without  effect. 

A  little  before  fix  next  morning, 
Lord  Cochrane  made  fignal  by 


telegraph  from  the  ImpeFieofe, 
that  feven  of  the  enemy's  {hips 
were  on  fhore,  and  might  be  de- 
ftroyed;  two  others  had  efcaped 
towards  the  Charente,  and  two 
lay  near  their  former  anchorage, 
with  their  broadfides  bearing  upon 
any  thing  that  might  approach  to 
attack  the  fhips  aground — the  tide 
was  then  nearly  at  the  laft  quarter 
ebb.  Lord  Cochrane  was  anxious 
that  a  force  fhould  be  fent  in  fo  as 
to  have  arrived  before  low  water, 
by  which  means  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  fhips 
aground  might  have  been  deftroy- 
ed;  and  for  this  purpofe,  he  thought 
two  fail  of  the  line,  together  with 
the  frigates,  would  have  been  fully 
fufficient.  Lord  Gambier,  how¬ 
ever,  conceived  that  the  tide  was. 
far  too  much  fpent  to  admit  of 
fending  in  a  force  with  the  hope 
of  effecting  any  thing  before  the 
making  of  the  flood  ;  in  which 
cafe,  our  fhips  would  have  been 
locked  in  during  the  whole  of  the 
tide,  expofed  to  the  point  blank 
fhot  from  the  batteries,  and  to  the 
broadfides  of  the  two  veffels  in 
Aix  roads.  He  therefore  deter¬ 
mined  to  defer  the  attack  till  the 
next  tide  ;  in  the  mean  while,  the 
fleet  unmoored,  and  anchored  again 
about  three  miles  difiant  from  the. 
forts  on  the  ifland. 

.  The  enemy,  in  the  interval, 
made  every  exertion  to  warp  their 
veffels  into  deep  water,  and  in  fa 61 
fucceeded  in  getting  all  but  five 
towards  the  entrance  of  the  Cha¬ 
rente,  before  the  commander-in¬ 
chief  thought  it  practicable  to  at¬ 
tack  them.  In  the  mean  while, 
Lord  Cochrane  was  impatiently 
waiting  the  moment  to  begin  the 
attack.  The  fire-fhips  had  failed, 
and  a  little  longer  delay  might 

irrevocably 
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irrevocably  deftroy  the  only  op¬ 
portunity  which  remained  to  him 
of  fulfilling  the  public  expectations,, 
and  retrieving  the  honour  of  the 
day.  At  length,  without  waiting 
for  fignals,  he  weighed  anchor, 
ran  in,  and  went  beyond  the  pofii- 
bility  of  returning.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  opened  a  fire  upon  the  Cal¬ 
cutta,  which  foon  {truck  her  co¬ 
lours  ;  the  Valiant  and  the  Re¬ 
venge,  fhips  of  the  line,  with 
feveral  frigates  and  bombs,  foon 
after  joined  the  attack  upon  the 
Ville  de  Varfovie  and  Aquilon. 
Aifter  fuftaining  a  heavy  fire,  thefe 
veffelsalfo  {truck  about  fix  o’clock, 
and  were  taken  pofl'eflion  of  by  the 
boats  of  the  advanced  fquadrons. 
The  prifoners  were  removed,  and 
the  velfels  fet  on  fire.  The  Ton- 
nerre,  another  line-of-battle  lb  ip, 
was  burnt  by  the  enemy  himfelf. 

This  was  about  the  clofe  of  the 
afternoon.  Five  other  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fhips  were  aground  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Charente,  and  Lord 
Gambler  fent  Rear-Admiral  Stop- 
ford  in  the  Ctefar,  with  the  The- 
feus  and  fire-fhips,  to  effeCt  their 
deftruCtion,  if  it  {hould  be  practi¬ 
cable;  but  on  reaching  the  Aix 
roads,  the  Casfar  grounded.  The 
night  was  dark,  and  the  enemy  on 
the  ifiand  did  not  perceive  that  fhe 
lay  for  nearly  three  hours  within 
range  of  fhot  from  the  batteries. 
The  rear-admiral  finding  that  if 
any  thing  further  was  to  be  done 
agairift  the  enemy,  it  muft  be 
effcCted  by  fmaller  vefi'els,  availed 
himfelf,  before  day- light,  of  a 
fhift  of  wind,  and  returned  to  the 
Bafque  roads.  Lord  Cochrane 
remained  in  the  road  of  Aix  dur¬ 
ing  the  13  th  and  14th,  together 
with  the  Pallas  frigate,  the  Hoops, 
#nd  gun-brigs,  and  the  Etna  bomb, 


But  nothing  further  was  attempted, 
and  on  the  1  £th  the  Imperieufe  was 
fent  to  England  with  the  difpatches. 
The  attack  on  the  enemy’s  {hips  on 
fhore  was  continued  till  the  25th, 
but  without  effedl.  The  enemy 
had,  by  lightening  his  veflels,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  getting  them  fo  far  up 
the  river,  that  even  our  gun-brigs 
frequently  grounded  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  approach  them.  The  In- 
dienne  frigate,  however,  was  burnt 
by  the  French  themfelves  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Charente,  and  the 
Tourville,  a  feventy-four,  was 
completely  wrecked  higher  up. 
Of  the  whole  fleet,  one  or  two 
line-of-battle  fhips,  and  two  fri¬ 
gates,  were  fuppofed  to  be  all  that 
had  efcaped  injury  ;  the  remainder, 
having  been  fo  long  and  fo  often 
aground,  mull  have  been  rendered 
for  fome  time  totally  unfervice- 
able.  Our  lofs  amounted  only  to 
10  killed,  37  wounded,  and  one 
milling. 

The  fuccefs  achieved  was  of 
eonfiderable  importance.  The 
deftination  of  the  fleet,  which  had 
thus  been  either  deftroyed  or  dif- 
abled,  was  generally  fufpeCted  to 
be  Ferro!,  of  courfe  with  the  view 
of  bringing  out  the  Spanifli  fleet 
which  had  been  betrayed  into  the 
hands  of  the  French.  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane,  to  whom  the  chief  merit  of 
the  day  was  unqueftionably  due, 
was  rewarded  by  the  order  of  the 
Bath.  He  himfelf,  however,  felt 
disappointed  and  djflatisfied  that 
he  had  not  been  allowed  to  attempt 
more  ;  and  when  Lord  Mulgrave 
informed  him  of  his  intention  to 
move  in  Parliament  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  the  officers  and  feamen  em¬ 
ployed  upon  this  occafion,  Lord 
Cochrane  Hated,  that  he  {hould 
[  2  dJ  confide? 
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confider  it  as  his  duty  to  oppofe 
any  vote  of  approbation  to  Lord 
Gambler  for  his  conduct  in  the 
affair.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
Lord  Gambier  felt  himfelf  obliged 
to  demand  that  a  court-martial 
fnould  be  appointed,  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  tranfadlion.  From 
the  details  and  circumftances  which 
came  out  in  the  evidence  given 
upon  this  occafion.  Lord  Gambier 
appears  to  have  been  perfe&ly  juf- 
tilled,  according  to  the  ordinary 
mles  of  military  prudence,  in  act¬ 
ing  as  he  did.  But  ftill  it  is  im- 
poftible  to  refill  the  perfuafton, 
that  had  Lord  Cochrane  been  in 
faft  fulfered  to  follow  unreftrict- 
edly  his  own  impulfe  in  the  enter- 
prize,  his  efforts,  though  doubrlefs 
attended  with  fome  confiderahle 
degree  of  hazard,  would  have 
been  crowned  by  the  entire  tie* 
ftruTion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
enemy's  veffels.  The  fentence  of 
the  court  was  of  courfe  one  of  the 
moft  honourable  acquittal. 

Another  court-martial  took 
place  in  connexion  with  this 
tranfadlion.  We  have  already 
alluded  to  the  difcontent  occa- 
fioned  by  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Cochrane  to  the  command  of  the 
iire-fhips.  Admiral  Harvey  in 
particular  felt  irritated,  and  fuf- 
pedting,  though  moft  groundlefsly, 
that  Lord  Gambier  had  fuggefted 
it,  he  expreffed  himfelf  in  lan¬ 
guage  fo  intemperate,  that  the 
commander-in-chief  was  compelled 
to  bring  him  before  a  court-mar¬ 
tial.  Admiral  Harvey  was  in 
confequence  fentenced  to  be  dif- 
Wffed  the  fervice,  but  after  fome 
time,  the  king  was  pleafed  to  re. 
inflate  him  in  his  farmer  rank. 

The  fuccefs  at  the  Bafque  roads 
enabled  Lord  Gambier  to  detach 


two  fquadrons  of  five  fail  each  in 
purfuit  of  the  veffels  which  had 
efcaped  from  FOrient  under  Capt. 
Tronde.  The  deftination  of  this 
fquadron,  which  confifted  of  three 
fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates, 
had  been  to  reinforce  Martinique, 
but  before  their  arrival,  that  ifland 
was  already  in  the  poffeflion  of  the 
Englilh.  On  the  28th  of  January, 
a  force  had  failed  from  Barbadoes, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Beckwith,  and  landed  in 
two  divifions  on  the  30th,  The 
chief  ftrength  of  the  ifland  lay  in 
the  armed  militia,  which  was  nu¬ 
merous  and  well  difciplined  ;  but 
in  confeqnence,  as  it  would  feem, 
of  an  underftanding  between  them 
and  the  Britifh  commanders,  no 
refiftance  was  offered  on  their  part, 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  general  feemed  equally 
favourable  ;  fo  much  fo,  indeed, 
that  a  force  of  two  hundred  men 
only  was  detached  to  take  poffeflion 
of  St.  Pierre,  the  capital  of  the 
colony,  a  confiderable  city,  de¬ 
fended  by  ftrong  works,  and  it 
met  with  no  oppofition.  General 
Beckwith  advanced  towards  the 
heights  of  Surirey,  and  falling  in 
with  the  enemy,  defeated  him 
with  confiderable  lofs.  He  then 
proceeded  to  occupy  the  heights 
which  command  the  Fort  Bour¬ 
bon,  and  preparations  were  quickly 
made  for  the  redudlion  of  the  fort. 
On  the  19th,  a  heavy  fire  was 
opened  upon  the  enemy  from  ftx 
points,  with  fourteen  pieces  of  bat¬ 
tering  cannon  and  twenty-eight 
howitzers.  The  cannonade  and 
bombardment  was  continued  unre¬ 
mittingly  till  the  23d,  when  the 
enemy  fent  a  flag  of  truce,  pro- 
poling  to  furrender  upon  condition 
that  the  garrifon  be  fent  to  France 
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without  reftri&ion  as  to  ferving 
again.  This  was  reje&ed,  and  the 
lire  was  recommenced  the  fame 
evening.  The  next  morning  a 
communication  was  again  made 
from  the  fort,  and  the  garrifon 
agreed  to  furrender  upon  condition 
of  being  conveyed  to  Quiberon 
Bay,  and  to  be  there  exchanged 
rank  for  rank.  The  Captain-Ge¬ 
neral  Villaret  joyeufe,  together 
writh  his  aides-de-camp,  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  to  France  without 
reftridtion  as  to  exchange.  The 
French,  on  the  arrival  of  our 
troops,  had  already  deftroyed  all 
the  {flipping  in  the  harbours  of  the 
ifland,  among  which  were  two  fri¬ 
gates,  the  Amphitrite  and  Carna¬ 
tion. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  FOrient 
fquadron  arrived  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dian  feas,  and  learning  the  fall  of 
Martinique,  took  fhelter  in  the 
Saints,  where  they  were  immedi¬ 
ately  blockaded  by  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane.  A  force  of  about  four 
thoufand  men  was  at  the  fame  time 
detached  from  Martinique,  to  take 
poffeftion  of  thofe  illands.  They 
landed  on  the  12th  of  April,  and 
immediately  made  themfelves  maf. 
ters  of  Mount  Ruflel,  a  ftrong  po- 
fition,  from  which  the  enemy  was 
driven  with  confiderable  lofs.— 
This  fuccefs  compelled  them  to 
pufh  out  their  fquadron.  The  na¬ 
ture  of  the  port  was  remarkably 
favourable  for  evading  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  a  blockading  enemy,  hav¬ 
ing  three  outlets,  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  watch  with  five  fail 
only.  Accordingly  they  contrived 
to  efcape  from  the  harbour  ;  but 
the  Pompee  fucceeded  in  getting 
up  with  one  of  their  veflels,  the 
P’Hautpoult,  of  74  guns  and  680 
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men,  and  feconded  by  the  Caftor 
frigate,  compelled  her  to  ftrike, 
after  a  fevere  adlion  of  an  hour 
and  a  quarter.  The  ifiands  foon 
after  furrendered;  the  garrifon, 
confiding  of  near  eight  hundred 
men,  becoming  prifoners  of  war. 

There  was  a  circumftance  in  the 
reduction  of  the  ifland  of  Marti¬ 
nique,  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  was  called 
by  Mr.  Stephen.  In  the  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  Englilh  general, 
iflued  previous  to  the  attack,  a 
diftinftion  was  made  between  the 
people  of  colour  who  fhould  make 
refinance,  and  the  negroes  found 
with  arms.  The  latter  were  to  be 
called  before  a  military  tribunal, 
and  treated,  as  it  fhould  feem, 
with  greater  feverity  than  the  for¬ 
mer.  Mr.  Stephen  objedled  to 
this,  both  becaufe  a  confiderable 
portion  of  our  own  troops  in  the 
expedition  were  negroes,  and  be¬ 
caufe  it  might  afford  Buonaparte 
an  excufe  for  the  fa v age  practices 
to  which  he  reforted  againft  thofe 
who,  out  of  loyalty  to  their  go¬ 
vernment,  refilled  him.  The  dif- 
tindlion,  he  contended,  was,  more¬ 
over,  unjuft  and  impolitic.  The 
black  troops  had  behaved  with  the 
utmoft  gallantry  on  feveral  occa- 
fions,  and  were  of  infinite  import¬ 
ance  for  the  defence  of  our  Weft 
India  pofleffionsj  and  he  concluded 
by  moving  for  a  return  of  the 
number  of  fuch  employed  in  the 
late  operations.  Lord  Caftlereagh 
replied,  that  this  part  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation  had  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  government.  An  explana¬ 
tion  had  been  alked  for,  and  no¬ 
thing  farther  could  be  done  till 
that  arrived.  He  hoped,  there¬ 
fore,  that  Mr.  Stephen  would 
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think  the  motion  unneceffary  at 
prefent ;  and  it  was  accordingly 
withdrawn. 

The  capture  of  Martinique  was 
on  another  point,  and  one  of  more 
importance,  the  occafion  of  a  par¬ 
liamentary  difcuffion.  Shortly 
after  the  intelligence  of  that  event 
had  reached  England,  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the.  exchequer,  in  anfwer  to 
a  queftion  from  Mr.  C.  Ellis,  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  was  not  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  government  that  any  part 
of  the  produce  of  Martinique 
fhould  be  admitted  in  this  country 
for  home  confumption,  but  merely 
for  the  purpofe  of  exportation. 
A  bill  was  accordingly  introduced 
for  regulating  upon  that  footing 
the  trade  of  the  captured  ifland. 
It  was  oppoled  by  Mr.  Baring  and 
Mr.  Marryat.  In  the  infancy  of 
our  Weft  India  fettlements,  Mr. 
Marryat  admitted  that  the  mono¬ 
poly  of  the  home  confumption  of 
the  mother  country  was  a  moft 
valuable  privilege  to  the  planter. 
For  many  years  paft,  however,  the 
cultivation  of  the  Britifn  Weft  In¬ 
dies  has  been  fo  much  extended, 
that  the  confumption  of  the  mother 
country  is  infufficient  to  take  off 
the  produce ;  and  a  confiderable 
portion  of  their  fugars  has  neceffa- 
rily  been  re-exported.  In  this 
ftate  of  things,  it  is  not  Great 
Britain,  but  Europe  at  large,  that 
the  Britifh  planter  muft  confider  as 
his  market.  While  fugar  is  dear 
upon  the  continent,  it  can  never 
long  continue  cheap  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  nor  when  cheap  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent,  can  it  long  be  dear  with  us ; 
for  the  price  which  the  furplus  will 
produce  for  exportation,  regulates 
the  price  of  what  is  fold  for  home 
confumption.  If  the  Britifh  mar¬ 


ket  is  depreffed  below  the  ftandard 
of  the  continental  markets,  the 
foreign  buyer  finds  it  his  intereft 

i.  >  . 

to  purchafe,  and  continues  to  do  fo 
as  long  as  it  will  afford  him  a  pro¬ 
fit  on  exportation.  When  this  com¬ 
petition  ceafes,  as  the  importation 
exceeds  the  home  confumption,  the 
flock  accumulates,  and  the  price 
falls  till  it  becomes  the  intereft  of 
the  foreign  buyer  to  purchafe  as 
before. 

“  I  allow,*’  faid  Mr.  Marryat, 
c<  that  had  minifters,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  adopted 
the  plan  of  excluding  the  produce 
of  all  the  conquered  colonies  from 
Britifh  confumption,  they  would 
have  given  a  moft  important  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  Britifh  planter ; 
becaufe  the  home  confumption  and 
the  diftilleries  would,  in  that  cafe, 
have  rendered  him  independent  of 
the  foreign  market.  But  we  have 
captured  French,  Dutch,  and  Da- 
nifh  fettlements,  and  admitted  their 
produce  to  an  extent  that  puts  this 
independence  out  of  the  queftion. 
In  1807  we  exported  95,000  hogs¬ 
heads  of  fugar;  in  1808  about 
50,000;  and  had  alfo  the  benefit 
of  the  diftilleries ;  notwithftanding 
which,  a  furplus  of  40,000  hogs¬ 
heads  remains  on  hand.  J  farther 
admit,  that  if  a  total  flop  could 
be  put  to  the  exportation  of  fugar, 
any  addition  to  the  quantity  im¬ 
ported  for  home  confumption  would 
prejudice  the  interefts  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  planter  ;  but  experience  has 
fo  clearly  fhewn  the  inefiicacy  of 
Buonaparte’s  decrees  to  prevent 
our  commercial  communication 
with  the  continent,  that  I  confider 
this  as  in  fad  an  impoffible  cafe.” 

Having  thus  fhewn  the  fallacy 
of  attempting  to  benefit  the  Britifh 
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planter  by  the  exclufion  in  ques¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Marryat  proceeded  to 
point  out  other  parties  (viz.  the 
fugar-refiners)  to  whom  the  mea- 
fure  was  pregnant  with  the  moil 
ferious  injury.  Si  An  ad  was  lately 
pafifed,  permitting  the  exportation 
of  refined  futrar  in  a  crulhed  ftate, 
fo  as  to  imitate  the  French  clayed 
fugars  ;  and  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  quantity  of  refined  fugar 
exported  laft  year  was  of  that  de- 
feription  ;  but  if  the  clayed  fugars 
of  Martinique  are  imported  for 
exportation  alone,  they  will  fupply 
the  place  of  thefe  crulhed  lumps  on 
the  continent,  and  the  Britifh 
plantation  fugars,  from  which  they 
are  made,  will  neceffarily  be  left 
a  dead  weight  upon  the  home 
market.” 

“  The  three  principal  deferip- 
tions  of  refined  fugar  now  ex¬ 
ported,  are  the  crulhed  lumps,  the 
Hambro’  loaves,  and  the  double- 
refined  loaves ;  the  two  former 
being  four-fifths  of  the  whole 
quantity.  If  we  export  all  the 
Martinique  clayed  fugars,  they 
v/ill  fuperfede  the  demand  for  the 
crulhed  lumps,  as  foreigners  will 
prefer  the  originals  to  the  copies  ; 
they  will  alfo  fuperfede  the  demand 
for  the  Hambro'  loaves,  as  we 
fhall  give  foreigners  the  exclufive 
right  of  ufing  the  choice!!  and  belt 
materials  from  which  they  can  be 
manufactured.  Thus  the  export 
trade  of  the  Britifh  fugar-refiner 
will  be  reduced  to  one-fifth  of  its 
aftuai  amount  by  the  operation  of 
this  bill  ;  and  nearly  one-third  of 
the  refineries  at  prefent  at  work 
in  this  metropolis  will  be  thrown 
out  of  employment.” 

“  It  may  be  proper  to  fay  a  few 
words  on  the  value  and  import¬ 
ance  of  the  fugar  refinery  to  this 
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country'.  The  buildings  and  uten- 
fils  employed  in  that  manufactory) 
occupy  a  capital  of  about  two 
millions  of  money,  exclufive  of  a 
much  larger  capital  for  carrying  it 
on.  The  annual  expenditure  of 
the  fugar-refiners  amounts  to  about 
one  million,  and  perhaps  fcarcelv 
any  million  of  money  is  expended 
by  any  fet  of  men  in  a  manner  fo 
beneficial  to  the  country  ;  it  being 
principally  expended  in  giving 
value  to  the  produce  of  our  mines, 
coals,  lead,  iron,  and  copper  ;  and 
in  furnifhing  employment  to  a 
great  number  of  artificers,  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  workmen  of  various 
deferiptions.  Some  notion  of  the 
employment  furnifhed  to  the  pot¬ 
teries  by  the  refiners  may  bo 
formed,  when  I  ftate,  that  80,000 
pots  and  moulds  may  be  found  in 
a  fingle  fugar-houfe  of  this  metro¬ 
polis,  and  that  a  very  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  quantity  in  ufe  is  an¬ 
nually  confumed  by  heakage. — 
This  manufactory,  too,  poffelfesan 
advantage  of  which  few  can  boaft  ; 
that  both  the  raw  materials  it 
works  upon,  and  all  the  articles 
ufed  in  carrying  it  on,  are  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufacture, 
either  of  Great  Britain,  or  her 
colonies.” 

Mr.  Marryat  then  went  on  to 
argue  upon  the  injuftice  of  the 
propofed  enaCtment,  as  it  affeCted 
the  inhabitants  of  Martinique, 
who,  he  contended,  had  aflifted  in 
the  furrender  of  the  ifiand,  with 
the  hope  of  being  admitted  to  the 
participation  of  that  freedom  of 
commerce  allowed  to  the  other 
captured  fettlements  ;  a  cordition 
which,  he  faid,  was  even  implied 
in  the  terms  of  the  proclamation 
preceding  the  difembarkation. 

Little  was  urged  in  refutation 
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of  the  reafoning  of  Mr.  Marryat. 
Mr.  Rofe  admitted  the  injury  to  the 
fugar-refiners,  but  could  not  help 
thinking  the  Britifh  planters  the 
belt  judges  of  their  own  interefts. 
Lord  Caftlereagh  protefted  again!! 
the  public  faith  having  in  any  way 
been  pledged  to  the  adoption  of 
any  particular  commercial  regula¬ 
tion.  There  had  been  no  ftipula- 
tion  or  underftanding  between  the 
commanding  officers  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  upon  that  fubjeCT  ;  the  offi¬ 
cers  having  been  efpecially  enjoined 
to  abftain  from  any  fuch.  He  only 
lamented  that  the  fame  principle 
had  not  been  taken  up  at  an  earlier 
period,  as  much  benefit  would  have 
refulted  from  it.  No  divifion  took 
place,  and  the  bill  paffed  without 
further  oppofition. 

The  French  had  already,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  been 
deprived  of  another  of  their  colo¬ 
nies  in  this  quarter.  A  Portnguefe 
force,  affifted  by  Captain  Yeo,  in 
the  Confiance,  had  proceeded  againfl 
Cayenne,  and,  after  fome  flight 
r  oppofition,  the  command- 

Jan.  12.  ant^  Vidor  Hugues,  fur- 

rendered  the  fettlement  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  upon  condition  that 
the  garrifon  fhould  be  permitted  to 
return  to  France.  A  fhort  time 
before  the  capitulation,  the  To- 
paze,  a  French  frigate,  of  48  guns, 
arrived  from  Breft  with  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  an  hundred  men. — 
Captain  Yeo,  who  was  up  the 
country  with  the  troops,  had  left 
only  twenty-four  Tailors  and  twenty 
negroes  in  Ihis  veffel,  which  mull 
inevitably  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Frenchman,  had  he 
ventured  to  try  his  ftrength  with 
it.  Happily  he  made  no  fuch  at¬ 
tempt,  but  fled  in  alarm  to  Gua- 


daloupe,  where  he  met  with  three 
of  our  cruifers,  and  was  taken. 

Another,  and  not  the  leaf!  im¬ 
portant,  of  the  enemy’s  colonial 
polfeffions  in  the  New  World,  was 
wrefted  from  him  fhortly  after. 
As  foon  as  the  news  of  the  Spanifh 
revolution  had  reached  Hifpaniola, 
the  colonifts  rofe  up,  and,  affifted 
by  a  force  of  five  or  fix  hundred 
men  from  Cuba,  befieged  the  French 
in  St.  Domingo.  Without  artil¬ 
lery  or  engineers,  however,  their 
fiege  was  little  more  than  a  block¬ 
ade  ;  and  it  had  continued  nearly 
eight  months,  without  any  vifible 
efFeCf,  when  a  force  of  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  men,  under  General  Carmi¬ 
chael,  arrived  from  Jamaica,  and 
more  vigorous  meafures  were  imme¬ 
diately  taken  for  preffing  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  place.  Barquier, 
the  French  commandant,  endea¬ 
voured  to  gain  time  by  protracting 
the  negotiation  ;  but  threatened 
with  an  inftant  affault,  y  , 
he  furrendered,  and  was  P  3* 
fent  to  France  with  his  garrifon, 
upon  condition  of  not  ferving  again 
till  exchanged.  The  place  was 
then  given  up  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  a  treaty  figned,  fubjeCl  to  the 
approbation  of  the  two  govern¬ 
ments,  by  which  all  Britifh  veffels 
were  allowed  free  accefs  to  the 
Spanifh  ports  of  the  ifland,  paying 
the  fame  duties,  and  enjoying  the 
fame  privileges,  as  the  fhips  of 
Spain. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the 
French  loft  their  only  fettlement 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa.  A  fmall 
detachment  of  the  garrifon  of 
Goree,  confifting  of  one  hundred 
and  fixty  men  only,  arrived  on 
the  7th  of  July  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Senegal  river,  and  after  paffing 

with 
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with  fome  difficulty  the  bar  at  the 
month  of  that  flream,  proceeded 
againft  St.  Louis,  a  littie  ifland  in 
the  river,  forming  the  principal 
feat  of  the  colony,  but  which  fur- 
rendered  immediately,  and  without 
linking  a  blow.  The  garrifon,  it 
was  agreed,  fhould  be  carried  to 
France,  and  it  is  lingular  that,  on 
their  arrival  in  the  Bafque  roads, 
they  were  not  permitted  to  land.  We 
afterwards  contrived  to  put  them 
on  fhore  in  Quiberon  bay.  It  is 
difficult  to  conjecture  the  motive 
of  this  conduft  in  the  enemy  ;  un- 
lefs  it  Ihould  be  that  Buonaparte 
began  to  fufpeCt  that  an  anxiety  to 
return  home  relaxed  a  little  the 
vigour  of  refiltance  in  his  colonial 
garrifons. 

The  only  naval  event  of  import¬ 
ance,  which  remains  to  be  noticed 
as  diftinguifhing  the  prefent  year, 
occurred  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Early  in  OCtober,  Lord  Colling- 
wood  received  information  which 
led  him  to  fufpeCt  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
blockaded  in  Toulon,  to  relieve 
Barcelona;  and,  accordingly,  he 
changed  his  ftation  to  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Cape  St.  Sebaftian. 
On  the  2  2d,  the  admiral  was  in¬ 
formed,  by  one  of  the  frigates 
which  had  been  left  to  watch  Tou¬ 
lon,  that  feveral  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  in  that  port  had  put  to 
fea,  with  a  numerous  convoy,  and 
as  this  movement  had  taken  place 
upon  the  firft  Ihifting  of  the  wind 
to  the  eaft,  there  was  no  doubt 
but  that  their  deftination  was 
weftward.  Every  difpolition  was 
immediately  made  to  intercept 
them.  Next  day  it  was  difcover- 
ed  that  the  (hips  of  war,  confiding 
of  three  fail  of  the  line  and  two 
frigates,  had  feparated  from  the 
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convoy  ;  and  Rear-Admiral  Mar¬ 
tin  was  dire&ed  to  give  them 
chafe.  He  fell  in  with  them  on 
the  24th,  near  the  mouths  of  the 
Rhone,  and  on  the  following 
morning  drove  them  on  fhore  off 
Frontignan,  where  two  of  them, 
the  Robert,  eighty-four  guns, 
and  the  Lion,  of  feventy-four, 
were  fet  fire  to  by  the  enemy  him- 
felf.  The  Boree,  of  feventy.four 
guns,  and  a  frigate,  were  dranded 
and  wrecked  near  the  entrance  of 
the  port  of  Cette.  The  other  fri¬ 
gate  efcaped  into  the  road  of  Mar- 
fellies.  In  the  mean  while  the 
convoy  was  purfued  by  the  Pomone 
frigate,  which  fucceeded  in  deftroy- 
ing  five  of  the  veffels,  and  com¬ 
pelling  the  remainder  to  take  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  bay  of  Rofas.  Here, 
on  the  30th,  they  were  attacked 
by  a  dividon  of  boats,  and  not- 
withdanding  a  fpirited  refidance 
on  the  part  of  the  veffels,  of 
which  five  were  armed,  aided  by 
the  dre  of  the  batteries  and  gun¬ 
boats,  the  whole  were  either  burnt 
or  brought  off. 

About  the  fame  time  an  expedi¬ 
tion  was  concerted  between  Lord 
Collingwood  and  the  Britifli  com¬ 
mander  in  Sicily,  againft  certain 
of  the  Ionian  iflands,  then  in  the 
occupation  of  the  French.  On  the 
23d  of  September  the  Warrior 
failed  from  Medina,  accompanied 
by  tranfports  containing  1600 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Ofwald,  and  arrived  on  the 
28th  off  Cephalonia,  where  they 
were  joined  by  the  Spartan  from 
Malta,  and  by  the  fquadron  block¬ 
ading  Corfu.  On  the  2d  of  October 
a  landing  was  made.  The  enemy 
capitulated  without  refiftance,  and 
the  government  of  the  Septinfular 
republic  was  declared  to  be  re¬ 
do  red 
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ftored  in  the  iflands  of  Cephalo. 
nia,  Zante,  Ithaca,  and  Cerigo. 

The  (late  of  our  American  rela¬ 
tions  underwent  no  fubdantial  im¬ 
provements  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  although  the  expectation 
was,  at  one  period  of  it,  enter¬ 
tained  that  the  fubfiding  difputes 
would  at  length  be  arranged  in  a 
manner  fatisfa&ory  to  both  par¬ 
ties. 

We  have  dated,  in  our  lad  vo¬ 
lume  *,  the  propofals  which  the 
American  minider  at  London  was 
indructed  to  make  to  the  Englifh 
government,  refpedting  the  repeal 
of  its  orders  in  council.  Notwith- 
danding  the  ill  fuccefs  of  that 
overture,  fome  circumdances  fhort- 
ly  occurred  which  encouraged  the 
hope  of  a  favourable  change  in  the 
political  relations  of  the  two  pow¬ 
ers.  Compelled,  by  the  preffure 
of  its  operation  upon  her  citizens, 
America  had  fufpended  the  em¬ 
bargo,  aud  fubdituted  in  its  dead 
a  non- inter  courfe  billy  which  con¬ 
fined  the  interdiction  to  the  two 
belligerent  powers,  and  their  de¬ 
pendencies  ;  and,  in  reciprocation 
with  this  meafure  of  mitigation, 

,  ,  our  government  repeal- 

APnI  261  ed  fo  much  of  the  or- 
ders  of  council  as  went  to  prohibit 
the  commerce  of  neutral  nations 
with  any  other  part  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  except  France,  Holland,  and 
the  north  of  Italy.  By  the  fame 
indrument,  the  provifions  compel¬ 
ling  neutrals  to  touch  at  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  order  for  condemning 
all  veffels  having  a  certificate  of 
origin  on  board,  were  refcinded. 
The  partial  change  of  adminidra- 
tion,  neceffarily  attendant  on  the 
accedion  of  Mr.  Maddifon  to  the 


prefiaency,  as  fucceffor  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon,  contributed  further  to  the 
hope  that  a  new  turn  might  be 
given  to  the  progrefs  of  our  nego¬ 
tiations  at  Wafhington ;  and  the 
tone  and  tendency  of  the  occafional 
and  unofficial  communications  of 
our  minider,  Mr.  Erfkine,  with 
the  leading  members  of  the  new 
cabinet,  led  him  confidently  to 
report  to  his  own  government  the 
perfuafion  of  their  ferious  difpofi- 
tion  to  arrange  and  accommodate, 
as  far  as  poffible,  whatever  differ¬ 
ences  yet  continued  to  didurbthe 
harmony  of  the  two  countries. 

The  fird  of  thefe  points  was  the 
affair  of  the  Chefapeake.  On  this 
fubjedl  Mr.  Rofe  had  already  been 
fent  to  offer  in  reparation,  a  for¬ 
mal  difavowal  of  the  adt,  the  re- 
doration  of  the  men  thus  forcibly 
taken,  and  a  pecuniary  provifion 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
thofe  who  had  been  killed  on  board 
of  the  veffel  attacked.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  which  had  hitherto  prevent¬ 
ed  the  amicable  coriclufion  of  the 
bufinefs,  was  the  refufal  of  the 
American  government  to  withdraw 
its  proclamation  of  July  1807,  ex¬ 
cluding  Britidi  fhips  of  war  from 
the  harbours  of  the  United  States. 
The  late  meafures  of  congrefs, 
extending  that  interdiction  to  the 
fhips  of  war  of  France,  evidently 
took  away  its  character  of  partia¬ 
lity  and  hodility  towards  this 
country  ;  and  Mr.  Erfkine  was  in- 
drudted  no  longer  to  infid  upon  its 
formal  recal  as  a  preliminary.  It 
was  dill  necedary  that  the  procla¬ 
mation  be  either  withdrawn,  or 
its  operation  declared  to  be  at  an 
end  j  but  it  would  be  fudicient  if 
that  withdrawal,  or  declaration. 


*  Hiftory  of  Europe,  p.  163. 
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was  recorded  in  the  fame  inftru- 
ment,  or,  at  the  fame  time,  with 
the  terms  of  reparation  now  offer¬ 
ed.  Thefe  terms  were  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  men  taken  out  of  the 
Chcfapeake ;  to  which  the  king 
was  ft  ill  willing  to  add  a  provifion 
for  the  families  of  thofe  who  had 
fallen,  but  this  merely  as  an  act  of 
his  own  fpontaneous  generality. 

The  only  other  topic  of  import¬ 
ance  which  remained  to  be  dif- 
cuffed,  was  thefyftem  of  reftridion 
on  the  neutral  trade.  From  the 
account  which  Mr.  Erlkine  had 
given  of  his  converfation  with 
Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Galatin,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  minifters  were  led  to 
believe;  in  the  firft  place,  that  in 
the  event  of  Great  Britain’s  con- 
fenting  to  withdraw  her  orders  in 
council  of  January  and  November 
1807,  America  would  contempo- 
raneoufly  on  her  part  withdraw 
the  interdidion  of  its  harbours, 
and  all  non-intercourfe  and  non¬ 
importation  ads,  as  far  as  refpeded 
Great  Britain,  leaving  them  in 
force  with  refped  to  France,  and 
the  powers  which  fhould  adopt  her 
decrees.  Secondly,  that  America 
was  willing  to  renounce,  during 
the  war,  the  pretenfions  of  carry¬ 
ing  on,  in  time  of  war,  all  trade 
with  the  enemy’s  colonies,  from 
which  fhe  was  excluded  in  time  of 
peace.  Thirdly,  that  Great  Britain, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the 
operation  of  the  embargo,  and  the 
bond  fide  intention  of  America  to 
prevent  her  citizens  from  trading 
with  France,  was  to  be  held  at 
liberty  to  capture  all  fuch  veffels 
as  may  be  found  attempting  to 
trade  with  that  power  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies.  This  condition,  which 
the  American  miniiler  at  London 
had  lately  exprelfcd  his  perfuafion 
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that  his  government  would  not  be 
indifpofed  to  adopt,  was  clearly 
neceflary  for  the  obfervance  of  the 
embargo,  the  railing  of  which  no¬ 
minally,  with  refped  to  Great 
Britain  alone,  would  in  fad  raife 
it  with  refped  to  all  the  world* 
Upon  the  diftind  and  official  re¬ 
cognition  of  thefe  three  conditions, 
on  the  part  of  the  American  go¬ 
vernment,  Mr.  Erlkine  was  in¬ 
truded  to  inform  it,  that  no  time 
would  be  loft  in  fending  to  Ame¬ 
rica  a  minifter  fully  empowered  to 
confign  them  to  a  formal  treaty  ; 
but,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  avoid 
the  inconveniencies  -of  delay,  it 
was  added,  that  upon  the  receipt 
of  an  official  note,  containing  an 
engagement  for  the  adoption  by 
the  American  government  of  the 
three  conditions,  his  Majefty 
would  be  prepared,  on  the  faith 
of  fuch  engagement,  reciprocally 
to  recal  the  orders  in  council, 
without  waiting  for  the  conclulion 
of  a  treaty. 

Such  was  the  fubftance  of  Mr. 
Erlkine ’s  inftrudions,  upon  which 
he  immediately  began  to  ad,  but 
in  a  manner  as  little  conliftent 
with  the  fpirit  as  with  the  letter 
of  them.  Omitting  all  mention 
of  the  proclamation  of  July  1807, 
and  of  the  refervation  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  right  to  claim  thedeferters 
in  a  regular  way,  he  proceeded 
(in  contradidion  to  a  fpecilic 
inftrudion  that  the  arrangement 
fliould  be  fettled  either  by  a  regu¬ 
lar  convention,  or  by  the  exchange 
of  rninifterial  notes,  dated  the  fame 
day,  and  mutually  delivered  at  the 
Jame  timefi  to  ftate  at  once,  in  a 
formal  note,  to  Mr.  Smith,  that 
the  late  acts  of  the  American  go¬ 
vernment  being  confidered  as  plac¬ 
ing  the  relations  of  Great  Biitain 
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with  the  United  States  on  a  fimilar 
footing  in  all  refpe&s  with  thofe  of 
the  other  belligerent  powers,  he  was 
authorifed  to  offer,  on  the  parr  of 
his  Majefty,  an  honourable  repa¬ 
ration  for  the  aggreffion  on  the 
Chefapeake,  the  reftoration  of  the 
men  forcibly  taken  from  that  vef- 
fel,  and  a  fuitable  provifion  for  the 
unfortunate  fufferers  on  that  occa- 
fion  ;  making  this  laft  condition 
an  aft  not  of  voluntary  generofity, 
but  of  pofitive  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  king.  The  American 
government  had  no  difficulty  in 
acceding  to  a  propofal  that  feemed 
to  imply  a  concefiion  of  every 
point  in  difpute  ;  and  Mr.  Smith 
was  inftrufted  to  figniry  to  Mr. 
Erikine,  that  the  reparation  offer¬ 
ed  would  be  confidered  as  fur- 
ficient,  but  that  the  prefident,  in 
forbearing  to  infill  on  a  farther 
punifhment  on  the  offending  officer, 
was  not  the  lefs  fenfibleof  thejuftice 
and  utility  of  fuch  an  example, 
nor  the  lefs  perfuaded  that  it 
would  have  beft  comported  with 
what  was  due  from  his  Britannic 
Majefty  to  his  own  honour.  The 
overfight  and  admiftion,  without 
remonftrance,  of  expreffions  fo  of- 
fenfive,  in  a  note  to  be  tranfmitted 
and  laid  before  his  Majefty,  was 
not  the  leaft  extraordinary  of  the 
effefls  of  Mr.  Erfkine’s  apparent 
anxiety  to  be  himfelf  the  inftru- 
ment  of  the  final  adjuftment  of 
thefe  long  pending  differences. 

Upon  the  fubjefl  of  the  orders 
in  council,  his  departure  from  his 
inftruflions  was  ftill  more  remark¬ 
able.  In  his  official  note  to  the 
American  fecretary  he  contents 
himfelf  with  ftating  fummarily, 
that  his  Majefty,  anticipating  the 
favourable  change  in  his  relations 
with  the  United  States  which  had 


been  produced  by  the  non-inter- 
courfe  afl,  had  commanded  him  to 
announce  to  the  American  govern¬ 
ment  his  intention  of  fending  out 
an  envoy  with  full  powers  to 
conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points 
in  difcuffion  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
his  Majefty  would  confent  to 
withdraw  his  orders  in  council  of 
January  and  November  1807 ,  fo 
far  as  they  refpedled  America,  in 
the  perfuafion  that  the  prefident 
would  ififue  a  proclamation  for  the 
renewal  of  the  intercourfe  with 
Great  Britain  ;  adding,  that  what¬ 
ever  difference  might  arife  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  terms  of  fuch 
an  agreement,  would  be  removed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fubfequent  ne¬ 
gotiation.  In  this  paper  no  men¬ 
tion  whatever  appears  of  the  fe~ 
cond  and  third  conditions,  the 
recognition  of  which  had  been  laid 
down  in  Mr.  Canning’s  difpatch, 
as  indifpenfably  preliminary  ;  and 
even  of  the  firft  condition,  the 
more  important  point,  viz.  the 
provifion,  which  coupled  with  the 
repeal  of  the  adls  in  queftion  with 
refpeift  to  Great  .Britain,  their  con¬ 
tinuance  in  force  againft  France,  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  entirely  over¬ 
looked,  or  conceded.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  fecretary  immediately  fignified 
to  our  envoy  the  prefident’ s  readi- 
nefs  to  accede  to  the  propofition. 
On  the  following  day,  April  19, 
Mr.  Erfkine  declared  himfelf  au¬ 
thorifed  to  announce,  that  the  or¬ 
ders  in  council  of  January  and 
November  would  be  withdrawn, 
as  far  as  refpe&ed  the  United 
States,  on  the  10th  of  June 
following ;  and  an  affurance  was 
returned,  that  on  the  fame  day  the 
prefident  would  iffue  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  re-opening  the  trade  of  the 

United 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


United  States  with  Great  Britain. 
The  whole  correfpondence  was 
then  immediately  publiflhed,  and 
excited  the  greateft  exultation 
among  all  parties  in  the  union  *. 

Mr.  Erikine’s  difpatches,  and 
the  public  prints  containing  this 
correfpondence,  reached  England 
by  the  fame  (hip,  on  the  2 2d  of 
May.  Minifters  immediately  dis¬ 
avowed  the  proceeding  of  their 
envoy,  in  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  fecretary  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  haftened  to  notify  to 
that  gentleman  the  king’s  dif- 
pleafure,  at  a  proceeding  which 
had  reduced  his  Majefty  to  the 
necefiity  of  difavowing  an  engage¬ 
ment  taken  in  his  name,  by  an 
accredited  agent.  In  order  to 
provide  for  the  inconveniences 
which  might  arife  to  fuch  Ameri¬ 
cans  as  had  aded  upon  Mr.  Er- 
(kine’s  arrangement,  a  proclama¬ 
tion  was  iflued,  fufpending  the 
orders  in  council  in  favour  of  all 
American  (hips  which  (hould  have 
failed  for  Holland  between  the 
*9th  of  April  and  the  20th  of 
July.  Before  that  day  the  news 
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of  the  refufal  of  our  cabinet  to 
ratify  the  agreement  reached  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  government  imme¬ 
diately  publiftied  a  proclamation, 
renewing  the  prohibitory  laws 
again!!  Britifh  commerce. 

Mr.  Erfkine  was  of  courfe  re¬ 
called,  and  Mr.  Jackfon,  our  late 
minifter  at  Copenhagen,  fent  our 
as  his  fucceffor.  This  gentleman, 
from  his  connexion  with  the  late 
attack  on  Copenhagen,  had  the 
misfortune  to  find  himfelf,  from  the 
beginning,  the  objed  of  general 
miftruft  in  America ;  and  the 
event  of  his  negotiations  was  pof- 
iibly,  in  fome  degree,  conneded 
with  this  inaufpicious  circumftance 
of  his  political  career.  After  fome 
flight  conference,  he  was  informed 
by  Mr.  Smith  that  all  further  dif- 
cuflion  mud  take  place  in  writing. 
The  American  fecretary  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  complain,  ({  that  an  ar~ 
rangement  which  had  been  for¬ 
mally  determined  upon  by  the 
United  States  with  Mr.  Erfkine, 
fhould  have  been  difavowed  by  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  at  a  time  when 
it  had  been  faithfully  carried  into 


*  The  grounds  of  Mr.  Erlkine’s  proceeding,  as  explained  in  his  difpatches  to 
minifters,  are  fhortiy  as  follows.  With  ret’peit  to  the  withdrawing  of  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  July,  1807,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  lefs  neceflary  to  iufift  upon  its  formal 
recal,  as,  in  fa6t,  the  very  ad  upon  which  it  was  founded,  had  been  wholly  abro¬ 
gated  by  the  firlt  fedion  of  the  non-intercourfe  bill.  Again,  the  formal  recognition 
of  the  three  conditions,  upon  which  Mr.  Canning  grounded  his  propofal  to  repeal 
the  orders  in  council,  was  not  exaded  becaufe  the  American  executive  had  not  the 
power  to  decide  upon  points  which  were  properly  in  the  rel'ort  of  congrefs  ;  to 
.  whom,  alone,  it  belonged  to  decide  of  the  continuance  of  the  non-intercourfe  law, 
with  refped  to  the  other  belligerents.  But  every  allurance  was  given  of  the  de¬ 
termination  to  inforce  it  againft  Trance,  or  any  "other  power,  which  Ihould  continue 
to  infringe  the  neutral  rights  of  America.  With  refped  to  the  l'econd  condition, 
Mr.  Erikine  was  given  to  underftand,  that  although  it  was  at  prelent  impoffible  to 
give  it  an  official  recognition,  as  no  commerce,  of  any  kind,  was  permitted  to  be 
carried  on  with  France,  or  her  dependencies,  yet  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
adjulting  the  point  conformably  to  his  Majefty’s  views,  among  the  other  articles  of 
a  commercial  treaty.  The  fame  kind  of  allurance  was  given  reipediiig  the  laft  con¬ 
dition,  Mr.  Smith  obfervung,  that  however  objedionable  it  might  be,  to  make 
luch  a  right  the  l'ubjed  of  exprefs  ftipulation,  in  practice  it  was  evident,  that  no 
American  citizen  could  claim  red  refs  againft  its  exercife,  for  an  injury  fultained  in 
eonlequence  of  a  dired  breach  of  the  laVvs  of  his  country. 
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effect  on  the  part  of  the  American 
government,  and  under  circum¬ 
ftances  rendering  its  effedls  on  their 
relative  fituation  irrevocable,  and 
in  fome  degree  irreparable.  The 
American  government  had,  under 
thefe  circumftances,  conceived  it-* 
felf  intitled  to  an  explicit  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  grounds  of  this  dif~ 
avowal,  but  the  prefident  had 
learnt,  with  no  lefs  furprize  than 
regret,  that  Mr.  Jackfon  was  not 
empowered  to  offer  any  fuch  expla¬ 
nation.*  * 

Mr.  Jackfon,  in  reply,  began 
by  protefting  againft  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner  in  which  all  verbal 
communications  between  himfelf 
and  the  American  government  had 
been  declined  ;  with  refpect  to  the 
explanation  required,  he  obferved, 
that  it  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Er¬ 
fkine,  before  his  arrival ;  and  as 
Mr.  Smith,  in  the  converfation 
which  they  had  held,  had  made  no 
complaint  of  the  difavowal,  it  was 
evident  that  he  himfelf  muft  have 
confidered  it  unreafonable  to  com¬ 
plain  of  the  difavowal  of  an  aft 
done  under  circumftances  fuch  as 
could  only  lead  to  the  cpnfequences 
which  had  actually  followed.  From 
Mr.  Erlkine’s  official  correfpond- 
ence,  it  was  evident,  that  although 
he  had  not,  as  he  was  authorifed 
to  do,  communicated  his  inflec¬ 
tions  in  full  to  Mr.  Smith,  he  had, 
however,  fubmitted  to  him  the 
three  conditions  fpecified  in  thefe 
inftruflions.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his 
previous  interviews  had  ftated, 
that  he  underftood  Mr.  Erfkine  to 
have  had  two  fets  of  inflections, 
and  that  upon  one  of  them,  not 
hitherto  communicated  either  to 
him  or  to  the  public,  depended  the 
jollification  of  the  terms  which  he 
had  finally  arranged.  This  was, 


in  faCl,  after  the  affertions  of  the 
Britifh  government,  to  charge  it 
with  pufitive  and  intentional  falfe- 
hood ;  and,  Mr.  Jackfon  added, 

“  it  is  my  duty,  Sir,  folemnly  to 
declare  to  you,  and,  through  you 
to  the  prefident,  that  the  difpatch 
from  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Er¬ 
fkine,  which  was  read  by  the  for¬ 
mer  to  the  American  minifter  in 
London,  is  the  only  difpatch  by 
which  the  conditions  were  pre- 
fcribed  for  the  conclufion  of  an 
arrangement  with  this  country,  in 
the  matter  to  which  it  relates/* 

In  his  anfwer  to  thefe  declara¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Smith  obferved,  that 
what  were  the  real  and  entire  in- 
ftruClions  given  to  Mr.  Erfkine, 
was  a  queftion  between  him  and 
his  government ;  that,  however, 
he  had,  or  believed  he  had,  fuffi- 
cient  authority  to  conclude  the 
arrangement,  could  not,  after  his 
formal  aflurances  during  the  dif- 
cuffion,  remain  a  matter  of  doubt. 
He  had  it  was  true  made  known 
the  three  conditions  which  now 
appeared  in  his  printed  inftruc- 
tions,  and  was  difpofed  to  urge 
them  more  than  their  nature  would 
permit ;  two  being  probably  inad- 
miffible,  and  one  more  than  inad- 
miffible :  but  finding  they  were 
thus  confidered,  he  had  recurred 
to  the  more  reafonable  terms  on 
which  the  arrangement  had  been 
concluded.  What  was  there  in 
this,  which  could  countenance  his 
Britannic  Majefty  in  his  aflerted 
right  to  difavow  the  proceedings  ? 
Nothing  was  more  common  than 
that  an  ambaffador  fhould  be 
provided  with  two  or  more  fets  of 
inftrudlions,  or  two  or  more  grades 
of  propofitions  in  the  fame  fet  of 
inftrudions,  that  he  might  begin 
with  what  was  moft  defirable,  and 
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end  with  vvliat  fliould  be  found 
admiftible,  in  cafe  the  more  defir- 
able  was  not  to  be  obtained.  The 
arrangement  would  never  have 
been  made,  had  it  been  known 
that  the  propofitions  prefcribed  in 
the  difpatch  containing  Mr.  Er- 
(kine’s  inftrudions  were  the  only 
ones  on  which  he  was  author! fed 
to  negotiate.  To  this  Mr.  Jack- 
fon  replied,  (C  that  it  appeared, 
from  Mr.  Smith’s  own  language, 
that  the  inftrudions  in  queftion 
had  been  made  known  to  him  in 
fubftance  at  the  time  ;  and  no  other 
proof  than  a  reference  to  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  could  be  required 
to  (hew  that  that  agreement  was 
in  violation  of  thofe  inftrudior.s. 
Upon  that  ground  his  Majefty 
disavowed  it,  Mr.  Erfkine  having 
been  altogether  without  authority 
to  fubfcribe  to  fuch  terms.” 

In  exprefting  himfelf  thus,  Mr» 
Jackfon  afiferted  only  the  integrity 
of  his  own  government ;  and  it  is 
not  eafy  to  underhand  the  grounds 
of  that  indignation  which  appears 
to  have  didated  the  rejoinder  of 
Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Jackfon’s  letter, 
he  obferved,  contained  feveral  ir¬ 
relevant  and  improper  allufions, 
and  he  muft  revert  to  his  repeti~ 
tion  of  expreffions,  implying  a 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
American  government,  that  Mr. 
Erfkine’s  inftrudions  did  not  au- 
thorife  the  arrangement  which  he 
had  concluded.  u  After  the  ex¬ 
plicit  and  peremptory  aifeveration 
that  this  government  had  no  fuch 
knowledge ;  and  that  with  fuch  a 
knowledge,  no  fuch  arrangement 
would  have  been  entered  into,  the 
view  which  you  have  again  pre¬ 
fen  ted  of  the  fubjed,  makes  it  my 
duty  to  apprife  you,  that  fuch  in- 
iinuations  are  inadmiffible  in  the 
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intercourfe  of  a  foreign  minifter, 
with  a  government  that  under- 
hands  what  it  owes  to  itfelf.” 
Mr%  Jackfon  replied,  that  where 
there  was  not  freedom  of  commu¬ 
nication,  in  the  form  fubftituted 
for  the  more  ufual  one  of  verbal 
difcuflion,  there  could  be  little  ufe- 
ful  intercourfe  between  minifters  ; 
and  one,  at  lead,  of  the  epithets 
which  Mr.  Smith  had  thought 
proper  to  apply  to  his  laft  letter, 
was  fuch  as  neceflarily  abridged 
that  freedom.  That  any  thing 
therein  contained  might  be  irre¬ 
levant,  it  was  of  courfe  competent 
in  the  American  fecretary  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  (hew,  but  as  to  the 
propriety  of  his  allufion,  he  muft 
be  allowed  to  acknowledge  only 
the  decifion  of  his  own  fovereign, 
whofe  commands  he  obeyed,  and 
to  whom  alone  he  confidered  him¬ 
felf  refponftble.  Beyond  this  it 
fufficed  that  he  did  not  deviate 
from  the  refped  due  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  which  he  was  accredited. 
((  I  have  carefully,”  faid  Mr. 
Jackfon,  “  avoided  drawing  con- 
clufions  that  did  not  neceflarily 
follow  from  the  premifes  advanced, 
and  lead  of  all  (hould  I  think  of 
uttering  an  infinuation  when  I  was 
unable  to  fubftantiate  a  fa d,  To 
fads,  fuch  as  I  have  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  I  have  fcrupuloufly 
adhered,  and  in  fo  doing  I  muft; 
continue,  whenever  the  good  faith 
of  his  Majefty ’s  government  is 
called  in  queftion,  to  vindicate  its 
honour  and  dignity,  in  a  manner 
that  appears  to  me  beft  calculated 
for  the  purpofe.”  This  brought 
matters  to  the  point  which  the 
American  fecretary  apparently  in¬ 
tended  :  ((  Finding,”  he  faid, 

“  that  Mr.  Jackfon  reiterated,  and 
even  aggravated,  the  fame  grofs 
[^2]  infinuation. 
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intinuation,  it  only  remained,  in 
order  to  preclude  opportunities 
Which  were  thus  abufed,  to  inform 
him  that  no  further  comraunica- 
t ions  would  be  received  from  him, 
and  that  the  neeeffity  of  that  de¬ 
termination  would,  without  delay, 
be  made  known  to  his  government. 
Meantime  a  ready  attention  would 
be  given  to  any  communications 
affeding  the  intereft  of  the  two 
countries*,  through  any  other  chan¬ 
nel." 

Upon  receiving  this  intimation, 
the  Englifh  envoy  immediately 
left  Wafhington,  and  proceeded  to 
New  York,  accompanied  by  every 
member  of  his  Majefty’s  million . 
Thg notification  of  Mr.  Smith,  he 
conceived  left  him  no  other  alter¬ 
native,  confiilent  with  what  was 
due  to  the  king's  dignity,  but  to 
withdraw  from  the  feat  of  the 
American  government,  and  to  a- 
waii  the  arrival  of  orders  from 
home  upon  this  unexpected  condi¬ 
tion  of  affairs.  A  circular  was 
fent  to  the  Britilh  confuls  at  the 
feveral  porrs,  announcing  this  hep 
and  explaining  the  circumftance 
which  had  rendered  it  necelfary. 
In  this  a  Ihort  and  lirnple  j unifica¬ 
tion  of  his  condud  was  included. 
One  of  the  fads  alluded  to,  he 
obferved,  had  been  admitted  by 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  namely,  that 
the  three  conditions  forming  the 
fubfiance  of  Mr.  Erfkine’s  original 
inftrudions,  were  fubmitted  to  him 
by  that  gentleman.  The  other, 
that  that  inltrudion  was  the  only 
one  in  which  the  conditions  were 
preferibed  to  Mr.  Erlkine,  for  the 
conclufion  of  an  arrangement  on 
the  matter,  was  known  to  Mr. 
Jackfon  by  the  inftrudions  which 
he  had  himfelf  received  :  and  in 
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Hating  thefe  fads,  and  adhering  to 
them,  as  his  duty  imperioully  in- 
joined  him  to  do,  he  could-  not 
imagine  that  offence  could  be 
taken  by  the  American  govern¬ 
ment,  as  molt  certainly  none  was. 
intended  on  his  part. 

An  interruption  thus  angry  in 
the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  two 
countries,  feerned  to  argue  nothing 
lefs  than  the  approach  of  open  hof- 
tilities  •  a  confumraation  fo  ar 
dently  defined  by  the  French 
party  throughout  the  union,  who 
hailed  the  probable  approach  of  it 
by  exprefiions  of  unreprefied  and 
unqualified  exultation.  One  me¬ 
thod  by  which  it  was  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  give  vent  to  this  triumph, 
was  that  of  grofs  and  infolent  con¬ 
tumely  towards  Mr.  Jackfon.  which 
was  kept  up  through  the  medium  of 
the  public  prefs ;  and  that  gentle¬ 
man  was  at  length  obliged,  for  his 
own  fafety,  and  for  that  of  his 
family  and  of  thofe  attached  to 
his  million,  to  call  upon  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government  for  fpecial  pair- 
parts  and  fafeguards  ;  and  this,  he 
find,  was  the  more  necelfary,  be- 
caufefome  of  the  newfpapers  of  tire 
United  States  were  daily  tiling 
language,  of  which  the  only  ten¬ 
dency  could  be  to  excite  the  people 
to  commit  violence  upon  his  perfon. 

The  American-  legifiature  met 
Ihortly  afterwards,  on  the  27th  of 
November.  Jn  his  opening  dif- 
courfe,  the  prefident  dwelt  ftrongly 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  in  difavowing  Mr.  Er¬ 
lkine’s  arrangement  ;  and  juftified 
the  necelfity  of  breaking  off  all  fur¬ 
ther  intercourfe  with  Mr.  jackfon, 
after  the  language  which  he  had 
held  in  his  correfpondence.  Refo- 
lutions  were  palled  in  the  houfe  of 

repre- 
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reprefentntives,  approving,  to  the 
fulled  extent,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  in  this  point,  and  fo- 
lemnly  pledging  the  aid  of  con- 
grefs  to  fupport  and  (land  by  the 
executive  on  this  point,  and,  if 
neceflary,  to  call  into  adion  the 
whole  force  of  the  nation,  to  re¬ 
pel  the  repetition  of  fimilar  infults. 
Thus  gloomy  and  difcouraging 
was  the  hate  of  our  political  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  United  States,  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  year; 
and  the  evident  difpofition  to  hof- 
tility,  which  feemed  more  than 
ever  to  mark  the  condud  and  feel¬ 
ing  of  that  government  towards 
this  country,  gave  but  too  much 
reafon  to  fear  that  pretences  would 
not  long  be  wanting  for  the  recur¬ 
rence  to  meafures  more  diredlv 
and  decidedly  expreffive  of  the  fen- 
timents  in  queftion. 

In  India,  under  the  mild  and 
pacific  admin ift ration  of  Lord  Min- 
to,  all  was  tranquil,,  as  far  as  re- 
fpeded  our  relations  with  the  n ac¬ 
tive  powers.  A  quarrel  between 
the  civil  and  military  authorities 
at  one  of  the  prefidencies  gave  rife 
to  difturbances,  which,  though 
important  neither  from  their  imme¬ 
diate  oqcajfon  no.r  their  aftual  con- 
fequenees,  became  of  moment  from 
the  confideration  of  thofe  peculiar 
circumftances  in  the  nature  of  our 
Indian  dominions,  which  render 
no  occurrence  too  flight  to  be 
overlooked,  as  affeding  the  fecu- 
rity  of  its  tenure.  We  fhall  give 
a  brief  account  of  the  occurrences 
in  queftion,  a  narrative  of  which 
will  alfo,  In  fome  degree,  be  found 
to  throw  a  new  light  upon  the 
character  and  operation  of  our  go¬ 
vernment  in  that  country. 

In  the  year  1807,  Lord  Wil¬ 
liam  Bentinck,  then  governor  of 


Madras,  received  orders  from  the 
court  of  diredors  to  fet  on  foot  an 
immediate  inquiry  into  fuc'h 
branches  of  the  fervice  as  might 
admit  of  anv  redudion  in  their  ex- 
penditure.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
inveftigation,  the  feveral  details 
of  the  military  eftabl  till  men  t  came 
neceffarily  under  revifion ;  and, 
among  other  points,  the  propriety 
of  continuing  to  the  officers,  com¬ 
manding  native  troops,  a  certain 
monthly  allowance,  for  the  pro- 
vifion  of  camp  equipage,  and 
which  was  known  by  the  name 
of  the  tent-contrad,  engaged  con- 
fideration,  and  the  commander-in¬ 
chief,  Sir  John  Cradock,  ordered 
Colonel  Monro,  the  quarter-maf- 
ter-general,  to  draw  up  a  report 
to  him  upon  the  fubjed.  The 
report,  which  was  altogether  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  con  trad  in  quef¬ 
tion,  received  the  unqualified  af- 
fent  of  the  Madras  authorities,  and 
was  then  tranfrnitted  to  Calcutta, 
where  it  was  equally  approved 
of,  and  an  order  was  returned  b\r 
the  fupreme  government,  for  the 
immediate  difcontinnance  of  the 
allowance.  Accordingly,  in  May, 
1808,  it  was  abolithed  by  a  ge¬ 
neral -order  of  Sir  George  Barlow, 
who  had  lately  fucceeded  Lord 
William  Bentinc;k  in  the  prefix 
dency  at  Madras, 

This  meafure,  it  may  eafily  be 
imagined,  was  by  no  means  agrees 
able  to  the  officers  ;  but  there  was 
an  unfortunate  exprefiion  in  the 
report  of  Colonel  Monro,  which 
infinitely  more  than  the  meafure 
itfelf  contributed  to  inflame  their 
refentment.  In  the  preliminary 
part  of  that  paper,  the  objections 
againft  the  fyftem  of  camp-equi¬ 
page  equipment,  were  Hated  to  be 
grounded  upon  an  attentive  e.\r 
[R  3]  aminatio!| 
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animation  of  its  operation  fince 
the  period  of  its  introduction;” 
and  it  was  obferved,  that  among 
other  difadvantages  attending  it, 
ic  it  placed  the  intered  and  duty 
of  commanding  officers  in  direct 
oppofition  to  one  another. 93  This 
remark,  coupled  with  the  previous 
intimation,  which  feemed  to  point 
it  out  as  fugged ed  by  aCtual  ob- 
fervation,  was  conceived  by  the 
officers  to  imply  an  imputation 
upon  their  conduft <,  They  imme- 
diately  complained  to  General 
Macdowal,  who  had  lately  been 
appointed  commander-in-chief,  and 
demanded  that  Colonel  Monro 
ihould  be  brought  before  a  court- 
martial,  for  having  made  ufe  of 
falfe  and  fcandalous  infinuations, 
injurious  to  the  character  of  the 
army.  General  Macdowal  re¬ 
ferred  the  charges  to  the  advo¬ 
cate-general,  who  declared  them 
to  be  illegal.  Nothing  farther 
was  done  for  fome  time,  when, 
fuddenly,  on  the  20th  January, 
1809*  the  general,  who  was  then 
almoft  immediately  about  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Europe,  gave  orders,  that 
Colonel  Monro  (hould  be  put  un¬ 
der  arred,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  brought  to  his  trial  by  the 
fucceeding  commander  in  chief. 
The  colonel,  aware  that  he  had 
afted  throughout  by  the  fanCtion 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the 
civil  government,  refolved  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  its  authority  ;  and  he  was 
ihortly  after  liberated  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  pofitive  order  from 
the  chief  fecretary,  direded  to  the 
commander- in-chief. 

General  Macdowal  failed  from 
Madras  on  the  29th  of  January, 
intending,  it  feems,  to  fend  in  the 
refignation  of  his  command,  from 
Ceylon.  In  the  meanwhile  he 


availed  himfelf  of  its  authority, 
to  publilh,  on  the  day  previous 
to  his  embarkation,  a  general  or¬ 
der,  in  which  he  dated,  that  his 
departure  for  England  would  pre¬ 
vent  his  defign  of  bringing  Colo¬ 
nel  Monro  to  trial,  for  contempt 
of  military  authority,  in  having 
reforted  to  the  power  of  the  civil 
government,  in  defiance  of  the 
judgment  of  the  commander- in¬ 
chief,  who  had  placed  him  under 
arred,  on  charges  preferred  againd 
him.  Such  conduct,  on  the  part 
of  Colonel  Monro,  was  farther 
digmatifed,  as  dedruftive  of  fub- 
ordination,  fubverfive  of  military 
difcipline,  and  holding  out  a  mod 
dangerous  example  to  the  fervice  ; 
and  the  commander-in-chief  con¬ 
ceived  it,  therefore,  to  be  his 
duty  to  reprimand  Colonel  Monro 
in  general  orders,  and  he  was, 
thereby,  reprimanded  accordingly. 

The  members  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  conceived  themfelves  to  be 
purpofely  and  grofsly  infulted  by 
this  paper,  which,  it  appears,  had 
been  in  circulation  before  the 
general  embarked,  though  it  was 
not  till  afterwards  that  it  reached 
their  hands.  The  veflel  was  dill 
in  fight  of  the  coad,  and  a  dgnal 
was  indantly  made  for  its  return  ; 
but  without  efFe<d.  General  Mac¬ 
dowal,  however,  was  immediately 
removed  from  the  office  of  com- 
mander-in-chief,  and  the  deputy- 
adjutant-general,  Major  Boles, 
who  had  counterfigned  his  orders, 
was  fufpended.  The  fame  fentence 
was  afterwards  extended  to  the 
adjutant-general,  upon  his  avowal, 
that  he  had  equally  concurred  in 
the  promulgation  of  the  obnoxious 
paper. 

At  the  period  of  thefe  occur¬ 
rences,  a  very  confidcrable  fpirit 
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of  difcontent  already  prevailed 
among  the  officers  of  the  com¬ 
pany's  army  ;  and,  in  fa<ft,  not 
very  long  before.  General  Mac- 
dowal  had  laid  before  the  govern¬ 
ment,  a  memorial  from  the  Ma¬ 
dras  army  to  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  enumerating  their  feveral 
grievances,  among  the  more  pro¬ 
minent  of  which,  appears  to  have 
been  the  fyftem  of  retrenchment 
as  to  many  points  of  their  emolu¬ 
ment  which  had  lately  been  afted 
upon,  particularly  the  abolition 
of  the  tent-contra<ft,  the  favour 
which  they  imagined  to  be  fliewn 
the  king’s  forces,  and  the  exclu- 
iion  of  the  commander-in-chief 
from  a  feat  in  the  council  of  the 
prefidency.  This  laft,  it  ftiould 
be  obferved,  was  a  fubjedft  of  dif¬ 
content  with  General  Macdowal 
himfelf,  and  fufficiently  explains 
the  fpirit  which  feems  to  have 
governed  a  conftderable  part  of 
his  conduft. 

The  government  now  publifhed 
a  proclamation,  with  the  view  of 
allaying  the  ferment  which  was 
obvioufty  prevailing  among  the 
officers.  They  explained  and  vin¬ 
dicated  the  principle  upon  which 
they  had  adled,  in  commanding 
the  liberation  of  Colonel  Monro 
from  an  arreft  grounded  folely 
upon  charges  conne&ed  with  a 
report  which  had  been  approved 
and  a&ed  upon,  by  the  conftituted 
authorities,  both  at  Madras  arid 
Calcutta,  and  they  utterly  de¬ 
claimed  the  offenftve  interpreta¬ 
tion  which  had  been  put  upon 
certain  expreffions  in  that  in- 
ftrument.  The  officers,  however, 
were  not  thus  to  be  foothed. 
Meafures,  as  they  conceived,  of 
retaliation  upon  the  government 
were  debated  ;  among  others,  it 


was  propofed,  to  prefent  a  petition 
to  the  fupreme  government,  for 
the  removal  of  Sir  George  Bar- 
low  from  the  presidency  ;  and  a 
paper  was  drawn  up  to  this  effeft, 
in  which  they  animadverted  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  governor,  as 
fubveriive  of  the  fundamental  laws 
of  military  difcipline,  and  ex- 
prefted  their  ((  alarm,  left  a  feries 
of  afts,  which  were  not  guided  by 
any  rule,  might  tend  to  wean 
their  affe&ions,  and  difpofe  them 
to  confider  as  enemies  thofe 
whofe  fttuations  ftiould  make  them 
their  friends.”  Another  addrefs 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  prefented 
to  Major  Boles,  expreffive  of 
their  marked  approbation  of  his 
condudl,  requefting  to  be  allowed 
to  make  up,  by  private  fubfcri p» 
tion,  for  the  lofs  of  his  appoint¬ 
ments,  and  declaring  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  equally  fupporting  every 
one  who  might  fuffer  in  the  fame 
caufe. 

The  addrefs  to  the  fupreme 
government  was  not  fent,  pro¬ 
bably  becaufe  it  was  foon  learnt, 
that  the  meafures  in  queftion  were 
perfe&ly  approved  of  at  Calcutta. 
Both  papers,  however,  came  into 
the  hands  of  government,  and 
fteps  were  immediately  taken  to 
punifh,  as  far  as  that  was  practi¬ 
cable,  fuch  officers  as  might  ap« 
pear  to  have  been  more  direftly 
concerned  in  the  drawing  up  and 
circulation  of  inftruments  fo  dif- 
quieting  in  their  tendency.  Se¬ 
veral  were  fufpended,  others  de¬ 
prived  of  their  fttuations.  The 
perfons  thus  removed,  demanded 
that  their  conduct  ftiould  be  fub- 
mitted  to  a  court-martial.  But 
this  was  denied  to  them,  though 
their  memorials  were  allowed  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  court  of 
[*4]  directors 
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directors  at  home.  In  the  mean¬ 
while  the  fupreme  government,  at 
Calcutta,  tranfmitted  a  long  and 
elaborate  difpatch  to  Madras,  in 
which  was  expreffed,  the  mod  un¬ 
qualified  approbation  of  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  Madras  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  orders,  announcing  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  officers,  were  pub- 
lilhed  on  the  iff  of  May.  In  the 
fame  paper  the  government  took 
an  opportunity,  to  exprefs  its  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  condud  of  the 
king’s  troops,  and  of  that  of  the 
fublidiary  force  llationed  at  Hy¬ 
drabad,  which  was  contrafted  with 
the  fpirit  of  infubordination  and 
difaffedion  which  had  marked  the 
proceedings  of  the  troops  at  Ma¬ 
dras.  The  compliment  was  un¬ 
fortunate,  as  the  officers  of  the 
Hydrabad  corps  immediately  dif- 
claimed  any  difference  of  feeling 
upon  the  ads  in  queftion,  with 
thofe  prevailing  among  their  breth¬ 
ren.  And  on  the  18th  of  May 
they  publilhed  an  addrefs  to  that 
army,  in  which  they  profeffed 
their  entire  concurrence  with  thofe 
meafures  which  had  drawn  down 
the  difpleafure  of  government,  and 
their  readinefs  to  co-operate,  by 
all  legal  means,  fpr  the  reinftate- 
inent  of  the  fufpended  officers. 
The  fuppprt  and  example  of  this 
corps,  gave  courage  to  the  others. 
Committees  were  formed  among 
the  officers,  and  communications 
opened,  by  which  fuch  meafures 
might  be  concerted  between  the 
feveral  fiations,  as  might  bell  con¬ 
duce  to  the  attainment  of  the  ob¬ 
jects  in  view. 

The  effeds  of  this  combination 
was  foon  perceived.  An  addrefs 
.  rvas  tranfmitted  to  the  governor, 
from  the  officers  at  Hydrabad,  in 


which  they  openly  intimated, 
that  his  meafures  might  lead  to 
t(  a  feparation  of  the  civil  and 
military  powers.”  Two  days  af- 
after,  June  24th,  upon  the  arrival 
of  an  order  at  Mafulipatam,  com¬ 
manding  the  embarkation  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  company’s  Euro¬ 
pean  regiment  at  that  place,  to 
ferve  as  marines  on  board  of  the 
king’s  (hips,  the  regiment  openly 
refilled,  refufed  to  embark,  and 
put  the  commander  of  the  garri- 
fon  under  arrell.  Intelligence  of 
this  event  was  fent  to  Hydrabad, 
where  the  officers  unequivocally 
gave  notice  to  the  government, 
of  their  determination  to  afford 
every  affiliance  to  the  regiment  at 
Mafulipatam. 

Thefe  were  evidently  overt- 
ads  of  rebellion  againft  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  government.  It 
Ihould  be  obferved,  however,  that 
the  difaffeded  officers  lludioully 
confined  their  complaints  to  the 
condud  of  the  Madras  govern¬ 
ment,  and  profeffed  throughout  the 
moll  entire  attachment  to  their 
king  and  country. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  it 
remained  to  decide  what  courfe 
the  government  Ihould  adopt. 
The  motives  which  guided  the 
yefolutions  of  the  council  at  Mad¬ 
ras,  will  be  bell  gathered  from  a 
fhort  extrad  from  the  difpatch 
in  which  they  were  explained  to 
the  court  of  diredors.  “  Concef- 
fipn,  it  was  obferved,  would  have 
effedually  confirmed  the  fpirit  of 
fedition  and  infubordination  which 
pervaded  the  army  ;  and  ftrength- 
ened  the  prefumption,  contempt 
for  authority  and  confidence 
in  their  own  power,  which  was 
already  but  too  prevalent.  Any 
attempt,  even  for  the  purpofe  of 

conciliation 
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conciliation  in  the  exifting  (late 
of  things,  would  have  been  pro- 
du&ive  of  equally  pernicious  ef¬ 
fects.  It  would  naturally  have 
induced  the  conclufion,  that  the 
meafures  of  government  were  dic¬ 
tated  bv  a  confcioufnefs  of  its 
weaknefs.  The  demands  of  the 
army  required  the  repeal  of  orders 
iffued  by  the  government  for  the 
punifhment  of  officers  who  had 
committed  great  offences.  The 
repeal  of  thefe  orders  would,  in 
fa£t,  have  been  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  either  of  their  being  un- 
juft,  or  of  the  army  having  a 
right  to  Ikreen  perfons  from  the 
punifhment  due  to  their  offences. 
Jt  was  refolved,  therefore,  to 
maintain  the  juft  rights  and  power 
of  government,  by  a  prompt  em¬ 
ployment,  for  that  purpofe,  of  all 
the  means  in  their  power.  No 
doubt  was  entertained  of  the  fuf- 
ftciency  of  thofe  means  ;  the  re- 
fponfibility  attaching  to  the  at¬ 
tempt  was,  of  courfe,  great,  but 
the  ultimate  fuccefs  was  conceived 
to  be  certain,  and  they  were  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  would  involve  no 
confequences  which  were  not  in¬ 
finitely  lefs  dangerous  to  the  na¬ 
tional  intercfts,  than  thofe  which 
would  inevitably  have  refulted 
from  fubmiffion  to  the  menaces  of 
a  revolted  army.v 

The  meafures  adopted,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  line  of  conduct 
thus  refolved  upon,  were,  unquef- 
tionably,  fomewhat  hazardous  in 
their  nature.  The  government 
had  at  their  command  a  confiderable 
body  of  king’s  troops,  upon  whofe 
fidelity  they  repofed  every  con¬ 
fidence,  and  fteps  were  taken  to 
procure  reinforcements,  of  the 
fame  kind,  from  Ceylon  and  Bom¬ 
bay  ;  it  was  then  propofcd  to 


break  the  difafteiftcd  corps,  as 
much  as  poffible,  into  fmall  bodies, 
and  to  diftribute  them  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  king’s  troops  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  might  moft 
effedfually  tend  to  overawe  them. 
With  this  view,  it  was  intended, 
detachments  of  fepoys  fhould  march 
from  Hydrabad,  Travancore,  and 
Seringapatam,  but  the  orders  fent 
for  this  purpofe  were,  in  the  event, 
difobeyed  at  all  thofe  ftations. 

Among  the  other  fteps  taken 
by  the  government  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  were  fome  of  a  more 
doubtful  policy.  The  native 
troops  were  in  no  refpefl  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  fubjeft  which 
formed  the  matter  of  complaint  ; 
and,  from  obvious  circumftances, 
were  not  likely  to  be  ftrongly 
influenced  by  thofe  feelings  which, 
in  other  armies,  fo  frequently  at¬ 
taches  fuch  ftrength  to  the  relation 
between  the  foldier  and  the  officer. 
The  government  refolved  to  take 
advantage  of  this  peculiarity  to 
detach  the  foldiery  from  the  caufe 
of  the  difaffefted,  and  with  this 
view,  orders  were  fent  to  the 
commanders  of  divifions  to  im- 
prefs,  as  much  as  poffible,  upon 
the  native  troops,  a  fenfe  of  the 
irregular  and  improper  conduct  of 
their  officers,  and  of  their  own 
duty  of  obedience  and  fubmiffion 
to  the  ftate.  At  the  fame  time  a 
teft  was  framed,  to  be  adminif- 
tered  to  the  officers,  requiring 
from  them  a  folemn  promife,  upon 
their  word  of  honour,  of  obedience 
to  the  governor  in  council  of 
Fort  St.  George.  This  teft  was 
to  be  adminiftered  by  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  at  the  feveral 
ftations,  and  fuch  officers  as  fhould 
refufe  it,  were  to  be,  for  a  time, 
removed  from  their  regiments, 

without 
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without,  however,  any  fufpenfion 
of  their  pay. 

All  the  officers  in  the  company’s 
fervice  at  Madras,  with  fcarcely 
any  exception,  refufed  the  en¬ 
gagements  required  ;  they  were 
immediately  removed,  and  others 
fubilituted  in  their  room.  The 
whole  paffied  with  the  utmoft  re¬ 
gularity  and  quiet.  The  native 
troops  unanimoufly  profeffing  their 
fidelity  to  the  ftate,  and  willing- 
nefs  to  obey  fuch  officers  only  as  it 
might  pleafe  to  appoint. 

The  fame  facility  in  effe&ing  the 
removal  of  the  mutinous  officers, 
was  not  expeded  at  the  other  fta- 
tions,  and  preparations  were  made 
to  reprefs  by  force  any  material 
refiftance  to  the  orders  of  govern¬ 
ment.  At  Travancore,  after  fome 
delay,  thefe  orders  were  fuccefs- 
fully  executed.  But  at  Seringa- 
patam,  and  the  ftations  north  of 
the  Kiftna,  greater  difficulties 
prefented  themfelves.  On  the  21ft 
of  July,  the  officers  at  Hydrabad 
prefented  a  paper  to  their  com¬ 
mander,  Colonel  Montrefor,  in 
which  they  demanded,  as  the  ne- 
ceffary  conditions  of  their  return 
to  their  duty,  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  of  May,  the  reftoration  of 
the  fufpended  officers,  the  removal 
of  all  fuch  officers  on  the  ftaff,  as 
had  been  acceffary,  by  their  ad¬ 
vice,  to  the  late  meafures,  and, 
finally,  a  general  amnefty.  In 
the  event  of  the  refufal  of  thefe 
conceffions,  it  appeared  to  be  their 
refolution  to  proceed  to  Seringa- 
patam  and  combining  with  the 
difaffeded  in  that  quarter,  to 
march  direct  upon  Madras. 

With  the  purpofe  of  trying 
what  effed  remonftrance  or  per- 
fuafion  might  yet  have,  Colonel 
Barry  Clofe  was  deputed,  by  the 


government,  to  Hydrabad,  as  co¬ 
lonel  commandant  of  the  fubli- 
diary  force  there  Rationed ;  and 
it  was  trufted  that  however  in- 
effedual  his  endeavours  might 
prove  with  the  officers,  the  na¬ 
tive  troops  might  not  be  alto¬ 
gether  infenfible  to  his  exhorta¬ 
tions.  His  miffion,  however,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  utmoft  exertion 
of  all  his  firmnefs,  and  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  charader,  was  al¬ 
together  without  effed.  His  au¬ 
thority  was  difowned,  and  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Madras,  leaving  the 
regiments  in  open  rebellion  to  the 
ftate,  and  apparently  determined 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  molt  def- 
perate  meafures  to  compel  its  ac- 
quiefcence  in  their  demands. 

At  Seringapatam,  affairs  bore 
the  fame  charader.  The  officers 
indignantly  rejeded  the  teft. 
They  then  arrefted  and  expelled 
their  commander  Colonel  Davis, 
feized  the  public  treafure,  drew 
up  the  draw-bridges  of  the  fort, 
and  took  meafures  for  colleding 
within  it  as  large  a  force  as  was 
within  their  power.  With  this 
view  they  fummoned  to  join  them 
two  battalions,  which  were  fta- 
tioned  at  Chittledroog,  about  120 
miles  from  Seringapatam.  The 
officers  of  this  detachment  were 
perfedly  in  unifon  with  thofe  at 
Seringapatam,  and  in  order  to  in¬ 
duce  their  troops  to  march,  per- 
fuaded  them  that  the  My  fore  ra¬ 
jah  had  made  war  upon  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  that  their  prefence  was, 
therefore,  neceflary  at  the  capital. 

Colonel  Davis,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  retired  to  Myfore,  the 
refidence  of  that  rajah,  with 
whofe  minifter,  Poorneah,  he  con¬ 
certed  fuch  meafures  as  appeared 
calculated  to  defeat  the  defigns 
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of  the  mutineers.  To  prevent 
the  intended  junftion  of  the  bat¬ 
talions  from  Chittledroog,  he 
fent  a  requifition  to  Bangalore 
for  the  immediate  difpatch  of  a 
detachment  of  king’s  troops,  and 
prepared  a  confiderable  body  of 
Myforean  force,  to  aft  again!!  the 
battalions  which  were  now  un- 
derftood  to  be  advancing.  The 
Chittledroog  fepoys  when  they 
found  themfelves  oppofed  by  the 
rajah’s  troops,  were  confirmed  in 
their  belief,  that  the  objeft  which 
their  officers  had  afligned  for  their 
movements  was  the  real  one. 
The  officers  themfelves  demand¬ 
ed  a  parley  with  the  Myforean 
commander,  Ram  Row,  in  which 
they  gave  him  to  underhand,  that 
however  he  might  aft,  they,  on 
their  fide,  were  refolved  not  to 
draw  a  fword.  The  Myforean, 
who  felt  a  good  deal  embarafled, 
fent  to  My  fore  for  inftruftions  ; 
in  the  meanwhile  he  contented 
himfelf  with  harraffing  the  march 
of  the  infurgent  battalions,  who, 
at  length,  moved  within  fight  of 
the  town  of  Seringapatam.  But 
the  Bangalore  detachment  had  ar¬ 
rived  there  before  them.  On  the 
i ith  of  Augufi:  they,  unex¬ 
pectedly  fell  in  with  the  advance 
of  it ;  and  Colonel  Gibbs,  who 
commanded  it,  fent  an  officer  with 
a  white  flag  to  open  a  conference. 
On  approaching  the  infurgents, 
the  officer  fuddenly  received  in 
his  face  a  (hot,  accidentally  fired, 
as  it  is  faid.  The  dragoons,  how¬ 
ever,  put  another  conftruftion  upon 
it  ;  they  inftantly  charged  the 
fepoys,  who  amazed  by  this  un¬ 
expected  attack  from  troops  which 
they  confidered  as  brethren,  made 
little  or  no  refiftance,  but  fled  in 
diforder,  leaving  about  200  of 


their  number,  killed  or  wounded, 
on  the  field.  The  officers,  with 
the  exception  of  the  commander, 
who  was  wounded  and  taken,  all 
efiefted  their  efcape. 

Colonel  Davis  then  proceeded 
to  blockade  Seringapatam,  the 
garrifon  of  which  continued  to 
maintain  their  mutinous  difpo- 
fitions,  affirming  that  they  would 
never  give  up  the  place,  but  upon 
a  direft  order  from  Lord  Minto. 
In  a  few  days  intelligence  arrived, 
that  the  Hydrabad  corps  had  fub- 
mitted,  and  confented  to  take  the 
teft  required  by  government.  The 
immediate  occafion  of  this  change 
of  refolution  is  not  very  well  ex¬ 
plained  ;  but  the  probability  is, 
that  they  had  gone  far  enough  to 
feel  at  once  the  danger  of  their 
fituation,  and  the  utter  inade¬ 
quacy  of  their  means  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  the  objefts  propofed. 
The  other  ftations,  north  of  the 
Kiftna,  almoft  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  their  example.  The  troops 
at  Seringapatam  furrendered  at 
difcretion  ;  and  the  tell  was  taken 
by  all  the  garrifons  in  the  fouth, 
without  any  exception. 

Such  was  the  termination  of 
thefe  commotions,  which  had,  at 
one  time,  feemed  to  threaten  con- 
fequences  a  little  more  important. 
The  government,  it  will  have  been 
feen,  obtained  a  clear  and  unqua¬ 
lified  viftory  over  the  army  ;  but 
a  long  and  paflionate  controverfy 
took  place,  as  well  refpefting  the 
policy  of  the  means  by  which  this 
fuccefs  was  atchieved,  as  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  blame  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  quarrel.  We  fhall  not  go  out  of 
our  way  to  enter  into  any  con- 
fideration  of  the  details  of  the  ar¬ 
guments  on  both  fides.  With  re- 
fpect  to  the  immediate  occafion  of 
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the  difturbances,  we  mu  ft  obfervc, 
that  whatever  apology  may  be 
offered  for  the  difcontents  of  the 
military,  we  cannot  but  think  that 
it  was,  under  all  circumftances, 
imperative  upon  the  government 
to  a  cl  as  they  did,  both  in  the 
liberation  of  Colonel  Monro,  and 
in  their  fubfequent  meafures  re- 
fpeding  the  fufpenffon  of  Colonels 
Capper  and  Boles.  It  is  not  fo 
eafy  to  decide  whether  there  ex- 
ifted  any  better  method  of  re- 

j 

preffing  the  growing  difcontent  of 
the  army,  than  by  the  orders  of 
the  iff  of  May.  The  provoca¬ 
tion  given  was,  unqueft ionably, 
fufticient  to  juftify  the  degree  of 
feverity  exercifed  upon  that  occa¬ 
sion  ;  and  our  doubts  relate  merely 
to  the  policy  of  the  proceedings 
adopted,  it  is  not  clear  to  us, 
that  tire  employment  of  more  con¬ 
ciliatory  me  a  fu  res,  might  not,  at 
that  time,  have  better  fulfilled 
the  objects  propofed,  though  we 
quite  agree  with  the  government, 
that  at  a  later  ftage  of  the  bufi- 
oefis  the  re  fort  to  all  fuch  was  im- 
poffible. 

But  the  great  point  of  accuia- 
tion  asainft  the  conduct  of  the 
Madras  government,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  refpedVed  the  meafis  taken 
to  difarm  the  expected  revolt,  by 
an  appeal  to  the  native  foldiery 
againft  their  European  officers. 
It  was  obferved,  that  upon  opinion. , 
upon  the  moral  afcendancy  of  the 
European  over  the  native  foldier, 
effentially  depended  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of  difcipline  and  military  con- 
troul  in  our  Indian  armies  ;  and 
that  to  deffroy,  or  weaken  that 
feeling  or  opinion,  in  the  private, 
was  dire&ly  to  ’attack  the  great, 
and  indeed,  the  foie  link,  which 
held  together  the  heterogeneous 


mafs  of  which,  not  merely  our 
army,  but  our  empire  in  the  eaft 
was  compofed.  The  attempt  was, 
undoubtedly,  hazardous  and  criti¬ 
cal  in  the  extreme,  and  would, 
in  itfeif,  be  juftified,  neither  by 
the  precedent  which  was  adduced 
of  Lord  Clive,  in  1765,  nor  by 
the  fuccefs  which  in  the  event 
attended  it.  But  ftill  it  muff  be 
allowed,  that  the  cafe -of  the  civil 
government  was  one  exceeding 
difficult  ;  and,  it  has  been  juftly 
obferved  to  be  problematical, 
whether  the  loyalty  of  the  troops 
would  fuffer  more,  in  the  attemot 
of  the  government  to  divert  it 
from  their  officers,  than  in  that  of 

the  officers  to  divert  it  from  the 

/ 

government.  In  either  cafe,  the 
experiment  was  deeply  hazard¬ 
ous  ;  and  if  exifting  circumftances 
rendered  a  recurrence  to  fuch 
meafures  abfolutely  neccffary,  we 
can  only  repeat  our  regret  that 
means  were  not  found  of  antici¬ 
pating  the  approach  of  a  crifis  fo 
pregnant  with  danger. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is,  perhaps, 
but  fair  to  infer,  that  whatever, 
in  the  policy  of  the  meafures  pur,, 
filed  by  the  government,  wears  to 
us  a  doubtful  afpeft,  was,  in  faff, 
to  be  juftified  by  that  difpofition 
of  actual  circumftances,  of  which 
the  government  itfeif  could  alone 
be  the  competent  judge.  But 
whatever  difference  of  opinion 
might  exift  upon  this  fubject, 
it  is  not  poffible,  we  think,  to 
refufe  our  refpeft  for  that  ffrmnefs 
and  decifion  which  charafterifed 
throughout  the  proceedings  of  the 
governor,  Sir  George  Barlow. 
Among  the  other  difficulties  of 
his  fituation,  he  had  to  contend 
with  a  very  confiderable  degree  of 
unpopularity,  ajrifing,  it  is  faid. 
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ffom  a  certain  coldnefs  and  re- 
pulfivenefs  of  manner.  Another 
topic  of  difcontent  was  faid  to  bey 
the  difpofition  which  he  betrayed, 
to  regulate  the  management  of  the 
Madras  government,  upon  too 
fcrupulous  an  adherence  to  the  fyf- 
tem  adopted  in  Bengal.  This 
unpopularity  gave  occafion  to  a 
feries  of  frivolous  difputes  and 
bickerings,  with  refpeft  to  treats 
and  invitations,  andlimilar  points, 
to  which  the  governor,  rather  in- 
judieioufly  we  think,  gave  im¬ 
portance,  by  making  them  the  fub- 
jeiff  of  his  official  difpleafure.  At 
the  beginning  of  thefe  troubles,  it 
feems  that  the  officers  in  general,  at 
Madras,  declined  the  governor’s 
invitations  to  dinner.  This  was 
taken  up  as  a  breach  of  military 


difcipline,  and  the  meafures  which 
followed  upon  it  were,  in  many 
inllances,  unneceffiarily  harfh.  A 
battalion  of  fepoys  was  ordered 
acrofs  the  peninfula  to  Goa,  be¬ 
cause  the  officers  of  it  had  refufed 
to  dine  with  the  governor  ;  and 
the  young  men  of  the  military 
inftitutions  were  commanded  to 
rejoin  their  corps,  upon  declining 
to  attend  a  ball  given  by  Lady 
Barlow.  There  would  appear  as 
little  of  dignity,  as  of  policy  in 
thele  proceedings,  and  by  the 
fymptoms  of  irritability  and  ob- 
fiinacy  which  they  betray,  they, 
perhaps,  detraT  a  little  from  the 
credit  of  that  firmnefsof  character, 
which  his  conduct,  upon  higher 
and  more  appropriate  occafions, 
had  fo  eminently  evinced. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Tranf aft  ions  in  the  North .  Revolution  in  Sweden,  Singular  Mif  manage  - 
ment  of  the  Affairs  of  that  Country  by  Gufavus.  Impolitic  Attack  upon: 
Norway.  Mifconduft  of  the  Campaign  agaivjl  that  Country  and  in  Fin¬ 
land,  Contagious  D  if  order  breaks  out  among  the  Troops.  Unaccountable 
Conduft  of  the  King  towards  Great  Britain.  His  obfinate  Adherence  to 
the  War  againjl  France.  Demands  an  Increafe  of  the  Engljh  Subfidy , 
and  upon  receiving  a  Refufal ,  impofes  an  Embargo  on  Briti/h  Shippings 
and  prepares  for  Hof  ili ties  with  this  Country.  FI  is  Defgn  is  fuf pended. 

D  if  ordered  State  of  the  Swedijh  Finances.  Qbfinqcy  of  Gufavus  upon 
the  Subjeft.  Calamitous  Condition  of  the  Swedjh  Population ,  anfng 
from  the  War ,  and  the  unufual  Severity  of  the  Seafon.  Threatened  Par¬ 
tition  of  the  Kingdom.  Advance  of  the  Ruffian  armies.  General  Dif¬ 
content  with  the  Government.  Confpiracy  againjl  the  King.  The  origi¬ 
nal  Plan  of  the  Confpirators  to  feize  the  Perfon  of  the  King  is  rendered 
abortive .  Difaff  eft  ion  of  the  Guards ,  and  how  occ  a  foiled .  March-  of 
the  wefern  Army  towards  Stockholm.  They  publfb  a  Proclamation  ex¬ 
planatory  of  their  Objeft.  Alarm  of  Gufavus.  He  takes  immediate 
Meafures  for  leaving  the  Capital.  The  Confpirators  reajfe mble ,  and  re - 
five  to  prevent  his  intended  Departure.  They  feize  his  Perfon  in  the  Pa¬ 
lace.  Circumfances  of  his  temporary  Efcape.  He  is  conveyed  to  the  Caf- 
tle  cf  Gripjho  lm ,  and  the  Duke  of  Sudermania  ajfttmes  the  Admin ijl ra¬ 
tion  of  Affairs.  Maniffo  publjhcd  on  the  Occafon.  An  A  r  miff  ice  con¬ 
cluded  with  Ruff  a.  The  Engljh  Minifter  leaves  Stockholm ,  The  Diet 
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is  affembled;  an  Ad  of  Abdication  fent  in  by  Guffaws,  who  is  declared 
to  have  forfeited  the  Throne ,  for  himfelf  and  Children .  The  Ruffians 
renew  Hojlilities .  New  Confutation  drawn  up  for  Sweden .  The  Duke 
of  Sudermania  proclaimed  King ,  and  the  Prince  of  Augufemberg  eleded 
Crown  Prince.  ProtraBed  Confinement  of  Guffavus  at  Gripfholm.  A 
Provifion  fettled  upon  him  and  his  Family »  He  is  permitted  to  leave 
Sweden ,  and  proceeds  to  Switzerland «  Negotiations  with  Ruffia  broken 
off.  Progrefs  of  the  Ruffian  Armies .  A  Treaty  at  length  Jigned ,  by 
which  Finland  is  ceded  to  Ruffia .  Naval  Operations  in  the  Baltic.  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Turkey .  Refioration  of  Peace  between  that  Power  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  Confequent  Rupture  of  the  Armiftice  by  Ruffia .  Operations  on  the 
Danube  and  in  Servia.  The  Ruffians  crofs  the  River.  Bloody  Defeat  of 
the  Turks .  The  Ruffians  take  Ifmael  and  befiege  Silifiria.  A  Turkffh 
Army  marches  to  its  Relief  The  Ruffians  are  defeated  in  two  fucceffive 
Battles ,  and  compelled  to  repafs  the  Danube « 


EARLY  in  the  fpring  of  the 
prefent  year,  a  revolution 
took  place  in  Sweden*  which*  at 
any  other  period  of  modern  hif- 
tory,  would  have  deeply  engaged 
the  intereft  of  all  Europe-  We  have 
defcribed  in  our  laft  volume,  the 
events  of  the  war  in  Finland*  down 
to  the  figning  of  the  convention 
which  virtually  placed  the  whole 
of  thofe  provinces  in  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  Ruffian  government. 
The  general  impolicy  of  the  war 
in  its  origin,  and  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  the  campaign  on  the  part 
of  the  Swedifh  cabinet,  naturally 
aggravated  the  difcontent  which 
fo  important  a  difmemberment 
could  not  fail  to  excite  in  the  na¬ 
tion.  Inftead  of  bending  all  his 
efforts  to  the  defence  of  his  own 
provinces,  already  threatened  by 
the  inroad  of  fuperior  forces,  Guf- 
tavus  had  diffipated  his  means  in  a 
fenfelefs  attack  upon  Norway  ;  an 
expedition,  for  which,  in  the  want 
of  more  reafonable  objedls,  no 
better  motive  has  been  affigned, 
than  a  propenfity  to  imitate  his 
predeceffor,  Charles  the  Twelfth. 
Troops  were  collected,  accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  Norwegian  fron¬ 


tiers,  but  unprepared  with  either 
arms,  clothing,  or  provifions.  The 
exertions  of  the  officers  to  whom 
the  fupply  of  thefe  neceffaries  was 
unexpectedly  affigned,  infome  mea~ 
fure  made  up  for  the  deficiencies 
which  the  remiffnefs  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  had  occafioned.  But  the 
condudl  of  the  invafion  bore  the 
fame  character  of  incapacity  which 
had  marked  the  military  operations 
of Guftavus  in  other  quarters.  Nor¬ 
way  was  invaded  on  all  fides,  but 
notwiihftanding  the  decided  nu¬ 
merical  fuperiority  of  the  Swedifh 
force  in  the  field,  nothing  of  im¬ 
portance  was  effected.  The  Swe¬ 
difh  army  was  divided  into  de¬ 
tachments,  which,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  were  fo  fmall,  and  fo  in¬ 
flated,  that  they  were  furround- 
ed  and  deftroyed  by  the  Norwe¬ 
gians.  A  vidlory  was  obtained 
at  Lier;  and  affairs  equally  ho¬ 
nourable  to  the  Swedifh  arms  oc¬ 
curred  in  other  quarters,  but  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  campaign, 
nothing  decifive  could  occur,  and 
the  troops  were  walled  and  wea¬ 
ried  in  thefe  unavailing  operations, 
till  they  were  at  length  recalled  in 
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halte  to  th$  prote&ion  of  their  own 
frontiers.  The  Norwegians  now 
advanced  in  their  turn,  and  the 
defenfive  meafures  adopted  be¬ 
trayed  the  fame  want  of  arrange¬ 
ment  and  forefight,  which  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  the  former  part  of  the 
campaign.  In  Varmland,  it  was 
ordered  that  no  place  nearer  the 
frontier  than  Carlftadt  Ihould  be 
defended  ;  a  large  and  important 
diftridt  was  thus  left  open  to  the 
unreftridfed  ravage  of  the  enemy® 
The  troops,  moreover,  were  en¬ 
camped  in  huts  of  mud  and  twigs, 
during  a  very  fevere  feafon  ;  and 
a  definitive  fever,  which  fpread 
over  the  whole  country,  was  the 
confequence.  Denmark,  however, 
poftponed  till  the  following  year, 
the  exertions  by  which  ihe  might 
have  availed  herfelf  of  this  fyf- 
tematic  mifmanagement,  on  the 
part  of  her  enemy. 

The  condudt  of  Gufiavus  to¬ 
wards  his  ally,  was  fcarcely  lefs 
unaccountable  than  the  fatuity 
which  feemed  to  diredl  his  opera¬ 
tions  with  hoftile  powers.  A 
coolnefs  toward  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don  had  fubfifted  ever  fince  the 
affair  of  General  Moore  ;  and  the 
king  entertained  an  invincible  dif- 
like  towards  the  English  minifter, 
Mr.  Thornton,  which  that  gen¬ 
tleman’s  continual  exhortations  for 
the  adoption  of  a  more  pacific  dif- 
pofition  towards  Ruflia  and  Den¬ 
mark,  did  not,  by  any  means, 
tend  to  diminifh.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  year,  Mr.  Merry 
arrived  to  fuperfede  Mr.  Thornton 
in  his  fundiions.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  equally  with  his  predeceffor, 
inftrudied  to  enforce  on  the  Swe- 
difh  government,  the  neceflity  of 
making  peace  with  its  enemies, 


but  Gufiavus,  conflant  to  the  refo- 
lution  which  he  had  always  adled 
upon,  declared  in  a  note  compofed 
by  himfelf,  his  unalterable  deter¬ 
mination  never  to  admit  of  pacific 
propofals  from  the  adiual  ruler  of 
France. 

Further  difagreements  enfued  in 
the  fubfequent  negotiation  refpedt- 
ing  the  fubfidies  to  be  fupplied  by 
England.  The  king  demanded  not 
only  a  larger  fum  for  the  following 
year,  but  an  addition  to  the  fub- 
fidy  for  1808  ;  and  he,  moreover, 
infilled  upon  an  advance  of 
300,000/.  to  be  paid  before  the 
1 2th  of  December,  threatening  in 
cafe  he  Ihould  be  refufed,  to  clofe 
the  Swedilh  harbours  againft  our 
veflels.  Mr.  Merry  replied,  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  accede  to 
fuch  demands ;  in  order,  however, 
that  the  friendly  relations  of  the 
two  nations  might  not  be  interrupt¬ 
ed,  he  would,  though  unempower¬ 
ed  by  his  government,  permit  the 
300,000/.  to  be  drawn  for,  pro¬ 
vided  the  king  would  wait  till 
January  next,  for  the  anfwer  of 
the  Britifh  government ;  and  the 
condition  was  at  length  acceded  to. 

The  anfwer  from  England  did 
not  arrive  till  the  2  2d  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1809.  The  Britifh  cabinet, 
to ,  which  Mr.  Merry  had  faith¬ 
fully  reported  the  demands  and  the 
menaces  of  his  Swedifh  Majefly, 
could  put  no  other  conftrution 
upon  fuch  conduct,  than  that  he 
was  anxious  to  feek  a  pretext  for 
deferting  the  alliance.  Payment 
was  of  courfe  refufed  of  fuch  bills 
as  had  been  drawn  without  the 
confent  of  the  Englifh  government, 
and  Mr.  Merry  was  inftruted  to 
demand,  that  the  king  of  Sweden 
fhould  immediately  declare  his  ac¬ 
ceptance 
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ceptance  of  the  fubfidy  which  had 
been  propofed  for  1809.  ca^e 
of  a  refufal,  he  was  immediately 
to  leave  the  capital.  The  Rritifti 
(hips  of  war,  which  had  wintered 
in  the  Swedifh  harbours,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  return  home,  and  mea- 
fures  were  taken  for  the  Securing 
fuch  Englifh  vefiels  as  remained  at 
Gothenburgh.  The  admiral  com¬ 
manding  on  the  Swedifh  ft  at  ion, 
had  already  deftred  to  be  allowed 
to  return  to  England,  as  the  Swe¬ 
difh  coafts  in  winter  required  no 
protection,  and  the  fame  requeft 
was  enforced  by  Mr.  Merry  ;  but 
the  only  anfwer  which  the  king 
condescended  to  give,  was  that  the 
Britifh  government  had  exprefsly 
ftipulated  that  the  (hips  fhould 
winter  in  Sweden,  and  that  conse¬ 
quently  their  departure  would  not 
be  allowed. 

The  diSaffedion  and  diftruft  of 
the  king  towards  the  Englifh  ca¬ 
binet,  was  Soon  after  evinced  in  a 
more  extraordinary  manner.  The 
Britilh  minifters  auguring  from 
thefe  proceedings  of  their  ally, 
that  his  objeCt  was  to  bring  about 
a  rupture  with  Great  Britain, 
transmitted  a  diSpatch  to  Mr.  Mer¬ 
ry,  which  he  was  ordered  to  read 
to  the  king.  This  paper,  which 
was  dated  the  loth  of  January, 
1808,  declared  “  that  if  Sweden 
found  it  neceiTary  either  for  its 
domeftic  tranquillity,  or  for  Secu¬ 
rity  againft  invaSion,  to  make 
peace  with  one  or  more  of  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers,  and  Should  find  a 
proper  opportunity  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
would  not  in  any  degree  oppofe 
it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
with  pleafure  releafe  the  King  of 
Sweden  from  every  obligation,  ex- 
prefs  or  implied,  which  might  ap¬ 


pear  to  prevent  Such  a  ftep ;  and 
that  after  the  conclufion  of  Such 
peace  his  majefty  would  always 
maintain  undifturbed  his  relations 
with  Sweden. Guftavus  took 
Such  unexpeded  offence  at  this 
letter,  that  he  inftantly  command¬ 
ed  an  embargo  to  be  laid  on  the 
Englifh  merchants’  fhips  at  Goth¬ 
enburg,  and  iflued  orders  to  refufe 
pilots  to  the  fhips  of  war  which 
might  wifh  to  put  to  Sea  ;  with 
inftrudions  that  in  cafe  they  made 
Such  attempt  to  treat  them  as  ene¬ 
mies.  In  order  that  the  news  of 
thefe  proceedings  might  not  im¬ 
mediately  reach  England,  it  was 
enjoined  to  the  prefident  of  the 
chancery,  to  refufe  the  Britifh. 
mini  ft  er  a  courier-pafs  in  cafe  he 
fhould  require  it.  His  purpofe 
would  Seem  to  have  been  to  com¬ 
mence  immediate  hoftilities  againft 
England,  and  with  this  view  he 
wrote  inftantly,  and  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  cabinet,  to  the 
King  of  Denmark  ;  propoftng  art 
immediate  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities, 
and  declaring  that  Sweden  was  al¬ 
ready  in  a  ftate  of  war  with  Great 
Britain.  It  does  not  appear,  that 
in  the  mean  while  his  indifpofition 
towards  a  pacification,  either  with 
France  or  Ruftia,  was  in  the  leaft 
abated.  But  at  the  moment  when 
the  letter  to  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark  was  about  to  be  Sent  off,  ad¬ 
vices  arrived  from  Scania,  an¬ 
nouncing  that  proclamations  had 
been  Sent  over  by  a  balloon  from 
Zealand,  inviting  the  people  to 
put  themfelves  under  the  protection 
of  the  Danifh  government.  The 
king  now  changed  bis  refolution  as 
Suddenly  as  he  had  formed  it.  He 
tore  to  pieces  the  letter  intended 
for  the  King  of  Denmark,  and 
despatched  counter- orders  with  re- 

SpeCf 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[273 


fpeff  to  the  embargo,  which,  on 
account  of  a  delay  in  the  departure 
of  the  former  courier,  was  only  five 
hours  in  duration.  A  treaty  of 
fubfidy  was  a  few  days  after  con¬ 
cluded  by  Mr.  Merry,  by  which  a 
fum  of  300,000/.  was  to  be  paid 
every  three  months  by  England. 
It  was  endeavoured  to  engage  the 
Englifh  government  to  ftipulate 
the  reftoration  of  Finland  by  Ruf- 
fia  at  the  peace  ;  but  the  Britifh 
mi  niftier  refufed  to  make  any  fuch 
engagement.  He,  at  the  fame 
time,  delivered  a  note  in  which 
with  reference  to  fome  opinions 
expreiTed  in  a  letter  from  Guftavus 
to  the  King  of  England,  it  was 
Hated,  that  if  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den  had  refolved  never  to  make 
peace  with  France,  but  upon  con¬ 
dition  of  the  reftoration  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  could  not  enter  into 
fuch  views,  nor  extend  fo  far  the 
obligation  contained  in  the  treaty 
of  fubfidy,  never  to  make  a  fepa- 
rate  peace/’ 

The  finances  of  the  kingdom 
were  in  a  ftate  of  diforder  fimilar 
to  that  which  prevailed  in  every 
other  department  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Englilh  fubfidies  did 
not  nearly  cover  the  extraordinary 
expenfes  created  by  the  war.  The 
Swedifh  army  in  the  preceding 
fummer,  amounted,  including  the 
new  levies,  to  above  100,000  men. 
An  enormous  force  when  confi- 
dered  comparatively  with  the  re- 
fources  and  population  of  the 
country.  The  ftates,  at  their  laft 
affembly,  had  authorized  the  king 
to  draw  upon  the  bank  for  one 
million  of  rix  dollars,  but  this 
would  not  fupply  the  expenditure 
of  a  fingle  month,  and  every  me¬ 
thod  attempted,  by  means  of  loans, 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New 


or  mcreafed  taxation,  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate,  were  found 
to  fail  in  the  refult.  The  war, 
it  was  eftimated,  befide  the  lofs 
of  territory  and  population,  had 
occafioned  a  new  national  debt  to 
Sweden  of  above  13,000,000  rix 
dollars,  and  that  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  1808  to  the  29th  of 
May,  1809,  the  expenfe  had  ex¬ 
ceeded  20,000,000  rix  dollars,  be¬ 
fide  the  intereft  of  feveral  loans. 
The  expenfe  of  the  laft  campaign 
was  above  14,000,000  rix  dol¬ 
lars,  or  about  3,000,000/.  fter- 
ling.  Nearly  double  that  fum,  or 
26,000,000  rix  dollars,  was  re¬ 
quired  for  the  fervice  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  year.  The  committee  of  fi¬ 
nances  made  a  report  to  the  king, 
ftating  that  this  fum  exceeded  the 
whole  circulating  capital  of  the 
kingdom,  and  made  at  the  loweft, 
three-and-twenty  per  cent,  upon 
the  aggregate  property  of  the  whole 
country,  in  money,  goods,  and  ef- 
tates  of  every  defcription.  This 
reprefentation  however  drew  forth 
no  other  anfwer,  than  an  order  to 
produce  a  plan,  within  four-and 
twenty-hours,  for  railing  the  fum 
required. 

A  feafon  of  peculiar  feverity 
occurred  to  aggravate  the  general 
calamity  and  difcontent  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  It  began  early  in  Novem* 
ber,  and  continued  with  unabated 
feverity  till  March,  when  the 
whole  face  of  the  country  was 
ftill  covered  with  ice  and  fnow* 
The  laft  crop  had  been  deficient* 
The  herring-fifhery  had  failed  al~ 
moft  entirely.  Difeafes,  as  we 
have  already  mentioned,  broke  out 
in  the  army,  and  foon  extended 
their  ravages  to  the  reft  of  the  po¬ 
pulation.  The  lofs  of  Finland 
and  Pomerania  cut  off  the  chief 
Series.  [S]  fources 
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fources  from  whence  the  capital 
and  the  maritime  provinces  had 
been  accuftomed  to  derive  their 
provifions  of  corn  and  fuel,  and 
the  confequent  diftrefs  was  almoft 
univerfal.  The  political  pofition 
of  the  kingdom  was  at  the  fame 
time  moft  critical.  The  fineft 
provinces  were  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  whofe  troops  were 
rapidly  advancing  towards  Aland 
and  Stockholm.  The  final  dif* 
memberment  and  partition  of  the 
monarchy  between  Denmark  and 
Ruffia,  was  commonly  fpoken  of  as 
inevitable  ;  and  it  was  faid,  that 
the  river  Motala,  and  the  ridge  of 
mountains  which  ftretches  from 
thence  towards  the  north,  were 
deftined  to  form  the  boundary  be¬ 
tween  the  dominions  of  Ruffia  and 
Denmark.  Every  thing  appeared 
in  readinefs  to  put  this  defign  into 
execution.  The  Ruffian  army  was 
to  have  eroded  the  eaftern  frontier 
on  two  points,  while  the  army  of 
Norway  lhould  invade  the  weft  ; 
and  a  defeent  from  Zealand  upon 
Scania  would  have  completed  the 
circumvention  of  the  country,  the 
natural  refources  of  which  were 
little  adequate  to  refift  a  combi¬ 
nation  fo  formidable,  but  mif- 
direCted  and  mifapplied  as  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  Guftavus, 
the  event  of  the  conteft  could  not 
for  a  moment  feem  doubtful.  The 
inaptitude  of  the  king  refulted,  it 
is  faid,  not  from  any  natural  im¬ 
becility  of  intellect,  but  from  a 
certain  perverfenefs  and  impatience 
of  temper,  which,  liftening  to  no 
remonftrance,  and  enduring  no  de¬ 
lay,  continually  hurried  him  into 
meafures  and  fchemes,  of  the  folly 
and  impracticability  of  which,  no 
one  when  cool  was  better  qualified 
to  judge.  There  appears,  how¬ 


ever,  in  certain  parts  of  his  con« 
duel,  a  degree  of  felf-willed  obfti- 
nacy  in  error,  which  it  is  not  eafy 
to  account  for  upon  any  other  fup- 
pofition  than  that  of  the  temporary 
prevalence  of  a  degree  of  mental 
derangement. 

Under  >  thefe  circumftances  the 
difeontent  became  univerfal.  The 
many  excellent  qualities  of  the 
king,  and  the  irreproachable  inte¬ 
grity  of  his  private  life,  had  hi¬ 
therto  allured  him  a  confiderable 
degree  of  popularity,  efpecially 
with  the  middling  and  lower 
cla  fifes  of  the  nation.  The  errors 
of  his  political  conduct  were  in 
faCt  long  unknown  to  them ;  the 
feverity  of  the  cenforlhip,  both 
upon  the  public  journals,  and  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  books, 
having  effectually  obftruCted  the 
principal  fources  of  information 
upon  that  topic.  But  towards  the 
autumn  of  1808,  the  preflfure  of 
the  general  diftrefs  began  to  ope¬ 
rate  a  confiderable  change  in  the 
public  opinion.  The  neceffity  of 
a  great  and  radical  change  in  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs  became 
manifeft  and  urgent  ;  and  to  bring 
about  this,  a  revolution  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  appeared  to  be  the  only 
effectual  meafure.  About  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year,  various  con¬ 
ferences  were  held  among  the  prin¬ 
cipal  nobles  and  merchants  at 
Stockholm,  refpeCting  the  prefer¬ 
able  mode  of  effecting  the  objeCt 
propofed.  It  was  at  firft  propofed, 
as  a  meafure  of  lefs  violence,  that 
all  the  officers  of  ftate  fliould  fud- 
denly  and  at  once  throw  up  their 
fituations,  and  call  upon  the  king 
to  fummon  a  diet ;  but  the  fcheme 
was  rejected,  as  having  no  ten¬ 
dency  in  itfelf  to  fubdue  the  obfti- 
nate  adherence  of  Guftavus  to  his 
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prefent  fyftem  of  foreign  policy, 
and  as  threatening  to  occafion  an 
a&ual  diffolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  depofition  of  the  king  was 
at  length  refolved  on.  The  mea- 
fure  was  violent  and  hazardous ; 
font  it  was  now  deemed  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  the  well-being 
of  the  ftate,  and  there  was  a 
particular  circumfiance  attached  to 
the  perfon  of  Gufiavus,  which  ren¬ 
dered  the  recourfe  to  it  a  matter 
probably  of  lefs  danger,  and  of  lefs 
reluflance,  than  it  otherwife  might 
have  been,  A  perfbafion  had  long 
prevailed  at  Stockholm,  that  the 
late  king,  from  the  effects  of  early 
diffipation  upon  a  conftitution  na¬ 
turally  weak,  was  incapable  of 
giving  an  heir  to  the  Swedifh 
crown.  The  birth  of  a  fon,  the 
prefen t  king,  by  no  means  put  an 
end  to  thefe  Handers  ;  and  it  was 
afferted,  that  a  colonel  in  the 
guards,  of  the  name  of  Monck, 
had  been  appointed  by  Gudavus 
to  iiipply  his  place,  on  a  certain 
occafion,  with  the  young  queen. 
However  unfounded  the  imputa¬ 
tion,  a  belief  in  the  truth  of  it 
was  by  no  means  uncommon  in 
Sweden,  and  the  rumour  was  re¬ 
vived  with  malignant'affiduity,  to 
fever  whatever  ties  yet  bound  the 
affedlions  of  the  people  to  the  per¬ 
fon  of  their  unhappy  fove reign. 

The  chief  aiders  in  the  intended 
enterprize  were  neceffarily  at 
Stockholm,  but  correfpondence  was 
held  with  the  leaders  of  the  feveral 
armies,  among  which  that  upon 
the  Norway  frontier  was  particu¬ 
larly  didinguifhed  by  the  alacrity 
with  which  it  entered  upon  the 
propofed  confpiracy.  The  confu¬ 
tations  upon  the  fubjeft  'were  long 
and  inconcluiive,  and,  under  a 


[275 

more  vigilant  and  aflive  adminif- 
tration,  would  have  indued  the 
deftruffion  of  the  confpirators.  At 
length,  the  8th  of  February  was 
fixed  upon  as  the  day  for  finking 
the  important  blow.  It  was  re¬ 
folved  to  feize  upon  the  perfon  o£ 
the  king  pppofite  to  a  tavern  in  a 
fireet  through  which  he  ufually 
paffed  in  the  afternoon,  on  his  way 
from  Stockholm  to  the  palace  of 
Haga.  He  was  then  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  fortrefs  of  V axholm, 
the  garrifon  of  which  was  to  be 
relieved  by  a  troop  of  the  guards 
from  Stockholm.  The  regiment 
of  cuiraffier  life-guards  was  equally- 
prepared  to  affift  in  the  execution 
of  the  defign.  Gufiavus  had  in 
fkuft  difgufted  the  whole  body  of 
his  guards  by  one  of  thofe  fits  of 
extravagant  violence  to  which  he 
occafionally  gave  way.  A  batta¬ 
lion  of  the  guards  had  behaved  ill 
in  the  campaign  in  Finland,  and 
Gufiavus  inftantly  difgraced  the 
whole  body,  wherever  flattened, 
to  the  bottom  of  the  lift.  By  this 
he  irreparably  affronted  a  great 
number  of  officers,  many  of  whom 
he  was  at  that  very  moment  dif- 
tinguifhing  with  decorative  orders, 
in  reward  of  their  fervices.  When 
the  arreft  of  the  king  fhouid  have 
been  effe&ed,  it  was  arranged  that 
one  of  the  principal  confpirators, 
accompanied  by  a  fquadron  of  the 
guards,  fhouid  march  up  to  the 
court  of  the  palace,  to  wait  the 
orders  of  the  Duke  of  Sudermania; 
whom,  it  was  propofed,  fhouid  be 
entreated  to  take  upon  him  the 
government  of  the  country,  until 
the  {fates  fhouid  be  affembled.  A 
folemn  oath  was  adminiftered  that 
nothing  fhouid  be  offered  againft 
the  life  of  the  king,  but  that  every 
regard  fhouid  be  (hewn  to  him, 
[6*  2]  compatible 
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compatible  with  the  fafety  of  the 
attempt. 

All  this  was  arranged  on  the  6th, 
Among  the  confpirators  was  one, 
of  whofe  name  we  are  not  informed, 
though  he  feems  to  have  particu- 
larly  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
reft,  who  conceived  that  the  day 
afiigned  was  much  too  early,  and 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  alter  his 
opinion.  It  was  neverthelefs  re- 
folved  by  his  companions  to  adhere 
to  the  original  refolution,  and  to 
conceal  their  intention  from  the 
perfon  in  queftion,  until  the  mo¬ 
ment  for  execution  had  arrived. 
On  the  8th,  accordingly,  a  little 
before  the  appointed  hour,  the 
greater  part  of  the  confpirators 
a  fie  mb  led  to  communicate  to  him 
their  defign.  He  now  vehemently 
oppofed  it :  the  whole  fcheme  was 
diffolved ;  the  confpirators  dif- 
perfed,  and  a  letter  was  difpatched 
to  the  weftern  army  announcing 
the  abortion  of  the  enterprife. 

It  has  been  remarked,  as  a  link¬ 
ing  proof  of  the  deferted  fituation 
to  which  the  ungracious  conduft 
of  Guftavus  had  reduced  him,  and 
of  the  unpopularity  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  that  of  the  multitude  in¬ 
formed  of  the  deiigns  againft  his 
perfon  and  authority,  not  one  had 
fufficient  courage  or  attachment  to 
warn  him  of  his  danger.  A  great 
number  of  people  had  by  various 
means  been  unavoidably  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  momentous  poli¬ 
tical  change  which  was  to  have 
been  attempted  on  the  8th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  ;  the  number  was  daily  in- 
creafing,  and  in  every  part  of 
Stockholm  the  revolution  was  the 
daily  fubjett  of  converfation.  Had 
the  intended  attempt  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  king,  and  had 
he  in  confequence  left  Stockholm, 


and  proceeded  to  the  fouth,  it  is 
probable  that  the  army  in  that 
quarter  would  have  obeyed  him, 
and  that  a  civil  war  muft  have 
enfued. 

The  weftern  army,  however, 
foon  put  an  end  to  all  farther  fuf* 
penfe  in  the  matter.  On  the  8th 
of  March,  they  broke  up,  under 
the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Adiersparre,  and  entered  Carlftadt, 
where  a  proclamation  was  pub- 
lifhed,  explanatory  of  the  motives 
by  which  they  were  actuated,  and 
the  objects  which  they  propofed 
themfelves  to  attain.  This  was, 
that  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom 
fhould  be  at  liberty  to  aflemble, 
and  to  deliberate  uncontrouled  on 
the  means  of  reftoring  the  profpe- 
rity  of  Sweden.  i(  We  have  fo- 
lemnly  fworn,”  faid  they,  to 
lay  at  their  feet  the  arms  which 
we  have  taken  up  to  procure  their 
freedom,  and  around  the  hall  where 
they  hold  their  deliberations,  we 
will  form  a  rampart  which  no 
power  on  earth  fhall  be  able  to 
beat  down.  The  German  domi¬ 
nions  of  Sweden  are  delivered  up 
to  the  enemy,  and  Finland,  the 
native  foil  of  a  noble  and  gallant 
people,  is  loft.  Our  trade  is 
ruined  ;  our  mines  deferted  ;  our 
youth  taken  from  our  agricultural 
purfuits  to  be  deftroyed  by  ficknefs 
and  the  fword ;  the  burthens  laid 
on  agriculture  are  fuch  that  they 
can  be  borne  no  longer  ;  grinding 
taxes  are  exa&ed  without  remif- 
fion.  We  have  feen  the  moft  im- 
portant  concerns  managed  in  a 
manner  which  began  without  any 
plan,  as  it  ended  without  fuccefs  ; 
the  remaining  ftrength  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  if  no  means  be  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  evil,  may  be  wafted 
with  the  like  folly.  We  have 
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fworn  that  not  a  {ingle  inch  more 
of  Swedifh  territory  fhall  be  given 
up  to  the  enemy.  We  have  fworn 
that  the  father  of  the  country  {hall 
enjoy  full  liberty  to  reftore  our 
welfare  and  profperity.  Let  then 
the  higher  and  lower  Hates  of  the 
commonwealth  join  heart  and  hand 
to  affert  our  freedom  ;  let  them 
offer  peace  and  amity  to  our  neigh¬ 
bours,  but  with  this  affurance, 
that  every  Swedifh  foldier  will 
rather  be  buried  under  the  ruins  of 
his  country,  than  fuffer  a  {ingle 
inch  of  Swedifli  ground  to  be  ceded 
to  the  enemy.  Such  are  our  wiihes 
for  our  country,  and  we  are  ready 
to  facrifice  our  lives  for  their  ful¬ 
filment.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  for  Sweden,  that  every 
Swede  fhould  at  length  be  allowed 
to  return  to  a  peaceful  home,  as 
far  as  that  can  be  done  without 
difparagement  to  the  honour  and 
independence  of  the  kingdom.  The 
frontiers  are  for  a  fhort  time  left 
without  defence,  on  account  of 
our  departure ;  but  fhould  the 
enemy,  contrary  to  his  folemn 
promife,  avail  himfelf  of  our  ab¬ 
sence  to  attack  them,  we  will 
fpeedily  return,  take  a  fevere  re¬ 
venge,  and  convince  him  of  the 
difference  of  a  war  carried  on  be- 
caufe  of  the  perfonal  hatred  of  the 
ruler,  and  one  profecuted  by  a  na¬ 
tion  which  is  determined  to  main¬ 
tain  its  independence. ” 

This  laft  paragraph  alluded  to 
an  agreement  which  had  been  en¬ 
tered  upon  with  General  Staffeldt, 
who  commanded  in  Norway,  fti- 
pulating  that  nothing  {hould  be 
attempted  againft  the  Swedifh 
frontier  during  the  abfence  of  the 
army.  General  Pofen,  with  the 
left  wing,  was  detached  to  occupy 
Gottenburg  ;  the  remainder  moved 


direft  upon  Stockholm,  and  en¬ 
tered  Orebro  on  the  12th.  Three 
days  after,  intelligence  arrived 
from  the  capital  that  the  revolu¬ 
tion  was  already  effected. 

In  fad,  the  movement  of  the 
army  had  brought  affairs  to  a 
crifis.  It  was  on  Sunday,  the 
1 2th,  that  the  news  of  its  march 
reached  Guftavus,  who  was  then 
at  Haga.  Thunderilruek  with  the 
intelligence,  he  proceeded  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Stockholm  :  as  foon  as  he 
had  entered  the  palace,  the  gates 
were  fhut,  and  guards  were  polled 
at  the  feveral  entrances  of  the 
town,  with  orders  to  examine 
ftri&ly  every  perfon  coming  in, 
and  to  fuffer  no  one  to  leave  the 
capital.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night 
the  mofi  contradictory  orders  were 
defpatched  on  every  fide.  General 
Helving,  the  mailer  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  was  commanded  at  his  peril 
to  get  fome  artillery  prepared  to 
follow  the  king  immediately,  al¬ 
though  there  were  at  that  time  no 
artillery  horfes  in  Stockholm. — 
All  the  great  officers  of  Hate  were 
commanded  to  proceed  to  Ny- 
koping  ;  the  fecretary  of  Hate  was 
called  up,  and  defired  to  raife  what 
money  he  could  by  the  fale  of  bills 
upon  England  ;  and  it  was  vain 
that  he  reprefented  the  impoffibility 
of  tranfa&ing  bufmefs  of  that  kind 
at  that  hour.  The  commiffioners 
of  the  bank  were  ordered  to  affem- 
ble  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Baron  Rofenblad  was  dif- 
patched  to  inform  them  of  the 
king’s  defire  to  take  with  him  a 
part  of  the  money  entrufted  to 
their  care,  and  to  inquire  of  them 
whether  they  conceived  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  be  in  fecurity.  It  was 
eafy  to  infer  from  this  meffage  the 
king’s  intention,  which  indeed  be. 

[S  3]  came 


278]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809- 


came  evident  when  he  afterwards 
laid,  i(  That  he  might  as  well  take 
the  money  as  leave  it  to  the  rebels/7 
The  commiffioners  replied,  *e  That 
they  had  received  their  truft  from 
the  ftates  of  the  kingdom,  without 
whofe  authority  they  did  not  con¬ 
ceive  themfelves  at  liberty  to  fur™ 
render  any  part  of  the  property  of 
the  bank,  and  that  they  did  no: 
fuppofe  the  bank  in  any  danger.” 
The  troops  were  immediately  to 
leave  Stockholm ;  one  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  regiments,  with  fome  artil¬ 
lery,  were  to  be  marched  againft 
the  weftern  army  ;  and  the  proper 
officers  were  commiffioned  to  make 
every  exertion  to  collect  the  great- 
eft  poffible  number  of  horfes. 

In  the  mean  while,  thofe  who 
had  engaged  in  the  late  confpiracy 
again  affembled.  It  was  evident, 
from  the  meafures  defcribed,  that 
the  king  had  determined  upon 
leaving  Stockholm.  The  poffible 
•confequences  of  fuch  a  ftep  were 
f  obvious  -j  and  it  was  refolved  to 
make  one  defperate  effort  to  avert 
them,  before  it  fhould  yet  be  too 
late.  Baron  Adlercreutz,  a  noble¬ 
man  who  had  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  in  the  late  cam¬ 
paign  in  Finland,  was  pitched 
upon  to  lead  the  way  in  this  ha¬ 
zardous  enterprize.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  he  held  a  confuitation 
with  fome  officers,  whom  he  ap¬ 
pointed  to  meet  him  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  the  palace.  Accordingly, 
at  eight  o'clock,  they  were  affem- 
bled  at  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
Upon  enquiry,  it  was  found  that 
only  four  life- guards  remained  in 
the  palace,  the  remainder  having- 
gone  to  prepare  themfelves  for  the 
departure  which  the  king  had  an¬ 
nounced  to  them.  There  were 
sffiqut  fifty  officers  in  and  about  the 


palace,  all  equally  acquainted  with 
the  defign,  and  determined  to  ven¬ 
ture  every  thing  upon  its  execu¬ 
tion.  The  gates  were  already 
clofed  by  the  king's  own  orders,, 
and  no  one  was  now  permitted  to 
go  out.  Officers  were  polled  in 
different  parts,  and  a  great  number 
were  collefted  in  the  room  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  king’s  bed-chamber.  Count 
Uglas  was  firft  called  into  the  king. 
Soon  after  the  Duke  of  Suderma- 
nia  arrived,  and  went  in  juft  as 
Count  Uglas  came  out.  Baron 
Adlercreutz,  befiougkt  the  count 
that  he  would  remain,  but  he  an- 
fwered  that  he  had  received  orders 
from  the  king,  which  he  muft  im¬ 
mediately  execute.  The  baron 
then  told  him  that  he  could  not  be 
permitted  to  leave  the  palace ; 
that  a  moment  of  infinite  import¬ 
ance  was  approaching,  and  that  the 
king  muft  be  prevented  from  quit¬ 
ting  Stockholm.  The  count  faid 
that  he  had  in  vain  ufed  every  ar¬ 
gument  with  the  king  ;  and  he 
begged  that  any  further  rernon- 
ftrance  might  be  offered  with  cau¬ 
tion.  Adlercreutz  replied  that  it 
was  now  intended  to  fpeak  to  the 
king  in  a  manner  which  he  trufted 
would  be  effectual.  The  duke 
then  came  out,  and  Count  Klings- 
por  was  called  in ;  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  converfation  with  the 
king,  ftrongly  urged  to  him  the 
imprudence  of  leaving  the  capital. 
This  was  the  moment  determined 
upon  by  Adlercreutz  for  executing 
the  defign.  He  affembled  a  num¬ 
ber  of  officers,  and  entered  the 
king’s  chamber.  Advancing  dire<T 
to  his  Majefty,  he  proceeded  to 
ftate  to  him,  (i  that  the  public 
mind  was  in  the  utmoft  irritation 
front  the  unfortunate  circumftances 
of  the  country,  and  particularly 

from 
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from  his  Majefty’s  intended  de¬ 
parture  from  Stockholm  ;  that  the 
higher  officers  of  ftate,  and  of  the 
military,  and  the  mod  refpeftable 
citizens,  had  encouraged  him  to 
reprefent  the  confequences  to  his 

Majefty,  for  which  purpofe” - - 

the  king  here  interrupted  him, 
loudly  exclaiming  “  Treafon  !  you 
are  all  corrupted,  and  {hall  be  pu- 
nilhed.”  Adlercreutz  anfwered 
coolly,  “  We  are  no  traitors,  but 
wifh  to  fave  your  Majefty  and 
our  country.”  Guftavus  inftantly 
drew  his  fvvord,  and  the  baron 
rufhed  in  upon  him,  feized  him 
round  the  waift,  while  Colonel 
Silverfparre  took  the  fword  from 
his  hands.  The  king  then  cried 
out  ((  Help !  help  !  they  are  going 
to  murder  me  !” — They  gave  him 
every  alfurance  of  his  perfonal 
fafety,  and  he  engaged  to  be  more 
compofed,  provided  they  would 
return  to  him  his  fword  ;  a  requeft 
which  they  at  firft  evaded,  and  at 
length,  when  he  continued  to  urge 
it,  refufed  ;  ftating,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  could  no  longer  be 
allowed  to  interfere  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  kingdom.  A  few  of 
the  body  guard,  which  had  juft 
arrived,  and  fome  fervants  of  the 
palace,  alarmed  at  the  king’s  out¬ 
cries,  endeavoured  to  force  the 
door,  and  in  fad;  broke  the  upper 
pannel  of  it  with  their  fabres  and 
pokers.  Adlercreutz  then  ordered 
the  door  to  be  opened,  and  threw 
himfelf  into  the  midft  of  the 
crowd  ;  he  feized  a  fabre  from  an 
huffar,  fnatched  from  the  adjutant- 
general  his  Half  of  office,  and  pre- 
fenting  it  before  him,  faid  that  he 
now  confidered  himfelf  as  adjutant- 
general,  and  in  that  capacity  com¬ 
manded  the  guards  immediately  to 
retire.  Alter  fome  hefitation  they 


obeyed.  The  baron  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  guard- room,  where 
he  found  a  conliderable  number  of 
the  guards  aflembled.  Thefe  he 
tranquillized  by  aflurances  that 
the  king’s  perfon  was  in  no  dan¬ 
ger,  and  he  then  proceeded  to  take 
meafures  for  the  order  and  fafety 
of  the  city.  The  citizens  mounted 
guard  at  the  bank  and  public  offices, 
and  the  ftreets  were  patroled  by 
the  cuiraffiers  and  the  burgher  ca¬ 
valry. 

In  the  mean  while  a  circumftance 
occurred  that  threw  the  confpira- 
tors  into  the  utmoft  alarm.  The 
king  had  requefted  to  be  fpared 
the  fight  of  the  officers  who  had 
been  inftrumental  in  his  arreft,  and 
whom  Adlercreutz  had  left  with 
him  to  fee u re  his  perfon.  Thefe 
officers  therefore  withdrew,  and 
Count  Uglas  and  General  Count 
Stromfelt  went  in  to  ftay  with  the 
king,  and  to  endeavour  to  com- 
pofe  him.  By  fome  means,  how¬ 
ever,  he  contrived  unperceived  to 
draw  Count  Stromfelt’s  fword,  and 
refufed,  upon  the  count’s  requeft, 
to  return  it,  faying,  that  “  the 
general  was  juft  as  good  a  general 
as  he  a  king,  without  a  fword.’’ 
Adlercreutz  had  at  this  moment 
returned  to  the  anti-chamber,  and 
being  informed  pf  what  had  taken 
place,  faw  it  would  be  necelfary  to 
have  fome  officers  in  the  room  witli 
the  king  :  he  feleHed  two  for  this 
purpofe,  and  was  on  his  way  to 
the  chamber  with  them,  when  he 
was  perceived  advancing,  by  the 
king  through  the  broken  pannel. 
Guftavus  inftantly  made  his  efcape 
through  an  oppofite  door,  which 
had  been  left  unguarded,  and  locked 
it  on  the  other  fide,  Adlercreutz 
faw  the  danger  which  was  impend¬ 
ing,  and  animated  by  the  confi- 
[S  4]  deration 
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deration  of  it,  leaped  againft  the 
door,  burft  it  open,  and  ran  in 
purfuit  of  the  king.  The  difcovery 
of  his  efcape  had  occafioned  the 
utmoft  difmay  among  the  confpira- 
tors,  and  every  ftair  was  thronged 
with  people  rufiiing  to  the  court 
of  the  palace,  in  order  to  intercept 
his  evafion.  Guftavus  had  already 
reached  the  court,  having  com¬ 
pletely  gained  the  advantage  of 
the  baron,  and  was  making,  with 
the  fword  in  his  hand,  towards  the 
only  gate  which  had  been  left 
open,  when  he  was  perceived  and 
overtaken  by  GreifF,  the  keeper  of 
his  game.  The  king  made  a  vio¬ 
lent  pufh  at  him,  but  fo  unfteadily 
as  fcarcely  at  all  to  wound  him. 
He  was  then  out  of  breath,  his 
ftrength  exhaufted,  and  being  eafily 
overpowered,  he  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  conveyed  back  to  the  palace, 
and  by  his  own  defire  was  taken 
to  the  fivhite  roomy  where  he  was 
fet  down  exadly  oppolite  to  the 
portrait  of  the  late  Queen  of 
France,  Maria  Antoinette. 

During  the  whole  progrefs  of 
this  extraordinary  enterprize,  the 
moil  perfect  tranquillity  was  pre- 
ferved  in  the  capital ;  not  the 
flighted:  fymptom  of  difcontent  or 
difpleafure  was  betrayed  by  the 
people,  and  the  theatre  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  unufually  crowded  in 
the  evening.  When  the  perfon  of 
the  king  was  fecured,  Baron  Ad- 
lercreutz,  Colonel  Silverfparre,  and 
Count  Klingspor,  proceeded  to  the 
Duke  of  Sudermania,  and  are  re- 
prefented,  as  with  fome  difficulty, 
prevailing  upon  his  royal  highnefs 
to  take  upon  him  the  functions  of 
protettor.  There  can  be  little 
doubt,  we  apprehend,  that  the  duke 
was  privy  to  the  intents  of  the 
confpirators ;  but  we  can  eafily 


believe  that  motives  of  perfonal 
ambition  were  by  no  means  the 
only,  or  the  principal  inducements 
of  his  aflent  to  their  defign,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  feigned  in 
the  reluctance  with  which,  under 
all  the  circumftanees  of  his  ad¬ 
vanced  age  and  declining  health, 
he  took  upon  himfelf  the  invidious 
refponfibility  of  fucceeding  to  the 
throne  of  his  unfortunate  nephew. 

At  two  in  the  morning  the  king 
was  conveyed,  under  an  efcorr,  to 
the  palace  of  Drotningholm,  about 
feven  miles  from  Stockholm,  and 
a  few  days  after  removed  to  Grips- 
holm,  a  royal  caftle,  fituated  upon 
an  ifland  in  the  lake  of  Malar. 
The  queen  and  the  royal  children 
remained  for  fome  time  at  Haga. 
On  the  fame  day  a  proclamation 
was  ilfued  by  the  Duke  of  Suder¬ 
mania,  announcing  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  take  upon  himfelf 
the  conduCl  of  government.  On 
the  following  day,  March  14,  let¬ 
ters  patent  were  difpatched  for  the 
convention  of  a  general  diet  on  the 
1  ft  of  May;  a  manifeflo  was  at 
the  fame  time  publilhed  by  the 
duke  regent,  laying  before  the 
people  the  motives  for  the  import¬ 
ant  change  which  had  juft  been 
effeCled.  Thefe  were  grounded 
chiefly  upon  the  ruinous  fyftem  of 
foreign  policy  purfued  by  Gufta- 
vus ;  his  acceffion  to  the  coalition 
againft  France;  his  refufal  to  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  at  Tilflt ;  and  the  confequent 
lofs  of  Stralfund  and  Pomerania, 
the  laft  remains  of  the  conquefts  of 
the  great  Guftavus.  War  with  Ruf- 
fia  and  Denmark  had  then  followed. 
Finland  was  loft  by  the  obftinate 
mifconduCt  of  the  government  ; 
the  public  neceffities  increafed  in 
proportion  as  the  refources  failed  ; 
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and  yet  it  was  univerfally  known 
that  the  king  had  repeated  his  un¬ 
alterable  refolution  never  to  con¬ 
clude  a  peace  with  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment  of  France,  a  refolution 
which  rendered  reconciliation  with 
Ruffia  or  Denmark  impoffible. — 
Seeing  the  approaching  ruin  of  the 
country,  the  weftern  army  refolved 
to  march  to  the  capital,  and  take 
meafures  for  its  falvation  ;  fimilar 
movements  took  place  among  the 
troops  in  the  north ;  the  king  was 
about  to  aflemble  a  force  in  the 
fouth  to  march  againft  them  ;  two 
diftinft  governments  would  thus 
have  been  formed,  and  a  civil  war 
would  have  filled  up  the  meafure 
of  the  national  calamities.  The 
mod  refpeftful  remonftrances  againft 
this  defperate  determination  of  his 
Majefty  were  rejected,  and  no 
other  means,  it  was  faid,  remained 
for  fecuring  even  the  fafety  of  his 
own  perfon,  than  forcibly  to  pre¬ 
vent  him  from  carrying  his  purpofe 
into  effeft. 

Orders  to  propofe  an  armiftice 
were  immediately  fent  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  Aland.  It  was  known 
that  the  ifiand  was  about  to  be 
attacked  by  a  very  fuperior  force, 
and  that  an  army  of  30,000  men 
was  advancing  on  another  quarter. 
After  fome  difficulties  a  convention 
was  agreed  upon.  Difpatches  at 
the  fame  time  were  fent  to  the 
French  and  Danifti  governments, 
and  an  armiftice  was  concluded 
with  Bernadotte,  the  French  com¬ 
mander  in  Germany.  Soon  after 
Alopeus,  the  late  Ruffian  ambafi’a- 
dor  at  Stockholm,  returned  in  his 
former  capacity,  and  General  Du- 
roc  arrived  to  negotiate  on  the 
part  of  France,  during  the  feffion 
of  the  diet.  The  Britilh  minifter 
received  rio  invitation  to  remain. 


and  accordingly  he  withdrew. — 
Our  conful,  however,  was  informed 
that  licenfes  would  be  granted  to 
Britilh  velfels  until  the  30th  of 
September,  and  that  if  war  (hould 
enfue  between  the  two  countries, 
every  refpeft  would  be  fhewn  to 
the  property  of  merchants. 

The  diet  met,  and  its  firft  aft 
was  to  pafs  a  refolution  of  thanks 
to  Addlefparre,  Adlercreutz,  and 
the  other  leaders  in  the  late  revo¬ 
lution.  An  aft  of  abdication  from 
the  depofed  Guftavus  was  read : 
it  was  evidently  of  his  own  com- 
pofition,  and  ftated  (( in  the  blefled 
name  of  the  moft  holy  triune  God, 
that  fince  on  that  day  feventeen 
years  ago,  we  were  proclaimed 
king,  and  with  a  bleeding  heart 
afcended  a  tenderly  beloved  and 
revered  father’s  throne,  it  has  been 
our  endeavour  to  advance  the  prof- 
perity  and  honour  of  that  ancient 
kingdom,  indifpenfable  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  a  free  and  independent 
nation.  As  we  can  now  no  longer 
exercife  the  royal  funftions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  purity  of  our  intentions, 
nor  preferve  peace  and  order  in  the 
kingdom,  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
ourfelf  and  our  fubjefts,  we  con- 
fider  it  a  holy  duty  to  refign  our 
kingly  calling,  which  we  now  do 
freely,  and  without  compulfion,  in 
order  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
live  the  remainder  of  our  days  to 
the  honour  of  God,  wilhing  to  all 
our  fubjefts  the  grace  and  bleffing 
of  the  Almighty,  and  better  times 
to  them  and  to  their  pofterity. — 
Yes !  fear  God,  and  honour  the 
king.*”  A  conclufum  was  unani- 
moully  agreed  to  by  the  ftates,  by 
which,  after  enumerating  the  al¬ 
leged  grievances  fuffered  under 
the  government  of  Guftavus,  they 
declared  that  he  had  forfeited  for 

himfelf 
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himfelf  and  his  iffue,  now  and  for 
ever,  the  crown  and  government  of 
Sweden,  and  that  the  compact  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  fubjedte  was 
irrevocably  diffolved. 

The  exclufion  of  the  children  of 
Guftavus  was  attempted  to  be  juf- 
tifted  by  the  neceffity  which  exifted 
for  the  government  of  a  king  of 
mature  age  ;  and  by  <s  the  appre- 
henfion  of  the  renewal  of  fimilar 
calamities  from  the  influence  of 
the  principles  and  fentiments  inhe¬ 
rited  or  iroprefied  upon  them.”— 
But  the  former' of  thefe  objedftions 
was  obvioufly  to  be  removed  by 
the  appointment  of  a  regency,  and 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  influence  of  Guftavus  on  his 
children,  was,  it  is  clear,  of  a  na¬ 
ture  fo  loofe  and  indefinite,  that  it 
is  impoffible  not  to  fuppofe  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  reafons  more  weighty 
than  fucli  as  are  here  expreflfed,  in 
refolving  a  meafure  fo  violent  as 
that  of  a  change  of  dynafty,  and 
one  involving  in  its  poftible  confe- 
quences  all  the  calamities  attending 
upon  a  difputed  fucceffion.  The 
proceeding  is  the  more  inexplica¬ 
ble,  inafmuch  as  the  Duke  of  Su- 
dermania  had  no  children  himfelf, 
and  could  not  therefore  be  actuated 
by  motives  of  felfifh  ambition,  in 
excluding  thofe  of  his  nephew. 

While  the  diet  was  thus  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  fettling  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  intelligence  arrived  that  the 
Ruffians  had  fuddenly  broken  the 
convention  by  taking  poflfeflion  of 
Tornea,  and  making  the  garrifon 
prifoners.  An  official  note  from 
Count  RomanzofF  foon  followed, 
in  which  it  was  affirmed  that  the 
objeft  of  Sweden  was  merely  to 
p.rotradl  matters,  and  that  the  em¬ 
peror,  feeling  no  confidence  in  the 
aCual  adminiftration,  felt  himfelf 


obliged  to  continue  hoftilities,  till 
the  formation  of  a  lawful  govern¬ 
ment  qualified  to  conclude  a  peace 
on  the  only  terms  his  Imperial 
Majefty  could  admit.  The  duke 
publifhed  a  proclamation,  declaring 
that  in  confequence  of  the  enemy’s 
refufal  to  acquiefce  in  the  offer  of 
terms  the  molt  equitable,  hoftilities 
were  renewed,  and  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  fummon  the  military 
ftrength  of  the  whole  kingdom,, 
Thefe  circumftances  rendered  it 
more  than  ever  expedient  that  the 
internal  government  and  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  country  fhould  be  finally 
arranged.  Accordingly  the  Duke 
of  Sudermania  was  elected  king  by 
the  ftates,  under  the  name  of 
Charles  XIII.  On  the  29th  of 
June  he  was  crowned,  and  received 
the  oath  of  fealty  and  allegiance 
from  the  nobility,  clergy,  burgh¬ 
ers,  and  peafantry,  upon  a  throne 
eredled  in  the  great  fquare  of 
Stockholm. 

A  new  conftitution  was  at  the 
fame  time  drawn  up,  and  efta- 
blifhed  as  the  law  of  the  land.  By 
this  the  monarchy  was  to  be  here¬ 
ditary  in  the  iffue  male,  the  king 
to  be  a  proteftant,  and  to  govern 
by  the  advice  of  ftate  council,  on 
the  members  of  which  was  to  reft 
all  refponftbility.  Nobufinefs  was 
to  be  tranfafted  but  through  them* 
Minutes  were  to  be  made  of  all 
their  proceedings,  and  every  one 
prefent  was  bound  to  give  his  ad¬ 
vice.  The  privilege  of  determin¬ 
ing,  however,  relied  with  the  king, 
who,  in  virtue  of  his  prerogative, 
might,  in  extreme  cafes,  decide  in 
contradiction  to  the  votes  and  opi¬ 
nions  of  his  whole  council.  The 
ftates  were  to  be  affembled  every 
fifth  year ;  the  bank  was  placed 
under  their  peculiar  controul,  and 
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ho  taxes  could  be  impofed  without 
the  confent  of  the  diet*  Liberty 
of  fpeech  was  a  fibred  the  members 
of  the  diet ;  and  a  committee  was 
to  be  formed  for  fuperintending 
the  freedom  of  the  prefs.  It  had 
been  expeHed  that  the  nobles 
would  have  made  fome  conceffions 
of  their  privileges  in  the  diet, 
particularly  that  of  the  exemption 
from  taxes  which  their  eftates  en¬ 
joyed  ;  but  in  fpite  of  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  commons,  they  re¬ 
jected  any  relaxation  of  what  they 
conceived  their  rights  on  this 
point. 

It  remained  now  to  fix  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  crown.  The  new 
king  was  childlefs,  and  under  his 
advanced  years  did  not  promife  a 
long  reign.  Prince  Chriftian  Au- 
guftus,  of  Slefwic-Holftein-Sonder- 
burgh- Auguftenburgh,  at  that  time 
governor  in  Norway,  was  chofen 
crown  prince.  When  informed  of 
bis  eledion,  he  fignified  that  his 
duty  to  his  native  country  forbad 
his  acceptance  of  the  rank  pro- 
pofed  to  him,  till  the  reftoration 
of  peace  in  the  north,  when  he 
would  gladiy  join  the  brave 
Swedes  who  furrounded  the  throne. 
The  depofed  Guflavus  was  kill 
detained,  under  an  eafy  confine¬ 
ment,  at  Gripfholm ;  but  he  re¬ 
peatedly  expreffed  a  defire  to  be 
allowed  to  leave  the  kingdom  with 
his  family,  and  join  a  religious 
fociety  at  Chriftiansfeld.  After 
fome  confideration  it  was  refolved 
that  he  fhould  be  removed  fjrom 
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Sweden,  but  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  delay  his  departure  till  the  re¬ 
ftoration  of  peace.  A  meifage  was 
fent  to  the  ftates  from  the  new 
king,  inforcing  the  neceffity  of 
making  a  proviiion  for  the  unhappy 
prince  and  his  family,  in  a  manner 
becoming  the  generofity  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  A  valuation  of  the  whole 
of  the  real  and  perfonal  property 
belonging  to  Guftavus  was  order¬ 
ed,  and  is  was  found  to  yield  a 
revenue  of  about  9,000/.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  ftates  had  reported, 
that  an  annual  allowance  of 
15,000 /.  was  required  for  the  ap¬ 
propriate  maintenance  of  the  king 
and  his  family  ;  and  the  remaining 
6,000/.  was  therefore  contributed 
by  the  ftates.  This  laft  fum  was 
divided  into  three  equal  portions  ; 
of  which  one  was  affigned  to  the 
king,  and  another  to  the  queen, 
during  their  lives,  and  the  third 
to  the  children,  fo  long  as  any  of 
them  furvived.  The  king,  now7 
ftyled  Count  Gottorp,  remanied  all 
the  fummer  at  Gripfholm.  He 
latterly  became  impatient  for  his 
liberation,  but  this  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  delay,  till  the  affent 
of  Buonaparte  for  his  refidence  in 
Switzerland  could  be  procured. 
This  at  length  arrived,  and  the 
king  and  queen,  and  their  family, 
left  Gripfholm  for  Carl- 
fcrona,  where  a  frigate  ec*  * 
had  ior  fome  time  been  waiting  to 
convey  them  to  Stralfund,  from 
whence  they  proceeded  direCt  to 
Switzerland*  i  Ihortly  after  his 

departure 


*  Before  he  left  Gripfholm,  the  vnhappy  prince  had  received  a  letter  of  condolence 
from  a  brother  in  fiinilar  misfortune,  the  head  of  the  baniihed  royal  family  of 
France: — “I  never,”  faid  Lewis  XVIII.  “  felt  the  weight  of  my  own  misfortunes 
prefs  (o  lorely  upon  me  as  upon  this  occaflon,  when,  in  the  abl'ence  of  all  power,  I 
find  myfelf  reduced  to  exprefs  my  feniiments  in  ardent,  but  ineffectual  wifhes.  Still 
1  have  not  loft  the  hope  that  Providence,  to  whom  your  Majefty  addrelfed  yourfelf 

irona 
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departure  the  new  crown  prince 
arrived,  and  was  welcomed  with 
every  demonftration  of  refpeft  and 
attachment  on  the  part  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

The  negotiations  with  Ruffia 
had  broken  off  upon  the  point  of 
the  admiflion  of  fait  and  colonial 
produce ;  articles  which  Sweden 
received  from  England,  and  which 
were  abfolutely  indifpenfable  for 
her  people.  The  war  therefore 
was  renewed,  and  was  profecuted 
with  various  fuccefs.  The  fupe- 
riority  of  the  Ruffian  forces,  how¬ 
ever,  affured  to  them  advantages 
which  would  have  been  productive 
of  more  important  confequences, 
had  the  want  of  proviftons  not  dif- 
abled  them  from  following  up  their 
fucceffes.  Alexander,  however, 
was  at  length  induced  to  give  up 
the  point  he  had  before  infilled 
upon,  the  exclufion  of  colonial 
produce  and  fait,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  little  difficulty  in  adjuft- 
ing  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty. 
The  governments  Kymmenegard, 
Nyland  and  Tawaftland,  Abo  and 
Riorneborg,  with  the  illands  of 
Aland,  Savolax,  Corelia,  Wafa 
and  Uleaborg,  together  with  that 
part  of  Weft  Bothnia  extending  to 
the  river  Tornea,  were  ceded  in 
full  property  and  fovereignty  to 
Ruffia,  to  remain  for  ever  incor¬ 
porated  with  that  empire  ;  and  the 
lea  of  Aland,  the  gulf  of  Bothnia, 
and  the  rivers  of  Tornea  and  Muo- 
nio,  were  hereafter  to  form  the 
frontier  between  Ruffia  and  the 


kingdom  of  Sweden.  Thefe  cef~ 
fions  are  faid  to  include  a  fourth 
of  the  whole  territory  and  a  fixth 
of  the  whole  population  of  Sweden. 
The  commercial  relations  between 
the  ceded  provinces  and  Sweden, 
which,  it  was  faid,  long  inter- 
courfe,  neighbourhood,  and  reci¬ 
procal  wants,  had  rendered  almoft 
indifpenfable,  were  to  continue  as 
before ;  and  the  king  of  Sweden 
was  further  to  be  allowed  annually 
to  import  from  Ruffian  portS5o,ooo 
tfchetwerts  of  corn,  free  of  duty. 
By  another  article,  the  ports  of 
Sweden  were  to  be  clofed  both  to 
the  lhips  of  war  and  merchantmen 
of  Great  Britain,  with  an  excep¬ 
tion  as  to  the  importation  of  fait 
and  colonial  produce.  Peace  was 
foon  after  concluded  with  -p. 
Denmark,  by  which  eCl  x0* 
both  parties  remained  as  they  were 
before  the  war.  The  arrangement 
of  the  differences  with  France  was 
not  finally  fettled  till  the  follow¬ 
ing  year. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  fum- 
mer,  our  (hips  in  the  Baltic,  it 
was  calculated,  had  made  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  90  Ruffian  veffels  and  340 
Danes.  A  very  gallant  affair  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland, 
where  the  boats  of  an  Englifh 
fquadron,  under  the  command  oF 
Lieutenant  Hawkey,  of  the  Im¬ 
placable,  attacked  a  Ruffian  con¬ 
voy,  confifting  of  twelve  fhips, 
laden  with  ammunition  and  provi- 
fions  for  the  Ruffian  army,  and 
protected  by  eight  gun-boats  and 


from  the  beginning,  will  difplay  itfelf  in  the  relief  of  you  and  your  family,  and  at 
that  moment  I  know  the  power  to  pardon  will  be  the  hrft  of  the  attributes  of  the 
crown  which  you  will  think  of  cxercifmg.  Awaiting  that  happy  day,  I  proteft,  as  a 
king,  againft  the  violence  offered  to  the  facred  perfon  of  Guftavus  IV.  not  only  on 
account  of  my  own  individual  feelings  of  friendlhip  towards  him,  but  alfo  becanfe  this 
outrage  is  a  frelh  application  of  principles  deltru&ive  of  all  authority,  and  fubverlive 
of  all  1‘ociui  order.” 


an 
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an  armed  (hip.  They  were  di (co¬ 
vered  under  Penfacola  Point,  and 
in  a  pofition  of  extraordinary 
ftrength,  but  our  attack  was  com¬ 
pletely  fuccefsful ;  fix  of  the  gun¬ 
boats  were  taken,  and  one  funk ; 
the  armed  (hip  was  burnt,  and  the 
whole  of  the  convoy  brought  out. 
Unfortunately,  a  grape  (hot  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  Lieutenant  Hawkey, 
while  in  the  aX  of  boarding  one  of 
the  gun-boats.  The  fuccefs  was  of 
importance,  as  the  interception  of 
this  fupply  affeXed  materially  the 
progrefs  of  the  invading  army. 

The  incorporation  of  Finland 
formed  an  important  acceffion  to 
the  Ruffian  empire,  and  Alexander 
indulged  the  hope  of  yet  further 
extending  his  dominions,  by  the 
addition  of  the  Turkifti  provinces 
north  of  the  Danube.  Thefe  con- 
quefts  were  unqueftionably  fanXi- 
oned,  and  probably  fuggefted,  by 
the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
TiKit.  Buonaparte  faw  with  fatis- 
faXion  his  ally  engaged  in  wars, 
which  at  once  wafted  his  refources, 
and  drew  upon  him  the  enmity  and 
hatred  of  his  neigbours ;  and  had 
little  difficulty  in  permitting  the 
temporary  occupation  of  provinces, 
which,  fo  far  from  corroborating 
the  military  ftrength  of  Ruffia, 
only  dift  raXed,  and  gave  her,  for 
the  prefent  at  leaft,  additional 
points  of  difquietude  and  alarm. 

The  armiftice,  which  had  fo 
long  fufpended  the  hoftile  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  armies  on  the  Danube, 
was  feduloufly  employed  by  Ruffia 
in  completing  and  concentrat¬ 
ing  her  military  means  in  that 
quarter,  againft  the  period  when 
(he  fhould  find  it  convenient  to 
renew  hoftilities  ;  a  circumftance 
foon  occurred,  which  afforded  the 
pretext  wanted.  As  foon  as  the 
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infurreXion  which  had  deftroyed 
BairaXer  had,  upon  the  completion 
of  its  objeX,  fubfided,  the  Otto¬ 
man  adminiftration,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  new  vizir,  Yufef 
Pacha,  had  leifure  to  turn  its  at¬ 
tention  to  the  ftate  of  its  foreign 
relations.  Mr.  Adair  had  been  fent 
by  the  Britifh  government,  with 
the  view  of  re-eftablifhing  our  ami- 
cable  connexions  with  the  Porte, 
and  the  objeX  of  his  miffion  was 
powerfully  fupported  by  the  Auf- 
trian  internuncio.  Von  Sturmer. 
Every  exertion  was  made  by  the 
French  miffion  at  Conftantinople,  to 
counteract  the  influence  of  thefe  en¬ 
voys  with  the  new  divan,  but  the 
vizir,  who  was  the  fame  that  had 
commanded  the  army  in  Egypt 
againft  the  French,  and  concluded 
the  convention  of  El  Arifh,  was 
not  to  be  duped  by  their  infidious 
reprefentations.  On  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  a  treaty  was  figned  with  the 
Britifti  minifter,  by  which  it  was 
ftipulated  that  mutual  reftitution 
(hould  be  made  by  both  parties, 
provided  there  were  any  thing  to 
be  reftored,  and  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries  were  re- 
eftablifhed  on  the  fame  footing  as 
before  the  war. 

Upon  receiving  the  intelligence 
of  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty, 
the  Ruffian  cabinet  affeXed  the  ut~ 
mod  indignation.  The  negocia- 
tions  which  were  carrying  on  at 
Yaflfy  were  fufpended,  and  the 
Ruffian  general  fent  an  exprefs  to 
Conftantinople,  declaring  that  hof¬ 
tilities  would  be  inftantly  re¬ 
fumed,  unlefs  the  Britifti  minifter 
were  difmifled  from  the  capital 
within  the  next  four  and  twenty 
hours.  The  divan  was  not  of  a 
difpofition  to  fubmit  to  mandates 
fo  humiliating.  War  was  again  re¬ 
curred 
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corred  to  ;  a  large  army  was  af- 
fembled,  for  the  rnoft  part  from 
the  Aftatic  provinces,  and  pro- 
ceeded  ro  the  Danube,  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  Sanjac  Sherif,  or 
holy  Itandard.  A  feries  of  fkir- 
mifhes  enfued,  in  which  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  commonly  claimed  the  vic¬ 
tory,  but  which  were  productive 
of  no  decifive  refult.  It  was  not 
till  the  clofe  of  July  that  they 
eroded  the  Danube  at  Galaz,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  the  towns  of 
Babad  and  Tultfcha.  The  war 
againft  the  Servians  was  equally 
various  in  its  fortune.  The  Ser¬ 
vian  leader,  Jacob  Nenadowitfch, 
obtained  feme  advantages  over  the 
Turks  on  the  Dwiria,  while  a 
Turkifh  force  fucceeded  in  getting 
poffeffion  of  all  the  territory  on  the 
Morava,  extending  from  Paffaro- 


witz  to  Takis  and  Nogadin. 

Towards  the  autumn,  however, 
both  parties  made  preparations  for 
a  more  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war.  Prince  Bagrathion  took  the 
command  on  the  Danube,  and,  in 
an  affair  with  a  body  of  20,000 
Turks,  under  the  Serafkier  Gorru 
Pafha,  achieved  a  bloody,  but 
complete  vidorv,  in  which  the 
Ottomans  are  laid  to  have  loft  a 
fourth  of  their  number  in  killed, 
together  with  fifteen  cannons  and 

o 

thirty  ftandards ;  the  furvivors  of 
their  army  efcaped  in  diforder  to 
Kucfgun  and  Siliftria.  Kutfgun 
furrendered  almoft  immediately  on 
the  approach  of  the  Ruffians,  who 
Shortly  after  obtained  poffeffion  of 
c  Kefterdfchi,  Magolia, 

'•■eft.  i  4.  and  Ifmael. 


The  next  objeCls  were  the  re* 
du&ion  of  Siliftria  and  Mangata. 
The  latter  place  was  chiefly  im¬ 
portant,  as  in  great  meafure  fup- 
plying  Conftantinople  with  fait. 
Both  fortreffes,  it  was  expe&ed, 
would  be  abandoned  upon  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  victorious  army, 
and  Mangata  did,  in  fact,  furrender 
without  reliftance,  to  a  detachment 
which  the  Ruffian  commander  had 
fent  to  fummon  it.  Bagrathion 
then  encamped  before  Siliftria,  but 
the  divan,  fenfible  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  place,  made  an  effort 
of  more  than  ordinary  vigour  to 
relieve  it.  Every  exertion  was 
made  to  collect  the  ftrongeft  pof- 
fibie  force,  and,  with  this  view, 
the  greater  part  of  the  troops  em¬ 
ployed  againft  the  Servians  were 
recalled,  and  marched  upon  Silif¬ 
tria.  On  the  2  2d  of  OCfober  they 
attacked  the  Ruffian  army,  and  a 
battle  enfued,  which  was  fuftained 
by  both  parties  with  the  molt  def- 
perate  obftinacy  till  night-fall, 
when  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  Al¬ 
banian  cavalry  to  the  aid  of  the 
Turks,  decided  the  day  in  their 
favour.  The  Ruffians  fell  back  to 
their  camp,  which  was  entrenched. 
A  fecond  battle  took  place,  in 
which  they  again  fuffered  a  de¬ 
feat,  and  with  a  lofs  which  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  repafs  the  Danube. 
This,  in  great  meafure,  clofed  the 
campaign  for  the  year ;  nothing 
further  of  importance  was  under¬ 
taken  by  either  army,  and  an  ar- 
miftice  was  foon  after  concluded 
with  the  Servians. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


Difcouraging  AfpeB  of  'Political  Affairs  in  Europe  at  the  Clofe  of  the  prefent 
Year .  Humiliation  of  Aujlria.  Reverfes  in  Spain .  Mifmanagement  of 
our  own  Refources .  State  of  the  Public  Opinion.  Singular  Interejl  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  O.  P.  Riots  at  Consent  Garden .  Celebration  of  the  Anniver- 

fary  of  the  King’s  Acceffion  by  a  general  tC  Jubilee.”  Diffenfons  in  the 
Cabinet .  Duel  between  Lord  Cajllereagh  and  Mr.  Canning.  Statement 
of  the  Origin  of  the  Quarrel.  They  both  ref  gn.  Refgnation  and  Death 

of  the  Duke  of  Portland.  Propofals  are  made  to  Lords  Grey  and  Gren - 
as  ill e  for  the  Formation  of  a  combined  Ad minifrationy  but  without  Effefl . 
Completion  of  the  New  Cabinet.  Letter  from  Buonaparte  to  the  Emperor 
Alexatider .  His  Animadnserfon  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Brit  iff  Cabinet , 

and  Profejffon  of  Moderation  towards  Aufiria.  He  returns  to  Paris.  Re¬ 
ceives  the  Deputation  from  the  Roman  Departments .  His  Reply  to  their 
Addreffes.  His  Speech  to  the  Legiflati-ve  Body ,  recapitulating  his  Suc- 
ceffeSy  and  declaring  the  general  Cuurfe  of  his  Policy.  Repudiates  his 
Wife.  His  Declaration ,  and  that  of  Jofephine ,  upon  the  Occajion.  An 
Act  of  Divorce  is  puffed  by  the  Senate.  Publication  of  the  Annual  Expofe 
of  the  State  of  France.  The  intended  Re-Union  of  Holland  is  announced. 

THE  political  horizon  of  Eu¬ 
rope  has  never  worn  an  afpeft 
of  deeper  gloom  than  toward  the 
clofe  of  this  eventful  year.  The 
fubjugation  of  the  continent  feem- 
ed  nearly  to  have  reached  its  con- 
fummation,  and  when  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  laft  effort  of  Auf- 
tria,  for  the  vindication  of  her  own 
independence,  and  that  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  was  crufhed  by  the  fatal  bartle 
of  Wagram,  a  fentiment  of  hope- 
lefs  depreflion  began  to  pervade  all 
nations ;  a  defpondency,  occafi- 
oned  lefs  by  the  atftual  refults  of 
the  war,  as  expreffed  in  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  than 
by  the  confideration  of  the  general 
charafter  of  the  campaign,  and  of 
the  manner  of  its  progrefs  and 
conclufion.  For  three  years  had 
Auftria  unremittingly  exerted  her- 
felf  in  preparation  for  this  laft  ex¬ 
periment  ;  the  fpirit  and  enthu- 
fiafm  of  her  people  feemed  fully 


awakened;  her  favourite  and  moft 
diftinguifhed  general  had  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  forces ;  fhe 
took  the  field  at  the  moment  of 
her  choice,  and  with  a  finer  army 
than  any  which  her  monarchy,  in 
its  moft  flourifhing  period,  had 
ever  been  able  to  call  forth.  But, 
as  in  1805,  fo  in  1809,  a  cam¬ 
paign  of  three  months  fufficed  for 
her  fubjugation.  There  feemed 
fomething  fatal  in  the  afcendancy 
of  Napoleon’s  genius  or  fortune; 
and  the  character  of  rapidity  and 
completenefs  which  diftinguilhed 
the  progrefs  of  his  conquefts,  ap¬ 
peared  more  even  than  the  over¬ 
whelming  refources  which  they  had 
acquired  to  him,  to  deprefs  and 
forbid  all  hope  of  effectual  refift- 
ance. 

Spain,  indeed,  yet  remained  un- 
fubdued  ;  and  it  was  clear  that, 
whatever  misrht  be  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms  in  that  quarter,  it  would 
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not  ceafe  to  be  a  fource  of  infinite 
annoyance  and  embarraffment  to 
him.  But  ftill,  it  was  not  the 
lefs  obvious,  from  the  events  of 
the  campaign  in  Germany,  that 
the  refuit  of  the  peninfula  war  had 
no  neceifary  connexion  with  the 
general  fortune  of  his  empire,  nor 
any  immediate  tendency  to  effect 
the  fubftantial  bafis  of  its  power. 
Even  as  a  diverfion,  its  operation 
had  fcarcely  been  perceived ;  al¬ 
though  the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards 
were  about  to  be  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  by  the  aid  of  a  powerful 
armament  from  England,  Buona¬ 
parte  had  not  the  lefs  found  means 
to  oppofe  to  them  forces  more  than 
fufficient  to  overpower  their  ut- 
moft  efforts,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  march  an  army  into  Germany, 
adequate  to  contend  with  the  en¬ 
tire  military  means  of  the  Auftrian 
empire  drawn  out  in  array  againft 
him.  Nor  did  the  war  in  Spain, 
confidered  in  its  own  refults,  af¬ 
ford  much  matter  for  confolatory 
refledion  or  hope.  The  fpirit  of 
the  people  indeed  was  ftill  entire, 
and  unfubdued ;  and  it  was  eafy 
to  fee  that  the  invader  could  never 
hold  a  province,  or  a  town,  of  the 
peninfula,  under  any  other  fecurity 
than  that  afforded  by  the  immedi¬ 
ate  operation  of  his  camps  and 
garrifons ;  but  the  particular  con¬ 
duit  and  progrefs  of  the  campaign 
were  any  thing  but  encouraging. 
Notwithftanding  all  the  opportu¬ 
nities  afforded  by  the  revolution¬ 
ary  fituation  of  that  country,  no 
one  man  had  as  yet  rifen  gifted 
with  the  civil  or  military  abi¬ 
lities,  fuch  as  qualified  him  to 
yield  with  effed  its  energies  and 
refources.  The  government  was 
as  weak  and  diftraded  as  ever  ;  in 
the  field  the  armies  were  almoft 


invariably  beaten,  nor  did  there 
appear  any  tendency  among  the 
troops  to  acquire,  in  the  courfe  of 
fuch  protraded  warfare,  thofe  ha¬ 
bits  of  order  difcipline,  and  mi¬ 
litary  courage,  which  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  fit  them  for  a  conflict 
with  the  veteran  battalions  of 
their  enemy. 

The  apparent  mifmanagement  of 
our  own  refources  in  the  courfe  of 
this  eventful  period,  formed  an¬ 
other  and  not  lefs  bitter  topic  of 
dejedion  and  difappointment.  An 
army  of  above  80,000  Britifn 
troops  had  been  employed  on  the 
continent,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  fate  of  Auftria,  and  of 
Europe,  was  depending  on  the  re¬ 
fuit  of  the  hoftilities  in  Germany, 
without,  it  (hould  feem,  affeding 
in  the  fiighteft  degree  the  fortune 
of  our  ally,  or  diverting  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  any  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  thofe  means  which  were  fo 
immediately  directed  to  his  def- 
trudion.  The  efforts  of  our  Sici¬ 
lian  army,  which  did  not  confift 
of  lefs  than  18,000  men,  were 
confined  to  a  few  unimportant  de- 
monftrations  on  the  coaft  of  Na¬ 
ples.  In  Spain,  the  advance  and 
vidory  of  our  troops  had  only 
ferved  to  prove  the  impradicabi- 
lity  of  combining  any  efficient  ope¬ 
rations  with  the  Spanifti  armies, 
under  their  prefen t  fyftem  of  or¬ 
ganization  ;  and  on  the  coaft  of 
Holland  pur  operations  had  beende- 
ftrudive  only  to  our  own  armament. 
By  the  revolution  in  Sweden,  our 
laft  ally  on  the  continent  had  loft 
his  throne  ;  and  the  ft  ate  of  our  re¬ 
lations  with  America  feemed  more 
than  ever  to  threaten  that  the  only 
remaining  neutral  power  of  the  ci¬ 
vilized  world  was  about  to  join 
the  numbers  of  our  enemies. 
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The  profpe&s  of  the  country, 
under  thefe  circumdanees,  were 
jfufficiently  gloomy,  and,  in  tad, 
a  confiderable  clafs  of  our  politi¬ 
cians  began  to  indulge  in  fpe eola¬ 
tions  of  the  mod  unqualified  de- 
fpondency.  According  to  them, 
the  fubjugation  of  Europe  was 
complete  ;  any  further  endeavour 
diredly  to  attack  the  power 
of  France,  during  the  life  of  the 
prefent  ruler,  would  merely  end, 
as  every  fimilar  attempt  had  done, 
in  the  extenfion  of  her  power,  and 
the  confirmation  of  her  fupremacy 
on  the  continent.  The  only  rea- 
fonable  objed  that  remained  to  us, 
was  the  fecuring  of  our  individual 
fafety  ;  and  the  foie  quedion  for 
difcuflion  was,  whether  this  objed 
was  more  probably  to  be  attained 
by  refuming  our  pacific  relations 
towards  France,  or  by  our  perfe- 
verance  in  a  war  merely  naval 
and  defenfive,  and  purfued  upon 
the  fydem  of  expence  lead  likely, 
in  the  long  run,  to  affed  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  our  refources. 

Thefe,  however,  were  by  no 
means  the  opinions  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  who  in  this  refped  might  be 
faid  to  follow  only  the  general  im- 
pulfeof  the  nation  ;  the  great  mafs 
of  which  was  decidedly  bent  upon 
profecuting  the  war  with  all  pof- 
jfible  adivity  and  perfeverance, 
and  dill  indulged  in  a  certain  un¬ 
defined  expedation  of  ultimately 
being  able  to  efFed  the  redudion 
of  the  power  of  France. 

The  momentous  events  which,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year, 
engroffed  the  hopes  and  fears  of  all 
Europe,  had  ceafed  early  in  the  au¬ 
tumn  to  afford  matter  for  {pecula¬ 
tion  or  anxiety.  The  Audrian  war 
was  decided,  the  expedition  to  Zea¬ 
land  had  failed  and  returned,  our 
Vol,  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  S 


army  in  Spain  feenved  finally  to 
have  taken  up  its  winter  quarters 
on  the  Edremaduran  frontier  of 
Port  ugal  ;  and,  notwithftanding 
the  difad rous  circumdances  which 
darkened  our  political  pr  fpecls, 
the  popular  attention  again  re¬ 
verted  to  topics  of  cafual  or  do¬ 
med  ic  intereft,  upon  which  it 
dwelt  with  its  accudomed  difpro- 
portionate  intenfity.  An  advance 
in  the  prices  of  admifiion,  which 
was  attempted  to  be  impofed  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  new  play- 
houfe  in  Coven t- garden,  met  with 
a  fingularly  perfevering  oppofition 
on  the  part  of  the  theatrical  pub¬ 
lic,  and  the  nightly  hodilities 
which  were  in  confequence  carried 
on  at  the  theatre,  formed  for  fome 
time  the  principal  fubjeft  of  con¬ 
vention  in  the  capital.  The  ce¬ 
lebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
fary  of  the  day  of  his  Majefty's 
acceflion,  afterwards  occupied,  and 
more  reafonably,  the  feelings  and 
the  intered  of  the  nation.  A  fpe- 
cies  of  Jubilee  was  on  this  occafion 
folemnized  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  gave  an  opportunity  for 
the  expreffion,  by  thankfgivings, 
feads,  and  illuminations,  of  that 
affection  and  reverence  which 
were  fo  judly  the  tribute  due  to 
the  virtues  and  the  years  of  our 
venerable  fovereign. 

It  had  long  been  rumoured  that 
confiderable  differences  exided  be¬ 
tween  certain  members  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  cabinet,  and  the  fadl  was  af- 
certained  in  a  fingular  manner, 
when,  on  the  2 id  of  September, 
the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
Mr,  Canning,  met  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh,  the  war  fecretary,  upon 
Putney  Heath,  to  fettle  their  dif- 
fenfions  by  a  duel.  The  ground 
was  raeafured  at  ten  paces,  anti 
RI  ES.  [Tj  they 
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they  both  fired  by  fignal,  but 
without  effedt.  As  Mr.  Canning, 
Who  it  feems  was  the  perfon  chal¬ 
lenged  upon  this  occafion,  offered 
nothing  in  the  way  of  explanation, 
a  fecond  fire  took  place,  and  the 
foreign  fecretary  received  his  an- 
tagonifTs  ball  in  the  right  thigh. 
Fortunately  the  wound  was  not 
dangerous,  neither  the  bone  nor 
any  of  the  arteries  being  in¬ 
jured. 

The  occafioo  of  this  meeting 
came  out  fhortly  afterwards.  It 
appears  that,  early  in  April,  Mr. 
Canning  had  addrefied  a  repre- 
fentation  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  on  the  Hate  of  the  adminif- 
tration,  exprefling  his  inten¬ 
tion,  unlefs  feme  change  were 
effedled,  to  refign  his  office.  The 
change  required,  he  afterwards 
explained,  referred  to  the  war 
department ;  and  it  was  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  his  wifh, 
that  Lord  Caftiereagh  fhouid  be 
replaced  in  that  office  by  the 
Marquis  Wellefley.  The  Duke 
of  Portland  requefted  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  to  fufpend  for  a  time  his 
refignation,  that  he  might  have 
time  to  confider  what  advice  he 
fhouid  lay  before  the  king ;  and 
foon  after  his  grace  opened  the 
fubjedf  to  another  member  of  the 
cabinet,  who  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  Mr.  Canning  to  forbear 
to  prefs  his  refignation  until  the 
clofe  of  the  feffion,  upon  the 
ground  of  the  difficulty  which 
would  ex  iff  in  making  any  new 
arrangement  during  the  fitting  of 
Parliament.  Mr.  Canning  did  not 
promife  to  accede  to  this,  but  he 
agreed  that  no  ftep  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  could  properly  be  taken  till 
after  the  decifion  of  the  queftion 
refpedfing  the  writerfhip.  On 
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the  28th  of  April,  three  days  af¬ 
ter  that  this  queftion  had  been 
fettled,  the  Duke  of  Portland 
communicated  the  fubjecl  to  Lord 
Camden,  who  agreed  that,  he 
thought,  a  change  in  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh’s  fituation  defirable,  pro¬ 
vided  that  it  could  be  effedled 
honourably  for  Lord  Caftiereagh  ; 
and  i£  that  it  could  be  reconciled 
to  Lord  Caftiereagh*  s  feelings.* * 
With  this  view,  four  feveral  plans 
were  propofed  and  abandoned ; 
as,  in  fadl,  it  was  a  matter  of 
no  fmall  difficulty,  to  arrange  the 
affair  in  any  manner,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  condition,  fhouid 
be  perfedlly  “  reconcileable  to 
Lord  Caft!ereagh*s  feelings.**  One 
of  thefe  arrangements  had  for  its 
ebjedl,  not  the  removal  of  his 
lordlhip,  but  a  new  diftribution 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  war  de¬ 
partment,  by  which  that  part  of 
it  which  was  connedled  with 
political  correfpondence  fhouid  be 
transferred  to  the  foreign-office, 
and  the  bufinefs  of  another  office, 
then  vacant,  transferred  to  the 
fecretary  of  war.  Tins,  it  was 
agreed,  on  the  21ft  of  June,  Ihould 
be  carried  into  effedl,  and  Lord 
Camden  was  diredled,  by  the 
king,  to  communicate  his  decifion 
to  Lord  Caftiereagh.  Lord  Cam¬ 
den,  however,  feems  to  have  felt 
the  awkwardnefs  cf  the  com  mi  f- 
fion ;  and  Mr.  Canning  finding, 
a  week  after,  that  nothing  had 
been  done,  again,  and  earneftly 
preffed  on  his  Majefty,  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  his  refignation. 

By  this  time,  it  feems,  that 
Lord  Camden  agreed  to  make  the 
difclofure  in  queftion  to  his  no¬ 
ble  friend,  as  foon  as  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  Zealand  had  failed, 
which  would  be  in  lefs  than  a 
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fortnight.  Before  this  had  elapf- 
ed,  however,  a  new  project  was 
darted.  Lord  Camden  was  to  be 
induced  to  refign  his  office  of 
prefident  of  the  council,  and  Lord 
Caftlereagh  to  accept  it,  in  lieu 
of  his  prefent  fituation,  in  which 
he  was  to  be  fueceeded  by  the 
Marquis  Wellefley.  To 
this  Lord  Camden  agreed  j 

1  but  upon  the  condition, 
that  no  change  (hould  take  place 
till  after  the  termination  of  the 
expedition  to  the  Scheldt,  and 
that  it  (hould  be  left  to  him  to 
choofe  the  time  of  making  any 
communication  to  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh. 

Mr.  Canning  reprefents  himfelf, 
as  remonftrating  warmly  againft 
thefe  repeated  delays,  and  reiterat¬ 
ing  the  offer  of  his  own  refignation, 
from  which,  however,  he  was 
diffuaded  by  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  who  defcribed  the  ftep  as 
probably  leading  to  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  adminiftration.  Other 
members  of  the  cabinet  were 
equally  urgent  with  him  to  con- 
fen  t  to  acquiefce  in  the  propofed 
poftponement.  <c  It  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  that  if  inftead  of 
preffing  for  the  execution  of  the 
arrangement  now,  time  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
friends  to  prepare  him  for  the 
change,  and  to  reconcile  him  to 
ir,  the  arrangement  might  ulti¬ 
mately  take  place  in  an  amicable 
manner,  and  that  every  public 
objeft  might  thus  be  anfwered, 
without  any  unneceffary  harfhnefs 
to  the  feelings  of  individuals. 
And  that  fo  far  from  finding  frefh 
impediments  raifed,  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  arrangement  when 


the  time  arrived,  he  (hould  find 
all  thofe  to  whofe  reprefentations 
he  yielded,  confidering  themfelves 
pledged,  equally  with  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  to  fee  it  carried  into 
effeft  *.*'  Mr.  Canning  dates, 
that  by  thefe  reprefentations  and 
affurances,  he  was  reluttantly,  and, 
as  he  confelfes,  againft  his  better 
judgment,  induced  to  confent  to 
remain  in  office  till  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  expedition. 

The  event  of  the  expedition 
was  known  on  the  2nd  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  Mr.  Canning  imme¬ 
diately  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  reminding  him,  that  the 
time  was  come,  for  offering  the 
fcals  of  the  war-department  to 
Lord  Wellefley.  Four  days  after, 
however,  the  Duke  informed  him, 
that  no  meafures  had  been  taken 
for  preparing  Lord  Caftlereagh  for 
the  change;  and  added,  that  he, 
(the  Duke  of  Portland)  had  him¬ 
felf  determined  to  retire  from  of¬ 
fice.  Mr.  Canning  immediately 
difclaimed  any  wi(h,  that  the  ar¬ 
rangement  (hould  be  carried  into 
effeft  under  circumftances  fo  un¬ 
looked  for,  and  defired  the  Duke 
of  Portland  to  lay  his  refignation 
that  day  before  the  king.  The 
next  day  he  declined  attending 
the  cabinet,  confidering,  as  he 
dated,  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  his  refignation  to  be  in 
his  Majefty’s  hands.  After  this 
cabinet,  Lord  Camden,  for  the 
firft  time,  broke  the  whole  affair 
to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  who  imme¬ 
diately  fent  in  his  refignation,  and 
ten  days  after  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Canning,  which  produced  the 
meeting  we  have  defcribed.  The 
motive  of  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  re- 


*  Vide  Mr.  Canning’s  Letter  to  Lord  Camden. 
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fentment  was  not,  of  courfe,  Mr. 
Canning’s  demanding,  upon  pub¬ 
lic  grounds,  his  removal  from  his 
office.  His  complaint  was  (as  he 
expreflls  himfelf,  in  his  letter 
upon  the  oecafion  to  Mr.  Canning) 
“  that  a  promife  for  fuch  removal 
having  been  obtained,  whereby 
you  had  pronounced  it  unfit  that  I 
fhould  remain  charged  with  the 
conduft  of  the  war,  and  by  which 
my  fituation,  as  a  minifter  of  the 
Crown,  was  made  dependent  upon 
your  will  and  pleafure,  you  con¬ 
tinued  to  fit  in  the  fame  cabinet 
with  me,  and  to  leave  me,  not 
only  in  the  perfuafion  that  1  pol- 
feffed  your  confidence  and  fupport 
as  a  colleague,  but  you  allowed 
me,  in  breach  of  every  principle 
of  good  faith,  both  public  and 
private,  though  thus  virtually  fu- 
perfeded,  to  originate  and  proceed 
in  the  execution  of  a  new  enter-? 
prize,  of  a  moft  important  nature, 
with  your  apparent  concurrence  and 
oftenfible  approbation.  Yon  were 
fully  aware,  that  if  my  fituation  in 
the  government  were  difclofed  to 
hie,  1  could  not  have  fubmitted  to 
remain  one  moment  in  office,  with¬ 
out  the  entire  abandonment  of  my 
private  honour  and  my  public 
duty.  You  know  I  was  de¬ 
ceived,  and  you  continued  to  de¬ 
ceive  me.” 

Mr.  Canning’s  defence  was, 
that  all  along  he  had  earneftly  in¬ 
filled  upon  the  neceffity  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  difclofure  to  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh,  and  that  it  was  only  by 
the  reprefentations  of  thofe,  whom 
he  confidered  as  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh's  friends,  that  he  was  in¬ 
duced  to  affent  to  its  delay.  But 
Lord  Cafilereagh,  admitting  this, 
aiferted,  that  no  man  had  a  right 
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to  make  u(e  ol  fuch  a  plea,  in 


juftification  of  an  a£l  affe&ing  his 
honour,  and  the  unfairnefs  of 
which  Mr.  Canning  had  himfelf 
acknowledged.  A  character  of 
intrigue,  or  infidioufnefs,  has  been 
fomerimes  reproached  to  Mr. 
Canning’s  conduct  in  the  progrefs 
of  this  affair,  but  as  it  appears  to 
us  with  perfect  injuftice.  That 
Mr.  Canning  had  a  right  to  wifh, 
and  to  demand  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
removal,  is  allowed,  and  what¬ 
ever  there  might  be  reprehenfible 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  fuf- 
fered  this  to  be  effected,  was 
clearly  occafioned  by  a  feeling, 
however  mifunderftood,  of  deli¬ 
cacy  toward  his  colleague,  and  a 
deference  to  thofe  whom  he  con¬ 
fidered  as  the  noble  lord’s  peculiar 
friends. 

By  thefe  refignations,  and  by 
that  of  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
who  died  almoft  immediately  af¬ 
terwards,  the  cabinet  Teemed  to 
be  in  a  manner  diffolved ;  and 
Mr.  Perceval  wrote  officially  to 
Earl  Grey  and  Lord  Grenville, 
who  were  then  in  the  country, 
ftating,  that  he  was  authorized  by 
the  king,  to  communicate  with 
their  lordfhips,  for  the  purpofe  of 
forming  an  extenfive  and  com¬ 
bined  adminiflration,  and  requeu¬ 
ing  that  they  would  come  to 
town,  for  the  purpofe  of  forward¬ 
ing*  as  foon  as  poffible,  fo  im¬ 
portant  an  object.  Earl  Grey  re¬ 
plied,  that  had  his  Majerty  been 
pleafed  to  fignify,  that  he  had 
any  commands  for  him  perfonally, 
he  fhould  not  have  loft  a  moment, 
in  fhewing  his  duty  and  obe¬ 
dience,  by  a  prompt  attendance 
on  his  royal  pleafure.  But  that 
when  it  was  propofed  to  him  to 
communicate  with  his  Majefty’s 
prefent  minifters,  for  the  purpofe 
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of  forming  a  combined  adminis¬ 
tration  with  them,  he  felt  he 
fhould  be  wanting  in  duty  to  his 
Ma jelly,  and  in  fairnefs  to  them, 
if  he  did  not  frankly,  and  at  once 
declare,  that  fuch  a  union  was, 
with  refpeft  to  himfelf,  irnpoffi- 
ble.  This  being  the  anfwer  which 
he  found  himfelf  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  giving,  his  appearance  in 
London  could  be  of  no  advantage, 
and  might  poffibly  be  attended 
with  ferious  inconvenience  to  the 
country,  if,  in  confequence  of  a 
lefs  decilive  reply,  any  further  de¬ 
lay  fhould  take  place  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  fettled  government.*' 
Lord  Grenville,  who  was  in 
Cornwall,  came  immediately  to 
town,  and  then  Hated,  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Perceval,  the  neceffity 
which,  equally  with  Earl  Grey, 
he  felt  himfelf  under,  of  declining 
the  propofed  communication  ;  be¬ 
ing  Satisfied  that  it  could  not  be 
produftive  of  any  public  advan¬ 
tage.  He  added,  €(  I  trull  I 
need  not  fay,  that  this  opinion  is 
founded,  neither  in  any  Sentiment 
of  perfonal  hoftility,  nor  in  a  de¬ 
fire  of  unneceffarily  prolonging 
political  differences.  To  com- 
pofe,  not  to  enflame,  the  divifions 
of  the  empire,  has  always  been 
my  anxious  wifh,  and  is  now, 
more  than  ever,  the  duty  of  every 
loyal  fubjeft ;  but  my  acceffion 
to  the  exifting  adminiftration, 
could  not,  I  am  confident,  in  any 
refpedl,  contribute  to  this  objedl, 
nor  could,  I  think,  be  confidered 
in  any  other  light,  than  that  of 
a  dereliftion  of  public  principle. 
This  anfwer  which  I  mull  have 
given  to  any  fuch  propofal,  if 
made  while  the  government  was 
yet  entire,  cannot  be  varied  by 
the  retreat  of fome  ©fits  members. 


[29s 

My  objeffions  are  not  perfonal, 
they  apply  to  the  principle  of  the 
government  itfelf,  and  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  attended  its  ap¬ 
pointment. 

It  is  difficult,  indeed,  to  under- 
ftand  what  ufeful  refult  could  have 
been  expedled  from  thefe  over-, 
tures,  which,  by  implying  a  con„ 
feffion  of  diflrcfs  and  weaknefs 
in  the  exifting  adminiftration, 
would  naturally  tend  to  encou¬ 
rage  in  their  opponents  the  hope 
of  fuperfeding  it  altogether,  ra¬ 
ther  than  any  difpofition  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  fall  by  a  coalition. 
After  a  fhort  paufe,  the  new  ca¬ 
binet  was  announced  as  follows. 
Mr.  Perceval  Succeeded  the  Duke 
of  Portland  as  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury,  retaining  his  former  of¬ 
fice  of  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer.  Mr.  Canning  was  replaced 
by  the  Marquis  Wellefley.  Lord 
Liverpool  took  the  war-depart¬ 
ment,  and  was  Succeeded  in  the 
home-department  by  Mr.  Ryder. 
Lord  Palmerftone  became  Secre¬ 
tary  at  war,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
James  Pulteney.  Earl  Bathurft 
took  the  Seals  of  the  foreign-office, 
till  the  return  of  Lord  Well  eft  ey, 
who  was  to  be  Succeeded  in  the 
Spanifh  embalfy,  by  his  brother, 
Mr.  Henry  Wellefley.  ft  had 
been  doubted  whether  the  Mar¬ 
quis  would  have  accepted  a  place, 
in  any  arrangement  which  did 
not  include  Mr.  Canning  ;  it  does 
not  appear,  however,  that  he 
made  any  difficulty  upon  this 
point,  and  his  acceffion  to  the 
cabinet  was  commonly  confidered, 
as  an  addition  of  ftrength,  fully 
equivalent  to  the  Ioffes  fuftained 
by  the  late  resignations. 

The  diffenfions  of  the  Englifn 
cabinet,  afforded  a  Subject  of  ani- 
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madverfion  to  Buonaparte,  in  a 
letter  which,  about  this  time,  he 
took  occafion  to  write  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander,  to  congratulate 
him  upon  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  with  Sweden.  S(  I  fend 
your  majefty,”  faid  he,  t(  the 
Englifh  journals  laft  received. 
You  will  there  fee,  that  the  En- 
glifh  minifters  are  fighting  with 
each  other ;  that  there  is  a  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  miniftry,  and  that 
all  is  perfect  anarchy.  The  folly 
and  abfurdity  of  that  cabinet  are 
beyond  defcription.  They  have 
recently  occasioned  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  from  25  to  30,000  men, 
in  the  moft  horrible  country  in  the 
world  ;  it  would  have  been  juft 
as  well  to  have  thrown  them  into 
the  fea,  fo  peftilential  are  the 
marfhes  of  Walcheren.  General 
Wellefley  has  had  the  extreme  im¬ 
prudence  to  commit  himfelf  into 
the  heart  of  Spain,  with  30,000 
men,  having  on  his  flanks  three 
armies,  confifting  of  ninety  bat¬ 
talions,  and  from  forty  to  fifty 
fquadrons  5  and,  on  his  front,  the 
army  commanded  by  the  king, 
which  was  of  equal  force.  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  fuch  an  ad 
of  prefumption.,,  Another  part 
of  this  letter  is  remarkable.  Al¬ 
luding  to  the  negotiation  with 
Auftria,  which  had  lately  been 
transferred  to  Vienna,  he  obferves, 
“  You  will  fee  by  the  treaty, 
that  conformably  with  your 
wilhes,  the  greater  part  of  Galli- 
cia  will  not  change  matters  ;  and 
that  I  hare  managed  your  inte- 
refts  as  you  would  have  done 
yourfelf,  conciliating  every  thing 
with  what  honour  required  of 
me.  The  profperity  and  welfare 
of  the  Duchy  of  Warfaw  require 
that  it  fhould  poffefs  the  favour¬ 


able  regards  of  your  majefty  5 
and  your  majefty’s  fubjeds  may 
reft  affured,  that  in  no  cafe,  nor 
under  any  circuinftances,  have 
they  to  exped  any  protedion 
from  me,  I  have  given  Auf¬ 
tria,  ''  he  continues,  <f  the  moft 
advantageous  peace  fhe  could  ex¬ 
ped.  She  lofes  only  Saltzburg, 
and  a  mere  trifle  on  the  fide  of 
the  Inn.  She  cedes  nothing  in 
Bohemia.  On  the  fide  of  Italy 
fhe  cedes  only  what  is  indifpen- 
fable  for  my  communications  with 
Dalmatia.  The  Auftrian  monar¬ 
chy,  therefore,  remains  entire. 
This  is  the  fecond  experiment 
which  I  have  been  willing  to 
make.  I  have  ufed  towards  her 
a  moderation,  which  fhe  had  no 
right  to  exped.  In  this,  I  hope 
I  have  done  what  is  gratifying 
to  your  majefty  .•* 

This  was  written  from  the 
Schoenbrunn-palace,  before  the  de¬ 
finitive  arrangement  of  the  treaty 
of  Vienna.  On  his  return  to 
Paris,  he  received  the  deputies 
from  the  newly  united  Roman 
departments.  In  his  reply  to 
their  addrefles,  he  faid,  *(  The 
French  emperors,  my  predeceflbrs, 
had  feparated  you  from  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  empire,  and  affigned 
your  country  as  a  fief  to  your 
bifhops ;  but  the  welfare  of  my 
people  no  longer  admits  of  any 
divifion  whatever.  France  and 
Italy  muft  be  completely  united 
under  the  fame  fyftem.  Befides, 
you  were  in  need  of  a  powerful 
hand.  It  is  not  my  intention 
that  there  fhall  be  any,  the  leaft 
change,  made  in  the  religion  of 
our  fathers.  I,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  church,  will  not  depart  from 
her  bofom.  Jefus  Chrift  did  not 
deem  it  neceflary  lo  in  veil  St. 
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Peter  with  a  Tecular  fupremacy. 
Your  fee,  the  firft  in  Chriftendcsm, 
fhall  remain  fuch.  Your  bifhop 
is  the  fpi  ritual  head  of  the  Church* 
in  like  manner  as  I  am  its  Caefar. 
I  give  to  God  that  which  is 
God’s,  and  to  Caefar  that  which 
is  Cmfar’s.” 

On  the  3rd  of  December  he 
went  in  ftate  to  the  cathedral  of 
Notre  Dame,  where  he  heard 
roafs,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  the  palace  of  the  legi  flat  ire 
body.  The  fame  tone  was  main¬ 
tained  in  his  addrefs  to  this  affem- 
bly,  as  in  his  reply  to  the  Italian 
deputies  46  Since  your  laft  fef- 
fion/>  laid  he,  64  I  have  reduced 
Arragon  and  Caftile  to  fufcmif- 
fiern,  and  driven  from  Madrid  the 
fallacious  government  formed  by 
England.  I  was  marching  upon 
Lifbon  and  Cadiz,  when  I  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  treading 
back  my  Heps,  and  of  planting  my 
eagles  on  the  ramparts  of  Vienna. 
Three  months  have  feen  the  rife 
and  termination  of  this  fourth 
Punic  war.  Accuftomed  to  the 
devotednefs  and  courage  of  my 
armies,  I  muft,  neverthelef ,  un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances,  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  particular  pi  oofs  of 
affe&ion  which  my  foidiers  of 
Germany  have  given  me.  The 
genius  of  France  conduced  the 
Englifh  army  :  it  has  terminated 
its  projects  in  the  peftilential 
marlhes  of  Walcheren.  In  that 
important  period  1  remained  400 
leagues  diftant,  certain  of  the  new 
glory  which  my  people  would  ac¬ 
quire,  and  of  the  grand  chara&er 
they  would  difplay.  My  hopes 
have  not  been  deceived.  French¬ 
men  1  every  one  that  fhall  oppofe 
you  fhall  be  conquered  and  re¬ 
duced  to  fubmiffion.  Your  gran- 
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dear  fhall  be  increafed  by  the 
hatred  ©f  your  enemies.  You 
have  before  you  long  years  of 
glory  and  profperity.  You  have 
the  force  and  energy  of  the  Her¬ 
cules  of  the  ancients. 

**  I  have  united  Tofeany  i©  the 
empire.  The  Tufcans  were  wor¬ 
thy  of  it  by  the  mildnefs  of  their 
chara&er,  by  the  attachment  their 
aoceftors  have  always  fhewn  as, 
and  by  the  Cervices  they  have  ren¬ 
dered  to  European  civilization. 
Hitory  pointed  out  to  me  the 
conduct  1  ought  to  purfue  towards 
Rome.  The  popes  become  fove- 
reigns  of  part  of  Italy,  have  eoru 
ftamly  fhewn  themfeSves  enemies 
of  every  preponderating  power  in 
the  Peninfula  1  they  have  em¬ 
ployed  their  fpiritual  power  to 
injure  it.  It  was  then  dernoo- 
fl rated  to  me,  that  the  fpiritual 
influence  exercifed  in  Hates,  by  a 
foreign  fovereign,  was  contrary  to 
the  independence  of  France,  and 
to  the  dignity  and  fafety  of  my 
throne.  However,  as  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  neceflity  of  the  fipiri- 
tual  influence  of  the  defendants 
of  the  Hr  ft  of  the  paftors,  1  could 
not  conciliate  thefe  grand  interefts 
but  by  annulling  the  donative  of 
the  French  emperors,  my  prede- 
ceffors,  and  by  uniting  the  Roman 
Hates  to  France. 

4 6  By  the  treaty  of  Vienna,3* 
he  continued,  ss  all  the  kings  and 
fovereigns,  my  allies,  who  have 
given  me  fo  many  proofs  of  the 
conftancy  of  their  fiiendfhip,  have 
acquired,  and  fhall  acquire,  a  irefh 
increafe  of  territory.  The  Illy¬ 
rian  provinces  ftretch  the  frontiers 
of  my  great  empire  to  the  Saave. 
Contiguous  to  the  empire  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  I  fhall  find  myfelf  in 
a  fixation  to  watch  over  the  firft 
\T  4]  intereHs 
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interefts  of  my  commerce  in  the 
Mediterranean,  the  Adriatic,  and 
the  Levant.  I  will  prof  eft  the 
Porte,  if  the  Porte  withdraw  her- 
felf  from  the  fatal  influence  of 
England.  I  fh all  know  how  to 
punifh  her,  if  floe  fuffer  herfelf  to 
be  governed  by  cunning  and  per¬ 
fidious  counfels. 

<f  I  have  wifhed  to  give  the 
Swifs  nation  a  new  proof  of  my 
efteem,  by  annexing  to  my  titles 
that  of  tfleir  mediator,  and  thus 
putting  an  end  to  all  the  un- 
eafmefs  endeavoured  to  be  fpread 
among  that  brave  people,  Hol¬ 
land  placed  between  England  and 
France,  is  equally  bruifed  by 
them.  Yet  fhe  is  the  debouch 6 
of  the  principal  arteries  of  my 
empire.  Changes  will  become  ne- 
ceifary  ;  the  fafety  of  my  fron¬ 
tiers,  and  the  welbunderftood  in- 
terefts  of  the  two  countries,  im- 
perioufiy  require  them.  - 

<(  Sweden  has  loft  by  her  alli¬ 
ance  with  England,  after  a  dif- 
aftrous  war,  the  fin  eft  and  moft 
important  of  her  provinces.'  Hap¬ 
py  would  it  have  been  for  that 
nation,  if  the  wife  prince  that 
governs  her  now,  had  afcended  the 
throne  forne  years  fooner.  This 
example  proves  a-new  to  kings, 
that  the  alliance  of  England  is  the 
fureft  prefage  of  ruin.  My  ally 
and  friend,  the  Emperor  of  Ruf- 
fia,  has  united  to  his  vaft  empire, 
Finland,  Moldavia,  Wallachia,  and 

a  diftrift  of  Gallicia.  I  am  not 
/  ^ 

jealous  of  any  thing  that  can  pro¬ 
duce  good  to  that  empire.  My 
fentiments  for  its  illuftrious  fove- 
jeign,  are  in  unifon  with  my 
■policy.  When  1  fit  all  fhew  my. 
felf  beyond  the  Pyrenees,  the  af¬ 
frighted  leopard  will  fly  to  the 
ocean,  to  avoid  fhame,  defeat,  and 


death.  The  triumph  of  my  arms 
will  be  the  triumph  of  the  genius 
of  good  over  that  of  evil — of 
moderation,  order,  and  morality, 
over  civil  war,  anarchy,  and  the 
bad  pafiions,  My  friendftiip  and 
proteftion  will,  I  hope,  reftore 
tranquillity  and  happinefs  to  the 
people  of  Spain/* 

We  have  given  this  fpeech  in 

full  ;  it  is,  in  faft,  a  memorable 

record  of  human  arrogance  and 

pride  ;  a  ftriking  monument  of 

the  exiftence  of  a  power,  beyond 

comparifon,  the  greateft  that  ever 

tvrannifed  over  civilized  man. 
*  . 

There  feemed  to  be  nothing  want¬ 
ing  to  the  confummation  of  the 
fortunes  of  this  extraordinary  be¬ 
ing,  than  the  birth  of  a  fon  who 
might  inherit  the  fruits  of  his 
conquefts,  and  give  permanence 
and  eftablifhment  to  the  vaft  fa¬ 
bric  of  empire,  which  his  arms 
and  his  violence  had  created. 
From  his  prefent  wife,  however, 
he  could  have  no  expeftation  of 
an  heir  ;  but  it  had  long  been  ru¬ 
moured  to  be  his  purpofe  to  repu¬ 
diate  Jofephine,  and,  by  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  one  of  the  legitimate 
thrones  of  Europe,  at  once  to 
fanftify,  in  fome  rneafure,  and  to 
perpetuate  his  dynafty. 

The  adoption  of  this  rneafure 
was  now  the  fubjeft  of  general 
expeftation.  He  had,  about  this 
time,  fummoned  to  his  capital  all 
the  fo-flyled  fcvereigns  and  princes 
of  his  biood,  with  the  exception 
of  his  brother  Jofeph,  together 
with  the  greater  number  of  the 
confederated  princes  of  the  Rhe- 
nifh  league  ;  and  it  became  appa¬ 
rent  that  fome  new  change  was 
about  to  take  place.  Accord¬ 
ingly  on  the  15th  of  December, 
the  Prince  Arch-chancellor  Cam- 

baceres, 
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baceres,  received  a  private  letter 
from  his  matter,  defiring  his  at¬ 
tendance,  accompanied  by  the  ci¬ 
vil  fecretary  of  ftate,  Count  Reg- 
nault  de  St.  Jean  d’Angely,  in  the 
grand  cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries, 
to  receive  a  communication  of 
great  moment.  On  proceeding  to 
the  palace,  they  were  introduced 
into  the  cabinet,  where  they  found 
“  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  with  her  Majefty  the  Em- 
prefs,  attended  by  their  Majefties 
the  Kings  of  Holland,  Weftphalia, 
and  Naples  ;  his  Imperial  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  Viceroy  ;  the 
Queens  of  Holland,  Weftphalia, 
Naples,  and  Spain  ;  Madame,  and 
her  Imperial  Highnefs  the  Prin- 
cefs  Paulina  and  Buonaparte 
proceeded  to  addrefs  Cambaceres 
in  the  following  terms  : — “  My 
coufin,  I  difpatched  to  you  a  pri¬ 
vate  letter,  dated  this  day,  to 
dired  you  to  repair  to  my  cabi¬ 
net,  for  the  purpofe  of  communi¬ 
cating  to  you  a  refolution,  which 
I  and  the  Emprefs,  my  deareft 
confort,  have  taken.  The  poli¬ 
tics  of  my  monarchy,  the  interefl 
and  the  wants  of  my  people, 
which  haye  conftantly  guided  all 
my  actions,  require,  that  after 
me,  I  fhould  leave  to  children, 
inheritors  of  my  love,  for  my 
people,  that  throne,  on  which 
Providence  has  placed  me  ;  not- 
withftanding,  for  feveral  years 
paft,  I  have  loft  the  hope  of 
having  children,  by  my  marriage 
with  my  well-beloved  confort  the 
Emprefs  Jofephine.  This  it  is 
which  induces  me  to  facrifice  the 
fweeteft  attentions  of  my  heart,  to 
attend  to  nothing  but  the  good 
of  the  ftate,  and  to  wifh  the  diffo- 
lution  of  my  marriage.  Arrived 

at  the  age  of  forty  years,  I  may 
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indulge  the  hope  of  living  long 
enough  to  educate,  in  my  views 
and  fendments,  the  children  which 
it  may  pleafe  Providence  to  give 
me  s  God  knows  how  much  fuch 
a  refolution  has  coft  my  heart  ; 
but  there  is  no  facrifice  beyond 
my  courage  which  I  will  not 
make,  when  it  is  proved  to  me 
to  be  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of 
France.  I  fhould  add,  that  far 
from  ever  having  had  reafon  to 
complain,  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
had  only  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
attachment  and  the  affedion  of 
my  well-beloved  confort.  She 
has  adorned  fifteen  years  of  my 
life  ;  the  remembrance  of  which 
will  ever  remain  engraven  on  my 
heart.  She  was  crowned  by  my 
hand.  I  wifh  (he  fhould  preferve 
the  rank  and  title  of  Emprefs  ; 
but,  above  all,  that  fhe  fhould 
never  doubt  my  fentiments,  and, 
that  fhe  fhould  ever  regard  me  as 
her  beft  and  deareft  friend.” 

Jofephine  then  declared  on  her 
part,  that  “  retaining  no  longer 
any  hope  of  having  children,  which 
might  fulfil  the  wants  of  her  huf- 
band’s  policy,  and  the  interefts  of 
France,  fhe  was  pleafed  to  give 
to  him  the  greateft  proof  of  at¬ 
tachment  and  devotion  which  had 
ever  been  given  on  earth.  She 
pofleffed  all  from  his  bounty,  it  was 
his  hand  that  crowned  her  ;  and  fhe 
thought  fhe  proved  herfelf  grate¬ 
ful,  in  confenting  to  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  a  marriage,  which  hereto¬ 
fore  had  been  an  obftacle  to  the 
welfare  of  France.  But  this 
would,  in  no  degree,  change  the 
fentiments  of  her  heart.  The  Em¬ 
peror  would  ever  have  in  her  his 
beft  friend.  She  knew  how  much 
this  ad,  demanded  by  policy,  and 
by  interefts  fo  great,  had  chilled 

his 
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his  heart ;  but  they  both  exulted 
in  the  facrifice  which  they  made 
for  the  good  of  the  country/* 

A  procefs  verbal,  of  thefe  de¬ 
clarations,  was  then  written  out, 
and  figned  by  both  parties,  and 
afterwards  by  (t  the  kings,  queens, 
princes,  and  princefles/*  there 
prefent.  A  fenatus  confultum, 
founded  upon  this,  was  drawn  up 
and  paired,  whereby  the  marriage 
contracted  between  the  emperor 
and  emprefs  was  declared  to  be 
dififolved ;  and  Jofephine  was  to 
retain  the  rank  and  title  of 
emprefs-queen,  crowned  with  a 
dowry  of  two  millions  of  francs 
annually.  In  prefenting  it  to  the 
confervative  fenate.  Count  Reg- 
nault  obferved,  that  tf  the  folemn 
ad  fully  fet  forth  in  the  fenatus 
confultum,  juft  read,  contains  all 
its  motives.  What  words  could 
we  addrefs  to  the  fenate  of  France, 
but  would  be  far  below  the  af- 
feCting  founds  received  from  the 
mouths  of  thefe  two  auguft  con- 
forts,  of  whom  your  deliberations 
will  confecrate  the  generous  re- 
folutions.  Their  hearts  have  co¬ 
incided  in  making  the  nobleft  fa- 
crifices  to  the  greateft  of  interefts. 
They  have  coincided  to  make 
policy  and  fentiment  fpeak  lan¬ 
guage,  the  moft  true,  the  moft 
perfuafive,  the  moft  adapted  to 
move  and  convince.  As  fove- 
reigns  and  as  conforts,  the  em¬ 


peror  and  emprefs  have  done  all, 
have  fa  id  all.  There  only  re¬ 
mains  for  us,  to  love,  to  blefs, 
and  to  admire  them/* 

It  was  not  yet  known  from 
which  of  the  imperial  or  royal 
houfes  of  Europe,  was  to  be  fe- 
leCted  the  future  confort  of  this 
“  man  of  deftiny/*  The  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  King  of  Saxony  was 
for  fome  time  talked  of  as  the 
emprefs  eled ;  and  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  {he  would  bring  the 
inheritance  of  her  father's  ftates, 
as  a  dowry.  In  cafe  an  imperial 
alliance  fhould  be  confidered  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary,  for  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  houfe  of  Ajaccio,  the 
ftate  of  political  relations  rendered 
it  more  probable  that  it  fhould  be 
fought  for  in  the  family  of  u  his 
good  brother  and  ally/*  the  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander,  than  in  the  yet 
haughty,  though  humbled,  houfe 
of  Auftria. 

The  publication,  of  the  annual 
expofltion  of  the  fituation  of  the 
empire,  was  among  the  laft  ads 
of  the  French  government  in  the 
prefent  year.  It  was  chiefly  re¬ 
markable,  by  the  more  explicit 
annunciation  of  a  meafure,  the  in¬ 
tended  adoption  of  which,  had 
been  alluded  to  in  the  fpeech  of 
Buonaparte  to  the  legislative  body, 
viz.  the  reunion  of  Holland  to,  the 
French  empire. 
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n  1STEW  Theatre.-— 'The  cere- 
1  *  mony  of  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  ftone  of  the  new  theatre  in 
Covent-Garden,  yefterday,  attract¬ 
ed  a  prodigious  number  of  fpeCta- 
tors  to  the  fpot.  No  labour  or 
expence  had  been  fpared  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  mafonic  order,  the  fub- 
fcribers,  and  the  friends  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  performers, See.  The  avenue 
foradmiffion  was  at  thePiazzadoor. 
Large  bodies  of  civil  and  military 
officers  were  properly  ftationed,  in 
order  to  prevent  confufion  and  dif- 
order.  A  brafs  box,  as  ufual  on 
fimilar  occafions,  filled  with  coins 
of  the  prefent  reign,  and  a  record 
of  the  event,  were  depofited  in  the 
ftone.  A  filver  trowel,  of  beau¬ 
tiful  workmanlhip,  was  prefented 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

At  half  paft  twelve  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  Earl  Moira,  and  other 
diftinguilhed  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety  of  Free-Mafons,  proceeded 
in  grand  proceffion  from  the  Free- 
Mafon’s  tavern  to  the  fite  of  the 
new  theatre. — They  were  here  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  grand  mafter, 
and  feme  of  his  royal  brothers — 


Every  preparation,  requifite  both 
for  grandeur  and  convenience,  had 
been  made.  The  area  was  fur- 
rounded  with  fcafFolding,  on  which 
temporary  feats  had  been  raifed  for 
fpeCfators.  The  terrace  upon 
which  the  prince  defeended  from 
his  carriage  was  an  ere&ion  of 
wood,  malted  and  covered  with 
green  baize.  An  awning  was  raifed 
over  his  head  :  and  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  led  the  way  at  the  head  of  the 
proceffion  to  the  north- eaft  corner 
of  the  file  of  the  new  building, 
where  the  ftone  was  fufpended  by  a 
ftrong  cord  ;  it  was  in  weight 
about  half  a  ton. 

The  upper  part  of  the  ftone  be¬ 
ing  raifed,  the  prince  depofited  in 
it  a  brafs  box,  containing  two  me¬ 
dals,  one  of  bronze,  on  which  was 
a  portrait  of  his  royal  highnefs, 
and  on  the  reverfe,  the  following 
infeription : 

( Georgius 

Princeps  •  Walliarum 
Theatri 

Regiis  •  Inftaurandi*  Aufpiciis 
In  *  Hortis  •  BenediCUnis 
Londini 
Fundamenta 
Sua  •  Manu  •  Locavit 
M.DCCC.  VIII,* 


The 
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The  other  medal  was  deeply  en¬ 
graved  in  copper  :  on  one  fide  is 
infcribed  : 

‘  Under  the  Aufpices  of 
His  in  oft  facred  Majefty 
George  3 II. 

King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

The  Foundation-ftone  of  the 
Theatre,  Covent-Garden, 

Was  laid  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
George  Prince  of  Wales/ 

M.DCCC.VIII., 

On  the  other  ftde  is  engraved  : 

*  Robert  Smirke,  Architeft/ 

There  were  depofited  alfo,  gold, 
filver,  and  copper  Britifh  coins  of 
the  lateft  coinage.  The  cement  be¬ 
ing  then  prepared,  he  adjufted  the 
fame  with  his  trowel,  and  the  ftone 
was  let  down  whilft  a  martial  air 
was  played. 

FAMILY  OF  BUONAPARTE, 

Napoleon  -  Emperor  of  France  and  king  of  Italy. 

Jofeph  Buonaparte  -  -  King  of  Spain. 

Louis  Buonaparte  -  -  King  of  Holland. 

Jerome  Buonaparte  -  -  King  of  Weftphalia. 


The  G.  M.  then  tried  the  works 
by  the  plumb,  the  level,  and  the 
Iquare,  which  were  feverally  pre- 
fented  to  him  by  the  J.W.  the  S.W. 
and  deputy  G.  M.  and  having  found 
it  corre<5t,  he  laid  the  ftone  by  giv¬ 
ing  three  knocks  with  his  mallet. 

The  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  were 
then  prefented  to  the  G.  M.  he 
fcattered  and  poured  them  on  the 
ftone,  and  immediately  afterwards 
delivered  to  the  architect  the  plan 
of  the  building,  defiring  him  to 
complete  the  ftruaure  according  to 
that  plan  ;  wifhing  fuccefs  and 
profpenty  to  the  work  and  the 
general  objea  of  it. 

#  A  feu  de  joiewas  then  fired,  and 
his  royal  highnefs  retired. 

The  brothers  returned  to  the 
hall  in  proceflion,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  clofed. 


Infant  daughter  of  ditto 
Joachim  Murat,  brother 
in-law  to  Napoleon 
Cardinal  Fefch,  uncle  to  7 
Napoleon  -  - ) 


Princefs  of  Bologna, 

King  of  Naples. 

Archbifhop  of  Lyons  and  primate  of  the 
confederation  of  the  Rhine. 


Vojfal  Kings  of  Buonaparte* s  Creation » 

King  of  Bavaria. 

King  of  Wurtemberg, 

King  of  Saxony. 

Some  g/  the  French  Nobility  created  by  Buonaparte. 


C.  M.  Talleyrand 
Marfhal  Bernadotte 

- -  Berthier 

- Marmont 

. - Junot  - 


Prince  of  Benevento,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo. 

Prince  of  Neufchatel  (Switzerland.) 

Duke  of  R^gufa  (Dalmatia.) 

Duke  of  Abrantes  (Portugal.) 


Marfhal 
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Marihal  Savary 

— -  Davoufl: 

- — -  Augereau 

-  Beflieres 

- -  Kellerman 

- * —  Arrighi 

- - -  Caulincourt 

.. -  Duroc  -  . 

- —  Vidor  -  . 

— — —  Soult 

. - Lefebre 

-  Moncey 

■ - —  Mortier 

- - Mafl’ena 

- — — —  Ney 

- —  Lafnes  -  . 

Monf.  Cambaceres  . 

- -  Lebrun 

- Lacue  -- 

■ — - -  Clark  - 


Duke  of  Rovigo  (Italy,  near  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Auerftadt. 

Duke  of  Caftiglione  (in  Ttaly,  near  Mantua.) 
Duke  of  Iftria  (Eail  of  the  Venetian  Gulf.) 

Duke  of  Valmy. 

Duke  of  Padua  (near  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Vicenza  (near  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Frioli  (north  of  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Belluno  (near  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Dalmatia  (Gulf  of  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Dantzick. 

Duke  of  Cornegliano  (in  Italy,  near  Parma.) 
Duke  of  Trevifo  (near  Venice.) 

Duke  of  Rivoli  (near  Turin.) 

Duke  of  Elchingen  (Germany,  circle  of  Swabia.) 
Duke  of  Montebello  (Italy)  killed. 

Duke  of  Parma  (Italy.) 

Duke  of  Piacenza  (Italy.) 

Count  Selfac. 


Count  Huenberg. 


Supplies  fent  to  Spain  and  Portugal. 

Sent  fince  the  ift  of  May  1808. 
Pieces  of  cannon  -  98,  and  91,600 
rounds  of  ammunition. 


Howitzers 

Carronades 

Mufquets 

Rifles 

Swords 

Pikes 


38,  and  7,200  do. 
90,  and  4,000  do. 

-  200,177 

»  ~  200 

61,391 
79,000 

Infantry  accoutrement,  fets  39,000 
Bail  cartridges  -  23,477,955 

Lead  balls  -  -  6,060,000 

Whole  barrels  of  powder  15,400 
Specie  -  -  1,931,903/. 

Bills  of  exchange  negotiated 
200,434/. 


Shoes  - 
Shoe  foies 
Calico — pieces  - 
&c.  &c.  &c . 
Canteens 
Haverfacks 
Hats  and  caps 
Pouches  and  belts 
Pieces  Iheeting  - 

On  their  paflage. 
Cloth — pieces  - 
Shirts 
Pouches  , 

Shoes  * 

Shoe  foies 
Boots  - 


96,000 

15,000 

22,212 

50,000 

54,000 

16,000 

240,000 

762 

238 

4.100 
47,000 
78,000 
35,000 

8.100 


Camp  equipage 
Tents 

Linen — 'yards 
Cloth — do. 
Calico — do. 

Serge — pieces 
Cloth — do. 

Great  coats 
Suits  of  clothing 
-Shirts  -  - 


10,000 
40,000 
1 1 8,000 
125,000 
82,000 
6,485 
4,016 
50,000 
92,000 
35, ooo 


To  be  (hipped  as  foon  as  received 
from  contradors. 


Boots 

Shoes  - 
Suits 
Pouches 
Cloth — yards 

4th.  On  this  day,  Wednefday, 
the  fifh  market  at  Billingfgate  pro- 


28, 400 

233>4°° 
100 
150, 150 
125,000 


duced  only  four  cod  filh ; 


they 

were 


I 
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were  bought  by  a  fifhmonger,  at 
the  moderate  price  of  fourteen  gui¬ 
neas.  The  price  of  falmon  has  fince 
been  {till  more  exorbitant :  it  has 
been  fold  for  a  guinea  a  pound. 

A  young  gentleman,  of  the  name 
of  Stewart,  who  had  lately  arrived 
in  town  from  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  was  robbed  in  the  Green- 
park,  of  his  watch  and  fome  filver, 
by  a  lady,  (fuppofed  to  be  a  man 
in  female  attire,)  in  the  following 
moft  lingular  manner  :  As  he  was 
walking,  about  nine  o’clock,  in 
St.  James’s-park,  on  his  way  to 
Pimlico,  where  he  lodges,  he  was 
familiarly  accofted  by  a  tall  lady, 
elegantly  dreffed,  and  prevailed 
upon  to  accompany  her  through  the 
Green-park,  to  her  refidence  in 
Half  Moon-ftreet,  Piccadilly,  to 
partake  of  a  comfortable  fupper; 
but  as  foon  as  they  had  arrived  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  refer  voir,  (he 
made  a  fudden  halt,  and  prefenting 
a  piftol  to  the  gentleman’s  breaft, 
fhe  fwore,  that  unlefs  he  placed  his 
watch  and  all  his  money  on  the 
feat,  he  was  a  dead  man.  With  the 
utmoft  dread  and  amazement  he 
complied  with  her  demand  ;  and 
after  fhe  had  laid  up  her  plunder, 
{he  opened  the  door  leading  into 
Piccadilly,  by  means  of  a  key,  and 
on  {hutting  the  fame  behind  her, 
warned  him  to  beware  in  future  of 
bad  company,  and  wifhed  him  good 
night. 

A  more  affe&ing  cafe  than  the 
following  has  feldom  occurred. 
The  wife  of  Mr.  Middleton,  a 
farmer,  at  Winmoor,  near  Heflar- 
ton,  upon  the  Wolds,  Yorkftiire, 
with  her  infant  child,  her  filler, 
and  the  houfekeepcr,  had  been  at 
a  farm  houfe  of  Mr.  Middleton’s, 
at  a  little  diftance,  and  fet  out  on 
their  return  home  on  the  afternoon 


of  Saturday  fe’night.  Two  men 
belonging  to  the  farm  had  been 
with  Mr.  Middleton  afterwards, 
and  told  him  of  the  party  having 
left  the  farm,  but  fuppofed,  as  the 
day  was  fo  ftormy,  they  mu  ft  have 
returned,  with  an  intention  of 
flopping  there  for  the  night. 
Should  this  not  prove  to  be  the 
cafe,  the  men  propofed  to  go  back 
immediately  to  Mr.  Middleton, 
and  inform  him  of  it.  Not  hear, 
ing  any  thing  from  them,  Mr. 
Middleton  fuppofed  the  party  had 
returned,  and  were  fafe.  About 
ten  o’clock  at  night,  however,  as 
he  was  going  to  look  after  fome 
Iheep  near  the  houfe,  his  foot  ftrack 
againft  fomething,  which,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  proved  to  be  the  body 
of  a  dead  child  ;  and  his  aftonilh- 
ment  and  affli6lion  may  more  eafily 
be  conceived  than  exprelfed,  when 
he  found  it  to  be  his  own  and  only 
daughter.  On  making  further 
fearch  immediately,  his  wife  and 
houfekeeper,  and  his  wife’s  fifter, 
were  found  at  a  fhort  diftance 
nearly  lifelefs  :  the  two  former 
are  recovering,  but  his  fifter  has 
loft  the  ufe  of  her  limbs,  and  little 
hopes  are  entertained  of  her  re¬ 
gaining  the  ufe  of  them. 

At  Dowgate  chalk  pit,  , 
near  Welling,  Bucks,  as  four-  '  * 

teen  men  were  at  work  in  the  pit, 
which  is  ioo  feet  deep,  an  im¬ 
pending  cliff  gave  way,  and  bu¬ 
ried  feven  of  them,  with  two  carts 
and  four  horfes.  Six  perfons  were 
dug  out  within  twelve  hours,  two 
of  whom  were  dead,  and  the  others 
are  in  a  fair  way.  The  feventh, 
man  efcaped  without  a  bruife,  hav¬ 
ing  been  prote&ed  by  a  cart.  The 
horfes,  though  not  killed,  were 
rendered  unferviceable. 

The  following  accident  happen¬ 
ed 
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ed  at  Downham  market,  on  Thtsrf- 
day  fe'nigbt.  As  Mr.  Poll  was 
attending  his  mill  with  his  bro¬ 
ther,  a  fudden  fquall  of  wind 
caufed  it  to  feparate,  and  it  fell  to 
pieces  in  an  inftant.  One  of  them 
was  in  the  upper  floor,  in  the  adf 
of  putting  wheat  into  the  hopper ; 
the  other  attending  a  different  de¬ 
partment.  The  ft  ones,  wheels,  and 
shout  two  fcore  of  wheat  fell  in 
the  confufion.  Mr.  Poll  had  the 
prefence  of  mind  to  leap  from  the 
upper  ftair,  (it  being  a  poll  wind¬ 
mill)  and  efcaped  with  a  flight 
bruife  on  the  hand  ;  his  brother 
was  precipitated  to  the  ground  in 
the  midft  of  the  ruins,  with  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty-nine  facks  of 
wheat  around  him,  one  of  which 
fell  upon  him  ;  but,  wonderful  to 
relate,  he  received  not  the  leaft 
injury. 

The  grand  bas-relief  which 
adorns  the  pediments  of  the  co¬ 
lonnade  of  the  Louvre,  at  Paris,  has 
been  recently  expofed  to  view.  It 
is  defcribed  as  being  the  ir.oft  mag¬ 
nificent  piece  of  modern  fculpture 
to  be  feen.  It  is  feventy-four  feet 
long  by  fourteen  broad,  without 
including  the  cornices.  It  repre- 
fents  the  Mufes  celebrating  the 
glory  of  Napoleon,  as  protedor 
of  the  arts,  and  to  whom  France 
is  indebted  for  the  finifhing  of  the 
Louvre,  fo  vainly  wifhed  for  by 
the  nation,  and  by  fen  fovereigns, 
for  nearly  three  centuries. 

A  large  picture  of  King  Charles 
I.  on  horfeback,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  hung  difregarded  in  the 
hall  of  the  Middle  Temple,  having 
lately  been  cleaned,  is  declared  by 
a  connoifleur  to  be  a  very  fine  ori¬ 
ginal  by  Vandyck  ;  and  it  is  con- 
jedured,  that  as  James  IL  was  a 
member  of  the  Middle  Temple, 


he  was  the  donor  of  this  valuable 
painting  to  the  fociety. 

14th.  An  enormous  fifn  was  laft 
week  defcried  near  Penryhn  Quay, 
which  was  immediately  attacked 
by  the  boats.  The  firft  it  enclofed 
as  it  were  in  a  pond  formed  by  a 
circular  curve  from  the  head  to 
the  tail,  without  doing  any  injury. 

A  man  then  courageoufly  cut  a 
hole  in  the  dorfal  fin,  through 
which  he  drove  a  hooked  rope. 
By  this  means  the  animal,  after 
prodigious  efforts  to  efcape,  during 
which  he  fnapped  a  fix-inch  rope, 
tore  up  a  moor-ftone  poll  on  the 
quay,  and  dragged  a  floop's  an¬ 
chor,  was  towed  on  fhore.  It  - 
meafures  thirty-one  feet  long  and 
nineteen  round,  and  its  liver  yield¬ 
ed  eight  barrels  of  oil.  Pennant 
terms  it  the  fun-fifh,  or  bafking- 
fhark. 

Bank  forgery* — On  Friday 
John  Nicholls  was  indi&ed 
for  uttering  a  forged  5/.  bank  note, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  On  the  20th  December 
laft,  Vincent  Aleffi,  an  Italian, 
offered  a  hank  note  in  payment  for 
two  bottles  of  wine,  to  a  perfon 
of  the  name  of  Taylor,  refident  in 
Holborn.  The  note,  on  inquiry, 
turned  out  a  bad  one,  and  Aleffi 
was  immediately  taken  into  cuf- 
tody.  He  then  difclofed,  that  he 
purchafed  the  note  in  queftionfrom 
the  prifoner  Nicholls,  who  refided 
at  Birmingham,  to  buy  plated 
goods,  to  carry  with  him  to  Spain  ; 
the  perfon  with  whomhe  dealt  pro¬ 
duced  a  1/.  note,  and  afked  him  if 
he  would  buy  any  of  thofe  articles, 
and  faid  he  would  introduce  him 
to  the  maker.  Accordingly  in  the 
evening  he  was  introduced  to  the 
prifoner  Nicholls,  and  he  bought 

fome 
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fome  notes  of  him.  ft  was  then 
agreed,  if  he  wanted  any  more,  he 
was  to  write  for  them  under  the 
name  of  candlefticks.  He  added, 
that  the  prifoner  had  been  in  town, 
and  fold  him  the  note  which  he  had 
tendered  at  his  lodgings,  at  the 
Lemon  'Free,  in  the  Haymarket. 

In  order  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
the  ftory,  it  was  fettled  between 
the  officers  and  him,  that  he  was  to 
write  to  the  prifoner  for  a  frefh 
fupply,  and  to  invite  the  prifoner 
to  come  to  town  with  them,  for 
which  he  offered  him  two  guineas 
as  the  expence  of  his  journey.  He 
accordingly  wrote  for  twenty  can¬ 
dlefticks,  No.  5,  meaning  ;/.  notes, 
and  two  dozen  ditto,  No.  i,  mean¬ 
ing  one  pounds.  To  this  letter  he 
received  an  anfwer  that  the  prifoner 
was  to  be  in  town  on  a  certain  day. 
It  was  then  further  concerted  that 
the  officers  ffiould  be  in  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  room  in  waiting,  from  which 
they  could  fee  through  a  hole  in 
the  partition,  and  as  foon  as  Aleffi 
had  afcertained  that  the  prifoner 
had  got  the  notes  about  him  he  w^as 
to  put  on  his  hat,  as  a  fignal  to  the 
officers.  The  prifoner  arrived  at 
the  Lemon  Free  as  appointed,  and 
Aleffi  met  him  in  the  club  room. 
Foy,  the  officer,  and  three  of  his 
comrades,  were  planted  in  the  ad¬ 
joining  room.  Aleffi  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  entered  into  con  verfation,  and 
on  the  appointed  fignal  the  cflicers 
rufhed  into  the  room  and  feized 
the  prifoner.  They  fecured  him, 
and  found  twenty  5/  notes,  twenty- 
four  of  1/.  ditto,  and  four  of  2/.  all 
of  which  proved  to  be  iorged,  and 
from  the  fame  plate.  The  whole  of 
thefe  fadls  were  proved  by  Aleffi, 
and  confirmed  by  the  officers  and 
the  other  witneffes. 


The  jury  found  the 


the  bank  offered  no  evidence  again!:, 
him,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  him 
a  witnefs  againft  the  prifoner. 

Purfuant  to  a  vote  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  palled  in 
the  laft  feffion,a  national ‘vaccine  ejla- 
blijhment  is  now  formed,  by  direc¬ 
tion  of  his  Majefty,  for  the  purpofe 
of  promoting  vaccination  through¬ 
out  the  united  kingdom ;  and  is 
v  under  the  management  of  a  board, 
confiding  of  the  following  mem¬ 
bers: — Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Bart.  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  College  ofPhy  * 
ficians  in  London;  Dr.  Mayo,  Dr. 
Heberden,  Dr.  Satterly,  and  Dr. 
Bancroft,  Cenfors  of  the  College. 
George  Chandler,  Efq.  Mailer, 
Robert  Keate,  Efq.  and  Sir  Charles 
Blicke,  Governors  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London. 
Director,  Edward  jenner,  M.  D. 
F.R.S.  Affiftant  Director,  James 
Moore,  Efq.  Regiftrar,  Dr.  Her- 
vey.  Principal  Vaccinators  J.  C. 
Carpue,  Efq.  Vaccinators  at  the 
ftations  ;  Charles  R.  Aikin,  Tho¬ 
mas  Halls,  Richard  Lane,  Edward 
Leefe,  S.  Sawrey,  and  J.  P.  Vin¬ 
cent,  Efqrs.  Secretary,  Charles 
Murray,  Efq. 

The  houfe  of  the  eftablifhment  is 
at  No.  21,  Leicefter-fquare. 

Scotland. —  Earthquake.  —  jgth 
On  this  day  twelvemonth  was 
felt,  atDunning,in  Perthfhire, about 
two  o’clock  A.  M.  a  Ihock  of  an 
earthquake.  Mr.  Peter  Martin, 
furgeon,  in  Dunning,  gives,  the 
following  account  of  it  : — He  was 
coming  home  at  the  time  on  horfe- 
back,  when  his  attention  was  fud- 
denly  attracted  by  a  feemingly  fub- 
terraneous  noife,  and  his  horfe  im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately  flopping,  he  perceived 
the  found  to  proceed  from  the 
north. weft.  After  continuing  for 
about  the  fpace  of  half  a  minute,  it 
became  louder  and  louder,  and  ap¬ 
parently  nearer,  when,  all  on  a  fud- 
den,  the  earth  gave  a  perpendicular 
heave,  and,  with  a  tremulous  wav¬ 
ing  motion,  feemed  to  roll  or  move 
in  a  fouth-eaft  dire&ion.  The 
noife  was  greater  during  the  fhock 
than  before  it,  and  for  fomefeconds 
after  it  was  fo  loud,  that  it  made 
the  circumjacent  mountains  re-echo 
with  the  found  ;  after  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  about  half  a  minute,  it 
gradually  died  away.  At  this  time, 
the  atmofbhere  was  calm,  denfe, 
and  cloudy,  and  for  fome  hours 
before  and  after  there  was  not  the 
leaft  motion  in  the  air.  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  thermometer,  when  examin¬ 
ed,  about  half  an  hour  after  the 
ihock,  indicated  a  temperature  of 
1 5  degrees  below  the  freezing  point 
of  water.  The  preceding  day  was 
calm  and  cloudy  ;  thermometer, 
eight  A.M.  14.  eight  P.  M.  13. 
The  morning  of  the  1  8th  was  calm 
and  cloudy,  but  the  day  broke  up 
to  fun-fhine  ;  thermometer,  eight 
A.M.  19.  eight  P.  M.  16.  This 
was  a  greater  fhock  than  that  felt 
at  the  fame  place  on  the  9th  of 
September,  about  fix  A.  M.  feveral 
years  ago,  and  had  it  been  fucceed- 
ed  by  another  equally  violent,  it 
muft  have  damaged  the  houfes,  but 
fortunately  we  have  heard  of  no 
harm  being  done. 

Several  veflels  below  bridge 
having  their  cables  cut  by  the 
floating  ice,  were  of  courfe  adrift 
and  in  much  confufion.  They  were 
carried  with  the  impetuoflty  of  the 
morning  tide  towards  London- 
bridge  :  and  a  large  weft-country 
barge  ran  with  her  bows  under  the 


centre  arch,  and  her  maft  beat  for 
a  long  time  with  fuch  violence 
againft  the  battlements,  as  toloofen 
the  mafonry  for  a  conftderable  dif- 
tance.  This  was  about  four  o'clock 
the  morning  ;  and  the  barge- 
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men,  for  the  imagined  fecurity  of 
the  vefifei,  climbed  the  maft,  lafhed 
it  to  the  balluftrade,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  deck  to  wait  the 
day-light  and  return  of  the  tide. 
But  fuch  was  the  force  of  the  ex- 
ifting  current,  that  upwards  of 
fifteen  yards  of  the  baluftrade  were 
thrown  into  the  river,  and  four 
men  were  killed  on  board  the 
barge  by  the  ftones. 

Nothing  in  the  recolleftion  of 
the  p refen t  times  was  known  like 
the  effect  of  the  fall  of  water  from 
the  Iky,  about  three  o’clock  on 
Thurfday  laft,  in  the  metropolis. 
When  the  rain  firft  defcended,  it: 
fo  immediately  froze  on  the  warm- 
eft  garments  of  the  paflengers,  that 
feveral  of  the  members,  when  they 
arrived  at  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
had  great  difficulty  in  getting  the 
flaps  of  their  hats  thawed,  or  broken 
from  their  great  coats.  All  um¬ 
brellas  became  initantly  petrified, 
and  the  ftreet  ways  became  fo  per- 
feftly  glazed,  that  two  gentlemen 
put  on  their  fkates  at  Hyde-park- 
corner,  and  fkated  beyond  St® 
James’s  church. 

The  weather  this  day  was  , 
Angularly  fatal  in  its  effetfts  I^t 
to  many  of  the  feathered  tribe  in 
Kent.  The  admirable  mechanifm 
of  their  feathers  was  fo  deranged  by 
the  rain,  which  as  it  fell  on  them 
was  converted  into  ice,  that  their 
wings  were  deprived  of  the  power 
of  motion,  and  the  birds  dropped 
to  the  ground.  In  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  ot  Maidftone,  large  numbers 
of  larks,  with  fome  wood  pigeons, 


m 


phea  hurts. 


306]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


pheafants,  and  partridges,  were 
caught  alive  by  the  hand.  A  boy 
in  the  fervice  of  a  miller  at  Ley- 
bourne,  picked  up,  in  a  field  of 
forty  acres,  belonging  to  his  m af¬ 
ter,  ninety-five  larks,  twenty-fix 
looks,  three  partridges,  and  two 
pheafants. 

,  Fire  at  St.  James's  Palace . 
22  '  — About  half  after  two  this 
morning  a  fire  breke  out  in  the 
apartments  of  the  Duke  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  at  St.  James's  Palace,  which 
jtaged  with  great  fury  for  fome  time. 
The  centinels  immediately  gave  the 
alarm,  and  as  foon  as  pofiible  en¬ 
gines  arrived  from  all  quarters. 
At  firft  there  was  a  great  difficulty 
in  procuring  water,  but  the  pipes 
were  extended  to  the  canal  in  the 
park,  and  it  was  then  obtained  in 
abundance.  It  was,  however,  im- 
pofiible,  for  fome  time,  to  check 
the  rage  of  the  devouring  element, 
and  the  whole  interior  of  the  fouth- 
eaft  angle,  fronting  Marlborough- 
houfe,  and  extending  to  the  firft 
fouthern  turret,  including  the  tur¬ 
ret,  was  entirely  deftroyed.  The 
walls  and  chimnies  are  Handing, 
and  exhibit  a  mere  (hell.  The 
duke  was  in  bed  at  the  time  when 
the  alarm  was  given,  but  happily 
efcaped  from  ail  danger.  The  pro¬ 
perty  confumed  belonged  to  the 
duke,  and  confifted  chiefly  of  cu¬ 
rious  armour,  valuable  cabinet  pic¬ 
tures,  rarities,  &c,  of  which  hardly 
any  thing  has  been  faved,  Confi- 
derable  part  of  the  furniture  was 
fpeedily  removed  into  the  palace 
garden. 

The  flames  were  checked  when 
they'  reached  the  fouthern  turret. 

Nothing  of  the  fire  can  be  feen 
from  Pall-Mall,  or  St.  James’s- 

llreet* 

Water  was  alfo  fuffieiently  fup- 


plied  from  the  plugs  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  palace,  but  the  moft 
convenient  refource,  on  account  of 
the  direction  which  the  fire  took, 
was  derived  from  the  canal. 

The  horfe  guards  paraded  on 
both  fides  of  the  palace,  in  order  to 
keep  off  the  crowd,  which  affem- 
bled  in  vaft  numbers,  but  no  dis¬ 
turbance  or  confufion  happened. 

Part  of  the  royal  armoury  is  de¬ 
ftroyed  ;  but  the  contents  were  in  a 
great  degree  removed  in  due  time. 

It  has  been  reported  that  one 
of  the  maids  of  honour  fell  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  fuffocation,  and  that  a  female 
domeftic  was  burnt  to  death  :  but 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  this 
report  was  without  foundation,  as 
the  alarm  was  given  by  the  centi¬ 
nels  the  moment  that  the  fire  made 
its  appearance,  and  though  its  pro- 
grefs  was  rapid  before  the  engines 
arrived,  yet  there  was  full  time 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  palace  to 
fave  themfelves,  though  not  to  re¬ 
move  the  property. 

The  fudden  thaw  has  pro¬ 
duced  effe&s  in  the  ftreets  of 
the  metropolis,  and  the  roads  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  have  been 
fcarcely  paralleled  at  any  former 
period.  The  water  produced  by 
the  melting  of  a  vaft  body  of  fnow, 
has  rendered  fome  of  the  roads 
quite  impafiable,  and  the  torrents 
which  have  thus  been  caufed  have 
one  great  damage.  At  Battle 
Bridge,  Gray’s  Inn-lane  Road,  the 
’water,  on  Wednefday,  rufhed  into 
the  houfes,  and  the  inhabitants 
were  forced  to  fly  to  the  upper  fto* 
ries  for  protection,  the  road  could 
only  be  palled  with  great  difficulty 
by  carts.  In  the.  neighbourhood  of 
Kcnnington  and  Vauxhall  a  torrent 
of  water  has  arifer.,  which,  in  its- 
progrefs,  has  carried  away  furni¬ 
ture. 
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tore,  tranks  of  trees,  cattle,  &c, 
and  has  deftroyed  a  great  number 
of  bridges— the  Clapham  road  was 
rendered  quite  impaflable  ;  feveral 
houfes  were  on  Wednefday  com¬ 
pletely  infulated  by  the  water,  and 
the  inhabitants  unable  to  obtain 
provifions,  or  get  out  of  their 
houfes. 

A  confiderable  part  of  Deptford- 
bridge  was  alfo  wafhed  away  by 
the  torrents  from  the  adjacent  hills. 
Fortunately  no  perfon  was  hurt  by 
the  accident.  The  coaches  on  that 
road  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
coming  to  town  by  Lewifham,  &c. 

The  principal  part  of  Chelfea 
was  tinder  water  during  Wednef¬ 
day  night,  and  on  Thurfday  there 
was  no  palling  but  by  boats  and 
carts.  The  walls  of  feveral  build¬ 
ings  were  wafhed  away.  At  An. 
derfon’s  brewhoufe,  near  the  col¬ 
lege,  the  horfes  and  pigs  were  taken 
out  for  fear  of  being  drowned. 
Although  Sloane-flreet  hands  on 
high  ground,  the  kitchens  are  all 
flooded.  In  many  parts  of  this 
and  other  neighbourhoods  near 
London,  perfons  have  been  obliged 
to  get  in  and  out  of  their  one  pair 
of  hairs  windows. 

The  lower  part  of  Brihol  was 
inundated.  The  water  exceeded 
four  feet.  The  frefn  in  the  river 
was  fo  furious,  that  it  drove  two 
trows  againh  the  temporary 
wooden  bridge,  between  Clare  - 
hreet  and  St.  Auguftin’s  back,  and 
forced  it  down,- — At  Bath,  the 
hood  rulhed  with  fuch  velocity  as 
to  threaten  dehruftion  to  whatever 
impeded  its  progrefs.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  have  been  great  fufferers. 
Houfes,  unable  to  withhand  the 
torrent,  fell,  and  buried  their  in¬ 
mates  under  the  ruins.  Several 
have  been  drowned,  and  others 
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loft  their  property.  Timber  to  a 
great  amount,  cattle,  horfes,  carts, 
&c.  have  been  carried  away.  The 
flood  has  been  greater  than  known 
in  the  memory  of  man.-— At  Exeter, 
the  fhops  were  fhut,  being  full  of 
water,  and  the  inhabitants  obliged 
to  betake  themfeives  to  their  up¬ 
per  rooms.— In  Thoverton,  there 
was  fo  fudden  a  fwell,  that  one 
half  of  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Anthony, 
furgeon,  was  completely  waflied 
away. — On  the  28th,  as  the  Exeter 
mail  was  near  Staines,  the  coach 
got  into  a  part  where  the  water 
was  fo  deep  that  it  floated,  and  the 
horfes  fwam.  The  coach  was  fud- 
denly  thrown  over,  the  coachman 
and  guard  thrown  to  a  confiderable 
diftance ;  and  the  paffengers  and 
the  horfes  were  got  out,  but  the 
coach  could  not.  The  whole  coun¬ 
try  round  was  covered  from  Chert- 
fey  to  Maidenhead ;  the  towns 
running  with  water  in  torrents  as 
high  as  the  parlour  windows. 
Numbers  of  the  poor  have  loft 
their  all,  which  has  been  carried 
away  in  the  ftreams.  The  lower 
part  of  Egham  was  impaflable.  It 
is  a  remarkable  circumflance,  that 
while  theRavenfbourne  rofe  to  fuch 
a  height  as  to  carry  away  part  of 
the  bridges  at  Lewifham  and  Dept¬ 
ford,  the  Wandle  river,  which  has 
its  fource  within  100  yards  of  the 
Ravenfhourne,  did  not  overflow  its 
banks.  The  Acldifcombe  brook, 
which  runs  into  the  Wandle  below 
Merton,  rofe  ten  feet  perpendicu¬ 
lar  height,  and  laid  Tooting  under 
water. 

It  blew  a  hurricane,  which  ^ 
continued  the  next  day,  and  2 ^  ' 
did  confiderable  damage  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  and  other  places.  A  wo¬ 
man  paffing  along  LlayeVcoijrt  was 
killed  bv  a  tile  linking  her  head. 
[  U  2  ]  On 
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On  the  next  night  incalculable 
damage  was  fuftained  by  the  craft 
and  (hipping  in  the  Thames.  The 
ftorm  extended,  with  equal  vio¬ 
lence,  to  moft  parts  of  England. 
At  Portfmouth,  the  wind  blew 
from  the  middle  llorehoufe,  in  the 
dock. yard,  five  ton  one  hundred 
weight  of  lead,  in  three  pieces. 
One  piece,  weighing  thirty  hun¬ 
dred,  was  carried  by  the  violence 
of  the  gale  acrofs  the  road  way,  to 
thediftanceof  1 1 1  feet ;  one  piece, 
weighing  about  forty  hundred, 
was  driven  to  the  diftance  of  112 
feet ;  and  the  other  piece,  weigh¬ 
ing  thirty-one  hundred,  dropped 
in  the  road  way,  at  the  diftance  of 
feventy-five  feet. 


Statement  of  the  quantity  of  firong 
beer  brewed  by  the  twelve  firjl 
houfes  in  London ,  from  the  $th  of 
July ,  1 808,  to  the  qth  of  Janu¬ 
ary  ,  1809. 


Barclay  -  -  - 

Brown  and  Parry  - 
Hanbury  - 
Whitbread  -  - 

Meux  -  -  - 

F.  Calvert 
Combe  -  -  -  - 

Taylor  -  -  - 

Goodwyn  - 
J.  Calvert  -  -  - 


Barrels. 
64,361 
48, 1  96 
4^504 
40,7  1 9 
39,292 
33,628 

25>439 

18,095 

15,678 
14,88 1 


Elliot  -  1 4, 8  7  7 

Clowes  -  -  -  -  14,693 


FEBRUARY. 

^  Part  of  the  cliff  between 
Folkftoneand  Stangate,  to  the 
extent  of  300  feet  in  length  and  40 
in  depth,  has  fallen ;  and  other 
parts  of  it  are  giving  way. 

In  excavating  the  refervoir  for 


the  Colchefter  water. works,  fome 
veftiges  of  Roman  baths  were 
lately  found.  Since  that  period, 
in  proceeding  with  the  works,  the 
workmen  fell  in  with  a  quantity  of 
Roman  pavement,  and,  what  is  ex¬ 
traordinary,  beneath  that  fome  oak 
framing,  almoft  perfeftly  found, 
although  it  moft  have  laid  there 
near  two  thoufand  years.  By  in- 
fpeflion,  it  appears  that  it  had  been 
previoufly  charred,  as  the  cruft 
was  on  it  when  firft  dug  up.  It  is 
therefore  evident,  that  charring  of 
timber,  to  make  it  laft  under 
ground,  was  known  to  the  Romans. 
Amidft  fome  fragments  of  porce¬ 
lain  found,  was  one  veffel  of  moft 
excellent  workmanfhip  and  claflical 
tafte,  the  outfide  of  which  was 
highly  embofled  with  baffo  re¬ 
lievo,  divided  into  different  de¬ 
partments,  in  two  of  which  were 
Diana  and  Faunus,  on  pedeftals 
facing  each  other.  Diana,  in  her 
left  hand,  holds  a  boy,  and  in  the 
right  the  two  fore  feet  of  a  leve¬ 
ret,  (landing  in  an  upright  pofture 
againft  her.  The  attitude  of  Fau¬ 
nus  is  nearly  that  of  the  antique 
Antinous  ;  a  wreath  of  a  ma(k  and 
plumes  of  feathers  hang  between 
the- two.  In  two  other  depart¬ 
ments  are  the  (lags  at  bay  with  the 
dogs.  Between  this  department, 
and  the  before  defcribed,  is  a  long 
upright  one,  with  a  tripod  in  the 
centre,  and  an  eagle  hovering  over 
the  flame,  with  a  plume  of  feathers 
-ereft  on  its  back.  In  two  other 
departments  is  Cupid  facriflcing, 
in  the  adft  of  pouring  fomerhing 
from  a  veflel  on  the  altar  ;  round 
the  border  of  this  department  is 
ftudded  with  imitations  of  dia¬ 
dems  ;  in  two  other  departments 
are  reprefented  the  great  wild  bear 
paffant,  capitally  executed;  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  cornice,  or  towards 
the  upper  edge  or  opening  of  the 
veiTel,  is  a  rich  canopy,  ornament¬ 
ed  all  round  ;  on  the  bottom  and 
fides  of  the  departments  are  plumes 
of  feathers  ftudded  with  ornaments 
like  mace.  It  is  nearly  the  colour 
of  dark  cornelian,  has  been  hard¬ 
ened  by  fire,  and  is  almoft  as  denfe 
as  flint,  Moft  of  the  coins  dug 
up  are  of  Claudius  Caffar,  Au- 
guflus,  and  others  of  the  Emperor 
Trajanus,  Antoninus  Pius,  and 
Di  vus  Antoninus,  and  many  others 
hardly  diftinguifhable  from  their 
flate  of  corroflon  ;  alfo  fllver  gilt 
inftruments  ufed  in  the  facrifices. 


In  fome  parts  of  Wiltfliire,  the 
flocks  of  different  fpecies  of  wild 
geefe,  in  confequence  of  the  hard 
weather,  have  been  very  numerous, 
and  have  done  incredible  mifchief 
to  the  young  corn.  Some  of  the 
fields  were  literally  covered  with 
them,  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
they  could  be  cleared, 
j  The  waters  have  made  the 
moft  deftrudtive  ravages  at 
Path.  One  whole  ftreet  was  under¬ 
mined  by  the  waters  of  the  Avon, 
and  fuddenly  fell,  crufhing  the 
greater  part  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
roofs  of  fome  houfes  were  feen 
floating  down  the  river.  In  fome 
ftreets  of  the  lower  town,  the 
ground  floors  were  under  water  ; 
the  inhabitants  lived  up  ftairs,  and 
their  proviflons  were  conveyed  by 
the  upper  windows.  In  the  midft 
of  thefe  moft  afflidiing  fights,  a 
cradle  was  feen  floating  down  the 
ftream  ;  a  child  was  feen  moving 
in  it.  Several  efforts  were  made 
to  fave  the  child,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  till  a  providential  turn  of  the 
eddy  brought  the  cradle  fo  near  as 
to  be  hooked  from  the  bank, 
jtk.  An  incjuifition  was  held  at 


the  Five  Beils,  New  Crofs,  on  the 
remains  of  Mr.  G.  Johnfton,  whofe 
murdered  body  was  found  in  a 
ditch  on  the  4th  of  this  month. 
The  following  are  the  particulars, 
as  they  appeared  in  evidence:—* 
The  deceafed  was  about  forty  years 
of  age,  and  had  been  firft  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  Alkmaar,  50,  and 
was  afterwards  firft  lieutenant 
of  the  Standard,  64.  Whilft  he 
belonged  to  the  latter  veffel,  he 
was  afflided  with  a  fevere  fit  of 
illnefs,  by  which  he  loft  his  fhip. 
Upon  his  recovery,  however,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  fame  rank  on 
board  the  Eyderen  floop.  Captain 
Pengelly.  On  Friday,  the  3d  in- 
ftant,  he  dined  with  Mr.  Willatts, 
of  Brewer-ftreet,  Golden-fquare  ; 
and,  after  taking  leave  of  fome 
other  friends,  fet  out  to  join  his 
fhip  at  the  Great  Nore;  but  find¬ 
ing  the  night  far  advanced,  he  ap¬ 
plied  for  lodging  at  different  places 
in  Kent-ftreet  and  Kent-road,  but 
to  no  effect.  There  was  nothing 
further  heard  about  him  until  the 
following  morning,  when  his  body 
was  found,  barbaroufly  murdered* 
on  the  Kent-road.  T.  Hamilton, 
of  Kent-ftreet,  labourer,  was  go¬ 
ing  from  his  houfe  to  Dartford, 
on  Saturday  morning  ;  at  half  after 
three,  as  he  walked  near  Five-Bells* 
Row,  he  faw  fomething  lying  on 
the  ground,  clofe  to  Captain  Hard- 
caftle's  gate,  which  he  difcovered 
to  lie  the  body  j  a  man  direhtly 
jumped  over  the  railing,  and  faid 
to  witnefs,  u  What  do  you  want 
there  ?  If  you  don’t  go  about 
your  bufinefs,  Tli  ferve  you  the 
fame.”  The  witnefs  being  alarm¬ 
ed,  bid  the  man  good  morning, 
and  walked  on.  Mr.  Blanchard, 
of  Peckham,  furgeon,  described 
the  wounds  that  had  been  inflicted 
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on  the  deceafed ;  he  had  received 
about  ten  in  the  face,  fix  on  the 
left  hand,  by  one  of  which  the 
thumb  was  nearly  fevered  from  the 
hand,  as  if  the  deceafed  had,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  vigorous  ref  dance, 
grafped  at  fome  fharp  indrument, 
■which  was  dragged  through  his 
hand  ;  there  were  feveral  incifions, 
by  a  pointed  indrument,  in  the 
neck  and  neckcloth  ;  one  in  parti¬ 
cular,  of  a  triangular  fhape  ;  two 
defperate  wounds  on  the  back  ot 
the  head,  by  which  the  pericra¬ 
nium  was  broken  there  was  one 
wound  in  a  diagonal  direction  on 
the  neck,  by  which  the  great  ca¬ 
rotid  artery  was  feparated,  as  if 
by  a  biunt-edged  indrument ; 
either  of  the  three  lad-mentioned 
wounds  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  have  occadoned  death.  Mr. 
Dyke,  the  landlord  of  the  houfe 
where  the  inqued  was  held,  John 
Ciybourn,  and  others,  proved  the 
finding  of  the  body.  VerdiCt— - 
Wilful  murder,  by  fpme  perfon  or 
perfons  unknown.  (The  murderer 
yet  remains  undifcovered,  1819.) 

2  tn  Flooding  of  the  Fens. —  1 1  is 
*  edimated  that  the  inundation 
has  extended  more  than  fifteen 
miles  in  length,  and  that  above 
1 50,000  acres  of  land  are  com¬ 
pletely  flooded.  The  injury  to  in¬ 
dividuals  is  almod  incalculable,  as 
the  quantity  of  dock  kept  on  thefe 
fens  is  far  greater  than  on  the  up¬ 
lands  1  numbers  of  fheep  have  been 
lod,  and  the  difficulty  of  finding 
food  for  thofe  prefer ved  is  fuch, 
that  many  perfons  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  fell  them  at  a  certain  lofs, 
particularly  as  it  is  fo  near  yeaning 
time.  Should  the  water  not  be 
drained  off  before  feed-time,  the 
lofs  to  the  occupiers  throughout  the 
feveral  didriCls  of  the,  fens  will  be 


little  fhort  of  a  million  of  money. 
Many  perfons  removed  their  dacks 
of  oats  from  the  lands  on  to  the 
embankment ;  but  their  labours 
proved  ineffectual,  as  the  late  high 
winds  completely  difperfed  them. 
Mr.  Little,  an  opulent  farmer  of 
Welch's  Dam,  fortunately  laved 
500  fheep,  by  driving  them  out  of 
the  fen  to  uplands,  not  above  an 
hour  before  the  bank  gulled. 

A  remarkable  occurrence 
took  place  on  board  the  War¬ 
ren  Hadings,  moored  at  the  Mother- 
bank.  The  morning  being  fine,  it 
was  deemed  neceffary  to  get  up  the 
top-gallant-mads.  About  three  in 
the  afternoon,  the  atmofphere  to 
the  wedward  indicated  a  violent 
dorm ;  feveral  failors  were  fent 
aloft  to  drike  the  top-gallant- 
mads  ;  but,  when  lowering  them, 
the  wind  blew  tremendoufly,  and 
the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  accom¬ 
panied  by  heavy  claps  of  thunder. 
Three  didinCt  balls  of  fire  were 
emitted  from  the  heavens ;  one  fell 
into  the  main- top-mad  crofs-trees, 
killed  a  man  on  the  fpot,  and  fet 
the  main-mad  on  fire,  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  blaze  for  five  minutes. 
A  few  hands  ran  up  the  fhrouds 
to  bring  down  their  dead  compa¬ 
nion,  when  the  fecond  ball  druck 
one  of  them,  and  he  fell  upon  the 
guard-iron  in  the  top,  from  which 
he  bounded  off  into  the  crofs-jack 
braces.  His  arm  was  much  Mat¬ 
tered  and  burnt,  and  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  he  mud  undergo  amputa¬ 
tion.  The  third  ball  came  in 
contaCt  with  a  Chinefe,  killed 
him,  and  wounded  the  main-mad 
in  feveral  places  :  the  force  of  the 
air,  from  the  velocity  of  the  ball, 
knocked  down  Mr.  Lucas,  the 
chief  mate,  who  fell  below,  but 
was ,  not  much  hurt.  For  fome 
15  time 
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time  after,  a  fulphureous  fmell 
continued. 

18  th.  At  a  late  common  council, 
a  leport  was  brought  up  which 
ftated  the  following  fa&s.  Thefe 
will  account  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  immenfe  income  of 
the  city  is  fpent. 

**  That  the  annual  expences  of 
the  committee  of  city  lands  and 
bridge- houfe  eftates,  chiefly  in  ta¬ 
vern  bills,  had  increafed,  within 
the  laft  fourteen  years,  from  1,1 64/. 
4*.  6d.  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
3,318/.  Ss.  id.  per  annum. 

((  That  the  expences  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  purpofe  committee  had  in¬ 
creafed  in  the  fame  period,  from 
342/.  1 41.  Sd.  to  1,200/.  per  an¬ 
num. 

<(  That  thofe  of  the  navigation 
committee,  in  feven  years,  had 
rifen  from  between  600/#  and  700/. 
to  1,3  21/.  13;.  9 d.  per  annum,  and 
other  committees  in  proportion. 
In  four  committees  only,  the  an¬ 
nual  expences  amount  to  about 
7,000/.  per  annum,  chiefly  for  ta¬ 
vern  bills,  and  fummer  excur- 
fions.’  * 

,  Court  of  King  s  Bench.  — 
2  3  '  The  King  v.  Beaumont.  This 
was  an  information  filed  againft  the 
defendant  by  his  Majefty's  attor- 
ney-general,  for  publifhing,  in  a 
weekly  newfpaper,  called  the  Bri- 
tifh  Guardian,  a  grofs  and  fcanda- 
lous  libel  upon  his  Majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  tending  to  vilify  the 
fame,  and  to  bring  it  into  hatred 
and  contempt.  The  libel  was  con¬ 
tained  in  a  letter  to  the  king, 
which  inferred  that  his  Majetty 
governed  the  country  by  unconfti- 
tutional  means  ;  that  he  had  a  pri¬ 
vate  cabinet,  and  that  his  councils 
were  dire&ed  by  a  jfecret  junto,  nt$ 


way  refponfible  for  the  advice  they 
gave. 

The  publication  being  proved, 
and  the  libel  read, 

Mr.  Clifford  addrefled  the  jury 
in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  and 
contended,  that  the  author  of  the 
letter  in  queftion  had  faid  nothing 
more  than  what  the  late  Lord 
Chatham  had  done  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  what  Mr.  Burke  had 
again  and  again  repeated  in  his 
works,  namely,  that  there  was  an 
unconstitutional  influence  behind 
the  throne,  which  fwayed  his  Ma- 
jefty's  councils.  It  was  never 
dreamt  of,  in  their  days,  to  fay 
they  were  libellers  ;  and  he  truft- 
ed  the  jury  would  not,  by  their 
verdift,  extend  the  law  of  libels. 
Every  individual  had  the  right  of 
fair  political  difeuffion,  and  the 
author  had  done  no  more.  The 
learned  counfel  alfo  cited  the  fpeech 
of  Alderman  Beckford  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  which  breathed  the  fame 
fentiments,  he  faid,  as  thofe  con® 
tained  in  the  letter  in  queftion, 
and  contended,  that  if  the  freedom 
of  difeuffion  was  to  be  thus  tram« 
melled,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
would  foon  become  a  non -entity. 

Lord  Ellenborough  faid,  it  was 
nothing  to  the  jury  whether  Lord 
Chatham,  in  his  fpeech  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  or  Mr.  Burke, 
in  his  writings,  had  advanced 
do&rines  fimilar  to  thofe  promul¬ 
gated  in  the  letter  under  difeuffion. 
The  queftion  was,  whether  the 
publication,  looking  to  its  entire 
contents,  was,  or  was  not,  libel¬ 
lous,  and  written  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  vilify  and  degrade  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  government  ?  His  lordfhip 
then  commented  upon  the  feveral 
paifages  deemed  to  be  libellous, 
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and  left  the  jury  to  draw  their 
own  conclufion. 

The  jury  immediately  found  the 
defendant  guilty. 

Furnell  v.  Hall, —This  was  an 
action  to  recover  back  from  the 
parifh  officers  of  St.  James’s,  Weft- 
minAer,  the  fum  of  40/.  paid  by 
the  plaintiff,  who  is  a  tallow- 
chandler  in  Carnaby-ftreet,  as  a 
full  indemnity  to  the  parifh  for  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  a  baftard 
child,  fworn  to  him  by  a  female 
named  Sarah  Bafs.  It  fo  happened 
that  the  infant  died  foon  after  its 
birth,  and  the  parifn  had  been  put 
to  no  more  than  4/.  expence :  the 
aftion  was  therefore  to  get  back 
the  40/.  dedu&ing  the  4/.  which  it 
had  been  recently  ruled  the  parifh 
were  not  entitled  to  keep.  Lord 
lEllenborough  concurred  in  the 
propriety  of  the  aClion,  and  in  the 
law  laid  down,  and  the  plaintiff 
obtained  a  verdict. 

,  Drury-la?ie  Theatre  con- 
’  fumed  by  Fire.-—  On  Friday 
night  this  fuper’p  edifice  was  burnt 
to  the  ground.  We  learn  that  about 
hve  minutes  pad  eleven  o’clock  at 
night,  the  flames  bur  ft  out  at  the 
lobby  windows  of  the  front  in 
Brydges-flreet,  while  volumes  of 
Jfrnoke  were  feen  iffuing  from  every 
part  of  the  theatre.  In  lefs  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  it  fpread  into 
one  unbroken  flame  over  the  whole 
of  the  immenfe  pile,  extending 
from  Brydges-flreet  to  Drury- 
lane  ;  fo  that  the  pillar  of  fire  was 
not  lefs  than  450  feet  in  breadth. 
It  is  impoffible  for  the  mind  to 
conceive  any  thing  more  magnifi¬ 
cent  than  the  fpedlacle,  if  the  idea 
of  the  horror  and  ruin  which  it 
brought  on  the  fufferers  could  have 
been  fepa rated  from  the  fublimity 


of  the  objed.  In  about  thirty 
minutes  after  its  commencement 
the  Apollo  on  the  top  fell  into  the 
pit,  and  foon  after  the  whole  of  the 
roof  fell. 

The  refervoir  of  water  on  the 
top,  which  our  readers  will  recol¬ 
lect  formed  with  the  iron  curtain 
the  topic  of  reliance  for  fecurity 
in  the  prologue  with  which  the 
new  theatre  was  opened,  was  like 
a  mere  bucket-full  to  the  volume 
of  fire  on  which  it  fell,  and  had 
no  vifible  effect  in  damping  it. 
Any  attempt  to  go  near  the  flames 
was  totally  impracticable  ;  and  all 
that  was  faved  from  ruin  was  done 
by  the  prefence  of  mind  and  acti¬ 
vity  of  Mr.  Kent,  a  literary  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  waj  the  firft  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  flames.  He  hurried  to 
the  door  and  gave  the  alarm.  Mr. 
Powell,  the  prompter,  and  Mr. 
Johnfton,  the  mechanift,  with  the 
two  watchmen  and  Mr.  Kent, 
were  the  only  perfons  prefent,  for 
being  a  Friday  in  Lent,  there  had 
been  no  play  nor  rehearfal.  They 
afcertained  that  the  fire  broke  out 
in  the  hall,  under  the  lobby  at  the 
Brydges-flreet  entry,  which  has 
been  fhut  up  this  feafon,  and 
where  fome  plumbers  had  been  at 
work. 

It  was,  when  Mr.  Kent  broke 
in,  confined  to  that  fpot ;  and  they 
made  an  effectual  attempt  to  get 
out  the  theatre  engine,  and  play 
on  it  from  their  refervoir  ;  but  in 
ten  or  twelve  minutes  it  run  up 
the  front  boxes,  and  fpread  like 
kindled  wax.  This  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  from  the  body  of  air 
which  fo  large  a  hollow  afforded, 
and  alfo  to  the  circumflance  of  the 
whole  being  a  wooden  cafe.  For 
our  readers  will  recoiled,  that  the 
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immenfe  pile  was  confinkfled  of 
timber,  and  that  the  frame  flood 
for  many  months,  exhibiting  a 
very  fine  carcafe  of  carpenter's 
work,  before  the  ribs  were  filled 
in  with  bricks.  Timber  was  then 
under  3/.  per  load,  and  the  archi¬ 
tect  thought  that  this  wooden 
frame  would  contribute  to  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  found.  It  did  not, 
perhaps,  perfectly  fucceed  in  this 
refpeiR,  but  it  certainly  contribut¬ 
ed  to  the  conflagration.  Finding 
it  impoffible  to  prevent  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  building,  the  gentle¬ 
men  laved  the  books  from  the 
room  called  the  treafury,  and  they 
were  carried  lately  to  Mr.  Kent's 
houfe,  in  Tavifiock-Hreet-  The 
only  other  article  faved  was  a  bu¬ 
reau,  in  Mrs.  Jordan’s  room.  Mr. 
Kent  broke  the  pannels  of  the  door, 
and  brought  out  the  bureau.  All 
further  endeavours  were  rendered 
impoffible,  by  the  excefs  of  heat. 

About  a  quarter  before  twelve,  a 
body  of  horfe-guards,  and  foot- 
guards,  and  volunteers,  came  to 
the  place,  and  engines  reached  the 
fpot  from  every  quarter;  but  they 
could  do  nothing.  Part  of  the 
wall  next  to  Vinegar-yard  fell 
do  vvn,  and  the  boufe  of  Mrs.  Mac 
Beath,  the  fruiterer,  caught  fire. 
The  night  was  uncommonly  fine, and 
the  body  of  flame  fpread  fuch  a  mafs 
of  light  over  the  metropolis,  that 
every  furrounding  obje^f  glittered 
with  the  brightnefs  of  gold.  Mr, 
Sheridan  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  affifting  in  the  important 
difcuffion  on  Mr,  Ponfonby’s  mo¬ 
tion.  The  houfe  was  illuminated 
by  the  blaze  of  light;  and  the  in- 
tereft  univcrfally  taken  in  the  cir- 
cumftance,  interrupted  the  debate, 
A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn, 
bat  Mr,  Sheridati  (aid,  with  great 
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calmnefs,  t(  that  whatever  might 
be  the  extent  of  the  private  cala¬ 
mity,  he  hoped  it  would  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  public  bufinefs  of  the 
country  A 5  he  then  left  the  houfe, 
and  the  difcuffion  proceeded.  Many 
of  his  friends  accompanied  him  to 
the  feene,  but  it  was  too  late  for 
any  effort  to  be  made  ;  and  all  that 
the  engines  could  effecl  was  to  lave 
the  houfes  in  Vinegar-yard  and 
Rufiel-Hreet,  the  roofs  of  which 
had  caught  fire,  from  being  burnt 
down. 

About  half  pall:  twelve,  parts  of 
the  outward  walls,  both  in  Ruflel- 
flreet,  and  Vinegar-yard,  fell  down, 
and  completely  blocked  up  the  pai- 
fage,  but  fortunately  no  lives  were 
loll. 

All  day  yefierday  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  fmoke  were  iffuing  from  the 
ruins,  here  and  there  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties  of  fire  were  burning,  and  fome 
of  the  engines  were  occafionally 
playing.  The  w  all  front  ingBrydges- 
ftreet  is  Handing  up  in  the  centre 
as  high  as  the  top  of  the  grand 
box  lobby,  and  each  end  of  that 
wall  is  Handing  Hill  higher  ;  but 
the  walls  on  each  fide  the  theatre, 
namely,  next  Little  Ruflel-flreet 
and  Vinegar-yard,  thofe  beautiful 
Hone  walls,  with  the  colonnade,  &c. 
are  completely  down.  The  houfes 
in  Little  Ruliel-fireet,  facing'  the 
theatre,  arc  dreadfully  fcarred  and 
whitened  ;  fome  of  them  had  been 
on  fire  in  the  window-franes,  and 
all  the  windows  are  broken  by  the 
heat.  In  Vinegar-yard  two  or 
three  fmall  houfes  clofe  tc  the  box- 
door  are  burnt,  gutted  with  the 
fire,  but  the  walls  are  no:  down. 

The  fire  burnt  fully  up  to  Dru- 
ry-lane,  to  which  a  part  of  the 
building,  made  into  a  feme  paint¬ 
ing  room,  we  believe,  had  been 
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lately  carried.  The  walls  in  Dru- 
ry-lane  are  ftanding,  bat  in  all 
quarters  the  wood  work  and  infide 
of  the  theatre  are  completely  down. 
The  baker’s  (hop  clofely  adjoining 
the  building  of  the  theatre,  in  Drury- 
lane,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
in  the  leaft  damaged,  nor  even  dis¬ 
turbed  !  It  is  open,  and  at  bufinefs 
as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

The  theatre  was  infured,  but  not 
for  a  fum  near  its  value,  or  with 
which  it  can  be  rebuilt.  The  lofs 
to  the  performers  is  moft  ferious. 
They  have  loft  every  thing  ;  and, 
in  one  day,  feveral  hundred  perfons 
are  thrown  out  of  bread.  There 
is  no  place  in  town  to  which  they 
can  have  refort  as  a  temporary  the¬ 
atre,  unlefs  they  were  to  divide 
themfelves  into  feveral  parties,  and 
ad  at  the  minor  theatres,  in  the 
Lyceum,  Catharine-ftreet,  the  Roy¬ 
alty,  &c, 

I  The  proprietors  of  Drury - 
*  lane  Theatre  held  a  meeting 
on  Monday,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Graham,  in  order  to  hear  the  tefti- 
mony  of  fuch  perfons  as  could  give 
any  information  refpeding  the  fitua- 
tionin  which  the  lire  broke  out,  and 
what  was  the  probable  caufe  of  it. 
Several  perfons  were  examined ; 
and  from  their  depolitions  it  was 
tolerably  conciufive,  that  the  flames 
originated  in  the  coffee-room  on 
the  firft  tier,  imiuediately  over  the 
grand  coffee-room,  and  under  the 
two  Drilling  gallery.  This  is  the 
belief  of  the  proprietors.  It  alfo 
appeared  that  a  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Phillips,  who  refides  in  Crofs- 
court,  Riflel-court,  gave  the  firft 
alarm  at  the  ftage-door,  and  after 
that  he  left  the  theatre  to  alarm 
his  own  family,  and  again  returned, 
and  in  the  intermediate  time  three 
other  periods  arrived*  With  re- 


fped  to  the  caufe  of  the  fire,  it  is 
all  yet  furmife. 

The  cataftrophe  which  has  be¬ 
fallen  this  magnificent  pile  now  be¬ 
gins  to  excite  fome  emotions  of  a 
different  nature  from  thofe  of  keen 
regret  and  ftrong  furprife,  which  it 
at  firft  created  in  every  bofom. 
The  public  Ihould  be  cautious  in 
giving  credence  to  fome  fables 
which  are  in  circulation,  We  have 
now  to  call  their  attention  to  one 
or  two  fads,  which  are  as  certain 
as  they  are  important.  It  has  been 
reported,  that  an  anonymous  letter 
had  been  received  by  an  illuftrious 
Perfonage,  immediately  after  the 
fire  in  St.  James’s  Palace,  intimat¬ 
ing,  “  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
would  Ihortly  hear  of  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  other  public  buildings  in 
the  fame  manner.”  Such  a  letter, 
we  can  now  aver  with  confidence, 
was  actually  received  by  the  High 
Perfonage  to  whom  it  was  fo 
ftrangely  addreffed.  It  did  not  at 
firft  engage  any  particular  attention  5 
but,  on  learning  the  calamitous 
event  of  Friday  night,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  fent  for  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and,  after  expreffing  the  kindeft 
fympathy  in  his  great  and  unex¬ 
pected  lofs,  communicated  to  that 
gentleman  the  contents  of  this  let¬ 
ter,  which  had  been  received  fome 
weeks  before. 

With  reiped  to  this  myfterious 
letter,  whether  it  was  meant  as  an 
effufion  of  malice,  gratified  in  fome 
degree,  but  not  yet  fatiated ;  or 
whether  it  was  intended  as  a  me¬ 
nace,  calculated  for  the  attainment 
of  fome  pbjed  as  yet  unfpecified, 
it  muft  be  fruitlefs  at  the  prefen t 
moment  to  enquire.  We  fhould 
not  probably  have  laid  fo  much 
ilrefs  on  an  anonymous  feroli it  it 
Were  not  coupled  with  another 

lingular 
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Angular  and  authenticated  occur¬ 
rence,  which  our  readers  will  pe- 
rufe,  as  we  heard  it,  with  fenfa- 
tions  of  horror  and  indignation. 
It  is  pofltively  dated  that,  about 
five  weeks  fince,  a  train  of  gun¬ 
powder  was  difcovered  at  the 
King’s  Theatre,  difpofed  evidently 
for  a  mifchievous  purpofe. 

Vienna ,  February .  The  ice 
floating  down  the  Lower  Danube 
has  fixed  itfelf  near  this  city,  and 
carried  away  the  handfome  bridge 
belonging  to  the  palace  of  Prince 
Raufumowlki,  on  the  Vienna  canal, 
which  conne&ed  that  palace  with 
the  main  road  in  the  Prater  ;  five 
arch.es  of  the  Tabor  bridge  have 
alfo  been  confiderably  damaged. 

Munich ,  February  $d.  The  Da¬ 
nube,  and  all  the  dreams  which 
fall  into  it,  have,  by  their  over¬ 
flowing,  done  confiderable  damage. 
The  greateft  number  of  the  bridges 
over  the  Inn,  as  well  as  thofe  over 
the  Ifer,  have  been  carried  away. 
The  communications  between  the 
different  towns  are  maintained  by 
means  of  boats,  as  the  principal 
roads  are  inundated  to  the  depth  of 
fix  or  feven  feet. 

Bremeny  February .  The  inun¬ 
dations  in  our  neighbourhood  have 
aflumed  a  raoft  terrific  appearance. 
The  floods  have  broke  more  than 
twenty  dykes,  and  have  prevented 
the  beft  lands  from  being  culti¬ 
vated.  It  will  take  the  inha¬ 
bitants  more  than  fix  months  to 
repair  the  damages  the  floods  have 
occafioned  to  the  dykes.  The  ice, 
and  the  overflowings  of  the  We- 
fer,  and  of  the  Aller,  have  caufed 
confiderable  damage  to  the  town 
of  V'erden. 

AugJbj(,rgy  January  30 th.  The 
Danube,  the  Altmuhlt,  and  the 
Wernitz,  have  overflowed  their 
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banks,  and  have  occafioned  a  great 
deal  of  damage  to  the  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Holland.  From  Elft  they  write, 
that  they  have  fuftained  the  lofs  of 
15  perfons  drowned;  100  houfes 
deftroyed  or  damaged;  400  head 
of  cattle  drowned.  From  Kirk- 
endom  they  report  16  perfons 
drowned,  together  with  other 
Ioffes  of  various  kinds.  We  learn 
from  Meteren,  that  of  64  houfes, 
whieh  this  village  contained,  28 
have  been  totally  deftroyed  ;  and 
thofe  which  remain  are  almoll  all 
unfit  to  be  inhabited.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  the  perfons  drowned  is  12  ; 
of  horfes  2  ;  of  black  cattle  93 ; 
of  fheep  100.  The  report  from 
Rhenew  ftates,  16  perfons  drown¬ 
ed;  houfes  deftroyed  16.  At  Ac- 
quoi,  the  number  of  houfes  de¬ 
ftroyed  is  1 6.  The  number  of 
pejrfons  drowned  at  Brufchom  is 
1 8.  The  number  drowned  at 
Afch  is  26.  The  villages  of  Soy 
and  Perfichen  have  been  entirely 
deftroyed  ;  nothing  remaining  but 
the  fteeples  pf  the  churches  above 
the  water,  and  parts  of  thofe  folid 
fabrics. 

At  Wefteroord,  a  miller,  whofe 
houfe  was  furrounded  by  the  floods, 
after  the  greateft  exertions  fuc- 
ceeded  in  placing  flis  wife  and  four 
children  in  a  tree  ;  he  had  placed 
another  child  in  a  tub,  when  the 
tree  was  fuddenly  carried  away 
by  the  violence  of  tfle  ftream,  and 
his  wife  and  children  were  preci¬ 
pitated  into  the  foaming  waves. 
He  repeated  his  efforts  to  fave 
them,  but  they  were  in  vain  :  he 
faw  them  all  perifli,  and  the  poor 
man  funk  lifelefs  under  the  weight 
of  his  misfortune.  The  child 
which  had  been  placed  in  the  tub 
was  the  only  individual  faved. 

The 
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The  opening  gap  in  the  dyke 
near  Kedichem  is  about  40  roods 
Jong,  and  is  more  than  60  feet 
deep.  The  devaluation  occafioned 
by  the  floods  in  the  diflrifts  of 
Heufden  and  Altens  are  dreadful, 
In  the  low  lands  the  water  has 
fettled  at  more  than  10  feet  deep. 

From  the  diflriCt  of  the  Lower 
Betewe,  on  the  confines  of  Thiel, 
the  following  accounts  of  damages 
done  by  the  late  inundations  have 
been  received.  The  number  of 
perfons  drowned  is  Bated  to  be 
113;  of  cattle  drowned  1441  ; 
houfes  deftroyed  426  ;  houfes  da¬ 
maged  783.  From  Leardam,  Ar- 
pen,  and  places  adjacent,  the  re¬ 
port  made  Bates  :  perfons  drowned 
6 7  ;  cattle  drowned  S47  ;  houfes 
deBroyed  167;  and  houfes  da¬ 
maged  212.  In  the  diBrift  of 
Alblaferdam,  33,000  acres  have 
been  inundated. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Nierry- 
nen: — t(  I  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  damage  occafioned  by 
the  inundations  to  this  village, 
and  its  neighbourhood  ;  but  pub¬ 
lic  report  has,  in  this  inBance,  by 
far  under- rated  the  devafiations 
committed  by  the  floods.  Every 
thing  along  the  dyke  has  been.  de¬ 
Broyed  :  houfes,  houfehold  furni¬ 
ture,  hay,  wood,  are  feen  floating 
in  every  dire&ion  ;  two  houfes, 
two  barns,  and  two  other  out- 
houfes,  have  been  entirely  deBroy¬ 
ed  ;  25  houfes,  10  barns,  have 
been  confiderably  damaged ;  25 

perfons,  1 8  horfes,  20  cows,  1 3 
oxen,  three  calves,  20  Bleep,  1 2 
fwine,  were  drowned.  One  of  the 
inoB  afflicting  circumfiances  is  the 
following  :  a  farmer,  named  Adam 
Boeflra,  a  man  of  very  reputable 
charafter,  after  having  loB  his 
houfe,  and  25  head  of  cattle,  fuc- 


ceeded  in  conveying  his  wife  to  a 
place  of  fafety,  but  afterwards  he 
returned,  in  order  to  fave  his  four 
children  :  they  had  all  the  fame 
claims  to  his  affe&ion  ;  his  pater¬ 
nal  heart  could  not  choofe  between 
them  which  to  fave  firft:  he  there¬ 
fore  took  them  altogether  in  his 
arms ;  but  his  Brength  failing  him, 
he  was  obliged  to  drop  them,  and 
fee  them  all  perifh  before  his  eyes, 
without  being  able  to  afford  them 
the  leaB  afliflance.,> 

They  write  from  Cleves,  that, 
in  confequence  of  the  floods,  the 
water  has  rifen  26  inches  higher 
than  it  was  in  the  year  1741. 

The  total  number  of  perfons 
loB  by  the  inundation  is  fuppofed 
to  be  more  than  three  hundred . 

Upwards  of  800,000  florins 
have  been  fubfcribed  for  the  relief 
of  the  fufferers  by  the  late  inunda¬ 
tions,  as  far  as  the  fame  have  been 
returned  to  the  minifler  for  the 
interior,  at  the  clofe  of  March. 

In  the  inundations  near  Loenen, 
in  the  diflriCt  of  the  Upper  Betewe, 
has  been  difcovered  the  right  hip¬ 
bone  of  an  elephant,  meafuring 
from  the  os-pubis  to  the  end  of  the 
hip,  three  feet  and  a  half,  (Rhyn- 
land  meafure)  of  which  the  fcien- 
tific  Mr.  H.  Hoogens  has  taken  a, 
drawing  on  the  fpot.  The  bone 
is  at  prefent  in  the  poflfeflion  of 
M.  F.  Beverinck,  land-furveyor, 
at  Nimeguen.  A  double  tooth, 
together  with  feveral  other  ele¬ 
phant's  bones,  have  likewife  been 
difcovered  on  the  fame  fpot.  Alfo 
the  jaw-bone  of  an  ox  of  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fize. 

WarJ'anv:  We  learn  from  Li¬ 
thuania,  that  fince  the  firfl  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  the  wind  blowing  very 
Aiarp  from  the  northward,  the 
thermometer  flood  at  28  degrees. 
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(of  Reaumur,  we  fuppofe.)  Seve¬ 
ral  peafants  and  carriers  have  pe¬ 
riled  on  the  public  roads,  by  the 
extreme  fe verity  of  the  weather  ; 
even  the  birds  were  frozen  in  the 
air,  and  fell  lifelefs  on  the  ground. 
In  this  city  the  thermometer  Hood 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month  at 
33  ;  at  the  clofe  of  the  month  it 
flood  at  20  degrees.  There  has 
been  a  vafl  deal  of  fnow  in  Lithu¬ 
ania,  and  in  the  duchy  of  Warfaw. 
The  wolves  affemble  in  large 
troops,  and  commit  the  greateft 
devaftations.  In  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Grodno,  were  found  the 
head  and  foot  of  a  peafant’s  wife, 
who  had  been  devoured  by  the 
wolves. 

Switzerland.  In  the  mountains 
near  Coire,  fuch  a  heavy  fall  of 
fnow  has  taken  place,  that  the 
impetus  of  its  maffy  torrent,  roll¬ 
ing  with  extreme  violence  from 
the  top,  has  deflroyed  the  beauti¬ 
ful  village  of  Salva,  which  had 
been  but  recently  built.  Six  houfes 
are  wholly  deflroyed  by  this 
projedile  mafs,  and  the  reft 
are  all  more  or  lefs  damaged. — 
Twenty-fix  perfons,  fuffocated, 
have  been  dug  out  of  the  fnow  ; 
and  1 7  perfons,  after  remaining 
24  hours  under  the  fnow,  have 
been  recovered,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  exertions  of  a  worthy  eccle- 
fiaftic,  named  Viller. 

General  Recapitulation  of  the  LoJJes 
fujiained  by  the  French  Armies 
fnce  the  Time  they  entered  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Spain.  \The  Calcula¬ 
tion  refs  on  known  public  Data  ; 
and  whoever  will  take  the  Trou¬ 
ble  to  examine  them ,  will  find  that 
the  Number  is  rather  lefiened  than 
exaggerated,  j 


Firft  Campaign. —  Carried  off  by 
difeafes  in  Madrid,  Burgos,  Bif- 
cay,  Navarre,  See.  11,000.  In 
Catalonia,  8,000.  In  Saragofla 
they  loll  in  various  adions,  and 
during  the  firft  fiege,  10,000.  In 
Valencia  and  La  Mancha,  8,000. 
Killed  and  taken  prifoners  in  An- 
dalufia,  including  the  French  fqua- 
dron  at  Cadiz,  30,000.  Hanged, 
deferred,  and  deflroyed,  by  the 
fury  of  the  people  and  private  in¬ 
dividuals,  11,000.  Killed  by  the 
Englifh  in  Portugal,  and  carried 
off  by  difeafe,  8,000.  Killed  in 
the  different  adions  in  Old  Caf- 
tile,  6,000. 

Second  Campaign. — Loft  in  fe- 
veral  addons  with  the  army  of  the 
centre,  including  that  of  Lerin, 
3,000.  On  the  23d  November,  in 
Tudela,  6,000.  During  the  long 
fiege  of  Saragofla,  and  in  various 
adions  with  the  Arragonefe,  in¬ 
cluding  deferters,  17,000.  In  the 
different  adions  in  Catalonia, 
10,000.  Killed  and  wounded  by 
Blake's  army  in  Bifcay,  and  in  the 
mountains  of  St.  Andero,  10,000. 
Killed  and  wounded  in  Burgos, 
by  the  army  of  Eftremadura,  1,000. 
In  Sepulveda,  Somofierra,  and  Ma¬ 
drid,  7,000.  In  Eftremadura,  in 
the  adion  of  Velez,  and  in  feveral 
engagements  in  La  Mancha,  4,000. 
Loft  on  their  march  from  Ma¬ 
drid  to  Corunna,  including  the 
adions  with  the  Englifh  in  Caftile 
and  Gallicia,  10,000.  Carried  off 
by  the  difeafe  and  the  dagger  in 
their  different  armies,  70,000.— 
Total,  163,000. 

Dird.  —  At  Bradford, 

York  fibre,  John  Fa w thorp, 
aged  102. 

I  ound  dead,  in  Wivelfcombe,  So- 
merfet,  aged  102,  Martha  Webber. 

French 
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French  Laurence,  Regius  Pro- 
fefi'or  of  Civil  Law  in  the  Uni  ver¬ 
ity  of  Oxford,  chancellor  of  that 
diocefe,  judge  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
and  member  of  parliament  for  the 
city  of  Peterborough.  Dr.  Lau¬ 
rence  received  his  ftrft  education  at 
Briftol ;  whence  he  was  removed  to 
the  college  at  Winchefter  :  he  then 
became  a  member  of  Corpus  Chrifti 
college,  (of  which  college  he  was 
afterwards  fellow)  proceeded  M.A. 
June  21,  1781,  and  was  created 
D.C.L,  Odober  19,  1787  :  his 
profeflorfhip  he  obtained  in  179 6, 
on  the  deceafe  of  Dr.  Wenman. 
In  learning,  talents,  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  he  has  feldom  been  rivalled, 
never  excelled. 

At  Kelling,  Mrs.  Wernes,  aged 
SOO. 

At  Wingate  Grange,  near  Caftle 
Edin,  Mr.  Thomas  Watfon,  aged 

106. 

At  Bifhop’s  Caftle,  Mrs.  Guil- 
liam,  aged  101. 


MARCH. 

^  On  excavating  the  earth  to 
obtain  a  firm  foundation  for 
the  new  court-houfes  for  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  where  the 
half-moon  battery  in  Newcaftle 
formerly  flood,  a  variety  of  curious 
difcoveries  have  been  made.  After 
the  excavation  of  about  thirty  feet 
of  folid  earth,  the  entrance  to  an 
ancient  well  has  been  found,  which 
will  probably,  when  dug,  develops 
fome  remains  of  antiquity.  With¬ 
in  a  few  yards  of  this  well,  two 
pair  of  horns,  refembling  thofe  of 
a  ftag,  but  much  larger,  along 
with  the  jaw-bones  of  the  animal, 
were  dug  out.  In  the  opinion  of 
an  eminent  natural  hiftorian,  thefe 


bones  and  horns  mtift  have  be¬ 
longed  to  an  animal  fimilar  m  fize 
and  fpecies  to  the  American  elk. 
In  feverai  other  parts  which  have 
been  dug,  about  forty-fix  feet  froni 
the  top  of  the  mount,  a  number  of 
large  beams  of  folid  oak,  perfedly 
found,  lying  in  a  variety  of  direc* 
tions,  as  if  to  fupport  the  fuper- 
incumbent  bank,  have  been  alfo 
difcovered,  all  of  which  afford  fuf- 
ficient  grounds  to  believe,  that  the 
whole  mount  was  a  work  of  the 
Romans,  for  the  purpofe  of  form¬ 
ing  a  commanding  ftation,  when  in 
this  country. 

Committed  to  Warwick  gaol 
this  day,  Rebecca  Hodges,  for 
fhooting  Mr.  S.  Birch,  of  Wardlad 
hall,  with  a  piftol  loaded  with 
flugs.  It  appears  that  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  woman  had  harboured  this 
defign  in  her  mind  for  feven  years 
paft,  and  about  a  year  ago  fhe  pur- 
chafed  a  piftol,  with  which  fhe  per¬ 
petrated  the  crime.  She  had  been 
feverai  times  feen  about  Mr.  BPs 
premifes,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
fhe  was  feen  behind  the  door  in 
one  of  the  out-houfes,  but  was  fup- 
pofed  to  depart.  She  had  remained 
in  the  barns  and  buildings  till 
Monday  night,  waiting  the  houfe- 
keeper  going  to  bed.  She  then, 
through  a  window,  faw  Mr.  B. 
fitting  by  the  fire  afleep.  She 
then  opened  the  door,  which  was 
only  on  the  latch,  and  after  fome 
time  walking  about  the  room,  fhe 
difcharged  the  piftol  at  his  head. 
Two  {lugs  ft  ruck  him.  One  did 
but  little  execution  ;  the  other  has 
fince  been  extracted  from  his  fkull, 
which  has  been  trepanned  by  Mr. 
Vickers  ;  and,  owing  to  his  fkil!, 
hopes  are  entertained  of  his  reco¬ 
very*  The  young  woman  was 
brought  to  prifon  by  the  watch¬ 
men. 
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men,  difguifed  in  men’s  clothes. 
A  loaded  piftol  was  found  in  her 
hand,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Payn, 
who  foon  difcovered  the  fuppofed 
man  to  be  a  female.  Seven  years 
ago,  the  young  woman  was  a  fer- 
vant  in  the  Birch  family,  and  the 
only  caufe  (he  affigns  for  the  rafh 
ad  was,  that  fhe  had  formed  an 
attachment  to  Mr.  Birch  at  that 
time,  and  was  in  confequence  dif- 
charged  from  her  place. 

A  flight  of  fea  eagles  have  lately 
vifited  the  coaft  near  Haflings. 
The  very  uncommon  appearance  of 
thefe  birds  on  the  fouthern  coaft 
has  excited  very  great  curiofity. 
Many  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  endeavoured 
to  ihoot  them,  from  an  apprehen- 
fion  of  danger  to  their  lambs  in 
the  fpring,  if  they  fhould  remain 
there ;  but  hitherto  without  fuc- 
cefs.  They  have  already  made 
deftrudion  among  the  rabbits  on 
the  warren,  near  the  fignal  ftation. 

In  digging  for  peat,  near  New¬ 
bury,  great  numbers  of  trees  are 
frequently  found  at  various  depths. 
The  nearer  they  lie  to  the  furface, 
the  lefs  found  is  the  wood.  Thefe 
trees  are  generally  oaks,  alders, 
willows,  and  firs,  befides  fome 
others  not  eafilv  afcertained.  No 
acorns  are  found  in  the  peat,  but 
many  cones  of  the  fir-tree  and  nut- 
fhells  are  dug  out.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  horns,  heads,  and  bones, 
of  feveral  kinds  of  deer,  the  horns 
of  the  antelope,  the  heads  and  the 
tulks  of  boars,  the  heads  of  bea¬ 
vers,  and  other  animals,  are  alfo 
occafionally  difcovered.  An  urn 
of  a  light  brown  colour,  and  large 
enough  to  contain'  above  a  gallon, 
was  found  at  four  feet  from  the 
furface.  It  was  unfortunately  in¬ 
jured  by  the  fpade,  and  was  brought 


up  in  fmall  pieces.  No  coins  have 
been  difcovered.  The  ground  in 
which  the  peat  is  found  is  meadow- 
land,  and  confifts  chiefly  of  a 
whitifli  kind  of  earth.  The  top 
of  the  true  peat  is  met  with  at 
various  depths,  from  one  foot  to 
eight  feet  below  the  furfaces ;  and 
the  depth  of  the  peat  alfo  various, 
from  one  foot  to  eight  or  nine  feet. 
The  ground  below  it  is  very  un¬ 
even,  and  generally  gravel. 

Fire  at  Chriji  Churchy  Ox~  , 
ford. — A  fire  was  difcovered,  *  * 
about  a  quarter  before  twelve  this 
night,  in  the  apartments  of  Mr. 
Brown,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
occafioned  by  fome  fparks  commu¬ 
nicating  to  a  beam  which  ran 
acrofs  the  chimney.  The  confla¬ 
gration  was  moft  alarming ;  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  fpread 
may  be  eafily  conceived,  when  the 
amazing  quantity  of  wood-work 
which  this  immenfe  pile  contains 
is  remembered.  Although  the 
alarm  was  immediately  given,  the 
flames  for  a  long  time  refilled  the 
united  efforts  of  the  engines  of 
Chrift  Church,  of  the  different 
colleges,  and  of  the  city  ;  confum- 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  fouth- 
weft  angle,  and  threatening  with 
deftruftion  that  magnificent  ftruc- 
ture  the  hall.  Fortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  the  night  was  calm,  and  there 
was  a  plentiful  fupply  of  water,  or 
this  fplendid  room  muft  inevitably 
have  fallen.  The  apartments  de¬ 
ft  royed  are  thofe  of  Dr.  White, 
regius  profefTor  of  Hebrew,  of 
Me  firs.  Brown,  James,  fenior, 
Keough,  and  Meyler.  Thofe  of 
Lord  Apfley,  Meflfrs.  Cleaver, 
Smelt,  James,  junior,  Glade,  Roe, 
Buxton,  and  Finch,  are  partially 
injured.  The  lofs  is  eftimated  at 
1 2,000/,  Part  only  of  Dr,  White’s 

very* 
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very  valuable  books  and  MSS. 
have  been  faved. 

r  ^  Wonderful  P  ro  dud  ion  of 
Nature  f  nonjo  exhibiting  at 
the  houfe  of  Mr,  P alley ,  No.  17, 
Ne<w  Bond-Jlreet. — .Mifs  Beftin,  a 
young  lady  who  was  born  deficient 
of  arms  and  I  gs  :  (he  is  of  a  comely 
appearance,  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  and  only  thirty-feven  inches 
high  *  (lie  difplays  a  great  genius, 
and  is  an  admirer  of  the  fine  arts  ; 
and  what  renders  her  fo  worthy  of 
the  public  notice  is,  the  induftrious 
and  aftonifhing  means  (lie  has  in¬ 
vented  and  pradiifcd  in  obtaining 
the  ufe  ol  the  needle,  fciifars,  pen, 
pencil,  See.  wherein  fine  is  extremely 
adroit  :  fhe  can  cut  out  and  make 
any  part  of  her  own  clothes,  fews 
extremely  neat,  and  in  a  moft  won¬ 
derful  manner;  writes  well,  draws 
landfcapes,  paints  miniatures,  and 
many  wonderful  things,  all  of 
which  fhe  performs  principally 
with  her  mouth. 

j  The  trial  of  Mary  Bate- 
'  '  man,  for  the  murder  of  Re¬ 

becca  Perigo,  of  Bramley,  near 
Leeds,  by  adminiftering  poilon, 
(the  particulars  of  which  we  have 
before  detailed,  fee  Ann.  P Leg.  06L 
25,  1  §08)  commenced  on  the 

morning  of  the  17th  inft.  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  near  nine  o’clock  at 
night.  'Fhe  jurv,  without  retir¬ 
ing,  found  her  Guilty.  The  judge, 
in  a  moft  impreffive  manner,  palled 
fentence  of  death  upon  her,  and 
ordered  her  body  to  be  given  to 
the  fur  neons. 


The  pri  Toner, 


to 


delay  execution,  pleaded  pregnan¬ 
cy  ;  on  which  a  jury  of  matrons 
was  impanneled,  who  retired,  and 
found  that  (he  was  not  with  quick 
child.  The  execution  took  place 
on  Monday. 


A  lingular  inftance  of  the  in- 
ftabiiity  of  human  grandeur,  was 
ftated  in  a  fpeech  by  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread.  The  identical  fervice  of 
plate  which  Mrs.  Clarke  purchafed 
from  Birkett,  the  pawnbroker,  ori¬ 
ginally  belonged  to  a  prince  of  the 
unfortunate  family  of  Bourbon. 
What  a  memento  mull  it  have  been 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  to  trace  the 
houfehold  plate,  with  the  arms  of 
the  royal  family  of  Bourbon,  to  the 
fhop  of  a  pawnbroker,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Mrs.  Clarke’s !  Trace  the 
hiftory  of  France  (fays  Mr.  Whit® 
bread)  from  the  luxurious  days  of 
the  La  Vallieres  and  Montefpans, 
down  to  thofe  of  the  Pompadours 
and  De  Barres,  and  you  would  fee 
the  deftrudfion  and  overthrow  of 
the  monarchy,  which  drove  the  il- 
luftrious  branches  of  the  Bourbon 
family  into  foreign  exile,  originat¬ 
ing  in  private  vice,  and  finally  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  deceitful  and  un¬ 
bounded  extravagance  of  thofe  in¬ 
truded  with  public  confidence  and 
official  fttuation.  One  cannot  help 
thinking  (faid  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman)  that  the  circumftance  of 
the  Duke  de  Bern’s  plate  having 
been  difpofed  ot  this  way,  and  then 
coming  into  the  pofleftion  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  muft  have  occa- 
fioned  fome  fenfations  in  the  bofom 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  could 
not  fail  to  roufe  his  feelings  for  the 
fate  of  that  unfortunate  family, 
and  which  would  caufe  him  in¬ 
wardly  to  ejaculate — (e  I  thank  God 
for  the  warning  which  this  magni¬ 
ficent  monument  ot  the  inftabilitv 
of  great  refs  holds  up  to  my  view, 
and  I  will  ufe  it  as  a  beacon  to 
guard  againft  the 'danger  of  thofe 
rocks  on  which  others,  once  as 
great  and  powerful  as  1  am  now, 

have 
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Rave  been  fo  unexpe&edly  wrecked 
and  ruined/' 

.  The  remains  of  Hugh 
Hewfon,  who  died  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  eighty-five*  were  in¬ 
terred  in  the  burial-ground  of  St. 
Martin’s-in-the-fields.  The  de- 
ceafed  was  a  man  of  much  cele¬ 
brity,  though  no  funeral  efeut- 
cheons  adorned  his  hearfe,  or  heir 
expe&ant  graced  his  obfequies.  He 
was  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than  the 
identical  Hugh  Strap,  whom  Dr. 
Smollett  has  rendered  fo  confpicu- 
oufiy  interefting  in  his  Life  and 
Adventures  of  Roderick  Random, 
and  for  upwards  of  forty  years  had 
kept  a  hair-dreffer's  (hop  in  the 
above  parifh.  The  deceafed  was  a 
very  intelligent  man,  and  took  de¬ 
light  in  recounting  the  adventures 
of  his  early  life.  He  fpoke  with 
pleafure  of  the  time  he  paffed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  doctor ;  and  it  was  his 
pride,  as  well  as  boaft,  to  fay  that 
he  had  been  educated  in  the  fame 
feminary  with  fo  learned  and  dif- 
tinguilbed  a  character.  His  (hop 
was  hung  round  with  Latin  quota¬ 
tions,  and  he  would  frequently 
point  out  to  his  cuftomers  and  ac¬ 
quaintances  the  feveral  feenes  in 
Roderick  Random  pertaining  to 
himfelf,  which  had  their  foundation 
not  in  the  dolor's  inventive  fancy, 
but  in  truth  and  reality.  The  meet¬ 
ing  in  a  barber’s  fhop  at  Newcaftle- 
upon-Tyne,  the  fubfequent  miftake 
at  the  inn,  their  arrival  together  in 
London,  and  the  affiftance  they 
experienced  from  Strap’s  friend, 
were  all  of  that  defeription.  We 
underhand  the  deceafed  has  left  be¬ 
hind  him  an  interlined  copy  of  Ro¬ 
derick  Random,  pointing  out  thefe 
fa&s,  (bowing  how  far  they  were 
indebted  to  the  genius  of  the  dodlor, 
and  to  what  extent  they  were  bot- 


V ol,  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Slfti 


toined  in  reality.  The  deceafed 
could  never  fucceed  ip  gaining 
more  than  a  refpeftable  fubfi hence 
by  his  trade ;  but  he  pofleffed  an 
independence  of  mind  fuperior  to 
his  humble  condition.  Of  late 
years  he  was  employed  as  keeper 
of  the  promenade  in  h  illiers-walk, 
Adelphi,  and  was  much  noticed  and 
refpeded  by  the  inhabitants  who 
frequented  that  place. 

A  whale,  feventy-fi ve  feet  « 

in  length,  and  nearly  twen-  ^ 
ty-five  in  circumference,  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  and  driven  on  (bore 
off  the  Bligh  fands,  below  Graves¬ 
end,  this  day,  by  a  pilot  of  the 
name  of  Barnes.  It  was  of  the 
pike-headed  fpecies,  and  weighs 
upwards  of  thirty  tons.  The  lord 
mayor  ordered  it  to  be  brought  in 
a  barge  above  London-bridge, 
where  it  was  exhibited  at  one 
(billing  per  head,  until  an  officer 
of  the  admiralty  claimed  it  as  a 
droit,  and  forcibly  took  poffeffiorn 
The  blubber  is  valued  at  150/. 

Burlington- Houfe. — Yefter-  ^  , 
day  the  leafe  of  this  eftate, 
granted  upwards  of  a  century  fince, 
by  one  of  the  nnceflors  of  Mr.  Pol¬ 
len,  to  the  Burlington  family,  ex¬ 
pired.  Part  of  the  eftate  was  for¬ 
merly  called  the  Ten  Acres  Field, 
and  it  included  a  field,  the  manfion, 
garden,  and  out-buildings,  which 
were  very  extenfive.  In  the  year 
1 708,  the  eftate  was  in  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Bur¬ 
lington,  and  his  affigns  j  and  the 
Duke  of  Devonfhire,  as  the  heir  of 
the  Earl  of  Burlington,  is  the  pre¬ 
sent  receiver  of  the  rents.  By  the 
expiration  of  the  leafe,  the  Duke 
lofes  14,000/.  a -year. 

Upon  opening  the  body  of  a 
man  who  lately  died  in  Guy's  , 
hofpital,  eighteen  or  nineteen  large 
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elafp-knives,  fucli  as  are  ufed  by 
Tailors,  were  found  in  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines.  The  hafts  of  them 
were  entirely  decompofed,  and  the 
iron  work  partly  To.  The  account 
given  by  himfelf  was,  that  feveral 
years  ago  he  had  fwallowed  fix  of 
his  meffmates’  knives,  in  a  drunken 
frolic;  and  that  feeling  no  imme¬ 
diate  bad  confequences,  he  had  on 
two  Tubfequent  occafions,  fwallow¬ 
ed  twelve  or  thirteen  more.  For 
thefe  two  years  pall  he  had  applied, 
at  frequent  intervals,  for  admiflion 
into  various  hofpitals,  and  he  was 
uniformly  difmiffed  as  an  impoftor, 
upon  telling  his  ftrange  ftory.  fie 
was  received  into  Guy’s  Hofpital 
only  a  few  weeks  ago,  after  having 
been  dripped  and  minutely  exa¬ 
mined  by  Dr.  Babington  and  Mr. 
Afiley  Cooper. 

^  This  night,  about  ten,  an 
^  '  accident  of  a  novel  nature 

happened  at  Twyford,  on  the  Pad¬ 
dington  canal,  about  five  miles 
from  town.  One  of  the  pafifage 
boats  was  on  its  way  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  laden  with  various  articles ; 
among  Gibers,  fome  barrels  of 
brandy  and  rum,  over  which  were 
ten  barrels  of  gunpowder.  The 
crew  confided  of  ,  four  men  ;  one 
was  with  the  horfe  which  drew 
the  boat,  one  in  the  little  cabin, 
in  the  after  part,  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  two,  who  were  on  deck,  took 
it  into  their  heads  to  help  them’ 
felves  to  a  little  fpirits.  They 
bored  a  hole  with  a  gimblet,  by 
miftake,  in  one  of  the  calks  of 
powder,  which  immediately  took 
fire,  and  the  boat  blew  up  with  a 
dreadful  explofion.  The  two  men 
were  inftantly  killed.  One  of 
them  was  blown  to  a  diftance  of 
more  than  fixty  yards,  and  torn 
to  pieces.  Three  ricks  of  hay. 


belonging  to  Mr.  Willan,  were  fet 
fire  to,  and  upwards  of  360  loads 
were  confumed.  The  fhock  was 
dreadful  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
houles  were  agitated  as  though  by 
an  earthquake.  The  man  who  was 
alleep  in  the  cabin  efcaped  almoft 
miraculoully,  unhurt. 

Died.  At  Tiverton, Mrs,  , 

Cowley,  the  authorefs  of  Iir“* 
feveral  well  known  dramatic  and 
poetic  works. 

Mr.  John  Knott,  of  Tar-  , 

vin,  Chefhire,  aged  102. 

At  his  houfe  in  Clipftone-  ^  , 
ftreet,  after  a  lingering  and 
painful  illnefs  of  feveral  months, 
Mr.  Thomas  Holcroft,  author  of 
if  Hugh  Trevor,”  lt  The  Road  to 
Ruin,”  and  a  number  of  other 
works.  He  was  in  his  fixty-firft 
year,  and  his  life  had  been  a  life 
of  literary  labour. 

In  the  Epifcopal  Palace,  a  , 
in  the  Clofe  of  the  Cathe-  2^t  “ 
dral  Church  of  Lichfield,  Mifs 
Anna-  Seward,  the  authorefs  of 
feveral  well  known  poems. 

At  Horsforth,  Yorklhire,  Mary 
Airton,  aged  105  ;  and  on  the 
fame  da}',  Sarah  Dean,  of  the  fame 
place  aged  102. 

At  Brigg,  Lincolnlhire,  John 
johnfon,  aged  106. 

At  Aberguilly,  near  Caermar- 
then,  Mrs.  Diana  Rees,  aged 
102. 

At  Boddewran,  in  the  parifh 
of  Heneglwys,  in  the  county 
of  Anglefea,  Richard  Williams, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  103.  Pie 
had  been  blind  upwards  of  fix 
years,  but  his  fight  was  reftored 
a  fiiort  time  before  his  death,  and 
he  had  alfo  four  new  teeth. 

At  Four  Mile  Burn,  county  of 
Antrim,  Nancy  Alexander,  aged 
%12» 


At 


At  Caflle  Dawfon,  county  of 
Kerry,  Mr.  RichardfoR,  aged  105. 


APRIL. 

An  inquifition  was  taken 
at  Chandler's  Hatch,  near 
Newington,  on  the  remains  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Amelia  Nollings,  who  met 
with  her  death  by  jumping  from 
a  three  pair  of  (fairs  window.  She 
had  from  a  child  been  fubjeCt  to 
romantic  dreams,  and  fcarcciy  a 
night  paffed  but  (lie  walked  in  her 
deep ;  and  had  been  known  to  go 
into  the  garden.  Her  hufhand  be¬ 
came  fo  habituated  to  this  cuftom, 
that  when  he  heard  her  he  would 
call  to  her,  and  die  would  return 
to  bed,  without  recollecting  the 
circumflance  in  the  morning.  In 
this  inftance  he  heard  the  window 
go  up,  and  jumped  out  of  bed  ; 
but  the  poor  woman  was  too  quick 
to  be  faved  :  jfhe  lived  feveral  hours 
in  torture,  and  was  fenlible  to  the 
lad.  She  was  twenty-dx  years  of 
age,  and  has  left  three  children. 
VerdiCt,  Accidental  death. 

2cj  The  following  extraCl  of  a 
letter  from  Bath,  dated  April 
2,  defcribes  fome  of  the  efFeCts 
produced  by  the  panic  lately  ex¬ 
cited  there : — “  A  report  was  circu¬ 
lated,  that  a  certain  infallible  pro¬ 
phet,  or  prophetefs,  had  predicted 
that  an  earthquake  would  be  fe- 
verely  felt  in  Bath  on  Good  Fri¬ 
day  ;  and  that  Mount  Beacon  and 
Beechen  Cliff,  two  immenfe  hills, 
fituated  at  the  northern  and  fou th¬ 
em  extremities  of  the  town,  would 
meet,  and  of  courfe  dedroy  and 
fwallow  up  houfes,  inhabitants, 
pigs,  and  poultry.  Some  affirmed 
that  Joanna  Southcott  was  the  pre¬ 


dictor  ;  others  that  it  was  a  pro¬ 
phet  now  living  at  Midford,  near 
this  city,  who  was  with  Noah  in 
the  ark,  and  has  been  travelling 
over  various  parts  of  the  world 
ever  fince  ;  but  the  greater  part 
affixed  the  name  of  a  female,  for¬ 
tune-teller  redding  at  Bath,  This 
conjurefs,  however,  denied  the 
charge  in  the  Bath  papers.  Thus, 
though  they  could  not  pofitively  fix 
on  any  fpecidc  prophet,  yet  all 
agreed  there  had  been  fuch  a  pre¬ 
diction,  and  thoufands  implicitly 
believed  the  event  would  take 
place.  In  confequence  of  this  re¬ 
port,  hundreds  and  thoufands  ab¬ 
solutely  quitted  Bath ;  old  and 
young,  rich  and  poor,  high  and 
low,  foon  found  out  excufes  for 
leaving  town  fo  fuddenly.  Some 
were  obliged  to  attend  a  lick  re¬ 
lative  at  a  fhort  diftance,  others 
had  an  uncle  or  aunt  dead,  while 
many  more  were  ordered  off  to 
Cheltenham  or  Clifton  by  their 
phyfician ;  and  a  few,  who,  by 
the  bye,  had  previously  ordered 
their  fait  filh  for  Good  Friday's 
dinner  in  Bath,  recolle&ed  that 
they  always  made  it  a  rule  to  dine 
in  the  country  on  that  day,  as  the 
rural  fcenes  tranquillized  the  mind* 
and  they  could  behave  more  de¬ 
voutly  in  a  calm  retired  place,  than 
they  poffibly  could  in  a  noify  po¬ 
pulous  city.  It  is  a  truth,  that 
the  poft.horfes  belonging  to  every 
inn  in  Bath  are  completely  knock¬ 
ed  up  by  this  bufinefs.  A  variety 
of  accounts  concerning  it  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Bath  papers;  but 
none  of  them  have  given  the  origin 
of  the  affair,  which  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  Two  noted  cock- feeders, 
who  live  near  the  before-mention¬ 
ed  famous  hills,  met  by  accident 
fome  time  ago  at  a  public-houfe, 
[X  2}  and 
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and  after  much  heading  on  both 
tides,  a  match  was  made  to  fight 
their  favourite  cocks  on  Good  Fri¬ 
day  ;  but,  fearing  the  magiftrates 
might  interfere,  if  it  became  pub¬ 
lic,  they  named  their  fpirited  ani¬ 
mals  after  their  refpeXive  walks, 
as  they  termed  ir,  and  in  the  agree¬ 
ment  it  was  fpecified  accordingly, 
that  Mount  Beacon  fhould  meet  Bee- 
sben Cliffy p re c i fe  1  y  at  twelve  o'clock 
on  Good  Friday.  This  was  men¬ 
tioned  with  cautions  of  fecrecy  to 
their  fporting  friends ;  and  at  laft 
coming  to  the  ears  of  fame  poor 
credulous  beings,  who  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  intended 
match,  they  took  it  in  its  plain 
fenfe,  and  abfolutely  believed  it  to 
be  a  faX;  and  as  dories  feldom 
lofe  by  being  repeated,  each  one 
added  what  his  fears  or  fancy 
framed,  and  fwelled  the  marvellous 
tale  at  lad  into  the  before  dated 
prodigious  prophecy. — So  much 
for  the  credulity  of  the  enlighten¬ 
ed  inhabitants  at  Bath  in  the  year 
1809/* 

,  This  day  was  buried  Mifs 
3  *  SHuckburgh,  daughter  of  Sir 
Stewkley  Shuckburgh,  baronet,  of 
Shuckburgh  Park,  The  following 
are  the  circumftances  relating  to 
the  very  melancholy  death  of  this 
truly  amiable  and  accomplifhed 
young  lady  Lieutenant  Sharp, 
of  the  Bedforddiire  militia,  with 
the  other  officers  of  that  regiment, 
quartered  at  Davenfry,  frequently 
vifited  at  Shuckburgh  Park,  during 
which  vifits,  Mr.  Sharp  formed 
or  profeffed  to  have  formed  an  at¬ 
tachment  for  Mifs  Shuckburgh.  As 
foon  as  the  baronet  perceived  that 
Mr.  Sharp’s  attentions  to  Mifs 
Shuckburgh  wore  the  appearance  of 
particularity,  he  enquired  into  his 
cha  rafter  and  connexions,  and  find* 


ing  neither  fucli  as  he  approved,, 
he  communicated  the  intelligence 
he  had  received  refpeXing  them  to 
his  daughter,  and  immediately  de- 
fired  Mr.  Sharp  to  difeontinue  his 
vifits  at  the  park,  as  he  would  no 
longer  be  received  there.  Mif$ 
Shuckburgh  alfo  wrote  to  him  to 
the  fame  effeX,  and  defi'red  him  to5 
return  her  letters.-  From  that  mo¬ 
ment  he  feems  to  have  conceived 
the  dreadful  idea  of  deftroying 
her  and  himfelf,  for  his  anfwer  to 
her  was,  e(  You  fiiall  have  you? 
letters  and  I  will  have  revenge — 
revenge  is  fweet ;  and  revenge 
arifing  from  difappointed  love  is 
moll  inveterate. Defeated  in  his 
hopes  of  obtaining  the  objeX  of 
his  wifhes,  he  by  excefiive  drink¬ 
ing  worked  himfelf  up  to  the  high- 
eft  pitch  of  frenzy,  during  which 
he  meditated  the  horrid  deed  which 
he  afterwards  perpetrated.  As  an 
interchange  of  letters  was  to  take 
place,  it  was  agreed  between  them 
that  they  ftiould  be  left  in  a  fum- 
mer-houfe  a  fhort  diftance  from  the 
manfion.  About  half  paft  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  Mifs^ 
Shuckburgh  was  obferved  by  the 
butler  to  go  out  off  the  houfe  with 
a  parcel  of  letters  in  her  handr 
which  excited  his  curiofity  and  in¬ 
duced  him  to  watch  her.  She  went 
towards  the  fummer-houfe,  and  he 
took  a  circuitous  way  to  the  fame 
fpot.  As  foon  as  he  got  to  the  door 
he  heard  two  voices,  and  the  firft 
words  which  he  diftinXIy  heard 
were  thofe  of  Mifs  Shuckburgh, 
faying,  No — no — no,  in  anfwer, 
as  he  fuppofed,  to  a  propofal  of 
elopement.  A  piftol  was  immedi¬ 
ately  fired,  and  one  fell ;  the  but¬ 
ler  was  about  to  open  the  door, 
when  in  the  fpace  ot  two  feconds 
another  piftol  was  fired,  and  the 

other 


CHRONICLE. 


other  fell ;  the  butler  then  alarmed 
■the  family,  and,  on  opening  the 
door,  Mifs  Shuckburgh  and  Mr. 
Sharp  were  found  lifelefs  on  the 
floor.  The  two  letters  of  the  24th 
and  26th  of  March,  addrefled  by 
Mr.  Sharp  to  Mifs  Shackburgh, 
found  unopened  in  the  fummer- 
houfe  after  the  fhocking  event, 
prove  beyond  all  doubt  that  the 
interview  which  ended  in  this  fad 
catadrophe  was  on  Mifs  Shuck- 
burgh’s  part  fortuitous;  that  (he 
had  not  the  lead  expedition  of 
feeing  Mr.  Sharp,  but  went  folely 
for  the  purpofe  of  leaving  the  let¬ 
ters  (he  had  received  from  him,  and 
of  carrying  away  ihofe  (he  had 
written.  They  were  as  follow  : 

“  Friday,  March  24,  2809. 

“.Caroline  !  O  my  beloved  Ca¬ 
roline]  I  can  but  a  (hort  time 
longer  endure  your  cruel  fcorn  ; 
prepare  to  hear  the  word  of  me, 
and  take  care  of  yourfelf.  Oh  ]  by 
heavens!  how  loth  I  am  to  die, 
but  you  compel  me  to  leave  you  ; 
for,  was  ever  the  time  to  come 
when  you  would  have  no  parents 
to  oppofe  your  will,  I  dare  not, 
cannot  think  you  would  make  me 
happy.  I  wifh  once  more  to  read 
your  dear  letters,  and  then,  on  my 
honour,  I  will  bring  them  to  the 
cave  to-morrow  night,  and  (hall 
exped  to  dnd  mine  in  the  fame 
place  on  Sunday  night.  If  you 
love  me,  tell  me  where  you  are 
going  on  Monday  with  Frank  and 
your  dear  father.  Your  profeffions 
of  love  are  as  ardent  as  I  could 
podibly  wifh  ;  would  to  God  that 
your  adions  were  as  convincing ; 
then,  indeed,  I  (hould  be  happy. 
Caroline,  my  fgtte  is  certain ;  I 
am  forry  you  will  not  let  me  live; 
I  am  no  child  in  my  determina¬ 
tion  ;  when  once  fixed,  it  is  ira- 


moveable ;  I  have  no  earthly 
things  to  live  for,  for  you  will 
never  be  mine,  fo  I  will  feek  an¬ 
other  and  a  better  world.  I  can 
now  again  fcarcely  believe  you 
love  me,  as  you  will  not  truft  me 
with  your  fweet  letters,  but  Ifhall 
foon  be  infenfible  to  every  thing  ; 
and  on  my  word  you  may  depend 
on  my  putting  them  at  the  cave 
fome  time  to-morrow  night.  When 
I  am  dead,  read  them  over,  and 
judge  of  my  delight  when  I  re¬ 
ceived  them ;  and  of  my  anguifh 
to  be  obliged  to  give  them  up. 
My  preparations  to  quit  this  world 
take  up  fo  much  of  my  time,  that 
J  cannot  fay  more,  than  God  blefs 
you  !  and  may  he  for  ever  protect 
you  from  the  miferable  awful  end 
of  your  truly  faithful  and  affeo 
donate,  though  wretched, 

“  Philip  A*  ?• 

“  I  implore  and  fupplieate  your 
prayers;  and  mod  fervently  and 
fincerely  will  I  pray,  in  my  laft 
moments,  that  you  may  never  feel 
the  lead  remorfe  of  confcience,  as 
the  caufe  of  my  fuicide,  for  it  was 
in  your  power,  and  your’s  only,  to 
fave  me,  but  you  treat  with  dif- 
dain  all  my  arguments.  Adieu,  fe» 
ever  adieu.  P.  A*  S. 

“  I  came  fo  fully  adored  of 
feeing  you  lad  night,  that  I  was 
not  prepared  to  die,  or  indeed  I 
fliould.  I  acknowledge  you  hav® 
good  grounds  to  treat  my  threat® 
fo  flightly,  but  the  time  will  come 
when  you  may  fee  my  refolution  is 
not  to  be  (haken.  What  would 
have  been  your  feelings  (if  you 
have  any  feelings),  had  you  found 
me  with  my  brains  blown  out  a£ 
the  cave  this  morning,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  would  have  been  the  cafe, 
had  I  not  put  fuch  confidence  in 
your  coming  to  meet  me  i  Oh !  fop 
[X  3]  fliamtp 
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fharae,  Caroline  •  fo  long  as  the 
gentlemen  were  over  their  wine, 
not  to  fpare  me  one  ftiort  moment, 
to  make  my  death  eafy  ;  but  I 
forgive  you,  nor  will  I  repine  at 
my  unhappy  lot.  Had  you  been  my 
brains  {battered  on  the  earth,  you 
could  have  taken  my  letter  from 
my  cold  hand,  and  read  it  with 
compofure,  without  fhedding  a  pi¬ 
tying  tear*  P.  A.  S.” 

Extracts  from  the  letter,  dated 
Sunday  morning,  two  o’clock, 
March  26,  1809. 

**  Now  that  I  have  fettled,  25 
well  as  my  agitated  mind  will  al¬ 
low  me,  all  my  earthly  affairs,  I 
will  de  vote  my  laft  fad  moments 
to  my  ever  and  for  ever  beloved 
Caroline,  provided  the  contents  of 
your  letter,  I  expect  to  find  at  the 
cave,  do  not  compel  me  to  kill 
you,  as  well  as  myfelf,  which  I 
hope  in  heaven  it  will  not.  I  came 
firmly  refolved  to  die ;  I  have  ex¬ 
erted  all  my  energy  to  live ;  but 
without  you  it  cannot  be;  all  my 
religion  and  fortitude  I  had  ufed 
to  poffefs,  has  now  left  me ;  and 
indeed  I  am  a  wretched  mortal ; 
and  yet  I  feel  not  the  leafl  fear  of 
death,  but  can  with  pleafure  and 
compofure  quit  this  life,  for  it  is 
ampoffible  I  can  fuffer  more;  and 
sf  y  ou  doubt  me  Hill,  which  I  (hall 
believe  you  do,  if  you  fay  one 
other  word  about  your  letters,  I 
think  I  {hall  be  tempted  to  take 
you  with  me,  to  that  other  and 
that  better  world  you  talk  fo 
much  about;  where  we  (hall  be 
united,  never,  never  to  part ;  then 
indeed,  we  {hall  enjoy  that  blifs 
your  cruel  parents  deny  us  here  ; 
but  I  fervently  hope  your  letter 
will  be  kind,  and  give  me  another 
foJemn  vow  never  to  be  another’s, 


then  I  can  die  alone  and  contented  ; 
but  if  you  give  me  room  tofufpcbf 
that  you  will  ever  become  any 
one’s  wife  but  mine,  the  thought 
will  be  certain  death.” 

“  I  arn  contented  to  die,  and 
fervently  do  I  hope  you  may  be 
able  to  live,  and  live  happy,  and 
fometimes  think  of  me,  I  have 
from  my  heart  and  foul  forgiven 
all  who  have  injured  me,  and  hope 
they  will  grant  me  their  forgive- 
nefs.  I  feel  not  the  lead  refentment 
again  ft  any  one,  and  I  feel  I  can  die 
happy.” 

A  Qiort  note,  containing  only 
the  following  expreftions,  was  found 
in  Mr,  Sharp’s  pocket,  after  his 
death  :  —  <(  Caroline,  Caroline, 
fliame,  ftiame  upon  you;  not  one 
kind  line  at  parting  ;  cruel,  cruel 
girl,  adieu  for  ever!”  But  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  on  feeing  her  come 
at  a  diftance,  he  haftily  thru  ft  it 
into  his  pocket,  and  wrote  in  pen¬ 
cil  the  following  words,  which 
were  found  lying  in  the  room  * 
(t  I  cannot  live,  and  feared  I 
fhould  not  have  had  refoiution.  I 
fnall  do  it  with  more  compofure 
than  I  could  pofiibly  have  expell¬ 
ed.” 

The  letters  written  to  Mifs 
Shuckburgh  were  fcattered  about 
the  room  ;  thofe  written  by  her 
were  fealed  up  under  cover,  di¬ 
rected  to  Sir  Stewkley  Shuckburgh, 
and  placed  in  a  cupboard  in  the 
fummer-houfe.  The  piftol  with 
which  Mr.  Sharp  {hot  Mifs  Shuck¬ 
burgh,  he  threw  to  the  oppofite 
end  of  the  room  :  that  with  which 
he  deftroyed  himfelf  lay  clofe  by 
his  right  hand  :  he  had  two  other 
loaded  piftols,  one  in  his  pocket, 
and  the  other  was  placed  by  the 
letters  in  the  cupboard ;  he  had 
alfo  fix  bullets  in  his  pocket.  The 
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coroner's  inqueft  was  held  the  next 
day,  and  a  verdid  was  returned  of 
lunacy  refpeding  Mr.  Sharp,  and 
that  Mifs  Shuck  burgh  died  by  his 
hand.  She  was  not  at  all  disfigured 
by  the  (hot,  there  being  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  it  but  the  fraall  perforation 
where  the  bullet  penetrated,  which 
was  on  the  left  fide  of  her  head. 
A  more  angelic  corpfe  was  never 
feen,  as  in  life,  fo  in  death,  her 
countenance  exhibited  a  fmile  of 
complacency.  Her  remains  were 
interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Shuekburgh.  The  amiable  and 
virtuous  life  of  this  young  lady, 
is  the  only  fource  of  confolation 
which  her  diftreffed  family  and 
friends  have  under  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  moft  aftlidive  occurrence. 

i  Between  one  and  two  this 
^  *  afternoon,  the  town  of  Hor- 
fham  was  vifited  by  a  mod  alarm¬ 
ing  florin.  It  ran  in  a  S.  W.  di¬ 
rection,  with  a  thick  and  gloomy 
atmofphere,  and  after  many  awful 
flafhes  of  lightning,  and  tremen¬ 
dous  explofions,  produced  hail  with 
a  degree  of  violence  that  dealt  de- 
ftrudion  to  the  windows  and  to 
the  cucumber  glaffes  in  the  gar¬ 
dens.  The  hail  ftones  were  from 
two  to  three  inches  in  circumfer¬ 
ence,  and,  from  their  uneven  for¬ 
mation,  appeared  like  detached 
and  rugged  pieces  of  ice,  covering 
the  flreet  nearly  fhoe  deep ;  and, 
melting  quickly,  many  houfes,  for 
a  fhort  time,  were  flooded. 

*  As  fome  children  were 
'  *  playing  at  Letcombe  Regis, 

Berks,  they  put  their  heads  through 
a  gate,  to  imitate  the  oxen  plough¬ 
ing  with  a  yoke,  when  it  fell  ofF 
its  hinges,  and  diflocated  the  neck 
of  a  fine  boy,  about  eight  years 
old,  who  died  inftantly,  and  fe- 
vereiy  hurt  another. 
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A  fihgular  accident  hap-  . 
pened  a  few  days  fince  in  10  1# 
Covent. garden  market.  The 

driver  of  a  country  cart,  who  had 
been  wantonly  beating  his  horfe, 
was  in  the  ad  of  cutting  the  ani¬ 
mal  with  a  coach  whip,  when  the 
lafti  caught  him  round  the  neck, 
and  the  fhock  locked  his  jaw.  In 
this  fituation  he  was  conveyed  to 
a  furgeon  for  affiftance,  and  his 
jaw  was  unlocked ;  but  it  locked 
again  the  fame  night,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  dangerous  flate  till  Sun¬ 
day,  when  he  expired. 

At  the  latter  end  of  laft  ^  , 

month  Mount  Etna  butft  *2t  ‘* 
out  in  a  moil  tremendous  manner.. 
The  fir  ft  great  eruption  was  from 
the  very  top.  Twelve  new  craters 
opened  fnortly  afterwards,  about 
half  way  down  the  mountain,  and 
have  continued  to  throw  out  rivers 
of  burning  lava  ever  fince.  Seve¬ 
ral  eftates  have  been  covered  with 
the  lava  thirty  or  forty  feet  deep. 

Ruffia. — -The  following  afFeding 
circurnftance  is  ftated  in  an  article 
from  Peterfburgh  laft  month 
((  Three  perfons,  who  had  beat 
banifhed  to  Siberia,  (a  country, 
the  name  alone  of  which  infpires 
terror  throughout  all  Ruffia,)  were 
obliged  to  gain  a  fiihfiftence  by 
hunting.  In  this  purfuit  they  were 
one  day  led  fo  far  as  to  be  unable 
to  regain  their  road,  or  to  find 
any  veftige  of  human  habitation. 
Overcome  by  fatigue,  and  exhauft- 
ed  by  hunger,  they  were  at  length 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  eafting 
lots,  in  order  that  he  upon  whom 
it  ftiould  fall,  might  ferve  to  fup- 
port  the  lives  of  the  others.  To 
aggravate  their  diftrefs,  thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  perfons  were  a  father, 
his  fon,  and  his  nephew.  This 
laft  was  the  firft  vidim;  the  fit- 
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ther  next  immolated  himself  to 
prolong  the  life  of  his  only  fon, 
who  ultimately  owed  his  preferva- 
tion  to  a  hunter,  whom  chance 
conducted  to  the  fpot.  On  his 
return,  he  related  the  particulars 
of  this  melancholy  affair  j  and  the 
government  of  Siberia,  not  daring 
to  punifh  what  was  produced  by 
the  mod  urgent  neceffity  alone, 
has  fent  the  criminal  with  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  affair  to  St,  Peters- 
burgh, 

,  Ingenious  Invention. — On 
*  Tuefday,  Lieut.  Brown,  of 
the  royal  navy,  eroded  the 
Thames,  and  paffed  through  one 
of  the  arches  of  Weftminfter- 
bridge,  in  the  prefence  of  fome 
thoufand  fpectators,  in  a  canvas 
bateau,  invented  by  Colonel 
Brown,  of  St.  Vincent's,  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  with  thirty  per-? 
fons. 

This  military  bateau  is  made 
of  prepared  canvas,  fo  as  to  be  im¬ 
pervious  to  water. 

The  bateau  is  feventeen  feet 
long,  five  feet  wide,  and  three 
deep,  and  when  loaded  with  thirty 
perfons,  only  draws  three  inches 
water.  It  is  capable  of  convey¬ 
ing  ioo  foldiers,  with  their  arms, 
accoutrements,  and  baggage,  acrofs 
the  wide  ft  river,  provided  they 
lie  down,  and  fifty  if  fitting. 

This  bateau  weighs  only  fixty 
pounds,  and  can  be  fitted  up  and 
taken  to  pieces  in  three  minutes, 
fo  that  it  forms  an  eafy  load  for  a 
man  on  a  march. 

Two  lafhed  together  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  conveying  the  heavieft  piece 
of  ordnance ;  and  a  number  con¬ 
nected  together  form  a  bridge  for 
the  paffage  of  cavalry. 

This  invention  of  Colonel 
Brown's  has  been  highly  approved 


of  by  the  Duke  of  York,  Lord 
Moira,  Lord  Mulgrave,  Lord 
Chatham,  and  Sir  Arthur  Wei* 
lefley.  The  colonel,  we  under- 
ftand,  is  fitting  up  one  of  his 
bateau's  with  two  fix-pounders, 
one  in  the  head,  and  the  other  in 
the  flern. 

State  of  the  Woollen  Manuf allure, 
from  the  2$th  of  March ,  18083 
to  the  2$th  of  March ,  1 809, 

NARROW  CLOTHS, 

Milled  this  year  1 44, 524raaking5, 309,007 
Laft  year. ..,..161,816  5,961,253 


Decreafed . . .  *  17,192  622,^16 

BROAD  CLOTHS. 

Milled  this  year  279,859  9,050,970 

Laft  year . 262,024  8,422,143 

Increafe  ... , . »  17,835  628,827 

. . .  622,246 

Total  increafe  in  yards  6,581 

The  increafe  of  628,827  yards 
in  broad  cloths,  ought  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  remarked  to  thofe  who 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  minur 
tiae  of  the  manufacture,  as  being 
at  leaft  in  a  double  proportion  to 
the  decreafe  in  the  jiarrovos. 

Court  of  King's  Bench. — Right  of 
Gauging  in  the  London  Docks.— 
Tbs  City  of  London  v.  the  Lonr 
don  Dock  Compajiy. 

This  day  a  trial  at  bar  was  had 
before  Lord  Ellenborough,  Sir 
Na(h  Grofe,  Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc, 
and  Sir  John  Bailey,  to  afeertain 
the  right  of  gauging  wines,  oils, 
and  other  gaugable  matters  in  the 
London  docks.  The  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  claim  that  right  exclufively  to 
themfelves,  by  virtue  of  a  charter 
granted  to  them  in  the  10th  year 
of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  which 
charter  the  London  dock  company 
infill  was  confined  to  the  city  of 
London,  and  not  co-extenfive  with 
the  fite  on  which  the  London 
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docks  are  built.  The  emoluments 
derived  from  the  exercife  of  the 
right  contended  for,  now  amount 
to  70,000/.  annually.  At  the 
time  of  the  grant  they  did  not 
exceed  7000/. 

The  attorney-general,  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  fuit  for  the  city  of 
London  (affifted  by  Mr.  Garrow, 
the  recorder,  common  ferjeant, 
and  MefTrs.  Dampier  and  Watfon), 
addrefled  the  jury  at  confiaerable 
length.  He  admitted  the  words 
of  the  charter  were  infra  ci=vita- 
turoy  and  thereby  granting  the 
right  of  gauging  all  gaugeable 
matters  within  the  city;  but  he 
would  contend,  that  by  thofe 
words  the  city  and  its  liberties 
were  comprehended,  and  that  the 
right  was  not  confined  within  the 
walls  of  the  city.  As  a  proof  of 
that  faCt,  the  lord  mayor,  who 
was  the  city  gauger,  was  obliged 
to  render  an  account,  upon  oath, 
into  the  exchequer,  of  the  moiety 
of  all  forfeitures  accruing  in  the 
gauging  of  wine,  oil,  and  all 
gaugeable  matters,  ^  within  the 
city  of  London  and  the  liberties 
thereof.  ”  The  next  queftion 
would  be,  whether  the  London 
docks  were  fituated  within  the 
liberties  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  that  they  were,  he  faid,  he 
fhould  prove  by  innumerable  wit- 
nefies.  Indeed,  the  confervancy 
of  the  river  Thames,  the  right  of 
metage,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
port  of  London,  were  all  liberties 
of  the  city,  and  extended  over 
and  much  beyond  the  place  in 
queftion.  But  he  fhould  alfo  fhow, 
that  the  right  contended  for,  had 
been  uniformly  exercifed^  for  up¬ 
wards  of  300  years,  on  both  Tides 
the  river,  from  Blac&wall  upl? 


wards,  and  that  the  law  and  the 
praClice  were  in  his  favour. 

The  documentary  evidence  was 
then  read,  and  a  hoft  of  witneffes 
were  called  to  prove,  that  the 
city  gauger  had  uniformly  exer- 
cifed  his  office  on  both  Tides  the 
river  Thames,  as  low  as  Black- 
wall,  and  near  and  about  the  fpot 
in  queftion,  from  time  immemo- 
rial. 

The  defence  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Beft,  affifted  by 
MefTrs.  Park,  Holroyd,  and  Bo. 
fanquet.  The  learned  ferjeant,  in 
his  fpeech  to  the  jury,  faid,  the 
attorney-general  had  left  him 
very  little  to  contend  againft,  as 
it  was  a  mere  queftion  as  to  the 
conftru&ion  of  the  charter.  The 
words  of  that  charter  were,  to 
exercife  the  right  of  gauging  all 
wine,  oil,  See.  within  the  city ; 
now  if  that  was  confidered,  even 
as  applying  and  extending  to  the 
liberties  of  the  city,  it  muft  mean 
to  thofe  defined  liberties  without 
the  bars,  and  not  be  confidered  as 
wandering  from  one  extremity  of 
the  river  Thames  to  the  other. 
The  fact  was,  that  that  right  was 
originally  exercifed  only  on  the 
quays  and  wharfs  within  the  city, 
but  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  country  increafmg,  and  the 
population  growing  more  nume¬ 
rous,  other  quays  and  wharfs 
were  ere&ed,  and,  for  convenience 
fake,  the  city  gauger  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  merchant ;  and 
hence  he  wandered  on  both  Tides 
the  river  Thames  in  all  directions; 
but  he  did  not  do  that  of  his  own 
right,  or  by  virtue  of  the  charter 
in  queftion.  The  learned  ferjeant 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  the 
London  docks  were  not  within 
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the  defined  liberties  of  the  city  of 
London,  and,  confequently,  the 
company  had  a  right  to  employ 
their  own  gauger. 

Lord  Ellenborough  agreed  with 
the  learned  ferjeant,  that  it  was  a 
queftion  of  conftruilion  as  to  the 
words  in  the  charter,  and  he  was 
of  opinion  they  did  not  bear 
the  meaning  put  upon  them  by  the 
attorney-general,  or  that  the  right 
was  co-extenfive  with  the  London 
docks.  x 

The  jury  found  a  verdidl  for 
the  defendant,  and  the  city  of 
London  lofe  the  right  contended 
for. 

Bath. —Seldom,  at  this  feafon 
f.  ,  of  the  year,  has  fo  heavy 
2  f  *  a  fall  of  fnow  been  feen  in 
this  climate,  as  that  which  we 
experienced  on  Friday  laft.  The 
ftorm  was  inceffant,  for  nearly 
eighteen  hours,  and  the  ground 
was  covered,  upon  an  average, 
to  the  depth  of  fixteen  inches. 
In  this  neighbourhood  trees  of 
very  confiderable  fize  were  bent 
double,  and  Gripped  of  their 
branches,  by  the  weight  of  fnow, 
and  material  injury  has  been  done 
to  the  orchards.  Friday  evening, 
a  boy  was  found  fmothered  in  the 
fnow,  near  the  Red  Poll. 

Court-  of  King’s  Bench . — The 
King  v.  Alexander  Davifon ,  efq. — 
The  defendant  was  brought  up, 
and  received  the  fentence  of  the 
court. 

Mr.  Juftice  Grofe,  in  palling  it, 
read  the  particulars  of  the  in¬ 
formation,  and  commented  upon 
the  fads  which  were  proved  at  the 
trial.  He  told  the  defendant, 
that  he,  being  employed  to  check 
the  perfons  who  fupplied  llores  for 
government,  had  fecretly  become 


himfelf  one  of  thofe  fuppliers  over 
whom  he  was  to  be  a  check.  By 
this  means  he  was  paid  for  check¬ 
ing  what  it  was  his  intereft  not 
to  check.  But  he  had  fecretly 
become  this  fupplier  ;  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  the  money  he  had  gained, 
by  this  abufe  of  his  trull,  through 
the  help  of  falfe  vouchers  ;  which, 
if  they  amounted  not  to  a  for¬ 
gery,  approached  very  near  to  the 
crime  of  obtaining  money  under 
falfe  pretences.  The  defendant 
had,  the  learned  judge  remarked, 
paid  into  the  exchequer,  the  fum 
of  18,882/.  13$.  1  d.  as  the  com- 
miffion  which  he  had  thus  ob¬ 
tained  upon  the  goods  he_  himfelf 
fupplied ;  and  this  was  fome  atone¬ 
ment  for  his  crime  :  but  it  was 
not  the  only  punilhment  with 
which  the  government  and  people, 
burthened  as  the  latter  were  by 
the  increafe  of  taxes,  could  reft 
fatisfied.  The  court,  therefore, 
fenteneed  him  to  be  imprifoned  in 
his  Majefty’s  gaol  of  Newgate 
for  twenty-one  calendar  months. 

This  term,  added  to  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  imprifonment  lince  his  trial, 
will  make  the  whole  two  years. 

Died. — At  Wafhington  Wood, 
Sarah  Hudfon,  aged  104. 

At  Sherborne,  Dorfetfhire,  John 
Mitchell,  aged  103. 

At  Egerlougher,  in  Ireland, 
aged  1 13,  Anne  Long. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stevens*  aged  102. 

In  Craig’s  Court,  Dr.  , 
David  Pitcairn,  an  emi-  1 ' 
nent  Phylician. 


MAY. 

Longevity.— In  the  retired  * 
parilh  of  Llanbedr,  in  the  Ille 
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oi  Anglefea,  there  is  now  living 
a  woman  of  the  name  of  Wini¬ 
fred  Rees,  who  has  attained  the 
patriarchal  age  of  119  years,  and 
nearly  feven  months  ;  fhe  enjoys 
the  undifturbed  leafe  of  a  cottage, 
in  which  the  has  refided  105 
years®  -She  is  bleffed  with  the 
perfect  ufe  of  all  her  mental  fa¬ 
culties,  her  eyes  being  as  good  as 
they  were  when  (lie  was  in  her 
fiftieth  year,  and,  ftrange  as  it 
may  feem,  has  fcarcely  a  grey 
hair  on  her  head.- — On  the  27th 
of  March  laft,  (he  walked  the 
diftance  of  eight  miles,  and  back 
again  to  a  relation’s  cottage, 
bringing  home  with  her  a  parcel, 
weighing  upwards  of  twenty-two 
pounds. 

An  experiment,  exciting  much 
intereft,  was  tried  at  Woolwich 
this  day,  the  invention  of  Captain 
Manby,  harrack-mafter  of  Yar¬ 
mouth,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting 
a  communication  with  veftels 
ftranded  on  a  lee-fhore,  to  fave 
their  crews  in  the  darkeft  night. 
Three  requifites  were  necefifary  to 
effed  this  important  objed,  firft, 
to  difcover  precifely  where  the 
wrecked  vefiel  was,  if  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  crew  to  point 
out  her  diftrefiing  fituation  by 
luminous  fignals  ;  fecondly,  to 
lay  the  piece  of  artillery  with  ac¬ 
curacy  for  the  object ;  thirdly,  to 
make  the  flight  of  a  rope  per¬ 
fectly  difcernable  to  thofe  on 
fhore,  and  to  thofe  for  whofe 
fafety  it  was  intended.  A  fmall 
mortar,  firing  a  paper-ball  high 
into  the  air,  at  a  certain  calcu¬ 
lated  diftance  it  was  exploded, 
difengaged  a  fhower  of  large  balls 
of  fire,  that  kept  a  luminous  fall, 
nearly  to  the.  horizon,  where  the 
vefiel  was  fuppofed  to  be  feen, 
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and  a  Hand,  having  two  perpen¬ 
diculars  in  it,  was  pointed  to  the 
objed ;  the  ifand  fuppofing  to 
have  afcertained  the  dired  po- 
fition  of  the  wrecked  vefiel,  the 
mortar  was  to  be  placed  behind 
it,  direded  to  the  line  of  the  two 
perpendiculars,  and  the  rope  re¬ 
gularly  laid  on  the  ground  in  its 
front  5  the  mortar  being  loaded 
with  a  fiiell,  having  three  large 
fufes,  or  rather  rockets  in  it, 
which,  when  fired,  carried  the 
rope,  furrounded  by  fuch  an  im- 
menfe  blaze  of  light  that  could 
fcarcely  be  conceived.  All  be¬ 
fore  whom  the  experiment  was 
made,  congratulated  the  inventor, 
and  expreffed  their  convidion  of 
its  utility. 

Our  readers  will  recoiled  the 
cafe  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Stone, 
who,  after  many  hearings  in  the 
confiftory-court,  refufing  to  re¬ 
voke  his  opinions,  was  deemed 
to  have  forfeited  his  living,  and 
was  adjudged  to  be  deprived  of 
it.  Againft  this  fentence  he  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  court  of  arches  ;  and 
the  cafe  having  been  argued  be¬ 
fore  Sir  John  Nicholls,  he,  this 
day,  took  a  review  of  the  whole 
proceedings,  and  ftated,  that  this 
appeal  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Stone,  on  the  grounds,  as  ftated 
by  him  in  his  defence,  “  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  ad  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  on  which  he  had  been 
convided,  and  fuppofed  he  was  at 
liberty  to  preach  agreeably  to  the 
convidion  of  his  own  confcience ; 
but  that  as  the  ad  above  alluded 
to,  and  the  confiftorial  court,  ad¬ 
judged  to  the  contrary,  he  was 
ready  and  whiling  to  declare,  that 
he  would  never  offend  in  the 
fame  way.”— i(  This/’  faid  Sir 
John  Nicholls,  (f is  no  recanta¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  the  doctrines  preached,  but 
merely  an  affertion  that  he  will 
cot  offend  again  in  the  fame  way  ; 
by  which  he  may  mean,  that  he 
will  not  preach  at  all,  or  that 
he  will  not  preach  another  vifita- 
tion-fermon  ;  fo  that  he  may  re¬ 
tain  the  fame  errors  with  his 
living,  if  he  be  allowed  to  hold 
it***  Sir  John  faw  no  grounds 
for  reverling  the  former  judgment ; 
but  declared  it  to  be  affirmed, 
refer ved  the  decifion  as  to  the 
eofts,  as  he  underftood  a  petition 
had  been  prefen  ted  to  remit  them, 
and  as  the  crown  lawyers  might 
not  be  difpofed  to  urge  them. 

A  fubfcription  is  opened  with  a 
view  of  purchafmg  an  annuity  for 
Mr.  Stone,  who,  it  is  believed,  is 
left  almoft  deftitute,  and  has  a 
large  family  depending  on  him, 

,  This  night,  a  great  part 

^  *  of  the  cliff-land,  in  the  Ifle 

of  Sheppy,  about  500  feet  in 
length,  and  150  feet  in  breadth* 
gave  way,  and  funk  into  a  yalley, 
carrying  with  it  part  of  the 
dwelling-houfe,  cow-houfe,  and 
other  out-houfes  adjoining,  called 
Rugfby-hole. 

r  Court  of  King’s  Bench.-?* 

'  *  Saturday  morning,  George 

Beaumont,  printer  of  the  Sunday 
cewfpaper,  entitled  the  Britijh 
Guardian ,  was  fentenced  by  Mr. 
juftice  Grofe  to  two  years  im- 
prifonment  in  Newgate,  to  pay  a 
fine  of  50/.  and  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term  to  give  fccurity  to 
the  amount  of  500/.  for  his  good 
behaviour.  The  prifoner  was 
fome  time  fince  convicted  of  a 
libel  upon  his  Majefty,  in  a  letter 
inferred  in  the  aforefaid  paper, 
figned  u  Tiberius  Gracchus/ * 

In  this  letter,  after  fpeaking  of 
the  battle  of  Viraiera,  and  praif- 


ing  the  valour  of  the  army  and 
navy,  the  writer  regretted  that  fo 
much  valour  fhould  be  mifypplied, 
and  attributed  the  difafters  of  his 
Majefty’s  long  reign,  to  a  fecret 
influence  behind  the  throne.  He 
infinuated,  alfo,  that  there  might 
be  a  limit  to  the  patience  and  fub- 
miffion  of  the  people. 

While  the  inhabitants  , 
of  Poole  were  affembled  in  10t 
the  town-hall,  to  conflder  of  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wardle, 
the  floor  gave  way,  and  upwards 
of  2000  of  them  were  precipitated, 
with  great  violence,  upwards  of 
twenty  feet,  by  which  feveral  had 
their  limbs  broken.  No  lives 
were  loft.  To  add  to  the  catas¬ 
trophe,  the  market  had  been  held 
the  previous  day,  and  the  fham. 
blee  underneath  not  being  re. 
moved,  numbers  were  dreadfully 
lacerated,  by  falling  on  the 
fiooks. 

Court  of  Exchequer, —  , 

Game  Laws. — T he  King  1 1  * 
v.  Proffer. — Mr.  Baron  Graham 
read  the  notes  which  he  had  taken 
of  this  cafe  when  it  was  tried  be¬ 
fore  him,  at  the  la  ft  Gloucefter 
affixes.  The  aftion  had  been 
brought  at  the  inftance  of  Sir 
— —  Wathen,  a  gentleman  who, 
it  appeared,  was  diftinguifhed  in 
his  neighbourhood,  for  a  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  game  laws. 

A  Mr.  Hawkins,  who  was  by 
law  qualified,  refolved  to  treat  the 
people  in  that  neighbourhood  with 
a  few  hares.  He  collected  all  the 
dogs  he  could  find  in  that  quarter, 
and  killed  nineteen  hares  in  one 
day. — Among  the  dogs  borrowed^ 
was  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jack! 
fon,  which  had  been  kept  by  the 
defendant  Proffer^  the  penant  of 
Mr,  Jaekfqp, 

Proffer^ 
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Prbffer,  at  the  requeft  of  Haw¬ 
kins,  went  out  with  the  dog*  arid 
took  an  aftive  part  in  the  fport ; 
in  confequence  of  which  a  pro- 
fecution  was  commenced  againft 
him,  under  the  ftatute  of  Anne, 
for  ufing  a  dog  for  the  deftruftion 
of  game  without  having  been 
qualified  by  law*  The  jury  found 
for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Abbott  moved  in  the  ex* 
chequer  for  a  new  trial,  and  men¬ 
tioned  a  niji  prim  cafe,  tried  at 
Stafford,  before  Mr.  Juft  ice  Law* 
rence,  in  which  that  very  learned 
and  accurate  judge  laid  it  down, 
that  whofoever  accompanied  a 
qualified  man  in  the  chace,  and 
took  a  (bare  in  the  fport,  was 
liable  to  the  penalty  under  the 
aft,  unlefs  himfelf  qualified,  ex¬ 
cepting  fervants  hired  pro  hac 
vice* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Williams  alfo  fup- 
ported  this  fide  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Dauncey,  on  the  other 
hand,  contended,  that  fuch  a  doc¬ 
trine  would  lead  to  the  moft  mon- 
ftrous  confequences.  A  man  go¬ 
ing  to  the  opera,  might,  upon  this 
principle,  be  faid  to  ufe  a  fiddle- 
ftick,  becaufe  he  partook  of  the 
amufement.  Every  one  who  ap¬ 
plauded  at  Newmarket,  might  be 
faid  to  keep  a  race-horfe,  and  the 
ladies  of  Portman-fquare,  who 
waved  their  handkerchiefs  in  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  worthies  of  the 
whip. club,  might  be  confidered  as 
members  of  that  fapient  fociety. — 
Mr.  Dauncey  alfo  relied  upon  the 
cafe  of  the  King  v.  Newman, 
where  Lord  Mansfield  had  dif- 
approved  of  the  conduft  of  a  ma- 
giftrate  who  had  convifted  two 
men  for  having  attended  a  qualified 
man  at  a  hunt. 

Mr.  Abbott  flated,  that  the 


cafe  mentioned  had  been  reported 
by  Mr.  Loftt,  who  had  frnce  be** 
taken  himfelf  to  the  writing  of 
poetry,  &c.  It  fo  happened,  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  poetry 
in  his  profe  reports  of  law  cafes, 
and,  therefore,  the  accuracy  of  his 
reports  had  feldom  been  much  re¬ 
lied  on* 

The  lord  chief  baron  obferved, 
that  before  he  affirmed  or  denied 
the  doftrine  laid  dowR  by  Mr. 
Juftice  Lawrence,  he  fhould  wifh 
to  have  it  very  fully  confidered. 
fti  the  prefen t  cafe  there  was  no 
occafion  for  that :  befides  it  came 
within  the  exceptions  univerfally 
allowed.  Proffer  had  gone  out, 
not  for  his  own  pleafure,  but  as 
the  fervant,  pro  hac  vice,  of  Mr. 
Hawkins.  The  verdift,  there¬ 
fore,  was  unqueftionably  right’ 

The  other  judges  concurred  in 
this  opinion,  and  the  rule  which 
had  been  obtained  on  a  former 
day,  by  Mr.  Abbott,  for  a  new- 
trial,  was  accordingly  difcharged. 

ones  v*  Jones . — This 
was  a  cafe  of  confiderable 
public  intereft,  and  eftabliihed  the 
faft,  of  landlords  and  innkeepers 
being  anfvvcrable,  for  the  property 
of  their  cuftomers,  while  under 
their  roof.  It  was  an  aft  ion  tried 
at  the  laft  Hereford  affizes,  before 
Mr.  Baron  Wood,  t lie  jafts  of 
which  were  as  follows  : — The 
plaintiff  had  a  rider  in  his  em¬ 
ploy,,  named  Evan  Jones,  who  left 
London  in  December  laft,  and  in 
five  days  after  arrived  at  an  inn 
at  Wrexham,  in  Denbighfhire, 
kept  by  the  defendant.  The  inn 
being  full,  the  rider  was  obliged 
to  fleep  in  a  three-bedded  room, 
two  ot  which  were  occupied  by 
the  defendant's  own  family.  The 
rider  fwore  at  the  trial,  that  on 
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the  morning  of  his  arrival  at 
Wrexham,  he  had  a  pocket-book, 
containing  400/.  in  bank-notes  ; 
that  meeting  with  feveral  of  his 
Welch  friends,  he  drank  freely, 
but  was  not  intoxicated.  On  go¬ 
ing  to-bed  at  night,  he  recollected 
placing  his  waiftcoat  in  a  chair  by 
his  bed-fide,  and  the  pocket-book 
was  fafe.  When  he  awoke  the 
next  morning,  his  cloaths  were 
there,  but  his  pocket-book  was 
gone  $  upon  which  he  roufed  the 
whole  family,  declared  his  lofs, 
and  all  joined  in  fearching  the 
bed-chamber  ;  but  the  pocket- 
book  could  no  where  be  found.*— 
The  defendant  and  his  wife  ap¬ 
peared  extremely  anxious  that  the 
pocket-book  Ihould  be  found,  and 
actually  fent  for  a  amicable  to 
affift  in  the  fearch.  In  anfwer  to 
this,  the  defendant  brought  ail  his 
fervants  and  children  to  prove, 
that  they  never  faw  the  pocket- 
book  ;  and  the  judge  furnmed  up 
in  favour  of  the  defendant,  ob- 
ferving,  that  it  was  a  very  hard 
law  againft  innkeepers,  who  were 
made  liable  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
goods  of  their  guefts  ;  and  unlefs 
the  jury  were  fatisfied  of  the 
evidence  of  the  rider,  they  would 
find  for  the  defendant. — The  jury, 
however,  confulted  together  for 
fome  time,  and  found  a  verdiCt  for 
the  plain  tiff. —Damages  400/. 

Mr.  Jervis  came  to  court  this 
term,  and  obtained  a  rule  to  Ihow 
caufe  why  the  verdiCt  Ihould  not 
be  fet  afide,  and  a  new  trial  had ; 
that  verdiCt  being  againft  the  di¬ 
rections  of  the  judge.  This  day 
the  cafe  came  to  be  fully  argued 
and  fince  the  court  granted  the 
conditional  rule,  the  following 
extraordinary  faCt  had  come  to 
light.  The  defendant  had  fallen 


into  diftrefs,  his  goods  were  feized 
in  execution,  and  a  public  fale 
advertifed  cn  the  29th  ult.  ;  on 
which  day  the  auctioneer,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  perfons  aftembled,  put 
up  for  fale  a  bed  and  mattrefles, 
remarking,  that  it  was  the  fame 
in  which  the  young  man  had  fiept 
who  loft  the  400/.  The  lot  was 
purchafed  by  a  perfon,  who  joined 
in  making  an  affidavit  of  the  faft  ; 
and,  to  his  aftonilhment  and  fur- 
prife,  between  the  two  old  mat- 
treftes,  which  were  under  the 
feather-bed,  the  loft  pocket-book 
was  difcovered,  and  the  400/.  in 
notes  within  it. — Upon  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  that  faCt,  Mr.  Jervis  fug- 
gelled,  if  a  new  trial  was  not 
granted,  that  a  Jiet  proceffus  Ihould 
be  awarded,  and  the  defendant 
fpared  from  payment  of  the  colts. 
Mr.  Jervis  added,  that  the  defen¬ 
dant  was  molt  interefted  for  his 
chara&er,  which  had  fuffered  by 
the  verdift  ;  and  he  contended, 
that  the  rider,  having  gone  to-bed 
intoxicated,  might,  by  the  cun¬ 
ning  fome  men  pofleffed  in  their 
intoxication,  have  hid  the  book 
between  the  mattrefles,  and  the 
next  morning  loft  all  recolleClion 
of  the  fad. 

The  chief  baron  admitted,  that 
it  was  a  fort  of  aClion  which  re¬ 
quired  as  much  ftriCtnefs  in  proof 
as  a  trial  for  felony  ;  and  thac  the 
imprudent  conduCt  of  the  rider 
laid  him  open  to  a  fevere  crofs- 
examination ;  but  the  jury  be¬ 
lieving  his  teftimony,  had  come 
to  a  right  conclufion.  — The  fub- 
fequent  finding  of  the  pocket- 
book  was  a  decifive  confirmation 
of  his  ftory ;  and  though  he  did 
not  mean  to  attach  fufpicion  to 
the  defendant  or  his  wife,  yet  he 
might  have  dilhoneft  people  about 

him  5 
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him ;  2nd  he  could  not  believe 
the  pocket-book  was  between  the 
mattreffes  on  the  morning  of  the 
fearch.  He  rather  believed,  from 
the  noife  the  circumftance  had 
occafioned  in  the  country,  the 
party  who  took  the  pocket-book 
was  apprehenfive  it  could  not  be 
got  rid  of  without  detection,  and 
had,  therefore,  placed  it  between 
the  mattreffes  previous  to  the 
fale.  Upon  the  whole,  he  faw  no 
grounds  for  difturbing  the  verdift, 
or  for  granting  a  ffet  proceffus . 

The  other  judges  concurred  in 
opinion,  and  the  rule  for  a  new 
trial  was  difcharged. 

,  Sheriff’s  Court." — C  rim. 

!  2t“-  Con.—Wellejley,  E/j.  v. 
Lord  Paget . — In  this  cafe,  the 
plaintiff  having  brought  his  ac¬ 
tion  for  damages  agairift  the  noble 
lord,  the  defendant  fuffered  judg¬ 
ment  by  default,  thereby  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  adulterous  intercourfe; 
and  this  day  a  jury  was  impan- 
nelled  before  Mr.  Burchell,  the 
fherifF,  to  affefs  the  damages. 

Mr.  Garrow,  with  great  elo¬ 
quence  and  feeling,  depicted  the 
previous  Hate  of  happinefs  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  plaintiff  and  his 
wife,  and  recounted  the  numerous 
offspring,  the  fruit  of  their  con¬ 
nubial  intercourfe.  He  then  drew 
an  afflifting  pidure  of  the  mental 
diftrefs  into  which  the  inconti¬ 
nence  of  his  lady  had  plunged 
him.  Nor  was  he  lefs  eloquent 
in  defcribing  the  mifcondudt  of 
the  defendant,  who,  he  faid,  had 
courage  enough  to  conquer  every 
other  enemy  but  his  own  paffions. 
This  fpeech  was  followed  by  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  fads,  and  a  fpeech  in 
mitigation  of  damages,  by  Mr. 
Dallas,  when  the  jury  found  a 


verdid  for  the  plaintiff— damages, 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  ! 

The  elopement  of  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Welleiley  with  Lord  Paget, 
which  gave  occalion  to  the  above 
adion,  took  place  in  the  afternoon 
of  Monday,  the  6th  of  March. 
Mr.  Henry  Welleiley,  who  is 
fecretary  of  the  treafury,  had 
fpoken,  it  feems,  more  pointedly 
than  ever  to  Lady  Charlotte,  on 
the  very  marked  and  conftant  at¬ 
tentions  of  Lord  Paget,  which 
(though  from  the  long  and  con¬ 
fidential  friendfhip  which  had  fub- 
fifted  between  the  families,  he  did 
not  apprehend  to  be  difhonour, 
able,)  might  affed  her  reputation 
in  the  world.  Lady  Charlotte 
was  indignant  at  the  idea  of  re¬ 
proach,  and  hurried  out  with  her 
fervant  to  take  the  air  in  the 
Green  Park.  She  defired  him  to 
remain  at  the  gate,  as  Ihe  fhould 
walk  for  a  fhort  time  ;  and  it 
appears  that  her  ladylhip  took  a 
hackney-coach,  and  lent  a  note  to 
Lord  Paget  at  Uxbridge  houfe. 
They  met,  and  in  this  ftate  of 
irritated  feelings,  and,  probably, 
on  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  they 
fet  off  together.™ As  Ihe  did  not 
return  to  dinner,  inquiries  were 
made.  The  fervant  had  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  gate  of  the  Green 
Park  till  a  late  hour  ;  and  on  his 
return  home,  being  queftioned,  he 
gave  the  above  account.  The 
melancholy  truth  was  confirmed 
by  a  letter,  which  Lord  Paget 
wrote  to  his  father,  in  which  he 
acknowledged  his  trefpafs— -and 
that  he  had  in  vain,  in  the  heat 
of  battle,  fought  a  refuge  from 
the  agonies  of  a  diftra&ed  mind. 
It  is  certain,  that  on  every  occa- 
fion  in  Spain,  he  expoled  himfelf 
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in  a  way  which  got  him  the  re¬ 
putation  of  a  rafh  and  adventu¬ 
rous  gallantry  ;  as  it  could  not 
be  imagined  that  a  nobleman,  ap¬ 
parently  gifted  with  all  the  means 
and  obje&s  of  happinefs,  could  be 
in  reality  fo  wretched.  The  two 
fillers,  Lady  Charlotte  and  Lady 
Emily  Cadogan,  married  two  bro¬ 
thers,  Henry  and  Gerald  Wel¬ 
le  fley.  Lord  Paget  is  married  to 
one  of  the  beautiful  daughters  of 
Lady  Jerfey,  by  whom  he  has  a 
numerous  family. 

The  firft  confequence  of  their 
elopement,  was  a  duel  between 
Lord  Paget  and  Captain  Cadogan . 
In  order  to  prevent  the  appear¬ 
ance'  in  the  papers  of  any  mif- 
ftatement,  refpe&ing  the  duel 
M'hich  took'  place  this  morning 
between  Lord  Paget  and  Captain 
Cadogan,  we,  the  refpe&ive 
friends  of  the  parties,  feel  it  in¬ 
cumbent  on  us  to  fubmit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  the  correct  flatement 
of  the  event  as  it  occurred  : — 
In  confequence  of  a  challenge 
having  been  received  by  Lord 
Paget  from  Captain  Cadogan,  and 
erery  attempt  to  prevent  a  meet¬ 
ing  having  failed,  the  parties,  at¬ 
tended  by  their  refpe&ive  friends, 
Captain  Cadogan  by  Captain 
M’Kenzie  of  the  navy,  Lord 
Paget  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Vivian 
of  the  7th  light  dragoons,  met,  as 
agreed,  at  feven  o’clock,  on 
Wimbledon  common.  The  ground 
having  been  taken  at  twelve  paces 
diftance,  they  were  directed  to  fire 
together.  Captain  Cadogan  fired. 
Lord  Paget's  pilfol  flafhed — this 
having  been  decided  to  go  for  a 
fire,  a  queflion  arofe,  whether 
Lord  Paget  had  taken  aim,  as  if 
intending  to  hit  his  antagonift. 


Both  the  feconds  being  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  was  not  his  in* 
tention  (although  the  degree  of 
obliquity  he  gave  the  direction  of 
the  piftol  was  fuch,  as  to  have 
been  difeovered  only  by  particular 
obfervation),  Captain  M’Kenzie 
Hated  to  Captain  Cadogan,  that, 
as  it  appeared  to  be  Lord  Paget’s 
intention  not  to  fire  at  him,  he 
could  not  admit  of  the  affair  pro¬ 
ceeding  any  further.  Lieutenant. 
Colonel  Vivian  then  afked  Cap¬ 
tain  Cadogan,  whether  he  had  not 
himfelf  obferved,  that  Lord  Paget 
had  not  aimed  at  him — to  which 
he  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Captain  M'Kenzie  then  declared 
his  determination  not  to  remain 
any  longer  in  the  field,  to  witnefs 
any  further  ad  of  hoftility  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Cadogan, 
Captain  Cadogan  replied,  of  courfe 
his  condud  mult  be  decided  by 
his  feeond  j  declaring,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  had  come  prepared 
for  the  fall  of  one  of  the  parties. 
On  Captain  M’Kenzie  and  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Vivian  making  it  known 
to  Lord  Paget,  that  as  he  evi¬ 
dently  did  not  intend  to  fire  at 
Captain  Cadogan,  the  affair  could 
go  no  further ;  Lord  Paget  re¬ 
plied,  “  as  fuch  is  your  deter¬ 
mination,  I  have  now  no  hefita- 
tion  in  faying,  that  nothing  could 
ever  have  induced  me  to  add  to 
the  injuries  I  have  already  done 
the  family,  by  firing  at  the 
brother  of  Lady  Charlotte  Wel- 
lefley.”  The  parties  then  left  the 
ground.  (Signed) 

R.  H.  Vivian. 

Geo.  Chas,  M’Kenzie. 
May  30. 

The  following  is  a  letter  of 
Lady  Charlotte  Wellefley,  to  Mr. 

Arbothnor* 
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Arbuthnot,  which  fufficiently  be¬ 
trays  the  anguifhed  ftate  of  mind 
which  followed  the  imprudent 
fteo  (he  had  taken, 

I 

‘‘  It  would  be  the  height  of 
ingratitude  were  I  not  to  try  to 
convey  my  thanks  to  Henry  Wel¬ 
lefley,  for  his  moll  kind  and  gene¬ 
rous  offer  of  taking  home  a  wretch, 
who  has  fo  much  injured  him.  I 
dare  not  write  to  him  myfelf ;  but 
I  implore  it  of  you  to  fay  every 
thing  which  gratitude  and  feeling 
can  suggeft,  to  exprefs  my  fenfe 
of  the  kindnefs  of  his  eonduft. 
His  note  was  forwarded  to  me  this 
morning ;  but,  degraded  and  un¬ 
principled  as  I  must  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  every  body,  believe  me  I 
am  not  loll  to  all  fenfe  of  honour, 
which  would  forbid  my  returning 
to'  a  hufband  I  have  quitted,  to 
children  I  have  abandoned.  In¬ 
deed,  indeed,  my  dear  Mr.  Ar¬ 
buthnot,  if  you  knew  all,  you 
would  pity  more  than  blame  me. 
Could  you  tell  ail  the  reftftance 
that  has  been  made  to  this  crimi¬ 
nal,  mod  atrocious  attachment, 
could  you  know  what  are  my  fuf- 
ferings  at  this  moment,  you  would 
feel  for  me.  Henry  has  not  de¬ 
fer  ved  this  of  me.  We  have  had 
fome  differences,  and  he  may,  per. 
haps,  fometimes  have  been  a  little 
too  harfh  to  me;  but  I  can  with 
truth  affert,  and  I  wifn  you  to 
publifh  it  to  the  world,  that  in 
effential,  and,  indeed,  in  trifling 
fubjefls,  he  has  ever  been  kind  to 
me  to  the  greateft  degree  ;  nor  has 
the  perfon  who  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  attempted  to  lower  him  in 
my  eftimation,  in  order  to  gain 
my  affections,  ever  fpoken  of  him 
to  me,  but  in  the  higheft  terms  of 
refpeft.  About  my  dear,  dear 
children,  I  muff  fay  one  word. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


Do  you  think  I  dare  hope,  by  any 
remote  or  indirect  means,  to  hear 
fometimes  of  them ;  you  know¬ 
how  much  I  love  them  ?  You  are 
aware  of  their  merits,  and  what  I 
muff  feel  at  having  quitted  them  ; 
but  I  have  the  fatisfadtion,  the  in- 
expreffible  comfort  of  knowing 
they  will  be  taken  care  of  by  their 
father,  though  their  mother  has 
abandoned  them.  My  dear  little 
Henry  and  Charles — -Oh  !  God 
blefs  you !-— I  wrote  every  thing 
to  my  brother  laft  night.*' 

(<  Tuefdoy  morning ,  7  o'clock. 

s(  Since  writing  the  inclofed,  I 
have  come  to  town,  and  if  it  is 
not  repugnant  to  your  feelings,  I 
think  I  fhould  like  to  have  one 
interview  with  you,  but  not  if 
you  objedl  to  it  in  any  way* 
The  bearer  can  bring  you  to  me 
inftantly,  if  you  will  fee  me ;  but 
if  not,  afk  no  queftionse,,! 

Henry  Wellefley  wrote  to  her 
in  anfwer  to  this  letter  to  Ar¬ 
buthnot  : — 

“  That  for  the  fake  of  her  wel¬ 
fare,  and  that  of  her  children,  he 
would  confent  to  receive  her  again, 
provided  (he  would  return,  and 
break  off  all  correfpondence  or 
connexion  with  the  perfon  (he 
was  then  with  ;  but  that  (he  muff 
return  inftantly,  for  the  next  day 
would  be  too  Iate.,? 

The  refult  of  this  unfortunate 
affair  has  been,  that  Lord  Paget 
returns  to  the  bofom  of  his  family. 
He  is  to  live  with  Lady  Paget, 
and  has  left  town  with  her  lady, 
(hip  for  Beaudefert,  in  Stafford- 
(hire.  He  has  purchafed  a  houfe 
for  Lady  Charlotte  Wellefley,  in 
which  (he  now  refides,  and  has 
made  a  fet  dement  upon  her — - 
while  Mr.  Wellefley  is  eagerly 
proceeding  to  obtain  a  divorce. 
ies.  [Y]  A  labourer 
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,  A  labourer  of  the  name 
**  *  of  Fryer,  who  attends  the 
windmill  for  draining  the  land  on 
Slodmarfti  Level,  while  managing 
the  fail,  on  one  of  the  fweeps, 
the  brake,  which  flopped  the 
lhaft,  fuddenly  gave  way,  and  the 
wind  putting  the  machine  in  mo¬ 
tion,  he  was  carried  round  on  the 
fweep  for  a  confiderable  time, 
when,  by  dint  of  perfeverance,  he, 
by  degrees,  gained  the  fhaft,  and 
from  thence  the  top  of  the  mill, 
where,  by  loofing  the  planks  over 
it,  he  was  enabled  to  defcend  from 
his  perilous  fituation  in  fafety. 

,  A  moft  deftru&ive  fire 
^  *  broke  out  about  ten  this 

night,  on  Ralph’s  Quay,  near  Bil- 
lingfgate,  in  confequence  of  a 
fpark  of  fire  dropping  on  the  tur¬ 
pentine  which  had  run  from  fome 
calks  lying  there,  and  which,  com¬ 
municating  to  Ralph’s  quay  ware- 
houfes,  fet  the  whole  in  a  blaze. 
Notwithftanding  the  prompt  af- 
flflance  in  a  very  fhort  period 
from  the  commencement  of  the 
fire,  fuch  was  its  rapidity  and 
violence,  that  the  water  leaned 
merely  to  give  frefh  ftrength  to 
the  flames.  The  range  of  ware- 
houfes  up  to  Thames-ftreet,  filled 
with  fugars,  tar,  oil,  hemp,  tur¬ 
pentine,  tallow,  &c.  &c.  were  ali 
fucceflively  confumed,  and  the 
volumes  of  fire,  though  generally 
fpeaking,  almoft  uniformly  thrown 
up,  were  rendered  more  furious 
and  horrible  everyvten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  by  fome  new  combufiible 
matter  which  they  caught. — The 
fire  communicated  in  a  gradual, 
but  rapid  manner,  to  the  veflels 
next  the  fhore,  and  it  began  with 
aflailing  the  malls,  fails,  and  rig¬ 
ging,  of  thofe  in  the  immediate 
tiers.  The  fight  from  London 


and  Black  friars  bridges  was  aw¬ 
fully  affecting  ;  and  it  was  at  one 
period  apprehended,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  preferve  any  of 
the  fhipping,  in  that  part  of  the 
river,  from  abfolute  ruin.  For¬ 
tunately  the  tide  favouring  about 
eleven  o’clock,  by  the  efforts 
which  were  made  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  veflels  in  the  dock, 
feveral  were  towed  out,  although 
with  extreme  difficulty.  Four 
were  completely  burnt,  and  about 
the  fame  number  damaged.  A 
floating  engine,  which  was  worked 
with  great  lkill,  was  of  confider¬ 
able  fervice  in  preventing  the 
extenlion  of  the  flames  along  the 
river.  Among  the  veflels  con- 
fumed  are,  a  large  brig  from  Hull 
(the  Zealous),  laden  with  hemp, 
tallow,  Sec.  a  Margate  hoy,  (the 
Britannia),  and  a  Deal  velfel,  la¬ 
den  with  fpirits  and  wine.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  wmrehoufes,  fix  crane- 
houles  were  defiroyed  ;  and  feveral 
houfes  in  New  Temple-alley,  the 
Ipfwich  Arms,  the  Coopers’ Arms, 
in  Thames-flreet,  and  the  Dice,  on 
Quay  (a  public-houfe,  on  Dice 
Quay),  were  damaged.  Whilll 
the  firemen,  watermen,  See.  were 
moft  addvely  employed  in  refeuing 
fome  eart-ioads  of  property  from 
the  flames,  a  floor  in  the  ware- 
houfe  of  Liddard  and  Elvin,  con¬ 
taining  about  700  firkins  of  but¬ 
ter,  fell  in,  and  feveral  of  the  fire¬ 
men  were  up  to  the  calves  of  their 
legs  in  boiling  greafe  :  a  young 
man,  of  the  name  of  Kinman,  a 
fireman  belonging  to  the  Globe, 
had  the  misfortune  to  get  the  boil¬ 
ing  liquid  above  his  boot-tops, 
and  wasfo  dreadfully  fealded,  that 
he  was  carried  off  to  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew’s  hofpital.  The  infurances 
in  the  various  offices  do  not  ex¬ 
ceed 
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C’eed  25,000/.,  while  the  lofs  is 
eftimated  at  near  70,000/.  We 
are  happy  to  fay,  that  no  lives 
were  loft. 

I  During  a  moft  violent 
*  ftorm  of  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning,  a  large  fire-ball  fell  in  a 
fouth-eaftwardly  direction,  upon 
the  premifes  of  Mr.  Parker  Weft, 
Paul-ftreet,  Stamford  j  and  after 
rending  a  poplar-tree  from  top  to 
bottom,  patted  in  an  oblique  di¬ 
rection  through  the  wall  of  a 
neighbouring  out-building,  and 
made  its  way  out  at  the  door  into 
a  fmall  yard,  where,  having  fpent 
its  force,  it  vaniftied  in  fulphure- 
ous  finoke.  Two  perfons  were 
knocked  down  by  the  concuftion  of 
the  air,  and  a  third  was  electrified. 
—Mr.  Everard,  of  Barnhill,  alfo, 
had  a  large  ftied  thrown  down  by 
the  (hock  of  one  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  claps  of  thunder,  which  were 
louder  than  any  recolleCted  ever 
to  have  been  heard. — Two  fheep 
belonging  to  Mr.-  Nicholls,  of 
Thurlby,  were  killed  :  one  of 
them  was  ilricken  on  the  back, 
and  the  wool  was  taken  off  as  if  it 
had  been  {horn. 

Roll’s  Court, -—Lord.  M.nhon  v, 
Earl  Stanhope.— This  caufe,  which 
we  reported  at  length  on  its  firft 
hearing,  was  re-heard  on  Wednef- 
day,  at  the  defire  of  the  noble  de¬ 
fendant. 

Mr.  O’Deady,  jun.  council, 
opened  the  cafe  of  Earl  Stanhope. 

Mr.  Richards,  on  behalf  of  Lord 
Mahon,  exprefted  a  wifti  that  the 
noble  defendant,  who  was  in  court, 
fhould  not  be  permitted  to  fpeak 
for  himfelf,  as  he  had  engaged  the 
afiiftance  of  counfel. 

Earl  Stanhope  immediately  ad- 
dreffed  the  matter  of  the  rolls.  He 
faid  that  old  birds  were  not  to  be 
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caught  by  chaff.  He  claimed  it  as 
an  indifputable  right  to  fpeak  for 
himfelf,  becatife  he  knew  his  own 
caufe  better  than  he  could  inflruCt 
any  counfel.  His  intention  was  to 
ftate  his  objections  to  the  decree 
which  his  honour  had  made  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1808:  and  before 
he  fhould  ftate  them,  he  wiftied  to 
acquit  his  honour,  the  mafter  of 
the  rolls,  of  all  bias  or  partiality, 
and  he  trufted  that  any  thing  he 
ihould  fay  againft  his  opponents 
would  not  be  confidered  by  the 
learned  gentlemen  (Sir  Samuel  Re¬ 
in  illy  and  Mr.  Richard^,)  who 
were  counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  as  a 
perfonal  attack  upon  themfelves. 
His  lordfhip  faid,  that  his  fon  had 
originally  filed  a  bill  againft  him 
full  of  faffbhood,  and  charging 
him  with  many  atrocities,  which 
he  afterwards  abandoned  in  his 
amended  bill.  He  was  charged  in 
the  amended  bill  with  having  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  powers  veiled  in  him 
by  his  firft  marriage  fettlement, 
and  his  honour  referred  it  to  Mh 
Harvey,  one  of  the  matters  in 
chancery,  to  inquire  how  far  the 
allegations  were  true.  To  that 
part  of  the  decree  he  felt  himfelf 
bound  to  objeCt,  becaufe  it  was  not 
fought  for  in  the  prayer  of  the 
bill ;  and  he  contended  that  no  de¬ 
cree  of  the  court  of  chancery  could 
be  made  upon  any  other  grounds 
than  thofe  which  were  Hated  in 
the  bill,  and  the  allegations  of  the 
bill  muft  alfo  te  proved  by  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  defendant,  or  fome 
other  evidence.  He  objected  partly 
to  the  decree,  becaufe  it  referred 
to  what  had  taken  place  in  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  time,  and  for  whofe  aCts  he 
could  not  be  refponfible.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  what  eftates 
his  father  had  fold,  nor  the  money 
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he  received  for  them,  and  he  there¬ 
fore  thought  part  of  the  decree 
which  referred  to  that  point  ought 
to  be  expunged.  In  the  whole 
bill  there  was  no  charge  made  a- 
gainft  him  refpefting  the  edates 
which  had  been  fold  in  his  father’s 
time,  and  if  there  had,  it  could 
not  apply  to  him,  but  to  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  trudees,  who  were  dead ; 
and  there  was  no  perfon  made  party 
to  the  fuit  who  could  defend  his 
father’s  charafter  in  his  tranfac- 
tions.  He  could  not  confider  the 
inquiry  of  the  mailer  to  be  any 
thing  elfe  than  a  fham  inquiry,  be- 
caufe  no  opportunity  was  allowed 
of  crofs  examining  the  witneffes, 
who  might  perhaps  be  perjured. 
He  did  not  think  that  his  honour 
could  aft  upon  a  report  taken  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances.  His  lord- 
fhip  then  quoted  a  number  of  law 
authorities,  tending  to  fhew,  that 
no  decree  could  be  made  by  any 
court  of  judice,  beyond  that  which 
the  plaintiff  prayed  for.  The  doc¬ 
trine  was  edablifhed  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hadings,  where  the  houfe  of 
lords,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Law, 
now  Lord  Ellenborough,  refufed  to 
hear  any  evidence  which  did  not 
tefpeft  any  of  the  charges  alleged 
againd  the  defendant.  His  lord- 
Hup,  therefore,  objefted  to  the  de¬ 
cree,  becaufe  it  was  not  founded 
upon  what  was  charged  againd  him, 
but  upon  that  which  he  admitted 
in  his  anfwer. 

Mr.  Scott  was  not  heard,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  irregular 
for  counfel  to  fpeak  after  their 
client. — Mr.  Richards  made  a  fhort 
reply  ;  and  his  honour,  after  a  few 
words,  affirmed  the  decree. 

Lord  Stanhope,  we  under dand, 
means  to  appeal  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 


The  thunder  and  light-  «  * 
ning  which  were  but  (light¬ 
ly  felt  in  the  metropolis,  appeared 
mod  awfully  tremendous  in  fome 
parts  of  the  country  in  its  vici¬ 
nity,  particularly  at  Greenwich, 
Blackheath,  Sec.  and  on  the  oppo~ 
fite  fide  of  the  Thames.  A  foreign 
fh ip,  lying  in  the  Gabions,  below 
Woolwich,  had  her  top  and  main- 
mad  druck  by  a  thunder-bolt, 
which  fhivered  them  to  pieces, 
killed  one  man,  and  wounded  an¬ 
other.  At  Walthamdow  it  was 
particularly  fevere  ;  and  at  Lough- 
ton,  on  Epping  foreft,  it  began 
from  the  fouth,  about  half  pall 
four.  The  wind  then  became  a 
perfeft  hurricane,  twiding  the 
trees,  and  flapping  off  the 
branches.  The  hail  broke  the 
windows.  Many  of  the  hail-dones, 
full  four  inches  in  circumference, 
were  folid  tranfparent  lumps  of  ice, 
with  a  white  hail  done  of  the 
ufual  fize  in  the  centre.  There 
were  feventy  panes  broken  in  one 
houfe,  and  all  the  frames  in  the 
garden  were  demolhhed.  Numbers 
of  young  rooks  were  killed  in  their 
neds,  and  mod  of  the  geefe  had 
their  eyes  knocked  out,  by  means 
of  the  (harp  angles  in  the  hail- 
dones. 

Mifs  Mary  York,  a  , 
young  lady  about  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  was  brought  by 
Lavender  before  the  fitting  magis¬ 
trate  at  Bow-dreet,  on  a  charge, 
under  the  black  aft,  of  a  mod 
extraordinary  nature.  —  Robert 
Coombes  dated,  that  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  about  five  o’clock,  he 
was  paffing  through  Kempton  Park, 
in  Sunbury,  and  as  he  was  looking 
at  fome  young  men  playing  at 
cricket,  he  heard  a  gun  go  off,  and 
immediately  fa w  theprifoner,  Mifs 
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Mary  York,  in  a  paddock,  divided 
from  the  park  by  a  paling,  with  a 
gun  in  her  hand  ;  he,  in  confe- 
quence,  went  up  to  the  paling, 
and  found  Henry  Parker  there, 
fpeaking  to  Mifs  York,  and  ob- 
ierving  to  her,  that  if  fhe  fired  the 
gun  olf  again  in  fuch  a  carelefs 
manner,  he  fhould  come  over  the 
paling  and  take  the  gun  from  her. 
He  heard  her  a  Ik  her  fervant  what 
fellow  that  was  ?  pointing  towards 
him.  The  fervant  replied,  fhe  did 
not  know.  Mifs  York  then  faid, 
<(  1  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  firing 
at  him/'  and  prefented  the  gun  at 
him  ;  it  fnapped  twice.  He  then 
got  behind  a  tree,  to  avoid  its  con. 
tents.  She  fnapped  the  piece  again, 
and  it  went  off,  prefented  at  him. 
He  faw  Mifs  York  put  (hot  into 
the  gun  out  of  a  fhot-belt,  and  faw 
her  prime  it  with  powder  ;  her  fer¬ 
vant  fupplied  her  with  powder  to 
prime  it.  After  the  gun  was  fired, 
he  and  Parker  got  over  the  paling, 
and  took  the  gun  from  her.  Henry 
Parker,  a  carpenter,  of  Sunbury, 
confirmed  the  above,  and  faid,  as 
he  was  walking  along  the  road,  he 
faw  Mifs  York  fire  off  the  gun  ; 
her  fervant  was  clofe  by  her  at  the 
time  :  he  obferved  the  ball  from 
the  gun  drike  the  gravel  road 
about  three  paces  before  him  :  he, 
in  confequence,  went  to  the  paling, 
and  afked  her  what  fhe  was  firing 
at  ?  She  replied,  that  if  he  in- 
fulted  her  in  her  private  walks, 
fhe  would  fhoot  him :  the  ball 
made  an  aperture  through  the  pa. 
ling.  At  this,  the  other  witnefs, 
Coombes,  came  up  to  him,  and 
jumped  over  the  paling,  and  took 
the  gun  from  her.  The  defence 
fet  up  by  Mifs  York  was,  that  the 
witnefs,  Coombes,  had  made  ufe 
pi  feme  very  improper  language  to 


her,  and  had  thrown  fome  pieces 
of  the  paling  at  her,  which  induced 
her  to  fend  her  fervant  for  the 
mufket,  and  fhe  had  difcharged  it 
at  Coombes  in  her  own  defence. 
This  was  confirmed  by  the  fervant. 
Mr.  Rolfe,  the  uncle  of  Mifs  York, 
the  proprietor  of  the  houfe  where 
file  refides,  and  the  joint  proprietor 
of  the  park,  attended  in  behalf  of 
Mifs  York,  and,  in  extenuation  of 
the  conduH  of  his  niece,  dated,  that 
there  was  no  road  through  the 
park  ;  and  therefore  the  witneffes, 
and  thofe  who  were  playing  at 
cricket,  were  committing  a  tref- 
pafs :  but  he  by  no  means  juftified 
the  conduifl  of  his  niece,  in  dif- 
charging  a  mufket  at  them.  Mr. 
R.  endeavoured  to  throw  diferedit 
upon  the  teftimony  of  Coombes, 
infinuating  that  he  was  not  a  re- 
fpedtable  chara&er.  The  magis¬ 
trate,  however,  did  not  confider 
any  thing  that  had  been  faid  in  de¬ 
fence,  to  amount  to  a  j  unification 
of  one  of  the  mod  ferious  and  out¬ 
rageous  aHs  that  ever  was  com¬ 
mitted,  but  would  give  the  cafe 
another  hearing,  upon  Mr,  Rolfe 
undertaking  for  the  future  appear¬ 
ance  of  Mifs  York  and  her  fervant, 
who,  he  conceived,  had  afted 
equally  improperly,  in  fetching  the 
gun,  and  in  afiifting  in  loading  it. 
The  profecutors  undertook  to  pro¬ 
duce  three  witneffes  to  corroborate 
what  they  had  dated.  Mifs  York 
is  a  drong,  healthy-looking  young 
woman.  She  was  dreffed  in  white, 
with  a  chip  hat,  ornamented  with 
a  flower.  She  was  accompanied 
by  a  female  friend.  Her  maid- 
fervant,  who  is  implicated  in  the 
fame  charge,  is  a  flight,  delicate, 
looking  girl.  She  was  afterwards 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  ac¬ 
quitted. 
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r  fr  Court  of  King7 s  Bench.— 

2  *  The  Kingv  .Valentine  Jones, 

—  The  attorney-general  ftated, 
that  this  was  an  indi&ment  againft 
the  defendant,  charging  him  with 
a  breach  of  duty,  in  his  character 
as  commiffary -general  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  fuperintendant  and  di¬ 
rector  of  army  provifions,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  his  Majefty  in  1795.  The 
Indidment  ftated  that  the  defend¬ 
ant,  having  the  feveral  allowances 
of  2/.  and  3/.  per  day,  and  it  being 
his  duty  to  provide  ftores  for  his 
Majefty,  and  not  to  receive  any 
part  of  the  emoluments  or  gains 
arifing  from  the  provifton  of  fuch 
ftores,  entered  into  a  corrupt  agree¬ 
ment  with  one  Matthew  Higgins, 
in  purfuance  of  which,  he  received 
to  his  own  ufe  a  moiety  of  the  pro¬ 
fits  arifing  from  fuch  provifton. 

The  Right  Hon,  George  Rofe 
proved  the  appointment  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  that  he  had  admo- 
niftied  him  as  to  the  duties  of  his 
fituation  ;  telling  him  that  he  was 
expeCted  to  derive  no  advantage 
from  the  fituation,  but  his  pay  and 
certain  allowances  for  proviftons. 
The  pay  and  half-pay  had  lately 
been  increafed,  to  infure  the  ftrid- 
eft  fidelity. 

A  letter  from  the  defendant,  to 
Mr.  Michael  Sutton,  dated  1796, 
acknowledging  his  confcioufnels  of 
the  terms  of  this  agreement  with 
Mr.  Rofe,  was  then  proved,  put 
in,  and  read. 

Mr.  Matthew  Higgins  faid,  he 
was  a  merchant  in  the  Weft  Indies 
in  the  year  1796,  and  had  a  con¬ 
tract  with  Brigadier-general  Knox, 
when  he  had  the  command  there, 
for  (applying  government  veffels. 
Mr.  Hugh  Rofe  aCted  as  deputy- 
paymaster  there.  He  firft  heard 
thitt  the  defendant  was  coming  out 


as  commiffary  in  1796,  while  his 
contrad  with  Brigadier-general 
Knox  fubftfted.  Upon  the  defend¬ 
ant’s  arrival,  the  witnefs  fuppofed 
his  contraCt  at  an  end :  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  apprehenfion,  he 
applied  to  Mr.  Hugh  Rofe,  as  he 
was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the 
defendant,  to  alk  him  to  fpeak  to 
the  defendant,  not  to  take  the  con¬ 
tract  from  the  witnefs.  The  wit¬ 
nefs  at  length  faw  the  defendant, 
and  repeated  to  him  the  conven¬ 
tion  between  Mr.  Hugh  Rofe  and 
himfelf.  After  this,  Mr.  Hugh 
Rofe  told  the  witnefs  he  had  ar¬ 
ranged  the  buftnefs  with  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  that  the  witnefs  was 
to  have  the  contraCt ;  adding,  that 
he  was  obliecd  to  make  terms  with 
the  defendant,  who  infilled  upon 
having  half  of  the  emoluments  arif¬ 
ing  from  that  contract ,  and  that  the 
other  moiety  fttould  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  Hugh  Rofe  and  the  witnefs. 
The  witnefs  at  firft  faid  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  this  ar¬ 
rangement  ;  but  Mr.  Rofe  told  him 
he  was  very  wrong,  and  that  there 
were  many  ready  and  willing  to 
take  the  contrail  upon  thofe  terms. 
Mr.  Hugh  Rofe  told  him,  the  lofs 
the  witnefs  would  fuftain,  in  giving 
up  fo  much  of  his  contraCt,  would 
be  made  up  to  him  in  fupplies  :  for 
that  whatever  fupplies  were  wanted 
for  government,  he  Ihould  furnifti 
them,  the  profits  of  them  being  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
of  the  veffel  contraCt.  This  con- 
verfation  took  place  on  board  of 
fhip  :  and,  when  it  was  finifhed, 
Mr.  Hugh  Rofe  faid  the  defendant 
was  in  the  cabin,  and  defired  the 
witnefs  to  go  down  to  him  ;  which 
he  did,  for  the  purpofe  of  mention¬ 
ing  his  acquiefcence  in  the  terms 
of  the  agreement.  The  defendant 
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aflented  by  inclination  of  the  head, 
rather  than  by  any  expreffion.  The 
witnefs,  for  nine  or  ten  months 
after  this,  went  on  with, the  veffel 
contract,  and  fupply  of  ftores,  to 
a  very  great  extent.  The  witnefs 
faw  an  account-book,  which  he  was 
now  fhewn,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
March  or  April  1797;  fettled 
accounts  with  the  defendant  on  the 
footing  of  that  book,  on  the  31ft 
of  March.  He  ftated  to  the  defend¬ 
ant  the  account  of  profit  and  lofs 
as  upon  that  book.  When  the  de¬ 
fendant  and  the  witnefs  fettled,  the 
defendant  paid  him  153*273/.  ijs. 
1  od.  fhort. 

Upon  examination  by  Lord  EL 
lenbo rough,  the  witnefs  faid,  that 
he  had  no  doubt  of  the  agreement 
being  underftood  by  the  defendant, 
and  that  the  accounts  were  fettled 
by  it. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Winter  was  in 
the  houfe  of  T.  Higgins  and  Co. 
merchants  in  the  Weft  Indies,  at 
the  time  of  thefe  tranfa&ions.  By 
the  defire  of  Mr.  Matthew  Hig¬ 
gins,  he  informed  himfelf,  from 
the  books,  what  Mr.  Higgins's 
profits  were;  and  Mr.  Higgins 
told  him,  if  the  defendant  fliould 
call,  to  fhow  him  the  ftatement  of 
the  profits  on  the  books ;  the  de¬ 
fendant  did  call,  and  the  witnefs 
gave  him  an  account  on  paper, 
which  he  looked  at,  but  the  wit- 
nefs  could  not  exa&ly  recolleft 
whether  he  took  it  away:  if  he 
were  called  on  for  a  decided  an- 
fwer  one  way,  he  fhould  fay  he 
did. 

Upon  crofs-examination,  he  faid, 
the  witnefs's  houfe,  that  of  T. 
Higgins  and  Co.  purchafcd  goods 
for  Mr.  M.  Higgins  at  a  commif- 
fion.  There  were  accounts  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  defendant  from  Mr, 


M.  Higgins  with  falfe  names.  The 
witnefs  had  applied  to  perfons,  to 
put  falfe  names  to  fuch  accounts. 

A  letter  which  had  been  before 
proved  to  be  in  the  hand- wri ting 
of  the  defendant,  was  then  put  in 
and  read.  It  was  addreffed  to  the 
afting  commiflary-general  of  Bar- 
badoes,  and  was  written  fhortly 
after  the  Weft  Indian  inquiries  had 
been  inftituted.  It  told  the  aHing 
commiffary,  that,  if  he  were  afked 
any  thing  about  the  defendant,  he 
had  time  to  make  out  any  thing 
that  was  neceffary ;  and  defired 
him  to  be  circumfpedl,  not  to  give 
anfwers  on  the  defendant's  general 
bufinefs,  or  to  make  a  hafty  or  in¬ 
cautious  ftatement  of  fadls.  It  went 
on — “  For  Heaven’s  sake,  do  not 
be  unmodelling  my  accounts  again, 
as  they  coft  me  more  trouble  than 
I  ever  had  with  any  thing ;  and 
they  defire  no  better  than  to  per¬ 
plex  me.  If  you  can  better  them, 
do  fo." 

Mr.  Dallas,  in  a  long  fpeech,  in- 
fifted,  that  the  jury  could  not  find 
the  defendant  guilty  merely  from 
Mr.  Higgins's  evidence,  whom  he 
conceived  an  accomplice. 

The  attorney-general,  in  reply, 
ftated,  that  Mr.  Higgins  was  not 
an  accomplice,  inafmuch  as  he  was 
not  a  public  officer.  He  faid,  the 
money  which  had  paffed  through 
the  defendant's  hands,  in  this  ne¬ 
farious  agreement,  amounted  to 
nearly  a  million  fterling ;  the  pro¬ 
fits  on  this  fum  were  300,000/.  fo 
that  a  profit  of  30/.  per  cent,  had 
been  tacked  on  to  the  5/.  per  cent, 
which  the  houfe  of  T.  Higgins  and 
Co.  made  on  the  purchases,  and 
which,  if  the  defendant  had  pof- 
fefifed  common  honefty,  he  might 
have  rendered  to  government  at 
that  3/.  per  cent.  Government  had 
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thus  been  defrauded  of  30/.  per 
cent,  upon  an  expenditure  of  nearly 
a  million,  and  this  in  confequence 
of  the  corrupt  agreement  between 
the  defendant  and  the  contra&or, 
which  had  been  fo  abundantly 

a  charge  from  Lord  EL 
lenborough,  the  jury  found  the  de¬ 
fendant  Guilty .  The  trial  lafted 
from  nine  in  the  morning  until  five 
in  the  afternoon. 

-  ,  Between  ten  and  eleven  at 

*  night,  a  fire  was  difcovered 
on  the  premifes  of  Mr.  Seabourne, 
a  block-maker,  in  Narrow-ftreet, 
Limehoufe.  From  the  combuftible 
nature  of  the  ftock  in  this  and  the 
adjoining  worklhop,  warehoufes, 
See.  together  with  the  narrownefs 
of  the  ftreet,  the  flames  extended 
with  the  utmoft  rapidity  on  both 
fides  of  the  way  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  moil  prompt  and  vi¬ 
gorous  exertions  of  the  firemen, 
both  by  land  and  water,  in  about 
two  hours  time  fix  houfes,  together 
with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  mails, 
yards,  blocks,  fail-cloth,  pitch, 
tar,  &c.  were  totally  confirmed. 

,  Died.— AlexanderHun  ter, 

*  M.D.  editor  of  Evelyn’s  SyL 
va,  author  of  Geological  E flays, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

At  Theving,  in  Yorklhire,  aged 
107,  the  widow  Dawfon. 

At  Caermarthen,  in  his  looth 
year,  Mr.  Coburn. 

At  New  Barns,  near  Dalton, 
aged  100,  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Gard¬ 
ner. 

At  Stramham,  Yorklhire,  aged 
1 02,  Mr.  Henry  Childers. 

At  Omberfley,  Herefordfiiire, 
aged  105,  Margaret  Darby. 

At  Stewkley,  Bucks,  aged  too, 
Mr,  John  Bulk 


proved.’ 

After 


At  Guppendorf,  in  Auf-  o 
tria,  aged  76,  Jofeph  Haydn,  ? 
the  celebrated  compofer. 


JUNE. 

On  the  night  of  the  ifi  of  ^ 
June,  between  twelve  and 
two  o’clock,  four  prifoners  efcaped 
from  Carrickfergus  jail,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  not  inferior  to  any  of  the 
efcapes  effected  by  the  celebrated 
Baron  Trenck.  They  were  con¬ 
fined  in  two  feparate  cells,  two  in 
each,  at  the  ufual  hour,  nine 
o’clock.  With  the  aflittance  of  a 
gimblet  and  penknife, 'they  cut  the 
wood  cafe  of  the  door  over  the 
iron  bolt,  fo  as  to  introduce  the 
finger  and  {hoot  the  bolt,  By  this 
means  they  got  into  the  paflfage. 
They  had  yet  four  doors  to  open 
before  they  could  get  into  the  yard. 
Three  of  them  they  opened  in  the 
manner  above  ftated;  but  the  fourth, 
four  inches  thick,  and  ftudded 
with  iron,  was  fo  effectually  fe- 
cured,  that  it  refilled  every  effort. 
They  had  now  recourfe  to  a  moft 
fingular  method.  By  fome  means 
or  other  they  lighted  a  fire,  by 
which  they  heated  pieces  of  an 
iron  hinge  and  the  bar  of  a  grate, 
and  by  this  method  actually  burned 
the  door  in  two  pieces,  as  com¬ 
pletely  as  if  cut  with  a  faw.  Hav¬ 
ing  now  got  into  the  yard,  they 
parried  out  their  two  wooden  bed¬ 
heads,  and  placed  them  one  on 
the  other,  againft  the  wall  of  the 
yard,  which  is  near  forty  feet 
high.  They  then  fattened  the 
blankets  of  their  beds  together  by 
whip-cord :  to  an  end  of  the 
blanket  they  fattened  an  old  iron 


I 


CHRONICLE.  [345 


grating,  which  they  found  in  the 
yard,  and  threw  the  blanket  and 
grating  over  the  wall,  keeping 
hold  of  the  other  end,  and  fo  gain¬ 
ed  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  got 
clear  off. 

Cambridge.  —  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Claudius  Buchanan,  has  prefented 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  with 
about  eighty  volumes  of  valuable 
oriental  manuferipts,  which  have 
been  placed  in  the  public  library. 

The  commiftioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  flate  of  Windfor 
Foreft,  have  made  three  reports 
upon  the  fubjeft,  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
and  printed.  The  following  ex¬ 
tracts  from  them  (hew  its  prefen t 
Fate  : 

((  This  foreft  was  formerly  of 
much  greater  extent  than  at  the 
prefent  time.  According  to  an  in- 
quifition  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
firft,  and  the  perambulation  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  46th  of 
the  king,  it  extends  into  the  five 
hundreds  of  Ripplefmere,  Cook- 
ham,  Charlton,  Wargrave,  and 
Soninge,  and  comprehends  the . 
whole  of  fome  of  them,  and  part 
only  of  others.  The  entire  parifhes 
within  the  foreft  are  twelve  in 
number,  and  it  extends  into  parts 
of  five  other  parifhes.  It  contains 
fifteen  principal  or  chief  manors, 
having  within  them  feveial  fubor- 
dinate  or  mefne  manors.  Of  the 
principal  or  chief  manors,  fome  are 
co-extenfive  with  the  parifhes  in 
which  they  lie,  others  are  not  fo, 
and  fome  of  them  extend  over  more 
parifhes  than  one. 

The  whole  quantity  of  land  " 

in  the  foreft,  according 

to  the  furvey  and  map, 

taken  in  the  years  1789, 


and  the  three  following,  Acres.  R.  p. 
amounts  to  .  59,600  0  0 

Of  which  the  inclofcd  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  crown  a- 

niounts  to .  5,454  2  6 

The  private  incloled  pro¬ 
perty  of  individuals*  ••  •  29,025  2  36 

. . .  3 

Total  inclofed  land  34,480  1  \% 
Open  wood 
lands  on 
the  waftes 
of  differ¬ 
ent  manors  2,230  0  28 
Open  heath 
and  com¬ 
mons,  the 
waftes  of 
different 

manors*.  22,233  0  39 
Land  cover¬ 
ed  with 

water  «•  •  165  1  9 


Total  open 

foreft  land  24,628  2  36 

— - -  24,628  2  36 

Encroachments  inclofed  by 
individuals,  from  differ¬ 
ent  waftes,  but  claimed 
by  the  crown  . .  491  0  2 

59,600  0  0 

C(  The  number  of  deer  has  of 
late  years  been  much  dimiuifhed. 
And  it  appears  by  the  returns  made 
in  November,  1731,  that  there 
were  at  that  time  more  than  1,300 
deer  in  the  foreft  j  and  by  a  return 
in  November,  1806,  that  there 
were  then  only  3 1 8  deer  in  the 
whole  foreft.  It  would  be  fup- 
pofed  that  thefe,  having  a  range 
over  24,600  acres  ol  land,  would 
find  fufficient  food,  with  proper  af- 
fiftance,  in  winter  ;  the  contrary, 
however,  is  the  cafe  j  and  the  deer 
in  alrpoft  every  walk  of  the  foreft, 
except  one,  are  ajl  nearly  ftarved  ; 
many  actually  die  of  hunger,  and 
the  furviving  does  have  not  ftrength 
to  rear  their  fawns.  This  princi¬ 
pally 
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pally  arifes  from  the  unlimited 
manner  in  which  animals  of  all  de- 
fcriptions  are  turned  out  into  the 
to  reft,  by  perfons  who  have  no 
right  or  pretence  whatever  to  do 
fo,  and  by  the  furcharge  of  the 
common  by  thofe  who  have  a  right 
to  a  certain  extent.  The  affiftance 
that  ought  to  be  given  to  the  deer 
in  fevere  weather  is  not  attended 
to.  The  provifion  made  for  that 
purpofe  is,  in  every  walk  of  the 
foreft,  inadequate  ;  and  in  one  in- 
ftance,  that  came  accidentally  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  commiffion- 
crs,  was  perverted  to  private  ad¬ 
vantage. 

The  ruinous  effects  of  the  fyftem 
which  has  hitherto  prevailed  in 
Windfor  Foreft,  cannot  be  better 
illuftrated  than  by  ftating,  that  the 
timber  now  growing  in  the  foreft 
is  valued,  upon  a  loofe  eftimate,  to 
be  worth  nearly  200,000/.  of 
which  (from  the  want  of  care)  only 
a  fmall  portion  will  be  applicable 
to  naval  purpofes.  The  greater 
proportion  of  the  timber  is  now 
going  rapidly  to  decay,  and  ought 
to  be  cut  as  foon  as  polfible.  There 
are  now  in  the  foreft  of  Windfor 
about  2,230  acres  of  land,  on 
which  trees  are  ftanding ;  but 
throughout  the  whole  of  that  dif- 
tridl  there  is  not  a  fingle  fapling, 
or  growing  young  tree,  to  fucceed 
thofe  which  decay,  or  are  cut 
down.  There  are  alfo  in  the  fo¬ 
reft  about  22,233  acres  of  heath 
and  open  land,  on  which  there  are 
no  trees  of  any  age  or  kind,  ex¬ 
cepting  a  few  oak  and  beech  pol¬ 
lards  of  inconftderable  value. 

The  lodges  in  the  foreft  (except 
thofe  occupied  by  the  under  keep¬ 
ers,  which  are  mere  cottages)  are 
Cranbourn  Lodge,  New  Lodge, 


Swinley  Lodge,  and  Bagfhot 
Lodge  ;  and  it  appears,  by  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Lord  Cranley,  in  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  his  office  of  out  ranger, 
that  there  is  a  lodge  annexed  to 
his  office,  called  Trys  Lodge,  near 
Chertfey  (which  is  out  of  the  fo¬ 
reft),  now  in  the  occupation  of 
Admiral  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  Ba¬ 
ronet. 

Cranbourn  Lodge  was  occupied 
by  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter,  when  lord 
warden  of  the  foreft  ;  it  has,  fince 
his  death,  been  completely  repaired 
and  fitted  up,  and  is  now  in  the 
occupation  of  the  Hon.  George Vil- 
liers,  by  permiffion  of  his  Majefty, 
but  who  does  not  hold  any  office 
within  the  foreft. 

New  Lodge  was  granted  by  his 
Majefty,  with  the  office  of  ranger 
of  New  Lod^e  Walk,  for  life,  to 
her  Highnefs  Princefs  Sophia  of 
Gloucefter,  by  letters  patent,  in 
the  year  1798.  This  lodge,  as  her 
highnefs  ftates,  in  her  explanation 
of  her  office,  is  in  fuch  a  dilapi¬ 
dated  ftate,  that  it  is  fcarce  habit¬ 
able  by  the  fervants  who  are  put 
into  it  to  take  care  of  it.  There  are 
about  twenty  acres  of  grafs  land 
attached  to  this  lodge. 

Swinley  Lodge,  with  its  inclo- 
fures,  containing  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  acres,  is  always 
occupied  by  the  mafter  or  keeper 
of  his  Majefty's  ftag  hounds,  who 
is  at  the  fame  time  ranger  and 
keeper  of  Swinley  Walk,  and  cir- 
cuitor  bailiff  and  chief  forefter  of 
Battel  Bailiwick. 

The  ftate  of  Bagfhot  Lodge  is 
much  more  ruinous  than  that  of 
New  Lodge,  and  is  in  no  degree 
whatever  habitable ;  there  is  a 
large  quantity  of  building  belong- 
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ing  to  it,  and  it  was  for  many  years 
inhabited  by  the  late  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Cox  and  his  family,  but  has 
been  long  deferted. 

Brighton ,  June  3. — “  This  has 
been  one  of  the  mod  tempeftuous 
days  ever  remembered  here.  The 
number  of  mackarel  boats  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  place  are  twenty-two, 
twenty  of  which  unfortunately  were 
at  fea.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  four  of  them,  at  great  hazard 
and  difficulty,  ran  on  fhore,  and 
were  preferved.  An  equal  number, 
we  have  fince  heard,  were  fimilarly 
fuccefsful  at  Lancing.  At  about 
two  o’clock  p.  m.  the  boat  of  J. 
Pried,  (on  board  of  which  were  his 
brother,  W.  Pried,  a  fon  of  the 
latter,  and  two  men,  of  the  names 
of  Wm.  Leech  and  J.  Serjeant,) 
was  feen  within  a  mile  of  the 
town,  making  every  poffible  effort 
to  gain  the  fhore.  Their  endea¬ 
vours,  however,  were  not  fuccefs- 
ful ;  a  tremendous  wave  upfet  the 
boat,  and  all  on  board  perifhed, 
within  fight  of  hundreds  of  fpefta- 
tors  on  the  clifts.  The  poor  fellows, 
as  the  boat  did  not  immediately 
fink,  but  floated  keel  upwards, 
were  feen,  foon  after  the  accident, 
on  her  bottom  ;  but  the  waves  were 
too  turbulent  and  powerful  to  per¬ 
mit  them  long  to  remain  there,  and 
human  affidance  could  afford  them 
no  relief.  One  of  the  poor  fellows, 
J.  Serjeant,  partly  buoyed  up  by  a 
bundle  of  nets  which  he  grafped, 
appeared  within  about  twenty  yards 
of  the  fhore,  and  a  very  numerous 
body  of  the  fifhermen,  enlinked 
with  ropes,  that  the  fea  might  not 
wafh  away  the  extremity,-  or  fever 
the  line  they  had  formed,  tried 
every  poffible  means  to  fave  him. 
At  times  they  were  within  a  yard 
or  two  of  their  object,  who  ocea- 


donally  clafped  his  hands  together, 
as  befeeching  them  to  continue 
their  exertions.  Serjeant,  however, 
was  not  to  be  refeued  from  the  de¬ 
vouring  element ;  for  the  nets  which 
had  previoudy  fupported,  in  the  end 
twined  round  him.  The  drowning 
man,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  at 
the  moment,  had  jud  drength  left 
feebly  to  ejaculate,  £(  My  heart  is 
gone  then  clafping  his  hands  to¬ 
gether,  and  railing  his  eyes  towards 
heaven,  he  funk  to  rife  no  more. 
Three'  widows  and  eighteen  chil¬ 
dren  are  left  almod  friendlefs  by 
this  Blocking  catadrophe.  Of  the 
Mayflower,  which  upfet  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  get  into  Shoreham  har¬ 
bour,  John  Spicer  only  was  drown¬ 
ed.  At  Hadings,  it  is  underdood, 
the  dorm  was  more  feverely  felt 
among  the  fifhermen  than  at  Brigh¬ 
ton,  no  lefs  than  twenty,  it  isfaid, 
belonging  to  that  town  having  lod 
their  lives. 

Two  Inqueds  were  held  at  g^ 
the  houfe  of  Benjamin  Perry,  * 
called  the  Brill-Houfe,  Skinner- 
dreet,  Somers- town,  in  the  parifh 
of  St.  Pancras,  before  George  Hodg- 
fon,  efq.  one  of  the  coroners  for 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  on  the 
bodies  of  Sarah  the  wife,  and 
Henry  the  fon,  of  Samuel  Davey, 
of  the  fame  dreet,  fhoemaker. 
The  principal  vvitnefs  was  Elizabeth 
Blackman,  mother  of  the  deceafed 
woman.  She  was  extremely  affect¬ 
ed,  and  told  her  dory  in  the  mod 
plain  and  feeling  terms.  Her  date- 
men  t  was  corroborated  by  the  tef- 
tirnony  of  James  Davies,  a  butcher, 
who  lived  next  door.  The  fub- 
dance  of  the  evidence  was  this : — - 
The  deceafed  woman  was  thirty-fix. 
years  of  age,  and  her  child  only  fix 
months  old;  the  unhappy  man  was 
thirty-feven.  Pie  had  been  afllid- 
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€d  with  infanity  a  long  while  ago, 
and  was  twice  confined  in  St.  Luke’s. 
He  returned  to  his  family  about 
two  years  ago,  and  ever  fmce  his 
intellects  were  in  a  fluctuating  flate, 
fome  times  regular,  and  fometimes 
deranged:  in  the  month  of  June  his 
brain  was  obferved  to  be  moft  par¬ 
ticularly  diftraCted.  He  had  made 
different  attempts  upon  the  life  of 
his  wife,  though  it  was  obferved 
that  he  loved  her  and  his  children 
moll  affectionately.  He  was  an  un¬ 
commonly  fober  and  induffrious 
man,  but  when  his  work  grew  flack, 
he  became  apprehend ve  left  he 
Ihould  fee  his  wife  and  children 
ftarve;  at  the  fame  time  he  fcorned 
to  apply  to  theparifh  for  relief,  and 
when  advifed  to  do  fo,  he  would 
fay,  (c  No,  I  would  deftroy  myfelf 
fi rfb . ^ ,  He  had  had  hardly  any  work 
for  fome  time  back,  and  it  was 
known  that  the  family  had  fome¬ 
times  gone  twenty-four  hours  or  up¬ 
wards  without  fuftenance  of  any 
kind.  About  a  fortnight  ago  he 
obferved  that  he  felt  his  unfortunate 
malady  come  on ;  for  the  laft  week 
lie  took  no  reft  by  night,  and  enjoy¬ 
ed  no  converfation  by  day  ;  he  was 
heard  frequently  to  mutter,  A 
pigeon  here  and  a  pigeon  there, 
lay  all  alike ;  all  lie  alike.”  On 
Sunday  night  he  wanted  the  old  wo¬ 
man  to  go  up- flairs  in  their  fmall 
houfe  (conflfting  of  two  rooms),  to 
fleep  in  the  room  with  him  and  his 
wife.  Providentially  the  two  eldeft 
children,  who  flept  with  the  old 
woman,  were  in  bed,  and  fhe  did 
not  go  up  until  Monday  night, 
He  was  then  overpowered  with  the 
want  of  reft,  and  did  not  awaken 
until  fix  in  the  morning  ;  the  old 
woman  then  awakened  without 
bearing  any  noife.  She  faw  the 
child  dead,  and  her  daughter  nearly 


fo.  After  fome  ftruggling,  Ike 
wrefted  the  handle  of  a  hatchet 
from  his  hand,  with  which  he  had 
committed  the  horrid  deed,  and  a 
broom  handle  with  a  knife-blade 
at  one  end,  and  a  piece  of  lead  at 
the  other,  which  he  kept  to  proteCl 
himfelf  againft  being  taken  again 
to  St.  Luke’s.  He  threatened  her 
life  alfo,  and  would  have  done  the 
fame  to  the  whole  family,  file  be¬ 
lieved,  if  he  had  not  been  flopped. 
The  old  woman  had  the  prefence 
of  mind  flrft  to  turn  the  two  eldeft 
children  down  flairs.  They  gave 
the  alarm.  Davies  and  other 
neighbours  came  in ;  the  man 
(Davey)  drew  a  razor  crofs-ways 
oppoftte  his  throat,  but  never  touch¬ 
ed  it.  The  woman  lingered  for 
half  an  hour  ;  fhe  was  ftabbed  with 
a  knife,  her  head  almoft  fevered  in 
two  with  the  hatchet,  and  was  fe- 
verely  bruifed  with  the  lap-flone. 
The  head  of  the  poor  infant  was 
cruftied  to  a  mummy.  The  coro-, 
ner  obferved,  that  notwithftanding 
there  was  to  his  mind  abundant 
proof  of  infanity,  yet  that,  as  the 
man  had  evidently  taken  the  life 
of  two  fellow-creatures,  and  thofe 
fuch  as  he  was  bound  by  law  and 
by  nature  to  proteCl  and  cherifh, 
in  his  opinion  it  would  not  be  pru¬ 
dent  for  them  to  difeharge  that  guilt 
by  returning  a  verdiCl  of  infanity. 
If  they  returned  a  verdiCl  of  Mur¬ 
der,  the  man  would  be  fecured,  and 
taken  to  trial  before  a  proper  tri¬ 
bunal,  where  there  was  no  doubt 
he  would  be  properly  taken  care  of, 
and  there  could  be  little  doubt  as 
to  the  decifion.  The  jury  then  re¬ 
turned  a  verdiCl  of  Wilful  Murder 
on  each  cafe,  againft  Samuel  Da¬ 
vey.  The  inqueft  fat  from  one  till 
half  after  four  o’clock. 

Dijon ,  June  %th, — The  florin, 

which 
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which  on  the  29th  of  May  laft, 
caufed  fuch  terrible  devaluation 
at  Paris.,  has  alfo  done  confiderable 
damage  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chalons-fur-Saone.  More  than 
twenty  ftrong. built  houfes  have 
been  totally  unroofed,  or  blown 
down,  and  whole  orchards  have 
been  deftroyed.  In  the  woods  of 
Baudriere  and  St.  Etienne,  more 
than  160  trees  were  blown  down, 
amongft  which  was  an  oak  mea- 
furing  more  than  two  metres  (feven 
French  feet)  in  circumference.  This 
ftorm  was  fo  violently  felt  at 
Thoray,  that  an  elm  lituated  by 
the  fide  of  the  houfes  was  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  and  thrown  to  the 
oppofite  fide  a  confiderable  dillance. 
A  young  man,  of  about  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  was  carried  over  a 
hedge  of  fome  height  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  wind.  A  fmall  cot¬ 
tage  at  Boulay  was  wholly  re¬ 
moved  from  its  fcite,  and  thrown 
into  the  middle  of  a  hemp-held  ; 
providentially  its  poor  inhabitants 
were  abfent  at  labour  when  this 
fingular  occurrence  took  place. 
Fortunately  no  lives  were  loft  dur¬ 
ing  this  ftorm,  which,  it  is  con- 
jedured,  was  occafioned  by  a  wa- 
ter-fpout,  as  the  water  of  the 
Saone  was  obferved  at  the  time  to 
have  rifen  with  violence  to  a  very 
confiderable  height. 

Mont  de  Marfan ,  June  6th.— 
The  27th  and  29th  ult.  have  been 
days  of  great  diftrefs  and  defolation 
to  fifteen  or  fixteen  communes  of 
this  department,  where  the  rye, 
wheat,  and  fundry  fmall  grain, 
have  been  totally  deftroyed  by  a 
tremendous  fall  ©f  hail  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  fize  ;  the  vineyards  Pave  alfo 
fuffered  confiderably,  as  thofe 
which  had  efcaped  the  efFeds  of 
the  froft,  were  now  deftroyed  by 


the  fall  of  the  hail.  The  lofs  fuf- 
tained  is  incalculable,  and  the  un¬ 
fortunate  fufferers  are  for  the  great- 
eft  part  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
public  charity,  or  to  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  the  government. 

Evrez/Xj  'fune  C)th. — On  Satur¬ 
day,  the  3d  inftant,  a  wolf  of  an 
enormous  fize  came  out  of  a  wood, 
and  rufhed  on  fome  children  of  the 
commune  of  St.  Clair  d’Arcy, 
a rrondi dement  de  Berney,  in  the 
department  of  the  Eure.  The  fe¬ 
rocious  animal  feized  a  little  girl 
of  feven  years  of  age,  and  tore  its 
fkull  and  face  very  much  ;  when 
Peter  Robert  Felix  Cheron,  alarmed 
by  the  cries  of  the  children,  armed 
himfeJf  with  a  pitchfork,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  wolf,  who  im¬ 
mediately  left  his  prey  for  the 
purpofe  of  attacking  him.  The 
brave  fellow,  prompted  by  his  hu¬ 
manity,  flood  undifmayed  at  this 
critical  moment,  and  fteadily  await¬ 
ed  the  approach  of  the  furious  ani¬ 
mal;  when,  by  a  well-aimed  ftroke, 
he  pierced  him  with  his  fork,  and 
after  fuftaining  a  long  ftruggle, 
during  which  time  the  animal  loft 
part  of  his  ftrength,  with  a  vaft 
deal  of  blood,  he,  by  a  fecond 
well-timed  blow,  knocked  out  one 
of  his  eyes  ;  his  wife  luckily  ar¬ 
riving  at  this  jundure  with  a 
bludgeon,  a  (lifted  him  in  killing 
the  wolf.  The  prefed:  has  ordered 
a  gratuity  to  be  paid  to  this  brave 
man  ;  and  has  likewife  ordered 
fome  pecuniary  afliftance  to  be 
given  to  the  unfortunate  woman 
whofe  children  fell  a  vidim  to  the 
ferocity  of  the  animal. 

Egra,  June  13.-— On  the  night 
between  the  6th  and  7th,  a  dread¬ 
ful  conflagration  took  place  in  this 
city,  which  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
fpread  its  deftrudive  ravages 
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through  it.  The  fquare  of  St. 
John,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
houfes,  is  totally  deftroyed.  The 
Vorbourg,  and  the  ftreets  called 
Dumoulin,  Pimeney,  St.  Nicholas, 
the  Fluth,  the  Steingaffe,  the 
whole  of  the  Schifgaffe,  as  far  as 
the  Dominican  convent,  and  a  part 
of  the  ftreet  called  Hinterderfchu- 
len  ;  all  the  ftreets  juft  mentioned 
form  one  complete  heap  of  ruins. 
The  roof,  together  with  the  two 
towers,  and  the  organ,  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  was 
entirely  burnt,  and  the  bells  melted. 
The  churches  of  St.  John  and  St. 
Michael,  the  commandery  of  the 
Teutonic  Order,  the  hofpital,  the 
afylum  for  orphans,  the  military 
ovens,  the  barracks  for  the  recruits, 
the  military  hofpital,  and  three  of 
the  city  gates,  fell  a  prey  to  the 
flames  ;  and  although  eight  days 
are  elapfed  fince  this  terrible  acci¬ 
dent  occurred,  the  flames  are  ftill 
perceived,  from  time  to  time, 
riling  from  the  midft  of  the  ruins. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fix  houfes 
have  been  entirely  burnt,  and  five 
hundred  families  are  reduced  to 
beggary.  The  fire  was  fo  excef- 
fively  rapid  and  fierce,  that  it  was 
totally  impracticable  to  fave  any 
thing. 

The  hill  called  Standedge,  on  the 
line  of  the  Huddersfield  canal,  is 
now  perforated,  forming  a  tunnel 
of  nearly  three  miles  in  length, 
through  a  rocky  mountain.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  York- 
fhire  hills,  which  were  with  diffi¬ 
culty  pafled  a  century  ago,  on 
horfeback,  are  now  crofted  by  three 
navigable  canals,  on  which  not  lefs 
than  a  million  of  money  hath  been 
expended. 

,  This  afternoon,  as  the  fe- 
^ta’  cond  daughter  of  Mr.  Eley, 


who  refides  in  Northumberland*, 
ftreet,  was  palling  through  Spring- 
gardens,  with  as  infant  child  in 
her  arms,  two  bricks  fell  from  the 
fcaffolding  before  Mr.  Thompfon’s 
houfe,  at  the  corner  of  New-ftreet, 
and  fraCtured  both  their  fkulls. 
They  dropped  inftantly  fenfelefs  to 
the  ground,  and  are  not  expeCted 
to  furvive. 

Court  of  C  ommon  Pleas.-—  ^  , 
Collins  V.  Sir  Richard  Phillips, 

Knt.  and  Chrijlopher  Smithy  Efq. 
late  Sheriffs. — This  was  an  aCtion 
of  trefpafs  brought  by  the  plaintiff, 
a  glafs. manufacturer  in  the  Strand, 
againft  the  defendants,  as  fheriffs 
of  Middlefex,  for  the  feizure  of  a 
number  of  articles  in  cut-glafs,  the 
property  of  the  plaintiff,  and  in  his 
houfe,  under  an  allegement  that 
they  were  the  property  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Suftex.  The 
point  to  be  decided  then  was,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  the  glafs  in  queftion 
belonged  to  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

To  afcertain  the  faCt,  the  Royal 
Duke  was  fworn  and  examined  ; 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  ftated,  that 
as  he  had  not  at  that  time  (nor  we 
believe  ever  fince)  an  eftablifhment 
of  his  own,  he  had  ordered,  upon 
a  particular  occafion,  a  fervice  of 
glafs,  in  the  month  of  January', 
1807,  to  be  fent  by  the  plaintiff  to 
his  apartments  in  Kenfington  pa¬ 
lace,  which  he  confidered  and  in¬ 
tended  to  have  been  fent  upon  hire. 
He  had  alfo  ordered  from  the  plain¬ 
tiff  a  fervice  of  cut  glafs  on  pur- 
chafe,  but  never  had  feen  any  part 
of  it.  Whether  any  of  the  glafs 
fent  on  hire  was  intended  to  com¬ 
plete  the  order  for  purchafe,  he 
could  not  tell ;  but  he  certainly  con¬ 
ceived  the  glafs  fent  to  him  on  the 
2 1  ft  January,  1807,  as  on  hire. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  was  then  fhown 
15  a  bill 
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a  bill  of  parcels ;  but,  on  interro¬ 
gation,  he  could  not  ftate  that  it 
fpecified  any  of  the  articles  fent  to 
the  palace. 

Two  fervants  of  Mr.  Collins 
proved  that  they  had  been  fent 
down  to  the  palace  to  take  care 
of  the  glafs  while  there ;  that  it 
was  never  out  of  their  fight,  fave 
during  dinner  ;  and  after  the  enter¬ 
tainment,  it  was  given  back  to  their 
care,  and  conveyed  to  Mr.  Collins’s 
houfe  ;  and  they  confidered  it  as 
only  hired  to  the  duke.  They  could 
not  fpeak  pofi ti vely  as  to  the  value. 
They,  however,  proved  that  one  of 
the  vafes  in  the  fervice  was  valued 
at  five  hundred  guineas. 

The  defence  alleged  was,  that,  a 
delivery  of  the  glafs  at  the  duke’s 
refidence  having  been  proved,  it 
conftituted  a  property  in  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  its  return  to  the 
plaintiff,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of 
completing  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
order. 

Sir  James  Mansfield  fummed  up 
the  evidence  for  the  jury,  who 
dire&ly  found  a  verdifl  for  the 
plaintiff,  fubjeft,  however,  to  an 
award. 

Small  Livings.  —  According  to 
the  official  returns  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  livings  under  the 
value  of  150/.  per  annum,  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,  is  3291  ;  out  of 
thefe  are  7  not  exceeding  10/.  per 
annum  ;  58  from  20/.  to  30/. ;  151 
from  30/.  to  4.0/.  ,*187  from  40/.  to 
50/.  ;  355  from  50/.  to  60/.  ;  327 
from  60/.  to  70/.;  261  from  70/.  to 
So/. ;  261  from  So/,  to  90/. ;  271 
from  90/.  to  100/.;  237  from  100/. 
to  1 10/;  258  from  1 1  oL.  to  1  20/.  ; 
212  from  J20/.  to  130 /. ;  167  from 
130/.  to  140/. ;  and  132  from  140/. 
to  150/.  per  annum.  From  the 


above,  St.  David’s,  Ely,  Norwich, 
and  Rochefter,  are  excepted,  as 
certificates  have  not  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  thefe  diocefes. 

Portfmouth'— This  morn-  , 
ing,  about  eleven  o’clock,  2 ^  9 
a  dreadful  explofion  took  place, 
attended  with  the  moft  melancholy 
confequences.  The  fecond  batta¬ 
lion  of  the  8th  regiment  having 
been  relanded  a  few  days  fince, 
their  baggage  and  ammunition 
were  placed  on  Point  Beach,  where 
they  remained  till  this  morning, 
when  an  old  woman  emptying  a 
pipe  which  flue  had  been  fm  oak  ing 
among  the  baggage,  the  fparks  fell 
on  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  and  in 
an  inftant  explofion  took  place. 
The  effect  was  moft  dreadful. 
About  thirty  men,  women,  and 
children,  were  literally  blown  to 
atoms,  and  the  remains  of  their 
bodies,  limbs,  and  heads,  are 
ftrewed  in  all  directions.  One 
poor  fellow  was  blown  over  the 
whole  of  the  buildings  in  Point- 
ftreet  ;  another  againft  the  wall  of 
the  Union  tavern,  as  high  as  the 
garret-window ;  the  thigh  of  a 
third  was  blown  as  far  as  Broad- 
ftreet  Point.  I  have  feen  numbers 
of  legs,  arms,  &c.  taken  from  the 
tops  of  houfes,  and  the  whole  pre¬ 
fen  ts  a  fhocking  feene  beyond  de~ 
feription.  All  the  houfes  below 
Broad-ftreet  Point  have  had  their 
fafhes  blown  out ;  and  the  Star  and 
Garter,  and  Union,  together  with 
every  houfe  from  the  beach  up~ 
wards,  have  had  the  whole  of  their 
windows  completely  dcmoliftied. 
The  barrel  of  powder  which  ex¬ 
ploded  flood  in  a  tier  with  fix  teen 
others*,  which  for  feveral  hours 
were  every  moment  expeCled  to 
explode,  as  the  fmoking  fragments 
were  literally  ftrewed  over  them 

but 
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but  a  company  of  the  Worcefter 
militia,  with  fome  refolute  Tailors 
at  their  head,  ventured  to  thefpot, 
and  cleared  the  burning  fragments 
from  the  remaining  barrels.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  this  bold  enterprife,  which 
will  doubtlefs  be  duly  rewarded, 
almoft  all  the  families  fled  in  con- 
fufion  to  Portfdown-hill,  expeding 
the  whole  towrn  to  be  deftroyed  by 
the  apprehended  exploflon ;  but 
they  have  fmce  returned,  imploring 
bleffings  on  the  heads  of  the  brave 
fellows  who  faved  the  town  from 
general  deftrudion.  Lindergreen's 
itore,  the  Star  and  Garter,  and 
Union,  were  on  Are  for  fome  time, 
but  not  deftroyed.  Many  win¬ 
dows  were  broken  at  Gofport,  and 
two  ovens  were  blown  down. 

r  ,  Middlefex  Seffions, — Hicks’s 

2  *  Hall. — The  Seffions  com¬ 

menced  on  Monday,  before  Mr. 
Main  waring,  and  the  bench  of 
juft  ices. 

Charles  Chijholm ,  Efq.  a  Bond* 
ftreet  lounger  of  univerfal  notoriety, 
Pood  indided  for  affaulting  a  Mr. 
Blacklin,  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
7th  of  May  laft,  at  tfie  profecutor’s 
houfe,  in  Blenheim-ftreet,  Oxford- 
ftreet.  It  appeared  from  the  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  profecutor  lived 
with  his  Afters,  who  are  reputable 
milliners,  in  Blenheim-ftreet,  and 
the  defendant,  a  young  man  of  Teem¬ 
ing  falhion,  lodged  at  the  Blen¬ 
heim  hotel,  immediately  oppoPte. 
The  defendant  was  obferved  tohave 
aded  at  various  times  with  the  moll 
reprehenfible  impropriety  and  inde¬ 
cency,  both  in  his  room,  which 
looked  towards  the  profecutor’s 
houfe,  and  in  the  ftreet, »  oppofite 
the  houfe;  more  particularly  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  ftated  in  the  in¬ 
dictment,  when  he  was  obferved  by 
the  .profecutor  to  walk  backwards 


and  forwards  feveral  times  in  front 
of  the  houfe,  calling  his  eyes  towards 
the  drawing-room,  where  the  Mifs 
Blaeklins  then  were,  with  fome  of 
their  female  acquaintance.  The 
profecutor  obferving  this  condud^ 
called  out,  and  defired  him  to  go 
about  his  bufinefs,  or  get  home  to 
his  garret ;  upon  which  the  defend¬ 
ant  croffed  the  way,  and  defired  to 
know  if  Mr.  Blacklin  had  addreffed 
himfelf  to  him.  Mr.  Blacklin  an* 
fwered  in  the  affirmative.  Upon 
which  the  defendant  vaulted  over 
the  railings,  got  partly  in  at  the  par¬ 
lour  window,  ftruck  the  profecutor 
repeatedly,  and  called  him  coward \ 
rafcal ,  pettifogger,  and  liar.  He 
was  at  length  forced  back  from  the 
window  ;  but  continued  by  his  cla¬ 
mour  to  raife  a  mob  round  the  door, 
threatening  all  manner  of  ven¬ 
geance  againft  the  profecutor,  if  he 
dared  to  come  out. 

A  gentleman  named  White,  who 
had  dined  with  the  profecutor,  his 
filler,  and  Mifs  White,  fuftained 
the  former  evidence,  and  ftated, 
that  the  condud  of  the  defendant 
was  at  all  times  extremely  indeli¬ 
cate  and  infolent. 

No  evidence  was  offered  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  and  the  jury 
inllantly  found  him  Guilty;  and  he 
was  fentenced  to  two  months  nnpri - 
fonment  in  the  Houfe  of  Correction. 

The  defendant,  a  fmart  young 
man,  about  twenty-five,  fafhion- 
ably  attired,  went  through  his 
ordeal  with  an  eafy  confidence,  un¬ 
til  the  palling  of  his  fentence,  which 
feemed  a  good  deal  to  affed  him. 

The  following  is  an  excel-  . 
lent  illuftration  of  a  well-  29t1n 
known  fad,  that  the  general 
tendency  of  currents  in  the  ocean 
is  from  theEali  towards  the  Weft. 

(copy.) 
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(copy.) 

£i  Neptune,  St.  John's  Roads, 
Antigua ,  June  29,  1809. 

(S  Sir, — As  the  inclofed  letters 
picked  up  in  a  bottle,  on  the  wind¬ 
ward  part  of  the  ifland  of  Marti™ 
nlque,  on  the  1 8th  of  April  iaft, 
tend  to  elucidate  the  Hate  of  the 
current  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  I 
enclofe  them  to  you,  with  a  requeft 
that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  make 
the  circumftance  known  to  the 
lords  commiffioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty. 

“  The  bottle  appears  to  have 
been  thrown  overboard  by  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth  packet,  going 
to  the  Brazils,  on  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1808,  in  lat.  14.  45,  and 
long.  25,  and  it  mu  ft  have  been 
carried  about  2020  miles  in  224 
days,  which  gives  nine  miles  per 

day  on  a  weft  courfe. 

•/ 

((  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  <(  Alex*  Cochrane/' 

,  The  dangerous  confe- 
*  *  quences  likely  to  refult  from 
fleeping  in  an  outhoufe,  during  a 
ftate  of  intoxication,  were  fingu- 
larly  exemplified  on  Thurfday  laft. 
A  labourer,  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Laybourn,  of  Whitney,  near  Ox¬ 
ford,  having  retired  greatly  ine¬ 
briated,  to  recover  from  a  debauch, 
was  attacked  by  fome  rats.  The 
liquor  and  fleep  had  fo  overpow¬ 
ered  the  unfortunate  man,  that  he 
was  incapable  either  of  repelling 
them,  or  calling  for  aftiftance. 
He  continued  in  an  agonized  ftate 
for  two  hours,  when  his  groans  at¬ 
tracted  the  notice  of  a  perfon  paf- 
fing  the  door,  and  who,  on  enter¬ 
ing,  found  a  number  of  rats  of  a 
large  fpecies,  aflembled  round  the 
feet  of  the  fufferer,  feven  of  whofe 
toes  had  been  entirely  devoured  by 
them. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX.  New  Se 


Court  of  Common  Pleas*-—  . 
Sittings  before  Sir  James  2<^  0 
Mansfield . — The  Earl  of  Leicefler  v„ 
the  Proprietors ,  &c.  of  the  Morning 
Herald . — This  was  an  action  for  a 
libel  againft  the  printer,  publifher, 
and  proprietors  of  the  Morning- 
Herald.  The  damages  were  laid 
at  20,000 /. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft  ftated  the  cafe 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  It  was 
an  adlion  againft  the  publifhers  of 
a  newfpaper,  for  a  libel  of  fuch  a 
nature  and  fuch  malignity,  as  per¬ 
haps  was  never  before  complained 
of  in  a  court  of  juftice.  When  he 
ftated  that  the  damages  were  laid 
at  20,000 /.  he  would  add,  that  he 
did  not  think  juftice  would  be  done 
to  his  client,  if  any  thing  lefs  than 
that  fum  was  awarded.  The  libel 
in  the  Morning  Herald  was  a  para¬ 
graph  on  the  3d  of  December,  1 808, 
to  the  following  effedf {  Articles 
have  been  exhibited  againft  a  noble 
lord  by  his  lady,  fimilar  to  the  arti¬ 
cles  which  were  exhibited  by  Lady 
Audley  againft  her  lord,  upon  which 
he  was  convidted  and  defervedly 
executed  ;  but  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  there  were  circumftances  of 
far  greater  atrocity/*  Now,  as  to 
the  libel,  he  fhould  firft  afk,  is  it 
true  or  falfe  ?  It  was  unqueftion* 
ably  falfe  ;  for  if  fuch  articles  had 
been  exhibited,  the  defendants 
could  have  proved  them  from  the 
office  at  Doctors’  Commons,  where 
fuch  articles  mull  have  been  filed. 
This  charge  then,  as  falfe  as  it  was 
wicked,  the  defendants  muft  have 
known  to  be  falfe,  or  they  could 
have  eafily  afcertained  that  it  was 
falfe,  by  taking  the  pains  to  inquire 
at  Dodfors*  Commons  before  they 
inferted  it.  On  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  following  paragraph  was 
inferted: — “  The  wretched  fon  of 
flies.  [Z] 


an 
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an  Efiglifh  Marquis  has  abfconded, 
on  charges  which  Lady  C.  (Chart- 
ley  being  his  title  when  the  old 
Marquis  of  Townfhend  was  alive) 
has  exhibited  againfl  him.  A  fpe- 
cial  warrant  has  been  iffued  for 
apprehending  this  lord,  whofe  in¬ 
famies  have  long  rendered  him  a 
difgrace  to  human  nature. **  This 
fpecial  warrant  for  apprehending 
the  plaintiff,  was  a  pure  invention 
of  the  writer  of  the  paragraph. 
As  a  proof  of  the  malicious  motive 
in  which  thefe  publications  origi¬ 
nated,  he  fhould  hate,  that,  in  the 
month  of  April  preceding,  a  para¬ 
graph  had  been  put  in  the  Morning 
Herald,  announcing  the  feparation 
of  Lord  Chartley  and  his  lady,  at 
a  time  when  they  were  living 
affectionately  together.  In  confi- 
dering  the  malignity  of  this  libel, 
and  the  injury  it  was  likely  to  do, 
it  mull  be  recolle&ed  what  a  hor¬ 
ror  the  Britifh  nation  entertained 
againfl  the  vice  fo  imputed.  He 
trufted,  therefore,  that  the  jury 
would  confider  both  the  rank  of 
the  perfon  injured,  and  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  injury  which  had  been 
inflidled,  and  relied  upon  their 
finding  a  proper  verdidl. 

The  firfl  evidence  was  the  regis¬ 
ter  of  pamphlets  or  papers  at  the 
Stamp-office.  He  proved  the  de¬ 
fendants  to  have  fworn  themfelves 
proprietors,  printer,  and  publifher 
of  the  Morning  Herald. 

The  papers  were  then  produced, 
and  the  libellous  paragraphs  read. 

The  next  witnefs  was  Mr.  Bar- 
low,  who  produced  from  the  re¬ 
cords  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 
the  inquifition  upon  Lord  Audl,ey, 
his  indi&ment  and  convi&ion. 

Mr.  Mills,  folicitor  to  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  faid,  that  he  believed  the  para¬ 
graphs  which  had  been  read  to  ap¬ 


ply  to%the  plaintiff.  He  had  no 
doubt  at  all  of  it. 

This  witnefs  was  crofs-examined 
by  Serjeant  Cockle. 

The  cafe  of  the  plaintiff  was 
then  clofed. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cockle  then  rofeon 
the  part  of  the  defendants.  He  faid 
he  rofe  with  confiderable  concern 
upon  a  fubjedt,  odious  in  its  own 
nature,  and  which  muft  give  pain 
and  difgufl  to  every  man.  His 
learned  friend  would  have  wifhed 
them  to  believe,  that  the  afperfions 
againfl  the  character  of  Lord  Lei- 
cefler  originated  in  the  newfpaper 
which  was  conduced  by  the  de¬ 
fendants.  The  fadl,  however,  was, 
that  they  did  not ;  but  as  the  plain¬ 
tiff's  own  attorney  had  admitted, 
there  had  been  flying  rumours 
againfl  the  character  of  that  noble 
lord,  before  fuch  paragraphs  ever 
found  their  way  into  the  newfpaper* 
The  paragraphs  had  found  their 
way  into  the  public  papers  in  the 
ufual  manner,  and  the  proprietors 
had  offered  to  take  their  oaths  that 
they  were  not  the  authors,  and  did 
not  know  who  were.  Certainly  he 
was  not  an  advocate  for  flander  or 
licentioufnefs  in  the  prefs ;  but  it 
was  evident  that  public  papers  could 
not  be  printed,  if  the  conductors 
were  put  to  a  ftridt  j unification  of 
the  truth  of  every  paragraph  con¬ 
tained  in  them.  If  they  malicioufly 
invented  falfehoods,  or  lent  them¬ 
felves  wilfully  to  be  the  inflruments 
of  malice  in  others,  they  fhould  be 
refponfible  as  authors  of  thofe  ca¬ 
lumnies  ;  but  if,  without  any  ma¬ 
lice,  thefe  paragraphs  found  their 
way  into  their  papers  in  the  regular 
courfe  of  their  trade,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  were  flill  refponfible,  but 
not  in  the  fame  degree ;  nor  would 
a  jury  vifit  them  with  fo  ferious 
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damages.  It  was  allowed,  that 
notwithftanding  all  the  evils  which 
proceeded  from  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs,  the  publication  of  daily 
newfpapers,  and  the  letting  the 
public  know  what  was  going  on, 
was  of  infinite  advantage  to  the 
liberties  and  happinefs  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  His  learned  friend  had  fpoken 
of  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  and  his  wife 
having  lived  happily  together.  How 
did  he  attempt  to  prove  it  ?  did  he 
call  a  fingle  relation,  fervant,  or 
friend?  No;  all  the  evidence  on 
this  point  was,  that  his  attorney 
had  feen  Lady  Leicefter  at  her 
lord’s  table  near  a  year  after  the 
marriage.  The  fa<ft  was,  that  fo 
far  from  having  lived  happily  toge  ¬ 
ther,  there  was  nothing,  perhaps, 
in  the  whole  hiftory  of  married  life 
more  wretched.  Three  fleeplefs 
nights  were  all  they  pafled  together, 
and  after  that  time  they  were  never 
in  bed,  or  feldom  at  board  together. 
The  lady,  in  the  agony  of  an  almoft 
broken  heart,  and  in  fpite  of  female 
delicacy,  was  obliged  to  reveal  the 
wrongs  {he  had  fuftered.  She  had 
been  obliged  to  fit  down  at  the 
table  of  her  lord  with  wretches 
that  are  a  difgrace  to  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  who  ought  not  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  live.  There  was  Neri, 
the  Italianfecretary,Hayling,  Play¬ 
fair,  and  other  wretches  of  that 
defcription.  She  was  foon  banifhed 
from  his  houfe  by  fuch  conduct. 
When  he  was  at  Gloucefter-place, 
fhe  ufed  to  be  at  Paddington,  and 
when  he  was  at  Paddington,  ihe 
came  to  Gloucefter-place.  The 
noble  lord  had  brought  forward 
but  one  witnefs,  who  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter.  How  came  it  that 
he  brought  forward  no  relative,  no 
friend  of  rank  and  falhion  equal  to 
his  own,  none  of  his  j  uvenile  friends. 
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none  of  the  elders  of  the  college  in 
which  he  was  educated,  to  fupport 
his  chara&er  ?  On  this  fubjedt 
there  was  a  gaping  chafm,  and  it 
was  thought  proper  to  preferve  a 
profound  filence.  He,  like  other 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  travelled  in 
his  youth,  but  was  accompanied  by 
this  Italian,  Neri,  who  had  been 
called  his  fecretary.  This  man  he 
had  kept  in  a  moft  expenfive  man¬ 
ner.  When  Neri  married,  although 
he  had  not  a  {hilling  of  his  own, 
and  did  not  get  a  {hilling  with  his 
wife,  yet  they  took  a  houfe  at  a 
rent  of  150/.  per  annum,  and  Neri 
lived  more  with  his  lordftiip  than 
under  his  own  roof. 

Mr.  Beft  appealed  to  his  lord- 
fhip  whether  this  line  of  defence 
was  to  be  endured.  If  it  was*  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  any  de¬ 
fendant  to  deftroy  the  charatfter  of 
any  plaintiff,  by  a  ftory  that  he 
could  not  be  prepared  to  anfwer. 

Sir  James  Mansfield  thought  the 
learned  Serjeant  fhould  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  proceed  in  his  ftatement. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cockle  faid,  it  was 
abfolutely  necefi'ary  for  him  to 
make  this  ftatement,  to  prove  that 
what  had  been  ftated  by  his  learn¬ 
ed  friend  (Mr.  Serjeant  Beft)  as 
an  aggravation  of  the  malice,  was 
not  true.  It  was  alfo  his  duty  to 
prove  that  thofe  flyiug  rumours 
againft  the  character  of  Lord  Lei¬ 
cefter  were  fo  generally  heard  of, 
that  his  lordfhip’s  character  had 
not  fuftered  by  the  paragraphs  to 
the  extent  that  had  been  ftated,  as 
he  might  perhaps  (hew  that  his 
lordfhip’s  chara&er  was  previoufiy 
as  bad  in  this  refpect  as  any  man’s 
could  be,  who  was  not  aftually  con¬ 
victed  of  the  crime.  If  this  was 
the  cafe,  it  muft  moft  materially 
alter  the  damages.  As  to  the  ob- 
[Z  2]  fervation. 
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fervation  which  had  been  made  of 
the  difficulty  of  reftoring  a  man  to 
fociety  who  had  been  charged  with 
fuch  an  offence,  he  believed  that  his 
lordfhip  might,  whatever  were  the 
damages,  continue  to  mix,  with  the 
fame  refpeCt,  in  that  fort  of  com¬ 
pany  with  which  he  had  long  affo- 
ciated  ;  and  that  whatever  the 
damages  might  be,  that  they  would 
not  reftore  him  to  any  fort  of  fo¬ 
ciety  which  his  birth  and  rank  in 
life  appeared  to  entitle  him  toe 
He  felt  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
that  in  the  confideration  of  damages, 
the  jury  would  pay  confiderable 
attention  to  thofe  circumflances 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  prove. 

Mrs.  - — -  was  the  firft  witnefs 
called.  An  objection  was  made 
to  her  examination,  on  the  ground 
that  it  did  not  go  totally  to  eftablifh 
the  faCl ;  this  was  over-ruled,  as 
it  went  to  a  mitigation  of  damages. 
The  witnefs  admitted,  that  fhe 
lived  with  Lord  and  Lady  Lei¬ 
cefter  at  their  marriage  ;  that  they 
Jlept  together  only  three  or  four 
nights  immediately  after  it ;  that 
they  fometimes  lived  in  the  fame 
houfe,  but  that  generally  his  lord¬ 
fhip  redded  in  Weftbourn-place, 
Paddington,  and  Lady  Leicefter  in 
Gloucefter-place.  She  had  feen 
Hayling,  Neri,  and  Playfair,  at  his 
lordfhip’s  ;  they  all  dined  there  ; 
Hayling  fometimes  flept  there,-— 
Her  matter  and  mitt  refs  went  to 
the  country  in  Auguft;  his  lordfhip 
returned  from  it  in  a  day  or  two  ; 
her  ladyfhip  remained  till  Novem¬ 
ber.  She  had  feen  the  Lady 
Townfliends  at  Lord  Leicefter 's, 
but  never  faw  any  nobleman  there  ; 
except  at  meals,  his  lordfhip  gene¬ 
rally  fpent  his  time  with  Hay¬ 
ling. 

Mr.  Harraden  and  George  Smith 


were  the  next  witneffes,  but  their 
evidence  was  not  material. 

'  Wm.  Newton  was  matter  of  the 
Cocoa-nut  coffee  -houfe  in  1790. 
Neri  was  a  waiter  of  his  in  1792 
or  1793.  He  knew  no  harm  of 
Neri. 

Mr.Ridgway  depofed,  that  Neri 
lodged  with  him  eighteen  months, 
about  the  year  1801.  Lord  Lei¬ 
cefter  vifited  him  there  once  a 
week.  Neri  paid  a  guinea  a  week 
for  his  lodging. 

Mr.  Derew  was  an  auctioneer  ; 
he  fold  the  furniture  of  the  houfes 
in  Gloucefter-place  and  in  Weft- 
bourne-green,  by  Neri’s  direction  ; 
he  alfo  fold  the  furniture  of  Neri’s 
houfe  in  Baker-ftreet,  but  that  was 
a  feparate  concern. 

John  Newby  was  chapel  clerk  of 
Trinity-college,  Cambridge.  He 
knew  Lord  Leicefter  and  Neri  there. 
Neri  aCted  more  as  a  companion 
than  a  fervant  there.  Neri  flept  in 
his  lordfhip’s  chambers,  but  it  was 
cuftomary  for  fervants  to  fleep  on 
the  fame  floor  with  their  matters. 
Lord  Leicefter  was  confidered  an 
eccentric  character  in  college.  He 
ufed  to  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his  room 
for  a  week  together,  and  faw  no 
one ;  inftead  of  a  purple  gown, 
which  noblemen  generally  wore,  he 
wore  a  pink  one  ;  he  dreffed  his 
hair  effeminately,  and  was  called 
Mifs  Leicefter,  Lady  Chartley,  Sc c. 
in  derifion.  Many  ^gentlemen  in 
the  college,  however,  were  like 
ladies.  He  admitted  that  notorious 
reports,  accufing  Lord  Leicefter  of 
infamous  and  unnatural  crimes, 
were  prevalent  in  college  ;  he  did 
not  believe  them.  He  had  heard 
reports  of  others  alfo.  Lord  Lei¬ 
cefter  gave  fome  concerts,  at  which 
molt  of  the  nobility,  and  many  of 
the  feniors  of  the  college  attended. 

Neri 
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Neri  was  a  mufical  charafter  ;  his 
lordfhip  and  he  often  played  duets 
together.  Neri  played  on  the 
guitar. 

Hannah  Rulignal  knew  a  perfon 
of  the  name  of  Murray;  he  lodged 
with  her  one  year.  Lord  Leicefter 
often  viftted  him,  and  at  one  time 
when  he  was  fick  exp  refled  his  re¬ 
gret  at  it,  and  advifed  him  to  get 
good  advice.  Murray  was  not 
mufical. 

Rev.  H.  Boulter  was  Lord  Lei- 
cefter’s  tutor  at  college  :  the  caufe 
afligned  for  his  lordfhip’s  leaving 
college  was,  that  he  was  going 
abroad. 

Col.  Rainsford,  i  ft  guards,  de- 
pofed,  that  there  was  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Frith,  a  private  in  his  regi¬ 
ment  :  that  after  a  (hort  abfence 
from  the  regiment,  he  found  many 
men  with  gold  watches,  and  Frith 
among  the  reft  ;  when  in  plain  drefs 
alfo,  they  wore  as  good  cloaths  as 
he  did.  Lord  Leicefter  gave  Frith 
the  watch.  He  heard  that  his 
lordlhip  ufed  to  walk  arm  in  arm 
with  the  privates  of  his  regiment 
in  May  and  June  1806.  He  had 
heard  vile  reports  of  Lord  Leicefter 
for  the  laft  three  years. 

Lord  John  Townfhend  faid,  he 
was  uncle  to  Lord  Leicefter.  He 
was  not  on  terms  with  him  ;  their 
quarrel  was  not  perfonal ;  he  dif- 
liked  his  lordfhip’s  condud  to  his 
father  ;  he  did  not  know  him  after 
his  marriage,  but  lady  John  fome- 
times  vifited  at  his  houfe. 

The  evidence  was  here  clofed  ; 
and  Serjeant  Bell,  at  fome  length, 
eloquently  addreflfed  the  jury  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiff*. 

Sir  James  Mansfield  commented 
at  fome  length  upon  the  evidence. 
He  went  into  an  hiftory  of  the  prefs 
in  this  country,  from  the  time  of  its 
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firft  eftablifhment  to  the  abolition 
of  the  office  of  licenfer.  The  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  a  term  blindly  ufed 
by  many  modern  writers  and  fpeak- 
ers  ;  it  did  not  mean  the  liberty  of 
fpeaking  political  treafon  or  private 
flander,  but  it  merely  meant  the 
liberty  of  fpeaking  what  it  chofe, 
liable  to  the  correction  of  the  laws 
of  the  land.  Undoubtedly  in  the 
prefent  cafe  a  verdid  muft  be  found 
for  the  plaintiff*,  but  at  the  fame 
time  the  damages  were  liable  to 
mitigation,  from  the  cireumftances 
of  the  evidence,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  the  jury. — Verdi  ft  for 
the  Plaintiff  iooo/. — Cofts  4.0s. 

Court  of  Exchequer. — Sedudiion. 
Strange  v.  Gore. — -This  was  an 
aCtion  brought  by  the  plaintiff*,  who 
is  a  watchmaker  at  Kingfton-upon- 
Thames,  againft  the  defendant,  a 
captain  of  dragoons,  ftationed  at 
Hampton-court,  for  the  purpofe  of 
recovering  compenfation  for  the 
fedudion  of  his  daughter,  a  beau- 
tiful  girl  from  fourteen  to  fifteen 
years  of  age.  It  will  probably  be 
recollected,  that  this  tranfadion 
was  mentioned  in  the  public  papers, 
and  made  fome  noife  at  the  time  it 
took  place,  which  was  in  January 
laft. 

Mr.  Dauncey  ftated  the  cafe  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  detailing 
the  particulars,  which  afterwards 
were  produced  in  evidence,  and 
then  read  fome  very  ardent  love 
letters  written  to  the  girl  after  the 
fedudion.  He  took  it  for  granted, 
that  no  witneftes  would  be  called 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  They 
would  only  have  an  able  fpeech 
from  his  learned  friend  (Serjeant 
Beft),  But  they  would  recollect 
that  words  were  not  fads.  The 
father,  they  would  reecolled,  was 
bound  by  law  to  fupport  his 
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daughter,  while  he  was  now  de¬ 
prived  of  the  hope  of  procuring 
her  an  honourable  eHablifhment  by 
marriage,  owing  to  the  grofs  mif- 
condu&of  the  defendant,  who,  they 
would  alfo  remember,  was  nearly 
allied  to  fome  noble  families,  and 
able  to  afford  a  liberal  compenfa- 
tion.  Under  all  the  circumflances, 
they  would  either  give  the  whole 
of  the  damages,  which  were  laid 
at  5,000/.  or  at  leaf!  a  very  confi- 
derable  portion  of  that  fum. 

Mifs  Lydia  Strange  was  then 
called,  who  depofed,  that  on  the 
iH  of  January  laH  fhie  went  to 
Hampton  Court,  on  a  vlflt  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Mr.  Bear  or  Vear,  who 
had  fome  charge  of  the  palace. 
While  walking  in  the  cloiHers  of 
the  palace  with  jane  Hicks,  the 
maid  fervant,  (he  met  Captain 
Gore,  whom  (he  had  feen  at  King¬ 
ston  before,  but  had  never  fpoke 
to  ;  Captain  Gore  paffed  on  with¬ 
out  fpeaking  to  her  at  that  time, 
but  he  fpoke  to  Jane  Hicks.  She 
then  Hated,  that  when  (he  went  out 
to  walk  in  a  day  or  two  after,  Jane 
Hicks  propofed,  by  way  of  joke, 
that  they  fhould  go  and  throw  fome 
gravel  at  the  window  of  Captain 
Gore.  She  alien  ted,  and  the  fer- 
vrant  went  and  threw  the  gravel, 
upon  which  they  both  ran  away  ; 
but  Captain  Gore  followed  them, 
and  having  come  up  took  her  by 
the  hand.  They  were  not  together 
more  than  five  minutes  at  that 
time,  as  Jane  Hicks  came  up,  and 
told  her,  that  Mrs.  Bear,  or  Vear, 
was  waiting  for  her.  Another 
time  fhe  happened  to  go  into  the 
chapel,  the  door  being  open,  and 
Captain  Gore  having  obferved 
her,  followed  her  into  the  chapel. 
He  took  off  his  hat  and  killed  her, 
but  obferving  fome  men  at  work 


about  the  windows  of  the  chapel* 
he  went  out  and  left  her  there. 
Some  time  after  he  returned,  and 
bolted  the  door.  Jane  Hicks  was 
there  at  that  time.  Captain  Gore 
entreated  that  he  might  fee  her  in 
the  evening,  which  fhe  refufed  ; 
and  then  Captain  Gore  begged  of 
Jane  Hicks  to  perfuade  her  to  meet 
him.  Captain  Gore  gave  her  fome 
grapes,  and  to  Jane  Hicks  he  gave 
a  one  pound  note.  He  alked  her 
when  fhe  was  to  return  to  King- 
Hon,  and  (he  told  him  that  fhe  was 
to  return  the  next  day.  She  next 
Hated,  that  fhe  had  gone  home  to 
Kingfion,  but  for  fome  reafon,  not 
material  to  the  caufe,  fhe  had  gone 
to  Hampton  Court  almoH  immedi¬ 
ately  after.  As  fhe  was  out  walk¬ 
ing  with  Mifs  Bear,  or  Vear,  a 
child  of  about  ten  years  of  age, 
fhe  faw  Captain  Gore  coming  from 
the  oppofite  direction  in  a  curricle, 
along  with  a  Lieutenant  LiHer,  or 
LeiceHer.  They  paffed  on  with¬ 
out  any  thing  having  been  faid. 
But  Captain  Gore  came  to  them 
foon  after,  and  perfuaded  them  to 
go  to  his  lodgings.  They  went, 
and  continued  there  till  it  was 
pretty  fate.  He  gave  them  three 
kinds  of  wine  ;  claret,  Madeira, 
hock.  She  drank  of  them  all.  In 
anfwer  to  a  queffion  from  the  lord 
chief  baron,  fhe  faid,  that  Hie 
had  fometimes  before  drank  wine. 
They  then  propofed  to  return 
home,  and  Captain  Gore  faid  he 
would  walk  home  with  them.  They 
however  went  to  walk  by  the  wall 
of  Bufhy  Park.  Soon  after  fhe 
heard  a  noife,  as  of  one  walking 
behind.  Captain  Gore  whiHled, 
and  called  out  Henry,  and  then 
Mr.  LiHer,  or  LeiceHer,  came  up. 
The  latter  took  the  arm  of  Mifs 
Bear,  or  Vear,  and  walked  on  with 
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tier  before;  leaving  the  witnefs 
and  Captain  Gore  behind.  She 
foon  after  faw  fomebody  with  a 
lantern  coming  up,  upon  which 
Captain  Gore  propofed  to  her  to 
crofs  the  road,  that  they  might  not 
be  obferved.  From  the  voice  of 
him  who  palled,  who  pronounced 
the  name  of  (( Strange,”  lire  knew 
it  was  Mr.Vear.  She  then  faid  to 
Captain  Gore  that  fhe  was  afraid 
to  return  home  after  being  out  fo 
late  ;  upon  which  he  propofed  that 
fhe  fhould  go  with  him,  and  he 
would  take  her  to  a  young  lady 
who  would  take  care  of  her.  She 
refufed  at  firft,  but  he  afterwards 
perfuaded  her.  They  then  walked 
on  for  fome  time  ;  when  (he  alked 
whether  the  relidence  of  the  young 
lady  was  far  off.  He  faid  not  very 
far  off.  They  got  a  poft-cbaife,  at 
a  place  which  (he  afterwards  under- 
flood  to  be  Hounllow.  This  chaife 
broke  down,  but  they  got  another, 
and  proceeded  ftraight  to  London. 
They  were  fet  down  at  a  place 
which  fhe  afterwards  underftood  to 
be  Leicefter-fquare.  From  this 
they  walked  to  a  houfe  in  Chan.. 
dos-ftreet,  where  they  had  refrefh - 
nients  and  wine.  She  went  to  bed, 
and  foon  after  Captain  Gore  came 
to  the  bed-room  undreffed.  She 
alked  him  if  he  intended  to  Deep 
there  ?  He  anfwered  “  yes,”  upon 
which  Ihe  laid,  he  Ihould  not  Deep 
there  ;  but  he  faid  he  would,  and 
in  fad  did  deep  with  her.  Next 
morning  they  went  to  a  houfe  in 
South-ftreet,  Soho-fquare,  where 
ihe  faw  a  Mifs  Dunn,  and  there 
they  continued  for  that  night.  Mr. 
Lifter,  or  Leicefter,  xalled  next 
morning,  and  they  went  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Mr.  Deffin,  or  Veftey, 
an  attorney,  and  then  drove  to  an 
hotel  in  a  hackney  coach,  where 


they  dined.  Lodgings  were  then 
taken  for  her  in  Thanet. place. 
Temple-bar,  where  fhe  and  Captain 
Gore  lived  under  the  names  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Graham,  till  they  were 
difcovered  by  the  Bow-ftreet  offi¬ 
cers,  and  Hie  was  carried  to  her 
father’s.  The  whole  of  this  took 
place  between  the  ill  and  12th  of 
January. 

Crofs- examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Bcji. 

She  admitted  that  Ihe  had  nodded 
to  Captain  Gore  from  a  window  in 
Kingfton,  before  he  had  everfpoken 
to  her.  She  often  talked  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Gore  among  her  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  was  fometimes  by  them 
called,  in  jeft,  ‘f  Mrs. Gore.”  Her 
mother  had  been  dead  eight  years ; 
her  father  had,  two  years  after, 
taken  into  the  houfe  a  woman  of 
the  name  of  Sarah  Wood,  who  had 
been  bar  maid  of  the  Caftle  Inn, 
Kingfton,  but  Ihe  always  under¬ 
ftood  that  they  were  married,  al¬ 
though  ftories  were  going  about 
that  they  were  not  married.  Her 
brother,  Ihe  admitted,  had  threat* 
ened  to  leave  the  houfe,  if  that 
woman  was  allowed  to  continue 
in  it. 

Mifs  Budd,  who  keeps  a  board¬ 
ing  fchool  at  Richmond,  faid,  that 
the  girl  had  been  latterly  at  her 
fchool,  and  was  well-behaved.  Her 
father  vifited  her  regularly,  and 
appeared  very  attentive  to  her  in 
every  refpeft. 

Mary  Brookes  proved  that  lodg¬ 
ings  had  been  taken  for  Captain 
Gore  and  Mifs  Strange,  under  the 
names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham, 
on  a  Sunday,  at  her  houfe  in 
Thanet-place.  She  was  ftruck  with 
the  youth  of  the  lady,  and  had  a 
converfation  with  Captain  Gore  on 
Monday  morning,  in  the  courfe  of 
[Z  4]  which 
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which  (he  remarked  that  the  young 
lady  appeared  to  be  fcarcely  fix- 
teen.  Captain  Gore  replied,  that 
fhe  was  nineteen  years  of  age  ;  that 
they  had  been  married  fourteen 
months,  and  he  had  known  her 
eighteen. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft  made  an  able 
fpeech  in  defence,  or  rather  in 
mitigation  of  damages.  The  two 
points  upon  which  he  chiefly  in- 
lifted,  were,  firft,  That  the  father 
himfelf  had  fet  an  example  of  vice 
to  his  daughter,  m  living  with  a 
woman  in  a  ftate  of  fornication  ; 
and,  2dly,  That  the  daughter  her- 
felf  had  exhibited  a  levity  of  con¬ 
duct  in  making  a  fignal  to  Captain 
Gore,  who  had  never  fpoke  to  her 
before,  which  deprived  the  plain¬ 
tiff  of  all  pretence  for  large  da¬ 
mages.  They  ought  to  conflder 
that  not  a  farthing  of  what  they 
gave  might  ever  find  its  way  into 
the  pockets  of  the  girl.  Me  alfo 
ftated,  that  though  Captain  Gore 
was  allied  to  fome  diftinguifhed  fa¬ 
milies,  he  was  in  very  narrow  cir- 
cumftances,  and  large  damages 
would  ruin  him. 

The  lord  chief  baron  fummed  up 
the  evidence,  and  obferved,  that 
an  improper  levity  in  the  girl 
would,  no  doubt,  extremely  dimi- 
nifti  the  claim  of  the  father  to  da¬ 
mages.  But  they  would  confider 
whether  the  youth  of  the  young 
woman  was  not  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  adverting  to  the  inftance 
of  levity  ftated  by  the  counfel.  In 
a  woman  of  eighteen,  who  muff 
have  been  aware  of  the  conftruc- 
tion  which  might  have  been  put 
on  fuch  behaviour,  it  would  have 
been  unpardonable.  But  with  re- 
fpedl  to  a  young  girl,  who  was 
only  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  years 
of  age,  the  cafe  was  different. 


With  regard  to  the  conduff  of  the 
father,  the  learned  judge  remark¬ 
ed,  that  whether  he  was  married 
or  not  to  the  woman  mentioned, 
his  daughter  had  been  very  little 
in  her  fociety,  as  it  appeared  that 
fhe  had  been  kept  at  fchool  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  that  Mrs. 
Strange,  or  Sarah  Wood,  which 
ever  fhe  was,  lived  in  her  father's 
houfe.  In  the  courfe  of  the  charge, 
the  learned  judge  adverted  to  the 
conduct  of  Jane  Hicks,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lifter,  or  Leicefter,  in 
terms  of  the  fevereft  cenfure,  and 
faid,  that  there  was  evidence  of  a 
confpiracy  between  them  and  the 
defendant  to  ruin  this  ignorant 
young  woman.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  thought  they  mu  ft  find  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  that  they  muft  give 
damages.  The  quantum  was  for 
their  confideration. 

The  jury  retired  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  then  found  their  verdift 
for  the  plaintiff — Damages  1,500/. 

Ten  men  and  four  boys,  , 
colliers,  were  drowned  in  ** 
two  pits  belonging  to  Meflrs.  Lee 
and  Co.  fttuate  at  Eaft  Ardley, 
near  Wakefield,  by  the  burfting 
of  the  tunnel  of  fome  old  pits  lying 
near.  Three  lads  at  the  mouth  of 
the  pits,  on  hearing  the  rufhing  of 
the  water,  climbed  up  the  rope, 
and  alarming  by  their  cries  the 
men  at  the  top,  were  happily 
faved. 

Died, — At  Scottlethorpe,  „ 
Mr.  Samuel  Clay,  who  for  2 1 
thirty  years  was  celebrated 
throughout  that  neighbourhood  as 
a  conjuror,  and  praftifed  his  art 
with  great  fuccefs.  If  any  thing 
could  excufe  the  credulity  of  thofe 
whom  he  deceived,  his  fuperior 
cunning,  and  th,e  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  imprefiive  figure  of  the 

man, 
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man,  might  perhaps  he  pleaded. 
He  was  born  at  Scottlethorpe,  and 
was  a  fhort  time  apprenticed  to  a 
baker  there  ;  but  having  had  a  lit¬ 
tle  education,  he  difdained  that 
purfuit,  and  led  an  idle  balf-ftudi- 
ous  life  in  his  father’s  cottage,  on 
the  Grimfthorpe  domain  ;  to  which 
cottage,  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  fucceeded.  By  that  time  the 
reclufe  life  of  the  man  had  occaft- 
oned  fome  converfation,  and  he 
was  regarded  with  a  degree  of  ter¬ 
ror  by  the  children  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages.  He  flood  fix 
feet  in  height,  was  remarkably 
eredt  and  thin,  with  ((  eyes  fevere 
and  coat  of  formal  cut,  full  of  wife 
faws  he  was  and  modern  inftances 
and  his  loins  were  ufually  girt 
with  a  belt,  his  waiflcoat  was  of 
goat  or  dog  Ikin,  and  ever  at  the 
“  witching  time  o’  night  ”  he 
prowled  abroad  !  In  a  little  while 
his  fame  became  very  general,  and 
filly  people  from  confiderable  dis¬ 
tances  reforted  to  his  habitation, 
to  have  their  difficulties  difpelled, 
and  take  the  benefit  of  his  occult 
fludies  :  almoft  innumerable  are 
the  inftances  adduced  in  which  this 
cunning  man  hit  upon  expedients  to 
relieve  and  fatisfy  his  ignorant  vo¬ 
taries.  Being  confulted  by  a  man 
who  had  loft  fome  traps  for  catch¬ 
ing  vermin  in  the  purlieus  of  Grims- 
thorpe  Park,  the  aftrologer  told 
him  he  would,  by  the  fecond  fun - 
rifey  difcover  the  perfon  who  had 
ftolen  them.  He  employed  the 
interval  in  making  inquiries  ;  and 
having  fufpicion  of  the  offender, 
he  went  to  a  field  in  which  the 
man  was  at  work,  and,  accofting 
him  with  all  the  confidence  and 
fever ity  neceffary  for  his  purpofe, 
“  You  ftole  — ’s  traps/'  faid 
hi,  The  appalled  offender,  fruit. 
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ten  with  his  guilt,  and  with  the 
impojjibility  of  deceiving  his  ac- 
cufer,  confeffed  the  faft,  and  told 
where  he  had  fecreted  the  ftolen 
articles.  i(  I  charge  you/'  con¬ 
cluded  the  conjuror,  ic  move  them 
not  from  the  fpot  in  which  they 
lie,  nor  fpeak  of  the  confeffion 
you  have  made  to  me,  on  pain  of 
the  moft  terrible  torments  my  fkill 
is  able  to  mAidl.”  The  man  who 
had  fuftained  the  lofs,  called  again 
at  the  time  appointed,  and,  by  the 
direction  of  Samuel  Clay,  to  a 
particular  part  of  the  offender’s 
cottage,  recovered  his  property. 
Of  courfe  the  amazing  fkill  of  the 
conjuror  was  trumpeted  in  all  quar¬ 
ters.  A  few  years  ago,  however, 
having,  we  fuppofe,  mifplaced  one 
of  his  fpells,  he  was  reduced  to 
the  dire  neceffity  of  declaring,  by 
advertifement,  that  he  was  no 
conjuror  !  and  of  begging  par¬ 
don  of  an  innocent  perfon  whom  he 
had  charged  with  theft  !  This 
circumftance  had  but  a  flight  and 
temporary  effedf  upon  his  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  he  died  in  full  credit  as 
a  magician,  in  the  50th  year  of  his 
age. 

At  Stamford,  Mr.  Daniel  Lam¬ 
bert,  whofe  extraordinary  dimen- 
ftons  have  for  fome  years  rendered 
him  an  objedl  of  curiofity.  He 
had  travelled  the  day  preceding 
his  death  from  Huntingdon,  and 
on  his  arrival  in  the  evening  he 
fent  a  meffage  to  the  office  of  the 
Stamford  newfpaper,  requefting 
that,  as  tc  the  mountain  could  not 
wait  upon  Mahomet,  Mahomet 
would  go  to  the  mountain  /'  or, 
in  other  words,  that  the  printer 
would  call  upon  him,  and  receive 
an  order  for  executing  fome  hand¬ 
bills,  announcing  Mr.  Lambert’s 
arrival,  and  his  defire  “  to  fee  com , 
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party.**  The  orders  he  gave  upon 
that  occafiori  were  delivered  with¬ 
out  any  prefentiment  that  they 
were  to  be  his  laft,  and  with  his 
ufual  cheerfulnefs.  He  was  in  bed, 
one  of  large  dimenfions — (tf  Ofla 
upon  Olympus,  and  Pelion  upon 
Ofla”)-- fatigued  with  his  jour¬ 
ney  ;  but  anxious  that  the  bills 
might  be  quickly  printed,  in  order 
to  his  feeing  company  next  morn¬ 
ing.  Before  nine  o’clock,  on  that 
morning,  he  was  a  corpfe.  He 
was  in  his  40th  year,  and  upon 
being  weighed  a  few  days  before 
his  death,  by  the  famous  Caledo¬ 
nian  balance  (in  the  pofleffion  of 
Mr.  Ring,  of  Ipfwich,)  was  found 
to  be  52  ftone  iilbs.  in  weight, 
(i4lbs.  to  the  Hone)  which  is  10 
ftone  1  ilbs.  more  than  the  cele¬ 
brated  Bright,  of  Eflex,  ever 
weighed.  He  had  apartments  at 
Mr.  Berridge’s,  the  Waggon  and 
Horfes  Inn,  St.  Martin’s,  on  the 
ground  floor ;  for  he  had  been  long 
incapable  of  walking  up  flairs.  His 
coffin,  in  which  there  was  great 
difficulty  to  place  him,  is  fix  feet 
four  inches  long,  four  feet  four  in¬ 
ches  wide,  and  two  feet  four  in¬ 
ches  deep :  the  immenfe  fubftance 
of  his  legs  makes  it  neceflarily  a 
fquare  cafe.  This  coffin,  which 
confifts  of  1 1 2  fuperficial  feet  of 
elm,  was  built  upon  two  axle-trees 
and  four  cog  wheels ;  and  upon 
thefe  his  remains  were  rolled  into 
his  grave,  which  was  in  a  new 
burial  ground  at  the  back  of  St. 
Martin’s  church.  A  regular  de- 
fcent  was  made,  by  Hoping  it  for 
fome  diftance.  It  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  take  down  the  window  and 
wall  of  the  room  in  which  he  lay 
to  allow  his  exit.  The  following 
particulars  of  this  remarkable  man 
may  be  relied  on  as  authentic,  hav¬ 


ing  been  taken  from  his  own 
mouth.  Mr.  Daniel  Lambert  was 
born  on  the  13th  of  March,  1  770, 
in  the  parifli  of  St.  Margaret,  at 
Leicefter.  From  the  extraordinary 
bulk  to  which  he  attained,  the 
reader  may  naturally  be  difpofed  to 
enquire,  whether  his  parents  were 
perfons  of  remarkable  dimenfions  ? 
This  was  not  the  cafe,  nor  were 
any  of  his  family  inclined  to  cor¬ 
pulence,  except  an  uncle  and  aunt 
on  the  father’s  fide,  who  were 
both  very  heavy.  The  former  died 
during  the  infancy  of  Lambert,  in 
the  capacity  of  gamekeeper  to  the 
Earl  of  Stamford,  to  whofe  pre- 
deceflor  his  father  had  been  a  huntf- 
man  in  early  life.  The  family  of 
Mr.  L.  fenior,  confifted,  befides 
Daniel,  of  another  fon,  who  died 
young,  and  two  daughters,  who 
are  ftill  living,  and  both  women 
of  the  common  fize.  The  habits 
of  young  Lambert  were  not,  in 
any  refpetft,  different  from  thofe  of 
other  young  perfons,  till  the  age 
of  fourteen.  Even  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  he  was  ftrongly  attached  to 
the  fports  of  the  field.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  only  the  natural  effedl 
of  a  very  obvious  caufe,  aided  pro¬ 
bably  by  an  innate  propenfl ty  to 
thofe  diverfions.  We  have  already 
mentioned  the  profeffion  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  uncle,  and  have  yet  to 
obferve,  that  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father  Was  a  great  cock-fighter. 
Born  and  bred  among  horfes,  dogs, 
and  cocks,  and  all  the  other  appen¬ 
dages  of  fporting,  in  the  purfuits 
of  which  he  was  encouraged  even 
in  his  childhood,  it  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  wonder  that  he  fhould 
be  paffionately  fond  of  all  thofe 
exercifes  and  amufements  which 
are  comprehended  under  the  deno¬ 
mination  of  field  fports.  About 
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the  year  1 793,  when  Mr.  Lambert 
weighed  32  (lone,  he  had  occafion 
to  vifit  Woolwich,  in  company 
with  the  keeper  of  the  county  gaol 
of  Leicefter.  As  the  tide  did  not 
ferve  to  bring  them  up  to  London, 
he  walked  from  Woolwich  to  the 
metropolis,  with  much  lefs  appa¬ 
rent  fatigue  than  feveral  middle- 
fized  men  who  were  of  the  party. 
Such  were  the  feelings  of  Mr. 
Lambert,  that  no  longer  than  four 
years  ago,  he  abhorred  the  very 
idea  of  exhibiting  himfelf.  Though 
he  lived  exceedingly  retired  at 
Leicefter,  the  fame  of  his  uncom¬ 
mon  corpulence  had  fpread  over 
the  adjacent  country  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  frequently  found 
himfelf  not  a  little  incommoded  by 
the  curiofity  of  the  people,  which 
it  was  impoffible  to  reprefs,  and 
which  they  were  continually  de~ 
vifing  the  means  of  gratifying,  in 
fpite  of  his  reludlance.  A  gentle¬ 
man  travelling  through  Leicefter, 
conceived  a  ftrong  defire  to  fee  this 
extraordinary  phenomenon,  but  be¬ 
ing  at  a  lofs  for  a  pretext  to  intro¬ 
duce  himfelf  to  Mr.  Lambert,  he 
firft  took  care  to  enquire  what  were 
his  particular  propenfities  :  being 
informed  that  he  was  a  great  cock¬ 
er,  the  traveller  thought  himfelf 
fure  of  fuccefs.  He  accordingly 
went  to  his  houfe,  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Lam¬ 
bert  ;  the  fervant  faid  he  was  at 
home,  but  that  he  never  faw 
Grangers.  (c  Let  him  know, **  re¬ 
plied  the  curious  ftranger,  <c  that  I 
called  about  fomecocks.’,  Lambert, 
who  chanced  to  be  in  a  fituation  to 
overhear  what  patted,  immediately 
rejoined,  “  tell  the  gentleman  that 
I  am  a  Jhy  cocky  On  another  oc¬ 
casion,  a  gentleman  from  Notting¬ 
ham  was  extremely  importunate  to 


fee  him,  pretending  that  he  had  a 
particular  favour  to  alk.  After 
confiderable  helitation,  Mr.  Lam¬ 
bert  directed  him  to  be  admitted. 
On  being  introduced,  he  faid  he 
wifhed  to  enquire  the  pedigree  of 
a  certain  mare.  (s  Oh  !  if  that  is 
all,"  replied  Mr.  Lambert,  per¬ 
ceiving  from  his  manner,  the  real 
nature  of  his  errand,  ((  file  was 
got  by  Impertinence ,  out  of  Curio - 
Jity Finding,  at  length,  that 
he  mull  either  fubmit  to  be  a  clofe 
prifoner  in  his  own  houfe,  or  en¬ 
dure  all  the  inconvenience,  without 
receiving  the  profits  of  an  exhibi¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Lambert  wifely  ftrove 
to  overcome  his  repugnance,  and 
determined  to  vifit  the  metropolis 
for  that  purpofe.  As  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  procure  a  carriage  large 
enough  to  admit  him,  he  had  a 
vehicle  conftrufted  exprefsly  to 
carry  him  to  London,  where  he 
arrived  in  the  fpring  of  1806,  and 
fixed  his  refidence  in  Piccadilly. 
His  apartments  there  had  more  the 
air  of  a  place  of  fafhionable  refort 
than  an  exhibition  ;  and,  as  long 
as  the  town  continued  full,  he  was 
v  ill  ted  by  a  great  deal  of  the  beft 
company.  The  dread  he  felt  on 
coming  to  London,  left  he  fhould  be 
expofed  to  indignity  and  infult 
from  the  curiofity  of  fome  of  his 
vifitors,  was  foon  removed  by  the 
politenefs  and  attention  which  he 
univerfally  experienced.  There  was 
not  a  gentleman  in  town,  from  his 
own  county,  but  went  to  fee  him, 
not  merely  gazing  at  him  as  a 
fpeftacle,  but  treating  him  in  the 
moft  friendly  and  foothing  manner, 
which  he  declared,  was  too  deeply 
impreffed  upon  his  mind  ever  to  be 
forgotten.  Many  of  his  vifitors 
feemed  incapable  of  gratifying  their 
curiofity  to  its  full  extent,  and 
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called  again  and  again  :  one  gen¬ 
tleman,  a  banker  in  the  city,  jo- 
cofely  obferved,  that  he  had  fairly 
had  a  pound’s  worth.  Ever  fince 
that  period,  Mr.  Lambert  has  been 
chiefly  engaged  in  travelling  to 
the  principal  provincial  towns, 
where  many  thoufands  have  beheld 
with  admiration  his  aflonifhing 
bulk.  He  was  a  cheerful  compa¬ 
nion;  poffeffed  a  generous  heart, 
and  was  as  fond  of  rural  fports  as 
any  man  in  England.  His  game 
chickens  and  his  dogs,  when  he 
was  at  home,  were  his  chief  amufe- 
ment,  and  the  Racing  Calendar  his 
fludy. 

At  Camelford,  aged  upwards  of 
ioo,  Mrs.  Pope. 

At  Athen,  county  of  Limerick, 
in  full  poffelfion  of  her  faculties, 
Mrs.  Eleonora  Scaulah,  aged  1 10. 


JULY. 

H  Liverpool .* — On  the  27th 
1  *  and  28tji  ult.,  a  party  of  the 
19th  ligh ^dragoons,  which  were 
in  that  town,  and  a  prefs-gang 
quarrelled.  The  prefs-gang  hav¬ 
ing,  in  feveral  inftances,  behaved 
very  ill,  particularly  one  of  them, 
called  Little  Jack,  the  foldiers 
were  joined  by  fome  Americans, 
Portuguefe,  Irifhmen,  and  towns¬ 
people,  who  colle&ed  in  a  very 
large  body,  and  repaired  to  ren¬ 
dezvous  houfes  in  Strand-flreet, 
and  Bird-ftreet,  in  fearch  of  the 
gang  ;  but  not  finding  them,  they 
began  to  ill-treat  the  people  they 
found  in  the  houfe,  and  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  a£ts  of  violence.  They 
broke  the  furniture  and  windows. 
By  this  time  a  very  alarming  mob 


had  colledled,  which,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Afpinal, 
a  magiflrate,  he  repaired  to  the 
fpot,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Mil¬ 
ler,  the  fuperintendant  of  the  po¬ 
lice,  attended  by  a  number  of  con- 
flables,  and  after  much  perfuafion, 
and  threatening  to  call  out  the 
military,  &c.  they  difperfed  about 
eleven  o’clock  at  night  ;  not, 
however,  until  feveral  of  the  ring¬ 
leaders  were  taken  into  cuflody. 
On  Wednefday  evening  they  af- 
fembled  again,  and  conduced 
themfelves  with  increafed  vio¬ 
lence,  and  entirely  deftroyed  the 
infide  of  five  rendezvous  houfes, 
ripped  open  the  beds,  and  threw 
the  feathers  into  the  flreets.  On 
Mr.  Miller,  the  fuperintendant  of 
the  police,  receiving  information 
of  what  was  doing,  he  repaired 
to  the  fpot,  attended  by  fix  or 
feven  conflables,  and  fucceeded  in 
taking  four  of  the  ringleaders  into 
cuflody ;  but  as  they  were  on 
their  way  to  Bridewell,  two  of 
them  were  refcued  from  the  offi¬ 
cers  by  the  mob.  In  this  fcuffle 
with  the  officers,  a  foreign  failor 
particularly  aimed  at  the  life  of 
Mr.  Miller.  He  was  armed  with 
a  large  knife,  and  attempted  to 
flab  him,  but  was  prevented  from 
effecting  his  purpofe,  Mr.  Miller 
being  knocked  down  by  another 
of  the  rioters  at  the  moment  the 
flab  was  made  :  his  coat  was  cut 
in  two  places  with  the  knife. 
Whilft  this  outrageous  affault  was 
going  on  againft  the  officers,  a 
party  of  the  Manchefler  local 
militia,  who  were  on  duty  there, 
came  to  the  officers’  affiflance, 
headed  by  the  mayor,  and  Mr. 
Afpinal,  the  magiflrate.  The 
mob,  at  this  time,  were  carrying 
their  violence  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that 
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it  was  found  neceffary  to  read  the 
riot-ad.  Every  perfon  was  then 
defired  to  depart,  but  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  could  be 
prevailed  upon  fo  to  do.  Ten  of 
the  moil  riotous  -were  at  length 
fecured,  and  five  of  them  have 
been  committed  to  Lancafter  caf- 
tle,  to  take  their  trial  at  the  en- 
fuing  affizes.  The  foldiers  pa- 
troled  the  ftreets  for  feveral  nights 
afterwards. 

,  Court  of  King’s  Bench,— 

‘  Colonel  Weirdie’ s  Cafe,— 
Wright  v.  Wardle,  Efq, — -The 
attorney-general  opened  the  cafe 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  Mr. 
Francis  Wright,  an  upholfterer, 
who  brought  his  adion  to  re¬ 
cover  1,914/.  for  the  amount  of 
fundry  articles  of  furniture,  for 
fitting  up  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Clarke,  in  Weftbourne-place, 
Chelfea.  He  fiated  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  at  full  length, 
which  were  afterwards  detailed  in 
evidence.  The  defendant  became 
liable  to  pay  this  debt  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  perfonal  promife. 
Mrs.  Clarke  was  already  indebted 
to  the  plaintiff  about  500  /.  or  600/., 
and  applied  to  him  to  furnifh  her 
houfe,  which  he  refufed  to  do 
without  being  paid.  She  then 
told  him  at  the  end  of  laft  autumn, 
that  fhe  had  a  friend  in  view  who 
would  furnilh  the  houfe  for  her. 
She  afterwards  brought  Colonel 
Wardle  to  the  plaintiff's  houfe, 
who  ordered  the  houfe  to  be  fur- 
nifhed,  and  the  goods  were  fent 
in.  Mrs.  Clarke  being  diftreffed 
for  furniture,  had  previoufly  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  plaintiff  a  few  ne- 
ceffary  articles,  to  the  value  of 
200/.  upon  hire.  Mrs.  Clarke, 
he  faid,  would  be  called  as  a  wit- 
nefs,  and  alfo  the  brother  of  the 


plaintiff,  who  could  both  of  them 
prove  the  plaintiff's  cafe.  Be- 
fides  thefe  witneffes,  there  was 
Major  Dodd,  who  had  been  pre- 
fent  at  one  of  the  conventions, 
and  if  he  was  called,  he  would 
prove  the  plaintiff's  cafe.  If  the 
defendant  did  not  call  him,  his  ab- 
fence  would  equally  prove  the 
cafe.  But  would  Mr,  Wardle 
deny  the  credibility  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  ?  would  he  fay  that  fhe 
was  not  a  witnefs  to  be  believed 
upon  her  oath  ?  In  this  cafe  he 
would  fay,  that  though  fhe  could 
not  get  credit  of  her  upholfterer, 
yet  as  her  evidence  would  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  brother  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  fhe  was  upon  her  oath, 
fhe  was  deferving  of  credit  before 
a  jury.  The  attorney-general 
then  fiated,  that  Mr.  Wright  be¬ 
ing  defirous  to  have  part  of  his 
money.  Colonel  Wardle  called, 
and  offered  a  bill  for  500/.,  at 
three  months,  which  was  received 
in  payment  by  the  plaintiff ;  but 
as  the  inveftigation  of  the  charges 
againft  the  Duke  of  York  was 
then  to  be  proceeded  in,  Mr. 
Wardle  would  not  give  his  own 
bill,  but  got  a  Mr.  Illingworth, 
a  wine-merchant  of  Pall-Mall,  to 
give  a  bill  for  that  fum,  which 
was  afterwards  paid.  The  at- 
torney-general  made  fome  very 
fevere  and  farcaftic  obfervations 
upon  the  frailty  of  human  memory, 
which  might  account,  perhaps,  for 
Mr.  Wardie’s  defending  this  caufe, 
for  it  was  by  no  means  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  he  faid,  that  a  gentle¬ 
man  fhould  now  forget  a  promife 
of  this  kind  made  fix  months  ago, 
when  fome  perfons  could  not  even 
remember,  upon  a  great  public  oc- 
cafion,  where  they  had  been  the 
very  day  before. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Clarke  was 
called.  She  appeared  with  her 
ufual  gaiety.  She  was  rather  ele¬ 
gantly  dreffed  in  white  muflin, 
with  a  white  filk  hat,  white  rib¬ 
bons,  and  a  veil.  A  fpotted  muf- 
lin  cloak,  lined  with  pink  filk, 
a  white  handkerchief  tied  loofely 
round  her  neck,  and  primrofe  or 
brimftone-coloured  French  habit- 
gloves.  She  was  examined  by 
Mr.  Garrow.  Her  evidence  was 
to  the  following  effedl : — 

Mr.  Serjeant  Belt,  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  objected  to  her  being  ex¬ 
amined  without  being  previoufly 
releafed  by  the  plaintiff ;  but  Lord 
Ellenborough  thought,  that  as  (he 
did  not  come  to  charge  herfelf, 
and  the  plaintiff  by  the  flatement 
of  his  counfel,  and  by  calling  her 
as  a  witnefs,  difcharged  her,  it  was 
not  neceffary. 

She  ftated,  that  (he  firft  became 
acquainted  with  Colonel  Wardle 
in  confequence  of  a  letter  from  the 
Exchequer  Coffee-houfe.  I  took 
my  houfe  in  Weft  bourne-place, 
from  September,  but  I  did  not  enter 
till  the  gtb  of  November,  I  com¬ 
municated  to  Mr.  Wardle,  that  I 
had  taken  it,  and  had  feVeral  con- 
verfations  about  furnilhing  it  be¬ 
fore  1  applied  to  Wright.  I  was 
indebted  to  Mr,  Wright  500/.  or 
600/.  I  did  not  propofe  to  him 
to  furnifh  my  houfe  on  credit,  be- 
caufe  I  knew  it  would  be  in  vain. 
I  told  him  I  had  a  friend  in  view, 
who,  I  believed,  would  furnifh  it* 
I  did  not  mention  his  name.  Mr. 
Wardle  was  that  friend  in  view, 
in  confequence  of  forne  promifes 
that  he  was  holding  out  to  me.  I 
was  to  give  him  every  informa¬ 
tion  in  my  power,  and  to  aflift  him 
in  the  InveJligation,  In  return  for 
which  he  was  to  furnifh  the  houfe. 


This  was  a  part  of  the  requital 
to  me  for  giving  that  aftiftance. 

I  informed  Colonel  Wardle  of 
Wright’s  requiring  fome  other 
perfon’s  credit.  He  afked  fome 
one  as  a  friend,  firft  for  his  advice, 
and  then  he  told  me  he  approved  of 
it.  I  had  no  other  means  then  of 
paying.  I  was  very  much  aif- 
treffed  at  that  time.  He  knew 
that,  and  knew  of  Wright’s  debt, 
becaufe  he  advifed  Mr.  Wright  to 
bring  an  aftion  againft  the  perfon 
who  he  thought  ought  to  pay. 
He  promifed  to  Mr.  Wright,  if 
he  would  bring  fuch  an  a&ion, 
that  he  would  pay  all  the  cofts. 
He  afterwards  accompanied  me  to 
Mr.  Wright’s,  and  I  took  him 
there  to  fay,  that  he  was  the  per¬ 
fon  who  was  to  be  refponfible. 
Daniel  Wright  attended  us  that 
day  in  the  fhop.  I  introduced 
Colonel  Wardle-— I  do  not  know 
I  did  that  by  name.  What  I 
fa  id  was,  this  is  the  gentleman 
who  is  to  furnifh  my  houfe.  He 
went  for  that  purpofe.  He  was 
ft  lent.  We  walked  in  the  ware- 
room,  Colonel  Wardle  remaining 
with  the  things.  Colonel  War¬ 
dle  knew  the  ft  ate  of  my  houfe, 
and  had  feen  the  things  pre^ 
vioufly  fent  in  on  hire  by  Mr. 
Wright.  I  had  gone  up  flairs 
to  Mr.  Wright,  who  was  ill  a- 
bed.  When  I  came,  he  faid,  he 
thought  the  fideboard  in  the 
ware-rooms  a  very  handfome  one, 
and  he  ordered  it  instead  of  the 
one  at  my  houfe.  He  faid  no¬ 
thing  more — “there  was,  indeed, 
very  little  more  for  him  to  fay — • 
and  I  gave  orders  for  the  things. 
He  had  gone  to  Wright’s  after¬ 
wards  a  great  many  times  in  a 
hackney-coach.  He  went  another 
time,  and  the  object  of  his  going 
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was  to  look  out  other  things,  I 
had  chofen  a  pattern  of  a  carpet  in 
Weftbourne-place,  and  a  piece  of 
carpeting  was  fent  in.  Mr.  War- 
die  preferred  one  at  Mr.  Wright’s. 
Major  Dodd  was  with  him.  Ma¬ 
jor  Dodd  had  not  been  there  be¬ 
fore  with  me,  but  I  believe  he 
called  once  before  with  Colonel 
Wardle.  They  wifhed  to  have  a 
Jcarlet  and  bronze  pattern.  I  ob¬ 
jected  to  it,  and  thought  it  only 
fit  for  parlours.  It  was  an  ex¬ 
pend  ve  pattern.  Major  Dodd 
laid  it  was  very  Turkijb  ;  he 
though  it  would  fuit  me.  For 
that  very  thing  (being  Turkijh )  I 
objeCted  to  it  ;  but,  I  faid,  as  it 
was  a  good  carpet,  I  did  not  care 
much  about  it ;  and  as  they  were 
going  to  pay  for  it  (I  mean  Colo¬ 
nel  Wardle),  I  would  not  objeCt. 
Neither  of  them  then  exprefled 
any  aftonilhment.  Several  things 
were  ordered  that  morning,  in  the 
prefence  of  Major  Dodd.  They 
were  ordered  by  him  and  Mr. 
Wardle. 

Mr.  Gar  row. —I  take  it  for 
granted,  you  did  not  very  fre¬ 
quently  objeCt  to  his  increafing 
the  order  ? 

Mrs.  Clarke. — Not  in  the  leaft. 
The  things  were  fent  in,  in  Ja¬ 
nuary.  In  November,  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  January,  as  they  could 
get  the  things  finilhed.  The 
things  were  fent  in  on  Mr. 
Wardle’s  account.  He  was  con- 
tinualiy  in  every  room  in  the 
hpufe,  without  being  afked  into 
it,  looking  at  the  furniture,  from 
the  kitchen  to  the  garret.  The 
maid-fervants  complained,  that 
they  had  not  looking-glafles  in 
their  bed-chambers.  Sometimes 
he  has  fent  back  expenfive  furni¬ 
ture  that  Wright  has  fent  in, 
when  he  thought  there  was  no 
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oocafion  for  it.  I  recoiled  a  very 
large  mirror  coming  in.  He  flew 
in  a  paflion,  and  the  man  that 
brought  it  almoft  dropped  the 
mirror.  They  talked  apart  about 
it,  and  then  Colonel  Wardle  or¬ 
dered  it  back.  I  thought  myfelf 
it  was  too  much,  as  there  was  a 
large  chandelier  in  the  middle  of 
the  room.  Mr.  Wright  called, 
and  it  being  wet,  begged  I  would 
give  it  houfe-room  for  that  day, 
and  perhaps  he  would  think  better 
of  it.  It  was  returned.  Wright 
fent  once  a  writing-delk,  which 
was  very  expenfive.  Colonel 
Wardle  faid,  there  were  writing- 
defks  enough  in  the  houfe,  and  it 
was  not  wanted.  I  told  the  rnan 
to  put  it  down  to  me. 

Mr.  Garrovv.— Did  he  after¬ 
wards  change  his  mind  } 

Mrs.  Clarke.— Oh,  yes  j  he  was 
alhamed  of  himfelf. 

Mr.  Garrow.— After  this  bufi- 
nefs  going  on  for  fom©  time,  did 
Mr.  Wright  exprefs  a  wifli  for 
more  money  f 

Mrs.  Clarke. — Yes ;  he  com¬ 
municated  it  to  me,  and  I  com¬ 
municated  his  wilh  to  Colonel 
Wardle.  I  had  not  a  guinea  on 
earth  to  pay  it  with.  I  told 
Colonel  Wardle  money  was  want¬ 
ed,  500/.  or  600/.  was  mentioned. 
He  faid,  he  had  not  the  money 
immediately,  he  would  confult  a 
friend,  and  would  let  me  know 
immediately.  The  application 
for  money  was  made  to  me. 

Lord  Ellenborough  here  thought 
that  Mrs.  Clarke  Ihould  have  a 
releafe,  which  was  accordingly 
executed  and  explained  to  her,  and 
then  (he  was  afleed^  if  fhe  wifhed 
to  qualify  any  thing  fhe  had  faid, 
but  (he  did  not  think  that  ne- 
ceffary. 

Mr,  Park  faid,  the  releafe 

fhould 
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fhould  be  to  her  hulband,  (he  be¬ 
ing  a  married  woman,  and  a  fe- 
cond  releafe  was  agreed  to  be 
made. 

The  attorney-general  faid,  how¬ 
ever,  it  could  not  be  neceifary,  be- 
caufe  the  hulband  could  hardly  be 
liable  for  thefe  things. 

Mr.  Park,  you’ll  fay  {he  is  not 
liable  becaufe  fhe  is  an  adulterefs 
( at  this  Mrs.  Clarke  fmiled. )y  but 
that  you  cannot  inquire  into  now. 

The  releafe  was  aflented  to. 

Mrs.  Clarke  in  continuation. — 
Colonel  Wardle  faid,  it  would  be 
feme  time  before  he  would  be  pre¬ 
pared,  and  then  not  with  money, 
but  by  a  bill.  He  faid,  that  he 
fent  a  friend  there  about  it.  He 
told  me  he  fent  a  Mr.  Glenny — 
he  called  him  Colonel  Glenny. 
The  bill  was  given.  He  told  me 
that  he  would  fpeak  to  a  friend, 
a  Mr.  Illingworth,  a  wine-mer¬ 
chant  in  Pall-mall,  as  at  that 
time  it  would  be  improper  for 
his,  Colonel  War  die's  name,  to 
appear. 

Mr.  Garrow.— Did  he  exprefs 
in  terms,  or  leave  you  to  conjec¬ 
ture  from  your  knowledge  of  bu- 
finefs,  the  reafon  of  that  ? 

Mrs.  Clarke.' — In  confequence 
of  the  In’vejligatioJi  that  was  going 
on,  or  about  to  be  commenced,  he 
thought  it  not  right  that  his  name 
fhould  appear  to  any  bill,  or  in 
any  tranfa&ion  of  mine.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  the  2d  of  January, 
and  I  do  not  recollect  the  date  of 
the  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  againft  the  Duke  of  York. 
That  was  about  three  weeks  or  a 
fortnight  after.  He  faid  he  would 
fend  Illingworth  to  me.  He  was 
to  talk  over  the  date  of  the  bill. 
I  was  to  make  my  communication 
with  Wright  to  know  what  was 
the  longeft  time  to  be  allowed. 


This  was  for  Colonel  Wardle  not 
to  interfere.  I  never  knew  Illing¬ 
worth  before.  Illingworth  wait¬ 
ed  on  him.  My  name  might  have 
been  introduced  before  to  Illing¬ 
worth,  however,  though  I  did  not 
know  him,  becaufe  my  attorney 
had  paid  him  12  or  14/.  for  wine 
fent  in  by  him.  I  communicated 
to  Colonel  Wardle,  that  Wright 
wanted  the  bill  for  two  months  ; 
but  he  faid  it  muft  be  for  three 
months.  He  faid  he  had  feen 
Wright  fince  I  had  feen  him.  I 
was  informed  by  Colonel  Wardle, 
that  this  bill  was  drawn  on  a 
friend,  to  prevent  any  fufpicion,  or 
any  thing  getting  round  to  the 
public.  Illingworth  was  to  take 
a  bill  on  me  for  the  like  amount, 
which  he  told  me  was  not  worth 
any  thing. 

Mr.  Garrow. — That  was  no 
new  information  to  you  ? 

Mrs.  Clarke.— No.  It  was 
done,  he  faid,  left  Wright  might 
be  tempted  to  make  more  charges 
than  he  fhould  like  to  pay,  and 
then  he  would  be  able  to  keep  the 
tranfaftion  with  me  fecret. 

I  was  acquainted  with  Colonel 
Wardle  before  I  knew  Major 
Dodd.  I  faw  Colonel  Wardle 
about  the  end  of  Auguft.  I  had 
a  letter  from  the  Exchequer  Cof- 
fee-houfe  without  a  fignature.  In 
confequence  of  that  letter  I  faw 
Colonel  Wardle.  The  note  was 
written  by  Mr.  M‘Callum.  Co¬ 
lonel  Wardle  came  to  my  mo¬ 
ther’s  in  Bedford- place,  about  one 
o’clock,  and  ftaid  till  dinner  about 
fix  o’clock,  when  he  told  me,  that 
Major  Dodd  had  been  waiting  for 
him  all  that  time.  I  was  rather 
fearful  of  doing  what  he  wanted 
me  with  him  alone,  becaufe  he  was 
not  much  known  in  Parliament. 
Major  Dodd  was  introduced  as  a 
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gentleman,  a  friend  of  his.  I 
had  heard  of  Major  Dodd  before. 
His  perfon  was  unknown  to  me. 
About  the  end  of  November  we 
went  a  tour  for  three  days,  to 
view  the  Martello  Towers.  Mr. 
Wardle,  Mr.  Glenny,  the  en¬ 
gineer,  and  Major  Dodd.  They 
would  not  let  me  off  the  journey  ; 
I  was  in  very  diftreffed  eircum- 
ftances  ;  I  never  went  out  of  town 
but  with  Mr.  Wardle. 

Lord  Elienborough  thought  it 
unneceffary  to  purfue  this  courfe 
of  examination  further. 

Mrs.  Clarke. — I  firft  heard  of 
an  objection  to  pay  from  Mr. 
Wright,  about  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  fince,  about  the  time 
parliament  was  prorogued.  Mr, 
Wright  trufted  entirely  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Wardle,  Before  I  could  go 
out  of  town  I  was  obliged  to  have 
50/.  of  Colonel  Wardle,  to  pay 
the  butcher,  and  the  fifhmonger, 
and  other  things.  He  always 
told  me  that  he  would  lend  me 
50/.  at  a  time.  His  exprefiion 
was- — lend,  but  I  did  not  under- 
ftand  that  I  was  to  repay  it. 
The  reafon  of  my  going  out  of 
town  was,  becaufe  I  had  many 
friends  about  me,  and  it  was 
feared  they  would  perfuade  me 
not  to  accept  of  Colonel  Wardle’s 
propofals.  There  were  no  goods 
fent  in  till  after  the  23d  of  No¬ 
vember. 

Crojs  examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Beji . 

The  houfe  was  firft  taken  in 
November. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bell.— -It  was  in 
confequence  of  a  correfpondence 
with  M‘Callum  that  you  became 
acquainted  with  Colonel  Wardle  ? 

Mrs.  Clarke. — Yes.  It  you 
call  one  letter  a  correfpondence. 
Vol.  LI,  or  Vol.  IX,  New 


Mr.  Serjeant  Bell  having  put 
feveral  queftions  as  to  the  time 
when  fhe  firft  became  acquainted 
with  Colonel  Wardle,  and  fhe 
faying  it  was  in  the  end  of  au¬ 
tumn,  fhe  faid  it  was  quite  ri¬ 
diculous  to  examine  her  as  to  that. 
She  did  not  recoiled!  exadily  when 
the  firft  order  was  given,  but  fhe 
believed  it  was  after  Major 
Dodd’s  letter  on  the  21ft  of  No¬ 
vember.  It  might  be  the  23rd  ; 
it  was  a  few  days  before  fhe  went 
to  the  Martello  Towers.  Being 
afked,  whether  Colonel  Wardle 
had  ordered  coals,  fhe  faid,  he 
gave  a  general  order  to  Mr. 
Wright  to  let  me  be  indulged  in 
any  thing.  He  would  have  let 
me  had  money  through  Wright, 
He  faid  one  day  when  I  wanted 
money,  cannot  you  borrow  money 
of  Mr.  Wright.  He  often  com¬ 
plained  that  he  had  no  money, 
but  ftill  he  found  me  fome  when¬ 
ever  I  wanted  it.  Being  afked, 
whether  fhe  had  not  fent  him  a 
threatening  letter,  faying,  that  if 
he  did  not  let  her  have  1000/,  fhe 
would  do  for  him  ;  and  whether 
fhe  had  quarrelled  with  him  ?  fhe 
faid,  fhe  had  not  quarrelled  ;  but 
lhe  had  fent  a  letter,  written  by 
her,  but  di&ated  by  a  Dr.  Met¬ 
calf,  which  fhe  was  forry  fhe  had 
fent.  She  had  not  feen  him  for 
two  months,  As  to  receiving 
money  of  him,  fhe  faid,  that  he 
was  averfe  to  letting  her  nave 
any  thing  after  their  negociation 
was  fettled.  She  once  went  to  his 
houfe.  He  afked  her  in  with  a 
friend  who  was  there.  She  fent 
for  him  into  the  carriage,  and  told 
him  fhe  wanted  fome  money,  and 
did  not  care  how  fmall  a  fum. 
He  faid  it  would  be  afked  of  her, 
if  fhe  was  giving  her  information 
Serifs.  [A  a]  with 
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with  a  view  to  any  future  advan¬ 
tage,  but  if  every  thing  was  pre- 
vioufly  fettled,  that  might  be 
fairly  anfwered  to  the  contrary. 
He  afterwards  fent  her  a  draft  on 
Marfh,  Sibbald,  and  Co.  for  20/. 
figned  by  Scott,  an  army-taylor, 
who  aflifted  in  the  In.'vejligation. 
She  then  begged  leave  to  fay 
fomething  to  corredl  her  evidence 
as  to  quarrelling  with  Colonel 
Wardle.  She  then  ftated,  that 
Corfield,  his  attorney,  had  called 
on  her  with  a  fubpcena  laft  Satur¬ 
day,  and  faid,  he  w idled  to  fhow 
her  every  refpeft.  He  wifhed, 
therefore,  to  ferve  it  himfelf,  but 
in  a  common  cafe  he  fhould  have 
fent  a  clerk.  That  he  defired 
very  much  that  the  cafe  fhould  go 
to  arbitration  to  keep  it  from 
being  public.  That  if  it  came 
before  the  court,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Beft  would  cut  her  up  by  a  fevere 
crofs-examination,  and  Mr.  War¬ 
dle  would  give  it  out  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  fhe  was  bribed  by  minif- 
ters. 

Mr.  Garrow — -Are  you  in  fa& 
bribed  by  any  one  ? 

Mrs.  Clarke. — Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Daniel  Wright  (the  plain¬ 
tiff's  brother),  confirmed  Mrs. 
Clarke  in  every  particular  as  to 
the  credit  given  to  Colonel  War¬ 
dle  ;  and  faid,  that  he  called  in 
a  gig,  when  he  was  told,  that 
Wright  wanted  money,  and  afked 
whether  a  bill  would  not  do  as 
well.  Being  told  he  wanted 
500/.  or  600/.  he  faid  he  would 
attend  to  it  immediately.  He 
alfo  ftated,  that  the  defendant 
looked  out  the  fideboard,  and  that 
Dodd  and  he  chofe  the  carpet  ; 
and  Mrs.  Clarke  yielded,  becaufe, 
fhe  faid,  they  were  to  pay  for  it. 
The  amount  of  the  bill  was  ori¬ 


ginally  1,914/.  and  500/.  being 
paid  off,  there  were  1,414/.  left 
due.  No  goods  were  fent  in  on 
credit  till  after  Colonel  Wardle 
had  called.  His  name  was  not 
mentioned,  but  he  knew  him  by 
fight.  The  goods  fent  in  to  fit 
up  the  houfe  at  firft  to  the  amount 
of  200/.  were  afterwards  charged 
to  Colonel  Wardle.  They  began 
furnifhing  about  the  laft  day  of 
November,  or  the  ift  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  Mrs.  Clarke  was  not  in  the 
houfe  till  after  the  furniture  was 
in. 

On  his  crofs-examination  by 
Mr.  Park,  he  faid,  the  bill  con¬ 
tained  a  charge  of  2 61.  for  car¬ 
penter's  work  done,  which  was 
not  ordered  by  Colonel  Wardle  ; 
this  carpenter  had  done  repairs  to 
the  kitchen.  There  was  a  charge 
alfo  for  9/.  1 $s.  for  coals  ;  plaf- 
terer’s  work,  24/. ;  painter’s  work, 
18/.  One  item  was  a  tafteful 
figure  of  Mirth  and  Wine,  for  a 
pier,  that  is,  a  lamp  fupported  by 
a  figure,  14/.  ;  a  Grecian  fofa, 
50/.  ;  another  Grecian  fofa,  43/.  ; 
chimney-glaffes,  200  guineas  ; 
French  window  curtains,  two  fets 
for  the  front  drawing-room  (there 
was  a  third  fet  enumerated  in 
this  charge),  93/.  1 6s.  6d .  thefe 
were  without  the  cornices  ;  and 
a  charge  alfo  of  5/.  14*.  for  in- 
furance  from  fire. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft,  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  denied  that  he  was  lia¬ 
ble  to  pay.  He  faid,  that  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Daniel  Wright 
contradi&ed  each  other  materially 
as  to  the  200/.  worth  of  furniture 
on  hire,  and  alfo  as  to  the  time 
when  the  furniture  was  fent  n  on 
fale.  Mrs.  Clarke  at  firft  wifhed 
to  make  it  believed,  that  the 
tranfaftion  took  place  at  the  end 
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of  autumn,  in  order  to  include 
many  things  which  Colonel  War- 
dle  could  not  poffibly  be  required 
to  pay.  They  differed  as  to  the 
200 /.  worth  of  furniture  on  hire. 
One  faid  that  it  was  taken  back, 
the  other  faid  it  was  paffed  to  the 
defendant’s  credit.  This  was 
clearly  within  the  ftatute  of 
frauds,  and  the  promife  fhould 
have  been  in  writing.  With 
thefe  contradictions  he  called  upon 
the  jury  to  reject  all  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  of 
Wright  alfo.  There  was  good 
reafon  why  the  plaintiff  fhould 
truft  Mrs.  Clarke,  becaufe  (lie  was 
600/.  in  his  debt,  and  he  knew 
her  intriguing  fpirit,  and  hought 
it  better  to  truft  her  with  o-oods 

o 

to  enable  her  to  keep  up  appear* 
ances,  than  to  let  her  fink  into 
infignificance,  by  which  means  he 
would  lofe  his  money.  The  in- 
furance  of  the  goods  {hewed  that 
he  looked  to  Mrs.  Clarke  as  his 
fecurity.  As  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  {he 
was  a  woman  whom  nobody  ought 
to  believe.  She  was  the  mod  art* 
ful  inventor  of  a  fictitious  tale 
that  ever  appeared.  As  to  Major 
Dodd,  he  could  not  call  him,  be¬ 
caufe  he  did  not  believe  he  was 
prefent. — (One  of  the  jury  aiked 
her,  why  the  bill  was  given  for 
5oo/.  and  in  whofe  name  ?■— 1 To 
this  the  learned  ferjeant  anfwered, 
that  it  was  all  a  fabrication.) — In 
this  cafe  Colonel  Wardle’s  honour 
was  at  ftake  5  for  Mrs.  Clarke 
wiftied  it  to  be  underftood,  that 
all  this  furniture  was  given  as  a 
bribe  for  her  to  appear  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  jury 
would  iurely  not  invade  both  his 
property  and  his  honour,  upon  the 
teftimony  of  a  woman  who  could 
not  be  believed  in  any  court  of 
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juft  ice.  If  he  could  judge  of 
Colonel  Wardle  by  his  own  feel¬ 
ings,  he  faid,  he  was  fure  after 
the  exhibition  {he  had  made  to¬ 
day,  it  was  impoffible  that  had 
that  happened  before  the  motion 
againft  the  Duke  of  York,  he 
could  have  attached  any  credit  to 
her  teftimony. 

There  were  no  dates  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  items  throughout  the  whole 
bill. 

Lord  Ellenborough  fummed  up 
the  cafe,  and  complained  both  of 
the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant. 
The  one,  he  faid,  had  introduced 
charges  which  were  evidently  un¬ 
fair  in  his  bill,  fuch  as  the  in- 
furance,  the  piafterer’s  bill.  See. 
(Thefe  were  given  up  by  the  at¬ 
torney. general.)  There  was  alfo 
a  charge  for  kitchen  furniture, 
but  that  was  fometimes  fuppiied 
by  perfons  who  furnifhed  the 
houfe,  and  the  jury  would  inquire 
whether  that  was  within  the 
fcope  of  the  defendant’s  order. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  defendant 
had  denied  the  circumftance  of  the 
bill,  but  he  would  do  that  at  his 
peril.  For  if  he  denied  it,  then 
the  charge  would  be  fo  much  in- 
creafed.  His  lordfhip  llkewife 
thought,  that  if  credit  was  ever 
given  to  Mrs.  Clarke  for  the 
200/.  worth  of  furniture,  that 
fhould  have  been  provided  for  by 
a  promife  in  writing.  His  lord¬ 
fhip  then  detailed  the  evidence, 
becaufe  there  were  fome  miftakes, 
or  fome  inconfiftencies  in  the 
dates,  fome  of  which  were  haftily 
applied  to  things  which  were  not 
accurately  fettled.  There  was 
fome  little  confufion  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  which  could  only  be  clear¬ 
ed  up  by  reading  the  whole  evi¬ 
dence. 

[  A  a 
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The  jury  retired,  and  about 
nine  o’clock  brought  in  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  deducing  the 
200 /.  the  $ool.  paid,  and  alfo  all 
the  items  for  plaftering,  painting, 
infurance,  &c.  which  are  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  bill  by  the  officer 
of  the  court. 

,  Colonel  Weirdie’ $  Letter. — 
*  1  *  Honoured  as  my  parliamen¬ 
tary  conduft  has  been  by  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  fo  many  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  I  feel  myfelf  called  upon 
in  confequence  of  an  event  that 
yefterday  took  place,  immediately 
to  addrefs  you,  and  that  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  my  character,  ren¬ 
dered  open  to  attack  from  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mrs.  Clarke  and  Mr. 
Wright,  the  brother  of  her  up- 
holfterer,  in  a  caufe  in  which  I 
was  defendant,  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench.  The  detail  of  the 
evidence  the  public  prints  will  af¬ 
ford.  It  is  with  me  to  ftate,  that 
rny  counfel,  fa  tisfied  in  their  minds 
that  the  jury  would  not,  upon 
fuch  tellimony  as  had  been  given 
by  the  plaintiff’s  brother  and 
Mrs.  Clarke  alone,  find  a  verdiCt 
againft  me,  did  not  comply  with 
my  earnejl  entreaty  ( repeated  to 
them  in  writing  during  the  trial  in 
the  JirongeJl  terms )  that  Major 
Dodd,  Mr.  Glenny,  and  other  re- 
fpeCtahle  witnefles  fubpeenaed  by 
the  plaintiff  and  myfelf,  might  be 
examined,  as  I  knew  their  tefti- 
mony  would  be  founded  in  truth, 
and  be  in  direct  contradiction  to 
what  had  been  fworn  againft  me. 
Under  fuch  circumftances  the  ver¬ 
dict  was  obtained.  There  only 
remains  for  me  now,  before  my 
God  and  my  country,  to  declare, 
that  it  was  obtained  by  perjury 
alone  ;  and  I  do  pledge  myfelf  tQ 


prove  that  faCt  the  earlieft  moment 
the  forms  of  the  law  will  allow 
me  to  do  fo.  Anxioufly,  there¬ 
fore,  do  I  look  forward  to  that 
period  ;  and  I  truft  that  till  then 
the  public  will  fufpend  their  judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  cafe. 

With  fentiments  of  the  deepeft 
gratitude  and  refpedi ,  I  remain, 
your  ever  faithfully  devoted  fer~ 
vant, 

G.  L.  Wardli. 
James-Jlreety  July  4,  1809. 

I mprejj merit  and  Falfe  I mpr  if  oil¬ 
men  t. — James  Sabine  v.  Sir  Chrif. 
topher  Baynes,  James  Godfrey  De 
Burgh ,  aud  William  Perry ,  Efq* — 
Mr.  Park  ftated,  this  was  an  ac¬ 
tion  to  recover  damages  for  an 
alfault  and  falfe  imprifonment,  un¬ 
der  very  aggravated  circumftan¬ 
ces  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  for  the 
thirty  years  he  had  been  at  the 
bar,  he  had  never  witneffed  one  fo 
dangerous,  or  marked  with  fuch 
tyranny.  Expreflions  like  thefe 
were  often  made  ufe  of  by  counfel, 
and  juries  gave  them  only  that 
credit  which  they  deferve ;  but  he 
pledged  himfelf,  that  both  his 
lordfhip  and  the  jury  would  think 
with  him  before  the  caufe  was 
over.  The  plaintiff  was  a  young 
man,  not  more  than  twenty-two 
years  of  age  ;  his  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  dealer  in  horfes,  at 
Hounflow ;  the  defendants  were 
magiftrates  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  gentlemen  of  fortune,  re- 
fpeCtable  chara&ers  for  aught  he 
knew  ;  he  did  not  know  any  thing 
of  them  ;  he  did  not  mean  to  fay 
any  thing  of  them  out  of  this 
caufe  j  but  the  conduCt  which  pro¬ 
duced  it  was  fo  glaringly  bad, 
that  it  did  not  require  him  to 
burnilh  it,  to  make  it  fhine  with 
its  full  luftre.  On  the  15th  of 
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Oftober,  1808,  the  plaintiff  was 
left  at  home  by  his  father,  in 
care  of  thirty  horfes,  he  being 
obliged  to  go  from  home  to  at¬ 
tend  fome  horfe-market  ;  in  the 
evening  of  that  day  the  plaintiff 
found  it  neceffary  to  take  one  of 
his  father’s  horfes  and  cart  to  fome 
place  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hounllow ;  he  did  certainly  what 
was  wrong  and  unlawful,—- he  was 
fitting  in  the  cart,  driving  the 
horfe,  without  any  reins  from  his 
head,  by  which  means  the  horfe 
got  on  the  wrong  fide  of  the  road ; 
he  was  met  by  Mr.  De  Burgh, 
one  of  the  defendants,  who  faid 
he  would  fine  him  :  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  the  plaintiff  received 
a  fummons  to  appear  at  Uxbridge 
on  the  jyth,  a  diftance  of  ten 
miles  from  Hounflow  :  his  father 
had  not  returned  home  ;  but  he 
went,  and  took  two  friends  with 
him  :  when  he  arrived  there,  the 
three  defendants  were  fitting  as 
magift rates  ;  they  ordered  him  to 
be  confined  in  the  cage,  a  kind  of 
prifon  ;  he  was  there  about  one 
hour  and  a  half,  when  two  con- 
ffables  came  and  handcuffed  him, 
and  told  him  they  were  ordered 
by  the  defendants  to  put  him  on 
board  the  tender  :  he  told  them  he 
had  never  been  at  fea,  and  re- 
monftrated  with  them,  but  in  vain. 
He  begged  of  them  not  to  hand¬ 
cuff  him,  as  he  would  go  quietly 
with  them.  They  told  him  they 
muff,  as  they  were  ordered  by  the 
magiftrates  ;  but  they  would  take 
them  off  when  they  got  to  a  dif¬ 
tance,  fo  as  the  defendants  would 
not  know  that  they  had  dared  to 
fhow  fo  much  humanity.  They 
put  him  into  a  poft-chaife,  and 
drove  to  Oxford-ftreet,  where 
they  got  a  hackney-coach,  and 
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brought  him  to  the  Tower,  and 
put  him  on  board  the  Enterprize 
tender  for  the  receiving  of  im- 
preffed  men,  where  he  was  kept 
for  feven  days,  without  a  bed  to 
lie  on  :  it  was  not  until  the  20th 
that  he  could  procure  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  to  write  to  his  friends 
the  fituation  he  was  placed  in  :  on 
the  2 2d  he  was  fent  to  the  Nore, 
on  board  the  admiral's  fhip.  The 
plaintiff's  two  friends,  who  had 
accompanied  him  to  Uxbridge, 
went  before  his  lordfhip  on  the 
2  2d  of  Oftober,  and  made  oath 
of  thefe  faffs,  and  his  lordfhip 
granted  a  habeas  corpus  to  the 
admiralty,  which  was  not  an- 
fwered  immediately,  but  the  plain¬ 
tiff  was  put  on  fhore  at  the  Nore 
on  the  1 2th  of  November,  and  had 
fo  find  his  way  back  to  Hounflow 
the  beft  way  he  could.  He,  Mr. 
Park,  would  admit  every  thing 
that  the  defendant’s  counfel  could 
wifh  :  his  client  might  have  been 
infolent,  might  have  treated  the 
magiftrates  (the  defendants)  with 
difrefpeft  ;  but  nothing  could  juf- 
tify  their  conduft,  to  take  away 
the  liberty  of  a  fubjeft,  perhaps, 
for  ever,  to  fatisfy  their  own 
choler  and  fpleen  ;  the  plaintiff 
was  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  cage, 
they  had  time  to  refleft ;  his 
friends  offered  to  pay  any  fine  ; 
they  offered  to  give  fecuri ty  in 
500/.  for  his  appearance,  when  or 
where  they  wifhed,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  He  had  certainly  com¬ 
mitted  an  unlawful  aft,  by  fitting 
on  his  cart,  but  the  penalty  was 
only  iot.  and  in  cafe  of  inability 
of  paying  it,  ten  days  confinement 
in  the  houfe  of  correftion.  It 
could  ,not  be  fuppofed  that  the  de¬ 
fendants  were  ignorant  that  they 
were  doing  an  unlawful  aft  ;  but, 
a  3]  even 
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even  if  they  were,  it  was  no  an- 
fwer  to  this  action;  they  were  not 
ignorant  that  they  were  doing  a 
cruel  and  tyrannical  ad  :  men, 
whofe  duty  it  was  to  protect  every 
fpecies  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds, 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  ;  men, 
who  were  chofen  to  adminifter 
juft  ice,  and  fupport  the  laws  of 
their  country,  to  become  traitors, 
and  trample  both  law  and  juftice 
under  their  feet !  he  would  not 
mention  humanity,  afraid  the  de¬ 
fendants  might  ftart  at  the  found, 
as  they  never  could  have  known 
what  it  was  before.  There  were 
no  damages  too  great  for  them  to 
pay.  What  might  have  been  the 
confequences  ?  A  young  man, 
tenderly  reared,  put  on  board  a 
prifon-fhip,  kept  there  feveral 
nights  and  days,  without  a  bed  to 
lie  on,  in  the  cold  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  might  not  his  death  have 
been  the  refult,  and  would  it  be 
doubted  that  the  defendants  would 
have  been  obliged  to  anfwer  for 
fuch  an  event  ?  The  only  quef- 
tion  for  the  jury  to  confider  was, 
what  would  be  the  quantum  of 
damages.  He  only  alked  them  for 
fuch  as  they  would  confcientioufty 
think  they  ought  to  be  entitled 
to,  if  they  had  been  treated  as 
the  plaintiff  was.  This  ftatement 
was  fully  fupported  by  the  evi¬ 
dence,. 

Mr.  Garrow,  counfel  for  the  de¬ 
fendants,  ftated  they  were  refpeft- 
able  perfons  ;  they  bore  no  malice 
towards  the  plaintiff.  They  were 
extremely  forry  for  what  they  had 
done.  It  had  been  done  through 
error;  the  law  would  have  juftified 
them  in  fending  the  plaintiff  to 
the  houfe  of  corre&ion  for  three 
months,  and  they  thought  they 
were  empowered  to  fend  him  on 
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board  any  of  his  Majefty's  fhips. 
He,  Mr.  Garrow,  did  not  attempt 
to  defend  their  conduft  ;  he  knew 
the  verdHi  muft  be  againft  them  ; 
but  there  was  nothing  in  the  cafe 
that  called  for  heavy  damages. 
The  defendants  were  not  anfwer- 
able  for  the  delay  that  took  place 
between  the  2 2d  of  O&ober,  when 
the  habeas  corpus  was  iffued  out, 
and  the  1 2th  of  November,  when 
the  plaintiff  was  difcharged. 

Lord  Ellenborough. — i{  This  is 
a  cafe  that  calls  for  ample  juftice. 
A  young  man,  in  driving  his  cart, 
commits  an  offence,  for  which  he 
is  fineable ;  inftead  of  which  he  is 
imprifoned,  without  any  authority 
of  law,  and  afterwards  put  on 
board  of  a  fhip  :  there  is  nothing  a 
magiftrate  ought  to  guard  fo  much 
againft  as  the  playing  with  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  fubjedt ;  there  can  be 
no  excufe  for  the  conduft  of  the 
defendants.  The  plaintiff  is  en¬ 
titled  to  ample  juftice  from  a  jury 
of  his  country  :  you  will,  therefore, 
gentlemen,  take  the  cafe  into  con- 
fideration,  and  give  him  thofe  da¬ 
mages  that  you  think  will  make 
him  ample  compenfation  for  the 
injuries  he  has  fuftained.” 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiff. — 
Damages  500/. 

A  petrified  land  tortoife,  in  the 
higheft  ftate  of  prefervation,  was 
lately  difcovered  by  fome  labourers, 
who  were  digging  on  Swannage 
rocks,  on  the  ifland  of  Purbeck, 
at  the  depth  of  feventy  feet.  A 
clergyman  offered  five  guineas  for 
it,  which  was  refufed  ;  but,  after 
exhibiting  it  about,  the  labourers 
fold  it  to  a  gentleman  of  Upway 
for  eight  guineas ;  fince  which, 
300/.  has  been  offered  for  it.  The 
mate  was  fubfequcntly  dug  up, 
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but  it  was  broken  to  pieces,  and 
fpoiled. 

About  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Cirencefter  were  alarmed  by  the 
approach  of  a  tornado,  or  whirl¬ 
wind.  It  was  firft  obferved  about 
three  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  town,  when  it  affumed  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  large  conical  hay¬ 
rick,  encompafled  with  fmoke.  It 
moved  very  llowly  at  firft,  in  a 
direction  towards  Cirencefter, 
forcing  up  by  the  roots  many  trees 
in  the  parifh  of  Siddington  :  in¬ 
deed,  fo  tardy  was  its  progress, 
that  fome  perfons  had  time  to  get 
upon  the  tower  of  Prefton  church, 
in  order  to  obferve  its  courfe. — 
When  it  approached  nearer  to  Ci¬ 
rencefter,  it  moved  on  with  a  velo¬ 
city  almoft  incredible ;  and  making 
towards  the  bafin  of  the  canal, 
where  it  did  confiderable  damage, 
fkirted  the  town,  and  entered  Lord 
Bathurft’s  park  from  the  Tetbury 
road,  juft  above  his  lordlhip's  man- 
fion.  Here  its  fury  feemed  to  be 
at  its  height ;  for  timber  trees  (fome 
mealuring  from  fix  to  ten  feet  in 
girth)  were  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
whilft  others  were  ftript  of  their 
branches,  or  literally  cut  afunder  j 
forming  a  fcene  of  devaluation  very 
rarely  witnefled  in  this  climate. 
After  eroding  the  park,  it  entered 
an  orchard  of  Barton  farm,  where 
it  threw  down  feveral  trees,  & c. 
and  feemed  to  difperfe,  as  it  could 
no  longer  be  traced  by  the  naked 
eye.  Its  courfe  might  eafily  be 
traced,  from  the  fallen  trees,  &c. 
which  lined  each  fide,  completely 
in  a  withered  and  burnt  ftate. 
Large  branches  of  trees  were  car¬ 
ried  to  a  very  confiderable  dif- 
tance  ;  and  hay.  fields,  where  the 


grafs  had  been  cut  down,  were 
nearly  ft  ripped  of  their  crops. 


The  following  is  the  Quantity  of 
Porter  brewed,  by  the  firft  twelve 
Houfes  in  the.  London  Porter 
Brewery ,  from  the  $th  of  July  t 
I  808,  to  the  $th  of  July  y  1809. 


Barclay  and  Co.  - 
Meux  and  Co. 
Trueman  and  Co. 
Brown  and  Parry 
Whitbread  and  Co. 
F.  Calvert  and  Co. 
Combe  and  Co. 
Goodwyn  and  Co. 
Elliott  and  Co. 

H.  Meux  and  Co. 
Taylor 

J.  Calvert  and  Co. 


Barrels. 
205,328 
I  JO, iOj 

130,846 
1 14,001 
100,275 

9°>365 

7 

60,233 
45,608 
4  o,66  s 
40,007 
39 >155 


The  Quantity  of  Ale  brewed  in  the 
London  Diftriffi ,  by  the  fix  prin¬ 
cipal  Houfes ,  during  the  fame  Pe- 
riodt  is  as  follows 


Stretton 

Charrington 

Begbie 

Goding 

Hale 

Webb 


-  23,125$ 

-  17>935i 

-  12,519! 

-  n,i58i 

9,106- 

8,2471 


On  Saturday  night,  a  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  in  the  houfe  of  Mifs 
Slarke,  milliner  and  drefs-maker. 
No. 62,  Conduit-ftreet,  Bond-ftreet« 
The  whole  family  had  retired  to 
reft ;  but  before  Mifs  Slarke  fell 
alleep,  ftie  fmelt  fire,  and  inftantly 
rofe  to  afcertain  the  fad,  when,  to 
her  aftonifhment,  (he  difcovered 
that  the  flames  had  reached  the 
ftaircafe.  She  had  prefence  of 
mind  inftantly  to  fly  to  the  top  of 
the  houfe,  where  the  young  people 
her  apprentice*  flept,  and  happily 
[A  a  4]  fucceeded 
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fucceeded  in  getting  them  all  down 
flairs,  and  out  of  the  houfe,  where 
Mils  Slarke  and  they  remained  a 
confiderable  time,  during  a  heavy 
rain,  without  any  oiher  cloaths  on 
than  their  night  dreftes.  The  hre 
by  this  time  had  got  to  fuch  a  height 
that  the  whole  houfe  was  in  flames. 
Had  the  difcovery  been  ten  minutes 
later,  every  foul  in  it  mull  have 
perifhed.  It  next  communicated  to 
the  houfe  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  North, 
who  has  lately  failed  lor  Malta, 
the  whole  of  which  is  entirely  con- 
fumed,  Great  part  of  Mr.  North’s 
library,  which  was  one  of  the  bell  in 
London,  and  had  been  very  lately 
removed  to  Conduit-llreer,  we  are 
forry  to  add,  has  been  either  burnt 
or  damaged.  The  lire  on  the  other 
fide  of  Mifs  Slarke’s  houfe,  com¬ 
municated  to  the  houfe  and  fhop  of 
Mr.  Hurley,  a  grocer,  which,  with 
the  contents,  were  confumed.  We 
are  forry  to  Hate,  that  two  men  of 
the  Imperial  Fire-office,  (one  of  the 
name  of  King)  in  endeavouring  to 
fave  the  library  of  Mr.  North, 
nearly  fell  a  prey  to  theflames.v  The 
ceding  of  the  room  unexpectedly 
fell  in  upon  them,  and  they  were  for 
a  confiderable  time  buried  in  the 
burning  ruins.  King  is  fo  much 
burnt  in  the  legs,  that  it  is  feared 
amputation  of  one  or  both  of  them 
will  be  the  confequence.  The  other 
is  alfo  much  burnt,  and  otherwife 
hurt  by  a  beam  falling  acrofs  his 
body.  They  are  both  in  the  Mid- 
dlefex  Hofpital.  Mifs  Slarke  has 
loll  every  particle  of  her  furniture 
and  flock.  She  was  juft  on  the 
point  of  fetting  out  for  Brighton 
lor  the  fummer,  with  fuitable  arti¬ 
cles,  all  of  which  were  in  the 
houfe. 

This  fire  is  memorable  as  having 
been  the  remote  caufe  of  the  death 


of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Windham. 
With  all  the  zeal  of  the  friend  and 
the  fcholar,  Mr.  Windham  exerted 
his  utmoft  to  fave  the  valuable 
library  and  manuferipts  of  his  ab- 
fent  friend  Mr.  North  :  in  thecourfe 
of  his  exertions,  he  received  a  blow 
upon  his  thigh,  for  which  an  opera¬ 
tion  was  fubfequently  deemed  ne- 
ceffary,  and  which  was  foon  foL 
lowed  by  his  death. 

Italy*— Rome. — The  jour-  ^ 

nal  of  the  capital  contains  a 
variety  of  decrees  of  the  new  go¬ 
vernment.  One  of  thefe  abolishes 
the  tribunal  of  the  inquifition,  and 
all  the  eftablifhments  attached  to 
it.  The  archives  and  papers  be¬ 
longing  to  thefe  feveral  jurifdic- 
tions  are  put  under  feal,  and  con- 
ligned  to  the  depot  of  the  archives ; 
an  inventory  of  them  being  made. 
By  another  decree,  a  great  number 
of  efpecial  tribunals  are  alfo  abo- 
liihed,  as  well  as  every  temporal 
jurifdi£tion  hitherto  pofTeffed  by 
the  clergy,  fecular  or  regular. 
All  clerical  privileges  are  annulled ; 
the  right  of  afylum  remains  no 
longer;  in  confequence,  the  authors 
or  accomplices  of  crimes  will  no 
longer  be  fheitered  from  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  law.  A  new  efta- 
blifhment  is  made  of  juftices  of 
the  peace,  &c.  all  of  whom  are 
nominated  by  the  emperor.  By  a 
third  decree,  a  committee  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  prefervation  of  all 
the  ancient  and  modern  monuments 
of  Rome,  and  the  Roman  ftates. 
This  committee  is  in  particular 
charged  to  take  precautions  for 
preferving  the  cupola  of  St.  Peter 
from  lightning;  and  the  paintings 
of  Raphael,  which  are  in  the  loggi 
of  the  Vatican,  from  injuries  ariftng 
from  the  air.  This  committee 
conftlls  ot  Martorelli,  direHor  of 

the 
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the  imperial  archives ;  Marini, 
director  of  the  library  of  tli^  Vati¬ 
can;  Canova  and  Camuccini. 

An  accident  of  the  in  oft  painful 
kind  occurred  lately  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Three  Britifh 
officers  having  gone  out  on  a  party 
of  pleafure  to  the  Table  Mountain, 
were  overtaken  by  the  night.—- 
Before  they  could  regain  the  plain, 
they  loft  their  trad,  wandered, 
and  fepa rated.  One  of  them  with 
much  difficulty  found  his  way  into 
the  town  ;  but  no  intelligence  hav¬ 
ing  been  received  of  his  compa¬ 
nions,  a  party  went  out  in  fearch 
of  them.  They  were  both  found 
at  the  foot  of  a  high  precipice, 
crufhed  and  mangled  in  the  moft 
(hocking  manner.  One  of  them, 
an  aid-de-camp  to  Lord  Caledon, 
had  juft  expired,  and  the  other  was 
juft  at  the  point  of  death.  Both 
thefe  fufferers  were  men  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  moft  promiftng 
officers. 

,  Captain  Barclay. — This 
3'  *  gentleman  on  Wednefday 
completed  his  arduous  pedeftrian 
undertaking,  to  walk  a  thoufand 
miles  in  a  thoufand  fueceffive  hours, 
at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  each  and 
every  hour.  He  had  until  four 
o’clock  p .  m.  to  ftnifh  his  talk,  but 
he  performed  his  laft  mile  in  the 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  three, 
with  perfedl  eafe  and  great  fpirit, 
amidft  an  immenfe  concourfe  of 
fpe&ators.  For  the  laft  two  days 
he  appeared  in  higher  fpirits,  and 
performed  his  mile  with  apparently 
more  eafe,  and  in  (horter  time,  than 
he  had  done  for  fome  days  paft. 
With  the  change  of  the  weather  he 
had  thrown  off  his  loofe  great  coat, 
which  he  wore  during  the  rainy 
period,  and  on  Wednefday  per¬ 
formed  in  a  flannel  jacket.  He 


alfo  put  on  (hoes  remarkably 
thicker  than  any  which  he  had  ufed 
in  any  previous  part  of  his  per¬ 
formance.  When  alked  how  he 
meant  to  adl,  after  he  had  finilhed 
his  feat,  he  faid  he  (hould  that 
night  take  a  good  found  deep,  but 
that  he  muft  have  himfelf  awaked 
twice  or  thrice  in  the  night,  to 
avoid  the  danger  of  a  too  fudden 
tranfition  from  almoft  conftant  ex¬ 
ertion  to  a  date  of  long  repofe. 

One  hundred  to  one,  and  indeed 
any  odds  whatever,  were  offered  on 
Wednefday  morning ;  but  fo  ftrong 
was  the  confidence  in  his  fuccefs, 
that  no  bets  could  be  obtained. 
The  multitude  of  people  who  re- 
forted  to  the  fcene  of  adlion,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  concluding  days,  was 
unprecedented.  Not  a  bed  could 
be  procured  on  Tuefday  night  at 
Newmarket,  Cambridge,  or  any  of 
the  towns  and  villages  in  the  vici¬ 
nity,  and  every  horfe  and  every 
fpecies  of  vehicle  was  engaged. 
Among  the  nobility  and  gentry 
who  witneffed  on  Wednefday  the 
conclufion  of  this  extraordinary 
feat,  were  : — the  Dukes  of  Argyle 
and  St.  Alban’s  ;  Earls  Grofvenor, 
Befborough,  and  Jerfey ;  Lords 
Foley  and  Somerville  ;  Sir  John 
Lade,  Sir  F.  Standifh,  See.  &c. 

Captain  Barclay  had  16,000/. 
depending  upon  his  undertaking. 
The  aggregate  of  the  bets  is  fup- 
pofed  to  amount  to  100,000/. 

As  three  men,  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Hopkins,  foap-boiler,  in  Bar¬ 
bican,  were  cleaning  out  a  cefs- 
pool,  into  which  the  fpent  lees  had 
been  emptied,  they  were  overcome 
by  the  noxious  effluvia,  and  fell 
apparently  lifelefs.  A  carman,  a 
perfedt  ft  ranger,  hearing  the  cry, 
“  Will  no  one  go  down  to  fave 
the  men volunteered  his  fer- 

vices. 
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vices.  A  rope  was  put  round  his 
body,  and,  being  let  down,  he 
feized  one  of  the  fufferers,  and 
they  were  both  dragged  up  toge¬ 
ther  ;  but  we  regret  to  ftate,  that 
this  poor  generous  fellow  is  likely 
to  fall  a  vi&im  to  his  humanity  ; 
for  he  not  only  fuffered  from  the 
effluvia,  but  was  feverely  injured 
by  the  rope.  They  were  all  car¬ 
ried  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital, 
two  of  them  without  hopes  of  re¬ 
covery. 

,  Court  of  King’s  Bench y 

'  Guildhall. — Sale  of  Public 
Offices. — The  King  v.  Pohlmany 
Keylock ,  Sarah  Hardy ,  and  John 
Watfon . — This  was  an  indiftment, 
charging  the  feveral  defendants 
with  confpiring  together  to  fell  a 
certain  office  or  place  of  truft  in  his 
Majefty’s  cuftoms,  namely,  that  of 
coaft  waiter,  for  the  fum  of  2000/. 
with  intent  to  defraud  his  Majefty, 
and  with  intent  of  defrauding  Le 
Grue  Heffe,  Efq.  to  which  indid- 
ment  they  feverally  pleaded  not 
guilty.  This  profecution  emanated 
from  the  late  inquiry  before  a  fe¬ 
ted  committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  appointed  to  inveftigate 
public  abufes,  and  made  fo  promi¬ 
nent  a  figure  in  that  inquiry,  as  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  the  ad  which 
now  exifts  for  preventing  the  fale 
of  places  of  truft  under  the  crown. 
Our  readers  will  recoiled,  that  in 
the  courfe  of  the  foregoing  in¬ 
quiry,  it  came  out  that  an  office 
was  opened  in  the  city  where 
places  under  the  government  were 
publicly  advertifed  to  be  bought 
and  fold.  It  was  therefore  found 
expedient  to  difcover  and  punifti 
the  parties.  The  principal  wit- 
neffes  to  prove  this  fraudulent  con- 
fpiracy  were  a  Mr.  Hefife  and  a 
Mr.  Harvey,  the  former  a  gentle¬ 


man  who  had  been  a  barrifter,  the 
latter  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
folicitor  to  the  treafurer. 

Mr.  Heffe  proved,  that  in  purfu- 
ance  of  an  advertifement  in  a  morn¬ 
ing  paper,  he  went  to  an  office  in 
Threadneedle-ftreet,  where  he  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  Pohlman  and 
Keylock  ;  that  they  undertook  to 
procure  him,  through  the  medium 
of  Sarah  Hardy,  the  place  of  coaft 
waiter  in  the  cuftoms,  for  which 
he  was  to  pay  the  fum  of  2000/. 
which  he  was  previoufiy  to  depofit 
in  the  banking-houfe  of  the  other 
defendant  Watfon,  and  it  was  prov¬ 
ed  that  Sarah  Hardy  joined  in  the 
undertaking,  and  received  10/.  on 
account  from  Mr.  Heffe. 

Mr.  Harvey  confirmed  Mr. 
Heffe’s  teftimony  in  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  points,  but  nothing  appeared 
that  could  implicate  Mr.  Watfon 
in  this  foul  confpiracy,  and  under 
his  lordffiip’s  directions  he  was 
acquitted,  and  the  other  three  de¬ 
fendants  were  found  guilty. 

Caution  againfi  premature  Inter - 
ment. — A  woman  of  the  name  of 
Proffer,  refiding  at  Hay,  Brecon- 
ftiire,  who  had  been  for  fome  time 
in  a  very  ill  ftate  of  health,  was 
lately  fuppofed  by  the  perlons  in 
attendance  to  have  died,  and  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  the  fune¬ 
ral  had  commenced ;  the  body  was 
laid  out  by  a  female  ufually  em¬ 
ployed  on  fuch  occafions,  who,  on 
returning  to  the  houfe  in  about  fix 
hours  afterwards,  and  obferving  the 
hands  had  been  removed  from  the 
fituation  they  had  been  placed  in, 
concluded  fome  perfons  had  been  in 
the  room ;  but  on  going  to  clofe  the 
mouth,  was  greatly  alarmed  by  the 
fuppofed  corpfe  exclaiming,  (S  Do 
not  clofe  my  mouth,  for  I  am  not 
quite  dead,”  which  threw  her  into 

fits. 
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its.  The  fick  perfon  has  fince  fo 
far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  fit  up 
in  her  room,  although  in  a  very 
languid  Hate,  and  fhe  declares  that 
fhe  heard  all  theconverfation  which 
palled  relative  to  her  funeral,  but 
from  extreme  weaknefs  had  not  the 
power  of  fpeech  or  motion. 

,  Fairlop  Fair . — This  fair 
*  was  attended  by  a  nume¬ 
rous  affemblage  of  vifitants.  The 
venerable  and  ftupendous  oak-tree 
Hands  in  Hainault  Foreft,  about 
ten  miles  from  London,  four  from 
the  famous  feat  of  the  earl  of  Tyl- 
nev,  three  from  Ilford,  and  two 
from  the  village  of  Chigwell,  in 
the  county  of  Elfex.  The  trunk 
or  main  of  this  lord  of  the  foreft 
meafures  in  girth  66  feet,  or  22 
feet  in  diameter,  from  which  17 
large  branches  ifiue,  each  of  the 
dimenlions  of  a  tree  of  moderate 
growth,  and  moll  of  them  meafur- 
ing  not  lefs  than  12  feet  in  girth. 
For  many  years  pall  it  has  been 
gradually  decaying,  yet  it  Hill  re¬ 
tains  periodical  powers  of  vegeta¬ 
tion,  though  the  loftiefb  parts  of 
the  boughs  are  withered.  About 
20  years  ago,  in  the  meridian  of 
the  day,  the  whole  lhadow  ex¬ 
tended  over  an  acre  of  ground. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  learn, 
with  any  degree  of  precifion,  the 
age  of  this  national  ornament;  but 
comparing  it  with  other  large  oaks, 
whofe  ages  have  been  afcertained, 
and  particularly  with  that  viewed 
by  his  Majelly  in  Oxfordlhire,  and 
lately  felled  in  the  domains  of  one 
of  the  colleges,  the  girth  of  which 
was  25  feet,  and  faid  to  be  600 
years  old,  it  may  not  be  unfair  to 
conclude,  that  Fairlop  oak,  being 
nearly  thrice  as  large,  is  three 
times  its  age. 


York/hire  Affizts, — The  af- 
fizes  for  this  county  were 
opened  at  the  caftle,  before  the 
Hon.  Sir  Allan  Chambre,  Knt. 
and  the  Hon.  Sir  Geo.  Wood,  Knt, 

David Parilon,  jun.  of  Beverley, 
butcher,  was  charged  with  the  wil¬ 
ful  murder  of  Robert  Gardner,  of 
the  fame  place,  on  the  icth  of 
April  laft,  by  ftabbing  him  in  the 
fide  with  a  knife. 

This  was  a  trial  which  excited 
much  intereft  :  the  prifoner  was 
much  refpe£led,  and  the  particular 
circumftances  under  which  the  de- 
ceafed  came  to  his  death,  powerfully 
interefted  the  feelings  of  the  court 
in  the  prifoner’s  favour.  The  de- 
ceafed  was  fufpedled  by  the  prifon¬ 
er,  and  as  appeared  from  the  evi¬ 
dence  not  without  fufficient  reafon, 
of  a  criminal  intercourfe  with  his 
wife.  A  few  minutes  before  this 
unfortunate  event  took  place,  he 
found  his  wife  at  a  very  unfeafon- 
able  hour  in  company  with  the  de- 
ceafed  in  the  ftreet,  which  fo  irri¬ 
tated  him,  that  he  declared  he 
would  ftab  him,  if  ever  he  came 
into  his  houfe  or  premifes.  The 
deceafed  unfortunately  perlifted  in 
accompanying  the  woman  into  the 
houfe,  and  the  prifoner  immediately 
faid  to  the  deceafed,  e(  D— -n  you, 
Gardner,  I  will  ftab  you  :  you  have 
huddled  my  wife  in  the  ftreet 
and  immediately  made  a  thruft  at 
him  with  a  knife  he  had  {hatched 
from  the  table,  and  wounded  him 
mortally.  The  unfortunate  man 
languished  until  the  16th  of  April, 
and  then  expired.  Previous  to  his 
death,  he  admitted  that  the  fufpi- 
cions  of  the  prifoner  were  well 
founded  ;  and  which  was  indeed 
fufficiently  apparent  from  cireum- 
ftances  laid  before  the  court. 


The 


380]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180g. 


The  judge,  in  explaining  the  law 
to  the  jury,  faid,  that  if  a  man 
fhould  kill  another  in  the  aft  of 
criminal  inteicourfe  with  his  wife, 
it  would,  not  be  murder,  but  man- 
daughter  ;  but  if  a  perfon  who  had 
received  fuch  injury  fhould  delibe¬ 
rately  contrive  the  death  of  the 
perfon  who  had  fo  injured  him,  it 
would  doubtlefs  be  murder ;  his 
lordftiip,  however,  thought  that 
any  circumftance  which  fell  fhort 
of  the  adlual  crime,  and  yet  fhould 
clearly  indicate  fuch  an  intention, 
might  come  within  the  meaning  of 
the  law. 

The  jury,  without  a  moment's 
deliberation,  acquitted  the  prifoner 
of  murder,  and  found  him  guilty 
of  Manfaughter  only,  to  the  fatis- 
fadlion  of  a  very  crowded  court. 

Foot-racing  having  of  late 
cclipfed  the  fports  of  the  turf,  it 
has,  like  other  fafhions,  defcended 
from  the  higher  to  the  lower  or¬ 
der  of  fportfmen,  and  not  even  the 
fweeps  of  St.  Giles’s,  or  Totten- 
ham-court-road,  will  now  mount 
their  Jerufalem  ponies,  but  decide 
their  wagers  by  footing  it  a. la- 
mode.  Half  a  dozen  demi  bucks, 
in  the  courfe  of  laff  week,  an¬ 
nounced  a  foot-race,  for  a  confider- 
able  wager,  at  Hornfey,  where 
they  took  care  to  have  a  good 
dinner  provided  ;  and  having  laid 
in  a  reasonable  foundation  of  ham 
and  fowls,  duck  and  peafe,  and 
other  palatable  luxuries,  with  a 
quantum  fufficit  of  wine  to  exhila¬ 
rate  their  Spirits,  they  fet  off  fix 
abreaft  down  the  hill,  towards  the 
eel-pye-houfe,  which  they  were  to 
double,  and  return  by  the  fame 
path — the  three  beft  to  win  the 
race.  The  firft  part  was  run  in 
capital  ftyle  j  but  as  forne  delay 


occurred  in  the  re-appearance  of 
the  competitors,  the  umpires  fol¬ 
lowed,  to  fee  what  kept  them,  and 
the  whole  raced  off  without  paying 
the  bill,  and  thus  di/lanced  the  land¬ 
lord  to  the  complete  amount  of  his 
reckoning. 

Meeting  of  the  Creditors  of  . 
her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prin - 
cefs  of  Wales. — We  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  by  a  creditor  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  what  paffed  at 
a  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the 
Princefs  of  Wales,  held  on  Friday 
laft,  at  the  York  Hotel,  Bridge- 
ftreet,  Blackfriars,  in  confequence 
of  a  letter  circulated  by  Meffrs. 
Blagrave  and  Walter,  their  foli- 
eitors,  intimating  that  Mr.  Adam, 
the  prince’s  chancellor,  and  Mr. 
Gray,  his  royal  highnefs’s  de¬ 
puty  treafurer,  would  attend,  when 
the  plan  which  the  prince  had 
adopted  to  pay  their  debts,  and  fe- 
cure  them  in  future,  would  be  laid 
before  them.  Mr.  Adam  dated  to 
the  creditors,  that  the  prince  had 
taken  their  cafe  into  his  mod  ferious 
and  gracious  confxderation  in  every 
point  of  view.  That  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs’s  objedt  was  not  merely  to  pay 
the  debt  in  the  manner  already  fet¬ 
tled  and  accepted,  but  to  fecure 
them  in  future  as  far  as  the  law 
would  enable  him  ;  that  the  affairs 
of  his  royal  highnefs  were  all  ad- 
miniftered  under  an  adt  of  the  35th 
of  the  king,  which  rendered  it  ille¬ 
gal  for  the  prince  to  grant  any  bond 
or  obligation,  and  protedfed  him 
againft  perfonal  adfion  ;  but  ren¬ 
dered  his  revenue  liable,  if  the  cre¬ 
ditors  followed  out  the  provifions 
of  the  aft,  by  delivering  in  their 
bills  ligned  within  ten  days  after  the 
quarter,  and  provided  they  fued  on 
them  within  three  months  from  that 
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delivery.  Mr.  Adam  then  dated, 
that  the  prince’s  treafurer  had  uni¬ 
formly  and  regularly  every  quarter 
paid  the  allowance  of  i  2,000/.  a 
year  to  the  officer  of  her  royal 
highnefs ;  that  this  had  never  been 
in  arrear  one  inftant  from  1802  to 
the  prefent  time ;  that  Mr.  Gray 
(who  was  prefent)  was  the  perfon 
who  paid  it  ;  that  the  prince  had 
always  paid  this  fum  to  the  princefs 
without  deducing  the  income-tax, 
although  there  was  12,000/.  per 
annum  deduded  from  him  at  the 
exchequer  on  that  account.  That 
his  royal  highnefs  had  now  in- 
creafed  the  princefs’s  income  to 
17,000/.  a  year,  to  be  paid  quar¬ 
terly,  without  deduding  the  in¬ 
come-tax.  That  the  princefs  was 
paid  for  perfonal  expences  at  the 
exchequer,  5,000/.  a  year,  making 
in  all  an  income  of  22,000/.  Mr. 
Adam  then  dated,  that  it  was  upon 
this  increafed  income  of  17,000/.  a 
year  nett,  that  the  prince  had  de- 
vifed  the  fecurity  for  the  creditors 
in  future,  having  made  it  a  condi¬ 
tion,  that  the  princefs  fliould  ap¬ 
point  an  officer  to  receive  that  in¬ 
come,  who  was  enjoined  in  the  fet¬ 
tling  the  accounts,  to  follow  the 
courfe  prefcribed  by  the  ad  of  par¬ 
liament  for  regulating  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  prince.  Mr.  Adam 
faid,  that  a  paper  to  this  effed  had 
been  accordingly  ligned  by  the 
princefs,  fo  that  the  creditors  had 
now  only  to  obferve  the  forms  of 
the  ad  of  parliament  to  enfure 
their  payment ;  but  the  prince  did 
not  dop  here,  but  in  providing  for 
his  own  future  indemnity,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which,  Mr.  Adam  faid, 
he  did  not  enter  into,  as  not  be¬ 
longing  to  that  place  or  meeting, 
the  prince  had  taken  care  that  if 
this  voluntary  regulation  did  not 
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effeduate  the  objed,  the  legifla- 
ture  was  to  be  applied  to.  Mr. 
Adam  then  faid  that  the  prince  had 
by  economical  regulations  appro¬ 
priated  as  large  a  fum  as  his  cir- 
cumftances  would  admit,  to  dif- 
charge  this  debt,  greater  in  pro¬ 
portion  than  he  had  been  able  to 
apply  to  his  own,  which  he  was 
fure  his  own  creditors  would  juf- 
tify,  as  from  the  moment  he  under¬ 
took  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
the  princefs,  they  were  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  debts  of  honour.  Mr. 
Adam  then  faid,  that  the  regula¬ 
rity  of  the  payments  might  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  There  was  an  event, 
however,  of  which  fome  of  the  cre¬ 
ditors  had  expreffed  a  dread,  the 
calamity  of  being  deprived  of  the 
prince.  Mr.  Adam  affured  them 
that  that  event  had  not  been  un¬ 
thought  of  by  his  royal  highnefs. 
The  prince  could  not  by  law  bind 
himfelf  by  deed  or  note,  but  he 
had  property  and  rights  which 
might  be  rendered  available  in  cafe 
of  the  event  alluded  to,  and  thefe 
would  be  fo  regulated  that  his 
royal  highnefs  had  the  heartfelt 
fatisfadion  to  think,  that  no  per¬ 
fon  would  fuffer  ultimately  any 
lofs  by  him.  Mr.  Adam  faid, 
this  nearly  comprifed  the  whole 
matter  which  he  had  to  lay  before 
them,  which  would  be  moft  fads- 
fadory,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  them, 
and  would  convince  them  that 
every  thing  that  could  be  done 
for  their  benefit  within  the  prince’s 
power  was  done,  and  that  without 
his  royal  highnefs’s  intervention 
they  could  never  have  received  any 
thing.  That  their  petition,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  his  Majefty, 
fignified  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  would  never  have  been 
received  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ; 
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and  Mr,  Adam  faid  that  he  knew 
that  fuch  confent  would  have  been 
refufed.  So  that  unlefs  the  prince 
had  fpontaneoufly  undertaken  for 
the  arrangement  of  their  debts,  the 
creditors  would  have  had  no  re- 
drefs.  In  doing  this,  the  prince 
ftipulated,  that  he  (hould  be  fully 
indemnified  againft  future  demands, 
a  claim  which  his  royal  highnefs 
was  held  to  be  juftified  in  making, 
becaufe  to  the  41,000/.  there  was 
to  be  added  the  fum  of  34,000/. 
which  the  princefs  had  received 
from  his  Majefty's  droits  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  making  together  75,000 /. 
of  debt  contraded  by  her  royal 
highnefs ;  which,  divided  on  the 
number  of  years,  exceeded  by  many 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  the  greateft 
income  ever  propofed  for  her  royal 
highnefs ;  that  after  the  payment 
of  4 1,000/.  had  been  undertaken  by 
the  prince,  and  guarantee  againft 
future  demands  '  arranged  to  his 
fatisfadion,  Mr.  Adam  faid,  that 
towards  the  conclufion  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  it  was  ftated  to  him  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to  be 
by  him  (Mr.  Adam)  laid  before  the 
prince,  that  the  debt  was  8,000/. 
more  than  the  41,000/.  This  his 
royal  highnefs  took  alfo  into  his 
molt  gracious  confideration,  and 
gave  his  commands  to  Mr.  Adam 
to  reprefent  to  thofe  of  the  king's 
confidential  fervants,  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  tranfadion  : — tf  That 
the  main  and  principal  objed  which 
had  uniformly  direded  his  royal 
highnefs's  determination,  and  which 
he  had  never  for  a  moment  loft  fight 
of  in  any  one  part  of  this  tranfac- 
tion,  had  been  to  prevent  (in  thefe 
times  of  great  and  neceflary  ex¬ 
penditure)  any  debt  of  his  own  or 
any  other  for  which  he  might  be 
confidered  liable,  becoming  either 


diredly  or  circuitoufiy  a  burden 
upon  the  country.  That  he  had  been 
likewife  greatly  influenced  by  the 
defire  of  feeing  juftice  done  to  the 
creditors  of  the  princefs,  although 
under  no  legal  obligation  whatever 
to  pay  thofe  debts.  On  thefe 
grounds,  the  prince  of  Wales  gave 
it  to  be  underftood  to  thofe  of  his 
Majefty’sminifters  concerned  in  the 
tranfadion,  that  his  royal  highnefs 
would  fpontaneoufly  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  payment  of  the  fum  of 
8,000/.  in  addition  to  the  fum  of 
41,000/.  formerly  undertaken  to 
be  liquidated  by  his  royal  highnefs 
upon  the  indemnity  being  given  to 
him  ;  and  by  fo  doing  his  royal 
highnefs  had  the  fatisfadion  of  pre- 
ferving  the  public  from  any  burden, 
diredly  or  indiredly,  and  of  feeing 
juftice  done  to  the  creditors  of  the 
princefs,  who  had  no  other  means 
whatever  of  being  relieved,  but 
through  the  voluntary  interpolition 
of  his  royal  highnefs."  Mr.  Adam 
then'  obferved,  that  the  whole  debt 
of  49,000/.  being  thus  affirmed  by 
his  royal  highnefs,  the  prince  gave 
diredions  to  Mr.  Gray  and  himfelf 
(Mr.  Adam)  to  make  the  inftal- 
ments  as  liberal  as  poflible.  In 
confequence  of  which,  10,000 /.  has 
now  been  paid,  and  the  fecond  in- 
ftalment  would  be  paid  in  the  firft 
week  of  January. 

Hertford  Affixes. 

Earl  of  EJfex  v. 
and  Rev.  William  CapeL— Before 
Lord  Ellenborough  and  a  Special 
fury,— Fox  hunting . — This  was  a 
caufe  which  excited  a  confiderable 
degree  of  intereft,  and  there  was 
fcarcely  a  gentleman  of  rank  for 
many  miles  round,  who  did  not 
attend  for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Shepherd  addrefled 
the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff*. 

He 
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He  lamented  that  the  jury  fhould 
be  called  upon  to  decide  a  queftion 
of  this  nature,  between  two  perfons 
who  flood  in  fo  near  a  degree  of  re. 
lationfhip  to  each  other ;  but  inas¬ 
much  as  the  Earl  of  Eflex  was  un¬ 
der  the  neceflity  of  bringing  this 
adion,  for  the  purpofe  of  proted- 
ing  himfelf  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
property,  and  as  Mr.  Capel  had 
flood  forward  as  the  manager  and 
principal  perfon  of  the  Berkeley 
hunt,  he  had  rendered  it  abfolutely 
neceffary,  that  he  fhould  be  the 
firft  perfon  attacked  by  the  Earl  of 
Eflex.  The  complaint  was,  that 
the  defendant  had  committed  a  tref- 
pafs  in  breaking  and  entering  his 
grounds,  called  Cafhiobury  Park, 
and  with  horfes  and  hounds  deftroy- 
ing  the  grafs  and  herbage,  and 
breaking  down  his  fences.  The 
defendant  juftified  himfelf  this  way 
— he  faid,  that  he  had  ftarted  a  fox 
on  other  ground,  which  was  not  the 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  and 
that  the  fox  being  a  noxious  animal, 
and  liable  to  do  mifchief,  he  for  the 
purpofe  of  killing  and  deftroying 
him,  and  as  the  moft  effedual  means 
of  doing  fo,  broke  and  entered  the 
park  with  hounds  and  horfes,  and 
hunted  the  fox.  The  anfwer  of  the 
Earl  of  Eflex  to  this  was,  that  the 
defendant’s  obied  Was  not  to  de- 
ftroy  the  fox,  and  that  if  it  was  fo, 
hunting  was  not  the  moft  effedual 
means  of  killing  the  animal ;  but 
that  on  the  contrary,  his  motive  was 
the  amufement  and  diverfion  af¬ 
forded  by  the  chafe.  The  learned 
ferjeant  obferved,  that  the  objed 
profefled  by  the  defendant  in  his 
plea  was  perfedly  ridiculous  and 
abfurd ;  he  would  have  it  fuppofed, 
that  himfelf  and  the  gentlemen 
compofing  the  Berkeley  hunt,  had 
aflbciated  themfelves,  not  for  their 


I3SS 

amufement  or  diverfion,  but  for 
the  pure  patriotic  deftre  of  deftroy¬ 
ing  thefe  noxious  animals ;  the  de¬ 
fendant  would  have  the  jury  be¬ 
lieve,  that  clergymen  were  descend¬ 
ing  from  their  pulpits,  bankers 
negleding  their  counting-houfes, 
brewers  running  away  from  brew¬ 
eries,  and  all  flocking  from  Lon¬ 
don,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
confer  the  obligation  on  the  people 
of  Herts,  of  freeing  the  country 
from  noxious  vermin.  So  far  from 
it  being  their  objed  to  deftroy 
foxes,  he  rather  thought  if  they 
were  to  ftart  a  fox,  and  fome  man 
happening  to  have  a  gun  in  his 
hand  was  to  fall  in  with  their  pa¬ 
triotic  motive,  and  was  to  fhoot 
the  fox,  he  would  meet  with  but 
lenten  entertainment.  In  fad, 
every  one  knew  that  their  objed 
was  the  diverfion  of  the  chafe,  and 
that  they  did  not  care  three  farthings 
whether  the  fox  was  killed  or  not, 
except  for  the  triumph  of  his  brufh. 
The  objed  of  rooting  them  out  of 
the  country  was  abfurd,  for  every 
one  knew  they  wifhed  to  increafe 
them,  in  order  to  have  the  pleafure 
of  running  them  to  death ;  but  to 
put  it  beyond  all  doubt  in  this  cafe, 
he  fhould  prove  that  Lord  Eflex, 
as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  land, 
had  employed  a  man  to  take  the 
moft  effedual  mode  of  killing  foxes, 
which  was  by  catching  them  in  a 
trap,  or  fhooting  them  with  a  gun; 
thefe  two  modes  Mr.  Capel  did  not 
like,  and  he  fpoke  to  the  man  upon 
the  fubjed,  but  the  man  was  fteady, 
and  he  went  on  fhooting  wherever 
his  bullets  would  reach,  and  catch¬ 
ing  wherever  his  traps  would  take. 
Mr.  Capel  then  faid,  “  1  do  not 
afk  you  not  to  deftroy  the  foxes, 
but  I  will  tell  you  what,  I  will 
fend  you  a  barrel  of  ale  to  drink 
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Yuccefs  to  the  Berkeley  hunt.” 
Now,  when  a  man  faid  to  another, 
((  I  do  not  alk  you  to  do  a  parti¬ 
cular  thing,”  it  was  generally  the 
molt  expreflive  way  of  indicating 
a  wifh  to  have  it  done.  It  put 
him  in  mind  of  a  ftory  of  a  qua- 
ker,  who  being  on  board  of  a  fhip, 
(a  merchant  fhip)  the  mailer  ob- 
ferved  to  him,  that  there  was  a 
French  row-boat  coming  towards 
them,  no  doubt  with  a  defign  to 
board  them  ;  but,  added  the  mat¬ 
ter,  with  an  appropriate  oath  or 
two,  i(  I’ll  run  the  fellows  down," 
the  quaker  faid,  (i  Oh,  furely,  you 
won't  do  fuch  a  wicked  thing  as  to 
deftroy  fo  many  poor  people's 
lives. '*  S(  Yes,  but  I  will,”  ex¬ 
claimed  the  mafter.  (t  I  would 
not,”  replied  the  quaker,  cs  for 
the  world  ;  but  I  will  tell  thee 
what  friend,  if  I  was  inclined  to 
do  fuch  a  thing,  I  would  Jiarboard 
my  helm.’'  The  mafter  did  ftar- 
board  the  helm,  and  the  boat  was 
run  down.  The  learned  ferjeant 
repeated,  that  the  objedt  of  the 
defendant  and  the  Berkeley  club, 
was  to  preferve  foxes  in  prder  to 
hunt  them.  Very  like  railing  the 
devil  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  him. 
After  fome  other  general  obferva- 
tions,  he  concluded  by  expreffing 
his  perfed  confidence,  that  the  ver- 
did  of  the  jury  would  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  injury. 

Two  witneffes,  one  of  the  name 
of  Richard  Pugh,  his  lordfhip's 
bailiff,  and  John  Hollinfhead,  his 
lordlhip's  gamekeeper,  clearly 
proved  the  fads  of  the  cafe,  and 
the  laft  witnefs  diftindly  ftated, 
that  he  had  been  afked  by  the  de¬ 
fendant,  Mr.  Capel,  not  to  deftroy 
foxes. 

Lord  Ellenborough  interrupted 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  caufe, 


obferving,  that  it  was  a  contention 
againft  all  nature  and  convidion. 
Could  it  be  fuppofed  that  gentle* 
men  hunted  for  the  purpofe  of  kill¬ 
ing  vermin,  and  not  for  their  diver- 
fion  ?  Could  the  jury  be  deftred  to 
fay  upon  their  oaths,  '  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  aduated  by  any  other 
motive  than  a  defire  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  the  chace  ?  He  had 
wifhed  to  fuffer  the  caufe  to  go  to 
a  certain  extent  before  he  exprefted 
his  opinion  upon  the  fubjed.  Even 
if  the  dogs  might  be  allowed  to  run, 
was  there  any  pretence  for  faying, 
that  where  the  dogs  did  not  go,  any 
perfon  could  ride  and  break  down 
the  fences  ?  The  defendant  faid, 
that  he  had  not  committed  the  tref- 
pafs  for  the  fake  of  the  diverfion  of 
the  chace,  but  as  the  only  effedual 
way  of  killing  and  deftroying  the 
fox.  Now,  could  any  man  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  hefitate  in  faying,  that 
the  principal  motive  was  not  the 
killing  vermin,  but  the  fport  ?  It 
was  a  fport  the  law  of  the  land 
would  not  juftify,  and  there  fhould 
not  be  a  new  law  of  the  land  ac¬ 
commodated  to  the  pleafures  and 
amufements  of  thefe  gentlemen. 
The  pleafures  of  the  chace  might 
be  taken  w'hen  there  was  the  con- 
fent  of  others  who  were  injured  by 
them,  but  they  muft  be  fubfervient 
to  fuch  confent.  There  might  be 
fuch  a  nuifance  by  a  noxious  ani¬ 
mal  as  would  juftify  the  attempt  to 
deftroy  him,  by  running  him  to  his 
earth,  but  that  would  not  juftify 
the  digging  for  him  afterwards — 
that  had  been  fettled  to  be  law  ; 
but  even  if  an  animal  might  be 
purfued  with  dogs,  it  did  not  follow 
that  fifty  or  fixty  perfons  had  there¬ 
fore  a  right  to  trefpafs  on  other 
people’s  lands.  He  could  not  fee 
what  there  was  in  the  cafe  of  Fen- 
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thania/.  Grundy,  i  ft  Term  Reports, 
to  warrant  the  opinion  that  any  per- 
fon  might  follow  the  hounds  over 
the  lands  of  another.  He  had  look¬ 
ed  into  that  cafe,  and  had  referred 
to  the  others  quoted  in  it.  Even  in 
the  cafe  chiefly  relied  on,  it  was 
ftated  that  a  man  might  not  hunt 
for  his  pleafure  or  profit,  but  only 
to  deftroy  fuch  noxious  animals  as 
were  inj  urious  to  the  com?non  wealth  ; 
therefore,  the  good  to  the  public 
muft  be  the  governing  motive.  He 
would  alk  the  jury,  whether  that 
could  have  been  the  motive  of  the 
defendant  ?  The  laft  witnefs  had 
exprefsly  ftated,  that  he  wifhed 
rather  to  nourifh  thefe  noxious 
animals  than  to  deftroy  them. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft. — After  what 
your  lord-hip  has  faid,  I  will  not 
occupy  the  time  of  your  lordfhip 
or  the  jury  with  one  word  more. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  —  There 
fhould  be  nominal  damages  ;  it  is 
only  meant  to  quiet  a  right.  The 
plaintiff  's  counfel  tell  me  they  will 
be  fatisfied  with  nominal  damages, 
therefore  nominal  damages  will  do. 

If  this  trefpafs  is  repeated  it  will 
be  a  different  thing. 

The  jury  confulteda  Ihort  time, 
and  returned  a  verdid  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  forty  {hillings  da¬ 
mages. 

The  foreman  ftated,  that  it  was 
the  wilh  of  the  jury  to  give  exem¬ 
plary  damages,  but  underftanding 
that  his  lordftiip  and  the  plaintiff 
acquiefced,  they  had  only  given 
forty  (hillings. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  — -  You  do 
very  right  to  find  forty  (hillings ; 
though  in  this  cafe,  as  there  is  a 
fpecial  juftification  on  the  record, 
one  (hilling  damages  would  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  the  cofts. 
See.  I  fhould,  however,  ftill  ad- 
Vol.  LI,  or  V© l.  IX,  New  Se 


vife  the  damages  to  be  forty  (hil¬ 
lings,  but  that  there  are  feven 
other  adions  depending,  and  the 
effed  of  your  verdid  would  be  not 
to  give  one  forty  (hillings,  but 
forty  (hillings  feven  times  over. 
One  (hilling  damages  will  anfwer 
every  purpofe,  and  I  (hall,  if  ne- 
ceffary,  certify  that  the  trefpafs 
was  wilful  and  malicious. 

The  jury  then  altered  their  ver- 
did  to  one  (hilling  damages. 

Trial  of  Lord  Gambier.  ^  . 
— Pertfmonth.  - —  The  trial  2  ^  ** 
of  Admiral  Lord  Gambier  came  on 
this  day.  The  court-martial  af_ 
fembled  about  eleven  o’clock, when 
the  order  for  fummoning  the  court, 
figned  by  the  lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  was  read  by  the  judge-ad¬ 
vocate.  The  order  dates,  that 
Lord  Gambier  had,  by  his  letter 
of  May  30th,  requefted  his  con- 
dud  to  be  inquired  into  during  his 
command  of  the  fleet  in  Bafque 
Roads.  That  it  appears  that  on 
the  19th  of  April,  the  enemy’s 
(hips  being  on  (here,  and  the  fig. 
nal  having  been  made  that  they 
could  be  deftroyed,  the  faid  Lord 
Gambier  did,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  negled  or  delay  taking  ef- 
fedual  means  for  their  deftrudion. 
The  inftrudions  of  the  admiralty 
to  Lord  Gambier,  and  various 
other  documents,  were  afterwards 
read,  and  the  court  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  witneffes,  viz. 
W.  Stokes,  mafter  of  the  Caledo¬ 
nia;  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  of  dit¬ 
to  ;  Mr.  Raven,  mafter  of  the 
Caelar  ;  Mr.  Thompfon,  mafter  of 
the  Beagle.  Lord  Cochrane  was 
next  examined.  He  ftated,  with 
the  produdion  of  a  number  of 
charts,  &c.  that  he  had  not  only 
made  fignals  of  there  being  fufli- 
cient  depth  of  water  and  anchor- 
ries.  [f>  age 
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age  to  enable  Lord  Gambier  to 
fend  in  (hips  of  the  line  to  deftroy 
the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  that 
had  taken  fhelter  in  the  Ifle  of 
Aix,  but  that  he  had  alfo  written  to 
the  admiral  to  that  efteft.  In  proof 
of  this  his  lordlhip  produced  two 
letters,  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

“  Caledonia April  1 3. 

<(  My  dear  lord,  You  have  done 
your  part  fo  admirably,  that  I  will 
not  fuffer  you  to  tarnilh  it,  by  at¬ 
tempting  impoflibilities.  You  muft 
therefore  join  me,  as  foon  as  you 
can,  with  the  bomb.  &c.  as  I  wifli 
to  have  fome  information  from  you 
before  I  clofe  my  difpatches. 

<(  Gambier. 

((  P.  S.  I  have  ordered  three 
brigs  and  two  bombs  to  join  you 
in  the  attempt  j  but  I  don’t  think 
it  will  fucceed.  You  muft  come  to 
me  on  the  turn  of  the  tide,  as  I 
want  to  fend  you  to  England  as 
foon  as  poflible.” 

To  which  Lord  Cochrane  re¬ 
plied  : 

ic  Imperieufe^  April  13. 

(t  My  lord,  I  have  juft  received 
your  lordlhip’s  letter  :  we  can  de¬ 
ftroy  the  enemy’s  (hips  on  (bore,  of 
which  I  hope  you  will  approve. 

“  Cochrane.” 

Lord  Cochrane’s  teftimony  upon 
the  whole  went  to  maintain,  that 
there  was  a  fafe  anchorage  for  fix 
of  our  (hips  of  the  line  ;  and  had 
only  two  been  ordered  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  frigates,  at  the  time 
required  by  ftgnals,  his  lordlhip 
was  of  opinion  that  feven  fail,  in¬ 
cluding  a  three-decker,  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  (hips  might  have  been  de- 
ftroyed. 

The  Hon.  Admiral  Stopford  be¬ 
ing  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  de¬ 
clared  that  he  did  not  think  that, 


while  the  fleet  lay  in  Bafque 
Roads,  there  was  any  delay  or  de¬ 
ficiency  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  in  executing  the 
fervice  intrufted  to  him.  Never 
underftood  that  the  Imperieufe  had 
made  lignal  that  two  fail  of  the 
line  would  be  fufficient  to  deftroy 
the  enemy.  Had  himfelf  recalled 
the  Caefar,  Thefeus,  and  Valiant, 
from  Aix  Roads,  in  confequence 
of  the  imminent  danger  of  the  an¬ 
chorage,  as  well  as  the  ftrength  of 
the  batteries.  The  Casfar  was 
once  aground,  and  all  the  veflels 
were  within  range  both  of  (hot  and 
{hells.  Thus  far  is  nearly  the  out¬ 
line  of  the  two  firft  days  of  the 
trial. 

On  the  third  day  Admiral  Stop- 
ford  further  ftated  to  the  court, 
that  he  would  not  have  Hiked 
the  fleet  in  Aix  Roads,  as  the 
broadfides  of  the  enemy  command¬ 
ed  the  paflage,  and  the  veflels 
would  have  been  crippled  in  going 
in,  and  would  not  have  afterwards 
been  able  to  work  out.  The  fire 
from  the  Ifle  of  Aix  was  uninter¬ 
rupted. 

Mr.  Sparling,  mafter  of  the  Im¬ 
perieufe,  confirmed  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane’s  evidence  in  the  moft  material 
parts  ;  and  ftated  that  he  had  him¬ 
felf,  previous  to  the  attack,  afeer- 
tained  that  there  was  fafe  anchor¬ 
age  for  three  or  four  fail  of  the 
line. 

Captain  Wolfe,  of  the  Aigle, 
being  called,  depofed  that  he  did 
not  know,  at  the  time  of  attack, 
that  there  was  fufficient  anchorage 
for  fix  fail  of  the  line  ;  thought 
that,  if  the  {hips  had  remained  at 
the  firft  anchorage  without  remov¬ 
ing  to  the  fecond,  they  would 
have  been  deftroyed  by  the  Ihot 
and  (hells,  which  fell  from  the  bat* 
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teries.  Was  of  opinion  that  the 
commander-in-chief  had  neglefted 
nothing  which  could  infure  fuccefs 
to  the  enterprife. 

Captain  Rodd  confirmed  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  preceding  witnefs : 
after  which,  the  prefident  ac¬ 
quainted  Lord  Gambier,  that  the 
evidence  for  the  profecution  was 
clofed. 

On  the  fifth  day  Lord  Gambier 
entered  upon  a  very  mafterly  de¬ 
fence,  of  which  we  have  room  only 
for  the  following  extract. 

After  a  minute  examination  of 
the  charge  in  all  its  details,  and  a 
review  of  the  evidence,  as  well  as 
of  the  whole  of  his  conduct  in 
Bafque  Roads,  Lord  Gambier  drew 
the  following  dedu&iofts :  f(  Firft, 
That,  during  the  whole  of  this 
fervice,  the  moll  unwearied  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid  by  me  to  its  main 
objeCt,  the  deftruCtion  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  fleet.  Secondly,  That  in  no 
part  of  the  fervice  was  more  zeal 
and  exertion  fhown,  than  during 
the  whole  of  the  12th  of  April, 
when  I  had  neceflarily  in  view  two 
objects :  the  deftrudfion  of  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  and  alfo  the  prefer- 
vation  of  that  under  my  command  ; 
for  the  extreme  difficulties  in  ap¬ 
proaching  an  enemy  clofely  fur- 
rounded  by  fihoals,  and  ftrongly 
defended  by  batteries,  rendered 
caution  in  my  proceedings  peculi¬ 
arly  neceflarily.  Thirdly,  That 
three  out  of  feven  of  the  enemy's 
(hips  aground  on  the  Pallas  were, 
from  their  firft  being  on  fhore,  to¬ 
tally  out  of  the  reach  of  the  guns 
of  any  fhips  of  the  fleet  that  might 
have  been  fent  in ;  and  that  at  no 
time  whatever,  either  fooner  or 
later,  could  they  have  been  at¬ 
tacked.  Fourthly,  That  the  other 
four  of  the  eleven  fhips  of  which 
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the  enemy's  fleet  confifted,  were 
never  in  a  fituation  to  be  afiailed 
after  the  fire-fhips  had  failed  in 
their  main  object.  Thefe  are  the 
points  on  which  I  reft  my  j  unifi¬ 
cation,  trufting,  that  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  court,  upon  their  re¬ 
view  of  my  whole  cafe,  that  I  did 
take  the  moft  effedlual  meafures 
for  deftroying  the  enemy's  fleet ; 
that  neither  negledf  nor  unneceflary 
delay  did  take  place  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  fervice ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  owing  to  the  time 
chofen  by  me  for  fending  a  force 
in  to  make  the  attack,  that  the 
fervice  was  accompliftied  with  fo 
very  inconfiderable  a  lofs.  Had  I 
purfued  any  of  the  meafures  deem¬ 
ed  practicable  and  proper  in  the 
judgment  of  Lord  Cochrane,  I  am 
firmly  perfuaded  the  fuccefs  attend¬ 
ing  this  achievement  would  have 
proved  more  dearly  bought  than 
any  yet  recorded  in  our  naval  an¬ 
nals,  and,  far  from  accompiifhing 
the  hopes  of  my  country,  or  the 
expectations  of  the  admiralty,  muft 
have  difappointed  both.  If  fuch, 
too,  were  the  foundation  of  his 
lordfhip's  profpeCts,  it  is  juft  they 
fhould  vanifh  before  the  fuperior 
confiderations  attending  a  fervice 
involving  the  naval  character  and 
moft  important  interefts  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

The  following  witnefles  were 
then  called  in  fupport  of  the  de¬ 
fence  :  Mr.  E.  Fairfax,  mafter  of 
the  fleet;  Mr,  Stokes,  Captain 
Bligh,  &c.  &c.  They  depofed 
generally,  that  there  was  no  an¬ 
chorage  near  the  Boyar t  Shoal ; 
that  had  four  fail  of  the  line  gone 
into  Aix  roads  when  the  fignal 
was  made,  they  would  have  been 
expofed  to  inevitable  deftruftion  ; 
and  that  no  effort  was  left  untried 
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by  the  commander-in-chief  to  in¬ 
jure  the  deftruftion  of  the  enemy's 
fleet. 

The  lixth,  feventh,  and  eighth 
days  were  employed  in  examining 
witneffes.  At  the  requeft  of  Lord 
Gambier,  Admiral  Stopford,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hawkins,  Sir  H,  Neale, 
Captains  Hardyman,  Seymour, 
Newcome,  and  Kerr,  were  exa¬ 
mined,  and  fupporied  the  honour¬ 
able  admiral’s  ftatement.  The 
court,  for  its  own  fatisfaHion,  af¬ 
terwards  called  Captains  Wolfe  and 
Malcolm. 

Captains  Kerr,  Malcolm,  Burk- 
hill,  Ball,  and  Newman,  were  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  court,  and  their  tef- 
timony  was  in  diredt  con, tradition 
to  that  of  Lord  Cochrane  ;  while 
the  evidence  of  Captain  Brough¬ 
ton,  of  the  Amelia,  tended,  though 
but  partially,  to  fupport  the 
charges. 

On  the  ninth  and  laft  day,  by 
diredtion  of  the  court,  the  judge 
advocate  read  the  fentence :  — 
<s  That  the  court  having  duly  de¬ 
liberated  on  the  evidence  in  fup¬ 
port  of  the  charge  exhibited  againll 
Admiral  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Gambier,  and  having  alfo  minutely 
weighed  the  evidence  adduced  by 
his  lordfhip  in  his  defence,  have 
determined  that  the  charge — c  that 
Admiral  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Gambier,  on  the  1 2  th  day  of  April, 
the  enemy’s  chips  being  then  on 
fho  re,  and  the  fignal  having  been 
made  that  they  could  be  deft royed, 
did  for  a  confiderable  time  negledt 
or  delay  taking '  effectual  meafures 
for  deftroying  them/  has  not  been 
proved  againft  the  faid  Admiral 
Lord  Gambier ;  but  that  his  Iord- 
fhip’s  conduct  on  that  occafion,  as 
well  as  his  general  condudt  and 
proceedings  as  commander- in-chief 
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of  the  channel  fleet,  employed  in 
Bafque  Roads,  between  the  17  th 
day  of  March  and  the  29th  day  of 
April,  1809,  was  marked  by  zeal* 
judgment,  ability,  and  an  anxious 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  and  therefore  do 
adjudge  him  to  be  moll  honourably 
acquitted  :  and  he  is  hereby  moft 
honourably  acquitted  according¬ 
ly".”  The  preftdent  then  compli¬ 
mented  Lord  Gambier  on  his  ac¬ 
quittal,  and  returned  him  his 
fvvord. 

As  the  night  Bath  coach  was 
travelling  near  Colnbrook,.  the 
leaders  took  fright  at  the  light¬ 
ning,  and  became  unmanageable 
the  confequence  was,  the  animals 
itarfed  off  at  full  fpeed,  and  the 
vehicle  was  upfet,  and  literally 
Blattered  in  pieces.  Nine  perfons 
were  ferioufly  hurt,  and  a  female, 
paffenger  died  of  her  bruifes,  on 
being  conveyed  to  Hounflow. — - 
About  two  miles  from  the  fame 
fpot  a  poor  man  was  killed  in  a 
lane  by  a  cart  turning  over,  the 
animal  alfo  Laving  plunged  out  of 
the  road.  About  eight  o’clock  the 
fame  night,  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Albans  was  vifited  by  a  thunder- 
ftorm,  which  continued  a  confider¬ 
able  time,  attended  by  rain,  which 
fell  in  fuch  torrents  that  the  roads 
were  quite  inundated,  and  wood 
palings  were  thrown  down,  and 
orher  wood-work  floated  in  the 
ftream,  which  rendered  the  high¬ 
ways  aJmoft  impaflable  ;  the  at- 
mofphere  appeared  like  a  fheet  of 
fire,  the  air  was  impregnated  witL 
fulphur,  and  the  lightning  made 
fuch  a  hilling  noife,  and  the  whole 
prefented  a  fcene  fo  frightful,  that 
the  horfes  on  the  road  would  not 
proceed.  —  This  very  fevere  tempeft 
proved  fatal  to  the  cattle  in  the 
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county  of  Norfolk.  At  Bradenham 
and  Shipdam,  a  bullock  and  two 
cows  were  killed  ;  and  at  Shenks 
Mill  a  cow,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Chephin,  in  the  wiidnefs  of  anx¬ 
iety  for  the  fafety  of  her  calf, 
which  had  ftrayed  fome  diftance, 
rulhed  into  the  mill -ft  ream,  and 
was  followed  by  nineteen  bullocks. 
The  rain  falling  in  torrents,  the 
banks  were  foon  overflown  fo  con- 
fiderably,  that  all  efforts  to  refcue 
them  became  fruitlefs,  and  the 
whole  were  drowned. 

i  At  Bofton,  this  night, 

'  *  was  experienced  a  moft 

alarming  tempeft  :  it  began  about 
half  paft  eight,  and  was  not  over 
till  nearly  eleven.  During  great 
part  of  that  interval  the  rain  de- 
fcended  in  torrents,  and  the  thun- 
der  and  lightning  were  of  the  moft 
awful  kind.  About  ten,  four 
houfes  were  ftruck  by  fire-balls ; 
a  window  of  one  of  the  houfes  was 
driven  in,  the  bed-clothes  were 
torn  off  a  bed,  and  a  cat  was  kill¬ 
ed. — At  Kirton,  near  Bofton,  a 
mare  and  foal  were  killed  by 
lightning ;  and  a  fmall  houfe  on 
the  bank  of  the  Forty -foot  navi¬ 
gation  was  deftroyed  by  it. 

,  On  Fridays  about  three 
*  o’clock,  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Waterford  aflizes  was  interrupted 
by  an  alarm  of  fire.  The  fmoke 
was  ftrongly  felt  in  the  county 
court,  and  the  flames,  at  times, 
flaflied  powerfully  through  the 
windows.  The  fire  commenced  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  county  gaol, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  eleven 
houfes  from  it.  By  this  calamity 
nearly  fixty  houfes,  moft  of  them 
thatched,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  one 
hour  were  totally  deftroyed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  walls,  and 
even  of  thefe  many  had  fallen 


dowrn.  Only  one  life  was  loft,  a 
boy  about  four  years  old. 

Died.  Aged  103,  in  Long- 
lane,  Mr.  James  Robinfon. 

Aged  106,  James  Bourns,  of 
Catbolly,  county  of  Down. 

Jacob  Humphreys,  pa-  . 
rifh  clerk  of  Welfh  Poo!.  'W1* 
His  family,  for  more  than  200 
years,  were  parifii  clerks  of  the 
place,  and  were  all  named  Jacob 
Humphreys,  and  his  fon  Jacob  is 
expeHed  to  fucceed  him. 

At  Bradford,  Elizabeth  Briggs, 
aged  102. 


AUGUST. 


Fine  Arts.—*0 n  this  day,  . 
Thurfday,  the  fcafrolding  and  ^ 
awning  were  removed  from  the 
ftatue  ereHed  in  RuffeLfquare,  in 
honour  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford.  Many  friends  of  the  duke, 
and  lovers  of  fculpture  attended; 
the  effedl  produced  on  the  fpedla- 
tors  was  a  lively  admiration  of  the 
performance,  mingled  with  emo¬ 
tions  of  regret  for  the  lofs  of  a 
nobleman  who  delighted  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  good  of  his  country. 
The  ftatue  iscolofthl ;  the  attitude 
well  chofen,  graceful,  and  manly  ; 
the  folds  of  drapery  are  ample,  yet 
fufficiently  detailed.  His  grace 
repofes  one  arm  on  a  plough,  the 
left  hand  holds  the  gift  of  Ceres, 
conforming  with  the  general  plan 
of  a  monument  intended  to  mark 
the  duke’s  patriotic  fondnefs  for 
agricultural  purfuits.  Spring, 

furnmer,  autumn,  .and  winter,  per- 
fonified  in  the  endearing  fernbiance 
of  children,  play  round  the  feet  of 
the  ftatue,  whofe  apparent  magni¬ 
tude  feems  augmented  by  the  con- 
[R  b  3]  Araft. 
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traft.  The  pedeftal,  in  embellifh- 
ments  and  fize,  is  well  adapted  to 
the  purpofes  of  illuftration  and 
ftrength :  to  the  four  corners  are 
attached  bulls’  heads  in  very  high 
relief ;  the  cavity  immediately  be¬ 
neath  the  upper  moulding  is  adorn¬ 
ed  with  herds  of  cattle  in  recum¬ 
bent  poftures ;  on  the  curved  fides 
are  rural  fubje&s  in  bajfo  relievo , 
the  firft  reprefents  the  preparation 
for  the  ploughman’s  dinner  ;  the 
hufbandman’s  wife,  on  her  knees, 
attends  the  culinary  department ;  a 
youth  founding  a  horn,  two  ruftics, 
and  a  team  of  oxen  at  reft,  finilh 
the  groupe.  The  fecond  compofi- 
tion  is  made  up  of  reapers  and 
gleaners  varioully  employed,  the 
young  woman  in  the  centre  is  de¬ 
lineated  with  the  comelinefs  and 
grace  of  a  village  favourite.  Thefe 
enrichments,  the  four  feafons,  and 
the  ftatute  of  the  duke,  are  all  caft 
in  bronze,  and  fo  very  fuccefsfully, 
that,  with  the  polifh  of  high  finifh- 
ing,  they  preferve  the  fpirit  of  an 
original  model. 

The  mafly  material  of  the  pedef¬ 
tal  is  Scotch  granite,  and  together 
with  the  fuperftru&ure  meafures, 
from  the  level  ground  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  monument,  twenty- 
feven  feet.  The  principal  figure 
is  nine  feet  high. 

This  ftatue  is  the  produ&ion  of 
Mr.  Weftmacott,  to  whom  the 
public  are  already  indebted  for  the 
admirable  monument  eredted  to  the 
memory  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie. 
^  ,  Indian  Goats.— Some  very 
beautiful  animals  of  the  goat 
kind  have  been  fent  home  from  In¬ 
dia  in  the  late  fleet,  as  a  prefent 
from  Sir  E.  Baillie,  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
They  are  larger  than  the  ordinary 
fize,  with  fmooth  hair,  beautifully 


fpeckled,  as  we  fometimes  fee  deer 
with  very  brilliant  colours.  One 
of  them  in  particular,  a  male,  is 
beautifully  variegated  with  red  and 
white.  His  horns,  which  are 
fmooth,  are  alfo  elegantly  mottled. 
Thefe  animals  were  brought  to 
Calcutta,  at  the  exprefs  defire  of 
his  royal  highnefs  to  Sir  E.  Baillie, 
from  Delhi,  where  they  have  been 
introduced  from  Perfia.  His  royal 
highnefs  intended  them  for  his 
royal  mother’s  lodge  at  Frogmore, 
and  has  already  prefented  them  to 
her  Majefty,  who  is  highly  grati¬ 
fied  with  the  gift. 

At  Chippenham,  Cam-  ^ 
bridgefhire,  a  tower  wind¬ 
mill,  the  property  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Chapman,  was  ftruck  by  lightning 
on  the  middle  bolt  of  the  fail,  and 
fhivered  into  2460  pieces,  which 
were  picked  up  and  told  from  the 
fail.  It  came  down  at  one  corner, 
fplit  the  brick  work,  and  fhivered 
a  piece  of  the  door.  A  few  ounces 
of  lamp  black  that  were  in  the 
mill  was  fcattered  about,  and  the 
paper  which  contained  it  fcorched, 
but  no  damage  was  done  to  the 
infide  of  the  mill. 

The  Marquis  di  Romana  , 
has  caufed  a  very  fplendid  ^ 
monument  to  be  ere&ed  to  the  me-, 
mory  of  Sir  John  Moore,  in  a  con- 
fpicuous  fituation,  to  which  the 
remains  of  the  lamented  hero  have 
been  removed,  from  the  obfcure 
place  where  they  were  depofited  in 
the  fortrefs  of  Corunna.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  infcription  is  placed  on  the 
monument : 

A  la  Gloria 

Del  General  Ingles  Moore, 

Y  fus  valientes  Compatriotas, 

La  Efpana  Agradecida. 

(To  the  Glory 

Of  the  Englifh  General  Moore, 

And 
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And  his  valiant  Countrymen, 
The  Gratitude  of  Spain.) 

And  on  the  other  fide : 

Memoria  del  Dia  1 6  de  Enero, 
1809. 

(Memory  of  the  A&ionof  the  16th 
January,  1809.) 

This  evening,  as  Lieut. 
General  Baron  Hompefch 
was  returning  from  Windfor  in  his 
fulky,  he  was  flopped  between 
Datchet  and  Colnbrooke,  by  a 
(ingle  footpad,  who  demanded  his 
money.  The  baron  prefented  the 
butt  end  of  his  whip,  which  forms 
a  bugle  horn,  and  fwore,  if  he  did 
not  take  himfelf  off,  he  would 
lodge  the  whole  of  the  lead  which 
it  contained  in  his  brains.  The 
fellow,  who  miftook  it  for  a  blun- 
derbufs,  quickly  difappeared.  The 
baron,  to  avoid  a  fecond  attack, 
quickened  his  pace,  and  fhortly 
after,  as  he  was  driving  rapidly, 
he  came  in  contaCl  with  a  man  on 
horfeback,  when  both  horfes  were 
knocked  down  by  the  (hock,  and  the 
lulky  dafhed  to  pieces.  The  baron 
and  the  man,  as  well  as  their 
horfes,  were  fo  much  bruifed,  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  they  were 
removed.  Fortunately  no  limbs 
were  broken. 

1 8th  ^  great  many  perfons, 
from  Dornoch,  and  other 
parts  of  Sutherland,  who  were  on 
their  way  to  attend  the  Tain 
market,  on  Wednefday,  the  16th, 
imprudently  crowded  into  the  paf. 
fage  boat  at  the  Meckle  Ferry,  to 
the  number  of  152,  being  confi- 
derably  beyond  its  burden.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  however,  from  an  anx¬ 
iety  to  get  acrofs,  they  were  in- 
fenfible  to  the  imminent  danger  to 
which  they  were  about  to  expofe 


themfelves,  for  they  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  half  way  from  the 
fhore,  when,  dreadful  to  relate, 
the  boat  funk,  and  all  on  hoard 
periflied,  excepting  five  perfons  1 
The  bufinefs  of  the  fair  having 
been  the  objeCl  of  almoft  all  who 
were  on  board  the  boat,  many  of 
them  had  all  the  money  they  could 
command  along  with  them  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  aggravates  the 
misfortune  of  the  afflicted  relatives. 
There  were  fixty-three  fufferers 
from  the  parifli  of  Dornoch  alone. 
Whole  families  perifhed.  The  day 
was  quite  calm.  The  accident  is 
partly  attributed  to  the  mifconduCt 
of  the  boatmen,  who  were  faid  to 
have  been  intoxicated,  and  who 
fuffered  with  the  reft  on  this  affliCl- 
ing  occafion. 

Joint  Stock  Companies .  » 

‘ The  King  v.  Webb  and  ° 
others,  proprietors  of  a  company  call¬ 
ing  themfel'ves  the  Birmingham  Union 
Flour  and  Bread  Company , — This 
was  a  profecution,  by  indi&ment, 
preferred  by  the  millers  and  bakers 
of  that  town  and  neighbourhood, 
againft  the  conductors  of  the  Union 
Flour  and  Bread  Company,  on  the 
ftatute  of  the  6th  Geo.  I.  as  being 
a  joint  (lock  company,  and  prohi¬ 
bited  by  that  ftatute. 

Several  witnefles  were  examined 
on  the  part  of  the  profecution,  with 
a  view  of  (hewing  that  it  had  been 
injurious  to  the  profecutors,  and 
therefore  illegal  ;  and,  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  it  was  clearly 
proved,  that  the  inftitution  was  of 
a  general  benefit  to  the  town,  and 
that  a  fhort  time  previous  to  the 
eftabliftiment  the  inhabitants  were 
fcantily  /applied  with  flour  and 
bread,  and  that  of  an  inferior  qua¬ 
lity,  and  much  adulterated ,  and 

[Bi  4]  therefore 
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therefore  it  was  formed  with  a 
view  of  preventing  a  recurrence 
of  it. 

After  a  confiderable  difcuffion  of 
the  legal  queftion,  arifing  upon  the 
conftruftion  of  the  above  ad,  the 
learned  judge  recommended  certain 
points  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  jury,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  a  fpecial  cafe  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  )cf  King's 
Eench,  which  were  as  follow  : — • 
ill.  Whether  the  undertaking  was 
originally  beneficial  to  the  public? 
sdly.  Whether  it  continues  to  be 
fo?  And,  3 d  1  y .  Whether  it  was 
injurious  to  the  millers  and  bakers  ? 

On  which  the  jury  returned  the 
following  verdid  :  “  That  its  ori¬ 
ginal  inftitution  was  laudable ,  that 
it  was  beneficial  to  the  town  of 
.Birmingham,  and  continues  to  be 
fo  :  but  that  it  was  prejudicial  to 
the  private  intereJU  of  the  millers 
and  bakers  concerned  in  that 
trade.’* 

Ireland . —  Extraordinary  Cafe . — 
From  the  Dublin  papers  of  the  22 d 
nit. — iC  On  Thurfday  laft,  at  feveri 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  as  a  man 
was  palling  by  the  lime- kiln  of  D. 
Goffon,  near  Finglas,  he  faw  in  a 
hollow  below  the  wall  of  the  kiln, 
a  perfon  in  a  grey  coat  lying  on  his 
face  on  the  ground.  At  firft  he 
fuppofed  him  to  be  afieep  or  in¬ 
toxicated,  but,  after  fome  time, 
perceiving  he  did  not  hi r,  he  was 
induced  to  examine  him  more 
clofely,  when  he  found  him  appa¬ 
rently  dead.  On  turning  him  on 
his  back,  to  afeertain  who  he 
might  be,  a  fight  the  moil  awful 
and  horrid  presented  itfelf  to  his 
view.  The  perfon  was  not  dead, 
but  on  moving  his  coat,  the  whole 
furface  of  his  body  feemed  a  mov¬ 


ing  mafs  of  worms;  his  face  was 
much  disfigured,  apparently  from 
fome  bruifes  inflided  either  by 
blows  or  from  a  fall ;  and  from 
every  aperture  of  his  head,  his 
eyes,  ears,  mouth,  and  nofe,  pour¬ 
ed  innumerable  worms,  as  if  the 
interior  of  the  fkull  were  entirely 
filled  with  them.  His  eyes  were 
diffolved,  and  the  cavities,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  his  ears,  mouth,  and 
nofe,  were  filled  with  a  white  mov¬ 
ing  mafs,  more  horrid  anddifgufling 
than  it  is  pofiibie  for  imagination  to 
conceive,  without  ocular  infpedion. 
After  fome  time,  the  miferable 
man  recovered  fufficient  ftrength 
to  walk,  and  fo  far  recovered  his 
recollcdion  and  voice,  that  he  dif- 
tindly  anfwered  feveral  queflions 
put  to  him  ;  he  told  who  he  was, 
where  he  lived,  &c.  that  he  was 
returning  home  on  a  car  the  even¬ 
ing  before,  and  having  drank  too 
much  he  fell  off,  and  lay  ftunned 
with  the  fall  till  he  was  difeovered. 
He  could  not  account  for  the 
wounds  in  his  head,  nor  for  his 
being  fo  far  off  the  road  ;  but  it  is 
probable  he  had  received  the  con- 
tufion  on  his  face  from  the  fall,  or 
perhaps  the  car  had  gone  over  him, 
and  he  had  infenfibly  crawled  to 
the  place  where  he  lay.  .  The  hu¬ 
midity  of  the  air,  and  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  had  rapidly  brought 
on  a  folution  of  the  folids  in  thofe 
bruifed  parts  already  predifpofed  to 
putrefcency,  and  now  lying  in  con¬ 
tact  with  tile  rxioift  earth.  In  this 
was  fpeedily  depofited  the  eggs  of 
innumerable  infe&s,  whofe  genera¬ 
tion  was  as  rapid  as  the  predifpof- 
ing  caufes  were  favourable ;  and 
thus,  while  the  vital  powers  rallied 
at  the  center,  and  the  blood,  yet 
circulating  round  the  heart,  preferv- 
w  •  •  ‘  .  .  ,T..,  .•  ed, 
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pd  the  vital  principle,  the  ex¬ 
tremities,  in  which  all  pul  fat  ion 
had  ceafed,  were  diffolving  into 
their  primitive  elements,  and  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body  ex¬ 
hibited  a  mafs  of  animated  corrup¬ 
tion.  He  was  brought  into  an 
out-houfe,  and  laid  on  fome  hay  ; 
the  loathfome  objedls  were  remov¬ 
ed,  as  far  as  that  could  be  done  ; 
he  was  walked  with  fpirits  and 
vinegar,  had  cordials  poured  down 
his  throat,  which  he  fvvallowed, 
though  with  fome  difficulty.  In 
fadl,  every  precaution  was  taken 
by  the  worthy  people  by  whom  he 
was  difcovered,  but  without  efFedt ; 
the  putrefcency'  rapidly  iricreafed  ; 
in  a  very  fhort  time  the  fpafms  in 
his  throat  prevented  his  {wallow¬ 
ing  ;  he  gradually  became  infen- 
fible,  and  at  twelve  o’clock  the 
next  day  he  died,  in  a  Hate  of 
total  putri-lblution,  having  lived 
in  that  dreadful  fituation  twelve 
hours,  from  the  time  he  was  firlt 
difcovered,  and  the  greater  part  of 
that  period  in  full  poffeffion  of  his 
fenfes,  fo  much  fo,  that  he  at  feve- 
ral  times  inquired  eagerly  for  his 
pocket,  in  which  he  recolledled  he 
had  put  fome  money,  and  which  to 
a  fmall  amount  was  found. 

An  information  was  lately  heard 
before  the  fitting  magillrafe  at 
Bow-ilreet,  againk  a  mafterfweep, 
named  Henry  Doe,  redding  in  the 
parifh  of  Mary.le-bone,  for  having 
in  his  ferviee,  as  an  apprentice,  a 
child  under  the  age  of  eight  years, 
contrary  to  the  add  of  parliament, 
which  particularly  fpeciries  that 
the  children  mult  be  upwards  of 
that  age,  and  not  bound  for  a 
longer  time  than  eight  yearsv 
1  The  circumlfances  of  the  cafe 
were  truly  diltreffing,  and  exhibit¬ 
ed  an  inftance  of  human  depravity 
I'arely  to  be  equalled.  It  appeared 
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that  the  mother  of  the  child  went 
fome  diftance  from  London,  and 
left  her  little  fon,  a  fine  child,  five 
years  of  age,  in  the  care  of  its  fa¬ 
ther,  who  is  a  working  plumber, 
named  Millet.  She  remained  out 
of  town  for  nearly  a  twelvemonth, 
and,  on  her  return,  flew  with 
anxious  hopes  to  the  lodging  of 
her  hulband,  where  fhe,  of  courfe, 
expedfed  to  be  gratified  with  the 
fight  of  her  fon  ;  but  what  was  her 
mifery  and  aftonifhment,  when  fhe 
was  informed,  by  her  unnatural 
hulband,  that  during  her  abfence 
he  had  the  inhumanity  to  place  his 
infant  offspring  in  the  ferviee  of  a 
fweep,  and  thus  early  to  expofe  its 
tender  frame  to  all  thofe  melan- 

i 

choly  viciffitudes,  unhappily  fo 
often  experienced  by  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  children  doomed  to  that 
wretched  employment.  Her  fen- 
fations  may  be  more  eafily  felt 
than  deferibed.  She  rulhed  from 
the  prefence  of  the  monlfer,  her 
hulband,  almoft  frantic,  and  after 
fome  difficulty  found  the  den,  for 
it  could  not  be  called  a  human  ha¬ 
bitation,  where  her  unfortunate 
infant,  then  initiated  in  the  myf- 
teries  of  fweeping  a  chimney,  was 
doomed  to  pafs  its  exiftence,  with¬ 
out  the  foftering  care  of  a  tender 
mother,  and  fubjedl  to  all  the  cru¬ 
elties  which  an  inexorable  mailer 
might  heap  upon  it.  The  meafure 
of  her  woes,  however,  was  to  be 
heaped  Hill  higher ;  for  fhe  had 
yet  the  horrid  tale  to  hear,  that 
the  father  of  the  helplefs  child  ab~ 
folutely  had  fold  it  for  three  gui¬ 
neas,  without  the  produdlion  of 
which  the  equally  unnatural  m af¬ 
ter  refufed  to  rellore  it  to  the  em¬ 
braces  of  its  diliradfed  mother. 

The  only  refource  now  left  her 
•/ 

was  to  apply  to  a  folicitor  for  ad¬ 
vice,  and  Mr,  Humphries  humanely 
*  •  took 
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took  the  cafe  in  hand,  and  fum- 
moned  the  matter  before  the  magif- 
trates,  who,  without  a  moment’s 
hefitation,  ordered  the  child  to  be 
reftored  to  its  mother,  and  impofed 
a  fine  of  five  pounds  on  the  m  af¬ 
ter. 

^  Died. — Matthew  Boul¬ 

ton,  Efq.  He  was  born  at 
Birmingham,  Sept. 3,  (O.S.)  1728; 
being  the  fon  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Boulton,  hardware  manufacturer, 
by  Chriftiana,  daughter  of  a  Mr. 

eers,  of  Chefter ;  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  principally  at  Deritend,  in 
the  academy  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  An- 
tted.  At  the  age  of  17,  he  in¬ 
vented,  and  afterwards  rapidly 
brought  to  perfection,  the  inlaid 
fteel  buckles,  buttons,  watch- 
chains,  trinkets,  &c.  which  were 
for  fo  many  years  in  great  requeft. 
Of  thefe,  vaft  quantities  were  ex¬ 
ported  to  France ;  whence  they 
were  repurchafed  with  avidity  by 
the  Englifh  beaux,  as  the  offspring 
of  French  ingenuity.  In  1762, 
Mr.  Boulton,  who  had  inherited 
confiderable  property  at  the  death 
of  his  father,  very  naturally  fought 
a  larger  fcope  for  his  induftry  than 
could  be  conveniently  found  with¬ 
in  the  walls  of  a  town.  He  pur- 
chafed,  therefore,  a  leafe  of  the 
Soho,  near  Handfworth,  in  Staf- 
fordfhire,  about  two  miles  from 
Birmingham,  at  that  time  a  barren 
heath,  on  the  bleak  fummit  of 
which  flood  fingly  a  naked  hut, 
the  habitation  of  a  poor  warrener. 
Thefe  traCls  of  common  were  con¬ 
verted  by  Mr.  B.  into  the  prefent 
extenfive  and  fuperb  manufactory, 
of  which  he  laid  the  foundation  at 
an  expenfe  of  nearly  10,000/.  and 


in  1794  he  purchafed  the  fee-fimple 
of  Soho,  and  much  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  land.  Until  1 767  Mr.  B.  had 
carried  on  his  works,  by  means  of 
water-mills ;  but  the  power  of  this 
element  thus  applied,  even  aided 
as  it  was  by  the  ftrength  of  horfes, 
was  found  very  inadequate  to  the 
extent  of  his  defigns.  In  this  year, 
therefore,  he  had  recourfe  to  that 
matter-piece  of  human  ingenuity, 
the  fleam-engine.  That  which  he 
firft  conftru&ed  was  on  Captain 
Savary’s  *  plan  ;  but  it  fell  far 
fhort  of  his  purpofes.  Two  years 
after  this,  however,  he  formed  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
James  Watt,  of  Glafgow,  (who 
had  obtained  a  patent  for  an  im¬ 
portant  improvement  in  the  fleam- 
engine),  and  foon  induced  him  to 
come  and  fettle  at  Soho.  In  1775, 
fo  obvious  were  the  advantages  of 
Mr.  Watt’s  improvement,  that 
parliament  prolonged  his  patent  for 
twenty-five  years.  Thefe  two  in¬ 
genious  men  now  formed  a  partner- 
fhip;  and,  under  the  direction  of 
Meffrs.  Boulton  and  Watt,  a  very 
extenfive  manufactory  of  thefe  en¬ 
gines  was  eftablifhed  at  Soho, 
whence  moft  of  the  great  mines 
and  manufactories  in  England  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  fupplied  ;  and  they  are 
now  rendered  applicable  to  almoft 
every  mechanical  purpofe  in  which 
great  force  or  power  is  required. 
About  1788,  Mr.  B.  projected  a 
converfion  of  the  fleam-engine  to 
the  purpofes  of  coinage  ;  and  he 
has  of  late  years  brought  his  coin¬ 
ing-mill  to  amazing  perfection. 
He  has  been  employed  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  coin  halfpence,  penny 
and  two-penny  pieces  ;  and  fo  in- 


*  This  gentleman,  about  the  year  1700,  ereCted  many  of  thefe  machines  for  drain¬ 
ing  the  tin-mines  in  Cornwall. 
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gemoufly  has  he  contrived  their 
form  and  ftru&ure ;  as  to  render 
counterfeiting  apparently  impoffi- 
ble.  Speaking  of  Mr.  B’s  mode 
of  applying  the  fteam-engine  to  the 
purpofe  of  coining,  the  late  Dr. 
Darwin  faid,  “  The  whole  of  this 
expenfive  and  magnificent  appara¬ 
tus  moves  with  fuch  fuperior  ex¬ 
cellence  and  cheapnefsof  workman- 
fhip,  as  well  as  works  with  fuch 
powerful  machinery,  as  muft  to¬ 
tally  prevent  clandeftine  imita¬ 
tions,  and,  in  confequence  fave 
many  lives  from  the  hands  of  the 
executioner  ;  a  circumftance  wor¬ 
thy  the  attention  of  a  great  minif- 
ter.  If  a  civic  crown  was  given 
in  Rome  for  preferving  the  life  of 
one  citizen,  Mr.  B.  fhould  be  co¬ 
vered  with  a  garland  of  oak.” 
The  impreffion  of  the  coin,  being 
on  a  concave  ground,  is  lefs  liable 
to  fri&ion  ;  and,  of  courfe,  the  coin 
will  be  more  durable  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  coinage  on  a  flat  furface 
could  be  expe&ed  to  be.  Eight 
of  Mr.  B’s  mills  were  employed 
on  the  late  coinage,  each  of  which 
received,  damped,  and  delivered 
out,  with  the  attendance  only  of  a 
little  boy,  from  feventy  to  ninety 
pieces  of  copper  in  one  minute. 
From  Mr.  Boulton’s  mint  have  alfo 
iffued  coinages  of  copper  for  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  of  filver  for 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  and 
two  complete  coinages  for  the 
Ruffian  government.  The  works 
of  Soho  have  been  rendered  by 
Mr.  B.  a  fruitful  feminary  of  ar- 
tifts.  Wherever  men  of  tafte  or 
ingenuity  were  to  be  found,  he 
cordially  invited  and  liberally  pa¬ 
tronized  them  ;  and,  by  colle&ing 
around  him  artifts  of  various  de- 
fcriptions,  rival  talents  were  called 
forth  into  exertion,  and,  by  fuc* 


ceffive  competition,  have  been  mu  1 
tiplied  to  an  extent  highly  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  public.  On  the  30th 
of  December,  1797,  Mr.  B.  pur- 
fuing  his  public  fpirited  projects, 
obtained  a  patent  for  an  apparatus 
and  method  of  railing  water  and 
other,  fluids.  This  is  an  invention 
perhaps  only  inferior  to  the  fleam 
engine ;  and  the  ufes  to  which  it 
may  be  applied  are  numerous,  and 
of  daily  occurrence. 

At  Elmfet,  near  Sheffield,  aged 
108,  Mr.  Humphreys. 

At  Grange,  near  Cartmel,  aged 
1 01,  Alice  Thompfon. 


SEPTEMBER. 


William  Hey,  under  oilier  ^ 
at  the  Swan,  in  Chertfey,  was 
married  Auguft  8.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  fome  interruption  was  given 
to  the  harmony  of  the  new  mar¬ 
ried  couple  and  their  friends,  by 
two  young  men  who  threw  a  flone 
at  the  door.  W.  Vincent,  fon  of 
a  butcher,  coming  by,  was  aflailed 
as  the  fuppofed  aggreffor.  This 
produced  a  quarrel,  fo  much  fo 
that  Vincent  next  day  watched 
Iley  going  to  his  bufinefs  at  the 
Swan,  and  beat  him  fo  unmerci¬ 
fully  as  to  break  one  of  his  ribs, 
and  caufe  feveral  contufions  on  his 
head :  he  was  conveyed  home,  and 
died  on  the  Sunday  following. 
Coroner’s  jury  returned  a  verdidl 
of — Died  by  the  vifitation  of  God. 
The  neighbourhood  deeming  this 
by  no  means  correct,  fome  difor- 
derly  proceedings  took  place,  with 
a  threat  to  pull  down  Vincent’s 
houfe,  &c.  Upon  this,  the  magif- 
trates  called  a  fpecial  meeting  on 
the  23d  of  Auguft.  Several  medi¬ 
cal 
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cal  and  other  witnefies  were  exa¬ 
mined  ;  and,  after  the  molt  minute 
inveftigation,  the  magiftrates  were 
fully  fatisfied  that  he  had  died  in 
confequence  of  the  blows  he  had 
received  from  W.  Vincent,  who 
has  fince  furrendered  to  take  his 
trial.  One  of  the  witnefies  was 
Mr.  'Summers,  a  refpeftable  young 
apothecary  and  furgeon  of  Chert- 
fey,  After  giving  his  evidence,  it 
was  imputed  to  him,  that,  being 
the  medical  man  who  attended 
Vincent’s  family,  he  had  delivered 
himfelf  more  favourably  as  to  the 
caufe  of  Iley’s  death  than  the  cir- 
cumftances  would  warrant,  and  that 
with  a  view  to  fhelter  Vincent. 
Hand- bills  were  publifhed  in 
Chertfey,  and  even  doors  and  {but¬ 
ters  written  upon,  reflecting,  in 
very  grofs  language,  on  Mr.  Sum¬ 
mers;  other  mortifying  attacks 
were  likewife  made  upon  him  by 
fome  of  his  neighbours.  At  length 
this  gentleman,  being  naturally  of 
a  defponding  nervous  habit,  about 
feven  o’clock  this  morning  left  his 
houfe,  and  repaired  to  the  Abbey 
river,  from  the  fide  of  which, 
after  placing  his  flick  in  the  mud, 
he  threw  himfelf  in,  and  was 
drowned. 

Forged Notes.-— -By  the  late  trials 
at  Lancafter,  it  appears  that  a 
traffic  in  one,  two,  and  five  pound 
notes  has  exifted  for  fome  time  ro 
a  moft  alarming  extent.  The  Bank 
of  England  have  long  been  aware 
of  thefe  forgeries,  and  they  have 
taken  means  of  detecting  and 
bringing  to  punifnment  many  of 
the  delinquents.  Jt  appeared  that 
the  traffic  in  forged  notes  was  car¬ 
ried  on  in  Lancafhire  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  counties  on  a  larger  fcale 
than  was  ever  known  before  ;  and' 
•a  witnefs  bated,  that  he  had  been 


aflured  by  one  of  the  prifoners, 
that  at  Birmingham  he  could  buy 
forged  frnall  notes  by  wholefale, 
enough  to  load  a  jackafs.  It  ap¬ 
peared  thefe  were  retailed  by  poor 
ignorant,  deluded  wretches,  few  of 
whom  could  write  or  read,  at  from 
five  to  ten  Shillings  in  the  pound. 
Birmingham  was  clearly  traced  to 
be  the  fountain  head  from  whence 
thefe  forgeries  flowed,  and  Wales 
and  Scotland  the  parts  where  they 
were  principally  pafied.  Compa¬ 
ratively  but  a  final  1  portion  found 
their  way  to  London,  as  here  they 
were  liable  to  be  detected  almoft 
immediately.  It  was  found,  in 
many  infiances,  that  the  forgers 
had  blundered  in  the  fignatures  of 
clerks  of  the  Bank  of  England  who 
had  Iona  been  dead,  and  fome  of 
the  notes  bore  the  Chriftian  names 
of  thofe  who  figned  them.  From 
thefe  inccnfiftencies,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  bad  colour  of  the  paper  of  which 
they  were  fabricated,  they  were 
not  likely  to  pafs  undifeovered  in 
London,  and  were,  therefore, 
chiefly  circulated  in  parts  remote 
from  the  metropolis. 

The  cant  terms  for  falfe  notes 
are  fofts  and  fereens  ;  of  counterfeit 
gold,  yellows.  It  appeared,  the 
paper  compofing  the  notes  was  ma¬ 
nufactured  in  Ireland ;  and  the 
forgeries  executed  at  Manchefter 
and  Birmingham. 

Various  accounts,  fimilar  to  the 
above,  wrere  given  by  the  officers 
employed  in  taking  into  cuftody 
thefe  unhappy,  deluded  people, 
who  imagined  they  were  free  from 
danger,  if  the  forged  notes  were 
not  adually  found  in  their  pojfffion  ; 
and  that  they  could  not  be  con¬ 
victed,  unlefs  by  the  evidence  ol  a 
third  perfon  feeing  the?n  take  the  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  dfpofal  of  them. 

The 
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The  recent  improvement  of  the 
port  of  Briftol,  by  the  formation 
of  the  moft  extenfive  docks  in 
Europe,  the  float  being  two  miles 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  covering 
eighty- two  acres  of  ground,  pro- 
raifes  to  be  of  very  important  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  commercial  intereft, 
and  eventually  of  great  benefit  to 
the  land  arid  houfe  proprietors  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Wells.  At  all 
hours  of  the  day  fhips  and  veflels 
can  now  pafs  from  the  dam  head 
to  the  quays  of  the  city,  and  dif- 
charge  their  cargoes  into  ware- 
houfes  while  afloat,  the  mud  (fo 
ofFenfive  formerly  in  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  fmell,  on  which  they  ufed 
to  ground)  being  no  longer  viftble. 
The  fwamps  near  the  works  are 
alfo  filled  up  in  a  judicious  and 
uniform  manner ;  fo  that  in  a  few 
months  that  which  refembled  a 
barren  wafte,  will  be  turned  into 
ufeful  culture,  and  bear  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  rich  lawn.  Clifton 
already  is  influenced  by  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  thefe  magnificent  docks  ; 
moft  of  the  houfes  of  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Crefcent,  which  had 
remained  in  a  ftate  of  dilapidation 
feveral  years,  being  now  fold,  and 
in.  the  aftual  operation  of  fitting 
up.  Indeed,  from  the  pitfturefque 
natural  fcenery  of  the  delightful 
hill  of  Clifton,  combined  with  the 
falubrious  effeffs  of  its  waters,  and 
the  created  plain  of  ground  be¬ 
neath,  we  conceive  it  bids  fair  to 
be  the  moft  favoured  {pot  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

I  A  caufe  of  fome  intereft 
^  ’  came  on  at  the  Suffolk  affizes. 
It  was  brought  by  Mr.  Smith,  who 
is  a  proteftant  difienter,  to  recover 
back  the  fum  of  3 A  which  he  had 
been  obliged  to  pay  to  Johnfon,  a 
toll. keeper  of  the  turnpike  gate  at 
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Halefworth,  for  a  taxed  cart,  in 
which  he  was  going  on  Sunday  to 
divine  worlhip  at  a  meeting-houfe 
at  the  above  place.  The  plaintiff 
claimed  an  exemption  from  toll  un¬ 
der  the  claufe  of  the  ftatute  which 
gives  exemptions  to  perfons  going 
to  their  proper  parochial  church,, 
chapel,  or  other  places  of  public 
worftiip.  It  was  intended  by  both 
parties  that  a  cafe-fhould  have  been 
agreed  on  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  ;  but  the 
judge  was  fo  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  exemption,  that  lie  would  allow 
only  a  verdiff  to  be  taken  for  him, 
with  liberty  for  the  defendant,  if 
he  thought  proper,  to  move  the 
court  next  time  to  have  a  nonfuit 
entered. 

It  was  decided  at  the  late  Eflex 
affixes,  that  no  perfon  has  a  right 
to  glean  in  any  field,  unlefs  by 
permiffion  of  the  occupier. 

Italy. — By  order  of  a  decree 
of  Joachim  Napoleon,  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  moft  of  the  religious 
orders  and  convents  throughout  the 
whole  of  his  dominions,  are  fup- 
preffed.  -  >  . 

At  Rome,  the  confulta  has  or¬ 
dered  that  from  the  ift  of  October 
of  the  prefent  year,  the  divifion  of 
time  at  Rome,  and  throughout  the 
whole  Roman  territory,  lh.aU  be 
the  fame  as  in  France  and  other 
European  countries.  It  is  well 
known,  that  it  has  hitherto  been 
the  cuftom  there  to  begin  to  reckon 
the  hours  from  funfet,  and  count 
forward  through  the  whole  twenty- 
four. 

At  Somerfet  affizes,  a  caufe  of 
confiderable  intereft  to  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  lands  adjoining  rivers,  and 
alfo  to  mill-owners,  was  tried  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Baron  Graham.— Mr. 

Kinglake, 
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Kinglake,  the  owner  of  a  floor  of 
meadows,  adjoining  a  ftream  of 
water,  brought  this  action  againft 
Mr.  Norman,  the  proprietor  of 
grift-mills  and  filk  machinery, 
worked  by  fuch  ftreams ;  and  the 
queftions  were,  whether  the  mill- 
owner  had  a  right  to  pond  the 
water  higher  than  its  accuftomed 
level,  and  whether  it  was  not  his 
duty  to  draw  his  fenders  after 
heavy  rains,  to  prevent  the  adja¬ 
cent  lands  from  being  flooded  ? 

The  judge  declared,  that  the 
occupiers  of  lands  have  a  right  by 
common  law  to  the  natural  flow  of 
water  through  the  fame,  and  that 
any  claim  in  oppofition  to  fuch 
rights,  muft  be  proved  to  have 
been  exercifed  without  interruption 
for  at  leaft  twenty  years.  He 
ftated  the  law  on  the  other  quef- 
tion  to  be,  that  if  a  mill-owner, 
had  been  in  the  practice  of  draw¬ 
ing  his  fenders  to  difcharge  by  the 
natural  channel  the  fuperfluous 
water,  it  was  evidence  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  permitted  by  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  adjoining  lands  to  erect 
the  drains,  and  pond  the  water, 
upon  ftipulation  fo  to  do.  In  this 
cafe,  it  appeared  that  the  fenders 
had  been  raifed  within  twenty 
years,  and  that  the  mill-owner  had 
neglected  to  draw  the  fluices,  until 
the  plaintiff’s  lands  were  flooded. 
—The  plaintiff  therefore  obtained 
a  verdict. 

Property  Tax. — Return  to  an  Order 
of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Com - 
monss  dated  the  8 th  day  of  June , 
1 809,  for  an  Account  or  Eftimate 
of  the  Nett  AJfeffment  of  the  Pro¬ 
perty  Tax ,  for  the  years  ending 
$th  Aprily  1807#  1808,  and 

1809,  refpctti'vcly. 

Anno  ending  5th  April,  1807, 

**>*99,936/. 


Anno  ending  5th  April,  1808, 

34y»3S°f 

Anno  ending  5th  April,  1809, 

For  the  year  ending  5th  April, 

1807,  the  above  account  is  made 
out  from  actual  returns,  except 
from  the  department  of  the  war 
office. 

For  the  year  ending  5th  April, 

1808,  returns  from  218  furveyors* 
diftrids  have  been  received,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  afieff- 
ments  on  trade  and  profeflions 
have  decreafed :  fo  that  on  the 
whole  a  diminution  of  duty  may 
be  computed,  to  the  extent  of 
72,000 /.  nearly  in  the  afleffments 
by  Commiflioners  for  general  pur- 
pofes  ;  but  which  is  overbalanced 
by  the  dedu&ions  of  duty  in  other 
departments. 

For  the  year  ending  5th  April, 

1809,  returns  from  twenty-five 
furveyors’  diftri&s  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  ;  the  refult  from  which  is 
more  favourable  than  in  the  year 
preceding,  at  the  rate  of  4  |th 
per  cent,  increafe,  and  will  there¬ 
fore  warrant  an  eftimate  to  the 
amount  of  that  year.  The  remain¬ 
der  of  that  year,  except  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  duty  on  dividends,  is  like- 
wife  computed  on  the  amount  of 
the  preceding  year,  from  the  fame 
fources,  for  want  of  returns. 

Mount  Vefu'vius.—A  letter 
from  Naples,  of  the  9th  ult. 
ftates,  that  on  the  4th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  a  new  crater  opened  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  from  which  there  had 
been  a  continued  eruption  of  lava. 
The  torrent  of  lava,  which  took  a 
direction  towards  the  town  of 
Della  Torre,  had  divided  into  two 
branches,  and' formed  an  ifland,  at 
the  extremity  of  which  it  again 
united,  and  produced  a  lake  of  fire 
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in  the  diftrift  of  A  Trio  del  Ca- 
vallo.  In  the  night  of  the  5th 
there  was  an  eruption  of  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  afhes  and  ftones. 

,  About  two  o’clock,  Col- 
5  *  lingbourn,  one  of  the  officers 

of  Union-hall,  having  received 
information  that  fome  perfons  had 
been  conveyed  in  a  wounded  date 
to  a  houfe  in  Belvidere-place,  St. 
George’s-fields,  and  that'  the  re¬ 
port  of  two  piftols  had  been  heard, 
he  immediately  went  to  the  houfe 
pointed  out  to  "him,  and  demanded 
admiffion :  this  was  refufed  by 
thofe  in  the  houfe ;  and  it  was  not 
till  he  had  attempted  to  force  open 
the  door  that  he  was  admitted. 
The  officer  immediately  proceeded 
up  flairs ;  and  in  the  front  room, 
on  the  upper  ftory,  he  difcovered  a 
young  gentleman  in  bed,  appa¬ 
rently  in  great  agony,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  wound  which  he  had 
received  in  the  fide  5  in  the  back 
room,  on  the  fame  floor,  was  a 
young  lady  in  bed  alfo,  in  a 
wounded  ftate.  Collingbourn  in- 
ftantly  fent  for  Mr.  Wagftaff,  a 
furgeon,  who  immediately  examin¬ 
ed  the  wounded  perfons.  It  ap¬ 
peared  upon  inquiry,  that  the  gen¬ 
tleman  had  paid  his  addreflfes  to 
the  lady  for  about  three  months ; 
they  had  been  out  together  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  and  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  his  father’s  houfe,  in  a 
hackney  coach,  juft  before  the 
coach  reached  his  father’s  door,  he 
difcharged  a  piftol  at  his  compa¬ 
nion,  and  a  fecond  at  himfelf.  The 
gentleman  is  the  fon  of  Mr.  Elif- 
ton,  of  Belvidere-place,  and  the 
young  lady  a  Mifs  Colfon,  whofe 
friends  refide  in  the  Borough. 
Several  perfons  who  had  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  tranfadlion  were  exa¬ 
mined  on  Wednefdsty  at  Union- 
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hall,  amongft  whom  the  following 
were  the  principal : 

Huftlon,  driver  of  the  coach, 
No.  278,  ftated,  that  he  was  call¬ 
ed  off  the  ftand  in  the  Minories, 
on  Monday  pight  laft,  about  eleven 
o’clock,  by  a  gentleman  and  two 
ladies,  who  ordered  him  to  drive 
to  Crooked-lane,  where  one  of  the 
ladies  got  out.  The  gentleman 
then  defired  him  to  drive  to  No. 
42,  in  Belvidere-place,  and  paid 
him  his  fare.  When  he  arrived 
within  two  or  three  doors  of  the 
place  he  was  ordered  to,  he  was 
alarmed  by  the  report  of  a  piftol, 
and  almoft  immediately  after  an¬ 
other,  and  heard  the  gentleman 
exclaim,  “  Oh,  can  you  forgive 
me  in  your  dying  moments  ?” 
The  lady  anfwered,  ((  Yes,  yes, 
yes.”  He  flopped  his  horfes,  and, 
getting  off  his  box,  ran  to  look 
for  a  watchman.  On  his  return, 
he  found  the  coach  empty,  and  a 
perfon  informed  him  that  the  lady 
and  gentleman  were  in  the  houfe, 
and  that  no  harm  was  done.  In 
fearching  among  the  ftraw  of  the 
coach  afterwards,  he  had  found  a 
pair  of  piftol  bags. 

Mr.  Taylor,  No.  42,  Belvidere- 
place,  was  fitting  at  fupper  about 
Twelve  o’clock  on  Monday  night, 
when  he  was  alarmed  with  the  re¬ 
port  of  two  piftols  ;  he  ran  out  to 
fee  what  was  the  occafion  of  it, 
and  perceived  a  coach  ftand ing 
near  the  door  with  no  perfon  on 
the  box  ;  he  went  up,  and  opened 
the  door,  when,  by  the  light  of  the 
candle,  he  perceived  Mr.  Elifton 
and  Mifs  Colfon,  the  latter  appa¬ 
rently  fainting :  he  fhut  to  the  door 
again,  and,  going  to  the  horfes’ 
heads,  drew  the  coach  clofe  up  to 
Mr.  Elifton's  door,  and  afiifted  in 
getting  them  out  of  the  coach : 
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Mr.  Elifton  was  begging  to  be 
forgiven,  faying,  he  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  to  hurt  her ;  fhe  anfwered, 
“  Yes,  yes,  I  forgive  you.”  Mr. 
Taylor  went  for  the  furgeon;  and 
on  his  return,  in  fearching  the 
coach,  he  difcovered  on  the  back 
feat  a  piftol  bullet ;  he  faw  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  blood,  but  perceived 
the  marks  of  powder  on  the  wo¬ 
man’s  drefs. 

Mr.  WagftafF,  a  furgeon,  faid, 
he  was  called  on  Monday,  night  to 
attend  two  perfons  at  Mr.Elifton’s, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  danger- 
oufly  hurt.  He  went,  and  found 
Mifs  Colfon  fitting  on  the  bed, 
partly  undreffed.  On  examining 
her  perfon,  he  found  fhe  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  contufed  wound  on  the 
right  fide,  which  was  very  much 
inflamed  and  dwelled,  her  clothes 
were  perforated  in  feveral  places, 
and  from  their  appearance,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  wound,  he  had 
no  doubt  it  was  inftided  with  fire¬ 
arms.  Having  dreffed  her  wounds, 
he  was  defired  to  attend  Mr.  Elif- 
ton  ;  he  found  him  lying  on  the 
bed  ;  he  had  a  wound,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  infliHed  with 
a  piftol  bullet  on  his  right  fide  ; 
the  ball  had  ftruck  upon  his,,  ribs, 
juft  below  the  breaft,  and,  having 
fortunately  taken  a  flanting  direc¬ 
tion,  it  had  not  penetrated  the  ab¬ 
domen.  The  wound  was  very 
much  inflamed  and  fwelled ;  but 
the  witnefs  did  not  apprehend  any 
immediate  danger  from  that  caufe  : 
from  the  expreffions,  however, 
which  fell  from  Mr.  Elifton,  he 
was  fearful  he  had  taken  fomething 
of  a  poifonous  nature ;  and  after 
being  repeatedly  preffed  on  the 
fubjed,  he  acknowledged,  that 
finding  the  ball  had  not  taken  ef- 
fed,  he  had  contrived  to  fwallow 


a  confiderable  quantity  of  opium.- 
The  witnefs  had  queftioned  Mifs 
Colfon  as  to  what  paffed  previous 
to  the  ftring  of  the  piftols.  She 
faid,  that  Mr.  Elifton  had  defired 
her  to  look  out  at  the  window, 
and  fee  if  the  coachman  had  not 
paffed  the  houfe  :  whilft  fhe  was 
doing  fo,  fhe  heard  the  report  of 
the  piftol,  but  did  not  at  firft  per¬ 
ceive  that  fhe  was  wounded,  nor 
was  fhe  much  alarmed  till  fhe  heard 
the  fecond  report,  and  faw  the 
flafli  in  the  coach,  when  fhe  fcream- 
ed  out. 

The  Examination  of  Mifs  Colfon . 

This  young  lady  not  being  in  a 
ftate  to  be  removed  from  Mr.Elif¬ 
ton’s  houfe,  a  magiftrate  attended 
on  Thurfday,  there  to  take  her 
examination,  relative  to  the  injury 
fhe  received  whilft  in  the  coach 
with  Mr.  Elifton,  jun.  on  Monday 
evening  laft.  Her  ftatement  was 
nearly  as  follows  : —She  had  been 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Elifton  about 
three  months  ;  her  friends,  how¬ 
ever,  for  forne  reafon  that  does  not 
appear,  did  not  approve  of  the  con¬ 
nexion.  They  paffed  the  afternoon 
of  Sunday  together  at  a  friend’s 
houfe,  when  fhe  took  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  fuggeft  to  him  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  putting  an  end  to  their 
acquaintance,  affigning  as  a  reafon, 
that  her  friends  did  not  approve  of 
her  receiving  the  addreffes  of  any 
man  :  he  appeared  extremely  hurt, 
and  remonftrated  with  her  with 
fome  degree  of  warmth.  Before  they 
parted,  however,  he  feemed  recon¬ 
ciled,  and  fhe  confented  to  go  orr 
the  following  morning  (Monday) 
with  him,  and  a  female  friend  with 
whom  fhe  was  going  home  that 
night,  to  the  Tower.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  called  for  them  on  Monday 
morning,  at  the  houfe  of  her  friend 
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in  Crooked-lane,  and  they  went  to 
the  Tower,  and  afterwards  to  the 
Royalty  Theatre  in  the  evening. 
They  pafted  a  very  pleafant  even¬ 
ing,  and  on  their  return  took  a 
coach  in  the  Minories,  and  fet 
down  her  friend  in  Crooked' lane, 
as  before  ftated.  When  they  got 
into  the  Borough,  however,  in- 
ftead  of  directing  the  coachman  to¬ 
wards  Newington-gate,  near  which 
her  friends  refide,  he  ordered  Ir’m 
to  drive  down  Dirty-lane  ;  and  on 
her  obferving  that  that  was  not 
her  way  home,  he  faid  he  wanted 
to  call  at  his  father’s.  After  fome 
paufe,  he  alked  her,  c!  if  fhe  Hill 
continued  in  the  fame  fefolution  fhe 
expreffed  the  evening  before,  of 
breaking  off  their  acquaintance  ?” 
She  anfwered  him  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive;  2nd  obferved,  that  “as  it 
was  the  wifh  of  her  friends  that 
the  intercourfe  between  them 
fhould  ceafe,  the  fooner  it  was  put 
an  end  to  the  better  it  would  be 
for  both  parties.”  He  foon  after 
requeued  fhe  would  look  out  of  the 
coach,  and  fee  whereabouts  they 
were  :  fhe  did  fo  ;  and  whilft  fhe 
was  looking  out  ike  heard  a  ruff¬ 
ling  behind  her  in  the  coach,  and 
turning  herfelf  round  quickly,  fhe 
faw  a  piftol  in  his  hand  ;  fhe  at¬ 
tempted  to  feize  hold  of  it,  and  it 
went  off.  She  did  not  immediately 
perceive  that  (he  was  wounded, 
and  almoft  inftantly  after  faw  the 
flafh  of  another  piftol,  which  file 
thought  he  had  pointed  at  his  own 
head..  She  foon  after  perceived  that 
flie  was  wounded,  ^and  told  Mr. 
Elifton,  who  exclaimed,  “  Then 
we  are  both  dead  people!”  and 
called  to  the  coachman  to  drive  to 
No.  42,  his  father’s  houfe  ;  he  fre¬ 
quently  begged  her  forgivenefs, 
faying,  he  had  no  intention  to  hurt 
Vul,  LI.  ®r  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 

k  *  *  - 


her,  and  fire  repeatedly  affured  him 
fhe  forgave  him.  She  thought  his  in¬ 
tention  was  not  to  injure  her,  bur  to 
deftroy  himfelf.  Here  this  ft.range 
affair  refts,  till  Mr.  Elifton  is  in  a 
date  to  allow  of  his  being-  interro. 
gated.  The  piftols  were  on  Tuef- 
day  morning  delivered  up  to  Mr. 
WagftafF  by  a  younger  brother  of 
Mr*  Elifton.  jealoufy  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  caufe  of  this  rafh  ad. 
Neither  of  the  parties  is  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age. 

The  annual  conference  of  , 
the  Methodifts,  held  this  year 
at  Manchefter,  terminated  la  ft 
week  :  250  preachers  attended. — 
Actual  increafe  of  members  durino* 

O 

the  paft  year,  14,200;  6 200  in 

England  and  Ireland,  and  80O0  in 
America.  The  number  of  preach¬ 
ers  received  at  conference,  after 
\  o  * 

the  four  probationary  years,  ex- 
clufive  of  thofe  in  the  diftrids, 
was  twenty  ;  and  the  number  of 
new  chapels  opened  fince  la  ft  con¬ 
ference  is  ftated  to  be  confiderable. 

Qpe?iing  of  Convent  Garden  , 
Theatre. — The  New  Theatre  1 ' 
opened  on  Monday  night,  with  the 
tragedy  of  Macbeth  and  the  Quaker. 
It  was  crowded  the  inftant  the 
doors  were  open  ;  and  though  on 
the  fteps  of  the  portico  the  mob 
were  exclaiming  againft  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  prices,  yet  when  they 
got  into  the  theatre,  they  were  at 
firft  filenced  by  the  beauty  of  the 
fpedacle  they  beheld.  After  wait¬ 
ing  quiet  for  fome  time,  the  band 
ftruck  up  “  God  fave  the  King,'’ 
and  then  the  call  for  the  fong  was 
fo  general,  that  no  performer  ia 
the  orcheftra  could  be  heard, 
but  the  double-drum  player.  The 
fingers  then  made  their  appearance, 
and  could  as  little  be  heard  as  flee 
inftrumental  performers.  However,  1 
,ies.  [C  c]  during 
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during  all  ibis  uproar,  applatife 
was  predominant,  and  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  from  the  appearance  of  pit 
and  boxes,  that  the  majority  in 
favour  of  the  managers  was  at 
lead  twenty  to  one  I  Prefently 
Mr.  Kemble  appeared  to  fpeak  the 
opening  addrefs,  habited  in  the 


coil u me  of  the  part  he  was  about 
to  play,  Macbeth.  The  uproar 
was  now  greater  than  ever;  Mr* 
Kemble  waited  in  hopes  of  ftlence 
for  fome  time.  At  iaft  he  motioned 
his  lips  through  the  following  ad* 
drefs  :  — 


In  early  Greece,  and  in  a  barbarous  age, 

A  wretched  tumbril  was  the  A&or’s  Stage  : 

The  mufe,  with  cheek  reclined  in  penfive  Flame, 
BlulVd  for  her  wanderers  from  the  path  to  Fame, 

iEfchylus  fprang  ;  and  Form’d,  as  he  arofe, 

His  country’s  paffions,  like  his  country’s  foes. 
Rough  from  the  battle,  train’d  to  vanquifh  men, 
E'en  as  his  fword  he  wielded,  fo  his  pen. 

He  fmote  the  heart,  the  trembling  fenfe  opprefs’d. 
And  gave  no  quarter  to  the  human  breaF. 


Yet,  Fage  improvement  mark’d  the  Soldier’s  fway* 
And  tinged  with  taFe  the  captives  to  his  lay. 

Then,  firF  (the  cart  of  Thefpis  overthrown) 

Form’d  by  rude  planks,  a  Theatre  was  known 
Coped  by  th’  Heavens,  it  o’erfpread  the  lawn, 

And  light  on  feenie  drefs  appear’d  to  dawn. 


But,  all  divine,  when  Sophocles  appear’d, 

*Twas  then  the  Drama’s  majeFy  was  rear’d* 

Builders  and  decorators  came,  —  their  boaft 
Was  who  could  grace  the  lofty  Poet  moF. 

The  lofty  Poet  lack’d  not  brains  to  know 
That  DramatiFs  require  the  Drama’s  (how. 

Nature’s  perfe&ion  fprings  from  various  parts ; 

And  “  Nature’s  Mirror”  needs  the  SiFer  Arts. 

Hence  grew  the  fplendour  of  the  feene — and  hence 
1  he  handmaids  that  embellifh  eloquence  : 

.t)ance,  mufic,  painting,  pageantry,  parade,— 

All  that  give  zeF,  or  yield  illuFon  aid. 

Rome  caught  the  fpark  from  Greece,  improved  the  plan  i 
At  laF  the  flame  through  modern  Europe  ran. 

Our  feene  now  decks,  in  an  illumined  age, 

The  Bards  who  firF  gave  vigour  to  our  stage 
Thus  Shakfpeare’s  fire  burns  brighter  than  o(  yore  ; 

And  may  the  Fage  that  boaFs  him  burn  no  more  1 

From  this  our  fabric,  Lanifh  we  to-night, 

Figures  worn  threadbare,  metaphors  grown  trite, 


/ 


No  PI  icenix  from  her  allies  fhall  arife, 

Stale  to  our  thoughts  as  fparrows  to  our  eyes ; 

Mo  naked  truifm  be  cloak ’d  anew, 

1  o  tell  that  fire,  which  cheers,  con fu riles  us  too  ; 
No, — let  a  Briton  now  to  Britons  fpeak  ; 

His  caufe  is  ftrong,  although  his  language  weak. 
We  feel  with  glory  all  to  Britain  due, 

And  Britifn  Artifts  raifed  this  pile  for  you  : 
While,  zealous  a1?  our  patron,  here  we  hand. 

To  guard  the  ha  pie  genius  of  our  land. 


Solid  our  building,  heavy  our  expenfe  ; 
We  reh  our  claim  on  your  munificence  ; — - 
What  ardour  plans  a  nation’s  tahe  to  raife, 
A  nation’s  liberality  repays. 


Mr.  Srnirke,  jun.,  the  architect, 
has  feleCied,  and  upon  very  juft 
grounds  of  preference,  the  Doric 
ftyle  of  architecture,  which,  in  ma- 
jefty,  fimplicity,  and  ftrength,  fo 
much  excels  the  other  orders. 
The  front  of  the  theatre  occupies 
one  hall  of  that  fide  of  Bow-ftreet 
neareft  to  Covent-garden  ;  and  up¬ 
on  our  firft  approach,  we  are 
hruck  with  the  aftonifhing  breadth 
and  majeftic  fimplicity  of  the 
building.  The  portico,  in  the 
centre,  is  of  the  fame  proportions 
as  thofe  in  the  portico  of  the 
temple  of  Minerva  at  Athens  ; 
and  the  charaCteriffics  of  Greek 
architecture  are  preferved  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  front.  The  co¬ 
lumns  ol  the  portico,  we  believe, 
with  the  exception  of  thofe  of  St. 
Peter’s  at  Rome,  and  thofe  in  the 
temple  of  the  Acropolis,  are  the 
largeft  of  any  exifting  building  in 
Europe. 

We  obferve  that"  the  rufticated 
work,  which  is  more  familiar  to 
the  eye,  as  having  the  appearance 
oi  lines  in  J, 'core ,  and  which  is,  in 
truth,  a  modern  corruption,  has 
been  judicioufty  omitted  by  the 
architect*- — who  was,  doubtlefs, 


aware  of  their  effeCt  in  deftroying 
the  fimplicity  of  a  building,  by 
diftraCting  the  eye,  and  diverting 
its  attention  from  the  main  fea¬ 
tures. — The  mouldings  on  the  ex¬ 
terior  of  the  building,  the  archi¬ 
traves  round  the  windows,  in 
fhort  every  part,  are  correCt  ex¬ 
amples  of  Greek  forms  and  purity. 
In  the  lower  part  of  the  front  an 
arcade  extends  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  and  there  is  no  deco¬ 
ration  introduced  which  does  not 
tend  to  the  general  effect  and 
character  of  the  whole.  The 
front  of  the  building  is  terminated 
at  each  end  by  two  pilafters,  and 
the  figures  of  comedy  and  tragedy 
are  placed  in  niches  between  them. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  there 
is  a  breadth  of  plain  furface  under 
each  niche,  by  means  of  which  the 
effeCt  of  the  figures  is  very  much 
aflifted.  The  bajfo  relievos  in  front 
are  each  about  forty-five  feet  long, 
and  are  executed  with  the  fame 
relief  as  thofe  in  the  temple  ot 
Minerva,  which  were  the  work 
of  Phidias.  The  projection  of 
the  molt  prominent  figure,  not 
exceeding  three  inches,  they 

have  a  peculiar  cited  .from 

[C  c  z]  the 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180.9. 


404] 

the  plain  Surface  behind  them, 
arid,  being  (lightly  indented,  hardli 
Shadows  are  avoided.  They  thus 
form  a  part  of  the  general  charac¬ 
ter  and  prevailing  fnnplicity  of 
the  ftrudiure,  and  conftitute  a 
modefl  decoration  and  delicate  en¬ 
richment. 

Under  the  portico,  in  the  fame 
relief  as  the  other  bajjos  relievos , 
the  king’s  arms  are  introduced. 
The  main  walls  of  the  theatre, 
which  are  about  one  hundred  feet 
in  height,  and  of  a  proportionate 
thicknefs,  rife  confiderably  above 
the  other  parts  of  the  front,  and 
arched  openings  have  been  judi- 
cioufiy  introduced,  by  which  the 
chimnies  are  concealed,  and  the 
water  is  difcharged  from  the  great 
roof.  In  the  other  fronts  of  the 
building  all  architectural  deco¬ 
ration  has  been  omitted,  but  the 
fame  flowing  lines,  the  fame  ex- 
aCtnefs  of  proportions,  and  purity 
of  parts, —the  fame  noble  Simpli¬ 
city,  and  character  of  fevere  gran¬ 
deur,  is  preferved  throughout. 
The  building  is  entirely  infulated, 
but  a  communication  has  been 
preferved  between  Hart-ftreet  and 
Bow-Areet,  and  the  Piazzas  in 
Covent-garden. 

There  is  one  peculiar  praife 
which  belongs  to  this  building— 
it  is  the  only  ex  fling  fpecime7i  of 
pure  Greek  architecture)  urn.  or  r  up  ted 
by  Roman  or  Gothic  appendages. 
It  is  Ailed  up  as  it  were  from  the 
remaining  fhell  of  the  Acropolis 
at  Athens.  Mr.  Smirke  has 
caught  from  the  temple  of  Mi¬ 
nerva  the  general  idea  ;  the  pro¬ 
portions,  the  parts,  the  finiftiing, 
are  all  Mr. .Smirke1' s  own;  in  a 
word,  it  is  a  building  of  which 
Athens  would  not  have  been 
afhamed,  and  of  which  England, 


therefore,  may  be  reafonably 
proud.  Like  every  true  work  of 
art,  it  does  not  command  atten¬ 
tion  by  its  mere  mafs ;  the  effect 
is  purely  given  to  it  by  the  art, 
the  harmony,  the  mind  of  the 
workman. 

The  mafs,  the  brick'  and  mor¬ 
tar,  and  all  that  was  done  by  the 
trowel  and  the  plane,  belong  to 
Mr.  Copeland  ;  the  order  and  ef~ 
feCl,  the  mens  agitans  molem ,  to 
Mr.  Smirke,  jun.  It  is  he  that 
has  lifted  the  mafs  into  lightnefs, 
and,  like  the  Atlas  in  the  fable, 
carries  it  wiih  majefty  and  fim- 
plicity  on  his  (boulders. 

The  bajjo  relievos  in  front  of  the 
theatre. — The  fpecirnens  of  the 
fine  arts,  exhibited  in  the  Sculp¬ 
ture  of  the  front,  are  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
drama,  in  baffo  relievo.  The  de- 
flgns  are  claflical,  and  the  execu¬ 
tion  mafierly.  The  piece  repre¬ 
senting  the  ancient  drama  is  to 
the  north  of  the  portico,  and  that 
representing  the  modern  drama  is 
on  the  South  fide. 

The  aticient  drama. — In  the  cen¬ 
tre  three  Greek  poets  are  Sitting  ; 
the  two  looking  towards  the  por¬ 
tico  are  Arifiophanes,  represent¬ 
ing  the  old  comedy,  and  (neareft 
to  the  Spectator)  Menander,  re¬ 
presenting  the  new  comedy.  Be¬ 
fore  them  Thalia  prefents  herfelf 
with  her  crook  and  comic  mafk, 
as  the  objeft  of  their  imitation. 
She  is  followed  by  Polyhymnia, 
playing  on  the  greater  lyre,  and 
by  Euterpe,  on  the  leffer  lyre, 
Clio,  with  the  long  pipes,  and 
Terpfichore,  the  rnufe  of  action  or 
pantomime.  Thefe  are  fucceeded 
by  three  nymphs,  crowned  with 
the  leaves  of  the  fir-pine,  and  in 
Succinct  tunics,  representing  the 

hours 
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hours  or  feafons  governing  and  at¬ 
tending  the  winged  horfe  Pegafus. 
The  third  fitting  figure  in  the  cen¬ 
tre,  looking  from  the  portico,  is 
dEfchylus,  the  father  of  tragedy. 
He  holds  a  fcroll  open  on  his  knee ; 
his  attention  is  fixed  on  Wifdom, 
or  Minerva,  feated  oppofite  to  the 
'poet.  She  is  diftinguifhed  by  her 
helmet  and  fhield.  Between  i£f« 
chylus  and  Minerva,  Bacchus 
hands  leaning  on  his  fawn,  be- 
caufe  the  Greeks  reprefented  tra¬ 
gedies  in  honour  of  Bacchus.  Be¬ 
hind  Minerva  hands  Melpomene, 
or  tragedy,  holding  a  fword  and 
mafk  ;  then  follow  two  Furies, 
with  fnakes  and  torches,  purfuing 
Orehes,  who  hretches  out  his 
hands  to  fuppllcate  Apollo  for 
protection.  Apollo  is  reprefented 
in  the  quadriga,  or  four-horfed 
chariot  of  the  fun.  The  lah  de¬ 
scribed  figures  relate  to  part  of 
PEfchy Jus’s  tragedy  of  Orehes. 

The  modern  drama . — In  the  cen¬ 
tre  (looking  from  the  portico) 
Shakfpeare  is  fitting  ;  the  comic 
and  tragic  mafic  s,  with  the  lyre, 
are  about  his  feat  ;  his  right  hand 
is  raifed,  exprefiive  of  calling  up 
the  following  characters  in  the 
Temped:  : — Firft,  Caliban,  laden 
with  wood  ;  next,  Ferdinand, 
fhea thing  his  fword  ;  then,  Mi¬ 
randa,  entreating  Profpero  in  be¬ 
half  of  her  lover:  they  are  led  on 
by  Ariel  above,  playing  on  a 
lyre.  This  part  of  the  compofi- 
lion  is  terminated  by  Hecate  (the 
three-formed  goddefs)  in  her  car, 
drawn  by  oxen,  defending.  She 
is  attended  by  Lady  Macbeth, 
wiih  the  daggers  in  her  hands, 
followed  by  Macbeth,  turning  in 
horror  from  the  body  of  Duncan 
behind  him.  In  the  centre  /look- 

i 

i.ng  towards  the  portico)  is  Mil¬ 
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ton,  Fated,  contemplating  Urania, 
according  to  his  own  defeription, 
in  the  Paradife  Loll.  Urania  is 
feated  facing  him  above  ;  at  his 
feet  is  Sampfon  Agoniftes  chained. 
The  remaining  figures  reprefent 
the  mafque  of  Comus  ;  the  two 
brothers  drive  out  three  Baccha¬ 
nals,  with  their  daggering  leader, 
Comiis.  The  enchanted  ladv  is 
feated  in  the  chair  ;  and  the  feries 
is  ended  by  two  tigers,  reprefen t- 
ing  the  transformation  of  Cornus’s 
devotees.  The  defigns  of  both 
baffos  relievos,  and  the  models  of 
the  antient  drama,  are  by  Mr. 
Flaxman.  The  models  of  the 
modern  drama,  and  the  execution 
in  Hone,  is  by  Mr.  Rofii. 

Statues,  feven  feet  in  height. 

_  O  * 

reprefen  ting  Tragedy  and  Co¬ 
medy,  are  placed  in  niches  in  the 
wings  of  the  theatre.  Tragedy, 
on  the  fouth  wing,  is  a  fine  figure, 
holding  the  tragic  mafic  and  dag¬ 
ger :  the  fculptor  is  Mr.  Rofii. 
Comedy  holds  the  fhepherd’s 
crook,  or  pedum,  on  her  right: 
(boulder,  and  the  comic  mafic  in 
her  left  hand.  This  is  the  work- 
manfhip  of  Mr.  Flaxman,  and  oc- 
copies  the  northern  wing. 

Interior  of  the  theatre*-*-  Entrance* 
-—The  entrance  from  the  Piazza 
is  by  a  double  Sight  of  ftone 
fleps  ;  the  walls  are  alfo  of  ftone, 
and  the  whole  is  lighted  by  an¬ 
tique  lamps,  placed  on  tripods  of 
bronze,  Talle  and  judgment  have 
concurred  in  producing  the  Union 
of  beauty  and  convenience.  No¬ 
thing  can  be  more  elegant  than  the 
ornaments,  and  nothing  more  per* 
fedt  than  the  accommodation  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  public.  The  com¬ 
munication  from  one  part  of  the 
houfe  to  another  is  complete,  be¬ 
ing  facilitated  by  flaircafes,  by 

[F  c  3]  which 
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which  one  may  go  from  the  ftage, 
or  the  pit,  to  the  upper  gallery, 
jin  a  few  minutes.  Large  refer- 
yoirs  of  water  have  been  judi- 
cioully  formed,  from  which  pipes 
lead  to  every  part  of  the  houfe. 
Thefe  conduits  are  of  a  very  con* 
fiderable  diameter,  and  would,  in 
an  infiant,  inundate  any  fpot  to 
which  it  might  be  neceftfary  to  di¬ 
ved  the  flood. 

Within  the  folid  parts  of  the 
walls,  and,  indeed,  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  building,  are  intro¬ 
duced  ventilators,  for  the  purpofe 
of  (economizing  and  diftributing 
the  air.  The  houfe,  therefore,  is 
always  capable  of  being  purified 
and  refreshed,  and,  in  figurative 
language,  may  even  be  (aid  to  re- 
Jpire. 

The  Jlage,— The  ft  age,  in 
height,  breadth,  and  efjpepially  in 
depth,  appears  to  be  of  admirable 
dimenftons,  and  excellently  adapt¬ 
ed  to  fcenic  fhew  and  proceflions. 
The  boxes,  except  thofe  over  the 
fide  doors,  are  not  fuftered  to  in¬ 
trude  upon  the  prof  centum ;  a  pro¬ 
per  departure  from  the  common 
practice.  -On  each  fide  of  the 
profcenium  are  two  lofty  pilafters 
in  fcaliogla ,  with  light  gilt  capi¬ 
tals  ;  between  which,  are  the 
ft  age  doors,  and  manager’s  boxes, 
Arc.  Thefe  fupport  an  arch  (the 
fegment  of  a  circle)  :  the  foflit 
painted  in  light  relief ;  from 
which  ddcends  the  crimfon  dra¬ 
pery,  over  the  curtain.  Above 
is  a  bold  and  Ample  entablature, 
with  the  royal  arms  (the  fupport ers 
p on  chant )  refting  on  its  centre.  In 
each  fpandrel  of  the  arch  is  an 
emblematical  antique  celeftial  fi¬ 
gure,  holding  the  wreath,  torch, 
&c.  excellently  executed  in  relief. 


The  entablature,  devices,  and  ih® 
whole  frontifpiece,  are  in  the  fame 
light  relievo  as  the  cupola. 

The  whole  will  be  lighted 
by  patent  lamps,  fufpended  by 
brackets. 

The  ceiling  is  painted  to  refem- 
ble  a  cupola,  in  fquare  compart¬ 
ments,  in  a  light  relief.  In  the 
centre  is  a  lyre.  The  charadcr  ot 
the  decorations  is  perfectly  Gre¬ 
cian,  and  every  part  is  chaftened 
and  controuled  by  an  uniform 
tone  of  ftmplicity.  The  artift  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  ftudied  the  Jimp  lex 
mnnditiis ,  in  the  general  effect  of 
the  ornaments  which  he  has  in¬ 
troduced  j  and  never  did  artift 
more  completely  aceomplifh  his 
object.  An  elegant  ftmplicity,  in 
which  the  antique  tone  and  charac¬ 
ter  abound  without  pedantry  or 
quaintnefs ;  a  ftmplicity  equally 
remote  from  glare  and  glitter  on 
the  one  tide,  and  crudity  and 
coldnefs  on  the  other,  prevails 
throughout. 

The  machinery  of  the  ftage  is 
molt  admirably  contrived  for  ex¬ 
pedition  and  facility  of  applica¬ 
tion.  A  feene,  once  ufed  and 
done  with,  is  not  fuftered  to  ftand 
in  the  way,  and  bl'ock  up  the  la¬ 
teral  avenues  pf  the  ftage  :  it  is 
thrown  back  into  the  rear  of  the 
ftage,  and  finds  its  place  in  an 
orderly  and  capacious  receptacle. 
The  fccnes  are  let  down  from 
above,  and  lifted  up  again  with 
furpriftng  facility,  and  mail  dex¬ 
terous  mechaniftn.  There  will  be 
no  more  clamour  and  coniufion  as 
formerly  behind  the  curtain.  On 
each  fide  of  the  ftage  are  rooms 
appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the 
performers,  fitted  up  with  great 
neatnefs  and  ccmmodioufnefs, 

Thefe 
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There  are  likewife  three  green 
rooms  (as  they  are  termed)  fpa- 
cious,  elegant,  and  fun  pie. 

The  drop  is  peculiarly  grand. 
It  reprefen ts  a  temple  dedicated 
to  Shakfpeare,  in  the  hack  of 
which  is  feen  his  ftatue,  copied 
from  his  monument  at  Weftminfter 
Abbey,  fupported  by  Tragedy 
and  Comedy  ;  and  between  pil¬ 
lars,  on  each  fide,  are  flatties  of 
iEfchylus,  Plautus,  Lopez  de 
Vega,  Ben  Jonfon,  Moliere,  &c . 
&c. 

The  boxes ,  p/7,  and  galleries. — 
There  are  three  tier  of  boxes, 
which  are  difpofed  in  a  ferni- 
eircular  form,  and  afford  a  per- 
fedl  view  of  the  ft  age  from  every 
point.  The  front  of  the  boxes 
is  of  a  cream  colour,  with  Greek 
ornaments  in  gold,  upon  a  pink 
ground  and  gold  mouldings.  The 
boxes  are  alfo  imported  by  gold 
fluted  columns.  In  each  box 
there  are  three  rows  of  feats,  with 
light  blue  coverings.  The  three 
circles  of  boxes  are  furnifhed  with 
large  chandeliers,  elegantly  mount¬ 
ed.  Thefe  fplendid  ornaments 
were  made  by  Collins,  at  Temple- 
bar.  They  are  chafte  and  beau¬ 
tiful  in  their  defign,  which  ap* 
pears  to  be  after  the  ftyle  of  Pira- 
nefi,  forming  a  graceful  canopy  of 
the  richeft  cut  drops,  of  which 
there  are  at  lea  ft  five  and  twenty 
thoufand .  Thefe  were  all  model¬ 
led  and  cut  for  the  purpofe,  on  an 
entire  new  fafhion,  and  they  pro¬ 
duce  a  juft  re  almoft  equal  to  the 
diamond.  The  .mountings  are 
alfo  coftly  and  elegant,  combining 
ftrength  and  beauty.  There  are 
forty  in  number,  fufpended  frofn  a 
rich  gold  bracket  in  front  of  the 
three  tier  of  boxer,,  and  over  the 
flage  doors ;  the  latter  are  large 
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and  magnificent,  bearing  nine 
lights  eaoh  ;  tbofe  in  front  of  the 
boxes  bear  five  and  fix  lights 
each.  The  principal  green  room 
is  alfo  fplendidly  illuminated  by 
a  large  chandelier,  correfponding 
with  thofe  on  the  ftage,  rich  orna- 
ments  bearing  lights  on  the  chim¬ 
ney-piece,  See. 

The  pit,  befides  its  ufual  la¬ 
teral  paiTages,  has  two  central, 
pafiages,  which  extend  through  its 
whole  length  from  the  front  boxes 
to  the  orcheftra,  an  improvement, 
the  advantage  of  which  will  be 
moft  beneficially  felt,  both  in 
egrefs  and  ingrefs,  when  the  houfe 
is  crouded.  It  ought  alfo  to  be 
mentioned,  that  the  feats  in  the 
pit  are  gradually  elevated  in  a 
manner  which  will  greatly  con¬ 
duce  to  the  convenience  of  the  au¬ 
dience.  The  eye  of  each  indi* 
vidua!  will  be  raifed  fo  high,  that 
it  will  be  irnpoflible  for  the  head 
of  the  perfon  fitting  before  him 
to  intercept  his  view  of  the  ftage. 
The  feats  are  twenty-five  inches 
broad,  and  are  covered  with  light 
blue  cloth,  edged  with  fcarlet. 

The  upper  gallery  is  divided 
into  five  compartments,  and  may 
be  thus  confidered  a  tier  of  five 
boxes,  with  a  feparate  door  at  the 
back  to  each  :  thefe  doors  open 
into  a  fpacious  lobby,  one  fide  of 
which  is  the  back  of  the  gallery, 
and  the  other  the  exterior  wall  of 
the  theatre,  v/ith  the  windows 
into  the  ftreet.  The  lobby  to  the 
middle  gallery  beneath  is  fimilarly 
fituared.  One  great  advantage 
attends  this  conft rudtion  :  in  furru 
mer  the  doors  of  the  galleries 
and  the  windows  of  the  lobbies 
being  left  open,  the  audience  in 
thole  parts  cannot  be  opprefled  by 
the  heat,  as  in  the  former  theatre. 

[C  c  4]  Under 
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Under  the  gallery  is  a  row  of 
private  boxes,  conftituting  the 
third  tier.  They  con  fid  of  twenty- 
fix  in  number,  with  a  private 
room  behind  each.  The  accefs  to 
thefe  boxes  is  by  a  beautiful  flair* 
cafe,  exclufively  appropriated  to 
them,  and  not  connected  with  any 
other  part  of  the  houfe ;  with, 
alfo,  a  falcon,  exclufively — fpa- 
cious  and  magnificent  in  the  ex¬ 
treme.  This  falcon  is  adorned 
with  magnificent  columns  of  Si- 
cilian  marble,  the  colour  of  which 
is  a  beautiful  light  mercl  antique , 
inftead  of  porphyry.  Bufls  of 
Shakfpeare,  Milton,  &c.  are  in¬ 
troduced  in  various  parts  of  it, — 
drawings  in  chiaro  obfcuro ,  princi¬ 
pally  from  the  works  of  our  dra¬ 
matic  poets,  executed  in  an  ele¬ 
gant  and  fcientific  manner,-— fplen- 
did  Juft  res  and  chandeliers,  and 
the  moft  fumptuous  furniture,  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  decoration  of  this 
magnificent  apartment,  which  for 
convenience,  tafte,  and  elegance, 
will  become  another  Ranelagh. 
The  carpeting  is  laid  down  in 
thefe  boxes,  but  the  furniture  of 
each,  and  alfo  of  the  adjoining 
room,  will  be  according  to  the 
tafte  of  the  feveral  occupants, 
among  whom  are  fome  of  the 
royal  dukes,  and  the  leading  per- 
fons  of  rank  and  f'alhion  in  the 
country.  The  lower  boxes  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  upon  the  fame  plan 
with  thefe  in  the  old  houfe. 
There  is  an  additional  feat ;  each 
box  will  thus  hold  twelve  per- 
fons,  being  three  more  than  in  the 
old  houfe, 

,  There  is  not  a  point  of  the 
houfe,  before  the  curtain,  that 
does  not  command  a  complete 
view  of  the  ftage  ;  nor  a  point  in 
which  a  word  diftin&Iy  fpoken  on 


the  ftage  is  not  perfectly  audible 
to  the  remoteft  extremity. 

The  artift  has  been  alfo  par¬ 
ticularly  attentive  to  the  comfort 
and  accommodation  of  the  per¬ 
formers.  The  gentlemen’s  dreiT- 
ing  rooms  are  on  one  fide,  and 
rhofe  of  the  ladies  on  the  other. 
The  wardrobe  room  is  fpacious 
and  fuperb ;  in  the  centre  is  a 
fquare  table  of  immenfe  fize— the 
furface  mahogany,  highly  polifh- 
ed  ;  the  prudes  which  line  the 
room  are  in  wainfcot,  finifhed 
with  the  moft  exquifite  tafte.  Jn 
the  conftruflion  of  this  fplendid 
edifice,  the  calamitous  fate  of  the 
late  two  great  winter  theatres  has 
not  been  forgotten.  Every  means 
of  fafety  againft  fire,  or  other  ac¬ 
cident,  that  ingenuity  could  de- 
vife,  has  been  adopted.  At  all 
convenient  intervals  are  ftrong 
party  walls,  with  iron  doors,  by 
which,  if  a  fire  were  to  break  out, 
it  would  be  confined  within  that 
particular  compartment,  and  be 
prevented  from  fp reading  through 
the  houfe.  The  fire-places  are  alfo 
made  with  the  grates  turning  upon 
a  pivot,  by  which  means  the 
front  can  be  moved  round  to  the 
back,  and  the  fire  is  thus  extin- 
guifhed  without  the  poffibility  of 
accident.  Water-pipes  are  alfo 
infinuated  into  every  part  of  the 
houfe,  through  which  they  are 
fpread  like  veins  through  the  hu¬ 
man  body.  Great  brafs  cocks, 
which,  when  turned,  would  pour 
the  contents  into  the  houfe,  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  the  eye  in  the 
lobbies  and  other  open  places. 

The  flight  of  flairs  to  the  upper 
gallery  confifts  of  120  fteps,  and 
the  number  of  bricks  laid  down  in 
feven  months,  amounted  to  feven 
millions;  a  circumftanee  which 

may 
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may  afford  an  idea  of  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  edifice,  and  the  cele¬ 
rity  with  which  it  has  been  built. 
The  materials  are  of  the  bell 
quality,  and  the  building  is  molt 
fubfiantial  and  fecure.  Previous 
to  its  opening  its  ftrength  was 
tried  by  immenfe  leaden  weights 
placed  on  the  feveral  tiers,  greatly 
exceeding  the  weight  of  the  molt 
crouded  audience  that  could  be 
compreffed  into  the  houfe,  and  yet 
the  building  did  not  in  any  point 
give  way. 

We  ought  to  have  mentioned  a 
very  great  improvement  in  the 
doors,  which  not  only  facilitates 
ad  million,  but  which  affords  the 
molt  fatisfaTory  means  of  fecu- 
rity,  in  cafe  any  accident  fhould 
render  the  immediate  evacuation 
of  the  theatre  neceffary.  The 
doors,  now,  inftead  of  opening 
backwards  or  forwards,  upon 
touching  a  fpring,  Hide  laterally, 
and  are  wholly  removed  from  the 
pafiages. 

The  interior  of  this  theatre  is 
exceeded  by  no  building  ancient 
or  modern,  and  the  entire  ftruc- 
ture  will  probably  remain  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  prefent  and  fucceed- 
ing  ages,  of  elegance  and  magni¬ 
ficence  controuled  and  directed  by 
an  unrivalled  fimplici ty  and  take, 
and  a  commodioufnefs  and  general 
competency  to  its  various  pur* 
pofes  of  which  there  is  no  parallel 
in  any  building  of  the  fame  kind. 

^  A  duel  took  place  early 
this  morning  between  Lord 
Caftlereagh  and  Mr<  Canning,  in 
which  the  latter  received  a  wound 
in  the  left  thigh  ;  it  is  not  dan¬ 
gerous,  being  merely  a  fiefh 
wound.  The  meeting  took  place 
at  Putney  Heath.  See  Appendix 
to  the  Chronicle » 
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The  American  papers  contain 
the  following  tragic  occurrence, 
which  took  place  in  Halifax  coun¬ 
ty  on  the  5th  ult.  A  young  man, 
of  the  name  of  William  Parker, 
had  for  two  or  three  years  paid 
his  addreffes  to  a  Mifs  Dolly 
Griffin,  and  the  marriage  of  the 
parties  was  expected  ;  recently, 
however,  Mifs  Griffin  had  dif- 
carded  him.  On  the  5th.  they, 
with  fome  other  company,  dined 
at  a  Mrs.  Harris’s,  where  Parker 
behaved  towards  Mifs  Griffin 
with  fome  rudenefs.  His  conduct, 
and  fome  expreffions  which  fell 
from  him,  excited  her  fufpicions, 
and  fhe  invited  two  of  her  female 
friends  to  accompany  her  home. 
When  they  had  nearly  reached 
her  mother’s,  Parker  came  out 
fuddenly  from  an  angle  of  the 
fence,  and  prefentlng  a  gun  at 
Mifs  Griffin,  (hot  her  through  the 
arm,  and  lodged  the  contents  in 
her  fide.  She  fell  inftamly  ;  and 
the  horfes  rode  by  the  other  young 
ladies  being  frightened,  they  were 
alfo  thrown.  Parker  then  began 

O 

very  deliberately  to  reload  his 
gun  :  the  young  ladies,  bereft  by 
their  fears  of  the  power  of  either 
flight  or  reft  fiance,  entreated  him 
not  to  kill  them.  He  told  them 
he  had  no  fuch  intention,  that  he 
was  then  loading  for  himfeif,  and 
afked  one  of  them  for  a  corner  of 
her  iff  awl  for  wadding,  which  he 
tore  off.  When  he  had  finifhed 
loading,  he  placed  the  muzzle  to 
his  bread,  and  fprung  the  trigger 
with  his  foot;  it  miffed  fire;  he 
then  picked  the  flint,  and  on  the 
fecond  attempt  the  load  entered 
his  bread:  ;  he  then  tottered  to 
the  fence,  agninft  which  he  leaned 
in  great  agony,  and  defired  the 
young  ladies  to  pray  for  him  ;  he 
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then  walked  towards  the  dying 
Mifs  Griffin,  and  fell  befide  her. 
Both  expired  in  a  few  moments. 
Mifs  Griffin  was  the  only  child  of 
a  widowed  mother,  who  heard  the 
cries  and  firing,  and  came  to  the 
place  juft  in  time  to  fee  her 
daughter  expire, 

Thurfday,  James  He  wit, 
2/1  *  an  old  man,  nearly  60 
years  of  age,  was  indifted  for  a 
mifdemeanor,  in  having,  in  the 
month  of  May  laft,  contrary  to 
an  a  (ft  pa  fled  in  the  reign  of 
George  II.,  feduced  an  artificer 
of  this  country  to  leave  this  king¬ 
dom,  From  the  teftimony  of  the 
witnefs  examined,  it  appeared  that 
the  prifoner,  although  recently 
from  America,  is  an  Englifhman, 
and  had  lately  frequented  a  pub- 
lic-houfe,  called  the  York  Min- 
fler,  immediately  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  cotton  manufactory  of 
Meflfrs.  Hughes  and  Lewis,  Bun- 
hill,  row,  to  which  the  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fervice  of  Meflfrs. 
Hughes  and  Lewis  reforted  ;  and, 
atnongft  others,  a  man  named 
Hutchinfon,  who  had  been  for¬ 
merly  apprenticed  from  the  parifh 
of  St.  Martin,  to  a  cotton  manu- 
faftory  near  Manchefter,  where 
he  remained  till  he  arrived  at  the 
age  of  2i.  He  then  came  to 
London,  and  was  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  Meflfrs.  Hughes  and 
Co.  in  the  wool-dyeing  bufinefs, 
and  was  in  faft  returned  a  fair 
workman.  This  man  the  prifoner 
frequently  met,  and,  by  glowing 
reprefentations  of  the  advantages 
and  great  wages  he  was  likely  to 
obtain  by  going  to  America,  in¬ 
duced  him  to  agree  to  emigrate, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  employed 
in  a  cotton  manufaftory,  at  a 
place  called  Cooper’s  Town,  with¬ 


in  two  miles  of  New  York,  and 
a  fhort  diftance  from  the  refldence 
of  the  prifoner.  Meflfrs.  Hughes 
and  Lewis  having  heard  of  this 
negotiation,  fent  for  the  prifoner, 
and  remonft rated  with  him  on  the 
illegality  of  the  fteps  he  was  pur- 
fuing,  forewarning  him  at  the 
fame  time,  that  if  he  perfifted  in 
his  delinquency  they  would  punifh 
him  with  the  rigour  of  the  law. 
The  prifoner  then  declared  his 
ignorance  of  any  criminality  at¬ 
taching  to  his  conduft,  and  pro- 
mifed  mo  ft  faithfully  that  he 
would  relinquifh  his  intentions. 
In  a  few  days,  however,  Mr. 
Hughes  difcovered  that  Hutchin¬ 
fon  was  making  preparations  for 
his  departure,  and  that  his  paflfage 
had  aftually  been  taken  on  board 
an  American  fhlp.  The  prifoner 
was  then  apprehended  ;  and  on 
being  brought  before  a  magiftrate 
produced  a  receipt  for  121  dollars, 
paid  by  him  to  the  mate  of  an 
American  fhip  for  Hutchinfon’s 
paflfage,  and  alfo  a  promiflfory 
note  of  .Hutchinfon’s  for  that  fum, 
and  for  other  moneys  which  had 
been  advanced  to  him  by  the 
prifoner,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
produce  of  his  labours  in  America. 
The  prifoner’s  defence  was,  that 
Hutchinfon  came  a  fecond  time  to 
him,  and  faid  he  had  his  mafter’s 
permiffion  to  leave  the  country, 
and  that  from  his  felicitations 
he  was  induced  to  pay  his  pafiage 
out. 

The  common  ferjeant,  who  tried 
the  cafe,  in  fumming  up  the  evi¬ 
dence,  dwelt  with  peculiar  force 
on  the  mifehievous  tendency  of  the 
crime  of  which  the  prifoner  ftood 
charged,  which,  he  faid,  was  moft 
materially  connefted  with  the  raa*? 
nufaft tiring  interefts  of  the  cotin- 
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try,  and  well  deferred  punilhment 
bv  law  in  a  moil  exemplary  man- 
ner ;  the  legif  aturehaving  decreed, 
that  perfons  convi&ed  bf  fuch  an 
offence  fnould  be  fubjedt  to  twelve 
months  imprifonment,  and  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  500 /. — The  jury, 
without  a  moment’s  hefi ration,  re¬ 
turned  a  verdidl  of  Guilty, 

Hutchinfon,  the  artificer  feduced, 
was  then  tried  under  an  aft,  puffed 
in  the  5th  of  George  the  Firft, 
which  enatfs,  That  any  artificer, 
particularly  in  the  manufactures  of 
cotton,  wool,  filk,  mohair,  &c. 
who  fhould  be  convifled  of,  or  de¬ 
tected  in,  preparing  to  leave  the 
kingdom,  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
voting  his  knowledge  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  and  advantage  of  foreign 
countries,  not  within  the  Britifh 
dominions,  fhould  be  bound  to  en¬ 
ter  into  recognizances  himfelf,  and 
two  fureties,  lor  remaining  in  the 
country.” 

The  evidence  in  the  former  cafe 
was  again  gone  through,  and  the 
prifoner  was  found  Guilty . 

Died. — On  the  15th,  at  Liver¬ 
pool,  aged  106,  Mr.  David  Salmon. 

23d.  At  Exeter,  Hugh  Down- 
man,  M.D.  author  of  (c  Infancy,” 
and  many  other  poetical  produc¬ 
tions  of  great  merit. 

28th.  Mr.  Cleveley,  the  marine 
painter. 

At  Shi  pton,  New  York,  aged 
100,  Sufannah  Riggs. 


OCTOBER, 

Dijon,  GW.  i.— We  are  informed, 
that,  during  the  night  of  the  28th 
ult.  the  whole  village  of  Prenicores 
had  been  filled  with  alarm  by  a 
wandering  wolf.  It  firft  a  flailed 


the  door  of  a  wood-cut  ter’s  cot¬ 
tage,  which  it  fhook  powerfully. 
Awakened  by  the  noife,  the  man 
armed  himfelf  with  an  iron-headed 
ftick,  and  h aliened  to  the  door, 
perceiving  the  animal  breaking 
with  his  teeth  a  thick  wooden 
partition.  Several  blows  compelled 
it  to  delifl ;  and  after  injuring 
other  parts  of  the  cottage,  it  miked 
furioufly  into  a  fable,  bit  a  dog, 
and  feized  a  cow,  the  bellowing  of 
which  called  her  mailer  to  her 
affifance.  Informed  by  the  wood¬ 
cutter  that  the  wolf  was  mad,  thefe 
heroes,  happy  at  having  frightened 
it  out  of  the  fable,  buffered  it  to 
overthrow  a  honeycomb,  and  bite 
one  of  their  pigs,  while  they  re- 
forted  to  a  place  of  fafety.  En¬ 
tering  another  cottage  through  the 
window  which  it  had  broken,  the 
ferocious  animal  was  on  the  point 
of  (hatching  a  child,  whofe  cradle 
lay  on  a  table,  when  a  dog  fprung 
at  it,  and  feized  its  throat,  over¬ 
threw  it,  and  dragged  it  to  its 
mailer’s  habitation.  This  man, 
called  Tabard,  hafened  to  the 
aflif  ance  of  his  dog  ;  but  on  open¬ 
ing  his  door,  the  two  enraged  com¬ 
batants  milled  into  his  houfe. 
Tabard’s  two  daughters  came  down 
on  hearing  their  father’s  cries 
while  wrefling  with  this  lavage 
vifitor.  One  of  them,  while  look¬ 
ing  for  a  light,  had  both  her  hands 
feized  by  the  wolf’s  teeth,  but  her 
filer  fucceeded  in  difengaging  her 
with  a  knife.  Light  was  at  laft 
procured,  and  the  wolf  immediately 
fed  ;  but  Tabard  had  time  to  get 
his  gun  before  it  was  out  of  fight. 
With  the  firf  fnpt  he  brought  it 
to  the  ground,  and  then  Unified  it 
with  a  heavy  club. 

The  following  particulars 
of  Lefebvre’s  expedition 

againft 
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agamft  rhe  Tyrol,  in  Auguft  laft, 
were  communicated  by  a  Saxon 
major,  who  efcaped  from  the  de- 
ftruffion  of  thofe  terrible  days 
t£  We  had  penetrated  to  Xnfpruck 
without  great  refiftance  ;  and  al¬ 
though  much  was  every  where  talk¬ 
ed  of  the  Tyrolefe  ftationed  upon 
and  round  the  Brenner,  we  gave 
little  credit  to  it,  thinking  the  re¬ 
bels  to  have  been  difperfed  by  a 
fhort  cannonade,  and  already  con¬ 
sidering  ourfelves  as  conquerors. 
Our  entrance  into  the  paffes  of  the 
Brenner  was  only  oppofed  by  {"mail 
corps,  which  continued  falling  back, 
after  an  obftinate  though  fhort  re¬ 
finance.  Among  others,  I  per¬ 
ceived  a  man  full  eighty  years  of 
age,  poked  againft  the  fide  of  a 
rock,  and  fending  death  amongll 
our  ranks  with  every  (hot.  Upon 
the  Bavarians  defeending  from  be¬ 
hind  to  make  him  prifoner,  he 
Shouted  aloud,  Hurrah  !  {truck  the 
firft  man  to  the  ground  with  a  ball, 
Seized  hold  of  the  fecorid,  and  with 
the  ejaculation,  In  God’s  tiante ! 
precipitated  himfeil  with  him  into 
the  abyfs  below.  Marching  on¬ 
wards,  we  heard  refound  from  the 
Summit  of  a  high  rock,  Stephen , 
jball  1  chop  it  off  yet  ?  to  which  a 
loud  Nay  reverberated  from  the 
oppofite  fide.  This  was  told  to 
the  Duke  of  Dantzic,  who,  not¬ 
withstanding,  ordered  us  to  ad¬ 
vance  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  pru¬ 
dently  withdrew  from  the  centre  to 
the  rear.  The  van,  confining  of 
4000  Bavarians,  had  juft  {termed  a 
deep  ravine,  when  we  again  heard 
hallooed  Over  our  heads,  Hans  I  for 
the  moji  Holy  Trinity  !  Our  terror 
was  completed  by  the  reply  that 
immediately  followed  :  In  the  name 
tff  the  Holy  7 "runty  !  Cut  all  loofc 
and  ere  a  minute  had  elapfi. 


ed,  were  thoufands  of  my  comrades 
in  arms  crufhed,  buried,  and  over¬ 
whelmed,  by  an  incredible  heap  of 
broken  rocks,  {tones,  and  trees, 
hurled  down  upon  us.  All  of  us 
were  petrified.  Every  one  fied 
that  could  ;  but  a  (bower  of  balls 
from  the  Tyrolefe,  who  now  ruftied 
from  the  furrounding  mountains  in 
immenfe  numbers,  and  among  them 
boys  and  girls  of  ten  and  twelve 
years  of  age,  killed  or  wounded  a 
great  many  of  us.  It  was  not  till 
we  had  got  thefe  fatal  mountains 
fix  leagues  behind  us,  that  we  were 
rea ffembled  by  the  duke,  and 
formed  into  fix  columns.  Soon 
after  the  Tyrolefe  appeared,  head¬ 
ed  by  Hofer,  the  innkeeper. — 
After  a  {hort  addrefs  from  him, 
they  gave  a  general  fire,  Hung  their 
rifles  aftde,  and  ruftied  upon  our 
bayonets  with  only  their  clenched 
fifts.  Nothing  could  withftand  their 
impetuofity.  They  darted  at  our 
feet,  threw  or  pulled  us  down, 
ftrangled  us,  wrenched  the  arms 
from  our  hands;  and,  like  enraged 
lions,  killed  all— French,  Bava¬ 
rians,  and  Saxons,  that  did  not  erv 
for  quarter.  By  doing  fo,  I,  with 
300  men,  was  fpared,  and  fet  at 
liberty.  When  all  lay  dead  around, 
and  the  vidtorv  was  completed, 
the  Tyrolefe,  as  it  moved  by  one 
impuife,  fell  upon  their  knees,  and 
poured  forth  the  emotions  of  their 
hearts  in  prayer  under  the  canopy 
of  heaven;  a  feene  fo  awfully  fo- 
lemn,  that  it  will  ever  be  prefen t 
to  my  remembrance.  I  joined  in 
the  devotion,  and  never  in  my  life 
did  I  pray  more  fervently.” 

This  day  W.  Marlborough 
and  his  wife  were  charged,  at  7 
the  public-office,  in  Marlborough- 
ftreet,  with  ftarvimr  almoft  to 
death,  and  othervvife  cruelly  mal¬ 
treating, 
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treating,  a  female  child  of  the  buf- 
band  by  a  former  wife,  only  fix 
years  of  age,  and  of  behaving  to 
her  with  a  degree  of  barbarity 
fcarcely  exceeded  even  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  Mrs.  Brownrigg.  The 
prifoners  keep  a  potatoe  warehoufe 
in  Goodge-dreet,  Oxford-road  ; 
and  the  poor  child  was  ufually 
doomed  to  pafs  the  night  in  a  cel¬ 
lar  under  ground,  where  pigs  and 
potatoes  were  kept  ;  and  was  fre¬ 
quently  whole  days  without  food. 
She  was  accudomed  to  be  beaten 
with  leather  thongs,  pointed  with 
iron  wire,  and  her  emaciated  form 
bore  the  dreadful  marks  of  the  tor¬ 
tures  which  (he  had  experienced. 
The  cries  of  the  little  fufFerer  at 
length  excited  the  companion  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  a  body  of 
them  went  to  the  prifoners’  houfe, 
and  forcing  their  way  in,  found  the 
wretched  vibtirn  concealed  under  a 
beddead,  and  almoft  famiihed  with 
hunger.  In  a  (late  too  dreadful 
to  be  deferibed,  fhe  was  conveyed 
to  a  neighbour’s  houfe,  where  fhe 
devoured,  with  the  rapacity  of  a 
tiger,  forne  food  that  was  fet  be¬ 
fore  her.  The  prifoners  alleged, 
as  an  excufe  for  their  infernal  cru¬ 
elty,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
punifh  her  in  the  manner  dated,  to 
correal  a  habit  of  pilfering,  and  to 
fave  her  from  the  gallows.  The 
magidrate,  however,  having  ex- 
preffed  a  becoming  indignation  at 
their  brutal  conduct,  ordered  them 
to  be  committed  for  trial,  and  the 
parifh-officers  were  bound  over  to 
profecute.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  the  mob  broke  every  window 
in  the  houfe  in  Goodge-ftreet. 

,  The  late  didurbances  in 

10t  *  the  Ead  India  Company’s 
college,  at  Hertford,  originated. 


it  is  faid,  with  thofe  ftudents  who 
had  once  before  proved  refractory. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  2  id  ult. 
having  been  rudicating  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  two  or  three  of  them 
returning  late,  feized  the  watch¬ 
man  who  was  particularly  obnox¬ 
ious  to  them,  and  treated  him 
very  roughly.  They  afterwards 
fumraoned  their  adherents,  who 
took  their  ft  and  in  the  court-yard, 
calling  out  (i  No  watch  V*  and 
keeping  up  a  perpetual  volley  of 
ftones,  added  to  the  dring  of  pif- 
tols  and  blunderbuffes,  (which, 
however,  dnee  appear  to  have  bee  si 
only  loaded  with  powder)  fet  all 
oppodtion  at  defiance.  Apprehen¬ 
sions  were  at  length  entertained 
that  they  intended  to  fire  the  build¬ 
ing  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
profedors  were  induced  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation,  which  was  fpee- 
dily  followed  by  a  treaty  on  the 
following  bads  :  that  the  rioters 
fhould  be  thenceforward  exempt 
from  corporal  punifhment ;  that 
their  grievances  fhould  be  redreff- 
ed  ;  and  that  the  too  vigilant 
watchman  fhould  be  d  if  miffed. 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
didurbance,  intelligence  had  been 
tranfmitted  by  exprefs  to  the  court 
of  directors,  feveral  of  whom  ar¬ 
riving  when  tranquillity  was  re- 
dored,  three  of  the  mifguided 
young  men,  who  had  aCted  as  ring¬ 
leaders,  were  brought  to  an  exami¬ 
nation  before  the  college  council, 
and  finally  expelled  ;  the  remain¬ 
der,  on  expreding  their  contrition, 
were  feverely  reprimanded,  and 
differed  to  purfue  their  dudies. 

Extraordinary  Pkenome-  ^  , 

non. — At  Sandfide,  in  the  1 
parifh  of  Reay,  in  the  county  of 
Caithnefs,  there  was  feen,  about 

two 
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two  month?;  ago*  an  animal  fup- 
po  fed  to  he  the  mermaid.  The 
head  and  the  cheft,  being  all  that 
was  vifible,  exactly  refembled  thofe 
of  a  full  grown  young  woman. 
The  mammae  were  perfectly  form¬ 
ed  ;  the  arms  longer  than  in  the 
human  body,  and  the  eyes  fome- 
wliat  {mailer.  When  the  waves 
dallied  the  hair*  which  was  of  a 
fea  green  fhade,  over  the  face,  the 
hands  were  immediately  employed 
to  replace  it.  The  Ikin  was  of  a 
pink  colour.  Though  obferved  by 
feveral  perfons  within  the  diftance 
of  twenty  yards,  for  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  it  difcovered  no  fymp- 
toms  of  alarm.  It  was  feen  by 
four  or  five  individuals,  of  unques¬ 
tionable  veracity,  at  the  fame  time. 
Something  of  the  fame  kind  was 
obferved  in  the  fame  neighbour- 
hood,  about  (even  or  eight  years 
ago,  by  a  gentleman  then  redding 
near  the  fpot. — Edinburgh  Weekly 
Journal.  See  Natural  Hijlory. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
viceroy  of  Italy  and  his  confort 
vifited  the  ruins  of  the  antient 
Pompeia,  accompanied  by  Cheva¬ 
lier  Arditi,  fuperintendant  of  the 
Royal  Neapolitan  Mufeum.  A 
frefh  fearch  having  been  made  for 
antiquities,  a  few  days  before,  by 
order  of  their  Majefties,  M.  Ar¬ 
diti  prefented  on  the  occafion  fe¬ 
veral  pieces  of  antient  pitch,  a 
veflel  full  of  wheat,  a  piece  of 
coral,  feveral  beautiful  paintings, 
and  a  lamp  of  baked  earth  in  the 
form  of  a  leaf,  and  bearing  a  Latin 
infeription.  This  lamp  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  very  fine  varnifh,  or 
vitrification,  which  gave  it  a  (li¬ 
very  or  pearly  appearance.  It 
feems  to  be  a  miflake,  therefore, 
of  fome  authors,  when  they  inform 
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us  that  this  vitrifafUon  was  not 
invented  until  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  by  Luc  de  ia  Rubria,  a  Flo¬ 
rentine  fculptor. 

TheirMajeftieshavingexprefTed 
a  defire  to  have  fome  of  the  ruins 
dug  up  under  their  own  infpe&iony 
the  workmen  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find  feveral  pieces  of  money,  of 
various  denominations  ;  a  quantity 
of  bronzes,  among  which  was  a 
very  fine  vafe,  and  an  urn  for 
wine  ;  fome  articles  formed  cf 
bones  :  a  great  quantity  of  glades, 
of  various  dimenfions  and  fhapes  ; 
and  in  particular  a  great  number  of 
vafes,  improperly /Called  Etrufcan, 
on  which  were  Latin  inferiptions* 
On  the  fame  occafion,  their  Ma¬ 
jefties  found  fome  works  in  mar¬ 
ble,  and  in  particular  fome  comic 
mafks  ;  a  few  but  elegant  altars, 
adorned  with  bas-reliefs  and 
weights,  marked  with  cyphers  in 
the  upper  part. 

Hitherto  only  a  fingle  fubterra- 
nean  apartment  had  been  difcovered 
at  Pompeia,  improperly  called  a 
cantione,  but  which  ought  rather 
to  have  been  named  erypto-por- 
tico  ;  in  the  recent  diggings,  one 
was  difcovered  confiding  of  feve¬ 
ral  ftories.  It  is  remarkable  for 
having  a  pipe  or  tube  of  ftucco 
placed  in  a  corner,  and  intended 
for  the  conveyance  of  fmoke. 

This  difeovery  feems  to  fet  at 
reft  the  queftion  fo  long  agitated 
by  the  learned  ;  namely,  whether 
the  antients  were  acquainted  with 
the  ufe  of  vents  or  chimnies  for 
carrying  off  fmoke  ?  In  the  fame 
apartments  were  alfo  found  feveral 
pieces  of  marble  and  alabafter, 
valuable  on  account  of  the  bas- 
reliefs  and  inferiptions  with  which 
they  are  adorned. 
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Their  Ma jellies  afterwards  pro¬ 
ceeded  into  a  triclinium ,  or  dining 
apartment,  recently  difcovered. 
The  walls  of  this  magnificent  fa- 
loon  are  covered  with  paintings 
of  the  moft  exquifite  tafte,  repre¬ 
fen  ting  fifties,  birds,  and  game  of 
all  kinds.  Here  there  are  three 
coaches  of  mafon  work,  in  perfect 
prefervation,  being  the  places  in 
which  the  antients  refted  during 
their  meals.  Adjoining  the  three 
beds,  there  ft  ill  exifts  a  marble 
foot,  which  muft  have  ferved  as  a 
fupport  for  the  table  on  which  the 
difn.es  were  placed. 

Kis  Majefty,  on  quitting  the 
ruins,  expreffed  a  moft:  ardent  de¬ 
ft  re  that  the  exertions  made  to  ex- 
pofe  them  to  public  view  fhould 
be  continued,  and  has  ftnce  iffued 
the  necelTary  orders  to  his  minifters 
of  finance. 

■'th  Jubilee  at  Windfor. — -The 
*  jubilee,  as  was  expected, 
was  celebrated  on  Wednefday  with 
every  demonftration  of  joy  at 
Windfor.  At  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  the  commencement  of 
the  jubilee  was  announced  by  the 
found  of  trumpets  ;  after  which  the 
drums  beat  to  arms,  the  Royal 
Horfe  Guards,  (Blues)  the  Staf- 
fordfhire  Militia,  and  the  Volun¬ 
teers  :  the  beils  alfo  rung  a  merry 
peal. 

Between  eight  and  nine  o’clock 
their  Majefties,  Princefs Elizabeth, 
and  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Suftfex, 
attended  divine  fervice  at  the  pri¬ 
vate  chapel  in  the  caftle.  After 
divine  fervice,  Turnerelli  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  her  Majefty  and  the 
royal  party,  and  prefen  ted  the 
jubilee  buff  which  his  Majefty  has 
lately  fat  for,  the  ftriking  iikenefs 
of  which  was  taken  upon  this  me- 
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morable  occafion,  and  was  highly 
approved  of. 

Fete  at  Frogmore .- — But  a  more 
refined  and  claflical  entertainment, 
a  fuperb  Fetey  was  given,  on  Wed¬ 
nefday  night,  by  her  Majefty  at 
Frogmore.  At  half  paft  nine  o’clock 
the  gates  were  thrown  open  for  the 
nobility ,  gentry,  and  others  having 
tickets  of  admiffion.  On  the  en¬ 
trance  into  the  gardens,  the  fpeda- 
tor  was  ftruck  with  aftonifhment 
and  delight  at  the  charming  and 
fanciful  fcene  of  variegated  lamps, 
of  different  figures  and  colours. 
The  avenues  and  walks  were  hung 
with  brilliant  coloured  lamps,  in 
the  fhape  of  watchmen's  lanthorns. 
The  lawns  adjoining  to  the  houfe 
afforded  a  rich  difplay  of  thechoiceft 
fhrubs  and  plants,  taken  from  the 
green-houfe.  At  ten  o’clock  the 
Queen  arrived,  and  after  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  had  joined  the  company,  the 
fire,  works  began,  at  the  conclufton 
of  which  there  appeared  on  a  Hid¬ 
den,  and  as  it  were  by  magic,  on  a 
beautiful  piece  of  water  oppofite  the 
garden  front  of  the  houfe,  two  tri¬ 
umphal  cars,  drawn  by  two  fea- 
horfes  each,  one  occupied  by  Nep¬ 
tune,  and  preceded  by  the  other 
with  a  band  of  mafic.  The  cars 
had  a  very  fuperb  appearance.  On 
coming  to  the  temporary  bridge 
ereded  over  the  canal  oppofite  to 
the  garden  front,  tranfparencies 
were  difplayed  in  an  equally  hid¬ 
den  and  unexpeded  manner  on  the. 
battlement,  with  the  words— 
ii  Rule  Britannia,  Britannia  rule 
the  Wa  ves,”  infcribed  on  them. 
At  the  fame  moment  the  band 
ftruck  up  the  tune.  Oppofite  the 
bridge,  an  elegant  Grecian  temple 
was  ereded  on  the  mount,  fur- 
rounded  by  eight  beautiful  marble 
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pillars.  The  interior  of  the  tem¬ 
ple  was  lined  with  purple,  and  in 
the  centre  was  a  large  tranfparency 
of  the  Eye  of  Providence,  fixed, 
as  it  were,  upon  a  beautiful  por¬ 
trait  of  his  Majeily,  furmounted 
by  liars  of  lamps.  From  the  tem¬ 
ple  a  double  llaircafe  defcended  to 
the  water’s  edge.  On  the  wind¬ 
ings  of  the  llaircafe  were  ere£led 
nine  altars  with  burning  incenfe. 

On  the  lawn  twelve  marquees 
were  ereded,  where  the  company 
partook  of  tea  and  coffee  during 
the  fireworks.  Covers  were  laid 
in  the  principal  dining-rooms,  and 
at  twelve  o’clock  the  company  fat 
down  to  an  elegant  fupper,  confid¬ 
ing  of  all  the  delicacies  of  the  fea- 
fon.  The  frames  were  beautifully 
done  in  emblematic  figures,  part  of 
which  reprefented  Britannia  kneel- 
ing  by  the  lion,  the  eye  of  Provi¬ 
dence  above,  and  underneath  was 
written  by  her  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  “  Britan¬ 
nia,  grateful  to  Providence,  cele¬ 
brates  the  50th  year  of  a  reign 
facred  to  piety  and  virtue.” 

On  the  illand,  in  the  middle  of 
the  fheet  of  water  in  the  gardens  at 
Frogmore,  there  has  been  erefted  a 
temple  ;  it  is  a  fquare  pile  of  build¬ 
ing,  decorated  with  Doric  columns 
and  a  dome,  with  emblematical 
figures  defcriptive  of  the  happy 
event  reprefented  thereon.  Front¬ 
ing  the  noble  villa,  or  grand  pro¬ 
menade-walk,  leading  from  the  pa¬ 
lace  to  the  lake,  there  was  a  bridge, 
confining  of  only  a  fingle  arch, 
and  like  the  celebrated  Rialto  at 
Venice,  it  was  decorated  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  illuminated.  In 
the  centre  of  the  temple  was  an 
altar,  clafiically  ornamented  with 
figures,  &c.  the  defigns  were  fur- 


nilhed  by  the  Princefs  Elizabeth, 
and  executed  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Wyatt.  In  the  front  of  the 
altar  there  was  a  female  figure  of 
Gratitude,  in  a  kneeling  pollure  : 
this  figure,  exadly  refembles  the 
Venus  of  Cleomenes.  The  altar, 
&c,  could  be  feen  in  perfpeclive, 
by  means  of  open  arches,  from  the 
houfe  and  gardens  on  every  fide. 
The  temple  and  the  bridge  were  the 
only  erections  made  at  Frogmore 
exprefsly  for  the  celebration  of  the 
jubilee.  Tents  had  been  erefled 
fufiiciently  capacious  to  entertain 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  peo¬ 
ple.  The  fanciful  and  romantic 
bower,  or  ruftic  ball-room,  ereded 
under  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth,  about  ten  years 
fince,  and  which  was  fuffered  to 
fall  into  decay,  has  been  repaired 
and  decorated  with  laurel  leaves, 
the  rofe,  thiille,  and  fhamrock; 
it  was  illuminated  with  coloured 
lamps.  In  the  town  of  Windfor, 
the  grand  triumphal  arch  extended 
from  the  Caftle  Inn,  over  the  High- 
ftreet,  to  the  Town  Hall.  It  was 
decorated  with  obeliiks  and  de¬ 
vices  in  tranfparent  colours,  exe¬ 
cuted  by  Mr.  Matthew  Wyatt. 
Another  triumphal  arch  in  Sheet- 
lane,  at  the  foie  expence  of  Air. 
Tibbett,  who  is  the  carpenter  to 
the  Board  of  Works  at  Windfor: 
the  latter  was  illuminated  by  ex¬ 
actly  2000  variegated  lamps. 

At  Ke<wy  the  whole  of  the  town 
was  illuminated.  A  grand  Gothic 
arch  was  ereded,  from  the  centre 
of  which  a  liar  was  fufpended  :  it 
was  of  vail  dimenfions,  and  under¬ 
neath  a  medallion  of  his  Majeily, 
a  very  corred  likenefs,  with  a 
motto,  ((  Virtue,  Honour,  and 
Glory.”  The  whole  of  the  trees 
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around  the  green  were  illuminated 
by  variegated  lamps,  in  arches, 
wreaths,  and  columns. 

Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  by  the 
City  of  London. — The  joyful  event 
of  our  beloved  fovereign  entering 
the  50th  year  of  his  reign,  was 
celebrated  by  the  corporation  of 
this  great  metropolis  with  a  magni¬ 
ficence  and  fplendour  becoming 
its  wealth  and  diftinguilhed  rank 
among  the  nations  of  Europe.  At 
an  early  hour  the  day  was  uftiered 
in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  in  the 
different  churches,  among  which 
we  noticed  particularly  the  fine 
peal  of  St.  Michael’s,  Cornhill. 

At  half  pall;  ten  o’clock  the  lord 
mayor  proceeded  from  the  Manfion- 
houfe  to  Guildhall,  in  the  city 
ftate  coach,  drawn  by  his  fet  of  fix 
beautiful  grey  horfes,  fplendidly 
adorned  with  ribbons,  and  attended 
by  the  ufual  officers,  preceded  by 
the  trumpets  founding,  and  the 
band  of  the  Weft;  London  Militia 
playing  God  fave  the  King.  At 
Guildhall  his  lordlhip  was  joined 
by  the  members  of  the  corporation, 
and  at  half  paft  eleven  o’clock  the 
proceffion  moved  from  thence. 

In  the  large  fpace  between  the 
iron  gates  and  great  weft  door  of 
the  cathedral,  the  Weft  London 
Militia  received  his  lordfhip,  and 
the  reft  of  the  proceffion,  with  pre- 
fentedarms.  On  entering  the  great 
weft  door  of  the  cathedral,  his 
lordlhip  was  received  by  the  dean 
and  chapter.  The  centre  aide  to 
the  choir  was  lined  on  each  fide 
by  the  river  fencibles,  in  full  uni¬ 
form. 

A  moft  excellent  and  appropriate 

fermon  was  preached  by  his  lord- 

Chip’s  chaplain,  from  a  well  chofen 

text,  in  the  8th  chapter,  2d  Kings, 

and  66th  verfe,  i(  And  they  bleffed 
0  * 


[417 

the  king,  and  went  into  their  tents 
joyful  and  glad  of  heart,  for  all  the 
goodnefs  the  Lord  had  done  for 
David  his  fervant,  and  for  Ifrael 
his  people.” 

The  coronation  anthem  was  per¬ 
formed  previous  to  the  fermon,  by 
the  full  choir  with  great  effedl* 
The  proceffion  returned  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  fame  order.  At  five 
o’clock  the  corporation  were  intro¬ 
duced  up  the  grand  ftaircafe,  in 
front  of  the  Manfion-houfe.  The 
trumpets  founding  during  their  en¬ 
trance  in  the  veftibule.  The  build¬ 
ing  had  been  previoufiy  decorated 
with  a  fplendid  illumination,  con¬ 
fining  of  elegant  devices  of  the 
oak,  thiftle,  and  lhamrock,  in  co¬ 
loured  lamps ;  in  the  centre,  a  ra¬ 
diant  difplay  of  G.  R.  and  the 
crown,  with  f£  Long  may  he  reign.” 
The  pillars  were  taftefully  orna¬ 
mented  with  wreaths  of  lamps ; 
the  whole  was  much  admired  for 
its  general  grandeur  and  effedt. 
On  entering  the  grand  faloon, 
which  was  lined  by  the  band  of  the 
Weft  London  Militia,  playing 
God  fave  the  King,  Rule  Britan¬ 
nia,  &c.  the  company  were  indi¬ 
vidually  received  by  the  lord 
mayor  in  his  robes  of  ftate,  with 
that  affability,  politenefs,  and  at¬ 
tention,  that  diftinguifti  this  wor¬ 
thy  chief  magiftrate. 

The  faloon  was  brilliantly  lighted 
with  feveral  large  Grecian  lamps, 
beautifully  painted,  and  difplay ing 
a  fcene  at  once  novel  and  elegant. 
At  half  paft  five  o’clock,  the  doors 
of  the  magnificent  Egyptian  Hall 
were  thrown  open,  illuminated  by 
the  blaze  of  innumerable  lamps, 
taftefully  arranged  round  the  pillars 
and  the  elegant  luftres  and  chande¬ 
liers  fufpended  from  the  roof. 

The  tables  were  laid  out  with 

the 


ol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX,  New  Series.  \Dd] 


418]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


the  greateft  tafte,  and  covered  with 
an  elegant  and  hofpitable  dinner, 
the  whole  of  which  was  ferved 
with  plate,  and  a  plentiful  fupply 
of  Madeira  and  red  port  of  a  moil 
fuperior  quality  and  flavour.  The 
band  continuing  during  the  whole 
of  dinner  to  play  feveral  delightful 
military  and  other  airs.  After 
the  cloth  was  removed,  Non  Nobis 
Domine  was  charmingly  fung  by 
Meflrs.  Taylor,  &c.  &c. 

The  lord  mayor  then  gave, 

“  The  King,  God  blefs  him, 
and  long  may  he  reign  over  a  free 
and  united  people.’  9 

Which  was  drank  with  three 
times  three,  and  with  exulting  en- 
thuflafm,  amid  thunders  of  applaufe, 
that  continued  unabated  for  a  con- 
fiderable  length  of  time.  After 
this  effufion  of  loyal  feeling  had 
fubflded,  the  grand  national  anthem 
of  God  fave  the  King  was  perform¬ 
ed  by  the  profeflional  gentlemen 
prefent,  with  appropriate  additional 
verfes  for  the  oceaflon,  the  whole 
company  Handing  and  joining  in 
the  chorus  with  the  inoft  heartfelt 
zeal,  accompanied  by  the  animating 
found  of  the  military  band. 

The  worthy  chief  magiftrate 
then  gave, 

tc  The  Queen." 
t(  The  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Wales,  and  the  reft  of  the  Royal 
Family.9’ 

i(  The  Wooden  Walls  of  Old 
England." 

After  which,  Rule  Britannia  was 
fung,  accompanied  in  full  chorus  by 
the  band  and  company  prefent. 

t(  The  Army  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

“  Profperity  to  the  City  of 
London,"  &c.  &c. 

The  illuminations  of  the  public 
buildings  and  offices  were  unufu. 
ally  tafteful  and  fplendid. 


The  following  is  the  Form  of  Prayer 
and  Thank  [giving  appointed  to  be 
read  in  the  Churches  on  this  Occa» 
fan  1 — 

O  God,  in  whofe  hands  are  the 
iflues  of  life  and  death,  and  to 
whom  alone  it  belongeth  to  diftri- 
bute  mercies,  as  well  in  lengthen¬ 
ing  as  in  ftiortening  the  days  of 
men,  we  yield  thee  praife  and 
thankfgiving  for  the  prote&ion 
thou  haft  vouchfafed  to  our  gra¬ 
cious  fovereign,  during  a  long  and 
arduous  reign.  Continue,  we  pray 
thee,  thy  watchfulnefs  over  him  ; 
fhield  him  from  the  open  attacks 
of  his  enemies,  and  from  hidden 
dangers ;  from  the  arrow  that  ftieth 
by  day,  and  from  the  peftilence 
that  walketh  indarknefs;  enlighten 
his  counfels  for  the  public  good  ; 
ftrengthen  all  his  meafures  ;  and 
when  it  fhall  feem  fit  to  thine  un-. 
erring  wifdom,  perfedl  the  ends  of 
both— -the  reftoration  of  peace  and 
fecurity  to  his  people  ;  of  concord 
and  independence  to  contending  and 
bleeding  nations.  Thefe  bleffings 
and  mercies  we  implore  for  our 
fovereign,  ourfelves,  our  allies,  and 
our  enemies,  through  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our 
Lord  and  Saviour.  Amen. 

On  this  happy  oceaflon,  too,  a 
proclamation  was  iflued  for  par¬ 
doning  all  deferters  from  the  fleet, 
whether  they  return  to  their  duty 
or  not  ;  and  another,  pardoping  all 
deferters  from  the  land  forces,  pro¬ 
vided  they  furrender  in  two  months 
from  the  25th.  The  lords  of  the 
admiralty  ordered  an  extra  allow¬ 
ance  of  4lbs.  of  beef,  ^lbs.  of  flour, 
and  a  pound  of  raifins,  to  every 
eight  men  in  his  Majefty’s  ftiips 
in  port,  with  one  pint  of  wine,  or 
half  a  pint  of  rum  each  man. — 
Eleven  crown  debtors  were  this 
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day  dlfcharged  from  prifon,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  above  100  liberated  by 
the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Per- 
fons  imprifoned  for  fmall  Debts. 
The  donations  to  this  laudable  fo- 
ciety  for  the  above  charitable  pur- 
pofe  have  been  mod  liberal.  The 
city  of  London  fet  the  example  by 
fubfcribing  1000  /.' 
f’oth  Coroner's  Inqueft,—  An 
J  *  inqueft  was  held  at  the 
Bull  -  and  -  Mouth  -  inn,  Bull-and- 
Mouth-ftreet,  before  T.  Sheldon, 
efq.  on  a  view  of  the  body  of  the 
Rev.  G.  GlalTe,  late  reftor  of 
Han  well  5  who  ftrangled  himfelf  in 
his  apartment  at  the  inn  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night.  After  the  jury  had 
examined  the  body,  which  exhi¬ 
bited  marks  of  ftrangulation,  wit- 
nefTes  were  called. 

Sarah  Horn  faid,  (he  was  cham¬ 
ber-maid  at  the  Bull-and-Mouth. 
About  five  o’clock  on  Tuefday 
morning,  fhe  went  to  call  the  de- 
ceafed,  as  fhe  had  been  told  by  her 
fellow-fervant  that  the  gentleman 
was  going  at  five  o’clock  by  the 
Leeds  coach.  When  the  wdtnefs 
opened  the  door  of  his  apartment, 
a  candle  was  burning,  and  fhe  faw 
the  deceafed  lying  on  the  floor  with 
his  clothes  off,  near  the  foot  of  the 
bed.  Witnefs  did  not  know  that 
he  was  dead,  but  fhe  felt  alarmed 
at  feeing  him,  and  immediately 
called  up  Dowker,  the  book-keep¬ 
er,  who  found  the  deceafed  hanging 
to  the  bed-pofl. 

Anne  Horn,  alfo  a  chamber¬ 
maid  at  the  Bull-and-Mouth,  de- 
pofed,  that  fhe  was  called  about 
nine  o’clock  on  Monday  evening 
to  attend  the  deceafed.  The  wit¬ 
nefs  found  him  fitting  in  the  coffee- 
room  near  the  fire.  The  deceafed 
afk'ed  for  a  bed,  and  the  witnefs 
told  him  he  might;  fleep  in  a  dou¬ 


ble-bedded  room.  He  obje&ed  to 
Beeping  in  a  room  with  two  beds, 
unlefs  he  was  allowed  to  fleep  irs 
the  room  by  himfelf.  He  alked 
the  witnefs,  at  the  fame  time, 
whether  fhe  could  inform  him 
where  he  could  buy  a  night-cap  ; 
the  witnefs  told  him  he  might  pur- 
chafe  one  near  the  inn.  The  witnefs 
then  lighted  him  up  flairs  to  his 
room,  and  left  him.  About  half 
an  hour  after  this,  a  gentleman 
came  and  inquired  for  the  deceafed, 
and  the  gentleman  was  fhown  to 
the  room  where  the  deceafed  flept. 
He  was  then  in  bed ;  the  witnefs 
faw  him  ft  retch  out  his  hand,  and 
fhake  hands  with  the  gentleman, 
after  which  fhe  left  them  together. 
Twenty  minutes  after,  the  witnefs 
met  the  gentleman  coming  down 
flairs  from  the  deceafed,  with  a 
candle  in  his  hand.  The  deceafed 
had  informed  the  witnefs  that  he 
was  going  by  the  Leeds  coach  at 
five  in  the  morning,  and  begged 
fhe  would  call  him  in  time.  In 
confequence  of  this  order,  fhe  told 
her  fellow-fervant,  Sarah  Horn,  to 
call  him.  The  witnefs  did  not  fee 
the  deceafed  after  the  gentleman 
left  him. 

Samuel  Dowker  faid,  he  was 
book-keeper  at  the  Bull-and- 
Mouth.  About  a  quarter  before 
five  o’clock  on  Tuefday,  he  was 
called  by  Sarah  Horn,  the  cham- 
ber-maid,  to  go  into  the  room 
where  the  deceafed  had  been  put  to 
bed.  On  entering  the  room,  he 
found  the  deceafed  lying  on  his 
belly  at  the  foot  of  the  bed.  A 
napkin  was  tied  round  his  neck, 
and  his  head  was  fufpended  from 
the  bed-poft,  about  half  a  yard 
from  the  floor.  The  deceafed  >vas 
cold,  and  quite  dead.  The  witnefs 
was  without  a  knife  in  his  pocket, 
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and  he  called  up  one  of  the  helpers 
belonging  to  the  liable,  who  cut 
the  napkin  afunder  which  fufpend- 
ed  the  head  of  the  deceafed  to  the 
bed.  The  witnefs  fent  for  a  fur- 
geon,  but  furgical  affiftance  was 
of  no  avail.  The  deceafed  had  not 
taken  a  place  in  the  coach.  He 
had  mentioned  to  the  witnefs  before 
he  went  to  bed,  that  he  intended 
to  go  by  the  Liverpool  coach;  He 
afterwards  faid  he  would  go  by  the 
Glafgow  coach  in  the  morning. 
The  witnefs  did  not  notice  any 
thing  uncommon  in  the  behaviour 
of  the  deceafed  when  he  made  in¬ 
quiry  refpedling  the  coach. 

Mr.  Starr,  a  furgeOn  redding  at 
Smithfield-bars,  depofed,  that  he 
was  fent  for  about  five  o’clock  on 
Tuefday  morning.  He  accordingly 
went  to  the  Bull-and- Mouth,  and 
found  the  deceafed  lying  on  his 
belly.  The  deceafed  was  quite 
dead  :  he  had  tied  his  white  carh- 
bric  handkerchief  to  a  towel,  and 
fattened  the  fame  with  a  noofe 
round  his  neck,  fixing  the  knot 
under  his  left  ear.  The  witnefs 
examined  the  body,  and  he  found 
every  appearance  of  ftrangulation, 
therefore  he  was  fatisfied  the  de. 
ceafed  had  been  ftrangled.  The 
witnefs  had  attended  the  bodies  of 
feveral  infane  perfons  who  had 
hanged  themfelves,  and  all  rhofe 
bodies  exhibited  the  fame  appear¬ 
ance  as  the  deceafed.  The  wit¬ 
nefs  conceived  that  the  deceafed, 
who  was  a  corpulent  man,  had  re¬ 
mained  on  his  knees  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  bed,  until  he  had  fuf- 
pended  himfelf  from  the  bed-poft, 
when  he  fell,  and  that  by  his  ftrug-> 
gles  he  had  accelerated  his  death. — 
The  witnefs  expreffed  his  opinion 
that  the  deceafed  was  infane. 

The  oftler,  who  had  been  called 


in  to  cut  the  napkin  found  the  necfc 
of  the  deceafed,  corroborated  the 
evidence  of  Dowker.  He  alfo  faidy 
he  recolledled  having  feen  the  de¬ 
ceafed  at  Canterbury,  and  at  Lord 
Darnley's,  fome  time  previous. 

Wm.  Loden,  efq.  folicitor,  of 
Gray’s-inn-fquare,  depofed,  that 
he  condu&ed  the  affairs  of  the  de¬ 
ceafed.  The  witnefs  faw  him  about 
eleven  o’clock  on  Monday  morn, 
ing,  at  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Hume,  in 
Lower  Grofvenor-ftreet.  The  de¬ 
ceafed  was  then  in  a  ftate  of  mental 
derangement,  occafioned  by  the 
embarraffed  ftate  of  his  affairs.  He 
was  confidered  in  fo  dangerous  a 
ftate,  that  Dr.  Hume  and  the  wit¬ 
nefs  thought  it  was  dangerous  to 
leave  him  by  himfelf.  He  fre¬ 
quently  put  his  hand  up  to  his 
head,  and  exclaimed,  “  I  mull  be 
cupped.”  He  alfo  told  the  witnefs 
he  fhould  like  to  go  to  Scotland 
until  his  affaifs  were  fettled.  The 
v^itnefs  faid  that  the  deceafed  might 
go  to  Scotland  if  Dr.  Hume  would 
give  confent.  The  witnefs  faid 
Dr.  H.  would  confent,  and  he  ap¬ 
peared  much  more  eafy  in  his  mind 
under  the  idea  of  going  to  Scot¬ 
land.  In  the  courfe  of  Monday 
morning,  the  witnefs  and  Mr* 
Glade  went  to  Lincoln’s-inn  about 
bufinefs.  Mr.  Glaffe  then  Laid* 
he  would  go  off  by  the  Glafgow 
coach,  and  appointed  ro  meet  the 
witnefs  at  the  Bull-and- Mouth, 
after  he  had  been  to  purchafe  fome 
ftationery  and  other  articles  in 
Bond-ftreet.  In  the  evening  the 
witnefs  called  oh  Mr.  G.  advifed 
him  not  to  go  to  Scotland,  and 
told  him  that  he  m‘u»ht  remain 
concealed  from  the  bailiffs  in  Lon¬ 
don.  The  witnefs  then  left  him,  as 
he  appeared  more  calm  and  coni- 
pofed  than  lie  had  been  during  the 
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$af .  The  witnefs  had  known  Mr. 
Glaffe  fixteen  years,  during  which 
he  had  ruined  a  fine  fortune.  The 
y/itnefs  had  no  doubt  of  his  ipfa- 
nity.  He  had  frequently  exclaim¬ 
ed,  ((  Take  me  to  prifqn  l  I  have 
ruined  my  family  J  Oh  my  wife 
and  children  !*'  \yith  many  other 
exprefiions,  which  left  no  doubt  of 
the  deranged  ftate  of  his  intellects. 
Mr.  Glaffe  had  been  appointed 
chaplain  to  the  lord  mayor  eleCt, 
and  witnefs  underftood  he  had 
written  a  ftrange  letter  to  a  city 
officer,  in  which  he  f^id  he  was 
compelled  to  become  an  exile.  The 
yvitnefs  faid  he  could  relate  a  long 
hiftory  of  Mr.  Glaffe,  but  the  jury 
faid  they  were  fati^fied  with  the 
evidence,  and  the  coroner  did  nqt 
wifh  to  interrogate  him  further. 

Another  refped^ble  folicito?, 
who  had  known  the  deceafed,  cor¬ 
roborated  the  evidence  pf  Mr.  Lq- 
den. 

Clement,  a  clerk  in  the  qoach- 
office,  alfo  confirmed  the  teftjmony 
of  Dowker,  with  refpeft  to  the 
irregular  behayioiir  of  the  deceafed 
when  he  made  inquiry  about  the 

coach. 

\ 

John  Knapp,  waiter  at  the  Bull 
and  Mouth,  depofed,  that  the  de¬ 
ceafed  appeared  much  agitated 
when  he  came  into  the  coffee-room* 
His  hands  fhook,  and  he  ru.fhed 
out,  whiift  he  was  taking  refrefh- 
ment,  to  fpeak  to  the  clerk  in  the 
coach-office.  The  witnefs  thought 
he  was  mad,  and  made  an  obferva- 
tion  to  that  effect  to  one  of  his 
fellow-fervants. 

Under  the  above  circumftances, 
the  coroner  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
fay  whether  the  deceafed  was  of 
fane  mind  when  he  deftroyed  him- 
felf.  The  foreman  of  the  jury. 
Without  hefitation,  expreffed  his 
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belief  that  the  deceafed  had  firan¬ 
gled  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  infanity, 
and  the  other  jurors  immediately 
returned  their  verdidl,  Infanity. 

Mr.  Glaffe  was  in  pofteflion  (in¬ 
cluding  the  redlory  of  HanwellJ 
of  upwards  of  400 9/.  per  annum. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  consider¬ 
able  natural  and  acquired  talents. 
When  introduced  at  the  French 
court  during  the  late  fhort  peace, 
Buonaparte  pronounced  him  the 
moft  accomplifhed  Engliftimaq  He 
had  feen  at  Paris. 

Died.  —  James  Elphinftone, 
Efq.  the  friend  of  Dr.  Johnfon, 
and  a  man  of  virtue  and  talent. 


NOVEMBER. 

v  Court  of  Chancery. — Ward  « 
of  Court  v.  Qiles,— -Mr.  Rich-  1 
ards  moved  for  an  attachment  a- 
gainft  Mr.  John  Giles,  for  carry¬ 
ing  off  Mifs  Augufta  Nicholfon,  a 
ward  of  that  court,  and  alfo  for 
having  a  fit  and  proper  perfon  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  court,  to  whom 
the  care  and  cuftody  of  the  infant 
fhould  be  entrufted.  The  circum- 
fiances  of  the  elopement  it  may  be 
proper  tp  detail. 

Mifs  Augufta  Nicholfon,  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Nicholfon,  a 
ward  of  chancery,  with  a  fortune 
of  14,000/.  elpped  with  Mr.  Giles, 
the  comedian,  from  Tunbridge 
Wells.  The  family  re  fide  at  Wor- 
ceftet ;  the  colonel  is,  we  under- 
Hand,  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  the 
young  lady’s  mother  is  dead  ;  the 
colonel  is  married  to  a  fecond  wife. 
Mifs  Nicholfon  has  become  enti¬ 
tled  to  a  fortune  of  14,000/.  when 
of  age,  in  confequence  of  the  death 
of  eieht  relatives  fince  1803.  D11- 
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ring  the  colonel’s  abfence  from 
home,  Mifs  Nicholfon  and  her 
mother-in-law  vifited  Tunbridge 
Wells,  at  which  fafhionable  place 
the  parties  firft  became  acquainted. 
Mr.  Giles’s  firft  introduction  to  the 
lady  was  by  an  offer  to  carry  fome 
books  for  her  from  the  library. 
On  the  following  evening  the  went 
to  the  theatre,  accompanied  by  her 
mother-in-law,  and  fat  on  the  front 
feat  of  the  ftage-box ;  and  while 
Mr.  Giles,  was  performing  clofe  to 
the  box,  Mifs  Nicholfon  contrived 
to  drop  a letter  to  him  unobferved, 
which  he  picked  up  unperceived  by 
her  mother-in-law.  In  that  letter 
fhe  acknowledged  her  attachment 
to  him,  and  gave  him  encourage¬ 
ment  to  pay  his  addrefies  to  her, 
and  faid  that  (he  would  marry  him. 
Prom  that  time  a  mutual  inter- 
courfe  and  correfpondence  took 
place,  in  which  the  warmeft  affec¬ 
tion  was  expreffed.  This  proceed¬ 
ing  was  communicated  to  Mifs 
Nicholfon’s  mother-in-law,  who, 
to  prevent  the  intercourfe  proceed¬ 
ing  further,  confined  her  to  the 
houfe.  This  regulation^  however, 
had  not  the  defired  effect :  for  Mr. 
Giles  contrived  a  plan  of  exchang¬ 
ing  letters  through  the  key-hole  of 
the  ftreet-door;  Mifs  Nicholfon 
had  a  bed-room  to  herfelf,  and  got 
up  every  morning  before  five 
o’clock,  and  con  veiled  with  her 
lover  out  of  the  window.  The 
correfpondence  continued  about  five 
weeks  previous  to  the  elopement. 
The  elopement  was  effected  by  the 
following  circumftances 

Mr.  Giles,  deftitute  of  the  moft 
needful  article,  money,  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  fuch  an  exploit,  made  Mr. 
Smith,  a  brother  performer,  his 
confidant ;  told  him  what  he  had 
been  doing,  and  what  he  was  about 


to  do,  and  alked  him  to  lend  him 
a  fum  of  money  to  enable  him  to 
run  away  with  Mifs  Nicholfon. 
Mr.  Smith  entered  into  his  views, 
and  lent  him  30/.  being  the  whole 
of  his  ftock.  The  two  fons  of  the 
bufkin  having  agreed  upon  their 
object,  and  having  the  eonfent  and 
approbation  of  the  lady,  fet  off*  to 
walk  from  Tunbridge  Wells  to  Se¬ 
ven  Oaks,  on  the  evening  of  the 
24th  ;  and,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  they 
hired  a  chaife-and-four  at  a  by-inn, 
a  few  miles  from  Seven  Oaks,  arid 
fet  off  in  it  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  proceeded  to¬ 
wards  Tunbridge  Wells.  They 
flopped  a  fhort  dillance  before  they 
came  to  the  town  ;  Smith  flopped 
in  the  chaife,  and  Giles  went  for 
the  lady  :  and  (he,  on  the  fignal  of 
love,  flew  to  his  embraces  with 
only  one  change  of  clothes,  in  hopes 
never  more  to  part ;  but  difap- 
pointment  overtook  them. 

Mifs  Nicholfon ’s  flight  was  foon 
difcovered  after  the  family  got  up, 
and  it  was  at  length  afeertained 
that  {he  had  eloped  with  Mr.  Giles. 
On  Thurfday,  the  following  day, 
her  mother-in-law  wrote  to  Meflfrs. 
Cardale  and  fon,  folicitors,  of  Bed¬ 
ford-row,  who  are  truflees  to  Mifs 
Nicholfon.  They  employed  Ad¬ 
kins  and  his  brother  to  trace  the 
fugitives  out.  The  officers  pur- 
fued  their  inquiries  with  all  pofli- 
ble  expedition  and  exertion.  They 
traced  the  parties  to  have  changed 
their  hdrfes  at  the  White  Hart  Inp, 
at  Bromley,  and  from  thence  gra¬ 
dually  toWeftmorland-place,  City- 
road,  which  is  extremely  well  cal¬ 
culated  for  perfons  to  conceal  them- 
felves.  Adkins  went  with  Mr. 
Cardale  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Steele  ; 
Adkins  knocked  at  the  door ;  a 
female  anfwered  it,  and  Adkins 
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afked  if  Mr.  Giles  was  within  ;  (he 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
that  he  was  at  dinner.  Adkins  fol¬ 
lowed  her  in,  and  faw  Mr.  Giles : 
Adkins  addreded  him  by  his  name, 
and  he  anfwered  to  it ;  but  when 
Adkins  told  him  his  bufinefs,  he 
told  him  he  mult  be  miftaken,  and 
that  he  never  was  at  Tunbridge 
Wells  in  his  life  ;  Adkins,  how¬ 
ever,  perlifted  that  he  was  the  man, 
from  the  defcription  of  him  that  he 
had  received,  and  that  the  young 
lady  who  was  dining  with  him  was 
Mifs  Nicholfon;  the  difpute  about 
the  identity  of  their  perfons  was 
foon  fettled  by  Mr.  Cardale,  the 
folicitor,  and  Mifs  Nicholfon’s 
truftee,  entering  the  room,  and  a 
frantic  tragic  fcene  took  place. 
Mifs  Nicholfon,  finding  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  conceal  herfelf  longer  a 
folly,  both  lovers  rulhed  into  each 
other's  arms,  and  fwore  attach¬ 
ment,  beating  their  heads,  and 
running  about  the  room  diftradled  ; 
Mifs  Nicholfon  agreed  to  go  with 
them  quietly,  after  much  perfua- 
fion  ;  but,  faid  fhe,  I  mull  go  up 
flairs  hrft.  Adkins  told  her  he 
mull;  accompany  her,  to  which  fhe 
agreed  ;  and  one  of  the  principal 
obje&s  to  take  care  of  was  her 
purfe,  which  was  not  for  the 
amount  of  the  calh  it  contained,  as 
we  underftand  it  only  contained  a 
dollar  and  a  few  {hillings  at  the 
one  end,  but  the  other  contained 
the  jewel  of  all  jewels  to  her,  the 
wedding  ring,  which  was  to  tie 
her  to  her  dearly  beloved  Giles 
that  morning  at  Mary-le-bone 
church,  they  having  been  alked  in 
the  church  two  Sundays,  and  the 
third  time  was  to  have  taken  place 
on  that  day.  But,  alas !  Mifs  Hoy¬ 
den  is  difappointed  of  being  a 
married  woman  this  time,  efpeci- 
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ally  as  fhe  has  been  fo  extremely 
anxious  to  get  married  to  her 
deareft  dearell  Giles,  that  fhe  has 
made  him,  fmce  her  elopement, 
fwear  feveral  times  upon  the  Bible, 
that  he  will  never  marry  any  wo¬ 
man  hut  her. 

The  learned  counfeh  read  the 
affidavits  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Frances 
Steel,  of  Weftmorland-place,  ftat- 
ing  that  Mifs  Nicholfon  and  Mr. 
Giles  came  to  her  houfe  on  the 
2 ill:  of  laft  month,  and  had  been  fel- 
dom  out  from  that  time  to  the  period 
of  their  being  taken  into  cuftody. 
That  fhe  underflood  that  they  had 
come  to  her  houfe  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  married,  and  that  the 
banns  had  been  proclaimed  in 
Mary-le-bone  church,  and  alfo  in 
another  church,  the  name  or  fitua- 
tion  of  which  fhe  did  not  know. 
Mrs.  Nicholfon,  the  ftep-mother, 
had  alfo  made  an  affidavit,  Hating 
that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for 
her  any  longer  to  take  charge  of 
the  infant.  There  was  a  relation 
of  the  infant’s,  however,  (an 
aunt,)  who,  he  believed,  would 
be  ready  to  undertake  the  charge 
of  her.  The  friends  of  the  young 
lady  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  her 
indifcretiors  had  gone  no  farther 
than  the  a  ft  of  eloping.  The 
learned  counfel,  therefore,  left  it 
with  his  lordfhip  to  determine  how 
the  other  parties  Ihould  be  dif- 
pofed  of. 

Mr.  Bligh  appeared  for  a  Mr. 
Smith,  an  acceffary,  againft  whom 
an  attachment  had  already  iffued, 
and  expreffed  his  deep  contrition 
for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 
bufinefs. 

The  lord  chancellor  faid,  if  Mr. 
Smith  wilhed  to  throw  himfelf  on 
the  court  with  this  expreffion  of 
forrow,  it  would  certainly  avail 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


424] 

him  in  Tome  degree,  and  if  he  had 
any  thing  further  to  {late,  he 
ftiould  have  an  opportunity  of  do¬ 
ing  fo  on  Thurfday,  when  his 
lordfhip  would  difpofe  of  the  cafe 
fo  far  as  he  was  concerned.  As 
the  proclamation  of  banns,  where 
any  of  the  parties  might  happen  to 
be  a  ward  of  that  court,  was  held 
by  the  law  to  be  a  matter  of  very 
ferious  importance,  his  lordfhip 
ordered  that  the  perfons  who  had 
been  concerned  in  proclaiming  the 
banns  in  the  church  of  Mary-le- 
bone,  and  in  the  other  church,  if 
it  could  be  found  out,  fhould  at¬ 
tend  the  court  on  Thurfday.  This 
order  he  made,  not  for  the  purpofe 
of  having  it  held  out  that  their 
conduct  had  been  improper,  but 
becaufe  the  law  was  particularly 
Uriel  in  fuch  matters,  requiring 
that  every  diligence  fhould  be  ufed 
for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  that 
the  parties,  as  to  whom  the  banns 
were  to  be  proclaimed,  refided 
within  the  parifh,  and  laboured 
Under  no  disability  which  fhould 
prevent  the  marriage  from  taking 
place.  Seven  days  were  even  al¬ 
lowed  by  aft  of  parliament  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  this  inquiry. 
The  care  of  the  infant,  in  the  mean 
time,  his  lordfhip  ordered  to  be 
entrufted  to  the  relation  whom 
the  learned  counfel  fuggefted. 
Againft  Mf.  Giles,  he  ordered, 
that  the  attachment  Ihould  iffue, 
leaving  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
plaintiffs  to  judge  how  far  it  would 
be  proper  that  it  ffiould  be  carried 
into  execution.  If  not  abfolutely 
neceffary,  he  was  fatisfied  they 
would  not  feel  themfelves  Called  on 
to  refort  to  fuch  an  extremity. 
Mr.  Giles,  in  all  probability,  was 
not  aware  of  the  fituation  in  which 
he  flood,  and,  if  he  chofe  to  ap- 


pear  by  his  counfel,  and  (late  any 
thing  which  he  might  think  would 
be  for  his  advantage,  his  lordfhip 
would  hear  him  on  Thurfday. 

On  Thurfday,  Mr.  Richards 
called  the  attention  of  his  lordfhip 
to  the  above  cafe.  Hd  recapitu¬ 
lated  the  circumflances  which  have 
been  already  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  recommended  that  the 
young  lady  fhould  be  placed  under 
proper  proteftion  ;  as  (he  had  re¬ 
peatedly  declared  her  intention  of 
running  off,  if  fhe  could  get  an  op¬ 
portunity. 

Mr.  Blythe,  as  counfel  for  Mr. 
Giles,  flated  that  he  had  much  fo 
offer  in  extenuation  of  his  conduft  ; 
but  that  he  refrained,  from  confi- 
derations  of  delicacy  to  the  family 
of  the  lady.  He  flated  the  contri¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Giles  for  what  had 
paffed,  and  his  readiriefs  fo  fubmit 
to  any  terms  which  it  might  be  his 
lordfhip’s  pleafure  to  impofe.  As 
fo  the  conduft  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
brother  comedian,  who  had  affified 
in  the  elopement,  and  had  lent 
money  towards  carrying  it  into 
execution,  he  had  an  affidavit  from 
him,  Hating  his  utter  ignorance  at 
the  time  of  the  lady’s  being  a  ward 
in  chancery.  He  read  this  affidavit, 
and  alfo  another  from  Mr.  Fry, 
Mr.  Giles’s  folicitor,  in  extenua¬ 
tion.  The  learned  gentleman  then 
flated,  that  Mr.  Giles  was  with¬ 
out  friends,  and  without  any  means 
of  fubfi Hence  ;  fo  that  his  ntter 
ruin  was  certain  ih  cafe  of  confine¬ 
ment. 

The  lord  chancellor  faid,  that 
he  would  defer  his  decifion  until 
Friday  ;  but  could  not  avoid  now 
remarking  upon  the  impropriety 
of  the  clergyman’s  conduft,  who 
had  publifiied  the  banns.  He  did 
not  wifii  to  impute  any  wilful  im¬ 
propriety 
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propriety  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  afted  upon  this  occafion  ;  but 
an  error  he  was  certainly  guilty  of. 
His  lordfhip  now  deemed  it  necef- 
fary  to  lay  down  the  law  precifely 
fori  the  guidance  of  thofe  who 
might  be  hereafter  concerned  in 
fuch  circumftances.  He  underftood 
that  clergymen  frequently  publifh- 
ed  banns,  upon  their  being  handed 
up  to  them,  after  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  leffon.  The  law,  however, 
allowed  no  fuch  power.  By  the 
aft  of  parliament  for  the  regulation 
of  marriages,  the  banns  ftiould  be 
made  known  to  the  clergyman  at 
lead  feven  days  before  their  publi¬ 
cation,  together  with  the  chriftian 
and  furname  of  the  parties,  the  pa- 
rifh  in  which  they  relided,  together 
With  their  refpeftive  refidences, 
and  how  long  they  had  occupied 
them.  It  was  the  duty  qf  the 
clergyman,  after  the  firft  notice, 
to  go  to  the  houfe  tb  which  he 
was  direfted,  arid  make  inquiries 
there  as  to  the  correftnefs  of  the 
fafts.  If  on  fuch  inquiry  he  was 
deceived,  then  he  certainly  was 
not  to  blame ;  but  if  he  neglefted 
to  make  fuch  inquiry,  he  was  fub- 
jeft  not  only  to  heavy  ecclefiaftical 
genfure3,  but  to  punilhments  of 
another  defcription.  Ignorance, 
on  the  part  of  the  clergyman, 
would  not  avail  him  as  an  excufe. 
He  cited  the  ftriftnefs  of  Lord 
Thurlow,  in  the  cafe  of  Dr.  Mark¬ 
ham,  and  reCollefted  himfelf  a 
caufe,  in  which  the  abfurd  excufe 
of  the  officiating  clergyman  was 
very  near  fubjefting  him  tb  a  moft 
fevere  profecution.'  The  clergy¬ 
man  faid  he  had  given  the  ftrifteft 
orders  to  his  curate';  the  curate 
had  given  the  fame  orders  to  his 
clerk  ;  the  clerk  to  his  wife  ;  and 
id  they  accounted  and  thought  to 


apologize  for  the  dereliftion  of 
their  duty.  His  lordfhip  advifed 
a  petition  to  be  fent  up  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  from  Mr. 
Giles,  which  he  would  take  into 
confideration,  and  decide  upon  on 
Friday. 

A  petition  was  afterwards  pre- 
fented  to  his  lordfhip. 

An  inqueft  was  held  this 
afternoon,  on  the  body  of 
Thomas  Soaper,  who  died  on  Sa¬ 
turday  laft,  of  the  bite  of  a  rattle 
fnake.  It  appeared  that  the  de- 
ceafed,  who  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  had  wantonly,  while  intox¬ 
icated,  teazed  the  fnake  with  a 
rule,  part  of  which  it  broke,  and, 
in  opening  the  cage  to  take  it  out, 
the  fnake  darted  at  him,  and 
wounded  him  in  the  hand.  From 
that  day,  the  17th  of  Oftober, 
he  fuffered  great  agony,  not  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  recovery,  but  a  mor¬ 
tification  coming  on,  he  died  laft 
Thurfday. 

Court  of  Chancery . —  TV/-  . 

cholfon  v.  Giles .  - —  Mr.  IO 
Blythe  informed  his  lordfhip,  that 
Meflrs  Giles  and  Smith  were  in 
attendance,  in  conformity  with  the 
direftions  which  his  lordfhip  had 
given  on  the  preceding  day. 

The  lord  chancellor  afked  Mr. 
Richards  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
ofter  from  the  guardian  of  Mifs 
Nicholfon. 

Mr.  Richards  replied  in  the 
negative,  but  obferved,  that  Mr. 
Giles  had,  in  his  affidavit,  ftated 
fomething  refpefting  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Wells,  which  required  fome 
further  explanation. 

The  lord  chancellor  intimated 
his  intention  of  looking  into  that 
part  of  the  affidavit.  With  refpeft 
to  Mr.  Smith,  he  fhould  allow 
him  to  be  difcharged,  upon  his 
'  '  ‘  ‘‘  ‘  *  v  undertaking 
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undertaking  to  come  forward,  if 
neceffary,  upon  any  future  occa- 
fion.  Mr.  Smith  was  then  dif- 
charged.  Mr.  Giles  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Fleet. 

k  This  day  Mary  Connor, 
an  old  offender,  was  charg¬ 
ed,  at  the  police-office,  Queen- 
fquare,  with  defrauding  Mary  An- 
derfon  of  wearing  apparel,  by  pre¬ 
tended  magical  illufions.  The 
profecutrix  Hated,  that  the  prisoner 
applied  to  her  for  lodgings  four 
months  ago,  and  having  learned 
that  a  young  man  was  paying  his 
addreffes  to  her,  fhe  contrived  to 
feduce  his  afFeCfions  from  her,  and 
was  a&ually  married  to  him.  She 
next  contrived,  by  her.  incanta¬ 
tions,  to  make  the  unfufpeCting  girl 
(Anderfon)  open  her  box,  contain¬ 
ing  clothes,  with  about  30/.  which 
next  morning  were  gone.  The  en- 
chantrefs  pretended  that  an  appa¬ 
rition  had  conveyed  them  to  De- 
vonfhire,  and  that  if  fhe  attempted 
tp  reveal  it,  fhe  would  be  turned 
into  a  fifh.  Terrified  by  this  idea, 
the  girl  actually  concealed  her  lofs 
for  eleven  weeks,  till  her  eyes 
were  opened  by  difcovering  that 
the  prifoner  had  been  fecretly  mar¬ 
ried  to  her  own  lover,  already 
mentioned.  The  prifoner  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  fraud,  and  was  com¬ 
mitted  for  trial.  Her  hufband  was 
held  to  bail. 

The  new  cut  on  the 
^  *  Union  Canal  from  Leicef- 

ter  to  Harborough  (through  Fox- 
ton)  was  opened  this  day.  Up¬ 
wards  of  10,000  perfons  were  pre- 
fent ;  and  a  fumptuous  entertain¬ 
ment  was  given  at  the  Angel  Inn, 
in  Harborough,  to  about  1 80  gen¬ 
tlemen  interefled  in  the  concern. 
Thus  have  the  Union  Canal  Com¬ 
pany,  after  a  period  of  fifteen 


years  from  its  commencement, 
finifhed  a  work  of  great  public  uti¬ 
lity.  Very  few  canals,  in  the  fame 
diftance,  have  had  to  encounter 
fuch  difficulties  in  the  courfe  of 
the  undertaking.  Nearly  200  feet 
of  lockage,  a  tunnel  more  than 
half  a  mile  in  length,  two  confi- 
derable  aquedudls,  other  large  em¬ 
bankments,  a  large  refervoir,  and 
feveral  hundred  yards  of  very  deep 
cutting,  have  been  completed. 

The  King  v.  Harper  and  , 
others . — The  nine  defend-  1  ^ 
ants  in  thefe  indictments,  for  riot- 
oufly  wounding  and  affaulting  Ann 
Izzard,  a  reputed  witch,  at  Great 
Paxton,  Huntingdonfhire,  were 
brought  up  to  receive  judgment, 
and  fentenced,  the  defendant 
Staughton,  to  two  months,  and 
the  other  defendants  to  one  month 
imprifonment  in  Huntingdon  gaol, 
and  to  find  fecurity  for  their  good 
behaviour  for  two  years,  them- 
felves  in  40/.  and  two  fecurittes  in 
20/.  each.  See  vol.  for  1808. 

Died.- — Mr.  Tagg,  an  artifl  of 
much  merit  in  the  etching  line. 

Paul  Sandby,  Efq.  a  cele-  -  , 
brated  artift.  *  * 


DECEMBER. 

This  day,  at  the  feffions, 
Hicks's  Hall,  a  cafe  of  un¬ 
common  profligacy  and  brutality 
was  determined.  The  profecutor 
was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vigoreux, 
of  the  king's  fervice ;  the  defend¬ 
ant,  a  fellow  of  the  name  of  Her- 
bert,  a  cotton  merchant,  refiding 
at  Dowgate  Hill.  The  profecutor 
refides  at  Chifwick,  was,  on  the 
25  th  of  May  laft,  on  horfeback, 
on  his  way  towards  London,  about 
the  dufk  of  the  evening,  and  on 
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the  proper  fide  of  the  road.  He 
was  overtaken  by  the  defendant, 
accompanied  by  two  other  perfons, 
in  a  gig,  and  fuddenly  found  both 
himfelf  and  his  horfe  lafhed  by 
the  thong  of  the  defendant’s  whip, 
accompanied  with  the  compliment 
of  “  Damn  you  and  your  horfe, 
why  don’t  you  get  out  of  the 
way  ?”  The  colonel  himfelf  has 
been  for  fome  time  crippled  in  one 
of  his  lower  limbs,  by  a  mulket 
ball  in  his  knee,  received  in  bat¬ 
tle,  and  not  yet  ex  traded ;  and 
his  horfe,  darting  at  the  blow, 
plunged  exceffively,  and  nearly 
unhorfed  his  rider ;  an  event 
which,  had  it  occurred,  might 
have,  ferioufty  endangered  his  life. 
The  defendant  drove  furioully  on, 
and  Colonel  Vigoreux  purfued.  He 
gave  the  defendant  his  addrefs,  and 
infilled  on  knowing  the  defendant’s, 
but  he  repeated  his  infolence,  and 
llruck  at  him  with  his  whip,  and 
refufed  to  tell  his  name.  At  length 
he  faid  his  name  was  Captain  Her¬ 
bert.  On  reaching  Kenfington- 
gate,  he  again  llruck  Colonel  Vi¬ 
goreux  with  his  whip ;  and  at  the 
gate  at  Hyde  Park  Corner  he  chal¬ 
lenged  him  to  fight  with  fills,  and 
attempted  to  drag  him  from  his 
horfe.  Colonel  Vigoreux  declined 
the  challenge,  telling  him  he  was 
difabled  by  a  mulket  fhot.  En¬ 
couraged  by  this  information,  Her¬ 
bert  faid,  “  Then  I’ll  give  you  a 
damned  good  licking,”  and  llruck 
the  colonel  on  the  head  and  Ihoul- 
ders,  remounted  his  gig,  and  drove 
furioully  off.  Colonel  Vigoreux 
at  length  purfued  him  into  cover 
under  a  gateway  at  Dowgate  Hill: 
Tired  with  ufing  the  thong  of  his 
whip,  Herbert  turned  the  handle, 
and  began  to  beat  him,  when  the 
£ioud  interfered,  and  refcued  him 


from  further  violence.  Verdid, 
Guilty :  Herbert  then  received  a 
fui  table  reproof,  and  was  fentenced 
to  pay  a  fine  of  50/.  and  to  fuffer 
three  months*  imprifonment  in 
Newgate. 

Mr .  Kempe  v.  the  Ren),  , 
Mr,  Wicks ,  in  the  Court  of  11  * 

Arches.— This  caufe  was  inflituted 
by  Mr.  Kempe,  a  gentleman  of 
Calvinillical  independence,  againft 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wicks,  redor  of  a 
parilh  in  Somerfetlhire,  for  re¬ 
filling  to  bury  a  child  belonging  to 
two  parifhioners,  on  the  ground 
of  the  child  having  been  baptized 
by  a  difienting  miniller.  It  was 
contended,  on  the  part  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wicks,  that  the  adminifter- 
ing  of  this  facrament  mull  be  per¬ 
formed  by  a  lawful  miniller  of  the 
ellablilhed  church  of  England, 
otherwife  fuch  baptifm  was  to  be 
confidered  as  null  and  void,  both 
by  the  ancient  and  modern  rubrics, 
canon  law,  and  various  other  au¬ 
thorities,  quoted  by  the  learned 
civilians  on  the  fubjed.  Sir  John 
Nicholl,  after  hearing  the  counfel 
on  behalf  of  the  promoter  of  the 
fuit,  was  of  opinion,  (after  enter¬ 
ing  at  confiderable  length  into  the 
various  authorities  upon  the  point 
in  quellion)  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wicks  had  millaken  the  law,  and 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  have  per¬ 
formed  the  ceremony ;  at  the  fame 
time  recommending,  as  this  fuit 
was  not  brought  by  Mr.  Kempe 
through  any  vindidive  fpirit,  but 
only  for  the  purpofe  of  determin¬ 
ing  the  right,  and  fetting  the 
quellion  at  reft,  that  he  would  be 
fatisfied  with  correditig  the  error, 
and  eftablilbing  the  right,  with¬ 
out  proceeding  any  farther  in  the 
caufe. 

Oxford  Election,— Che.  eledion 

of 
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of  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford  concluded  at  ten  o’clock 
on  Thurfday  night,  after  the  mod  , 
fevere  conteft  ever  experienced 
there.  The  number  were  as  fol¬ 
low  : — ■ 

For  Lord  Grenville  -  406 
Lord  Eldon  -  -  390 

Duke  of  Beaufort  -  288 

Lord  Grenville  was  therefore 
declared  duly  ele&ed,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  ?6  over  Lord  Eldon,  and 
of  1 1 8  over  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Tfiis  eie&ion  was  more  warmly 
cqqtefted  than  any  former  one  re¬ 
collected  in  Oxford.  So  great  a 
number  of  votes  were  never  before 
offered.  The  number  that  voted 
amounted  to  1084,  and  the  whole 
that  have  a  rio;ht  to  vote  amount 
only  to  1274.  There  remained 
therefore  only  1 90  perfons  who  did 
pot  vote  on  this  occafion.  All  the 
tjiifhops  who  have  a  vote  for  the 
ele&ion  of  chancellor  in  this  uni- 
verfity,  it  is  onderftood,  voted  for 
Lord  Grenville,  except  two,  who, 
it  is  reported,  voted  for  Lord  El¬ 
don. 


16th. 


Account  of  the  Riots  at 
Convent  Garden  Theatre . — > 
In  confequence  of  the  great  expence 
attending  the  building  of  the  new 
theatre,  the  proprietors  found  it 
neceffary  to  make  an  advance  in 
the  prices  of  admiffion.  The  whole 
rise,  however,  was  only  one  {hil¬ 
ling  on  the  boxes,  and  fixpence  on 
the  pit ;  the  half  price  for  the 
latter  remaining  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore,  as  well  as  the  prices  to  the 
galleries. 

The  intended  rife  had  no  fooner 
got  abroad,  than  the  people  in- 
iiantly  manifefted  a  fpirit  of  refin¬ 
ance  ;  and,  previous  to  the  opening 
of  the  theatre,  there  appeared  in 
different  newspapers  various  ad. 


vertifements,  paragraphs,  letters. 
See.  inciting  the  public  to  refill 
this  advance  of  prices,  and  tending 
to  produce  the  riotous  combina¬ 
tion  of  individuals,  for  the  pu^- 
pofe  of  carrying  that  object  into 
effect.  Accordingly,  on  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  theatre,  there  was  & 
great  number  of  people  colle&ed 
in  all  parts  qf  the  houfe,  who,  by 
their  noife  and  riotous  behaviour, 
by  barking,  Ihouting,  groaning, 
catcalls,  cries  of  off!  off!  old 
prices,  &c.  interrupted  the  per¬ 
formances,  or  at  any  rate,  render¬ 
ed  them  totally  inaudible.  A  croud 
of  people  alfo  affembled  on  the 
outlide,  a&uated  with  like  feel¬ 
ings  and  deligns.  This  noife  and 
riot  having  continued  with  fimilar 
or  increased  violence  for  five  fuc- 
ceffive  nights,  Mr.  Kemble  came 
forward  and  informed  the  houfe 
that  the  proprietors  had  refolved 
to  fiiut  up  the  theatre,  and  fubmit 
their  accounts  and  the  concerns  of 
the  houfe  to  the  infpeflion  of  a 
committee  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
refpe&ability,  who  ihould  report 
their  true  ffate  to  the  public.  This 
committee  con  lifted  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen  :  Alderman  Sir 
Charles  Price,  Bart.  M.  P.  Sir 
Thomas  Plomer,  Knt.  the  Solicitor 
General,  John  Sylvefter,  Efq.  the 
Recorder  of  the  city  of  London, 
John  Whitmore,  Efq.  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  John 
Julius  Angerftein,  Efq.  The  re¬ 
port  of  this  committee  was,  that 
the  rate  of  profit  a&ually  received 
upon  ah  average  of  the  laft  fix 
years,  commencing  in  1803  (the 
period  of  the  prefent  copartnerfhip 
in  the  theatre)  upon  the  capital 
embarked  therein,  amounted  to  fix 
and  three-eighths  per  cent,  per  an¬ 
num,  charging  the  concern  with 
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<mly  the  fum  actually  paid  for  in- 
fbrance  on  fuch  part  of  the  capital 
as  was  infured  ;  that  if  the  whole 
capital  had  been  infured,  the  profit 
would  have  been  reduced  to  little 
more  than  five  per  cent,  though  for 
want  of  this  full  infuranee,  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  being  in  part  their  own 
infurers,  fuftaineda  lofs  by  the  late 
fire,  for  which  no  compenfation  has 
been  made,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  the  whole  of  their  profits  for 
the  above  period  of  fix  years.*’  The 
report  farther  dated,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  fully  fatisfied,  that  the 
future  profits  of  the  new  theatre 
at  the  propofed  adyance  in  the 
prices  of  admiflion,  would  amount 
to  no  more  than  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  the  ca¬ 
pital  expended  in  the  theatre,  if 
the  fame  were  infured ;  and  that 
upon  the  fame  fuppofition  of  infur- 
ance,  at  the  former  prices  of  ad. 
million,  the  proprietors  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
annually  fufiain  a  lofs  of  nearly 
three-fourths  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  their  capital.’* 

Upon  this  report  being  made 
public,  the  queftion  arofe  whether 
the  common  intered  of  five  per 
cent,  was  or  was  not,  included  in 
theeftimate  of  profits ;  which  call¬ 
ed  forth  the  further  declaration, 
that  after  deducing  the  legal  inte- 
reft  of  five  per  cent,  on  their  capi¬ 
tal,  no  more  than  one  and  three* 
eighths  per  cent,  remained  to  the 
proprietors  for  their  whole  pro¬ 
fits.’  ’ 

Notwithfianding,  however,  the 
eommiifioners  were  men  of  bufinefs, 
ufed  to  accounts,  and  hence  not 
likely  to  be  deceived  themfelves, 
and  of  a  refpeCfability  which  feem* 
ed  to  preclude  the  prefumption  of 
their  deceiving  others,  their  re¬ 


port  was  very  far  from  proving 
fatisfaftory  to  the  public.  On  re¬ 
opening  the  theatre,  therefore,  the 
fame  difcordant  and  hideous  noifes 
were  refumed,  with  cries  of  u  Old 
prices;”  “  No  garbled  extra$s  to 
humbug  John  Bull,”  &c.  Pla¬ 
cards  alfo  of  like  tendency  were 
exhibited  in  various  parts  of  the 
houfe,  as, 

u  Mr.  Keruble  lower  your  prices  ;  for  ivo 
evafion 

Will  luit  JohuBullon  this  occafson.” 

And : 

44  John  Kemble,  let  yotir  monopoly 
ceale. 

And  then  raife  your  prices  ashighasycm 
pleafe.” 

No  private  boxes  for  intriguing,” 

44  A  long  pull,  a  ft  rang  pull,  tm-d  a  pull 
altogether  for  old  prices.” 

“  John  Bull,  be  very  bold  and  refo- 
lute  !  Never  depart  from  your  refoluuon, 
but  firmly  keep  your  aoily  ftation.” 

For  the  firfi;  two  or  three  nights 
after  the  re-opening,  thefe  diHu.rb- 
ances  began  at  the  commencement 
of  the  play;  but  afterwards,  the 
rioters  becoming  tired  of  paying 
the  full  price,  did  not  begin  till 
the  half  price,  and  there  feerned  to 
be,  if  not  an  exprefled,  at  leaf!  an 
underfiood  confpiracy,  for  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  the  propofed  object.  The 
inftruments  of  noife  and  uproar 
were  now  varied  and  multiplied, 
and  in  addition  to  laughing,  fudg¬ 
ing,  groaning,  & c.  we  had  an  ac¬ 
companiment  of  coachmen’s  horns 
and  trumpets,  duftman's  bells,  and 
watchmen's  rattles.  Many  came 
with  the  fymbolical  characters  of 
O.  P.  in  their  hats,  and  upon  their 
clothes,  forming  rings  and  making 
mock-fights  in  the  pit,  and  fome- 
times  pulhing  in  a  mafs ;  or  the 
whole  joined  in  the  notable  O.  P. 
Dance ,  as  it  was  called,  which  con- 
fifted  in  an  alternate  ftamping  of 
the  feet,  accompanied  with  the  re- 
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galar  cry  of  O.  P.  in  noify  and 
monotonous  cadence.  The  per¬ 
formances,  the  while,  confided 
merely  in  dumb  fhow  and  panto- 
mimical  reprefentation. 

The  proprietors  and  performers 
feem,  at  length,  to  have  been  wea¬ 
ried  out  by  this  vulgar  and  unceaf- 
ing  clamour  ;  they  loll  their  tem¬ 
per,  the  moil  ominous  of  all  Ioffes 
in  a  conteft  with  a  mob.  A  pu- 
giliftic  corps  was  imprudently  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  pit,  compofed 
principally  of  the  children  of  If- 
rael,  with  Dutch  Sam  at  their  head, 
and  a  body  of  conffables  armed 
with  ffaves  of  authority.  For  a- 
while  there  was  in  the  gallery  a 
delufive  calm  ;  but  as  the  curtain 
drew  up,  the  a&ors  were  faluted 
with  the  cuffomary  hiffes  and 
groans.  The  conffables  and  fight¬ 
ing  men,  however,  were  not  want¬ 
ing  in  a&ivity,  and  though  ftoutly 
oppofed,  they  had  before  half-play 
clearly  the  advantage.  But  when 
the  pit  began  to  fill,  the  yell  of 
horror  was  renewed,  and  in  five 
minutes,  a  hundred  fills  were 
clenched  in  favage  hoftility.  The 
people  were  exafperated  almoft  to 
frenzy,  at  the  idea'  that  brutal 
force  was  thus  employed  to  compel 
them  to  fubmiffion  ;  and  the  even¬ 
ing  clofed  in  unwonted  confufion. 

Thefe  difgraceful  tumults  at 
length  began  to  fubfide,  and  the 
peaceful  admirers  of  the  drama 
were  congratulated  on  a  profpeft 
of  returning  tranquillity,  when  an 
incident  occurred  which  rekindled 
thofe  flames  which  were  about  to 
be  extinguilhed.  Mr.  Clifford,  a 
barrifter  of  diftin&ion,  appeared 
in  the  pit,  with  the  letters  O.  P.  in 
his  hat,  and  was  faluted  by  the  fa¬ 
miliar  and  commendatory  addrefs, 
— ((  Here  comes  the  honed  coun- 


Tellor  !,s  and  way  was  made  forhim 
to  the  centre  of  the  pit.  Thus  en¬ 
couraged,  and,  as  it  was  thought, 
authorized,  the  people  again  gave 
free  fcope  to  their  clamour  :  and 
((  Old  Prices/’  and  u  Clifford  for 
ever,”  became  the  rallying  words 
of  the  night.  Brandon,  the  box- 
keeper,  got  Mr.  Clifford  appre¬ 
hended  as  a  rioter,  and  carried  be¬ 
fore  a  magiftrate  at  Bow-ftreet ;  by 
whom,  however,  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  difcharged.  Mr.  Clifford  now 
indidled  Brandon  for  an  affault  and 
falfe  imprifonment,  in  tyhich  in- 
diriment  Brandon  was  call.  When 
the  jury  came  in  with  their  verdift 
for  the  plaintiff,  a  burff  of  ap- 
plaufe  and  uproar  broke  forth  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  entirely  to  dis¬ 
regard  the  decorum  of  a  court  of 
juftice.  Cries  of  huzza  by  hun¬ 
dreds  at  once,  were  communicated 
like  ele&ricity  to  the  multitude  in 
the  open  hall,  and  echoed,  in  the 
inftant,  in  Palace-yard. 

In  confequence  of  the  iffue  of 
this  trial,  a  dinner  took  place  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern, 
Mr.  Clifford  in  the  chair,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  defend 
the  perfons  under  profecution  for 
the  like  condudl .  Thefe  fymptoms 
of  a  regular  organized  oppofition, 
added  to  the  late  decifion  of  the 
jury,  fhowed  the  proprietors  the 
neceflity  of  an  immediate  compro- 
mife ;  and  Mr.  Kemble  requeffed 
admiflion  to  the  meeting,  when  the 
following  refolutions  were  agreed 
upon  :  That  the  boxes  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  at  7 s.  that  the  pit  fhould  be 
lowered  to  the  old  price,  3s.  6d» 
and  that  the  tier  of  private  boxes 
(the  tier  of  boxes  in  the  front  of 
the  houfe)  fhould  be  thrown  open 
and  reftored  to  the  public  at  the 
end  of  the  prefent  feafon  ;  and  that 

all 
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all  profecutions  on  both  Tides 
fhould  be  flopped.’*  The  people, 
however,  would  not  be  Tatisfied, 
without  the  difmiffal  of  Brandon, 
who  had  difplayed  a  zeal  and  acti¬ 
vity  (and  it  mufl  be  owned,  not 
without  malignity)  in  the  caufe  of 
his  employers,  which  was  not  to  be 
forgiven.  This  demand  was  alfo 
complied  with.  But  a  fupplicatory 
letter  from  Brandon  procured  his 
reinflatement  in  office,  and  the  cuf- 
tomary  routine  is  reflored. 

,  Curious  caufe,- — The  King 

V.  the  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Holderneffe. — The  curious  fuit 

between  the  crown  and  — — - 

Conflable,  Efq.  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Holderneffe,  in  Yorkfhire,  is  at 
length  determined  ;  it  is  of  much 
importance  to  lords  of  manors  on 
the  fea-coaft. 

A  calk  of  wine  was  floated  on 
fhore  on  the  coafl  of  the  manor  of 
Holderneffe.  The  coafl-bailiff,  and 
fome  cuflom-houfe  officers,  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  Granger's  arrival,  went 
immediately  to  pay  a  complimen¬ 
tary  vifit ;  the  officers  laid  hold  of 
one  end  of  the  cafk,  and  faid, 
i(  this  belongs  to  the  king  the 
bailiff  laid  hold  of  the  other  end, 
and  faid  that  it  belonged  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  Say  the  offi¬ 
cers,  fC  it  is  fmuggled,  it  has  not 
paid  the  port  duty;**  faid  the 
bailiff,  (S  I  think  it  is  Madeira 
The  officers  fmiled  at  the  honefl 
man’s  blunder,  and  explained,  they 
meant  the  duty  on  wine  imported  ; 
fays  the  bailiff,  t(  it  has  been  in 
no  port,  it  has  come  by  itfelf  on 
the  beach.*’  Both  parties  re¬ 
mained  inflexible  :  and  the  officers 
having,  after  grave  confultation, 
determined,  that  the  bailiff  could 
not  drink  the  cafk  of  wine  whilft 
they  went  to  their  cuflom-houfe 
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at  a  fhort  diflance  for  advice,  pro- 
pofed  the  wine  fhould  be  put  into 
a  fmail  hut  ;  but  the  bailiff  think¬ 
ing  it  fafer  within  the  lord’s  im¬ 
mediate  jurifdiCtion,  in  the  mean 
time  removed  it  to  the  cellar 
of  the  baronial  chateau.  The 
officers  returned  on  this  :  (( Oh, 
ho  I**  faid  they,  “  now  we  have 
you  ;  the  wine  is  ours  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpofes,  as  it  has  been 
removed  ^without  a  permit.’* — Says 
the  bailiff,  “  if  I  had  not  re¬ 
moved  the  wine  without  a  permit, 
the  fea  would  the  next  tide.” 
((  Then,*’  quoth  the  officers,  Ci the 
fea  would  have  been  put  into  the 
court  of  exchequer.*’  The  bailiff 
fhut  the  great  hall-door  in  their 
faces. 

The  lord  was  exchequered ;  that 
is,  the  attorney-general  filed  his 
information  againfl  him  ;  lawyers 
learned  were  engaged  on  both 
fides  ;  the  crown  lawyers  faid  the 
officers  were  certainly  right ;  the 
lord’s  lawyers  faid  he  certainly 
was. 

The  caufe  came  on  at  York 
affizes,  and  the  noife  it  made  was 
as  great  as  the  contefled  election 
there.  All  the  wine-bibbing 
lords  of  manors  in  that  and  the 
adjoining  counties  were  prefent, 
and  the  court  was  confequently 
very  much  crowded.  A  fpecial 
verdift  was  found,  which  left 
the  queflion  for  the  determination 
of  the  court  of  exchequer. 

It  came  on  to  be  argued.  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverley’s  di&um,  that 
iC  a  great  deal  may  be  faid  on 
both  Tides,”  was  demonftrated  to 
the  fulleft  extent,  by  the  long- 
robed  band  of  wordy  combatants 
engaged  by  the  crown  and  the 
lord  of  the  manor. 

The  court  took  time  to  delibe¬ 
rate  ; 
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rate  ;  and  on  the  laft  day  of  laft 
term,  pronounced  judgment  that 
it  was  a  cafe  which  the  a<fl  re¬ 
quiring  permits  for  the  removal 
of  wine  did  not  embrace,  the  ad 
only  alluding  to  wine  which  had 
paid  duty  ;  that  from  the  cafe  in 
Vaughan,  it  was  clear,  that  wine 
to  be  liable  to  duty  mnft  be  im¬ 
ported  ;  that  wine,  as  Vaughan 
faid,  could  not  be  imported  by 
itfelf,  and  mull  be  by  the  agency 
of  fome  one  elfe  ;  and  that  it  was 
in  that  cafe  determined,  that  wine 
wrecked  could  not  be  fubjed  to 
duty.  The  lord  keeps  the  wine, 
and  will  have  to  pay  an  enor¬ 
mous  bill  of  cofts  for  the  defence 
of  his  rights,  as  in  informations 
by  the  attorney -general,  though 
the  verdid  is  with  the  defendant, 
he  does  not  get  his  cofts.  John 
Bull  will,  (but  hold,  we  have  juft 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  At¬ 
torney)— and  the  counfel  who 
were  in  the  caufe  fay,  in  their 
opinion,  it  was  one  of  the  beft 
calks  of  wine  which  ever  reached 
the  Englifh  coaft. 

,  The  Harlequin  Hoop  of 
'  *  war,  having  under  convoy 

twenty-three  fail  of  fhips,  failed 
on  the  5th  inftant,  from  Plymouth. 
Laft  night  the  wind  blew  ftrong 
from  the  fouth-weft,  with  a  heavy 
fwell  ;  and  it  being  very  dark, 
the  Harlequin,  with  the  fix  head- 
moft  (hips,  ran  alhore  in  Seaford- 
bay  at  five  minutes  before  four. 
Signals  of  diftrefs  were  fired,  and 
a  number  of  Iky-rockets,  &c.  ex¬ 
ploded  by  the  convoy.  xThe  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  fleet  now  hauled 
their  wind,  and  with  difficulty 
cleared  Beachy-head.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Seaford  and  Nevv- 
haven  were  prevented  from  ren¬ 
dering  much  affi (lance  by  the  ex¬ 


treme  hazinefs  of  the  morning* 
At  day. break  the  feene  was  fuch 
as  can  hardly  be  deferibed  ;  fix  of 
the  vefiels  were  lying  clofe  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  other  was  under 
the  high  cliff,  about  half  a  mile 
to  the  eaft.  Between  fix  and 
feven  part  of  the  crews  were  got 
on  fiiore,  others  were  floating  on 
rafts,  See.  until  fo  completely  ex- 
haufted  that  the  waves  wafhed 
them  off,  and  they  perifhed.  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  veffels  were  com¬ 
pletely  dallied  to  pieces.  Thirty- 
two  perfons  loft  their  lives.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the 
(hips  which  were  loft  :  the  Wey¬ 
mouth,  four  of  her  crew  loft  j 
February,  fourteen  loft  ;  Metbe- 
dacht,  all  loft  ;  Traveller  brig, 
Albion  fchooner,  and  Unice,  crews 
all  faved. 

The  following  was  the  amount 
of  the  Britifti  naval  force,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year.  At  fea,  ninety- 
one  fhips  of  the  line  ;  ten  from 
fifty  to  forty-four  guns ;  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen  frigates  ;  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  floops  and 
yachts  ;  fix  bombs  and  firefhips  ; 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  brigs  ^ 
twenty-nine  cutters ;  eighty-five 
fchooners,  gun-veffels,  luggers. 
Sec.  Total  620.  In  port  and 
fitting,  twenty-nine  of  the  line 
nine  from  fifty  to  forty-four  guns  j 
fifty-one  frigates ;  thirty-one  Hoops 
and  yachts  ;  four  bombs.  Sec.  j 
thirty-two  brigs  ;  feven  cutters  ; 
feventeen  fchooners,  Sec.  Total 
180.  Guajd-fhips,  hofpital -fhips, 
prifon-fhips,  &c.  thirty-five  of  the 
line  ;  eleven  from  fifty  to  forty - 
four  guns  ;  thirteen  frigates  ;  five 
floops,  &c.  ;  one  bomb  ;  three 
brigs ;  one  cutter  ;  two  fchooners. 
Total  710  In  ordinary  and  re¬ 
pairing,  fixty  of  the  line  ;  fixteen 
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from  fifty  to  forty-four  guns  ; 
fifty-three  frigates ;  twenty-eight 
Hoops,  &c.  ;  feven  bombs,  &c. ; 
fixteen  brigs  ;  one  cutter  ;  feven 
fchoopers,  &c.  Total  1 88.  Build¬ 
ing,  forty-five  of  the  line;  twenty- 
three  frigates ;  four  floops,  8cc. 
Total  72.  Grand  total  1 1 3 1. 

The  following  is  a  flatement  of  the 
frong  Beer  brewed  by  the  twelve 
firjl  HoufeSy  from  July  5,  1809, 
to  January  5,  1810. 


Barrels. 

*  Meux  and  Co.  -  100,222 

Barclay  and  Co.  -  86,347 

Truman  and  Co.  56,033 

Whitbread  and  Co.  47,669 
H.  Meux  and  Co.  42,393 
Brown  and  Parry  39,573 

F.  Calvert  and  Co.  36,745 

Combe  and  Co.  -  34s  473 

Goodwyn  and  Co.  28,330 

Elliott  and  Co.  -  21,555 

Taylor  -  »  20,923 


Charrington  and  Co.  16,295 

,g  k  Died.— At  Glafonby, 

*  aged  110,  Mary  Dowdes- 

well,  a  mendicant. 

,  Alexander  Adam,  LL.D. 

20  1  *  redfor  of  the  High  School, 

Edinburgh,  and  author  of  feveral 

valuable  publications. 

Tiberius  Cavallo,  Efq. 
26th.  D  - 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1809. 

Jan.  2,  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Herbert  Gardiner,  of  a 
fon. 

10.  Countefs  Oxford,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Courtney 
Boyle,  of  a  daughter. 
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16.  The  Lady  of  William 
Aftell,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 
daughter. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Winn,  of 
a  fon. 

29.  The  Countefs  of  Errol,  of 

a  daughter. 

30.  Lady  Caroline  Lambe,  of 

a  daughter. 

Feb.  1.  The  Countefs  of  Loudon 
and  Moira,of  a  daughter. 
The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
J.  Vaughan,  M.  P®  of  a, 
daughter.  * 

5.  Lady  Grantham,  of  a 

daughter. 

6.  Lady  Monfon,  of  a  fon 

and  heir. 

10.  Lady  Louvaine,  of  a 
daughter. 

14.  Countefs  of  Enniikillen,  of 
a  fon. 

2o.  Vifcountefs  Grimfton,  of 
a  fon  and  heir. 

The  Lady  of  Lord  Chief 
Baron  O’ Grady,  of  a 
daughter. 

Mar.  3.  Vifcountefs  Glentworth, 
of  a  fon  and  heir, 
Countefs  of  Cork,  of  a  fon. 
The  Lady  of  Sir  H.  C. 
Montgomery,  Bart,  of  a. 
fon. 

5.  Lady  Augufta  Leith,  of  a 
fon. 

9.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  W.  Whar¬ 
ton,  of  a  fon® 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  H. 
Lafcelles,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  Lady  of  W.  Caven- 
difh,  Efq.  M,  P.  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Lady  of  T.  B.  Leth¬ 
bridge,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 
daughter. 


*  This  is  the  greateft  quantity  ever  brewed  within  the  above  period  in  any  one 
brewery. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Series.  [£  e]  they 
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The  Lady  of  Lord  Ar¬ 
thur  Somerfet,  of  a 
fon. 

The  Lady  of  W.  S. 
Bourne,  Efq.  M.  F.  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Lady  of  C.  Taylor, 
Efq.  M.  P.  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

'  The  Hon,  Mrs.  Kennedy, 
of  two  daughters. 

Vj.  Lady  Waterpark,  of  a 
daughter. 

25.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
E.  J.  Tumour,  of  a 
daughter. 

Countefs  of  Pembroke,  of 
a  daughter. 

The  Lady  of  Colonel 
Clephane,  M.  P.  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Wode- 
houfe,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  Kenfington,  of  a 
fon. 

jAjtfil  2.  Lady  Elizabeth  Bricken- 
don,  of  a  fon. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  F.  Stan¬ 
ley,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

6.  The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  John- 

hone,  Bart.  of  a  fon. 

7.  Lady  Amelia  Laye,  of  a 

daughter. 

8.  The  Lady  of  Philip  Fran¬ 

cis,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 
daughter. 

I  J.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Pelham, 
of  a  fon. 

1 6.  The  Lady  of  General  F. 
Dun  das,  of  a  fon. 

'  22.  Countefs  Selkirk,  of  a 
fon  and  heir. 

30.  Hon.  Mrs.  Hugh  Percy, 
of  a  daughter- 
The  Lady  of  Sir  C.  E. 
Nightingale,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  Lady  of  Ht  R«  Col- 


borne,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 

daughter. 

Lady  Haywood,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Cocke¬ 
rell,  of  a  fon. 

May  3.  Vifcountefs  Hereford,  of 
a  fon. 

4.  The  Lady  of  the  Rev.  Sir 
C.  Anderfon,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter. 

9.  The  Lady  of  George 
Smith,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 
fon. 

37.  Countefs  Grey,  of  a  fon. 

19.  The  Lady  of  the  Right 

Hon.  R,  P.  Carew,  of 
a  daughter. 

20.  Countefs  de  Mefnard,  of 

a  fon. 

25.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 

Dyke  Acland,  of  a 
fon 

Lady  Charlotte  Goold,  of 
a  fon. 

31.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Stephen- 
fon,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  Lucy  Caffan,  of  2 
fon. 

June  6.  Lady  Mofley,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

9.  Hon.  Mrs.  J.  Palmer,  of 
a  fon. 

13.  Lady  Caroline  Stewart 

Wortley,  df  a  daughter. 

14.  Countefs  of  Albemarle,  of 

a  fon. 

16.  Lady  EHenborough,  of 
her  7th  fon  and  13th 
child. 

21.  Lady  Andover,  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  Harriet  Bagof,  of  a 

fon. 

23.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

John  Browne,  of  a  fon. 

26.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Robert 

Williams,  Bart.  M.  P. 
of  a  fon. 


30.  The 
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50.  The  March ionefs  of  Ta- 
viftock,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  I.  F.  Tur¬ 
ner,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 
,  daughter. 

July  1.  The  Lady  of  Sir  C.  M. 
Burrell,  of  a  fon. 

8.  Lady  Jane  Taylor,  of  a 

fon. 

9.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Bagot,  of 

a  daughter. 

32.  Countefs  Craven,  of  a  fon. 
The  Countefs  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  of  a  daughter. 

23.  The  Countefs  of  Dalkeith, 
of  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  Louifa  Atherley,  of 

a  daughter. 

19.  Vifcountefs  St.  Afaph,  of 

a  daughter. 

20.  Vifcountefs  Monck,  of  a 

daughter. 

2 1 .  The  duchefs  of  Richmond, 

of  a  daughter,  being  the 
14th  child. 

23.  The  Countefs  of  Abing¬ 
don,  of  a  daughter. 

Aug.  10.  Lady  Bagot,  of  a  daugh« 
ter. 

12.  Lady  Cranfloun,  of  a 
fon  and  heir. 

t8.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
W.  Smith,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 

39.  Lady  Eliaabeth  Talbot, 
of  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Malfarene,  of 
a  fon. 

Vifcountefs  D  uncannon, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  Lady  of  S.  R.  Lulb- 
ington,  Efq.  M.  P.  of  a 
daughter. 

Lady  W.  Beauclerc,  of  a 
daughter. 

Sept.  2.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

P.  R.  D.  Burrell,  of  a 
daughter. 


4,  Lady  Elisabeth  Norman^, 
of  a  daughter. 

I-O.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon, 
and  Rev,  T.  De  Grey, 
of  a  daughter. 

Oft.  2.  Vifcountefs  Primrofe,  of  a 
fon. 

4.  Her  Pruffian  Majefly,  of 

a  fon. 

Lady  Jane  Hendon,  of  a 
fon. 

5.  Lady  Gertrude  Sloane,  of 

a  fon  and  daughter. 

1 1.  Lady  Sinclair,  of  a  fon. 
ij.  Lady  Grace  Gore,  of  a 

daughter. 

18.  Lady  Mulgrave,  of  a 
fon. 

27.  The  Lady  of  Sir  R„ 
Phillips,  of  a  daughter. 
Countefs  of  Harrowby, 
of  a  fon. 

2$.  Lady  A r undell,  of  a 
daughter. 

3 1 .  The  Lady  of  Sir  George 
Bowyer,  Bart  of  a 
daughter. 

Lady  of  Lieut. -General 
the  Hon.  F.  St.  John,  of 
a  fon. 

Lady  Robert  Kerr,  of  a 
fon. 

Nov.  6.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Simpfon, 
of  a  fon. 

7.  Lady  Holland,  of  a  fon, 

1 6.  Lady  Mafham,  of  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

17.  Lady  Ducie,  of  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Codrington, 
of  a  daughter. 

24.  The  Lady  of  H.  Bonham, 
Efq.  M.  P.  of  a  fona 
Lady  Sondes,  of  a  fon. 
Dec.  10.  Lady  Catherine  Forref- 
ter,  of  a  daughter. 

12.  Lady  Keith,  of  a  daugh¬ 

ter, 

[£  e  2]  15  Vifcountefs 
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j£.  Vifcountefs  Alhbrooke  of 
a  daughter. 

17.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  W,  Herbert,  of 
a  daughter. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Little- 
hales,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Moncketon,  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  Morpeth,  of  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  Robert  Fitzgerald, 
of  a  fon. 

Vifcountefs  Anfon,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Countefs  of  Manf- 
field,  of  a  fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Holland, 
of  a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1 809. 

Jan.  3.  Hon.  D.  P.  Bouverie,  to 
Mifs  L.  May. 

9.  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  Bart, 
to  Lady  M.  A.  Browne. 

18.  James  Drummond,  Efq. 
to  Lady  A.  S.  Murray. 

Feb.  13.  Rev.  Dr.  Werninck,  to 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Wynn. 

The  Hon.  W.  Elliot,  to 
Mifs  A’Court. 

16.  Sir  A.  Paget,  to  Lady 
Augufta  Fane,  late  wife 
©f  Lord  Boringdon,  from 
whom  (he  was  divorced 
©n  the  34th. 

Sir  Edward  Synge,  to 
Mifs  Welch. 

Captain  Harvey,  to  Lady 
Honoria  Woodgate. 

Mar.  2.  Hon.  and  Rev.  J,  St. 

Leger,  to  Mifs  Wil¬ 
liams. 

6.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  fon  of 
Lord  H.  Fitzgerald,  to 
Mifs  Ford. 

9.  Lieut. -Colonel  Townf- 


end,  to  Mifs  Scott,  only 
daughter  of  Sir  William 
Scott. 

13.  Lord  Vifcount  Bernard, 

to  Mary,  daughter  of  the 
Archbiihop  of  Cafhel. 
21.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Edward 
Grey,  to  Mifs  C.  Crofts. 
April  10.  Lord  Gardner,  to  the 
Hon.  Charlotte  Smith. 
23.  Fofter  CunlifFe,  Efq.  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Crewe. 
May  2.  Marfham  El  wine,  Efq.  to 
Lady  Brograve. 

4.  Hon.  Captain  Gardner,  to 
Mifs  Straubenzee. 

6.  Captain  James,  to  Lady 

F.  Hay. 

8.  Vifcount  Hinton,  to  the 
filler  of  Mrs.  Farquhar- 
fon. 

W.  Milner,  Efq.  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  W.  Milner, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  H.  Ben- 
tinck. 

17.  The  Hon.  George  Lamb, 
to  Mademoifelle  Caro, 
line  St.  Jules. 

June  1.  Sir  H.  V.  Darell,  to 
Mifs  Becher. 

Vifcount  Chabot,  to  Lady 
Ifabella  Fitzgerald. 

14.  H.  Gwynne,  Efq.  to  the 

Hon.  G.  M.  Devereux. 
29.  Sir  Thomas  Ramfay,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Steele. 

Hon.  Rear-Admiral  Stop- 
ford,  to  Mifs  Mary  Fan- 
(hawe. 

July  3.  J.  P.  Ballard,  Efq.  M. 

P.  to  Mifs  J.  A.  Mar- 
'  tin. 

C.  N.  Noel,  Efq.  M.  P. 
to  Mifs  Welman. 

7.  Sir  A.  O.  Molesworth, 

Bart,  to  Mifs  Brown. 
11.  T.  H.  Farquhar,  Efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  W. 

Farquhar, 


8 
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Farquhar,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Sybilla  Rockliffe. 

13.  Sir  G.  Rumbold,  to  Mifs 
E.  Parky  ns. 

31.  Lambert  Blair,  Efq.  to 
the  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  late  General  Stop* 
ford. 

Aug,  7.  Sir  H.  Mildmay,  to  Mifs 
Bouverie. 

23.  Lord  Boringdon,  to  Mifs 
Talbot. 

P.  E,  Earle,  Efq.  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  J  ames  Earle, 
to  Mifs  Kempe. 

Sept*  19.  The  Hon,  E«  Harbord, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Ver¬ 
non. 

29.  The  Hon.  Charles  French, 

to  Mifs  M.  Browne. 

Od.  4.  Hon.  S.  H.  Ongley,  to 
Mifs  Monox. 

ii9  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  to 
Lady  Rumbold. 

The  Duke  of  Devonlhire, 
to  Lady  Elizabeth  Forf- 
ter. 

21.  Booth  Grey,  Efq,  to 
Lady  Sophia  Grey. 

23.  Johnt Henry  Ley,  Efq.  to 
Lady  Frances  Dorothy 
Hay,  fecond  daughter 
of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Tweddale. 

E.  J.  Smythe,  Efq.  only 
fon  of  Sir  E.  S.  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Bellew. 

30.  Edward  Ellice,  Efq.  to 

Lady  Anne  Bettefworth. 

16.  Vifcount  Bernard,  to  Lady 
Sophia  Poulett. 

The  Earl  of  Lindfay,  to 
Mifs  Layard. 

25.  Lord  Hamilton,  to  Mifs 
Douglas. 

-  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  to 
the  Princefs  Amelia  ol 
Sicily, 


29.  Lieut.-Colonel  Egerton, 
to  Mifs  Trowbridge. 

Dec.  16.  Sir  Brooke  W.  Bridges, 
Bart.  to  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Hawley,  Bart. 

24.  Lord  Granville  Levefon 
Gower,  to  Lady  Harriet 
Cavendifti. 


PROMOTIONS  for  the  Year 
1809. 

Queen's  Palace ,  January  4. 
Henry  Bentinck,  Efq.  fworn  go¬ 
vernor  and  commander- in.  chief  of 
the  fettlements  of  Demerara  and 
EfTequibo.  Charles  Bentinck,  Efq. 
fworn  governor  and  commander, 
in-chief  of  Surinam, 

Admiralty  Office ,  January  7^ 
Cuthbert  Lord  Collingwood,  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red,  appointed 
major-general  of  his  Majefty’s 
royal  marine  forces,  vice  Lord 
Gardner,  deceafed. 

Whitehall ,  January  7.  Henry 
Clements  Thompfon,  Efq.  a  com¬ 
mander  in  the  royal  navy,  per¬ 
mitted  to  wear  the  infignia  of  the 
royal  Swedifh  military  order  of 
the  fword,  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  King  of  Sweden,  for  his  fer~ 
vices  in  the  engagement  with 
the  Ruffian  fleet  in  the  gulf  of 
Finland,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft 
laft.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Auchitel 
Grey,  M.  A.  appointed  to  the 
twelfth  prebend  of  Durham,  void 
by  the  tranilation  of  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter  to  the  fee  of  Ely. 

Foreign  Office,  January,  20.  Jo- 
feph  Charles  Mellifh,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Majefty’s  conful  in 
the  territory  of  Louifiana.  An¬ 
drew  Snape  Douglas,  Efq.  to  be 
his  Majefty’s  fecretary  of  lega- 
[£,3]  tion 
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tion  to  the  court  of  his  Sicilian 
majefty. 

Carlton  Houfs^  January  21.  Rev* 
Henry  Whitfield,  D.  D.  appointed 
(by  the  Prince  of  Wales)  one  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs’s  chaplains  in 
ordinary. 

Whitehall ,  January  28.  Janies, 
Earl  of  Hopetoun,  created  a  ba¬ 
ron  of  the  united  kingdom,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Hopetoun,  of 
Hopetoun,  county  of  Linlith¬ 
gow. 

'  Downing  Street ,  January  30. 
Brigadier-general  the  Hon.  Charles 
William  Stewart,  appointed  go¬ 
vernor  of  Fort  Charles,  in  the 
liland  of  Jamaica,  noice  Smith,  de¬ 
ceas'd . 

Queen9  s  Palace^  February  6. 
Dr.'  Chriltopher  Robinfon,  his 
Majefty ’s  advocate-general  [no ice 
Nichol,  refigned),  knighted. 

Foreign  Office ,  February  6. 
Charles  Oakeley,  Efq,  appointed 
his  Majefty’s  Secretary  of  lega¬ 
tion  to  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

Foreign  Office ,  February  7.  Mr. 
John  Hawker,  approved  (by  his 
Majefty)  as  Sicilian  vice-conful  at 
Plymouth. 

Whitehall February  18.  Rev. 
Charles  Talbot,  B.  D.  prefented 
to  the  deanery  of  Sarum,  mice 
Ekins,  deceafed. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  March  1.  John 
Lord  Brownlow,  fworn  lord-lieut. 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  mice  the 
Duke  of  Ancafter,  deceafed. 
Owen  Ellis,  Efq.  of  Eyton,  to  be 
fherifF  of  the  county  of  Flint,  mice 
Peat. 

Queen  s  Palace ,  March  iS.  John 
Mytten,  Efq.  of  Penylan,  to  be 
fherifF  of  the  county  of  Mont¬ 
gomery,  mice  Edwards.  William 


Griffith,  Efq.  of  Bodegroes,  to  be 
fheriff  of  the  county  of  Caernar¬ 
von,  mice  Parry. 

Whitehall ,  March  18.  Rev. 
William  Carey,  D.  D.  appointed 
a  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  void 
by  the  promotion  of  Dr.  WTalker 
King  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter. 

Whitehall ,  March  21.  Rev. 
George  Gretton,  D.  D.  recom¬ 
mended  (by  his  Majefty’s  letter) 
to  be  elected  dean  of  Hereford, 
mice  Leigh,  deceafed. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  March  2  2. 
Right  Hon.  General  Sir  David 
Dundas,  K.  B.  fworn  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  molt  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil. 

Whitehall ,  March  25'.  Right 
Hon.  General  Sir  David  Dundas, 
K.  B.  appointed  commander-in¬ 
chief  of  all  his  Majefty’s  land 
forces  in  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  mice 
the  Duke  of  York,  refigned.  Ro¬ 
bert  Moorfom,  Efq.  appointed  one 
of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty,  mice  Captain  Hope,  re¬ 
figned.  Rev.  George  Gordon, 
B.D.  appointed  dean  of  Exeter, 
mice  Talbot,  refigned.  Rev.  Jo- 
feph  Mends,  B.A.  prefented  to 
the  redory  of  Aller,  county  of 
Somerfet,  void  by  the  promotion 
of  Dr.  King  to  the  fee  of  Ro¬ 
chefter.  Rev.  Robert  Holdsworth, 
M.A.  prefented  to  the  vicarage  of 
Brixham,  county  of  Devonlhire, 
mice  Fownes,  deceafed. 

Whitehall,  March  28.  Sir  Da¬ 
vid  Baird,  Knt.  lieutenant-general 
ol  his  Majefty ’s  land  forces, 
created  a  baronet  of  the  united 
kingdom  ;  with  remainder  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Baird,  Efq,  of  Newbyth, 
Ealt  Lothian,  his  brother. 

Whitehall \  April  1,  Sir  Samuel 

Hood, 
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Hood,  K.  B.  rear-admiral  of  the 
white,  created  a  baronet  of  the 
united  kingdom  ;  with  remainder 
to  his  nephew,  Alexander  Hood, 
Efq.  Rev.  Gerald  Valerian  YVel- 
lefley,  M.  A.  prefented  to  the 
vicarage  of  Weft  Ham,  Eflex,  vice 
Dr.  Gregory,  deceafed. 

Whitehall ,  April  4.  Francis 
Lord  Napier,  appointed  high  com- 
miftioner  to  the  general  aftembly 
of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

Whitehall ,  April  8.  Archibald 
Campbell,  Efq.  appointed  a  lord 
of  feftion  in  Scotland,  vice  Sir 
William  Nairn,  Bart,  refigned. 

Queen’s  Palace,  April  1 2.  Sir 
Hugh  Elliot,  fworn  captain-gene¬ 
ral  and  governor-in-chief  of  his 
Majefty’s  Leeward  Caribbee 
jllands,  in  America. 

Whitehall ,  April  21.  J.  Sedg¬ 
wick,  J.  Jackfon,  and  S.  Rofe, 
Efqrs..  appointed  commiffioners  of 
excife  in  Scotland,  vice  J.  Stod. 
dart,  R.  Graham,  Efqrs.  and  Sir 
J.  Stuart,  Bart,  refigned. 

Downing  Street,  April  27? 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lachlan  Mac- 
quarrie,  of  the  73rd  foot,  ap-r 
pointed  governor  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  fettlement  of  New 
South  Wales  and  its  dependen? 
cies. 

Foreign  Office,  April  29,  The 
Marquis  Welleftey,  K.  P.  ap- 
pointed  ambaftador-extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  to  his  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  ; 
and  to  refide  in  that  character  at 
the  feat  of  the  central  or  fupreme 
junta  in  Spain.  Frederic  Linde, 
man,  Efq.  to  be  conful  to  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Batavia,  in  the  Portu- 
guefe  dominions  in  South  Ame¬ 
rica.  John  Lempriere,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  conlul  to  the  province  of 
Pernambuco*  in  the  faid  dominions. 
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Henry  Veitch,  Efq.  to  be  agent 
and  conful-general  in  the  iftands  of 
Madeiras. 

Whitehall ,  May  6.  Michael 
Seymour,  Efq.  of  High  Mount, 
county  of  Cork,  and  of  Friery 
Park,  county  of  Devonlhire, 
created  a  baronet  of  the  united 
kingdom. 

Foreign  Office ,  May  8.  Robert 
Adair,  Efq.  appointed  ambalfador- 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary 
at  the  Sublime  Ottoman  Porte ; 
and  Stratford  Canning,  Efq.  to 
be  fecretary  to  that  embaffy. 

Downing  Street ,  May  1 3% 
Lieutenant-General  Edward  Mor- 
rifon,  appointed  commander  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces  in  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica  and  its  dependencies. 

Foreign  Office ,  May  2 6.  Fran¬ 
cis  James  Jackfon,  Efq.  appointed 
envoy-extraordinary  and  minifter- 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States  of  America 

Whitehall ,  May  27.  Right  Rev. 
John  Randolph,  bifhop  of  Bangor, 
recommended  by  conge  d'elire  to 
the  fee  of  London,  vice  Porteus, 
deceafed.  James  Clerk,  Efq.  ad¬ 
vocate,  appointed  one  of  the  ba¬ 
rons  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in 
Scotland,  vice  Cockburn,  refign¬ 
ed  ;  and  William  Rae,  Efq.  to  be 
fheriff-depute  of  the  (hire  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  vice  Clerk,  refigned. 

War  Office ,  May  30.  Lieut.. 
General  David  Douglas,  lieut.- 
colonel  of  the  1  8th  foot,  appointed 
governor  of  Tynemouth,  vice 
Rains  ford,  deceafed. 

Whitehall ,  June  6.  William 
Erlkine,  Efq.  advocate,  to  be 
fheriff-depute  of  the  fhire  of  Ork¬ 
ney  and  Zetland,  vice  Rae,  re¬ 
figned.  Sir  George  Rupert,  Knt.  „ 
Ambrofe  Serle,  James  Bowen, 
Efqrs,  the  Hon.  John  Douglas, 

! \C  s  4]  John. 
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John  Harnefs,  M.  D.  and  the 
Hon.  Courtenay  Boyle,  appointed 
commiffioners  for  condu&ing  the 
tranfport  fervice,  for  the  care  of 
fick  and  wounded  feamen,  and  for 
the  care  and  cuftody  of  prifoners 
of  war. 

Foreign  Office,  June  7.  Robert 
Fagan,  Efq.  appointed  conful  at 
Sicily  and  Malta. 

Downing  Street ,  June  10.  Ma¬ 
jor-General  the  Hon.  John  Bro- 
drick,  appointed  governor  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  illand 
of  Martinique.  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Edward  Morrifon,  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  of  the  illand  of 
Jamaica,  and  commander  of  the 
forces  on  the  Jamaica  ftation. 

Foreign  Office ,  June  10.  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Frere,  Efq.  appointed 
fecretary  to  his  Majefty  *s  em- 
balfy  in  Spain. 

Foreign  Office ,  June  17.  Mr. 
Emanuel  Viale,  approved  (by  his 
Majefty)  as  his  Sicilian  ma jelly's 
conful  at  Gibraltar. 

Whitehall ,  June  20.  Hon.  Hen? 
ry  Sedley,  appointed  gentleman 
and  mailer  of  his  Majefty 's  robes, 
vice  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  re- 
figned. 

St.  James's,  June  24.  Edmund 
Phelps,  Efq.  appointed  lieutenant 
of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  vice 
Garrick,  religned. 

Whitehall ,  July  1.  Right  Hon. 
Granville  Levefon  Gower  (com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Granville  Le¬ 
vefon  Gower)  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty 's  fecretary  at  war,  vice  Pul- 
teney,  refigned. 

Whitehall,  July  1 1.  Right  Hon. 
Dudley  Baron  Harrowby,  and 
Right  Hon.  John  Baron  Teign- 
mouth,  appointed  commiffioners 
for  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  India  ;  the  former  vice  Dundas 


Saunders  (prelident),  the  latter 
vice  Johnftone. 

Whitehall ,  July  15.  Right  Hon. 
Robert  Dundas,  added  to  the  com¬ 
miffioners  for  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  India.  Benjamin 
Sydenham,  Efq.  appointed  a  com- 
miffioner  for  managing  his  Majef- 
ty’s  revenue  of  excife,  vice  Jack- 
fon. 

Whitehall ,  July  18.  Right  Hon. 
Dudley  Baron  Harrowby,  created 
Vifcount  Sandon,  of  Sandon,  county 
of  Stafford,  and  Earl  of  Harrowby, 
county  of  Lincoln. 

Whitehall ,  July  21.  George 
Kekewich,  Efq.  appointed  advo¬ 
cate-general,  and  William  David 
Jennings,  Efq.  procurator-general, 
at  his  Majefty's  fettlement  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Carlton  Houfe ,  Auguft  8.  Rev. 
Houlton  Hartwell,  of  New  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  M.  A.  appointed 
one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary 
to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales. 

Whitehall ,  Auguft  12.  Right 
Rev,  Henry  William  Majendie, 
bilhop  of  Chefter,  recommended, 
by  conge  d’elire,  to  be  eledled 
bilhop  of  Bangor,  vice  bilhop 
Randolph,  tranllated  to  the  fee  of 
London. 

Whitehall ,  Auguft  26.  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Wellelley,  K.  B. 
and  lieutenant-general  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  created  Baron  Douro 
of  Wellelley,  county  of  Somerfet, 
and  Vifcount  Wellington  of  Tala- 
vera,  and  of  Wellington,  in  the 
faid  county. 

Dublin  Cajlle ,  Auguft  26.  Right 
Rev.  EufebyCleaver,  D.D.  bilhop 
of  Leighlin  and  Ferns,  tranllated 
to  the  archbithopric  of  Dublin  and 
bilhopric  of  Glandelagh,  vice 
Charles  Earl  of  Normanton,  de- 

ceafed. 
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eeafed.  Hon.  and  Rev  Dr.  Percy 
Jocelyn,  promoted  to  the  united 
bifhoprics  of  Leighlin  and  Ferns, 
vice  Cleaver. 

Foreign  Office ,  Auguft  2  6.  Ap¬ 
pointment  of  Don  Jofef  Alonfo 
Orfiz,  to  be  his  Catholic  majefty’s 
conful-general  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  approved  by  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

Whitehall ,  Auguft  29.  Sir  Ru¬ 
pert  George,  of  Park-place,  county 
of  Middlefex,  and  of  St.  Stephen’s- 
green,  county  of  Dublin,  knt. 
firft  commiffioner  for  conduding 
the  tranfport  fervice,  created  a 
baronet. 

Whitehall ,  September  2.  The 
King  has  been  pleafed  to  grant 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  to  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  :  Paulus  Amelius  Irving, 
of  Woodhoufe  and  Robgill  Tower, 
county  of  Dumfries,  Efq.  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces  5  Thomas  Roberts,  of  Ro¬ 
bert’s  Cove,  county  of  Cork, 
Efq.  ;  James  Shaw,  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  of  Kilmarnock, 
county  of  Ayr,  Efq. ;  Rowland 
Blennerhaflet,  of  Blennerville, 
county  of  Kerry,  Efq.  ;  William 
Smith,  of  Eardifton,  county  of 
Worcefter,  Efq.  ;  Charles  Coc¬ 
kerell,  of  Sezincot,  county  of 
Gloucefter,  and  of  Piccadilly, 
county  of  Middlefex,  Efq. :  Edward 
Bayntum  Sandys,  of  Miferden- 
caftle,  county  of  Gloucefter,  and 
of  Chadlington-hall,  county  of 
Oxford,  Efq.  ;  Henry  Halford,  of 
St.  George’s,  Hanover-fquare, 
county  of  Middlefex,  dodor  of 
phyfic,  and  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
phyficians  in  extraordinary  ;  and 
John  Tyrrell,  of  Boreham-houfe, 
county  of  Elfex,  Efq. 


Whitehall ,  September  16.  Ma¬ 
jor-Gen.  John  Cope  Sherbrooke, 
appointed  one  of  the  knights  com¬ 
panions  of  the  raoft  honourable 
order  of  the  bath.  F.  W.  Grant, 
Efq.  to  be  lieutenant  and  fheriff 
principal  of  the  {hire  of  Invernefs, 
vice  Sir  J.  Grant,  Bart,  religned. 

War  Office ,  September  16.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  James  Henry 
Craig,  K.  B.  from  the  22nd  foot, 
to  be  colonel  of  the  78  th  regiment 
of  foot,  vice  Frazer  deceafed. 

Whitehall ,  Sept.  19.  Thomas 
Sheppard,  of  Thornton-hall,  county 
of  Buckingham,  Efq.  created  a 
baronet. 

Queen's  Palace ,  September  27. 
Right  Rev.  John  Randolph, 
bilhop  of  London,  fworn  of  his 
Majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy 
council. 

Whitehall ,  September  30.  Louis 
•  Cafa  major,  Efq.  appointed  his 
Majefty’s  fecretary  of  legation  at 
Lifhon. 

Dovjning  Street ,  Gdober  6. 
Alexander  Johnfton,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  chief  juftice  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature  in  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  vice  Luftiington, 
refigned  ;  and  William  Coke,  Efq. 
to  be  puifne  judge  of  the  faid 
court,  vice  Johnfton. 

War  Office ,  Gdober  7.  1 1  is 

Serene  Highnefs  William  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  Oels,  appointed  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-general,  with  temporary 
rank  in  the  army  ;  com  million 
dated  July  1,  1809. 

Whitehall ,  Odober  7.  Rev. 
Bowyer  EdwardSparke,  D.D.  re¬ 
commended,  by  conge  d'elire ,  to 
be  eleded  bilhop  of  Chefter,  vice 
bifnop  Majendie,  tranflated  to  the 
fee  of  Bangor.  Hon,  and  Rev. 
Gerald  Valerian  Welleftey,  M.  A. 
recommended  to  be  eleded  a  canon 

refidentiary 
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refldentiary  of  Nthe  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  vice 
Majendie,  refigned.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Harry  Edward  Bentinck, 
M.A.  appointed  a  prebendary  of 
the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter, 
Weftminfter,  vice  Wellefley,  re¬ 
aligned. 

Queen's  Palace ,  October  1 1 , 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Earl  Bathurft, 
fworn  one  of  his  Majefty’s  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  date. 

Whitehall \  Odober  17.  Rev. 
Samuel  Gerrard  ;  Andrews,  D.D. 
appointed  dean  of  his  Majefty’s 
metropolitical  church  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  vice  Powys,  deceafed. 

Queen's  Palace ,  Odober  18. 
Right  Hon.  William  Wellefley 
Pole,  fworn  of  his  Majefly’s  mod 
honourable  privy  council, 

Whitehall ,  Odober  21,  Rev. 
Charles  Henry  Hall,  D.  D.  ap¬ 
pointed  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Child,  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford,  vice  Jackfon  re¬ 
figned. 

Carlton  Houffi^  Odober  23, 
Andrew  Bain,  M.D.  of  Curzon- 
dreet,  May-fair,  appointed  one  of 
the  phyflcians  extraordinary  to 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  vice  Hayes,  deceafed. 

War  Office ,  Odober  24.  His 
Majedy  has  been  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  Lieutenant-Generals  Robert 
Donkin,  James  Balfour,  Sir  James 
Duff,  Knt,  Henry  Lord  Mul- 
grave,  and  Grice  Blakenay,  to  be 
generals  in  the  army,  Major- 
Generals  George  Elliot,  Baldwin 
Leighton,  Richard  Chapman, 
John  Coffin,  Richard  Armftrong, 
John  Murray,  Sir  Charles  Green, 
Bart.  William  St.  Leger,  Richard 
Northey  Hopkins,  and  Thomas 
Hartcup,  to  be  lieutenant-generals 
in  the  army.  Colonels,  from 


John  Hamilton  to  John  Michel, 
to  be  major-generals  in  the  army, 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  from  Harry 
Cheder  to  Philip  K.  Skinner,  to 
be  colonels  in  the  army,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Andrew  Rofs,  to 
be  aid-de-camp  to  the  King. 
Majors,  from  John  Potter  Hamil¬ 
ton  to  Charles  Darrah,  to  be 
lieutenant-colonels  in  the  army, 
Captains,  from  I.  S,  Ridge  to 
Charles  O’Gorman,  to  be  majors 
in  the  army. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Odober  23, 
This  day,  in  purfuance  of  the 
King's  pleafure,  the  following 
flag-officers  of  his  Majedy *s  fleet 
were  promoted,  viz.  Admirals  of 
the  white,  to  be  admirals  of  the 
red  :  William  Peere  Williams, 
Efq.  and  Sir  JohnColpoys,  K.  B„ 
Admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be  ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  white ;  ifaac  Pref¬ 
ect,  Efq.  Thomas  Spry,  Efq.  and 
Sir  John  Orde,  Bart.  Vice-Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  red,  to  be  admirals 
of  the  blue  ;  John  Thomas,  Efq, 
James  Brine,  Efq.  Sir  Erafmus 
Gower,  Knt.  John  Holloway, 
Efq.  and  George  Wdlfon,  Efq. 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  white,  to  be 
vice-admirals  of  the  red  :  Henry 
Savage,  Efq.  Bartholomew  Samuel 
Rowley,  Efq.  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ton,  Bart,  and  George  Bowen, 
Efq.  Vice-Admirals  of  the  blue, 
to  be  vice-admirals  of  the  white  : 
Sarnfon  Edwards,  Efq.  George 
Campbell,  Efq.  Henry  Frankland, 
Efq,  Arthur  Philip,  Efq.  Sir 
William  George  Fairfax,  Knt. 
Rear-Admirals  of  the  Ted,  to  be 
vice-admirals  of  the  blue  :  John 
Child  Purvis,  Efq.  Theophilus 
Jones,  Efq.  William  Domett,  Efq. 
William  Wolfeley,  Efq.  John 
Manley,  Efq.  George  Murray, 
Efq.  John  Sutton,  Efq.  Robert 

Murray, 
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Murray,  Efq.  Hon.  Sir  Alexander 
Forrefter  Cochrane,  K.  B.  and 
John  Markham,  Efq.  Rear-Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  white,  to  be  rear- 
admirals  of  the  red  :  John  Wells, 
Efq,  Richard  Grindali,  Efq. 
George  Martin,  Efq.  Sir  Alexan¬ 
der  John  Ball,  Bart.  Sir  Richard 
John  Strachan,  Bart.  K.  B.  Sir 
William  Sidney  Smith,  Knt. 
Thomas  Sotheby,  Efq.  Nathan 
Brunton,  Efq.  William  Hancock 
Kelly,  Efq.  John  Schank,  Efq, 
and  the  Hon.  Michael  DeCourcy. 
Rear-Admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be 
rear-admirals  of  the  white  :  Da~ 
■yidg-e  Gould,  Efq.  Sir  Richard 
Godwin  Keats,  K.  B.  Robert 
.Devereux  Fancourt,  Efq.  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Buller,  Bart,  Hon.  Robert 
Stopford,  Mark  Robinfon,  Efq. 
Thomas  Revell  Shivers,  Efq. 
Charles  Cobb,  Efq.  Francis  Pick- 
more,  Efq,  John  Stephens  Hall, 
Efq.  John  Dilkes,  Efq.  The  un¬ 
dermentioned  captains  were  alfo 
appointed  flag  officers  of  bis  Ma- 
jefty’s  fleet,  to  be  rear-admirals 
of  the  blue,  ‘viz.  Pvowley  Bulteel, 
Efq.  William  Luke,  Efq.  Ifaac 
George  Manley,  Efq,  John  Gffi 
born,  Efq.  Edmund  Crawley,  Efq. 
Charles  Boyles,  Efq.  Sir  Thomas 
Williams,  Knt.  Thomas  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Efq.  Sir  T.  B.  Thompfon, 
Bart,  and  George  Countefs,  Efq, 

Admiralty  Office ,  October  25. 
Sir  Charles  Hamilton,  Bart,  and 
the  Hon.  Henry  Curzon,  ap¬ 
pointed  colonels  of  his  Majefty ’s 
royal  marine  forces,  ‘vice  Charles 
Boyles,  Efq.  and  Sir  Thomas 
Williams,  Knt.  appointed  flag- 
officers  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet. 

Whitehall ,  October  2$.  Right 
Hon.  Henry  John  Vifcount  Pal- 
raerfton,  appointed  his  Majefty 
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fecretarv  at  war,  •vice  Lord  Gran¬ 
ville  Levefon  Gower,  reigned. 

Whitehall,  October  31.  Jofeph 
Phillimore,  LL.D,  appointed  pro- 
feflor  of  civil  law  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford,  s vice  Laurence,  de- 
ceafed. 

Foreign  Office ,  October  3  r .  Ap¬ 
pointment  of  Don  Antonio  Fer¬ 
nandez  de  Urrutia,  to  be  conful 
for  his  Catholic  Majefty  at  Gib¬ 
raltar,  approved  by  his  Majefty. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  November  1. 
Right  Hon.  Henry  John  Vifcount 
Palmerfton,  fworn  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  moft  honourable  privy 
council.  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Ryder,  fworn  one  of  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 
William  Plomer,  Efq.  alderman 
of  the  city  of  London  ;  James 
Athol  Wood,  Efq.  captain  in  the 
royal  navy;  Alexander  johnfton, 
Efq.  on  being  appointed  chief 
juftice  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature  on  the  ifland  of  Cey¬ 
lon  ;  and  Francis  Macnaughten, 
Efq.  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fu¬ 
preme  court  of  judicature  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  knighted. 

Whitehall ,  November  4.  Right. 
Hon.  Charles  Flower,  of  Lobb, 
county  of  Oxford,  and  of  Wood¬ 
ford,  county  of  Eflex,  Efq.  lord 
mayor  of  the  city  of  London, 
created  a  baronet. 

Whitehall ,  November  7.  Right 
Hon.  Robert  Dundas,  appointed 
flrft  commiffioner  for  the  manage- 

O 

ment  of  affairs  in  India,  •vice  Lord 
Harrowby,  refigned. 

Queen’s  Palace ,  November  8. 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sut¬ 
ton,  fworn  of  his  Majefty’s  moil 
honourable  privy  council, 

Whitehall ,  November  14,  Wil¬ 
liam  Low t her,  Efq,  (commonly 

called 
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called  Vifcount  Lowther),  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  the  admiralty,  vice  Lord 
Palmerfton,  refigned.  Robert 
Dundas,  Efq.  writer  to  the  fig- 
net,,  appointed  conjunct  clerk  to 
the  bills  in  the  office  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  regifters  and  rolls  in  Scot¬ 
land,  vice  Anftruther,  deceafed. 

Queen* s  Palace ,  November  22. 
jere  Horn  fray,  Efq.  of  Llandaff- 
houfe,  county  of  Glamorgan, 
knighted. 

Whitehall ,  December  2.  Snow¬ 
den  Barne,  Efq.  appointed  one  of 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury.  William  Alexander,  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  Efq.  and 
Right  Hon.  William  Stamer,  Efq. 
lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
created  baronets. 

Queen* s  Palace ,  December  6. 
The  Mod  Noble  Marquis  Wel- 
lefley,  K.  P.  fworn  one  of  his 
Majefty^s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Hate.  Thornes  Staines,  Efq  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  royal  navy,  knighted. 

Foreign  Office  i  December  15. 
The  Hon.  Henry  Wellefley,  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Majefty’s  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  his  Catholic  rnajefiy, 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh  j  and  di¬ 
rected  to  refide  in  that  charader 
at  the  feat  of  the  central  or  fu- 
preme  junta  in  Spain. 

Queen* s  Palace ,  December  20. 
Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Sheffield, 
and  Right  Hon.  Henry  Wellefley, 
fworn  of  his  Majefty's  molt  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council.  Henry 
Pelham,  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
fworn  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Nottingham,  vice  Duke 
of  Portland,  deceafed. 

War  Office ,  December  23.  Wil¬ 
liam  Merry,  Efq.  appointed,  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount 


Palmerfton,  his  Majefty’s  feere- 
tary  at  war,  to  be  his  deputy, 
vice  Francis  Moore,  Efq. 

Downing  Street ,  December  26. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richaad  Good¬ 
win  Keats,  K.  B.  appointed  his 
Majefty’s  commiffioner  for  the 
civil  affairs  of  Malta,  vice  Admi¬ 
ral  Ball,  deceafed. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1809. 

December  17 ,  1808.  At  his 
houfe  in  Hertford-ftreet,  May-fair, 
aged  81,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 
The  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Jenkinfon,  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and 
Baron  of  Hawkefbury,  was  defcend- 
ed  from  a  family  which  had  been 
fettled  more  than  a  century,  at 
Walcot,  near  Charlbury,  in  Ox- 
fordfhire.  His  grandfather,  Sir 
Robert  Jenkinfon,  married  a 
wealthy  heirefs  at  Bromley,  in 
Kent  1  and  his  father,  who  was  a 
colonel  in  the  army,  refided  at 
South  Lawn  Lodge,  in  Which  wood 
Foreft.  Charles  Jenkinfon  was 
born  in  1727,  and  received  the 
iirft  rudiments  of  his  education  at 
the  grammar  fchool  of  Burford. 

He  was  afterwards  placed  on  the 
foundation  in  the  Charter-houfe, 
from  which  feminary  he  was  re-  * 
moved  to  Oxford,  and  was  entered 
a  member  of  Univerfity  college. 
There  he  took  two  degrees,  that  of 
B.A.  and  A.M.  and  feems  to  have 
made  himfelf  firft  known  to  the 
public  by  fome  verfes  on  the  death 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  father  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  In  17 53,  he 
removed  from  Oxford,  and  poffefs- 
ing  but  a  fmall  patrimonial  fort  une, 
he  commenced  his  career  as  a  man 
of  letters,  and  is  faid  to  have  fup- 
plied  materials  for  the  Monthly  Re¬ 
view. 
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view.  He  next  commenced  politi¬ 
cal  writer;  and,  in  1756,  publifhed 
€‘  A  Differtation  on  the  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  national  and  conftitu- 
tional  Force  in  England,  independ¬ 
ent  of  a  Handing  Army,3*  This  tra£l 
abounds  with  many  manly  and  pa¬ 
triotic  fentiments,  and  has  been 
quoted  again!!  himfelf  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  on  which  occafion  his 
lordfhip  did  not  deny  that  he  was 
the  author,  but  contented  himfelf 
with  apologifing  for  his  errors,  on 
account  of  his  extreme  youth.  Soon 
after  this  he  wrote  u  A  Difcourfe 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  with  refpeCt  to 
neutral  Nations,  during  the  prefent 
War/ 3  To  this  production,  his  rife 
in  life  has  been  falfely  attributed  : 
it  was  indeed  allowed  by  every  one 
to  be  an  able  performance  ;  but, 
like  many  others  of  the  fame  kind, 
it  might  have  lain  in  the  warehoufe 
of  his  bookfeller,  and  he  himfelf 
remained  for  ever  in  obfcurity,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  intervention  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  fame  county,  with 
whom  he  luckily  became  acquaint¬ 
ed.  Sir  Edward  Turner,  of  Am- 
brofeden,  in  Qxfordfhire,  being  of 
an  ancient  family,  and  poffeffing 
a  large  fortune,  was  defirous  to  re. 
prefent  his  native  county  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  Having;  attained  confide r- 
able  influence  by  means  of  a  large 
eftate,  and  a  hofpitable  and  noble 
manflon,  fmce  pulled  down  by  his 
fucceffor,  he  accordingly  flood  can¬ 
didate  as  knight  of  the  (hire.  He 
was,  however,  ftrenuoufly  but  un- 
fuccefsfully  oppofed  ;  for  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  own,  he  poflefled  the 
court  intereft.  ,  The  ftruggle,  ne- 
verthelefs,  was  long  and  violent, 
and  it  ftill  forms  a  memorable 
epoch  in  the  hiftory  of  contefted 
elections ;  but  for  nothing  is  it 
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more  remarkable,  than  by  being 
the  fortunate  occurrence  in  Mr. 
Jenkinfon’s  life,  which  produced 
all  his  fubfequent  greatnefs.  The 
contending  parties  having,  as  ufual, 
called  in  the  aid  of  ballads,  lam¬ 
poons,  verfes,  and  fatires,  this  gen¬ 
tleman  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a 
fong  in  favour  of  Sir  Edward  and 
his  friends,  which  fo  captivated 
either  the  tafte  or  the  gratitude  of 
the  baronet,  that  he  introduced  him 
to  the  Earl  of  Bute,  then  flourifh- 
ing  in  all  the  plenitude  of  power. 
It  is  known  but  to  few,  perhaps, 
that  his  lordfnip,  who  placed  Mr.  J. 
at  firft  in  an  inferior  office,  was  not 
at  all  captivated  with  him  ;  for  it 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  repeated 
felicitations  of  the  member  for 
Oxfordfliire,  that  he  extended  his 
further  protection.  After  a  longer 
trial,  he  became  the  premier’s  pri¬ 
vate  fecretary,  and  in  fome  refpecl 
a  member  of  his  family,  partici¬ 
pating  in  his  friendfhip  and  favour, 
and  living  with  him  in  an  unre- 
ftrained  and  confidential  inter- 
courfe.  Such  a  connexion  as  this 
could  not  fail  to  prove  advantage¬ 
ous  ;  and,  accordingly,  in  March, 
1761,  we  find  him  appointed  one 
of  the  under  fecretaries  of  ftate, 
a  ftation  which  prefuppofes  an  in¬ 
timate  acquaintance  with  the  fitu- 
ation  of  foreign  affairs,  and  a  pretty 
accurate  knowledge  in  refpeCt  to 
the  arcana  imperii  in  general.  He 
now  became  a  declared  adherent  of 
what  was  then  called  u  the  Lei- 
cefter. houfe  party,”  by  whofe  in¬ 
fluence  he  was  returned  to  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  general  election  (in 
1761)  for  the  borough  of  Cocker- 
mouth,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Lonfdale,  his  pa¬ 
tron’s  fon» in-law.  He,  however, 
did  not  remain  long  in  this  ftation  ; 
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for  he  foon  received  the  lucrative 
appointment  of  treafurer  of  the 
ordnance.  This  he  relinquiftied 
in  1763,  for  the  more  confidential 
office  of  joint  fecretary  of  the  trea¬ 
fury  ;  a  fituation  for  which  he  was 
admirably  qualified,  by  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Hate  of  parties,  and 
the  management  of  a  Houfe  of 
Commons,  of  which  he  himfelf  had 
been  fome  time  a  member.  To 
the  Rockingham  adminiftration, 
which  fucceeded  in  1765,  he  was 
both  perfonally  and  politically 
odious,  and  he  accordingly  loft 
all  his  appointments  ;  but  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  year,  he  had 
one  conferred  on  him  by  the  king's 
mother,  the  late  Princefs  Dowager 
ofWal  es,  which  no  minifter  could 
bereave  him  of ;  this  was  the  audi- 
torlhip  of  her  Royal  Highnefs’s  ac¬ 
counts.  That  circumftance,  added 
to  his  clofe  intimacy  with  the  dif- 
carded  minifter,  awakened  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  patriots ;  and,  if  we 
are  to  credit  their  fufpicions,  he  be¬ 
came,  in  the  technical  language  of 
that  day,  the  go-between’5  to  the 
favourite,  the  princefs-mother,  and 
the  throne.  VVhen  Lord  Bute  re¬ 
tired  into  the  country  in  difguft, 
promifing  to  relinquifh  public  af¬ 
fairs,  a  great  perfonage  is  faid  to 
hate  conftrued  it  into  an  abandon¬ 
ment,  and  to  have  looked  out  for 
advice  elfewhere;  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  Mr.  Jenkinfon  was  ranked  as 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  call¬ 
ed  the  king’s  friends,55  and  his 
Majefty  ever  after  diftinguifhed  him 
by  a  marked  partiality.  Honours 
and  employments  now  fell  thick 
upon  him.  In  1766,  he  was  nomi¬ 
nated  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
in  1767,  a  lord  of  the  treafury,  in 
which  place  he  continued  during 
the  Grenville  and  Grafton  ad-mi- 
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niftration.  But  under  that  of  Lord 
North,  we  find  him  afpiring  to 
fome  of  the  higher  offices  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  for  in  1772*  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  vice-treafurers 
of  Ireland,  on  which  occafion  he 
was  introduced  into  the  privy 
council.  In  1775,  he  purchafed 
of  Mr.  Fox,  the  patent  place  of 
clerk  of  the  pells  in  Ireland,  which 
had  conftituted  part  of  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  patrimony,  and  next  year 
was  appointed  mafter  of  the  mint, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Cadogan.— 
In  1778,  he  was  elevated  to  the 
more  important  poft  of  fecretary  at 
war,  in  which  fituation  we  find 
him  in  1780  and  1781,  defending 
the  eft i mates  of  the  army,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  contefts 
between  the  friends  of  Mr.  Jenkin¬ 
fon  and  oppofition,  now  became 
critical;  the  majorities  which  had 
implicitly  voted  with  the  miniftry* 
were  reduced  in  every  divifion, 
and  at  laft  abandoned  a  premier, 
who  tottered  on  the  treafury  bench. 
Mr.  Jenkinfon  thought  he  had  now 
ample  leifure  to  compile  his  collec¬ 
tion  of  treaties  ;  but  he  was  foon, 
by  another  change  in  politics,  called 
back  from  his  literary  labours,  into 
a&ive  life,  and  took  a  decided  part 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Pitt.  In  confer 
quence  of  his  exertions  on  this  oc¬ 
cafion,  in  1786,  he  was  nominated 
to  the  lucrative  poft  of  chancellor 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  created 
baron  of  Hawkeftbury,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucefter,  and  appointed  prefi- 
dent  of  the  committee  of  council 
for  the  affairs  of  trade  and  planta¬ 
tions.  For  the  laft  fituation,  his 
lordfhip’s  regular  and  progreffive 
rife,  added  to  the  various  offices  in 
which  he  had  added,  admirably 
qualified  him.  Further  emolu¬ 
ments  were,  however,  referred  lor 

him  ; 
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him;  for  in  1790,  on  the  deceafe 
of  his  relation,  the  late  Sir  Banks 
Jenkinfon,  who  held  the  lucrative 
patent  place  of  collector  of  the  cuf- 
toms  inwards,  he  procured  the 
grant.  Nothing  can  more  clearly 
demonftrate  his  great  influence 
than  that  occurrence  j  for  this  was 
one  of  the  finecures  which  the  pre¬ 
mier  had  all  along  declared  his 
intention  to  abolifh.  To  thefe 
favours,  in  1796,  was  added  that 
of  Earl  of  Liverpool,  on  which 
creation  he  was  authorifed  by  his 
Majefty  to  quarter  the  arms  of 
that  commercial  city  with  thofe 
of  his  own  family.  As  an  orator, 
his  lordfhip  fpoke  but  feldom, 
either  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
or  Peers,  and  of  late  years  he  had 
attended  but  little  to  public  bufi- 
nefs,  in  confequence  of  his  advanced 
age  and  infirmities.  Befides  the 
works  which  have  already  been 
mentioned,  his  lordfhip  was  the 
author  of  the  following  — e(  A 
Colledlion  of  all  Treaties  of  Peace, 
Alliance,  and  Commerce,  between 
Great  Britain  and  other  Powers, 
from  the  Treaty  of  Munfter  in 
1648,  to  the  Treaties  figned  at 
Paris  in  1783,”  3  vols.  8vo. 

(1785)  ;  and  u  A  Treatife  on  the 
Coins  of  England,  in  a  Letter  to 
the  King,”  4to.  ( 1 805).  Whatever 
odium  may  be  attached  by  his  po¬ 
litical  enemies,  to  the  general  line 
of  conduct  adopted  by  this  noble¬ 
man,  they  will  not  deny  that  he 
deferved  great  praife  for  the  atten¬ 
tion  which  he  always  bellowed  on 
the  trade  of  this  country.  Among 
other  things,  he  drew  up  the  treaty 
of  commercial  intercourfe  with 
America,  and  is  alfo  faid,  not 
only  to  have  pointed  out,  but  to 
have  created  the  whale  fifhery  in 
the  South  Seas,  His  lordfhip  was 


married,  for  the  firfl  time,  in  1769, 
to  Mifs  Amelia  Watts,  daughter 
of  the  governor  of  Fort  William, 
in  Bengal,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon, 
the  prefent  earl  ;  and  fecondly,  in 
1782,  to  Catharine,  daughter  01 
the  late  Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  Bart, 
and  widow  of  Sir  Charles  Cope, 
by  whom  he  has  left  a  fon  and 
daughter,  the  Hon.  Charles  Cecil 
Cope  Jenkinfon,  M.P.  for  Sand¬ 
wich,  and  Lady  Charlotte,  married 
to  the  prefent  Vifcount  Grimflone. 
Lord  Liverpool  partly  inherited, 
and  partly  accumulated,  a  large 
fortune  during  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  brilliant  career.  Pie  has  left 
to  his  eldeft  fon,  the  prefent  earl, 
15,000/.  per  annum,  of  which  only 
about  3,500/.  per  annum  is  in  land. 
To  his  widow,  the  Countefs  of 
Liverpool,  only  700/.  per  annum 
for  life,  in  addition  to  her  former 
jointure,  as  Lady  Cope,  of  1000/. 
per  annum.  But  the  prefent  earl 
has  added  500/.  more  per  annum 
to  his  father’s  bequeli  ;  and  it  is 
underltood  that  the  Dutchefs  of 
Dorfet,  her  daughter,  adds  300 /„ 
per  annum  more.  To  the  Hon. 
Cecil  Jenkinfon,  his  fecond  fon, 
he  has  left  1000/.  per  annum,  in 
addition  to  an  eflate  of  near  3000/. 
per  annum,  of  which  Mr.  Cecil 
Jenkinfon  is  already ,  in  poffeffion, 
by  the  death  of  a  relation.  To 
Lady  Charlotte  Grimftone,  now 
Lady  Forrefler,  he  has  left  only 
the  700/.  per  annum,  bequeathed 
to  the  Countefs  of  Liverpool,  after 
her  deceafe.  The  landed  property 
is  entailed  to  all  the  family  of  the 
Jenkinfons,  in  tail  male,  to  a  great 
extent. 

At  Teddington,  Vifc.  Aghrim, 
Baron  of  Bally  more,  66.  He  is 
fucceeded  in  his  titles  and  eftates 
by  Frederic,  Vifcount  Aghrim. 

His 
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His  lordfliip  married  Anne  Eliza¬ 
beth  Chriftine,  Baronefs  de  Tuill 
de  Scerofberkin,  by  whom  he  has 
left  feveral  children. 

1 8.  Rear  Admiral  Edward 
O'Brien. 

January  2,  1809.  At  his  houfe 
in  Grafton-ftreet,  the  Moil  Noble 
John  Denis  Browne,  Marquis  of 
Sligo,  Earl  of  Altamont,  Vifcount 
Weftport,  and  Baron  Mounteagle, 
in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  alfo  a 
governor  of  the  county  of  Mayo, 
and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  county 
of  Clare.  His  lordfliip  was  born 
in  1756,  fucceeded  to  the  family 
honours  and  eflates  in  1780,  and 
in  1787  married  Lady  Louifa 
Catharine,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  Howe.  On  occaflon  of  the 
union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  he  was  elevated  to  the 
dignity  of  marquis  in  December, 
1800,  and  in  1806  was  created  a 
peer  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
is  fucceeded  by  his  only  fon,  Howe 
Peter,  Earl  of  Altamont,  born  in 
1788. 

3.  The  Hon.  Henry  Percy,  fon 
of  Lord  Lovaine. 

5.  The  Hon.  Caroline  Corn¬ 
wallis. 

General  Edward  Smith,  uncle 
to  the  gallant  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
and  one  of  the  few  furviving  offi¬ 
cers  who  were  prefent  when  the 
immortal  Wolfe  fell. 

7.  Rear  Admiral  Jonathan 
Faulkner. 

13.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Jolliffe, 
daughter  of  Earl  Ferrers. 

16.  At  Corunna,  a  very  few 
hours  after  receiving  a  mortal 
wound  in  the  fhoulder,  from  a 
fpent  cannon-ball,  in  the  battle 
before  that  town,  of  which  he 
lived  long  enough  to  exult  in  the 
glorious  refult,  Lieutenant  General 


Sir  John  Moore,  K.B.  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Britilh  forces  in 
Spain. 

In  the  battle  of  Corunna,  the 
Hon.  Major  Stanhope. 

At  Corunna,  Gen.  Anflruther. 

17.  Sir  Francis  Vincent.' 

20.  At  Taunton,  aged  70,  the 
Hon.  Sir  Jacob  Wolff,  baronet,  of 
Chumleigh,  Devon.  He  was  a 
baron  of  the  Holy  Roman  empire, 
and  the  elder  and  only  brother  of 
Baron  Wolff. 

21.  The  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Harry 
Burrard,  and  aid-de-camp  of  Sir 
John  Moore.  He  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Corunna. 

24.  Lady  Lumm,  relift  of  Sir 
Francis  Lumm,  bart. 

At  his  houfe  at  Whitehall, 
James  Duff,  Earl  of  Fife,  Vif¬ 
count  Macduff,  (Lord  Fife  in  Eng¬ 
land.)  He  is  fucceeded  in  his 
titles  and  eflates  by  his  brother 
Alexander. 

27.  Sir  John  Miers. 

February  3.  The  Hon.  Mifs 
M.  B.  W.  Fitzwilliam,  the  infant 
daughter  of  Vifcount  Milton. 

8.  At  Grimfthorpe  Caftle,  near 
Bourn,  his  Grace  Brownlow  Ber¬ 
tie,  Duke  of  Ancafter  and  Kefte- 
ven,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Lindfey, 
&c.  &c.  His  Grace  having  no 
male  iffue,  the  dukedom  is  extinft  ; 
but  the  title  of  Earl  of  Lindfey 
devolves  upon  General  Albemarle 
Bertie  ;  unaccompanied,  however, 
by  any  eftate,  unlefs  it  (hall  be 
determined  that  that  of  Uffington, 
near  Stamford,  defeends  with  the 
title. 

10.  Lady  Augufta  Bennet. 

12.  At  Vienna,  the  Archduke 
John  Nepomuck,  youngefl:  fon  of 
the  Emperor  of  Auftria. 

1 3*.  The  lady  of  Sir  T.  M. 
Hefilrige,  bart. 


23.  Dowager 
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23.  Dowager  Lady  Afhburton, 
widow  of  the  late  Lord  Afhburton, 
better  known  as  John  Dunning, 
efq. 

24.  In  Bruton-flreet,  the  Earl 
ofOrford,  cf  Woolerton,  Norfolk. 
His  lord  (hip  was  the  nephew  of  the 
famous  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  after¬ 
wards  Earl  of  Orford.  He  fat 
many  years  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
as  Baron  Walpole,  of  Woolerton. 
He  married  Lady  Rachel  Caven- 
difh,  daughter  of  William,  third 
Duke  of  Devonfhire,  by  whom  he 
had  feveral  children.  On  the  death 
of  the  late  Horace,  Earl  *  of  Or¬ 
ford,  he  fucceeded  to  the  barony 
of  Houghton,  the  earldom  becom¬ 
ing  extiniff;  but  during  the  late  ad- 
miniftration  he  was  created  Earl  of 
Orford.  His  lordfhip’s  eldek  fon, 
Lord  Walpole,  (now  Earl  of  Or¬ 
ford)  fat  many  years  as  member  for 
Lynn,  in  which  reprefen tation  there 
is  now  a  vacancy.  General  Wal¬ 
pole,  who  concluded  the  treaty 
with  the  Maroons  in  Jamaica, 
tvho  was  the  fecond  to  Mr.  Tier¬ 
ney  in  his  duel  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  who  was  alfo  one  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
^fecretaries,  is  the  younger  fon  of 

the  late  earl.  His  lordfhip  was 
in  his  86th  year.  So  long  as  true 
nobility,  nobility  of  mind  and 
conduct,  no  lefs  than  of  birth  and 
ftation,  fhall  be  con  fide  red  as  de- 
ferving  the  belt  regards  and  efteem 
of  men,  fo  long  will  fuch  charac¬ 
ters  as  that  of  the  late  venerable 
Earl  of  Orford  be  had  in  refpehtfuh 
remembrance.  By  no  means  im¬ 
plicitly  affecting  to  the  <c  world’s 
falfe  effimateoi  things,”  he  appre¬ 
ciated  no  higher  than  they  deferved 
the  gifts  of  rank  and  fortune,  but 
ufed  them  with  munificence  for  ho¬ 
nourable  and  ufeful  purpofes.— 
Thofe  qualities  which  are  the  moil 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vo i..,  IX.  New  See 


fhining  ornaments  of  elevated  ffa- 
tion,  piety  , without  oftentafion, 
liberality  of  mind,  kind  attention 
to  the  wants  and  wifb.es  of  others, 
extended  bounty,  an  hofpitality 
rarely  equalled  in  thefe  times,  and 
an  independent  public  fpirit,  were 
the  diftingiiifhed  features  of  his 
lordfhip’s  charader.  He  lived  re¬ 
vered  and  happy  to  an  advanced 
age,  with  honour  and  integrity 
inviolate ;  and  died  univerfally 
lamented. 

27.  At  his  fear,  Sandy-place, 
county  of  Bedford,  Sir  Philip  Mo* 
noux,  hart,  who  fucceeded  to  the 
title  in  1757.  He  was  high  fhe- 
ritfin  1763. 

Lately,  at  her  retreat  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  her  Royal  Highnefs  Ann, 
D ut chefs  of  Cumberland.  She  was 
the  fecond  daughter  of  Simon  Lut- 
trell,  Earl  of  Carhampton,  and  was 
firft  married  to  Chriftopher  Hor¬ 
ton,  efq.  of  Catton  Hall,  county 
of  Derby,  by  whom  {he  had  one 
fon,  who  died  an  infant.  She  was 
married,  fecond! y,  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  Henry  Frederick,  late 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  October  2, 

J  7  7 1  ;  who  again  left  her  a  widow , 
without  iffue,  in  1790. 

March  2.  Lady  Seton,  relidl  of 
Sir  Henry  Seton,  hart. 

7.  Of  a  wound  received  in  a 
duel  with  Mr.  Powell,  of  Devon- 
fhire-place.  Lord  Vifcount  Falk¬ 
land.  The  quarrel  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  fatal  meeting,  originated 
in  Lord  Falkland’s  addreffmg  Mr. 
Powell,  with  whom  he  was  on 
terms  of  intimacy,  by  a  nick-name, 
and  per  filling  fo  to  do,  after  he 
had  taken  offence  at  it,  in  a  large 
company  at  Steevens’s  coffee- houfe 
in  Bond-ftreer.  Hence  enfued  the 
challenge,  and  the  fubfequenr  duel 
at  Goldar’s-green  ,  where,  accord- 
ies.  [  F  f  \  ing 
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sng  to  etiquette,  Mr.  Powell  fired 
firll,  and  infilled  the  mortal 
wound.  Lord  F.  flood  for  above 
a  minute  in  his  pofition,  and  then 
threw  his  piftol  away  without  dis¬ 
charging  its  contents.  On  arriv¬ 
ing  in  town,  and  the  chaife  coming 
on  the  (tones,  it  was  obferved  to 
his  lordfhip,  that  Powell’s  houfe 
was  near  at  hand.  Lord  F.  in- 
ftantly  expreffed  a  defire  to  go 
thither  in  preference  to  any  other 
place,  for  the  world  would  then  be 
convinced  he  owed  no  enmity  to 
his  antagonifl.  Here  his  lordihip 
languiflied  two  days  before  he  ex¬ 
pired.  Lord  Falkland  was  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  navy,  and  fucceeded  to 
the  title  of  Vifcount  Falkland  on 
the  fudden  death  of  his  brother 
Thomas,  in  May  1796. 

16.  Lady  Dorothy  Fitzwilliam, 
filter  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

In  Grofvenor-fquare,  aged  75, 
the  Dutchefs  of  Bolton.  She  was 
the  youngeft  filter  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Lonfdale,  and  was  married  to 
Lord  Harry  Powlett,  then  captain 
in  the  Britifh  navy,  but  whofe  ex¬ 
ploits,  while  in  that  fervice,  did 
not  entitle  him  to  rank  with  our 
naval  heroes.  Lord  Harry  was  at 
the  fiege  of  Carthagena,  in  South 
America,  in  1743,  where  Smollett 
has  configned  his  memory  to  pofte- 
rity,  though  not  in  the  molt  bril¬ 
liant  or  flattering  colours.  Pie  is 
the  Captain  Whiffle,  of  Roderic 
Random.  By  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother,  he  fucceeded  to  the 
dukedom  of  Bolton,  which  became 
extinct  fome  years  ago  in  his  per- 
fon.  He  left  only  two  daughters, 
the  eldeft  of  whom.  Lady  Cathe¬ 
rine,  married  the  Earl  of  Dar¬ 
lington. 

26.  Chriflina  Elizabeth,  Coun. 
tefs  Dowager  of  Kintore. 

*5 


29.  At  Thorndon  Hall,  near 
Brentwood,  Eflfex,  in  his  46th 
year,/  Edward  Lord  Petre,  Baron 
Petre,  of  Writtle.  He  furvived 
his  father  but  eight  years.  He 
has  left  ten  children.  Urbanity 
of  difpofition,  unaffeffed  politenefs 
and  affability  of  manners,  added 
dignity  to  his  rank,  and  conciliated 
the  efteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Sir  Michael  Smith,  bart. 

April  2.  John  Bazely,  efq.  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  blue. 

At  Caftlemary,  county  of  Corky 
Margaret,  Vifcountefs  Longue- 
ville. 

7.  At  Stitchell,  Berwick,  in  his 
84th  year.  Sir  James  Pringle,  bart. 
matter  of  the  king’s  works. 

12.  The  lady  of  Sir  James  Sib- 
bald,  bart. 

20.  At  his  houfe  in  Cavendifh- 
fquare,  aged  73,  George  Simon 
Harcourt,  Earl  Harcourt  and  Vif¬ 
count  Nuneham,  of  Nuneham 
Courtney,  county  of  Oxford. 

21.  Lady  Trafford  Southwell, 
aged  77. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Gilbert  Powell. 

25.  At  his  lordfhip’s  houfe,  the 
Oaks,  in  Surrey,  Lady  Lucy  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Smith  Stanley,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Earl  of  Derby. 

28.  Lady  M.  G.  Meredyth, 
relief  of  Sir  R.  G.  Meredyth,  bart. 

May  14.  At  the  epifcopal  pa¬ 
lace  at  Fulham,  aged  78,  Dr. 
Beilby  Porteus,  Bifttop  of  London. 
This  truly  venerable  prelate  was 
educated  at  Chrift’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  he  regularly  became 
a  fellow,  B.A.  1752,  M.A.  175-5, 
D.D.  1767.  In  1754,  the  office 
of  efquire  beadle  of  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge  was  conferred  on 
him.  He  obtained,  with  Baron 
Maferes,  the  chancellor’s  medals 
at  Cambridge  on  their  firft  inftitu- 

tion. 
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fcion,  and  in  1759  gained  the  Sea- 
tonian  prize  for  his  poetical  Effay 
on  Death.  In  1764,  being  then 
chaplain  to  Lora  Grantham,  he 
was  prefen  ted  to  the  livings  of 
Rucking  and  Wrickleiham,  in 
Kent ;  and  in  October,  that  year, 
(being  then  chaplain  to  Archbiihop 
Seeker)  obtained  a  prebend  of  Pe¬ 
terborough.  In  1765,  he  was 
married  to  Mifs  Hodgfon,  of  Par- 
liament-dreet,  Wedminder.  He 
then  was  prefented  to  the  redory 
of  Hunton,  and  in  1767  to  that  of 
Lambeth.  After  the  death  of 
Archbiihop  Seeker,  he  was  adb« 
ciated  with  Dr.  Stinton  in  pub- 
lilhing  feven  odavo  volumes  of 
fermons,  by  their  learned  patron, 
to  which  Dr.  Porteus  prefixed  a 
Review  of  his  Graced  Life  and 
Charader.  In  177 6,  Dr.  Porteus 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  exer¬ 
tions  to  eftablifh  a  more  folemn 
©bfervance  of  the  fall  on  Good 
Friday  ;  and  publilhed  in  that  year 
a  ferious,  affedionate,  and  fenfible 
exhortation  to  that  effed.  In  the 
fame  year  he  was  promoted  to  the 
bifnoprick  ofCheder  ;  and  in  1787 
was  tranllated  to  London.  His 
remains  are  interred  in  the  chapel 
at  Ide-hill,  near  Sundridge,  in 
Kent,  which  he  had  himfelf  built 
and  endowed. 

24.  At  his  houfe  in  Soho-fquare, 
aged  82,  General  Charles  Rains- 
ford,  F.R.  and  A.S.S.  Governor 
of  Tynemouth  and  Cliff  Fort. 

At  Chelfea,  in  his  49th  year, 
Sir  William  Henry  Douglas,  bart. 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  The 
title  devolves  on  his  brother, 
Lieut. -Colonel  Howard  Douglas. 

At  Ramfgate,  in  his  78th  year, 
the  Right  Honourable  John  Mur¬ 
ray,  Rad  of  Dunmore,  Vifcount 


[45! 

Fincaflle,  &c.  ;  his  lordfhip  was 
defeended  in  the  female  line  from 
the  royal  houfe  of  Stuart,  and  his 
ancedors  were  related  to  mod  of 
the  crowned  heads  in  Europe  :  he 
married  Lady  Charlotte  Stewart, 
fitter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Galloway, 
and  by  that  marriage  has  left  iffue 
three  Tons  and  three  daughters  :  his 
elded  fon  George,  Lord  Fincaftle, 
now  Earl  of  Dunmore,  is  married 
to  Lady  Charlotte,  daughter  of 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton  :  one  of  his 
daughters.  Lady  Augufia,  was 
married  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Suffex,  at  Rome,  in  No¬ 
vember  1793,  and  had  a  fon  born 
January  15,  1794;  but  a  fuit  was 
indituted  in  Dodors’  Commons,  by 
his  Majefty's  orders,  and  the  mar¬ 
riage  was  declared  null  and  void  in 
the  following  Augud,  and  Lady 
Auguda  has  fince  taken  the  name 
of  IPAmeland  ;  another  daughter# 
Lady  Sufan,  has  been  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  and  has  lod  both  hufbands— 
Mr.  Thorpe  and  Mr.  Drew ;  the 
other  furviving  daughter,  Lady 
Virginia,  was  named  at  the  requeft 
of  the  afiembly  of  Virginia,  of 
which  province  the  earl  her  father 
was  governor,  and  was  certainly 
the  mod  zealous  and  adive  of  his 
Majefty's  governors  during  the 
whole  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

The  Countefs  of  Dundonald, 
fecond  wife  of  the  prefent  earl. 

At  Leominder,  aged  90,  the 
Rev.  Sir  John  Dutton  Colt. 

June  5.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Butler, 
mother  to  the  Countefs  of  Darnley. 

6.  At  Cheltenham,  the  lady  of 
Sir  F.  J.  Hartwell,  bart. 

12.  Sir  Alexander  Hamilton.. 

15,  In  Jermyn-dreet,  aged  68, 
Sir  George  Baker,  bart.  M.D. 
F.R.S.  and  phyficiaii  in  ordinary 
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to  his  Ma jelly.  He  was  formerly 
of  King’s  College,  Cambridge, 
B.A.  1745,  M.  A.  1749*  M.  D. 

1756. 

2 6.  At  Eaft  Bank,  Lady  Sem¬ 
ple. 

28.  At  Lochnard  Caftle,  Scot¬ 
land,  Sir  Stair  Agnew,  Bart. 

30.  Lady  Louifa  Clayton,  fifth 
daughter  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Pom- 
iret. 

July  3.  The  lady  of  Sir  James 
Bond,  Bart. 

14.  In  Great  Cumberland-place, 
the  Moll  Rev.  his  Grace  the  Lord 
Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  Earl,  of 
Normanton,  See.  See.  As  a  fcholar, 
a  prelate,  and  a  ftatefman,  his 
grace  ftood  pre-eminently  high.  He 
was  in  his  73d  year,  and  is  fuc- 
eeeded  in  his  titles  by  his  eldeft 
{on,  Vifcount  Somertcn. 

At  Shuckburgh  hall,  Warwick** 
fhire,  in  his  55th  year,  SirStukely 
Shuckburgh,  Bart,  father  of  the 
unfortunate  young  lady  who  was 
(hot  by  Lieutenant  Sharp.  See 
Chronicle. 

19.  Sir.  J.  Macnamara  Hayes, 
Bart.  M.D, 

At  Little  Ealing,  LadyWright. 

At  Holly  Brook,  county  Wick¬ 
low,  Sir  Robert  Hodfon,  Bart. 

At  Powers  Court,  county  Wick¬ 
low,  Richard  Wingfield,  Vifcount 
Powerfcourt. 

23.  At  Madeira,  Lady  Sophia 
Bligh,  wife  of  the  Hon.  W.  Bligh, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Galloway. 

Sir  C.  Corbet,  -Bart. 

Augull  2.  Rear  Admiral  Janies 
Brad  by. 

5.  At  Bath  Eafton,  Sir  George 
Colebrooke,  Bart. 

Lady  C larges. 

8.  Lady  Amelia  Hume,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  John 


Egerton,  late  Bifbop  of  Durham, 
and  wife  of  Sir  Abraham  Hume. 

Sir  Hugh  Owen,  Bart. 

1 1 .  At  Laiock  Abbey,  the  Coun- 
tefs  Dowager  of  Shrewfbury,  relift 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Shrewfbury, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Lord 
Dormer. 

12.  Lord  Henry  Stewart,  third 
fon  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute. 

14.  At  his  feat  at  CoftefTy  Hail, 
Norfolk,  Sir  William  Jerningham, 
Bart. 

20.  Rear  Admiral  Sir  ihomas 
Rowe. 

24,  Sir  Robert  Salufbury  Cot¬ 
ton,  Bart,  many  years  M.P.  for 
the  county.  He  is  fucceeded  in 
his  title  and  eftates  by  his  fon, 
Major-general  Stapleton  Cotton. 

26.  At  Stewart  Hall,  county 
Tyrone,  at  an  advanced  age,  An¬ 
drew  Thomas,  Earl  of  Caftle- 
ftewart,  no  lefs  eminent  for  the  in¬ 
tegrity  and  independence  of  his 
mind,  than  for  his  illuftrious  de~ 
feent.  He  was  the  acknowledged 
head  of  the  houfe  of  Stewart,  be¬ 
ing  immediately  defeended,  in  the 
male  and  legitimate  line,  from  Ro¬ 
bert  the  fecond,  King  of  Scotland. 
By  his  widow  (daughter  of  the  late 
Judge  Sill),  he  left  two  Tons  and 
two  daughters.  His  lordfhip  is 
fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon  Robert. 

29.  General  Robert  Melville, 
the  oldeft  general  in  the  Britifh 
army. 

30.  Lady  Henry  Stuart,  relief 
of  the  late  Lord  H.  Stuart. 

September  3.  Sir  John  Murray, 
Bart. 

At  his  houfe  in  Piccadilly, 
George  William  Coventry,  Earl 
of  Coventry,  Vifcount  Deerhurft, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county, 
and  Recorder  of  the  city  of  WTor- 
edler.  His  lordfhip  was  born  in 
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April,  4722  ;  he  was  educated  at 
Winchefter,  was  afterwards  of  Uni- 
verfiry  College,  Oxford  j  and, 
with  his  elded  brother.  Lord  Deer- 
hurft,  (who  died  in  J  744)  was 
created  mafter  of  arts  in  1739.  He 
fucceeded  his  father,  Earl  William, 
in  March,  1751.  The  following 
year  he  married  Maria,  the  eldeft 
of  the  three  daughters  of  John 
Gunning,  Efq.  the  mod  celebrated 
beauties  of  tha*-  day.  The  iflfue  of 
this  marriage  has  been  remarkably 
unfortunate  :  the  firft-born  daugh¬ 
ter  died  young  ;  Mary  Alicia,  the 
next  child  was  the  ftrft  wife  of  the 
prefent  Sir  Andrew  Bayntun,  to 
whom  die  was  married  when  twen¬ 
ty-three  years  old,  in  June  1777  ; 
was  divorced  in  17 S3,  and  died 
in  January,  1784;  Ann  Margaret, 
the  next  child,  was  married  in 
1778,  when  twenty-one  years  old, 
/to  the  Hon.  Edward  Foley,  from 
whom  (he  was  divorced  in  1787, 
and  the  following  year  {he  married 
Samuel  Wright,  Efq.  a  captain  in 
the  army  ;  George  Vifcount  Deer- 
hurd,  who  fucceeds'his  father,  and 
is  now  Earl  of  Coventry,  was 
married,  at  nineteen  years  of  age, 
to  Lady  Catharine  Henley,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Northington  5  the  marriage  was 
without  the  confent  of  his  father, 
and  the  lady  died  in  lefs  than  two 
years  (in  January,  1779);  a  few 
months  after  which,  as  Lord  Deer- 
hurft  was  hunting  in  Worcefter- 
fhire,  attempting  a  dangerous  leap, 
his  horfe  fell  on  him,  beat  his  face 
nearly  flat,  and,  though  he  was 
miraculoufly  preferved,  he  has  ever 
iince  been  totally  blind.  In  1783, 
he  married  Mifs  Pitches,  fecond 
daughter  of  Sir  A.  Pilches,  by 
whom  he  has  a  numerous  family. 
The  firft  wile  of  the  late  carl  died 


in  1760,  and  in  1764,  he  was 
united  to  Barbara,  daughter  of 
John,  Lord  St.  John,  of  Bletfoe, 
who  died  in  1804,  Having  him 
feveral  children.  Lord  Coventry 
was  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
his  late  and  prefent  Majefty,  which 
office  he  reflgned  in  1770.  PH 
fupported  the  prerogative  in  the 
American  war,  though  lie  depre¬ 
cated  the  exertion  of  force.  In 
1788,  he  voted  with  minifters  on 
the  regency  queftion  ;  and  in  1 795, 
voted  Mr.  Raftings  “  not  guilty  5>- 
on  all  the  charges  againfl  him. 
On  the  27th  March,  179 6,  he  op- 
pofed  the  negociation  with  the 
French  Diredory ;  and,  in  1803, 
fpoke  againfl;  the  motion  for  cen¬ 
tring  Lord  Sidmouth’s  adminif- 
tration. 

4.  The  lady  of  Sir  William 
Scott. 

13.  Sir  William  Douglas,  Bart, 
of  Caftle  Douglas. 

15.  Lady  Leflie,  of  Findroffie 
and  Wardes. 

'  24.  Vice  Admiral  Moriarty. 

26.  Hon.  Mifs  Wyndham  Arun¬ 
del,  daughter  of  Lord  Arundel,  of 
Irnham. 

Qdloher  1.  Arthur  Saunders 
Gore,  Earl  of  Arran,  Vifcount 
Sudley  of  Caftle  Gore,  Lord  Saun¬ 
ders  of  Deeps,  and  Knight  of  St. 
Patrick. 

Sir  Elijah  [mpey. 

3.  Lady  Dorothy  Nowell. 

6.  The  Countefs  of  Crawfofd. 

8.  The  Hon.  William  Cock¬ 
ayne,  only  fon  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Cullen. 

9.  Eleanor,  Countefs  of  Harbo- 
rough. 

13.  Caroline,  Dowager  Lady 
Selfey. 

19.  The  Mon.  Francis  William 
Arbuthnot. 
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20.  At  Malta,  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  governor  of  that  place. 

30.  William  Henry  Cavendilh, 
Duke  of  Portland,  Marquis  of 
Tichfield,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

November  i.  Lady  Bell. 

2.  Sir  J.  G.  Dineley,  Bart. 

Lady  Cooper,  relid  of  the  late 
Sir  Grey  Cooper. 

6.  Lady  Rofe. 

8.  Sir  William  Darley. 

12.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Frafer. 

14.  Sir  Frederick  Morton  Eden. 
Bart,  author  of  feveral  works  on 
political  and  commercial  fubjeds. 

Sir  Henry  Thomas  Gott,  Bart. 

At  his  houfe,  in  Seymour-place, 
Lord  Monfon,  aged  twenty-three. 
He  fucceeded  his  father  in  1805  ; 
the  following  year  married  Lady 
Sarah  Saville,  and  has  left  one  fon, 
to  whom  the  title  devolves. 

15.  At  Lanfdown-houfe,  Berke- 
ley-fquare,  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Henry  Petty,  Marquis  cf  Lanf- 
down,  Earl  of  Wycomb,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Earl  of  Shelburne,  Vifcount 
Fitz  Maurice,  and  Baron  Dunker- 
ron,  in  Ireland.  His  lordfhip  was 
in  his  forty-fourth  year.  He  fuc¬ 
ceeded  his  father,  the  late  mar¬ 
quis,  in  1807  ;  and  the  fame  year, 
married  Lady  Gifford,  relid  of 
Sir  Duke  Gifford,  Bart,  by  whom 
he  has  left  no  iffue,  but  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  his  titles  and  eftates  by 
his  brother.  Lord  Henry  Petty. 

20.  Aged  87,  Sir  Philip  Ste¬ 
phens,  Bart,  orie  of  the  aided  fer- 
yants  of  the  crown. 

24.  Sir  John  Burton. 

Lady  Mary  Frances  Hefketh, 
firft  coufm  to  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk. 

26.  The  lady  of  Sir  J.  Stuart, 
Bart. 

December  7.  Sir  James  Branf- 
comb, 

Vv  ui  * . . 


10.  Lady  Rendlefham. 

17.  Sir  William  Benfley,  Bart. 

19.  Sir  Richard  Welch. 

20.  The  Rev.  Sir  Richard 
Kaye,  Bart.  LL.D.  F.  R.  and 
A.S.Se 

29.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Auguftus  Pitt,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  Helen  Murray,  wi¬ 
dow  of  Sir  John  Stewart,  Bart. 

30.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Rofs. 
Lately,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Sir 

John  Bernard,  Bart. 


Supplement  to  the  Deaths  of  1808. 

In  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  on  the 
13th  of  July,  1808,  Lieutenant- 
General  Villettes.  This  officer  was 
defcended  from  one  of  the  mod  an¬ 
cient  families  in  France.  His  an- 
ceftors  were  Lords  of  Montdidie? 
in  Languedoc,  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  and  many  of  them  held 
conftderable  offices  under  different 
monarchs.  During  the  civil  wars, 
they  were  much  diftinguifhed  for 
their  exertions  in  favour  of  the 
Hugonots  ;  and  after  the  revoca¬ 
tion  of  the  ediiff  of  Nantes  thev 

m 

withdrew  from  France  and  fettled 
in  this  kingdom.  The  father  of 
the  late  lieutenant-Q-eneral  was 

O 

educated  in  the  diplomatic  line, 
and  was  many  years  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  the  late  and  the 
prefent  king  ;  firft  at  the  court  of 
Turin,  and  afterwards  with  the 
Helvetic  Cantons.  He  withdrew 
from  public  life  in  the  year  1762, 
and  refided  at  Bath  till  1776; 
when  he  died,  in  the  75th  year  of 
his  age.  His  fecond  fon,  William- 
Anne  Villettes,  was  born  at  Bern, 
on  the  14th  of  June,  1754.  lie 
received  the  early  part  of  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  a  private  fchool  near 

Bath, 
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Bath,  and  the  latter  part  of  it  at 
the  univerfity  of  St.  Andrew's. 
A  mildnefs  of  difpofttion,  and  a 
regular  performance  of  whatever  it 
was  his  duty  to  do ;  qualities, 
which  through  life  were  diftin- 
guilhed  features  of  his  character, 
were  remarkable  even  at  this  early 
period.  It  was  obferved  at  the 
fchool,  that  he  never  received  a 
blow,  either  from  his  mafter,  or 
any  of  his  fchool. fellows ;  nor  was 
he  ever  known  at  the  univerfity  to 
have  experienced  a  reprimand  from 
any  of  the  profeflors,  or  to  have 
been  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with 
any  of  his  fellow-ftudents.  His 
father  originally  intended  him  for 
the  bar,  and  he  was  accordingly 
entered  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  kept 
two  or  three  terms ;  but  his  ar¬ 
dour  for  a  military  life  was  fo 
great,  that  Mr.  Villettes  at  laft 
gave  way  to  his  fon's  inclinations, 
and  obtained  for  him,  in  the  year 
1775,  a  cornetcy  in  the  10th  re¬ 
giment  of  dragoons.  In  this  re- 
fpe&able  corps  Villettes  continued, 
till  he  rofe  to  the  rank  of  major. 
In  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of 
his  life,  a  pun  dual  difcharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  It  at  ion  was  con* 
ftantly  obferved.  By  this  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  approbation  of  his  fupe- 
riors,  and  by  his  amiable  manners 
he  fecured  the  efteem  and  good 
will  of  his  equals  and  his  inferiors. 
During  a  great  part  of  this  period, 
Captain  Villettes  attended  Sir  W. 
Pitt  (then  commander  of  the  forces 
in  Ireland)  as  his  aid-de-camp  and 
fecretary.  The  character  of  that 
venerable  officer  requires  no  pane¬ 
gyric  ;  and  it  certainly  was  an 
honour  to  Villettes,  that  he  lived 
feveral  years  in  his  family,  not 
only  as  his  fecretary,  but  as  his 
confidential  friend.  His  attach*. 
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ment  to  Sir  William  Pitt  was,  in¬ 
deed,  that  ©f  a  fon  to  a  parent ; 
and,  like  all  other  attachments 
that  he  formed,  continued  inva¬ 
riable  to  the  end  of  his  life.  In 
the  year  1792,  Major  Villettes 
quitted  the  dragoons,  and  was 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  69th  regiment  of  foot ; 
which,  in  confequence  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1793, 
was  fent  to  the  Mediterranean, 
ferving  as  marines  on  board  a 
divifion  of  the  fleet  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Hood.  From 
this  fervice  Colonel  Villettes  was 
exempt,  as  a  fleld-officer ;  but 
when  Toulon  was  given  up  to  the 
allies,  he  left  England  to  take  the 
command  of  his  regiment,  then 
forming  a  part  of  the  garrifon. 
His  fervices  there  were  much  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  General  O'Hara,  and 
his  fucceflor,  General  Dundas.  The 
heights  of  Faron  were  entrufted  to 
him  ;  and,  during  the  time  that 
he  commanded  in  that  important 
flation,  his  vigilance  was  fuch, 
that  he  never  retired  to  reft  till 
day-light  appeared.  All  attempts 
at  furprife  were  accordingly  fruf- 
trated,  arid  every  thing  remained 
fecure  ;  the  ftrengrh  of  the  pofition 
fcarcely  expoflng  it  to  any  other 
danger.  At  length  the  French 
army  being  increafed,  after  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Lyons,  the  danger  to 
which  Toulon  became  expofed 
was  proportionably  greater,  and 
Colonel  Villettes  was  called  to  a 
flation  of  ft  ill  more  importance, 
and  requiring  the  exertion  of 
greater  military  talents.  This  was 
the  defence  of  Les  Sablettes,  a 
narrow  ifthmus,  by  which  the  pe- 
ninfula  that  forms  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  road  of  Toulon  is  connected 
with  the  main  land.  As  long  a# 
[Ffi]  this 
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this  poft  was  in  our  poffeffion,  the 
whole  peninfula  was  fecure,  and 
the  (hips  could  remain  in  fkfety  in 
the  road  ;  but  if  this  had  been  loft, 
the  various  batteries  on  the  penin¬ 
fula  might  have  been  turned  upon 
them,  the  (hipping  mu  ft  have  re¬ 
moved  into  the  bay,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  embarkation  of  the  troops 
and  the  inhabitants  would  have 
been  rendered  impracticable.  At 
this  poft  Colonel  Villettes  com¬ 
manded  ;  having  under  him  700 
Britifh,  and  800  Neapolitan  troops. 
On  the  16th  of  December,  Faron 
was  taken  by  furprife  (but  not  by 
the  fault  of  any  Britifh  ofiicer)  ; 
and  Fort  Mulgrave,  the  neareft 
port  to  Les  Sablettes,  was  carried 
by  ftorm.  Thefe  difafters  rendered 
the  evacuation  of  Toulon  unavoid¬ 
able.  The  Neapolitan  troops,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Colonel  Vil¬ 
lettes,  behaved  very  well  as  long 
as  they  were  expofed  to  no  danger  ; 
but  when  they  law  that  Fort  Mul¬ 
grave  was  loft,  and  the  French  ap¬ 
peared  ready  to  attack  them,  they 
retired  in  a  body,  got  into  their 
boats,  and  embarked  on  board  their 
(hips.  Motwithftanding  the  de¬ 
fer  t  ion  of  i’o  great  a  part  of  his 
force,  Colonel  Villettes  kept  up  fo 
good  an  appearance  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  that  Les  Sablettes,  and, 
of  courfe  the  whole  of  the  penin¬ 
fula,  continued  in  our  poffeffion  till 
the  evening  of  the  18th;  when 
the  evacuation  of  Toulon  bein? 
complete,  lie  received  orders  to 
withdraw  his  troops.  This  fervice, 
though  rendered  very  difficult  by 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  was 
neverthelefs  effected  during  the 
■night ;  and  the  troops  were  march¬ 
ed  to  the  other  end  of  the  penin¬ 
fula,  where  they  were  embarked  in 
boats,  which  conveyed  them,  with¬ 


out  lofs,  on  board  the  fleet.  The 
next  fervice  in  which  Colonel  Vil¬ 
lettes  was  engaged,  was  the  con- 
queft  of  Corlica.  He  affed  here  in 
his  proper  ftation  at  the  fiege  of 
St.  Fiorenzo;  and  afterwards  in 
a  more  diftinguifhed  manner,  at 
that  of  Baftia.  Lord  Flood  having 
-propofed  to  the  commander  of  the 
land  forces  the  attack  of  this  latter 
place,  and  the  meafure  being  deem¬ 
ed  inexpedient  by  that  officer,  his 
lordfhip  refolved  to  undertake  the 
fiege,  without  the  affiftance  of  any 
troops  but  thofe  which  were  origi¬ 
nally  given  him  as  marines.  After 
a  clofe  blockade  of  forty  days, 
Baftia  was  taken,  and  Lord  Hood 
gratefully  acknowledged  the  effen- 
tial  affiftance  which  he  received  on 
that  occafion  from  Colonel  Vil¬ 
lettes.  The  merit  of  this  fervice 
will  perhaps  be  more  fully  appre¬ 
ciated,  when  it  is  known,  that  the 
force  which  Colonel  Villettes  com- 

4P 

manded,  was  compofed  of  no  more 
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than  1000  Britifh  foldiers,  250 
landed  feamen,  and  1 200  Corft- 
cans ;  which  laft  were  fit  only  to 
fcour  the  country.  The  garrifon, 
on  the  other  hand,  confifted  of 
4000  French  regulars,  and  about 
as  many  of  the  armed  inhabitants. 
Even  after  the  furrender  of  the 
place,  the  difficulties  of  Colonel 
Villette’s  fituation  did  not  ceafe. 
With  his  fmall  force,  he  was  to 
guard  8000  prifoners ;  and  this  ar¬ 
duous  talk  was  continued  feveral 
days,  the  ft  ate  of  the  weather  ren¬ 
dering  it  impoffible  to  fend  them 
away  in  a  fhorter  time.  For  this 
important  fervice  Colonel  Villettes 
was  rewarded,  by  being  appointed 
Governor  of  Baftia,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  him  being  propofed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  feemed 
to  be  a  fubjedf  of  regret  with 
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every  perfon,  that  fome  circum- 
ftances  of  parliamentary  etiquette 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  accede  to 
the  motion.  In  the  year  1796,  an 
intermittent  fever,  of  a  very  bad 
kind,  which  is  common  in  Corfica, 
obliged  Colonel  Villettes  to  refign 
the  government  of  Baftia,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  England ;  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  Portugal  being  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  French,  he  was  fent 
to  that  country,  and  ferved  in  the 
army  commanded  by  his  friend  Sir 
Charles  Stuart,  about  a  year  and 
a  half ;  when,  the  danger  being 
for  the  prefen t  removed,  the  Britiih 
troops  were  withdrawn,  and  Colo¬ 
nel  Villettes  came  back  to  Eng¬ 
land,  where  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  a  major-general,  on 
the  1 8th  of  June,  1798.  About 
this  time,  General  Villettes  was 
appointed  comptroller  of  the  houfe- 
hold  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Kent ;  and  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  corrtinued  to  honour  the  gene¬ 
ral  with  his  confidence  as  long  as 
he  lived.  In  1799,  General  Vil¬ 
lettes  was  fent  to  Corfu  ;  it  being 
then  in  contemplation  to  raife  a 
corps  of  Albanians  for  his  Majef- 
ty’s  fervice.  Of  the  inexpediency 
of  this  meafure  the  general  was 
foon  convinced  ;  and  however  ad¬ 
vantageous  the  adopting  it  might 
have  proved  to  himfelf,  he  ftrongly 
advifed  the  contrary,  and  the  plan 
was  accordingly  relinquifhed.  The 
mutiny  which  fome  years  after¬ 
wards  took  place  at  Malta  among 
troops  of  a  firnilar  defcription,  fully 
proved  the  juftnefs  of  his  opinion. 
When  his  prefence  was  no  longer 
neceffary  in  Corfu,  General  Vil¬ 
lettes  was  fent  to  Malta ;  where 
he  acted  for  fome  time  as  fecond  in 
command  to  General  Pigot  ;  and, 
after  his  departure  in  i8qi,  as 


commander  in  chief  of  the  forces, 
in  which  important  fituation  he  re¬ 
mained  till  the  year  1807.  Thofe 
perfons  who  recoiled!  the  ftipula- 
tions  concerning  Malta  in  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  the  difcuflions 
which  arofe  during  the  peace  in 
confequence  of  thofe  ftipulations, 
and  the  value  attached  to  this 
illand  by  all  parties  fince  the  re¬ 
newal  of  hoftilities;  and  who,  at 
the  fame  time,  conlider  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  Malta,  with  refpedt  to  Na¬ 
ples,  Sicily,  Egypt,  and  indeed  the 
whole  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Levant,  will  readily  conceive 
that  there  were  few  fituations,  in 
which  a  firm,  temperate,  and  judi¬ 
cious  condud!  could  be  more  requi- 
iite  than  in  the  commander  of  the 
forces  in  that  illand.  It  may  fafely 
be  aflerted,  that  few  men  were 
fuperior  to  General  Villettes  in  the 
qualities  from  which  fuch  a  conduct 
originates.  His  judgment  was  fo 
good,  that,  though  he  feldom  Hood 
in  need  of  advice,  yet,  on  every 
proper  occalion,  he  was  ready  to 
liflen  to  it ;  to  adopt  it  with  can¬ 
dour,  if  he  judged  it  to  be  right  ; 
or  to  adhere  to  his  own  opinion,  if 
he  favv  no  juft  grounds  for  aban¬ 
doning  it.  His  frmnefs  in  purfu- 
ing  the  line  of  condudl,  which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  adopt,  was 
equally  remarkable  ;  and  to  thefe 
qualities  were  united  a  temper  the 
lead:  irritable,  and  manners  the 
moll  conciliatory,  that  can  be  well 
imagined.  The  favourite  maxim 
of  i(  Suaviter  in  modoy  Fortiiey  in 
re”  has  perhaps  feldom  been  more 
perfedlly  exemplified.  Many  in- 
ftances  occurred  during  his  com- 

O 

mand  in  Malta,  in  which  thefe 
qualities  were  exerted,  and  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  very  bell  e ire 61s. 
When  Tomafi,  the  French-elecled 
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Grand  Matter,  laid  claim  to  the 
iiland;  when  a  French  agent  fought 
an  occafion  of  quarrel,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  raife  a  difturbance  in 
the  theatre,  as  had  been  done 
fuccefsfully  at  Rome,  Naples,  and 
elfewhere;  when  a  moft  alarming 
mutiny  took  place  among  the  fo¬ 
reign  troops  in  Fort  Ricafoli ;  on 
all  thefe,  and  on  many  other  occa- 
fions,  the  firm,  temperate,  and  ju¬ 
dicious  conduct  of  General  Vil- 
lettes  was  fuccefsfully  employed. 
In  the  year  1 807,  the  perfonal  and 
profeflional  merit  of  this  officer, 
his  perfedf  knowledge  of  moft  of 
the  European  languages,  and  his 
long  acquaintance  with  the  mili¬ 
tary  fyftems  of  the  continental 
powers,  pointed  him  out  to  his 
Majefty’s  government  as  a  proper 
prfon  to  command  the  foreign 
troops  who  were  to  form  a  part  of 
the  army  intended  to  be  fent  to  the 
Baltic,  under  Eord  Cathcart,  Ge¬ 
neral  Villettes  was  accordingly  re¬ 
called  from  Malta;  but,  though 
he  obeyed  the  fummons  with  the 
utmoft  promptitude,  it  was  found 
impoffible  for  him  to  arrive  in 
England  in  time  to  take  any  fhare 
in  the  northern  expedition.  That 
expedition  was  accordingly  dif- 
patched  under  other  commanders, 
and  General  Villettes  was,  foon 
after  his  arrival,  appointed  to  a 
fituation  ftill  more  honourable,  but 
(eventually  fatal  to  him.  It  was 
in  the  month  of  September,  1807, 
that  this  officer,  now  a  lieutenant- 
general,  returned  to  England,  a 
country  in  which  he  had  patted  fo 
fmall  a  portion  of  his  life,  as  to  be 
much  lefs  known  in  it  than  his 
worth  deferved.  He  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  appointed  colonel  of  the  64th 
regiment  of  infantry ;  and  his  ta¬ 
lents  were  not  fuffered  to  remain 


long  unemployed.  A  proper  perfon 
was  wanted  to  be  commander  of 
the  forces,  and  lieutenant-governor 
of  Jamaica.  Many  circumftances 
in  the  fituation  of  that  ifiand  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceffary  to  be  particularly 
careful  in  the  appointment  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  officer  fuited  to  that  import¬ 
ant  truft.  General  Villettes  was 
feledled  for  this  purpofe ;  and  it 
would,  perhaps,  have  been  difficult 
to  have  found  a  man  more  capable 
of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  ftation 
to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  government, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony. 
He  was  accordingly  appointed 
lieutenant-governor  and  command¬ 
er  of  the  forces  in  Jamaica,  with 
the  rank  of  a  general  in  that  iiland, 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1807. 
Highly  honourable  as  this  appoint* 
mentwas,  General  Villettes  would 
willingly  have  declined  it.  His 
conftitution,  which  was  never  very 
ftrong,  had  been  much  impaired  by 
bilious  complaints ;  and  having 
been  abfent  from  England  during 
almoft  the  whole  of  the  laft  four¬ 
teen  years,  he  would  gladly  have 
remained  fome  time  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  laft  day  before  he  em¬ 
barked  at  Spithead,  was  fpent  at 
the  houfe  of  the  earlieft  friend 
of  his  youth,  to  whom,  in 
confidential  converfation,  he  ex* 
preffed  his  belief  that  the  climate 
of  Jamaica  would  not  agree  with 
him;  ((  but/’  he  added,  “I  would 
not  object  to  going  there  on  that 
account ;  for  if  I  were  ordered  to 
march  up  to  a  battery,  I  fhould  do 
it,  though  I  might  be  of  opinion 
that  I  Ihould  be  killed  before  my 
troops  could  carry  it ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  I  think  I  ought  not  to 
hefitate  as  to  going  to  Jamaica,  if 
his  Majefty’s  fervice  requires  if, 
I  may  be  of  opinion  that  I 
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ffiall  fall  a  viftim  to  the  climate.*  * 
But  little  is  known  in  England 
what  happened  in  Jamaica  during 
the  Ihort  period  that  General  Vil¬ 
lettes  lived  after  his  arrival  in  that 
ifland.  It  is,  however,  well 
known,  that  his  amiable  difpofi- 
tion,  and  that  firm,  but  concilia¬ 
tory  conduft,  which  always  formed 
fu  remarkable  a  part  of  his 
character,  foon  engaged  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  efteem  of  the  whole 
community.  In  the  month  of  July, 
1808,  he  undertook  a  military 
tour  of  infpeftion  through  the 
ifland.  Neither  the  bad  date  of 
his  health,  nor  the  unfavourable 
weather,  could  induce  him  to  poft- 
pone  doing  what  he  confidered  to 
be  his  duty.  General  Villettes 
left  Kingflon  on  the  3d  of  July, 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  Port  An¬ 
tonio,  where  he  infpefted  fome  of 
the  troops.  He  fet  out  from  thence 
on  the  1 1  th,  to  go  to  Buff  Bay,  in 
the  parifh  of  St.  George,  to  in- 
fpeft  a  battalion  of  the  60th,  which 
was  ftationed  there;  but  in  this 
journey  he  was  feized  with  a  fever, 
which,  on  the  third  day,  put  a 
period  to  his  life.  He  died  on  the 
13th  of  July,  at  Mrs.  Brown’s  ef- 
tate,  named  Union;  retaining  in 
his  lafl  moments  tjie  fame  ferenity 
of  mind  for  which  his  whole  life 
had  been  fo  remarkably  diftin- 
guifhed.  The  regret  expreffed  on 
this  occafion,  by  ail  defcriptions  of 
perfons  in  Jamaica,  far  exceeded 
what  could  have  been  fuppofed  pof- 
fible,  when  the  fhort  period  that 
General  Villettes  had  refided 
among  them  is  taken  into  cons¬ 
ideration.  His  body  was  interred 
near  Kingflon,  in  the  parifh  of 
Half- Way-Tree,  in  which  he  re¬ 
dded.  The  funeral  was  attended 
by  the  Duke  of  Manchefler  (the 
governor  of  the  illancl),  as  chief 


mourner,  and  was  conduced  with 
all  the  military  honours  fo  juflly 
due  to  the  rank  and  merit  of  the 
deceafed.  Few  men  have  pofleffed, 
in  a  degree  fuperior  to  General 
Villettes,  the  talent  of  acquiring 
the  good  will  of  almoft  all,  the  ill 
will  of  fcarcely  any,  who  knew 
him.  The  chief  reafon  was,  $hat 
he  felt  good  will  towards  all,  and 
his  conduft  was  fui table  to  his  feeK 
ings.  His  friendfhip,  though  by 
no  means  reft  rifted  to  a  few,  was 
far  from  being  indiferiminate ;  but 
any  perfon  who  once  really  enjoyed 
it,  was  fure  that  it  would  never  be 
withdrawn.  On  the  application  of 
three  friends  of  the  late  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Villettes,  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Weftminfter  have 
confented  that  a  monument  fhould 
be  placed  to  the  memory  of  that 
much  lamented  officer,  near  the 
monument  of  his  lat£  friend,  the 
Hon.  Sir  C.  Stuart.  Mr.  Weftma- 
cott  is  employed  as  the  fculptor ; 
and  the  following  infeription  is  tq 
be  engraved  on  the  marble : 

i(  Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Lieutenant-General  William-  Anne 
Villettes,  (fecond  fon  of  Arthur 
Villettes,  Efq.  his  Majefty’s  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Turin, 
and  to  the  Helvetic  Cantons,)  who, 
during  a  period  of  thirty-three 
years,  rendered  eftential  fervice  ta 
his  country,  at  Toulon,  in  Cor- 
lica,  at  Malta,  and  in  many  othef 
places.  In  confederation  of  thefe 
fervices,  he  was  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  64th  regiment  of  Infantry, 
and  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Forces  in  Jamaica  ; 
but,  while  engaged  in  a  tour  of 
military  infpeftion  in  that  ifland, 
he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  and 
died  near  Port  Antonio,  on  the 
13th  of  July,  1808,  aged  54 
years — A  worthy  member  of  fo- 
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ciety  was-  thus  taken  from  the 
public  ;  a  valuable  officer  was  loft 
to  the  King's  fervice;  and  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica  was  deprived  of 
a  man  well  calculated  to  promote 
its  happinefs  and  profperity.  His 
refidence  there  was  indeed  fhort ; 
yet  his  manly  but  mild  virtues, 
his  dignified  but  affable  deport¬ 
ment,  and  his  firm  but  conciliating 
condud,  had  fecured  him  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  efteem  of  the  whole 
community. 

**  The  fculptur’d  marble  (hall  diffolve  in 
duft. 

And  fame  and  wealth,  and  honours, 
pafs  away  ; 

Not  fuch  the  triumphs  of  the  good  and 

juft, 

Not  fuch  the  glories  of  eternal  day.” 


SHERIFFS  appointed,  by  his  Ma « 
jefy  in  Council ,  for  ihe  Year  1 809. 

Bedfordshire,  Robert  Garffin, 
of  Harroid,  Efq. 

Berkshire.  Sir  Thomas  Theo- 
philus  Metcalfe,  of  Fernhill,  Bart. 

Buckingha?njhire .  Thomas  Stan¬ 
hope  Badcock,  of  Buckingham, 
Efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  John 
Heathcote,  of  Conington  Caftle, 
Efq. 

Cbejhirc,  Thomas  William  Tat¬ 
too,  of  Wittinfhall,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  Miles  Ponfonhy, 
of  Hail  Hall,  Efq. 

Derbyshire.  Charles  Upton,  of 
Derby,  Efq. 

Deajon/hire .  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
Ackland,  of  Kellerton,  Bart. 

Borfetjhire .  James  John  Farqu- 
harfon,  of  Langton,  Efq. 

Effex.  J.  Rutherford  Abdy,  of 
Albyns,  Efq. 

Qlouceferjhive .  John  Hodder 
Moggridge,  of  Dymock,  Efq. 


Here  fordfh ire.  W.  Wall,  of  Leo- 
minfter,  Efq. 

Hertfordjhire .  Edmund  Darby, 
of  Afhton  Houfe,  Efq. 

Kent.  Sir  Win.  Brooke  Bridges, 
of  Goodnefton,  Bart. 

La?icafhire.  Samuel  Clowes,  of 
Boughton  Hall,  Efq. 

Leicefierjhire.  Sir  William  Man¬ 
ners,  of  Buckminfter,  Bart. 

Lincolnshire.  Sir  R.  Heron,  of 
Stubton,  Bart. 

Monmouthjhire.  John  Kemys 
Gardner  Kemys,  of  Pertholey, 
Efq. 

Norfolk .  James  Coldham,  of 
A  inner,  Efq. 

North amptotijhire.  R,  Andrew, 

of  Harlefton,  Efq. 

Northumberland.  Wm.  Sadlier 
Brewere,  of  Bewicke,  Efq. 

Nottinghamjhire .  Thomas  Wal¬ 
ker,  of  Bury  Hill,  Efq. 

Oxfordjhire .  J.  Harrifon,  of 
Shell  well,  Efq. 

Rutlandjhire.  Abel  Walfoid  Bel- 
laers,  of  Bulmerthorpe,  Efq. 

Shropshire .  Wm,  Sparling,  of 

Pet  ton,  Efq. 

SomerSetShire .  J.  Nurton,  of 
Milverton,  Efq. 

Staffordshire,  TheophilusLevett, 
of  Whichner,  Efq. 

County  of  South  amp  ton.  J  ohn 
Blackburne,  of  Prefton  Candover, 
Efq. 

Suffolk.  John  Dreffer,  of  Bly- 
ford,  Efq. 

Surry.  Edward  Bilke,  of  South¬ 
wark,  Efq. 

Saffex.  Thomas  Tourle,  of 
Landport,  Efq. 

Warwickshire.  Abraham  Brace- 
bridge,  of  Atherftone,  Efq. 

Wiltshire.  Sir  Charles  Warre 
Mallett,  of  Wilbury  Houfe,  Bart, 

WorceJlerShire •  Henry  Bromley, 
of  Abberley,  Efq. 

Xorkffirc. 
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Yorkjhire.  Sir  G,  Womb  welly 
of  Wombwell,  Bart. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon .  Thomas  Wood,  of 
Gwernivett,  Efq. 

Carmarthen/hire .  Richard  Ifaac 
Starke,  of  Langharne  Caftle,  Efq. 

Cardigan .  William  Skyrme,  of 
Altgcock,  Efq. 

Glamorgan .  Sir  Jer.  Homlray, 
of  Landaff. 

Pembroke.  C.  Allen  Phillips,  of 
the  Hill,  Efq. 

Radnor.  John  Whittaker,  of 
Cafcob,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefey.  Sir  John  Thomas  Stan* 
ley,  of  Bodewyrd,  Bart, 
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Caern&rnjonJkire.  Thomas  Parry 
John  Parry,  of  Madryn,  Efq. 

Denbighjhire.  J.  Ablet,  of  Llan- 
bedd,  Efq. 

Flint//? ire.  Thomas  Peate,  of 

Biftree,  Efq. 

Merioneth.  William  Davies,  of 
Ty  Ucha,  Efq. 

Montgomeryjhire .  Thomas  Ed¬ 
wards,  of  Trefuant,  Efq. 


SHERIFF  appointed  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales ,  in 
Council ,  for  the  Year  1S08. 

Cornwall.  The  Lion.  Charles 
Bagnal  Agar. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


Admiralty. Office,  Jan„  7. 

Copy  tf  a  Letter  from  Vice-Admiral 
Lord  Collnig'wood)  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefly ’s  Jhips  and 
•vejfels  in  the  Mediterranean ,  te 
the  Hon .  W.  JV.  Pole  ;  dated  on 
board  the  Ocean}  off  Toulon ,  the 
lyth  of  OBoher^  1808. 

“  Sir, 

S(  T  INCLOSE  a  letter  which  I 
have  juft  received  from  the 
Righj:  Hon.  Lord  Cochrane,  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Imperieufe,  ftating  the 
fervices  which  he  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  on  the  coaft  of  Langue¬ 
doc.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  ac¬ 
tivity  and  zeal  with  which  his 
lordlhip  purfues  the  enemy.  The 
fuccefs  which  attends  his  enter- 
prifes  clearly  indicates  with  what 
ikill  and  ability  they  are  conduc¬ 
ed  ;  befides  keeping  the  coaft  in 
conftant  alarm,  cauftng  a  total  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  trade,  and  haraffing 
a  body  of  troops  employed  in  op. 
pofing  him,  he  has,  probably,  pre¬ 
vented  thofe  troops  which  were  in¬ 
tended  for  Figueras  from  advanc¬ 
ing  into  Spain,  by  giving  them 
employment  in  the  defence  of  their 
own  coafts.  On  the  coaft  towards 
Genoa,  the  enemy  has  been  equally 
annoyed  by  the  Kent  and  Wizard. 
Thofe  (hips  have  had  that  Ration 


fome  time,  to  prevent  the  French 
Ihips  failing  from  Genoa,  and  have 
almoft  entirely  flopped  the  only 
trade  the  enemy  had,  which  is  in 
very  final!  velfels :  during  their 
cruize  there  they  have  taken  and 
deftroyed  twenty-three  of  thofe 
coafters.  I  inelofe  the  letter  of 
Captain  Rogers,  giving  an  account 
of  the  attack  made  at  Noli,  and 
the  capture  of  the  veflels  in  the 
road. 

I  have  the  honour  t®  be,  &c. 

((  Collingwood/ 

Imperieufe ,  Gulf  of  Lyons ,  Sept9  a  8,, 

((  My  Lord, 

With  varying  oppofition,  but 
with  unvaried  fuccefs,  the  newly- 
eredfed  femaphoric  telegraphs, 
which  are  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  the  fafety  of  the 
numerous  convoys  that  pafs 
along  the  coaft  of  France,  at 
Bourdique,  La  Pinede,  St.  Ma- 
guire,  Frontignan,  Canet,  andFoy, 
have  been  blown  up  and  completely 
demoliftied,  together  with  their 
telegraphic  houfes,  fourteen  bar¬ 
racks  of  the  gens  d’armes,  or  Dou~ 
anes,  one  battery,  and  the  ftrong 
tower  upon  the  lake  of  Frontig¬ 
nan.  Mr,  Mapleton,  firft  lieute¬ 
nant,  had  command  of  thefe  expe¬ 
ditions  ;  Lieutenant  Johnfon  had 
charge  of  the  field  pieces,  and 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  Hore,  of  the  royal  ma¬ 
rines.  To  them,  and  to  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert,  affiftant-furgeon  ;  Mr.  Bur¬ 
ney,  gunner;  Meffrs.  Stewart  and 
Stovin,  midfhipmen,  is  due  what¬ 
ever  credit  may  arife  from  fuch 
mifchief,  and  for  having  with  fo 
fmall  a  force  drawn  about  two 
thoufand  troops  from  the  import¬ 
ant  fortrefs  of  Figueras  in  Spain, 
to  the  defence  of  their  own  coaft. 
The  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Ma- 
pleton,  johnfon,  and  Hore,  de¬ 
fer  ves  my  bell  praife,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  other  officers,  royal 
marines,  and  feamen. 

il  I  have,  &c. 

“  Cochrane.’* 

Iraperieufe,  none  killed;  none 
wounded ;  one  fmged  blowing  up 
a  battery. — French,  one  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  troops  killed  ;  how 
many  others  unknown. 

His  Majcftff  s  JJ/ip  Kent ,  off  Genoa , 
Auguji  g. 

{t  Sir, 

“  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that  yefterday,  running  along  the 
coaft:  from  Genoa  towards  Cape  del 
Melle,  we  difcovered  a  convoy  of 
ten  fail  of  coafters  deeply  laden, 
under  the  protection  of  a  gun-boat, 
at  anchor  clofe  to  the  beach  abreaft 
of  the  town  of  Noli;  and  as  there 
appeared  a  fair  profpeCt  of  bringing 
them  out  by  a  prompt  attack,  be¬ 
fore  the  enemy  had  time  to  colleCt 
his  force,  I  inftantly  determined  to 
fend  in  the  boats  of  the  Kent  and 
Wizard ;  and  as  there  was  but  lit¬ 
tle  wind,  I  directed  Captain  Fer¬ 
ris  of  the  Wizard,  to  tow  in  and 
cover  the  boats,  which  immedi¬ 
ately  put  off,  and,  by  great  exer¬ 
tion,  foon  towed  her  clofe  to  the 
veffels,  when  it  was  found  impof- 
ftble  to  bring  them  out  without 


landing,  moft  of  them  being  fatt¬ 
ened  to  the  fhore  by  ropes  from 
their  keels  and  maft-heads.  The 
boats  therefore  pulled  to  the  beach 
with  great  refolution,  expofed  to 
the  fire  of  two  guns  in  the  bow  of 
the  gun-boat,  two  field  pieces 
placed  in  a  grove  which  flanked 
the  beach,  a  heavy  gun  in  front  of 
the  town,  and  a  continued  fire  of 
mufketry  from  the  houfes  ;  but 
thefe  were  no  check  to  the  ardour 
and  intrepidity  of  Britifh  feamen 
and  marines,  who  leaped  from  the 
boats,  and  rufhed  upon  the  enemy 
with  a  fearlefs  zeal  that  was  not 
to  be  refilled.  The  gun  in  front 
of  the  town  was  foon  taken  and 
fpiked  by  Lieutenant  Chafman, 
fecond  of  the  Kent,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  feamen,  and  Lieutenant 
Hanlon,  the  royal  marines ;  and 
the  enemy,  who  had  drawn  up  a 
confiderable  force  of  regular  troops 
in  the  grove,  to  defend  the  two 
field-pieces,  was  diflodgedby  Cap¬ 
tain  Rea,  who  commanded  the 
royal  marines,  and  Lieutenant 
Grant  of  that  corps  who  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  field-pieces,  and 
brought  them  off.  In  the  mean 
time,  Lieutenants  Lindfay  and 
Morefby,  of  the  Kent,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Biffet,  of  the  Wizard,  who 
had  equally  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
the  beach,  were  aCtively  employed 
in  taking  poffeffion  of  \ the  gun¬ 
boat,  and  freeing  the  veffels  from 
their  falls  to  the  fhore  ;  and  I  had 
foon  the  fatisfaClion  to  fee  our 
people  embark,  and  the  whole  of 
the  veffels  coming  out  under  the 
proteding  fire  of  the  Wizard, 
which,  by  the  judicious  conduit  of 
Captain  Ferris,  contributed  very 
effentially  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check,  both  in  the  advance  and  re¬ 
treat 
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treat  of  the  boats.  I  Ihould  have 
pleafurein  noticing  the  midfhipmen 
and  others  who  were  confpicuous 
in  this  little  enterprife ;  but  I  fear 
that  I  have  already  given  a  longer 
detail  than  it  may  be  thought  wor¬ 
thy  of,  and  lhall  therefore  only 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  one  feaman 
killed,  and  one  badly  wounded 
(fince  dead),  both  of  the  Kent,  is 
all  the  lofs  we  fuftained,  The  ene¬ 
my  left  many  dead  on  the  ground. 
The  gun-boat  was  a  national  vef- 
fel,  called  La  Vigilante,  com¬ 
manded  by  an  Enfeigne  de  Vaif- 
feau,  with  a  complement  of  forty- 
live  men.  Thomas  Rogers. 

P*  S»  Since  writing  the  above, 
the  boats  of  the  Kent  and  Wizard 
have  brought  out,  without  mif- 
chief,  from  under  the  guns  of  a 
fort  near  Leghorn,  where  they  had 
taken  fhelter,  three  laden  veffels, 
and  burnt  a  fourth,  which  was  a- 
ground,  and  could  not  be  got  off. 


Bowning-ftreet,  Jan.  io« 

Di/patches ,  from  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  extracts ,  were  on  the  8th 
inf,  received  from  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Sir  "J.  Moore ,  K.  B.  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  his  Majeff  s 
forces  employed  in  Spain. 

(t Eene<ventes  Dec.  28,  1 80 8. 
i(  Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honour  to  ad- 
drefs  you  upon  the  16th,  from 
Toro,  the  army  has  been  almott 
conftantly  marching  through  fnow, 
and  with  cold  that  has  been  very 
intenfe.  The  weather,  within 
thefe  few  days,  has  turned  to  rain, 
which  is  much  more  uncomfortable 
than  the  cold,  and  has  rendered  the 
roads  almoft  impafiable.  On  the 
21  ft  the  army  reached  Sahagun  ;  it 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX*  New 


was  neceflary  to  halt  there  In  order 
to  refrefti  the  men,  and  on  account 
of  provifions.  The  information  I 
received  was,  that  Marfhal  Souk 
was  at  Saldana  with  about  16,000 
men,  with  polls  along  the  river 
from  Guarda  to  Carrion.  The 
army  was  ordered  to  march  in  two 
columns  at  eight  o’clock  on  the 
night  of  the  23d,  to  force  the 
bridge  at  Carrion,  and  from  thence 
proceed  to  Saldana.  At  fix  that 
evening  I  received  information 
that  confiderable  reinforcements 
had  arrived  at  Carrion  from  Pa- 
lencia,  and  a  letter  from  the  Mar» 
quis  de  la  Rom  ana  informed  me 
that  the  French  were  advancing 
from  Madrid,  either  to  Valladolid 
or  Salamanca.  It  was  evident  that 
it  was  too  late  to  profecute  the 
attempt  upon  Soult  j  that  I  muft 
be  fatisfied  with  the  diverfion  I 
had  occafioned  ;  and  that  I  had  no 
time  to  lofe  to  fecure  my  retreat. 
The  next  morning,  Lieutenant- 
General  Hope,  with  Ills  own  divi- 
fion  and  that  of  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Frafer,  marched  to  Majorga. 
I  fent  Sir  D.  Baird,  with  his  divi- 
fion,  to  pafs  the  river  at  Valmira  5 
and  followed  Lieutenant-General 
Hope  on  the  25th,  with  the  re- 
ferve  and  the  light  brigades,  by  Ma» 
jorga,  and  Valderas,  to  Benevente. 
The  cavalry  under  Lord  Paget  fol¬ 
lowed  the  referve  on  the  26th : 
both  the  latter  corps  entered  this 
place  yefterday.  We  continue  our 
march  on  Aftorga.  Generals  Hope 
and  Frafer  are  already  gone  on  ; 
Sir  D.  Baird  proceeds  to-morrow 
from  Valencia  ;  and  I  lhall  leave 
this  with  the  referve  at  the  fame 
time.  Lord  Paget  will  remain  with 
the  cavalry,  to  give  us  notice  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Hi¬ 
therto  their  infantry  have  not  come 
Series.  [Gg]  up. 
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up,  but  they  are  near,  and  the 
cavalry  is  round  us  in  great  num¬ 
bers.  They  are  checked  by  our 
cavalry,  which  have  obtained,  by 
their  fpirit  and  enterprife,  an  as¬ 
cendancy  over  that  of  the  French, 
which  nothing  but  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  numbers  on  their  part  will 
get  the  better  of.  The  diverfion 
made  by  our  march  on  Sahagun, 
though  at  great  rifk  to  ourfelves, 
has  been  complete.  It  remains  to 
be  feen  what  advantage  the  Spani¬ 
ards  in  the  fouth  will  be  able  to 
take  of  it ;  but  the  march  of  the 
French  on  Badajos  was  Hopped, 
when  its  advanced  guard  had  reach¬ 
ed  Talaveira  de  la  Reina ;  and 
every  thing  difpofeable  is  now 
turned  in  this  dire&ion.  The  only 
part  of  the  army  which  has  been 
hitherto  engaged  with  the  enemy 
has  been  the  cavalry  ;  and  it  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  fay  too  much 
in  their  praife.  I  mentioned  to 
your  lordfhip,  in  my  letter  of  the 
1 6th,  the  fuccefs  Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  Stewart  had  met  with  in  de¬ 
feating  a  detachment  of  cavalry  at 
Rueda.  Since  that,  few  days  have 
pafled  without  his  taking  or  kill¬ 
ing  different  parties  of  the  French, 
generally  fuperior  in  force  to  thofe 
who  attacked  them.  On  their 
march  to  Sahagun,  Lord  Paget  had 
information  of  6  or  700  cavalry 
being  in  that  town.  He  marched, 
on  the  night  of  the  20th,  from 
fome  villages,  where  he  was  polled 
in  front  of  the  enemy  of  Majorga, 
with  the  10th  and  15th  huffars. 
The  10th  marched  flraight  to  the 
town,  whilft  Lord  Paget,  with 
the  15th,  endeavoured  to  turn  it : 
unfortunately  he  fell  in  with  a  pa¬ 
trol,  one  of  whom  efcaped,  and 
gave  the  alarm.  By  this  means 
the  French  had  time  to  form  on  the 


outfide  of  the  town,  before  Lord 
Paget  got  round.  He  immediately 
charged  them :  beat  them,  and 
took  from  140  to  150  prifoners, 
amongfl  whom  were  two  lieute¬ 
nant-colonels  and  eleven  officers, 
with  the  lofs  on  our  part  of  fix 
or  eight  men,  and  perhaps  twenty 
wounded.  There  have  been  taken 
by  the  cavalry  from  4  to  500 
French,  befides  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  killed  ;  this  fince  we  began 
our  march  from  Salamanca.  On 
his  march  from  Sahagun,  on  the 
20th,  Lord  Paget,  with  two  fqua- 
drons  of  the  10th,  attacked  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  cavalry  at  Majorga, 
killed  twenty,  and  took  above  1  o© 
prifoners.  Our  cavalry  is  very  fu¬ 
perior  in  quality  to  any  the  French 
have ;  and  the  right  fpirit  has  been 
infufed  into  them  by  the  example 
and  inflru&ion  of  their  two  leaders. 
Lord  Paget  and  Brigadier-General 
Stewart.*' 


ii  Aftorga,  Dec .  31,  iSo§» 
u  Sir, 

(i  I  arrived  here  yefierday.  Ma« 
jer-General  Frafer,  with  his  divi- 
fion,  will  be  at  Villa  Franca  this 
day,  and  will  proceed  on  to  Lugo. 
Lieutenant-General  Hope,  with 
his  divifion,  flopped  yefierday  two 
leagues  from  this,  and  proceeds 
this  morning,  followed  by  Sir  D. 
Baird.  The  two  flank  brigades  go 
by  the  road  of  Penferada.  I  fhall 
follow,  with  the  referve  and  ca¬ 
valry,  to  Villa  Franca,  either  this 
night  or  to-morrow  morning,  ac¬ 
cording  as  I  hear  the  approach  of 
the  French.  The  morning  I  march* 
ed  from  Benevente,  feven  fquad- 
rons  of  Bonaparte's  guards  paffed 
the  river,  at  a  ford  above  the 
bridge.  They  were  attacked  by 

Brigadier¬ 

s’ 
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Brigadier-General  Stewart,  at  the 
head  of  the  piquets  of  the  1 8 til 
and  3d  German  light  dragoons, 
and  driven  acrofs  the  ford.  Their 
colonel,  a  general  of  divifion,  Le- 
febre,  was  taken,  together  with 
about  feventy  officers  and  men. 
The  affair  was  well  contefted.  The 
numbers  with  which  Brigadier- 
General  Stewart  attacked  were  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  French :  it  is  the 
corps  of  the  greateft  charader  in 
their  army ;  but  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Britilh  was,  I  am  told,  very 
confpicuous.  I  inclofe,  for  your 
lordftiip’s  fatisfadion,  Lord  Pa¬ 
get's  report  of  it." 

t 

Ci  Ben  entente ,  Dec,  29,  1808. 
“  Sir, 

t(  1  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  about  nine  this  morning 
I  received  a  report  that  the  ene¬ 
my's  cavalry  was  in  the  ad  of 
croffing  the  river  at  the  ford  near 
the  bridge.  1  immediately  fent 
down  the  piquets  of  the  night, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Otway, 
of  the  18th.  Having  left  orders 
that  the  cavalry  (hould  repair  to 
their  alarm-pofts,  I  went  forward 
to  reconnoitre,  and  found  four 
fquadrons  of  imperial  guards  form¬ 
ed,  and  fkirmifhing  with  the  pi¬ 
quets  and  other  cavalry  in  the  ad 
of  paffing.  I  fent  for  the  10th 
huffars;  who  having  arrived,  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Stewart  immedi¬ 
ately  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  piquets,  and  with  the  utmoft 
gallantry  attacked.  The  10th  huf¬ 
fars  fupported  in  the  moft  perfed 
order.  The  refult  of  the  affair, 
as  far  as  I  have  yet  been  able  to 
colled,  is  about  thirty  killed, 
twenty-five  wounded,  feventy  pri- 
foners,  and  about  the  fame  number 
of  horfes.  It  is  impoflible  for  me 


to  avoid  fpeaking  in  the  higheft 
terms  of  all  thofe  engaged.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Otway  and  Major 
Bagwell  headed  the  refpedive 
night  piquets :  the  latter  is  (lightly 
wounded.  The  utmoft  zeal  was 
confpicuous  in  the  whole  of  my 
ftaff ;  and  I  had  many  volunteers 
from  head-quarters  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  of  your  army.  Amongft  the 
prifoners  is  the  general  of  divifion 
Lefebre  (who  commanded  the  ca¬ 
valry  of  the  imperial  guard),  and 
two  captains.  Our  lofs  is,  I  fear, 
nearly  fifty  men  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  I  will  fend  a  return  the  mo¬ 
ment  I  can  colled  the  reports. 

“  Paget,  Lieut—Gen." 


The  following  extrad  from  the 
laft  letter  of  General  Sir  John 
Moore  has  been  printed,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons : 

Ext  raft  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  John  Moore ,  to  Vif 
count  Caflereagh ,  dated  Corunna , 
Jan.  13,  1809. 

(S  Situated  as  the  army  is  at  pre- 
fent,  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  de¬ 
tail  to  your  lordfhip  the  events 
which  have  taken  place  fince  1  had 
the  honour  to  addrefs  you  from 
Aftorga,  on  the  3 1  ft  of  December : 
I  have  therefore  determined  to  fend 
to  England  Brigadier-General 
Charles  Stewart,  as  the  officer  beft 
qualified  to  give  you  every  infor¬ 
mation  you  can  want,  both  with 
refped  to  our  adual  fituation  and 
the  events  which  have  led  to  it. 
Your  lordlhip  knows,  that  had  I 
followed  my  own  opinion,  as  a 
military  man,  I  (hould  have  re¬ 
tired  with  the  army  from  Sala¬ 
manca.  The  Spanifti  armies  were 
then  beaten  ;  there  was  no  Spanifti 
[Ggz]  force 
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force  to  which  we  could  unite,  and 
I  was  fatisfied  that  no  efforts 
would  be  made  to  aid  us,  or  to 
favour  the  caufe  in  which  they 
were  engaged.  I  was  fenfible, 
however,  that  the  apathy  and  in¬ 
difference  of  the  Spaniards  would 
never  have  been  believed ;  that 
had  the  Britifh  been  withdrawn, 
the  lofs  of  the  caufe  would  have 
been  imputed  to  their  retreat,  and 
it  was  neceffary  to  rifk  this  army 
to  convince  the  people  of  England, 
*  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  neither  the 
power  nor  the  inclination  to  make 
any  efforts  for  themfelves.  It  was 
for  this*reafon  that  I  made  the 
march  to  Sahagun.  As  a  diverfion 
it  fucceeded  ;  I  brought  the  whole 
difpofeable  force  of  the  French 
againft  this  army,  and  it  has  been 
allowed  to  follow  me,  without  a 
fmgle  movement  being  made  to 
favour  my  retreat.  The  people  of 
the  Gallicias,  though  armed,  made 
no  attempt  to  flop  the  paflage  of 
the  French  through  the  mountains. 
They  abandoned  their  dwellings  at 
our  approach,  drove  away  their 
carts,  oxen*  and  every  thing  that 
could  be  of  the  fmalleft  aid  to  the 
army.  The  confequence  has  been, 
that  our  fick  have  been  left  be¬ 
hind  ;  and  when  our  horfes  or 
mules  failed,  which  on  fuch 
marches,  and  through  fuch  a  coun¬ 
try,  was  the  cafe  to  a  great  extent, 
baggage,  ammunition,  ftores,  &c. 
and  even  money,  were  neceflarily 
deftroyed  or  abandoned.  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  that  the  army,  whofe 
conduft  I  had  fuch  reafon  to  extol 
on  its  march  through  Portugal,  and 
on  its  arrival  in  Spain,  has  totally 
changed  its  chara&er  ftnce  it  be¬ 
gan  to  retreat.  I  can  fay  nothing 
in  its  favour,  but  that  when  there 


was  a  profpeft  of  fighting  the  ene¬ 
my,  the  men  were  then  orderly, 
and  feemed  pleafed  and  determined 
to  do  their  duty.  In  front  of  Villa 
Franca  the  French  came  up  with 
the  referve,  with  which  I  was  co¬ 
vering  the  retreat  of  the  army ; 
they  attacked  it  at  Cacabellos.  I 
retired,  covered  by  the  95th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  marched  that  night  to 
Herrefias,  and  from  thence  to  No¬ 
gales  and  Lugo,  where  I  had  or¬ 
dered  the  different  divifions  which 
preceded  to  halt  and  colleft.  At 
Lugo,  the  French  again  came  up 
with  us.  They  attacked  our  ad¬ 
vanced  pofts  on  the  6th  and  yth, 
and  were  repulfed  in  both  attempts, 
with  little  lofs  on  our  fide.  I  heard 
from  the  prifoners  taken,  that  three 
divifions  of  the  French  army  were 
come  up,  commanded  by  Marfhai 
Soult ;  I  therefore  expelled  to  be 
attacked  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th.  It  was  my  wifh  to  come  to 
that  iflue  ;  1  had  perfect  confi¬ 

dence  in  the  valour  of  the  troops, 
and  it  was  only  by  crippling  the 
enemy  that  we  could  hope  either 
to  retreat  or  to  embark  unmoleft- 
ed.  I  made  every  preparation  to 
receive  the  attack,  and  drew  out 
the  army  in  the  morning  to  offer 
battle.  This  was  not  Marfhai 
Soult's  object.  He  either  did  not 
think  himfelf  fufiiciently  ftrong, 
or  he  wifhed  to  play  a  furer  game, 
by  attacking  us  on  our  march,  or 
during  our  embarkation.  The 
country  was  interfered,  and  his 
pofition  too  ftrong  for  me  to  attack 
with  an  inferior  force.  The  want 
of  provifions  would  not  enable  me 
to  wait  longer ;  I  marched  that 
iright  ;  and  in  two  forced  marches, 
by  advancing  for  fix  or  eight  hour* 
in  the  rain,  I  reached  Betanzos  on 
the  10th  inftant.  At  Lugo,  I  was 

fenfible 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  [469 


fenfible  of  the  impoffibility  of 
reaching  Vigo,  which  was  at  too 
great  a  diftanee,  and  offered  no  ad¬ 
vantages  to  embark  in  the  face  of 
an  enemy.  My  intention  was  then 
to  have  retreated  to  the  peninfula 
of  Betanzos,  where  I  hoped  to  find 
a  pofition  to  cover  the  embarka¬ 
tion  of  the  army  in  Ares  or  Redes 
Bays  ;  but  having  fent  an  officer 
to  reconnoitre  it,  by  his  report  I 
was  determined  to  prefer  this  place. 
I  gave  notice  to  the  admiral  of  my 
intention,  and  begged  that  the 
tranfports  might  be  brought  to 
Corunna  |  had  I  found  them  here 
on  my  arrival,  on  the  1 1  th,  the 
embarkation  would  eafily  have 
been  effected,  for  I  had  gained  fe- 
veral  marches  on  the  French.  Thev 

j 

have  now  come  up  with  us,  the 
tranfports  are  not  arrived;  my 
pofition  in  front  of  this  place  is  a 
very  bad  one  ;  and  this  place,  if  I 
am  forced  to  retire  into  it,  is  com¬ 
manded  within  mufquet  fhot,  and 
the  harbour  will  be  fo  commanded 
by  cannon  on  the  coaft,  that  no 
fhip  will  be  able  to  lay  in  it.  In 
Ihort,  my  lord,  General  Stewart 
will  inform  you  how  critical  our 
fituation  is.  It  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  me  to  make  a  propofal 
to  the  enemy,  to  induce  him  to 
allow  us  to  embark  quietly  ;  in 
which  cafe  he  gets  us  out  of  the 
country  foon,  and  this  place,  with 
its  ftores,  &c.  complete ;  that 
otherwife  we  have  the  power  to 
make  a  long  defence,  which  muft 
caufe  the  deftruttion  of  the  town. 
I  am  averfe  to  make  any  fuch  pro¬ 
pofal,  and  am  exceedingly  doubt¬ 
ful  if  it  would  be  attended  with 
any  good  effedl ;  but  whatever  I 
srefolve  on  this  head,  I  hope  your 
lordlhip  will  reft  affured,  that  I 
lhall  accept  no  terms  that  are  in 


the  leaft  dilhonourable  to  the  army 
or  the  country.  I  find  that  I  have 
been  led  into  greater  length,  and 
more  detail,  than  I  thought  I 
fhould  have  had  time  for  ;  I  have 
written  under  interruptions,  and 
my  mind  much  occupied  with  other 
matters.  My  letter,  written  fo 
carelefsly,  can  only  be  confidered 
as  private.  When  I  have  more 
leifure,  I  lhall  write  more  correct¬ 
ly  ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  rely  on 
General  Stewart  for  giving  your 
lordlhip  the  information  and  detail 
which  I  have  omitted.  1  fhould 
regret  his  abfence,  for  his  fervices 
have  been  very  diftimguilhed ;  but 
the  ftate  of  his  eyes  makes  it  im« 
poffible  for  him  to  fcrve,  and  this 
country  is  not  one  in  which  ca¬ 
valry  can  be  of  much  ufe.  If  I 
fucceed  in  embarking  the  army,  I 
lhall  fend  it  to  England ;  it  is 
quite  unfit  for  further  fervice  until 
it  has  been  refitted,  which  can  bell 
be  done  there. 

ec  John  Moore,1’ 


London  Gazette  Extraordinary^  dated 
Downing -Jireet)  Jan.  24,  1809. 

The  Honourable  Captain  Hope 
arrived  late  laft  night  with  a  dif- 
patch  from  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
David  Baird  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Caftlereagh,  one  of  his  Majefty^i 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

His  Majejiy s  Jhip  Ville  de  Paris ,  at 
fea ,  Jan .  18,  1809. 
i(  My  Lord, 

((  By  the  much-lamented  death 
of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Moore,  who  fell  in  a&ion  with  the 
enemy  on  the  16th  inftant,  it  has 
become  my  duty  to  acquaint  your 
lordlhip,  that  the  French  army  at¬ 
tacked  the  Britilh  troops  in  the. 
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pofition  they  occupied  in  front  of 
Corunna,  at  about  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day.  A  fe- 
vere  wound,  which  compelled  me 
to  quit  the  field  a  (hort  time  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fall  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  obliges  me  to  refer  your 
lordfhip  for  the  particulars  of  the 
a&ion,  which  was  long  and  obfti- 
nately  contefted,  to  the  inclofed 
report  of  Lieutenant-General  Hope, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  to  whofe  ability  and 
exertions  in  direction  of  the  ardent 
zeal  and  unconquerable  valour  of 
his  Majefty’s  troops,  is  to  be  attri¬ 
buted,  under  Providence,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  day,  which  terminated 
in  the  complete  and  entire  repulfe 
and  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  every 
point  of  attack.  The  Honourable 
Captain  Gordon,  my  aid-de-camp, 
will  have  the  honour  of  delivering 
this  difpatch,  and  will  be  able  to 
give  your  lordfhip  any  further  in¬ 
formation  which  may  be  required. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  Baird,  Lieut.-Gen. 


His  Majejly’s  Jhip  Audacious ,  off  Co. 

runnai  Jan,  18,  1809. 

“  Sir, 

4t  In  compliance  with  the  defire 
contained  in  your  communication 
of  yefterday,  I  avail  myfelf  of  the 
firft  moment  I  have  been  able  to 
command,  to  detail  to  you  the  oc¬ 
currences  of  the  a&ion  which  took 
place  in  front  of  Corunna,  on  the 
1 6th  inftant.  It  will  be  in  your 
recolleftion,  that  about  one  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  the  enemy, 
who  had  in  the  morning  received 
reinforcements,  and  who  had  placed 
fome  guns  in  front  of  the  right  and 
left  of  his  line,  was  obferved  to  be 
moving  troops  towards  his  left 


flank,  and  forming  various  columns 
of  attack  at  that  extremity  of  the 
ftrong  and  commanding  pofition, 
which,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 5th, 
he  had  taken  in  our  immediate 
front.  This  indication  of  his  in¬ 
tention  was  immediately  fucceeded 
by  the  rapid  and  determined  attack 
which  he  made  upon  your  divifion, 
which  occupied  the  right  of  our 
pofition.  The  events  which  oc¬ 
curred  during  that  period  of  the 
adion  you  are  fully  acquainted 
with.  The  firft  effort  of  the  enemy 
was  met  by  the  commander  of  the 
forces,  and  by  yourfelf,  at  the  head 
of  the  4  2d  regiment,  and  the  bri¬ 
gade  under  Major-General  Lord 
William  Bentinck.  The  village 
on  your  right  became  an  objeft  of 
obftinate  conteft.  I  lament  to  fay, 
that  foon  after  the  fevere  wound 
which  deprived  the  army  of  your 
fervices,  Lieut.-General  Sir  John 
Moore,  who  had  juft  directed  the 
moft  able  difpofitions,  fell  by  a 
cannon  fhot.  The  troops,  though 
not  unacquainted  with  the  irrepa¬ 
rable  lofs  they  had  fuftained,  were 
not  difmayed,  but  by  the  moft  de¬ 
termined  bravery  not  only  repelled 
every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  gain 
ground,  but  a&ually  forced  him 
to  retire,  although  he  had  brought 
up  frefh  troops  in  fupport  of  thofe 
originally  engaged.  The  enemy, 
finding  himfelf  foiled  in  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  the  right  of  the 
pofition,  endeavoured  by  numbers 
to  turn  it.  A  judicious  and  well- 
timed  movement,  which  was  made 
by  Major-General  Paget,  with  the 
referve,  which  corps  had  moved 
out  of  its  cantonments  to  fupport 
the  right  of  the  army,  by  a  vi¬ 
gorous  attack,  defeated  this  inten¬ 
tion.  The  major-general  having 
pufhed  forward  the  95th  (rifle 
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corps)  and  firft  battalion  5 2d  re¬ 
giments,  drove  the  enemy  before 
him,  and  in  his  rapid  and  judici- 
ous  advance,  threatened  the  left  of 
the  enemy's  pofition.  This  cir- 
cumflance,  with  the  pofition  of 
Lieutenant-General  Frafer’s  divi~ 
lion,  (calculated  to  give  flill  fur¬ 
ther  fecurity  to  the  right  of  the 
line)  induced  the  enemy  to  relax 
his  efforts  in  that  quarter.  They 
were,  however,  more  forcibly  di¬ 
rected  towards  the  centre,  where 
they  were  again  fuccefsfully  refill¬ 
ed  by  the  brigade  under  Major- 
General  Manningham,  forming  the 
left  of  your  divifion,  and  a  part 
of  that  under  Major  -  General 
Leith,  forming  the  right  of  the 
divifion  under  my  orders.  Upon 
the  left,  the  enemy  at  firft  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  an  attack  upon 
our  piquets,  which,  however,  in 
general,  maintained  their  ground. 
Finding,  however,  his  efforts  una¬ 
vailing  on  the  right  and  centre,  he 
feemed  determined  to  render  the 
attack  upon  the  left  more  ferious, 
and  had  fucceeded  in  obtaining  pof- 
feflion  of  the  village  through  which 
the  great  road  to  Madrid  paffes, 
and  which  was  fituated  in  front  of 
that  part  of  the  line.  From  this 
poll,  however,  he  was  foon  ex¬ 
pelled,  with  confiderable  lofs,  by 
a  gallant  attack  of  fome  com¬ 
panies  of  the  fecond  battalion 
14th  regiment,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Nicholls ;  before  five  in 
the  evening,  we  had  not  only  fuc¬ 
cefsfully  repelled  every  attack 
made  upon  the  pofition,  but  had 
gained  ground  in  almofl  all  points,' 
and  occupied  a  more  forward  line 
than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
adlion,  whilfl  the  enemy  confined 
his  operations  to  a  cannonade,  and 
a  fire  from  his  light  troop®,  with 
a  view  to  draw  off  his  other  corps. 


At  fix  the  firing  entirely  ceafed. 
The  different  brigades  were  re-af- 
fembled  on  the  ground  they  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  morning,  and  the  pi¬ 
quets  and  advanced  polls  refumed 
their  original  flations.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  decided  and  marked 
fuperiority  which  at  this  moment 
the  gallantry  of  the  troops  had 
given  them  over  an  enemy,  who, 
from  his  number  and  the  command¬ 
ing  advantages  of  his  pofition,  no 
doubt  expected  an  eafy  vidlory,  1 
did  not,  on  reviewing  all  circurn- 
flances,  conceive  that  I  fhould  be 
warranted  in  departing  from  what 
I  knew  was  the  fixed  and  previous 
determination  of  the  late  comman¬ 
der  of  the  forces,  to  withdraw  ths 
army  on  the  evening  of  the  16th, 
for  the  purpofe  of  embarkation,  the 
previous  arrangements  for  which 
had  already  been  made  by  his  or¬ 
der,  and  were,  in  fadl,  far  advanc¬ 
ed  at  the  commencement  of  the  ac¬ 
tion.  The  troops  quitted  their  po¬ 
fition  about  ten  at  night,  with  a 
degree  of  order  that  did  them  cre¬ 
dit.  The  whole  of  the  artillery 
that  remained  unembarked  having 
been  withdrawn,  the  troops  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  order  prefcribed,  and 
marched  to  their  refpe&ive  points 
of  embarkation  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Corunna.  The 
piquets  remained  at  their  polls 
until  five  in  the  morning  of  the 
17  th,  when  they  were  alfo  with¬ 
drawn  with  fimilar  order,  and 
without  the  enemy  having  difco- 
vered  the  movement.  By  the  un¬ 
remitted  exertions  of  Captains  the 
Honourable  H.  Curzon,  GofTelin, 
Boys,  Rainier,  Serrett,  Hawkins, 
Digby,  Carden,  and  Mackenzie, 
of  the  royal  navy,  who,  in  pufrfu- 
ance  of  the  orders  of  Rear  Admi- 
miral  de  Courcy,  were  entrufted 
with  the  fervice  of  embarking  the 
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army  ;  and  in  confequence  of  the 
arrangements  made  by  Commif- 
fioner  Bowen,  Captains  Bowen  and 
Shepherd,  and  the  other  agents  for 
tranfports,  the  whole  of  the  army 
was  embarked  with  an  expedition 
which  has  feldom  been  equalled. 
With  the  exception  of  the  brigades 
under  Major-Generals  Hill  and 
Beresford,  which  were  deftined  to 
remain  on  (bore,  until  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy  Ihould  become 
manifeft,  the  whole  was  afloat  be¬ 
fore  day  light.  The  brigade  of 
Major-General  Beresford,  which 
was  alternately  to  form  our  rear¬ 
guard,  occupied  the  land  front  of 
the  town  of  Corunna  ;  that  under 
Major-General  Hill  was  ftarioned 
in  referve  on  the  promontory  in 
rear  of  the  town.  The  enemy 
pulhed  his  light  troops  towards  the 
town  foon  after  eight  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  and 
fhortly  after  occupied  the  heights 
of  St.  Lucia,  which  command  the 
harbour.  But  notwithftanding  this 
circumftance,  and  the  manifold 
defers  of  the  place,  there  being 
no  apprehenfion  that  the  rear  guard 
could  be  forced,  and  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Spaniards  appearing  to 
be  good,  the  embarkation  of  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Hill’s  brigade  was 
commenced  and  completed  by  three 
in  the  afternoon;  Major-General 
Beresford, with  that  zeal  and  ability 
which  is  fo  well  known  to  your- 
felf  and  the  whole  army,  having 
fully  explained,  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  the  Spanifh  governor,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  our  movement,  and  having 
made  every  previous  arrangement, 
withdrew  his  corps  from  the  land 
front  of  the  town  foon  after  dark, 
and  was>  with  all  the  wounded 
that  had  not  been  previoufly  re¬ 
moved?  embarked  before  one  this 
morninS*  Circumftances  forbid 


us  to  indulge  the  hope,  that 
the  viftory  with  which  it  has 
pleafed  Providence  to  crown  the 
efforts  of  the  army,  can  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  any  brilliant  confequences 
to  Great  Britain.  It  is  clouded 
by  the  lofs  of  one  of  our  beft 
foldiers.  It  has  been  achieved 
at  the  termination  of  a  long 
and  harafling  fervice.  The  fupe- 
rior  numbers,  and  advantageous 
pofition  of  the  enemy,  not  lefs 
than  the  adlual  fituation  of  this 
army,  did  not  admit  of  any  ad¬ 
vantage  being  reaped  from  fuccefs. 
It  mult  be  however  to  you,  to  the 
army,  and  to  our  country,  the 
fweeteft  reflexion,  that  the  luftre 
of  the  Britifh  arms  has  been  main¬ 
tained,  amidft  many  difadvantage- 
ous  circumftances.  The  army 
which  had  entered  Spain,  amidft 
the  faireft  profpedls,  had  no  fooner 
completed  its  junction,  than,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  multiplied  difafters  that 
difperfed  the  native  armies  around 
us,  it  was  left  to  its  own  refources. 
The  advance  of  the  Britifti  corps 
from  the  Douro,  aftbrded  the  beft 
hope  that  the  fouth  of  Spain  might 
be  relieved,  but  this  generous  ef¬ 
fort  to  fave  the  unfortunate  people, 
alfo  afforded  the  enemy  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  dire&ing  every  effort 
of  his  numerous  troops,  and  con¬ 
centrating  all  his  principal  re¬ 
fources,  for  the  deftruftion  of  the 
only  regular  force  in  the  north  of 
Spain.  You  are  well  aware  with 
what  diligence  this  fyftem  has 
been  purfued.  Thefe  circumftances 
produced  theneceflity  of  rapid  and 
harafling  marches,  which  had  di- 
minifhed  the  numbers,  exhaufted 
the  ftrength,  and  impaired  the 
equipment  of  the  army.  Notwith¬ 
ftanding  all  thefe  difad  vantages, 
and  thofe  more  immediately  at¬ 
tached  to  a  defenfive  pofition, 
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which  the  imperious  neceffity  of 
covering  the  harbour  of  Corunna 
for  a  time  had  rendered  indifpen- 
fable  to  affume,  the  native  and  un¬ 
daunted  valour  of  Britilh  troops 
was  never  more  confpicuous,  and 
muft  have  exceeded  what  even  your 
own  experience  of  that  invaluable 
quality,  fo  inherent  in  them,  may 
have  taught  you  to  expeCt.  When 
every  one  that  had  an  opportunity 
feemed  to  vie  in  improving  it,  it 
is  difficult  for  me  in  making  this 
report,  to  feleft  particular  inliances 
for  your  approbation.  The  corps 
chiefly  engaged  were  the  brigades 
under  Major-Generals  Lord  Wil¬ 
liam  Bentinck,  and  Manningham, 
and  Leith :  and  the  brigade  of 
guards  under  Major  -  General 
Warde.  To  thefe  officers,  and  the 
troops  under  their  immediate  or¬ 
ders,  the  greateft  praife  is  due. 
Major-General  Hill  and  Colonel 
Catlin  Crawford,  with  their  bri¬ 
gades  on  the  left  of  the  pofition, 
ably  fupported  their  advanced 
polls.  The  brunt  ofthe  aCtion  fell 
upon  the  4th,  4 2d,  50th,  and  8 ill 
regiments,-  with  parts  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  of  guards,  and  the  26th  re¬ 
giment.  From  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Murray,  quarter-mafter-general, 
and  the  officers  of  the  general  ItafF, 
I  received  the  moll  marked  alii  11- 
ance.  1  had  reafon  to  regret,  that 
the  illnefs  of  Brigadier-General 
Clinton,  adjutant-general,  depriv¬ 
ed  me  of  his  aid.  I  was  indebted 
to  Brigadier-General  Slade  during 
the  action,  for  a  zealous  offer  of 
his  perfonal  fervices,  although  the 
cavalry  were  embarked.  The 
greater  part  of  the  fleet  having 
gone  to  fea,  yefterday  evening, 
the  whole  being  under  weigh,  and 
the  corps  in  the  embarkation  rie- 
ceffarily  much  mixed  on  board,  it 


is  impoffihle,  at  prefent,  to  lay 
before  you  a  return  of  our  cafual- 
ties.  X  hope  the  lofs  in  numbers 
is  not  fo  confiderable  as  might 
have  been  expedled.  If  X  was 
obliged  to  form  an  eftimate,  X 
fhould  fay,  that  I  believe  it  did 
not  exceed  in  killed  and  wounded 
from  feven  to  eight  hundred  ;  that 
of  the  enemy  mull  remain  un¬ 
known,  but  many  circumftanees 
indupe  me  to  rate  it  at  nearly  dou¬ 
ble  the  above  number.  We  have 
fome  prifoners,  but  X  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  an  account  of  the 
number  ;  it  is  not,  however,  con¬ 
fiderable.  Several  officers  of  rank 
have  fallen,  or  been  wounded, 
among  whom  I  am  only  at  prefent 
enabled  to  Hate  the  names  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Napier,  9  2d  regi¬ 
ment,  Majors  Napier  and  Stan¬ 
hope,  50th  regiment,  killed  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Winch,  4th  regi¬ 
ment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Max¬ 
well,  26th  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Fane,  59th  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Col.  Griffith,  guards. 
Majors  Miller  and  Williams,  8 ill 
regiment,  wounded.  To  you  who 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  ex¬ 
cellent  qualities  of  lieutenant- 
General  Sir  John  Moore,  X  need 
not  expatiate  on  the  lofs  the  army 
and  his  country  have  fuftained  by 
his  death.  His  fall  has  deprived 
me  of  a  valuable  friend,  to  whom 
long  experience  of  his  worth  had 
fmcerely  attached  me.  But  it  is 
chiefly  on  public  grounds  that  I 
mull  lament  the  blow.  It  will  be 
the  confolation  of  every  one  who 
loved  or  refpeCted  his  manly  cha¬ 
racter,  that,  after  conducting  the 
army  through  an  arduous  retreat 
with  confummate  firmnefs,  he  has 
terminated  a  career  of  diftinguifhed 
honour  by  a  death  that  has  given 
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the  enemy  additional  reafon  to  re- 
fpeft  the  name  pf  a  Britiih  foldier. 
Like  the  immortal  Wolfe*  he  is 
fnatched  from  his  country  at  an 
early  period  of  a  life  fpent  in  her 
fervice  :  like  Wolfe,  his  laft  mo¬ 
ments  were  gilded  by  the  profpeft 
of  fuccefs,  and  cheered  by  accla¬ 
mations  of  vi&ory;  like  Wolfe, 
alfo,  his  memory  will  for  ever  re¬ 
main  facred  in  that  country  which 
he  fincerely  loved,  and  which  he 
had  fo  faithfully  ferved.  It  re¬ 
mains  for  me  only  to  exprefs  my 
hope,  that  you  will  fpeedily  be  re¬ 
ft  o  red  to  the  fervice  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  lament  the  unfortunate 
circumftance  that  removed  you 
from  your  ftation  in  the  field,  and 
threw  the  momentary  command  in¬ 
to  far  lefs  able  hands. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

‘‘John  Hope,  Lieut.-Gen.” 
To  Lieut. mGen.  Sir  D.  Baird , 

tMaMNDK1  emaaa 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary  , 

Admiralty  Office ,  April  21. 

Sir  Harry  Neale,  Bart,  firft 
captain  to  Admiral  Lord  Gambier, 
commander-in-chief  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  fhips  and  veflels  employed  in 
the  Channel  Soundings,  &c  ar¬ 
rived  here  this  morning  with  a 
difpatch  from  his  lordfhip  to  the 
Hon.  William  Wellefley  Pole,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 
t(  Caledonia ,  at  anchor  in  Bafque 
Roads . 

“  Sir,  April  14,  1809. 

“  The  Almighty’s  favour  to 
his  Majefty  and  the  nation  has 
been  flrongly  marked  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  he  has  been  pleafed  to  give 
to  the  operations  of  his  Majefty ’s 

«  *  Villede  Varfovie,  of  80  guns  5 
and  Calcutta,  of  56  guns.” 


fleet  under  my  command ;  and  I 
have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the 
lords  commiflioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  that  the  four  fhips  of  the 
enemy,  named  in  the  margin  *, 
have  been  deftroyed  at  their  an¬ 
chorage  ;  and  feveral  others,  from 
getting  on  fhore,  if  not  rendered 
altogether  unferviceable,  are  at 
leaft  difabled  for  a  confiderable 
time. 

“  The  arrangement  of  the  fire- 
veffels,  placed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane,  was  made  as  fully  as  the 
ftate  of  the  weather  would  admit, 
according  to  his  lordfhip’s  plan 
on  the  evening  of  the  nth  inftant, 
and  at  eight  o’clock  on  the  fame 
night,  they  proceeded  to  the  at¬ 
tack,  under  a  favourable  flrong 
wind  from  the  northward,  and 
flood-tide,  (preceded  by  fome  vef¬ 
fels  filled  with  powder  and  fhells, 
as  propofed  by  his  lordfhip,  with 
a  view  to  explofion,)  and  led  on 
in  the  moft  undaunted  and  -deter¬ 
mined  manner  by  Captain  Wool¬ 
dridge,  in  the  Mediator  fire-fhip, 
the  others  following  in  fucceflion  ; 
but  owing  to  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  feveral  miftook  their  courfe, 
and  failed. 

“  On  their  approach  to  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  it  was  difcovered 
that  a  boom  was  placed  in  front 
of  their  line  for  a  defence.  This, 
however,  the  weight  of  the  Me¬ 
diator  foon  broke,  and  the  ufual 
intrepidity  and  bravery  of  Britifti 
feamen  overcame  all  difficulties. 
Advancing  under  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  forts  in  the  Ifle  of  Aix, 
as  well  as  from  the  enemy’s  fhips. 


Tonnerre,  of  74  guns ;  Aquilon,  of  74  guns  ; 

moft 
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moft  of  which  cut  or  fplit  their 
cables,  and  from  the  confined  an¬ 
chorage,  got  on  Ihore,  and  thus 
avoided  taking  fire. 

(S  At  day  light  the  following 
morning,  Lord  Cochrane  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  by  telegraph,  that 
feven  of  the  enemy’s  (hips  were 
on  Ihore,  and  might  be  deftroyed. 
I  immediately  made  the  fignal  for 
the  fleet  to  unmoor  and  weigh,  in¬ 
tending  to  proceed  with  it  to  ef- 
fe<T  their  deftru&ion.  The  wind, 
however,  being  frefli  from  the 
northward,  and  the  flood-tide  run¬ 
ning,  rendered  it  too  hazardous 
to  run  into  Aix  Road  (from  its 
fhallow  waters),  I  therefore  an¬ 
chored  again  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  miles  from  the  forts  on 
the  ifland. 

“  As  the  tide  fuited,  the  enemy 
evinced  great  activity  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  warp  their  (hips  (which 
had  grounded)  into  deep  water, 
and  fucceeded  in  getting  all  but 
five  of  the  line  towards  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Charente  before  it 
became  pra&icable  to  attack  them. 

i(  I  gave  orders  to  Captain 
Bligh,  of  the  Valiant,  to  proceed 
with  that  fhip,  the  Revenge,  fri¬ 
gates,  bombs,  and  fmall  veflels, 
named  in  the  margin  *,  to  anchor 
near  the  Boyart  Shoal,  in  readinefs 
for  the  -attack.  At  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  two  P.  M,  Lord  Coch¬ 
rane  advanced  in  the  Imperieufe, 
with  his  accuftomed  gallantry  and 
fpirit,  and  opened  a  well  dire&ed 
fire  upon  the  Calcutta,  which 
ftruck  her  colours  to  the  Impe¬ 
rieufe  |  the  (hips  and  veflels  above 
mentioned  foon  after  joined  in  the 
attack  upon  the  Ville  de  Varlovie 


and  Aquilon,  and  obliged  them, 
before  five  o’clock,  after  fuftain- 
ing  a  heavy  cannonade,  to  ftrike 
their  colours,  when  they  were 
taken  pofleflion  of  by  the  boats 
of  the  advanced  fquadron.  As 
foon  as  the  prifoners  were  re¬ 
moved,  they  were  fet  on  fire,  as 
was  alfo  theTonnerre,  a  Ihort  time 
after  by  the  enemy. 

“  I  afterwards  detached  Rear- 
Admiral  the  Hon.  Robert  Stop- 
ford,  in  the  Caefar,  with  the  The- 
feus,  three  additional  fire-lhips, 
(which  were  haftily  prepared  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day)  and  all  the 
boats  of  the  fleet,  with  Mr.  Con¬ 
greve’s  rockets,  to  conduct  the 
further  operations  of  the  night 
againft  any  of  the  fhips  which  lay 
expofed  to  an  attack.  On  the 
morning  of  the  13  th,  the  Rear- 
Admiral  reported  to  me,  that  as 
the  Caefar  and  other  line-of-battie 
fhips  had  grounded,  and  were  in  a 
dangerous  fituation,  he  thought  it 
advifable  to  order  them  all  out, 
particularly  as  the  remaining  part 
of  the  fervice  could  be  performed 
by  frigates  and  fmall  veflels  only  : 
and  I  was  happy  to  find  that  they 
were  extricated  from  their  peri¬ 
lous  fituation. 

“  Captain  Bligh  has  fince  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  it  was  found  im- 
pra&icable  to  deflroy  the  three¬ 
decked  fhip,  and  the  others  which 
were  lying  near  the  entrance  of 
the  Charente,  as  the  former,  being 
the  outer  one,  was  protected  by 
three  lines  of  boats  placed  in  ad¬ 
vance  from  her, 

“  This  (hip  and  all  the  others, 
except  four  of  the  line  and  a  fri¬ 
gate,  had  now  moved  up  the  river 


*  Indefatigable,  Aigle,  Emerald,  Pallas,  Beagle,  ./Etna  bomb,  Inlblent  gun- 
brig,  Conflict,  Encounter,  Fervent,  and  Growler.” 

Charente 
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Charente.  If  any  further  attempt 
to  deitroy  them  is  practicable,  I 
fhall  not  fail  to  life  every  means 
in  my  power  to  accomplifh  it. 

((  I  have  great  fatisfaftion  in 
Hating  to  their  lordfhips  how 
much  I  feel  obliged  to  the  zealous 
co-operation  of  Rear-Admiral 
Stopford,  under  whofe  arrange¬ 
ment  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were 
pafled  ;  and  I  mull  alfo  exprefs  to 
their  lordfhips,  the  high  fenfe  I 
have  of  the  afliftance  I  received 
from  the  abilities  and  unremitted 
attention  of  Sir  Harry  Neale, 
Bart,  the  captain  of  the  fleet,  as 
well  as  of  the  animated  exertions 
of  the  captains,  officers,  feamen, 
and  marines  under  my  command, 
and  their  forwardnefs  to  volunteer 
upon  any  fervice  that  might  be 
allotted  to  them  ;  particularly  the 
zeal  and  activity  fhewn  by  cap¬ 
tains  of  line-of-battle  {hips  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  fire-veflfels. 

[Lord  Gambier  then  fpeaks  in 
terms  of  high  commendation  of 
the  gallantry  of  Lord  Cochrane  ; 
of  Captain  Godfrey  of  the  AStna, 
who  bombarded  the  enemy’s  fnips 
on  the  i  zth  and  13th  ;  and  of  the 
fervices  of  Mr.  Congreve  in  the 
management  of  his  rockets,  which 
were  placed  in  the  fire-fhips  with 
effeCt.  He  alfo  notices  the  hand- 
fome  and  earned  manner  in  which 
Rear-Admiral  Stopford  and  Sir 
H„  Neale  volunteered  their  fer¬ 
vices  to  lead  the  fire-fhips  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Cochrane.] 

“  I  fend  herewith  a  return  of 
the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing, 
of  the  fleet,  which  I  am  happy  to 
obferve,  is  comparatively  fmall. 
I  have  not  yet  received  the  re¬ 
turns  of  the  number  of  prifoners 


taken,  but  I  conceive  they  amount 
to  between  4  and  500. 

((  I  have  charged  Sir  Harry 
Neale  with  this  difpatch  (by  the 
Imperieufe)  and  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
fer  their  lordlhips  to  him,  as  alfo 
to  Lord  Cochrane,  for  any  further 
particulars  of  which  they  may 
wifh  to  be  informed. 

<f  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc„ 
(Signed)  “  Gambier.” 
“  I  $th  April . 

“  P.  S.  This  morning  three  of 
the  enemy’s  line-of-battle  (hips 
are  obferved  to  be  dill  on  fhore 
under  Fouras,  and  one  of  them  is 
in  a  dangerous  fituation.  One  of 
their  frigates  (LTndienne)  alfo 
on  Ihore,  has  fallen  over,  and  they 
are  now  difmantling  her.  As  the 
tides  will  take  off  in  a  day  or 
two,  there  is  every  probability 
that  fhe  will  be  dedroyed. 

((  Since  writing  the  foregoing, 
I  have  learned  that  the  honour¬ 
able  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cochrane, 
(Lord  Cochrane’s  brother)  and 
Lieutenant  Biffett,  of  the  navy, 
were  volunteers  in  the  Impe¬ 
rieufe,  and  rendered  themfelves 
extremely  ufefui  ;  the  former  by 
commanding  fome  of  her  guns  on 
the  main  deck,  and  the  latter  in 
conducting  one  of  the  expiofion 
veffels. 

((  Names  of  the /hips  in  Aix  Roads , 
previous  to  the  attack  on  the  nth 
of  April ,  1 809. 

“  L’Ocean,  120  guns,  Vice- 
Admiral  Allemande,  Captain  Ro¬ 
land. — Repaired  in  1 806  ;  on  fliore 
under  Fouras. 

“  P'oudroyant,  80  guns,  Rear- 
Admiral  Gourdon,  Captain  Henri. 
- — Five  years  old  ;  on  fnore  under 
Fouras. 


“  Cafiard, 
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e(  Caffard,  74  guns.  Captain 
Faure,  commodore.— -Three  years 
old  ;  on  Chore  under  Fouras. 

((  Tourville,  74  guns,  Captain 
La  Caille. — Old ;  on  (hore  in  the 
river. 

“  Regulus,  74  guns,  Captain 
Lucas. — Five  years  old  ;  on  Chore 
under  Madame. 

“  Patriot,  74  guns,  Captain 
Mahee.-— Repaired  in  1803. 

(i  Jemappe,  74  guns,  Captain 
Fouvaru- — On  Chore  unde  Ma¬ 
dame. 

“  Tonnerre,  74  guns.  Captain 
Clement  de  la  Roucierre, — -Nine 
months  old,  never  at  Tea. 

(t  Aquilon,  74  guns,  Captain 
Maingon.— Old. 

((  Ville  de  Varfovie,  80  guns. 
Captain  — — 

t(  Calcutta,  56  guns,  Captain 
-La  Tonie. — Loaded  with  flour  and 
military  {lores. 

(<  Frigates. — Indienne,  Captain 
Proteau. — On  Chore  near  Ifle 
d’Enet,  on  her  beam  ends. 

(i  Elbe,  Captain  Perengier. 

“  Pallas,  Captain  Le  Bigot. 

(t  Hortenfe,  Captain  Allgand. 
t(  N.  B.  One  of  the  three  laft 
frigates  on  Chore  under  Ifle  Ma¬ 
dame. 

Return  of  officers ,  feamen ,  and  ma¬ 
rines, ,  killed ,  wounded,  and  mif¬ 
fing' 

iS  Two  officers,  8  men  killed; 
9  officers,  26  men  wounded,  a 
man  miffing.  Total  46. 

“  Gambier.” 


A  Letter  from  a  Lieute?iant  of  Ma¬ 
rines  in  Bafque  Roads. 

i(  Our  fire-fhips  arrived  the 
loth  inftant,  and  were  fent  in  the 


next  night,  each  Chip  conduced 
by  a  lieutenant  and  five  men  ;  the 
Chips  were  fixteen  in  number,  and 
fome  very  heavy  Chips  ;  when  they 
got  in,  the  French  Chips  cut  and 
Clipped,  and  nine  fail  of  the  line 
got  on  Chore  on  the  Ifle  of  Aix, 
and  the  next  morning  we  dis¬ 
covered  them  ;  the  fire -Chips  hav¬ 
ing  done  little  good,  the  fmall 
craft  and  frigates  wrere  ordered 
in  to  attempt  to  deftroy  them. 
The  place  where  they  lay  was 
like  their  being  in  Portfmouth 
harbour,  under  the  fire  of  two 
batteries,  each  of  which  had  three 
tier  of  guns  of  twenty. nine  each, 
all  heavy  metal :  the  navigation  to 
get  at  them  was  very  difficult,  in 
fome  places  there  being  only  four 
fathoms  water.  Juft  as  we  were 
fitting  down  to  dinner,  on  board 
the  Revenge,  our  fignal  was  made 
to  go  in  and  affift  the  gun  and 
mortar  veflels  ;  our  Chip  was  clear 
for  action  in  fifteen  minutes,  and 
in  half  an  hour  we  were  alongCide 
of  three  fail  of  the  line,  when  we 
opened  a  dreadful  cannonade  on 
them,  which  continued  for  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  when  the  Warfaw, 
a  fine  eighty  gun-Chip,  and  the 
Aquilon,  ftruck  to  us ;  we  were 
now  in  a  very  critical  fituation  our- 
felves,  being  in  only  five  fathoms 
water,  which  was  ebbing  very 
faff: ;  the  batteries  on  Chore  having 
got  our  length,  ftruck  us  almoft 
every  Chot  for  the  laft  quarter  of 
an  hour  ;  luckily  a  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up  we  got  off  into  deeper 
water,  and  out  of  reach  of  their 
guns,  when  we  anchored  again, 
and  fent  our  boats  and  took  out 
the  prifoners,  and  fet  them  on  fire 
about  feven  P.  M.  At  nine  they 
were  all  in  flames,  and  at  two  in 
the  morning  they  blew  up  with  a 

tremendous 
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tremendous  explofion  ;  the  French 
fet  fire  to  the  Tonnerre,  and  the 
Imperieufe  to  the  Calcutta  ;  three 
other  fhips  of  the  line  are  on 
fhore  very  much  mauled  by  the 
frigates  and  bomb-fhips,  fome  of 
them  are  on  their  beam-ends,  and 
but  little  chance  of  their  getting 
off  again.  The  captain  of  the 
Warfaw  is  on  board  our  (hip  :  he 
fays,  they  were  bound  out  to  re¬ 
lieve  Martinique  with  troops  and 
provifions.  I  went  on  board  his 
fhip  after  Ihe  ftruck,  and  the  decks 
were  ftrewed  with  dead  and 
wounded  ;  a  mod:  dreadful  daugh¬ 
ter.  We  alfo  loft  feveral  killed 
and  wounded,  and  ourftiip  is  much 
cut  up  in  fails  and  rigging,  which 
makes  it  probable  that  we  ftiall  be 
fent  in  to  refit.” 

The  fingular  coincidence  of  fa¬ 
vourable  occurrences  which  led  to 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  fhips  in  the 
Bafque- roads,  is  unknown  to  the 
Britilh  public,  and  deferves  notice. 
The  trite  adage,  that  t(  fortune 
favours  the  brave/’  was  never 
more  fully  verified  than  in  the 
prefent  inftance  ;  and  the  reafons 
for  the  maxim,  though  obvious, 
is  in  fadl  founded  in  nature  :  for 
the  brave,  the  energetic,  the  ac¬ 
tive,  (fuch  as  are  Britilh  feamen) 
are  always  in  a  ftate  of  readiness 
and  preparation  to  take  advantage 
of  any  defirable  turn  of  fortune 
that  may  offer,  and  may  fo  far  be 
faid  to  be  Si  favoured  by  fortune.” 
We  have  been  given  to  under- 
ftand,  then,  and  from  as  good 
information  as  can  be  had  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  that  it  was  at  firft  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  to 
attack  the  little  fquadron  which 
was  ftationed  off  Rochefort  har¬ 
bour,  when  a  fignal  was  made  from 
the  French  Ihore,  without  fpecify- 


ing  the  number,  of  another  enemy’s 
fleet. 

This  induced  Admiral  Willau- 
mez  rather  to  feek  for  fafety  than 
attempt  conqueft,  and  to  defift 
from  the  purfuit  of  that  little  fqua¬ 
dron,  which  when,  after  his  en¬ 
trance  into  the  harbour,  he  had 
difcovered  to  t/e  joined  by  only 
three  fhips,  he  would  have  un¬ 
doubtedly  attacked  with  his  eleven, 
had  he  not  been  prevented  by  the 
dread  of  being  intercepted  by 
Lord  Gambier’s  fleet.  After  this 
we  became  the  affailants,  and  were 
again  favoured  by  great  good 
luck ;  for  if  the  Mediator,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  plan  prefcribed  at 
home,  had  not  been  fitted  up  as  a 
fire-fhip,  the  boom  could  not  have 
been  broken  by  fire-lhips  of  the 
ufual  weight,  and  two  other  booms 
would  have  been  Ihortly  placed. 
Nor  is  this  all  ;  it  appears,  that 
owing  to  fome  derangement  of  the 
other  vefiels,  the  brave  Lord 
Cochrane  hailed  Captain  Wool- 
ridge,  of  the  Mediator,  to  ilacken 
fail,  but  was  luckily  unheard  ;  for 
if  the  impetus  of  that  veffel  had 
been  checked,  the  boom  could  not 
have  broken. 

All  thefe  fortunate  occurrences 
were  neceffary  to  produce  the  hap¬ 
py  refult.  Admiral  Willaumez  is, 
we  underlland,  ordered  to  Paris  to 
be  tried  for  his  conduct. 


London  Gazette  Extraordinary, 
Downing  flreet  y  May  24. 

A  Dif patchy  of  which  the  following 
is  a  Copy ,  was  received  this  Even - 
ing  from  Lieutenant-General  the 
Right  Hon •  Sir  Arthur  Wellejleyy 
by  V if  count  Caflereaghy  one  of  his 
Majefy,s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State . 


i(  Oporto y 
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6(  Oporto ,  May  12,  180Q. 
se  My  Lord, 

(C  I  had  the  honour  to  apprize 
your  lordfhip,  on  the  7th  inft.  that 
I  intended  that  the  army  ihould 
march  on  the  9th  from  Coimbra, 
to  difpoffefs  the  enemy  of  Oporto. 

<(  The  advanced  guard  and  the 
cavalry  had  marched  on  the  yth, 
and  the  whole  had  halted  on  the 
8th,  to  afford  time  for  Marfhal 
Beresford  with  his  corps  to  arrive 
upon  the  Upper  Douro. 

“  The  infantry  of  the  army  was 
formed  into  three  divifions  for  this 
expedition,  of  which  two,  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guard,  confiding  of  the 
Hanoverian  legion,  and  Brigadier- 
General  R.  Stewart's  brigade,  with 
a  brigade  of  fix-pounders,  and  a 
brigade  of  three-pounders,  under 
Lieutenant-General  Paget,  and  the 
cavalry  under  Lieutenant-General 
Payne,  and  the  brigade  of  guards ; 
Brigadier-General  Campbell's  and 
Brigadier-General  — — •  brigades 
of  infantry,  with  a  brigade  of  fix- 
pounders,  under  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Sherbrooke,  moved  by  the  high 
road  from  Coimbra  to  Oporto,  and 
one  compofed  of  Major-General 
Hill’s  and  Brigadier-General  Ca¬ 
meron’s  brigades  of  infantry,  and 
a  brigade  of  fix-pounders,  under 
the  command  of  Major-General 
Hill,  by  the  road  from  Coimbra 
to  Aveiro. 

“  On  the  10th  in  the  morning, 
before  day-light,  the  cavalry  and 
advanced  guard  eroded  the  Vouga, 
with  the  intention  to  furprize  and 
cut  off  four  regiments  of  French 
cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  infan¬ 
try  and  artillery,  cantoned  in 
Albergaria  Nova  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages,  about  eight  miles 
from  that  river,  in  the  laft  of  which 
we  failed ;  but  the  fuperiority  of 


the  Britifh  cavalry  was  evident 
throughout  the  day ;  we  took  fome 
prifoners  and  their  cannon  from 
them ;  and  the  advanced  guard 
took  up  the  pofition  of  Oliviera. 

“  On  the  fame  day  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Hill,  who  had  embarked  at 
Aveiro  on  the  evening  of  the  9th, 
arrived  at  Ovar,  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  right ;  and  the  head  of 
Lieutenant  -  General  Sherbrooke's 
divifion  pafTed  the  Vouga  on  the 
fame  evening. 

“  On  the  nth,  the  adyanced 
guard  and  cavalry  continued  to 
move  on  the  high  road  towards 
Oporto,  with  Major-General  Hill's 
divifion  in  a  parallel  road,  which 
leads  to  Oporto  from  Ovar. 

((  On  the  arrival  of  the  advanced 
guard  at  Vendas  Novas,  between 
Sonto  Redondo  and  Grijon,  they 
fell  in  with  the  outpofts  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  advanced  guard,  confiding  of 
about  four  thoufand  infantry,  and 
fome  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  flrongly 
poiled  on  the  heights  above  Gri« 
jon,  their  front  being  covered  by 
woods  and  broken  ground.  The 
enemy's  left  flank  was  turned  by  a 
movement  well  executed  by  Major- 
General  Murray,  with  Brigadier- 
General  Langworth's  brigade  of 
the  Hanoverian  legion  ;  while  the 
1 6th  Portuguefe  regiment  of  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Richard  Stewart's 
brigade  attacked  their  right,  and 
the  riflemen  of  the  95th,  and  the 
flank  companies  of  the  29th,  43d, 
and  5  2d  of  the  fame  brigade, 
under  Major  Way,  attacked  the 
infantry  in  the  woods  and  villages 
in  their  centre. 

<c  Thefe  attacks  foon  obliged 
the  enemy  to  give  way ;  and  the 
Hon.  Brigadier. General  Charles 
Stewart  led  two  fquadrons  of  the 
16th  and  20th  dragoons,  under  the 

command 
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command  of  Major  Blake,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy,  and  deftroyed 
many,  and  took  many  prifoners. 

(<  On  the  night  of  the  nth,  the 
enemy  crofted  the  Douro,  and 
deftroyed  the  bridge  over  that 
river. 

“  It  was  important,  with  a  view 
to  the  operations  of  Marfhal  Beres- 
ford,  that  I  fhould  crofs  the  Douro 
immediately  ;  and  I  had  fent  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Murray  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  with  a  battalion  of  the  Hano¬ 
verian  legion,  a  fquadron  of  ca¬ 
valry,  and  two  fix-pounders,  to 
endeavour  to  colleCl  boats,  and,  if 
poffible,  to  crofs  the  river  at 
Ovintas,  about  four  miles  above 
Oporto  ;  and  I  had  as  many  boats 
as  could  be  collected  brought  to 
the  ferry,  immediately  above  the 
towns  of  Oporto  and  Villa  Nova. 

(<  The  ground  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  at  this  ferry  is  pro¬ 
tected  and  commanded  by  the  fire 
of  cannon,  placed  on  the  height  of 
the  Sierra  Convent  at  Villa  Nova, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  a  good 
pofition  for  our  troops  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river,  till  they 
lhould  be  collected  in  fufficient 
numbers. 

i(  The  enemy  took  no  notice  of 
our  collection  of  boats,  or  of  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops,  till 
after  the  firft  battalion  (the  Buffs) 
were  landed,  and  had  taken  up 
their  pofition  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-General  Paget  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river. 

(t  They  then  commenced  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  them,  with  a  large  body 
of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  Marfhal 
Soult,  which  that  corps  moft  gal¬ 
lantly  fuftained,  till  fupported  fuc- 
cefiively  by  the  48th  and  66th  re¬ 
giments,  belonging  to  Major-Ge¬ 


neral  Hill’s  brigade,  and  a  Portu- 
guefe  battalion,  and  afterwards  by 
the  firft  battalion  of  detachments 
belonging  to  Brigadier- General 
Richard  Stewart’s  brigade. 

i(  Lieutenant-General  Paget  was 
unfortunately  wounded  foon  after 
the  attack  commenced,  when  the 
command  of  thefe  gallant  troops 
devolved  upon  Major-General  Hill. 

((  Although  the  French  made 
repeated  attacks  upon  them,  they 
made  no  imprefiion,  and  at  laft 
Major-General  Murray  having  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  enemy’s  left  flank  on 
his  march  from  Ovintas,  where  he 
had  crofted,  and  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Sherbrooke,  who  by  this  time 
had  availed  himfelf  of  the  enemy’s 
weaknefs  in  the  town  of  Oporto, 
and  had  crofted  the  Douro  at  the 
ferry,  between  the  towns  of  Villa 
Nova  and  Oporto,  having  appeared 
upon  the  right  with  the  brigade  of 
guards,  and  the  29th  regiment,  the 
whole  retired  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion  towards  Amarante,  leaving 
behind  them  five  pieces  of  cannon, 
eight  ammunition  tumbrils,  and 
many  prifoners. 

u  The  enemy’s  lofs  in  killed  and 
wounded  in  this  a6tion  has  been 
very  large,  and  they  have  left  be¬ 
hind  them  in  Oporto  700  lick  and 
wounded. 

“  Brigadier -General  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Charles  Stewart  then  di¬ 
rected  a  charge  by  a  fquadron  of 
the  14th  dragoons,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Major  Hervey,  who  made 
a  fuccefsful  attack  on  the  enemy’s 
rear  guard. 

“  In  the  different  aCtions  with 
the  enemy,  of  which  I  have  above 
given  your  lordfhip  an  account, 
we  have  loft  fome,  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  fervices  of  other  valuable 
officers  and  foldiers. 
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“  In  Lieutenant-General  Paget, 
among  the  latter,  I  have  loft  the 
aififtance  of  a  friend,  who  had  been 
moft  ufeful  to  me  in  the  few  days 
which  had  elapfed  fince  he  had 
joined  the  army.  He  had  ren¬ 
dered  a  moft  important  fervice  at 
the  moment  he  received  his  wound, 
in  taking  up  the  polition  which 
the  troops  afterwards  maintained, 
and  in  bearing  the  firft  brunt  of 
the  enemy’s  attack.  Major  Her- 
vey  alfo  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at 
the  moment  he  received  his  wound, 
in  the  charge  of  the  cavalry  on 
this  day.  I  cannot  fay  too  much 
in  favour  of  the  officers  and  troops. 
They  have  marched,  in  four  days, 
over  eighty  miles  of  the  moft  diffi¬ 
cult  country,  have  gained  many 
important  pofttions,  and  have  en- 
gaged  and  defeated  three  different 
bodies  of  the  enemy’s  troops. 

[f*  Sir  Arthur  then  recommends 
to  the  particular  attention  of  his 
lordfhip,  the  fervices  of  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Paget,  Major-Gene¬ 
rals  Murray  and  Hill,  Brigadier- 
General  C.  Stewart,  Lieutenant- 
General  Sherbrooke,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Delaney,  and  Captain 
Mellifii,  of  the  ioth  ;  and  of 
Colonel  Duckworth,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Drummond,  Major  C. 
Campbell,  Brigade- Major  For- 
dyce,  Captains  Corry  and  Hill, 
on  the  nth;  as  well  as  Majors 
Way,  Blake,  Murray,  and  Her- 
vey;  Quarter-mafter  Colonel  Mur¬ 
ray,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bathurft, 
and  all  the  officers  of  his  perfonal 
ftaff.  The  exemplary  bravery  of 
the  Buffs,  48th,  66th,  29th,  43d, 
and  5  2d  regiments,  with  the  i6rh 
and  20th  light  dragoons,  are  alfo 
mentioned  in  high  terms  of  com¬ 
mendation.] 

“  1  fend  this  difpatch  by  Capt. 
Vo  l.  LI.  or  Vo  I..  IX.  New 
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Stanhope,  whom  I  beg  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  lordfhip’s  protedlidn; 
his  brother,  the  Hon.  Major  Stan¬ 
hope,  was  unfortunately  wounded 
by  a  fabre,  whilft  leading  a  charge 
of  the  1 6th  light  dragoons,  on  the 
ioth  inftant. 

“  Arthur  Wellesley.” 


Supplement  to  the  London  Gazette 
of  the  nth  of  July. 

Account  of  the  Battle  fought  near 
Afpern ,  on  the  March -field,  an 
the  21 ft  and  2  2  d  ID  ay  of  May , 
between  the  Archduke  Charles  of 
Aufiria ,  Generalijffimo  of  the  Impe¬ 
rial  Auftrian  Armies ,  and  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  French  and  Allied 
Armies. 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  having, 
after  fome  fanguiria'ry  engagements 
near  Abenfberg,  Haufen,  and  Dinx- 
ligen,  in  which  the  fortune  of  war, 
favoured  the  Auftrian  arms  fp  as  to. 
force  the  French  garrifon  at  Ratif- 
bon  to  furrender,  fucceeded  in  cut. 
ting  off  the  left  wing  of  the  Auf-' 
trian  army,  and  driving  it  back  to- 
Landfhut,  and  afterwards  in  ad¬ 
vancing  by  Eckmuhl,  with  a  fupe- 
rior  corps  of  cavalry,  taking  the 
road  of  Egloffheim,  and  forcing  to 
retreat  thofe  Auftrian  corps  that 
were  polled  on  the  heights  of 
Leikepont  and  Talmeffing,  the 
Archduke,  on  the  23d  of  April, 
croffed  the  Danube  near  Ratilbon, 
and  joined  the  corps  of  Bellegarde, 
who  had  opened  the  campaign  by 
feveral  fuccefsful  affairs  in  the 
Upper  Palatinate,  had  reached 
Amberg,  Neumarkt,  and  Hemau, 
and  had  by  this  time  approached 
Staduam-Hof,  in  order  to  execute 
his  immediate  jundion  with  the 
Archduke.  The  Emperor  Napo* 
Series.  £]  lean 
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leon  ordered  the  bombardment  of 
Ratifbon,  occupied  by  a  few  batta¬ 
lions  who  were  to  cover  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Danube.  On  the  23d, 
in  the  evening,  he  became  mailer 
of  it,  and  immediately  haftened 
along  the  right  bank  of  the  Da¬ 
nube  to  enter  the  Auftrian  Hates, 
in  order,  as  he  openly  declared,  to 
dklate  peace  at  Vienna.  The 
Auftrian  army  had  taken  a  position 
near  Chain,  behind  the  river  Re¬ 
gen,  which  was  watched  by  fome 
of  the  enemy’s  divifions,  while 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  called  all 
his  difpofable  troops,  in  forced 
inarches,  from  the  north  of  Ger¬ 
many  to  the  Danube,  and  confider- 
ably  reinforced  his  army  with  the 
troops  of  Wurtemburg,  Heflin, 
Baden,  and  fome  time  after  with 
thofe  of  Saxony.  Near  Kirn  and 
Nittenau^  fome  affairs  had  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  out-pods,  which, 
however,  had  no  influence  upon  our 
armies.  However  eafy  it  would 
have  been  for  the  Archduke  to 
continue  his  ofFenlive  operations  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Danube,  with¬ 
out  any  material  refiftance,  and 
however  gratifying  it  might  have 
been  to  relieve  provinces  which 
were  groaning  beneath  the  preffure 
of  foreign  dominion,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  native  land  did  not  per¬ 
mit  him  to  fuffer  the  enemy  to  riot 
with  impunity  in  the  entrails  of 
the  monarchy,  to  give  up  the  rich 
fources  of  its  independence,  and 
ex  pole  the  welfare  of  the  fubjetk 
to  the  devaflations  of  foreign  con¬ 
querors.  Thefe  motives  induced 
the  Archduke  to  conduft  his  army 
to  Bohemia^by  the  way  of  Klentfch 
and  Neumarkt,  to  occupy  the  Bo¬ 
hemian  foreft  with  light  troops  and 
part  of  the  militia,  and  todirefl  his 
march  towards  Budweisr  where  he 


arrived  on  the  3d  of  May,  hoping 
to  join  near  Lintz,  his  left  wing, 
which  had  been  feparated  from  him, 
and  was  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-General  Baron  Hiller. 
But  the  latter  had  been  fo  clofely 
preffed  by  the  united  force  of  the 
French  armies,  that  after  feveral 
fpirited  engagements,  and  even 
after  a  brilliant  affair,  in  which  he 
had  the  ad  vantage,  near  Neumarkt, 
and  in  which  the  troops  achieved 
all  that  was  poffible  againft  the 
difproportionate  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy,  he  indeed  was  able  to  reach 
Lintz,  but  was  incapable  of  eroding 
the  Danube,  and  obliged  to  content 
himfelf  with  deftroying  the  com¬ 
munication  with  the  left  bank, 
and  taking  up  a  pofltion  behind  the 
Traun,  near  Eberfberg.  This  was 
the  occafion  of  an  extremely  mur¬ 
derous  engagement,  during  which 
the  enemy  in  ftorraing  the  bridge 
loft  near  four  thoufand  men  ; 


Eberfberg  was  fet  on  fire,  and 
Lieutenant-General  Hiller  conti¬ 
nued  his  retreat,  till  he  got  fa 
much  the  ftart  as  to  pafs  the  Da¬ 
nube,  near  Stain,  without  being 
difturbed  by  the  enemy,  and  to 
wait  the  approach  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke,  who  after  having  in  vain 
attempted  the  junflion  of  the  army 
near  Lintz,  had  marched  from  Bud- 
weis  to  Zwettel :  ftill  hoping,  by 
a  quick  paflage  of  the  Danube,  to 
arreft  the  enemy’s  progrefs  towards 
the  metropolis.  Meanwhile  a  corps 
of  Wirrtembergers  had  advanced 
from  Paftau  along  both  the  fhores 
of  the  Danube,  had  occupied  Lintz 
and  the  bank  eppofite  to  it  ;  had 
reftored  the  bridge,  and  ftgnalized 
itfeff  by  deftroying  the  defeneelefs 
villages  and  caftles  which  could 
not  be  prote&ed  by  the  fmall  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  proceeding  by  the 


fide 
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fide  of  the  main  army.  The  ene¬ 
my,  by  marching  through  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Danube  in  the  ftraight- 
eft  line,  had  got  fo  much  a-head, 
that  all  hopes  of  coming  up  with 
him  in  front  of  Vienna  vanilhed  : 
ftill,  however,  if  that  city  had 
been  able  to  hold  out  for  five  days, 
it  might  have  been  relieved;  and 
the  Archduke  refolved  on  ventur¬ 
ing  the  utmoft  to  refcue  that  good 
city,  which,  by  the  excellent  dif- 
pofition  of  its  citizens,  its  faithful 
attachment  to  its  fovereign,  and 
its  noble  devotion,  has  raifed  to 
itfelf  an  eternal  monument  in  the 
annals  of  Auftria.  All  his  plans 
were  now  directed  towards  gaining 
the  bridges  acrofs  the  Danube  near 
Vienna,  and  endeavouring  to  fave 
the  imperial  refidence  by  a  combat 
under  its  very  walls. 

Vienna,  formerly  an  important 
fortrefs,  was  in  vain  befieged  by 
the  Turks,  and  would  even  now, 
from  the  folidity  of  its  ramparts, 
the  ftrong  profiles  of  its  works, 
and  the  extenfive  fyftem  of  its 
mines,  be  capable  of  making  a 
protradled  refiftance,  had  not,  for 
upwards  of  a  century  "back,  the 
luxury  of  a  large  metropolis,  the 
wants  of  eafe,  the  conflux  of  all 
the  magnates  in  the  empire,  and 
the  pomp  of  a  fplendid  court, 
totally  effaced  every  confideration 
of  military  defence.  Palaces  adorn 
the  rampart  ;  the  cafements  and 
ditches  were  converted  into  work- 
fhops  of  tradefmen,  plantations 
mark  the  counterfcarps  of  the  for¬ 
trefs,  and  avenues  of  trees  traverfe 
the  glacis,  uniting  the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  fuburbs  in  the  world  to  the 
body  of  the  place. 

Although  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  no  obftinate  refiftance  of 
the  capital  was  to  be  expe&ed,  yet 


from  the  unexampled  loyalty  of 
the  inhabitants,  it  was  confidently 
hoped  that  Vienna  might  for  a  few 
days  ferve  as  a  tete-de-pont  to  cover 
the  paff age  of  the  river ;  whence  all 
preparations  amounted  to  no  more 
than  to  fecure  the  place  againft  a 
coup-de-main  ;  and  for  this  reafon 
the  Archduke  had  fome  time  before 
dire&ed  Field-marlhal  Hiller  to 
fend  part  of  his  corps  along  the 
right  bank  towards  the  capital,  in 
the  event  of  his  (the  Archduke’s) 
paflage  to  the  left  fhore. 

Field-marlhal  Hiller  now  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  burn  the  bridge 
near  Stain  in  his  rear,  to  leave  a 
fmall  corps  of  obfervation  near 
Krems,  to  haften  by  forced  marches 
with  the  bulk  of  his  army  to  the 
environs  of  Vienna,  and,  as  cir- 
cumftances  would  permit,  by  occu¬ 
pying  the  fmall  iflands,  to  keep  up 
the  communication  with  the  city 
and  the  debouchee  acrofs  the 
bridges. 

The  army  of  the  Archduke  now 
advanced  without  interruption,  by 
Neupolla,  Horn,  and  Weikendorf 
upon  Stockerau  ;  and,  in  order  to 
overawe  fuch  enterprizes  as  the 
enemy  might  project  from  the  en¬ 
virons  of  Lintz,  part  of  the  corps 
of  the  general  of  artillery  Count 
Koliowrath,  which  till  then  had 
remained  near  Pilfen,  with  a  view 
to  fecure  the  north  and  weft  fron¬ 
tier  of  Bohemia,  was  ordered  to 
march  to  Budweis.  Napoleon  had 
ufed  fo  much  expedition  on  his 
march  to  Vienna,  that  on  the  9th 
of  May  his  advanced  troops  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  glacis  of  the  fortrefs, 
whence  they  were  driven  by  fome 
cannon-lhot.  From  three  to  four 
thoufand  regular  troops,  as  many 
armed  citizens,  and  fome  battalions 
of  country  militia*  defended  the 

\H  h  2]  city  % 


484]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180g. 

city  ;  ordnance  of  various  calibre 


was  placed  on  the  ramparts  ;  the 
fuburbs  were  abandoned  on  account 
of  their  great  extent  ;  and  the  nu¬ 
merous  i  {lands  and  low  bulky 
ground  behind  the  town  were  occu¬ 
pied  by  fome  light  troops  of  the 
corps  of  Hiller,  as  well  as  by  mi¬ 
litia.  The  corps  itfelf  was  polled 
on  what  is  termed  “  the  Point,” 
on  the  left  Ihore  of  the  river, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  army, 
which  was  advancing  in  hade. — - 
The  occupation  of  Vienna  formed 
too  effential  a  part  in  the  ex  tend  ve 
plans  of  the  French  Emperor  ;  its 
conqueft  had  been  announced  by 
him  with  too  much  confidence,  and 
was  of  too  great  importance  to¬ 
wards  confirming  the  prejudice  of 
his  irrefiftible  power,  for  him  not 
to  employ  every  method  of  taking 
it,  before  the  affiftance  which  was 
lo  near  could  arrive.  For  the 
fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  the 
howitzers  played  upon  the  town  ; 
and  though  feveral  houfes  were  fet 
on  fire,  the  courage  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  remained  unfhaken.  But  a 
general  devaluation  threatened  their 
valuable  property  ;  and  when  at 
length  the  enemy,  availing  himfelf 
of  the  numerous  craft  which  be 
found  there,  eroded  the  final ler 
branches  of  the  Danube,  di dodged 
the  troops  from  the  neared  idands, 
and  menaced  their  communication 
with  the  left  bank,  the  city  was 
judified  in  capitulating,  while  the 
troops  retreated  by  the  great 
bridge  of  Tabor,  which  they  after¬ 
wards  fet  on  fire. 

The  Archduke  received  this  in¬ 
telligence  in  head-quarters,  be¬ 
tween  Horn  and  Meiffau,  and 
though  it  was  fcarcely  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  that  this  city,  furrounded 
as  it  was,  ill ou Id  continue  its  re- 


fi dance,  the  Archduke  proceeded 
on  his  march  without  interruption. 
Battering  himfelf  that  he  might  be 
able  to  execute  his  favourite  pro¬ 
ved  by  a  bold  attempt  to  pafs  the 
Danube  near  Vienna.  This  city 
capitulated  on  the  13th  of  May, 
fo  that  there  was  no.farther  occa- 
fion  to  expofe  the  army  to  hazard 
by  eroding  the  Danube,  for  which 
no  fufficienf  preparation  had  been 
made,  and  which  mud  have  been 
effected  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,- 
and  under  local  circumdances  of 
the  greaied  difadvantage.  By 
the  furrender  of  Vienna,  the  army 
had  alio  loft  a  point  of  fu-pport 
on  which  to  reft  its  military  ope¬ 
rations. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
Archduke  refolved  to  colled  his 
army  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  Bifam- 
berg,  and  allow  it  a  few  days  of 
reft,  which,  after  fo  many  forced 
marches,  it  urgently  wanted.  The 
cavalry,  for  the  convenience  of 
water,  was  polled  along  the  Rufs, 
a  fmall  rivulet,  which  is  concealed 
by  ground  covered  with  bulhes ; 
and  the  advanced  guards  pulhed 
forward  to  the  Danube,  in  order 
to  obferve  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  prevent  his  palling  the 
river,  which  he  had  already  at¬ 
tempted  to  do  from  Nufsdorf,  to 
what  is  called  the  Black  Lake, 
but  with  fo  little  fuccels,  that  a 
battalion  of  his  advanced  guard 
was  taken.  The  chain  of  the  out- 
pofts  extended  on  the  left  fide  as 
far  as  the  March,  and  on  the  right 
to  Krems  :  this  place  and  Prelhurg 
were  occupied  by  fome  battalions. 

The  head-quarters  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke  were,  on  the  16th  of  May,  at 
Eberfdorf,  near  the  high  road  lead¬ 
ing  to  Brunn.  On  the  19th,  the 
out  polls  reported  that  the  enemy 

had 
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had  taken  polfeflion  of'  the  great 
ifland  of  Lobau,  within  about  fix 
Englifh  miles  of  Vienna  ;  that  his 
numbers  increafed  there  every  hour, 
and  that  he  feemed  to  be  employed 
in  throwing  a  bridge  acrofs  the 
ereat  arm  of  the  Danube  behind 

o 

the  ifland.  From  the  top  of  the 
Bifambergj  the  whole  of  the  oppo- 
lire  country  appeared  to  be  enve¬ 
loped  in  a  cloud  of  dull,  and  the 
glitter  of  arms  evinced  a  general 
movement  of  troops  beyond  Sum¬ 
mering,  towards  Kaifer-Eberfdorf, 
whither,  according  to  later  ac¬ 
counts,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had 
removed  his  head-quarters,  and 
was  by  his  prefence  hailening  and 
promoting  the  preparations  for 
palling  the  river.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  at  day-break,  the 
Archduke  refolved  to  reconnoitre 
the  ifland,  and  employed,  for  this 
purpofe,  part  of  the  advanced 
guard,  under  the  commmand  of 
Field  -  tnarfkal  Lieutenant  Count 
Klenau,  fupported  by  feme  regi¬ 
ments  of  cavalry.  The  ifle  of 
Lobau  forms  a  convenient  place  of 
arms,  which  is  about  fix  Englifh 
miles  long,  and  four  and  a  half 
broad,  and  being  feparated  by  the 
large  arm  of  the  Danube  from  the 
right  bank,  nothing  prevents  the 
building  of  a  bridge,  which  is 
concealed  by  ground  covered  with 
bulhes  ;  and  the  great  extent  of 
the  ifland  affords  the  advantage  of 
fending  troops  and  ordnance  from 
fo  many  points  of  it,  that  the  paf- 
fage  acrofs  the  fmailer  arm  to  the 
large  plain  of  Marchfield,  may  be 
made  good  by  force  of  arms.  It 
was  foon  perceived  by  the  flrength 
of  the  enemy’s  columns  which  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  ifland,  and  placed 
their  cannon  fo  as  to  fupport  the 
fecond  pafifage,  that  he  meditated 


a  ferious  attack.  The  advanced 
guard  fuftained  a  tolerably  warm 
engagement,  and  the  cavalry  routed 
the  firft  diviflon  of  the  enemy, 
which  debouched  from  the  low 
grounds  on  the  edge  of  the  river, 
late  in  the  evening  :  upon  which 
the  Archduke,  whofe  intention 
was  not  to  prevent  the  paffage  of 
the  enemy,  but  to  attack  him  the 
following  day,  retreated  with  his 
cavalry  to  Anderklaa,  and  ordered 
the  advanced  troops  to  fall  back 
to  Maafs,  according  as  the  enemy 
fhouid  extend  himfelf. 

On  the  2 1 ft,  at  day-break,  the 
Archduke  ordered  his  army  under 
arms,  and  formed  it  in  two  lines 
on  the  riling  ground  behind  Geraf- 
dorf,  and  between  the  Bifam-hilL 
and  the  rivulet  Rufs.  The  corps 
of  Lieut. -General  Hiller  formed 
the  right  wing  near  Siammerfdorf; 
on  its  left  was  the  corps  of  the 
general  of  cavalry  Count  Belle- 
garde,  and  next  to  that  the  corps 
of  Lieutenant-General  Prince  Ho- 
henzollern,  in  the  alignement  of 
Deutfch-Wagram,  The  corps  of 
Prince  Rofenberg  was  polled  by 
battalions  in  column  on  the  Ruff- 
bach,  on  the  rivulet  Rufs,  kept 
Deutfch-Wagram  ftrongly  occu¬ 
pied,  having,  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  left  wing,  placed  on  the  heights 
beyond  that  place  a  divilion  in  re- 
ferve.  The  whole  cavalry,  which 
the  day  before  had  advanced  under 
the  command  of  Prince  Lichtenftein 
by  Anderklaa,  was  called  back  into 
the  line,  Ailing,  in  two  lines,  the 
fpace  intervening  between  the  left 
wing  of  Prince  Hohenzollern  and 
the  right  of  Prince  Rofenberg. 

The  vaft  plain  of  the  March- 
Aeld  fpread  like  a  carpet  before  the 
front  of  the  line,  and  appeared,  by 
the  abfence  of  every  obftrudfion, 

to. 


486']  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809- 


to  be  deftined  to  form  the  theatre 
of  fome  great  event.  The  grena¬ 
diers  remained  in  referve  near 
Seiering,  and  the  corps  of  the 
general  of  artillery.  Prince  of 
Reufs,  kept  the  Bifam-hill,  and 
the  low  bufhy  ground  along  the 
Danube,  ftrongly  occupied.  Part 
of  it  was  ftill  left  near  Krems,  the 
corps  being  almoft  broke  up  by 
having  fo  many  of  its  divifions 
detached  to  fo  confiderable  a  dis¬ 
tance. 

At  nine  o'clock,  the  Archduke 
ordered  the  arms  to  be  piled,  and 
the  troops  to  dine.  The  piquet  of 
obfervation  on  the  Bifam-hill  re¬ 
ported  that  the  bridge  acrofs  the 
Danube  behind  the  ifle  of  Lobau, 
being  now  quite  finifhed,  was 
plainly  perceivable,  and  that  troops 
were,  without  intermiflion,  feen 
filing  off  over  it,  as  well  as  palling 
in  boats  to  the  ifte.  The  outpofts, 
likewife,  gave  information  of  the 
gradual  augmentation  of  the  enemy 
in  the  town  of  Enzerfdorf,  and  in 
the  villages  of  Efsling  and  Afpern, 
and  of  liis  advancing  towards 
Hirfchiietten. 

The  Archduke  Charles  now 
thought  that  the  moment  for  giving 
battle  had  arrived,  and  haftened  to 
Gerafdorf,  where  the  chief  of  his 
quarter-mafter-generaPs  ftaff,  Ge¬ 
neral  Baron  Wimpfen,  fketched  out 
the  following  plan. 

Elan  of  Attach  upon  the  hofiile  Army 

on  its  March  between  Efsling  and 

Afpern ,  and  towards  Hirfch - 

fietten. 

The  attack  to  be  made  in  five 
columns.  The  firft  column,  or 
the  column  of  the  right  wing,  is 
formed  by  the  corps  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Hiller.  It  will  advance 
from  its  prcfent  pofition  in  the  di¬ 


rection  between  the  ft  Point**  and 
Leopoldau,  along  the  neareft  arms 
of  the  Danube,  pafs  along  the  left 
bank  towards  Stadelau  and  Afpern, 
keep  conftantly  near  the  Danube 
and  the  meadows  bordering  upon  it, 
and  is  vigoroully  to  repulfe  the 
enemy,  who  moll  likely  will  meet 
it  on  the  fame  road,  and  to  drive 
him  from  the  left  bank.  This  co¬ 
lumn  mu  ft  not  fuffer  its  progrefs  to 
be  impeded  by  the  batteries  which 
the  enemy  perhaps  may  have 
ere&ed  on  the  iflands,  but  muft 
endeavour  to  filence  them  by  its 
cannon,  and  fpiritedly  continue  to 
advance. 

The  fecond  column  confifts  of 
the  corps  of  the  general  of  cavalry. 
Count  Bellegarde.  Leaving  Geraf¬ 
dorf  to  the  left,  it  frill  march  to¬ 
wards  Leopoldau,  endeavour  to 
join  the  firft  column  on  the  right, 
advance  upon  Kagran,  and  then, 
conjointly  with  the  third  column, 
upon  the  left,  pufh  forwards  to¬ 
wards  Hirfchftetten. 

The  third  column  is  compofed 
of  the  corps  of  Lieutenant-General 
Prince  Hohen  zollern.  1 1  will  march 
bv  Suflenbrunn  to  Breitenlee,  and 
from  thence  towards  Afpern,  and 
will  endeavour  to  join  on  its  right 
the  fecond  column,  and  on  its  left 
the  fourth. 

The  fourth  column,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General 
Prince  Rofenberg,  is  made  up  of 
that  part  of  his  corps  which  is 
polled  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
rivulet  Rufs  :  it  is  to  advance,  by 
Anderklaa  and  Rafchdorf,  towards 
Efsling0 

The  fifth  column  is  formed  by 
that  part  of  Prince  Rofenberg’s 
corps  which  Hands  between 
Deutfch-Wagram  and  Beaumerf- 
dorf ;  it  will  crofs  the  Rufs  near 

Beau- 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [487 


Bealmierfdorf,  leave  Rafchdorf  and 
Bifchdort  to  the  right,  endeavour 
to  pats  to  the  left  round  the  town 
of  Enzcrfdorf,  and  fecure  its  left 
flank  by  the  Archduke  Ferdinand’s 
regiment  of  huffars. 

The  cavalry-referve,  under  the 
command  of  General  Prince  Lich- 
tenftein,  to  march  by  the  way  of 
Anderklaa,  without  coming  in 
contad  with  the  fourth  column, 
between  Rafchdorf  and  Breitenlee, 
and  ftraight  to  the  New  Inn, 
keeping  continually  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  between  the  heads  of  the 
third  and  fourth  columns,  as,  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  to  be  near  at 
hand  fpr  the  purpofe  of  repelling 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry. 

The  grenadiers  corps  of  refer  ve 
to  march  from  Seiering  into  the 
petition  which  the  corps  of  Belle- 
garde  has  taken  up  behind  Geraf- 
dorf. 

All  the  columns  and  corps  will 
inarch  at  twelve  o’clock  at  noon. 
Their  fecond  lines  to  follow  them 
at  a  fuitable  diftance*  Every  co¬ 
lumn  to  form  its  own  advanced 
guard.  The  order  of  march,  and 
the  diftribution  of  the  held. pieces, 
to  be  left  to  rise  judgment  of  the 
commanders  of  the  xefpettive  corps. 
The  whole  will  march  by  half  di-vi- 
tions.  Lieutenant-General  Klenau 
to  form  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  columns,  and,  be¬ 
fore  he  advances,  to  fuffer  the 
heads  of  thefe  columns  to  come 
quite  up  to  him,  in  order  that  he 
may  have  at  hand  a  fufficient  {up¬ 
per  t  of  infantry. 

Of  the  corps  of  cavalry,  the  bri¬ 
gade  under  the  command  of  Veefey 
to  be  attached  to  the  fecond  co¬ 
lumn,  and  the  regiment  OTleilly 
to  the  third  ;  and  both  brigades 


are  to  repair  immediately,  the  for¬ 
mer  to  Gerafdorf,  and  the  latter 
to  Sutienbrunn. 

The  principal  object  in  view  is 
to  drive  back  the  enemy  entirely 
over  the  fir  ft  arms  of  the  Danube, 
deftroy  the  bridges  he  has  thrown 
over  therm,  and  occupy  the  bank 
©f  the  Lobau  with  a  numerous 
artillery,  efpecialiy  howitzers. 

The  infantry  will  form  on  the 
plain  in  battalions,  with  half  divi- 
fions  from  the  centre. 

His  imperial  highnefs  the  gene¬ 
ral  in  chief  recommends  order, 
clofenefs  during  the  advance,  and 
a  proper  ufe  of  every  fpee.ies  of 
arms.  His  llation  will  be  with 
the  fecond  column* 

Gera/dorf,  May  21,  1809* 

Batt.  Squad. 

The  1  ft  column  confifted  of  1 9  22 

2nd  -  -  -  -  20  1  & 

3d  -  -  -  -  22  8 

4th  -  -  -  -  13 

5th  .  .  -  .  15 

The  corps  of  cavalry  — - 

rFhe  corps  of  grenadiers  1 6 

Total  103  14.8 
All  which  amounted  tp  73,000 
men,  effective  troops. 

Of  artillery  there  were  18  bat¬ 
teries  of  brigade,  1  3  of  pofttion, 
and  n  of  h-o-rfe  artillery;  in  the 
aggregate  288  pieces  of  different 
calibres. 

The  enemy  had  availed  himfelf 
extremely  well  of  the  advantages 
©f  the  ground  to  cover  his  paflage. 
The  extenftve  villages  of  Efsling 
and  Afpern,  moftly  compoled  of 
brick  houfes,  and  encircled  all 
round  by  heaps  of  earth,  refembled 
two  baftions,  between  which  a 
double  line  of  natural  trenches, 
intended  to  draw  oft'  the  water, 
ferved  as  the  curtain,  and  afforded 
[//  h  4]  every 
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every  poffible  fecurity  to  the  co¬ 
lumns  paffing  from  the  Ifle  of 
Lobau.  Efsling  had  a  granary  far- 
mflied  with  loop  holes,  and  whofe 
three  {lories  afforded  room  for 
feveral  hundred  men,  while  Afpern 
was  provided  with  a  ftrong  church¬ 
yard.  The  left  fide  of  the  latter 
village  borders  on  an  arm  of  the 
Danube.  Both  villages  had  a  fafe 
communication  with  the  bufhy 
ground  near  the  Danube,  from 
which  the  enemy  had  it  conftantly 
in  his  power  to  difpatch,  unfeen, 
frefh  reinforcements.  The  ifle  of 
Lobau  ferved  at  once  as  a  place  of 
arms,  and  as  a  tete-de-pont,  a 
bridge-head  for  the  bridge,  in  the 
rear  acrofs  the  main  arm  of  the 
river. 

The  enemy,  with  the  divifions 
of  Generals  Molitor,  Boudet,  Nan- 
fouty,  Legrand,  Efpagne,  Lafalle 
and  Ferrand,  under  the  Marfhals 
Maffena  and  Lafnes,  as  well  as 
Marfhal  Beffieres,  together  with 
the  guards  of  the  Wurfemberg, 
Heffe-Darmftadt,  and  Baden  auxi¬ 
liaries,  had  already  left  this  pofi- 
tion,  and  was  directing  his  march 
towards  Hirfchdetten,  when  the 
firft  Andrian  advanced  guards  met 
him. 

If  it  be  at  all  permitted  in  war, 
to  indulge  favourable  prefenti- 
ments,  it  was  certainly  excufable  fo 
to  do  at  that  great  moment,  when, 
on  the  2  iff  ofMay,  exaftly  at  twelve 
o’clock,  the  columns  began  to  put 
themfelves  in  motion  for  the  attack. 
A  general  enthufiafm  had  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  troops  :  joyful 
war-fongs,  accompanied  by  Turkifh 
mufic,  refounded  through  the  air, 
and  were  interrupted  by  fhouts  of 
“  Long  live  our  Emperor,  long 
live  Archduke  Charles  l”  when¬ 
ever  the  imperial  general  appeared. 


who  had  placed  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  fecond  column.  Every  bread 
panted  with  anxious  defire  and  high 
confidence  after  the  decifive  mo¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  fined  weather  fa¬ 
voured  the  awful  fcene. 

Battle  of  the  2  ijl  of  May. — Firft 
Column . 

The  advanced  guard  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Nordman,  confiding  of  two 
battalions  of  Gyulay  and  Lichten- 
dein  huffars,  had  formed  near  the 
dedroyed  bridge  of  Tabor,  and 
leaving  the  villages  of  Kagran 
and  Hirfchdetten  to  the  left,  and 
Sradlau  to  the  right,  marched  in 
the  plain  towards  Afpern.  It  was 
followed  by  the  column,  which, 
having  left  the  high  road  before 
the  pod-odice  at  Stammerfdcrf, 
had  marched  from  the  right  by 
half  divifions.  Its  right  flank 
along  the  Danube  was  covered  by 
a  battalion  of  St.  Georgians,  by 
the  i ft  battalion  of  Vienna  volun¬ 
teers,  and  by  a  battalion  of  mili¬ 
tia,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Count  Golloredo.  Within  a  can- 
non-fhot  of  Stadlau  the  out-pods 
met  the  enemy’s  picquets,  which 
gradually  retreated  to  their  origi¬ 
nal  divifions.  At  this  time  Gene¬ 
ral  Nordman  ordered  two  batta¬ 
lions  of  Gyulay  to  draw  up  en 
echellon,  in  order  to  favour  the 
advance  of  the  column.  The  ene¬ 
my  drawn  up  in  large  divifions, 
flood  immediately  before  Afpern, 
having,  to  cover  his  front,  occu¬ 
pied  all  the  ditches  of  the  fields, 
which  afforded  excellent  bread- 
works.  His  right  was  covered  by 
a  battery,  and  his  left  by  a  broad 
and  deep  ditch  (one  of  thofe  that 
carry  off  the  waters  of  the  Danube 
when  it  overflows),  as  well  as  by  a 
bufhy  ground,  which  was  likewife 
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occupied  by  feveral  bodies  in  clofe 
order.  Though  the  enemy  had 
the  advantage  of  pofition  all  to 
himfelf,  inafmuch  as  the  frelhes  of 
the  Danube  were  only  pafiable  by 
means  of  a  fmall  bridge,  at  which 
he  kept  up  a  vigorous  fire  from 
behind  the  ditches  both  with  can¬ 
non  and  fmall  arms,  it  did  not 
prevent  the  2nd  battalion  of  Gyu- 
lay,  immediately  after  the  firft  had 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  bufhy  mea¬ 
dows,  to  pafs  the  bridge  in  a  co¬ 
lumn,  to  form  without  delay,  and 
with  charged  bayonets  to  attack 
the  enemy,  who  precipitately  re¬ 
treated  to  Afpern,  on  which  oc- 
cafion  that  village,  after  a  vigorous 
but  not  very  obftinate  refiifance, 
was  taken  for  the  firft  time.  It 
was,  however,  not  long  before  the 
enemy  had  it  in  his  power,  by  the 
arrival  of  a  frefn  reinforcement,  to 
expel  again  the  battalions  of  Gyu- 
lay.  By  this  time  fome  battalions 
.of  the  column  had  arrived,  the 
chafleurs  of  Major  Schneider,  of 
the  2d  column,  joined  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  of  the  1  ft  1  Gyulay 
formed  again,  and  the  enemy  was 
a  fecond  time  pufhed  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  village,  though  he  fuc~ 
ceeded  again  in  regaining  what  he 
had  loft.  Both  parties  were  aware 
of  the  neceftity  of  maintaining 
themfelves  in  Afpern  at  any  rate, 
which  produced  fucceflively  the 
mo  ft  obftinate  efforts  both  of  at¬ 
tack  and  defence  ;  the  parties  en¬ 
gaged  each  other  in  every  ftreet, 
in  every  houfe,  and  in  every  barn ; 
carts,  ploughs,  and  harrows,  were 
obliged  to  be  removed  during  an 
uninterrupted  fire,  in  order  to  get 
at  the  enemy  ;  every  individual 
wall  was  an  impediment  of  the 
affailants,  and  a  rampart  of  the 
attacked  ;  the  fteeple,  lofty  trees. 


the  garrets,  and  the  cellars  were 
to  be  conquered  before  either  of 
the  parties  could  style  itfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  place,  and  yet  the  pof* 
feflion  was  ever  of  fhort  duration  ; 
for  no  fooner  had  we  taken  a 
ftreet  or  a  houfe  than  the  enemy 
gained  another,  forcing  us  to 
abandon  the  former.  So  this  mur¬ 
derous  confiift  lafted  for  feveral 
hours  :  the  German  battalions 
were  fupported  by  Hungarians, 
who  were  again  aififted  by  the 
Vienna  volunteers,  each  rivaliinc 
the  other  in  courage  and  perfeve- 
rance.  At  the  fame  time  the  2nd 
column  combined  its  attacks  with 
thofe  of  the  1st,  having  to  over¬ 
come  the  fame  refinance,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  enemy’s  conftantly  lead¬ 
ing  frefh  reinforcements  into  fire. 
At  length  General  Vacauant  of 
the  2d  column  fucceeded  in  be¬ 
coming  mafter  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  village,  and  maintaining 
himfelf  there  during  the  whole  of 
the  night.  By  the  ftiells  of  both 
parties  many  houfes  had  been  fer 
on  fire,  and  illuminated  the  whole 
country  around.  At  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  right  wing  on  the 
buftiy  meadow  the  combats  were 
not  lefs  fevere.  The.  left  flank  of 
the  enemy  was  feci? red  by  an  arm 
of  the  Danube  :  impenetrable  un- 
derwood,  interfered  only  by  foot¬ 
paths,  covered  his  front ;  and  a 
broad  ditch  and  pallifadoes  af¬ 
forded  him  the  advantage  of  a 
natural  rampart.  Here  fought  at 
the  beginning  of  the  battle  the 
1  ft  battalion  of  Gyulay,  under 
Colonel  Mariaffy ;  then  the  bat¬ 
talion  of  chafleurs,  under  Major 
Schneider  ;  next  the  St.  Geor¬ 
gians,  under  Major  Mihailovich  ; 
and  finally,  the  two  battalions  of 
Vienna  volunteers,  under  Lieute- 
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nant-Colone!  Steigentefch  and  St. 
Quenten.  Here  alfo  the  enemy 
was  defeated  ;  and  the  frit  day 
of  this  fanguinary  engagement 
terminated  by  the  occupation  of 
Afpern  by  General  Vacquant,  at 
the  head  of  eight  battalions  of  the 
fecond  column,  while  Lieutenant 
Field-Marfhal  Hiller  drew  the 
troops  of  his  corps  from  the  vil¬ 
lage,  placed  them  again  in  order 
of  battle,  and  palled  the  night  un¬ 
der  arms. 

Second  Column . 

The  advanced  guard,  command¬ 
ed  by  Lieutenant-General  Frefnel, 
advanced  by  Leopoldau  and  Ka- 
gran  towards  Hirfchftetten,  and 
confided  of  one  battalion  of  chaf* 
feurs  and  two  battalions  of  Anton 
Mitrovfky's,  under  Gen.  Winzin- 
gerode,  as  well  as  the  brigades  of 
cavalry,  Klenau  and  Vincent,  un¬ 
der  General  Vecfey.  It  was  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  fame  direction  by  the 
column  from  its  pofition  near 
Gerafdorf.  The  enemy  having 
been  difeovered  from  the  eminences 
near  Hirfchftetten  to  be  near  Af¬ 
pern  and  Efslingen,  the  brigade 
Vecfey  was  detached  again  ft  the 
latter  place,  and  the  brigade 
Winzingerode  to  diftodge  the 
enemy  from  Afpern.  The  column 
deployed  before  Hirfchftetten,  in 
two  lines,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
advanced  guard,  and  leaving  Af¬ 
pern  to  the  right,  followed  upon 
the  plain,  at  a  proper  diftance. 
The  brigade  of  Winzingerode, 
however,  met  with  fo  fpirited  a 
reliftanee  in  its  attempt  upon  Af¬ 
pern,  that  an  attack  upon  the  front 
alone  was  not  likely  to  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs  ;  the  cavalry, 
therefore,  of  the  advanced  guard 
was  puflied  forward  from  Afpe’rn 


on  the  left,  in  order  to  fupport 
the  attack  on  the  flank  with  the 
two  batteries  of  cavalry,  as  well 
as  to  facilitate  the  junction  with 
the  third  column,  which  was  ad¬ 
vancing  by  Ereitenlee.  At  the 
fame  time  the  regiment  of  Reufs 
Plauen  was  ordered  to  the  right 
of  Afpern,  with  a  view  to  an 
attack  on  that  place,  the  reft  of 
the  corps  was  formed  into  clofe 
columns  of  battalions.  Meanwhile 
the  enemy  formed  his  left  wing, 
which  we  refufed,  towards  Afpern, 
and  his  right  upon  Efslingen. 
Thus  he  advanced  with  columns 
of  infantry  and  cavalry  upon  the 
main  army,  while  an  extremely 
brilk  cannonade  fupported  him. 
A  line  of  it  regiments  of  cuiraf- 
Tiers  formed  the  centre  of  the 
fecond  line  of  the  enemy,  giving 
to  the  whole  an  impoflng  afpedf. 
Meanwhile  the  attack  of  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  Reufs  Plauen  on  Afpern 
was  repulfed,  and  it  gave  way* 
being  thrown  into  confternation  by 
the  lofs  of  its  commander,  buL  it 
rallied  immediately  after.  Count 
Bellegarde  ordered  General  Vac¬ 
quant  to  renew  the  attack  witli 
the  regiment  of  Vogelfang,  and 
to  carry  the  village  at  all  hazards. 
The  latter  obeyed  the  order  with 
the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs,  and 
Afpern,  though  defended  by 
12,000  of  the  befl:  of  the  enemy's 
troops,  was  carried  by  ftorin  ; 
Vacquant  being  alflfted  by  the 
regiment  of  Reufs  Plauen,  by  a 
battalion  of  Archduke  Rainer,  and 
by  the  brigade  of  Maier  of  the 
third  column.  To  fruftrate  this 
attack,  the  enemy  advanced  with 
two  columns  of  infantry,  fupported 
by  his  heavy  cavalry,  upon  the 
main  army,  repulfed  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  Klenau  and  Vincent's 
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light  horfe,  and  fell  upon  the  in¬ 
fantry.  The  latter  expecting  him, 
with  their  firelocks  ready,  and 
with  cool  intrepidity,  fired  at  ten 
paces  diftance  fio  efte&ually,  as 
totally  to  rout  the  enemy,  upon 
which  General  Vecfey,  at  the 
head  of  a  divifion  of  Klenau,  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy's  cuirafiiers  with 
fuch  energy,  that  their  retreat  was 
followed  by  that  of  the  infantry. 
Hereby  the  army  along  the  whole 
of  its  line  was  difengaged  from 
the  enemy,  obtained  a  communi¬ 
cation  on  the  left  with  the  corps 
of  Prince  Hohenzollern,  and  be¬ 
came  polfelfed  of  the  important 
poll  of  Afpern.  The  enemy  be¬ 
ing  in  full  retreat  attempted  no 
further  attack,  and  confined  him- 
felf  merely  to  a  cannonade.  The 
corps  remained  during  the  night 
under  arms.  The  enemy  repeated, 
indeed,  his  attacks  on  Afpern,  but 
they  all  proved  unfuccefsful. 

Third  Column . 

This  column,  according  to  its 
deftination,  had  begun  its  march 
from  its  pofition  at  Seiering,  by 
the  road  of  Suflenbrun  and 
Breitenlee.  Some  divifions  of 
O'Reilly  *s  light  horfe  and  chaf- 
feurs  formed  the  advanced  o^uard 
of  the  column,  and  at  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  met  near  Hirfch- 
fietcen,  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy,  which  confided  moftly  of 
cavalry.  As  about  this  time  the 
firft  and  fecond  columns  advanced 
intrepidly  upon  Afpern,  and  the 
enemy  began  to  fall  back  to  his 
pofition  between  Efslingen  and 
Afpern,  Liuetenant-General  Ho¬ 
henzollern  ordered  up  his  batteries, 
and  a  very  bnfk  cannonade  com¬ 
menced  on  both  fides.  The  firft 
line  formed  in  clofe  columns  of 


battalions,  and  advanced  with  the 

greateft  refolution  upon  the  enemy, 

when  his  cavalry  fuddenly  rulhed 

forward  in  fuch  difproportionate 

numbers,  and  with  fuch  rapidity, 

that  there  was  fcarcely  time  to 

fave  the  artillery  which  had  been 

brought  up,  and  the  battalions 

were  left  to  defend  themfelves  by 

* 

their  own  unfupported  exertions. 
This  was  the  remarkable  moment 
in  which  the  regiments  of  Zach, 
JofephColleredo,  Zettwitz,  Froon, 
a  battalion  of  Stein’s,  and  the  fe¬ 
cond  battalion  of  the  Archduke 
Charles’s  legion,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Lieutenant-General  Brady, 
and  Generals  Burefch,  Maier,  and 
Koller,  demonftrated  with  unpa¬ 
ralleled  fortitude  what  the  fixed 
determination  to  conquer  or  die 
is  capable  of  effe&ing  againft  the 
moft  impetuous  attacks.  The 
enemy’s  cavalry  turned  thefe  bat¬ 
talions  on  both  wings,  penetrated 
between  them,  repulfed  the  fqua- 
drons  of  O'Reilly’s  light  horfe, 
who  were  unable  to  withftand 
fuch  a  fuperior  force,  and  in  the 
confidence  of  viftory,  fummoned 
thefe  corps  of  heroes  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  A  well  direfted  and 
deftrufrive  fire  was  the  anfwer  to 
this  degrading  propofition,  and 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  abandoned  the 
field,  leaving  behind  them  a  con- 
liderable  number  of  dead.  This 
corps,  as  well  as  the  others,  paffed 
the  night  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Fourth  and  Fifth  Columns . 

Thefe  were  both  compofed  of 
the  corps  of  Lieutenant-General 
Prince  Rofenberg,  on  either  bank 
of  the  Rufsbach,  and  directed  their 
march  from  their  pofition  to  the 
right  and  left  of  Deutfch-Wagram, 
The  fourth  proceeded  through 
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Rafchdorf  ilraight  to  Efslingen. 
Coionei  Hardegg  of  Schwarzen- 
berg’s  hulans  conduded  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guard.  The  filth  directed 
its  march  towards  the  left,  in 
order  to  go  a  circuit  round  the 
little  town  of  Enzerfdorf,  and 
drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  place. 
It  was  reinforced  by  Stipfic’s  huf- 
fars,  under  the  command  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Frolich.  Lieutenant-General 
Ivlenau  led  the  advanced  guard  of 
both  columns.  As  this  circuit 
round  Enzerfdorf  obliged  the  fifth 
to  defcribe  a  longer  line,  it  was 
neceifary  for  the  fourth  to  advance 
rather  more  (lowly.  Enzerfdorf, 
however,  was  quickly  taken  pof- 
felfion  of  by  a  detachment  of  Stip¬ 
fic’s  huffars,  and  of  the  Wallacho- 
lllyrian  frontier  regiment,  as  it 
was  already  for  the  greateit  part 
evacuated  by  the  enemy,  from 
whom  no  more  than  thirty  pri¬ 
soners  could  be  taken.  Both  co¬ 
lumns  now  received  orders  to  ad¬ 
vance  upon  Efslingen.  The  fourth, 
in  clofe  columns  of  battalions  of 
Czartorifky’s,  Archduke  Louis’s, 
and  Cobourg’s,  who  were  twice 
fucceffsvely  attacked  by  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  of  the  enemy’s 
heavy  cavalry  ;  but  thefe  were 
each  time  put  to  flight  by  our 
brave  infantry  with  confiderabie 
lots.  Of  the  fifth  column,  two 
battalions  of  ChallelerE  advanced 
diredly  upon  Efslingen,  while  two 
battalions  of  Bellegarde’s  were 
ordered  to  penetrate  the  left  flank 
of  the  village,  and  the  final!  con¬ 
tiguous  wood.  Two  battalions  of 
Hiller’s  and  Cztarray’s,  betides 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand’s  and 
Stipfic’s  regiments  of  huffars,  and 
two  divifions  of  Rofenberg’s  light 
horfe,  were  on  the  plain  in  readi- 
nefs  to  fupport  them.  Thefe 


combined  attacks  were  made 
twice  fucceffively  with  uncommon 
intrepidity,  the  enemy’s  troops 
were  repulfed  at  all  points,  and 
driven  into  the  village  of  Efslin¬ 
gen  which  had  been  fet  on  fire. 
But  as  the  enemy's  army  was 
drawn  up  in  feveral  lines  between 
Efslingen  and  Afpern,  and  met 
each  new  attack  with  frefh  rein¬ 
forcements,  becaufe  the  fafety  of 
his  retreat  depended  on  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  this  village,  our  troops 
were  obliged  to  abandon  it  at  the 
approach  of  night,  and  to  await, 
under  arms,  the  arrival  of  morn- 
ing. 

The  referve  corps  of  cavalry 
had  marched  in  two  columns, 
under  the  command  of  General 
Prince  of  Lichtenftein,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  New  Inn  be¬ 
tween  Rafchdorf  and  Breitenlee. 
General  Count  Wartenfleben  with 
Biankenffein’s  huffars  conducted 
the  advanced  guard.  No  fooner 
did  the  enemy  perceive  the  general 
advance  or  the  army,  than  he 
placed  the  bulk  of  his  cavalry, 
iupported  by  fome  battalions  of 
infantry,  in  order  of  battle  be¬ 
tween  Efslingen  and  Afpern,  and 
commenced  a  briflc  cannonade  upon 
the  columns  of  Auftrian  cavalry  as 
they  approached.  Prince  Lich- 
tenilein  dircdled  his  columns  to 
march  forward  in  two  lines,  on 
which  the  enemy  detached  4  or 
5000  cavalry  from  his  pofition  to 
the  right,  by  way  of  Efslingen, 
and  excited  fome  apprehenfion  that 
he  would  impede  the  progrefs  of 
the  fourth  column,  or  even  break 
through  it.  The  prince,  therefore, 
ordered  four  regiments  to  the  left, 
and  kept  the  fecond  column  form¬ 
ed  in  two  lines,  till  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  fourth  would  not 
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meet  with  any  impediment  to  its 
march*  Daring  this  movement 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy’s  ca¬ 
valry  alfo  advanced  with  the 
greateft  confidence  towards  the 
right  wing  of  the  Auftrian.  They 
were  received  with  a  firmnefs 
which  they  probably  did  not  ex- 
ped.  The  intrepidity  of  the  ca¬ 
valry  which  had  marched  up,  par¬ 
ticularly  Maurice  Lichtenftein’s 
regiment,  and  the  Archduke 
Francis’s  cuiraffiers  ;  the  former, 
headed  by  its  gallant  Colonel 
Roufifel,  frustrated  the  repeated 
aflaults  of  the  enemy  by  counter¬ 
attacks,  by  which,  at  length,  he 
put  a  flop  to  his  impetuous  ad¬ 
vance,  and  completely  repulfed 
him  with  confiderable  lofs.  In 
thefe  conflids  the  French  General 
of  divifion,  Durofnel,  equerry  to 
the  emperor,  was  taken  prifoner 
a  few  paces  from  him,  as  was  alfo 
General  Fouler,  equerry  to  the 
emprefs,  after  having  been  flightly 
wounded.  Notwithftanding  the 
fire  of  mufquetry  which  now  en- 
fued,  the  prince  ordered  a  general 
advance,  by  which  the  enemy  was 
ftraitened  in  the  alignement  be¬ 
tween  Efslingen  and  Afperp,  but 
on  account  of  the  flanking  fire 
from  Efslingen,  could  not  be  pur- 
fued  any  further.  The  fire  of  his 
guns  was  anfwered  with  fpirit  by 
the  horfe  artillery.  About  feven 
in  the  evening  3,000  horfe  were 
again  detached  towards  the  point 
of  uniop  between  the  cavalry  of 
the  corps  of  referve  and  the  left 
wing  of  Prince  Hohenzollern,  and 
fell  en  mafle  upon  the  brigade  of 
cuiraffiers  of  Generals  Kroyher, 
Klary,  and  Siegenthal ;  but  by 
the  fteady  intrepidity  of  the  Blan- 
kenftein’s  and  Riefch’s  regiments, 
who  with  the  utmoft  gallantry 


made  a  hidden  attack  on  the 
enemy’s  flanks,  his  cavalry  was 
again  repulfed,  and  part  of  it, 
which  had  fallen  upon  fome  of  the 
regiments  of  the  new  levies,  placed 
in  the  third  line,  was  cut  off  and 
there  taken.  Meanwhile  night 
came  on,  and  it  was  paffed  by  the 
prince  in  the  bed  Hate  of  prepara¬ 
tion  on  the  ground  which  he  had 
gained  from  the  enemy. 

For  the  firft  time  Napoleon  had 
fufiained  a  defeat  in  Germany. 
From  this  moment  he  was  reduced 
to  the  rank  of  bold  and  fuccefsful 
generals,  who,  like  nimfelf,  after  a 
long  feries  of  deftru&ive  achieve- 

o 

rnents,  experienced  the  viciflitudes 
of  fortune.  The  charm  of  his  in¬ 
vincibility  was  diffolved.  No 
longer  the  fpoiled  child  of  For¬ 
tune,  by  pofterity  he  will  be  cha¬ 
racterized  as  the  fport  of  the  fickle 
goddefs.  New  hopes  begin  to 
animate  the  oppreffed  nations. 
To  the  Auftrian  army  the  21ft  of 
May  was  a  grand  and  glorious 
epoch,  that  muft  infpire  it  with 
a  confcioufnefs  of  its  ftrength,  and 
a  confidence  in  its  energies.  Over¬ 
whelmed  by  our  irrefiftible  in¬ 
fantry,  its  proud  opponents  were 
extended  in  the  duft,  and  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  their  hitherto  unconquered 
emperor  was  no  longer  capable  of 
fnatching  from  the  heroes  of  Auf- 
tria  the  laurels  which  they  had 
acquired.  Napoleon’s  glory  was 
obvioufly  at  ftake.  New  efforts 
were  to  be  expeded  the  following 
day  j  but  he  was  alfo  obliged  to 
fight  for  his  exiftence.  By  means 
of  fire-fhips  lent  down  the  Danube, 
the  archduke  had  caufed  the  ene¬ 
my’s  bridge  on  the  Lobau  to  be 
broken  down,  and  its  repairs 
would  take  up  feveral  hours. 
Meanwhile  Napoleon  had  already 
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inthe  evening  been  joined  by  the 
corps  of  General  Oudinot ;  and  all 
the  difpofable  troops  followed 
from  Vienna  and  the  Upper  Da¬ 
nube,  and  were  tranfported  acrofs 
the  river  in  veflels  as  fall  as  they 
arrived.  The  archduke,  on  his 
part,  ordered  the  grenadier  corps, 
which  had  not  any  {bare  in  the 
firft  engagement,  to  advance  frcm 
its  pofition  near  Gerafdorf  to 
Breifenlee ;  and  the  fhort  night 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  complete 
the  refpedive  preparations  for  the 
commencement  of  a  fecond  tragedy. 

Battle  of  the  izd  of  May . — Corps  of 
Lieutenant -  General  Hiller . 

With  the  morning’s  dawn  the 
enemy  renewed  his  attacks,  which 
far  furpafied  in  impetuofity  thofe 
of  the  preceding  day.  It  was  a 
conflid  of  valour  and  mutual  ex- 
afperation.  Scarcely  had  the 
French  guards  compelled  General 
Vacquant  to  abandon  Afpern, 
when  the  regiment  of  Klebek 
again  penetrated  into  the  burning 
village,  drove  back  the  choiceft 
troops  of  the  enemy,  and  engaged 
in  a  new  conteft  in  the  midft  of 
the  conflagration,  till,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  an  hour,  it  was  alfo 
obliged  to  give  way.  The  regi¬ 
ment  of  Benjovfky  now  rufhed  in, 
and  at  the  firft  onfet  gained  pof- 
feflion  of  the  church-yard,  the 
walls  of  which  Field-Marfhal- 
Lieutenant  Hiller  immediately  or¬ 
dered  the  firft  divifion  of  pioneers 
to  pull  down,  and  the  church,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  parfonage,  to  be 
fet  on  fire.  Thus  was  this  regi¬ 
ment,  fupported  by  fome  bat¬ 
talions,  commanded  by  General 
Bianchi,  at  length  enabled  to  main^ 
tain  itfelf  at  the  entrance  of  the 
village,  after  overcoming  the  re¬ 


finance,  bordering  on  defpair,  op- 
pofed  by  the  flower  of  the  French 
army.  Neither  could  the  enemy 
produce  any  farther  efFefl  upon  the 
bufhy  meadow,  after  Lieutenant- 
General  Hiller  had  ordered  the 
force  there  to  be  fupported  by  two 
battalions  of  Anton  Mitrowfky's 
and  a  battery  ;  on  which  the 
jagers,  St.  George’s,  and  two  bat¬ 
talions  of  Vienna  volunteers,  drove 
him  from  his  advantageous  pofi¬ 
tion,  which  he  never  afterwards 
attempted  to  recover.  At  about 
this  time  the  left  wing  of  the 
corps  was  likewife  placed  in  fecu- 
rity  by  three  batteries  fent  by  the 
lieutenant-general  to  fupport  the 
general  of  cavalry,  Count  Belle- 
garde,  and  the  latter  maintained 
his  ground  againft  the  moft  def- 
perate  attacks  of  the  enemy.  The 
Lieutenant-General  Hiller  kept  his 
pofition  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  vidory  was  de¬ 
cided  in  this  quarter.  The  corps 
was  therefore  again  formed  in  two 
lines,  and  thus  awaited  the  ap¬ 
proaching  events. 

Corps  of  the  General  of  Cavalry , 
Count  Bellegarde. 

Count  Bellegarde  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  meffage  from  General 
Vacquant,  that  the  enemy  was 
aflembling  in  force  before  Afpern, 
towards  the  bufhy  meadows,  and 
apparently  had  in  view  an  aflauk 
upon  that  point,  was  juft  going  to 
throw  a  few  battalions  of  Argen- 
ten’s  into  Afpern,  when  the  enemy, 
in  heavy  columns  of  infantry  and 
cavalry,  fupported  by  a  numerous 
artillery,  began  to  advance  upon 
the  centre  of  the  corps  in  the 
plain.  The  troops  ftationed  at 
Afpern,  exhaufted  as  they  were 
with  the  inceflant  fire  kept  up 
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during  the  night,  were  unable  to 
withftand  the  impetuofity  of  the 
attack;  their  ammunition,  both  for 
artillery  and  mufquetry,  began  to 
fail,  and  General  Vacquant  re¬ 
treated  in  good  order  to  the  church¬ 
yard.  This  pod,  gained  at  fo 
dear  a  rate,  was  again  taken  from 
him,  after  feveral  attacks  fuf- 
tained  in  conjunction  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Hiller  ;  the  place 
was  alternately  taken  and  loft,  till 
at  length  the  fuperiority  of  our 
fire  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon 
tlie  houfes,  and  a  laft  aftault  of 
Hiller’s  corps  prevented  all  farther 
attempts. 

From  the  moment  of  the  retak¬ 
ing  of  Afpern  it  became  poftible  to 
oppofe  an  offenfive  movement  to 
the  enemy  advancing  upon  the 
centre,  and  to  operate  upon  his 
left  flank  and  communication.  The 
defence  of  Afpern  was  therefore  ’ 
left  entirely  to  Hiller’s  corps,  and 
while  Count  Bellegarde  fupported 
his  right  wing  on  Afpern,  he 
formed  his  left  and  the  centre  in 
the  direction  of  Efslingen,  in  fuch 
a  manner  that,  by  degrees,  he 
gained  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy,  compelled  him  to  retreat, 
and,  by  the  complete  effed  of  the 
artillery,  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
left  wing,  which  commanded  the 
whole  fpace  from  Afpern  to  Efslin¬ 
gen,  gave  him  a  moft  fevere  de¬ 
feat. 

Corps  of  Lieutenant.  General  the 
Prince  of  Hohenzollern . 

The  dawn  of  morning  was  with 
this  corps  alfo  the  fignal  for  the 
renewal  of  the  gigantic  conftid. 
The  enemy’s  infantry  was  drawn 
up  in  large  diviftons,  and  between 
it  the  whole  of  the  heavy  cavalry 
was  formed  in  maftcs,  The  Ge¬ 


neral  of  cavalry,  Prince  Lichten^ 
ftein,  on  obferving  this  order  of 
battle,  perceived  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  up  a  clofe  communication 
with  the  infantry  placed  near  him  : 
he  therefore  drew  up  his  right 
wing  en  echiquier,  behind  the 
corps  of  infantry,  but  kept  his 
left  wing  together,  with-  referves 
ported  in  the  rear. 

A  prodigious  quantity  of  artil¬ 
lery  covered  the  front  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  feemed  defirous  to  anni¬ 
hilate  our  corps  by  the  murderous 
fire  of  cannon  and  howitzers.  Up¬ 
wards  of  two  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon  were  engaged  on  both  fides, 
and  the  oldeft  foldiers  never  recoi¬ 
led:  to  have  witneffed  fo  tremen¬ 
dous  a  fire. 

Vain  was  every  effort  to  fhake 
the  intrepidity  of  the  Auftrian 
troops.  Napoleon  rode  through 
his  ranks,  and  according  to  the 
report  of  the  prifoners,  made  them 
acquainted  with  the  deftrndion  of 
his  bridge,  but  added,  that  he  had 
himfelf  ordered  it  to  be  broken 
down,  becaufe  in  this  cafe  there 
was  no  alternative  but  vidory  or 
death.  Soon  afterwards  the  whole 
of  the  enemy’s  line  put  itfelf  in 
motion,  and  the  cavalrv  made  its 
principal  attack  on  the  point 
where  the  corps  of  cavalry  of 
Prince  Liehtenftein  communicated 
with  the  left  wing  of  Lieutenant- 
General  the  Prince  of  Hohenzol- 
lern.  The  engagement  now  be¬ 
came  general ;  the  regiments  o>f 
Rohan,  D’Afpre,  JofephColloredo, 
and  Stain,  repulfed  all  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy.  The  generals  were 
every  where  at  the  head  of  their 
troops,  and  infpired  them  with 
courage  and  perfeverance.  The 
archduke  himfelf  feized  the  co¬ 
lours  of  Zach%  and  the  battalion, 

which 
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which  had  already  begun  to  give 
way,  followed  with  new  enthu- 
fiafm  his  heroic  example.  Mod 
of  thofe  who  furrounded  him  were 
wounded  ;  his  Adjutant-General, 
Count  Colloredo,  received  a  ball 
in  his  head,  the  wound  from 
which  was  at  firft  confidered  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  a  fqueeze  of  the  hand  fig- 
nified  to  him  the  concern  of  his 
fympathizing  commander,  who, 
filled  with  contempt  of  death, 
now  fought  for  glory  and  for  his 
country. 

The  attacks  of  our  impenetrable 
corps,  both  with  the  fabre  and  the 
bayonet,  fo  rapidly  repeated  and  fo 
impetuous,  as  to  be  unparalleled  in 
military  annals,  fruftrated  all  the 
intentions  of  the  enemy.  He  was 
beaten  at  all  points,  and  aftonifhed 
at  fuch  undaunted  intrepidity,  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  field 
of  battle. 

About  this  time  Lieutenant- 
General  the  Prince  of  Hohenzol- 
lern  obferved  on  his  left  wing, 
near  Efslingen,  a  chafm,  which 
had  been  formed  during  the  heat 
of  the  engagement,  and  afforded 
an  advantageous  point  of  attack. 
Frolich’s  regiment,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Mecferry,  was  ordered 
thither  in  three  corps,  and  re- 
pulfed  four  regiments  of  cavalry, 
accompanied  with  infantry  and 
artillery.  The  corps  remained  in 
the  pofition  which  they  had  taken, 
till  the  grenadiers  of  the  referve, 
which  the  archduke  had  ordered 
forward  from  Breitenlee,  arrived 
to  relieve  the  battalions  exhaufted 
with  the  fanguinary  conflid,  and 
continued  the  attack  upon  the 
centre  of  the  enem  y’s  potion. 
Lieutenant-General  D’Afpre  pene¬ 
trated  with  the  four  battalions  of 
grenadiers  of  Pnsezinfky,  Puteany, 


Scovaux,  and  Scharlach,  without 
firing  a  fhot,  to  the  enemy's  can¬ 
non,  where  he  was  flanked  by 
fuch  a  deftrudive  fire  from  Efslin¬ 
gen,  that  nothing  but  the  prefence 
of  the  archduke,  who  haftened  to 
the  fpot,  could  have  induced  his 
grenadiers  to  maintain  their 
ground.  Captain  Count  Dombaffe 
had  already  reached  the  enemy’s 
battery,  when  he  was  wounded  by 
two  balls,  and  quitted  the  field. 

About  noon  the  archduke  or¬ 
dered  a  new  affauit  upon  Efslin¬ 
gen,  which  was  immediately  un¬ 
dertaken  by  Field-Marfhal- Lieu¬ 
tenant  D’Afpre  with  the  grena¬ 
dier  battalions  of  Kirchenbettier 
and  Scovaux  on  the  left,  and 
Scharlach  and  Georgy  in  front. 
Five  times  did  thefe  gallant  troops 
rufh  up  to  the  very  walls  of  the 
houfes,  burning  internally  and  pla¬ 
ced  in  a  ftate  of  defence  ;  fome  of 
the  grenadiers  thruft  their  bayonets 
into  the  enemy's  loop-holes  ;  but 
all  their  efforts  proved  fruitlefs, 
for  their  antagonifts  fought  the 
fight  of  defpair.  The  archduke 
ordered  the  grenadiers  to  take  up 
their  former  pofition,  and  when 
they  afterwards  volunteered  to  re¬ 
new  the  affauit,  he  would  not  per¬ 
mit  them,  as  the  enemy  was  then 
in  full  retreat. 

Corps  of  Field -Marjhal  Lieutenant 
Prince  Refenberg . 

Both  divifions  of  this  corps, 
which  in  advancing  to  the  engage- 
ments  had  compofed  the  fourth 
and  fifth  columns,  were  formed 
before  break  of  day  for  a  new 
attack,  for  which  the  enemy  like- 
wife  made  preparation  on  his  fide, 
but  with  a  manifeft  fuperiority  in 
numbers.  Prince  Rofenberg  re_ 
folved  to  attack  the  village  of 
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lifslingen  with  the  Archduke 
Charles’s  regiment  of  infantry,  to 
pufh  forward  his  other  troops  in 
battalions,  and' in  particular  to  go 
and  meet  the  enemy  who  was 
advancing  in  th^  open  country  be- 
tvveen  Efslingen  and  the  neared 
arm  of  the  Danube,  The  village 

«j 

was  already  gained,  and  battalions 
advancing  on  the  left,  obliged  the 
enemy,  drawn  up  in  feveral  lines., 
to  yield.  The  moft  violent  can¬ 
nonade  was  kept  up  incefiantly  on 
both  fides,  and  it  was  fuftained  by 
the  troops  with  the  greateft  fortF 
tude,  Favoured  by  a  fog  which 
fuddenly  came  on,  the  enemy’s 
heavy  cavalry  ventured  to  attack 
on  all  fides  the  corps  formed  by 
Gztarray’s  and  Hiller’s  regiments 
of  infantry.  Thefe  brave  fellows 
received  him  with  fixed  bayonets, 
and  at  the  lad  moment  poured  in 
their  fire  with  fuch  effedl,  that  the 
enemy  was  compelled  to  betake 
himfelf  to  flight  with  confiderable 
lofs.  Five  times  were  thefe  attacks 
on  Cztarray’s  and  Hiller’s  regi- 
ments  repeated,  and  each  time 
were  they  repelled  with  equal 
courage  and  refolution*  The  ca¬ 
valry  contributed  all  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy  and  the  fupport  of  the 
infantry.  Coburg’s,  the  Arch¬ 
duke  Louis’s,  and  Czartorifky’s 
regiments  belonging  to  the  divi- 
fion  of  Lieutenant-General  Dedo- 
vich,  ftationed  on  the  right,  re¬ 
newed  the  exertions  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  with  the  fame  diftinc- 
tion*  and  the  fame  fuccefs.  After 
this  fevere  conflict,  the  enemy 
feemed  to  have  no  inclination  to 
expofe  himfelf  to  any  frefh  dif- 
after,  and  confined  himfelf  to  the 
operation  of  his  fuperior  artillery. 
About  eleven,  A.M.  Prince  Ro- 


fenberg  received  orders  from  the 
Archduke,  commander  in  chief,  to 
make  a  new  attack  upon  Efslingen, 
and  a  meffage  to  the  fame  effedl 
was  sent  to  Lieutenant-General 
Dedov ichr  who  commanded  the 
right  divifion  of  this  corps.  Prince 
Rofenberg  immediately  formed  two 
columns  of  attack,  under  the  con- 
dudl  of  Lieutenant-Generals  Princes 
Hohenlohe  and  Rohan,  while  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Dedovich  advanced 
againfl:  the  citadel  of  the  place, 
and  the  magazine  furrounded  with 
walls  and  ditches.  The  attack 
was  made  with  redoubled  bravery, 
and  our  troops  ruflied  with  irre- 
frftible  impetuofity  into  the  vil¬ 
lage.  Still,  however,  they  found 
it  irapoflible  to  maintain  this  poll, 
into  which  the  enemy  kept  con* 
tinually  throwing  new  reinforce¬ 
ments,  which  was  of  the  utmotfb 
importance  for  covering  his  re* 
treat,  which  he  had  already  re« 
folved  upon,  and  which  he  defended 
with  an  immenfe  facrifice  of  lives'. 
Prince  Rofenberg  therefore  re- 
folved  to  confine  himfelf  to  the 
obftinate  maintenance  of  his  own 
pofition,  to  fecure  the  left  flank  of 
the  army,  and  to  enereafe  the  em- 
barraflment  of  the  enemy  by  an 
inceflant  fire  from  all  the  batteries,. 
In  the  night  between  the  zzd  and 
23d,  the  enemy  accompli flied  his 
retreat  to  the  Lobau,  and  at  three' 
in  the  morning  his  rear -guard  alfo 
had  evacuated  Efslingen  and  all 
the  points  which  he  had  occupied 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube. 
Some  divifions  purfued  him  clofely, 
and  took  poflefiion  as  near  as  pof- 
fible  of  the  neceffary  polls  of  ob* 
fervation.  Thus  terminated  a  con- 
fiidl  of  two  days,  which  will  be 
ever  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
the  world,  and  in  the  hillory  of 
[/  /]  war. 
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war.  It  was  the  moll  obftinate 
and  bloody  that  has  occurred  fimce 
the  commencement  of  the  French 
revolution.  It  was  decifive  for 
the  glory  of  the  Auftrian  arms, 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  for  the  correction  of 
the  public  opinion.  The  infantry 
has  entered  upon  a  new  and  bril¬ 
liant  career,  and  by  the  firrn.con- 
lidence  it  has  manifefted  in  its  own 
energies,  has  paved  the  way  to 
new  victories.  The  enemy’s  ca¬ 
valry  has  feen  its  acquired  but 
hitherto  untried  glory  diffipated 
by  the  maffes  of  our  battalions, 
whofe  cool  intrepidity  it  was  un¬ 
able  to  endure.  Cavalry  and  ar¬ 
tillery  have  furpaffed  themfelves 
In  valour,  and  in  the  fpace  of  two 
days  have  performed  achievements 
fufficient  for  a  whole  campaign. 
Three  pieces  of  cannon,  feven  am¬ 
munition  waggons,  17,000  French 
mufkets,  and  about  3,000  cuiraffes 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  con¬ 
queror*  The  lofs  on  both  fides 
was  very  great ;  this,  and  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  very  few  prifoners 
were  taken  by  either  party,  proves 
the  determination  of  the  combat¬ 
ants  either  to  conquer  or  die. 
The  Auftrian  army  laments  the 
death  of  87  fuperior  officers,  and 
4,199  fubaltcrns  and  privates. 

,  Lieutenant-Generals  Prince  Rohan, 
D  edovich,  Weber,  and  Frenel, 
GeneralsWinzingerode,  Gril,  Neu- 
ftadter,  Seigenthal,  Colloredo, 
May  Hohenfeld,  and  Burefch,  663 
officers,  and  15,651  fubalterns  and 
privates  were  wounded.  Of  thefe, 
Field- Marflial  Lieutenant  Weber, 
8  officers,  and  129  men,  were 
taken  prifoners  by  the  enemy. 
The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  pro¬ 
digious,  and  exceeds  all  expecta¬ 
tion.  It  can  only  be  accounted 


for  by  the  effect  of  our  content  fid 
fire  on  an  exceedingly  confined 
field  of  battle,  where  all  the  bat¬ 
teries  crofted  one  another,  and 
calculated  by  the  following  aiu 
thentic  data.  Generals  Lafnes, 
D’Efpagne,  St.  Hilaire,  and  Al¬ 
buquerque,  are  dead ;  Maffena, 
Btftieres,  Molitor,  Boudet,  Le- 
grand,  Lafalle,  and  the  two  bro* 
thers  Legrange,  wounded  ;  Du- 
rofnel  and  Fouler  taken.  Up¬ 
wards  of  7,000  men,  and  an  im- 
rnenfe  number  of  horfes  were  buried 
on  the  field  of  battle  ;  5,000  and 
fome  hundred  wounded  lie  in  our 
hofpitals.  In  Vienna  and  the 
fuburbs  there  are  at  prefen t  29,775 
wounded  ;  many  were  carried  to 
St,  Polten,  Enns,  and  as  far  as 
Lintz  ;  2,300  were  taken.  Se¬ 
veral  hundred  of  corpfes  floated 
down  the  Danube,  and  are  ilill 
thrown  upon  its  ftiores  ;  many  met 
their  death  in  the  ifland  of  Lobau^ 
and  fince  the  water  has  fallen  in 
the  finaller  arms  of  the  river,  in¬ 
numerable  bodies,  thus  configned 
by  their  comrades  to  everlafting 
oblivion,  have  become  vifible3 
The  burying  of  the  fufferers  is  not 
yet  over,  and  a  peftilential  air  is 
wafted  down  the  theatre  of  death. 
His  imperial  highnefs,  the  gene¬ 
ral  iffimo,  has  indeed  undertaken 
the  duty  fo  dear  to  his  heart,  of 
acquainting  the  monarch  and  the 
country  with  the  names  of  thofe 
who  took  the  moft  adlive  (hare  in 
the  achievements  of  thefe  glorious 
days  ;  but  he  acknowledges  with 
profound  emotion,  that,  amidfl  the 
rival&ip  of  the  higheft  military 
virtues,  it  is  fearcely  pcffible  to 
diftinguifh  the  moft:  valiant,  and 
declares  all  the  foldiers  of  Afpent 
worthy  of  public  gratitude.  His 
Imperial  highnefs  confiders  the  in¬ 
telligent 
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fcetiigent  difpofitions  of  the  chief 
of  his  ftaff,  General  Baron  WimpL 
fen,,  and  his  inceffant  exertions,  as 
the  foundation  of  the  vidlory. 
The  officers  commanding  corps 
have  rendered  themfelves  deferving 
of  the  higheil  favours  by  uncom¬ 
mon  dev  otednefs,  perfonal  bravery^ 
warm  attachment  to  their  fove- 
reign,  and  their  high  fenfe  of 
honour.  Their  names  will  be 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  with  the 
achievements  of  the  valiant  troops 
who  were  under  their  direction*, 
Colonel  Smola,  of  the  artillery, 
by  his  indefatigable  aftivity  in 
the  proper  application  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  and  his  well  known  bra~ 
very,  rendered  the  moft  important 
Cervices.  The  commanding  offi¬ 
cers  of  corps  and  columns  have 
furnifhed  a  lift  of  the  generals, 
ftaffi  and  fuperior  officers,  who  par- 
ficularly  diftinguiftied  themfelves. 

Lieutenant-General  Count  Kle- 
nau,  who  exhibited  frefh  proofs  of 
his  well-known  valour,  both  in  the 
reconnoifance  of  the  20th,  and  in 
the  engagements  of  both  days,  be¬ 
llows  particular  commendations  on 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  Trapp  of 
the  ftaff,  of  Colonel  Hardegg  of 
Schwarzenberg’s  hulans,  of  Major 
Scheibler  of  Rofenberg’s  light 
horfe,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lutz 
and  Lieutenant  Laghetty  and 
Manz  of  the  ftrft  battalion  of 
jagerS.  Lieutenant-General  Baron 
D’Afpre,  at  the  head  of  his  brave 
grenadiers,  whom  he  led  with  the 
moft  determined  intrepidity  into 
fire,  deems  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bif- 
fingen  and  Majors  Puteany,  Kir- 
chenbetter,  and  Winiawlky,  wor¬ 
thy  of  particular  commendation. 
Sub-Lieutenant  Count  Rezewulky 
diftinguiftied  bimfelf  in  a  manner 
that  does  him  the  higheil  honour. 


This  young  man  was  captain  in 

the  Auftrian  militia,  and  being 
afraid,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  that  he  ftiould  be  obliged 
to  remain  with  his  battalion  in  the 
interior,  he  endeavoured  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  removal  to  a  regiment  of 
light  horfe  ;  and  as  there  was  no 
vacancy,  he  entered  as  a  cadet  and 
volunteer  into  Kienrrtayer’s  huf- 
fars,  in  which  he  was  foon  pro¬ 
moted  to  a  fub-lieutenancy.  CM 
the  attack  of  the  grenadiers  he 
voluntarily  accompanied  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  D’Afpre  into  the 
thickeft  of  the  fire ;  and  when 
the  field-marfhaPs  horfe  was  fnot 
under  him,  he  fprang  from  his,  and 
prefented  it  to  him  with  thefe 
words,  <c  You  want  him  more 
than  L5S  He  then  joined  on  foot 
in  the  affault  made  by  the  grena¬ 
diers,  till  a  wound  he  received  put 
an  end  to  his  exertions.  As  a, 
reward  for  fuch  extrordinary  zeal, 
his  imperial  highnefs  has  appointed 
Sub- Lieutenant  Count  Rezewulky 
captain  in  the  hulans.  Many  in¬ 
dividual  traits  of  heroifm  are  not 
yet  known,  and  confequently  can¬ 
not  be  recorded.  Thus  Corporal 
Prager,  of  Zettivitz’s,  took  pri~ 
foner  one  of  the  enemy’s  chefs 
d’efcadron  before  the  mafs  of  his 
battalion.  Corporals  Donner  and 
Horner,  and  the  privates  Preffich, 
Herma,  and  Schmerha,  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  of  Prince  Kinlky’s  legion, 
were  cut  off  by  a  fire  of  mulketry 
from  their  corps,  and  furrounded 
by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  they 
fought  their  way  through,  and 
rejoined  their  battalion.  The 
Oberjager  Fickerberger  and  the 
Unterjager  Schaffer  of  the  fecond 
battalion  of  jagers,  penetrated  into 
the  French  emperor’s  guard,  and 
feized  one  of  the  enemy's  captains 
[/  i  2]  in 


in  the  midft  of  his  ranks.  The 
private  Tarda,  of  Duke  Albert’s 
cuirafliers,  retook  a  fix. pounder 
which  had  fallen  into  the  enemy’s 
hands,  and  brought  it  back  with 
its  equipage.  Serjeant  Pap,,  of 
Chafteler’s,  {hatched  the  colours 
of  his  battalion  from  the  hands  of 
the  dying  firft  Lieutenant  Cazan, 
who  had  himfelf  taken  it  from  the 
enflgn  who  had  been  killed,  and 
headed  liis  troop  with  the  inoft 
exemplary  intrepidity.  Among 
the  artillery  there  are  few  but 
what  highly  diftsnguiflied  tlietrr- 
felves  by  deeds  the  mod  daring 
and  contempt  of  every  danger. 
But  a  grateful  country  will  not 
fail  to  hold  in  honourable,  remem¬ 
brance  the  departed  heroes  who 
found  death  in  the  arms  of  vi£lory» 
In  this  number  thofe  particularly 
xvorthy  of  mention  are,  Colonel 
de  Fiennes,  of  Bellegarde’s ;  Major 
Danzer,  of  CPPveilly’s  ;  Major 
Gerdech,  of  Froon’s  ;  Captain 
Charles  Kaifer  and  Konovfky,  of 
Ro  enberg’s  ;  Captain  Surgeant, 
of  Reufs  Greyz’s  ;  fir  ft  Lieute- 
irant  Cazan,  of  Chafteler’s  ;  and 
Lieutenant  Zakaziil,  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  who  difplayed  the  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary  proofs  of  valour,  and 
with  hisdyingbreath  recommended 
his  widow  to  the  paternal  care  of 
his  majefty. 


Admiralty  Office ,  Augufi  5". 
Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Martin ,  dated  off  Per  cola  Pointy 
July  6,  to  Sir  f.  Saumarez. 

“  The  Implacable  and  Melpo¬ 
mene,  having  flood  into  the  gulf 
of  Narva,  captured  nine  fail  of 
veffcls,  laden  with  timber,  fpars, 


peror  of  Ruftia,  and  which,  I 
doubt  not,  will  prove  a.  valuable 
acquifition  to  our  own  dock-yards. 
The  boats  of  the  fhips  under  that 
active  and  valuable  officer,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Hawkey  (of  whofe  enter- 
prifing  fpirit  I  had  occafion  to 
fpeak  fo  highly  when  off  Dantzic) 
have  looked  into  every  creek 
along  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  gulf, 
without  finding  any  veflels  what¬ 
ever  ;  and  he  is  now  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  with  the  fame  view. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the 
above,  Lieutenant  Hawkey  has 
returned  with  three  veffels,  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  boats  of  the  Impla¬ 
cable,  Melpomene,  and  Prome¬ 
theus,  under  his  command  ;  and  he 
reports  eight  fail  of  gun-boats 
protecting  fome  fhips  in  fhore,  and 
is  very  defirous  of  attacking  them  ; 
which  fhall  be  done  if  there  is  a 
reafonable  hope  of  fuccefs.” 


His  Majefy^s  Ship  Implacable ,  off 
Per  cola  Pointy  July  8 . 

<t  Q;r 

<(  The  pofition  taken  by  the 
Ruffian  flotilla,  under  Percola 
Point,  feemed  fo  much  like  a  de¬ 
fiance,  that  I  confldered.  fomething 
was  necelTary  to  be  done,  in  order 
to  imprefs  thefe  ft  rangers  with 
that  fenfe  of  refped.  and  fear 
which  his  Majefty’s  other  ene¬ 
mies  are  accuftomed  to  fhow  to 
the  Britifh  flag  :  I,  therefore,  de¬ 
termined  to  gratify  the  anxious 
wiftt  of  Lieutenant  Hawkey  to 
lead  the  boats  of  the  fhips  named 
in  the  margin  *,  which  were  af- 
fembled  by  nine  o’clock  laft  night, 
and  proceeded  with  an  irrefiftible 


*•  Inq>laeabl(*t  Bellernphon,. Melpomene,  and  Prometheus, 


zeal 
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zeal  and  intrepidity  towards  the 
enemy,  who  had  the  advantage  of 
local  knowledge  to  take  a  pofition 
of  extraordinary  ftrength  within 
two  rocks,  ferving  as  a  cover  to 
their  wings,  and  from  whence 
they  could  pour  a  deftrudive  fire 
of  grape  upon  our  boats,  which, 
notwithstanding,  advanced  with 
per  feci  coolnefs,  and  never  fired  a 
gun  till  adually  touching  the 
enemy  ;  when  they  boarded  fword 
in  hand,  and  carried  all  before 
them.  I  believe  a  more  brilliant 
achievement  does  not  grace  the 
records  of  our  naval  hiftory  ;  each 
officer  was  impatient  to  he  the 
leader  in  the  attack,  and  each 
man  zealous  to  emulate  their  no¬ 
ble  example  ;  and  the  moil  com¬ 
plete  fuccefs  has  been  the  confe- 
quence  oi'fuch  determined  bravery^ 
of  eight  gun-boats,  each  mount¬ 
ing  a  thirty-two  and  twenty-four 
pounder,  and  forty-fix  men,  fix 
have  been  brought  out  and  one 
funk  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  flips 
and  veffels  (twelve  in  number) 
under  their  protedion,  laden  with 
powder  and  provifions  for  the 
Ruffian  army,  brought  out,  and  a 
large  armed  ffiip  taken  and  burnt. 
I  have  deeply  t©  lament  the  lofs 
of  many  men,  killed  and  wounded, 
and  efpecially  that  soft  valuable 
officer,  Lieutenant  Hawkey,  who, 
after  taking  one  gun-boat,  was 
killed  by  a  grape-fhot  in  the  ad 
of  boarding  the  fecond.  No 
praife  from  my  pen  can  do  ade¬ 
quate  juflic.e  t©  this  lamented 
young  man  : — as  an  officer,  he  was 
adive,  correct,  and  zealous,  to 
the  higbeft  degree  ;  the  leader  in 
every  kind  of  enterprife,  and  re¬ 
gard!  efs  of  danger,  he  delighted 
in  whatever  could  tend  to  pro¬ 
mole  the  glory  of  his  country. 


His  laft  words  were,  (( Huzza  ! 
pufh  on!  England  for  ever  L* 
Mr.  Hawkey  had  been  away  in 
the  boats  on  different  fervices 
fince  laft  Monday,  accompanied 
with  Lieutenant  Vernon,  wliofe 
condud  in  this  affair  has  been 
highly  exemplary,  and  fhown  him 
worthy  to  be  the  companion  of 
fo  heroic  a  man  :  but  while  I  am 
induced  to  mention  the  name  of 
Mr.  Vernon,  from  his  conftant 
fervices  with  Mr.  Hawkey,  I  feel 
that  every  officer,  Teaman,  and 
marine,  has  a  claim  to  my  warmeft 
praifes,  and  will,  I  truft,  obtain 
-your  favourable  recommendation 
to  the  lords  com miffi oners  of  the 
admiralty.  Lieutenant  'Charles 
Allen,  of  the  Bellerophon,  was  the 
fienior  officer  after  Mr.  HawkeyT 
death.  I  have  juft  been  informed 
that  Lieutenant  Stirling  of  the 
Prometheus,  who  was  feverely 
wounded,  is  fince  dead  :  his  con¬ 
dud  in  this  affair  v/as  very  con- 
fpicuous  ;  and  Captain  Forreft 
fpeaks  highly  in  praife  of  the 
zeal  and  adivity  of  his  fervices 
on  every  occafion,  I  am  fure  you 
will  readily  believe  that  Captain 
Forreft  did  not  witnefs  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  attack,  without 
feeline  an  ardent  -ole fire  to  coin- 
mand  it  ;  but  1  was  obliged  to 
refill  his  pre fling  importunity,  as 
a  matter  of  juftice  to  Mr.  Haw¬ 
key.  The  Ruffians  have  fuffered 
feverely  in  this  conflid  ;  the  moil 
moderate  -ftatement  makes  it  ap¬ 
pear,  that  two. thirds  of  them 
have  been  killed  and  wounded,  or 
jumped  overboard.  Enclofed  is  a 
lift  of  killed  and  wounded,  the 
names  of  the  officers  employed,  an 
account  of  veffels  captured,  and 
the  number  of  prifoners. 

. tk  TV  B.  Marti  n/^ 
London 


[OH 
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London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Downing-freet,  Auguji  7. 
The  following  D  if  patches  were  re¬ 
ceived  lajl  Night  from  the  Earl  of 
Chatham. 

i(  Head-quarters  y  Middlehurgh% 
Auguji  2o 
is  My  Lord* 

4*  I  have  the  honour  of  ac¬ 
quainting  your  lordffiip,  that  hav¬ 
ing  failed  from  the  Downs  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  28th  ult. 
with  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard 
Strachan,  in  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
Venerable,  we  arrived  the  fame 
evening:  and  anchored  in  the  Eaft 
Capelle- roads,  and  were  joined  on 
the  following  morning  by  the 
divifton  of  the  army  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  John  Hope. 
It  blew'  in  the  courfe  of  that  day 
a  frefli  gale  from  the  weftward, 
which  created  a  heavy  fwell  5  and 
the  frnall  craft  being  much  ex¬ 
po  fed,  it  was  determined  to  feek 
Ihelter  for  them  in  the  anchorage 
of  the  Roompot,  where  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  }.  Hope’s  di¬ 
vifion  was  alfo  directed  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  in  order  to  poffefs  fuch 
points  as  might  be  neceiTary  to 
fecure  the  anchorage ;  as  well  as 
with  a  view  to  future  operations 
up  the  Eaft  Scheldt.  The  left 
wing  of  the  army  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
particularly  deftined  for  the  ope¬ 
rations  againft  Walcheren,  arrived 
on  the  29th,  and  morning  of  the 
30th  ;  but  the  wind  continuing 
to  blow  frefh  from  the  weftward, 
and  occasioning  a  great  furf  on 
the  beach,  both  on  the  ftde  of 
Zoutland,  as  well  as  near  Dorn- 
burg,  it  became  expedient,  in 
order  to  effect  a  landing,  to  carry 
the  whole  fleet  through  the  nar¬ 
row  and  difficult  paftage  into  the 

*5 


Veer  Gat,  hitherto  confidered  im- 
radicable  for  large  flips  ;  which 
eing  fuccefsfully  accomplifhed, 
and  the  neceiTary  preparations  for 
debarkation  being  completed,  I 
have  the  fatisfadtion  of  acquaint¬ 
ing  your  lordffiip  that  the  troops 
landed  on  the  Bree,  and  about  2 
mile  to  the  weftward  of  Fort  der 
Haak,  without  oppofition,  when  a 
pofltion  was  taken  up  for  the 
night  on  the  fandhill,  with  Eaft 
Capelle  in  front.  Lieutenant-Ge~ 
neral  Frafer  was  detached  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  left  againft  Fort 
der  Haak  and  Ter  Vere,  the  for~ 
mer  of  which  on  his  approach  was 
evacuated  by  the  enemy  ;  but  the 
town  of  Vere,  which  was  ftrong 
in  its  defence,  and  had  a  garrifon 
of  about  600  men,  held  out  till 
yefterday  morning,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  heavy  and  well-directed 
Are  of  the  bomb-veflels  and  gun° 
boats  during  the  preceding  day, 
and  until  the  place  was  clofely 
invefted.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  31ft,  a  deputation  from 
Middleburgh,  from  whence  the 
garrifon  had  been  withdrawn  into 
Fiufhing,  having  arrived  in  camp, 
terms  of  capitulation  were  agreed 
upon,  copies  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  herewith  to  enclofe,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  garrifon  of 
Ter  Vere  ;  and  the  divifions  of 
the  army  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant-General  Lord  Paget, 
and  Major-General  Graham  moved 
forward,  and  took  up  a  pofltion 
with  the  right  to  Malifkirke,  the 
centre  at  Gryperlkire,  and  the  left 
to  St.  Laurens.  On  the  morning 
of  the  1  ft  inftant,  the  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  inveftment  of 
Flulhing,  which,  operation  was 
warmly  contefted  by  the  enemy. 
In  this  movement  he  was  driven 

by 
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bf  Major-General  Graham’s  di- 
viilon,  on  the  right,  from  the  bat¬ 
teries  of  the  Dykefhooke,  the 
Vygeter,  and  the  Nole,  while 
Brigadier-General  Houfton’s  bri¬ 
gade  forced  the  enemy,  polled  on 
the  road  from  Middleburgh,  to 
retire,  with  the  lots  of  four  guns, 
and  many  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant-General  Lord  Paget's 
divifion  alfo  drove  in  the  polls  of 
the  enemy,  and  took  up  his  por¬ 
tion  at  Weft  ZoubergV 

[  Ills  lordfhip  here  bellows 
great  praife  on  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  the  of¬ 
ficers  commanding  columns  ;  like- 
wife  on  the  light  troops,  under 
Brigad.-Gen.  Baron  Rottenburg, 
the  third  battalion  of  the  royals, 
flank  companies  of  the  fourth  re¬ 
giment,  and,  generally,  on  the 
whole  of  the  troops.  J 

“  Ter  Vere  being  in  our  pof- 
feflion,  Lieutenant-General  Fra- 
fer’s  divilion  marched  in  the  even¬ 
ing  upon  Ruttern,  detaching  a 
corps  for  the  reduction  of  Rama- 
kins,  which,  when  effected,  will 
complete  the  inveftment  of  Flufh- 
ing.  I  have  to  regret  the  tern* 
porary  abfence  of  Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  Browne,  who  was  wounded 
late  in  the  day,  but  I  trull  not 
long  to  be  deprived  of  his  fer- 
yices.  I  have  the  honour  to  en» 
clofe  a  return  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  milling.  Deeply  as 
the  fall  of  every  Britifh  foldier  is 
at  all  times  to  be  lamented,  the 
lofs  will  not  appear  to  have  been 
great,  when  the  ferious  impedi¬ 
ments  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy  to  oppofe  to  our  progrefs 
are  conlidered,  as  well  as  the  for¬ 
midable  Hate  of  the  batteries  of 
Flushing,  to  which  the  troops 
were  neceflfarily  expofed,  The 


preflfure  of  circumftances  has  pre¬ 
vented  the  commanding  officer  of 
artillery  from  furnilhing  a  de¬ 
tailed  account  of  the  guns  and 
ordnance-ftores  taken  in  the  feve. 
ral  batteries,  and  fortrefs  of  Ter 
Vere,  but  which  will  be  here¬ 
after  tranfmitted,  with  a  return  of 
the  prifoners  taken  fince  our  land¬ 
ing,  fuppofed  to  amount  to  1000. 
Commodore  Owen's  Tquadron, 
with  Lieutenant-General  .  Mar-? 
quis  of  Huntley’s  divilion,  re¬ 
mains  at  anchor  in  the  Wieling 
Paflage,  and  the  di  vifions  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  the  Earl  of  Rof- 
slyn,  and  Lieutenant-General 
GrolVenor,  are  arrived  at  the 
anchorage  in  the  Vere  Gat.** 

[The  difpatch  concludes  with 
acknowledging  the  ability  with 
which  the  fleet  was  condu&ed 
through  the  pailage  into  the  Vere 
Gat,  and  likewife  the  zealous  ex- 
ertions  of  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
as  well  as  the  feamen  in  dragging 
the  artillery  through  a  heavy 
fand„] 

Chatham.** 
(c  P.  S„  Since  writing  the 
above  letter,  I  have  received  in¬ 
telligence  from  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  J.  Hope,  that  the  referve  of 
the  army  had  effected  their  land¬ 
ing  on  South  Beveland,  and  that 
a  detachment  had  occupied  the 
town  of  Goes/' 

[Articles  of  capitulation  for  the 
furrender  of  the  town  of  Middle^ 
burgh  follow.  They  ftipulate  for 
the  protection  of  the  peaceable 
citizens,  as  well  as  all  private 
property,  on  condition  that  all 
fire-arms  are  given  up,  and  the 
public  property  accounted  for  to 
Britifti  commiffioners  appointed  for 
that  purpofe.  Public  functions® 
ries  and  their  families  are  to  be 
[1  i  4}  permitted 
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permitted  to  retire  to  any  other 
"part  of  Holland.  The  capitula¬ 
tion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Vere  is 
likewife  appended.  .  The  garrifon 
Jurrendered  prifoners  of  war,  pub¬ 
lic  property  is, to  be  delivered  up, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
are  to  be  prote&ed  in  their  privi¬ 
leges.  ]  / 

v7  ( 

e(  Middle  burgh,  Augujl  3. 

(i  My  Lord, 

t{ Since  my  letter  of  yefterday’s 

date,  I  have  received  intelligence 

from  Lieutenant-General  Sir  J. 

Hope,  of  his  having  occupied 

Batz,  and  taken  poffeflion  of  the 

Vhole  ifland  of  South  Beveland. 

1  have  alfo  the  fatisfa&ion  to  ac- 
*  #  /■«?  ’ 
quaint  your  lordfhip,  that,  upon 

the  batteries  being  prepared  to 

open,  the  fortrefs  of  Ramakins 

furrendered  this  evening,  and  .1 

liave  the  honour  to  enclofe  the 

articles  of  capitulation. 

:  _  '  ‘ ,  ((  Chatham.” 

[The  capitulation  of  the  for¬ 
trefs  of  Ramakins  here  follows. 
The  garrifon,  confiding  of  only 
¥27  men,  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war.] 

T  .  ?  1  '  ’  ‘ '  4  i 

ci  Admiralty  Office ,  Aug . 

J) {[patches  brought  by  Lieutenant  J. 

Duncan ,  of  the  Ida  Cutter ,  voere 

received  yeflerday  Evening  from 

Sir  J-,  Strachan , 

((  Venerable ,  off  the  Vere  Gat , 
Augujl  4.- 

**  Sir, 

“  You  have  been  already  ac¬ 
quainted  that  X  had  hoifted  my 
flag  in  the  Amethyft,  and  that  it 
■was  my  intention  to  have  preceded 
the  expedition,  in  company  with 
.‘the  Venerable,  on  board  which 


fhip  Lord  Chatham  had  embark¬ 
ed  ;  but  finding  the  public  fervicc 
might  f after  from  the  commanders- 
in-chief  being  feparated,  I,  there¬ 
fore,  fhifted  to  the  Venerable,  and 
^failed  from  the  Downs  at  daylight 
on  the  28th  ult.  1  have  now  tp 
acquaint  you,  far  their  lordfhips* 
information,  of  my  arrival  on  the 
•evening  of  that  day  in  the  Stone 
Deeps,  with  the  Amethyft  and  fe¬ 
deral  fmaller  veffels,  where  I  was 
joined  by  the  Fifgard,  Captaip 
..-Bolton,  who  had  with  great  judg¬ 
ment  placed  veffels  on- the  various 
ihoals  off  this  coaft.  After  dark, 
Lieutenant  Groves,  of  this  fhip, 
•with  fome  fkilful  pilots  in  Deal 
boats,  were  .difpatched  to  found 
(the  Roompot  channel,  and  to  fta- 
tion  veffels  at  its  entrance.  Early 
.next  morning,  the  29th,  the  di~ 
vifton  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
J.  Hope,  conduced  by  Captain 
JBathurft,  in  the  Salfette,  joined 
me,  as  did  alfo  R.ear~Admiral  Sir 
XX.  Keats  in  the  Superb.  This 
zealous  officer  had  the  command 
of  the  blockading  fquadron  off  the 
.entrance  of  the  Scheldt ;  but,  ol> 
ferving  the  armament  pafs,  he, 
with  his  ufual  promptitude,  left 
that  fquadron  under  the  orders  of 
-JLord  Gardner,  and  refumed  the 
.charge  of  Sir  J.  Hope’s  divilion  : 
J,  therefore,  directed  the  Rear- 
Admiral  to  fhift  his  flag  to  the 
.Salfette,  and  to  proceed  to  the 
Roompot.  The  entrance  to  that 
channel  is  very  narrow  ;  and  as  I 
was  aware  of  Sir  H.  Popham’s 
local  knowledge  of  the  infular  na¬ 
vigation  before  me,  I  intruded  to 
that  officer  the  fervice  of  leading 
Sir  R.  Keats’s  di vifton  in,  and 
.which  he  did  with  great  fkill  in 
the  Sabrina,  Captain  Kit  toe  *  the 
whole  were  anchored  in  fafety  op~ 

poftte  ' 
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tpofi'ie  Zeerickzee,  fituated  be¬ 
tween  the  i-flands  of  Schowen  and 
North  Beveiand.  That  afternoon 
Rear-Admiral  Otway,  with  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  under  Sir 
E.  Coote,  joined  me  in  the  Stone 
Deeps,  but  it  blew  too  frefh  to 
have  any  communication.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  Sir  H.  Pop- 
ham  returned  with  a  letter  from 
Sir  R.  Keats,  acquainting  me  that 
the  divifion  under  his  charge  were 
all  fafely  anchored  ;  and  I  was 
likewife  informed  that  there  was 
fufficient  fpace  in  the  Roompot  to 
contain  all  the  fhips,  to  which  an¬ 
chorage  Sir  H.  Popham  undertook 
to  condudf  them  ;  and  as  it  blew 
frefh,  with  all  the  appearance  of 
an  approaching  gale,  thefquadron 
was  infiantly  got  under  fail,  and 
led  in  by  the  Venerable,  when 
they  all  came-to  in  fafety  off  the 
Vere  Gat.  As  foon  as  the  fhips 
were  fecured,  meafures  were  in- 
ftantly  taken  to  prepare  to  land 
the  army  on  the  ifland  of  .W al- 
cheren.  I  did  not  wait  for  the 
gun-boats  coming  up,  but  ordered 
Thofe  who  happened  to  be  near  the 
Venerable,  together  with  the  mor¬ 
tar-brigs,  to  pufk  in  fhore,  to 
cover  the  landing,  and  to  force  the 
Derhaak  battery.  At  half-pad 
four  the  boats  put  off  under  the 
direction  of  Lord  Amelius  Beau- 
clerc,  of  the  Royal  Oak,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Cockburn  of  the  Belleifle, 
and  the  troops  were  landed  in  ex¬ 
cellent  order,  without  oppofition  ; 
the  firing  from  the  mortar  and 
gun-veffels  having  driven  the  ene¬ 
my  completely  from  the  Derhaak 
battery.  Having  thus  accom- 
plifhed  this  firft  objedi,  I  loft  no 
time  in  directing  the  bombs  and 
gun-veffels  to  proceed  up  the  Vere 
Gat,  off  Camvere  ;  and  having 


given  Sir  H.  Popham,  who  at  the 
requeft  of  Lord  Chatham  had  re¬ 
mained  on  fhore  with  his  lordfhip, 
permiffion  to  employ  them  as  the 
fervice  might  require,  he  the  next 
.morning  began  to  cannonade  Cam¬ 
vere,  which  had  been  fummoned, 
but  held  out.  The  fire  of  the 
gun -boats  was  exceedingly  well 
directed,  and  did  much  damage  to 
the  town.  The  officers  and  crews 
engaged  in  that  fervice  had  a 
great  claim  to  my  admiration  for 
their  condud.  Three  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  were  funk.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  it  blew  frefh  ;  and  as  the 
flrength  of  the  tide  prevented  the 
bombs  from  acting,  I  directed  the 
flotilla  to  fall  back,  preferving  a 
menacing  pofuion.  At  night. 
Captain  Richardfon  of  the  Caspar, 
■who  was  on  the  Dyke  on  fhore, 
jfchrew  feme  rockets  at  the  neared 
battery  of  Camvere,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
town  Pent  out  an  offer  to  furren- 
der.  A  copy  of  the  terms  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  Lieutenant-General 
Frazer,  and  Captain  Richardfon, 
the  fenior  naval  officer  on  the  fpot, 
accompanies  this  letter.  The  ar¬ 
my  under  Sir  J.  Hope  landed  at 
South  Beveiand  on  the  iff  of  this 
month  ;  and  by  a  letter  from  Sir 
R.  Keats,  of  yefterday’s  date,  I 
find  the  whole  of  the  ifland  is  in 
our  poffeffion,  the  enemy’s  fhips 
are  all  above  Lillo,  and  thofe 
mod  advanced,  as  high  up  as  An¬ 
twerp.  We  are  getting  our  flo¬ 
tilla  through  the  Slou  into  the 
welfern  Scheldt,  to  prevent  fuc- 
cours  being  thrown  into  Fiufhing 
by  the  canal  of  Ghent. 

[The  letter  concludes  with  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  particular  fer- 
vices  of  Rear-Admiral  Otway,  Sir 
R.  Keats,  Lord  Beauclerc,  and 

Captain 
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Captain  Cockburn,  and  generally 
all  the  officers  and  Teamen  of  his 
Majelly’s  (hips.] 

({  R.  J.  Strachan.” 

S(  Sabrina ,  off  South  Beweland, 
Auguji  i . 

"Sir, 

s<  I  have  the  fatisfadion  to 
inform  you,  that  Sir  John  Hope 
and  7000  of  his  diviiion  of  the 
army  were  landed  on  South  Beve- 
land  this  afternoon,  fince  which  I 
have  been  informed  by  mefifage 
from  him,  that  he  was  met  on  his 
approach  towards  Goes  by  the 
magiilrates,  into  which  place  he 
is  at  liberty  to  enter  whenever  he 
pleafes.  Three  of  the  enemy’s 
Blips  of  the  line,  and  fix  brigs, 
are  at  anchor  off  the  eaft  end  of 
South  Beveland  y  the  others,  I 
conclude,  have  moved  higher  up 
the  Scheldt,  Three  of  the  four 
Hoops  I  brought  up  with  me 
liruck  in  coming  up.  I  have 
hoifted  my  flag  in  the  Sabrina, 
and  am  not  without  hopes  of 
getting  the  remaining  parts  of  the 
diviiion  on  Ihore,  and  moll  part  of 
the  army  fupplied  to-morrow, 

(i  R.  G.  Keats.” 

The  fubftance  of  this  letter  was 
lent  by  telegraphic  communication 
from  the  Sabrina,  at  live  o’clock. 
The  fix  brigs  are  getting  under  fail 
and  moving  up  the  Scheldt  appa¬ 
rently,  but  the  (hips  of  the  line  are 
flill  fall, 

f(  Sabrina,  off  Wemeldinge ,  Aug,  3, 

f*  Soon  after  I  landed,  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  letter  from  Sir  John 
Hope,  that  Bathz  had  been  evacu¬ 
ated  in  the  night  5  and  as  he  in¬ 
formed  me  the  communication  was 
open  between  Walchcren  and  this 


illand,  and  he  had  fent  to  Lord 
Chatham  an  account  of  the  evacu* 
ation,  I  concluded  you  would  hear 
it  from  hence,  and  went  on  to 
Bathz,  with  a  view  to  make  ob- 
fervations,  and  from  which  I  am 
this  moment  returned. 

(i  R.  G.  Keats.” 

Sir  R ,  Strachan ,  Bart .  &c, 

Downing-ftreet,  Aug.  11. 

Dif patches  from  Sir  Arthur  Wei- 
lejley ,  K«  B* 

t(  Placentia ,  1  §th  July . 

■ (  My  Lord, 

u  After  I  had  written  to  your 
lordlhip  on  the  ill  inll.  jofeph  Bo¬ 
naparte  eroded  the  Tagus  again,  and 
joined  Seballiani  with  the  troops 
he  had  brought  from  Madrid,  and 
with  a  detachment  from  Marlhal 
Vidor’s  corps,  making  the  corps 
of  Seballiani  about  28,000  men, 
with  an  intention  of  attacking 
Venegas’s  corps.  Venegas,  how¬ 
ever,  retired  into  the  mountains  of 
the  Sierra  Morena,  and  Colonel 
Lary  with  his  advanced  guard  at¬ 
tacked  a  French  advanced  corps  in 
the  night,  and  dellroyed  many  of 
them.  The  French  troops  then 
returned  again  to  the  Tagus,  which 
river  Jofeph  had  crolfed  with  the 
reinforcement  which  he  had  taken 
to  Sebaftiani’s  corps ;  and  this  lall 
corps,  confining  of  10, coo  men 
only,  was  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tagus,  about  Madriiejos,  in  front 
of  Venegas,  who  was  again  ad¬ 
vancing.  The  lall  accounts  from 
this  quarter  were  of  the  8  th.  The 
French  army  under  Vidor,  joined 
by  the  detachments  brought  byJo° 
feph  from  Seballiani’s  corps,  and 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
35,000  men,  are  concentrated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Talavera, 
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and  on  the  Alberche ;  General 
Cuefta’s  array  has  been  in  the  po» 
fition  which  I  informed  your  lord- 
Ihip  that  it  had  taken  up,  fince  I 
addrefled  you  on  the  ift  inftant. 
The  advanced  guard  of  the  Britifh 
arrived  on  the  8th,  and  the  troops 
which  were  with  me  on  the  Tagus 
arrived  by  the  10th;  the  23d 
light  dragoons,  and  the  48  th  ar¬ 
rived  yefterday  ;  the  61  ft  regiment 
will  arrive  to. morrow®  I  went  to 
General  Cuefta’s  quarters  at  Al- 
maraz,  on  the  loth,  and  ftayed 
there  till  the  12th,  and  1  have  ar¬ 
ranged  with  that  general  a  plan  of 
operations  upon  the  French  army, 
which  we  are  to  begin  to  carry  in¬ 
to  execution  on  the  1 8th,  if  the 
French  lliould  remain  fo  long  in 
their  polition®  The  Spanifh  army 
under  General  Cuefta  cpniifts  of 
about  38; 000  men  (exclufive  of 
Venega’s  corps),  of  which  7000 
are  cavalry.  About  14,000  men 
are  detached  to  the  bridge  d’Arzo- 
bifpo,  and  the  remainder  are  in  the 
camp  under  the  Puerte  de  Mirabete. 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  feven  battalions 
of  infantry  from  Ireland  and  the 
Iflands,  and  the  troop  of  horfe  ar¬ 
tillery  from  Great  Britain,  arrived 
at  Lifbon  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month.  General  CrauforcPs  bri¬ 
gade  is  on  its  march  to  join  the 
army,  but  will  not  arrive  here  till 
the  24th  or  25th. 

i€  Arthur  Wellesley.5* 


The  following  difpatches  have 
been  received  from  the  Earl  of 
Chatham. 

i(  Head-quarters,  Middle h urghs 
Aug .  7® 

€t  My  Lord, 

u  Nothing  very  material  has 
occurred  fince  my  laft  difpatch  of 


the  3d  inftant.  We  have  been  un¬ 
remittingly  employed  in  bringing 
up  the  artillery  of  fiege,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  ftores,  to  the  vicinity  of 
Flufliing  |  and  the  troops  have 
been  occupied  in  the  conftru&iora 
of  the  batteries,  and  in  carrying 
on  the  feveral  works  before  the 
place,  but  which  have  been  necef- 
farily  interrupted  by  the  very 
heavy  rains  which  have  fallen  here. 
The  enemy  is  active  and  enter- 
prlfing,  and  the  garrifon  has  eer« 
tainly  received  confiderable  rein¬ 
forcements  from  the  oppofite  coaft  ; 

nor  has  it  been  in  the  power  of  the 

* 

flotilla  hitherto  to  prevent  it.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances  it  has  beeo 
found  necefiary  to  land  Lieutenant- 
General  Grofvenor’s  divifion  ;  and 
the  two  light  battalions  of  the 
king's  German  legion  have  been 
alfo  for  the  prefent  brought  on 
ftiore.  Immediately  on  the  fall  of 
Ramakins,  I  determined,  as  foon 
as  the  neceifary  arrangements  were 
made,  to  pafs  the  infantry  of  Lieu, 
tenant. General  the  Earl  of  Rofs- 
lyn’s  corps,  together  with  the 
Marquis  of  Huntley’s  divifion,  and 
the  light  brigades  of  artillery,  in¬ 
to  South  Beveland,  to  form  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  referve  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  John  Hope  5 
and  that  the  cavalry  and  ordnance 
fhips,  together  with  the  tranfporti 
for  Lieutenant-General  Grofve- 
nor’s  divifion,  the  moment  their 
fervices  could  be  fpared  from  be¬ 
fore  Flufliing,  fhould  be  brought 
through  the  Slou  Palfage,  and 
proceed  up  the  Weft  Scheldt  ;  but 
of  courfe  this  latter  operation  can- 
not  take  place  until  a  fuflicient  na¬ 
val  force  (hall  have  been  enabled 
to  enter  the  river,  and  to  proceed 
in  advance  5  but  the  very  fevere 
blowing  weather  we  have  con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  experienced,  added  to  the 
difficulty  of  the  navigation,  has 
hitherto  baffled  all  their  efforts. 
By  letters  from  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  John  Hope,  I  find  that  the 
enemy  had,  on  the  yth  ind.  come 
down  with  about  twenty-eight 
gun-veffels  before  Batbz,  on  which 
place  they  kept  up  a  fmart  can¬ 
nonade  for  fome  hours,  but  were 
forced  to  retire  by  the  guns  from 
the  fort  ;  and  every  thing  has  fmee 
remained  quiet  in  that  quarter. 

“  Chatham.”* 

**  Middleburgh ,  Aug,  8. 
«  My  Lord, 

41  Since  doling  my  difpatch 
■of  yederday’s  date,  the  enemy, 
towards  five  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  in  confiderable  force,  made  a 
vigorous  fortie  upon  the  right  of 
our  line  occupied  by  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Graham's  divilion.  The  attack 
was  principally  directed  upon  out 
advanced  piquets,  which  were  fup- 
ported  by  the  3d  battalion  of  the 
royals,  the  5th  and  35th  regiments 
tinder  Colonel  Hay.  Thefe  corps, 
together  with  detachments  of  the 
royal  artillery,  the  95th,  and 
light  battalions  of  the  king’s  Ger¬ 
man  legion,  received  the  enemy 
with  their  accultomed  intrepidity  ; 
and,  after  a  (harp  con  ted  of  fome 
duration,  forced  him  to  retire  with 
very  confiderable  lofs  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners.  In  this 
affair  the  enemy  has  had  another 
opportunity  of  witneffing  the  fupe- 
rior  gallantry  of  Britifh  troops ; 
in'no  indance  has  he  fucceeded  in 
making  the  lead  impreffion 
throughout  our  line  ;  and  on  this 
occalion,  fo  far  from  profiting  by 
his  attempt,  he  has  been  obliged 
to  relinquifh  foine  very  advantage¬ 
ous  ground,  where  our  advanced 


pods  are  now  edabliflied.  I  can. 
not  too  drongly  exprefs  my  fenfe 
of  the  unremitting  vigilance  and 
ability  manifeded  by  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Graham,  in  fecuring  and 
maintaining  his  pod  againd  the  re¬ 
peated  attempts  of  the  enemy  to 
diflodge  him  ;  and  I  have  great 
fatisfadlion  in  acquainting  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  major-general 
mentions,  in  terms  of  the  warmed 
approbation,  the  didinguifhed  con- 
dud  and  gallantry  of  the  officers 
and  troops  engaged  on  this  occa¬ 
sion.  “Chatham.” 

[Here  follows  an  abdrad  return 
of  ordnance,  ammunition,  and 
dores,  taken  from  the  enemy.] 


Downing-ftreet,  Aug.  15. 

The  following  D  if  patches  were  this 
day  received  from  Sir  Arthur 
Wellejley . 

4  ( T a  lav  era  de  la  Reyna ,  July  29. 

“  My  Lord, 

“  General  Cueda  followed  the 
enemy’s  march  with  his  army  from 
the  Alberche  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th,  as  far  as  Santa  Olalla, 
and  pufhed  forward  his  advanced 
guard  as  far  as  Torrijos.  For  the 
reafons  dated  to  jour  lordfhip  in 
my  difpatch  of  the  24th,  I  moved 
only  two  divifions  of  infantry  and 
a  brigade  of  cavalry  acrofs  the  AL 
berche  to  Caffalegos,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General 
Sherbrooke,  with  a  view  to  keep 
up  the  communication  between 
General  Cueda  and  me,  and  with 
Sir  R.  Wilfon’s  corps  at  Efcalona. 
It  appears  that  General  Venegas 
had  not  carried  into  execution  that 
part  of  the  plan  of  operations  which 
related  to  his  corps,  and  that  he 
was  dill  at  Damiel,  in  La  Man¬ 
cha  ;  and  the  enemy,  in  the  courfe 

of 
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of  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th,  col- 
leded  all  his  forces  in  this  part  of 
Spain,  between  Torrijos  and  To¬ 
ledo,  leaving  but  a  fmall  corps  of 
2000  men  in  that  place.  His  united 
army  thus  confifted  of  the  corps  of 
Marfhal  Vidor,  of  that  of  General 
Sebartiani,  and  of  7  or  8coo  men, 
the  guards  of  Jofeph  Bonaparte, 
and  the  garrifon  of  Madrid  ;  and 
rt  was  commanded  by  Jofeph  Bo¬ 
naparte,  aided  by  Marfhals  Jour- 
dan  and  Vidor,  and  General  Se- 
Baftiani.  On  the  26th,  General 

Cuefta’s  advanced  guard  was  at¬ 

tacked  near  Torrijos,  and  obliged 
to  fallback,  and  the  general  retired 
with  his  army  on  that  day  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  Alberche,  General 
Sherbrooke  continuing:  at  Caffaie- 
gos,  and  the  enemy  at  Santa  Olalla*. 
It  was  then  obvious,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  intended  to  try  the  refult  of  a 
general  adion,  for  which  the  bell 
pofition  appeared  to  be  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  Talavera  ;  and 

General  Cuefta  having  confented  to 
take  up  this  polition  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  27th,  I  ordered  General 
Sherbrooke  to  retire  with  his  corps 
to  its  ftation  in  the  line,  leaving 
General  M‘Kenzie  with  a  divifion 
of  infantry  and  a  brigade  of  ca¬ 
valry,  as  an  advanced  poll  in  the 
wood,  on  the  right  of  Alberche, 
which  covered  our  left  flank.  The 
pofition  taken  up  by  the  troops  at 
Talavera  extended  rather  more 
than  two  miles  ;  the  ground  was 
open  upon  the  left,  where  the  Bri- 
tifh  army  was  flationed,  and  it  was 
commanded  by  a  height,  on  which 
was,  in  echelon  and  in  fecond  line, 
a  divifion  of  infantry,  under  the 
orders  of  Major-General  Hill. 
There  was  a  valley  between  this 
height,  and  a  range  of  mountains 
ilil!  further  upon  the  left,  which 


valley  was  not  at  firft  occupied,  as 
it  was  commanded  by  the  height 

J  O 

before  mentioned  :  and  the  ranpe 

*  O' 

of  mountains  appeared  too  diftant 
to  have  any  influence  upon  the 
expedled  aftion.  The  right,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Spanifh  troops,  extended 
immediately  in  front  of  the  town 
of  Talavera,-  down  to  the  Tagus. 
This  part  of  the  ground  was  co¬ 
vered  by  olive  trees,  and  much 
interfered  by  banks  and  ditches. 
The  high  road  leading  from  the 
bridge  over  the  Alberche  was  de- 

o 

fended  by  a  heavy  battery  in  front 
of  a  church,  which  was  occupied 
by  Spanifh  infantry.  All  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  town  were  defended  in 
a  fimilar  manner ;  the  town  was 
occupied,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Spanifh  infantry  was  formed  in  two 
lines  behind  the  banks,  on  the 
roads  leading  from  the  town  and 
the  right,  to  the  left  of  our  pofi¬ 
tion.  In  the  centre,  between  the 
two  armies,,  there  was  a  command¬ 
ing  fpot  of  ground,  on  which  we 
had  begun  to  conftruft  a  redoubt, 
wiih  fome  open  ground  in  its  rear. 
Brigadier-General  A.  Campbell 
was  ported  at  this  fpot  wiih  a  di¬ 
vifion  of  infantry,  fupported  in  his 
rear  by  General  Cotton’s  brigade 
ol  dragoons  and  fome  Spanifh  ca¬ 
valry.  At  about  two,  on  the 
27th,  the  enemy  appeared  in 
ftrength  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Alberche,  and  manifefted  an  in¬ 
tention  to  attack  General  Mack¬ 
enzie’s  divifion.  The  attack  was 
made  before  they  could  be  with¬ 
drawn  ;  but  the  troops,  confifting 
of  General  Mackenzie’s  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Donkin’s  brigades,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Anfon’s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
and  fupported  by  General  Payne, 
with  the  other  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  in  the  plain  between  Ta¬ 
lavera 
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I&vera  and  the  wood,  withdrew  in 
good  order,  but  with  Tome  lofs, 
particularly  by  the  2d  battalion 
87th  regiment,  and  2d  battalion 
31ft  regiment,  in  the  wood.  Upon 
this  occaflon,  the  deadinefs  and 
difcipline  of  the  45th  regiment, 
and  the  5th  battalion,  60th  regi¬ 
ment,  were  confpicuous  ;  and  I 
had  particular  reafon  for  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
Major-General  Mackenzie  with¬ 
drew  his  advanced  guard.  As  the 
day  advanced,  the  enemy  appeared 
in  large  numbers  on  the  right  of 
the  Alberche,  and  it  was  obvious 
that  he  was  advancing  to  a  general 
attack  on  the  combined  army. 
General  Mackenzie  continued  to 
fall  back  gradually  upon  the  left 
of  the  polltion  of  the  combined 
armies,  where  he  was  placed  in 
the  fecond  line,  in  the  rear  of  the 
guards  ;  Colonel  Donkin  being 
placed  in  the  fame  fituation  further 
upon  the  left,  in  the  rear  of  the 
king’s  German  legion.  The  enemy 
immediately  commenced  his  attack 
in  the  duik  of  the  evening,  by  a 
cannonade  upon  the  left  of  our 
pofition,  and  by  an  attempt,  with 
his  cavalry,  to  overthrow  the  Spa- 
nidi  infantry,  polled,  as  I  have 
before  dated,  on  the  right :  this 
attempt  failed  entirely.  Early  in 
the  night  he  pufhed  a  divifion 
along  the  valley,  on  the  left  of 
the  height  occupied  by  General 
Hill,  of  which  he  gained  a  mo¬ 
mentary  poffeffion  ;  but  Major- 
General  Hill  attacked  it  inftantly 
with  the  bayonet,  and  regained  it. 
This  attack  was  repeated  in  the 
night,  but  failed,  and  again  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  by  two  dividons  of  infantry, 
and  was  repulfed  by  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Hill,  Major-General  Hill  has 


reported  to  me  in  3  particular 
manner  the  conduft  of  the  29th 
regiment,  and  of  the  id  battalion 
48th  regiment,  in  thefe  different 
adairs,  as  well  as  that  of  Major* 
General  Tilfon,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Richard  Stewart.  We 
have  lod  many  brave  officers  and 
foldiers  in  the  defence  of  this  im¬ 
portant  point  in  our  pofition  j 
among  others  I  cannot  avoid  to 
mention  Brigadier-Major  For-. 
dyce,  and  Brigadier- Major  Gard¬ 
ner  5  and  Major-General  Hill  was 
himfelf  ivounded,  but,  I  am  happy 
to  fay,  but  dightly.  The  defeat 
of  this  attempt  was  followed, 
about  noon,  by  a  general  attack 
with  the  enemy’s  whole  force  upon 
the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  po* 
ixtion  occupied  by  the  Britifh  ar¬ 
my.  In  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
peated  attempts  upon  the  height 
on  our  left  by  the  valley,  I  had 
placed  two  brigades  of  Britifh  ca* 
valry  in  that  valley,  fupported  in 
the  rear  by  the  Due  d’ Albuquer¬ 
que’s  divifion  of  Spanifh  cavalry. 
The  enemy  then  placed  light  in¬ 
fantry  in  the  range  of  mountains 
on  the  left  of  the  valley, 
which  were  oppofed  by  a  dividon 
of  Spanifh  infantry  under  Lieute. 
tenant-General  De  Baffecourt.  The 
general  attack  began  by  the  march 
of  feveral  columns  of  infantry  into 
the  valley,  with  a  view  to  attack 
the  height  occupied  by  Major- 
General  Hill.  Thefe  columns  were 
immediately  charged  by  the  id 
German  light  dragoons,  and  23d 
dragoons,  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Anfon,  direded  by  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Payne,  and  fupported 
by  General  Fane’s  brigade  of  heavy 
cavalry;  and  although  the  23d 
dragoons  differed  condderable  lofs, 
the  charge  had  the  effed  of  pre¬ 
venting 
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venting  the  execution  of  that  part 
of  the  enemy's  plan.  At  the  fame 
time  he  directed  an  attack  upon 
Brigadier-General  Alex.  Camp-  ■ 
bell’s  pofition,  in  the  centre  of  the 
combined  armies,  and  on  the  right 
of  the  Britilh.  This  attack  was 
mod:  fuccefsfully  repuifed  by  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Campbell,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  king’s  regiment  of  Spa- 
nifli  cavalry  and  two  battalions  of 
Spanifh  infantry  ;  and  Brigadier- 
General  Campbell  took  the  ene¬ 
my’s  cannon.  The  brigadier-ge¬ 
neral  mentions  particularly  the 
condudt  of  the  97th,  the  2d  bat¬ 
talion  7th,  and  of  the  2d  battalion 
53d  regiments ;  and  I  was  highly 
Satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
this  part  of  the  pofition  was  de¬ 
fended.  An  attack  was  alfo  made 
at  the  fame  time  upon  Lieutenant- 
General  Sherbrooke’s  divifion, 
which  was  on  the  left  and  centre 
of  the  firft  line  of  the  Britifli  army. 
This  attack  was  mo  ft  gallantly 
repuifed  by  a  charge  with  bayo¬ 
nets,  by  the  whole  divifion  ;  but 
the  brigade  of  guards,  which  were 
on  the  right,  having  advanced  too 
far,  they  were  expofed  on  their 
left  flank  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
battery,  and  of  their  retiring  co¬ 
lumns  ;  and  the  divifion  was 
obliged  to  retire  towards  the  ori¬ 
ginal  pofition,  under  cover  of  the 
fecond  line  of  General  Cotton’s 
brigade  of  cavalry,  which  I  had 
moved  from  the  centre,  and  of  the 
1  ft  battalion  48th  regiment.  I 
had  moved  this  regiment  from  its 
original  pofition  on  the  heights, 
as  foon  as  I  obferved  the  advance 
of  the  guards ;  and  it  was  formed 
in  the  plain,  and  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  and  covered  the  for¬ 
mation  of  Lieutenant-General 
Sherbrooke’s  divifion.  Shortly  af¬ 


ter  the  repulfe  of  this  general  at¬ 
tack,  in  which  apparently  all  the 
enemy’s  troops  were  employed,  ho 
commenced  his  retreat  acrofs  the 
Alberche,  which  was  conducted  in 
the  raoft  regular  order,  and  was 
effefted  during  the  night,  leaving 
in  our  hands  twenty  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  ammunition,  tumbrils,  and 
fome  prifoners.  Your  lordfliip 
will  obierve,  by  the  inclofed  re=> 
turn,  the  great  lofs  which  we  have 
fuftained  of  valuable  officers  and 
foidiers  in  this  long  and  hard'® 
fought  action,  with  more  than 
double  our  number  :  that  of  the 
enemy  has  been  much  greater.  I 
am  informed  that  entire  brigades 
of  infantry  have  been  defiroyed  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  battalions  that 
retreated  were  much  reduced  in 
numbers.  By  all  accounts  their 
lofs  is  10,000  men.  Generals  La- 
pi  fife  and  Morlot  are  killed  ;  Ge** 
nerals  Sebaftiani  and  Boulet  wound¬ 
ed.  I  have  particularly  to  lament 
the  lofs  of  Major-General  Mack¬ 
enzie,  who  had  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf  on  the  27  th,  and  of  Brigadier- 
General  Langworth,  of  the  king’s 
German  legion,  and  of  Brigadier- 
Major  Becker,  of  the  guards. 
Your  lordfhip  will,  obferve,  that 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy  were 
principally,  if  not  entirely,  di« 
redied  againfi  the  Britifli  troops. 
The  Spanifli  commander  in  chief, 
his  officers,  and  troops,  manifefted 
every  difpofition  to  render  us  affift- 
ance,  and  thofe  of  them  which 
were  engaged  did  their  duty  ;  but 
the  ground  which  they  occupied 
was  fo  important,  and  its  front  at 
the  fame  time  fo  difficult,  that  I 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  urge 
them  to  make  any  movement  ora 
the  left  of  the  enemy,  while  he 
was  engaged  with  us.  I  have  rea¬ 
son 
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fon  to  be  fat  i  sided  with  the  con¬ 
duct  of  all  the  officers  and  troops. 

I  am  much  indebted  ro  Lieutenant- 
General  Sherbrooke  for  the  affift- 
ance  I  received  from  him,  and  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  led  on  his 
divifion  to  the  charge  with 
bayonets.  To  Lieutenant-General 
Payne  and  the  cavalry,  particu¬ 
larly  General  Anfon’s  brigade  ;  to 
Major-Generals  Hill  and  'iilfon, 
Brigadier-Generals  A.  Campbell, 
R.  Stewart  and  Cameron,  and  to 
the  divifions  and  brigades  ot  in¬ 
fantry  under  their  commands  re- 
fpeHively,  particularly  the  29th 
regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
White;  the  ift  battalion  4,8  th,  by 
Colonel  Donnellan,  afterwards, 
when  that  officer  was  wounded,  by 
Major  Middlemore ;  the  2d  bat¬ 
talion  yth,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir  W.  Myers ;  the  2d  battalion 
53d,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bing¬ 
ham  ;  the  97th,  by  Colonel  Lyon  ; 
the  ift  battalion  of  detachments, 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bunbury  ; 
and  the  2d  battalion  31ft,  by  Ma¬ 
jor  Watfon  ;  and  of  the  45th,  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard ;  and 
5th  battalion  60th,  commanded  by 
Major  Davy  on  the  27th.  The 
advance  of  the  brigade  of  guards 
was  moft  gallantly  conduced  by 
Brigadier-General  Campbell  ;  and, 
when  neecffiary,  that  brigade  re¬ 
tired,  and  formed  again  in  the  beft 
order.  The  artillery,  under  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Howorth,  was  alfo 
throughout  thefedaysof  the  great- 
eft  fervice  ;  and  I  have  every  rea- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  affift- 
ance  I  received  from  the  chief  en¬ 
gineer,  Lieutenant-Col.  Fletcher, 
the  adjutant-general,  brigadier- 
general,  the  Hon.  C.  Stewart,  and 
the  quarter.mafter-general,  Colo¬ 
nel  Murray,  and  the  officers  of 


thofe  departments  refpedBvely,  2nd 
from  Colonel  Bathurft  and  the  of* 
ftcers  of  my  perfonal  ftaff,  I  alfo 
received  much  affiftance  from  Co¬ 
lonel  0‘ Lawler,  of  the  Sp.inifn 
fervice,  and  from  Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  Whittingham,  who  was  wound¬ 
ed  when  bringing  up  the  two  Spa- 
nifh  battalions  to  the  affiftance  of 
Brigadier-General  A.  Campbell.  I 
fend  this  by  Captain  Lord  Fitzroy 
Somerfer,  who  will  give  your 
lordlhip  any  further  information, 
and  whom  I  beg  to  recommend. 

iS  A.  Wellesley." 


From  Sir  A .  Wellesley ,  Talacvera3 
Aug,  1. 

S(  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  ad¬ 
drefling  you  on  the  29th  July,  the 
enemy  have  continued  to  keep  a 
rear-guard  of  about  10,000  men  on 
the  heights  to  the  left  of  the  Al- 
berche.  The  extreme  fatigue  of  the 
troops,  the  want  of  provifions,  and 
the  numbers  of  wounded  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  care  of,  have  prevented  me 
from  moving  from  this  pofltion. 
Brigadier-General  Crauford  ar- 
rived  with  his  brigade  on  the  29th 
in  the  morning,  having  marched 
twelve  Sparbfh  leagues  in  little 
more  than  twenty-four  hours." 

From  Sir  A .  Wellejley ,  Tala<veraf 
Aug.  1. 

u  When  I  addreflfed  you  this 
morning,  I  had  not  received  the 
report  from  our  out-pofts.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  lhe  enemy  withdrew  the 
rear-guard,  which  was  polled  on 
the  heights  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
Alberche,  laft  night  at  11  o’clock, 
and  the  whole  army  marched  to¬ 
wards  Santa  Olalla ;  I  conclude, 
with  an  intention  of  taking  up  a 
pofltion  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Guadarama.’* 

Official 
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Official  Account ,  by  General  Cueffir,  took  up  a  pofition  in  the  olive 
of  the  Battle  of  Talavera ,  to  the  grounds,  between  that  town  and 
Secretary  of  War.  Dated  Seville >  the  river  Aiberche. 

■Sep,  7.  <{  The  JBritifh  army  on  the  night 

of  the  21ft,  marched  from  Oropefa, 
u  M°ft  excellent  Sir,  and  on  foe  following  morning, 

(i  I  removed  my  head  quarters  united  with  us,  and  while  the  van- 
®n  the  21ft  current,  to  Velada,  guard  attacked  and  repulfed  the 
according  to  what  1  mentioned  in  enemy,  the  Englilh  alfo  filed  off 
my  former  difpatch  of  the  fame  by  Talavera,  to  take  up  a  pofition 
night®  This  communication  was  on  our  left,  according  to  the  plan 
made  after  I  had  feen,  at  Oropefa,  agreed.  It  was,  moft  excellent 
in  the  evening  of  that  day,  the  fir,  a  magnificent  exhibition,  when 
gallant  and  illuftrious  army  of  the  we  faw  the  combined  armies  in  a 
Englilh.  Their  forces  having  all  plain  of  two  leagues  extent,  ad- 
reunited  in  that  town,  I  ordered  vancing  upon  the  enemy,  and  moft 
my  vanguard  to  be  placed  before  brilliant  and  gratifying  was  the 
Velada,  concluding  that  the  firing  admirable  order,  firmnefs  and  gal- 
I  then  difcovered,  was  a  Ikirmilh-  lantry,  with  which  this  movement 
ing  of  our  parties  with  an  advanced  was  performed  by  our  allies.  The 
body  of  the  enemy,  ftationed  at  whole  evening  of  the  2 2d  we  were 
that  time  in  the  diftridl  of  Gamo-  reconnoitring  the  camp  of  the 
nal,  two  leagues  diftant  from  Tala-  enemy,  when  we  took  fome  pri- 
yera,  and  which  in  the  fequel  was  foners  between  the  wood  and  the 
routed  and  purfued  to  Cafar.  At  olive  grounds,  who  could  not  reach 
break  of  day,  on  the  2  2d,  my  their  vanguard,  which  had  been 
army  being  affembled  in  the  ex-  obliged  to  retreat  in  confequence 
tenfive  plain  between  Velada  and  of  an  intrepid  charge  by  our 
Talavera,  I  directed  that  the  van-  cavalry. 

guard,  under  the  intrepid  chief,  t(  During  the  whole  of  the  23d, 
Brigadier-General  Don  Jofef  de  nothing  deferving  notice  happened. 
Zayas,  fhould  charge  the  enemy,  It  was  employed  in  examining  the 
who  had  been  reinforced  with  the  pofition  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
divifion  of  cavalry  of  General  La-  again  concentrated  his  forces  in  the 
tour  Maubourg,  and  I  dire&ed  that  diftri«ft  of  Cafalegas,  and  on  the 
the  divifions  of  infantry  and  caval-  adjacent  heights,  preferving  his 
ry  fhould  march  in  clofe  order,  that  vanguard  fupported  by  fome  pieces 
thus  advancing  towards  Talavera,  of  artillery  on  the  bridge  and  fhores 
they  might  refill  the  attack,  if  the  of  the  river  Aiberche,  and  which 
Trench  Ihould  endeavour  to  force  fired  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
the  entrance  to  this  place,  as  they  on  our  Ikirmifiaing  parties, 
feemed  to  have  determined.  The  “  I  had  agreed  with  the  general 
difpatch  of  Zayas,  No.  1.  fent  by  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  majefty’s 
this  opportunity,  will  give  you  a  army.  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley,  as  to 
perfedl  knowledge  of  what  occurred  the  attack  on  the  bridge  and  fhores 
on  that  morning.  of  the  river  before  day  break  on  the 

“  The  whole  army  followed  the  24th,  and  to  this  purpofe,  I  font 
vanguard,  palling  by  Talavera,  amd  onward  the  fifth  divifion  of  infan- 

Vox..  LI.  or  Vox..  IX.  Nhw  Series*  [XT]  try. 


514] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809- 


try,  under  Marihal  de  Camp  D. 
Luis  de  Bafiecourt,  in  the  evening 
of  the  23d,  in  order,  that  after 
having  eroded  at  the  ford  of  Car- 
diel,  three  leagues  from  Talavera, 
they  might  march  by  the  contigu¬ 
ous  heights,  fo  as  by  break  of  day 
on  the  24th,  to  fall  on  the  rear¬ 
guard  and  right  flank  of  the  army 
of  the  enemy  at  Cafalegas.  At  the 
fame  hour  I  propofed  to  attack  in 
perfon  on  the  left  flank,  and  a  part 
of  his  front,  while  the  Englilh 
army  aflailed  the  whole  of  his  right. 
The  flight  of  the  enemy  during  the 
night  of  the  23d  difconcerted  this 
plan,  and  when  at  dawn  of  the 
24th,  we  faw  the  French  camp 
abandoned,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
follow  them  with  my  army  alone 
(as  the  Britifli  army  remained  in 
Caflilenas  and  the  fhores  of  the 
Alberche}  with  the  hope  of  reach¬ 
ing  his  rear  guard,  or  fome  portion 
of  it.  The  news  which  I  acquired 
of  his  route,  apprifed  me  that  he 
had  proceeded  in  two  columns  by 
Santa  Olalla,  and  Cebolla,  and  in 
confequence,  I  divided  my  army 
fo  as  to  follow  him  in  both  di¬ 
rections.  —  Notwithstanding  the 
forced  march  of  my  army,  who 
made  their  day’s  progrefs  without 
fatigue,  we  could  not  accomplifli 
our  objeCt,  as  the  enemy  had  early 
commenced  his  retreat,  and  had 
proceeded  with  great  rapidity.  On 
the  24th,  having  polled  myfelf  in 
Santa  Olalla,  I  ordered  the  troops 
which  had  taken  the  road  of  Ce¬ 
bolla  to  join  me,  with  the  exception 
of  the  fifth  corps,  which  I  left 
there  to  watch  the  diflridl,  placing 
the  vanguard  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Aicabon,  from  whence 
the  piquets  of  the  enemy  were 
diflodged,  and  purfued  to  Torrijos, 
where  a  conftderable  part  of  the 


army  of  the  enemy  was  ftationed. 

te  The  whole  of  the  23  th  was 
engaged  in  giving  repofe  to  the 
troops  and  in  apportioning  the 
rations,  which  were  extremely 
deficient.— Parties  of  the  French, 
during  the  day,  were  employed 
either  in  endeavouring  to  diflodge 
us  from  our  poll,  or  to  reconnoitre 
our  fituation,  but  in  both  attempts 
they  were  difappointed  by  the 
valour  of  the  officers  commanding 
the  Ikirmilhing  parties,  who  at¬ 
tacked  them  on  all  lides,  and  pre¬ 
vented  their  approach.  At  nine 
o’clock  at  night,  of  the  fame  day, 
I  had  information  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing  upon  Torrijos,  and 
that  his  whole  army  was  in  move¬ 
ment,  but  my  advices  did  not 
inltruft.  me  to  which  point  the 
greater  part  was  proceeding.  On 
hearing  this,  I  apprifed  the  gene¬ 
rals  and  difpatched  an  officer  to 
general  Wellefiey.  In  confequence 
of  his  determination  and  direction, 
and  on  finding  my  vanguard 
powerfully  attacked  on  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  by  a 
very  fuperior  force,  and  the  enemy 
indicating  a  defign  of  making  a 
general  attack,  I  refolved  to  make 
a  retrograde  movement  upon  the 
Alberche,  to  reunite  with  the 
Englilh,  which  I  effected  on  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day.  The  dif- 
patches  of  Brigadier-General  Don 
Jofef  de  Zayas,  and  of  Lieutenant- 
General  the  Duke  of  Albu¬ 
querque,  No.  2  and  3,  explain  the 
particulars  of  the  action  on  the 
morning  of  that  day,  and  in  which 
the  corps  there  mentioned  acquir¬ 
ed  great  credit  for  their  firmnefs, 
valour,  &c. 

u  Thus  the  evening  of  the  26th 
concluded  ;  and  after  having  con¬ 
ferred  with  General  Wellefiey  that 

night 


4 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  [515 


night  on  our  lituation,  I  refolved 
to  repafs  the  Alberche  on  the 
morning  of  the  following  day, 
when  we  agreed  that  the  right 
line  ftiould  be  taken  by  the  Spanilh, 
and  the  left  by  the  Englilh.  army. 
The  Englifh  vanguard  remained 
during  that  night  in  Cafalegas, 
and  on  the  heights  near  It,  under 
Lieutenant-General  Sherbrooke, 
with  orders  to  retire  to  the  oppo- 
iite  lide  of  the  river,  which  were 
obeyed  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th. 

((  I  muft  now  obferve,  that  at 
dawn  on  the  24th,  Marfhal  Vidlor 
had  withdrawn  from  the  pod;  he 
occupied  on  the  Ihores  of  the  Al¬ 
berche,  in  order  to  avoid  the  at¬ 
tack  meditated  on  that  day  by  the 
allied  armies ;  and  he  afterwards 
united  himfelf,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Toledo,  with  the  forces 
under  General  Sebaftiani,  and  with 
8,000  men,  compofing  the  guard 
of  the  royal  impoftor,  who  took 
the  command  of  the  whole,  thus 
congregated,  affifted  by  Marfhals 
Jourdan  and  Victor,  and  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Sebaftiani. 

It  now  appeared  that  the 
enemy  wilhed  to  bring  on  a  gene¬ 
ral  action,  by  the  frequent  approach 
of  his  advanced  guard,  and  by  the 
occupation  of  Santa  Olalla  by  the 
whole  of  his  army  on  the  evening 
of  the  26th.  His  out  polls  then 
approached  the  allied  army.  Thus 
circumftanced,  at  break  of  day  on 
the  27th,  the  pofition  agreed  upon 
was  taken  ;  and  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
Jelley  ordered  General  Mackenzie, 
with  a  divifion  of  Englifh  infantry, 
and  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  olive  plantation  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  Alberche, 
where  this  party,  compofing  the 
vanguard,  might  cover  the  right 
Sank  of  the  Britifh  army. 


iC  The  whole  combined  army 
occupied  an  extent  of  ground  of 
above  three  miles ;  the  right  to¬ 
wards  the  Tagus,  was  covered  by 
our  native  troops,  reaching  to  the 
front  of  Talavera.  The  ground  on 
the  left  was  occupied  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  army,  open  to  and  commanded 
by  an  elevation,  where  was  as- 
fembled  in  a  second  line,  a  divifion 
of  Englilh  infantry,  under  the  or¬ 
ders  of  General  Hill. —  Between 
this  height  and  a  chain  of  moun¬ 
tains  at  fome  diflance,  there  is  an 
inclofure,  which,  in  the  firft  in- 
flance,  General  Wellefiey  did  not 
order  to  be  defended,  becaufeit  was 
commanded  by  the  height,  and  be- 
caufe  it  was  confidered  too  diftant  to 
be  ufeful  in  the  approaching  bactle. 
The  whole  of  the  ground,  on 
which  the  Spanifh  army  was  drawn 
up,  was  covered  with  olive  plan¬ 
tations  interfered  by  fmuolities, 
inequalities  and  cottages.  The 
great  road  towards  the  bridge  of 
Alberche  was  defended  by  a  Huong 
battery,  ferVed  by  our  infantry, 
in  front  of  the  hermitage  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Prado.  The  other 
avenues  of  the  diftridl  were  de¬ 
fended  in  a  fimilar  manner.  Tala¬ 
vera  was  protedled  by  an  appointed 
garrifon,  and  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh. 
infantry,  forming  two  lines,  was 
placed  behind  a  village  which  is 
at  the  extremity  of  the  diftridi, 
and  formed  a  line  in  continuation 
of  the  pofition  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  army.  In  the  centre,  and 
between  the  two  armies,  there  was 
a  riling  ground,  where  the  Englilh 
had  begun  to  conftrudl  a  ftrong 
redoubt,  having  in  their  rear  a 
fmall  plain.  At  this  point  was 
llationed  the  Englifh  general 
Campbell,  who  commanded  adivi- 
fmn  of  infantry  ,  fupported  by  the 
brigade  of  dragoons  of  General 
\Kk  2]  Cotton, 
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Cotton,  and  by  fome  fquadrons  of 
our  cavalry. 

“  Our  combined  army  being 
thus  arranged,  the  enemy  prefen  ted 
himfelf  in  confiderable  iorce  to  our 
view,  manifefting,  at  firll,  an  in¬ 
tention  to  attack  the  divifion  of  the 
vanguard  under  General  Macken¬ 
zie.  In  point  of  fad,  lie  fulfilled 
this  defign  before  that  officer  was 
enabled  to  retire  to  his  proper  po¬ 
ll  tion,  but  thefe  gallant  and  dif- 
ciplined  troops,  which  compofed 
the  brigade  of  General  Mackenzie, 

o  ... 

of  Colonel  Donkin,  the  brigade 
of  cavalry  of  General  Anfon,  and 
their  corps,  fupported  by  General 
Payne,  with  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  polled  in  the  plain  and 
olive  grounds  of  Talavera,  retired 
in  moll  admirable  order,  but  not 
without  fome  lofs  in  the  olive 
grounds,  particularly  two  of  the 
corps  of  this  divifion.  The  regu¬ 
larity,  lleadinefs,  and  fortitude  of 
all  thefe  troops,  as  well  as  the  mili¬ 
tary  talents  of  General  Macken¬ 
zie,  were  confpicuous  in  every 
movement,  and  this  officer  is  de¬ 
serving  of  the  highell  praife  and 
admiration  for  the  coolnefs  and 
ferenity  with  which  he  withdrew 
this  divifion  to  the  left  of  the 
Eritilh  army.  The  number  of  the 
enemy  increafed  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Alberche  as  the  day  advan¬ 
ced,  and  every  thing  indicated  his 
determination  to  give  battle  to  the 
combined  forces.  As  dufk  ap¬ 
proached,  he  commenced  a  furious 
attack  by  a  cannonade,  and  a  charge 
by  the  whole  of  his  cavalry,  on  the 
right  occupied  by  the  Spanilh  in¬ 
fantry,  with  the  apparent  defign 
of  breaking  through  our  ranks, 
polled  as  1  have  before  defcribed. 
This  attack  was  received  by  an 
aftive  fire,  perfe&ly  well  fullained, 


both  of  cannon  arid  mulketry, 
which  difconcerted  the  purpofe  of 
the  enemy  and  put  him  to  flight  at 
a  quarter  pall  eight. —  During  this 
time,  a  llrong  divifion  of  the 
French  advanced  by  the  valley  to 
the  left  of  the  height  occupied  by 
the  Englilh  general  Hill,  of  which 
with  very  great  lofs,  they  obtained 
a  momentary  pofleffion,  but  Hill 
returned  to  the  charge  prefently 
with  the  bayonet,  drove  off  the 
enemy,  and  recovered  his  ground. 
In  the  night  the  French  repeated 
their  attack,  but  without  fucceed- 
ing,  and  with  great  lofs.  At 
break  of  day,  on  the  28th,  they 
returned  with  two  divifions  of  in¬ 
fantry,  but  they  were  repulfed  by 
the  brave  Hill,  who  could  not  be 
intimidated  by  their  repeated 
attempts,  or  by  the  progrefiive 
accumulation  of  the  forces  of  the 
affailants. 

u  General  Wellelley,  in  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  renewed  exertions 
of  the  enemy  by  the  valley,  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  height,  ordered 
thither  two  brigades  of  his  caval¬ 
ry,  fupported  by  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  the  Duke  of  Albuquerque, 
with  the  whole  of  his  divifion  of 
cavalry.  The  French  feeing  this 
movement,  fent  lharp-fhooters  into 
the  chain  of  mountains  to  the  left 
of  the  valley,  who  were  attacked 
by  the  fifth  divifion  of  my  infantry 
under  Marlhal  deCamp  Don  Louis 
Baffecourt,  who  dillodged  them 
with  much  lofs. 

t(  The  general  attack  com¬ 
menced  by  the  advance  of  different 
columns  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  the 
height  occupied  by  General  Hill. 
Thefe  columns  were  charged  by 
two  parties  of  Englilh  dragoons, 
under  the  command  of  General 

Anfon 
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Anfon,  led  by  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Payne,  and  fupported  by  the 
brigade  of  cavalry  of  the  line  of 
General  Fane.  One  of  thefe 
regiments  of  Englifh  dragoons  fuf- 
fered  very  much  ;  but  this  fpirited 
charge  had  the  effect  of  difcon- 
certing  the  defigns  of  the  enemy, 
who  fuftained  a  very  great  lols. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  French  at¬ 
tacked  the  centre  of  the  army, 
where  the  Englifh  general  Camp¬ 
bell  was  ftationed,  having  on  his 
right  Lieutenant-General  Don 
Francifco  de  Eguia,  the  enemy  was 
driven  back  by  both  thefe  generals, 
who  had  their  infantry  fupported 
by  the  king’s  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  by  the  divifion  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Don  Juan  de  Heneftrofa. 
This  corps  covered  itfelf  with 
glory  in  the  charge  that  it  made 
on  the  infantry  of  the  enemy, 
during  which  it  turned  the  column 
by  which  it  was  affailed ;  under 
which  advantage,  the  Englifn 
infantry,  protected  by  the  Spanifh, 
poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  artillery 
of  the  enemy.  At  the  fame  time 
with  thefe  proceedings,  the  French 
attacked  with  fury  the  centre  of 
the  Englifn  army,  commanded  by 
General  Sherbrooke.  The  foes 
were  received  with  extraordinary 
courage,  and  were  driven  back 
by  the  whole  Englifh  divifion, 
with  charged  bayonets.  But  the 
Englifh  brigade  of  guards,  which 
was  carried  on  precipitately  in  the 
ardour  of  battle,  advanced  too  far, 
and  was  in  confequence  obliged  to 
withdraw  under  the  fire  of  the 
fecond  line,  compofed  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  of  cavalry  of  General  Cotton, 
and  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  de¬ 
tached  from  the  height  by  General 
Wellefley,  as  foon  as  he  obferved 
the  remote  fituation  of  the  guards. 


General  Howorth,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  Englifh  artillery,  was  dis- 
tinguifhed  for  his  extraordinary 
courage,  and  performed  the  moft 
important  fer vices. 

“  Lieutenant-General  DonFran~ 
cifco  de  Eguia,  my  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand,  was  poked  on  my  left,  with 
the  3d.  4th  and  5th  divifions, 
under  Generals  the  marquis  de 
Portago,  Don  Rafael  Manglano, 
and  Don  Louis  Aiexandro  BafTe- 
court,  but  the  latter  was  ordered 
to  fupport  the  divifion  of  cavalry 
of  Lieutenant-General  the  Duke  of 
Albuquerque,  which  was  detach¬ 
ed  to  reinforce  the  Britifh  army. 
The  difpatches  No.  4,  5,  and  6, 
from  thefe  generals,  are  inclofed 
for  the  information  of  his  majefty. 

u  I  took  under  my  particular 
orders  the  centre  and  the  right, 
without  negledting,  however,  the 
fuperintendance  of  the  reft,  and 
with  much  fatisfaftion  I  noticed 
the  conduct  of  the  generals  of  the 
1  st  and  2d  divifion  of  the  Marquis 
de  Zayasand  Don  Vicente  Iglefias, 
as  well  as  Don  Juan  Berhuy,  and 
Lieutenant-General  Don  Juan 
Heneftrofa,  &c. 

“  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was 
very  great.  They  left  on  the 
field  of  battle  from  four  to  five 
thoufand  men,  and  the  number  of 
their  wounded  is  computed  at  five 
thoufand  more.  Two  or  three 
generals  were  killed,  feveral  wound¬ 
ed,  and  at  leaft  four  hundred  other 
officers.  We  have  taken  nineteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  many  wag¬ 
gons  of  ammunition,  and  the  rout 
was  one  of  the  moft  complete,  con- 
fidering  that  we  were  a&ing  on  the 
defenfive.  The  Englifh  have  loft 
General  Mackenzie,  Brigadier- 
General  Langworth,  and  other 
officers  of  diftinguifhcd  rank  and 
[Kk  3]  merit, 
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merit.  The  total  of  their  officers, 
killed  and  wounded,  is  260,  and 
that  of  their  rank  and  file  5,000. 
Our  diminution  is  much  lefs.  Don 
Rafael  Manglano  was  wounded, 
and  fifty  more  of  our  officers  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  1150 
rank  and  file.  Our  artillery  was 
ferved  with  ability  and  fortitude, 
and  the  names  of  fuch  officers, 
whofe  talents  were  moll  confpi- 
euoufly  difplayed,  are  mentioned 
in  the  difpatches  from  the  ref- 
pedtive  generals. 

I  fhould  be  negligent  of  my 
own  duty,  if  I  did  not  communi¬ 
cate  to  your  excellency,  for  the 
information  of  his  ma jelly,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  general 
in  chief  Sir  Arthur  Wellefiey, 
and  that  of  the  generals,  fubordi- 
nate  officers  and  foldiers  under  his 
command,  is  above  all  praife.  I 
have  feen  the  enthufiafm  with 
which  thefe  faithful  allies  have  in 
copious  ftreams  poured  forth  their 
blood  in  the  defence  of  our  liberty, 
and  no  language  can  adequately 
exprefs  the  fentiments  of  gratitude 
with  which  our  breads  are  anima¬ 
ted.  With  the  higheft  fatisfadlion 
I  have  noticed  my  army  hailing 
our  companions  for.  the  victory  ob¬ 
tained,  and  mingling  with  excla¬ 
mations  indicative  of  the  warmed 
affedlion,  the  appellatives  of  our 
country,  and  Ferdinand,  with  thofe 
of  our  powerful  and  generous  al¬ 
lies. 

[This  liberal  and  fpirited  eulo¬ 
gy  is  fucceeded  by  a  lift  of  the 
officers  and  others  of  the  Spanifh 
army,  who  deferved  the  high  re¬ 
ward  of  the  approbation  of  their 
commander,  among  whom  is  dis¬ 
tinguished  a  lad  of  fixteen  years, 
of  age,  who  killed  four  French¬ 


men  with  his  own  hand.  We-are 
forry  our  limits  do  not  allow  our 
inferting  the  catalogue  of  the 
names  of  thefe  brave  champions  of 
Spanifh  independence.] 

(Signed) 

ei  Gregorio  de 

LA  GUESTA.*' 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Antonio 
Cornel. 


Admiralty  Office ,  Auguf  19. 

The  following  Difpatches  ha*ve  been 
received  from  Sir  R.  J.  Strachan , 
Bart.  K.B.  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
White ,  &c.  addreffied  to  the  Hon. 
W.  W.  Pole. 

((  Kangaroo ,  in  the  Weft  Scheldt , 
offi the  Kaloot}  Aug,  n. 

“  Sir, 

i(  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commiftioners  of  the  admiralty, 
that  I  am  this  moment  going  up  to 
Bathz,  in  South  Beveland,  which 
has  been  attacked  by  a  ftrong  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  enemy’s  flotilla, 
and  which,  by  Sir  R.  Keats’s  re¬ 
ports,  confifts  of  two  frigates,  one 
bearing  a  vice-admiral’s  flag,  thirty 
brigs,  eight  luggers  or  fchooners, 
and  fourteen  gun-boats.  I  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  detaining 
our  flotilla,  to  prevent  fupplies 
being  thrown  into  the  garrifon  at 
Fluffing,  and  to  affift  in  cutting 
off  its  communication  with  Cad- 
fand  ;  which  fervice  was  effectu¬ 
ally  done,  except  during  the  late 
heavy  gales,  which  drove  the  gun¬ 
boats  from  their  ftations,  and  pre¬ 
vented  our  fhips  entering  the 
Scheldt,  from  the  circumftance  of 
their  not  being  able  to  weigh  their 
anchors.  Since  the  weather  has 

mode- 
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moderated,  the  wind  has  provok- 
ingly  drawn  round  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  which  is  the  only  obftacle 
that  prevents  Lord  W.  Stuart, 
with  a  fquadron  of  ten  heavy  fri¬ 
gates,  palling  Flulhing,  as  well  as 
Rear-Admiral  Lord  Gardner,  with 
the  effective  line-of-battle  (hips, 
faking  up  the  anchorage  in  Dykes- 
hook  Bay,  where  I  intend  his  lord- 
fhip  fhali  remain,  with  a  view  of 
having  the  affiftance  of  that  fqua¬ 
dron  in  our  further  operations 
againft  the  enemy,  and  eventually 
to  proceed  up  the  Scheldt.  The 
divifions  of  the  army  under  the 
Earl  of  Rofslyn  and  Marquis  of 
Huntley,  landed  on  South  Beve- 
land  on  the  9th.  The  cavalry  and 
ordnance  fhips,  with  the  brig3  and 
fome  Hoops  of  war,  have  paffed 
through  the  Slou  into  the  Well 
Scheldt,  and  are  now  availing 
themfelves  of  every  favourable  tide 
to  proceed  to  Bathz.  I  am  alfo 
endeavouring  to  warp  the  Fallas 
and  Circe  through  by  the  fame 
channel,  and  with  every  probabi¬ 
lity  of  fuccefs.  Sir  Home  Popham 
was  detached  with  fome  gun-vef* 
fels,  for  the  purpofe  of  founding 
the  river,  and  of  joining  Sir  Rich¬ 
ard  Kf&ts  at  Bathz.  The  batteries 
are  not  yet  ready  to  open  on  Flulh¬ 
ing  ;  therefore  I  hope  to  be  here 
again  in  time  to  co-operate  with 
the  army  in  the  attack  on  that 
garrifon.  I  am  concerned  to  add, 
that  the  enemy  has  cut  the  dyke 
to  "the  right  of  the  town,  and  the 
iHand  is  likely  to  be  inundated.— 
I  have  ordered  Rear-Admiral  Ot¬ 
way  to  fend  the  Monmouth  and 
Agincourt  to  England  for  water, 
as  foon  as  they  can  be  got  down 
from  Zierickzee ;  and  earneftly 
entreat  that  other  means  may  be 


adopted  for  fupplying  the  army 
and  navy  from  England,  as  I  ap¬ 
prehend  all  the  water  in  this  illand 
will  be  fpoiled  by  the  inundation, 
and  that  there  is  not  more  in  the 
other  iflands  than  is  necelfary  for 
the  fubliltence  of  the  inhabitants. 
Their  lordlhips  muft  be  aware  that, 
in  this  extenlive  and  complicated 
fervice,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to 
enter  fo  fully  into  detail  as  I  could 
wifh,  efpecially  as  our  arrange¬ 
ments  muft  vary  in  proportion 
with  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
In  my  abfence  I  have  direded 
Rear-Admiral  Otway  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  feveral  duties  relative  to 
the  inveftment  of  this  illand,  and 
to  correfpond  with  the  admiralty 
on  all  matters  of  fervice^  Capt. 
Dobie,  who  aded  in  the  Pallas 
during  the  abfence  of  Captain  Sey¬ 
mour,  is  the  bearer  of  this  dif- 
patch.  He  had  my  flag  for  fome 
time  in  that  (hip,  and  has  been 
particularly  attentive  to  the  public 
fervice.  In  confequence  of  the 
protraded  liege  of  Flufhing,  and 
the  neceftity  for  the  flotilla  going 
up  the  Scheldt,  I  have  ordered  guns 
from  the  {hips  of  war  to  lit  twenty 
tranfports  as  gun-lhips,  and  with 
launches  of  the  fhips  under  Rear- 
Admiral  Otway,  to  form  a  flotilla 
for  the  lower  part  of  the  Scheldt, 
which  I  trail  their  lordlhips  will 
approve.  You  will  pleafe  likevvife 
to  inform  their  lordlhips,  that  Lord 
Gardner  has  ordered  the  Centaur 
and  Tliefeus  to  cruize  off  the 
Texel. 

(i  R.  ].  Strach AN.** 

<(  Kangaroo ,  in  the  Weji  Scheldt , 
Augnjl  12. 

‘ 4  Sir,, 

14  Having  direded  the  frigates 

\K  k  4]  named 
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named  in  the  margin  *  to  proceed 
up  the  Weft  Scheldt,  under  the 
orders  of  Lord  William  Stuart, 
captain  of  the  Lavima,  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  wind  was  favourable, 
that  zealous  officer  availed  himfelf 
of  a  light  air  from  the  weftward 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  i  ith  inft. 
notwithftanding  the  tide  was 
againft  his  proceeding,  and  pafled 
the  batteries  between  Flufning  and 
Cadfand.  The  lhips  were  under 
the  enemy’s  fire  nearly  two  hours. 
The  gallant  and  feaman-like  man¬ 
ner  in  which  this  fquadron  was 
conducted,  and  their  fteady  and 
well-direded  fire,  excited  in  my 
breaft  the  warmeft  fenfations  of 
admiration.  The  army  witneffed 
their  exertions  with  applaufe ; 
and  I  am  certain  their  lordfiiips 
will  duly  appreciate  the  fervices 
of  Lord  William  Stuart,  the  cap¬ 
tains,  officers,  feamen,  and  marines, 
on  this  occafion.  No  very  mate¬ 
rial  accident  happened,  except  by 
a  fhell  ftriking  L*  Aigle,  and  which 
fell  through  her  decks  into  the 
bread-room,  where  it  exploded ; 
one  man  was  killed,  and  four  others 
wounded ;  her  ftern  frame  is  much 
fhattered.  Lord  William  Stuart’s 
modett  letter  accompanies  this  dif- 
patch,  together  with  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
damages  fuftained  by  his  Majefty's 
lhips  in  forcing  the  entrance  of 
this  river.” 

(t  Kangaroo s  in  the  Weft  Scheldt , 
Auguft  13. 

“  Sir, 

t(  I  had  difpatched  Sir  Home 


Popham  with  the  Hoops,  brigs,  and 
veflels,  named  in  the  margin  t, 
together  with  a  light  flotilla,  under 
Captains  Lyford,  Lowe,  and  Buck, 
up  the  Wreft  Scheldt,  to  found  and 
buoy  the  channels  of  that  river,  to 
enable  the  larger  lhips  to  advance, 
for  the  purpofe  of  putting  into  exe¬ 
cution  the  ulterior  objects  of  this 
expedition.  Sir  Home  Popham  has 
executed  this  fervice  with  his  ufual 
judgment  and  corredfnefs.  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclofe,  for  their 
lordfhips'  information,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  I  have  received  from  Sir 
Richard  Keats,  to  whom  I  have 
given  the  command  of  the  naval 
part  of  our  operations  in  the  upper 
part  of  both  Scheldts,  until  I  get 
the  frigates  advanced  under  Lord 
William  Stuart,  and  which  will  be 
done  with  the  utmoft  difpatch. 

((  R.  J.  Strachan.” 

iC  Fort  Bathzf  Auguft  12. 

“  Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that,  in  purfuance  of  your 
directions,  I  arrived  at  Bathz  yef- 
terday  ;  and  in  order,  if  practica¬ 
ble,  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
enemy's  flotilla  more  complete,  I 
ordered  thirty  flat  boats  armed 
with  carronades,  and  fome  other 
boats  from  the  fhips  under  my 
orders,  to  rendezvous  at  this 
place,  and  meet  the  flotilla  under 
Sir  Home  Popham  ;  but  before  the 
arrival  of  either,  fix  of  the  enemy’s 
gun-boats  having  grounded  on  a 
bank  within  reach  of  the  artillery 
of  the  fort,  after  fuftaining  fome 
injury  by  it,  were  abandoned; 


“  *  Lavinia,  Heroine,  Araethyft,  Rota,  Nymphen,  V Aigle,  Euryalus,  Statira, 
pryad,  and  Perlin.” 

«  t  Sky-lark,  Harpy,  Challenger,  La  Fleehe,  Pilot,  Parthian,  Darin,  Thai*, 
Prank  er,  Bloodhound,  Galgo  (roeket*fhip)/ 

five 
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Syc  of  which  were  deftroyed,  and 
the  other  brought  in.  The  arrival 
of  Sir  Home  Popham  and  my 
boats  from  the  Eaft  Scheldt,  took 
place  nearly  at  the  fame  time;  but 
the  enemy's  flotilla  moved  up  to 
Liiio  with  the  fame  tide  that 
brought  our’s  to  Bathz,  one  of 
which  was  handfomely  burned  by 
the  advanced  gun-boats,  almoft 
amongft  them.  As  the  navigation 
of  the  Weft  Scheldt  is  now  open  as 
tar  as  it  can  pofiibly  be  cleared  by 
the  navy,  and  a  flotilla  force  of 
upwards  of  fifty  fail  in  the  Eaft 
Scheldt  demand  attention,  and  I 
can  at  any  time  return  in  a  few 
hours  to  this  place,  it  is  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  repair  this  morning  to  the 
Superb,  where  I  have  ordered  the 
boats  of  my  divifion.  Sir  Home 
Popham  is  examining  the  channels. 
Although  we  are  now  makers  of 
the  navigation  to  Lillo,  it  may  be 
proper  to  obferve,  that  it  is  in  the 
enemy's  power,  by  fending  a  fu- 
perior  naval  force,  to  deprive  us 
of  it,  as  far  as  Bathz,  (before  fome 
larger  (hips  afcend)  whenever  he 
pieafes. 

“  R.  G.  Keats.0 


London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Downing-flreet%  Aug ,  19. 

The  following  Difpatch  was  this 
Day  received  from  the  Earl  of 
Chatham ,  K.  G. 

Head-  Qjiarters,  Middleburghi 
Auguf  16. 

“  My  lord, 

<r  I  have  the  honour  of  acquaint¬ 
ing  your  lordlhip,  that  on  the  13th 
inft.  the  batteries  before  Flufhing 
being  completed,  and  the  frigates, 
bombs,  and  gun-veflels,  having  at 
the  fame  time  taken  their  ftations, 
a  fire  was  opened  at  about  half  paft 


one  p.  m.  from  fifty-two  pieces  of 
heavy  ordnance,  which  was  vi- 
goroufly  returned  by  the  enemy. 
An  additional  battery  of  fix  24, 
pounders  was  completed  the  fame 
night,  and  the  whole  continued  to 
play  upon  the  town  with  little  or 
no  intermiffion  till  late  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  On  the  morning  of 
the  14th  inft.  about  ten  o’clock, 
the  line-of-battle  fhips  at  anchor 
in  the  Durloo  Paflage,  led  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Richard  Straclian,  got 
under  weigh,  and  kept  up  as  they 
pafled  a  tremendous  cannonade  on 
the  town  for  feveral  hours  with  the 
greateft  gallantry  and  effedL— - 
About  four  in  the  afternoon,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
had  enrirely  ceafed,  and  the  town 
prefen  ting  a  moft  awful  fcene  of 
deftru&ion,  being  on  fire  in  almoft; 
every  quarter,  1  dire&ed  Lieut, - 
General  Sir  E.  Coote  to  fend  in  to 
fummons  the  place.  General  Mon- 
net  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he 
would  reply  to  the  fummons  as 
foon  as  he  had  confulted  a  council 
of  war  :  an  hour  had  been  allowed 
him  for  the  purpofe  ;  but  a  confi- 
derable  time  beyond  it  having 
elapfed  without  any  anfwer  being 
received,  hoftilities  were  ordered 
to  recommence  with  the  utmoft 
vigour,  and  about  1 1  o’clock  at 
night,  one  of  the  enemy’s  batte¬ 
ries,  advanced  upon  the  fea-dyke 
in  front  of  Lieutenant-General 
Frafer's  pofltion,  was  moft  gal¬ 
lantly  carried  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  by  detachments  from  the 
36th,  71ft,  and  light  battalions  of 
the  King's  German  legion,  under 
Lieutenant. Colonel  Pack,  oppofed 
to  great  fuperiority  of  numbers ; 
they  took  forty  prifoners,  and 
killed  and  wounded  a  great  many 
of  the  enemy.  I  mult  not  omit  to 

mention, 
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mention,  that  on  the  preceding 
evening,  an  intrenehraent  in  front 
of  Major-General  Graham's  por¬ 
tion  was  alfo  forced  in  a  manner 
equally  undaunted,  by  the  14th 
regiment,  and  detachments  of  the 
King's  German  legion,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicolls,  who 
drove  the  enemy  from  it,  and 
made  a  lodgement  within  mufket- 
Ihot  of  the  walls  of  the  town, 
taking  one  gun  and  thirty  pri¬ 
soners.  About  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  enemy  demanded  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms  for  forty-eight 
hours,  which  was  refufed,  and  only 
two  hours  granted  ;  when  he 
agreed  to  Surrender  according  to 
the  Summons  fent  in,  on  the  bafis 
of  the  garrifon  becoming  prifoners 
of  war.  I  have  now  the  Satisfac¬ 
tion  of  acquainting  your  lordfhip, 
that,  thefe  preliminaries  being 
acceded  to,  as  Soon  as  the  admiral 
landed  in  the  morning,  Captain 
Long,  adjutant-general,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Cockburn,  of  the  royal  navy, 
were  appointed  to  negotiate  the 
further  articles  of  capitulation, 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
enclofe.  They  were  ratified  about 
three  this  morning,  when  detach¬ 
ments  of  the  royals  on  the  right, 
and  of  his  Majefty’s  71ft  regiment 
on  the  left,  took  pofleffion  of  the 
gates  of  the  town.  The  garrifon 
will  march  out  to-morrow,  and 
will  be  embarked  as  Speedily  as 
poflible.  I  may  now  congratulate 
your  lordfhip  on  the  fall  of  a  place 
fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  our 
future  operations,  as  fo  large  a 
portion  of  our  force  being  required 
to  carry  on  the  fiege  with  that  de¬ 
gree  of  vigour  and  difpatch,  which 
the  means  of  defence  the  enemy 
pofTefTed,  and  particularly  his 
powers  of  inundation  (which  was 


rapidly  Spreading  to  an  alarming 
extent)  rendered  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary.  Having  hoped,  had  cir- 
cumftances  permitted,  to  have 
proceeded  up  the  river  at  an  earlier 
period,  I  had  committed  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  E»  Coote  the 
diredlion  of  the  details  of  the  liege, 
and  of  the  operations  before  Flulh- 
ing;  and  I  cannot  Sufficiently  ex- 
prefs  my  fenfe  of  the  unremitting 
zeal  and  exertions  with  which  he 
has  conduced  the  arduous  Service 
intruded  to  him,  in  which  he  was 
ably  affifted  by  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nels  Wallh  and  Offerey,  attached 
to  him  as  affiftants  in  the  adjutant 
and  quarter -mailer- general's  de¬ 
partment.  [Here  follow  fome  en¬ 
comiums  on  the  troops.]  The 
active  and  perfevering  exertions 
of  the  corps  of  royal  engineers 
have  been  conducted  with  much 
ikill  and  judgment  by  Colonel 
Fyers,  aided  by  Lieut.-Colonel 
D'Arcey  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  for 
me  to  do  fufficient  juft  ice  to  the 
diftinguilhed  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  royal  artillery, 
under  the  able  direftion  and  ani¬ 
mating  example  of  Brigadier-Ge¬ 
neral  McLeod.  The  feaxnen,  whofe 
labours  had  been  fo  ufeful  to  the 
army,  fought  their  reward  in  a 
further  opportunity  to  diftinguifht 
themfelves  ;  and  one  of  the  batte¬ 
ries  was  accordingly  intrufted  to 
them,  and  which  they  Served  with 
admirable  vigour  and  effedl.  I 
muft  here  beg  to  exprefs  my  ftrong 
fenfe  of  the  conftant  and  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  navy  on  all 
occasions ;  and  my  warmeft  ac¬ 
knowledgements  are  raoft  particu¬ 
larly  due  to  Captain  Cockburn, 
of  the  BelleiOe,  commanding  the 
flotilla,  and  Captain  Richardfon, 
of  the  Caefar,  commanding  the 

brigade 
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brigade  of  feamen  landed  with  the 
army,  I  have  <  the  honour  to  en¬ 
close  a  return  of  the  garrifon  of 
Fluffing  ;  in  addition  to  which  I 
have  learned  that,  befides  the  num¬ 
ber  killed,  which  was  confiderable, 
upwards  of  1000  wounded  men 
were  tranfported  to  Cadfand  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  complete  inveftment  of 
the  town.  I  alio  fubjoin  a  ftate- 
ment  of  defer ters  and  prifoners, 
exclufive  of  the  garrifon  of  Fluff- 
ing.  This  difpatch  will  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  your  lordffip  by  my  firlt 
aid-de-camp,  Major  Bradford,  who 
is  fully  qualified  to  give  your 
lordfhip  further  information,  and 
whom  I  beg  leave  earneftly  to 
recommend  to  his  Majefty's  pro- 
te&ion.  (C  Chatham.'5 

[Here  follow  the  articles  of 
capitulation.  The  garrifon  of 
Flufhing,  amounting  to  4379 
men  *,  are  allowed  to  march  out 
with  the  honours  of  war,  but  are 
to  lay  down  their  arms  on  the 
glacis,  and  be  fent  prifoners  of  war 
to  England.  The  other  ftipula- 
tions,  which  fhow  that  the  whole 
ifland  is  to  be  permanently  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  Britifh  empire,  relate 
entirely  to  the  military  and  civil 
arrangements.]  The  return  of 
prifoners  and  deferters  taken  in 
the  ifland  of  Walcheren  amounts 
to  1700  rank  and  file.  Our  lofs, 
we  rejoice  to  hate,  is  trivial, 
confiding  of  3  officers,  23  rank 
and  file  killed ;  1 5  officers,  and 
94  rank  and  file  wounded. 


Admiralty-Office  %  Augajl  20. 

Di/patches  were  received  la fl  Night 
from  Sir  R.  Jf.  Strachan ,  addreffied 
to  the  Hon .  W.  VP.  Pole . 

iC  St.  Domingo ,  Fluffing- Roads, 
Auguft  17, 

t(  Sir, 

u  I  have  much  fatisfa&ion  in 
acquainting  you,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  their  lordfhips,  that  the 
town  and  garrifon  of  Flufhing  have 
capitulated  on  the  terms,  a  copy  of 
which  I  fend  herewith.  Their 
lordfhips  have  already  been  ap, 
prifed  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
proceeded  up  the  Scheldt,  with 
the  divifion  of  frigates  under  Lord 
W.  Stuart,  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  our  flotilla  had  advanced 
to  Bathz,  in  the  charge  of  Sir  H. 
Popham,  by  whom  the  enemy  were 
driven  above  Lillo,  where  their 
fhips  and  gun-brigs  had  taken  up 
a  ftrong  poll  don.  The  command 
of  the  important  fervice  of  the 
Scheldt  I  have  given  to  Sir  R, 
Keats  ;  and  he  has  my  directions 
to  co-operate  with  Lieut.  General 
the  Earl  of  Rofslyn,  as  well  as  to 
ufe  every  means  in  his  power  for 
capturing  or  deftroying  the  fleet 
and  flotilla  of  the  enemy.  Rear- 
Admiral  Lord  Gardner  remained 
with  the  fhips  named  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  f  off  Dykeffook,  and  his  lord¬ 
fhip  had  received  my  dire&ion  to 
hold  that  fquadron  in  readinefs  to 
go  againft  the  garrifon  of  Flufh¬ 
ing.  On  the  1 2th  inft.  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  Lord  Chatham,  that  the 


“  *  Lord  Chatham,  in  his  next  difpatch,  dated  the  18t  kinft.,  inclofes  the  articles 
of  capitulation  of  the  iflands  of  Schowen  and  Duiveland,  and  corrects  this  return  of 
the  garrifon  of  Flufhing,  which  amounted  to  5,803  men  ;  and  thefe  added  to  the 
number  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  make  the  force  originally  oppoled  to  us  in  Wal¬ 
cheren  amount  to  9U00  men.” 

“  t  St.  Domingo,  Flake, .  Repulfe,  Victorious,  Denmark,  Audacious,  and  Ve- 
uejfable.’ 

advanced 
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advanced  batteries  werefufficiently 
prepared  to  open  on  the  enemy  the 
day  following,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  ;  and  as  it  appeared 
to  me  of  confequence  that  the  line- 
of.battle  fhips  fhould  pafs  the  town 
at  the  fame  moment,  I  therefore 
abandoned  my  intention  of  going 
up  to  the  advanced  flotilla,  and, 
proceeding  to  Dykefhook,  hoifted 
my  flag  in  the  St.  Domingo.  The 
batteries  opened  on  the  garrifon, 
as  it  was  previoufly  fettled,  at  one 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  inft. 
and  the  fire  was  returned  with 
great  vigour  by  the  enemy.  The 
bombs  and  gun-vefiels,  under  the 
dirediion  of  Captain  Cockburn,  of 
the  Belleifle,  were  mod  judicioufly 
placed  at  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the 
town  ;  and  to  the  fouth-weft, 
Captain  Owen,  of  the  Clyde,  had, 
with  equal  fkill  and  judgment, 
placed  the  bombs  and  other  veflels 
under  his  orders.  I  had  much 
fatisfadlion  in  witnefling  the  fire 
that  was  kept  up  by  the  fquadrons 
under  the  command  of  thefe  two 
officers,  and  the  precifion  with 
which  the  fhells  were  thrown  from 
the  bombs.  Unfortunately,  the 
wind  was  too  fcant  to  allow  me  to 
weigh  when  the  batteries  opened  ; 
but  it  proving  more  favourable  the 
following  day,  I  immediately  put 
that  intention  into  execution,  and 
at  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  the  14th, 
proceeded  with  the  fhips  already 
named  towards  Flufhing,  meaning 
to  pafs  to  a  more  convenient  an¬ 
chorage  for  placing  the  fquadron 
againft  it,  when  fuch  a  meafure 
fhould  appear  to  be  neceflary. — 
This  fquadron  was  led  in  by  the 
St.  Domingo,  bearing  my  flag, 
and  I  was  followed  by  the  Blake, 
with  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral 
Lord  Gardner  5  the  other  fhips 


advanced  in  fucceflion.  Soon  after 
we  had  opened  our  fire,  the  wind 
came  more  foutherly,  and  the  St. 
Domingo  grounded  irifide  of  the 
Dog-Sand.  Lord  Gardner,  not 
knowing  our  fituation,  pafled  in- 
fide  of  us,  by  which  the  Blake  alfo 
grounded.  The  other  fhips  were 
immediately  dire&ed  to  haul  off, 
and  anchor  as  previoufly  intended. 
After  being  fome  time  in  this  fitu¬ 
ation,  during  which  the  enemy's 
fire  blackened,  by  the  a6live  and 
zealous  exertions  of  Captain  Owen, 
of  the  Clyde,  who  came  to  our 
afliftance,  and  anchored  clofe  to 
the  St.  Domingo,  flie  was  got  off ; 
and  foon  after  I  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  the  Blake  alfo  afloat, 
and  come  to  anchor  with  the  reft 
of  the  fquadron.  I  was  much 
pleafed  with  the  condudf  and  exer¬ 
tions  of  Captain  Gill,  of  the  St. 
Domingo,  and  his  officers,  and 
with  the  fteadinefs,  energy,  and 
good  order  of  the  fhip’s  company. 
Lord  Gardner  bears  equal  tefti- 
mony  to  the  behaviour  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  feamen,  and  marines  of  the 
Blake  ;  and  his  lordfhip  mentions 
the  afliftance  he  received  from 
Captain  Codrington  in  the  higheft 
terms  of  praife.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy  towards  the  evening  had 
confiderably  abated  ;  the  town  was 
burning  in  many  places,  and  much 
damage  was  done  to  the  houfes. 
At  feven  o’clock  I  received  a  mef- 
fage  from  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
E.  Coote,  requefting  I  would 
ceafe  hoftilities,  as  a  fummons  had 
been  fent  into  Flufhing  ;  but  at 
night  the  fire  again  commenced, 
and  was  kept  up  without  inter- 
miffion  until  two  o’clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  15  th,  when  the 
French  commandant,  General  Mon- 
net,  offered  to  furrender.  This 

was 
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was  communicated  to  me  by  the 
lieutenant-general ;  and,  in  con- 
fequence,  I  directed  the  flag  of 
truce  to  be  hoilted  at  day-light  on 
board  his  Majefty's  fhips,  and 
that  hoftilities  fhould  ceafe. 

i(  The  lieutenant-general  hav¬ 
ing  alfo  intimated  his  wifh  that 
two  commifiioners  fhould  be  fent 
on  the  part  of  the  navy,  to  affift 
in  the  propofed  capitulation,  I 
accordingly  nominated  Lord  Gard¬ 
ner  to  meet  Sir  E.  Coote  at  Eaft 
Zouburg,  and  to  take  with  him 
Captain  Cockburn,  to  aft  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  officers  on  the 
part  of  the  army.  Shortly  after,  I 
received  a  meffage  from  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  requefting  to  fee  me 
at  Zouburg.  On  my  arrival 
there,  I  found  his  lordfhip  had 
feleCted  Colonel  Long,  adjutant- 
general  of  the  army,  and  Captain 
Cockburn,  to  be  the  commiffioners 
for  fettling  the  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion,  which  were  finally  concluded 
late  in  the  evening  of  the  15th. 

[<f  The  difpatch  concludes  with 
commendations  on  Rear-Admirals 
Otway,  Keats,  and  Lord  Gardner, 
Sir  H.  Popham,  Captains  C.  Ri- 
chardfon  and  Blaney,  oftheCsefar 
and  Harpy,  and  Firft  Lieutenant 
May,  of  the  St.  Domingo.] 

“  R.  J.  Strachan.” 

[Here  follows  a  letter  from 
Admiral  Keats,  ftating  that  Sir 
He  Popham  had,  with  a  divifion 
of  gun-boats,  cut  off  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Scheldt. — Another  from  Captain 
Cockburn,  who  commanded  the 
flotilla  of  gun-boats,  praifing  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  an  inclofure  from 
Captain  Otway,  of  the  Monarch, 
relative  to  a  detachment  of  feamen 


and  marines  placed  under  the  orders 
of  Captain  Richardfon,  of  the 
Casfar,  and  employed  in  conftruCt- 
ing  and  manning  ieveral  batteries, 
which  fervice  they  executed  with 
the  utmoft  gallantry  and  effeCt,] 

The  only  naval  officers  killed, 
are  Lieutenant  Rennie,  of  the 
Marlborough,  and  Lieutenant  Ruf- 
fell  and  Surgeon  Burnfide,  of  the 
San  Jofef.  None  dangeroufly 
wounded.  Total — feamen  killed 
18,  and  37  wounded. 

^w.ni.ia—1 1  1  iw 

Downing-freet ,  Auguft  2  6. 

The  following  Difpatch  has  been 
received  from  Major  Maxwell \ 
of  the  Royal  African  Corps ,  ad- 
drcjfed  to  V if  count  Caflereagh. 

S(  Senegal ,  fitly  18. 
u  My  Lord, 

<(  When  1  had  laft  the  honour 
of  writing  to  your  lordlhip,  I 
communicated  fuch  information  as 
I  had  received  concerning  the 
fituation  of  the  French  colony  of 
Senegal,  and  my  opinion  of  the 
practicability  of  reducing  it  with  a 
fmall  force  :  I  alfo  mentioned  the 
annoyance  we  had  received  at 
Goree,  and  its  vicinity,  from  their 
privateers,  during  the  abfence  of 
fhips  of  war  from  that  ft  at  ion. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  Commodore 
Columbine  arrived  at  Goree  with 
the  Solebay  frigate,  and  brig 
Tigrefs,  having  the  colonial 
fchooner  George,  Agincourt  tranf- 
port,  and  feveral  merchant  veffels 
under  convoy  ;  and  having  com¬ 
municated  to  him  what  intelli¬ 
gence  I  had  lately  obtained,  we 
thought  the  reduction  of  Senegal 
practicable  with  the  force  we  pof- 
feffed,  provided  no  obftacles  fhould 
prevent  our  being  able  to  pafs  the 
bars  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.' — 

To 
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To  this  attempt  I  was  induced  by 
considerations  which  I  truft  your 
lordlhip  will  conceive  to  be  of 
weight.  I  was  of  opinion  that  the 
colony  of  itfelf  would  be  an  acqui- 
fition  of  importance  to  the  nation, 
from  its  commerce ;  that  by  the 
French  government,  as  it  had 
always  been  much  valued,  its  lofs 
would  be  proportionally  felt ;  and 
that  by  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  foie  polfeffion  on  the  coaft, 
his  Majefty’s  fettlements,  and  the 
Britifh  commerce,  would  be  more 
fecure,  and  more  eafily  protected. 
Having  therefore  procured  fome 
light  velfels  and  boats,  the  bell 
adapted  for  palling  the  bar,  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  garrifon  of  Goree, 
confifting  of  fix  officers,  fix  fer- 
jeants,  four  drummers,  and  150 
rank  and  file,  was  embarked  on 
board  the  Agincourt  tranfport  on 
the  4th  of  July,  when  we  failed, 
and  anchored  at  the  bar  on  the 
evening  of  the  7  th.  Next  morn¬ 
ing,  Commodore  Columbine  was 
of  opinion,  the  troops  might  be 
palled  over  the  bar,  which  was 
accordingly  effected  through  much 
difficulty  by  the  exertions  of  the 
navy.  We  unfortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  loft  a  fchooner  and  Hoop, 
containing  much  of  our  provifions 
and  ammunition  ;  and  the  fchooner 
George  went  on  Ihore  infide  the 
bar.  X  landed  the  detachment, 
and  fixty  royal  marines  from  the 
{hips  of  war,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  where  I  took  up  a  pofi- 
tion,  with  a  view  to  wait  till  pro¬ 
vifions  could  be  palfed  from  the 
(hipping,  and  the  fchooner  George 
could  be  got  oft.  We  then  learnt 
that  the  enemy  had  made  a  formi¬ 
dable  line  of  defence  at  the  poll  of 
the  Babague,  twelve  miles  up  the 
river,  where  there  is  a  battery. 


in  front  of  which  three  cannoniers 
and  four  other  velfels  were  moored, 
and  the  whole  prote&ed  by  a  ftrong 
boom  drawn  acrofs  the  river.  On 
the  9th  we  were  attacked,  but 
fpeedily  repulfed  the  enemy,  and 
drove  them  within  their  line  at 
Babague  :  after  which  we  returned 
to  get  off  the  fchooner,  which  was 
effected  on  the  following  evening. 
The  nthwas  employed  in  refit¬ 
ting  the  fchooner,  and  embarking 
provifions  and  water.  The  Solebay 
frigate  and  Derwent  Hoop  of  war 
were  ordered  to  anchor  oppofite  to 
the  poll  of  Babague,  and  bombard 
it,  which  was  executed  with  much 
effedi.  During  the  night,  in  Ihift- 
ing  her  birth,  the  Solebay  unfortu¬ 
nately  got  aground,  but  in  a  pofi- 
tion  whicli  enabled  her  ftill  to 
annoy  the  enemy.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1 2th  the  troops  were 
embarked,  and  the  flotilla  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  river,  till  juft  within 
gun-fhot  of  the  enemy’s  line  of 
defence;  and  when  every  thing 
was  in  readinefs  for  a  night  attack, 
we  received  information  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  French 
commandant  to  capitulate.  Will¬ 
ing  to  fpare  an  unneeeffafy  effufion 
of  human  blood,  the  attack  was 
poftponed.  On  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  we  difeovered  that  the 
boom  was  broken,  that  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  the  bat  ter  v  and 
velfels,  leaving  their  colours  fly¬ 
ing,  and  fhortly  afterwards  a  let¬ 
ter  was  received  from  MefTrs.  De- 
grigny  and  Dureeu,  in  the  name  of 
the  commandant  of  Senegal,  offer¬ 
ing  to  capitulate.  Mr.  Heddle, 
furgeon  to  the  forces,  who  had 
afted  as  my  aid-de-camp  during 
the  campaign,  was  fent  forward  to 
treat  with  thefe  gentlemen,  and 
foon  returned  with  the  articles  of 
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capitulation,  which  I  inclofe,  and 
which  we  ratified.  I  immediately 
took  pofleffion  of  the  battery  of 
Ille  aux  Anglois  ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  evening,  the  battery 
of  Guelander  facing  the  town* — 
Next  morning  the  garrifon  laid 
dawn  their  arms,  and  were  em¬ 
barked.  We  then  found  that  the 
force  which  had  been  employed 
againfi:  us  amounted  to  160  regular 
foldiers,  and  240  militia  and  vo¬ 
lunteers.  We  had  no  reafon,  how¬ 
ever,  to  count  on  much  oppofition 
from  the  latter  part  of  the  enemy's 
force. 

[u  The  difpatch  concludes  with 
fpeaking  in  high  terms  of  Captain 
Titley,  Lieutenant  Bones,  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  royal  navy  and 
marines,  as  well  as  Mr.  Heddle, 
Affiftant  Commifiary  Hamilton, 
and  Captain  Odium,  the  bearer  of 
the  difpatch.] 

6(  Ce  W.  Maxwell, 
Major  R.  A.  corps. ** 

From  the  London  Gazette. — ■ 
Downing-ftreet,  Sept.  4. 

Di/patches,  of  which  the  following 
are  Copies ,  were  Yejlerday  Morn¬ 
ing  received  at  the  Office  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Caftlereagh ,  one  of  his 
Majejly s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State ,  from  Lieutenant. General 
Sir  J.  Stuart ,  dated  fjchiai 
Kth  and  tyh  July  lajl . 

((  Ifchia ,  July  5,  1809. 

My  Lord, 

il  In  my  difpatch  to  your  lord- 
Ihip  of  the  9th  ult.  from  Milazzo, 

1  did  myfelf  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you  with  a  projeft  which  I  had 
formed,  in  concert  with  Rear- 
Admiral  Martin,  to  make  fuch  a 
movement,  as  although  it  fhould 
produce  no  iffiie  of  achievement  to 
H 


ourfelves,  might  Hill  operate  a  di- 
verfion  in  favour  of  our  Auftrian 
allies,  under  the  heavy  preflure  of 
reverfe  with  which  we  had  learned 
at  the  period  they  were  bravely 
but  unequally  ftruggling. 

u  The  firft  meafure  that  fug- 
gefted  itfelf  to  our  contemplation 
was  a  menace  upon  the  kingdom 
and  capital  of  Naples  ;  and  the 
army,  as  within  detailed  being 
embarked,  we  failed  under  convoy 
of  hia  Majefty's  (hips  Canopus, 
Spartiate,  Warrior,  and  fome  fri¬ 
gates  and  fmaller  veffels,  on  the 
1  ith  of  laffc  month,  leaving  orders 
to  the  divifion  of  his  Sicilian  Ma- 
jelly's  troops,  which  had  been 
placed  under  my  conduft,  and  were 
waiting  my  inftru6Uons  at  Pa¬ 
lermo,  under  the  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  de  Boureard,  to 
proceed  to  a  given  rendezvous. — 
His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Leo¬ 
pold,  I  found  at  our  fubfequent 
junction,  had  embarked  with  this 
divifion. 

(<  Our  appearance  on  the  coafi; 
of  Calabria,  which  we  reached  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  had  the 
effect  of  inducing  the  body  of  the 
enemy  ftationed  in  that  province, 
to  abandon,  for  the  purposes  of 
immediate  concentration,  the 
greater  part  of  their  polls  along 
the  Ihore,  when  thole  upon  the  line 
oppofite  M  elfin  a  were  feized  and 
difarmed  by  a  corps  under  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Smith,  who  had  been  de¬ 
tached  from  the  fleet  immediately 
after  our  failing  from  Milazzo, 
with  provifionary  orders  for  that 
purpofe. 

“  Major. General  Mackenzie, 
who  had  failed  with  me,  as  de- 
figned  to  bear  a  part  in  this  expe¬ 
dition,  returned  alfo  at  my  requeft 
about  this  period,  for  the  general 
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fuperintendance  of  thefe  fer  vices, 
as  well  as  to  hold  the  general 
command  in  Sicily,  which  be. 
comes  a  charge  fo  important  dur¬ 
ing  the  term  of  our  prefent  opera¬ 
tions. 

f<  On  the  24th  ult.  the  advanced 
divifion  of  the  Britifli  and  Sicilian 
fleet,  namely,  that  which  contained 
the  Britifli  troops,  anchored  off 
Cape  Mifeno,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Baia,  when  our  preparations  were 
immediately  made  for  a  debarka¬ 
tion  upon  the  ifland  of  Ifchia ; 
and  the  necefifary  arrangements 
and  difpofition  of  boats  being  in¬ 
truded  by  the  admiral  to  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Laforey,  a  defcent  was  forced 
on  the  following  morning  by  the 
troops  named  in  the  margin  *, 
commanded  by  Major-General 
M‘Farlane,  under  the  immediate 
fire  of  his  Majefty's  Ihips  Warrior 
and  Succefs,  aided  by  the  Britifli 
and  Sicilian  gun-boats,  in  the  face 
of  a  formidable  chain  of  batteries, 
with  which  every  acceflible  part 
of  the  fhore  was  perfedlly  fortified. 
Thefe  were  turned  and  fucceflively 
abandoned,  as  our  troops  gained 
their  footing.  About  250  or  300 
men,  of  the  ift  Legere,  in  the  firft 
inftance  fell  into  our  hands.  Ge¬ 
neral  Colonna,  who  commanded, 
retired  with  his  principal  force 
into  the  caftle,  where  he  rejedted 
a  fummons  from  Major-General 
M'Farlane,  and  held  out  until  the 


30th  ult.  when  a  breaching  bat* 
tery  having  been  eredted  againft 
his  works,  he  furrendered  upon 
terms  of  capitulation. 

<(  As  it  was  conjectured  by  the 
admiral  and  myfelf  that  the  fuccefs 
and  promptitude  with  which  the 
landing  upon  Ifchia  was  effected, 
might  probably  operate  an  influ¬ 
ence  upon  the  adjacent  garrifon  of 
Procida,  a  fummons  was  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  to  the  commandant 
thereof,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  fubmitted  to  our  propofed 
terms ;  an  event  which  contributed 
molt  fortunately  to  the  almoft  en¬ 
tire  capture  or  deftrudtion  of  a 
large  flotilla  of  about  forty  heavy 
gun-boats,  which  attempted  their 
pafifage  during  the  night  and  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  to  Naples  from 
Gaeta,  and  expedted  to  find  pro- 
tedtion,  as  well  as  co-operation, 
under  the  artillery  of  the  fortrefs, 
in  their  pafifage  through  the  nar¬ 
row  ftraight  that  feparates  the 
ifland  from  the  Main. 

This  important  fervice  was 
executed  by  Captain  Staines,  of 
his  Majefty’s  (hip  Cyane,  affifted 
by  the  Efpoir  flaop,  and  the 
Britifli  and  Sicilian  gun-boats.— 
It  is  with  regret  I  add,  that  in 
a  fubfequent  intrepid  attack  upon 
the  frigate  and  corvette  of  the 
enemy  in  the  bay,  the  above 
gallant  officer  has  received  a 
wound,  which  mu  ft  for  fome  time 


s‘  #  Troops  that  landed  under  the  command  of  Major-General  M‘Farlan«, 


$&ed  by  the  Hon.  Brigadier-General  Lumley. 

Firft  battalion  infantry  . . . . .  850 

Second  battalion  light  infantry  (foreign)  ••••....  350 

Eighty-firft  regiment  . . . .  600 

Corfican  rangers . .  400 

Detachment  Calabrian  free  corps  ..............  150 

Artillery,  staff-corps,  &c.  ............. , . .  , »  50 

—2380 


Four  fix-pounders.  Two  howitzers.” 
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deprive  the  jfervice  of  his  aflift- 
ance. 

(i  The  amount  of  prifoners  who 
have  fallen  into  our  hands,  already 
exceeds  1 500  regular  troops,  ex- 
clufive  of  their  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  both  of  military  and  marine, 
in  different  partial  encounters, 
which  we  have  reafon  to  think  are 
confiderable.  Among  the  prifonets 
are  a  general  of  brigade,  two  co¬ 
lonels,  and  upwards  of  feventy  of¬ 
ficers  of  progreffive  ranks. 

(s  Nearly  100  pieces  of  ord¬ 
nance,  with  their  correfponding 
flores,  haye  alfo  become  our  cap¬ 
ture. 

S(  It  is  with  much  greater  fatis- 
fa&ion,  however,  my  lord,  than 
any  that  can  be  derived  from  thefe 
local  or  momentary  advantages, 
that  I  contemplate  our  fuccefs  in 
the  material  and  important  object 
of  diverfion,  for  which  this  expe¬ 
dition  was  defigned.  A  confider- 
able  body  of  troops  which  had 
been  recently  detached  from  Na¬ 
ples  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  army 
in  Upper  Italy,  as  well  as  almoft 
the  whole  of  the  troops  which  had 
been  fent  into  the  Roman  ftates, 
to  aid  the  late  ufurpation  of  the 
Papal  dominions,  were  precipi¬ 
tately  recalled  on  our  firft  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  coaft  ;  and  I  venture 
to  hope,  that  the  check  which  has 
been  operated,  and  which  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  preferve,  will  have 
already,  though  remotely,  contri¬ 
buted  to  fupport  the  efforts  of  our 
brave  allies. 

u  The  preponderating  regular 
force  which  the  enemy  has  now 
affembled  in  the  contiguity  of  Na¬ 
ples,  aided  by  a  large  body  of  na¬ 
tional  guards,  precludes  the  hope,  at 
this  moment,  of  any  attack  upon 
the  capital.  But  our  footing  upon 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX,  New  Sei 


thefe  healthy  iflands  (which  were 
effentially  neceffary  to  us,  as  a 
temporary  lodgment  as  well  as  de¬ 
part)  in  affording  us  the  earlieft 
means  of  information*  is  alfo  a 
pofition  from  which  we  can  profit 
from  circumftance,  or  can  move 
with  facility  and  promptitude  to 
ulterior  obje&s;  while  our  enemy* 
who  are  obfetving  us  from  the  un« 
wholefome  plains  of  Baia,  muft  be 
kept  on  the  alert  by  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  operations*  and  har- 
raffed  by  the  neceflity  of  cor  ref* 
ponding  with  our  every  movement. 

u  A  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  which 
I  found  it  neceffary  to  fit  out  at 
Meffina,  to  aid  the  army  in  that 
narrow  ftraight,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Reade,  of  the 
quarter  -  mailer  -  general’s  depart¬ 
ment,  has  acquired  the  approba- 
tion  of  the  admiral  by  their  con¬ 
duct  upon  this  fervice.  Captain 
Cameron,  of  the  2 1  ft  regiment,  who 
commanded  a  divifion  of  thefe 
boats,  is  unfortunately  among  the 
few  who  have  fallen. 

((  The  harmony  and  perfect  con¬ 
cert  that  have  fubfifted  between 
the  naval  and  military  branches 
upon  this  duty,  and  between  his 
Majefty’s  forces  and  thofe  of  his 
Sicilian  Majefty  ;  the  great  difpo- 
fition  to  concurrence  and  fupport: 
which  I  have  received  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Lord  Forbes,  and 
the  other  general  officers  ;  the  able 
arrangements  of  the  adjutant-gene¬ 
ral’s  and  the  quarter-mafter-gene« 
ral’s  departments  under  Major-, 
General  Campbell,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Banbury,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  ordnance  branches  under 
Lieutenant-Colonels  Bryce  and  Le- 
moine  ;  the  providence  of  the  com- 
miflariat  and  medical  departments 
under  Mr.  Burgman  and  Dr. 
ies.  \L  /]  Franklin; 
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Franklin  ;  and  the  zeal,  readinef?, 
and  good-will  of  the  army  through¬ 
out,  are  the  means  by  which  I  am 
prepared  to  avail  myfelf  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  profecute  further  a  fer- 
vice,  the  plans  and  progrefs  hi¬ 
therto  of  which  I  humbly  hope 
will  meet  his  Majefty’s  moft  gra¬ 
cious  approbation, 

(t  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  “  J.  Stuart.” 
[Here  follow  the  Articles  of 
Capitulation.] 

Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  be - 
longing  to  the  Army  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  J,  Stuart ,  KB.  &c.  between 
the  24 th  and  $oth  June ,  1  809. 
Total — -1  fubaltqrn,  i  bugle,  2 
rank  and  file,  2  marines  killed — 1 
captain,  2  ferjeants,  5  rank  and 
file,  2  marines  wounded. 

[Here  follows  a  return  of  the 
ordnance.] 

Names  of  Officers  Killed  and  Wounded, 

2 1  ft  foot— Lieutenant  Cameron, 
doing  duty  with  the  flotilla,  killed. 

Corfican  rangers — Captain  Ara- 
ta,  wounded. 

J.  Campbell, 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  G. 

Ifchiai  July  4. 

((  If  chi  a,  July  9,  1809. 
fi  My  lord, 

(t  In  my  difpatch  of  the  yth  in- 
ftant,  I  had  the  honour  of  ftating 
to  your  lordfhip,  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith  had  been  detached, 
after  our  failing  from  Milazzo, 
with  the  10th  regiment  and  Chaf- 
feurs  Britanniques,  which  were  to 
be  joined  at  the  Faro  by  the  21ft 
regiment,  with  orders  to  occupy 
and  difarm  the  polls  upon  the 
ftraight  oppoifite  to  Mefiina,  upon 


the  late  retreat  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  firft  appearance  of  our  arma¬ 
ment  on  the  coaft  of  Calabria. 

u  An  attempt  to  reduce  the  Caf- 
.  tie  of  Scylia  was  attended,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  with  difappointment, 
from  the  fudden  re- appearance  of 
a  large  preponderating  force  of  the 
enemy,  which  conftrained  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Smith  to  raife  the 
liege,  and  embark  for  Mefiina  ;  a 
meafure  which  was  effected,  I  am 
happy  to  fay,  on  the  20th  ult. 
without  the  fmalleft  lofs,  but  that 
of  his  befieging  train,  which  ne- 
ceflarily  became  a  facrifice.  It  for¬ 
tunately,  however,  has  proved  only 
a  facrifice  of  the  moment.  The 
official  reports  from  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Mackenzie  ftate  to  me,  that  on 
the  night  of  the  2d  inftant,  the 
enemy,  from  fome  fudden  panic, 
retreated  again  from  the  coaft, 
having  previoufly  blown  up  the 
works  of  Scylia,  and  not  only  left 
us  again  our  captured  ftores,  but 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  ordnance 
and  ftores  of  their  own,  which  had 
been  placed  in  depot.  Major- 
General  Mackenzie  mentions  to 
me,  in  particular,  that  thirty  pieces 
of  brafs  cannon  had  been  thrown 
from  the  rock  into  the  fea,  from 
whence,  however,  there  could  be 
no  difficulty  in  railing  them,  the 
water  being  extremely  fhallow. 

t(  The  ftores  had  been  progref- 
fively  affembling,  I  am  informed, 
by  means  of  coafting  navigation, 
for  a  confiderable  time  paft,  as  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  long  menaced,  and 
I  believe  really  intended,  invafion 
of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily. 

(f  The  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  fervice,  although  attended 
with  a  momentary  reverfe,  has 
been  reprefented  to  me  by  Major- 

General 
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General  Mackenzie,  in  terms  of 
great  approbation,  with  every 
praife  to  the  zeal  and  perfeverance 
of  the  troops  employed  under  his 
orders.  He  has  alfo  expreffed 
great  acknowledgments  to  the  ac¬ 
tive  afliftance  of  Captains  Crawley 
and  Palmer,  of  his  Majefty’s  (hips 
Philomel  and  Alacrity,  who  were 
his  co-operators  on  this  fervice. 

(s  The  great  difunion  of  party 
in  the  province  was  a  material  ob- 
ftacle  to  every  means  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  led  to  the  lofs  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  2 1  ft  regiment, 
which  had  been  fent  at  the  folici- 
tation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Palmi,  for  their  protec¬ 
tion.  General  Murat  dire&ed  a 
flag  of  truce  to  me  after  our  ar¬ 
rival  here,  to  offer  to  treat  for  an 
exchange  of  three  officers,  four 
non-comiflioned  officers,  and  eighty 
men  of  this  party,  who  were  ftated 
to  be  prifoners,  and  on  their  march 
to  Naples.  I  had  fcarcely  agreed 
to  the  meafure,  when  in  a  feeming 
fit  of  humour,  occafioned  by  a  dif- 
fatisfa&ion  at  the  terms  of  capitu¬ 
lation  of  this  ifland,  he  fent  an¬ 
other  flag  again  to  me,  withdraw¬ 
ing  the  former,  and  declining  any 
further  correfpondence  or  commu¬ 
nication  with  me  whatever,, 

((  J.  Stuart, 
t(  Lieutenant-General.” 

Return  of  Cafualties  in  the  Dwifion 
of  the  Army  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smithy  27  th 
Regiment y  during  the  Siege  of 
Scylla  Caflle,  and  at  Raimi ,  from 
the  13th  to  the  28 th  Juney  1809. 
Total — 1  captain,  i  rank  and 
file,  1  mule  killed  ;  9  rank  and 
file  wounded ;  2  captains,  2  fubal- 
terns,  4  ierjeants,  2  drummers,  76 


rank  and  file  prifoners  ;  24  rank 
and  file,  4  horfes,  1 1  mules  miff¬ 
ing. 

Names  of  the  Officers  killed  and  take 
prifoners .  , 

2  ift  foot — Captain  Hunter,  kill¬ 
ed --Captains  Mackay  and  Couran, 
Lieutenants  M*Nab  and  Mackay, 
taken  prifoners. 

(Signed)  J.  Campbell, 

Major-General, 


Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Major- 
General  Carmichael  to  V if  count 
Cajilereaghy  dated  St .  Carlosy  be¬ 
fore  the  City  of  St .  Domingo , 
July  8,  1809, 

Si  My  lord, 

((  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
your  lordfhip,  that  I  failed  from 
Jamaica  on  the  7  th  ult.  with  the 
troops  as  per  margin,  and  landed 
at  Polingue,  the  neareft  landing 
place,  thirty  miles  diftant  from  the 
city  of  St.  Domingo,  on  the  28th 
inftant,  when  I  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  forts  and 
fortifications,  which  was  complete¬ 
ly  eftedled  on  the  29th,  and  fully 
fatisfied  me  that  the  walls  and  baft- 
tions  were  affailable  by  coup-de- 
main  ;  and  confidering  the  garri- 
fon,  who  had  bravely  defended 
them  for  a  conftant  liege  of  eight 
months,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
prompt  and  decifive  meafures  were 
moft  prudent  before  a  gallant  ene¬ 
my,  and  would  obviate  the  evil 
effe&  of  open  trenches  in  the  rainy 
feafon,  the  only  foe  to  be  dreaded 
by  this  corps,  and  which  had  al¬ 
ready  made  a  fevere  impreflion  on 
the  Spanifh  natives  of  the  country, 
[L  l  2]  400 
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400  out  of  6oo  of  their  bell  regi¬ 
ment  being  rendered  unfit  for  fer- 
vice,  and  would  probably  be  at¬ 
tended  with  more  mortality  to  the 
Britilh  troops,  than  a  conflict  upon 
the  walls. 


(i  His  excellency  General  San. 
ehez,  from  whom  I  met,  on  the 
30th  ult.  the  moil  kind  and  cor¬ 
dial  reception,  being  veryfick  fome 
time  before,  and,  I  am  grieved  to 
fay,  ft  ill  continuing  fo  by  fatigue 
and  liver  difeafe,  ordered  the  Spa- 
niftt  troops  at  the  different  polls  to 
execute  any  directions  given  by 
me,  which  they  cheerfully  per¬ 
formed  by  a  forward  movement 
immediately,  and  effectually  cut¬ 
ting  off  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  city  of  St.  Domingo  and 
the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  fort  Jerome, 
which,  by  covering  the  only  land¬ 
ing  place,  prevented  our  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  fquadron. 

(t  Having  the  fame  evening  re- 
fufed  the  French  generaFs  applica¬ 


tion  for  an  armiftice,  I  advanced 
with  a  detachment  of  the  Spaniards 
to  the  church  of  St.  Carlos,  and 
eftablifhed  my  quarters  there  with¬ 
in  mufket  fhot  of  the  city,  confi¬ 
dent  that  the  Britifh  troops  would 
be  with  us  that  night ;  which, 
however,  was  rendered  impracti¬ 
cable,  by  heavy  and  inceffant  rain, 
until  the  following  night  of  the 
firft,  after  fuffering  the  greateft  fa¬ 
tigue  and  privations,  dragging  the 
field  pieces  on-  bad  roads,  and 
dreadful  weather,  and  paffages  of 
rivers,  without  proper  conveyance. 

“  The  iff  of  July  I  received 
another  letter  from  General  Bar¬ 
quier,  allowing  him  until  twelve 
the  next  day  for  an  anfwer. 

(<  In  confequence  of  a  continual 
fire  of  mufketry  from  the  walls, 


whilft  the  white  flag  was  up,  I 
moved  forward  with  a  party  of 
dragoons,  and  fent  an  aid-de-camp 
to  demand  the  caufe,  who  was 
very  politely  received,  and  a  flu  red 
by  General  Barquier,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  firing  at  immenfe 
numbers  of  wild  pigeons  flying 
over  the  walls,  but  that  he  would 
give  ftriCl  orders  for  it  to  ceafe 
during  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities. 
On  the  zd  infl.  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Barquier,  refpeCling 
the  movement  of  the  troops  to  St. 
Carlos,  which  had  been  occupied 
on  the  30th  ult.  when  his  overture 
for  negociation  was  rejeCled.  On 
the  3d,  the  commiffioners  for  the 
capitulation  met  ;  thofe  on  the 
part  of  the  French  having  declared 
that  their  inftruCtions  were  pofi- 
tively  not  to  confent  to  furrender, 
which  I  alfo  underflood  by  prifon- 
ers  and  intercepted  letters  ;  and' as 
I  did  not  conceive  myfelf  jufti- 
liable  in  admitting  any  other  terms,, 
the  meeting  adjourned  until  a  com¬ 
munication  could  be  had  with  the 
commander  of  the  naval  forces. 

i(  In  confequence  of  bad  weather, 
the  anfwer  was  not  received1  until 
the  6th  infl.  which  perfectly  coin¬ 
cided  with'  my  opinion  as  to  the 
only  terms  that  could  be  granted 
to  the  enemy.  I  was  alfo  informed 
that  the  river  Huna  had  overflow¬ 
ed  its  banks,  and  we  were  thu3 
fepaTated  from  the  greater  part  of 
the  ordnance  flores  and  our  provi- 
fions,  which  further  determined  me 
to  bring  the  matter  to  immediate 
iffue,  as  I  flared  to  Captain  Cum- 
bv,  and  requefled  that  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  armed  feamen,  ammunition, 
and  provifions,  which  I  found  him 
ever  ready  moft  cordially  to  af¬ 
ford. 


With 
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,e<  With  humble  fubmiffion  to  the 
Almighty  Difpofer  of  events,  full 
confidence  in  a  juft  caufe,  and  Bri- 
tifti  hearts  to  maintain  it,  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  General 
Barquier,  on  the  garrifon  again 
refufing  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  immediately  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  difpofition  : 

t(  The  firft  brigade,  under  the 
■command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Horsford,  who  preferred  that  com¬ 
mand  to  the  duty  of  deputy-adju- 
tant. general. 

“  The  fecond  brigade,  under 
Major  Gurry  of  the  54th  regiment, 
(Lieutenant-Colonel  Smyth,  of  the 
55th  regiment,  a  valuable  officer, 
not  having  joined,  by  the  Diego 
tranfport,  in  which  he  was  em¬ 
barked,  being  a  bad  faile-r,) 
and  whofe  abfence  I  ftiould  have 
greatly  regretted,  as  well  as  the 
excellent  officers  and  men  with 
him,  had  the  expeded  engagement 
taken  place.  On  firing  the  firft 
gun  from  the  enemy,  the  referve 
to  be  formed  of  the  Royal  Irifti 
and  54th  grenadiers,  fifty  men  of 
the  2d  Weft  India  regiment,  and 
the  fame  number  of  the  Porto  Rico 
regiment ;  as  this  body  had  fuffici- 
ent  cover  as  long  as  the  walls  of 
the  church  and  my  quarters  re¬ 
mained,  upon  which  above  twenty 
guns  and  one  mortar  bore  at  the 
diftance  of  338  yards;  I  direded 
Brigadier-General  French,  a  moft 
adive  and  zealous  officer,  to  take 
up  a  pofition  at  a  hollow,  about 
150  paces  diftant  in  my  rear  ;  and 
ftiould  the  garrifon  attempt  a  fortie 
upon  the  referve,  to  wait  their 
clofe  approach,  charge  bayonets, 
and  follow  them  into  the  city. 
Had  the  enemy  remained  within 
the  gates,  falfe  attacks  and  feints 
at  different  points  were  to  be  made 


during  the  night ;  and,  fcaling 
ladders  being  prepared,  a  general 
affault  was  to  take  place  in  open 
day,  the  firft  favourite  opportu¬ 
nity;  a  lodgment  effected  upon  the 
baftions.;  but  the  troops  not  to 
enter  the  ftreets  until  further  or¬ 
ders., 

u  During  this  hour  of  fufpenfe 
under  arms,  the  only  fenfation 
perceptible  was  impatience  for  at¬ 
tack,  and  the  countenance  of  every 
Britifti  foldier  at  that  interefting 
period  depided  a  refolute  determi¬ 
nation  to  plant  the  glory  of  Eng¬ 
land  with  the  points  of  their  bay¬ 
onets  upon  the  fortified  walls  of 
St.  Domingo.  The  hour  having 
expired,  I  fent  my  military  fecre- 
tary,  Captain  Twigg,  to  know 
the  reafon  the  white  flag  was  con. 
tinned  after  the  time  had  elapfed, 
and  not  any  anfwer  returned  to  my 
letter  I  He  met  at  the  gate  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Myers,  announc¬ 
ing  that  the  ultimatum  had  been 
agreed  upon,  and  the  garrifon  con¬ 
fected  to  lay  down  their  arms  as 
prifoners  of  war. 

“  1  alfo  detp.ched  Major  Walker, 
of  the  Roval  Irifti,  with  the  three 
light  companies  of  the  Royal  Irifti, 
54th,  and  53th  regiments  of  foot, 
to  Fort  Jerome,  a  very  ftrong  for- 
trefs,  about  two  miles  weft  of  the 
city,  with  orders,  on  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  adion,  to  force 
the  gate  with  a  field-piece,  and  to 
ftorm  by  the  fally-port,  the  walls 
being  too  high  for  efcalade.  Upon 
his  iummon.  Captain  Gillerman, 
who  had  no  provifions  but  bifcuit 
left,  gave  the  anfwer  of  a  brave 
foldier — that  he  would  abide  the 
fate  of  the  city. 

“  The  honour  of  his  Majefty's 
arms,  my  lord,  has  been  main¬ 
tained  without  the  lofs  of  one  Bri- 

[i/3]  '  t.fh 
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tifh  foldier,  by  (hot  or  ficknefs, 
oi  having  recourfe  to  that  glori¬ 
ous,  but  at  the  fame  time  deplor¬ 
able  refource,  the  affault  of  a  po¬ 
pulous  city.  When  it  is  confidered 
the  courage  and  perfevering  forti¬ 
tude  of  the  French  garrifon,  with 
their  fuperiority  of  pofition  and 
numbers,  I  trull  his  Majefty  will 
not  difapprove  of  the  meafures 
taken  for  the  redudlion,  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  objedl  obtained,  and 
the  terms  granted  to  the  enemy ; 
and  which  will  be  delivered  to 
your  lordlhip  by  my  military  fe- 
cretary.  Captain  Twigg,  of  the 
54th  regiment,  to  whom  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  for  further  informa® 
tion,  and  earnellly  recommend  him 
as  an  officer  deferving  fuch  mark  of 
favour  as  his  Majefty  be  graci- 
ouily  pleafed  to  confer. 

((  1  have  now,  my  lord,  a  fur¬ 
ther  moft  gratifying  duty  to  per¬ 
form  ;  that  of  making  known  to 
his  Majefty  the  moft  zealous  and 
indefatigable  exertions  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral  French,  fecond  in  command ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Horsford,  com¬ 
manding  the  firft  brigade  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Smith,  command¬ 
ing  the  royal  artillery,  whofe  abi¬ 
lities  and  unwearied  attention  fur- 
mounted  uncommon  difficulties  ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Myers,  deputy 
quarter-mafter-general,  and  com- 
miffioner  to  arrange  the  articles  of 
capitulation. 

“  The  prominent  fituation  of 
thofe  officers  afforded  me  a  conftant 
experience  of  their  zeal,  abilities, 
and  anxiety  for  the  moft  honour¬ 
able  termination  of  the  enterprize  ; 
and  which  fentiments,  I  can  affure 
your  lordlhip,  actuated  every  offi¬ 
cer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  and 
foldier,  upon  the  expedition. 


(f  It  would  be  ingratitude  in 
me,  my  lord,  were  I  to  omit  ftat- 
ing,  in  the  ftrongeft  poflible  terms, 
the  cordial  co-operation,  as  I  have 
already  noticed,  and  efficient  aid 
the  army  received  from  Captain 
Cumby,  commanding  his  Majefty's 
fquadron  before  the  city,  who  alfo 
landed  two  officers.  Lieutenants 
Denman  and  Sheriff,  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  seamen,  who  were  of 
infinite  fervice,  and  cheerfully  un¬ 
derwent  the  moft  fevere  fatigue 
and  labour. 

“  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  pafs 
over  in  filence  the  very  great  af- 
fiftance  I  received  from  William 
Walton,  jun.  Efq.  an  Englilh  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  formerly  refided  in 
the  illand,  and  whofe  acquaintance 
with  the  country,  inhabitants,  and 
languages,  rendered  his  voluntary 
and  ablefervices  of  the  moft  effen- 
tial  benefit,  as  private  fecretary  to 
me  during  the  expedition. 

<(  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  I.  Carmichael, 
Major-General,  command¬ 
ing  his  Britannic  Majefty’s 
forces  at  the  city  of  St. 
Domingo.*' 

Downing-ftreet,  Sept.  2. 

The  foil o?wing  Di/patch  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  Lieutenant-General 
Lord  ViJ 'count  Wellington. 

iC  D  e  ley  f  ofay  Aug .  8. 

“  My  Lord, 

“  I  apprifed  your  lordlhip  on 
the  ill  inft.  of  the  advance  of  a 
French  corps  towards  the  Puerto 
de  Banos,  and  of  the  probable  em- 
barraffments  to  the  operations  of 
the  army  which  its  arrival  at  Pla¬ 
centia  would  occafion ;  and  thefe 
embarraffments  having  fince  exift- 
ed  to  a  degree  fo  confiderable  as  to 

oblige 
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oblige  us  to  fall  back,  and  to  take 
up  a  defenfive  pofition  on  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  I  am  induced  to  trouble  you 
more  at  length  with  an  account  of 
what  has  palfed  upon  this  fubjett. 
When  1  entered  Spain,  I  had  a 
communication  with  General  Cu- 
efta,  through  Sir  R.  Wilfon  and 
Colonel  Roche,  refpefting  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  the  Puerto  de  Banos 
and  the  Puerto  de  Perales,  the 
former  of  which  it  was  at  laft 
fettled  Ihould  be  held  by  a  corps 
to  be  formed  under  the  Marquis  de 
la  Reyna,  to  confift  of  two  batta¬ 
lions  from  General  Cuefta’s  army, 
and  two  from  Bejar  ;  and  that  the 
Puerto  de  Perales  was  to  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  Duke  de  Parque,  by 
detachments  from  the  garrifon  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.  I  doubted  of 
the  capacity  of  the  garrifon  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  to  make  the  de¬ 
tachment  to  the  latter ;  but  had  fo 
little  doubt  of  the  effe&ual  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  former,  that  in  writing 
to  Marlhal  Beresford  on  the  17  th 
July,  I  defired  him  to  look  to  the 
Puerto  de  Perales,  but  that  I  con- 
fidered  Banos  as  fecure,  as  appears 
by  the  extract  of  my  letter,  which 
I  inclofe.  On  the  30th,  intelli¬ 
gence  was  received  at  Talavera 
that  twelve  thoufand  rations  had 
been  ordered  at  Fuente  Duenas  for 
the  28th,  and  twenty-four  thou¬ 
fand  at  Los  Santos  for  the  fame 
day,  for  a  French  corps,  which  it 
was  believed  was  on  its  march  to¬ 
wards  the  Puerto  de  Banos.  Ge¬ 
neral  Cueita  exprefled  fome  anxiety 
refpecting  this  port,  and  fent  me  a 
meifage  to  propofe  that  Sir  R.  Wil¬ 
fon  Ihould  be  fent  there  with  his 
corps.  Sir  Robert  was  on  that 
day  at  Talavera,  but  his  corps  was 
in  the  mountains  towards  Efca^ 
Iona  ;  and  as  he  had  already  made 


himfelf  very  ufeful  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  and  had  been  near  Madrid, 
with  which  city  he  had  had  a  com¬ 
munication,  which  I  was  defirous 
of  keeping  up,  I  propofed  that  a 
Spanifh  corps  (hould  be  fent  to 
Banos  without  lofs  of  time.  I 
could  not  prevail  with  General 
Cuefta,  although  he  certainly  ad¬ 
mitted  the  neceflity  of  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  when  he  propofed  that  Sir 
Robert  fhould  be  fent  to  Banos ; 
and  he  was  equally  fenfible  with 
myfelf  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
to  the  caufe  from  fending  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  back  to  Efcalona.  At  this 
time  we  had  no  further  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  enemy’s  advance  than 
that  the  rations  were  ordered ;  and 
I  had  hopes  that  the  enemy  might 
be  deterred  from  advancing  by  the 
intelligence  of  our  fucceifes  on  the 
28th,  and  that  the  troop8  in  the 
Puerto  might  make  fome  defence  ; 
and  that  under  thefe  circumftances 
it  was  not  defirable  to  divert  Sir 
Robert  Wilfon  from  Efcalona.  On 
the  30th,  however,  I  renewed  my 
application  to  General  Cuefta,  to 
fend  there  a  Spanilh  divifion  of 
fufficient  (Length,  in  a  letter  to 
General  O’Donoghue,  of  which  I 
inclofe  a  copy, -—but  without  ef¬ 
fect  ;  and  he  did  not  detach  Gene¬ 
ral  Bafiecourt  till  the  morning  of 
the  2d,  after  we  had  heard  that 
the  enemy  had  entered  Bejar,  and 
it  was  obvious  that  the  troops  in 
the  Puerto  would  make  no  defence. 
On  the  2d  we  received  accounts 
that  the  enemy  had  entered  Pla¬ 
centia  in  two  columns.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Reyna,  whofe  two  bat¬ 
talions  confifted  of  only  600  men, 
with  only  twenty  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition  each  man,  retired  from  the 
Puerto  and  from  Placentia  without 
firing  a  (hot,  and  went  to  the 
IL  l  4]  bridge 


536]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180.9. 


bridge  of  Alraaraz,  which  he  de¬ 
clared  that  he  intended  to  remove; 
the  battalions  of  Bejar  difperfed 
without  making  any  refinance. 
The  general  called  upon  me  on 
that  day,  and  propofed  that  half 
of  the  army  fhould  march  to  the 
tear  to  oppofe  the  enemy,  while 
the  other  half  fnould  maintain  the 
poll:  at  Talavera.  My  anfwer 
was,  that  if  by  half  the  army  he 
meant  half  of  each  army,  I  could 
only  anfwer,  that  I  was  ready 
either  to  go  or  day  with  the  whole 
Britilh  army,  but  that  I  could  not 
feparate  it.  He  then  defired  me  to 
choofe  whether  I  would  go  or  ftay ; 
and  I  preferred  to  go,  from  think¬ 
ing  that  the  Britilh  troops  were 
moll  likely  to  do  the  bufinefs  ef¬ 
fectually,  and  without  conteft  ;  and 
frpm  being  of  opinion  it  was  more 
important  to  us  than  to  the  Spanilh 
army,  to  open  a  communication 
through  Placentia,  although  very 
important  to  them.  With  this  de- 
cifion  General  Cuefta  appeared  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied.  The  movements 
of  the  enemy  in  our  front  fince  the 
lit,  had  induced  me  to  be  of  opi¬ 
nion  that,  defpairing  of  forcing  us 
at  Talavera,  they  intended  to  force 
a  paffage  by  Efcalona,  and  thus  to 
open  a  communication  with  the 
Trench  corps  coming  from  Placen¬ 
tia*  This  fufpicion  was  confirmed 
on  the  night  of  the  zd,  by  letters 
jeceived  from  Sir  Robert  Wilfon, 
of  which  I  inclofe  copies ;  and 
before  I  quitted  Talavera  on  the 
3d,  I  waited  on  General  O’Do- 
noghue,  and  converfed  with  him 
tupon  the  whole  of  our  iituation  ; 
and  pointed  out  to  him  the  poffi- 
bility,  that,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
enemy  coming  through  Efcalona, 
General  Cuefta  might  find  himfelf 
obliged  to  quit  Talavera,  before 


I  fhould  be  able  to  return  to  him  ; 
and  I  urged  him  to  colled  all  the 
carts  that  could  be  got,  in  order 
to  remove  our  hofpital.  At  his 
defire  1  put  the  purport  of  this 
converfation  in  writing,  and  fent 
him  a  letter  to  be  laid  before  Ge¬ 
neral  Cuefta,  of  which  I  inclofe  a 
copy.  The  Britifh  army  marched 
on  the  3d  to  Oropefa,  General 
Baflecourt’s  Spanifh  corps  being  at 
Centinello,  where  I  defired  that  it 
might  halt  the  next  day,  in  order 
that  I  might  be  nearer  it.  About 
five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  I  heard 
that  the  French  had  arrived  from 
Placentia  at  Navalmoral,  whereby 
they  were  between  us  and  the 
bridge  of  Almaraz.  About  an 
hour  afterwards,  I  received  from 
General  O’Donoghue  the  letter 
and  its  inclofures,  of  which  I  in¬ 
clofe  copies,  announcing  to  me  the 
intention  of  General  Cuefta  tq  - 
march  from  Talavera  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  to  leave  there  my  hofpi¬ 
tal,  excepting  fuch  men  as  could 
be  moved  by  the  means  he  already 
had,  on  the  ground  of  his  appre- 
henfions  that  I  was  not  ftrong 
enough  for  the  corps  coming  from 
Placentia,  and  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  upon  his  flank,  and  had 
returned  to  Santa  Olalla  in  his 
front.  I  acknowledge  that  thefe 
reafons  did  not  appear  to  me  fufli- 
cient  for  giving  up  fo  important  a 
poll  as  Talavera,  for  expofing  the 
Combined  armies  to  an  attack  in 
front  and  rear  at  the  fame  time, 
and  for  abandoning  my  hofpital  ; 
and  I  wrote  the  letter  of  which  I 
inclofe  a  copy.  This  unfortunately 
reached  the  general  after  he  had 
marched,  and  he  arrived  at  Oro¬ 
pefa  Ihortly  after  day-light  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th.  The  queftion, 
what  was  to  be  done  ?  was  then  to 
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be  eonfidered.  The  enemy,  dated 
to  be  30,000  ftrong,  but  at  all 
events  confiding  of  the  corps  of 
Soult  and  Ney,  either  united  or 
not  very  diftant  from  each  other, 
and  fuppofed,  by  Marfhal  Jourdan 
and  Jofeph  Buonaparte,  to  be  fuffi- 
ciently  firong  to  attack  the  Britifh 
army,  dated  to  be  25,000  drong, 
were  on  one  fide,  in  poffeffionxof 
the  high  road  to  the  paffage  of  the 
Tagus  at  Almaraz,  the  bridge  at 
which  place  we  know  had  been 
^removed,  although  the  boats  dill 
neceffarily  remained  in  the  river. 
Gn  the  other  fide  we  had  reafon  to 
expert  the  advance  of  Vidor’s 
corps  to  Talavera,  as  foon  as  Ge¬ 
neral  Cueda’s  march  fhould  be 
known ;  and,  after  leaving  12,000 
men  to  watch  Venegas,  and  allow¬ 
ing  him  from  19  to  1 1,000  killed 
and  wounded  in  the  late  adion, 
this  corps  would  have  amounted  to 
25,000.  We  could  extricate  our- 
felves  from  this  difficult  fituation 
only  by  great  celerity  of  move¬ 
ment,  to  which  the  troops  were 
unequal,  as  they  had  not  had  their 
allowance  of  provifions  for  feveral 
days,  and  by  fuccefs  in  two  bat¬ 
tles.  If  unfuccefsful  in  either,  we 
fhould  have  been  without  a  re¬ 
treat  ;  and  if  Soult  and  Ney  avoid¬ 
ing  an  adion,  had  retired  before 
us,  and  had  waited  the  arrival  of 
Vidor,  we  fhould  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  a  general  adion  with 
50,000  men,  equally  without  a 
retreat. 

“  We  had  reafon  to  exped  that 
as  the  Marquis  de  la  Reyna  could 
not  remove  the  boats  from  the 
river  Almaraz,  Soult  would  have 
deftroyed  them. — Our  only  retreat 
was  therefore  by  the  bridge  Arco 
Bifpo ;  and  it  we  had  moved  on, 
jthe  enemy,  by  breaking  that  bridge 


while  the  army  fhould  be  engaged 
with  Soult  and  Ney,  would  have 
deprived  us  of  that  only  refource. 
We  could  not  take  a  pofition  at 
Oropefa,  as  we  thereby  left  open 
the  road  to  the  bridge  of  Arco  Bif¬ 
po  from  Talavera  by  Calera;  and 
after  confidering  the  whole  fubjed 
maturely,  I  was  of  opinion  that  it 
was  advifable  to  retire  to  the 
bridge  of  Arco  Bifpo,  and  to  take 
up  a  defenfive  pofition  upon  the 
Tagus.  I  was  induced  to  adopt 
this  lafl  opinion,  becaufe  the  French 
have  now  at  lead  50,000  men  dif- 
pofable  to  oppofe  to  the  combined 
armies,  and  a  corps  of  12,000  to 
watch  Venegas  ;  and  I  was  like- 
wife  of  opinion,  that  the  fooner 
the  defenfive  line  fhould  be  taken 
up,  the  more  likely  were  the  troops 
to  be  able  to  defend  it.  Accord¬ 
ingly  I  marched  on  the  4th,  and 
crofted  the  Tagus  by  the  bridge  of 
Arco  Bifpo  ;  and  have  continued 
my  route  to  this  place,  in  which  I 
am  well  fituated  to  defend  the 
pafifage  of  Almaraz  and  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Tagus.  General  Cuefla 
eroded  the  river  on  the  night  of 
the  fifth,  and  he  is  dill  at  the 
bridge  of  Arco  Bifpo.  About 
2,000  of  the  wounded  have  been 
brought  away  from  Talavera,  the 
remaining  1500  are  there;  and  I 
doubt  whether,  under  any  circum- 
ftances,  it  would  have  been  pof- 
fible  or  confident  with  humanity 
to  attempt  to  remove  any  more  of 
them. — From  the  treatment  which 
fome  of  the  foidiers  wounded  on 
the  27th,  and  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  experienced 
from  them,  and  from  the  manner 
ip  which  I  have  always  treated  the 
wounded  who  have  fallen  into  my 
hands,  I  expert  that  thefe  men  will 
be  well  treated  ;  and  I  have  only 
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to  lament  that  a  new  occurrence  of 
events,  over  which,  from  circum- 
fiances,  I  had  and  could  have  no 
controul,  (hould  have  placed  the 
army  in  a  lituation  to  be  obliged 
to  leave  any  of  them  behind. 

“Arthur  Wellesley.’' 

The  following  is  an  abftrad  of 
the  total  lofs  of  the  refpedive  regi¬ 
ments  (including  officers,  non  com- 
miffioned  officers,  and  privates)  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  in 
the  battles  of  Talavera : — 


General  ftaff  -  -  -  -  14 

3d  dragoon  guards  -  3 

4th  dragoons  -  -  12 

14th  light  dragoons  -  16 

1 6th  light  dragoons  -  14 

23d  light  dragoons  -  -  207 

ist  light  drag.  Ger.  leg.  -  42 

Royal  Britilh  artillery  -  34 

Royal  German  artillery  -  34 

Royal  engineers  -  2 

Royal  ftaff  corps  -  -  2 

1  ft  batt.  Coldftream  -  -  297 

ift  batt.  3d  guards  -  -  322 

3d  foot  ------  142 

2d  batt.  7th  foot  -  -  -  64 

2d  batt.  24th  -  -  -  -  355 

ift  batt.  29th  -  -  -  -  186 

2d  batt.  31ft  -  -  -  -  249 

ift  batt.  40th  -  -  -  -  58 

ift  batt.  45th  -  -  -  -  193 

ift  batt.  48th  -  -  -  176 

2d  batt.  48th  -  -  -  -  71 

2d  batt.  53d  -  -  -  39 

5th  batt.  60th  -  -  -  -  77 

ift  batt.  61ft  -  -  -  272 

2d  batt.  66th  -  -  128 

2d  batt.  83d  -  -  -  -  288 

9th  batt.  87th  -  -  -  -  253 

ift  batt.  88th  -  -  140 

ift  batt.  97th  -  -  -  -  53 

ift  batt.  detachments  -  -  374 

2d.  batt.  ditto  -  -  -  -  21 

ift  line  batt.  Ger.  leg.  -  -  300 

1  ft  and  2d  light  batt.  ditto  -  79 

2d  line  batt.  ditto  -  -  -  390 


5th  ditto,  ditto  -  306 

7th  ditto,  ditto  -  -  -  256 

Killed  -  -  801 

Wounded  -  3,913 
Miffing  -  -  713 

Total  -  “—3,427 


Downing-ftreet,  Sept.  2d. 

The  following  Difpatch  was  received 
from  Lieutenant-General  the  Earl 
of  Chatham ,  dated  Head -quar¬ 
ters,  Bathz,  Augujl  29. 

((  My  Lord, 

(i  Major  Bradford  delivered  to 
me  your  lordlhip’s  difpatch  of  the 
2 ift  inft.  ftgn.ifying  to  me  his 
majefty’s  commands  that  I  (hould 
convey  to  Sir  E.  Coote,  the  gene¬ 
ral  and  other  officers  arid  troops 
employed  before  Flufhing,  and 
particularly  to  thofe  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  engineer  departments,  his 
majefty’smoft  gracious  approbation 
of  their  condud ;  and  which  I  have 
obeyed  with  the  moft  entire  fatif- 
fadion.  I  had  the  honour  in  my 
laft  difpatch  of  acquainting  your 
lordihip  with  my  intention  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  this  place,  and  I  Ihould 
have  been  moft  happy  to  have  been 
enabled  to  have  announced  to  your 
lordfhip  the  further  progrefs  of 
this^army.  Unfortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  flate 
to  your  lordihip,  that,  from  the 
concurrent  teftimony  from  fo  many 
quarters  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  the  information,  the 
enemy  appears  to  have  colleded  fo 
formidable  a  force,  as  to  convince 
me  that  the  period  was  arrived  at 
which  my  inftrudions  would  have 
direded  me  to  withdraw  the  army 
under  my  command,  even  if  en¬ 
gaged  in  adual  operation.  I  had 
certainly  underftood  on  my  arrival 
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at  Walcheren,  that  the  enemy  were 
aflembling  in  confiderable  force  on 
all  points  ;  but  I  was  unwilling  to 
give  too  much  credit  to  thefe  re¬ 
ports,  and  I  was  determined  to 
perfevere  until  I  was  fatisfied,  upon 
the  fulleft  information,  that  all  fur¬ 
ther  attempts  would  be  unavail¬ 
able.  From  all  our  intelligence 
it  appears  that  the  force  of  the 
enemy  in  this  quarter,  diftributed 
between  the  environs  of  Bergen-op 
Zoom,  Breda,  Lillo,  and  Ant¬ 
werp,  and  cantoned  on  the  oppolite 
coaft,  is  not  lefs  than  35,000  men, 
and  by  fome  ftatements  is  eftimated 
higher.  Though  a  landing  on  the 
continent  might,  I  have  no  doubt, 
have  been  forced,  yet,  as  the  liege 
of  Antwerp,  the  polfeflion  of  which 
could  alone  have  fecured  to  us  any 
of  the  ulterior  obje&s  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  was  by  this  ftate  of  things 
rendered  utterly  impracticable,  fuch 
a  meafure,  if  fuccefsful,  could 
have  led  to  no  folid  advantage  ; 
and  the  retreat  of  the  army,  which 
mult  at  an  early  period  have  been 
inevitable,  would  have  been  ex- 
pofed  to  much  hazard.  The  ut- 
molt  force  (and  that  daily  decreaf- 
ing)  that  I  could  have  brought  into 
the  held,  after  providing  for  the 
occupation  of  Walcheren  and  South 
Bev eland,  would  have  amounted 
to  about  23,000  infantry  and  2000 
cavalry.  Your  lordlhip  mult  at 
once  fee,  even  if  the  enemy’s  force 
had  been  lefs  numerous  than  repre- 
fented,  after  the  necelfary  detach¬ 
ments  to  obferve  the  garrifons  of 
Bergen-op  Zoom  and  Breda,  and 
fecuring  our  communications,  how 
very  inadequate  a  force  mull  have 
remained  for  operations  againft 
Lillo  and  Lief  kenfhoeik,  and  ul¬ 
timately  againft  Antwerp;  which 
town,  fo  far  from  being  in  the  ftate 


which  had  been  reported,  is,  from 
very  correct  accounts,  reprefented 
to  be  in  a  complete  ftare  of  defence  ; 
and  the  enemy’s  (hips  had  been 
brought  up  and  placed  in  fecurity 
under  the  guns  of  the  citadel. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  how¬ 
ever  mortifying  to  me  to  fee  the 
progrefs  arrefted  of  an  army,  from 
whofe  good  conduct  and  valour  I 
had  every  thing  to  hope,  I  feel 
that  my  duty  left  me  no  other 
courfe  than  to  clofe  my  operations 
here  ;  and  it  will  always  be  a  fatif- 
faClion  to  me  to  think,  that  I  have 
not  been  induced  lightly  to  com¬ 
mit  the  fafety  of  the  army  con¬ 
fided  to  me,  or  the  reputation  of 
his  majefty’s  arms.  It  was  an  addi¬ 
tional  fatisfa&ion  to  me  to  find  that 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Generals  of  this  army, 
whom  I  thought  it  right  to  con- 
fult,  more  out  of  refpeft  to  them 
than  I  thought  a  doubt  could  be 
entertained  on  the  fubjeft,  con¬ 
curred  entirely  in  the  fentiments 
I  have  fubmitted  to  your  lordftiip. 

I  am  concerned  to  fay  that  the 
effedl  of  the  climate  at  this  un¬ 
healthy  period  of  the  year  is  felt 
moft  ferioufly,  and  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fick  already  is  little  Ihort 
of  3000  men. — It  is  my  intention 
to  withdraw  gradually  from  the 
advanced  pofition  in  this  iftand, 
and,  fending  into  Walcheren  fuch 
an  additional  force  as  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  fecure  that  important 
pofleffion,  to  embark  the  remainder 
of  the  troops,  and  to  hold  them  in 
readinefs  to  await  his  majefty’s 
further  commands,  which  I  (hall 
moft  anxioufiy  expert. 

(S  Chatham.’’ 

[The  copy  of  a  dispatch  from 
Sir  R.  Strachan,  dated  on  board 
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the  St.  Domingo  off  Bathz,  the 
27th  ult.  follows.  The  rear-admi¬ 
ral  Hates,  that  having  made  the 
neceflary  naval  arrangements  for 
landing  the  army  near  Santfieet 
without  hearing  from  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham,  he  communicated  with  his 
lordfhip  on  the  24th,  and  found 
him  undecided.  On  the  26th  he 
attended,  with  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
R.  Keates,  .a  meeting  of  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Generals  of  the  army,  when, 
for  the  reafons  already  Hated  in 
Lord  Chatham’s  difpatch,  the  ul¬ 
terior  objedts  of  the  expedition 
were  abandoned.  Having  offered 
every  naval  affiHance  in  reducing 
the  fortreffes,  and  conceiving  the 
fubjedfc  of  the  deliberation  to  be 
purely  military,  he  withdrew  with 
Sir  R.  Keates.  The  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  then  ftates,  that  the  enemy’s 
{hips,  which  were  five  miles  above 
Antwerp,  have  come  down,  and 
are  extended  in  a  line  fronting  it, 
except  two  of  the  line,  which  are 
an  the  reach  above  Liefkenfhoeik, 
and  four  frigates  gone  to  Lillo, 
An  immenfe  number  of  fmall  gun¬ 
boats  are  on  the  boom,  behind  them 
a  crefcent  of  60  gun  and  mortar- 
brigs;  and  the  battery  of  10  guns, 
between  forts  Liilo  and  Hendrich, 
is  finifhed,  though  that  on  the 
Doel  fide  is  abandoned.] 


Downing-Street,  Sept.  7. 
Dj patches y  of  which  the  following 
are  copies  and  extradsy  were  this 
day  received. 

“  Truxilloy  Aug.  20. 

<f  My  Lord, 

i(  1  wrote  fome  days  ago  a  let, 
ter  to  the  French  commander-in¬ 
chief,  which  1  fent  to  him  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Walters,  to  requefl: 


his  care  and  attention  to  the  wound¬ 
ed  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
Britifh  army,  who  had  fallen  into 
his  hands,  in  return  for  the  care  and 
attention  which  I  had  paid  to  the 
French  officers  and  foldiers  who 
had  fallen  into  my  hands  at  differ¬ 
ent  times  ;  and  that  he  would 
allow  money  to  be  fent  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  ;  and  that  officers,  who  (hould 
not  be  deemed  prifoners  of  war, 
might  he  fent  to  fuperintend  and 
take  care  of  the  foldiers,  till  they 
fhould  recover  from  their  wounds, 
when  the  officers  (hould  be  fent  to 
join  the  Britifh  army.  I  received 
a  very  civil  anfwer  from  Marfhal 
Mortier,  promifing  that  every  care 
fhould  be  taken,  and  every  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  the  Britifh  officers  and 
foldiers  who  were  wounded ;  but 
Hating,  that  he  could  not  anfwer 
upon  the  other  demands  contained 
in  my  letter,  having  been  obliged 
to  refer  them  to  the  commander- 
in-chief.  Since  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  Mr.  Dillon,  the  affiflant- 
commiffary  has  arrived  from  Tala- 
vera,  having  been  taken  prifoner 
near  Cevolla  on  the  27th  of  J«iy. 
previous  to  the  a&ion,  and  having 
been  allowed  to  come  away.  He 
reports  that  the  Britifh  officers 
and  foldiers  who  are  wounded  are 
doing  remarkably  well,  and  are 
well  fed  and  taken  care  of;  indeed, 
he  fays,  preferable  to  the  French 
troops.  I  propofe  to  fend  Colonel 
Walters  with  another  flag  of  truce 
to-morrow  morning,  and  a  letter 
to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
French  army,  requelting  that  a  fum 
of  money  which  I  fhall  fend  may 
be  given  to  the  officers  ;  and  1 
fhall  endeavour  to  eHablifh  a  car¬ 
tel  pf  exchange  as  foon  as  poflible. 

■  (  A.  Wellesll v, ’* 

Truxilloy 
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Truxilloy  A  tig,  21. 

€(  My  Lord, 

{(  When  I  marched  from  Taia¬ 
vera  on  the  3d  inftant,  with  a  view 
to  oppofe  the  French  corps  which 
we  had  heard  had  pafled  through 
the  Puerto  de  Banos,  and  had 
arrived  at  Placentia,  Sir  Robert 
Wilfon  was  detached  upon  the  left 
of  the  army  towards  Efcalona  ;  and 
before  I  marched  on  that  morning, 

I  put  him  in  communication  with 
the  Spanifh  general  Cuefta,  who, 
it  had  bee®  fettled,  was  to  remain 
at  Taiavera.  I  underftood  that 
General  Cuefta  put  Sir  Robert  in 
communication  with  his  advanced 
guard,  which  retired  from  Taia¬ 
vera  on  the  night  of  the  4th.  Sir 
R.  Wilfon,  however,  did  not 
arrive  at  Valada  till  the  night  of 
the  4th,  having  made  a  long  march 
through  the  mountains ;  and  as  he 
was.  then  fix  leagues  from  the 
bridge  of  Arco  Rifpo,  and  had  to 
crofs  the  high  road  from  Oropefa 
to  Taiavera,.  of  which  the  enemy 
was  in  poftefiion,  he  conceived  that 
he  was  too  late  to  retire  to  Arco 
Bifpo,  and  he  determined  to  move 
by  VentaSt.  Julien  and  Centinello 
towards  the  Tietar,  and  acrofs  that 
river  towards  the  mountains  which 
feparate  Caftile  from  Eftremadura. 
Some  of  Sir  R.  Wilfon’s  difpatches 
having  miffed  me,  I  am  not  aware 
by  which  of  the  paffes  he  went 
through  the  mountains,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  by  Tornavacas.  He  arrived, 
however,  at  Banos  on  the  11th, 
and  on  the  1  2th  was  attacked  and 
defeated  by  the  French  corps  of 
Marfhal  Ney,  which,  with  that  of 
Soulf,  returned  to  Placentia  on  the 
9th,  10-rb,  and  1  ith,  that  of  Ney 
having  fince  gone  ora  towards 
Salamanca.  I  inclofe  Sir  R.  Wil- 
fon’s  account  of  the  aft  ion.  He 


has  been  very  aftive,  intelligent, 
and  ufcful  in  the  command  of  the 
Portuguefe  and  Spanilh  corps  with 
which  he  was  detached  from  this 
army.  Before  the  battle  of  the 
28th  of  July,  he  had  pulhed  his 
parties  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  with  which  city  he  was  in 
communication  ;  and  he  would 
have  been  in  Madrid,  if  I  had  not 
thought  it  proper  to  call  him  in, 
in  expectation  of  that  general 
aftion  which  took  place  on  the 
28th  of  July*  He  afterwards 
alarmed  the  enemy  on  the  right  of 
his  army ;  and,  throughout  the 
fervice,  fhowed  himfelf  to  be  an 
aCtive  and  intelligent  partifao, 
well  acquainted  with  the  country 
in  which  he  was  aCting,  and  poifeff- 
ing  the  confidence  of  the  troops 
which  he  commanded.  Being  per- 
fuaded  that  his  retreat  was  not 
.  open  by  Arco  Bifpo,  he  afted  right 
in  taking  the  road  he  did,  with 
which  he  was  well  acquainted  ;  and 
although  unfuccefsful  in  the  aftion 
which  he  fought,  (which  may  be 
well  accounted  for,  by  the  fuperior 
numbers  and  defcriptions  of  the 
enemy’s  troops,)  the  aftion,  in  my 
opinion,  does  him  great  credit. 

i(  A.  Wellesley.** 


( c  Miranda  de  Cajienary  Aug,  1 
“  Sir, 

(c  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  rhat  I  vyas  on  march  yefter- 
day  morning  on  the  road  of  Gre- 
nadelia  from  Aldea  Ne.uva,  to 
rcftore  my  communication  with  the 
allied  army,  when  a  peafant  a  fibred 
us,  that  a  con  fide  rable  quantity  of 
draft  which  we  perceived  in  the 
road  of  Placentia  proceeded  from 
the  march  of  a  body  of  the  enemy* 
1  immediately  returned  and  took 
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poft  in  front  of  Banos,  with  my 
piquets  in  advance  of  Aldea  Neuva, 
fele&ing  fuch  points  for  defence  as 
the  exigency  of  the  time  permitted. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  advanced  on 
the  high  road,  and  drove  back  my 
fmall  cavalry  polls  ;  but  a  piquet 
of  Spanifh  infantry,  which  I  had 
concealed,  poured  in  on  the  cavalry 
a  fteady  and  v/ell- directed  fire, 
that  killed  and  wounded  many  of 
them.  The  200  Spanifh  infantry 
in  advance  of  Aldea  Neuva  con¬ 
tinued,  under  the  diredlion  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Grant  and  their  officers,  to 
maintain  their  ground  moft  gal¬ 
lantly,  until  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  chaffeurs  a  cheval,  in  confider- 
able  bodies,  appeared  on  both 
flanks ;  when  they  were  obliged  to 
retreat.  The  enemy's  chaffeurs 
a  cheval  and  cavalry  advanced  in 
great  numbers  in  every  direction, 
and  pufhed  to  cut  off  the  legion 
polled  between  Aldea  Neuva  and 
Banos ;  but  by  the  fteady  conduct 
of  officers  and  men,  the  enemy 
could  only  advance  gradually,  and 
with  a  very  fevere  lofs  from  the 
commanding  fire  thrown  on  them. 
The  Merida  battalion,  however, 
having  given  way  on  the  right,  a 
road  was  laid  open,  which  cut  be¬ 
hind  our  pofition,  and  I  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  order  a  retreat  on  the 
heights  above  Banos,  when  I  was 
again  neceffitated  to  detach  a  corps, 
in  order  to  fcour  the  road  of  Monte 
Major,  by  which  1  faw  the  enemy 
directing  a  column,  and  which 
road  turned  altogether  the  Puerto 
de  Banos,  a  league  in  our  rear. 
At  this  time,  Don  Carlos  Marquis 
de  Eftrague  came  up  with  his  bat¬ 
talion  of  light  infantry,  and  in  the 
moft  gallant  manner  took  poft 
along  the  heights  commanding  the 
road  of  Banos,  which  enabled  me 


to  fend  fome  of  the  Merida  bat¬ 
talion  on  the  mountain  on  our  left 
commanding  the  main  road,  and 
which  the  enemy  had  tried  to  af- 
cend.  The  battalion  of  light  in¬ 
fantry,  the  detachment  of  the  legion 
on  its  right,  continued,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  enemy's  fire  of  artil¬ 
lery  and  mufketry,  to  maintain 
their  ground  ;  but,  at  fix  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  three  columns  of 
enemy  mounted  the  heights  on  our 
left,  gained  it,  and  poured  fuch  a 
fire  on  the  troops  below,  that  lon¬ 
ger  defence  was  impra&icable,  and 
the  whole  was  obliged  to  retire  on 
the  mountains  on  our  left,  leaving 
open  the  main  road,  along  which  a 
confiderable  column  of  cavalry  im¬ 
mediately  poured.  The  battalion 
of  Seville  had  been  left  at  Bejar 
with  orders  to  follow  me  next  day  5 
but  when  I  was  obliged  to  return, 
and  the  adlion  commenced,  I  order¬ 
ed  it  to  Puerto  Banos,  to  watch 
the  Monte  Major  road,  and  the 
heights  in  the  rear  of  our  left. 
When  the  enemy's  cavalry  came 
near,  an  officer  and  fome  dragoons 
called  out  to  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  to  furrender ;  but  a  volley 
killed  him  and  his  party,  and  then 
the  battalion  proceeded  to  mount 
the  heights,  in  which  movement  it 
was  attacked  and  furrounded  by  a 
column  of  cavalry  and  a  column  of 
infantry,  but  cut  its  way  and  clear¬ 
ed  itfelf,  killing  a  great  many  of 
the  enemy,  efpecially  of  his  cavalry. 
The  enemy  is  now  paffing  to  Sala¬ 
manca  with  great  expedition.  I 
lament  that  I  could  no  longer  arreft 
his  progrefs ;  but  when  the  enor¬ 
mous  fuperiority  of  the  enemy's 
force  is  confidered,  and  that  we 
had  no  artillery,  and  that  the 
Puerto  de  Banos  on  the  Eftrema- 
duran  fide  is  not  a  pafs  of  fuch 
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ftrength  as  onjthe  fide  of  Caftile, 
efpecially  without  guns,  I  hope 
that  a  refiftance  for  nine  hours, 
which  mult  have  coft  the  enemy  a 
great  many  men,  will  not  be 
deemed  inadequate  to  our  means. 

1  have  ^acknowledge  the  fervi- 
ces  rendered  me  on  this  occafion  by 
Colonel  Grant,  Major  Reiman, 
Don  Fermen  Marquis,  adjutant- 
major  of  the  dragoons  of  Pavia, 
Captain  Charles  and  Mr.  Bolman  ; 
and  to  exprefs  the  greateft  appro¬ 
bation  of  two  companies  of  the 
Merida  battalions  advanced  in 
front,  and  of  the  commanding 
officer  and  foldiery  of  the  battali¬ 
ons  of  Seville  and  the  Portuguefe 
brigade.  1  have  already  noticed 
the  diftinguilhed  conduct  of  Don 
Carlos,  and  his  battalion  merits 
the  higheft  encomiums.  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  colledt  the 
returns  of  our  lofs.  From  the 
nature  of  mountain  warfare,  many 
men  are  miffing  who  cannot  join 
for  a  day  or  two  ;  but  I  believe 
the  enemy  will  only  have  to  boaft 
that  he  has  achieved  his  palfage, 
and  his  killed  and  wounded  will 
be  a  great  diminution  of  his  vic¬ 
tory. 

<£  Robert  Wilson.” 

S(  Sir  Arthur  Wellejley 


“  Truxillo ,  Aug.  2  1,  1809. 

t(  General  Cuefta  moved  his 
head-quarters  from  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  bridge  of  Arzo  Bifpo 
on  the  night  of  the  7th  inftant,  to 
Peraleca  de  Garbin,  leaving  an  ad¬ 
vanced-guard,  confiding  fof  two 
divifions  of  infantry,  and  the 
Duke  D’Albuquerque’s  divifion  of 
cavalry,  for  the  defence  of  the 
paflage  of  the  Tagus  at  this  point. 


<c  The  French  cavalry  paffed 
the  Tagus  at  a  ford  immediately 
above  the  bridge,  at  half-paft  one 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  and 
furprifed  this  advanced-guard, 
which  retired,  leaving  behind  them 
all  their  cannon,  as  well  as  thofe 
in  the  batteries  conftru&ed  for  the 
defence  of  the  bridge. 

t(  The  general  then  moved  his 
head-quarters  to  the  Mefa  dTbor 
on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  having 
his  advanced-guard  at  Bohoral. 
He  refigned  the  command  of  the 
army  on  the  1 2th,  (on  account  of 
the  bad  ftate  of  his  health)  which 
has  devolved  upon  General  Equia. 
The  head-quarters  of  the  Spanilh 
army  are  now  at  Deleytofa. 

i(  It  appears  that  a  detachment 
of  Vanegas’s  army  had  fome  fuc- 
cefs  againft  the  enemy,  in  an  at¬ 
tack  made  upon  it  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Aranjuez,  on  the  5th 
inftant.  General  Vanegas  was  then 
at  Ocana,  and  he  had  determined 
to  retire  towards  the  Sierra  Mo- 
rena  ;  and  after  the  5th,  he  had 
moved  in  that  direction.  He  re¬ 
turned,  however,  towards  Toledo, 
with  an  intention  of  attacking  the 
enemy  on  the  12th,  but  on  the 
nth  the  enemy  attacked  him  with 
Sebaftiani’s  corps,  and  two  divi¬ 
fions  of  Vigor's  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Almonacid.  The  acfion 
appears  to  have  lafted  fome  hours, 
but  the  French  having  at  laft  gain¬ 
ed  an  advantage  on  General  Vane- 
gas’s  left,  he  was  obliged  to  retire, 
and  was  about  to  refume  his 
pofition  in  the  Sierra  Morena. 

“  On  the  9th,  ioth,  and  nth, 
large  detachments  of  the  French 
troops  which  had  come  from  Pla¬ 
centia,  returned  to  that  quarter, 
and  on  the  12th,  they  attacked 
and  defeated  Sir  Robert  Wilfon  in 
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the  Puerto  de  Banos,  on  their  re- 
turn  to  Salamanca. 

((  It  appears  no w  that  *  the 
French  force  in  this  part  of  Spain 
is  diftributed  as  follows  : — Mar- 
fhal  Vidor’s  corps  is  divided  be¬ 
tween  Talavera  and  La  Mancha  ; 
Sebaftiani’s  is  in  La  Mancha; 
Marfhal  Mortier’s  at  Oropefa, 
Arzo  Bifpo9  and  Navalmoral ; 
Marlhal  Soult’s  at  Placentia  ;  and 
Marlhal  Ney’s  at  Salamanca. 

<(  Diftrefs  for  want  of  provifi- 
ons,  and  its  effeds,  have  at  laft 
obliged  me  to  move  towards  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal,  in  order  to 
refrefh  my  troops.  In  my  former 
difpatches  I  have  informed  your 
lordlhip  of  our  diftrefs  for  want  of 
proviftons  and  the  means  of  tranf- 
port.  Thofe  wants,  which  were 
the  ftrft  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  many 
advantages  after  the  226.  of  July, 
which  were  made  known  to  the 
government,  and  were  adually 
known  to  them  on  the  20th  of  laft 
month,  ftill  exift  in  an  aggravated 
degree,  and  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ces  I  determined  to  break  up  on 
the  20th  from  Jaraicejo,  where  I 
had  had  my  head-quarters  fmce  the 
nth,  with  the  advanced  pofts  on 
the  Tagus  near  the  bridge  of  Al- 
maraz,  and  to  fall  back  upon  the 
frontier  of  Portugal,  where  I  hope 
1  (hall  be  fupplied  with  every  thing 
I  want.” 


The  London  Gazette  of  Tuef- 
day,  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  contains 
fome  further  difpatches  from  Flufh- 
ing,  though  of  no  important  nature. 
They  contain  a  return  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Flufbing,  which  amounted 
to  200  officers,  4985  rank  and  file, 
and  61 S  fick.  Total  5803. — The 
whole  force  oppofed  to  ours  on  the 


iiland  was  upwards  of  9000  men., 
This  greatly  exceeds  the  eftimate 
in  the  former  difpatches. 

Saturday’s  London  Gazette. 

Foreign  Office ,  Nov,  II,  I  809. 

A  Letter ,  of  which  the  following  ii 
an  ExtraSiy  was  this  Day  received 
by  Earl  Bathurf ,  his  Majefly's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Affairs ,  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Carrol^  dated  Army  of 
the  Lefty  Camp  on  the  Heights  of 
Tamames,  Oct.  19,  1809. 

se  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  army  of  Marfhal 
Ney,  now  commanded  by  General 
Marchant,  advanced  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  yefterday,  in  force  ten  thou- 
fand  infantry  and  one  thoufand  two- 
hundred  cavalry,  with  fourteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  to  attack  this 
army,  which  was  moft  judicioufiy 
polled  on  thefe  heights. 

if  The  enemy  divided  his  force 
into  three  columns,  which  ad¬ 
vanced  againft  the  right,  centre* 
and  left  of  our  line ;  it  loon  be¬ 
came  evident  that  the  principal 
objefr  of  his  attack  was  to  force 
and  turn  our  left,  it  being  the 
point  in  which  our  pofition  was 
weakeft. 

“  The  enemy,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement,  gained  fome  advan¬ 
tage  of  pofition  on  our  left,  in 
confequence  of  the  retreat  of  a 
fmall  party  of  our  cavalry,  def- 
tined  to  cover  the  left  of  our  line. 
This  fuccefs,  however,  was  mo¬ 
mentary,  as  the  vanguard,  led  on 
by  Generals  Mendizabal  and 
Carrera,  charged  with  the  greateft 
fpirit  and  gallantry,  routed  the 
enemy,  and  retook,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  fix  guns,  of  which 
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the  enemy  polTeffed  himfelf  during 
the  retreat  of  the  divifion  of  our 
cavalry.  The  vanguard  in  this 
charge  committed  great  daughter 
among  ft  the  enemy,  taking  from 
them  one  eight-pound  gun,  with 
a  quantity  of  ammunition.  After 
a  long  and  obftinate  conteft,  the 
enemy,  being  unable  to  gain  a 
foot  of  ground,  began  to  give 
way  in  ail  points.  About  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy 
betook  himfelf  to  a  precipitate  and 
diforderly  flight. 

“  The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  as  far 
as  we  have  been  yet  able  to  afeer- 
tain,  exceeds  one  thoufand,  in 
killed  and  prifoners.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  the  wounded  muff  be  very 
confiderable. 

(<  Our  lofs  has  been  compara¬ 
tively  very  trifling,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  :  one  imperial  eagle, 
one  eight  pounder  brafs  gun,  three 
ammunition  waggons,  twelve 
drums,  with  four  or  five  thoufand 
Hand  of  arms,  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  ball  cartridges,  carts  of 
provifions,  and  knapfacks  loaded 
with  plunder,  fell  into  our  hands. 

((  No  language  can  do  fufficient 
juftice  to  the  gallant  and  intrepid 
conduft  of  the  troops  on  this  me¬ 
morable  day  ;  it  would  be  impof- 
lible  to  make  any  diftin&ion  in 
the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  corps,  for  all  equally  panted 
for  the  conteft.  The  vanguard 
and  firft  divifion,  however,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  occupy  thofe 
points  againft  which  the  enemy 
dire&ed  his  principal  efforts,  and 
to  add  frefh  laurels  to  the  wreath 
they  had  acquired  in  Lugo,  St* 
jago,  and  San  Payo. 

i(  The  fteady  intrepidity  dis¬ 
played  by  the  fecond  divifion, 
through  whofe  ranks  the  party  of 
Vol»  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


retreating  cavalry  pafled,  and  the 
fpirit  and  promptnefs  with  which 
it  pufhed  forward  againft  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  had  at  that  moment 
turned  our  left,  is  deferving  of 
the  higheft  approbation. 

“  The  entire  of  the  cavalry, 
with  the  exception  of  the  party 
attached  to  the  vanguard,  about 
three  hundred,  who,  from  being 
overpowered,  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat,  evinced  the  greateft  fteadi- 
nefs  and  refolution  in  maintaining 
the  poll  allotted  them,  and  keeping 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  check. 

<(  It  is,  however,  to  be  lament¬ 
ed  that  our  cavalry  did  not  find 
themfelves  in  a  fituation  to  enable 
them  to  take  advantage  of  the 
enemy’s  diforderly  flight  acrofs 
the  plain  between  thefe  heights 
and  the  village  of  Carrafcalejo,  a 
league  in  extent ;  for  had  five  or 
fix  hundred  horfe  charged  the  fu¬ 
gitives,  the  vidlory  would  have 
been  moft  decifive. 

i(  The  vanguard  of  General  Bal- 
lafteros’s  divifion  is  in  fight ;  we 
only  wait  his  arrival  to  purfue, 
and  annihilate  the  difeomfited 
enemy. 

“  From  prifoners  we  learn  that 
General  Marchant  proclaimed  at 
Salamanca  his  intention  of  annihi¬ 
lating,  by  two  o’clock  on  the 
1 8th,  thirty  thoufand  peafant  in- 
furgents  :  his  orders  to  his  army 
were,  on  pain  of  death,  to  poflefs 
itfelf  of  the  heights  by  twelve 
o’clock,  as  he  propofed  proceeding 
to  deftroy  Ballafteros’s  divifion, 
after  having  difperfed  and  annihi¬ 
lated  this  army. 

i(  The  French  general  certainly 
appears  to  have  held  this  army 
very  cheap  ;  judging  from  his  plan 
of  attack,  which  was  far  from 
judicious,  but  executed,  to  a  cer* 
ies.  [M  m]  tain 
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tain  point,  with  the  greateft  bra¬ 
very,  and  with  that  intrepidity 
which  the  confidence  of  fuccefs  in- 
fpires. 

((  Our  light  troops  purfued, 
and  hung  on  the  enemy's  rear; 
feveral  parties  of  which,  amongft 
■whom  were  200  of  the  regiment 
of  Balbaflro,  have  not  returned  as 
yet,  having  expreffed  a  determi¬ 
nation  of  hanging  on  the  enemy's 
flanks  as  long  as  the  cover  of  the 
woods  afforded  a  facility  of  fo 
doing.  The  number  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  dead  already  found  and  bu¬ 
ried  amounts  to  upwards  of  1 100. 
Several,  no  doubt,  will  be  found 
in  the  woods,” 


London  Gazette  Extraordinary,—-* 
Wednefday.  Nov.  29. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Nov.  29,  1809. 
fhe  Hon,  Lieutenant  William  WaL 
degrave ,  of  the  Ville  de  Laris , 
arrived  here  this  Morning  with 
Df patches  from  Vice-Admiral 
Lord  Collin^wood,  Commander  i?i 
Chief  sf  his  Majefly’s  Ships  and 
Veffiels  in  the  Mediterranean ,  ad- 
dr  effied  to  the  Hon.  William  Wel- 
lejley  Pole,  of  which  the  following 
are  Copies  : — - 

(S  Ville  de  Paris ,  off  St.  Sehaf- 
tian ,  Qftober  30,  1809. 

«  Sir, 

<e  By  my  letter  of  the  1 6th 
September,  their  lordfhips  would 
be  informed  of  the  intelligence  I 
had  received  relative  to  the  in¬ 
tended  movements  of  the  French 
fquadron,  and  of  my  reafons  for 
changing  my  flation  to  St.  Sebaf- 
tian. 

f(  While  on  this  flation,  on  the 
night  of  the  2  2d  inflant,  the  Po¬ 
mone  joined,  and  Captain  Barrie 
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(who  with  indefatigable  perfeve- 
rance  had,  with  the  Alcefle, 
watched  the  port  of  Toulon)  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  the  day  before, 
feveral  of  the  enemy's  fquadron 
had  put  to  fea,  that  others  were 
coming  out  when  he  left  them, 
and  that  there  was  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  whole  fleet  being  on 
the  move  from  the  harbour.  They 
had  a  numerous  convoy  with  them, 
and  as  this  movement  was  made 
with  the  firfl  of  an  eaflerly  wind, 
there  was  little  doubt  of  their 
being  bound  to  the  weflward.  I 
immediately  made  the  neceffary 
fignals  for  the  fquadron  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  their  reception,  and 
placed  the  three  frigates  and  floop 
(Pomone,  Hydra,  Volojitaire,  and 
Minflrel)  to  windward,  to  give  no-* 
tice  of  the  enemy’s  approach. 

“  On  the  following  morning 
(the  23d)  foon  after  eight  o’clock, 
the  Volontaire  made  the  fignal  for 
a  fleet  to  the  eaflward ;  while 
they  continued  to  come  down  be¬ 
fore  the  wind,  no  alteration  was 
made  in  the  fquadron,  except  by 
advancing  two  faff-failing  fhips, 
the  Tigre  and  Bulwark.  At  ten, 
the  Pomone  made  the  fignal,  that 
the  enemy  had  hauled  to  the  wind, 
and  the  convoy  feparating  from 
the  fhips  of  war  (which  were  now 
difcovered  to  confift  of  three  fhips 
of  the  line  only,  two  frigates,  two 
fmaller  frigates,  or  ftore-fhips, 
and  a  convoy  of  about  twenty 
fail  of  veiTels,)  I  ordered  Rear- 
Admiral  Martin  to  chafe  them, 
and  eight  of  the  belt  failing  {hips, 
which  Handing  on  contrary  tacks, 
might  take  advantage  of  the 
changes  of  the  wind  which  was 
then  variable. 

(i  At  two  P.  M.  the  Pomone 
having  got  far  to  windward,  was 
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<5i  reeled  by  fignal  to  deftroy  fuch 
of  the  convoy  as  could  be  come 
up  with  ;  and  in  the  evening  {lie 
burnt  two  brigs,  two  bombards, 
and  a  ketch.  The  enemy  before 
dark  was  out  of  fight,  and  the 
fhips  chafing  not  much  advanced, 
were  {landing  to  the  northward  ; 
while  the  fquadron  with  me 
liretched  to  the  Southward.  The 
next  morning  neither  I  he  French 
nor  our  own  chafing  foips  were  in 
fighd 

i(  This  morning  Rear-Admiral 

o 

Martin  joined  with  his  divifion, 
as  named  in  the  margin  *,  having 
again  fallen  in  with  the  enemy  on 
■the  24th,  off  the  entrance  of  the 
Rhone,  and  on  the  25th  they 
chafed  them  on  fhore  ;  the  Rob  uti, 
of  84  guns,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Rear-Admiral  Boudain,  and  the 
Leon,  of  74,  off  Frontignan, 
where  the  day  following  them- 
felves  fet  fire  to  them.  The 
Boree,  of  74  guns,  and  a  frigate 
ran  on  fiiore  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Port  of  Cette,  where  there  is 
little  probability  of  either  of  them 
being  fayed. 

“  I  cannot  fufficientiy  exprefs 
the  high  fatisfadiion  I  have  felt  at 
the  intrepid  perfevcrance  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Martin,  and  of  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  fliips  who  were  with 
him  in  the  purfuit.  Nothing  lefs 
ardent,  or  lefs  fkilful,  would  have 
produced  a  refult  fo  fortunate, 
where  the  coaft  near  the  Rhone 
is  exceedingly  fhoal  and  dangerous, 
fo  that  fome  of  the  foips  were  in 
five  and  fix  fathom  water,  the 
weather  thick,  and  the  fbuth-eaft 
-wind  blowing  llrong. 

‘  ‘  I  enclofe  to  you,  Sir,  Rear- 
admiral  Martin's  letter  ;  and  beg 
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to  congratulate  their  lordfoips  on 
three  great  lhips  of  the  enemy 
being  thus  deilroyed,  without  the 
final  left:  re  fill  a  nee  on  their  part,  or 
a  foot  being  fired  by  the  Britifo 
fhips,  except  a  few  by  the  Tigre 
at  the  Boree,  when  foe  was  pufh- 
ing  afoore  at  Cette  :  of  their  two 
frigates,  the  Pomone  and  Pauline, 
one  hauled  her  wind  fome  time  in 
the  night,  and  fetched  into  Mar- 
fei lies  Roads. 

The  other  part  of  the  French 
fquadron  are  found  to  remain  in 
Toulon  by  the  fliips  which  have 
fince  examined  that  port. 

(i  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  “  Colling  wood.5’ 

6(  Canopus  at  Sea ,  Q£l.  27,  1809. 

44  My  Lord, 

iS  In  obedience  to  the  fignal 
for  the  Canopus  to  chafe  E.  N.  E, 
I  Hood  that  way  the -whole  of  the 
night  of  the  23d,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  in  company  with  the 
Renown,  Tigre,  Sultan,  Levia¬ 
than,  and  Cumberland  ;  in  the 
evening  four  fail  were  feen,  to 
which  we  immediately  gave  chafe, 
and  purfued  them  till  alter  dark  ; 
when,  from  llioal  water,  and  the 
wind  being  direct  on  the  foore, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Rhone, 
it  became  neceffary  to  keep  to  the 
wind  during  the  night.  The  fob 
lowing  morning,  the  25th,  the 
fame  {hips  were  again  Ren,  and 
chafed  between  Cette  and  Fro n tig- 
nan,  where  they  ran  on  fhore. 
Two  of  them  (an  80  gun  fhip, 
bearing  a  rear-admiral's  flag,  and 
a  feverny-four)  at  the  latter  place, 
and  one  fhip  of  the  line  and  a 
frigate  at  the  former.  From  the 
fooal  water  and  intricacy  01  the 
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navigation,  it  was  impoffible  to 
get  clofe  enough  to  the  enemy’s 
two  line  of  battle  fhips  near  Fron- 
tignan,  to  attack  them  when  on 
fhore ;  for  in  attempting  to  do  fo, 
one  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  was 
under  five  fathoms  water,  and 
another  in  lefs  than  fix.  On  the 
26th,  I  fent  the  boats  to  found, 
meaning,  if  poflible,  to  buoy  the 
channel  (if  any'  had  been  found)  by 
which  the  enemy’s  fhips  could  be 
attacked  ;  but  at  night  we  had 
the  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  them  fet  on 
fire. 

t(  From  the  circumfiances  under 
which  the  fhip  and  frigate  ran  on 
fhore  at  the  entrance  of  the  port 
of  Cette,  I  have  little  doubt  the 
former  will  be  loft  ;  and  the  fri¬ 
gate  muft  certainly  have  received 
confiderable  damage  ;  but  they 
cannot  be  got  at  on  account  of  the 
batteries. 

t(  Your  lordfhip  muft  be  well 
aware  that  nothing  but  the  great 
prefs  of  fail  carried  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fhips,  and  the  good  look 
out  kept,  could  have  enabled  them 
to  clofe  with  thofe  of  the  enemy 
from  the  diftance  they  were  at  the 
/  time  they  commenced  the  chafe. 
i(  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  i(  G.  Martin. 

Si  Vice-Admiral  Lord  Colling<woods 

Commander  in  Chiefs  &c.  &c.9’ 

il  V ille  de  Paris ,  off  Rofas  f 
November  1,  1809. 

u  Sir, 

t(  When  the  enemy’s  convoy 
was  chafed  on  the  23d  ultimo, 
their  tranfports  feparated  from  the 
fhips  of  war,  and,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  an  armed  ftore-fhip,  two 
bombards,  and  a  zebec,  made  for 


the  Bay  of  Rofas.  When  the 
fhips  of  war  were  difpofed  of,  as 
related  in  my  letter  of  yefterday, 
the  convoy  became  the  objeCt  of 
my  attention,  and  on  the  29th  the 
Apollo  was  fent  off  Rofas  to  ex¬ 
amine  what  veftels  were  there,  and 
how  far  they  were  in  a  fituation 
afla  liable. 

tf  The  next  day  I  appointed  the 
fhips,  as  per  margin  *,  for  this 
fervice,  under  the  orders  of  Cap* 
tain  Hallowell  to  bring  them  out 
if  the  wind  was  favourable,  or 
otherwife  to  deftroy  them.  The 
ftate  of  the  wind  and  fea  would  not 
permit  this  operation  until  laft 
night,  when,  after  dark,  the  fhips 
bore  up  for  the  bay,  and  anchored 
about  five  miles  from  the  caftle  of 
Rofas,  under  the  protection  of 
which  caftle,  of  Trinity  fort,  and 
of  feveral  other  newly  ereCted  bau 
teries,  the  convoy,  confuting  of 
eleven  veftels,  five  of  them  armed, 
as  per  accompanying  lift,  were 
moored, 

i(  The  boats  being  arranged  in 
feparate  divifions,  the  whole  were 
put  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
Tailour,  Firft  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tigre,  and  proceeded  to  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  enemy,  who,  although 
he  could  have  had  no  previous  in¬ 
timation  of  fuch  an  enterprife 
againft  him,  was  found  vigilant 
and  completely  on  his  guard.  The 
{hip,  which  was  a  fmaller  fort  of 
frigate,  was  inclofed  in  boarding 
nettings,  and  a  gun-boat  advanced 
a-head  of  her  for  the  look  out  ; 
on  being  hailed,  and  the  alarm-gun 
fired,  our  boats  ftretched  our,  the 
crews  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  ani¬ 
mation  filling  the  air  with  their 

cheers;  each  divifion  took  the 
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part  previously  allotted  to  it,  the 
armed  Ship  was  boarded  at  all 
points,  and  carried  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  notwithstanding  a  fpirited 
and  Sturdy  refinance  which  the 
enemy  made  :  all  their  armed 
veSTels  were  well  defended,  but 
the  Britifh  feamen  and  marines, 
determined  to  fubdue  them,  were 
not  to  be  repelled,  even  by  a  force 
found  to  be  double  that  which 
was  expe&ed  ;  and  beSides  the  op¬ 
position  made  by  the  veSTels,  the 
guns  from  the  caftle,  the  forts  in 
the  bay,  the  gun-boats,  and  muf- 
ketry  from  the  beach,  kept  a  con¬ 
stant  fire  on  them.  On  the  open¬ 
ing  of  day  every  Ship  or  veSTel 
was  either  burnt  or  brought  off, 
aided  by  the  light  winds  which 
then  came  from  the  land,  and  the 
whole  of  the  convoy  that  came 
from  Tou]on  for  the  fupply  of 
the  French  army  in  Spain,  has 
been  destroyed,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  frigate,  which  efcaped 
to  Marfeilles,  and  one  Store-Ship, 
not  fince  heard  of. 

tf  I  cannot  conclude  this  nar¬ 
rative  without  an  expreflion  of 
the  Sentiment  which  the  execution 
of  this  bold  enterprize  has  infpired 
me  with,  and  the  refpeft  and  ad¬ 
miration  I  feel  for  thofe  who  per¬ 
formed  it. 

“  In  the  firSt  place,  fuccefs 
greatly  depended  upon  the  pre¬ 
vious  arrangement  which  was  made 
by  Captain  Hallowell  with  a  judg¬ 
ment  and  forefight  that  diftin- 
guifhes  that  officer  in  every  fer- 
vice  he  is  employed  on :  the 
divifion  of  the  boats,  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  fire  materials,  and  pro¬ 
viding  them  with  every  implement 
that  contingency  could  require, 
eftablifhed  confidence  throughout 
the  whole ;  and  in  this  he  was 


ably  affifted  by  the  experience  and 
zeal  of  Captains  Wodehoufe,  Sul¬ 
len,  Taylor,  and  Hope.  The 
brigs  were  under  fail,  as  near  the 
veSTels  attacked  as  the  light  winds 
would  allow,  and  Captain  Hallo- 
well  fpeaks  in  high  terms  of  praife 
of  the  conduCT  of  their  com¬ 
manders,  Crawley,  Raitt,  and 
Wilfon.  The  firft  Lieutenant 
Taiiour  led  to  the  aSTault  in  a 
moft  gallant  manner,  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  other  bfficers,  as  if 
each  were  ambitious  of  his  place, 
and  defired  to  be  firft  ;  the  whole 
party  bravely  maintained  the  cha¬ 
racter  which  British  feamen  have 
established  for  themfelves. 

C(  I  am  forry  I  have  to  add, 
that  the  lofs  has  been  considerable, 
of  which  I  enclofe  a  lift.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Tait,  of  the  Voiontaire,  an 
excellent  and  brave  young  officer, 
and  Mr.  Caldwell,  mafter’s  mate 
of  the  Tigre,  a  youth  of  great 
promife,  were  the  only  officers 
Slain. 

(i  Many  officers  in  the  fleet 
were  defirous  of  being  volunteers 
in  this  fervice.  I  could  not  refift 
the  earneft  requeft  of  Lieutenants 
Lord  Vifcount  Balgonie,  the  Hon. 
J.  A.  Maude,  and  the  Hon.  W. 
Waldegrave,  of  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
to  have  the  command  of  boats,  in 
which  they  difplayed  that  fpirit 
which  is  inherent  in  them. 

u  I  tranfmit  alfo  Captain  Hal- 
lowell’s  letter  relating  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  with  lifts  of  the  officers  who 
commanded  boats,  and  had  ap¬ 
pointments  in  this  fervice,  and  of 
the  veSTels  burnt  and  captured. 

“  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &C. 
(Signed)  “  Collingwood.,! 

t(  P.  S.  I  have  charged  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Waldegrave,  of  the  Ville 
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de  Paris,  with  the  delivery  of  my 
difpatches  ;  an  officer  of  great 
merit,  and  who  commanded  one 
of  the  boats  employed  on  this  fer- 
fice.” 

S(  His  Majefly’s  Ship  Tigre , 
off  Cape  Si.  Sebajiian3 
November  I,  1809. 

u  My  Lord, 

iS  In  obedience  to  your  lord* 
fhip’s  orders-  of  the  3 oth  ultimo, 
I  proceeded  to  the  Bay  of  Rofas 
with  the  fhips  and  hoops  named 
in  the  margin,  where,  finding  it 
impracticable  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
convoy  while  under  weigh,  (the 
wind  being  at  S.  E.  and  a  heavy 
fwejl)  I  anchored  the  fhips  of  the 
fquadron  yefterday  evening  after 
dark,  about  five  miles  off  the 
town  of  Rofas,  and  detached  all 
the  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Tailour,  firft  of  the 
Tigre,  to  deftroy  them  ;  the  Spi¬ 
rited  manner  in  which  he  led  them 
on  to  the  attack  commanded  the 
admiration  of  every  one  prefect  ; 
and  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
he  was  fupported  refleChs  the 
higheft  honour  on  every  perfon 
employed  in  this  fervice. 

((  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
clofe  a  lift  of  veffels  captured  and 
deftroyed  on  this  occafion  ;  and 
when  your  lordfhip  is  informed 
that  the  enemy  was  aware  of  our 
intention  to  attack  him,  and  had 
taken  the  precaution  of  fixing 
boarding  nettings,  and  placing  a 
launch  with  a  gun  in  it  in  advance, 
to  give  him  a  notice  of  our  ap¬ 
proach,  and  that  the  veffels  were 
alfo  defended  by  the  very  firong 
batteries  on  fhore,  I  truft  your 
lordfhip  will  confider  it  equal  in 
gallantry  and  judgment  to  any  ex¬ 


ploit  that  has  occurred  under  your 
lordfhip’s  command. 

<c  Our  lofs  has  been  fevere,  i£ 
killed  and  55;  wounded ;  and  a- 
mong  the  lift  of  killed  I  have  to 
lament  the  lofs  of  Lieutenant  Tait, 
of  the  Volontaire,  of  whom  Cap¬ 
tain  Bullen  fpeaks  in  high  terms, 
as  an  officer  who  has  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  upon  many  oceafions  ;  and 
Mr.  Caldwell,  mailer's  mate  of 
the  Tigre  :  the  latter  has  left  a 
widowed  mother  in  diftreffed  cir- 
cumftances,  who  looked  to  him 
for  comfort  and  fupport.  Among 
the  wounded  are  Lieutenant  Tai¬ 
lour,  of  the  Tigre,  and  Lieutenant 
Forfter,  of  the  Apollo,  feverely. 

(i  The  brigs  were  directed  to 
keep  under  weigh,  and  were  in  an 
admirable  fituation  at  day-light  to 
have  given  affiftanee,  had  it  been 
neceffary. 

(i  I  have  the  honour  alfo  to  en« 
clofe  a  lift  of  the  officers  employed 
on  this  fervice,  and  I  have  only 
to  ftate  that  their  conduct,  and 
that  of  the  feamen  and  marines 
under  their  command,  was  fuch  as 
to  exceed  any  encomium  from  my 
pen,  and  entitles  them  to  my  warm- 
eft  thanks  and  approbation. 

<f  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 
(Signed)  (S  B.  Hallowell.” 

(S  A  Lift  of  Ships  and  Vejft-ls  cap - 
tured  and  deftroyed  by  the  Boats 
of  the  Squadron  under  the  Com „ 
mand  of  Benjamin  Hallowell ,  Efq. 
Captain  of  his  Majfty’s  Ship 
the  Tigre ,  in  the  Bay  of  Rofasy  on 
the  Morning  of  the  ijl  November , 
1  809. 

((  Armed  ftore-fhip.  La  Lem- 
proye,  Bertaultla  Bredtredte,  Lieu- 
tenant  de  Vaiffeau,  commander,  of 
16  nine-pounders,  116  men,  and 
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600  Ions :  burnt. — Pierced  for  22 
guns  on  the  main  deck— Veflfel  of 
war. 

“  Bombard  La  Viftoire,  Garri- 
bou,  Enfign  de  Vaifleau,  com¬ 
mander,  of  14  fix-pounders,  and  80 
men  :  burnt — -Veffel  of  war. 

((  Felucca  L'Alfacien,  Rouve, 
mafler,  of  25  mufkets  and  20  men: 
burnt — Tranfport  belonging  to  go¬ 
vernment. 

“  L’Union,  of  150  tons  ;  burnt 
— Landed  her  cargo. 

“  La  Bien  Aime  150  tons, 
laden  with  bifcuit ;  burnt. 

t(  Notre  Dame  de  Rofaire,  of 
150  tons  ;  burnt  —  Landed  her 
cargo. 

l(  Felucca  Notre  Dame  de 
Grace,  of  90  tons  5  burnt — Land¬ 
ed  her  cargo. 

“  Bombard  Le  Grondire,  Co- 
reille,  Enfign  de  Vaififeau,  com¬ 
mander,  of  8  fix-pounders,  and  45 
men,  laden  with  bifcuit ;  taken 
■—Tranfport  belonging  to  govern¬ 
ment. 

<(  Xebeck  Le  Normande,  Ar- 
naut,  Enfign  de  Vaifleau,  com¬ 
mander,  of  1  o  four-pounders,  and 
48  men  ;  taken — Veflfel  of  war. 

({  Le  Dragon,  of  200  tons, 
laden  with  bifcuit  *  taken. 

(f  LTndien,  of  200  tons,  laden 
with  corn  and  flour  ;  taken. 
(Signed)  “  B.  Hallowell.” 


Admiralty  Office,  December  3. 

Letter  from  Lord  Collingnvood  to  the 
Hon .  IV.  W.  Pole ,  dated  Ville  de 
Paris ,  off  St,  Sebafian ,  the  30 th 
of  November. 

((  Sir, 

(C  My  Letter  of  the  4th  Auguft 
informed  their  lordfhips  of  the 


propofal  I  had  made  to  Sir  J. 
Stuart,  that  the  iflands  of  Zante, 
Cephalonia,  &c.  fhould  be  feized 
on,  before  the  French  could  turn 
their  regard  from  the  defence  of 
Naples  to  {Lengthen  other  points, 
and  in  which  letter  I  enclofed  you 
a  copy  of  the  infiruftions  I  had 
fent  to  Admiral  Martin,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  Captain  Spranger,  of 
the  Warrior,  whom  I  had  felefled 
to  command  the  naval  part  of  the 
expedition.  The  change  which  at 
that  time  had  taken  place  in  the 
Ifate  of  the  armies  of  the  North, 
required  the  generaPs  confidera- 
tipn,  whether  an  adequate  force 
might  be  fpared  from  the  army  5 
and  delayed  their  departure  from 
Sicily  until  the  23d  September, 
when  the  Warrior  failed  from 
Meflina,  with  the  Philomel  floop 
and  tranfports,  carrying  about 
1600  troops,  under  the  command 
of  General  Ofwald.  The  Spartan 
at  the  fame  time  failed  for  Malta, 
with  Mr.  Forefti  and  Count  Cla- 
dan,  a  Cephalonian  gentleman, 
who  had  for  fome  time  taken  re¬ 
fuge  at  Malta,  and  whofe  influence 
in  the  country  I  hoped  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  fervice.  Or¬ 
ders  were  alfo  fent  to  Captain. 
Eyre,  of  the  Magnificent,  to  join 
them  with  the  Corfu  fquadron* 
I  have  great  fatisfaflion  in  in¬ 
forming  you  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expedition,  and  that  the  French 
garrifons  in  Zante,  Cephalonia, 
Ithaca,  and  Cerigo,  have,  after  a 
faint  refiftance,  furrendered  to  his 
Majefty’s  arms,  the  people  libe¬ 
rated  from  the  oppreflion  of  the 
French,  and  the  government  of 
the  Sept-Infular  republic  declared 
to  be  reftored.  As  no  preparation 
for  fo  unexpected  a  change  could 
[Mm  4]  hav$ 
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have  been  made  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  it  has  been  found  conve¬ 
nient  by  the  officers  and  principal 
people  who  are  now  to  a  flume  the 
government,  that  the  Britilh  flag, 
with  that  of  the  republic,  (hall  be 
continued  to  fly  until  the  feverai 
departments  are  filled,  and  regu¬ 
larity  is  eftablifhed.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  Mr.  Forefii,  and  the  efti- 
mation  in  which  his  charafter  is 
held  by  the  people,  much  facili¬ 
tated  the  operations.  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  him  to  refume  his  functions 
of  Britilh  refident.  At  Cerigo 
the  greateft  refiflance  was  made  ; 
but  Captain  Brenton's  Ikill  and 
refources  are  fuch  as  would  fur- 
mount  much  greater  difficulties  than 
they  could  prefent. 

i(  I  have,  &c. 

u  CoLLINGWOOB,*1 


Report  relating  to  the  Dutch  Com - 
i mijjioners. 

Your  committee,  having  derived 
from  the  minutes  of  evidence  and 
proceedings  of  the  committees  of 
public  expenditure  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  feffions  referred  to  them  by  the 
houfe,  fome  material  information 
refpefting  the  eftablifhment  and 
the  tranfaftions  of  the  commif¬ 
fioners  for  the  fale,  management, 
and  difpofal  of  Dutch  property, 
captured  or  detained  on  the  occa- 
fion  of  the  commencement  of  hof- 
titi ties  with  Holland,  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  invafion  by  the 
French,  have  purfued  the  invefti- 
gation  of  that  fubjeft,  and  proceed 
to  report  upon  it.  The  commif¬ 
fioners,  who  were  five  in  number, 
were  appointed  in  1795,  under  the 


authority  of  the  21ft  claufe  of  the 
35th  Geo.  3.  c.  80  ;  and  their 
commiffion,  after  reciting  in  the 
words  of  the  aft,  that  the  cargoes 
of  Dutch  (hips,  detained  or  brought 
in,  might  perifh  or  be  greatly  in¬ 
jured,  if  fome  provifion  was  not 
made  refpefting  the  fame,  autho¬ 
rizes  the  commiffioners  to  take 
fuch  {hips  and  cargoes  under  their 
care,  and  to  manage,  fell,  and  dif- 
pofe  of  the  fame  according  to  fuch 
inftruftions  as  they  Ihould  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  the 
king  in  council.  The  lords  of 
the  privy  council,  in  their  inftruc- 
tions  dated  13th  June,  1795,  di- 
reft  the  commiffioners  generally  as 
to  the  conduft  of  their  tranfac* 
tions,  and  require  them  to  keep 
minutes  of  all  their  proceedings, 
and  (<  to  keep  accounts  in  fuch 
form  as  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  fhall  direft:  or  ap¬ 
prove. No  inftruftions  appear 
to  have  proceeded  from  the  board 
of  treafury,  and  the  commiffioners 
reprefent  themfelves  to  have  un¬ 
dertaken  their  office,  without  hav¬ 
ing  come  to  any  underftanding 
with  any  branch  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  refpefting  the  manner  of  de¬ 
riving  their  compenfation  for  their 
fervices,  or  the  amount  of  it. 
They  ftate,  that  they  were  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  inveftigation  of  nu¬ 
merous  claims  to  Britifti  and  neu¬ 
tral  property  found  in  the  detained 
and  captured  veflels,  and  in  many 
cafes  afted  in  a  judicial  charafter 
in  this  refpeft  ;  that  they  received 
a  feparate  and  fpecial  commiffion 
to  take  the  management  of  fundry 
Dutch  veflels  brought  into  Ire¬ 
land  ;  that  they  had  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  with  the  Eaft- India 
Company  refpefting  cargoes  di- 
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reeled  to  be  fold  by  the  company 
at  their  own  {ides ;  that  they  had 
to  adjuft  many  complicated  ac¬ 
counts  with  their  agents  at  the 
out-ports,  and  to  fettle  the  wages 
of  the  officers  and  crews  both  of 
the  veffels  of  which  the  cargoes 
were  fold  by  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  of  thofe  which  were 
intruded  altogether  to  their  own 
management,  and  that  they  found 
the  duties  of  their  office  to  be  for 
fome  time  extremely  difficult  and 
laborious.  They  obferve,  how¬ 
ever,  that  their  fales  ceafed,  and 
their  tranfa&ions  were  nearly 
brought  to  a  clofe  in  July  1799, 
but  that  the  final  adjuftment  of 
them  had  been  protrafted  partly 
by  (i  fmall  fales  of  remnants  not 
completed  till  November  1801/* 
partly  by  fome  “  property  claimed 
in  the  court  of  admiralty  not  ad¬ 
judged  till  July  1 803,”  partly  by 
S(  unfettled  accounts  with  the  ex¬ 
ecutor  of  the  late  king's  pro&or, 
of  which  the  balance  was  not  paid 
till  January  laft/'  but  chiefly  by 
an  important  law-fuit,  commenced 
in  1797)  which  brought  into 
queftion  property  to  the  amount 
of  about  1 80,000/.  The  fuit  has 
within  thefe  few  months  termi¬ 
nated  in  their  favour,  and  the 
commiffioners  now  expert  that  in 
the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  fummer 
they  (hall  clofe  their  tranfattions, 
and  deliver  in  their  accounts  to 
government.  It  appears  by  a 
paper  dated  29th  April,  1808, 
that  the  grofs  amount  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  {hips,  and  of  the 
fhips  and  cargoes  fold  (of  which 
cargoes  your  committee  perceive 
that  much  the  larger  part  was 
fold  by  the  Eaft-India  Company) 
was, 


«£i>937j°64 

The  charges 


were  £‘631,239 

Commiffion 

charged  88*164 

Rertitutions 

- 

to  claim- 

ants  69,988 

Grant  to 

captors  117,746 

9°7>'37 

Leaving  a  net  amount 
of 

From  which  was  fur- 

1,029,927 

ther  to  be  deduced 
on  account  of  lofs  on 
fhips  in  debt  (that 
is,  on  {hips  the 
charges  on  which 
exceeded  the  pro¬ 
ceeds)  —  @0  ^2,  6^7 

Leaving  at  that  time 
the  eftimated  net 
fum  of  -  -  977*269 

The  chief  part  of  the  balance 
now  in  hand  is  inverted  in  go¬ 
vernment  or  other  fecurities, 
which  run  at  intereft.  The  fum 
of  900,000/.  has  been  paid  at 
fundry  periods  to  government, 
and  having  been  carried  to  the 
account  of  the  confolidated  fund, 
has  been  applied  to  the  purpofes 
prefcribed  by  parliament. 

Your  committee  now  proceed 
to  offer  obfervations  on  a  variety 
of  points  to  which  their  attention 
has  been  called,  referring  to  the 
appendix  for  a  more  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  of  the  circumftances 
which  they  {hall  notice.  It  has 
been  already  mentioned,  that  no 
agreement  in  refpeft  to  the  mode 
or  amount  of  remuneration  was 
made  at  the  time  when  the  com- 
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miffioners  were  appointed.  The 
difficulty  of  afcertaining  before¬ 
hand  the  degree  of  trouble  to  be 
incurred,  and  the  nature  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed,  may  form, 
in  fome  cafes,  a  fufficient  motive 
for  fufpending  the  determination 
of  both  the  amount  and  manner  of 
an  allowance.  But  no  circum- 
llances  have  appeared  which  fur- 
niih  a  juftifieation  of  the  delay  of 
no  lefs  than  fourteen  years,  which 
in  this  indance  has  taken  place. 
It  belonged  to  the  government, 
after  the  lapfe  of  a  moderate  pe¬ 
riod,  to  take  up  the  confideration 
of  the  remuneration  due  to  the 
commiffioners,  with  a  view  of  it 
being  fubmitted  to  parliament  ; 
and  when  the  fubjeid:  had  mani- 
feftly  efcaped  attention,  the  com- 
miffioners  ought  to  have  given 
notice  of  the  omiffion.  But  they 
have  to  this  day  held  no  com¬ 
munication  with  any  branch  of 
the  government  on  this  queftion. 
Under  thefecircumftances  they  had, 
in  the  judgment  of  your  commit¬ 
tee,  no  right  to  appropriate  any 
fums  to  themfelves  as  compenfa- 
tion  ;  indeed  the  terms  of  their 
commiffion,  already  quoted,  direfl 
them  to  difpofe  of  the  Dutch  pro¬ 
perty  intruded  to  them  only  “  ac¬ 
cording  to  fuch  infractions  as  they 
Jhould  receive  from  the  king  in  coun¬ 
cil  ;**  and  the  indrudions  accord- 
ingly  given,  unce  they  merely 
authorize  allowances  to  crews  in 
payment  of  wages,  do  not  appear 
to  your  committee  in  any  degree 
to  fanftion  fuch  application  of 
their  funds.  The  26th  claufe  of 
33  Geo.  III.  authorizes  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  expences  of  the 
fales  out  of  the  proceeds;”  but 
the  term  <(  expences”  cannot,  in 


the  judgment  of  your  committee* 
be  condrued  to  include  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  remuneration  to  the  com- 
miffioners,  fince  neither  the  mode 
nor  the  amount  of  it  had  been 
fanedioned  by  the  government.  It 
appears,  however,  that  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  at  a  very  early  period, 
proceeded  both  to  determine  in 
the  fird  indance  for  themfelves 
the  rate  of  compenfation  due,  and 
alfo  actually  to  apply  it  to  their 
own  ufe,  intending  to  make  men¬ 
tion  of  this  point  only  on  the  final 
fettlement  of  their  affairs,  though 
they  have  from  time  to  time  had 
to  communicate  with  the  fecretary 
of  the  treafury  on  other  matters, 
and  have  tranfmitted  to  the  lords 
of  the,  privy  council  fome  general 
datements.  The  compenfation 
which  they  have  taken  has  been 
a  commiffion  of  3  per  cent,  on  the 
grofs  produce  of  the  fales,  a  fub- 
jeft  on  which  your  committee 
will  offer  fome  further  remarks 
towards  the  concludon  of  this  re¬ 
port.  It  has  been  charged  on  the 
principle  of  a  mercantile  tranfac- 
tion  ;  but  it  is  here  obfervable, 
that  they  have  deviated  from  the 
cudom  of  merchants,  by  taking 
large  fums  for  commiffion  before 
they  had  either  received  or  paid 
over  the  whole  net  proceeds  of 
the  cargoes,  on  the  grofs  produce 
of  which  the  commiffion  was 
charged,  and  alfo  before  they  had 
rendered  up  their  account.  Your 
committee  deem  it  neceffary  to 
animadvert  on  the  length  of  time 
which  has  been  differed  to  elapfe 
without  rendering  any  regular  ac¬ 
counts  and  without  their  being 
called  for  by  the  government. 
The  chief  objeft  of  examination 
in  fuch  cafes*  is  the  detection  and 
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reftitication  of  errors,  and  the  re¬ 
covery  of  fums  improperly  with¬ 
held  from  the  public  ;  but  when 
any  ccnfiderable  period  has  paffed, 
the  elucidation  of  accounts  is 
rendered  difficult,  as  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  experienced  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  inveftigation, 
and  the  recovery  of  money  be¬ 
comes  a  meafure  of  harfhnefs. 
The  commiffioner,  on  whom  the 
financial  department  is  faid  to 
have  devolved,  is  lately  dead  ; 
and  the  want  of  recollection  ob- 
fervable  in  many  parts  of  the  an¬ 
nexed  evidence,  is  a  further  ex¬ 
emplification  of  the  inconvenience 
refulting  from  the  long  delay 
which  has  taken  place.  Your 
committee  called  for  a  copy  of 
fuch  ftatements  of  the  tranfaftions 
of  the  commiffioners  as  had  from 
time  to  time  been  delivered  by 
them  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
The  chief  paper  furnifhed  in  re¬ 
turn  is  dated  20th  July,  1796, 
being  the  copy  of  a  report  pre- 
fented  to  the  privy  council,  which 
was  evidently  furnifhed  rather 
with  a  view  of  (hewing  the  fum 
then  deemed  likely  to  accrue  from 
the  fale  of  Dutch  property,  than 
of  fubmitting  the  tranfaftions  of 
the  commiffioners  to  examination. 
It  is  obfervable  that  although  in 
this  report,  which  is  in  a  great 
meafure  an  eftimate,  the  total 
amount  of  the  charges  incurred  is 
given,  and  feveral  particulars  com- 
pofing  them  are  fpecified,  no  men¬ 
tion  of  commiffion  is  made,  though 
it  was  undoubtedly  an  item  at  that 
time  fufficiently  large  to  have  been 
included  in  the  enumeration  ;  for 
under  this  head,  the  fum  of 
25,000/.  had  been  then  divided. 
This  omiffion  might  lead  to  a 
fuppofition  that  no  commiffion  had 


been  taken.  In  the  cafe  of  fuc- 
ceffive  fales  of  a  fimilar  kind  made 
by  merchants  afting  as  faftors,  it 
is  the  cuftom  to  make  up  feparate 
account-fales  of  the  feveral  car¬ 
goes,  until  the  delivery  of  which 
the  charge  of  commiffion  is  de¬ 
layed,  and  alfo  to  render  an  annual 
account  current,  detailing  all  the 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  year. 
If  the  tranfaftions  of  the  commif- 
fioners  are  to  be  confidered  as  of  a 
mercantile  nature,  the  public  ought 
not  to  be  without  the  benefit  of 
thofe  checks  upon  the  conduct  of 
their  agents  which  have  been 
generally  efiabliffied  among  mer¬ 
chants.  The  aft  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  the  commiffioners, 
contains  a  claufe  i(  requiring’  * 
that  they  fhall  ((  caufe  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  their  fales,”  after  sl  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  duties  and  the  ex- 
pences, ”  to  be  paid  i(  into  the 
bank  of  England,  there  to  re¬ 
main  fubjeft  to  fuch  orders  as 
his  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of 
his  privy  council,  may,  from  time 
to  time,  think  fit  to  give  there¬ 
upon,”  or  as  the  court  of  admi¬ 
ralty  may  think  fit  to  give  in  the 
cafe  of  fales  made  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  that  court.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  expected  that  the  cadi  of 
the  commiffioners  would,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  claufe,  have  been 
kept  folely  at  the  bank  ;  but  they 
find  that  it  was,  during  the  firffi 
year,  lodged  only  with  a  private 
banker,  and  that  five  private 
bankers  have  been  occalionaily 
employed,  each  of  the  commif¬ 
fioners  having  recommended  that 
a  temporary  account  lhould  be 
opened  with  the  banker  with 
whom  he  was  individually  con- 
nefted.  The  claufe  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  efcaped  the  attention 
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of  the  commiffioners ;  but  it  is 
ilated  in  the  evidence,  that  they 
underilood  it  to  apply,  not  to  all 
the  proceeds  of  their  Tales  as  they 
arofe,  but  to  the  furplus  of  the 
proceeds  above  the  fums  expefted 
by  them  to  be  wanted  for  charges 
and  current  payments.  They  have 
retained  a  large  balance  of  calh 
for  thefe  purpofes  ;  and  they  re¬ 
present  that  they  were  obliged  to 
do  this,  becaufe  another  order  of 
his  Majefty  in  council,  for  a  Sup¬ 
ply  of  cafh,  would  from  time  to 
time  have  been  neceffarv,  the  mo- 
ney  'paid  into  the  bank  under  the 
direction  of  the  aft  being  no  lon¬ 
ger  fubjeft  to  the  call  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners.  They  further  ftate, 
that  being  authorized  by  the  23d 
claufe  of  the  35  Geo.  3.  c.  80.  to 
reftore  all  goods  which  Should  be 
proved  to  belong  to  neutrals,  and 
having  fold  moil  of  fuch  goods 
before  the  decifon  of  the  claims, 
they  deemed  it  neceffary  to  retain 
cafh  Sufficient  for  this  purpofe. 
Your  committee,  nevertheless,  can¬ 
not  approve  of  the  conftruftion 
which  the  commiffioners  have 
given  to  the  law.  Their  pay-,, 
ments  into  the  bank  appear  to 
have  been  large  payments  made 
with  a  view  to  their  immediate 
transfer  from  thence  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  but  the  terms  ufed  in 
the  aft  are,  that  the  proceeds, 
after  payment  of  the  duty  and 
expences  of  fale,  were  to  be  paid 
into  the  bank,  “  and  remain 
there  ;*■  an  expreffion  which  im¬ 
plies,  that  the  cafh  was  not  merely 
to  pafs  through  the  bank  in  its 
way  to  the  exchequer,  but  was  to 
be  lodged  in  the  bank  as  a  place 
of  Safe  cuftody,  in  order  to  await 
the  direftion  of  the  privy  council. 
The  legiflature,  however,  Seems 


not  to  have  anticipated  the  eir*. 
cumflance  of  certain  Sums  being 
neceffary  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  amount  of  the  proceeds  in 
hand,  with  a  view  both  to  the 
payment  of  charges  and  to  the 
reflitution  of  property  due  to 
neutrals  ;  and  by  not  providing 
very  fpecifically  or  conveniently 
for  thefe  objefts,  it  has  afforded 
Some  countenance  to  that  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  law  which  has  taken 
place.  Your  committee  think, 
that  the  difficulty  which  oppofed 
the  adoption  of  a  drift  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  aft,  has  been  much 
overftated  by  the  commiffioners. 
At  the  commencement  of  their 
tranfaftions,  having  no  money  in 
hand  for  current  payments,  they 
obtained  an  order  of  council,  di« 
refting  25,000 /.  to  be  advanced 
to  them  in  order  to  fupply  their 
immediate  occafions,  which  Sum 
was  to  be  replaced  by  the  Subse¬ 
quent  proceeds  of  Sales.  They 
might  afterwards  have  obtained 
fucceffive  orders  of  council  for 
fimilar  purpofes,  as  well  as  for  the 
fatisfaftion  of  claimants,  without 
any  great  inconvenience  ;  and  in 
this  cafe  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council  would  have  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  exercifing  their  judg¬ 
ment  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
money  proper  to  be  placed  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  commiffioners.  A 
lefs  objeftionable  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  though  not  conformable  to 
the  aft,  would  have  been  to  keep 
two  accounts  with  the  bank  ;  the 
one  an  account  of  money  paid  in 
under  the  aft,  and  confequently 
fubjeft  only  to  the  orders  of  the 
king  in  council ;  the  other  a  Sepa¬ 
rate  account,  fubjeft  to  the  con- 
troul  of  the  commiffioners.  This 
expedient  was  reforted  to  after  the 
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firft  twelve  months,  but  there  was 
ftill  no  relinquifhment  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  keeping  a  large  balance 
with  private  bankers.  On  the 
fuppofition  of  any  uncertainty  as 
to  the  conftruCtion  of  the  aft,  the 
fubjeCt  ought  to  have  been  dif- 
tinCtly  fubmitted  to  the  lords  of 
the  privy  council,  in  purfuapce  of 
their  inftruCtions,  which  had  di¬ 
rected  an  application  to  themfelves 
((  in  all  cafes  of  doubt  or  diffi¬ 
culty.  **  Your  committee  are  fur¬ 
ther  of  opinion,  that  if  the  aCt  had 
been  filent  on  this  topic,  the  com- 
miffioners  ought  to  have  lodged 
their  cafh  in  the  bank  of  England; 
and  with  a  view  to  future  cafes, 
they  think  that  it  may  be  ufeful 
to  fuggeft  the  following  general 
reafons  : — Fir  ft,  The  public  have 
an  inlereft  in  thus  preferring  the 
bank,  which  is  nearly  flmilar  to 
that  which  the  commiffioners  may 
individually  be  fuppofed  to  have 
had  in  favouring  their  refpeCtive 
bankers.  Indeed,  fmce  the  report 
on  the  bank  of  England,  made  by 
the  former  committee  on  public 
expenditure,  in  which  the  average 
amount  of  the  government  balances 
in  the  bank  was  ftated,  the  cor¬ 
poration  has  confented  to  make 
fome  compenfation  for  benefit  of 
this  kind,  by  affording  to  the 
public  the  loan  of  a  confiderable 
fum  without  intereft.  A  general 
intention  of  employing  the  bank 
of  England  as  the  banker  of  the 
public,  was  then  profeffed  ;  and. 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  every 
preference  fhewn  to  the  bank 
ought  now  to  be  confidered  as 
contributing  to  the  diberal  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  general  conditions  of 
that  arrangement,  and  even  though 
not  repaid  by  a  fpecific  compen* 


fation,  as  producing  fome  corref- 
ponding  advantages. 

The  more  fafe  cuftody  of  the 
public  money,  intruded  to  the 
commiffioners,  is  another  motive 
for  lodging  it  in  the  bank.  Your 
committee  conceive,  that  in  the 
cafe  of  any  lofs  arifing  out  of  the 
confidence  which  the  commif¬ 
fioners  have  placed  in  private 
banks  (an  event  in  the  prefent 
high  ftate  of  credit,  admitted  to 
be  extremely  improbable)  the 
commiffioners  would  have  been 
perfonally  refponfible.  There  is  a 
third  reafon  for  this  preference  of 
the  bank  of  England,  which  is  not 
lefs  important.  The  bank  makes 
no  allowance  of  intereft,  and  fhews 
no  fpecies  of  favour  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  who  places  in  it  a  confider¬ 
able  balance  of  cafh.  The  public 
accountants,  who  keep  cafh  in  the 
bank,  are  therefore  under  no  temp¬ 
tation  to  render  their  balances  un« 
neeeffarily  large,  and  are  likely 
not  to  fail  in  the  punctuality  of 
their  payments  into  the  exche¬ 
quer.  Your  committee  have  next 
to  notice  the  too  great  magnitude 
of  the  balances  of  calh  which  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  cafh-book  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  efpecially  during  a 
large  part  of  the  two  firft  years, 
a  fubjeCt  not  unconnected  with  the 
preceding  obfervations.  The  pa¬ 
per  in  the  appendix  fhews  the  ba¬ 
lance  to  have  been  at  the  end  of 
October,  1795,  about  100,000/. 
and  to  have  gradually  rifen  by  the 
end  of  April,  1796,  to  above 
200,000 /.  between  which  period 
and  the  end  of  May,  1797,  it  fell 
to  about  160,000/.  It  fluctuated 
between  about  80  and  120,000/. 
during  the  next  four  years,  and 
between  50  and  70,000 /.  during 

almoff 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


558] 

almoft  the  whole  fucceeding  pe¬ 
riod.  Your  committee  have  learnt 
by  their  infpedion  of  the  minute- 
book  of  the  commiffioners,  that 
on  the  25th  of  February,  179b, 
information  was  afked  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  whether  any  and 
what  fum  then  in  hand  ariling 
from  the  difpofal  of  Dutch  pro¬ 
perty,  could  be  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year ;  and  that  the  commif¬ 
fioners  replied,  that  no  payment 
of  confequence  into  the  bank,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  adt  of  parliament, 
could  be  made,  unlefs  the  treafury 
ihould  firft  move  the  lords  of  the 
privy-council,  to  direct  the  India 
company  to  pay  a  fum,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  118,000/.,  then  due 
from  the  company  to  the  commif¬ 
fioners.  At  the  time  of  this  ap¬ 
plication,  the  balance  in  hand, 
the  amount  of  which  appears  not 
to  have  been  hated  to  the  trea¬ 
fury,  was  about  190,000/.  and  it 
was  never  fo  low  as  1 50,000 /.  in 
the  courfe  of  the  next  fifteen 
months,  a  balance  apparently  much 
more  than  fufficient  to  allow  of  a 
payment  of  50,000 /.  (the  fum 
ufually  transferred  at  one  time) 
into  the  bank  under  the  ad.  The 
commiffioners  hate  to  your  com¬ 
mittee,  that  demands  upon  them 
to  the  amount  of  not  lefs  than 
about  260,000 /.  were  then  out- 
handing  ;  but  this  fum  muh  ob- 
vioufly  comprize  the  payments 
which  were  to  be  expected  in  a 
long  fucceeding  period,  for  all  the 
jsdual  payments  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  fixteen  months  (if  a  fum  of 
50,000 /.  paid  to  government,  June 
30,  1796,  and  of  40,00c/.  trans¬ 
ferred  on  31ft  of  December,  1796, 
to  the  commiffioners  on  account  of 


corn  million,  and  of  about  49,000/. 
paid  to  captors,  which  had  been 
previouhy  received  from  the  Eaft- 
India  company  for  that  purpofe, 
within  the  fame  period,  are  ex¬ 
cepted)  amounted  to  only  about 
145,000/.  according  to  the  ftate- 
ment  of  the  commiffioners.  Thefe 
payments  are,  undoubtedly,  no 
exad  or  very  fure  criterion  of  the 
fum  which  might  fairly  be  con- 
hdered  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1796,  as  likely  to  be  wanted. 
They,  however,  furnifh  a  hrong 
prefumption  on  the  fubjed,  and 
the  circumftance  of  the  50,000/. 
juft  mentioned  having  been  af¬ 
forded  to  government,  befides 
40,000/.  to  the  commiffioners,  a 
few  months  after  the  25  th  of 
February,  1796,  without  pro¬ 
ducing  a  redudion  of  the  balance 
below  150,000/.  affords  addi¬ 
tional  reafon  for  thinking  that 
there  was  no  fufficient  ground  for 
objeding  to  make  a  payment  into 
the  exchequer,  as  deli  red.  It  is 
further  obfervable,  that  the  com¬ 
miffioners  in  their  ftatement  on 
this  fubjed  to  your  committee, 
omit  to  mention  the  fums  which 
in  February,  1 796,  they  might 
exped  to  receive.  The  fums  ac¬ 
tually  received  in  the  firft  fifteen 
of  the  above-mentioned  fixteen 
months,  (exclufive  of  the  49,000/. 
which  were  both  received  from 
the  Eaft-India  company,  and  paid 
over  to  captors  as  already  ftated) 
appear  by  a  paper  called  for  by 
your  committee,  to  have  been 
more  than  equal  to  the  fum  paid 
in  the  correfponding  period,  if 
the  before-mentioned  payment  of 
50,000/.  to  government,  and 
40,000/.  to  the  commiffioners,  are 
included.  It  is  moreover  obferv¬ 
able. 
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able,  that  a  fum  of  from  86,000/. 
to  665,000/.  (which  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  a  claufe  in  35  Geo.  3. 
chap.  80.  was  gathering  intered 
at  four  per  cent.)  lay  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ead-  India  company  from 
the  beginning  of  March,  179 6,  to 
March,  1798,  being  the  produce 
of  fales  made  by  them  from  time 
to  time  on  account  of  the  com* 
miffioners,  a  part  of  which  fund, 
fuppoiing  a  proper  underftanding 
on  this  fubjeCt  to  have  fub filled 
between  the  commiiiioners,  the 
government,  and  the  Ead-India 
company,  might  have  been  con¬ 
vertible  to  the  purpofe  of  fupply- 
ing  the  commiiiioners  with  the 
means  of  meeting  fome  of  the  de¬ 
mands  coming  unexpectedly  upon 
them.  It  is,  therefore,  on  the 
whole  prefumable,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  application  in  quef- 
tion,  a  further  augmentation  of 
the  large  balance  already  in  hand, 
rather  than  a  diminution  of  it, 
was  reafonably  to  be  expeCted. 

Your  committee  cannot  contem¬ 
plate  the  magnitude  of  the  ba¬ 
lances  as  they  appear  in  the  calh- 
book  of  the  commiiiioners,  with¬ 
out  expreffing  an  opinion,  that 
(fuppoiing  it  allowable  for  the 
commilTioners  to  adopt  that  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  ad  which  'they 
have  given  to  it)  thefe  balances 
ought  to  have  been  made  produc¬ 
tive  by  inverting  a  very  large 
proportion  of  them  in  exchequer- 
bills  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
Probably  not  lefs  than  between 
40  and  50,000 /.  would  have  ac¬ 
crued  in  the  way  of  interelt  from 
a  due  attention  to  economy  on  the 
part  of  the  commiiiioners  in  this 
particular,  and  the  employment  of 
the  chief  part  of  their  large  calh 
for  fuch  a  purpofe  would  have  con- 


rtituted  a  much  better  apology 
than  has  been  offered  by  them  by 
withholding  from  the  bank  the 
fums  which  the  aCt,  according  to 
the  rtriCt  conllrudion  of  it,  re¬ 
quired  to  be  paid  into  it,  and 
would  unquertionably  have  been 
the  mod  convenient  arrangement. 
In  the  year  179 9,  a  fum  of 
27,000/.  due  to  captors,  was 
turned  to  this  ufe,  which,  through 
the  accumulation  of  interelt, 
amounted  to  38,553/.  at  the  time 
when  it  was  paid  ;  and  a  fum  of 
about  33,000 /.  has  been  obtained 
for  intered  on  the  balances  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ead-lndia  company. 
It  has,  indeed,  been  difcovered  in 
the  progrefs  of  thefe  inquiries, 
that  the  commiiiioners  have  availed 
themfelves  of  the  opportunity  fo 
obvioudy  afforded  them  of  ren¬ 
dering  their  balances  productive ; 
but  that  they  employed  them, 
during  the  years  which  preceded 
the  completion  of  their  fales,  en¬ 
tirely  with  a  view  to  their  own 
emolument.  They  have  inveded 
a  part  of  them  in  exchequer-bills, 
a  part  in  India  bonds,  and  a 
fmali  part  in  the  very  exception¬ 
able  article  of  bills  of  exchange  on 
private  individuals,  which  they 
have  difeounted.  No  minute  was 
made  of  any  refolution  of  the 
board  to  employ  any  part  of  the 
cadi  in  hand  in  this  manner,  and 
no  proof  of  fuch  employment  of  it 
appears  among  the  receipts  and 
payments  of  the  cadi-book  ;  the 
balances  of  which,  therefore,  do 
not  exhibit,  as  they  ought  to  do, 
the  amount  of  cafh  in  the  hands  of 
the  bank,  and  of  the  feveral 
bankers,  but  include  the  fum  lent 
out  at  intered :  neither  has  any 
trace  of  the  tranfa&ion  been  ex¬ 
hibited  in  any  account,  nor  any 
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mention  of  it  been  made  to  go¬ 
vernment,  except  that  at  about  the 
fame  time  when  it  was  ftated  to 
the  committee  on  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  the  treafury  were  furnifhed 
with  a  copy  of  the  ftatement. 
The  committee  itfelf  did  not  at 
once  receive  corred  or  explicit  in¬ 
formation  on  this  point. 

It  will  appear  by  the  papers 
and  evidence  annexed,  that  on  the 
2nd  of  March,  1807,  the  com¬ 
miffioners  were  directed  (nearly  in 
the  fame  terms  in  which  the  heads 
of  other  offices  were  required  to 
furnifh  their  returns)  to  give  an 
i(  account  of  their  eftablifhment 
and  names,  how  paid,  falary,  fees,- 
and  other  emoluments,  and  amount 
of  their  receipts  on  an  average  of 
the  laft  three  years.”  The  com- 
miffioners  ftated  in  their  return, 
that  they  had  i(  no  falary,  fees, 
or  emoluments,  they  being  paid 
the  ufual  commiffion  on  the  fale  of 
the  property  placed  under  their 
care,  out  of  which  they  paid  fala- 
ries  to  clerks,  and  all  other  ex- 
pences  of  their  eftablifhment 
and  they  proceeded  to  fay,  that 
“  their  Tales  having  ceafed  from 
the  year  1798,  and  confequently 
their  commiffion  alfo,  they  ex¬ 
pended  to  be  allowed,  on  the  final 
Settlement  of  their  accounts,  a 
reafonable  remuneration  for  their 
fervices  fince  that  period.*’  In 
an  examination  of  one  of  the 
commiffioners,  which  took  place 
a  week  after,  he  having  men¬ 
tioned,  that  “  a  fum  had  been  in¬ 
verted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
captors/*  was  thereupon  afked, 
“  What  was  the  amount  of  the 
fum  vefted  in  public  fecurities  ?” 
and  he  replied,  “  about  27,000/. 
for  the  captors,  and  the  whole  re¬ 
mainder  is  inverted  alfo  in  public 


fecurities,  which  we  fhall  account 
for  to  government  (when  we  clofe 
our  accounts)  with  interert.’* 

In  an  explanatory  paper,  de¬ 
livered  to  the  committee  a  fort¬ 
night  after  this  examination,  the 
commiffioners  after  ftating,  “  that 
they  have  taken  particular  care, 
from  time  to  time,  not  to  retain 
a  larger  balance  than  was  necef- 
fary  to  meet  the  exigencies  to 
which  they  were  liable,”  add, 
that  ii  they  have  inverted  the 
greatert  part  of  that  money  in 
public  fecurities,  with  a  view  of 
making  it  productive  while  it  re¬ 
mained  in  their  hands.”  They 
then  fay,  that  they  confider 
themfelves  accountable  to  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  interert  thus  accru¬ 
ing.’*  Thefe  expreffions  feem  to 
your  committee  to  imply,  that 
they  conftdered  themfelves  ac¬ 
countable  to  government  for  what¬ 
ever  interert  they  had  at  any  time 
received  by  lending  the  balances 
in  hand,  with  the  exception  only 
of  that  portion  of  interert  for 
which  they  had  reprefented  them¬ 
felves  as  accountable  to  captors. 
They  further  obferve  in  this  ex¬ 
planatory  paper,  that  “  on  the 
other  hand,  having  received  no 
commiffion  fince  the  year  1799, 
they  conceived  that  the  fervices 
they  have  fince  rendered  will  not 
be  more  than  adequately  compen- 
fated  by  that  interert,”  &c.  But 
when  the  commiffioners  were  fpe- 
cifically  required,  by  a  fubfequent 
order  of  the  9th  of  March,  1808, 
to  render  {i  an  account  of  inte- 
reft  and  benefit  of  any  kind  de¬ 
rived  from  the  pofteffion  of  any 
money  which  in  virtue  of  their 
commiffion  may  from  time  to  time 
have  remained  in  their  hands,  and 
of  which  no  account  had  been 

rendered 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  [561 


tendered  to  the  treafury,”  they 
took  a  diftinftion  between  two 
coniiderable  fums,  received  by 
them  for  intereft  at  different  pe¬ 
riods,  the  one  a  fum  of  about 
18,000/.  (or  of  about  16,000/. 
according  to  a  fubfequently  cor- 
reded  ftatement)  received  for  in¬ 
tereft  before  the  completion  of 
their  fales  ;  the  other,  a  fum  of 
about  26,000 /-  received  after  that 
period ;  and  they  remarked,  that 

it  is  for  the  laft  of  thefe  fums 
that  they  have  declared  them- 
felves  ready  to  account  but 
that  as  to  the  fmaller  fum,  firft 
received,  (e  they  have  only  kept 
an  account  of  it,  as  between  them- 
felves.’ '  They  have  declared 
themfelves  unable  to  furnifti  from 
their  private  papers  all  the  in¬ 
formation  which  has  been  afked 
refpeding  the  fum  firft  received  ; 
but  they  confidently  remark,  that 
the  profit  thus  made,  is  not  more 
than  the  fum  ftated. 

They  endeavour  to  eftablifti 
their  title  to  the  fum  firft  receiv¬ 
ed,  partly  by  claiming  intereft  on 
their  balances  as  a  privilege  com¬ 
mon  to  public  accountants,  and 
partly  by  obferving  that  the  fum 
in  queftion  is  not  equal  to  certain 
fums  which  they  had  relinquifhed, 
though  entitled  to  them.  The 
chief  fum  faid  to  be  fo  relinquifh¬ 
ed,  is  that  part  of  their  commif- 
fton  which  had  been  applied  by 
them  to  the  payment  of  the 
expences  of  their  eftablifti  meat 
(amounting  to  about  15,000/.) 
from  the  burthen  of  fupporting 
which  they  now  claimed  a  right 
to  be  exempt,  although,  in  their 
original  return,  they  had  pro- 
fefted  to  charge  themfelves  with 
it«  Another  fum,  which  they 
take  credit  for  having  relinquifh- 
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ed,  confifts  of  fome  commiflion, 
which  they  forbore  to  charge  to 
captors  ;  but  the  reafon  affigned 
for  this  renunciation  is  one  which 
your  committee  cannot  counten¬ 
ance  or  approve.  Annexed  is  a 
paper  tranfmitted  by  one  of  the 
commiflioners,  in  explanation  of 
the  meaning  of  the  expreflions 
ufed  in  their  firft  return  :  but,  in 
the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
it  has  not  removed  the  ground  of 
any  of  the  preceding  obfervations. 
Your  committee  now  proceed  to 
the  laft  point  on  which  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  dwell,  namely,  the 
amount  and  mode  of  remuneration 
which,  under  all  the  circumftances 
of  the  prefen  t  cafe,  feem  the  moil 
proper  to  be  adopted. 

The  following  is  the  amount 
of  the  profits  which  were  ftated 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1809,  to 
have  been  received  by  the  com- 
miflioners : 

Commiflion,  at  five  per  cent,  on 
the  grofs  proceeds  of  their 
fales,  after  paying  charges  of 
their  eftabliftiment  ^74,137 

Brokerage  *  4,346 

Intereft  -  -  -  -  36,458 

Making  together  -  114,941 

It  was  then  alfo  ftated,  that  a 
further  fum  had  been  received,  or 
was  receivable  for  intereft,  which 
would  make  the  profits  of  the  com- 
mifti  oners  -  -  -  124,785 

Subject  to  a  dedu&ion 

of  -  -  -  1,587 

Making  -  -  1  zj,  1 9^ 

They  have  expected  for 
commiflion,  a  fur¬ 
ther  fum  of  about  -  10,000 

[Ar«]  Making 
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Making  the  total 
profits  received, 
and  expected, 
about  -v  -  133,198 

Much  the  larger  part  of  their 
commiffion  has  been  charged  on 
property  fold  for  them  by  the 
Eaft-Xndia  company,  who,  by  a 
claufe  in  37  Geo.  3,  chap.  80, 
were  allowed  five  per  cent,  for 
their  expence  in  effecting  fuch 
fales.  The  commiffioners,  in  their 
firft  return,  have  termed  a  com- 
miffion  of  five  per  cent,  on  the 
grofs  proceeds  of  their  fales,  <(  the 
ufual  commiffion  •/*  but  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  pro- 
ceeds  is  the  higheft  rate  common 
among  merchants,  and  is  the  rate 
charged  by  them  in  the  cafe  of 
goods  fold  through  the  medium  of 
the  Eaft-India  company.  The 
intereft  which  the  commiflioners 
have  derived  from  the  great  ba¬ 
lance  of  cafii  in  their  hands,  is  not 
warranted  by  mercantile  pradice, 
an  exad  intereft  account  being 
generally  kept  between  merchants 
felling  on  commiffion,  and  their 
employers,  to  whom,  indeed,  they 
frequently  make  large  advances ; 
and  a  commiffion  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  is,  therefore,  to  be 
eonfidered  as  in  fome  meafure  a 
recompenfe  for  that  accommoda¬ 
tion*  It  may  be  further  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  extraordinary 
magnitude  of  the  fales  of  the 
commiffioners  form  a  reafonable 
ground  for  keeping  down  the  rate 
of  commiffion.  This  principle 
was  urged  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  public  offices  upon 
the  bank,  with  a  reference  to  the 
allowance  made  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  and  has 
been  fince  a  died  upon  ;  and.  it  no 


lefs  evidently  applies  to  the  pre- 
fent  cafe.  But  the  grounds  on 
which  the  commiffioners  have  pre¬ 
ferred  their  claim  to  a  commiffion 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  their  more  recent  ftate- 
ments,  have  chiefly  been  a  pre¬ 
cedent  for  that  allowance,  fup~ 
pofed  to  have  been  afforded  in  the 
cafe  of  a  fimilar  commiffion  iffued 
in  the  war  of  17561,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  practice  of  prize  agents.  The 
commiffioners  ftate  themfelves  to 
have  derived  their  intelligence  on 
the  former  of  thefe  points  from 
a  converfation  with  the  late  Mr*. 
Aufrere,  one  of  the  commiffioners 
in  1756,  but  their  information  is 
very  impeded  and  incorred  ;  and 
the  commiffioner  who  gave  evi¬ 
dence  before  your  committee,  pro- 
feffed  not  to  know  whether  the 
commiftion  was  charged  on  the 
grofs  or  on  the  net  amount  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  fales. 

It  appears  by  fome  authentic 
documents  on  this  fubjed,  of 
which  copies  are  annexed,  that  a 
commiffion  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  having 
been  granted,  out  of  which  va¬ 
rious  undefined  expences  were  to 
be  defrayed,  the  commiffioners  re¬ 
prefen  ted  thefe  expences  (which, 
according  to  their  conftrudion  of 
the  term,  included  brokerage  and 
various  other  charges,  befides  thofe 
of  their  eftablifhment)  to  amount 
to  more  than  their  commiffion  ; 
and  that  a  commiffion  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  net  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  fales,  independently  of 
all  expences,  was  confequently 
fubfti tuted.  A  copy  of  the  entry 
in  the  account  prefented  to  the 
treafury  by  the  auditor,  after  the 
termination  of  the  tranfadions  un¬ 
der  this  commiffion,  is  inferted  in 

the 
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the  appendix,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  total  Aim  paid  for 
‘commiflion  was  14,768/.  31.  It 
was  divided  among  fourteen  com¬ 
miffioners. 

The  rate  of  commiffion  charged 
by  prize  agents  has  been  fixed,  by 
long  ufage,  at  five  per  cent.  ;  and 
has  lately  been  applied  by  the  law 
to  the  net  proceeds  of  fale,  having 
before  been  charged  on  the  grofs 
proceeds.  It  appears  by  the  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  excels  of  the  com¬ 
miffion  of  prize  agents  above  that 
of  merchants,  is  juftified  chiefly 
by  the  peculiar  trouble  impofed 
on  the  prize  agent,  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  proceeds  of  his  Tales 
among  the  crews  of  the  capturing 
veffels,  a  trouble  from  which  the 
commiffioners  for  the  fale  of  Dutch 
property  were  exempt.  If  alfo 
the  capital  employed  by  the  prize 
agent,  and  the  refponfibility  and 
rifk  to  which  he  is  fubjeft,  are 
taken  into  consideration,  little  dis¬ 
parity  between  the  two  charges 
will  be  found. 

Your  committee  will  now  p re¬ 
lent  an  eftimate  of  the  remunera¬ 
tion,  to  which  the  commiffioners 
would  be  entitled,  according  to 
each  of  the  three  principles  which 
have  been  mentioned.  Firft,  If 
the  commiffion  ufual  among  mer¬ 
chants  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  grofs  proceeds  of  Tales  fhould 
be  granted,  about  50,000/.  would 
be  the  amount  of  the  allowance, 
out  of  which  the  expences  of 
the  eftablifhment  (in  all  about 
17,000/.)  would  be  to  be  defray¬ 
ed,  leaving  about  33,000 /.  clear 
profit  to  be  divided  among  the 
commiffioners.— zdly.  If  the  prin¬ 
ciple  adopted  in  1756,  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  net  pro¬ 
ceeds,  (which may  amount  to  about 


1,300,000 /.  or  1,400,000/.)  fhould 
be  reforted  to,  a  Turn  of  about 
32,500/.  to  35,000/.  would  be  re-, 
ceivable,  which,  the  expences  of 
the  eftablifhment  being  paid,  would 
leave  about  15,500/.  to  18,000/. 
to  be  divided  among  the  commif¬ 
fioners.— 3  dly.  If  the  commiffion 
fhould  be  calculated  at  the  rate 
which  was  ufual  among  prize 
agents,  at  the  time  when  the  com* 
miffioners  began  to  aft,  namely, 
five  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  proceeds 
t>f  Tales,  the  Turn  would  be  about 
99,000/.  fubjedl  to  a  fimilar  de¬ 
duction,  leaving  a  clear  profit  of 
about  82,000/.  Your  committee 
can  by  no  means  agree  to  decide 
the  queftion  according  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple.  The  commiffion  received 
by  prize  agents  at  the  time  when 
the  commiffioners  were  appointed, 
has  lately  been  determined  to  be  a 
more  than  adequate  remuneration 
for  the  whole  of  their  trouble.  It 
fhould  alfo  be  recollected  that  the 
commiffioners  not  only  have  been 
exempt  from  the  labour  of  diftri- 
buting  the  proceeds  of  their  Tales 
among  the  individual  Tailors  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  captures,  and  from 
much  other  trouble  and  refponfi¬ 
bility,  as  well  as  from  the  ad¬ 
vances  to  which  prize  agents  are 
fubjeCt,  but  are  alfo  enabled,  by 
the  magnitude  of  the  fum  on  which 
their  commiffion  is  charged,  to 
tranfaCl  the  public  bufinefs  at  a 
much  lower  rate  than  is  fairly  due 
to  individuals  receiving  ordinary 
confignments.  On  the  whole,  your 
committee  recommend  that  a  com* 
million  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  net 
proceeds  of  Tales  fhould  be  allowed 
to  the  commiffioners,  then  paying 
the  charges  of  their  eftablifhment. 
This  allowance  will  probabiy  a- 
mount  to  not  lefs  than  about 
[N  n  z]  ^  50,000 /. 
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50,000 /.  or  10,000/.  to  each  com- 
miffioner,  and  will  be  more,  by 
about  17,000 /.  than  would  be  due 
to  them,  according  to  the  ufual 
practice  of  merchants,  and  more, 
by  at  leaft  about  32,000/.  than 
they  could  claim  according  to  the 
precedent  of  17  c6,  to  which  they 
have  appealed.  The  excefs  of 
this  remuneration  above  that  en¬ 
joyed  by  merchants,  as  well  as 
above  that  granted  in  17 56,  may 
be  juftified  on  the  ground  partly 
of  more  than  ordinary  trouble  im- 
pofed  on  the  prefent  commiffioners, 
and  partly  by  the  length  of  time 
during  which  their  commiffion  has 
neceffarily  fubfifted,  and  perhaps 
partly  alfo  by  the  circumftance  of 
your  committee,  in  confequence  of 
the  omiffion  not  only  of  the  corn- 
miffioners,  but  alfo  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  having  to  recommend  a  re- 
trofpe&ive  arrangement.  The  fum 
which  the  commiffioners  will  have 
to  refund,  in  cafe  of  the  adoption 
of  this  fuggeft ion,  will  be  not  lefs 
than  between  60  and  70,000/. 
They  will  alfo  fail  to  receive  nearly 
20,oqo/.  which  they  appear  to 
have  expended  to  appropriate  to 
their  own  ufe,  for  further  intereft 
and  commiffion.  Your  committee 
cannot  allow  any  weight,  to  the  oh- 
fervation,  that  two  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  having,  after  a  term, 
quitted  their  profeffions  with  a 
view  to  the  fulfilment  of  their 
truft,  fome  reference  fhould  be 
made  to  this  circumftance  in  efti_ 
mating  the  amount  of  the  remune¬ 
ration.  No  notice  of  the  intended 
facrifice  was  given ;  and  it  is  ob¬ 
vious,  that  by  proportioning  the 
general  compenfation  receivable  by 
the  body  to  the  fpecial  claims  of 
two  individuals,  a  more  than  ade¬ 
quate  reward  would  be  granted  to 


the  majority.  If  it  fhould  be 
thought  fit  to  adopt  the  fuggeftion 
of  your  committee,  the  commif¬ 
fioners  ought  to  be  credited  in  ac¬ 
count  for  the  propofed  commiffion, 
and  to  be  debited  for  all  fums  ap¬ 
plied  to  their  own  ufe,  ftnee  they 
have  been  taken  without  due  au¬ 
thority,  the  fame  general  princi¬ 
ples  being  obferved  by  the  audi¬ 
tors,  in  the  fettlement  of  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  these  commiffioners,  which 
are  ufual  in  fimilar  cafes.  Your 
committee  further  fuggeft,  that 
the  commiffioners  fhould  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  to 
make  up  and  tranfmit  their  ac¬ 
counts  to  the  lords  of  his  Majef- 
ty*s  privy  council,  with  a  view  to 
their  being  fubmitted  to  the  board 
of  treafury,  and  by  them  referred 
to  the  auditors.  Your  committee 
have  not  purfued  their  examina¬ 
tion  of  all  the -topics  to  which 
their  attention  had  been  called,  as 
will  be  feen  by  the  evidence,  partly 
becaufe  fuch  inveftigation  might 
detain  them  too  long  from  their 
inquiries  into  other  fubje&s,  and 
partly  on  the  ground  of  their  not 
wilhing  to  be  confidered  as  ex¬ 
empting  the  government  fro+m  the 
duty  of  applying  their  attention  to 
the  tranfaCtions  of  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  or  the  auditors  from  the 
diligent  and  exalt  performance  of 
the  functions  of  their  important 
office.  The  magnitude  of  the 
charges  on  the  veffels  and  cargoes 
fold,  which  manifefts  itfelf  in  the 
difference  between  the  grofs  and 
the  net  proceeds,  and  in  the  excefs 
of  the  charges  above  the  whole 
proceeds  in  the  cale  of  many  vef¬ 
fels,  appears  to  demand  attention. 
Your  committee  have  had  it  chiefly 
in  their  view  to  examine  and  ani¬ 
madvert  upon  thofe  points  which 
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derive  importance  either  from  the 
magnitude  of  the  faving  in  quef- 
tion,  or  from  their  involving  fome 
general  principles,  on  which  it 
might  be  material  to  infill.  On  a 
review  of  the  whole  of  the  fubjedl 
which  has  been  before  them,  they 
beg  leave  generally  to  remark,  that 
to  commit  pecuniary  trulls  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  magnitude  to  perfons, 
however  refpedlable  as  individuals, 
and  however  qualified  for  their 
employment  by  the  habits  of  their 
former  lives,  without  fettling, 
during  a  long  courfe  of  years,  the 
mode  or  amount  of  their  remune¬ 
ration,  without  providing  any  ma¬ 
terial  check  on  their  proceedings, 
and  without  reminding  them  of 
their  refponfibility  by  calling  for 
any  regular  or  periodical  account, 
is  a  negledl  which  may  be  expect¬ 
ed  often  to  lead  to  equally  preju¬ 
dicial  confequences,  and  is  a  devi¬ 
ation  from  the  acknowledged  duty, 
and  alfo,  as  your  committee  trulls, 
from  the  ordinary  practice  of  go¬ 
vernment. 


Eaft-India  Company. 

Report  from,  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  on  the  Patro¬ 
nage  of  the  Eaf  India  Company . 
— Ordered  to  be  printed  2  $d 
March ,  1809. 

The  feled  committee,  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  exiftence  of  any 
corrupt  practices,  in  regard  to 
the  appointment  and  nomination 
of  writers  or  cadets  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Eall  India  Company  ; 
or  any  agreement,  negotiation, 
oc  bargain,  direft  or  indiredl, 
for  the  fale  thereof  $  and  to  re¬ 


port  the  fame  as  it  fhall  appear 
to  them,  to  the  houfe,  together 
with  their  obfervations  there¬ 
upon  ;  and  who  were  empower¬ 
ed  to  report  the  minutes  of  evi¬ 
dence  taken  before  them  ;  and 
their  proceedings,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  houfe  ; 

Began  their  inveiligation  by 
examining  into  a  cafe  brought  be¬ 
fore  them  by  George  Woodford 
Thellufon,  Efq.  a  member  of  this 
houfe,  in  which  his  patronage  and 
confidence  appear  to  have  been 
grofsly  abufed  The  whole  evi¬ 
dence  being  given  at  length  in  the 
appendix,  your  committee  content 
themfelves  with  inferting,  in  this 
place,  a  fhort  abftraft  only  of  this, 
and  every  other  tranfadiion  ;  giv¬ 
ing  the  names  of  the  perfons  ap¬ 
pointed,  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
were  recommended,  and  by  whom 
their  nominations  were  ligned, 
together  with  the  names  of  the 
intermediate  agents  in  any  of  the 
negociations  where  money  was  paid 
or  received.  Thofe  appointments 
which  have  been  completed  in  con- 
fequence.  of  any  fuch  bargains,  and 
upon  which  fatisfa&ory  evidence 
has  been  produced,  will  be  placed 
firlt ;  a  fecond  clafs  will  be  found 
of  nominations  which  appear  to 
have  taken  effect,  but  with  regard 
to  which,  from  the  death  of  fome 
of  the  parties,  or  from  deficiency 
of  proof  in  other  particular*,  your 
committee  are  unable  to  afeertain 
the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were 
fent  out  to  India.  It  is  a  fatis- 
fadlion  to  your  committee, 
throughout  the  whole  evidence,  to 
remark  nothing  which  traces  any 
one  of  thefe  corrupt  or  improper 
bargains  to  any  dire&or,  or  induces 
a  reafonable  fufpicion  that  it  was 
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done  with  the  privity  or  conniv¬ 
ance  of  any  member  of  that  court. 
Several  negociations  which  never 
took  effeCt,  will  be  found  alluded 
to,  or  detailed  in  parts  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  ;  which  it  was  thought  pro¬ 
per  not  to  reject  under  the  compre- 
jienfive  directions  “  that  your  com¬ 
mittee  Ihould  inquire  into  any 
agreement,  negociation,  or  bar¬ 
gain,  direCt  or  indirect,  for  the 
fale  of  fuch  nomination  and 
when  fuch  information  was  receiv¬ 
ed,  they  deemed  it  inexpedient  to 
withhold  it  from  this  houfe,  though 
they  are  fully  aware  that  their  de¬ 
li  re  of  opening  every  channel  of 
inquiry  has  led  to  an  extent  of  ex¬ 
amination,  and  to  a  mafs  of  evi¬ 
dence,  from  which  much  might  be 
retrenched  without  detriment,  if  it 
had  been  eafy  to  eftablilh  a  fatis- 
factory  principle  of  omiffion,  or 
abridgment,  which  might  have  left 
nothing  wholly  irrelevant,  or  tri¬ 
fling,  while  it  comprehended  what¬ 
ever  might  be  interesting  either  to 
this  houfe,  or  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company, 

Writers . — Mr.  Ed.  James  Smith 
was  nominated  a  writer  to  Bengal 
in  the  feafon  1806-7,  by  Mr.  G, 
W.  Theilufon  ;  the  appointment 
was  given  to  his  firft  coufin,  Mr. 
Emperor  J.  A.  Woodford,  who 
fold  the  appointment  for  3,500/. 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Ta- 
hourdin,  folicitor,  who  received 
100/.  out  of  that  fum.  The  other 
perfons  concerned  in  this  negocia¬ 
tion  were  Mr.  Wimbourn  and  Mr. 
Xaing. 

Cadets.— Mr.  Henry  Stoughton 
was  appointed  a  cadet  to  Madras, 
Jan.  1808,  by  George  Abercrom¬ 
bie  Robinfon,  Efq.  by  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Mr.  Morland,  who 
gave  the  appointment  to  Mr.  Jones 


for  a  relation  of  his.  Mr.  Jones,, 
through  the  agency  of  John  An-, 
nefley  Shee,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Stough¬ 
ton,  father  to  the  perfon  appointed, 
from  whom  Shee  received  500  gui¬ 
neas  :  he  paid  180/.  to  Mr.  Jones, 
and  received  of  him  an  undertak¬ 
ing  to  pay  320/.  upon  his  procur¬ 
ing  for  Mr.  Jones  a  Woolwich  ca- 
detfhip.  This  appointment  has 
been  vacated  by  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,,  in  confequence  of  their 
having  difcovered  the  means 
through  which  it  was  obtained. 

Having  reported  between  thirty 
and  forty  other  cafes  :  the  commit¬ 
tee  fay, 

It  appears  in  evidence,  that  fome 
Other  nominations  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  have  been  purchafed  :  but 
your  committee  have  not  been  able 
to  difcover  and  bring  before  them 
fome  of  the  perfons  who  appear  to 
have  been  parties  to  thefe  tranfac- 
tions ;  particularly  Sir  Nicholas 
Nugent,  Mr.  W.  Lowen  Tugwell 
Robins,  Mr.  Jofeph  Home,  Cap¬ 
tain  Matthew,  and  Capt.  Holmes. 
A  further  examination  into  fome 
other  bargains,  is  precluded  by 
the  death  of  Lady  Lumra,  Lady 
Leigh,  and  Captain  Sealey.^ 

The  attention  both  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  and  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  has  been  attracted  at  various 
periods  to  abufes,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  exift  in  the  difpofal  of 
their  patronage  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  at  the  time  when  their 
charter  was  renewed,  an  oath  was 
framed,  to  be  taken  by  each  di¬ 
rector  within  ten  days  after  his 
election,  containing,  among  other 
engagements,  the  following  :  “I 
do  (wear,  that  I  will  nor,  direCtly 
nor  indireCHy,  accept,  or  take  any 
perquifite,  emolument,  fee,  pre- 
fent,  or  reward,  upon  any  account; 

what» 
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whatfoever,  or  any  promife  or  en¬ 
gagement  for  any  perquifite,  emo¬ 
lument,  fee,  prefent,  or  reward 
whatfoever,  for  or  in  refpeft  of  the 
appointment  or  nomination  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  to  any  place  or 
office  in  the  gift  or  appointment  of 
the  faid  company,  or  of  me  as 
a  dire&or  thereof,  or  for  or  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ftationing  or  appointing 
the  voyage  or  voyages  of  any  (hip 
or  Chips  in  the  faid  company’s  em¬ 
ploy,  or  for  or  on  account  of  or 
any  ways  relating  to  any  other 
bufinefs  or  affairs  of  the  faid  com¬ 
pany.  ”  33 Geo.  III.  c.  5 2.  f.  160. 
—In  the  bye-laws  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  Company,  c.  6,  fed:.  5,  a  pe¬ 
nalty  is  impofed  upon  every  direc¬ 
tor  taking  any  reward  on  account 
of  any  appointment,  in  double  the 
amount  of  fuch  reward,  two-thirds 
of  which  to  the  company,  and  one- 
third  to  the  informer ;  and  fuch 
diredor  is  rendered  ipfo  fatto  inca¬ 
pable  of  holding  any  place  what¬ 
ever  under  the  company.  The 
form  of  declaration  on  every 
writer’s  petition,  is,  “  1  recom¬ 
mended  this  petition,  and  do  mo  ft 
folemnly  declare  that  I  have  given 
this  nomination  to 

and  that  I  neither  have 
received  myfelf,  noram  to  receive, 
nor  has  any  other  perfon,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  or  belief, 
received,  nor  is  to  receive,  any 
pecuniary  confideration,  nor  any 
thing  convertible  in  any  mode  into 
a  pecuniary  benefit  on  this  ac¬ 
count. ^  The  form  of  certificate 
required  to  be  figned  by  the 
neareft  of  kin  to  each  cadet, 
contains  the  following  declara¬ 
tion  :  “  I  do  further  declare, 

that  I  received  the  faid  appoint¬ 
ment  for  my  fon 

gratuitoufly,  and  that  no  money 


or  other  valuable  confideration  has 
been  or  is  to  be  paid,  either  di- 
redfly  or  indiredlly  for  the  fame  ; 
and  that  I  will  not  pay,  or  caufe 
to  be  paid,  either  by  myfelf,  by 
my  fon,  or  by  the  hands  of  any 
other  perfon,  any  pecuniary  or  va¬ 
luable  confideration  whatfoever,  to 
any  perfon  or  perfons  who  have  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  procuring 
the  faid  nomination  for  my  fon 
from  the  diredor  above-mention¬ 
ed.  ’’  The  printed  preparatory  in- 
ftrudions  which  are  circulated  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the 
ufe  of  thofe  who  may  be  nominated 
cadets,  begin  with  the  following 
refolution  :  ec  That  any  perfon 
who  (hall  in  future  be  nominated 
to  a  fituation,  either  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary,  in  the  fervice  of  this  com¬ 
pany,  and  who  fhall  have  ob¬ 
tained  fuch  nomination  either 
diredly  or  indirectly  by  pur- 
chafe,  or  agreement  to  purchafe, 
through  the  medium  of  an  agent 
or  other  person,  fhall  be  rejected ; 
and  the  perfons  fo  nominated  fhall 
be  rendered  incapable  of  holding 
any  fituation  whatfoever  in  the 
company’s  fervice :  and  in  the 
event  of  any  perfon  having  ob¬ 
tained  an  appointment  in  the  man¬ 
ner  before  ftated,  and  proceeded  to 
India  previous  to  its  being  difeo- 
vered,  fuch  perfon  fhall  be  difmiffed 
the  company’s  fervice,  and  ordered 
back  to  England,  and  fhall  alfo  be 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any 
fituation  whatfoever  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fervice.”  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ffirved,  that  abufes  in  the  difpofal 
of  cadetfhips  are  better  guarded 
againft  than  that  of  writerffiips, 
fince  the  prefent  form  of  certificate 
has  been  applied  to  them ;  for  in 
the  writerlhip  the  director  himfelf 
only  declares  that  to  the  beft  of 
[  AG/ 4]  his 
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his  knowledge  or  belief  no  pecu¬ 
niary  confideration  has  been  or  is 
to  be  received  ;  but  with  regard 
to  every  cadet,  the  parent  or  next  of 
kin  makes  a  fimilar  declaration  for 
himfelf.  The  cafes  which  are  ex¬ 
hibited  in  this  report,  demonftrate 
that  fuch  declarations  are  not  of 
fufficient  force  to  prevent  a  very 
extenfive  traffic  in  thofe  nomina¬ 
tions,  which  are  apparently  the 
beft  fecured  by  a  pofitive  denial  of 
all  undue  practices.  An  inquiry 
was  fet  on  foot  by  the  court  of 
diredlors,  in  1798,  upon  the  alle¬ 
gation  and  fufpicion  of  abufes  in 
the  nominations  of  writers  ;  the 
origin,  progrefs,  and  failure  of 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  give  in 
fome  detail. — 25th  of  April,  1798: 
A  committee  of  the  directors  was 
appointed  to  investigate  into  the 
truth  of  the  alleged  practice  of  the 
fale  of  patronage,  and  to  confider 
of  fuch  means  as  may  appear  likely 
to  prevent  the  fame  in  future,  if 
fuch  practices  have  occurred. — 9th 
July:  Each  director's  nomination 
of  writers  was  laid  before  the  com¬ 
mittee,  who  refolved  that  each 
member  of  the  committee  fhouid 
Fate  in  writing  the  names  of  the 
parties  to  whom  he  has  given  the 
nomination,  together  with  the  rea- 
fons  which  induced  him  to  give  the 
fame  :  and  that  the  feveral  parties 
who  have  received  fuch  nomina¬ 
tions  for  their  fons,  &c.  be  re¬ 
quired  to  produce  fatisfaffiory  in¬ 
formation  to  the  committee  upon 
oath,  or  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
committee  fhall  deem  mod;  expedi¬ 
ent,  that  neither  they,  nor  any 
perfon  on  their  account,  or  with 
their  privity  or  knowledge,  have 
given  or  promifed  to  give  any  con* 
fideration  on  account  of  fuch  nomi- 
.  nation,  either  to  the  director  from 
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whom  they  obtained  the  fame,  or 
to  any  perfon  on  his  behalf:  and 
it  was  agreed  to  recommend  to  the 
court  to  direft  each  individual 
member  of  the  court  to  do  the 
fame. — -  iff  Auguft,  1798:  the 
court  approved  this  report  ;  and 
(15th  August)  each  director  in 
office,  as  well  as  thofe  out  by  ro¬ 
tation  (except  Mr.  Devaynes) 
gave  explanations  in  writing. — - 
28th  Feb.  3799  :  it  was  refolved, 
that  every  appointment  made  in 
confequence  of  corrupt  practices 
he  null  and  void,  unlefs  the  parties 
to  whom  the  appointment  is  given 
fhall,  upon  examination  before  the 
committee,  make  a  fair  and  candid 
difclofure  of  all  the  circumftances 
attending  the  fame.  It  was  like- 
wife  refolved,  that  each  dire&or 
fhouid,  in  future,  on  the  petition 
of  the  writer  whom  he  nominates, 
6i  declare  upon  his  honour  to  whom 
he  has  given  the  appointment,  and 
that  he  neither  has  received  him- 
felf,  nor  is  he  to  receive,  nor  has 
any  other  perfon,  to  the  beft  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief  received, 
nor  is  to  receive,  any  pecuniary 
confideration,  nor  any  thing  con¬ 
vertible  in  any  mode  into  a  pecu¬ 
niary  benefit  on  this  account.'* 
The  dire&ion  being  changed  in 
April  ;  on  the  14th  of  Auguft, 
1799,  a  new  committee,  to  invef* 
tigate  the  truth  of  the  fale  of  pa¬ 
tronage,  &c.  was  appointed. — - 
17th  January,  1800  :  the  draft  of 
va  letter  propofed  to  be  addrefted  to 
the  parents,  &c.  of  perfons  ap¬ 
pointed  writers  fmee  1793,  re¬ 
queuing  them  to  declare  whether 
the  appointments  were  given  with¬ 
out  any  pecuniary  or  other  confi¬ 
deration,  was  confidered  by  the 
committee;  when  a  difeuflionarofe, 
whether  it  fhouid  be  on  oath ; 

when, 
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when  it  was  adjourned  till  the  21ft 
of  Jan.:  and  it  being  then  fug- 
gefied  whether  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  committee  to  proceed  in 
their  inquiry,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
to  confider  the  drafts  of  the  let¬ 
ter  to  the  parents,  See.  a  draft  of 
a  reoort  to  the  court  Hating  their 
reafons  for  recommending  this  mode 
of  invefiigation,  as  alfo  the  form 
of  a  declaration  for  the  perfons 
who  have  received  fuch  appoint¬ 
ments.  The  confideration  was  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  24th  of  January  : 
when  a  difeuffion  enfuing  thereon, 
and  on  the  neceffity  and  expediency 
of  the  mode  of  public  invefiiga- 
tion  therein  propofed ;  it  was 
agreed  to  pofipone  the  faid  report, 
and  to  proceed  to  aft  agreeably  to 
the  authority  and  infiruftions  al¬ 
ready  received  from  the  court. 
The  committee  refolved,  that  in 
their  opinion  the  parties  to  whom 
each  direftor  had  given  nomina¬ 
tions,  (bould  be  called  upon  to 
Hate  on  what  grounds  they  have 
received  the  fame,  in  every  cafe 
that  the  committee  may  deem  it 
expedient  fo  to  do. 

The  committee  then  examined, 
viva  vo.ee  9  its  different  members, 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  propofed 
meafure  ;  each  member  declared 
upon  his  honour,  that  what  he  had 
Hated  in  regard  to  his  appoint¬ 
ments  was  ft r iftly  true,  and  ex- 
preffed  his  readinefs  to  confirm  the 
fame  by  his  oath. —  28th  Jan.  1800: 
The  committee  met  to  confder  a 
draft  of  a  report  to  the  court,  com¬ 
municating  their  proceedings,  and 
propofing  further  meafures  for  the 
court’s  adoption,  as  alfo  a  draft  of 
a  letter  referred  to  in  the  faid 
report. — 31H  Jan;  The  report 


of  this  day’s  date,  with  the  letters 
to  the  parents,  &c.  and  the  decla¬ 
ration  to  be  made  by  them,  was 
approved. — 5th  Feb* ;  The  court, 
after  conHderable  difeuffion  of  the 
above,  confirm  the  fame  ;  but  re- 
folve  that  the  confideration  of  what 
is  further  to  be  done  on  the  faid 
report  be  adjourned  to  the  1  ith  of 
Feb.  when  it  is  refolved,  that 
the  committee  of  patronage  be  in- 
flrufted  to  proceed  in  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  other  members  of  the 
court,  as  they  did  with  themfelves. 
It  was  then  moved,  that  the  de¬ 
claration  propofed  in  the  report  be 
upon  oath  ;  on  this,  the  motion  of 
adjournment  was  carried. — 25th 
Feb.  A  report  figned  by  fifteen 
direftors,  approves  the  declaration, 
and  recommends  that  the  feveral 
perfons  to  whom  the  fame  is  fent 
be  requefied  to  confirm  fuch  decla¬ 
ration  upon  oath, —Another  report 
on  the  fame  day,  figned  by  twelve 
direftors,  recommends  that  no 
further  proceedings  be  had  in  this 
bufinefs  till  the  firfi  of  May. 
Both  the  above  reports  are  approv¬ 
ed  by  the  court. — 26th  Feb.  1  800  : 
The  right  hon.  Henry  Dundas  ad- 
dreffed  the  court,  acknowledging 

.  .  O  O 

the  receipt  of  their  minute  :  and 
Hating  that  he  feels  it  a  duty  that 
he  owes  both  to  himfelf  and  the 
court,  to  omit  no  means  in  his 
power  for  afeertaining  whether  any 
perfon  whom  he  has  obliged  through 
the  favour  of  the  court,  has  pre¬ 
fumed  to  abufe  his  kindnefs  in  fo 
fordid  and  unwarrantable  a  manner. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  diffents  from 
the  refolutions  to  call  for  the  de¬ 
claration  on  oath. 

The  committee  of  patronage 
eeafing  with  the  direftion  in 
April;  on  the  18th  June,  i8oos 
the  court  took  into  confideration 

the 
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the  propriety  of  re-appointing  the 
faid  committee. — It  being  moved, 
f<  That  a  committee  of  patronage 
be  re-appointed  an  amendment 
was  moved,  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  after  the  word  “  that,” 
and  to  infert  in  their  room  the 
following  :  i(  It  does  not  appear 
to  this  court,  that  any  circumstance 
has  been  ftated  to  the  court, 
by  the  committee  lately  ap¬ 
pointed  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
difpofal  of  patronage,  that  can  in¬ 
duce  or  would  juftify  the  court  in 
adopting  the  illegal  and  novel  ad- 
miniftration  of  extra-judicial  oaths 
to  a  variety  of  perfons,  not  directly 
connected  with  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany  or  the  management  of  its  af¬ 
fairs,  and  which,  though  it  would 
tend  to  throw  a  fufpicion  upon  the 
court  at  large,  which  no  cireum- 
ftances  that  have  hitherto  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  court  can 
induee  them  to  fuppofe  the  mem¬ 
bers  thereof  merit,  would  not,  they 
conceive,  be  an  effedual  mode  of 
bringing  to  light  any  fuch  prac¬ 
tices,  even  if  fuch,  in  any  partial 
inftance,  (hould  have  exifted.” 

On  the  queftion  for  the  amend¬ 
ment  being  put,  the  votes  for  and 
againft  were  equal ;  when  the  lot 
decided  for  the  amendment. 

25th  June  :  The  chairman,  de¬ 
puty  chairman,  and  eight  other 
dire&ors,  difient  from  the  refolu- 
tion  not  to  re-appoint  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  patronage.- — 24th  Sept.  : 
A  motion  was  made  in  the  court  of 
proprietors,  that  the  above  pro¬ 
ceedings  be  read  ;  they  were  read 
accordingly,  and  notice  given  by 
the  mover  of  his  intention  of 
bringing  the  fubjedt  forward  at  a 
future  court. — -20th  Jan.  1801, 
It  was  moved,  4 ‘  That  it  is  the 
opinion  oi  this  court  that  the  in¬ 


quiry  into  the  alleged  abufe  of 
patronage  ought  to  be  continued.” 
It  was  moved  to  amend  the  faid 
motion,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words  :  (<  To  inveftigate 

any  charge  that  may  be  made  of 
corrupt  practices  againft  any  one 
or  more  of  the  court  of  directors/' 
The  above  amendment  pafled  in 
the  negative  ;  when  a  ballot  was 
demanded  on  the  original  queftion; 
it  was,  3rd  Feb.  1801,  loft  by  a 
majority  of  139;  41 1  voting  for 
the  queftion,  againft  it  550. 

The  following  opinion  of  counfel 
was  given  to  the  court  of  directors, 
previous  to  the  ballot  being  taken  ; 
viz. 

Cafe  for  the  Eaft-India  con> 
pany : 

“  Whether  the  court  of  direct¬ 
ors,  or  any  committee  of  the  faid 
court,  whether  confidered  as  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  that  court,  or  as  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  proprietors,  be  legally 
authorized  to  call  for  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  fuch  perfons  upon  oath, 
as  recommended  by  the  court  of 
dire&ors  in  their  refolution  of  the 
25th  Feb.  1800;  or  whether,  in 
their  opinion,  any  magistrate  would 
be  juftified  in  adminiftering  the 
oath  fo  recommended  j  and  gene¬ 
rally  to  advife  concerning  the  le¬ 
gality  and  effedt  of  fuch  proceeds 
ings. — We  are  of  opinion,  that 
neither  the  court  of  directors,  nor 
any  committee  of  the  faid  court,  or 
committee  of  proprietors,  have  any 
legal  authority  to  require  or  re¬ 
ceive  examinations  of  perfons  upon 
oath,  as  recommended  by  the  re¬ 
folution  of  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  25th  Feb.  1800;  and  that 
no  magiftrate  will  be  juftified  in 
adminiftering  fuch  oaths. — C(  We 
therefore  think  the  propofed  pro¬ 
ceedings  would  be  contrary  to 

15? 
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law.” — Signed,  J.  Milford,  W. 
Grant,  J.  Mansfield,  T.  Erlkine, 
George  Rous. 

If  this  houfe  fhould  in  its  wisdom 
adopt  any  legiflative  meafures  for 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  all  traffic 
in  the  difpofal  of  offices  under  go¬ 
vernment,  it  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  be  proper  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  fame  protection  to  patron¬ 
age  held  under  the-Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany  ;  but  they  fee  no  reafon  to  re¬ 
commend  any  fpecial  or  feparate 
provifions,  as  applicable  to  their 
cafe,  judging  that  the  Eall-India 
company  has,  within  its  own  pow¬ 
er,  the  moft  effectual  means  for 
accomplifhing  that  end. — It  can 
never  be  advifable,  without  abfo- 
lute  neceffity,  to  add  new  offences 
to  the  long  catalogue  already 
enumerated  in  the  penal  flatutes ; 
nor  is  it  wife  to  diminifh  the  fanc- 
tity  of  oaths  by  reforting  to  them 
upon  all  occafions.  Where  folemn 
declarations  have  been  habitually 
difreearded,  little  reliance  can  be 

O  9 

placed  upon  the  fanCtity  of  any 
other  fpecies  of  affeveration.  In. 
fiances  occur  but  too  frequently, 
where  an  oath  comes  to  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  part  of  the  official 
form  by  which  an  appointment  is 
conferred  ;  and  the  human  mind, 
fertile  in  felf- deception,  accommo¬ 
dates  itfelf  with  wonderful  facility 
to  overcoming  ail  fcruples,  or  ap¬ 
plies  a  perverfe  ingenuity  to  eva¬ 
ding  all  reftridUons,  which  hand 
in  the  way  of  prefent  intereft. 
Little  fear  of  detection  is  enter¬ 
tained,  when  tranfadlions  are  in 
their  nature  private  and  confiden¬ 
tial  ;  and  the  appellation  of  honour, 
moll  improperly  applied  to  nego¬ 
tiations  of  this  clandefline  kind, 
attaches,  by  a  fingular  perverfe- 
pefs,  a  flronger  degree  of  obliga. 


tion  to  the  performance  of  fuch 
engagements,  upon  the  very  ground 
that  they  are  illegal. 

With  a  view  to  prevent  all  deal¬ 
ings  in  patronage,  the  obvious  and 
natural  mode  will  be,  to  take  away 
all  inducement  to  traffic  in  it ;  and 
this  can  only  be  attained  by 
making  the  hazard  of  fuch  fpecu- 
lations  greater  than  the  tempta¬ 
tion. — The  regulations  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  founded  upon  this  true 
and  efficacious  principle.  But  ex¬ 
amples  have  hitherto  been  wanting 
to  demonflrate  the  determination 
of  the  court  of  dircdlors  to  enforce 
their  orders  ;  no  infcance  of  pur- 
chafing  or  procuring,  by  undue 
means,  an  appointment  in  the  civil 
or  military  fervice  of  the  Eali- 
India  company,  after  fuch  appoint¬ 
ment  had  actually  taken  place,  and 
fince  the  court’s  refolution  of  the 
28th  Feb.  1799,  having  been  fo 
far  eftablifhed,  as  to  enable  the 
court  to  difmifs  the  party  appoint, 
ed. — The  immediate  confequence 
of  the  information  contained  in  this 
report,  mull  be,  that  a  certain 
number  of  perfons  in  the  fervice  of 
the  company  will  be  inllantly  de¬ 
prived  of  their  employments,  re¬ 
called  from  India,  and  declared 
incapable  of  again  receiving  any 
appointment  under  the  company. 
The  money  improperly  given  for 
procuring  thefe  fituations,  will  be 
abfolutely  loll,  without  any  poffi. 
bility  of  recovery  ;  and  thofe  who 
have,  either  imprudently  or  cor¬ 
ruptly,  been  concerned  in  obtain- 
ing  what  they  conceived  to  be 
benefits  for  their  relatives  or 
friends,  will  find  that  they  have 
done  the  greatell  injury  to  thofe 
whom  they  defired  to  ferve,  by 
inducing  them  to  dedicate  fome 
of  the  bell  years  of  their  lives 

to 
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to  an  employment,  which  the  origi¬ 
nal  defeds,  aud  corrupt  pradices 
through  which  it  was  obtained, 
mud  difqualify  them  from  profe- 
-  cuting. — Hard  as  fome  of  thefe 
cafes  mu  ft  be,  and  innocent  and  ig¬ 
norant  as  many  of  the  young  men, 
nominated  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ees,  probably  are,  of  the  undue 
means  by  which  their  appointments 
were  acquired,  your  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  nothing  but  a 
dried  adherence  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  court  of  directors, 
can  put  a  ftop  to  the  continuance 
of  thefe  abufes,  and  prevent  the 
chance  of  their  recurring.— -In 
1799,  when,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
inveftigation  already  mentioned, 
indemnity  was  offered  to  ail  thofe 
who  would  make  a  fair  and  candid 
difeiofure  of  all  the  circumftances 
through  which  their  fttuations  had 
been  procured,  though  information 
was  gained  with  regard  to  fads,  no 
example  could  be  made,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  difeiofure,  of  thofe 
who  were  found  offending  ;  and  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  fuch  prac¬ 
tices  have  been  lefs  prevalent  fmee 
that  inquiry,  than  before.  The 
deficiency  of  their  power  to  com¬ 
pel  perfons  to  anfwer,  precluded 
the  court  of  diredors  from  dif- 
covering,  if  they  punifhed,  or 
from  punilhing  if  they  difeovered, 
the  traffic  which  was  the  fubjed 
of  complaint. 

The  oath  taken  by  the  diredors 
feems  as  effedual  as  any  thing 
which  can  be  devifed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  guarding  againft  corruption, 
fo  far  as  the  diredors  themfelves 
are  immediately  concerned ;  and 
your  committee  have  already  re¬ 
marked,  that  no  one  cafe  of  cor¬ 
ruption  or  abufe,  which  has  been 
before  them,  affeds  any  member  of 


that  court,  It  is,  in  the  paffing 
through  feveral  hands,  which  hap¬ 
pens  frequently  with  regard  to  the 
more  numerous  and  lefs  valuable 
appointments  of  cadets,  that  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  this  fort  of  negotiation 
are  prefented,  which,  without  a 
greater  degree  of  vigilance  and 
ftridnefs  on  the  part  of  each  di- 
redor,  at  the  time  of  making  fuch 
nomination,  it  will  be  impradi- 
cable  to  prevent  in  future. 

Your  committee  may  perhaps  be 
exceeding  the  limits  of  their  pro¬ 
vince,  in  the  further  confiderations 
to  which  this  fubjed  leads ;  but  as 
they  decline  recommending  any 
fpecial  legiflative  enadment,  their 
view  of  the  proper  remedy  for 
thefe  abufes  may  be  incomplete, 
unlefs  they  proceed  to  fuggeft  fome 
other  observations.— The  unplea- 
fant  duty  of  increafed  vigilance  is 
not  likely  to  be  performed  with¬ 
out  fome  incitement  of  benefit  or 
difad  vantage,  attendant  upon  the 
exercife,  or  negled  of  it ;  and  it 
is  equally  conformable  to  experi¬ 
ence  to  prefume,  that  patronage 
will  continue  to  be  abufed,  fo  long 
as  no  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the 
perfon  primarily  giving,  or  by  the 
perfon  ultimately  receiving  it. — - 
Where  ftrid  examination  is  a  duty, 
any  fpecies  of  negligence  cannot  be 
wholly  blamelefs ;  and  it  appears 
not  unreafonable  to  curtail,  in  fome 
degree,  the  patronage  of  thofe, 
who  have  either  not  been  fufficient- 
ly  watchful  in  the  difpofal  of  it, 
or  whofe  diligence  has  been  un- 
fuccefsful  in  preventing  the  abufes 
which  are  complained  of.  As  an 
additional  check  againft  thofe  who 
are  inclined  to  purchafe  fuch  ap¬ 
pointments,  it  may  be  expedient 
that  a  bond  fhould  be  given  by  the 
parent,  guardian,  or  friend;  of 
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every  perfon  receiving  a  nomina¬ 
tion,  containing  a  penalty  to,  be 
paid  to  the  Eaft- India  company, 
upon  proof  being  made  at  any  fub- 
fequent  period,  that  any  valuable 
confideration  was  given  for  fuch 
appointment  ;  that  fpecies  of  proof 
being  deemed  fufiicient  to  levy  the 
penalty,  upon  which  the  court  of 
diredlors  may  think  themfelves  au¬ 
thorized  to  vacate  the  appoint¬ 
ment. 

The  practices  which  are  deve¬ 
loped  in  the  prefent  report,  and 
other  tranfa&ions  which  this  houfe 
has  recently  had  under  its  cogni¬ 
zance,  are  fufficient  to  deinonftrate 
that  patronage,  of  various  defcrip- 
tions,  has,  in  feveral  in  fiances, 
become  an  article  of  traffic  ;  that 
an  opinion  of  the  generality  of 
fuch  pra&ices  has  been  prevalent 
to  a  ftilj  greater  extent;  and  that 
fraudulent  agents  have  availed 
themfelves  of  this  belief,  to  the 
injury  of  the  credulous  and  un¬ 
wary,  and  to  the  difcredit  of  thofe 
in  whofe  hands  the  difpofition  of 
offices  is  lodged.  It  will  depend 
upon  the  fleps  which  may  be  taken 
in  confequence  of  thefe  enquiries, 
whether  fuch  abufes  fhall  receive 
a  permanent  check,  or  a  virtual 
encouragement. 

The  following  cafes  have  been 
brought  before  the  public  eye,  by 
the  inflitution  of  the  committee 
for  inquiring  into  the  abufes  of 
the  patronage  of  the  Eaft- India 
company,  in  which  the  names  of 
his  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Lord  Vifcount  Caftle- 
reagh,  and  the  Earl  of  Clancarty 
are  introduced. 

FIRST  CASE. 

The  D uhe  of  Cambridge* s. 

It  feetns  Mr.  Annefley  Shee, 
who  is  now  in  Newgate  for  refuftng 


to  anfwer  the  queftions  propofed  to 
him  by  the  committee,  (and  who, 
we  have  heard,  declares  he  will 
remain  there  until  a  dilfolution  of 
parliament,  rather  than  anfwer 
them,)  advertifed  in  the  public  pa¬ 
pers  that  he  had  an  Eaft- India 
writerfhip  to  difpofe  of,  which 
advertifement  was  replied  to  by  a 
Mr.  John  Fuller,  (formerly  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  agent  to  the  Morning 
Poft,j  who  was  authorized  to  pur- 
chafe  a  writerfhip  by  a  Mr.  Green- 
hill,  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  near 
Montrofe.  We  will  now  give 
Mr.  Fuller’s  evidence,  as  dated 
before  the  committee  of  the  houfe 
or  commons. 

What  paffed  with  Mr.  Shee  upon 
this  fubjeft  He  advertifed  a 
writerfhip,  and  in  confequence  of 
that  advertifement  I  called  upon 
him  one- morning  and  found  him  at 
home;  he  told  me,  yes,  he  had 
fuch  a  thing  to  difpofe  of,  and  I 
afked  him  the  price;  he  faid, 
either  3000  pounds  or  guineas;  his 
principals  were  to  have  3000/.  and 
he  was  to  have  150/.  that  is,  the 
fhillings. 

Was  any  money  deposited  for 
Mr.  Shee's  ufe,  if  he  could  pro¬ 
cure  this  appointment  ?— -No;  he 
wrote  me  a  note,  which  I  have 
been  trying  to  find,  but  I  cannot, 
and  rather  conceive  I  muft  have 
deftroyed  it,  but.  it  was  to  this 
effect,  that  his  mode  of  doing  bu- 
finefs  was  to  introduce  the  princi¬ 
pals  together,  and  that  on  my  de- 
pofiting  fuch  fort  of  fecurity  as 
would  enable  him  to  receive  150/. 
when  the  bufinefs  was  effected,  he 
would  introduce  me  to  the  princi¬ 
pals.  I  gave  him  a  checque,  I 
think,  on  Sir  Matthew  Bloxarn, 
for  150/. 

Conditionally  r  Yes,  condition¬ 
ally. 

What 
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What  was  the  refult  ? — On  my 
handing  over  this  checque,  he  gave 
me  a  letter  to  a  lady  in  Hampton 
Court  palace. 

WTho  was  that  lady  ?—^Her  name 
was  Cottin. 

Was  that  letter  delivered  ? — I 
delivered  it  myfelf. 

What  pa  fifed  in  the  convention 
with  Mrs.  Cottin  ? — She  read  this 
note ;  Mr.  Shee  had  previoufiy 
prepared  her  for  my  reception;  (he 
put  on  her  hat,  took  me  acrofs 
Hampton  Court  Green,  and  intro¬ 
duced  me  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Poplett,  who  is,  I  believe, 
one  of  the  deputy  lieutenants  for 
the  county  of  Middlefex.  Here  I 
thought  I  had  certainly  got  to  the 
end  of  my  troublefome  journey. 
In  my  converfation  with  Mrs. 
Cottin,  it  was  Hated  that  I  was 
to  give  her  500/.  and  I  was  to 
depofit  2 $00/.  for  the  lady  in 
whofe  po  Hellion  the  patronage  was. 
Captain  Poplett  informed  me  that 
he  had  no  doubt  in  the  world  that 
he  could  procure  the  thing  I  was 
after:  the  firfi  Hep  to  be  taken 
was,  that  I  fhould  fatisfy  him  this 
film  of  money  was  fo  depofited.  I 
went  on  the  following  day,  to  the 
beH  of  my  recolledlion,  and  in 
Kenfington’s  hands  depofited  the 
fum  of  money  required,  and  fent 
him  the  banker’s  receipts  ;  and  on 
the  fame  day  I  fent  an  undertaking 
to  pay  Mrs.  Cottin  her  500/.  that 
being  done,  I  was  to  expedl  a  final 
anfwer  from  Captain  Poplett  in  the 
courfe  of  three  weeks,  or  I  was  to 
be  at  liberty  to  remove  the  money 
again,  and  take  up  the  fecurities  I 
had  depofited.  Three  weeks  pafifed; 
a  month  pafifed  :  at  length  1  wait¬ 
ed  upon  Captain  Poplett,  and  I 
continued  to  make  applications  to 
him  feveral  rimes,  I  believe  five  or 
fix.  When  he  found  that  he  could 


not  do  what  he  had  undertaken,  1?£ 
gave  me  back  my  fecurity  for  the 
2500/. 

Do  you  recoiled!  in  what  month 
this  was  ?  If  mull  have  been  in  the 
month  of  November  laft,  fome 
where  between  the  15th  and  25th, 
I  think. 

Did  Captain  Poplett  mention  to 
you  at  any  time  in  whofe  patron¬ 
age  this  appointment  was,  which 
he  expedled  to  have  difpofed  of  r  — 
He  difiindtly  Paid  this  :  ^‘The  lady 
into  whofe  hands  this  2500/*  is  to 
go,  if  you  knew  her  hifiory,  you 
would  feel  for  as  much  as  I  do.” 
He  mentioned  that  (he  was  either 
the  widow  or  daughter  of  fome 
very  excellent  officer  who  had  been 
(lain  fomewhere,  but  he  never  faid 
more,  nor  did  I  ever  know  who  the 
lady  was  :  he  enjoined  me  to  the 
mod  profound  fecrecy,  and  nothing 
fhould  have  wrung  it  from  my  bo- 
fom,  but  the  neceffity  I  prefume 
there  is  for  my  telling  it  here. 

Did  he  mention  in  whofe  pa¬ 
tronage  this  appointment  was 
He  faid  that  (lie  had  very  con- 
fiderable  influence  with  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge,  who,  he  afifured 
me,  and  I  believe  it  mod  fin- 
cerely,  was  perfectly  unacquainted 
with  the  objedl  of  her  applica¬ 
tion  ;  that  the  duke  had  exprefied 
a  very  great  regard  for  her ;  and, 
of  courfe,  the  young  gentleman, 
whofe  name  I  mentioned,  (he  told 
him  was  a  friend  of  hers  ;  and  the 
duke,  in  confequence,  wrote  her  a 
note,  that  he  would  do  every 
thing  which  he  could,  to  get  her 
wiffies  complied  with.  I  law  the 
note  from  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
to  this  lady,  but  the  fuperfcrip- 
tion  of  it  was  carefully  taken  of, 
fo  that  I  fiiould  not  know  who 
it  was. 
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State  generally  the  contents  of 
it.— -That  he  had  received  her  ap¬ 
plication,  and  that  he  {hould  cer¬ 
tainly  make  a  point  of  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  accommodate  her  friend, 
whofe  character  (he  fpoke  fo  high¬ 
ly  of;  that  if  he  fhould  fail  in  one 
quarter,  he  would  endeavour  to 
procure  the  patronage  of  the  Queen  ; 
but  he  did  not  think  he  (hould  be 
able  to  accomplifh  the  object  this 
year,  though  it  was  very  probable 
he  might  in  that  that  was  coming. 

Was  your  friend  introduced  to 
this  lady  ? — Never  ;  in  fhort,  he 
is  in  Scotland  at  this  moment ;  he 
has  never  been  in  town  fince ;  I 
confidered  myfelf  fo  fecure  at  firft, 
I  fent  for  him  from  Scotland. 

Did  this  lady  communicate  to 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  the  name 
of  your  friend? — She  mull,  for  he 
mentioned  the  name  in  his  note. 

Did  Mrs.  Cottin  mention  the 
name  of  any  lady  to  you,  through 
whom  this  appointment  was  to 
take  place? — No  ;  and  1  believe 
for  the  belt  of  all  poflible  reafons, 
that  (he  did  not  know  the  lady  ; 
Captain  Poplett  was  more  com¬ 
municative  to  me  than  to  Mrs. 
Cottin. 

Are  you  certain  that  you  are  to¬ 
tally  unacquainted  with  the  name 
of  the  lady  ? — I  am  :  her  name 
was  always  carefully  withheld  from 
me. 

The  lady  herfelf  was  never  in¬ 
troduced  to  you  ?•— Never. 

What  was  the  name  of  your 
friend,  whom  (he  recommended  to 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  ? — James 
Greenhill. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  other 
cafe,  we  will  make  one  or  two  re¬ 
marks  on  the  preceding  one. — It 
feems  there  was  a  lady,  “  whofe 
hufband  had  been  (lain  fomewhere,*, 


for  whom  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
had  expreffed  a  great  regard, 
which  regard  was  to  be  evinced 
by  his  procuring  for  her  an  Eaft: 
India  writerlhip!  !  !  What  could 
his  royal  highnefs  imagine  this 
poor  unfortunate  lady,  (C  whofe 
hufband  had  been  (lain  fomewhere,’,' 
was  to  do  with  this  Eaft  India 
writerfhip  ?  The  anfwer  is  plain 
and  obvious,  and  we  are  convinced 
will  readily  prefen t  itfelf  to  every 
unprejudiced  man’s  mind.  But 
the  moft  curious  part  of  this  tranf- 
aftion  is  the  method  the  royal 
duke  propofed  to  himfelf  to  procure 
this  appointment ;  ((  if  he  (hould 

fail  in  one  quarter,  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  procure  the  patronage 
of  the  Queen.”  This  is  moft 
aftoniftiing.  Mrs.  Clarke,  indeed, 
did  fay  that  her  Majefty  enjoyed 
great  patronage,  and,  we  believe, 
hinted  fomethingabout  the  church  ; 
but  every  one  knows  how  much 
credit  is  due  to  what  (he  faid — 
But  here  we  have  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge’s  written  teftimony, 
that  the  Queen  does  poftefs  Eaft: 
India  patronage.  Nothing  lefs 
than  this  evidence  could  make  us 
pay  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
affertion. 

SECOND  CASE. 

Lord  Vif count  Cajllereagh  and  the 
Earl  of  (dlancarty . 

The  other  cafe  (but  far  the  mod 
important)  to  which  we  fhall  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers,  is 
that  of  Lord  Caftlereagh,  a  noble¬ 
man  who  at  the  time  of  this  tranf- 
a&ion  held,  and  who  now  holds, 
one  of  the  higheft  filiations  in  the 
ftate,  a  privy  counfellor  and  a 
member  of  the  cabinet.  It  appears, 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Reding, 
knowing  a  gentleman  who  wifhed 
to  exchange  his  feat  in  the  houfe 
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of  commons  for  an  Ead  India  wri¬ 
terfhip  for  his  fon,  opened  a  nego¬ 
tiation,  for  that  purpofe,  with  an 
Irifh  nobleman,  the  Earl  of  Clan¬ 
carty,  who  was  defirous  of  buying 
a  feat.  We  will  now  give  his 
lordfhip*s  evidence. — * 

In  confequence  of  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Reding,  in  which 
your  lordfhip’s  name  was  men¬ 
tioned  frequently,  I  am  defirous, 
in  the  fird  place,  to  know,  when 
you  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Reding? — About  the  month  of 
Odober,  i8of. 

On  what  occafion  did  you  fird 
become  acquainted  with  that  per- 
fon  ?— With  refped  to  obtaining 
a  feat  in  parliament. 

Did  you  fee  him  frequently  up¬ 
on  that  occafion*  h — Three,  four, 
or  five  times :  more  than  twice, 
certainly. 

Did  he  hold  out  that  he  had 
the  power  of  procuring  a  feat  in 
parliament  ?— -  He  did  :  he  repre¬ 
sented  that  a  friend  of  his  in  par¬ 
liament,  a  very  refpedable  man, 
was  defirous  of  retiring  from  par¬ 
liament,  but  wilhed  to  make  that 
retirement  fubfervient  to  the  ob- 
jed  of  obtaining  a  fituation  for 
a  young  man,  a  relative  of  his, 
either  a  fon  or  a  nephew,  to  the 
bed  of  my  recolledion,  and  dated 
that  if  a  writerfhip  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  party,  he  would  be 
willing  to  retire.  Having  no 
wifh  to  fave  any  expenfe  upon 
my  part,  and  having  no  writer¬ 
fhip  to  difpofe  of,  the  negotia¬ 
tion  at  that  time  clofed. 

Was  this  negotiation  renewed 
with  Mr.  Reding,  and  upon  what 
occafion  ?- — It  was  :  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  circumdance  to  my 
friend.  Lord  Cadlereagh,  and  ex- 
preffing  great  difappointment  that 


the  feat  could  not  be  obtained,  he 
told  me  that  he  had  a  writerfhip 
undifpofed  of,  which,  as  far  as  he 
himfelf  was  concerned,  he  fhouldbe 
very  happy  to  give  me  the  recom¬ 
mendation  to  ;  dating  at  the  fame 
time  the  neceffity  of  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute  inquiry  into  the  charader  of 
the  party  to  be  recommended. 
After  various  interviews  with  Mr. 
Reding,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
name  of  the  perfon  who  was  to  re¬ 
tire,  as  well  as  of  the  perfon  to  be 
recommended,  and  not  being  able 
to  obtain  either,  the  negotiation 
altogether  clofed. 

Did  Lord  Cadlereagh  offer  you 
this  appointment  of  a  writerfhip 
for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  your 
being  returned  to  parliament,  if 
that  could  be  obtained  by  this 
means  ?■ — Certainly  :  it  being  al¬ 
ways  to  be  underdood  that  the 
party  be  of  fufficient  refpedability 
to  be  eligible  for  the  fituation. 

Did  you  communicate  to  Mr, 
Reding  that  you  had  a  writerfhip 
at  your  difpofal,  which  you  were 
ready  to  give  to  his  friend,  if  the 
perfon  recommended  was  per  fed;  ly 
eligible,  provided  tire  feat  in  par¬ 
liament  could  be  obtained  ? — I  cer¬ 
tainly  gave  him  to  underdand  that 
I  had,  or  that  the  thing  might  be 
procured. 

Lord  Vifcount  Cadlereagh  next 
examined. 

Had  you  any  converfation  with 
Lord  Clancarty,  as  conneded  with 
this  tranfadicn  of  Mr.  Reding,  in 
which  a  writerfhip  was  offered  to 
Lord  Clancarty’s  nomination  ?  I 
think,  fome  time  after  I  inclofed 
Mr.  Reding’s  letter  to  Lord  Clan¬ 
carty,  Lord  Clancarty  told  me,  he 
had  a  negotiation  with  Mr.  Reding 
with  a  view  to  procure  a  feat  in 
parliament,  which,  he  faid,  had 
15  failed; 
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failed  ;  inafmuch  as  the  proportion 
he  had  made  to  Mr.  Reding,  which 
was  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  had 
been  declined  by  the  perfon  who 
was  fuppofed  to  have  the  influ¬ 
ence  to  procure  the  feat  in  par¬ 
liament. 

What  palled  between  your  Lord™ 
fhip  and  Lord  Clancarty  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  this  I  fhould  date, 
as  preliminary  to  anfwering  that 
queftion,  that  nothing  in  point  of 
fad  ever  arofe  out  of  the  com¬ 
munication  I  had  with  Lord  Clan¬ 
carty,  by  which  the  difpofal  of 
the  writerfhip  was  effeded,  nor 
did  themomination  to  any  writer- 
fhip  take  place  in  confequence  of 
that  communication.  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  queftion  itfelf,  having 
been  put  to  me  by  the  committee, 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  an 
explicit  anfwer  to  it ;  that  e(  I  was 
induced  to  place  a  writerlhip  at 
Lord  Clancarty’s  difpofal,  and  that 
certainly  the  impreftion  under 
which  I  did  it  was,  that  Lord 
Clancarty’s  coming  into  parliament 
might  be  thereby  facilitated/’  I 
Hated,  however,  to  Lord  Clan¬ 
carty,  that  I  did  not  feel  that  I 
could  recommend  any  perfon  for  a 
wri  terlhip  in  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany’s  fervice,  who  was  not  indi¬ 
vidually,  and  in  point  of  connec¬ 
tions,  a  proper  objed  to  receive  a 
political  favour  of  fuch  a  nature 
from  a  member  of  the  government, 
and  fuch  a  perfon,  in  point  of  cha- 
rader,  as  the  court  of  diredors 
were  entitled  to  exped  to  be  placed 
in  their  fervice,  in  confequence  of 
any  nomination  they  had  placed  at 
my  difpofal,  on  which  point  my 
decifion  muft  be  referved  till  I 
knew  who  the  party  was  that  folk 
cited  the  appointment. 


Subjed  to  thofe  qualifications, 
was  it  your  lordfhip’s  intention  to 
have  placed  this  nomination  at 
Lord  Clancarty’s  difpofal,  to  be 
given  in  conlideration  for  his  being 
returned  to  parliament  ?— 1  con¬ 
ceived  Lord  Clancarry,  with  thefe 
qualifications,  entitled  to  call  upon 
me  for  the  writerfhip  if  it  could  be 
of  any  ufe  to  him,  either  for  that 
purpofe,  or  any  other  that  he  was 
interefted  about,  and  which  had  no 
relation  to  a  pecuniary  tranfadiqn. 
I  mull  obferve,  hoivever,  that  my 
converfation  v/ith  Lord  Clancarty 
arofe  out  of  a  particular  cafe 
Hated,  and,  I  believe,  was  never 
aded  upon  by  him  otherwife  than 
to  afcertain  whether  the  cafe  had 
any  exiftence  in  point  of  fad.  I 
certainly  did  not  conceive,  in  fo 
placing  a  writerlhip  at  Lord  Clan¬ 
carty’s  difpofal,  that  it  could  pof- 
fibiy  become  the  fubjed;  either  of 
fale  for  money,  or  general  barter 
for  a  feat  in  parliament. 


Gorrefpondence  bet  tween  Mr.  Perce* 
valy  Earl  Greyi  and  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville, „ 

Letter  fent  in  Duplicate  to  Earl 
Grey  and  Lord  Grenville. 

i(  Wind/sr ,  Saturday , 
Sept ,  23,  1809. 

€€  My  Lord, 

The  Duke  of  Portland  hav¬ 
ing  fignified  to  his  Ma jelly  his 
intention  of  retiring  from  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  fervice,  in  confequence  of 
the  Hate  of  his  Grace’s  health,  his 
Majelly  has  authorifed  Lord  Li¬ 
verpool,  in  conjundion  with  my- 
felf,  to  communicate  with  your 


lordlhip  and  Lord  Grey,  for  the 
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purpofe  of  forming  an  extended 
and  combined  adrniniftration. 

(f  I  hope,  therefore,  that  your 
lordftiip,  in  confequence  of  this 
communication,  will  come  to  town, 
in  order  that  as  little  time  as  pof- 
fible  may  be  loft  in  forwarding  this 
Important  objeft,  and  that  you  will 
have  the  gocdnefs  to  inform  me  of 
your  arrival. 

“  I  am  alfo  to  acquaint  your 
lordfhip,  that  I  have  received  his 
Majefty's  commands  to  make  a 
iimilar  communication  to  Lord 
Grey  of  his  Majefty’s  pleafure. 

“  I  think  it  proper  to  add,  for 
your  lordfhip’s  information,  that 
Lord  Caftlereagh  and  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Canning  have  intimated  theis 
Intention  to  refign  their  offices. 

<{  I  ha  ve  the  honour  to  be.  See.  Sec. 

i(  Spencer  Perceval. 

Anfwer  from  Lord  Grey. 

i(  Howicky  Sept.  2  6. 
Sir, 

t(  I  have  this  evening  had  the 
honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  23d,  informing  me,  that  in 
confequence  of  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land’s  intention  of  retiring  from 
his  Majefty  fervice,  his  Majefty 
had  authorifed  you,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  to 
communicate  with  Lord  Grenville 
and  myfelf,  for  the  purpofe  of 
forming  an  extended  and  combined 
adrniniftration,  and  exprefling  a 
hope  that  in  confequence  of  this 
communication  1  would  go  to 
town,  in  order  that  as  little  time 
as  poflible  may  be  loft  in  forward¬ 
ing  this  important  object. 

({  Had  his  Majefty  been  pleafed 
to  fignify  tnat  he  had  any  com¬ 
mands  for  me  perfonally,  1  fhould 


not  have  loft  a  moment  in  fhowing 
my  duty  and  obedience,  by  a 
prompt  attendance  on  his  royal 
pleafure. 

“  But  when  it  is  propofed  tome 
to  communicate  with  his  Majefty ’s 
prefent  minifters,  for  the  purpofe 
of  forming  a  combined  adminiftra- 
tion  with  them,  I  feel  that  I  ihould 
be  wanting  in  duty  to  his  Majefty, 
and  in  fairnefs  to  them,  if  I  did 
not  frankly  and  at  once  declare, 
that  fuch  an  union  is,  with  refpeft 
to  me,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  impoflible.  This  being 
the  anfwer  I  find  myfelf  under  the 
neceflity  of  giving,  my  appearance 
in  London  could  be  of  no  advan¬ 
tage,  and  might  poflibly,  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  like  the  prefent,  be  attended 
with  fome  inconvenience. 

(C  I  have  thought  it  better  to  re- 
queft,  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
nefs  to  lay  my  duty  at  the  feet  of 
his  Majefty,  humbly  intreating  him 
not  to  attribute  to  any  want  of  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  royal  perfon,  or  to 
diminifhed  zeal  for  his  fervice,  my 
declining  a  communication,  which, 
on  the  terms  propofed,  could  lead 
to  no  ufeful  refult,  and  which 
might  be  of  ferious  detriment  to 
the  country,  if  in  confequence  of  a 
lefs  decifive  anfwer  from  me,  any 
further  delay  fhould  take  place  in 
the  formation  of  a  fettled  govern¬ 
ment. 

((  I  am,  &c„ 

(t  Grey.” 

Firft  Anfwer  from  Lord  Grenville. 

**  BocontioCy  Sept .  25,  1809. 

(t  Sir, 

il  I  have  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  your  letter  of  the  23d  inft. 
and  underftanding  it  as  an  official 

fignification 
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ftgnification  of  his  Majefty  *s  plea- 
fare  for  my  attendance  in  town, 

I  ill  all  lofe  no  time  in  repairing 
thither,  in  humble  obedience  to  his 
Majefty’s  commands* 

“  I  mult  beg  leave  to  defer 
until  my  arrival  all  obfervations 
on  the  other  matters  to  which  your 
letter  relates. 

4 1  I  have,  &c. 

Grenville.'* 

Second  Anfvoer  from.  Lord  Grenville . 

il  Sept,  29,  1809. 

44  Sir, 

44  Having  laft  night  arrived 
here,  in  humble  obedience  to  his 
Majelly’s  commands,  I  think  it 
now  my  duty  to  lofe  no  time  in 
expreffing  to  you  the  neceffity  un¬ 
der  which  I  feel  myfelf  of  declin¬ 
ing  the  communication  propofed  in 
your  letter,  being  fatisfied  that  it 
could  not,  under  the  circumftances 
there  mentioned,  be  productive  of 
any  public  advantage* 

44  I  trull  I  need  not  fay,  that 
this  opinion  is  neither  founded  in 
any  fentiment  of  perfonal  hoftiiity, 
nor  in  a  defire  of  unneceffariiy 
prolonging  political  differences. 

44  To  compofe,  not  to  inflame, 
the  divilions  of  the  empire,  has 
always  been  my  anxious  wifh,  and 
is  now  more  than  ever  the  duty  of 
every  loyal  fubjeCl  ;  but  my  accef- 
fion  to  the  exifting  adminiftration 
could,  I  am  confident,  in  no  re- 
fpedl  contribute  to  this  obje£l  ; 
nor  could  it,  I  think,  be  confldered 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  dere¬ 
liction  of  public  principle. 

44  This  anfwer,  which  I  mull 
have  given  to  any  fuch  propofal  if 
made  while  the  government  wa3 
yet  entire,  cannot  be  varied  by  the 
retreat  of  fome  of  its  members. 


44  My  objects  are  not  perfonal— i 
they  apply  to  the  principle  of  the 
government  itfelf,  and  to  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  attended  its  ap¬ 
pointment. 

44  I  have  now,  therefore,  only  to 
requell,  that  you  will  do  me  the 
honour  of  fubmitting,  in  the  moll 
refpeClful  terms,  thefe  ray  humble 
opinions  to  his  Majefty,  accompa- 
nied  by  the  dutiful  and  lincere  af- 
furance  of  my  earned  defire  at  all 
times  to  teftify,  by  all  fuch  means 
as  are  in  my  power,  my  unvaried 
aeal  for  his  Majefty’*  fervice* 

44  I  have,  &c. 

44  Grenville.’* 

Letter  front  Mr .  Perceval  to  Lord 
Grenville . 

44  Sept .  29^  1809. 

44  My  Lord, 

44  I  loll  no  time  in  communi¬ 
cating  to  Lord  Liverpool  your 
lordlhip’s  letter  of  this  day. 

44  It  is  with  great  concern  that 
we  have  learnt  from  it,  that  your 
lordlhip  feels  yourfelf  under  the 
neceffity  of  declining  the  commu¬ 
nication  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
propofe. 

44  In  propofing  to  your  Lordlhip 
and  Lord  Grey,  under  his  Majefty 's 
authority,  to  communicate  with 
Lord  Liverpool  and  myfelf,  not  for 
the  acceflion  of  your  lordlhip  to 
the  prefent  adminillration,  but  for 
the  purpofe  of  forming  a  combined 
and  extended  adminillration,  no 
idea  exilled  in  our  minds  of  the 
neceffity  of  any  dereli&ion  of  pub¬ 
lic  principle  on  either  fide. 

44  Your  lordfhip  may  reft  allur¬ 
ed,  that  in  communicating  to  his 
Majefty  the  neceffity  under  which 
you  feel  yourfelf  of  declining  the 
communication  which  I  had  the 
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honour  to  propofe  to  your  lordfhip, 
I  will  do  every  juft  ice  to  the  re- 
fpe&ful  terms,  and  the  dutiful  and 
fincere  a  flu  ranee  of  your  Iordlhip’s 
Unwearied  zeal  for  his  Ma  jelly's 
fervice,  with  which  the  ex  predion 
of  that  neceflity  was  accompanied, 

“  I  cannot  conclude  without  ex¬ 
prefling  the  fatisfaftion  of  Lord 
Liverpool  and  myfelf  at  your  lord- 
fhip's  a  flu  ranee,  that  the  failure  of 
this  propofal  is  not  to  be  attributed 
to  any  fentiment  of  perfonal  hofti- 

lity* 

(S  I  have,  &c.  &c. 

6(  Spencer  Fercsval,” 


Quarrel  between  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  and  Lord  Castle- 

REAGH. 

Lord  Cajilereagh' s  Letter  to  Mr. 
Canning  y  and  Mr.  Canning's 
Anfaver. 

St.  James'  s -Square  v 
September  19, 

<e  Sir, 

‘f  It  is  unneeeflary  for  me  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  ftatement 
of  the  circumftances  which  pre¬ 
ceded  the  recent  refignations.  It 
is  enough  for  me,  with  a  view  to 
the  immediate  object  of  this  letter, 
to  ftate,  that  it  appears  a  propofi- 
tion  had  been  agitated,  without 
any  communication  with  me,  for 
my  removal  from  the  war  depart¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  you,  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  feflion,  having 
urged  a  decifion  upon  this  ques¬ 
tion,  with  the  alternative  of  your 
feceding  from  the  government, 
procured  a  pofitive  promife  from 
the  Duke  of  Fortland  (the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  you  afterwards  con- 
fldered  yourfelf  entitled  to  enforce) 
that  fuch  removal  fhould  be  carried 
into  efftdL  Notwithftanding  this 


promife,  by  which  I  confider  yon 
pronounced  it  unfit  that  I  fhould 
remain  charged  with  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  and  by  which  my  fltu- 
ation  as  a  minifter  of  the  crown 
was  made  dependent  upon  your 
will  and  pleafure,  you  continued  to 
fit  in  the  fame  cabinet  with  me, 
and  to  leave  me  not  only  in  the 
perfuafion  that  I  poflefled  your 
confidence  and  fupport  as  a  col¬ 
league,  but  you  allowed  me,  in 
breach  of  every  principle  of  good 
faith,  both  public  and  private, 
though  thus  virtually  fuperfeded, 
to  originate  and  proceed  jn  the 
execution  of  a  new  enterprife  of 
the  moll  arduous  and  important  na¬ 
ture,  with  your  apparent  concur¬ 
rence,  and  often  Able  approbation. 

<s  You  were  fully  aware  that  if 
my  fituation  in  the  government  had 
been  difclofed  to  me,  I  could  not 
have  fubmitted  to  remain  one  mo¬ 
ment  in  office,  without  the  entire 
abandonment  of  my  private  honour 
and  public  duty.  You  knew  I  was 
deceived,  and  you  continued  to  de¬ 
ceive  me. 

iS  l  am  aware,  it  may  be  faid, 
which  1  am  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  when  you  prefled  for  a  deci¬ 
fion  for  my  removal,  you  alfo 
prefled  for  its  difclofure,  and  that 
it  was  refilled  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  and  fome  members  of  the 
government,  fuppofed  to  be  my 
friends.  But  I  never  can  admit 
that  you  have  a  right  to  make  ufe 
of  fuch  a  plea,  in  j unification  of 
an  a£l  affecting  my  honour,  nor 
that  the  fentiments  of  others  could 
juftify  an  acquiefcence  in  fuch  a 
delufion  on  your  part,  who  had 
yourfelf  felt  and  Hated  its  unfair- 
nefs.  Nor  can  I  admit  that  the 
head  of  any  adminillration,  or  any 
fuppofed  friend,  ^whatever  may  be 

their 
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their  motives)  can  authorife  or 
fandtion  any  man  in  fuch  a  courfe 
of  long  and  perfevering  deception. 

For  were  I  to  admit  fuch  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  my  honour  and.  character 
would  be  from  that  moment  in  the 
difcretion  of  perfons  wholly  un- 
authorifed  and  known  to  you  to 
be  unauthorifed,  to  adi  for  me  in 
fuch  a  cafe.  It  was  therefore  your 
adf  and  your  condudl  which  de¬ 
ceived  me  ;  and  it  is  impoffible 
for  me  to  acquiefce  in  being  placed 
in  a  fituation  by  you,  which  no 
man  of  honour  could  knowingly 
fubmit  to,  nor  patiently  fuffer  him- 
felf  to  be  betrayed  into,  without 
forfeiting  that  character. 

<(  i  have  no  right,  as  a  public 
man,  to  refent  your  demanding, 
upon  public  grounds,  my  removal 
from  the  .particular  office  I  have 
held,  or  even  from  the  adminiftra- 
tlon,  as  a  condition  of  your  conti¬ 
nuing  a  member  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  But  I  have  a  diftindf  right 
to  expedt  that  a  propofition,  juiti- 
fiable  in  itfejf,  fhall  not  be  executed 
in  an  unjuftifiable  manner,  and  at 
the  expence  of  my  honour  and  re¬ 
putation,  And  1  confider  that  you 
were  bound,  at  lead,  to  avail  your- 
felf  of  the  fame  alternative,  namely, 
your  own  refignation,  to  take 
yourfelf  out  of  the  predicament  of 
pradVifing  fuch  a  deceit  towards 
me,  which  you  did  exercife  in  de¬ 
manding  a  decifion  for  my  re-  , 
moval'. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  I 
imift  require  that  fatisfadfion  from 
you  to  which  I  feel  myfeif  entitled 
to  lay  claim. 

“  I  am,  &c. 

“  C  ASTLERE  AGH.” 

ii  The  Right  Hon *  George  Canning. 
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((  Glouc eft er -Lodge ,  Sept.  20. 

Ci  My  Lord, 

€<  The  tone  and  purport  of  your 
lordfnip’s  letter,  which  I  have 
this  moment  received,  of  courfe 
preclude  any  other  anfwer  on  my 
part  to  the  mifapprehenfions  and 
mifreprefentatious  with  which  it 
abounds,  than  that  I  will  cheer¬ 
fully  give  to  your  lordfhip  the  fa* 
tisfadtion  which  you  require. 

“  I  am,  &c. 

{(  George  Canning.” 
H  Lord  V if  count  Caftlereagh ,  &c.*9 


The  following  Detail  of  the  original 
Caufe  of  the  Animofty  between 
Lord  Cajllereagh  a?id  Mr.  Can - 
7iingi  is  fuppofed  to  be  written  by 
Mr.  Cooke ,  the  private  Secretary 
to  Lord  Caflereagh  :*— 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  Mr, 
Canning,  during  the  Eafter  recefs, 
did  make  a  reprefentation  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with 
refpedt  to  the  war  department, 
founded  upon  differences  which 
had  prevailed  between  him  and 
Lord  Caftlereagh  ;  but  it  is  not 
true  that  this  letter  was  fhown  to 
the  cabinet,  or  that  the  fubjedl  was 
even  ftated  to  the  cabinet,  however 
it  might  have  been  fecretly  com¬ 
municated  to  fome  of  the  members, 
It  is  alfo  true  that  a  fuggeftion  was 
made  for  appointing  the  Marquis 
Wellefley  to  fucceed  Lord  Caitle* 
reagh.  It  is  likewife  undeniable, 
that  a  decifion  upon  this  point  was 
poftponed  till  near  the  clofe  of  the 
feffion.  It  is  further  ascertained, 
that  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fef¬ 
fion,  when  Lord  Grenville  Levefon 
Gower’s  writ  was  to  be  moved  for. 
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office,  and  the  cabinet,  that  Mr. 
Canning  called  upon  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  as  a  condition  of  his  re¬ 
maining  in  the  government,  to  give 
him  a  decifion  upon  the  proportion 
for  removing  Lord  Caflereagh, 
and  appointing  the  Marquis  Wel- 
lefey  his  fuccefifor  ;  and  the  Duke 
of  Portland  having  given  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  a  fpecific  and  pofitive  promise 
to  this  effect,  Mrl  Canning  preffed 
that  itfiould  be  immediately  ailed 
upon,  and  Lord  Caflereagh  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it.  Lord  Cafle- 
reagh,  however,  was  not  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  Mr.  Canning  ac- 
quiefced  in  its  being  concealed 
from  him. 

Undoubtedly,  Lord  Camden  was 
acquainted  with  the  tranfaftions  ; 
but  it  is  not  true  that  his  lordfhip 
ever  undertook  to  make  the  dif- 
clofure  to  Lord  Caflereagh,  nor 
did  he  ever  make  it.  It  is  alfo 
true,  that  Mr,  Canning  was  tho¬ 
roughly  apprifed  that  it  was  not 
made  known  to  Lord  Caflereagh. 
And  it  is  further  true,  that  Lord 
Caflereagh,  being  kept  in  pro¬ 
found  ignorance  of  the  decifion  for 
his  removal  from  office,  was  per¬ 
mitted,  though  in  faft  virtually  no 
longer  a  minifer,  and  in  this  fate 
of  delufon,  to  continue  to  conduft 
the  entire  arrangement  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  to  engage  in  a  new  ex^- 
pedition  of  the  moft  extenfve, 
complicated,  and  important  nature, 
under  the  full  perfuafion,  not  that 
Mr.  Canning  had  fupplanted  him 
In  office,  and  pofiefled  in  his  pocket 
a  promife  for  his  difmiflal,  but 
that  he  really  enjoyed  (as  during 
the  period  he  in  outward  fhow  and 
daily  concurrence  experienced) 
Mr.  Canning’s  fincere,  liberal,  and 
kona  fide  fupport,  as  a  co-operaling 
#nd  approving  colleague.  It  is 


further  known,  that  Mr.  Canning 
having  thus  in  his  pocket  Lord 
Caf  lereagh’s  difmiffal,  and  having 
arranged  with  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  that  it  fhouid  be  carried  into 
execution  at  the  termination  of  the 
expedition,  he  did,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  the  day  that  the  ac¬ 
count  arrived  from  Lord  Chatham 
that  he  could  not  proceed  to  An¬ 
twerp,  write  to  the  Duke  ol  Port¬ 
land,  demanding  the  execution  of 
the  promife  made  to  him.  What 
were  all  the  difficulties  which  were 
farted  from  time  to  time  againf 
the  immediate  execution  of  this 
promife,  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  detail  ;  but  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  but  the  quef  ion  of  the 
writerfhip,  which  it  has  been  at¬ 
tempted  to  connect  with  this  tranf- 
aftion,  could  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it  ;  as  Mr.  Canning  never 
contended  for  Lord  Caf lereagh’s 
removal  from  the  government,  but 
from  the  particular  office  he  held, 
and  into  which  he  wified  to  intro¬ 
duce  Lord  Wellefey.  It  appears 
that  the  demand  of  the  fulfilment 
of  the  promife  led  to  the  refigna- 
tion  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and 
fubfequently  of  Mr.  Canning. — 
And  if  further  appears,  that  as  foon 
as  the  whole  of  this  unparalleled 
conduct  was,  at  this  late  period, 
difclofed  to  Lord  Call lereagh,  he 
immediately  placed  his  refignation 
in  his  Majefy’s  hands.  On  the 
truth  of  the  above  fa  ft  s  the  public 
may  rely  ;  and  they  can  no  longer 
be  at  a  lofs  for  the  real  caufes  and 
grounds  of  the  demand  made  by 
Lord  Caflereagh  for  fatisfaftiorj 
from  Mr.  Canning. 

Mr.  Canning's  Anfiwcr  to  Cord 
Cafilereagh' s  Statement. 

The 
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The  following  has  hem  iifhered  to 
the  World  as  the  Statement  of 
Mr,  Canning ,  on  the  Subject  of 
the  Difference  which  led  to  the 
recent  Duel  between  himfelf  and 
Lord  Caflereagh . 

It  is  perfectly  true,  that  fo  long 
ago  as  Eafter,  Mr.  Canning  had 
reprefented  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  the  infufficiency  (in  his  opi¬ 
nion)  of  the  government,  as  then 
conftituted,  to  carry  on  the  affairs 
of  the  country,  under  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  times ;  and  had  re- 
quefted  that,  unlefs  fome  change 
fiiould  he  effected  in  it,  he  might 
be  permitted  to  refign  his  office. 
It  is  equally  true,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difcuffion,  which 
arofe  out  of  this  reprefentation,  it 
was  propofed  to  Mr.  Canning,  and 
accepted  by  him,  as  the  condition 
of  his  confenting  to  retain  the  feals 
of  the  foreign  office,  that  a  change 
fhouM  be  made  in  the  war  depart¬ 
ment. 

But  it  is  not  true  that  the  time 
at  which  that  change  was  ulti¬ 
mately  propofed  to  be  made,  was 
of  Mr.  Canning's  choice  ;  and  it  is 
not  true  that  he  was  party  or  con¬ 
fenting  to  the  concealment  of  that 
intended  change  from  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh. 

With  refpeft  to  the  concealment, 
Mr.  Canning,  fome  Ihort  time  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  date  of  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh’s  letter,  without  the  frnall- 
eft  fufpicion  of  the  exiftence  of 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Caftlereagh  to  make  fuch  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  Mr.  Canning  as  this  letter 
contains,  but  upon  information  that 
fome  mifapprehenfion  did  exift  as 
to  Mr.  Canning's  fuppofed  concur¬ 
rence  in  the  referve  which  had  been 
pra&ifed  towards  Lord  Caftlereagh, 


tranfmitted  to  one  of  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh’s  mod  intimate  friends,  to 
be  communicated  whenever  he 
might  think  proper,  the  copy  of  a 
letter  addreffed  by  Mr.  Canning  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  the  month 
of  July,  in  which  Mr.  Canning  re- 
quefts,  “  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  that 
it  may  be  remembered,  whenever 
hereafter  this  concealment  (hall  be 
alleged  (as  he  doubts  not  that  it 
will)  againft  him,  as  an  a<ff  of  in- 
juftice  towards  Lord  Caftlereagh, 
that  it  did  not  originate  in  his  fug- 
geftion  ;  that,  fo  far  from  defiring 
it,  he  conceived,  however  errone- 
ouflyy  Lord  Camden  to  be  the  fure 
channel  of  communication  to  Lord 
Caftlereagh;  and  that  up  to  a  very 
late  period,  he  believed  fuch  com¬ 
munication  to  have  been  aftually 
made." 

The  copy  of  this  letter,  and  of 
the  Duke  of  Portland’s  anfwer  to 
it, (( acknowledging  Mr. Canning’s 
repeated  remonft ranees  againft  the 
concealment,"  are  ftill  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  friend. 

The  communication  to  Lord 
Camden,  to  which  this  letter  re¬ 
fers,  was  made  on  the  28th  April, 
with  Mr.  Canning’s  knowledge, 
and  at  his  particular  defire.  Lord 
Camden  being  the  near  connexion 
and  moft  confidential  friend  of  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  it  never  occurred  to 
Mr.  Canning,  nor  was  it  credible 
to  him,  till  he  received  the  moft 
pofitive  affeverations  of  the  faff, 
that  Lord  Camden  had  kept  back 
fuch  a  communication  from  Lord 
Caftlereagh. 

With  refpeft  to  the  period  at 
which  the  change  in  the  war  de¬ 
partment  was  to  take  place,  Mr. 
Canning  was  induced,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  to  confent  to  its  poftpone- 
ment  till  the  rifing  of  parliament, 

[Q  0  4]  '  partly 
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partly  by  the  reprefentations  made 
to  himfelf,  of  the  inconveniences 
of  any  change  in  the  middle  of  a 
feffion,  but  principally  from  a  con- 
iideration  of  the  particular  circum- 
dances  under  which  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh  Rood  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  after  Eader  ;  circumftances 
which  would  have  given  to  his  re¬ 
moval  at  that  period  of  the  feffion, 
a  character  which  it  was  certainly 
no  part  of  Mr.  Canning’s  wifh  that 
it  fhould  bear. 

Mr.  Canning,  however,  receiv- 
ed  the  molt  politive  promife,  that 
a  change  in  the  war  department 
fhould  take  place  immediately  upon 
the  elofe  of  the  feffion.  When 
that  time  arrived,  the  earned:  and 
repeated  entreaties  of  mod  of  Lord 
Cadiereagh’s  friends  in  the  cabinet 
were  employed  to  prevail  upon 
Mr.  Canning  to  confent  to  the 
podponement  of  the  arrangement. 

At  length,  and  mod  reluctantly, 

-  he  did  give  his  confent  to  its  being 
podponed  to  the  period  propofed  by 
Lord  Cadiereagh’s  friends,  viz. 
the  termination  of  the  expedition 
then  in  preparation  ;  but  did  fo 
upon  the  mod  didinCt  and  folemn 
affurances,  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  iffiie  of  the  expedition,  the 
change  fhould  take  place  at  that 
period  ;  that  the  feals  of  the  war- 
department  fhould  then  be  offered 
to  Lord  Wellefley,  (the  perfon  for 
whofe  acceffion  to  the  cabinet  Mr. 
Canning  was  known  to  be  mod 
anxious)  and  that  the  interval 
fhould  be  diligently  employed  by 
Lord  CadlerCagh’s  friends  in  pre¬ 
paring  Lord  Cadiereagh’s  mind 
to  acquiefce  in  f’uch  an  arrange¬ 
ment. 

It  was  therefore  matter  of  ado- 
nifh rnent  to  Mr.-Canning,  when,  at 
the  iffiie  of  the  expedition,  he  re* 


minded  the  Duke  of  Portland  thaf 
the  time  was  now  come  for  his 
Grace’s  writing  to  Lord  Wellefley, 
to  find,  that  fo  far  from  the  inter¬ 
val  having  been  employed  by  Lord 
Cadiereagh’s  friends  in  preparing 
Lord  Cadlereagh  for  the  change, 
the  fame  referve  had  been  conti¬ 
nued  towards  him,  againft  which 
Mr.  Canning  had  before  fo  earn- 
efUy  remondrated.  Being  in« 
formed  of  this  circumdance  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  and  learning  at 
the  fame  time  from  his  Grace  that 
there  were  other  difficulties  attend^ 
ing  the  promifed  arrangement,  of 
which  Mr.  Canning  had  not  before 
been  apprifed  ;  and  that  the  Duke 
of  Portland  had  himfelf  come  to  a 
determination  to  retire  from  office, 
Mr.  Canning  indantly,  and  before 
any  ftep  whatever  had  been  taken 
towards  carrying  the  promifed 
arrangement  into  effe<d,  withdrew 
his  claim,  and  requeded  the  Duke 
of  Portland  to  tender  his  (Mr, 
Canning’s)  refignation,  at  the  fame 
time  with  his  Grace’s,  to  the  king. 
This  was  on  Wednefday,  the  6th 
of  September,  previously  to  the 
levee  of  that  day. 

All  quedion  of  the  performance 
of  the  promife  made  to  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  being  thus  at  an  end,  the 
referve  which  Lord  Cadiereagh’s 
friends  had  hitherto  fo  perfever- 
ingly  pratdifed  towards  Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh,  appears  to  have  been  laid 
afide.  Lord  Cadlereagh  was  now- 
made  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
intended  to  have  been  propofed  to 
him* 

What  may  have  been  the  rea- 
fans  which  prevented  Lord  Caftle- 
reagh’s  friends  from  fulfilling  the 
affurances  given  to  Mr.  Canning, 
that  Lord  Cadiereagh’s  mind 
4  ' v  fhould 
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fhould  be  prepared  by  their  com¬ 
munication  for  the  arrangement 
intended  to  be  carried  into  effed ; 
and  what  the  motives  for  the  dif- 
clofure  to  Lord  Caftlereagh  after 
that  arrangement  had  ceafed  to  be 
in  contemplation,  it  is  not  for  Mr. 
Canning  to  explain. 

In  Addition  to  Lord  Cafilereagh’s 
and  Mr.  Canning’s  Statements  of 
the  Origin  of  the  late  Duely  the 
following  has  hee?i  fublijhed  hy 
Lord  Camden : — 

As  it  may  be  inferred  from  a 
ftatement  which  has  appeared  in 
the  public  papers,  that  Lord  Cam- 
den  withheld  from  Lord  Caftle- 

«  '  ■*  '  i 

reagh  a  communication  which  he 
had  been  defired  to  make  to  him, 
it  is  necelfary  that  it  Ihould  be  un- 
derftood,  that,  however  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  might  have  conceived  the 
communication  alluded  to,  to  have 
been  made  to  Lord  Camden,  it 
was  never  Hated  to  Lord  Camden, 
that  the  communication  was  made 
at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Canning,  and 
that,  fo  far  from  Lord  Camden 
having  been  authorifed  to  make 
the  communication  to  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh,  he  was  abfolutely  reftrided 
from  fo  doing. 

As  it  may  alfio  be  inferred,  that 
Lord  Camden  was  expeded  to  pre¬ 
pare  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  mind  for 
any  propofed  change,  it  is  necelfary 
that  it  fhould  be  underftood,  that 
Lord  Camden  never  engaged  to 
communicate  to  Lord  Caltlereagh 
any  circumftances  refpeding  it, 
before  the  termination  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition. 


Mr .  Canning’s  Statement. 
To  Earl  Camden,  See,  Sec* 


t{  Gloucefer  hodges 
Nov.  14,  1809. 

“  My  Lord, 

“  I  bad  written  to  your  lord- 
(hip  immediately  after  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  your  lordfhip’s  ftate- 
ment  ;  but  I  delayed  fending  my 
letter,  in  the  hope  of  being  able 
previoufly  to  fubmit  it  to  the  peru- 
fal  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

“  In  this  hope  I  have  been  dis¬ 
appointed  by  that  fatal  event  which 
ha?  deprived  this  country  of  one  of 
its  moll  upright  and  difinterefted 
patriots  ;  the  king  of  one  of  his 
mo  ft  faithful,  devoted,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  fubjeds  ;  and  the  world  of 
one  of  the  moft  blamelefs  and  molt 
noble-minded  of  men. 

“  Thus  fituated,  I  have  thought 
it  right  to  revife  what  I  had  writ¬ 
ten,  and  fcrupuloully  to  expunge 
every  reference  to  the  authority  of 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  which 
would  now  Hand  upon  my  foie 
teflimony  ;  retaining  fuch  only  as 
are  fupported,  either  by  written 
documents,  which  I  (hall  be  happy 
to  communicate  to  your  lordlhip  • 
or  by  fads  which  are  well  known 
to  your  lordlhip,  or  to  your  col¬ 
leagues,  and  in  which,  for  the  moll: 
part,  your  lordlhip  is  yourfelf  con¬ 
cerned. 

“  Neither,  however,  can  I  con¬ 
tent  myfelf  with  this  precaution  ; 
but  mull  proteft,  at  the  fame  time, 
in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  againft 
any  poffible  mifeonftrudion,  by 
which  any  thing  in  the  following 
letter  can  be  ftrained  to  a  meaning 
unfavourable  to  the  motives  which 
aduated  the  Duke  of  Portland's 
condud. 

“  It  is  impoffible,  indeed,  not. 
to  regret  the  policy,  however  well 
intentioned,  which  didated  the 

refer  ve 
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referve  pra&ifed  towards  Lord 
Caftlereagh  in  the  beginning  of 
this  tranfa&ion  ;  or  that  praftifed 
towards  mvfelf  in  its  conclufion. 

“  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
Duke  of  Portland  fhould  have  iin- 
pofed,  and  that  your  lordfhip  fhould 
have  accepted,  the  condition  of 
filence,  in  the  firft  communications 
between  you, 

iC  It  is  alfo  to  be  regretted,  that 
I  fhould  not  have  learnt  in  July, 
that  your  lordfhip  was  not  party 
to  the  aflu ranees  then  given  to  me, 
on  behalf  of  Lord  Cadlereagh’s 
friends  in  general ;  and  that  ano¬ 
ther  member  of  the  cabinet,  com¬ 
prehended  in  that  defeription,  had 
(as  I  have  fince  heard)  refufed  to 
concur  in  them. 

“  Had  I  been  made  acquainted 
with  thefe  circumdances,  I  fnould 
then  have  refigned  ;  and  my  refig- 
nation  would,  at  that  time,  have 
taken  place  without  inconvenience 
or  embarraflment  j  and  without 
ftirring  thofe  queftions  (no  way 
conne&ed  with  the  caufes  of  my 
retirement)  or  fubjefting  me  to 
thofe  mifinterpretations  of  my  con¬ 
duct  and  motives,  which  have  been 
produced  by  the  coincidence  of  my 
refignation  with  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland. 

“  But,  however  this  referve  may 
be  to  be  regretted,  it  is  impoilible 
to  attribute  the  adoption  of  it,  on 
the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
to  any  other  motives  than  to  that 
gentlenefs  of  nature  which  emi¬ 
nently  didinguifhed  him ;  and 
which  led  him  to  endeavour  (above 
all  things)  to  prevent  political  dif¬ 
ferences  from  growing  into  per- 
fonal  diffention  ;  and  to  aim  at 
executing  whatever  arrangement 
might  be  expedient  for  improving 
or  (Lengthening  the  adminiftra- 


tion,  with  the  concurrence,  if  pof- 
ftble,  of  all  its  exiding  members. 

<(  And  no  man  who  knows  the 
affectionate  refpedt  and  attachment, 
which  the  manly  and  generous  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Duke  of  Portland’s 
mind  were  calculated  to  command, 
and  which  I  invariably  bore  to  him, 
will  fufpeft  me  of  being  willing  to 
eflablifh  my  own  vindication,  at 
the  expence  of  the  flighted  difre- 
fpeCl  to  his  memory,  or  prejudice 
to  his  fame. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

“  My  Lord, 

t(  Your  Lordfhip’s  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

“  George  Canning.” 


(i  To  Earl  Camden ,  &c.  &c, 
s(  My  Lord, 

ss  The  datement,  which  has 
been  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers, 
in  your  lordfhip’s  name,  has  de¬ 
cided  a  quedion  on  which  I  had 
before  been  hefitating,  as  to  the 
neceflity  of  an  authentic  detail  of 
the  tranfadions,  (fo  far  as  I  am 
concerned  in  them,  or  am  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them)  to  which 
that  datement  refers. 

“  For  that  purpofe,  I  think  a 
direCt  addrefs  to  your  lordfhip 
more  decorous,  both  towards  your 
lordfhip,  and  for  myfelf,  than  an 
anonymous  paragraph  in  a  newf- 
paper. 

<s  It  is  with  the  mod  painful 
reludlance  that  I  recur  to  a  fubjeft 
which,  fo  far  as  it  concerns  Lord 
Cadlereagh  and  myfelf,  had  been 
fettled  in  a  manner,  which  is 
ufually,  I  believe,  confldered  as 
final. 

“  Difcuflions  of  the  caufes  of 
difpute  more  commonly  precede, 
than  follow,  the  extreme  appeal  to 

which 
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which  Lord  Caftlereagh  reforted  : 
and  when,  after  mature  considera¬ 
tion,  his  lordftlip  had  determined 
to  refort  to  that  appeal  in  the  firft 
inftance,  I  ihould  have  thought 
that  fuch  a  choice,  deliberately 
made,  would  have  been  felt  by  his 
friends  to  be  equally  conclufive 
upon  them  as  upon  himfelf. 

44  But  your  lordfhip  needs  not 
to  be  informed,  how  affiduoufty  my 
charader  has  been  alfailed  by  wri¬ 
ters  in  the  newfpapers,  efpoufing 
Lord  Caftlereagh’s  quarrel,  and 
fuppofed  (I  truft,  molt  injurioully) 
to  be  his  lordfhip’s  particular 
friends. 

“  The  perverfions  and  mifrepre- 
lentations  of  anonymous  writers, 
however,  would  not  have  extorted 
from  me  any  reply.  But  to  them 
fucceeded  the  publication  of  Lord 
Caftlereagh’s  letter  to  me  of  the 
19th  September. 

44  I  entirely  disbelieve  that 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  and  I  diftindly 
deny  that  I  myfelf,  had  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  publication. 

“  But,  by  what  means  it  mat¬ 
ters  not,  the  letter  is  before  the 
world  ;  and  though  the  courfe  ori¬ 
ginally  chofen  by  Lord  Caftlereagh 
precluded  me  from  offering  any  ex¬ 
planation  to  him,  the  courfe  which 
has  ftnce  been  adopted  on  his  be¬ 
half  (thongh  undoubtedly  without 
his  privity)  might  perhaps  have 
been  confidered  as  rendering  fuch 
an  explanation  due  to  myfell.  It 
is,  however,  only  ftnce  your  lord- 
fh ip's  publication,  that  I  have  felt 
It  to  be  indifpenfably  neceftary. 

44  The  ftatement  on  my  behalf, 
which  has  alfo  found  its  way, 
without  my  confent,  and  again!!: 
my  wiih,  into  the  public  papers, 
was  written  under  a  fenfe  ot  deli¬ 
cacy  and  reftraint,  as  to  the  parti¬ 


culars  of  the  tranfadion,  which, 
from  the  charader  of  the  tranf- 
adion  itfelf,  muft  always  continue 
to  prevail  in  a  great  degree;  but 
from  which,  until  Wednefday,  the 
1 1  th  of  October,  the  day  on  which 
I  gave  up  the  feals,  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  foliciting  any  dif- 
penfation. 

“  Of  the  indulgence  which  I 
then  mo  ft  humbly  folicited,  I  truft: 

I  Hi  all  be  able  to  avail  myfelf  fuf- 
ftciently  for  my  own  vindication, 
without  lofing  fight  of  thofe  con- 
fiderations  of  duty  and  propriety, 
by  which  the  ufe  of  fuch  an  indul¬ 
gence  muft  neceflarily  be  regulated 
and  confined. 

4<  It  is  ftated  in  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh’s  letter,  4  That  I  had  de¬ 
manded  and  procured  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  before  the  rif- 
ing  of  parliament,  a  promife  for 
Lord  Caftlereagh’s  removal  from 
the  War  Department ;  that,  by  this 
promife.  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  fitua- 
tion,  as  a  minifter  of  the  crown, 
was  made  dependent  upon  my  plea- 
fur  e  ;  and  that  this  promife  I  af¬ 
terwards  thought  myfelf  entitled 
to  enforce  ;* 

(<  4  That,  after,  and  not  with- 
Handing  this  virtual  fuperfeftion  of 
Lord  Caftlereagh  in  his  office,  I 
allowed  him  to  originate  and  con- 
dud  the  expedition  to  theScheld;* 

“  *  And  that,  during  this  whole 
period,  I  knew  that  the  agitation, 
and  the  decifion  of  the  queftion  for 
his  removal,  were  concealed  from 
him  :  and  was  party  to  this  con¬ 
cealment.’ 

44  Lord  Caftlereagh  indeed  ad¬ 
mits, 

44  That  he  4  has  no  right  as  a 
public  man,  to  refent  my  demand¬ 
ing,  upon  public  grounds,  his  re¬ 
moval  from  his  office,  or  even  from 

the 


58$]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


the  adminiflration,  as  a  condition 
of  my  continuing  a  member  of  the 
government.* 

u  But  he  contends,  that  a  pro- 
pofttion,  ‘  juftifiable  in  itfelf,* 
ought  not  to  have  been  ‘  executed 
in  an  unjuftifiable  manner  j*  and  he 
makes  me  refponfible  for  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  f  head  of  the  ad¬ 
miniftration,  ’  and  fome  members  of 
the  government,  6 fuppofed  to  be 
his  (Lord  Caftlereagh’s)  friends 
executed  the  propofttion  which  he 
attributes  to  me.* 

“  He  is  ready  to  acknowledge, 
indeed,  c  that  I  preffed  for  a  dif- 
clofure,  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
prefled  for  a  decifton ;  and  that  the 
difclofure  was  refilled  by  the  Duke 
of  Portland  and  his  (Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh’s)  fuppofed  friends/ 

‘ ‘  But,  in  this  circumftance, 
Lord  Caftlereagh  profefled  not  to 
fee  any  j  unification  of  what  he  con¬ 
ceives  to  have  been  my  conduct 
towards  him  ;  becaufe,  by  acqui- 
efcing  in  the  advice  or  entreaties 
of  his  ‘  fuppofed  friends/  I  ad¬ 
mitted  *  an  authority*  on  their 
part,  ‘  which  I  muff  have  known 
them  not  to  poflefs ;  becaufe,  by 
(  prefling  for  difclofure,*  I  (hewed 
rny  own  fenfe  of  the  unfairnefs*  of 
concealment  ;  and  becaufe,  with 
that  fenfe,  1  ‘  ought*  (as  he  con¬ 
ceives  me  not  to  have  done)  ‘  to 
have  availed  myfelf  of  the  fame 
aliernative,  namely,  my  own  re- 
fignation,  to  enforce  difclofure, 
which  1  did  to  enforce  decifton.* 

“  Without  offering  a  fingle  word 
in  the  way  of  argument,  I  fhall  by 
a  diftinct  detail  of  facts  in  order 
of  their  date,  fubftantiate  my  con¬ 
tradiction  of  thefe  charges. 

“  I  fhall  only  premife, 

“  i ft,  That  I  had  (ns  is  ad¬ 
mitted  by  Lord  Caftlereagh)  an 


unqueftionable  right  to  require,  on 
public  grounds,  a  change  in  the  War 
Department,  tendering  at  the  fame 
time  the  alternative  of  my  own  re- 
fignation . 

i(  2dly,  (What  no  man  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  courfe  of  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs  will  difpute)  That  the 
regular,  effectual,  and  ftraight-for- 
ward  courfe  for  bringing  that  alter¬ 
native  to  iflue,  was  to  ftate  it  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  ‘  head  of  the  admi- 
riiftration,*  the  king’s  chief  mi- 
nifter,  to  be  laid  by  that  minifter 
before  the  king. 

“  I  proceed  to  the  detail  of 
faffs. 

“  In  the  beginning  of  April, 
(the  2d,)  I  addrefled  a  letter  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  containing 
a  reprefentation  on  the  ftate  of  his 
adminiftration,  and  exprefting  my 
wifh  and  intention,  unlefs  Tome 
'change  were  effected  in  it,  to  re- 
fign, 

S(  (April  4th  to  8th,) — Upon 
the  Duke  of  Portland's  requiring 
a  more  detailed  explanation  as  to 
the  motives  of  my  proffered  re- 
ftgnation,  I  dated,  among  other 
things,  that  a  change  either  in  my 
own  department,  or  in  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh’s,  appeared  to  me  to  be  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  public  fervice — I 
ftated  my  perfefl  willingnefs  that 
the  alternative  fhould  be  decided 
for  my  retirement ;  and  only  re- 
quefted  that  the  decifton  might,  (if 
poffible)  take  place  before  the  re¬ 
commencement  of  bufinefs  in  par¬ 
liament  after  the  Bailer  holidays. 

“  The  Duke  of  Portland  requeu¬ 
ed  me  to  fufpend  the  execution  of 
my  intention  to  refign  :  wifhing  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  confulting 
with  fome  of  his  colleagues,  before 
he  determined  what  advice  to  lay 
before  the  king. 
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JC  The  EaHer  holidays  thus  pall¬ 
ed  away.  On  the  1 6th  of  April, 
fhortiy  after  his  Grace’s  return  to 
town  from  BulHrode,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  opened  the  fubjedl  to  one 
of  the  members  of  the  cabinet, 
whofe  name,  (not  having  been 
hitherto  brought  forward)  I  do  not 
think  it  necelfary  to  mention.  Your 
lordlhip  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  it. 

(i  By  the  Duke  of  Portland’s 
delire,  I  had  a  communication  with 
that  member  of  the  cabinet,  within 
a  very  few  days  after  his  interview 
with  the  Duke  of  Portland.— He 
firongly  reprefented  the  difficulty 
of  making  any  new  arrangement 
during  the  fitting  of  parliament ; 
and  urged  me  to  defer  the  pr effing 
my  own  relignation  till  the  end  of 
the  feffion.  To  this  recommenda¬ 
tion  I  did  not  promife  to  accede : 
but  we  agreed  (whether  upon  his 
fuggeftion  or  upon  mine,  I  am  not 
confident)  that,  at  all  events,  no 
Hep  whatever  could  properly  be 
taken,  until  after  the  decifion  of 
the  quellion  upon  the  writerfhip  ; 
which  was  about  this  time  brought 
forward  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

i(  That  quellion  was  decided  on 
Tuefday,  the  25th  of  April. 

(<  On  Friday,  the  28  th,  the  Duke 
of  Portland  communicated  fully 
with  your  Lordfhip  ;  and  informed 
me  as  the  refult  of  that  communi¬ 
cation,  that  your  lordfhip  thought 
a  change  in  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
fituation  in  the  government  defir- 
able,  provided  it  could  be  effected 
honourably  for  Lord  Calllereagh, 
and  that  it  (  could  be  reconciled  to 
Lord  CaHlereagh’s  feelings.’ 

“  From  this  period,  i  underflood 
that  your  lordlhip  was  conilantly 
confulted  by  the  Duke  of  Portland 
in  every  Hep  of  the  tranfadlion. — 
Other  members  of  the  cabinet  were 


aifo  confulted  by  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  ;  but  how  many  of  them,  of 
at  what  precife  periods,  I  neither 
knew  at  the  time,  nor  can  now  un¬ 
dertake  to  fay. 

{i  Shortly  after  your  lor  dihip’s  firft 
interview  with  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  (I  am  fure  before  the  5th  of 
May)  that  member  of  the  cabinet 
with  whom  his  grace  had  fir  11  com¬ 
municated,  reported  to  me  a  fug- 
gellion  of  your  lordlhip’s  of  a 
change  of  office  for  Lord  Callle¬ 
reagh,  evidently  calculated  on  the 
principles  which  your  lordlhip  had 
Hated  as  indifpenfible  to  fuch  a 
change.  Whether  this  communi¬ 
cation  to  me  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
direfl  meffage  from  your  lordlhip, 

I  do  not  exactly  know.  But  I  un- 
derflood  dillinctly  that  you  knew 
of  its  being  made  to  me  ;  and  that 
whatever  obfervation  I  might  make 
upon  it,  was  to  be  reported  to  your 
lordlhip.  What  I  obferved  upon 
it,  was  in  fubllance, — that  it  was 
not  for  me  to  prefume  to  fay  what 
change  would  be  proper  ;  that  I 
had  done  ail  that  I  had  thought 
myfelf  either  called  upon  or  at  li¬ 
berty  to  do,  in  Hating  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland  my  opinions,  and  iny 
intention  to  refign  ;  that  the  Duke 
of  Portland  alone  could  either  pro- 
pofe  any  change  or  obtain  the  ne- 
ceffary  authority  for  carrying  it 
into  effect ;  and  I  therefore  recom¬ 
mended  that  your  lordfhip  Ihould 
Hate  your  fuggefiion  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland. 

i(  On  the  5th  of  May  the  Duke 
of  Portland  informed  me,  that  he 
had  determined  to  lay  the  whole 
fubjecl,  on  the  following  Wednes¬ 
day,  before  his  MajeHy. 

“  On  Wednefday  the  10th  of 
May,  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
done  fo  ;  and  that  his  Ma jelly  had 
been  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
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he  would  take  the  fubjed  into  his 
ferious  confideration. 

“  On  Wednefday,  the  31ft  of 
May,  apprehending  it  to  be  poffi- 
ble,  that  my  intention  might  not 
have  been  fully  explained  to  his 
Majefty,  and  thinking  it  my  duty 
to  leave  no  doubt  upon  it,  I  hum¬ 
bly  repeated  to  his  Majefty  the 
reprefentations  which  I  had  before 
made  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and 
humbly  tendered  my  refignation. 
I  received  thereupon  his  Majefty ’s 
gracious  commands,  to  retain  my 
fituation  until  his  Majefty  fhould 
have  confidered  the  whole  fubjedh 

“  Some  time  in  the  courfe  of  the 
next  week,  I  think  on  the  8th  of 
June,  the  Duke  of  Portland  ftated 
to  me,  that  he  had  received  his  Ma- 
jelly's  commands,  to  propofe,  and 
to  carry  into  effect  at  the  end  of 
the  Seflion  of  Parliament,  an  ar¬ 
rangement  for  a  partial  change  in 
the  war  department. 

i(  The  particulars  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to 
detail ;  feeling  it  my  duty  to  limit 
myfelf  ftri&ly  to  what  is  abfolutely 
neceflfary  for  the  explanation  of  my 
own  condudl.  It  is  fuflicient  to 
ftate,  that  the  objeft  of  this  ar¬ 
rangement  was  not  the  removal  of 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  but  a  new  diftri- 
bution  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  war 
department,  whereby  that  part  of 
it  which  was  connefted  with  poli¬ 
tical  correfpondence,  would  have 
been  transferred  to  the  foreign  of¬ 
fice  ;  and  the  bufinefs  of  another 
office,  then  vacant,  would  have 
been  transferred  to  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh.  It  is  only  neceffary  to  add, 
that  the  effett  of  this  new  diftribu- 
tion  would  not  have  been  to  take 
out  of  Lord  Caftlereagh's  hands 
the  fuperintendance  of  the  Expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Scheld. 

6(  On  the  13th  of  June,  I  wrote 


to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  fignifying 
to  him  that,  although  fuch  an  ar¬ 
rangement  had  never  entered  into 
my  contemplation,  and  although  I 
did  not  think  it  calculated  to  re- 
inedy  all  the  difficulties  which  had 
induced  me  to  bring  the  ftate  of  the 
adminiftration  under  his  Grace’s 
confideration,  I  was  ready,  fo  far 
as  I  was  concerned,  to  undertake 
and  difcharge  to  the  heft  of  my 
ability,  any  duty  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  might  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  devolve  upon  me  ;  but  I  ex- 
preffed  at  the  fame  time,  great 
doubts,  whether  this  arrangement 
could  be  expedled  to  be  accept¬ 
able  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  or,  in  all 
its  parts,  fatisfadlory  to  the  public 
feeling. 

“  On  Sunday,  the  1 8th  of  June, 
(Parliament  being  expeded  to  rife 
on  the  20th  or  21ft)  1  wrote  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to  enquire  whe¬ 
ther  this  arrangement,  or  any  other, 
was  to  take  place  ;  Hating  to  him 
that  “  if  things  remained  as  they 
then  were,  I  was  determined  not  to 
remain  in  office.” 

((  (June  18th.) — In  anfwer,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  mentioned  to  me 
a  new  plan  of  arrangement,  alto¬ 
gether  different  from  that  which  he 
had  been  authorifed  to  carry  into 
effect  ;  and  ftated  that  he  had  fent 
for  your  lordlhip  and  the  other 
member  of  the  cabinet  with  whom 
your  lordlhip  and  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  had  been  in  conftant  commu¬ 
nication,  to  co-operate  with  him  in 
forwarding  this  new  plan,  and  to 
urge  Lord  Caftlereagh  to  confent 
to  it. 

“  The  particulars  of  this  new 
plan,  I  do  not  think  it  neceffary  to 
ftate,  as  I  learnt  from  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  either  the  next  day  or 
the  day  following  it,  that  to  this 
plan  Lord  Caftlereagh  certainly 
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could  not  he  brought  to  agree. 
Whether  this  was  known  to  his 
grace  only  from  your  lordlhip,  or 
through  your  lordfhip  from  Lord 
Caftiereagh  himfelf,  1  was  not  ap- 
prifed. 

16  On  Wednefday  the  21  ft,  the 
day  of  the  riling  of  Parliament,  I 
was  allured  by  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  that  the  fpecific  arrangement 
which  he  had  in  the  firft  inftance 
propofed,  viz.  the  new  diftribution 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  war  depart¬ 
ment,  (hould  be  carried  into  effeft ; 
—and  that  his  Majefty  had  direct¬ 
ed  him  to  delire  your  lordlhip  to 
communicate  his  decifion  to  Lord 
Caftiereagh. 

(t  On  Tuefday,  June  the  27  th, 
finding  that  no  communication  had 
been  yet  made  to  Lord  Caftiereagh, 

I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  in 
terms  of  theftrongeft  remonftrance, 
both  againft  the  concealment  and 
the  delay ;  and  intimated  my  deter¬ 
mination  to  recur  to  my  original 
intention,  and  to  prefs  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  my  refignation. 

ts  Accordingly,  on  the  following 
day,  Wednefday  the  28th  of  June, 
I  had  an  audience  of  the  King,  in 
which  I  humbly  and  earneftly  re¬ 
peated  to  his  Majefty  the  tender  of 
my  refignation. 

((  That  fame  evening,  the  Duke 
of  Portland  informed  me  that  he 
had  that  day  fignified  to  your  lord- 
fhip  the  King’s  defire,  that  your 
lordfhip  {hould  communicate  the 
intended  arrangement  to  Lord  Caf¬ 
tiereagh  ;  and,  that  the  communi¬ 
cation  was  to  be  made  by  your 
lordfhip  as  foon  as  the  expedition 
had  failed ;  which,  it  was  expect¬ 
ed,  would  be  in  lefs  than  a  fort¬ 
night  from  that  time. 

u  But  before  this  fortnight  elapf- 
ed,  viz.  on  Wednefday  the  5th  of 
July,  the  Duke  of  Portland  informed 


me,  that  in  confideration  of  the 
difficulties  attending  the  propofed 
arrangement,  he  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  confulted,  were  of  opinion, 
that  another  fhould  be  fubftituted 
for  it,  which  he  trufted,  would  alfo 
be  more  agreeable  to  me.  He  told 
me  that  hopes  were  entertained  that 
your  lordfhip  would  determine  to 
offer  your  refignation,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  facilitating  a  general  ar¬ 
rangement,  in  which  a  complete 
change  in  the  war  department  might 
be  effected  confidently  with  Lord 
CaftlereaglPs  feelings.  He  faid, 
however,  that  your  lordlhip  had 
not  yet  finally  made  up  your  mind 
upon  the  fubjeCt  : — but,  that  you 
would  probably  come  to  a  decifion 
before  the  following  Wednefday. 

f<  The  Duke  of  Portland  ftated 
his  intention,  in  the  event  of  your 
lordlhip’s  refignation,  to  fubmit  to 
his  Majefty  the  nomination  of  Lord 
Wellefley  to  the  war  department. 

(<  It  was  well  known  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  that  I  had  been 
always  anxious  for  Lord  Wellefley’s 
acceffion  to  the  cabinet,  but  this 
was  the  firft  mention  to  me,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  tranfadion,  of  his 
introduction  into  the  war  depart¬ 
ment.-— But  for  his  fevere  indifpo- 
fition,  Lord  Wellefley  would,  be¬ 
fore  this  time,  have  been  on  his  way 
to  Spain. 

£(  On  Thurfday,  the  13th  of 
July,  the  Duke  of  Portland  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  your  lordlhip  had,  the 
day  before,  actually  tendered  your 
refignation;  but  that  your  lordlhip 
had  annexed  to  it  the  conditions, 
that  no  change  fhould  take  place 
till  after  the  determination  of  the 
expedition  to  the  Scheld ;  and  that 
it  fhould  be  left  to  your  lordfhip 
to  choofe  the  time  of  making  any 
communication,  to  Lord  Caftie¬ 
reagh. 

7  “  (JuIy 
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<f  (July  13th  to  the  20th.)-— I 
made  the  ftrongell  remonllrances 
againft  this  new  delay,  and  this  in¬ 
definite  renewal  of  the  concealment 
from  Lord  Caftlereagh.  I  faid  that 
after  the  repeated  poftponements 
which  had  already  taken  place,  and 
after  the  referve  which  had  already 
been  practifed  towards  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh,  I  could  not  rely  upon  the 
execution  of  any  arrangement  which 
fhould  not  be  now  completely  fet¬ 
tled  in  all  its  parts  ;  and,  if  this 
were  not  to  be  done,  I  moil  ear- 
neftly  intreated  that  his  Majefty 
might  be  advifed  now  to  accept  my 
refignation. 

“  The  Duke  of  Portland  moll 
anxioufiy  deprecated  my  refigna¬ 
tion,  as  leading,  in  hisapprehenfion, 
to  the  dififolution  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion.  He  declared  himfelf  to  be 
authorifed  to  allure  me,  in  the  moll 
folemn  manner,  that  the  arrange¬ 
ment  now  in  contemplation  Ihould 
politively  take  place  at  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  expedition  ;  that  the 
feals  of  the  war  department  Ihould 
then  be  offered  to  Lord  Wellelley — 
an  office  (to  be  vacated  by  means 
of  your  lordfhip's  retirement,)  be¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  to  be  offered 
to  Lord  Calllereagh ; — and  that  in 
the  interval,  and  without  lofs  of 
time.  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  friends 
fhould  take  opportunities  of  pre¬ 
paring  him  for  the  change,  and  re¬ 
conciling  him  to  it,  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  him  the  great  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  it,  in  the  acquili- 
tion  of  additional  ftrength  to  the 
government. 

(t  Not  only  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  but  other  members  of  the 
cabinet,  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  friends, 
fome  di reftly  and  fume  through 
common  friends,  urged  me,  in  the 
molt  earned  manner,  to  acquiefce 


in  the  podponement  now  propo fed. 
It  was  feprefented  to  me,  that  if 
indead  of  preffing  for  the  execution 
of  the  arrangement  now,  time  were 
allowed  to  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
friends  to  prepare  him  for  the 
change,  and  to  reconcile  him  to  it, 
the  arrangement  might  ultimately 
take  place  in  an  amicable  manner  ; 
that  every  public  objed  might  thus 
be  anfwered,  without  any  unnecef- 
fary  harfhnefs  to  the  feelings  of  in¬ 
dividuals;  and  that  fo  far  from 
finding  frelh.  impediments  raifed  to 
the  execution  of  the  arrangement, 
when  the  time  arrived,  1  Ihould 
find  all  thofe,  to  whofe  reprefenta- 
tions  I  yielded,  confidering  them- 
felves  pledged  equally  with  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to  fee  it  carried 
into  effect. 

“  It  is  due  to  your  lordlhip  to 
fay,  that  your  lordlhip’s  name  was 
not,  fo  far  as  I  recoiled,  fpecifically 
mentioned  to  me  on  this  occafion  ; 
but  it  is  equally  due  to  myfelf  to 
declare,  that  I  never  for  a  moment 
imagined,  nor  could  have  believ¬ 
ed,  that  the  general  defcription  of 
i  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  friends,*  as 
listed  to  me  without  exception  or 
qualification  by  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  did  not  comprehend  your  lord¬ 
lhip,  whofe  proffered  refignation 
was  the  balis  of  the  whole  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  without  whofe  exprefs 
confent,  therefore,  no  other  perfon 
could  announce  the  arrangement  to 
Lord  Caftlereagh. 

“  By  thefe  reprefentations  and 
affurances,  at  length,  (July  20,) 
moll  reludantly,  and  I  confefs 
againft  my  better  judgment,  I  was 
induced  to  acquiefce  in  the  propofed 
poftponement  of  the  change  ;  and 
consented  to  remain  in  office  till 
the  termination  of  the  expedition. 

Ci  On  Saturday,  September  the 

2d, 
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2d,  the  refult  of  the  expedition  to 
the  Scheld  being  then  known,  I 
wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  at 
Bulftrode,  reminding  his  grace,  that 
the  period  fixed  for  offering  the 
feals  of  the  war  department  to 
Lord  Wellelley,  was  arrived. 

ss  On  the  following  Wednefday, 
the  6th  of  September,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  informed  me,  that  no 
ffeps  whatever  had  been  taken  by 
any  of  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  friends, 
to  reconcile  him  to  the  change,  or 
to  prepare  him  for  it ;  that  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  arrangement  would  be 
attended  with  other  refignations, 
or  at  leaft  with  one  other  refigna- 
tion,  (of  which  I  had  never  before 
received  the  llighteft  intimation)  ; 
and  that  he  had  himfelf  determined 
to  retire. 

t(  Upon  receiving  this  intelli¬ 
gence,  I  immediately  difclaimed 
any  wilh  that  the  arrangement, 
however  pofitively  I  understood  it 
to  have  been  fettled,  ihould  be  car¬ 
ried  into  effect  under  circumftances 
to  me  fo  unexpected  ;  and  inftantly 
reverted  to  that  1  alternative” 
which,  upon  each  fucceffive  ftage  of 
difficulties  and  delays,  I  had  uni¬ 
formly  preffed,— -that  of  the  tender 
of  my  own  refignation  which  I 
defired  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  lay 
that  day  before  the  King. 

‘ 6  On  the  following  day,  Thurf- 
day  the  yth  of  September,  I  de» 
dined  attending  the  cabinet ;  dat¬ 
ing  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  (which  I  left  it  to  his  grace 
to  communicate  to  the  cabinet  if  he 
ihould  think  proper,)  that  I  confi- 
dered  my  refignation  as  in  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  hands;  and  myfelf  as  hold¬ 
ing  my  office  only  until  my  fuc- 
ceffor  ihould  be  named. 

“  On  Friday  the  8th,  i  heard 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  that 
V.ol,  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


Lord  Caftlereagh  had  fent  in  his 
refignation.  I  have  been  informed 
fince,  (but  whether  correctly  or 
not  I  cannot  affirm),  that  he  did  fo, 
in  confequence  of  a  communication 
made  to  him,  by  your  lordfhip, 
after  the  cabinet  of  the  preceding 
day. 

On  Thurfday  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  your  lordfhip  called  upon 
me  at  the  foreign  office,  by  your 
own  appointment,  for  the  purpofe 
of  explaining  the  caufes  which  had 
prevented  your  making  any  com¬ 
munication  to  Lord  Caftlereagh  in 
the  earlier  ftages  of  the  tranfadion. 

u  OnTuefday,  September  19th, 
your  lordfhip,  in  anfwer  to  a  letter 
of  mine  of  the  preceding  day,  ex¬ 
plained  to  me  the  grounds  of  your 
filence  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  during 
the  latter  period  of  the  tranfadion, 

t(  On  Wednefday  morning,  Sep¬ 
tember  the  20th,  I  received  from 
Lord  Caftlereagh  the  letter,  which 
produced  our  meeting. 

({  From  this  feries  of  fa£ts  it 
appears, 

“  That,  in  April,  I  made  a  re- 
prefentation  to  the  King’s  firft  mi- 
nifter,  on  the  general  ftate  of  the 
adminiftration ;  and  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difcuffions  arifing  out 
of  that  reprefentation,  I  propofedon 
public  grounds,  not,  as  Lord  Caf¬ 
tlereagh  appears  to  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  his  removal  from  the  ad¬ 
miniftration,  but  the  alternative  of 
a  change,  either  in  the  war  or  fo¬ 
reign  department. 

“  That  on  the  10th  of  May,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  fubmitted  to  his 
Majefty  the  fubject  of  my  repre¬ 
fentation  :  and  informed  me  that 
his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to 
take  it  into  his  confideration  : 

“  That,  from  the  10th  of  May 
until  the  8th  of  June,  I  was  wholly 
jes.  [P/]  unapprifed 
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unapprifed  of  the  refult  of  that 
confideration  :  but  that*  for  fear  of 
mifapprehenfion,  I  had*  in  perfon, 
during  that  interval,- — viz.  on  May 
31, — -humbly  repeated  my  repre¬ 
sentation,  and  tendered  my  refigna- 
tion  to  his  Majefty  : 

ft  That,  on  or  about  the  8th  of 
June,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  an  arrange¬ 
ment  was  ftated  to  me,  which  had 
for  its  object  a  new  diftribution  of 
the  bufinefs  of  the  war  department, 
and  that,  on  the  13th,  I  fignified 
my  acquiefcence  in  that  arrange¬ 
ment,  fo  far  as  I  was  concerned  : 

(C  That,  on  the  i  8th,  another  ar¬ 
rangement  was  ftated  to  me,  to  be 
fubftituted  for  that  in  which  I  had 
acquiefced  :  but  that,  on  the  21ft, 
it  was  announced  to  me  that  the 
firft  arrangement  was  finally  decid¬ 
ed  upon;  was  to  be  immediately 
carried  into  effect ;  and  was  to  be 
communicated  to  Lord  Caftlereagh 
by  your  Lordfhip : 

(C  That,  on  the  27th  of  June,  no 
ftep  appearing  to  have  been  taken, 
either  to  execute  the  intended  ar¬ 
rangement,  or  to  apprife  Lord  Caf¬ 
tlereagh  of  it,  I  remonftrated 
againft  the  delay,  and  againft  the 
concealment  from  Lord  Caftlereagh ; 
and  that,  on  the  28th,  I  again  ten¬ 
dered  my  refignation  ;  and  that  on 
the  fame  day  your  lordfhip  received 
an  injunction  to  communicate  the 
intended  arrangement  to  Lord  Caf¬ 
tlereagh  : 

“  That,  on  the  5th  of  July,  a 
new  plan  was  ftated  to  me  to  be  in 
contemplation  ;  a  plan  originating 
with  your  lordfhip,  and  depending 
for  its  execution  upon  a  ftep  to  be 
taken  by  yourfelf :  that  this  plan 
was,  on  the  13th,  announced  to  me 
as  fettled,  and  as  intended  to  be 
fubftituted  for  that  which  had  been 
fi  rft  propofed : 


“  That  I  at  that  time  renewed 
my  remonftrances  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  both  againft  the  delay  and 
againft  the  concealment ;  but  that 
it  was  ftated  to  me  to  be  an  indif- 
penfible  condition  of  this  plan  on 
your  lordfhip’spart, — thatit  fhould 
not  be  afted  upon  till  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  expedition  to  theScheld; 
and  that  the  time  of  making  the 
communication  to  Lord  Caftlereagh 
fhould  be  left  to  your  lordfhip’s  dis¬ 
cretion  : 

<(  That,  at  length,  in  compliance 
with  the  representations  and  in¬ 
treaties  of  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  of  others,  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
friends,  and  upon  the  moft  Solemn 
aflurances  that  Lord  Caftlereagh 
fhould  in  the  mean  time  be  pre¬ 
pared  by  his  friends  for  the  change, 
and  that  the  change  fhould  pofi- 
tively  take  place  at  the  period  fixed 
by  your  lordfhip,  I  confented  to 
remain  in  office ; 

“  That  on  Wednefday  the  6th  of 
September,  finding  that  nothing  had 
been  done  towards  preparing  Lord 
Caftlereagh  for  the  arrangement ; 
and  that  the  execution  of  it  would 
be  attended  with  difficulties  of 
which  1  had  not  before  been  ap- 
prifed,  I  defired  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  to  lay  my  refignation  before 
the  king. 

“  Your  lordfhip  will  therefore 
perceive, 

“  That  up  to  the  8  th  of  June,  fo 
far  from  being  in  poftfeffion  of  any 
*  promife  for  Lord  Caftlereagh’s 
removal,’  and  from  his  continu¬ 
ance  in  office  being  made  thereby 
‘  dependant  upon  my  pleafure 
— nodeciiion  whatever  had,  to  my 
knowledge,  been  taken  up  to  that 
time;  no  propofal  had  been  made 
to  me  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in 
any  way  affecting  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh  T 
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reagh’s  political  fituation  ;  arid  no 
intimation  had  been  given  to  me, 
whether  my  own  refignation  would 
be  finally  accepted  or  declined  : 

(C  That  the  arrangement  which 
was  in  contemplation  from  the  8th 
of  June  to  the  5th  of  July,  in  no 
degree  affected,  and  was  'never  in¬ 
tended  to  affect,  (  the  conduct  of 
the  expedition  to  the  Scheld  :* 

“  That  Lord  Caftlereagh's  (  re¬ 
moval  from  the  War  Department* 
was  firft  determined  upon  as  part 
of  the  plan  of  which  your  lordfhip's 
refignation  was  the  bafis  : 

((  That  his  (  removal  from  the 
adminiftration’  was  not  at  any  time 
*  demanded*  by  me  ; 

<(  And,  laftly,  that  I  did  employ 
the  tender  of  my  own  refignation, 
not  to  (  enforce  decifion,'  only  (as 
Lord  Caftlereagh's  Letter  fuppofes,) 
but  equally  to  c  enforce  difclo- 
fure;’  and  that  in  fa£t  I  did  ulti¬ 
mately  refign,  rather  than  ‘  enforce* 
the  intended  change,  under  cir- 
cumftances  fo  different  from  thofe 
which  1  had  been  authorifed  to  ex¬ 
pect. 

((  It  cannot  be  expected  that  1 
fhould  labour  very  anxioufly  to  re¬ 
fute  the  charge  of  my  having 
fofed*  your  lordfhip  and  others  f  to 
£<?Lord  Caftlereagh's  friends;*  and 
having,  under  that  impreffion,  de¬ 
ferred  to  your  opinion  and  ‘  autho¬ 
rity,'  in  a  matter  affefting  Lord 
Caftlereagh's  interefts  and  feelings. 

e<  That  your  lordfhip,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  as  well  from  near  connexion 
as  from  an  a&ive  and  anxious  par¬ 
tiality,  was  entitled  to  confultation, 
and  to  deference  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion ; — -is  a  perfuafibn  which  I  felt 
in  common,  as  I  believe,  with  every 
member  of  the  government ;  and 
which  not  even  Lord  Caftlereagh's 


difclaimer  has  induced  me  to  re<* 
nounce. 

S(  I  fhould  not  have  been  fur- 
prifed,  nor  fhould  I  have  thought 
myfelf  entitled  to  take  the  fmalleft: 
offence,  if  your  lordfhip  had,  inftead 
of  concurring  in  the  expediency  of 
a  change  in  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  de¬ 
partment,  protefted  againft  it,  and 
had  recommended  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  to  advife  the  king  to  ac¬ 
cept  my  refignation :  and  it  was 
perfectly  known  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  and  I  am  confident,  not 
unknown  by  your  lordfhip,  that,  at 
any  moment  from  the  beginning  of 
thefe  difcuflions  to  the  end,  I  was 
not  only  ready  but  defirous  to  ter¬ 
minate  them  by  refigning. 

i(  But  when  the  opinion  of  the 
expediency  of  a  change  in  the  war 
department,  had  been  adopted  by 
fo  many  of  the  immediate  friends 
of  Lord  Caftlereagh,  upon  the  con¬ 
dition  that  it  fhould  be  reconciled 
to  Lord  Caftlereagh's  feelings,  and 
when  they  and  your  lordfhip  among 
the  firft,  had  devifed  and  concerted 
with  the  king's  firft  minifter  the 
mode  of  carrying  that  objedl  into 
execution,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  I  fhould  have  been  much,  and 
juftly,  blamed,  if  I  had  infifted  up¬ 
on  taking  the  communication  to 
Lord  Caftlereagh  out  of  your  hands 
into  my  own. 

(i  I  now  come  to  your  lordfhip's 
Statement.  That  Statement  is  as 
follows — • 

il  ‘  As  it  maybe  inferred,  from 
a  ftatement  which  has  appeared 
in  the  public  papers,  that  Lord 
Camden  withheld  from  Lord  Caf¬ 
tlereagh  a  communication  which  he 
had  been  defired  to  make  to  him, 
it  is  neceflary  that  it  fhould  be  un- 
derftood,  that  however  Mr.  Can- 

[P/2]  Fling 
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ning  might  have  conceived  the  com¬ 
munication  alluded  to,  to  have  been 
made  to  Lord  Camden,  it  was 
never  ftated  to  Lord  Camden,  that 
the  communication  was  made  at  the 
defire  of  Mr,  Canning ;  and,  fo  far 
from  Lord  Camden  having  been 
authorifed  to  make  the  communi¬ 
cation  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  he  was 
abfolutely  reftrided  from  fo  doing. 

({  ‘  As  it  may  alfo  be  inferred 
that  Lord  Camden  was  expelled  to 
prepare  Lord  Caftlereagh’s  mind 
for  any  propofed  change,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  that  it  fhouldbe  underftood, 
that  Lord  Camden  never  engaged 
to  communicate  to  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh  any  circumftances  refpeding 
it,  before  the  termination  of  the 
expedition.* 

Morning  Chronicle ,  Off.  19 th. 

(f  Thisftatement  appears  tome  to 
have  been  much  mifunderftood.  It 
has  been  conftrued,  as  if  your  lord¬ 
fhip  had  meant  to  aver  that  what 
you  were  ref  r idled  from  doing  and 
what  you  had  not  engaged  to  do, 
were  one  and  the  fame  thing 
whereas  your  lordfhip’s  Statement, 
in  point  of  fact,  contains  two  dif- 
tind  propofitions,  and  refers  to  two 
feparate  periods  of  time. 

((  The  period  during  which  your 
lordfhip  ftates  yourfelf  to  have 
been  *  abfolutely  reflr idled*  from 
making  a  communication  to  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  extends  from  the  28th 
of  April,  on  which  day  the  firft 
communication  was  made  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland  to  your  lordftiip, 
to  the  time  at  which  the  propofed 
arrangement,  for  the  new  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  war  de¬ 
partment  was  fuperfeded  by  your 
lordfhip’s  tender  of  your  refigna- 
iion. 

That  period  during  which  your 


lordfhip  ftates  yourfelf  *  not  te 
have  engaged 9  to  make  a  commu- 
nication  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  time  of  the  tender 
of  your  lordfhip’s  refignation  to  the 
termination  of  the  expedition  to  the 
Scheld. 

(<  It  ought,  however,  to  be  ob» 
ferved,  that  during  the  firft  of 
thefe  two  periods, — from  the  28th 
of  April  to  the  12th  of  July, — 
the  nature  of  the  communication  to 
be  made  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  and 
the  nature  of  the  reftridion  impofed 
upon  your  lordfhip,  were  entirely 
changed. 

“  Previoujiy  to  the  8  th  of  June — 
the  communication  which  your 
lordfhip  would  have  had  to  make 
to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  was  limply 
that  I  had  reprefented  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  a  change  either  in  his  de¬ 
partment  or  in  mine  ;  and  that  no 
decifion  whatever  had  yet  been 
taken  upon  this  reprefentation. 

“  With  refped  to  this  communi¬ 
cation,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
reftridion  upon  your  lordfhip  was 
abfolute  and  indefinite.— But  I 
knew  nothing  of  its  exiftence. 

i(  Subfequently  to  the  8th  of  June, 
the  communication  to  be  made  to 
Lord  Caftlereagh  was,  that  an  ar¬ 
rangement  was  in  contemplation  for 
a  new  diftribution  of  the  bufinefs 
of  the  war  department. 

f(  With  refped  to  this  communi¬ 
cation,  not  only  was  the  refridiion 
upon  your  lordfhip  not  indefinitely 
continued ;  but  your  lordfhip  ac¬ 
tually  received  on  the  28  th  of  June 
an  injunction  to  make  this  commu¬ 
nication  to  Lord  Caftlereagh  at  a 
period  diftinctly  fpecified,  viz.  the 
failing  of  the  expedition.  And  this 
injunction  was  only  fuperfeded  by  a 
voluntary  ad  of  your  lordfhip’s—- • 

your 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE*  [597 


your  tender  and  your  own  refigna- 
tionon  the  12  th  of  July  as  the  balls 
of  another  arrangement. 

“  During  the  whole  of  the  period, 
from  the  28  th  of  April  to  the  12  th 
of  July,  the  concealment  pradfifed 
towards  Lord  Caftlereagh  was  ei¬ 
ther  without  my  knowledge  and 
contrary  to  my  belief,  or  it  was 
againft  my  earned  remonftrances. 

iC  It  was  without  my  knowledge 
and  contrary  to  my  belief,  up  to 
the  week  in  which  parliament  rofe; 
and  from  that  time  forth  it  was 
againft  my  earned  remonftrances. 

“  Even  when  I  learnt,  in  June, 
that  the  communication  had  not 
been  made  by  your  lordlhip  to 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  I  did  not  learn 
that  you  had  been  prevented  from 
making  it  by  any  abfolute  reftric- 
tion. 

“  It  was  not  till  the  month  of 
July,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuf- 
lions  which  took  place  from  th& 
13  th  to  the  20th  of  that  month, 
refpecting  the  propofal  for  poft- 
poning  the  new  arrangement  to  be 
founded  on  your  lordlhip’s  refigna- 
tion,  and  for  leaving  to  your  lord¬ 
lhip’s  difcretion  the  time  of  difclo- 
fure  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  that  I 
learnt  that  the  lilence  which  you 
had  hitherto  obferved  towards  him, 
had  been  impofed  upon  your  lord- 
Ihip  by  the  injundtion  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland.  I  did  not  till  then 
know  with  whom  the  concealment 
hitherto  pradtifed  had  originated  ; 
I  frankly  own  that  I  thought  it 
had  originated  with  your  lordfhip; 
I  was  anxious  above  all  things  that 
it  fhould  not  be  ever  fufpected  that 
it  had  originated  with  me  ;  or  that 
I  had  been  a  confenting  party  to  it, 
or  even  (till  a  late  period)  confcious 
of  its  exiftence. 

“  In  my  correfpondence  with  the 


Duke  of  Portland  at  this  period, 
therefore,  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
refilled  the  new  delay  then  pro- 
pofed,  I  difclaimed  any  concur¬ 
rence  in  the  concealment  which  had 
been  hitherto  pradlifed — and  re- 
quefted  i  that  it  might  be  remem¬ 
bered  hereafter,  whenever  that  con¬ 
cealment  Ihould  be  alleged  againft 
me,  as  an  adt  of  injuftice  to  Lord 
Caftlereagh,  that  it  did  not  origi¬ 
nate  in  my  fuggeftion,  that  fo  far 
from  defiring  it,  I  had  conceived 
(however  erroneoully)  your  lord - 
Jhip  to  be  the  fure  channel  of  com¬ 
munication  to  Lord  Caftlereagh  ; 
and  that  up  to  a  very  late  period  I 
had  believed  fuch  communication 
to  have  been  adtually  made.* 

((  The  Duke  of  Portland,  in 
anfwer,  acknowledged  my  repeated 
remonftrances  againft  the  conceal¬ 
ment  ;  ftating  himfelf  at  the  fame 
time  not  to  have  been  aware  that  I 
had  at  any  time  believed  the  com¬ 
munication  to  have  been  adtually 
made ;  but  alluring  me  *  that  he 
Ihould  be  at  all  times  ready  to  avow 
that  the  concealment  had  originated 
with  himfelf,  (the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land  ;)  that  he  had  enjoined  it  to 
all  thofe  with  whom  he  had  com¬ 
municated, — from  motives  which  he 
was  at  all  times  ready  to  juftify  ; 
and  that  he  was  defirous  of  taking 
whatever  blame  might  have  been, 
or  might  at  any  time  be,  incurred 
by  it,  upon  himfelf. * 

“  This,  as  I  have  faid,  was  my 
firft  knowledge  of  any  reftridtion, 
whatever  upon  your  lordlhip's 
communication  to  Lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh. 

i(  If  I  am  alked  why  I  believed 
your  lordfhip  to  have  actually  made 
the  communication,  I  anfwer,  be- 
caufe  it  was  natural  that  you  Ihould 
make  it;  becaufe  the  expedition 
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of  your  making  it  was  the  motive 
which  induced  me  to  defire  (and  I 
did  defire)  that  the  communication 
ihould  be  made  to  your  lordlhip  ; — 
becaufe  the  manner  in  which  you 
firft  received  that  communication 
(as  reported  to  me  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland)  tended  to  confirm  the  be¬ 
lief  that  your  lordlhip  was  the  fit 
channel  of  communication  to  Lord 
Caftlereagh  ; — and  becaufe  I  knew 
not  of  the  exiftence  of  any  impedi¬ 
ment  to  your  purfuing  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  (and  does  ftill  appear 
to  me)  the  natural  *nd  obvious 
courfe  to  be  purfued  upon  fuch  an 
occafioa. 

<s  If  it  be  objedled,  that  I  ought 
not  to  have  been  contented  with 
prefuming  the  difclofure  to  have 
been  made,  but  ought  to  have  dili¬ 
gently  afcertained  that  it  was  fo ; 

« — firft,  I  anfwer — that  no  perfon 
naturally  fets  about  afcertaining 
that  of  which  he  entertains  no 
doubt : — and,  fecondly,  I  anfwer— 
that  the  moment  that  my  fufpicion 
of  the  fad!  was  excited,  I  did  fet 
about  afcertaining  the  truth ;  and 
that  upon  afcertaining  it,  I  did  re- 
monftrate  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
againft  the  concealment ; — and  en¬ 
forced  that  re  man  ft  ranee  by  the 
tender  of  my  own  refignation. 

(*  It  was  on  the  26th  or  27th  of 
June  (five  or  fix  days  after  parlia¬ 
ment  rofe)  that  I  difeovered  my 
fufpicion  to  be  founded. — On  the 
27th  I  remonft rated. —On  the  28th 
I  tendered  my  refignation. — And 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day, 
your  lordlhip  (as  I  have  already 
ftated)  received  an  in j  undiion  to 
make  the  communication  as  foon  as 
the  expedition  Ihould  have  failed. 

((  The  fecond  of  the  two  periods 
to  which  your  lordlhip’s  Statement 
refers,  begins  from  the  12  th  of  July, 


the  day  of  the  tender  of  you?  lord- 
{hip’s  refignation. 

(t  It  does  not  appear,  nor  does 
your  lordlhip’s  Statement  aver, 
that  at  any  time  during  the  fecond 
period,  the  reftridlion  which  had 
been  originally  impofed  upon  your 
lordlhip  was  renewed  ;  or  that  any 
other  exifted,  except  that  which 
your  lordfiiip  had  impofed  upon 
yourfelf,  and  which  was  therefore 
no  longer  binding  upon  your  lord- 
{hip  than  while  you  might  yourfelf 
be  willing  that  it  Ihould  bind  you. 

“  Of  the  extent  to  which  this 
felf-tmpofed  reftridiion  appears  to 
have  gone,  I  had  not  any  fufpicion. 

I  knew  indeed  that  your  lordlhip 
had  ftipulated  to  keep  the  time  of 
the  difclofure  to  Lord  Caftlereagh 
in  your  own  hands  5  butfubfequently 
to  my  being  made  acquainted  with 
that  ftipulation,  I  had  received  the 
alTurances,  which  I  have  already 
deferibed,  on  behalf  of  s  Lord 
Caftlereaghss  friends  and  had  re¬ 
lied  upon  thofe  alTurances. 

“  It  was  not  till  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  that  I  learnt  that  thofe  af- 
furances  had  not  been  carried  into 
effedi.  It  was  not  till  the  19th  of 
September  that  I  learnt  that  your 
lordlhip  had  been  no  party  to  them. 
Then  indeed  I  learnt  that  your  lcrd- 
ihip  had  not  only  ‘  not  engaged- 
to  make  the  communication  previ- 
oully  to  the  *  iflfue  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  being  known  here* — but  that 
in  July  you  had  (  ftated  to  one  of 
our  colleagues,*  (not  the  Duke  of 
Portland) — f  at iho  ivas  urging  an 
earlier  communication ,*  that  the 
*  time  of  communication,  fo  far  as 
you  were  concerned,  was  for  you 
to  decide  ;  but  that  no  one  had  a 
right  to  fay  you  did  not  perform 
that  part  in  the  tranfadiion  in  which 
you  were  concerned,  if  you  did  not 
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open  your  lips  to  Lord  Cafllereagh  bc- 
fore  the  ijfue  of  the  expedition  was 
known  here .* 

“  This  information  I  received 
from  your  lordfhip,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  19th  of  September.  It 
was  then  perfe&ly  new  to  me, 

“  I  leave  yourlordlhip  to  judge 
what  muft  have  been  my  furprife, 
when,  after  receiving  from  your 
lordlhip,  on  the  evening  of  the  1 9  h 
of  September,  this  frank  avowal  of 
the  real  origin  of  the  concealment 
maintained,  during  this  latter  and 
moll  important  period,  towards 
Lord  Caftlereagh,  I  received  on 
the  following  morning  Lord  Caf- 
tlereaglTs  letter  of  the  fame  date, 
making  me  refponlible  for  that  con¬ 
cealment. 

“  I  hare  not  to  trouble  your 
lordlhip  with  any  farther  obferva- 
tions. 

“  I  have  confined  myfelf  to 
matters  growing  out  of  Lord  Caf- 
tlereagh’s  letter,  and  out  of  your 
lordlhip’s  llatement :  on  thofe  alone 
have  I  any  right  to  claim  your 
lordlhip’s  attention. 

((  To  this  addrefs  to  your  lord¬ 
lhip  I  have  been  compelled  to  re¬ 
fort,  however  reludlantly,  to  vin¬ 
dicate  my  private  honour.  As  to 
any  charges  againft  my  public  con¬ 
duct — this  is  not  the  mode  to  reply 
to  them.  If  any  fuch  lhall  be 
brought  againft  me,  at  the  proper 
time  and  in  the  proper  place  I  lhall 
be  prepared  to  meet  and  to  repel 
them. 

(( I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“  George  Canning.” 


et  Flower,  Mayor. 

<c  In  a  Meeting  or  AJfemhly  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen ,  and  Livery¬ 
men ,  of  the  feveral  Companies  of 
the  City  of  London ,  in  Common 
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Hall  ajfembled,  at  the  Guildhall 
of  the  faid  City ,  on  Saturday ,  the 
\Jl  Day  of  April ,  1809. 

“  Refolved  Unanimoully, 

“  1.  That  it  has  long  been  mat¬ 
ter  of  notoriety,  and  has  lately 
been  proved,  beyond  the  poflibility 
of  doubt,  that  abufes  ofa  molt  cor¬ 
rupt  nature  and  ruinous  tendency 
have  exifted  and  Hill  exift  in  vari¬ 
ous  branches  of  the  adminiftration 
of  public  affairs. 

“  2.  Refolved  unanimoully — 
That  to  detedl  fuch  abufes,  and  ex- 
pofe  to  deteftation  thofe  men  who 
have  wickedly  connived  at  or  par¬ 
ticipated  in  them,  requires  no 
fmall  degree  of  virtue,  independ¬ 
ence,  and  patriotifm,  all  which 
have  been  eminently  difplayed  by 
Gwyllym  Lloyd  Wardle,  Efq.  in 
inftituting  and  conducing  the  late 
inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
3.  Refolved  unanimoully — 
That  the  faid  Gwyllym  Lloyd 
Wardle,  Efq.  is  therefore  entitled 
to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  this 
common  hall,  for  his  perfevering 
and  independent  efforts,  which 
have  already  produced  beneficial 
effe&s,  and  are  likely  to  lead  to 
more  advantageous  refults ;  and 
they  exprefs  their  confidence  that 
having  fo  manfully  and  ably  com¬ 
menced  this  arduous  talk,  no  diffi¬ 
culty  or  danger  will  damp  his  ar¬ 
dour  or  impede  his  progrefs  in  a 
caufe  fo  honourable  to  himfelf,  and 
fo  elfential  to  the  bell  interefts  of 
his  country, 

et  4.  Refolved  unanimoully — 
That  upon  the  fame  principles,  and 
for  the  lame  reafons,  they  do  highly 
approve  of  the  condudl  ofSir  Fran¬ 
cis  Bufdett,  Bart,  (the  feconder). 
Lord  Vifcount  Folkeftone,  Samuel 
Whitbread,  Efq.  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
[P  f  4]  milly, 
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milly,  Knt.  General  Ferguflon, 
and  the  reft  of  the  1 2  £  honeft  and 
independent  members,  who  {up- 
ported  Mr.  Wardle's  propofition 
on  the  15  th  of  March,  1809,  an<^ 
truft,  that  uninfluenced  by  party  or 
feelings  of  intereft,  they  will  fup- 
port  every  meafure  calculated  to 
remove  abufes  and  root  out  cor¬ 
ruption. 

(t  5.  Refolved  unanimoufty — 
That  thefe  abufes  form  only  a  part 
of  a  wicked  and  corrupt  fyftem, 
which  has  been  long  aCted  upon, 
and  no  permanent  good  can  arife 
from  the  late  inveftigation,  unlefs 
followed  up  by  a  general  reforma¬ 
tion  of  public  abufes  in  every  de¬ 
partment  of  the  ftate. 

(t  6.  Refolved  unanimoufty — 
That  the  corporation  of  London 
did,  inpetitionsunanimoufty  agreed 
to,  and  prefented  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  during  the  laft  feftions, 
ftate,  ‘  That  their  burthens  had 
been  confiderably  augmented  by 
grofs  abufes  in  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  by 
a  profufion  of  finecure  places  and 
penfions,  which  have  not  only  add¬ 
ed  to  the  fufferings  of  the  people, 
but  created  a  pernicious  influence, 
corrupting  and  undermining  the 
free  principles  of  the  Britifh  confu¬ 
tation.” 

((  7.  Refolved  unanimoufty — 
That  no  meafures  calculated  to  re¬ 
move  thefe  oppreflive  and  alarming 
evils  have  yet  been  adopted,  nor 
can  any  rational  expectation  be 
formed  that  fuch  meafures  will  be 
adopted,  while  the  management  of 
the  public  affairs  is  in  the  hands  of 
perfons  who  are  themfelves  the 
greateft  penfioners  and  reverftonifts 
in  the  kingdom. 

((  8.  Refolved  unanimoufty — 
That  it  has  fmce  appeared,  by  the 


report  of  the  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  78  members  of 
that  houfe  are  in  the  receipt  of 
1 78,994/.  per  annum  out  of  the 
public  money,  who,  with  their  re¬ 
lations,  and  the  naval  and  military 
officers  in  that  houfe,  muft  give  a 
moft  preponderating  and  danger¬ 
ous  influence  to  a  minifter  of  the 
crown. 

(f  9.  Refolved  unanimoufty— 
That  if  any  doubt  could  remain  as 
to  the  baneful  effeCf  of  fuch  influ¬ 
ence,  it  has  been  fufficiently  exem¬ 
plified  by  the  rejection  of  Mr. 
Wardle’s  late  propofition  in  par¬ 
liament,  againft  the  moft  conclufive 
evidence,  and  unequivocal  fenfe  of 
the  country  ;  and  where  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  all  his  majefty’s  minifters 
— all  the  placemen- — and  all  the 
penfioners,  then  prefent  (ftated  to 
be  82  in  number)  voted  againft 
the  faid  propofition  ;  while,  of 
courfe,  in  the  minority  of  125,  not 
one  of  the  minifters — not  one 
placeman — not  one  penfioner — and 
only  one  naval  and  one  military 
commander  was  to  be  found. 

ft  10.  Refolved  unanimoufty— 
That  other  governments  have  crum¬ 
bled  into  ruin — other  ftates  have 
been  fubverted,  and  their  ancient 
arid  venerable  inftitutions  over¬ 
thrown,  by  the  folly,  profligacy, 
and  vices  of  their  rulers  ;  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  common  hall,  unlefs 
this  overwhelming  tide  of  corrup¬ 
tion  is  refilled  by  temperate  and 
timely  reformation,  it  muft  inevit¬ 
ably  lead  to  the  ruin  and  fubj uga- 
tion  of  this  country. 

“  11.  Refolved  unanimoufty  — 
That  it  will  be  highly  expedient 
for  the  livery  of  London,  fome 
time  during  the  prefent  feflion,  to 
meet  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  a 
faithful  ftatement  of  their  grie¬ 
vances 
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vances  before  parliament,  and  pray 
for  redrefs  of  the  fame. 

Ci  12.  Refolved  unanimoully — 
That  the  thanks  of  this  common 
hall  be  given  to  Alderman  Combe, 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  this 
city  in  parliament,  for  the  fupport 
he  gave  to  Mr.  Wardle’s  motion, 
and  for  his  uniform  independence 
and  incorruptibility  in  parliament. 

“13.  Refolved— That  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Curtis,  Bart.  Sir  Charles 
Price,  Bart,  and  James  Shaw,  Efq. 
three  of  the  reprefentatives  for  this 
city  in  parliament  have,  by  their 
recent  conduct  therein,  fhewn  a 
contempt  and  difregard  for  the 
opinions  and  interefts  of  their  con- 
ftituents,  and  a  bafe  fubferviency 
to  the  will  of  minifters ;  and  are, 
therefore,  unworthy  the  confidence 
of  their  fellow-citizens. 

“  14.  Refolved— That  the  lord 
mayor  has,  by  refufing  to  convene 
a  common  hall  upon  the  three  dif¬ 
ferent  requifitions,  by  prefuming  to 
di&ate  the  terms  and  objeft  of  the 
prefent  requifition,  by  the  relu&ance 
he  even  afterwards  evinced,  and  the 
trouble  and  delay  he  has  created, 
Ihewn  a  contempt  and  difregard  for 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  li¬ 
very,  and  is  unworthy  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

(( 15.  Refolved — That  the  thanks 
of  this  common  hall  be  given  to 
Robert  Waithman,  Efq.  for  his 
manly  condutt  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  and  his  unremitting  zeal 
upon  all  occafions  where  the  inte¬ 
refts  of  his  fellow-citizens  are  in 
queftion. 

“  16.  Refolved  unanimoully — 
That  the  foregoing  refolutions  be 
figned  by  the  town-clerk,  and  in- 
ferted  in  all  the  morning  and  even- 
ing  papers. 

Woudthohpe.” 


(l  ity  of  London,  Common 
Council. 

((  A  common  council,  holden  in 
the  chamber  of  the  Guildhall  of 
the  city  of  London,  on  Thurfday, 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1809. 

“  Refolved  unanimoully :  That 
this  court  has,  on  frequent  occa¬ 
fions,  evinced  its  deteftation  of  the 
public  abufes,  which  have  been 
found  to  exift  in  various  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  ftate,  and  it  cannot 
but  equally  condemn  the  corrupt 
pra&ices  developed  by  the  late  in- 
veftigation  before  the  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament. 

(<  Refolved :  That  Gwyllym 
Lloyd  Wardle,  Efq.,  having,  un- 
awed  by  minifterial  threats,  exhi¬ 
bited  ferious  charges  againft  the 
late  commander-in-chief,  which 
have  been  clearly  fubftantiated, 
and  which  have,  in  fa£t,  induced  his 
Royal  Highnefs  to  refign  a  fitua- 
tion  of  which  he  is  unworthy,  is 
entitled  to  the  efteem  and  gratitude 
of  this  court  and  the  country. 

“  Refolved  unanimoully  :  That 
the  thanks  of  this  court  and  the 
freedom  of  this  city  in  a  gold  box, 
of  the  value  of  100  guineas, 
be  prefented  to  Gwyllym  Lloyd 
Wardle,  Efq.  in  grateful  teftimony 
of  the  high  fenfe  they  entertain  of 
the  zeal,  intrepidity,  and  pa  trio  t- 
ifm,  which  he  fo  eminently  evinced 
in  that  arduous  and  laudable  under¬ 
taking. 

i(  Refolved:  That  the  thanks  of 
this  court  be  prefented  to  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Burdett,  Baronet,  (feconder). 
Lord  Folkeftone,  Samuel  Whit¬ 
bread,  Efq.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly, 
Knt.,  General  Ferguflbn,  Harvey 
Chriilian  Combe,  Efq.  alderman, 
and  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
this  city  in  parliament,  and  the 
reft  of  the  j 25  independent  mem. 
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bers  who,  upon  the  important  quef- 
tion  on  the  condudf  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  at¬ 
tempted  to  Item  the  torrent  of 
corruption. 

“  Refolved  :  That  as  a  confider- 
able  number  of  thofe  who  voted  in 
favour  of  the  late  commander-in¬ 
chief  on  the  1 8 th  of  March  laft, 
hold  lucrative  appointments  at  the 
pleafureof  the  crown,  a  vote  of  ac¬ 
quittal,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
mull  at  all  times  appear  extremely 
equivocal ;  but  when  given,  as  in 
the  prefent  infiance,  in  diredl  con¬ 
tradiction  to  the  evidence  pro¬ 
duced,  which  led  to  a  decifion  fo 
contrary  to  the  legitimate  expec* 
tations  of  the  people,  affords  ground 
for  apprehending  that  the  decifion 
has  arifen  from  that  preponderating 
influence  of  which  this  court  before 
has  complained. 

44  Refolved:  That  thefe  and 
other  public  abufes  call  loudly  for 
conftitutional  correction  and  re- 
drefs,  and  evince  the  neceflity  of  a 
radical  and  fpeedy  reform,  as  eflen- 
tial  to  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of 
the  juft  prerogative  of  the  crown  as 
to  the  ancient  and  unalienable 
rights  of  the  people. 

44  Refolved :  That  the  forego- 
ing  refolutions  be  figned  by  the 
town-clerk,  and  publifhed  in  the 
morning  and  evening  papers. 

44  W  OQDTHORPE.** 


On  Thurfday ,  the  I  ft  of  Auguft>  a 
Court  of  Common  Council  was  held 
at  Guildhall ,  at  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refolutions  were  puffed  :■ — 
44  That  this  Court  did,  on  the 
6th  of  April  laft,  exprefs  its  thanks 
and  gratitude  to  Gwyllym  Lloyd 
Wardie,  Efq.  for  his  conduCt  in 
bringing  forward  and  fubftantiating 
ferious  charges  againft  the  late 


commander  in  chief,  which,  not- 
withftanding  the  majority  in  his 
favour  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
compelled  his  refignation.  That 
no  circumftance  has  fince  tranf- 
pired,  which  can,  in  any  manner, 
leflen  the  importance  of  that  invef- 
tigation,  impeach  his  motives,  or 
affeCt  the  merits  of  the  cafe.  On 
the  contrary,  his  unwearied  exer¬ 
tions,  perfeverance,  and  fortitude, 
under  unexampled  threats  and  dif¬ 
ficulties,  have  developed  a  fcene  of 
fcandalous  abufe  and  corruption, 
not  only  in  the  army,  but  in  vari¬ 
ous  departments  of  the  ftate. 

44  That  it  has  been  difcovered  by 
the  faid  inveftigation,  that  thefe 
abufes  have  extended,  not  only  to 
the  difpofal  of  church  and  Eaft 
India  patronage,  but  alfo  to  the 
difpofal  of  feats  in  the  legiflature, 
and  charges  have  been  brought 
forward,  and  proofs  offered,  impli¬ 
cating  in  fuch  corrupt  and  illegal 
traffic,  Lord  Vifcount  Caftlereagh, 
the  Honourable  Spencer  Perceval, 
and  the  Honourable  Henry  Wellef- 
ley,  all  members  of  the  Houfe,  and 
then  and  now  holding  oftenfible  fi- 
tuations  in  his  Majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  a  traffic,  which,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  4  would  bring  a 
greater  fcandal  upon  the  parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  nation  than  this 
country  has  ever  known  fince  par¬ 
liament  has  had  an  exiftence.* 

44  That  the  faid  inveftigation  has 
alfo  led  to  the  difcovery,  that  the 
faid  Lord  Caftlereagh,  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
late  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul,  did,  in  flagrant  breach  of  his 
duty  as  a  minifter,  abufe  of  his  pa¬ 
tronage,  and  grofs  violation  of  the 
conftitution,  place  a  writerfhip  in 
the  hands  of  Lord  Clancarty,  a 

member 
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member  of  the  fame  Board,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  for  him 
a  feat  in  parliament  :  which  fact, 
the  faid  Lord  Caftlereagh  has  him- 
felf  admitted,  and,  notwithftanding 
there  appeared  a  fmaller  majority 
in  his  favour,  than  appeared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Duke  of  York,  in  ma- 
nifeft  injuftice  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  and  grofs  infult  to  the  nation, 
the  faid  Lord  Caftlereagh  ftill  re¬ 
tains  his  official  fituation. 

se  That  thefe  attacks  upon  the 
vital  principles  of  the  constitution 
have  been  made  without  punifh- 
ment  or  cenfure ;  and  motions 
for  inquiry  into  fuch  practices 
have  been  rejected,  upon  the  al¬ 
leged  frequency  and  notoriety  of 
them  ;  and  parliament  has  thereby, 
as  well  as  by  palling  a  Bill  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  fale  of  feats  in  that  houfe, 
recognized  and  acknowledged  the 
corrupt  influence  under  which  it 
has  been  called  together,  and  exer- 
cifed  its  functions. 

iC  That  it  was  ftated  by  Mr. 
Wardle,  that  there  was  an  office 
publicly  kept  open  for  the  fale  of 
places  under  government,  and  al¬ 
though  fuch  ftatement,  when  made, 
only  excited  the  derifion  ot  minif- 
ters,  and  the  houfe,  it  has  fince 
appeared  that  the  above  ftatement 
was  correct ;  and  his  Majefty's 
minifters  have  indicted  and  con¬ 
victed  feveral  perfons  concerned 
therein,  and  fuch  practices  were  de¬ 
clared  in  the  faid  indictment,  to 
have  a  tendency  to  degrade,  vilify, 
and  traduce  and  bring  into  con¬ 
tempt,  the  adminiftration  of  the 
country. 

iC  That  by  various  ftatements 
which  Mr.  Wardle  has  lately  fub- 
mitted  to  parliament,  it  appears, 
that,  by  a  correction  of  the  frauds, 
abufes,  corruption  and  peculation, 


which  have  been  found  to  exift  in 
every  branch  of  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  to  which  inquiry  has  extend¬ 
ed,  and  a  wife  and  honeft  applica*- 
tion  of  our  refources,  the  people 
might  be  relieved  from  heavy  and 
oppreffive  burthens,  if  not  wholly 
from  that  inquilitorial,  and  moft 
grievous  of  all  imports,  the  tax 
upon  income.  That  his  conduCt  on 
this  occafton  feems  to  have  drawn 
upon  him,  in  a  high  degree,  the 
malice  and  rancour  of  thofe  who 
are  interefted  in  the  continuance  of 
thefe  abufes. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
court,  individuals  who  devote  their 
exertions  towards  expoling  and  cor¬ 
recting  public  abufes,  are  at  all 
times  entitled  to  the  fupport  and 
protection  of  the  country,  particu¬ 
larly  at  the  prefent  moment,  when 
there  appears  an  unabating  effort  on 
the  part  of  thofe  notoriouily  under 
the  influence  of  government,  or 
who  participate  in  the  exifting 
frauds,  corruptions,  and  pecula¬ 
tions,  to  cry  down,  vilify  and  tra, 
duce  every  man  who  has  courage 
and  integrity  to  expofe  fuch  prac¬ 
tices,  in  order  to  miflead  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  divert  their  attention  from 
thefe  great  evils  ” 

The  following  are  the  Refolutions 

voted  at  the  Common- Hall ,  De¬ 
cember  14. 

u  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
the  enormous  wafte  of  treafure,  and 
unprofitable  lofs  of  lives,  in  the 
late  military  enterprifes  in  which 
his  majefty's  forces  have  been  un¬ 
fortunately  employed,  have  excited 
mingled  feelings  of  compaffion, 
difappointment,  indignation,  and 
alarm,  among  all  claffes  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjeCfs. 

“  Refolved,  That  the  whole  mi¬ 
litary 
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litary  ftrength  and  refources  of  this 
kingdom  have  been  drawn  forth  to 
an  extent  unparalleled  in  its  hif- 
tory,  and  have  been  moft  im provi¬ 
dently  applied,  and  fatally  con- 
fumed,  in  unconneded  and  abortive 
enterprifes,  attended  with  no  per¬ 
manent  advantage  to  Great  Britain, 
without effedual  relief  to  her  allies, 
and  diftinguifhed  only  by  the  un- 
profitable  valour  displayed,  and 
an  immenfe  facrifice  of  blood  and 
treafure. 

s(  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
during  thefe  unprecedented  failures 
and  calamities,  our  misfortunes 
have  been  highly  aggravated  by 
the  imbecility  and  diftradion  in 
the  cabinet,  where  it  appears  his 
ma jelly’s  confidential fervants  have 
been  engaged  in  the  moft  defpica- 
ble  intrigues  and  cabals,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  deceive  and  fupplant 
each  other,  to  the  great  negled  of 
their  public  duty,  and  fcandal  of 
the  government. 

t(  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  ftruggle,  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  the  fafety  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  empire  can  alone  be  preferved 
by  wife  and  honeft  councils  to  di- 
red  the  public  force ;  and  that 
fuch  councils  can  alone  be  upheld 
by  the  energies  of  a  free  and  united 
people. 

“  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
fuch  calamitous  events  imperioufly 
call  for  a  rigid  and  impartial  in¬ 
quiry  ;  and  that  an  humble  add  refs 
be  prefetned  to  his  majefty,  praying 
his  majefty  to  inftitute  fuch  in¬ 
quiry. 

City  of  London  Addrefs ,  Dec.  20, 
1809. 

“  To  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent 
Majefty, 


(t  The  humble,  loyal,  and  dutiful 
Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
mons  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  aflembled. 

((  Moft  gracious  Sovereign  ; 
t(  We  your  majefty’s  moft  faith¬ 
ful,  loyal,  and  dutiful  fubjeds,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com¬ 
mons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
common  council  aflembled,  moft 
humbly  approach  your  majefty’s 
facred  perfon,  in  the  perfed  aflur- 
ance  that  your  majefty  will  graci- 
oufly  condefcend  to  receive  the 
fuggeftions  of  your  faithful  and 
loyal  citizens,  on  fubjeds  which 
ferioufly  and  deeply  affed  their  in- 
terefts,  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
your  majefty’s  people. 

((  We  have  witnefled  with  deep 
regret  the  difaftrous  failure  of  the 
late  Expedition,  as  the  magnitude 
of  its  equipment  had  raifed  the  juft 
hopes  and  expedations  of  the 
country  to  fome  permanent  benefit. 

S(  And  we  cannot  avoid  exprefif* 
ingtoyour  majefty  the  forrow  and 
indignation  with  which  we  are  a  fi¬ 
fe  ded,  by  the  unhappy  diflenfions 
that  have  prevailed  among  your 
majefty’s  minifters,  and  our  fears 
that  fuch  diflenfions  may  prove 
eminently  prejudicial  to  the  beft 
interefts  of  the  nation. 

“  Your  majefty’s  faithful  citi¬ 
zens,  aduatedby  loyal  attachment 
to  your  facred  perfon  and  illuftri- 
ous  houfe,  and  folicitous  for  the 
honour  of  your  majefty’s  arms  and 
the  dignity  and  foiidity  of  your 
majefty’s  councils,  are  deeply  im- 
prefled  with  the  neceflity  of  an 
early  and  ftrid  inquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  Ex¬ 
pedition  ;  therefore  pray  your  ma¬ 
jefty  willdired  inquiry  to  be  forth¬ 
with  inftituted,  in  order  to 

afcertain 
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afcertain  the  causes  which  have  oc- 
cafioned  it. 

“  Signed  by  order  of  Court, 

“  Henry  Woodthorpe.” 

To  which  Addrefs  and  Petition  > 
His  Majefty  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  return  the  following 
anfwer 

“  I  thank  you  for  your  expref- 
fions  of  duty  and  attachment  to 
me  and  to  my  family. 

t(  The  recent  Expedition  to  the 
Scheld  was  directed  to  feveral  ob¬ 
jects  of  great  importance  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  my  allies,  and  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  my  dominions. 

“  I  regret,  that  of  thefe  objects 
a  part  only  has  been  accomplifhed. 

“  I  have  not  judged  it  to  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  direft  any  military  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  my  com¬ 
manders  by  fea  or  land  in  this  con¬ 
joint  fervice. 

i(  It  will  be  for  my  parliament, 
in  their  wifdom,  to  aik  for  fuch  in¬ 
formation,  or  to  take  fuch  meafures 
upon  this  fubjedl  as  they  (hall 
judge  moll  conducive  to  the  public 
good.9'  _______ 

General  Orders . — Saturday ,  Dec. 
3°* 

The  following  regulations  have 
been  fubftituted  for  thofe  notified 
in  the  general  order  of  the  20th 
March  laft,  which  had  been  found 
not  fufficiently  explanatory  of  his 
majefty’s  intentions 

“  No  officer  (hall  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  a  captain  until  he 
has  been  three  years  a  fubaltern. 

t(  No  officer  fhall  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major  until  he  has  been 
feven  years  in  the  fervice,  of  which 
he  fhall  have  been  at  leaft  two 
years  a  captain  ;  and  no  major  fhall 
be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  lieut,- 


col.  until  he  has  been  nine  years  in 
the  fervice. 

(<  No  officer  fhall  be  allowed  to 
fill  any  ftaff  appointment  (that  of 
aid-de-camp  excepted)  until  he  has 
been  four  years  in  the  fervice. 

is  No  fubaltern  officer  fhall  be 
confidered  eligible  to  hold  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  aid-de-camp  until  he 
has  been  prefent  with  his  regiment 
at  leaft  one  year.” 

At  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors 
of  the  Weft.  India  Dock  Company , 
held  at  their Houfe  in  Billiter-fquare  9 
on  Friday  the  6th  of  June ,  1809, 
Thomas  Hughani  Efq.  in  the  Chair ; 
the  Chairman  read  to  the  Meeting  a 
Report  from  a  Committee  of Directors  9 
on  the  General  Conduct  of  the  Com~ 
pany9s  Concerns ,  to  the  end  of  the 
Year  1808,*  which  was  ordered  to  he 
printed  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Proprietors . 
Report. — The  Committee  of  Re~ 
<viewy  in  Compliance  with  the  Re¬ 
flation  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  20th  December  lajl9  dire  St¬ 
ing  that  they  fhould  C(  Report  to 
the  Court  the  prefent  State  of  Bu- 
finefs  at  the  Docks ,  and fuch  Cir- 
cumftances  ref  pelting  the  Company s 
Concerns  during  the  lajl  Seafon9 
as  may  appear  to  them  to  require 
Obfemjationf*  prefent  the  follow¬ 
ing  Report . 

The  feafon  juft  elapfed  having 
been  one  of  peculiar  difficulty  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Company’s  con¬ 
cerns,  and  in  which  the  efficacy 
and  refources  of  the  Eftablifhment 
have  been  called  into  action,  and 
put  to  the  teft,  it  is  matter  of  lin¬ 
gular  gratification  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  be  enabled  to  ftate,  that 
the  exertions  of  your  officers  and 
fervants  have  been  fuccefsful  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  duty  ;  and  that 
the  bufinefs  of  the  year,  in  all  its 
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various  departments,  although  im¬ 
peded  by  circumftances  embarraf- 
fing  and  unprecedented,  has  been 
completed  at  a  period  unufually 
early.  To  the  details  which  are 
neceffarily  connedled  with  this  (the 
more  immediate)  object  of  your 
Committee,  they  premife  a  few  re¬ 
marks,  founded  upon  thofe  fads 
and  incontrovertible  principles  to 
which  your  Eftablilhment  owes 
both  its  origin  and  its  utility. 

However  unwilling  fome  perfons 
may  be  to  awaken  the  recollection, 
yet  it  cannot  be  generally  forgot¬ 
ten,  what  were  the  excefiive  delays, 
increafing  difficulties,  and  glaring 
abufes,  which  not  many  years  ago 
obftruded,  in  an  efpecial  manner, 
the  Weft-India  Trade  at  this  port, 
and  called  aloud  for  a  remedy.  The 
records  exift  which  prove  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  the  evil,  progreffively  af¬ 
fecting  the  credit  of  the  port,  the 
fafe  colledion  of  the  revenue,  and 
the  property  of  individuals  con¬ 
nected  with  the  trade,  in  times 
otherwife  profperous,  and  ferioufiy 
contributing  to  degrade  and  cor¬ 
rupt  the  morals  of  the  people.  To 
thefe  caufes  your  Eftablilhment 
owes  its  origin  ;  an  effectual  reform 
could  only  be  fought  in  a  great 
and  coftly  effort.  The  individuals 
who  formed  and  who  compofed  the 
Company,  undertook,  at  very  con- 
fiderable  rilk,  to  make  the  effort 
requifite  for  a  purpofe  fo  defirable. 

The  obftacles  that  mult  occur  in 
combating  numerous  and  powerful 
claffes  of  opponents  determined  by 
prejudice,  or  ftimulated  by  intereft, 
could  only  be  furrnounted  by  that 
union  of  zeal,  perfeverance,  and 
ability,  which  were  on  this  occafion 
combined,  and  being  fan&ioned  by 
a  provident  policy  in  the  legifla- 
ture,  (fortunately  for  the  commer¬ 


cial  profperity  of  London,)  proved 
fuccefsful.  Thefe  opponents  al¬ 
though  filenced  were  not  recon¬ 
ciled.  To  the  origin  and  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Eftablilhment  itfelf,  as 
oppofed  to  individual  and  petty 
exactions,  may  be  traced  the  fource 
of  much  of  that  fpirit  ofdifcontent 
and  hoftility  which  it  has  fince  en¬ 
countered,  and  which  has  purfued 
its  objedt,  by  mifreprefentations, 
moft  grofs,  and  yet  too  frequently 
credited  ;  but  it  is  a  rigid  enquiry 
into  their  conduct,  and  an  impar¬ 
tial  inveftigation  of  their  princi¬ 
ples  and  proceedings,  that  will 
furnilh  to  the  Company  the  fureft 
means  of  vindicating  themfelves, 
and  demonftrating,  that  they  have, 
in  all  liberal  conftrudtion,  accom- 
plilhed  the  good  purpofes  of  the 
undertaking,  and  fulfilled  their  en¬ 
gagements  to  the  public. 

By  the  general  view  of  its  me-, 
rits  and  demerits,  and  not  by  its 
adaptation  to  any  one  particular 
occurrence,  ought  every  public 
eftablilhment  in  fairnefs  to  be 
tried  ;  but  your  Committee  are 
confident  that  the  Company  need 
not  Ihrink  from  a  more  minute 
fcrutiny,  and  enquiry,  how  far  its 
provifions  and  regulations  are  al¬ 
ready  compatible  with  the  feparate 
and  diftindl  interefts  of  different 
bodies  connected  with  the  Weft 
India  trade  ;  although  they  may 
and  will  on  the  teft  of  experiment, 
and  by  the  fuggeftions  of  thofe 
moft  interefted,  be  ultimately  ftill 
farther  perfected. 

The  fecurity  afforded  to  pro¬ 
perty,  and  the  prevention  of 
frauds,  are  purpofes  which  your 
inftitution  is  univerfally  admitted 
to  have  attained ;  and  in  thefe 
objects  the  interefts  of  the  public 
revenue,  of  the  importers  and  pro¬ 
prietors 
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prietors  of  goods,  and  of  the  {hip 
owners,  are  all  intimately  blended 
and  rnoft  effentially  promoted  ; 
and  yet  thefe  topics,  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  ftate,  and  to 
individuals,  (when  clamour  is  to 
be  excited  againft  your  fyftem), 
are  feldom  adverted  to  ;  and  al¬ 
though  it  would  be  no  difficult 
talk  to  prove  that  the  duty  faved 
to  the  revenue,  and  the  property 
preferved  to  individuals,  by  thefe 
means,  amounts  annually  to  many 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  yet 
your  Committee  abftain  from  a 
fuperfiuous  iliuftration  of  a  faff  fo 
generally  acknowledged,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  details  which  are  more  con¬ 
nected  with  fome  late  difcuffions 
concerning  the  conduct  of  your  ef- 
tablifhment. 

If  the  warehouling  fyftem  be 
productive  of  great  practical  bene¬ 
fit  both  to  internal  and  foreign 
commerce,  it  mull  not  be  over¬ 
looked,  that  fo  far  as  the  Weft 
India  trade  is  concerned,  it  could 
not  have  been  carried  into  effeCt 
without  fome  eftablilhment  equi¬ 
valent  to  that  which  thus  origi¬ 
nated.  It  is  well  known,  that 
during  many  years  of  his  ad  mi¬ 
ni  ft  rat  ion,  the  advantages  that 
might  refult  from  that  fyftem, 
both  to  the  revenue  and  to  the 
trade,  had  prefented  themfelves  to 
the  comprehenlive  mind  of  that 
able  minifter,  the  late  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  that  he  only  fufpended  its 
adoption  until  fome  adequate  im¬ 
provement  Ihould  be  made  in  the 
port  of  London,  under  which  it 
might  be  fafely  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect.  Your  eftablilhment  had 
hardly  begun  its  operation  before 
the  provifions  of  that  fyftem  were 
enacted  by  the  legillature,  the  ad¬ 


vantages  of  which,  great  as  they 
are,  have  been  necelfarily  attended 
by  fome  additional  delay  and  era- 
barralfment  to  bulinefs,  which  the 
Company  has  endeavoured  to  meet 
with  promptitude,  and  with  the 
requifite  additions  to  their  efta¬ 
blilhment. 

The  benefits  accruing  to  the 
Weft  India  body  generally,  and 
the  degree  of  accommodation  and 
difpatch  afforded  by  the  Company, 
your  Committee  conceive  will  be 
bell  illuftrated  by  a  few  concife 
ftatements,  as  they  are  delirous 
that  on  difputed  points  an  appeal 
may  be  made  foiely  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  fads.  They  will  here 
premife,  that  whatever  advantages 
it  lhall  appear  have  been  obtained 
for  the  trade,  are  fecured  to  it 
without  any  additional  expence 
being  incurred  ;  the  Company  on 
its  formation  having  undertaken 
for  the  term  of  their  charter,  to 
provide  all  the  accommodation 
which  the  dock  fyftem  affords, 
and  to  perform  all  the  fer vices 
and  labour  neceffary  to  Ihips  and 
goods  at  importation,  for  the 
charges  then  current  at  the  port, 
although  fuch  charges  had  been 
previoully  and  almoft  annually  ad™ 
vancing. 

In  order  to  fhew  how  far  the 
means  and  refources  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  properly  applied, 
and  the  difpatch  given  to  Ihips, 
your  Committee  will  firft  call  the 
attention  of  the  Court  to  an  ac¬ 
count,  Ihewing  the  number  of 
Ihips  employed  in  the  Weft  India 
trade  which  have  been  difcharged 
in  the  docks  in  the  laft  fix  years, 
with  the  dates  at  which  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  each  feafon  appears  to  have 
been  refpe&ively  completed : 

Year. 
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Year.  No. of  Ships.  Finished  Landing. 

1803.. .  .363  ....  14  Jan.  1804 

1804. . .. 354  •••  •  29  Dec.  1804 

1805.. .  421  ....  22  Jan.  1806 

1 806.. .. 477  ....  2  Feb.  1807 

1807*  ••  *503  ... .  24  Dec.  1807 
1 808  ....  598  *  •  •  •  593  completed 

3  Dec.  1808 

by  which  it  will  appear,  that  fuch 
has  been  the  increafe  of  the  Weft 
India  trade,  that  95  fhips  have 
been  unloaded  this  feafon,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  greateft  number  ever 
before  received,  and  174  fhips 
more  than  the  average  number  of 
the  preceding  five  years.  In  the 
period  between  the  beginning  of 
July  and  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  a  fpace  of  five  months,  when 
circumftances  of  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  occurred,  upwards  of  460 
fhips  were  unloaded,  exclufive  of 
fmaller  veffels  and  craft,  with  car¬ 
goes  confifting  of  159,804  hhds. 
and  trs.  of  fugar.-— 26,917  puns, 
and  hhds.,  rum. — 3 1,675  hhds. 
and  trs.,  125,480  bags,  coffee. — 
10,855  bales,  487  pockets,  &c. 
cotton. — 35  calks,  2,732  bags,  Pi¬ 
mento. — 351  calks,  2,411  bags, 
ginger.-— 822  calks,  7,228  bags, 
cocoa.*— 1,797  calks,  wine.  Mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  1 1,342  bales,  137,851 
bags,  221,401  calks,  and  from  the 
10th  October  to  the  28th  Novem¬ 
ber  150  fhips  were  entirely  un¬ 
loaded  at  the  quays.  This  being 
the  precife  period  when  it  was 
ftated  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
that  owing  to  the  negligence  of 
the  dire&ors,  only  8  or  9  fhips 
were  at  that  time  unloaded  week¬ 
ly,  and  proceeding  on  that  calcu¬ 
lation,  that  108  (hips  then  in  the 
docks  would  neceffarily  be  delayed 
fome  months,  (we  mull  prefume 
not  lefs  than  three),  and  on  fuch. 


and  other  equally  unfounded  pre¬ 
texts,  was  grounded  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  an  infringement  of  the 
Company's  privileges.  Whereas 
the  fadt  is,  that  thefe  108  (hips, 
with  the  addition  of  others  fub- 
fequently  admitted,  were  unloaded 
in  the  month  of  November,  fuch 
only  excepted  as  were  delayed 
by  caufes  not  dependant  on  the 
Company. 

The  general  ftate  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  performed  by  the  Company 
during  the  laft  year  will  ftand 
thus  :  598  fhips  have  unloaded, 
and  106  fmaller  veffels  and  craft ; 
of  the  above  number  of  598  fhips, 
593  were  completed  upon  the  3d 
December,  1808. 

Thus  fo  early  as  the  clofe  of 
the  month  of  November,  the  great 
body  of  Ihipping  in  the  Weft  India 
trade  were  completely  cleared  of 
their  cargoes ;  an  inftance  of  dif- 
patch  fingular  and  unexampled, 
and  evidently  proving  the  fupe- 
riority  of  your  eftablilhment,  par¬ 
ticularly  under  the  embarraffing 
circumftances  of  an  extraordinary 
accumulation  of  produce  on  hand, 
occafioned  by  an  almoft  total  ftag- 
nation  of  export  :  if  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  be  contrafted  with  the  de¬ 
lays,  impediments,  Ioffes,  and 
abufes,  which  muft  have  arifen 
under  the  former  fyftem,  their  va¬ 
lue  will  be  incalculable. 

During  the  utmoft  preffure,  and 
under  peculiar  circumftances  of  the 
feafon,  the  Company  did  under¬ 
take  to  provide  at  its  own  ex¬ 
pence,  and  beyond  its  exclufive 
means,  an  extraordinary  provifion 
of  warehoufe  room,  but  it  did  not 
become  neceffary  to  refort  to  it, 
beyond  an  accommodation  for 
5747  calks  and  4137  boxes,  and 

5 1 1  barrels 
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5 1 1  barrels  of  prize  or  foreign 
fugar,  and  thus  may  the  difpatch 
given  to  the  lhipping  in  fuch  a 
feafon,  afford  the  beft  proof  of  the 
adequacy  of  the  Company’s  re- 
fources  to  the  general  exigences 
of  the  trade;  but  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  add  the  following  ftatement 
of  the  quantity  of  goods  adually 
lodged  within  your  warehoufes  at 
one  time,  exclufive  of  the  articles 
on  the  quays; — 102,647  hhds. 
and  trs.,  11,612  chefts  and  brls. 
of  fugar. — 14,681  puns,  and  hhds. 
of  rum.-— 38,239  hhds.  and  trs., 
190,408  bags,  coffee.  —  1,41 1 
bales,  164  pockets,  &c.,  cotton. 
—24  calks,  3,168  bags,  Pimento. 

—  201  calks,  1,006  bags,  ginger. 
—1, 100  calks,  13,257  bags,  cocoa. 

—  1,786  calks,  wine.  Making  a 
total  of  11,612  chefts,  &c.  1,575 
bales,  207,839  bags,  158,678 
calks.  Let  this  ftatement  be  com¬ 
pared  with  all  the  accommodation 
exifting  at  the  port,  for  the  houf- 
ing  of  Weft  India  produce,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  formation  of  the 
docks,  which  according  to  the  beft 
computation  in  refped  to  the  arti¬ 
cle  of  fugar  only,  was  not  capable 
of  containing  beyond  one  third  of 
the  quantity,  which  has  been  ac¬ 
tually  depolited  in  your  ware¬ 
houfes. 

The  fyftem  of  providing  dif- 
tindly  for  the  lhipping  of  goods 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  fecu- 
rity  afforded  thereby  both  to  the 
(hips  and  goods,  belongs  peculiarly 
to  your  eftablilhment  ;  and,  to  a 
fyftem  fo  recent  and  dependant 
upon  correfponding  regulations  of 
the  revenue  boards,  it  cannot  rea- 
fonably  be  reproached  that  it  is 
yet  fufceptible  of  improvement ; 
fufticient,  however,  has  appeared  to 
Oiew  that  this  part  of  your  efta- 
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blifhment  is  one  which  muft  even-  , 
tually  prove  of  elfential  benefit 
to  the  Weft  India  trade  of  the 
port. 

The  regulations  of  the  Company 
have  all  been  framed  in  ftrid  con- 
fiftency  with  its  folid  and  perma¬ 
nent  interefts,  by  a  conftant  and 
primary  regard  to  the  fecurity  of 
property,  the  interefts  of  the  re¬ 
venue,  and  the  accommodation  of 
the  trade,  and  not  in  any  cafe 
di reded  by  narrow  views  of  pre¬ 
fen  t  profit,  in  contradiftindion  to 
thofe  more  elfential  objeds. 

With  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  the  revenue  departments  it  is 
necelfary  that  the  Company  fhould 
co-operate,  and  fometimes  it  has 
been  accufed  of  difappointments 
and  delays,  originating  iolely  in 
that  connedion.  But  in  refped  to 
that  part  of  the  fyftem,  over 
which  your  diredors  have  con- 
troul,  they  are  ready,  at  all  times, 
to  adopt  fuggeftions  for  improve¬ 
ment,  whenever  they  ftiall  be 
found,  upon  attentive  conlidera. 
tion,  to  be  compatible  with  the 
great  objeds  of  the  inftitution. 

The  principles  by  which  the 
Court  of  Diredors  have  uniformly 
governed  their  condud,  have  been 
thofe  of  found  difcretion  in  the 
application  of  the  funds  of  the 
Company,  a  liberal  conftrudion 
and  performance  of  its  engage- 
ments  with  the  public,  and  a  fcru- 
pulous  impartiality  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  bulinefs. 

How  far  thefe  objeds  have  been 
faithfully  purfued,  and  fuccefsfully 
accompanied,  may  beft  be  evinced, 
as  to  the  firft,  by  the  profperous 
ftate  of  your  finances ;  as  to  the 
fecond,  by  the  details  furnilhed 
by,  and  the  fads  cpnneded  with 
this  report ;  and,  as  to  the  laft,  it 
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may  fairly  be  demanded  whether 
one  fingle  inftance  of  deviation 
can  be  produced. 


Proclamation  of  General  Palafox  to 
the  People  of  Arragon . 

The  country  demands  great  fa- 
erifices.  She  calls  us  to  her  af- 
fiftance  ;  (he  fees  no  other  de¬ 
fenders  but  her  children  ;  we  are 
her  only  fupport.  We  (hould 
violate  our  duty  to  her,  and  to 
ourfelves,  did  we  not  employ  our 
arms,  and  rifk  our  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty,  in  order  to  fave  her.  No¬ 
ble  Arragonefe  !  brave  foldiers  ! 
ever  ready  to  (bed  your  blood  to 
defend  her  and  your  king,  it  is 
unnecefifary  for  me  to  remind  you 
of  facred  duties  which  you  have 
never  forgotten,  but  the  important 
charge  which  you  have  confided 
to  me,  and  my  anxious  defires  to 
fulfil  my  duty,  and  to  make  a 
juft  return  to  your  attachment,  do 
not  permit  me  to  leave  unemployed 
any  means  that  may  contribute  to 
deliver  you  from  thofe  perfidious 
wretches  who,  already  fetting 
themfelves  in  oppofition  tc  our 
determinations,  already  indifferent 
to  the  grand  caufe  which  we  are 
defending,  give  utterance  to  fenti- 
ments  little  conformable  to  our 
tried  loyalty.  I  therefore  ordain 
and  command  : 

i.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  of  every  rank  and  con¬ 
dition,  (hall  confider  themfelves 
bound  to  devote  to  its  defence 
their  perfons,  property,  and  lives : 
the  rich  and  great  lending  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  to  the  poor,  foftering 
and  aflifting  them,  contributing  to 
cover  their  nakednefs,  and  to 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  re- 
fpe&ive  pofts  5  thus  performing  a 


facred  duty,  enjoined  by  natural 
affection,  recommended  by  the  holy 
religion  which  we  profefs ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  remunerating 
them  for  the  zeal  with  which  they 
defend  their  lives,  their  eftates, 
and  their  common  country.  Should 
any  man  be  fo  unnatural  as  to 
difown  their  obligation,  he  (hall 
be  fined  in  proportion  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  his  offence,  and  the 
amount  of  the  fine  (hall  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
army. 

2.  That  fuch  towns  as  do  not 
contribute  all  in  their  power  to 
the  relief  of  our  prefent  neceffities, 
(hall  be  treated  as  enemies  to  our 
king,  whofe  fovereign  rights  we 
defend,  and  their  inhabitants  of 
every  rank  (hall  be  puniihed  as 
traitors. 

3.  That  every  individual  of  the 
army  of  referve,  and  the  recruits 
of  Arragon,  already  enrolled  and 
regimented,  who  (hall  not  join  his 
corps  within  the  fpace  of  fix  days 
thereof,  (hall  be  treated  as  a  de- 
ferter  in  time  of  war,  and  as  fuch 
(hall  fuffer  the  pains  of  law, 

4.  That  the  alcaides  (hall  fi&ro- 
puloufly  examine  the  foldiers  in 
their  refpe&ive  wards,  who  may 
not  have  fo  joined,  and  make  a 
return  of  their  names  and  the 
corps  they  belong  to  ;  and  that 
the  juftices  of  the  kingdom  of 
Arragon,  under  the  refponfibility 
of  perfon  and  property,  tranfmit 
an  exad  lift  of  all  the  individuals 
of  their  jurifdi&ion,  who  have 
ferved  in  the  army,  diftinguilhing 
the  cavalry  from  the  infantry, 
and  remarking  their  ftate  of  health 
and  perfonal  vigour. 

5.  That  all  who  profefs  want 
of  confidence  in  the  chiefs  of  the 
people  or  the  army,  who  make 

pafquinades, 
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pasquinades,  excite  riots  or  dif- 
turbances,  {hall  be  immediately 
apprehended,  and  carried  before 
the  newly-appointed  judge  of  the 
police,  Don  Santiago  Penicela, 
who  will  pafs  judgment  according 
to  the  times  and  critical  circum- 
$ances  in  which  the  country  is 
placed,  andfuitable  to  their  crimes ; 
Impofing  the  punilhment  of  death 
he  fhall  confult  me. 

6.  That  all  the  meafures  adopted 
fhall  be  obeyed  with  religious 
refpeft,  fince  they  all  are  dire&ed 
to  the  good  of  the  country,  which 
will  recompenfe  in  more  happy 
times  the  facrifices  we  make,  and 
which  are  fo  pleafing  to  God  and 
the  celeftial  prote&refs  who  guards 
us. 

7.  That  all  the  houfes  fhall  be 
well  fupplied  with  cifterns  and 
veffels  of  water,  in  order  to  be 
ready  to  afiift  in  extinguilhing  any 
fire  which  may  occur :  and  that 
the  Alcaides  de  Barrio  fhall  in 
particular  fuperintend  this  impor¬ 
tant  preparation. 

3.  That  the  entrance  and  de¬ 
parture  of  perfons  by  the  gates 
fhall  be  watched  with  the  greateft 
care,  recollecting  that  the  enemy 
even  aflume  our  drefs,  and  refort 
to  every  artifice,  becaufe  they  do 
not  truft  entirely  to  their  force, 
though  greatly  fuperior  in  num¬ 
bers. 

9.  That  precifely  three  days 
(hall  be  allowed  for  the  departure 
of  all  the  women,  old  men  arrived 
at  fixty,  and  all  the  boys  not  able 
to  carry  cartridges,  with  moderate 
equipages,  for  whofe  convenience 
orders  have  been  iflued  to  all  the 
towns  and  villages,  to  receive 
them  with  kinduefs,  and  to  fupply 
their  wants. 
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10.  That  all  Frenchmen,  who 
may  happen  to  be  within  the  city, 
fhall  be  prefented  to  the  judge  of 
the  police,  in  order  to  be  removed 
without  the  walls.  All  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children  of  the  fame  na¬ 
tion  fhall  be  removed  with  then4 
hufbands  and  fathers ;  as  alfo  all 
the  prifoners  and  defe rters  from 
the  enemy’s  army,  to  places  ap¬ 
pointed  for  their  reception. 

11.  To  prevent  thofe  perfons 
whofe  virtue  is  refpeCfed  by  every 
catholic  from  being  expofed  to  in¬ 
ful  t,  I  permit  the  nuns  to  proceed 
to  occupy  other  convents,  without 
the  limits  of  the  city  and  fuburbs, 
where  they  may  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  devoting  themfelves, 
without  interruption,  to  their  holy 
exercifes. 


Capitulation  of  Madrid.  From  the 
Madrid  Gazette  3  December  yth, 
1808.  Capitulation  propofed  by 
the  Military  and  Civil  Junta  of 
Madrid ,  to  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Majefy  the  Emperor  of  the 
French . 

Article  i.  The  prefer vation  of 
the  Catholic,  Apoftolic,  and  Ro¬ 
man  religion,  without  any  other 
being  legally  tolerated.  Ans." 
Granted. 

2.  The  liberty  and  fecurity  of 
the  lives  and  properties  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  and  other  perfons  refiding  in 
Madrid,  as  well  as  of  thofe  in 
public  employments  t  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  fituations,  or  the 
option  of  their  retiring  from  this 
court,  if  they  fhould  prefer  it. 
Likewife,  the  lives,  privileges, 
and  properties  of  the  fecular  and 
regular  ecclefiaftics  of  both  fexes, 
together  with  the  refpeft  due  Id 
[2  ?  *]  ‘he 
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the  churches,  all  in  conformity  to 
our  laws  and  cuftoins.  Ans. — 
Granted. 

3.  The  lives  and  properties  of 
all  military  officers,  of  rank,  are 
like  wife  to  be  fafe.  Ans.  — 
Granted. 

4.  No  perfon  fhall  be  liable  to 
perfecution,  on  account  of  their 
political  opinions  or  writings, 
any  more  than  thofe  employed  in 
a  public  capacity,  for  what  they 
may  have  done  hitherto  in  the 
exercife  of  their  employments,  or 
in  obedience  to  the  former  govern¬ 
ment  ;  nor  fhall  the  people  fuffer 
for  the  efforts  which  they  have 
made  for  their  defence.  Ans.— 
Granted. 

5.  No  other  contributions  fhall 
be  exadled  beyond  the  ordinary 
ones  that  have  hitherto  been  paid. 
Ans. — Granted,  till  the'realm  fhall 
definitively  be  organized. 

6.  Our  laws,  cuftoms,  and  courts 
of  juftice,  fhall  be  preferved  in 
their  prefent  conftitution.  Ans. 
•—Granted,  until  the  kingdom  un¬ 
dergoes  its  definitive  organiza¬ 
tion. 

7.  The  French  troops  and  their 
officers  fhall  not  be  quartered  in 
private  houfes,  but  in  military 
lodging  houfes  and  tents,  and  by 
no  means  in  convents  or  monas¬ 
teries;  the  privileges  allowed  to 
the  refpe&ive  clafles  by  the  laws 
being  preferved.  Ans.— Granted; 
it  being  well  under  flood  that  both 
the  officers  and  privates  muff  have 
quarters  and  tents  that  are  fur- 
nifhed  conformably  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  regulations,  unlefs  the  faid 
buildings  be  inefficient. 

8.  The  troops  (hall  march  out 
of  the  town  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  be  at  liberty  to  retire 


whitherfoever  they  choofe.  Ans* 
— The  troops  fhall  march  out 
writh  the  honours  of  war  ;  they 
fhall  march  off  by  files  to  day  at 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
leave  their  arms  and  cannon  ;  the 
armed  peafants  fhall  alfo  leave  their 
arms  and  artillery  ;  after  which 
the  inhabitants  fhall  retire  to  their 
houfes,  and  thofe  from  without  the 
town,  to  their  villages.  All  the 
individuals  that  have  enlifled 
among  the  troops  of  the  line,  four 
months  ago,  fhall  be  free  from 
their  engagements,  and  retire  to 
their  villages.  All  the  reft  fhall 
continue  prifoners  of  war  till  an 
exchange  takes  place,  which  will 
commence  immediately  between 
equal  numbers,  and  rank  for  rank. 

9.  The  public  debts  and  en¬ 
gagements  of  the  ftate  fhall  be 
faithfully  and  conftantly  dif- 
charged.  Ans.  —  This  being  a  po¬ 
litical  object,  belongs  to  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  affembly  of  the 
realm,  and  depends  on  the  general 
adminiftration. 

10.  Thofe  generals  who  wifh  to 
continue  in  the  capital,  fhall  pre- 
ferve  their  rank  ;  and  fuch  as  are 
defirous  of  quitting  it,  fhall  be  at 
liberty  fo  to  do.  Ans. — Granted  : 
they  fhall  remain  in  their  ftation, 
although  their  pay  can  only  con¬ 
tinue  till  the  kingdom  receives  its 
ultimate  organization. 

Additional  Art.  n.  A  detach¬ 
ment  of  guards  fhall  this  day,  at 
four  o’clock,  take  poffeffion  of  the 
palace  gates.  The  different  gates 
of  the  city  fhall,  about  the  fame 
time,  be  delivered  up  to  the  French 
army.  The  guard-houfe  of  the 
body  guards  and  the  general  hof- 
pital,  fhall  be  furrendered  at  the 
fame  time.  At  the  fame  hour  the 
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park  of  artillery  and  the  arfenals, 
together  with  the  engineers,  (hall 
be  furrendered  to  the  French  ar¬ 
tillery  and  engineers.  The  works 
and  entrenchments  (hall  be  levelled, 
and  the  ftreets  repaired.  The 
French  officer  about  to  take  the 
command  of  Madrid,  (hall  about 
mid-day  repair,  under  a  military 
guard,  to  the  houfe  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  (governor)  in  order  to  con¬ 
cert  with  government,  regulations 
of  police,  and  meafures  for  the  re- 
eftabliftiment  of  good  order  and 
public  fecurity  in  all  parts  of  the 
town. 

We,  the  underftgned  commif- 
fioners,  authorized  by  full  powers 
ior  fettling  and  figning  the  prefent 
capitulation,  have  agreed  upon  the 
faithful  and  entire  execution  of  the 
above  meafure. 

Fernando  de  la  Veray 
Pantoga. 

Th  O M A S  D E  IY1  ORLA, 

Alessandro. 

Imperial  Camp ,  Madrid ,  the  \th 
of  December ,  1808. 


0  s Neil’s  Report  to  Palafox  ref pe Sl¬ 
ing  the  Battle  of  Tudela ,  8th  De¬ 
cember,  1808. 

In  confequence  of  the  adfual 
fituation  of  this  city,  threatened 
with  a  liege  by  the  enemy,  it  has 
been  until  now  found  impoffible 
to  lay  before  the  public  an  official 
account  of  the  details  of  the  at¬ 
tack  and  obftinate  battle  fought 
at  Tudela  on  the  23d  ult. ;  a 
battle  equally  fatal  and  glorious 
to  this  army,  which,  fupported 
•  only  by  its  own  ftrength  and  its 
own  valour,  maintained  the  conteft 
for  eight  hours  in  the  rnidft  of  the 
molt  dreadful  fire.  It  is  impof¬ 
fible  to  convey  an  adequate  idea 


of  the  number  of  heroic  achieve¬ 
ments  performed  by  the  officers 
and  foldiers,  whilft  one-half  of  the 
army  was  defending  their  polls 
with  difcharges  of  mufketry,  and 
the  other  were  maintaining  the 
conteft  with  the  bayonet,  until 
the  number  of  the  (lain  on  both 
fides  left  fcarcely  room  for  a&ion, 
and  both  the  contending  armies 
retired.  The  captain-general  of 
this  excellent  army  of  referve  has 
received  the  following  detailed 
difpatch  from  Lieutenant-General 
Don  Juan  ONeil,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  troops  in  the  engagement, 
from  Illucca,  whither  he  retired 
with  Field-Marfhal  D.  Felippe  St. 
March. 

Moft  excellent  Seignor— -A  few 
hours  after  my  conference  with 
your  excellency,  at  Caparofo,  re- 
fpedling  the  good  condition  of  the 
troops  under  my  command,  at  that 
moft  important  point,  full  of  ar¬ 
dour  and  enthufiafm,  from  the  fu- 
periority  which  they  conceived 
themfelves  to  poftefs  over  the 
enemy,  who  for  fo  long  a  period 
had  not  dared  to  attack  us,  and 
from  advantages  of  greater  magni¬ 
tude  which  they  anticipated  in  the 
dire&ion  of  Pampeluna  ;  and  when 
your  excellency,  convinced  of  the 
neceffity  of  not  permitting  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  pafs,  for 
executing  deligns  in  which  I  cor¬ 
dially  concurred,  proceeded  to 
confult  with  the  captain-general 
of  the  army  of  the  centre  j  I 
received  a  difpatch  from  the  cap¬ 
tain-general  of  the  army  of  the 
centre,  and  the  reprefentative  of 
the  fupreme  central  junta,  D. 
Francifco  Palafox,  dated  the  21ft: 
inft.  informing  me  of  the  extreme 
urgency  that  all  my  troops  Ihould 
immediately  put  themfelves  in 
[2?  3]  motion. 
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motion,  and  proceed  by  way  of 
Tudela,  to  the  right  of  the  line, 
which  was  to  be  formed  upon  Caf- 
cante  and  Tarragona,  as  far  as  the 
heights  of  Moncayo  ;  and  charg¬ 
ing  me  not  to  lofe  a  moment, 
jfince  they  had  given  orders  for 
the  march  of  the  army  of  the 
centre,  and  were  on  the  point  of 
attacking  and  defeating  the  enemy, 
in  order  to  fave  that  army  ;  an 
objedl,  the  attainment  of  which 
would  be  of  the  greateft  impor¬ 
tance  for  Spain,  and  totally  dif- 
'  concert  the  plans  of  the  enemy, 
Surprifed  at  the  novelty  of  this 
difpatch,  fo  completely  at  vari¬ 
ance  with  the  plan  we  had  agreed 
upon  at  Caparofo  the  day  before, 
I  fent  to  inform  your  excellency, 
and  before  I  received  your  anfwer, 
your  difpatch,  dated  at  Tudela  on 
the  fame  day  (the  21ft)  reached 
me,  dire&ing,  that  in  confequence 
of  what  the  captain-general  of  the 
centre  had  dated  to  you,  I  fhould, 
the  inftant  I  received  it,  march 
with  the  whole  of  my  army,  and 
the  troops  belonging  to  the  centre 
attached  to  it,  for  Tudela,  there 
to  fix  m3'  head-quarters,  it  being 
underftood  that  the  troops  that 
occupied  the  pods  of  Cintriunego, 
Calahorray  and  the  other  parts  of 
the  Ebro,  were  already  on  their 
march  for  Borja  and  Tarragona, 
and  confequently  that  any  delay 
might  be  very  injurious,  and  ex- 
pofe  the  army  to  be  turned  in  that 
quarter.  On  the  fame  day,  as  my 
troops  were  juft  fetting  oft*,  I 
received  your  excellency’s  anfwer, 
confirming  your  previous  order,  in 
confequence  of  the  army  of  the 
centre  having  already  commenced 
its  movement.  I  cannot  defcribe 
to  your  excellency  the  fenfation 
frit  by  the  troops  under  my  com- 
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mand,  in  confequence  of  this 
trograde  movement,  as  all  of  them9 
previoufly  animated  by  the  pre- 
ceding  fortunate  movements,  found 
all  their  hopes  fruftrated,  and  faw 
themfelves  removed  from  the  ad¬ 
vanced  fituation  that  they  always 
occupied  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
An  event  fo  unexpected  difhearu 
ened  them ;  and  in  order  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  the  fame  degree  of 
ardour  which  they  had  hitherto 
manifefted,  and  to  prevent  the 
fatal  confequences  of  which  I  was 
apprehenfive,  I  exerted  my  au¬ 
thority,  accompanying  it  with  the 
molt  energetic  perfuafion,  and 
(hewing  them  the  older  of  that 
evening,  according  to  which  the 
fafety  of  the  whole  army  depended 
upon  our  retrograde  movement, 
and,  in  fhort,  telling  them  that  it 
was  the  refult  of  the  exprefs  orders 
of  your  excellency,  and  muft  be 
obeyed*  This  reprefentation,  in 
fome  degree,  tranquillized  them, 
and  I  proceeded  with  my  troops 
to  Tudela,  where  your  excellency 
the  feignor  reprefentative,  and  the 
captain. general  of  the  army  of  the 
centre,  were  already  arrived.  At 
nine  in  the  morning  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  (23d)  Colonel  Don 
F.  Perena  fent  to  inform  me  that 
two  columns  of  the  enemy  were 
deploying  in  front  of  Ablitas. 

In  confequence  of  this  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  the  captain. general  of 
the  army  of  the  centre  having, 
the  preceding  evening,  informed 
me,  that  the  enemy  had  entered 
Cintriunego,  I  ordered  the  generale 
to  be  beaten,  apprifing,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  captain-general  * 
that,  as  commander  in  chief,  he 
might  make  the  neceflary  difpofi- 
tions.  He  ordered  fome  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  advance,  and  foon  after 

caufed 
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staled  General  St.  March  to  do 
the  fame  on  the  left,  fending  vari¬ 
ous  corps  of  my  divifion  to  the 
heights  of  Santa  Barbara,  to  rein¬ 
force  that  important  point,  and  to 
fupport  the  troops  already  occu¬ 
pying  it  belonging  to  the  divifion 
of  General  Rova.  As  he  left  me 
on  the  high  road  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  my  troops,  I  fent  to 
him  my  aid-de-camp,  D.  B.  Gela- 
bert,  to  afcertain  what  I  was  to 
do,  as  the  engagement  was  already 
begun.  His  anfwer  was,  that  I 
should  proceed  to  the  centre  of  the 
line,  where  he  was  polled.  Soon 
after  he  ordered  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  to  join  him,  and  he  af- 
figned  me  the  command  of  the 
whole  of  the  left  wing.  When  I 
arrived  I  found  the  heights  on  the 
left  already  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
who  threatened  to  turn  us ;  but 
having  received  his  order  to  at¬ 
tack  them,  and  an  afiuranee  that 
the  divifion  of  General  La  Pena 
would  advance  to  my  affiftance,  I 
determined  to  execute  the  attack 
by  echellons  of  battalions.  The 
battalions  of  the  royal  Spanilli 
guards  commenced  it  with  fuch 
unexampled  gallantry,  that  the 
enemy  inftantly  abandoned  that 
important  poll,  lea\ring  the  field 
of  battle  covered  with  dead  bodies. 
The  fame  fuccefs  attended  the  at¬ 
tack  in  front,  by  the  regiments 
of  the  volunteers  of  Caftile  and 
Segorbia.  While  I  was  indulging 
in  the  fatisfadion  produced  by  our 
fuccefs,  and  conliderlng  the  battle 
gained,  two  orderly  officers  of  ca¬ 
valry  came  to  delire  me,  on  the 
part  of  the  captain-general,  not  to 
be  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  a 
column  of  infantry,  with  a  conli- 
derable  body  of  cavalry,  who  were 
advancing  on  the  left,  as  they 


Were  the  troops  of  General  La  Pent 
coming  from  Cafeante.  Congra¬ 
tulating  myfelf  upon  this  aid* 
which  would  have  decided  the  bat¬ 
tle  in  our  favour,  I  rode  along  my 
left  to  dired  General  St.  March 
to  continue  the  attack  in  the  fame 
order,  when  that  general  furprifecl 
me  by  telling  me  it  was  necefifary 
we  Ihould  retreat,  as  our  right  had 
been  forced,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  Tudela,  and  that  all  the  troops 
that  occupied  the  centre  of  our 
polition  had  retreated.  This  in* 
telligence  aftonilhed  me  the  more* 
as  the  captain-general  had  fent  me 
no  information  of  this  event,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  appeared  to  me 
impoffible  ;  but  a  firing  being  heard 
in  the  rear  of  the  olive  plantations* 
I  was  convinced  of  the  fad.  In 
this  melancholy  fituation,  the  di¬ 
vifion  of  General  La  Pena,  not 
having  moved,  and  that  which 
was  announced  as  his  divifion  prov¬ 
ing  to  be  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  of 
about  8aooo  infantry  and  2,00© 
cavalry,  I  gave  diredions  for  re¬ 
treating  in  the  beft  poffible  order  1 
placing  the  2d  regiment  of  Valen¬ 
cia  in  an  oblique  pofition  to  covet 
the  retreat  of  our  troops.  The 
troops  were  furrounded  on  all  fides* 
but  they  gallantly  cut  their  way 
with  the  bayonet.  I  put  myfelf 
at  their  head,  and  left  General  St. 
March  with  the  cavalry  to  proted 
this  daring  and  only  refource  that 
was  left  to  us.  The  general  dif- 
charged  this  trull  with  the  fame 
exadnefs  that  he  did  every  other 
duty  confided  to  him  during  the 
adion.  I  can  allure  your  excel* 
lency  that  I  never  w knelled  an 
occafion  in  which  all  the  officers 
and  foldiers  more  completely  per* 
formed  their  duty  ;  but  of  thofe 
who  were  under  my  orders,  I 
[Q  f  4j  O'#* 
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ought  to  make  particular  mention 
of  the  third  battalion  of  the  royal 
Spanilh  guards,  and  the  regiments 
of  Caftile,  Segorbia,  and  Turia. 
D.  M.  Velafco,  commander  of  the 
artillery  of  my  divifion  ;  D.  A. 
Ulloa,  commander  of  General  St. 
March's  ;  D.  J.  Monino  ;  D.  R. 
del  Pino,  who,  though  furrounded 
by  the  enemy,  fpiked  a  part  of  the 
artillery  which  they  could  not 
bring  off,  are  very  much  entitled 
to  confideration  for  having  entirely 
deftroyed  three  columns  of  the 
enemy.  , 

The  enemy's  lofs  cannot  be  lefs 
than  8,000  men,  as  we  may  a  fibre 
ourfelves,  when  they  admitted  it 
exceeded  4,000.  I  have  not  yet 
received  all  the  returns  of  the  lofs 


on  our  fide,  but  I  doubt  whether 
it  amounts  to  2,000  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing.  I  have  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  having  faved  half 
of  the  artillery,  which  was  brought 
off  by  routes  almoft  impracticable, 
and  of  having  been  a  near  fpedtator 
of  every  thing  that  pafifed  to  the 
laft  moment.  I  can  afifure  you, 
that  in  this  unfortunate  event  all 
thofe  under  my  command  have 
done  their  duty  to  their  king  and 
country  ;  and  that  had  the  captain- 
general  ordered  the  army  of  the 
centre  to  fupport  us,  it  would,  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt,  have  been  the  moft 
glorious  day  for  his  Majefty’s  arms 
of  any  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  war. 


A 
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A  GENERAL  BILL 

OF 

CHRISTENINGS  AND  BURIALS, 

From  December  13,  1808,  to  December  12,  1809. 


Christened 


Males*  «•  *9981  ^  In  all,  J 
Females  •  *9631  5  19612  | 


Buried 


Males*  • 
Females 


•8636  )  In  all, 
•  8044  516630 


Decreafed  in  Burials  2932. 


Died  under  Two  Years  4937 
Between  Two  and  Five  1916 
—  Five  and  Ten  *  •  •  •  754 
- — -  Ten  and  Twenty  •  •  566 
Twenty  and  Thirty  1145 


Thirty  and  Forty*  •  1 472!——  Eighty  and  Ninety  369 

—  Forty  and  Fifty  •  •  1748  -—Ninety  and  a  Hundred  54 

—  Fifty  and  Sixty  •*  1419  A  Hundred* ....... .  *  2 

— -  Sixty  and  Seventy  1235 

— -  Seventy  and  Eighty  1063 1 


DISEASES. 

Abortive  ftill 
Lorn  »••»-*•  514 


Abfcefs  ........  49 

Aged  . 1251 

Ague  ......  4 

Apoplexy  and 
sudden*  *  *  *  203 
Afthma  and 
Phthific  *.  488 

Bile . *  *  2 

Bleeding  •  *  -  •  24 

Burften  and 
Rupture  *  *  15 

Cancer ......  55 

Childbed _  123 

Colds  .  15 

Colick  jGripes, 

&c. .  15 

Confumption  4570 
Convulfions  **3463 
Cough,  and 
Hoopmg- 
Cough  ....  591 

Cramp . *  2 

Croup  .  81 

Diabetes  «...  1 


Dropfy**®.*®  736 
Evil  ........  2 

Fevers  of  all 
|  kinds  «...  1066 

Fiftula . *  3 

Flux. .......  9 

French  Pox  .  *  29 

Gout  •«»•»«••  30 

Gravely  Stone, 
and  Stran¬ 


gury  ......  10 

Grief  ......  5 

Jaundice  ....  26 

Jaw  Locked*.  4 
Inflammation  511 
Influenza  •  •  *  *  3 

Livergrown » •  21 

Lunatic  ...  166 
Meafles  ....  106 

Mifcarriage  *•  2 

Mortification  167 

Palfy  -  123 

Palpitation  of 
the  Heart* »  1 

Pleurify  ••••  19 

Quinfy .  3 

Rheumatifm*  *  2 

Scarlatina**  1 


Scurvy .  4 

Small  Pox  » •  1163 
Sore  Throat  •  *  7 

Sores  and  Ul¬ 
cers  .  5 

Spafm .  24 

St.  Anthony’s 
Fire  ......  2 

St.  Vitus’s 
Dance  •  • » •  1 

Stoppage  in  the 
Stomach  •  *  20 

Strangury  *  •  1 

Teeth  . 308 

Thrulh .  39 

Tumour  ....  1 

Water  in  the 
Cheft  • .  ® .  11 

Water  in  the 
Head  «...  252 
Worms .  5 


CASUALTIES. 

Bit  by  a  Rattle 
Snake  • • • •  1 

Bit  by  a  Mad 
Dog  . .  1 


Bruifed  ...»  5 

Burnt  ......  SO 

Drowned  ...»  124 
Excefiive 

Drinking.*  7 
Executed  *  «  •  6 

Found  Dead  •  •  8 

Fractured*  ••  •  2 

Frighted  •  •  • «  I 

Frozen  * .  1 

Killed  by  Falls 
and  feveral 
other  Acci¬ 
dents  •  •  *  *  68 

Killed  them- 
felves  «...  52 

Murdered  ♦  *  1 

Overjoy  «...  1 

Poisoned  •  •  •  •  4 

Scalded  ••••  5 

Smothered  •  •  1 

Starved  •  *  •  *  1 

Suffocated  » •  7 


Total  326 


*  There  have  been  executed  in  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of  Surrey,  16  ;  of 
which  number  6  only  have  been  reported  to  be  buried  (as  fuch)  within  the  bills  of 
mortality* 
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The  quickfilrer  ia  the  bafin  of  the  Barometer  is  8i  feet  above  the  level  of  low  water  fpring  tides  at  Somerset  Houfe, 
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Shewing  the  Quantity  of  'Rain  that  fell  in  different  fartt  of  England  and  Scotland ,  in  the  Year  1809. 
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An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain,  exported  from., 
Drawbacks  paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  the  Year  ended 


Exported.  > 

Quantities. 

Bounties  and 

England. 

Englifh. 

Foreign. 

Drawbacks. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

s * 

d. 

Wheat 

4.859 

•  .  j 

none. 

Rye 

none. 

419 

1 

Barley 

3,614 

895 

Oats 

12,544 

1  ?3l8 

Beans 

2,694 

28 

Peas 

2,424 

84 

Malt 

5.357 

375 

' 

^  nib 

cwts.  qrs. 

cwts.  qrs. 

Wheat  Flour 

79.7*5  1 

9>5°7  1 

Rye  Meal 

none. 

13  1 

Oatmeal 

6,890  3 

none. 

Gritts 

302  1 

none. 

j 

Scotland# 

Wheat 

6 

none. 

Rye 

none. 

289 

*\ 

1 

Barley 

216 

1 68 

Oats 

2,222 

none. 

Beans 

103 

none. 

Peas 

70 

30 

Malt 

none. 

97 

nil 

Gritts 

3 

none. 

y 

cwts.  qrs. 

cwts.  qrs. 

Wheat  Flour  - 

3>x46  3 

72  1 

Bifcuits 

3»3l  1  1 

none. 

Barley,  hulled 

681  0 

9^9  3 

1 

1 

Barley  Meal  - 

none. 

29  8 

Oatmeal 

685  2 

none. 

J 

The  average  price  of  Corn  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard 
Winchefter  Bufhel,  for  the  Year  1809. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

Oatmeal. 

s,  d. 

If  Ilj 

s.  d. 

7  7 

Se  d, 

5  10i 

Se>  {l # 

4  1 

S  9  9 

7  7 

s.  d . 

7.  6} 

s.  d. 
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and  imported  into,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and 
5th  of  January,  1810. 


Imported. 

England. 

Quantities. 

Duties. 

Bounties. 

Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

Peas 

Indian  Corn  - 
Malt 

Wheat  Flour  - 
Rye  Meal 

Barley  Meal 

Oatmeal 

Quarters, 

£  |  s.  |  d. 

£  j  s,  \  d. 

283,948 

10,389 

22,500 

673,056 

28,425 

32>534 

L253 

433 

cwts.  qrs. 

474>°34  3 
541  1 

1  1 

bolls. 

*3,745 

1 

!>4i»8z7 

9 

3 

nil. 

Scotland. 

Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

Peas 

Malt 

Bear,  or  Big  - 
Indian  Corn  - 

Wheat  Flour  - 
Barley,  hulled  - 
Barley-meal  - 

Oatmeal 

19,504 

3>°57 

4,722 

406,476 

M4* 

573 

100 

654 

8 

cwts.  qrs. 

33,579  3 
1,186  2 

29  3 

bolls. 

38,862 

1 

00 

.  .  . 

12 

3 

nil. 

WILLIAM  DOWDING, 

Receiver  of  Corn  Returns , 


London ,  2  I  February ,  1S10. 


PRICES  OF  STOCKS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1809. 

N.  B.  The.  h'lgheft  an£  hmujj  Price,  which  each  Stock  bore  during  the  Courfe  of  any  Month,  are  put  down  oppofiu  to  that  Month. 
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Ljftt  of  Public  Acts,  faffed  In  the 

Third  SeJJion  of  the  Fourth  Parli¬ 
ament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland . — 49 th 

of  George  III. 

An  aft  for  continuing  to  his 
Majefty  certain  duties  on  malt, 
fugar,  tobacco,  and  fnufF,  in  Great 
Britain;  and  on  penfions,  offices, 
and  perfonal  eftates  in  England ; 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1809. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 
io,$oo>ooo/.  by  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  year  1809. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 
1,500,000/.  by  exchequer  bills,  for 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  year  1809. 

An  aft  to  allow  a  certain  pro. 
portion  of  the  militia  of  Great 
Britain,  to  enlift  voluntarily  into 
the  regular  forces. 

An  aft  to  allow  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  militia  in  Ireland 
voluntarily  to  enlift  into  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces. 

An  aft  for  the  relief  of  prifoners 
in  cuftody  for  non-payment  of  mo¬ 
ney,  purfuant  to  orders  of  courts 
of  equity. 

An  aft  to  prohibit  the  diftilla- 
tion  of  fpirits  from  corn  or  grain, 
in  the  united  kingdom,  for  a  limit¬ 
ed  time. 

An  aft  to  fufpend  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Britilh  or  Irilh  made  fpirits 
into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  re- 
fpeftively  until  the  ill  of  June, 
1809. 

An  aft  to  grant  bounties  on  the 
importation  of  flax  feed  into  Ire¬ 
land  from  Great  Britain,  until  the 
8  th  day  of  April  1809;  anc^  t0 
amend  the  laws  for  the  regulation 
of  the  linen  manufafture  in  Ireland 


fo  far  as  relates  to  importers  of  flax 
feed. 

An  aft  to  continue  fo  much  of 
an  aft  of  the  47th  year  of  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty,  as  allows  a  bounty 
upon  double  refined  fugar  exported, 
until  the  25th  of  March  1811  ; 
and  fo  much  of  the  fame  aft  as  al¬ 
lows  a  bounty  on  raw  fugar  ex¬ 
ported,  until  the  25th  of  March 
1810. 

An  aft  for  further  continuing, 
until  the  25  th  of  March  1810,  cer¬ 
tain  bounties  and  drawbacks  on 
the  exportation  of  fugar  from  Great 
Britain ;  and  for  fufpending  the 
countervailing  duties  and  bounties 
on  fugar  when  the  duties  impofed 
by  an  aft  of  the  46th  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty  will  be  fufpended. 

An  aft  for  punifhing  mutiny  and 
defertion ;  and  for  the  better  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  army  and  their  quar¬ 
ters. 

An  aft  for  the  more  effeftually 
preventing  the  forging  of  bank 
notes,  bank  bills  of  exchange,  and 
bank  poll  bills,  and  the  negociation 
of  forged  and  counterfeit  bank 
notes,  bank  bills  of  exchange,  and 
bank  poft  bills,  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

An  aft  for  repealing  an  aft  of 
the  parliament  of  Scotland,  relative 
to  child  murder ;  and  for  making 
other  proviftons  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
in  the  United  Kingdom  as  have 
omitted  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
offices  and  employments,  and  for 
extending  the  times  limited  for 
thofe  purpofes  refpeftively,  until 
the  25th  March  1810;  and  to 
permit  fuch  perfons  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  affidavits  of  the  execution  of 

inden- 
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indentures  of  clerks  to  attornies 
and  folicitors,  to  make  and  file  the 
fame  on  pr  before  the  ift  day  of 
Hilary  Term  1810. 

An  aft  to  allow  the  importation 
of  rum  and  other  fpirits,  from  the 
ifland  of  Bermuda  into  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Lower  Canada,  without 
payment  of  duty,  on  the  fame 
terms  and  conditions  as  fuch  im¬ 
portation  may  be  made  direftly 
from  his  Majefty’s  fugar  colonies 
in  the  Weft  Indies. 

An  aft  to  authorize  his  Majefty, 
during  the  prefent  war,  to  make 
regulations  refpefting  the  trade  and 
commerce  to  and  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

An  aft  for  continuing  until  the 
25th  day  of  March,  1814,  feveral 
afts  for  the  free  importation  of  co¬ 
chineal  and  indigo  :  and  until  the 
25th  of  March,  1819,  an  aft  of 
the  46th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  to  permit  the  exportation  of 
wool  from  the  Britifh  plantations 
in  America. 

An  aft  for  the  regulation  of  his 
Majefty’ s  royal  marine  forces 
while  on  fhore. 

An  aft  to  make  perpetual  feve¬ 
ral  laws  relating  to  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  filk  manufaftures ;  to 
the  allowing  the  importation  of 
rape  feed,  and  other  feeds  ufed  for 
extrafting^oil,  whenever  the  prices 
of  middling  Britifh.  rape  feed  fhall 
be  above  a  certain  limit ;  to  the 
encouraging  the  growth  of  coffee 
in  his  Majefty’s  plantations  in 
America  ;  and  for  amending  and 
making  perpetual  feveral  laws  re¬ 
lating  to  the  preventing  the  clan¬ 
destine  running  of  goods,  and  the 
danger  of  infeftion  thereby  ;  and 
to  the  allowing  the  importation  of 
feal  fkins  cured  with  foreign  fait 
free  of  duty. 


An  aft  for  granting  annuities  to. 
difcharge  certain  exchequer  bills. 

An  aft  for  allowing  the  impor¬ 
tation  and  exportation  of  certain 
goods  and  commodities  into  and 
from  the  port  of  Falmouth,  in  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica1. 

An  aft  for  further  continuing 
until  the  25th  of  March,  1S10,  an 
aft  made  in  the  39th  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  prohibiting 
the  exportation  from  and  permit¬ 
ting  the  importation  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  of  corn  ;  and  for  allowing  the 
importation  of  other  articles  of 
provifion  without  payment  of  duty. 

An  aft  for  charging  with  duty 
fpent  wafh,  re-diftilled  in  Great 
Britain. 

An  aft  to  permit,  until  the  25th 
of  March,  1 8 1 1,  the  importation  of 
tobacco  into  Great  Britain,  from 
any  place  whatever. 

An  aft  for  allowing,  until  the 
25th  of  March,  1810,  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  certain  filh  from  parts  of 
the  coaft  of  his  Majefty ’s  North 
American  colonies ;  and  for  grant¬ 
ing  a  bounty  thereon. 

An  aft  for  eftablifhing  courts  of 
judicature  in  the  ifland  of  New¬ 
foundland  and  the  iflands  adjacent ; 
and  for  re-annexing  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Labrador  and  the  iflands 
lying  on  the  faid  coaft  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Newfoundland. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  clerks  of 
the  king’s  coroner  and  attorney 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  to  be 
admitted  as  attornies. 

An  aft  for  the  appropriation  of 
20,000/.  out  of  the  confolidated 
fund  of  Ireland,  toward  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  faving  of  flax  feed 
for  lowing  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  to  continue  until  the 
25  th  of  March,  1810,  certain  afts 
for  regulating  the  drawbacks  and 

bounties 
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bounties  on  the  exportation  of 
fugar  from  Ireland,  and  for  ware- 
houfing  in  Ireland,  rum  or  fpirits 
of  the  Britifh  fugar  plantations. 

An  aft  to  continue  until  the 
25th  day  of  March,  1810,  an  aft 
of  the  411I  year  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  for  prohibiting  the  exporta¬ 
tion  from  Ireland,  and  for  permit¬ 
ting  the  importation  into  Ireland, 
duty  free*  of  corn,  and  other  pro. 
vifions. 

An  aft  for  continuing  and  mak¬ 
ing  perpetual  feveral  duties  of 
is.  6d.  repealed  by  an  aft  of  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament*  on  offices 
and  employments  of  profit,  and  on 
annuities,  penfions,  and  ftipends* 
and  thereby  granted  for  one  year 
to  the  25th  of  March,  1809. 

An  aft  to  grant  an  excife  duty 
on  fpirits  made  or  diftiiled  from 
fugar  in  Ireland,  during  the  prohi¬ 
bition  of  diftillation  from  corn  or 
grain  there,  in  lieu  of  the  excife 
duty  now  chargeable  thereon,  and 
to  allow  a  drawback  on  the  export 
thereof  to  foreign  parts. 

An  aft  to  permit  the  regiftry  at 
Malta  of  (hips  taken  as  prize. 

An  aft  for  the  more  convenient 
payment  of  penfions, to  widows  of 
officers  of  the  navy* 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  made  in 
the  45th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  for  amending  and  rendering 
more  effieftual  an  aft  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland,  for  erefting  and 
eftablifhing  public  infirmaries,  or 
hofpitals. 

An  aft  for  increafing  the  rates  of 
fubfiftenee  to  be  paid  to  inn-keep¬ 
ers,  and  others*  on  quartering  fol- 
diers. 

An  aft  for  further  continuing 
until  the  25th  of  July,  1811,  an 
aft  made  in  the  33d  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  rendering  the 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New 


payment  of  creditors  more  equal 
and  expeditious  in  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  making  compenfationt 
to  the  proprietors  of  fuch  lands  and 
hereditaments  as  have  been  pur- 
chafed  for  better  fecuring  his  Ma« 
jefty’s  docks,  Chips,  and  ftores,  at 
Portfmouth  :  and  for  extending  the 
lines  and  works  at  Dover  5  in  pur- 
fuance  of  an  aft  made  in  the  46th. 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty. 

An  aft  to  amend  and  render 
more  effieftual  an  aft  paffed  in  th£ 
laft  feffion  of  parliament*  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majefty  to  eftabliCh  a 
permanent  local  militia  force,  un*^ 
der  certain  reftriftions*  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  realm. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  made  ira 
the  48  th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  to  provide  that  Britifh  Chips 
captured  by  the  enemy,  becoming 
the  property  of  BritiCh  fubjects* 
fhall  not  be  entitled  to  the  privi~ 
lege  of  BritiCh  Chips; 

An  aft  for  better  regulating  the 
public  records  of  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  regulating  the  mode 
in  which  the  average  price  of 
brown  or  Mufcovado  fugar,  cx- 
clufive  of  the  duty  thereon*  is  to 
be  afeertained  under  the  provifions 
of  an  aft  pafted  in  the  46th  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty. 

An  aft  to  permit  goods  brought 
in  as  prize,  and  reftored  by  the 
court  of  admiralty,  or  which  have 
been  feized  as  droits,  and  fo  reftor¬ 
ed,  to  be  fold  or  transferred  within 
this  kingdom,  without  paying  the 
home  confumption  duty. 

An  aft  Cor  more  conveniently 
paying  of  allowances  on  the  com- 
paffionate  lift  of  the  navy,  and  of 
half  pay,  to  officers  of  the  royal 
marines. 

An  aft  to  authorize  principal 
officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  Bri- 
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tifh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  to 
examine  witnefies  on  oath. 

An  act  to  permit  certain  arti¬ 
cles,  the  growth,  production,  or 
manufacture  of  Europe,  to  be  laden 
and  (hipped  on  board  (hips  arriv¬ 
ing  with  Britifh  North  American 
produce,  and  h(h  taken  by  fettlers 
in  the  Britifh  North  American  co¬ 
lonies,  at  any  port  of  Europe,  in 
order  to  be  exported  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ports  in  the  Britifh  colonies 
and  plantations  in  North 'America. 

An  act  to  amend  and  render 
more  effectual  an  a  Cl,  pafted  in  the 
iaft  feftion  of  parliament,  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majefty  to  eftablifh  a 
permanent  local  militia  force  in 
Scotland,  under  certain  reft  rift  ions, 
for  the  defence  of  the  realm. 

An  aft  to  authorize  his  Majefty 
to  permit,  until  the  25th  of  March 
1812,  any  goods  and  commodities 
to  be  imported  into  and  expot  ted 
from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunf- 
wick,  in  any  (hip  or  veftel  whatfo- 
ever. 

An  aft  to  amend  fo  much  of  an 
aft  made  in  the  3  7  th  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  granting  to 
his  Majefty  certain  (lamp  duties,  as 
relates  to  the  limitation  according 
to  which  the  difcount  of  newfpa- 
pers  is  regulated. 

An  aft  to  continue  until  the  ift 
of  Auguft  1810,  and  amend  certain 
acts  for  appointing  commiflioners 
to  enquire  into  the  fees,  gratuities, 
perquifttes,  and  emoluments  receiv¬ 
ed  in  feveral  public  offices  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  to  examine  into  any  abufes 
which  may  exift  in  the  fame,  and 
into  the  mode  of  receiving,  col¬ 
lecting,  iffuing,  and  accounting 
for  public  money  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 
6,000,000/.  by  exchequer  bills,  for 
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the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  year  1 8^9. 

An  aft  for  completing  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  Great  Britain. 

An  aft;  for  the  relief  of  certain 
infolvent  debtors  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  rectifying  miftakes  in 
the  names  of  the  commiflioners 
appointed  by  an  aft  of  the  laft  fef- 
fion  of  parliament  for  appointing 
commiflioners  for  carrying  into  ex¬ 
ecution  an  aft  of  this  feftion  of 
parliament  for  granting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  a  duty  on  penfions  and  offices 
in  England,  and  an  aft,  made  in 
the  38th  year  of  his  prefent  ma¬ 
jefty,  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
majefty  by  a  land  tax  to  be  raifed 
in  Great  Britain  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1798,  and  for  appointing 
other  commiflioners  together  with 
thofe  named  in  the  firft  mentioned 
aft,  to  put  in  execution  an  aft  of 
this  feftion  of  parliament  for  conti¬ 
nuing  to  his  majefty  certain  duties 
on  malt,  fugar,  tobacco,  and  fnuflf, 
in  Great  Britain,  and  on  penftons, 
offices,  and  perfonal  eftates  in  Eng¬ 
land,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1809,  alfo  thefaid  aft  made  in  the 
38th  year  of  his  prefent  majefty; 
and  for  indemnifying  fuch  perfons 
as  have  afted  as  commiflioners  for 
executing  the  faid  afts. 

An  aft  for  completing  the  mili¬ 
tia  of  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  improving  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  beer  in  Ireland,  by  further 
preventing  the  ufe  of  unmalted 
corn,  or  of  any  deleterious  or  un- 
wholefome  ingredients  therein,  and 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  malt  duties  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  render 
more  effectual  an  aft,  pafted  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  in  the  36th 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  reign, 
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for  the  encouragement  and  relief  of 
friendly  focieties. 

An  aft  to  permit  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be 
carried  on  in  (hips  or  veffels  be¬ 
longing  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  States. 

An  aft  for  allowing  the  importa¬ 
tion  from  any  port  in  Europe  or 
Atrica,  of  goods  or  commodities 
the  growth  or  produce  of  any 
country,  until  fix  months  after  the 
ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace. 

An  aft  for  making  fugar  and 
coffee  of  Martinique  and  Mariega- 
lante  liable  to  duty  on  importation 
as  fugar  and  coffee  not  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  plantations. 

An  aft  to  amend  feveral  adls  for 
the  prevention  of  fmuggling  :  for 
better  fecuring  the  duties  on  coals, 
culm,  and  cinders ;  and  for  permit¬ 
ting  the  exportation  of  fait,  pep¬ 
per,  and  wine  from  Guernfey  of 
Jerfey  to  Sark,  in  fmalfpackages. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  duties 
on  the  materials  ufed  in  making 
fpread  window  glafs  and  crown 
glafs,  and  for  granting  other  duties 
in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  better 
colleftion  of  the  faid  duties. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  adl  paffed 
in  the  laft  fefiion  of  parliament  for 
enabling  the  commiffioners  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  Debt  to 
grant  life  annuities. 

An  aft  for  giving  jurifdiftion  to 
juftices  of  the  peace  to  hear  and 
determine  profecutions  for  penalties 
incurred  by  any  offence  againfl  the 
laws  relating  to  the  revenue  of  Cuf- 
toms  ;  and  alfo  requiring  all  goods, 
cuftomable  and  not  excifeable, 
feized  by  any  police  or  peace  offi¬ 
cer,  to  be  brought  to  the  Cuftom- 


Houfe  warehoufes  in  London  with., 
in  a  certain  period. 

An  aft  for  the  abolition  of  cer- 
tain  holidays,  and  for  altering  and 
extending  the  time  for  keeping 
open  the  chief  office  of  excife. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  paffed  in 
the  46th  year  of  his  prefen t  majef- 
ty,  for  the  redemption  and  fale  of 
the  land  tax,  and  to  make  further 
provifion  for  exonerating  fmall  liv¬ 
ings  and  charitable  inftitutions  from 
the  land  tax. 

An  adl  to  explain  and  amend  the 
law  of  Baflardy,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
indemnifying  parifhes  in  refpeffc 
thereof. 

An  adl  to  indemnify  perfons  who 
have  inadvertently  printed,  pub- 
lifhed,  or  difperfed  papers  or  books, 
without  a  full  description  of  the 
place  of  abode  of  the  printers  there¬ 
of,  from  penalties  incurred  under  an 
aft  of  the  59th  year  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  reign. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  paffed  ira 
the  48th  year  of  his  prefent  majefty* 
to  enable  his  majefty’s  poftmaiter- 
general  of  Ireland  to  purchafe  pre- 
mifes  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
general  poft-office  in  the  city  o£ 
Dublin. 

An  adl  for  raifing  the  fum  o£ 
14,600,000/.  by  way  of  Annuities* 

An  adl  to  continue  until  the 
25th  of  March,  i8ji,  certain  adls 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  city  o£ 
Dublin,  by  making  wide  and  con¬ 
venient  paffages  through  the  fame* 
and  for  regulating  the  coal  trade 
thereof,  and  for  other  purpofes. 

An  aft  to  grant  to  his  majefly* 
duties  upon  fpirits  made  or  diftilled 
in  Ireland,  and  upon  Britifh  fpirits 
imported  into  Ireland,  and  upon  li¬ 
cences  to  fell  fpirituous  liquors  in 
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'  Ireland  in  quantities  not  lefs  than 
two  gallons. 

An  act  to  continue  until  the  5th 
clay  of  July,  1810,  feveral  afts  for 
granting  certain  rates  and  duties, 
and  for  allowing  certain  drawbacks 
and  bounties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize,  imported  into  and 
exported  from  Ireland. 

An  aft  to  provide  for  the  better 
colleftion  of  the  duties  and  taxes 
on  carriages,  fervants,  horfes,  and 
dogs,  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  veiling  in  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  by  advice 
of  the  privy  council,  the  power  of 
prohibiting  the  exportation  and 
carrying  coallwife  of  gunpowder, 
falt-petre,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
naval  llores. 

An  aft  to  amend  the  feveral  afts 
-for  fecuring  the  duties  on  paper 
made  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 
1,250,00c/.,  by  way  of  annuities 
and  treafury  bills  for  thefervice  of 
Ireland. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  fum  of 
500,000/.,  by  treafury  bills  for  the 
fervice  of  Ireland,  for  the  year 
1  809. 

An  aft  for  allowing  dealers  to 
road  their  own  coffee  on  certain 
conditions. 

An  aft  to  amend  feveral  laws  of 
excife  relating  to  paper,  filks,  and 
fait,  and  for  authorizing  the  feizure 
of  utenfils  in  cafes  where  velfels 
ufed  in  excife  manufaftories  are 
fubjeft  to  forfeiture. 

An  aft  to  amend  feveral  afts 
palled  in  the  laid  and  prefen t  feffions 
of  parliament  relating  to  the  local 
militia. 

An  aft  for  the  amendment  of  the 
laws  now  in  force  in  Ireland,  rela¬ 
tive  to  perfons  entering  into  recog¬ 


nizances  in  criminal  cafes,  in  cuf- 
tody  under  any  fine,  or  under  fuck 
recognizance. 

An  aft  for  amending  the  Irifh 
road  afts. 

An  aft  for  defraying,  until  the 
25  th  day  of  March,  1810,  the 
charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland  ;  for  holding 
courts  martial  on  ferjeant-majors* 
ferjeants,  corporals,  and  drummers,, 
for  offences  committed  during  the 
time  fuch  militia  fhall  not  be  em¬ 
bodied  ;  and  for  making  allow¬ 
ances,  in  certain  cafes,  to  fubaltern 
officers  of  the  faid  militia  during 
peace. 

An  aft  to  make  provilion  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  for  the  wives  and  fami¬ 
lies  of  bailotted  men,  fubflitutes, 
and  volunteers  ferving  in  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  mi¬ 
litia  and  local  militia  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  year  1809. 

An  aft  for  making  allowances* 
in  certain  cafes,  to  fubaltern  officers 
of  the  militia  in  Great  Britain* 
while  difembodied. 

An  aft  to  revive  and  continue 
until  the  25th  day  of  March,  18  io* 
and  amend  fo  much  of  an  aft  made 
in  the  39th  and  40th  years  of  his 
prefent  Majefly,  as  grants  certain 
allowances  to  adjutants  and  fer- 
jeant-majors  of  the  militia  of  Eng¬ 
land,  difembodied  under  an  aft  of 
the  fame  feffion  of  parliament. 

An  aft  for  providing  relief  for 
the  wives  and  families  of  the  mi¬ 
litia-men  in  Scotland,  when  called 
into  aftual  fervice. 

An  aft  to  empower  the  judges 
to  try  civil  caufes  in  their  own 
counties  in  England. 

An  aft  for  charging  the  fum  of 
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11, 000, 000/.  raifed  for  the  fervice 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1 809, 
and  the  fum  of  7,932,100/.  in  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  funded,  purfuant  to 
an  aft  of  this  feflion  of  parliament, 
upon  the  duties  granted  to  his  Ma. 
jelly  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  for  certain  periods 
after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  commidion- 
ers  of  his  Majefty’s  treafury  to  iffue 
exchequer  bills,  on  the  credit  of 
fuch  aids  or  fupplies  as  have  been 
or  fh all  be  granted  by  parliament 
for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  year  1 809. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Ma_ 
jelly  a  fum  of  money,  to  be  raifed 
by  lotteries. 

An  aft  for  further  regulating  the 
conllitution  of  the  board  of  com. 
miffioners  for  auditing  the  public 
accounts. 

An  aft  to  provide  for  a  durable 
allowance  of  fuperannuation  to  the 
officers  of  excife,  under  certain  re- 
flriftions. 

An  aft  for  empowering  the 
board  of  ordnance  to  exchange  lands 

CO 

Purfleet  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
for  other  lands  in  the  faid  parilh. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  feveral 
duties  of  cuftoms  chargeable  in 
Great  Britain,  and  for  granting 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  aft  to  amend  the  feveral  afts 
for  the  regulating  and  fecuring  the 
colleftion  of  the  duties  on  fpirits 
dillilled  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  re¬ 
gulating  the  fale  of  fuch  liquors  by 
retail. 

'  An  aft  to  amend  the  feveral  afts 
for  fecuring  the  colleftion  of  the 
duties  on  auftions  in  Ireland,. 

An  aft  to  regulate  the  fees  pay¬ 
able  by  perfons  charged  with  trea- 
(on?  felony,  and  all  other  offences, 


at  afilzes  and  quarter  feflions  in 
Ireland  ;  and  for  amending  an  aft 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  made 
in  the  36th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jelly,  relating  thereto. 

An  aft  to  appoint  ccmmifiioners 
to  enquire  and  examine,  until  the 
ill  day  of  Auguft,  1811,  into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  feveral 
bogs  in  Ireland,  and  the  practica¬ 
bility  of  draining  and  cultivating 
them,  and  the  bed  means  of  effect¬ 
ing  the  fame. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft,  made  in 
the  lad  feflion  of  parliament,  for 
making  provifion  for  the  building 
and  rebuilding  of  churches,  cha¬ 
pels,  and  glebe  houfes,  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  to  amend  feveral  afts, 
made  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
for  granting  life  annuities  with  be¬ 
nefit  of  furvivorfhip. 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the 
25  th  day  of  March,  1810,  an  aft 
of  this  prefent  feflion  of  parliament, 
to  fufpend  the  importation  of  Bri- 
tifh  or  Irifh  made  fpirits  into  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  refpeftively. 

An  aft  for  allowing  further  time 
for  taking  goods  out  of  warehoufe, 
and  paying  duties  thereon. 

An  aft  for  the  more  effeftua!  re¬ 
covery  of  penalties  and  forfeitures, 
incurred  in  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America. 

An  aft  to  amend  the  feveral  afts 
refpeft’mg  the  payment  of  wages 
and  prize-money,  and  allotment  of 
wages  to  perfons  ferving  in  his 
Majeily’s royal  navy. 

An  aft  to  repeal  feveral  afts  re- 
fpefting  the  woollen  manufacture  ; 
and  to  amend  other  afts  relating  to 
the  faid  manufacture  ;  and  for  al¬ 
lowing  perfons  employed  in  any 
branch  of  the  woollen  manufacture 
to  fet  up  trade  in  any  place  in 
Great  Britain. 
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An  aft  to  reftify  a  miftake  in  an 
aft,  made  in  this  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  continuing  and  making 
perpetual  feveral  duties  of  one  {bil¬ 
ling  and  fixpence  on  offices  and 
employments. 

An  aft  to  continue,  until  the 
s^th  day  of  March,  1811,  an  aft 
of  the  45  th  year  of  his  prefen t 
Majefty,  for  appointing  commif- 
iioners  to  enquire  into  the  public 
expenditure,  and  the  conduft  of 
the  public  bulinefs  in  the  military 
departments  therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft,  palled 
in  the  44th  year  of  his  pre¬ 
fect  Majefty,  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  realm,  with  refpeft 
to  thepurchafe  of  lands  and  heredi¬ 
taments  for  the  public  fervice. 

An  aft  for  better  regulating  the 
office  of  agent  general  for  volunteers 
and  local  militia. 

An  aft  for  enabling  his  Majefty 
to  raife  the  fum  of  3,000,000/.  for 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  for  the  relief  of  certain 
infolvent  debtors  in  England. 

An  aft  to  make  further  provifion 
for  the  execution  of  the  feveral  afts 
relating  to  the  revenues,  matters, 
and  things,  under  the  management 
of  the  commiflioners  of  cuftoms 
and  port  duties,  and  of  the  com¬ 
miflioners  of  inland  excife  and 
taxes,  in  Ireland. 

An  aft  for  lowering  the  duty  of 
excife  on  coffee,  of  the  growth  of 
his  Majefty’s  dominions  in  Africa. 

An  aft  for  better  fecuring  the 
independence  and  purity  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  by  preventing  the  procuring 
or  obtaining  of  feats  in  parliament 
by  corrupt  praftices. 

An  aft  to  give  to  the  perfons 
named  by  his  Majefty,  purfuant  to 
an  aft,  paffed  in  the  laft  feffion  of 
parliament,  intitled,  u  An  aft  con. 


cerning  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  in  Scotland,  and  concerning 
appeals  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,** 
further  time  for  making  their  re¬ 
port  or  reports. 

An  aft  lor  amending  and  reduc¬ 
ing  into  one  aft  of  parliament,  the 
feveral  laws  for  railing  and  train* 
ing  the  militia  of  Ireland. 

An  aft  to  alter  and  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  bankrupts. 

An  aft  for  preventing  frauds  and 
depredations  committed  on  mer¬ 
chants,  Ihip. owners,  and  under¬ 
writers,  by  boatmen  and  others ; 
and  alfo  for  remedying  certain  de- 
fefts  relative  to  the  adjuftment  of 
falvage  in  England,  under  an  aft 
made  in  the  12  th  year  of  Queen 
Anne. 

An  aft  to  amend  and  explain  an 
aft,  made  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  feamen,  and  for  the 
better  and  more  effeftually  man¬ 
ning  his  Majefty*s  navy  during 
the  prefent  war  ;  and  for  the  further 
encouragement  of  feamen,  and  for 
the  better  and  more  effeftually  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  intereft  of  the  Royal 
Hofpital  for  feamen  at  Greenwich, 
and  the  Royal  Hofpital  for  foldiers 
at  Chelfea  ;  and  to  extend  the  pro- 
vilions  of  the  faid  aft  to  cafes  ari- 
iing  in  confequence  of  hoftili ties 
commenced  fince  the  palling  of  the 
faid  aft. 

An  aft  for  altering,  amending, 
and  explaining  certain  afts  relative 
to  the  removal  of  the  poor,  and  for 
making  regulations  in  certain  cafes 
touching  the  examination  of  pau¬ 
pers  as  to  their  fettlement ;  and  for 
extending  to  all  parilhes  certain 
rules  and  orders  in  work-houfes, 
under  an  aft  of  the  twenty-fecond 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  enti- 
tuled,  “  An  aft  for  the  better 

relief 
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relief  and  employment  of  the 
poor.'* 

An  aft  to  amend  an  aft,  made  in 
the  thirty-third  ofhisprefent  Ma- 
jelty,  for  the  encouragement  and  re¬ 
lief  of  friendly  focieties. 

An  aft  for  the  further  preven¬ 
tion  of  the  fale  and  brokerage  of 
offices. 

An  aft  for  further  augmenting 
the  falaries  of  certain  of  the  judges 
of  the  courts  in  Weftminfter  Hall, 
and  of  the  chief  and  fecond  juftices 
of  Chefter,  and  juftices  of  the  great 
feffions  in  Wales. 


An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Ma. 
jefty  certain  fuins  of  money  out  of 
the  confolidated  fund  of  Great 
Britain,  and  for  applying  certain 
monies  therein  mentioned  for  the 
ferviceof  the  year  1809  ;  and  for 
further  appropriating  the  fupplies 
granted  in  thisfeffion  of  parliament. 

An  aft  to  prevent  the  enlifting 
of  local  militia  men  into  the  regular 
militia  of  any  other  county  or 
ftewartry  than  the  county  Or  ftew- 
artry  to  which  they  belong. 


LIST  OF  HIS 

MAJESTY’S  MINISTRY, 

AS  IT  STOOD 

In  July ,  1809.  In  Dec.  1 

CABINET  MINISTERS. 

Earl  Camden  ....  Prefdent  of  the  Council. .....  Earl  Camden. 

Lord  Eldon  ....  Lord  High  Chancellor  . .  Lord  Eldon.. 

Earl  of  Weftmore-1  r  ,  n  .  0  .  f  Earl  of  Weft  more- 

land  . ^  Lord  Pri<vy  Seal .  f  land. 

Duke  of  Portland  /  Fif  L”d  f  ‘he  Treaf»ry  ) 

V  ffme  •>'"/"(  Rt.  Hon.  Spencer 

Rt.  Hon.  Spencer  (  Ch"nc'  “”d.  Uuder.  J™lurer}  Perceval, 

p  t  <  oj  the  hxcheq.  andaljo  Lhanc.  I 

....  £  0f  the  Duchy  of  Lancajler 

Lord  Mulgrave  .  .  FirJl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  .  .  Lord  Mulgravc. 

Earl  of  Chatham  Majler  Gen.  of  the  Ordnance  Earl  of  Chatham. 

Earl  Bathurft.  .  . .  Pref.  of  the  Board  of  Trade  .  .  Earl  Bathurft. 

»  .  TT  .  „  f  Secretary  of  State  for  Homel  Hon  Richard 

Lord  Hawkefbury  j  }  Ryder 

P.t.  Hon.  George  f  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  1  Marquis  Wellef- 

Canning  \  Affairs  . 3  ley. 

C  Secretary  of  State  for  the  De~ 

Lord  Caftlereagh  J  partment  of  IVar  and  the  Co-  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Ionics  . . . . 


NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 

In  fuly,  1809.  hi  Dec.  1809* 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  Saun-  §  Pref  of  the  Board  of  Con-  1  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Saun¬ 
ders  D Lindas  . .  )  troul  for  the  Affairs  of  India  j  ders  Dundas. 

Rt. 
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In  July,  1809.  In  ®eCt  I^°9« 

y,  T T  ^  f  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Board  of  ^  ^  ^  Tjr 

Kt.  Hon.  George  V  t -  v  y  f  /-  ^  1  \  Rt.  Hon.  George 

0  -t  radey  and  1  reajurer  oj  the  ^  Rofe 

Sir^James  Pulleney,  *  Wtory  fl,  War  .  5  Vifcount  Palmer 


Lord  Charles  So-  "J 

P-t'^Hon!  ' Cha rlcs  (>*  raymafer-General  .. 

Long  ...... .....y  3 

Earl  of  Sandwich  \  ?°mt  M^fter-General  ... 

William  Hulkiffon?^ 

Ho^q  Henry' Weil  [  Secretaries  of, he  Treafury 
lelley  . .  ; 

Sir  William  Grant  Majler  of  the  Rolls  ............  Sir  William  Grant 

Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  Attorney. General . . .  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs. 

Sir  Thomas  Plomer  Solicitor-General . . .  Sir  Thomas Plomer* 

Persons  in  the  Ministry  of  Ireland, 

Duke  of  Richmond  Lord  Lieutenant  . .  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Lord  Manners .  Lord  High  Chancellor  .  Lord  Manners. 

Sir  Arth.  Wellefley  Chief  Secretary  . .  W.  Wellefley  Pole, 

lit.  Hon.  j.  Fofter  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Rt,  Hon.  J,  Fpfter. 


Lord  Charles  So- 
merfet. 

Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Long, 
c  Earl  of  Chichefter. 

£  Earl  of  Sandwich. 
Richard  Whartons 
^  Efq. 

Charles  Arbuthnot, 
Efq. 
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Appropriation  of  the  Supplies  granted  in  the  late  Sejfion 
of  Parliament ,  by  the  Act  4 9th  Geo.  III.  e.  1^8, 


For  Naval  Services 

For  the  Emperor  of  Auftria  —  *— 

For  the  Exigencies  of  Ireland  — -  — 

For  his  Sicilian  Majefty  - - 

For  the  King  of  Sweden  — —  — - 

For  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  — -  — 

For  the  Land  Service  - -  *— 

For  Ordnance  for  ditto  — —  — 

To  pay  off  Exchequer  Sills  of  1808  - — 

Ditto,  ditto  - -  — 

Ditto,  ditto  ----------  — - 

Ditto,  ditto  "  -  -  --  — - 

Iffued  purfuant  to  Addreffes  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons 

Civil  Eftablifliment  at  Sierra  Leone,  for  1 809  — - 

— - — -^^..—Upper  Canada  — *■ 

■ — - ~~ _  — — New  Brunfwick 

— --——-Nova  Scotia  — •  — 

- - — - —St,  John  - — —  — 

«- — —  - - — -  - — -—Cape  Breton  — — 

- — - — — — -—Newfoundland 


-Bahama  Iflands 
■Bermuda  ditto 
-Dominica  • — - 

-New  South  Wales 
-African  forts 


Military  College  — -  — - 

— — — -  Afylum  — -  - 

For  paying  off  certain  Annuities,  under  certain 
A£ts  of  37th  and  42dGeo.  II,  — * 

For  paying  off  ditto  — - —  — 

Diftreft  Laity  and  Clergy  of  France  — 

Convicts  — - — —  — - 

Profecution  of  Coiners 


Printing  and  Stationery  for  the  two  Houfes 

Law  Charges  - - — 

Bow-flreet  Office  - - 

Fees  for  paffing  Public  Accounts  — - — 

- — -  Alien  Office  - -  ' 


Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Series,  [ S  r] 


£. 

19,578,46? 

3,000,000 

300,000 

400,000 

300,000 

600,000 

2DH4>77° 

4,073,662 

20,500,000 

1,500,000 

5,000,000 

6,000,000 

22,166 

17,360 

8,430 

S>5°° 

10,105 

3,100 

2,060 

1,985 

3?700 

1,030 

600 

I3’*I34 

23,000 

1 6*975 

*3>3$o 

47,650 
13,215 
160,382 

55>295 

3,000 

3b  700 
20,000 
12,000 
5,000 

7*497 


s. 

d* 

0 

Q 

0 

O 

0 

O 

0 

Q 

0 

O 

0 

O 

10 

O 

19 

IQ 

0 

O 

0 

O 

0 

O 

0 

O 

U 

9I 

0 

O 

0 

O 

O 

O 

0 

O 

© 

O 

0 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

0 

O 

16 

of 

0 

O 

ll 

4 

9 

2 

*7 

9 

*9 

6 

2 

0 

■  0 

/ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I  !  Z 

Interef 
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Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills 
Portfmouth  Docks 
Scotch  Bonds 


Navigation  from  the  Eaftern  to  the  Weftern  Sea 
To  Officers  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons 
Deficiency  of  Grants,  for  printing  the  Votes,  &c. 
Deficiency  of  the  Grant  for  Printing  and  Stationery 
For  printing  the  Votes,  &c.  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  « — -  — 

For  printing  Vol.  61  of  the  journals  — 

Re-printing  Journals 


Stationery  for  the  Court  and  Officers  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  — - 

For  the  Home  Patrole  — —  — 

Relief  of  the  Dutch  in  Davies’s  Streights  — ~ 

Thames  Police  - — ■ —  — ■ 

Examining  Eaft  India  Accounts  - — 

Making  an  Index  to  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  — 
Bounty  on  Salt  imported  into  Nevis  — 

Serjeant  at  Arms  — — — - 

Arrears  of  Salary,  for  forming  Indexes  to  the 
Journals  of  the  Lords  —  — 

Ditto,  fince  5th  July,  1808  -  — 

To  J.  H.  Ley  - — ■■■  — -  — 

To  Officers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Military  Enquiry  — 

Articles  fent  to  New  South  Wales 

Bills  on  Account  of  Convicts  —  ~~ 

Vaccine  Eftabliffiment  - — — — — — •  — - 

Bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales  — ~ 

Stores  fuppiied  at  Sydney  — —  — - 

Board  of  Agriculture  — — —  — 

Secret  Services  — - - -  — 

Poor  of  St.  Martin's  - —  — 


To  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Clark,  for  Adi  refpedling  the 
Refidence  of  the  Clergy  — - 

For  the  Supplies  for  Faro  -  ■— 

Bills  from  New  South  Wales,  for  the  year  1809 

Britlfh  Mufeum  — - -  — 

Proteilant  and  Diffenting  Minifters,  and  French 

Refugees  — 

Deficiency  of  ditto,  1808  — 

(Contingencies  of  Secretary  of  State's  Offices  — 

Extra  Charge  for  Melfengers  • — - -  — 

To  Sheriff,  for  Felons’  Convidiions  —  — - 

Military  Canal 


£.  i 

r. 

d. 

500,000 

0 

0 

13*47*  : 

*5 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

5>5*3 

0 

0 

1,641 

*9 

0 

8,423 

1 3 

2 

22,400 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

Q 

0 

2D54 

3 

1 1 

6*345 

1 6 

0 

5>i65 

*9 

0 

1,299 

4 

0 

L333 

9 

0 

439 

13 

0 

98 

1 

3 

219 

14 

• 

0 

1,623 

0 

0 

1il92 

0 

7  6 

*3 

6 

3.409 

8 

745 

8 

6 

1 , 848 

9 

0 

2,3’  5 

0 

L 

3*163 

8 

6 

6,172 

12 

2 

114 

18 

r 

3,000 

0 

0 

175,000 

0 

0 

1,328 

5 

4 

Bounties  for  Fiffi  brought  to  London 


278 

6 

6 

1,550 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

7*639 

17 

2 

9,709 

6 

0 

743 

12 

0 

14,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

2  0,800 

0 

0 

4, 000 

0 

1  * 

0 

Chairman 
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Chairman  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  — — — 

Serjeant  at  Arms -  — —  — - 

Surveyor  of  Scotch  Roads  — .  — - 

To  D,  T.  Blake,  for  Trouble  on  Clergy  Refidenee 

a&  _____  _ 

Exchequer  Tellers » - — -  _ 

Weftminfter  Improvements  - - — — -  — ~ 

Building  the  Mint - - - — -  - . .  . — - 

Corfican  and  Toulon  Emigrants  -  — 

Dutch  Officers  retired  — 

French  Emigrants  at  Jerfey  - — . - -  — . 

To  Dr.  Cartwright,  for  Mechanical  Inventions 

Building  a  Naval  Afylurn  — - - -  — - » 

Printing  Vols.  36,  37,  of  Lords'  Journals  — • 

Queen  Anne’s  Bounty  — -  - — 

New  Foreft  Commimoners  -  — 

Scotch  Military  Roads - -  — 


£. 

s • 

d. 

2,698 

*3 

0 

1,623 

0 

Q 

50  6 

1 

6 

278' 

6 

6' 

7,4i2 

12 

0 

36,042 

8 

© 

30,500 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

16,000 

0 

0 

4,400 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

35,000 

0 

0 

3>°57 

1 

8 

100,000 

0 

0 

4>5°° 

0 

0 

5-569 

0 

0 

Grand  Total,  .£.82,976,218  12  © 


An 
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An  Account  of  the  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Extraordinary  Refute  es 


Ordinary  Revenue. 

Customs  . . . . . . 

Excife  . . . . . 

Stamps . . . . . . . 

Poll  Office......... . . 

Poundage  Fees . . 

Pells  Fees . 

Cafualties  . . . . . . . . . 

Total  ordinary  Revenue  £> 
Extraordinary  Resources. 
Gain  by  Exchange  on  Sums  received 

from  Great  Britain  . 

From  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Navy, 
on  account  of  Advances  made  by 
feverai  Colledors  in  Ireland,  for 

Seamen’s  Wages,  &c,  ......... . 

From  the  Pay  mailer- General,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Advances  made  by  feve¬ 
rai  Collegers  in  Ireland,  for  Half. 
Pay  to  reduced  Officers,  and  Pen. 
fions  to  Officers’  Widows  on  Bri- 

tiffi  Eftablifhment  . . 

From  Great  Britain,  on  account  of 
the  Profit  of  Lotteries  of  1808  ... 
From  feverai  County  Treafurers,  paid 
to  feverai  Revenue  Collectors,  on 
account  of  Advances  made  by  the 
Treafury  for  in  rolling  the  Militia 
From  feverai  County  Treafurers,  paid 
to  feverai  Revenue  Collectors,  on 
account  of  Deficiencies  in  the  Army 

of  Refer ve  . . . . . 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Public  ... 
Appropriated  Duties  for 
Local  Objects. 

Linen  Manufa&ure  . . . . 

Improvement  of  Dublin  . . 

Repairs  of  the  Royal  Exchange  and 

Conlmercial  Buildings.... . 

Lagan  Navigation  . . . * 

Inns  of  Court  . . . . 

Total,  independent  of  the  Loans  £ 
Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  in  the 
Year  ended  the  6th  of  Jan.  1810... 

Grand  Total  ......  £ 


Grofs  Receipt  with¬ 
in  the  Year. 

Rate  per  Cen¬ 
tum  for  which 
the  Grofs 
Revenue  was 
collected. 

j.  d 

3,011,798  2  8' 

1,485,876  7  7 

703,593  0  1 01 

180,670  16  9! 

25,611  4  4 

5,122  4  101 

4,043  18  6 

^  *  S  •  d 9 

13  0  1 ij 

1 7  3  6t75 

6  13  »i 

51  >3  3l 

aew»nan> 

5,416,715  ij  si 

- — —  -  -  * 

2,838  4  2 

— 

46,730  IS  of: 

1,192  47 

138,738  8  si 

— - 

1,410  17  11 

t 

— 

120  0  0 

31,032  15  ill 

' 

— -■ — — — •* 

1,749  s  ill 

7,274  15  0 

1,769  2  6 

- - - 

838  19  0 

- - .  - - - 

1,107  3  4 

— - - 

5,671,519  3  8J- 

— 

4,261  919  0  10 

9,933,438  4  61 

Treafury  Chambers ,  February  1  gtf  18 10. 
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confitnting  the  Public  Income  of  Ireland ,  for  the  Year  I  d 09* 


Charges 

of 

Management. 

Drawbacks,  Ma¬ 
nagement,  &c.  being 
the  total  Payments 
out  of  the  Revenue. 

Net  Produce,  appli¬ 
cable  to  National 
Objeds,  including 
Balances  of  1808. 

Rate  per  Cen¬ 

tum  for  which 
the  Net 
Revenue  was 
collected. 

sS  •  S%  Cl  • 

£.  d 

£  *  s»  d. 

£.  St  d . 

392,952  18  8f 

515,983  12  i| 

2,692,780  19  3-f 

15  0  1  \ 

255>219  4  9 i 

287,426  9  6 

1,994,850  1 6  iif 

20  14  9f 

n  n  A  7 

46,784  14  71 

86,348  4  8f 

732,120  15  if 

7  3  Otis 

93.343  11 

J  10,065  0  /ji 

97,i93  12  11 

loo  1 /  9  4 

25,611  4  i| 

r ,  1  2  2  4-  IOx 

. _ ,,, 

4,043  18  6 

788,310  9  4j 

999,823  6  8f 

5j55>>729  11  9s 

/ 

—  — 

— 

2,838  4  2 

1  y 

— — — 

• 

V 

fc  '■* 

46, 7  3®  *5 

KrfiBi 

1,192  17  1  if 

— 

- 

158,738  8  5^ 

— 

21,669  ^  7 

/ 

1  s  375  7  0-1 

34.032  1C  Ilk 

- 

1,813  1  io 

7>343  2  6 

\ 

..  .  - 

2,142  15  2 

7  >3  9 

692  16  5 

1 85  0  of 

— — 

1,107  3  4 

788,318  J  if 

1,000,516  3  if 

5,827,898  9  9! 

. — 

4,261,919  0  10 

788,318  3  if 

1,000,516  3  if 

10,089,817  10  7§ 

—— — A  a  iirii'K 

G.  ‘CAVENDISH. 
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PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE  of  IRELAND  for  the  Year  1809. 


Heads  of  Expenditure. 

Sums. 

I.  For  Intereft  on  the  Funded  Debt 

of 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

06  • 

m 

d. 

of  Ireland,  including  Annuities 

for  Lives  and  Terms  of  Years: 

alfo  1/.  per  Cent,  for  the  Reduc- 

tion  of  the  Capital  created  by 

Loans  lince  1797 . .  • 

3,770,451 

1 

8 

For  Charges  of  Management  thereon 

»  •  • 

0 

19,999 

1  Hi 

There  was  alfo  applied  towards  the 

Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 

67,635 

8 

4 

% 

3,838,086 

10 

0 

Whereof  was  applied  towards  the 

Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 

1,178,132 

15 

n 

Total,  on  Account  of  Intereft:  •  •  •  • 

2,659,953 

14 

4J 

Ditto  for  Charge  of  Management. . 

19,999 

1 

Ditto  on  Account  of  the  Reduction 

of  the  National  Debt  ........ 

1,178,132 

15 

n 

0  0®4 

3,858,085 

11 

Ill 

II.  The  Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills 

•  •  • 

0 

0  0  0 

0 

29,940 

11 

of 

III.  Iffues  for  purpofes  appointed  by 

the  Parliament  of  Ireland  prior 

to  the  Union,  &c.  . . 

®  «  s 

» 

583,265 

18 

of- 

IV.  Iffues  from  appropriated  Funds 

for  Local  purpofes  .......... 

e  «  « 

• 

10,139 

0 

4 

C  Civil  Lift  . . . 

•  •  • 

« 

147,083 

9 

04 

V.-l  Penlions . . . 

♦  • 

♦ 

87,700 

15 

of 

(  Other  Permanent  Charges  . . 

•  • 

* 

198,014 

3 

1 

432,798 

7 

n 

VI.  Payment  in  Anticipation  of 

Exchequer  Receipts :  viz. 

Bounties  from  Excile . . . . . . 

44,881 

19 

■ - - - — Cuftoms  . 

30,229 

11 

2 

75,111 

10 

41 

Militia  and  Deferters  Warrants,  Nc. 

•  • 

0 

93,001 

18 

5 

168,113 

8 

H 

VII.  Ordnance . . . 

•  01 

0 

680,200 

0 

7 

VIIL  Army,  Ordinary  Service,  viz. 

Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volunteer 

Corps  . 

•  0 

0 

2,529,533 

0 

6£ 

Commiffariat  Eftablithment . 

0  0 

0  t) 

182,950 

13 

Hi 

Barracks . . 

®  e 

-• 

420,251 

1 

9 

Staff  Officers  and  Officers  of  Garri- 

•  » 

•  0 

68,125 

2 

0| 

Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  re- 

tired  Officers . .  •  *  * . 

0  0 

®  • 

25,181 

3 

H 

Officers*  Widows  . 

0  0 

0  • 

4,379 

6 

8 

Royal  Hofpital,  Kiimainhaim  •••  • 

»  • 

•  0 

74,590 

0 

H 

Public  Offices,  their  Deputies, 

Clerks,  and  contingent  Expenccs 

.  . 

0  0 

9.466 

14 

81 

^Extraordinary  Service  . . . 

3,314,477 

3 

6| 

(5  0 

9  P 

176,935 

2 

HI 

3,491,412 

6 

6\ 

IX.  Mifcellaneous  Services  •  *  •  •  » 

0  ® 

»  9 

397,871 

IS 

0 

Laftly,  Vote  of  Credit . *  •  •  • 

•  * 

0  ® 

222,432 

17 

6.1 

5,392,828 

13 

n 

TotaI< 

10  0* 

9,874.259 

14 

114 

Treasurrj  Chambers ,  Dublin  Castle ,  ) 
Marc} list,  1 810.  £ 
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An  Account  of  the  Value  of  all  Imports  into ,  and 
of  all  Exports  from  Great  Britain ,  for  Three  Years , 
ending  the  5th  of  January,  1 0. 


Official  value  of  Imports. 

Official  value  of  Exports. 

From 
Europe, 
Africa  and 
America. 

From 

Eaft  Indies 
and 
China. 

Britifh 
Produce  and 
Manufac¬ 
tures. 

-«  •'  * 

Foreign 

Merchan¬ 

dize. 

Year  ending 
5th  January, 

1808.. ........ 

1809.. ........  - 

1  810.. ........ 

£. 

25»438>j49 

23,780,704 

30,406,660 

£. 

3,401,509 

5,848,649 

* 

£. 

25,171,422 

26,691,962 

35»iQ7>439 

£. 

9>395>I49 

7,862,305 

i5»J94*324 

Note.  The  a&ual  value  of  Britifh  produce  and 
manufacture  exported  from  Great  Britain,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  average  prices  current,  and  to  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  the  exporters,  was,  in  the  year  end- 
ing  the  5th  of  January,  1810  .....................  ^50,242,761 

*  The  account  of  Imports  from  the  Ealt  Indies  and  China  cannot  yet  be  given. 


Cupom  Houfe%  London ,  f 
2,4.1b  March z  1810.  § 

WILLIAM  IRVING, 

Infpeftor  General  of  the  Imports  and  Exports 
of  Great  Britain. 
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An  Account  of  the  Value  of  mil  Imports  into,  and  all 
Exports  from  Ireland }  for  three  Years ,  ending  the  5th 
of  January,  1810. 


Official  Value  of 
Imports. 

Official  Value  of 

Irifh  Produce  and 
Manufactures  ex¬ 
ported  . 

Foreign  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Merchan¬ 
dize  exported. 

Year  ending  5th 
Jan.  1808 
— — -  1809 
■  3810 

0  L 

6^37,907  16  7? 
7,129,507  11  if 
1 5  1 

dli  •  s»  d> 

5,307,806  16  4 
5, 696,897  5  5I 

5,408,910  19  9| 

£.  s.  d. 

150,370  3  8$ 

235,694  6  n| 

530.933  5  '4  ! 

Note.--—1 The  real  value  of  Irifh  Produce  and 
Manufactures  exported  in  the  year  ending  the 
5th  January,  1810,  computed  at  the  Average 
Prices  Current,  amounted  to  — »  «—  £.  11,464,265  8  2 


Cujlom  Houfe,  Dublin, 

%d  March)  1810. 


R.  MARSHALL, 

InfpeCtor  General  of  Imports  and  Exports 


/ 


STATE- 


STATE 


The  King's  Moft  Gracious  Speech  to 

Parliament ,  on  the  opening  of  the 

SefJiony  January  19. 

The  parliament  afiembled  this 
day,  purfuant  to  his  Majefty’s  pro¬ 
clamation  5  when  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  read  the  following  fpeech  to 
both  houfes  : 

My  lords,  and  gentlemen. 

We  have  it  in  command  from  his 
majefty  to  ftate  to  you  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has  called  you  together,  in 
perfect  confidence  that  you  are  pre¬ 
pared  cordially  to  fupport  his  ma. 
jefty  in  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
which  there  is  no  hope  of  termi¬ 
nating  fafely  and  honourably,  ex¬ 
cept  through  vigorous  and  perfe- 
vering  exertion.— “We  are  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  his  majefty  has 
dire&ed  to  be  laid  before  you,  co¬ 
pies  of  the  propofals  for  opening  a 
negotiation,  which  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  majefty  from  Erfurth ; 
and  of  the  correfpondence  which 
thereupon  took  place  with  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  Ruffia  and  of  France  ; 
together  with  the  declaration  if- 
iued  by  his  majefty ’s  command  on 
the  termination  of  that  correfpon- 
dence.<— *His  majefty  is  perfuaded, 
that  you  will  participate  in  the 
feelings  which  were  expreflfed  by 
his  majefty  when  it  was  required 
that  his  majefty  (hould  confent  to 
commence  the  negotiation  by  aban¬ 


doning  the  caufe  of  Spain,  which 
he  had  fo  recently  and  folemnly  e£* 
poufed.— -We  are  commanded  to 
inform  you,  that  his  majefty  con- 
tinues  to  receive  from  the  Spanilh, 
government  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
of  their  determined  perfeverance  in 
the  caufe  of  the  legitimate  monar¬ 
chy,  and  of  the  national  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Spain  ;  and  to  allure  you, 
that  fo  long  as  the  people  of  Spain 
fhall  remain  true  to  themfelves,  his 
majefty  will  continue  to  them  his 
moft  ftrenuous  affiftance  and  fup¬ 
port.— His  majefty  has  renewed  to 
the  Spanilh  nation,  in  the  moment 
of  its  difficulties  and  reverfes,  the 
engagements  which  he  voluntarily 
contracted  at  the  outlet  of  its  ftrug- 
gle  againft  the  ufurpation  and  ty¬ 
ranny  of  France;  and  we  are  com¬ 
manded  to  acquaint  you,  that  thefe 
engagements  have  been  reduced  in¬ 
to  the  form  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  ; 
which  treaty,  fo  foon  as  the  ratifi¬ 
cations  (hall  have  been  exchanged, 
his  majefty  will  caufe  to  be  laid 
before  you. — His  majefty  com¬ 
mands  us  to  ftate  to  you,  that  while  ' 
his  majefty  contemplated  with  the 
livelieft  fatisfaction  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  his  forces  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  campaign  in 
Portugal,  and  the  deliverance  of 
the  kingdom  of  his  ally  from  the 
prefence  and  opprefiions  of  the 
French  army,  his  majefty  moft 
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deeply  regretted  the  termination 
of  that  campaign  by  an  armiftice 
and  convention,  of  fome  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  which  his  majefty  has  felt 
himfelf  obliged  formally  to  declare 
his  aifapprobation. — We  are  to  ex- 
prefs  to  you  his  majefty  *s  reliance 
on  your  difpofition  to  enable  his 
majefty  to  continue  the  aid  afford¬ 
ed  by  his  majefty  to  the  king  of 
Sweden.  That  monarch  derives  a 
peculiar  claim  to  his  majefty's  fup. 
port  in  the  prefen  t  exigency  of  his 
affairs,  from  having  concurred  with 
his  majefty  in  the  propriety  of  re¬ 
jecting  any  propofal  for  negotia¬ 
tion,  to  which  the  government  of 
Spain  was  not  to  be  admitted  as  a 
party. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons, 

WTe  are  commanded  by  his  raa- 
jefty  to  inform  you,  that  he  has 
directed  the  eftimates  of  the  current 
year  to  be  laid  before  you.  His 
inajefty  relies  upon  your  zeal  and 
affection  to  make  fuch  farther  pro- 
vifion  of  fupply  as  the  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war  may  render 
neceffary  ;  and  he  trufis  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  find  the  means 
of  providing  fuch  fupply,  without 
any  great  or  immediate  increafe  of 
the  exifting  burthens  upon  his  peo¬ 
ple. — His  majefty  feels  affured, 
that  it  will  be  highly  fatisfaclory 
to  you  to  learn,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  meafures  reforted  to  by  the 
enemy  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying 
the  commerce  and  refources  of  his 
kingdom,  the  public  revenue  has 
continued  in  a  courfe  of  progreffive 
improvement. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen. 

We  are  directed  to  inform  you, 
that  the  mcafure  adopted  by  parlia¬ 


ment  in  the  laft  feflion,  for  efta- 
blifiiing  a  local  militia,  has  been  al¬ 
ready  attended  with  the  happieft 
fuccefs,  and  promifes  to  be  exten- 
fively  and  permanently  beneficial  to 
the  country.  We  have  received 
his  majefty's  commands  moll  efpe- 
ciaily  to  recommend  to  you,  that 
duly  weighing  the  immense  in- 
terefts  which  are  at  ftake,  in  the 
war  now  carrying  on,  you  fhould 
proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  pof- 
fibie,  to  confider  of  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  meafures  for  the  augmentation 
of  the  regular  army,  in  order  that 
his  majefty  may  be  the  better  ena¬ 
bled,  without  impairing  the  means 
of  defence  at  home,  to  avail  him¬ 
felf  of  the  military  power  of  his 
dominions  in  the  great  conteft  in 
which  he  is  engaged  ;  and  to  con- 
dud  that  conteft,  under  the  hie  fif¬ 
ing  of  Divine  Providence,  to  a 
conclufion  compatible  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  majefty’s  crown,  and 
with  the  interefts  of  his  allies,  of 
Europe,  and  of  the  world. 


King* s  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords , 
Wednefday ,  June  lift,  by  Com - 
miffion . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

We  are  commanded  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
majefty  has  great  fatisfaction  in 
being  enabled,  by  the  ft  ate  of  the 
public  bufinefs,  to  releafe  you  from 
your  laborious  attendance  in  Par¬ 
liament. 

His  majefty  doubts  not  that  on 
your  return  into  your  refpe&ive 
counties,  you  will  carry  with  you  a 
difpofition  to  inculcate,  both  by 
inftrudion  and  example,  a  fpirit  of 
attachment  to  thofe  eftablifhed 
laws  and  that  happy  eonftitution, 

which 
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which  it  has  ever  been  his  ma- 
jefty’s  anxious  wifh  tofupport  and 
to  maintain,  and  upon  which,  under 
Providence,  depends  the  welfare 
and  profperity  of  this  kingdom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

We  have  it  in  command  from 
his  majefty  to  thank  you  for  the 
liberal  provision  which  you  have 
made  for  the  fervices  of  the  prefent 
year;  and  to  exprefs  the  fatisfac- 
tion  which  his  Majefty  derives  from 
your  having  been  enabled  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  thofe  fervices  without  any 
great  and  immediate  addition  to 
the  burthens  upon  his  people. 

His  Majefty  particularly  com¬ 
mands  us  to  acknowledge  your 
prompt  attention  to  his  willies, 
refpecting  an  increafed  provifion 
for  the  poorer  clergy  ;  an  object  in 
the  higheft  degree  interefting  to  his 
Majefty’s  feelings,  and  deferving 
the  favourable  confideration  of 
Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  atrocious  and  unparalleled 
aft  of  violence  and  treachery  by 
which  the  Ruier  of  France  attempt¬ 
ed  to  furorife  and  to  enllave  the 

i 

Spanilh  Nation,  while  it  has  excit¬ 
ed  in  Spain  a  determined  and  un¬ 
conquerable  refiftance  againft  the 
ufurpation  and  tyranny  of  the 
French  Government,  has,  at  the 
fame  time,  awakened  in  other  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  a  determination  to 
refill,  by  a  new  effort,  the  con¬ 
tinued  and  increafing  encroach¬ 
ments  on  their  fafety  and  inde. 
pendence. 

Although  the  uncertainty  of  all 
human  events,  and  the  viciflitudes 
attendant  upon  war,  forbid  too 
confident  an  expectation  of  a  fatif- 
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faflory  ilfue  to  the  prefent  ftruggle 
againft  the  common  enemy  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  his  Majefty  commands  us  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  fplendid 
and  important  fuccefs  which  has 
recently  crowned  the  arms  of  the 
Emperor  of  Auftria,  under  the  able 
and  diftinguifhed  conduct  of  his 
Imperial  Highnefs  the  Arch-duke 
Charles. 

To  the  efforts  of  Europe  for  its 
own  deliverance,  his  Majefty  has 
directed  us  to  allure  you,  that  he 
is  determined  to  continue  his  moll 
ftrenuous  affiftance  and  fupport, 
convinced  that  you  will  agree  with 
him  in  confidering  that  every  exer¬ 
tion  for  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the 
independence  and  fecurity  of  other 
nations,  is  no  lefs  conducive  to  the 
true  interefts,  than  it  is  becoming 
the  character  and  honour  of  Great 
Britain. 


Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain. — Treaty  of  Peace ,  Friend- 
Jhip ,  and  Alliance  between  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  his  Catholic 
JSlajeJly  Ferdinand  VII,  Signed  at 
London  the  i  yth  of  fan,  1809. 

In  the  name  of  the  Moll  Holy 
and  Undivided  Trinity.  —  The 
events  which  have  taken  place  in 
Spain  having  terminated  the  Hate  of 
hoftility  which  unfortunately  fub- 
fifted  between  the  crowns  of  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  and  united  the 
arms  of  both  againft  the  common 
enemy,  it  feems  good  that  the  new 
relations  which  have  been  produced 
between  two  nations,  now  connect¬ 
ed  by  common  intereft,  Ihould  be 
regularly  eftabliftied  and  confirmed 
by  a  formal  treaty  of  peace,  friend- 
fhip,  and  alliance  :  Wherefore  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  the  united 

kingdom 
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kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  Supreme  and  Central 
junta  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  act¬ 
ing  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  Ferdinand 
VII.  have  conftituted  and  appoint¬ 
ed  ;  that  is  to  fa y,  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
right  hon.  George  Canning,  one  of 
his  Majefty 5 s  moft  honourable  privy 
council,  and  his  principal  feeretary 
of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs ;  and  the 
Supreme  and  Central  junta  of  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
aiding  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty  Ferdinand 
VII.  Don  Juan  Ruiz  de  Apodaca, 
Commander  of  Vaktga  and  Algarga 
in  the  military  order  ofCalatrava, 
rear-admiral  of  the  navy,  named  by 
the  Supreme  and  Central  Junta  of 
Government  of  Spain  and  the  In¬ 
dies,  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  Ferdinand  VII.  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  their  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  to  conclude  and  ftgn  a 
treaty  of  peace,  friendlhip,  and  al¬ 
liance  ;  who,  having  communicated 
their  refpedltve  full  powers,  have 
agreed  to  and  concluded  the  follow- 
ing  articles Article  i .  There 
Ihali  be  between  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his 
Catholic  Majefty  Ferdinand  VII* 
King  of  Spain  and  of  the  Indies 
thereunto  appertaining,  and  be¬ 
tween  all  their  kingdoms,  ftates, 
dominions,  andfubjeds,  a  chriftian, 
liable,  and  inviolable  peace,  and  a 
perpetual  and  fincere  amity,  and  a 
llrict  alliance  during' the  war  againft 
France ;  together  with  an  entire 
and  lafting  oblivion  of  all  acts  of 
hoftiluy  done  on  either  fide,  in  the 
irourfe  of  the  late  wars,  in  which 


they  have  been  engaged  againft 
each  other.—**  2.  To  obviate  all  com¬ 
plaints  and  difputes  which  might 
arife  on  the  fubjecl  of  prizes,  cap¬ 
tured  pofterior  to  the  declaration 
publifhed  by  his  Britannic  Majefty 
on  the  4  th  of  July  of  the  laft  year, 
it  has  been  mutually  agreed,  that 
the  veffels  and  property  taken  pof¬ 
terior  to  the  date  of  the  faid  decla¬ 
ration,  in  any  feas  or  ports  of  the 
world,  without  any  exceptions,  and 
without  any  regard  either  to  time 
or  place,  ihali  be  reftored  by  both 
parties.  And  as  the  accidental  oc¬ 
cupation  of  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
Peninfula  by  the  common  enemy, 
might  occaiion  difputes  refpecting 
any  veffels,  which,  in  ignorance  of 
fuch  occupation,  might  dired  their 
courfe  to  thofe  ports  from  any  other 
harbour,  either  of  the  Peninfula  or 
the  colonies  ;  and  as  cafes  may  oc¬ 
cur  in  which  Spanifh  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  ports  or  provinces,  fo  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  enemy,  may,  with 
their  property,  endeavour  to  efcape 
from  his  grafp  ;  the  high  contract¬ 
ing  parties  have  agreed  that  Spanifti 
veffels  not  aware  of  the  enemy's 
occupation  of  any  harbour  which 
they  are  deftrous  to  enter,  or  fuch 
as  may  succeed  in  making  their 
efcape  from  any  harbour  fo  occu¬ 
pied,  fhall  not  be  captured,  nor 
themfelves  nor  their  cargo  be  con- 
fidered  as  good  prize  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  (hall  meet  with 
every  help  and  aftiftance  from  the 
naval  power  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,- — 3.  His  Britannic  Majefty 
engages  to  continue  to  aftift,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  the  Spanifh 
nation  in  their  ftruggle  againft  the 
tyranny  and  ufurpation  of  France, 
and  promifes  not  to  acknowledge 
any  other  king  of  Spain  and  of  the 
Indies  thereunto  appertaining,  than 

his 


STATE  PAPERS. 


hvs  Catholic  Majefty  Ferdinand 
VII.  his  heirs,  or  fuch  lawful  sue- 
cellor  as  the  Spanilh  nation  fhall 
acknowledge  j  and  the  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment,  in  thejname  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII.  engages  never  in  any 
cafe,  to  cede  to  France  any  part  of 
the  territories  or  pafieffiofis  f  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  in  any  part  of 
the  world. — 4. The  high  contract¬ 
ing  parties  agree  to  make  common 
caufe  againft  France;  and  not  to 
make  peace  with  that  power  except 
by  common  confent.—^.  The  pre- 
fent  treaty  fhall  be  ratified  by  both 
parties,  and  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  fhall  be  made  in  the 
fpace  of  two  months  (or  fooner  if 
it  can  be  done,)  in  London. — In 
witness  whereof,  we,  the  under¬ 
signed  plenipotentiaries,  have  fign¬ 
ed,  in  virtue  of  our  refpedlive  full 
powers,  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace, 
friendfhip,  and  alliance,  and  have 
fealed  it  with  the  feals  of  our  arms. 

(L.  S.)  G  eorge  Canning. 

(L.  S.)  Juan  Ruiz  De  Apo- 

D  AC  A, 

Article  I.  Separate. — The  Spa- 
ni{b  Government  engages  to  take 
the  mod  effectual  rneafures  for  the 
preventing  of  the  Spanifh.  fquadrons 
in  all  the  ports  of  Spain,  as  well  as 
of  the  French  fquadron,  taken  in 
the  month  of  June,  and  now  in  the 
harbour  of  Cadiz,  from  falling  into 
the  power  of  France.  For  which 
purpofe  his  Britannic  Majefty  en¬ 
gages  to  co-operate  by  all  means  in 
his  power. — The  prefent  feparate 
Article  fnall  have  the  fame  force 
and  validity,  as  if  it  were  inferred, 
word  for  word,  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  friendfhip,  and  alliance, 
figned  this  day,  and  fhall  be  wtifi- 
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ed  at  the  fame  time.— -In  witnefs 
whereof,  we,  the  underfigned  pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  have  figned,  &c„ 

(L.  S.)  George  Canning. 

(L.  S.)  Juan  Ruiz  De  Apo~ 

DACA. 

Article  II.  Separate. —  A  treaty 
fhall  forthwith  be  negotiated,  ftipu- 
lating  the  amount  and  defeription 
of  fuccours  to  be  afforded  by  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  agreeable  to  the 
third  article  of  the  prefent  treaty. 
The  prefent  feparate  article  fhall 
have  the  fame  force  and  validity,  as 
if  it  were  inferred,  word  for  word, 
in  the  treaty  of  peace,  friendfhip, 
and  alliance,  figned  this  day,  and 
fhall  be  ratified  at  the  fame  time. — - 
In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under¬ 
figned  plenipotentiaries,  have  lign®= 
ed,  &c, 

(L.  S  )  G  eorge  Canning* 

(L.  S.)  Juan  Ruiz  de  Afo- 

DACA. 

Additional  Article. —The  pre« 
fent  circumftances  not  admitting  of 
the  regular  negotiation  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  between  the  two  coun„ 
tries,  with  all  the  care  and  confider- 
ationdue  tofo  important  a  fubjecr, 
the  high  contracting  parties  mutu¬ 
ally  engage  to  proceed  to  fuch  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  as  foon  as  it  fnall  be  prac¬ 
ticable  fo  to  do,  affording,  in  the 
mean  time,  mutual  facilities  to  the 
commerce  of  the  fuhjects  of  each 
other,  by  temporary  regulations 
founded  on  principles  of  reciprocal 
utility.— The  prefent  additional 
articles  fhall  have  the  fame  force 
and  validity,  Sec.  &c. 

(L.  S.)  George  Canning. 

(L.  S.)  Juan  Ruiz  de  Apo- 

DACA. 
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TURKEY. 

Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Supreme  Porte, 

1.  From  the  moment  of  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  prefent  treaty,  all  ads 
of  hoftility  fhall  ceafe,  between 
England  and  Turkey,  and  the  pri¬ 
soners  on  both  fides,  in  confequence 
of  this  happy  peace,  fhall  be  at  li¬ 
berty  in  thirty-one  days  after  the 
fignature  of  this  treaty,  or  fooner, 
if  poffible. 

2.  If  there  fhould  be  any  places 
belonging  to  the  Supreme  Porte,  in 
pofieffion  of  Great  Britain,  they 
are  to  be  reflored,  and  given  up  to 
the  Sublime  Porte,  with  all  their 
cannon,  ammunition,  and  other  ef- 
feds,  in  the  fame  condition  in  which 
they  were  found  when  occupied  by 
the  Englifh  ;  and  this  reftitution 
muft  take  place  within  thirty-one 
days  after  the  fignature  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty. 

3.  If  there  (hall  be  effeds  or  pro¬ 
perty  appertaining  to  Englifh  mer¬ 
chants,  or  fequeftrated  under  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  Sublime  Porte, 
that  fhall  be  all  returned  and  re- 
ilored  to  the  proprietors — and  in 
like  manner,  if  there  fhall  be  ef¬ 
fects,  property,  or  veffels,  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  merchants  and  fub- 
jeds  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  under 
sequeftration  at  Malta,  or  in  the 
other  ifles  and  dates  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefly,  they  fhall,  in  like 
manner,  be  entirely  returned  and 
reflored  to  the  proprietors. 

4.  The  articles  of  the  treaty  fti- 
pulated  in  the  Turkifh  year  1086, 
in  the  moon  Djemaz  ul  Akber,  as 
alfo  the  article  relative  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  the 
other  privileges  (midjiazals)  equal¬ 
ly  eftablifhed  by  the  ads  of  fubfe- 
quent  periods,  fhall  be  obferved 


and  maintained  as  heretofore,  and 
as  if  they  had  not  fuffered  any  in¬ 
terruption. 

5.  In  confequence  of  the  good 
treatment  and  favour  granted  by 
the  Sublime  Porte  to  the  Englifh 
merchants  with  refped  to  their 
merchandize  and  property,  and 
every  thing  of  which  they  may 
Hand  in  need — and,  in  like  manner, 
with  regard  to  all  objeds  tending 
to  facilitate  the  commerce,  Eng¬ 
land  fhall  reciprocally  grant  entire 
favour,  and  an  amicable  treatment 
to  the  flags,  fubjeds,  and  merchants 
of  the  Sublime  Porte,  who  fhall 
hereafter  frequent  the  flates  of  his 
Britannic  Majefly. 

6.  The  tariff  of  the  cufloms, 
which  was  latterly  fixed  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  at  the  old  rate  of  three 
per  cent,  and  efpecially  the  article 
which  refpeds  internal  commerce, 
fhall  be  conflantly  obferved  as  they 
have  been  regulated.  To  this  Eng¬ 
land  promifes  to  conform. 

7.  The  ambaflfador  of  his  Majef- 
ty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
fully  enjoy  the  honours  enjoyed  by 
other  nations  at  the  Sublime  Porte ; 
and  reciprocally  the  ambafladors  of 
the  Sublime  Porte  to  the  court  of 
London,  fhall  fully  enjoy  all  the 
honours  which  fhall  be  granted  to 
the  ambafladors  of  Great  Britain. 

8.  It  fhall  be  permitted  to  name 
Schabinders  (Confuls)  at  Malta, 
and  in  the  flates  of  his  Britannic 
majefly,  wherever  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  infped  the  affairs  and 
intereftsof  the  Turkifh  merchants; 
and  the  fame  treatment  and  privi¬ 
leges  which  are  allowed  to  Englifh 
confuls  refiding  in  the  Ottoman 
flates,  fhall  be  rigidly  obferved 
towards  the  Schabinders  of  the 
Sublime  Porte. 

9.  The  Englifh  confuls  and  am- 

bafladors 


STATE 

baffadors  fhall,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  employ  fuch  drogmans  as  they 
may  have  occafion  for  ;  but  as  it 
has  been  before  decreed,  by  com¬ 
mon  confent,  the  Sublime  Porte 
will  not  grant  the  berat  of  drogrnan 
in  favour  of  individuals  who  do 
not  exercife  that  function  in  the 
place  of  their  deftination.  It  is 
agreed,  conformably  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  henceforward  the  berat 
fhall  not  be  granted  to  any  perfon 
of  the  rank  of  tradefman  or  banker, 
nor  to  any  one  who  fhall  keep  a 
fhop  or  manufa&ory  in  the  public 
market,  or  who  fhall  be  concerned 
in  affairs  of  this  kind  ;  and  he  fhr11 
not  be  appointed  by  the  Engl 
confuls  from  among  the  fubjed 
the  Sublime  Porte. 

10.  The  Englifh  patent  of  pro¬ 
tection  fnall  not  be  granted  to  any 
perfon  from  among  the  dependents 
or  merchants,  fubjeCts  of  the  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte,  nor  fhall  there  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  them  any  paffport  from 
the  ambaffadors  or  confuls,  with¬ 
out  the  permiffion  of  the  Sublime 
Porte. 

11.  As  it  has  been  at  all  times 
forbidden  for  fhips  of  war  to  enter 
the  canals  of  Conftantinople,  viz, 
in  the  Strait  of  the  Dardanelles, 
or  that  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  as 
that  ancient  rule  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  muff  be  henceforward  ob- 
ferved  in  time  of  peace,  by  all 
powers  whatever,  the  Britifh  court 
proinife  to  conform  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple. 

12.  The  ratification  of  this  pre- 
fent  treaty  of  peace,  between  the 
high  contrading  powers,  fhall  be 
exchanged  at  Conftantinople  in  the 
fpace  of  ninety-one  days  from  the 
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date  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner, 
if  poffible. 


Supplement  to  the  Correfpondence  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Overtures  from 
Erfurth.  * — Note  from  M.  Cham - 
pagnytoMr.  Catining .  (No.  XV.) 

“  The  underfigned  has  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  emperor  his  matter,  the 
note  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning.  if  it  were  true  that  the 
evils  of  war  were  felt  only  on  the 
Continent,  certainly  there  would 
be  little  hope  of  attaining  peace. 
The  two  emperors  had  flattered 
themfelves  that  the  objeCl  of  their 
meafure  would  not  have  been  mis¬ 
interpreted  in  London.  Could 
the  Engiifh  miniftry  have  afcribed 
it  to  weaknefs  or  neceffity,  when 
every  impartial  ftatefinan  muft  re¬ 
cognize,  in  the  fpirit  of  peace  and 
moderation  by  which  it  is  dictated, 
the  charaCteriftics  of  power  and 
true  greatnefs  ?  France  and  Ruflia 
can  carry  on  the  war  fo  long  as  the 
court  of  London  fhall  not  recur  to 
juft  and  equitable  difpofitions  ;  and 
they  are  refolved  to  do  fo.  How 
is  it  poflible  for  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  entertain  the  propofal 
which  has  been  made  to  it,  of  ad¬ 
mitting  to  the  negotiation  the  Spa - 
nijh  infur  gents  ? — What  voould  the 
Englijh  government  have  faidy  had 
it  been  propofed  to  them  to  admit  the 
Catholic  infur  gents  of  Ireland ? 
France,  without  having  any 
treaties  with  them,  has  been  in 
communication  with  them,  has 
made  them  promifes,  and  has  fre¬ 
quently  fent  them  fuccours.  Could 
fuch  a  propofal  have  found  place  in 


*  See  A.  R.  1808.  p.  317. 


a  note 


l 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


a  note,  the  objeft  of  which  ought 
to  have  been,  not  to  irritate,  but 
to  endeavour  to  effect  a  mutual 
conciliation  and  good  undemand¬ 
ing  ?  England  will  find  herfelf 
under  a  11  range  miftake,  if,  con« 
trary  to  the  experience  of  the  paft, 
flie  fill  entertains  the  idea  of  con¬ 
tending  fuccefsfully  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  againft  the  armies  of  France. 
What  hope  can  (he  now  have,  es¬ 
pecially  as  France  is  irrevocably 
united  with  Ruffia  ?  The  under- 
derfgned  is  commanded  to  repeat 
the  propofal,  to  admit  to  the  nego¬ 
tiation  all  the  allies  of  the  king  of 
England  ;  whether  it  be  the  king 
who  reigns  in  the  Brazils ;  whether 
it  be  the  king  who  reigns  in  Swe¬ 
den  j  or  whether  it  be  the  king 
who  reigns  in  Sicily  ;  and  to  take 
for  the  balls  of  the  negotiation  the 
nti  pojjidetis.  He  is  commanded 
to  exprefs  the  hope  that,  not  loffng 
fightof  the  inevitable  refults  of  the 
force  of  fates,  it  will  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  between  great  powers 
there  is  no  folid  peace,  but  that 
which  is  at  the  fame  time  equal 
and  honourable  for  all  parties.  The 
underfigncd  requefis  his  excellency 
Mr.  Canning  to  accept  the  affiu 
rances  of  his  highef  confideration. 

(Signed)  li  Champagny.’8 


ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  of  the  Queen’s  Palace , 
the  lAfth  of  Majy  1809.— Pre- 
fent — The  King's  mofl  excellent 
MajeJlj  in  Council . 

Whereas  his  Majef  y  was  pleafed, 
by  his  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th 
of  April  laf,  to  declare  certain 
ports  and  places  of  the  countries 
which  have  been  lately  ft  vied  the 
kingdom  of  Holland,  to  be  fubjed 


to  the  reftrhflions  incident  to  & 
ft  rid:  and  rigorous  blockade,  as 
continued  from  his  Majefty’ s  for¬ 
mer  Order  of  the  1 1  th  Nov.  1 807  ; 
and  whereas  advices  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  of  a  certain  Provisional 
Agreement  entered  into  by  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  whereby  it  is  under- 
ftood  that  his  Majefty ’s  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  7th  Jan.  and  of  the 
nthNov.  1807,  (hall  be  with¬ 
drawn  foffar  as  refpedfs  the  United 
States,  on  the  10th  of  June  next  ; 

And  whereas,  although  the  faid 
Proviftonal  Agreement  is  not  fuch 
as  was  authorifed  by  his  Majefty’s 
inftru&ions,  or  fuch  as  his  Majefty 
can  approve,  it  may  already  have 
happened,  or  may  happen,  that 
perfons  being  citizens  of  the  faid 
United  States  may  be  led  by  a  re¬ 
liance  on  the  faid  Proviftonal 
Agreement  to  engage  in  tra4e  with 
and  to  the  faid  ports  and  places  of 
Holland,  contrary  to,  and  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  reftri&ions  impofed 
by  the  faid  Orders  of  the  7  th  of 
Jan.  and  of  the  1 1  th  of  Nov,  1807, 
as  altered  by  the  Order  of  the  26th 
April  laft ;  his  Majefty,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  inconveniences  that 
may  enfue  from  the  circumftance 
above  recited,  is  pleafed,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  or¬ 
dered,  That  the  faid  feveral  Orders 
fhall  be  fufpended,  fo  far  as  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  protection  of  veflels 
of  the  faid  United  States,  fo  failing 
under  the  faith  of  the  faid  Provi¬ 
ftonal  Agreement,  viz.  That  after 
the  9th  day  of  June  next,  no  veftel 
of  the  United  States,  which  fhall 
have  cleared  out  between  the  19th 
of  April  laft  and  the  20th  of  July 

enfuing, 
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epforng,  for  any  of  the  ports  of 
Holland  aforefaid  from  any  port  of 
the  United  States,  fhall  he  mol'efted 
or  interrupted  in  hyr  voyage  by 
the  Commanders  of  his  Majefty’s 
(hips  or  privateers. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
no  veflels  of  the  United  States, 
which  fhall  have  cleared  cut  from 
any  port  of  America  previous  to 
the  20th  of  July  next,  for  any 
other  permitted  port,  and  fhall, 
during  her  voyage  have  changed 
her  deftination  in  confequence  of 
information  of  the  faid  Proviftonal 
Agreement,  and  fhall  be  proceed¬ 
ing  to  any,  of  the  ports  of  Holland 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  molefted  or  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  Commanders  of 
an}'  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  or  pri¬ 
vateers,  unlefs  fuch  veffel  fhall 
have  been  informed  of  this  Order 
on  her  voyage,  and  fhall  have  been 
warned  not  to  proceed  to  any  of 
the  ports  of  Holland  aforefaid,  and 
fhall,  notwithftanding  fuch  warn¬ 
ing,  be  found  attempting  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  any  fuch  port. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
after  the  faid  9th  day  of  June  next, 
no  veffel  of  the  faid  United  States 
which  fhall  have  cleared  out,  or  be 
deftined  to  any  of  the  ports  of 
Holland  from  any  other  port  or 
place  not  fubjedt  to  the  reftri&ions 
of  the  faid  Order  of  the  26th  of 
April  laft,  after  notice  of  fuch  Pro- 
vifional  Agreement  as  aforefaid, 
fhall  be  molefted  or  interrupted  in 
her  voyage  by  the  Commanders  of 
bis  Majefty’s  fhips  or  privateers, 
provided  fuch  veffel  fhall  have  fo 
cleared  out  previous  to  actual  no¬ 
tice  of  this  Order  at  fuch  place  of 
clearance,  or  in  default  of  proof  of 
actual  notice  previous  to  the  like 
periods  of  time  after  the  date  of 
this  Order,  as  are  fixed  for  con. 
Voi,.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX,  New  Se 


ftru&ive  notice  of  his  Majefty’s 
Order  of  the  nth  of  Nov.  1807, 
by  the  Orders  of  thy  25 1 h  Nov. 
i  Soy,  and  of  the  s  8th  of  May, 
1808,  at.  certain  places  and  lati¬ 
tudes  therein  mentioned,  unlefs 
fucli  veffel  .fhall  have  been  in¬ 
formed  of  this  Order  on  her1  voy¬ 
age,  and  warned  by  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhips  or  privateers  not  to 
proceed  to  any  port  of  Holland, 
and  fhall,  notwithftanding  fuch 
warning,  attempt  to  proceed  to  any 
fuch  port. 

And  his  Majefty  is  pleafed  fur¬ 
ther  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  or¬ 
dered,  That  the  faid  feveral  Orders 
of  the  7th  of  Jan.  and  11th  of 
Nov.  1807,  as  altered  by  the  faid 
Order  of  the  26th  of  April  laft, 
fhall  alfo  be  fufpended,  fo  far  as 
is  neccffary  for  the  prote&ion  of 
veffels  of  the  faid  United  States 
which  fhall  clear  out,  to  any  ports 
not  declared  to  be  under  the  re- 
ftri&ion  of  blockade  from  any  port 
of  Holland  between  the  9th  day  of 
June  and  the  ift  day  of  July 
next  :  provided  always,  that  no¬ 
thing  that  is  contained  in  the  pre- 
fent  Order  fhall  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  extend,  to  protect  any 
veffels  or  their  cargoes,  that  may 
be  liable  to  condemnation  or  de¬ 
tention  for  any  other  caufe  than  the 
violation  of  the  aforefaid  Orders 
of  the  7th  of  Jan.  and  the  11th  of 
Nov.  1 807,  as  altered  by  the  faid 
order  of  the  26th  of  April  laft. 

Provided  alfo,  that  nothing  in 
this  Order  contained  fhall  extend, 
or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  pro¬ 
tect  any  veffel  which  fhall  attempt 
to  enter  any  port  actually  block¬ 
aded  by  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips 
of  war. 

And  the  right  hon.  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  his  Majefty’s 
UES.  [T/]  Treafury, 
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Treafury,  his  Majefty’s  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  Judge  of  the  High  Court 
of  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  are 
to  give  the  neceffary  directions 
herein,  as  to  them  may  refpedive- 
ly  appertain. 

Stephen  Cotterel. 

Correfpondence  between  Mr.  Erjkine 
and  Mr.  Smith . 

No.  I. 

MR.  ERSKINE  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

W aJhington%  April  1 7,  1809* 

Sir,  / 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  I  have  received  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  commands  to  reprefent  to 
the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  his  Majefty  is  anima¬ 
ted  by  the  moft  fincere  defire  for  an 
adjuftment  of  the  differences  which 
have  unhappily  fo  long  prevailed 
between  the  two  countries,  the  re¬ 
capitulation  of  which  might  have  a 
tendency  to  impede,  if  not  prevent 
an  amicable  underftanding. 

It  having  been  reprefented  to 
his  Majefty’s  government,  that  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States  in 
their  proceedings  at  the  opening  of 
the  lad  feffioo,  had  evinced  an  in¬ 
tention  of  paffing  certain  laws, 
which  would  place  the  relations  of 
Great  Britain  with  the  United 
States  upon  an  equal  footing,  in 
all  refpeds  with  the  other  bellige¬ 
rent  powers,  I  have  accordingly 
received  his  Majefty's  commands, 
in  the  event  of  fuch  laws  taking 
place,  to  offer,  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefly,  an  honourable  reparation 
for  the  aggreflion  committed  by  a 


Britifh  naval  officer,  in  the  attack 
on  the  United  States*  frigate  Chefa- 
peake. 

Confidering  the  a 61  paffed  by 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
on  the  i  ft  of  March  (ufually  term¬ 
ed  the  Non-intercourfe  Ad),  as 
having  produced  a  date  of  equality 
in  the  relations  of  the  two  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  with  refped  to  the 
United  States,  I  have  to  fubmit, 
conformably  to  inftrudions,  for 
the  confideration  of  the  American 
government,  fuch  terms  of  fatif- 
fadion  and  reparation,  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  is  induced  to  believe  will  be 
accepted  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  con¬ 
ciliation  with  which  they  are 
propofed. 

In  addition  to  the  prompt  difa- 
vowal  made  by  his  Majefty,  on 
being  apprized  of  the  unauthorized 
ad;  committed  by  his  naval  officer, 
whofe  recal,  as  a  mark  of  the 
King’s  difpleafure,  from  an  highly 
important  and  honourable  com¬ 
mand,  immediately  enfued,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  is  willing  to  reftore  the  men 
forcibly  taken  out  of  the  Chefa- 
peake,  and  if  acceptable  to  the 
American  government,  to  make  a 
fuitable  provifion  for  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  fufferers  on  that  occafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
fentiments  of  the  higheft  refped 
and  confideration,  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

D.  M.  Erskine. 

The  Hon.  Robert  Smithy  Efq. 

Secretary  of  State ,  & c. 


No.  II. 

Department  of  State ,  April  1 7, 
1S09. 

Sir, 

I  have  laid  before  the  Prefident 
your  note,  in  which  you  have, 

in 
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in  the  name  and  bv  the  order  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  declared 
that  Jus  Britannic  Majefty  is  defi- 
rous  of  making  an  honourable  repa¬ 
ration  for  the  aggreftion  committed 
by  a  Britifh  naval  officer  in  the  at¬ 
tack  on  the  United  States' frigate, 
the  Chefapeake  ;  that,  in  addition 
to  his  prompt  difavowal  of  the  aft, 
his  Majefty,  as  a  mark  of  his  dif- 
pleafure,  did  immediately  recal 
the  offending  officer  from  a  high¬ 
ly  important  and  honourable  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  that  he  is  willing  to 
reftore  the  men  forcibly  taken  out 
of  the  Chefapeake,  and,  if  accept¬ 
able  to  the  American  Government, 
to  make  a  fuitable  provifion  for 
the  unfortunate  fufferers  on  that 
occafion. 

The  Government  of  the  United 
States,  having  at  all  times  enter¬ 
tained  a  fincere  defire  for  an  adjuft- 
ment  of  the  differences  which  have 
fo  long  and  fo  unhappily  fubfifted 
between  the  two  countries,  the 
Prefident  cannot  but  receive  with 
pleafure,  affu ranees  that  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  is  animated  by  the 
fame  difpofition,  and  that  he  is 
ready,  in  conformity  to  this  dif¬ 
pofition,  to  make  atonement  for 
the  infult  and  aggreftion  committed 
by  one  of  his  naval  officers  in  the 
attack  on  the  United  States’  fri¬ 
gate,  the  Chefapeake. 

As  it  appears  at  the  fame  time, 
that  in  making  this  offer,  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  derives  a  motive 
from  the  equality  now  exifting, 
in  the  relations  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  two  belligerent 
powers,  the  Prefident  owes  it  to 
the  occafion,  and  to  himfelf,  to 
let  it  be  underftood,  that  this 
equality  is  a  refult  incident  to  a 
ftate  of  things,  growing  out  of 
diftinft  confiderations. 


With  this  explanation*  as  requi- 
fite  as  it  is  frank,  I  am  authorifed 
to  inform  you  that  the  Prefident 
accepts  the  note  delivered  by  you 
in  the  name  and  by  the  order  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  will 
conftder  the  fame  with  the  engage* 
ment  contained  therein,  when  ful¬ 
filled,  as  a  fatisfaftion  for  the  in¬ 
fult  and  injury  of  which  he  has 
complained.  But  I  have  it  in 
exprefs  charge  from  the  Prefi¬ 
dent  to  ftate,  that  while  he  for¬ 
bears  to  infill  on  a  further  punilh- 
ment  of  the  offending  officer,  he  is 
not  the  lefs  fenfible  of  the  juf- 
tice  and  utility  of  fuch  an  exam¬ 
ple,  nor  the  lefs  perfuaded  that  ir. 
would  bell  comport  with  what  is 
due  from  his  Britannic  Majefty  to 
his  own  honour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  higheft  refpeft  and  confidera- 
tion,  Sir,  your  moll  obedient  fer* 
vant, 

R.  Smith* 

The  Hon.  David  M.  Erjkine , 

Efq.  Envoy  Extraordinary , 
and  M infer  Plenipotenti¬ 
ary  of  his  Britannic  Ma - 

jtfty- 

No.  III. 

MR.  ERSKINE  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

Wajhington ,  April ,  1 8,  1 8cq« 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  informing 
you  that  his  Majefty,  having  been 
perfuaded  that  the  honourable  re* 
paration  which  he  had  caufed  to 
be  tendered  for  the  unauthorifed 
attack  upon  the  American  frigate 
Chefapeake  would  be  accepted  by 
the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  conci- 
[Tt  2]  liation. 
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liation,  with  which  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  has  inftrufted  me  to  exprefs 
his  fatisfaftion,  fhould  fuch  a  happy 
termination  of  that  affair  take 
place  ;  not  only  as  having  removed 
a  painful  caufe  of  difference,  but  as 
affording  a  fair  pvofpect  of  a  com¬ 
plete  and  cordial  underftanding 
being  re-eftablifhed  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  favourable  change  in  the 
relations  of  his  Majefty  with  the 
United  States,,  which  has  been 
produced  by  the  Aft  (ufually  term¬ 
ed  the  Non-lntercourfe  Aft)  paffed 
in  the  la  ft  feftkm  of  Congrefs,  was 
alfo  anticipated  by  his  Majefty, 
and  has  encouraged  a  further  hope, 
that  a  reconfideration  of  the  exift- 
ing  differences  might  lead  to  their 
fatisfaftory  adjuftment. 

On  thefe  grounds  and  expecta¬ 
tions,  I  am  inftrufted  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  American  government, 
his  Majefty’s  determination  of 
fending  to  the  United  States,  an 
envoy,  extraordinary  inverted  with 
full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on 
all  the  points  of  the  relations  be- 

j 

tween  the  two  countries. 

In  the  mean  time,  with  a  view 
to  contribute  to  the  attainment  of 
fo  deftrable  an  objeft  ;  his  Majef¬ 
ty  would  be  willing  to  withdraw 
his  Orders  in  Council  of  Jtruary 
and  November,  1S07,  fo  far  as. 
refpefts  the  United  States,  in  the 
perfuafion  that  the  Prefident  would 
iffue  a  Proclamation  for  the  renew¬ 
al  of  the  intercourfe  v\  ith  Great 
Britain,  and  that  whatever  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  fhould  a  rife  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  terms  of  fuch 
an  agreement,  will  be  removed  in 
the  propofed  negociation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  &c. 

D.  M .  Krskink. 
Hon.  Robert  Smithy  &c.  lAc. 


No.  IV. 

MR.  SMITH  TO  MR.  ERSKINE. 

Department  of  St  ate  3  April  1  8, 

I  809. 

Sir, 

The  note  which  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  receiving  from  you  this 
day,  I  loft  no  time  in  laying  be¬ 
fore  the  Prefident,  who,  being  fin- 
cereiy  deftrous  of  a  fatisfaftory 
adjuftment  of  the  differences  un¬ 
happily  exifting  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  has 
authorifed  me  to  allure  you,  that 
he  will  meet  with  a  difpofttion 
correfpOndent  with  that  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  his  Majefty  to  fend  to  the 
United  States  a  Special  Envoy,  in¬ 
verted  with  full  powers  to  conclude 
a  treaty"  on  all  the  points  of  the 
relations  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

I  am  further  authorifed  to  allure 
you,  that  in  cafe  his  Britannic  Ma~ 
jelly  fhould  in  the  mean  time  with¬ 
draw  his  Orders  in  Council  of 
January  and  November,  1807,  fo 
far  as  refpefts  the  United  States, 
the  Preftdent  will  not  fail  to  iffue 
a  Proclamation  by  virtue  of  the 
authority,  and  for  the  purpofes 
fpeeified,  in  the  eleventh  feftion  of 
the  Stature,  commonly  called  the 
Non-lntercourfe  Aft. 

I  have  the  honour,  Sec. 

(Signed)  R,  Smith. 


No.  V. 

SIR.  ERSKINE  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

Wajhingtony  April ,  19,  1809. 
Sir, 

In  confequenee  of  the  acceptance,, 
by  the  Prefident,  as  Hated  in  your 
letter  dated  the  1 8 til  inft.  of  the 

propofals- 
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prepofals  made  by  me  on  the  part 
of  his  Majeity,  in  my  letter  of  the 
fame  day,  for  the  renewal  of  the 
intercourfe  between  the  refpeHive 
countries,  1  am  authorifed  to  de¬ 
clare  that  his  Majefty’s  Orders 
in  Council  of  January  and  Novem¬ 
ber,  1807,  will  have  been  with¬ 
drawn  as  refpeHs  the  United  States 
on  the  10th  day  of  June  next. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  M.  Erskine. 
Mon.  Robert  Smithy  &c.  &c. 


No.  VI. 

MR.  SMITH  TO  MR.  ERSKINE. 

Department  of  State 3  April  ig, 
1S09. 

Sir, 

Having  laid  before  the  Prefident 
your  note  of  this  day,  containing 
an  affurance  that  his  Britannic 
Ma jelly  will,  on  the  10th  day  of 
June  next,  have  withdrawn  his 
Orders  in  Council  of  January  and 
November,  1807,  fo  far  as  refpeHs 
the  United  States,  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  informing  you  that  the 
Prefident  will  accordingly,  and  in 
purfuance  of  the  eleventh  feHion 
of  the  Statute  commonly  called  the 
Non. Intercourfe  AH,  ilfue  a  Pro¬ 
clamation,  fo  that  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain 
may  on  the  fame  day  be  renewed, 
in  the  manner  provided  in  the  faid 
fed!  ion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

(Signed)  R.  Smith. 


PROCLAMATION 
by  the  p  resident  of  the 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the 
ii\h  SeHioq  of  the  AH  of  Con- 
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grefs,  entitled  (C  An  AH  to  inter. 
diH  the  commercial  intercourfe 
between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
Dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes/*  that  u  in  cafe  either 
France  or  Great  Britain  (hall  fo 
revoke  or  modify  her  ediHs,  as 
that  they  Do  all  ceafe  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States, ’’  the  Prefident  is  authorifed 
to  declare  the  fame  by  Proclama¬ 
tion,  after  which  the  trade  fufpen- 
ded  by  the  faid  AH,  and  by  an 
AH  laying  an  embargo  on  all  fhips 
and  vefiels  in  the  ports  and  har¬ 
bours  of  the  United  States,  arid 
the  feverai  AHs  fupplementary 
thereto,  may  be  renewed  with  the 
nations  fo  doing.  And  whereas 
the  Hon.  D.  M.  Erlkine,  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Minifier  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  has,  by  the  order  and  in 
the  name  of  his  Sovereign,  declared 
to  this  Government  that  the  Britifh 
Orders  in  Council  of  January  and 
November,  1807,  will  have  been 
withdrawn,  as  refpeHs  the  United 
States,  on  the  10th  June  next. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Mad- 
d-ifon,  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  do  hereby  proclaim  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  aforefaid, 
will  have  been  withdrawn  on  the 
faid  lothof  June  next ;  after  which 
day  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain, 'as  fu  .'pended 
by  the  AH  of  Gongrefs  above-men¬ 
tioned,  anti  an  'AH  laying  an  em¬ 
bargo  on  all  fhips  and  vefiels  in  the 
ports  and  harbours  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  feverai  AHs  fup- 
piemen tary  thereto,  may  be  re. 
new.cd. 

Given  under  my  hand  and 
Seal  ol  the  United  St  ates 
at  Wafhington,  April, 

(Tt  3J 
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19,  1809,  and  33d  of 
the  Independence  of  the 
United  States. 

James  Maddison. 


Imperial  Decree,  dated  Vienna, 
17th  May,  1809,  proclaimed  in 
all  the  public  fquares  and  market¬ 
places  of  the  city. 

Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French, 

& c.  taking  into  confederation,  that 
when  Charlemagne,  emperor  of  the 
French,  and  our  fublime  predecef, 
for,  endowed  the  bifhops  of  Rome 
with  various  lands,  they  were 
given  as  fiefs  to  maintain  the  peace 
of  his  fubjedts,  and  that  Rome  did 
not  therefore  ceafe  to  form  a  part 
of  his  empire  :  confidering  further, 
that  frnce  that  time  the  union  of 
fpiritual  and  temporal  power  has 
been,  and  ftill  is,  the  fource  of  dif- 
fention ;  that  the  popes  have  but 
too  frequently  availed  themfelves 
of  the  one,  to  fupport  their  preten* 
irons  to  the  other  5  and  that  with 
fpiritual  concerns,  which  are  in 
their  nature  immutable,  have  been 
confounded  worldly  affairs,  which 
change  with  the  eircumftances  and 
politics  of  the  times  ;  confidering 
finally,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt 
to  reconcile  with  the  temporal 
pretenfions  of  the  pope,  all  that  we 
have  concerted  for  the  fecurity  of 
our  army,  the  repofe  and  profperity 
of  the  nations  over  which  we 
reign,  and  the  dignity  and  invio¬ 
lability  of  our  empire. 

We  have  decreed,  and  do  decree 
as  follow : 

Art.  1.  The  papal  territory  is 
united  with  the  French  empire. 
2.  The  city  of  Rome,  illuftrious 
for  the  recollections  it  recalls,  and 
for  the  monuments  which  it  con¬ 
tains,  is  declared  to  be  a  free  and 


imperial  city.  Its  government: 
and  administration  {hall  be  fixed 
hy  a  particular  decree.  3.  The 
monuments  of  Roman  greatnefs 
{hall  be  maintained  and  preferved, 
at  the  expence  of  our  treafury. 
4.  The  public  debt  is  declared  to 
be  the  debt  of  the  empire.  5.  The 
revenue  of  the  pope  fhall  be  fixed 
at  two  millions  of  francs,  free  from 
all  charges  and  contributionsa 
6'.  The  property  and  palaces  of  his 
holinefs  fhall  be  fubjedt  to  no  im- 
pofition,  jurisdiction,  or  vifita- 
tion,  and  fhall  befides  enjoy  efpe- 
cial  prerogatives.  7.  An  extra¬ 
ordinary  confulta  fhall,  on  the  ift 
of  June,  take  poffeflion,  in  our 
name,  of  the  papal  dominions,  and 
adopt  meafures  that  on  the  ift  of 
January,  1810,  the  conftitutional 
government  take  effedf. 

(Signed)  Napoleon, 


Letter  of  the  M infer  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  France ,  M,  Cham- 
pagny>  to  General  Armftrong , 
Minijier  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris . 

Altenburgh ,  Aug*  2Z, 

“  Sir> 

6i  His  Majefty,  underftanding 
that  you  are  about  to  difpatch  a 
{hip  to  the  United  States,  com¬ 
mands  me  to  make  known  to  you 
the  unalterable  principles  which 
have  and  will  regulate  his  condudf 
in  the  great  queftion  refpedting 
Neutrals. 

((  France  admits  the  principle, 
that  the  flag  protedls  trade.  The 
trading  veffel  which  carries  the 
licence  of  its  government  may  be 
confidered  as  a  moving  colony. 
To  infult  fuch  a  veffel  by  fearch, 
purfuit,  or  any  adl  of  arbitrary 

power, 
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power,  is  a  violation  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  law  of  colonization,  and 
is  an  attack  upon  the  government 
of  the  fame.  The  feas  belong  to 
every  nation,  without  exception  ; 
they  are  the  common  property,  and 
the  domain  of  all  mankind. 

“  Confidently  with  this  doc¬ 
trine,  merchant  veflels  belonging 
to  individuals  may  pafs  by  inheri¬ 
tance  to  perfons  who  never  expofed 
themfelves  to  be  made  prifoners 
of  war.  In  all  her  conquefts, 
France  has  conlidered  facred  pri¬ 
vate  property  depolited  in  the  ware¬ 
houses  of  the  vanquiftied  State,  and 
fuch  have  had  the  complete  difpo- 
fal  of  matters  of  trade ;  and  at 
this  moment  convoys  by  land  of 
merchandize,  and  efpecially  cot¬ 
tons,  are  palling  through  the 
French  army  and  Auftria,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  deftination  commerce 
dire&s.  If  France  had  feized  the 
monopoly  of  the  feas,  Ihe  would 
have  accumulated  in  her  territory 
all  the  produ&s  of  the  earth,  and 
fhe  would  have  obtained  unmeafur- 
able  wealth. 

“  Undoubtedly,  if  England  had 
the  dominion  on  land  which  (he 
has  acquired  on  the  ocean,  her  ac- 
quifitions  would  have  been  equally 
enormous.  She  would,  as  in  the 
times  of  barbarifm,  have  fold  the 
conquered,  and  diftributed  them 
as  Haves  throughout  her  land.  The 
avarice  of  trade  would  have  ab- 
forbed  every  thing,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  an  enlightened  nation 
which  has  brought  the  arts  of 
civilization  to  perfe&ion,  would 
have  given  the  earlieft  inftances 
of  the  return  of  the  favage  ages. 
That  government  is  fully  impreff- 
ed  with  the  injuftice  of  its  nayal 
code.  But  what  has  that  go¬ 
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vernment  to  do  with  juftice,  which 
only  inquires  for  profit  ? 

“  When  France  (hall  have  efta- 
blifhed  her  naval  power,  which, 
with  the  extent  of  her  coafts  and 
her  population  will  be  foon  accom- 
plifhed,  then  will  the  Emperor 
reduce  thefe  principles  to  pradice, 
and  apply  his  mandate  to  render  it 
universal.  The  right,  or  rather 
ufurpation,  of  blockading  rivers 
and  coafts  by  proclamation  is  pal¬ 
pably  contrary  to  reafon  and  equi¬ 
ty.  A  right  cannot  poftibly  fpring 
from  the  will  of  an  interefted  party, 
but  muft  always  be  founded  on  the 
natural  relations  of  things.  A 
place  is  not  properly  blockaded  un» 
lefs  it  is  befieged  by  land  and 
water.  It  is  blockaded  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  afliftance,  by 
which  the  furrender  of  the  place 
might  be  protraded ;  and  then  we 
have  only  the  right  to  prevent 
neutral  (hips  from  entering  the 
port,  when  the  place  is  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  and  the  pofleflion  of 
it  is  matter  of  doubt  between  the 
befiegers  and  befieged.  On  this 
is  grounded  the  right  to  prevent 
neutrals  from  entering  the  place. 

“  The  fovereignty  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  its  flag,  like  the  fove¬ 
reignty  and  independence  of  its 
territory,  is  the  property  of  every 
neutral.  A  ftate  may  transfer  it- 
felf  to  another  ftate ;  it  may 
deftroy  the  archives  of  its  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  pafs  from  Prince  to 
Prince,  but  the  right  of  fovereign¬ 
ty  is  indivifible  and  unalienable ; 
no  one  can  renounce  it. 

((  England  has  placed  France  in 
a  ftate  of  blockade.  The  Emperor 
has,  in  his  decree  of  Berlin,  declar¬ 
ed  the  Britifh  Iflands  in  a  ftate  of 
blockade.  The  firft  of  thefe  regu¬ 
lations 
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lations  forbid  neutral  veffels  to 
proceed  to  France;  the  fecond  pro¬ 
hibited  their  entering  Englidi 
harbours. 

<c  England  has,  by  her  Orders  of 
Council  of  the  iith  of  November, 
1807,  levied  an  impod  on  neutral 
fhips,  and  obliged  them  to  enter  its 
ports  before  they  fail  to  France. 
By  the  decree  of  the  17th  of  De¬ 
cember  of  the  fame  year,  the  Em¬ 
peror  has  decreed,  that  all  fuch 
(hips  be  denationalized  which  had 
entered  Englidi  ports,  or  fubmitted 
10  be  fearched. 

<£  In  order  to  ward  off  the  in¬ 
conveniences  with  which  this  date 
of  things  threatened  her  commerce, 
America  laid  an  embargo  in  all  her 
harbours  ;  and  although  France  had 
done  nothing  more  than  ufed  the 
right  of  retaliation,  its  wants,  and 
thbfe  of  its  colonies,  differed  much 
from  this  meafure ;  yet  did  the 
Emperor  magnanimoudy  connive 
at  the  proceeding,  in  order  rather 
to  endure  the  privation  of  com¬ 
merce  than  to  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  ufurpers  of  the  fea. 

i(  The  embargo  was  raifed,  and 
a  fydem  of  non-in  tercourfe  was  fub- 
dituted  for  it.  The  powers  on  the 
Continent  in  alliance  with  England 
having  the  fame  object  in  view, 
made  a  common  caufe  with  her, 
that  they  might  derive  the  fame 
advantages.  The  harbours  of  Hol¬ 
land,  of  the  Elbe,  of  theWe'fer,  of 
Italy,  and  of  Spain,  were  to  enjoy 
thofe  benefits  from  which  France 
was  to  be  excluded  ;  and  the  one 
and  the  other  were  to  be  opened  or 
clofed  to  commerce  as  circum- 
dances  rendered  expedient,  fo  as 
France  was  bereft  of  it. 

iS  Thus,  Sir,  in  point  of  princi¬ 
ple,  France  recognizes  the  freedom 


of  neutral  commerce,  and  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  maritime  powers, 
which  die  refpeded  up  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  maritime  tyranny 
of  England,  that  refpeds  nothing, 
and  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of 
its  government,  compelled  her  to 
adopt  ineafures  of  retaliation,  to 
which  fhe  reforted  with  regret. 
Let  England  revoke  her  blockade 
of  France,  and  France  will  recal 
her  declaration  of  blockade  againft 
England.  Let  England  revoke  her 
Cabinet  Orders  of  the  nth  No¬ 
vember,  1807,  and  the  Milan  De¬ 
cree  will  expire  of  itfelf.  The 
American  commerce  will  then  re¬ 
cover  its  complete  freedom,  and  be 
affured  of  finding  in  the  harbours 
of  France  favour  and  protedion. 
But  it  belongs  to  the  United  States 
to  attain  this  happy  objed  by  their 
firmnefs.  Can  a  nation,  refoived  to 
remain  free,  hefitate  between  cer¬ 
tain  momentary  imerefts,  and  the 
great  caufe  of  maintaining  her  inde¬ 
pendence,  her  honour,  her  fove- 
reignty,  and  her  dignity  ? 

(Signed)  “M.  Champagny.,j 


Report  made  to  his  Majedy  the 
Emperor  and  King,  protestor  of 
the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
by  his  Excellency  Count  dq 
Huneburgh,  Miniifer  of  War, 
Sept.  15.  1809. 

Sire, 

I£  the  numerous  vidories  of 
your  Majedy,  and  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fucceffes  of  your  armies,  be  at 
the  fame  time  the  work  of  you? 
genius,  the  refult  of  the  moft  fcien- 
tific  military  combinations,  of 
your  inherent  intrepidity,  and  of 
the  courage  of  fo  many  brave  men, 
thefe  vidories  and  fucceffes  are  no 

lei’s 


I 


STATE  PAPERS.  [6'6'5 


fefs  owing:  to  our  admirable  fore- 
light.  It  is  this  which  has  infpired 
your  Majefty  with  the  idea  of  af- 
fembling  at  firft,  in  the  interior  of 
the  empire,  whatever  might  be  the 
complexion  of  affairs,  the  youth  of 
France  who  are  fucceflively  called 
to  ferve  their  country,  and  of  ma¬ 
king  them  conftantly  pay  their 
contribution  to  the  fafety  of  the 
State,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
accuftom  themfelves  to  arms. 

The  temporary  dereliction  of 
this  fyftem  would  be  productive  of 
fome  danger  to  the  empire,  and  it 
would  be  placing  rather  too  great 
a  reliance  upon  the  future,  how¬ 
ever  flattering  appearances  might 
be  at  prefen t,  to  fuffer  the  depots 
in  the  interior  of  France  to  want 
the  regular  fupply  of  recruits, 
whenever  a  part  of  the  young  fol- 
diers  who  fill  them,  fhould  be 
called  into  adlual  fervice. 

A  fhort  glance  at  the  flate  of 
your  Majefty’s  armies  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  fhew,  that  the  levy, 
which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  propofe, 
is  fufficient  at  prefent. 

Mailer  of  Vienna,  and  of  more 
than  half  the  Auilrian  Monarchy, 
your  Majefty  is  at  the  head  of  the 
moft  formidable  army  that  France 
ever  had  beyond  the  Rhine  ;  and 
to  judge  of  what  it  is  capable  of 
effecting,  it  is  only  neceft’ary  to 
mention,  that  it  was  hardly  formed 
when  it  conquered  Auftria,  in  the 
fields  of  Thaun,  of  Aberiberg,  and 
of  EckmuhL  Whether  the  nego- 
ciations  of  Altenburgh  terminate 
in  peace,  or  whether  the  war  con¬ 
tinue,  your  Majefty  has  in  your 
depots  troops  enough,  fit  to  take  the 
field,  to  recruit  your  army  in  Ger¬ 
many. 

In  the  month  of  January  your 
Majefty  purfued  the  Engllih  army 


in  Gallicia.  While  you  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  it,  your  Majefty  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Court  of  Vienna 
intended  to  break  its  engagements. 
Though  fuch  an  event  feemed  to 
call  the  principal  part  of  your 
forces  into  Germany,  your  Majefty 
neverthelefs  thought  proper  to 
leave  your  veteran  army  in  Spain  ; 
not  that  the  whole  of  that  army 
was  aftually  neceffary  to  complete 
the  fubjugation  of  the  Spanifh  re¬ 
bels,  but  to  deprive  England  of 
the  poflibili ty  of  prolonging  that 
rebellion,  of  which  fhe  is  the  caufe. 
That  power,  feeing  in  the  new 
fyftem  eftablifhed  in  Spain,  the 
prefage  of  her  own  ruin,  did  not, 
however,  defpair  of  oyerturning  it ; 
and  her  efforts  upon  this  occaflon 
have  greatly  furpaffed  all  that  we 
have  feen  her  make  upon  fimilar 
occafions. 

General  Moore  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  off  from  Gallicia  the 
half  of  his  troops.  The  immenfe 
Ioffes  which  his  army  fuflained, 
did  not  diffuade  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment  from  fending  a  frefh  ar¬ 
my,  confifting  of  40,000  men,  to 
Lifbon.  It  penetrated  to  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  Spain,  and  rallied  round  it 
the  various  corps  of.  infurgents.— 
The  banks  of  the  Alberche  and  the 
Tagus  witneffed  their  flight  and 
their  confufion.  Compelled  to  re¬ 
treat  to  the  further  fide  of  that 
river,  and  purfued  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  they  totally  evacuated 
Spain,  and  the  Portuguele  faw  them 
return  in  diforder  to  their  terri¬ 


tory. 

At  the  fame  period,  an  army  of 
equal  force  fuddenly  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  entrance'  of  the 
Scheldt,  with  the  intension  of 
burning  the  dock. yards  at  Ant¬ 
werp  ;  there  our  enemies  were 
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covered  with  confulion.  At  their 
approach,  Flufhing  was  provided 
with  a  numerous  garrifon  ;  i  2,000 
picked  troops  marched  from  St. 
Omer,  under  the  orders  of  Senator 
General  Rampon  ;  and  eight  demi- 
brigades  of  referve,  which  were  at 
Boulogne,  Louvaine,  and  Paris, 
proceeded  poll,  to  the  points  that 
were  menaced. 

Thefe  troops  were  of  themfelves 
fufficient  for  the  defence  of  Ant¬ 
werp.  That  place,  which  is  cover¬ 
ed  by  a  ftrong  rampart,  and  the 
advanced  works  which  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  caufed  to  be  conftruded  four 
years  ago,  is  dill  further  protected 
by  extenlive  inundations ;  and  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt,  the 
fort  of  La  Tete  de  Flandre,  which 
is  itfelf  furrounded  by  an  inunda¬ 
tion  of  2,000  toifes,  fecures  the 
communication  of  Antwerp  with 
our  fortrefles  in  the  north. 

The  Englilh  expedition  was 
formed  upon  the  fuppofition,  that 
Antwerp  was  only  an  open  city, 
whereas  that  fortrefs  could  not  be 
taken  but  after  a  long  liege.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  troops  of  the  line, 
your  Majefty  faw,  at  the  firft  fig- 
nal,  1 50,000  national  guards  ready 
to  march,  and  at  their  head  the 
majors  of  your  infantry,  officers 
of  the  fifth  battalions,  and  vete¬ 
ran  officers ;  you  found  in  their 
ranks  a  number  of  old  foldiers. 

Numerous  detachments  of  caval¬ 
ry  of  the  line  were  preceded  by 
the  gem~d*armeries  of  France .  T he 
Englilh  were  not  aware  that  this 
branch  of  force  alone  could,  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  affemble  at  any 
given  point  60  fquadrons,  compof- 
ed  of  men  that  had  feen  lixteen 
years  of  fervice,  all  equally  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  equally  well  difei- 
plined  and  well  armed  as  thofe 


brave  cuiraffiers,  who,  under  your 
Majefty's  orders,  have  brought  to 
fo  high  a  pitch  the  glory  of  the 
French  cavalry. 

As  if  by  enchantment,  the  difpo- 
fitions  preferibed  by  your  Majefty, 
caufed  to  appear,  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant,  on  the  banks  of  the  Scheldt, 
and  at  the  rendezvous  of  the  referve 
at  Lille  and  Maeftricht,  four  dif¬ 
ferent  armies,  under  the  command 
of  Marlhal  the  Prince  of  Ponte 
Corvo,  and  Marfhals  the  Dukes 
of  Cornegliano,  Valmy,  and  Iftria. 

The  fudden  developement  of 
fuch  a  force,  and  the  national  im- 
pulfe  which  continued  to  multiply 
its  numbers,  ftruck  the  enemy  with 
confternation.  Their  enterprize, 
calculated  upon  falfe  data,  com-* 
pletely  failed. 

Europe  has  witneffed  the  realiz¬ 
ation  of  that  which  your  Majefty’s 
penetration  anticipated,  when  you 
pronounced  that  this  expedition 
originated  in  ignorance  and  inex¬ 
perience  ;  and  when,  fparing  of 
French  blood,  and  directing  that 
a  plan  merely  defenfive  Ihould  be 
followed,  you  wrote  to  me  ; — ‘  We 
are  happy  to  find  the  Englilh 
crowding  into  the  marlhes  of  Zea¬ 
land;  let  them  be  merely  kept  in 
check,  and  their  army  will  be  fpee- 
dily  deftroyed  by  the  bad  air,  and 
the  epidemic  fevers  of  that  coun¬ 
try.” 

Whilft  our  troops  were  diftri- 
buted  in  comfortable  cantonments 
in  the  environs  of  Antwerp,  or 
ftationed  in  that  fortrefs,  the  Eng- 
lifh  army,  encamped  in  the  midft 
of  marlhes,  and  deftitute  of  water 
fit  for  drinking,  loft  upwards  of 
one-third  of  its  foldiers.  But  the 
facility  which  the  Englilh  have 
of  going  by  fea  from  one  quarter 
to  another,  may  lead  us  to  exped 
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that  all  that  will  have  efcaped  the 
difafters  of  this  expedition,  will  be 
fent  to  reinforce  their  army  in 
Portugal. 

Sire,  the  various  fields  of  battle 
in  which  your  armies  have  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves,  are  too  remote 
from  each  other,  to  admit  of  your 
marching  without  inconvenience  to 
the  foldier,  one  of  your  armies, 
from  one  fcene  of  adion  to  the 
other ;  and  your  Majelty,  fo  highly 
fatisfied  with  the  zeal  of  the  troops 
you  command  beyond  the  Danube, 
is  anxious  to  fpare  them  from  the 
fatigues  of  the  war  in  Spain.  Be¬ 
ll  des,  the  French  armies  beyond 
the  Pyrenees,  now  confift  of  300 
battalions  and  150  fquadrons.  It 
is  therefore  fufficient,  without 
fending  any  additional  corps  thi¬ 
ther,  to  keep  up  at  their  full  efta. 
blifhment  thofe  already  there.— 
Thirty  thoufand  men,  collected  at 
Bayonne,  afford  the  means  of 
accomplifhing  this  object,  and  of 
repulfmg  any  force  which  the 
Englilh  may  caufe  to  advance. 

In  this  Hate  of  things,  I  con¬ 
ceived  that  it  correfponded  with 
your  Majefty’s  views  to  limit  the 
levy,  neceffary  at  this  moment,  to 
the  contingent  indifpenfably  requi- 
fite  for  replacing,  in  the  battalions 
of  the  interior,  the  drafts  which 
are  daily  made  from  them.  The 
returns  which  will  be  laid  before 
your  Majefty,  will  inform  you, 
that  of  the  confcription  for  the 
years  1806,  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  there 
ft  ill  remain  more  than  80,000, 
who,  though  balloted,  have  not 
yet  been  called  into  adual  fervice. 
This  immenfe  reinforcement  might 
march  againft  your  enemies,  ftiould 
that  meafure  be  rendered  neceffary 
by  any  imminent  danger  to  the 
ftate.  I  propofe  to  your  Majefty 
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to  call  out  only  36,000,  and  to 
declare  all  thofe  claffes  entirely 
free  from  any  future  call. 

By  this  means,  your  armies,  Sire, 
will  be  maintained  at  their  prefent 
refpedable  eftablifhment,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  your  fub- 
jeds  will  be  definitely  releafed 
from  the  confcription.  Your  Ma¬ 
jefty  will  alfo  have  at  your  dif» 
pofal,  the  25,000  men,  afforded 
by  the  clafs  of  18 1 1,  upon  whom 
I  (hall  not  propofe  to  your  Majefty 
to  make  any  call,  unlefs  events 
ftiould  dilappoint  your  hopes  and 
pacific  intentions. 

Your  Majefty’s  armies  are  equal- 
ly  formidable  from  their  numbers 
as  from  their  courage.  But  who 
could  advife  France  not  to  propor¬ 
tion  her  efforts  to  thofe  of  her  ene¬ 
mies  ?  In  giving  fuch  advice,  the 
refult  of  the  moft  imprudent  fecu- 
rity,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  for¬ 
get  that  Auftria,  very  lately,  had 
on  foot  700,000  men  ;  and  that  to 
create  this  gigantic  force,  that 
power  did  not  hefitate  to  expofe 
her  population  to  almoft  total  de¬ 
ft  ruft  ion,  and  to  attack  the  very 
bafis  of  her  profperity.  We  muft 
equally  forget,  that  England  has 
taken  part  in  the  continental  war, 
by  landing,  at  the  fame  moment, 
three  different  armies,  on  the 
coafts^  of  Naples,  Plolland,  and 
Portugal. 

The  agitation  of  thofe  who  are 
jealous  of  France  has  been  redou¬ 
bled,  becaufe  they  are  confcious 
that  the  prefent  crifis  has  for  ever 
fixed  her  greatnefs.  Their  efforts 
will  be  impotent,  becaufe  France 
has  been  enabled  to  reach  the 
higheft  pinnacle  of  fuccefs  and  of 
glory,  without  making  any  of  thofe 
ruinous  facrifices  which  deftroy  her 
enemies.  In  fad,  notwithftanding 

the 


66‘S]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


the  fucceffive  calls,  up  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  moment,  made  upon  the  dif¬ 
ferent  clafles  of  confcripts,  fcarcely 
have  one-fourth  of  thofe  who  com- 
pofed  them  taken  the  held. 

In  confidering  the  fituation  of 
your  Ma  jelly's  armies,  and  the  re¬ 
tails  of  the  Englifh  expeditions, 
can  we,  without  a  degree  of  fatis- 
faclion,  behold  England,  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  Auftria,  making  efforts  dif- 
proportionate  to  her  means,  and 
the  wants  of  her  navy?  What  can 
flie  expert  from  this  conteft  upon 
land,  and  man  to  man,  with 
France,  that  fh all  not  redound  to 
her  own  injury  and  difgrace  ? 

Sire,  the  French  people  will  have 
to  thank  your  Majefty  for  the  in- 
expreffible  advantage  and  glory  of 
a  peace,  conquered  without  marl- 
time  expeditions,  from  an  enemy 
who,  by  his  fituation,  thought  him- 
felf  free  from  all  attack.  Every 
ferious  attempt  upon  the  continent, 
on  the  part  of  the  Englifh,  is  aftep 
towards  a  general  peace.  | 

The  Englifh  minifters,  who  pre¬ 
ceded  the  members  of  the  prefent 
government,  a  more  able  fee  of 
men  than  the  latter,  were  well 
convinced  of  this  truth,  and  took 
good  care  not  to  commit  them- 
helves  in  an  unequal  conteft.  It 
did  not  efcape  their  obfervation, 
that,  to  carry  on  a  long  war,  it 
was  neceffary  that  it  ihould  prefs 
lightly  upon  the  people  who  had 
to  fupport  it. 

Within  the  lafl  twelve  months, 
|he  war  has  coft  England  more 
blood  than  (he  had  previoufly  feed 
from  the  period  when  fhe  broke 
the  peace  of  Amiens  :  committed 
in  the  battles  of  Spain  and  Portu¬ 
gal,  whence  her  duty  and  her  inte- 
reft  forbid  her  to  recede,  f|ie  will 
Ice  thofe  countries  become  the 


tomb  of  her  braved  warriors.— 
Sorrow  for  their  lofs  will  at  length 
produce  in  the  minds  of  the  Englifh 
people  a  well-founded  abhorrence 
of  thofe  cruel  men,  whofe  ambition 
and  frantic  hatred  dared  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  expreflion  of  eternal 
war.  It  will  excite  in  that  people 
the  wifh  for  a  general  peace,  which 
every  man  of  good  fenfe  may  pre¬ 
dial  to  be  near  at  hand,  if  the 
Englifh  perfiit  in  a  continental 
conteft. 

I  am,  with  refpeff,  &c» 

The  Minifter  at  War, 
Count  De  Huneburgh. 


Speech  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon^ 
at  the  Opening  of  the  Meeting  of 
the  Legijlatvve  Body  3  December  3, 
1809. 

Gentlemen  Deputies  of  Depart¬ 
ments  to  the  Legiflative  Body.— 
Since  your  laft  feflion  I  have  re¬ 
duced  Arragon  and  Caftile  to  fub- 
inifiion,  and  driven  from  Madrid 
the  fallacious  government  formed 
by  England.  I  was  marching  upon 
Cadiz  and  Lifbon,  when  I  was  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  treading  back 
my  fteps,  and  of  planting  my  eagles 
on  the  ramparts  of  Vienna.  Three 
months  have  feen  the  rife  and  ter¬ 
mination  of  this  fourth  Punic  war. 
Accuftomed  to  the  devotednefs  and 
courage  of  my  armies,  I  muft  ne- 
verthelefs,  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  acknowledge  the  particular 
proofs  of  affection  which  my  fol- 
diers  of  Germany  have  given  me. 

The  genius  of  France  conducted 
the  Englifh  army— it  has  termi¬ 
nated  its  projects  in  the  peftilen- 
tial  marfhes  of  Walcheren.  In 
that  important  period,  I  remairiccl 
400  leagues  diftant,  certain  of  the 
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new  glory  winch  my  people  would 
acquire,  and  of  the  grand  character 
they  would  difplay.  My  hopes 
have  not  been  deceived. 

1  owe  particular  thanks  to  the 
citizens  of  the  departments  of  the 
Pas  de  Calais  and  the  north. — 
Frenchmen  !  every  one  that  fhall 
oppofe  you  (hall  be  conquered  and 
reduced  to  fubmifiion.  Your  gran- 
deur  (ball  be  increafed  by  the  ha¬ 
tred  of  your  enemies.  You  have 
before  you  long  years  of  glory 
and  profperity.  You  have  the 
force  and  energy  of  the  Hercules 
of  the  ancients. 

I  have  united  Tufcany  to  the 
empire.  The  Tufcans  were  wor¬ 
thy  of  it  by  the  mildnefs  of  their 
character,  by  the  attachment  their 
anceftors  have  always  fhewn  us, 
and  by  the  fervices  they  have  ren¬ 
dered  to  European  civilization. 

Hiftory  pointed  out  to  roe  the 
conduct  I  ought  to  purfue  towards 
Rome  :  the  popes,  become  fove- 
reigns  of  part  of  Italy,  have  con- 
flantly  fhewn  themfelves  enemies 
of  every  preponderating  power  in 
the  peninfula- — they  have  employed 
their  fpiritual  power  to  injure  it. 

It  was  then  demonftrated  to  me, 
that  the  fpiritual  influence  exercifed 
in  my  ftates  by  a  foreign  fovereign, 
was  contrary  to  the  independence  of 
France,  to  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  my  throne.  However,  as  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  neceffity  of  the  fpi¬ 
ritual  influence  of  the  defcendants 
of  the  firft  of  the  Daftors,  I  could 
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not  conciliate  thefe  grand  interefts 
but  by  annulling  the  donative  of 
the  French  emperors,  my  prede- 
ceffors,  and  by  uniting  the  Roman 
ftates  to  France. 

By  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  all  the 
kings  and  fovereigns  of  my  allies, 
who  have  given  me  fo  many  proofs 


of  fheconftancy  of  their  friendfhip, 
have  acquired,  and  fhall  acquire,  a 
frefh  inereafe  of  territory. 

The  Illyrian  provinces  ftretch 
the  frontiers  of  my  great  empire 
to  die  Save.  Contiguous  to  the 
empire  of  Conflantincple,  I  fnali 
And  myfelf  in  a  fituation  to  watch 
over  the  firft  interefts  of  my  com¬ 
merce  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
Adriatic,  and  the  Levant.  1  will 
protedt  the  Porte,  if  the  Porte 
withdraws  herfelf  from  the  fatal 
influence  of  England ;  I  fhall  know 
how  topunifh  her,  if  fire  fuffer  her¬ 
felf  to  be  governed  by  cunning  and 
perfidious  counfels. 

I  have  wifhed  to  give  to  the 
Swifs  nation  a  new  proof  of  my 
efteem,  by  annexing  to  ray  titles 
that  of  their  mediator,  and  thus 
putting  an  end  to  all  the  uneafinefs 
endeavoured  to  be  fpread  among 
that  brave  people. 

Holland,  placed  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  France,  is  equally  bruifed 
by  them.  Yet  ihe  is  the  debouch e 
of  the  principal  arteries  of  my  em¬ 
pire. 

Changes  will  become  neceffary  : 
the  fafety  of  my  frontiers,  and  the 
well  underftood  interefts  of  the 
two  countries,  imperioufly  require 
them. 

Sweden  has  loft,  by  her  alliance 
with  England,  after  a  difaftrous 
war,  the  fineft  and  moft  important 
of  her  provinces.  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  that  nation,  if  the 
wife  prince  that  governs  her  now 
had  afcended  the  throne  fome  years 
fooner  !  This  example  proves  anew 
to  kings  that  the  alliance  of  Eng¬ 
land  is  the  fureft  prefage  of  ruin. 

My  ally  and  friend,  the  Emperor 
of  Rufiia,  has  united  to  his  vaft  em¬ 
pire,  Finland,  Moldavia,  Wallachia, 
and  a  diftrift  of  Gallicia. 

I  am 
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I  am  not  jealous  of  any  thing 
that  can  produce  good  to  that  em¬ 
pire*  My  fentimenrs  for  its  illuf- 
trious  fovereign  are  in  unifon  with 
my  policy. 

When  I  fhall  fhow  rnyfelf  be¬ 
yond  the  Pyrenees,  the  frightened 
leopard  will  fly  to  the  ocean,  to 
avoid  fhame,  defeat,  and  death.  - 
The  triumph  of  my  arms  will  be 
the  triumph  of  the  genius  of  good 
over  that  of  evil ;  of  moderation, 
order,  and  morality,  over  civil 
war,  anarchy,  and  the  bad  pallions. 
My  friendfhip  and  proteftipn  will, 
I  hope,  reftore  tranquillity  and 
happinefs  to  the  people  of  the 
Spains. 

Gentlemen,  Deputies  of  Depart¬ 
ments  to  the  Legiflative  Body 
X  have  directed  my  minifter  of  the 
anterior  to  lay  before  you  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  legiflation,  of  the  ad® 
miniftration,  and  of  the  finances  of 
the  year  juft  expired;  you  will  fee 
that  all  the  ideas  I  had  conceived 
for  the  amelioration  of  my  people, 
have  been  followed  with  the  great- 
eft  activity  5  that  in  Paris,  as  in 
the  moft  diftant  parts  of  my  empire, 
the  war  has  not  produced  any  de¬ 
lay  in  the  public  works.  The 
members  of  my  council  of  ftate 
will  fubmit  to  you  different  pro¬ 
jects  of  law,  and  efpecially  the 
law  upon  the  finances  ;  you  will 
fee  it  in  their  profperous  condition. 

X  demand,  of  my  people  no  new 
facrifice,  though  circumftances  have 
obliged  me  to  double  my  military 
means. 


The  following  Decree  will  affift  in 
explaining  the  Defigm  of  Buona¬ 
parte  ^  with  regard  to  one  extenfive 
Branch  of  the  Hanfeatk  League . 
Imperial  Ediff. 


<e  Hamburgh,  No<v .  17. 

f£  Jt  is  hereby  publicly  notified, 
that  all  colonial  produce  is  prohi¬ 
bited  to  be  imported  into,  or  ex¬ 
ported  from,  our  city  of  Ham¬ 
burgh,  from  the  date  hereof. — 
Should  it  be  attempted,  in  difobe- 
dience  to  this  decree,  to  convey 
any  fuch  produce  to  or  from  our 
faid  city,  either  by  land  or  water, 
the  carriages  or  fhips  fo  employed, 
and  themerchandizefo  tranfmitted, 
fhall  be  put  under  confifcation.— - 
The  minifter  of  finances  is  ordered 
to  carry  this  decree  into  execution, 

“  Given  at  the  Royal  Pa¬ 
lace  of  Fontainebleau, 
this  29th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  Seed* 

(Signed  and  counterfigned  as 
ufual.) 

The  immediate  occafion  of  this 
decree  was  the  fmuggling  praftifed 
at  Hamburgh,  The  ingenuity  of 
trade  is  infinite,  and  its  refources 
are  inexhauftible.  'Thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  this  truth,  will 
hear  with  incredulity  that  five  or 
fix  hundred  women  were  engaged 
by  the  merchants  of  Hamburgh 
daily,  to  convey  into  the  city  each 
of  them  fourteen  pounds  of  coffee, 
and  other  produce,  concealed  be¬ 
neath  their  garments,  by  which 
expedient  an  immenfe  quantity 
found  its  way  into  the  warehoufes 
of  the  dealers. 

- M.- . -  -  . . .  - 

Divorce  of  the  Emprefs  Jofephine, 
Dec.  17,  1809. 

By  defire  of  his  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
peror,  all  the  members  of  the  fe- 
nate  aflembled  yefterday,  at  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  in  full 
drefs,  in  the  hall  of  their  ufual  fit¬ 
tings.  The  fitting  of  the  fenate 
yefterday,  at  which  the  Kings  of 

Weftphalia 
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Weflphalia  and  Naples,  Grand 
Admiral  the  Prince  Viceroy  of 
Italy,  the  Arch  -  Chancellor  of 
State,  the  Prince  Vice « Grand 
Conflable,  and  the  Prince  Vice- 
Grand  Eledor,  affifled,  and  at 
which  the  Prince  Arch-Chancellor 
of  the  Empire  prefided,  will  form, 
on  account  of  the  importance  of 
the  fubjeds  which  were  difcuffed, 
an  epoch  in  the  annals  of  France® 
On  that  day  was  prefented  to 
the  fenators,  a  projet  of  a  fenatus 
confultum,  refpeding  a  diffolution 
of  the  marriage  between  the  Em- 
peror  Napoleon  and  the  Emprefs 
Jofephine.  This  diffolution  of 
marriage,  required  by  the  two 
high  parties,  and  approved  of  by  a 
family  counfel,  at  which  all  the 
princes  and  princeffes  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  family,  prefen t  at  Paris,  affifl¬ 
ed,  received,  the  fame  day,  the 
aflfent  of  the  fenate,  after  having 
been  the  object  of  examination  of 
a  fpecial  commiffion  named  for  this 
purpofe.  After  having  read  the 
contents  of  the  imperial  decree, 
which  enads  the  convocation  of 
the  fenate ;  and  of  that  which 
direds  that  it  fhall  be  prefided  by 
the  Prince  Arch-Chancellor,  and 
that  the  Princes  of  the  Imperial 
Family,  hereafter  named,  fhould 
be  prefent  in  the  fenate,  the  official 
journal  gives  an  account  of  this 
memorable  fitting  in  the  following 
terms — -» [Here  follows  a  fpeech 
from  the  Arch-Chancellor  of  State, 
the  Prince  Arch- Chancellor  of  the 
Empire,  Prefident,  and  the  Duke 
of  Parma] — The  Count  Regnault 
de  St.  jean  d’Angely  laid  before 
the  fenate  the  projet  of  the  fenatus 
confultum,  and  explained  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  it,  which  are,  that  they 
mutually  facrifice  their  conjugal 
happinefs  to  the  welfaye  and  inte- 
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refls  of  their  country. — [Here  fol¬ 
lows-  a  fpeech  from  the  Prince 
Viceroy  of  Italy  ;  after  which, 
the  Count  Gamier,  annual  prefi¬ 
dent,  propofed  to  refer  the  projet 
of  the  fenatus  confultum  to  the 
examination  of  a  fpecial  commiffion 
of  nine  members,  which  was  named, 
and  made  its  report  during  its  fit- 
ting.]— -At  half  paft  four,  the 
fenate  refumed  its  fitting,  and 
Count  Lacepede,  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fpecial  commiffion, 
made  the  report,  which  terminated 
in  propofing  the  adoption  of  the 
projet  of  the  fenatus  confultum  ; 
and  alfo  the  adoption  of  two  ad- 
dreffes— -one  to  the  emperor,  and 
the  other  to  the  emprefs* 


RxtraB  from  the  Re  gift er  of  the 
Confernjaii've  Senate ,  of  Saturday , 
the  1 6th  December }  1809. 

The  confervative  fenate,  affem- 
bled  to  the  number  of  members 
prefcribed  by  Art.  the  90th  of  the 
ad  of  the  conftitution,  and  dated 
the  13th  December,  1799,  having 
feen  the  ad  drawn  up  the  13  th  of 
the  prefent  month,  by  the  Prince 
Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Empire, 
of  which  the  following  is  the  fub» 
fiance  : 

S(  In  the  year  1809,  and  the 
15th  day  of  December,  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  we,  Jean 
Jaques  Regis  Cambaceres,  Prince 
Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Empire, 
Duke  of  Parma,  exercifing  the 
fundions  prefcribed  to  us  by  Tit. 
2,  of  Art.  14,  of  the  flatute  of  the 
imperial  family,  and  in  confequence 
of  orders  addreffed  to  us  by  his 
Majefty,  the  emperor  and  king, 
in  his  private  letter,  dated  that 
day,  of  the  following  tenor : 
f€  My  coufin  Our  defire  is, 

that 
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tnat  you  repair  this  clay,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  to  cur 
grand  cabinet  of  the  palace  of  the 
Theill'eries,  .attended  by  the  civil 
fee  ret  ary  of  date  of  our  imperial 
family,  to  receive  from  us  and  from 
the  emprefs,  our  dear  eonfort,  a 
cOrnriVunication  of  great  import¬ 
ance  :  for  this  purpofe,  we  have 
ordered  that  this  prefent  private 
letter  fhould  be  fent  to  you.  We 
pray  God  to  have  you  my  coufin 
in  his  holy  and  blefled  keeping. — - 
Paris,  15th.  December,  1809.” 

On  the  back  is  written,  s  To 
Our  coulin  the  Prince  Arch- Chan¬ 
cellor,  Duke  of  Parma/ 

We  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
hall  of  the  throne  of  the  palace 
of  the  Thuilleries,  attended  by 
Michel  Louis  Etienne  Regnault, 
(de  St.  Jean  d’Angely)  count  of 
the  empire,  minifter  of  hate,  and 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  imperial 
family.  A  quarter  of  an  hour 
afterwards  we  were  introduced  to 
the  grand  cabinet  of  the  emperor, 
where  we  found  his  Majefty  the 
emperor  and  king  with  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  emprefs,  attended  by 
their  Majefties,  the  kings  of  Hol¬ 
land,  Weftphalja,  and  Naples  ;  his 
imperial  highnefs  the  Prince  Vice¬ 
roy  ;  the  queens  of  Holland,  Weft- 
phalia,  Naples,  and  Spain ;  Ma¬ 
dame,  and  her  imperial  highnefs 
the  Princefs  Paulina. 

His  Majefty  the  emperor  and 
king  condefcended  to  addrefs  us  in 
thefe  terms  : 

“  c  My  coufin  Prince  Arch- 
Chancellor — I  difpatched  to  you  a 
private  letter,  dated  this  day,  to 
direhf  you  to  repair  to  my  cabinet, 
for  the  purpofe  of  communicating 
to  you  the  refolution  which  I, 
and  the  emprefs,  my  deareft  eon- 
fort,  have  taken.  It  gives  me 
1 


pleafure,  that  the  kings,  queens^ 
and  princefies,  my  brothers  and 
fillers  -in-law,  my  daughter-in-law, 
and  my  fon- in-law,  become  my 
adopted  fon,  as  well  as  my  mother, 
fhould  witnefs  what  I  am  going 
to  communicate  to  you. 

((  c  The  politics  of  my  monar¬ 
chy,  the  intereft  and  the  wants  of 
my  people,  which  have  conftantly 
guided  all  my  aflions,  require, 
that  after  me  I  Ihouid  leave  to 
children,  inheritors  of  my  love  for 
my  people,  that  throne,  on  which 
providence  has  placed  me ;  not¬ 
withstanding,  for  Several  years 
paft,  I  have  loft  the  hope  of  hav¬ 
ing  children  by  my  marriage  with 
my  well-beloved  eonfort,  the  em¬ 
prefs  jofephine.  This  it  is,  which 
induces  me  to  facrifice  the  fweeteft 
affections  of  my  heart  to  attend  to 
nothing  but  the  good  of  the  ftate, 
and  to  wifh  the  diffolution  of  my 
marriage.  Arrived  at  the  age  of 
forty  years,  I  may  indulge  the 
hope  of  living  long  enough  to  edu¬ 
cate,  in  my  views  and  fentiments* 
the  children  which  it  may  pleafe 
Providence  to  give  me.  God  knows 
how  much  fuch  a  refolution  has 
coft  my  heart ;  but  there  is  no  Sa¬ 
crifice  beyond  my  courage,  when  it 
is  proved  to  me  to  be  neceffary  to 
the  welfare  of  France.  I  fhould 
add,  that,  far  from  ever  having 
had  reafon  to  complain,  on  the  con** 
trary,  I  have  had  only  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  the  attachment  and  the 
affe&ion  of  mv  well-beloved  con-*- 
fort.  She  has  adorned  fifteen  years 
of  my  life,  the  remembrance  of 
which  will  ever  remain  engraven 
on  my  heart.  She  was  crowned 
by  my  hand.  I  wifh  fire  fhould 
preferve  the  rank  and  title  of  em¬ 
prefs  ;  but,  above  all,  that  fhe 
fiiould  never  doubt  my  fentiments, 
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and  that  (he  fhouldever  regard  me 
as  her  beft  and  deareft  friend.* 

((  His  Majefty  the  emperor  and 
king  having  ended,  her  Majefty 
the  emprefs  queen  fpoke  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

ts  (  By  the  permiffion  of  our 
dear  and  auguft  confort,  I  ought 
to  declare,  that  not  preferving  any 
hope  of  having  children,  which 
may  fulfil  the  wants  of  his  policy 
and  the  interefts  of  France,  I  am 
pleafed  to  give  him  the  greateft 
proof  of  attachment  and  devotion 
which  has  ever  been  given  on 
earth.  I  poffefs  all  from  his  boun¬ 
ty  ;  it  was  his  hand  which  crowned 
me,  and  from  the  height  of  this 
throne  I  have  received  nothing 
but  proofs  of  affeftion  and  love 
from  the  French  people.  I  think 
I  prove  myfelf  grateful  in  confent- 
ing  to  the  diflolution  of  a  marriage 
which  heretofore  was  an  obftacle 
to  the  welfare  of  France,  which 
deprived  it  of  the  happinefs  of 
being  one  day  governed  by  the 
defcendant  of  a  great  man,  evi¬ 
dently  raifed  up  by  providence  to 
efface  the  evils  of  a  terrible  revo¬ 
lution,  and  to  re-eftablilh  the 
altar,  the  throne,  and  focial  order. 
But  the  diflolution  of  my  marriage 
will  in  no  degree  change  the  fen- 
timenls  of  my  heart ;  the  emperor 
will  ever  have  in  me  his  beft  friend. 

I  know  how  much  this  aft,  de¬ 
manded  by  policy,  and  by  intereft 
fo  great,  has  chilled  his  heart  ; 
but  both  of  us  exult  in  the  facrifice 
which  we  make  for  the  good  of  the 
country/ 

“  After  which  their  Imperial 
Majefties  have  demanded  an  aft 
of  their  refpeftive  declarations,  as 
well  as  of  their  mutual  confent 
contained  in  them,  and  which  their 
Majefties  gave  to  the  diflolution 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  St 
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of  their  marriage  $  as  alfo  of  the 
power  which  their  Majefties  con¬ 
ferred  on  us  to  follow  up,  as  need 
fhall  require,  the  effeft  of  their 
will,  we,  Prince  Arch-Chancellor 
of  the  Empire,  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  and  requifitions  of  their 
Majefties,  have  given  the  afore- 
faid  aft,  and  have  in  confequence 
executed  the  prefent  proces  verbal '9 
to  ferve  and  avail  according  to  law, 
to  which  proces  verbal  their  Ma¬ 
jefties  have  affixed  their  fignature, 
and  which,  after  having  been  figned 
by  the  kings,  queens,  princes,  and 
princeffes,  prefent,  has  been  figned 
by  us,  and  counterfigned  by  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  of  the  imperial 
family,  who  wrote  with  his  own 
hand. 

{(  Done  at  the  palace  of  the  Thu- 
illeries,  the  day,  hour,  and  the  year 
aforefaid.  (Signed) 

Napoleon. 

J  OSEPHINE. 

Madame. 

Louis. 

Jerome  Napoleon. 

Joachim  Napoleon® 

Eugene  Napoleon, 

Julie. 

Hortense. 

Catherine. 

Paulina. 

Caroline. 

Cambaceres,  Prince 
Arch-Chancellor. 

Count  Regnault  (de 
St.  Jean  d’Angely.)** 

(  *  ,  i  '  i  y 

Having  feen  the  projet  of  the 
fenatus  confultum,  drawn  up  in  the 
form  preferibed  by  the  57th  article 
of  the  aft  of  the  conftitutions  of 
Auguft  4,  1802;  after  having 

heard  the  motives  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
jet,  the  orators  of  the  council  of 
ftate,  and  report  of  the  fpecial 
lies,  [t/«J  coramiffion 
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commiffion  appointed  in  the  fitting 
of  this  day  ;  the  adoption  having 
been  difcufled  by  the  number  of 
members  prefer  ibed  by  the  56th 
article  of  the  aft  of  the  confuta¬ 
tion  of  Auguft  4,  1802  1 

DECREES, 

Art.  I,  The  marriage  contracted 
between  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
and  the  Emprefs  jofephine  is  dif- 
folved. 

II.  The  Emprefs  Jofephine  (hall 
preferve  the  title  and  rank  of  Em¬ 
prefs  Queen  crowned. 

III.  Her  dowry  is  fixed  at  an 
annual  income  of  two  millions 
of  francs,  on  the  revenue  of  the 
ftate. 

IV.  All  the  aflignments  which 
may  be  made  by  the  emperor,  in 
favour  of  the  Emprefs  Jofephine, 
on  the  funds  of  the  civil  lift,  fhall 
be  obligatory  on  his  fuccefiors. 

V.  The  prefent  fenatus  conful- 
tum  fhall  be  tranfmitted  by  a  mef- 
fage  to  his  Imperial  and  Royal 
Majefty. 

The  two  addrefles  propofed  by 
the  commiffion  were  afterwards 
put  to  the  vote,  and  adopted. 


CONSERVATIVE  SENATE. 

Sitting  of  the  1 6th  Dec.  1809. 

At  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing*  *he  members  of  the  fenate 
afiembled  in  full  drefs,  in  their  pa¬ 
lace,  in  virtue  of  the  aft  of  convo¬ 
cation  : 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Empire 
was  received  with  the  ufual  ho¬ 
nours.  His  Majefty  the  King  of 
Weftphalia,  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Naples,  Grand  Admiral,  his 
Imperial  Highnefs  the  Prince  Vice¬ 
roy  of  Italy,  Arch-Chancellor  of 
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State,  and  their  Serene  Highneffei 
the  Prince  Vice-Conftable,  and 
the  Prince  Vice-Grand  Eleftor, 
were  prefent.  The  fitting  was 
opened  by  reading  the  aft  of  defig- 
nation. 

The  Prince  Arch-Chancellor  of 
State  had  the  parole  to  take  the 
oath  of  fenator.  His  Imperial 
Highnefs,  previous  to  that  cere¬ 
mony,  expreffed  himfelf  as  fol¬ 
lows  - 

“  Prince,  Senators — From  the 
time  when  the  goodnefs  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  emperor  has  called  me  to 
fit  among  you,  teftimonies  of  his 
confidence  have  kept  me  continu¬ 
ally  from  Paris,  and  I  have,  this 
day,  for  the  firft  time,  the  plea, 
fare  to  appear  in  the  midft  of  you. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  fay, 
that  among  the  benefits  which  his 
Majefty  has  inceffantly  fhowered 
upon  me,  I  have  been  particularly 
fenfible  to  the  honour  which  was 
granted  me,  of  forming  a  part  of 
the  firft  public  body  in  the  empire. 
Accept,  fenators,  this  expreffion  of 
my  feelings,  and  my  affurance  of 
the  happinefs  1  experience  in  pro¬ 
nouncing,  in  the  midft  of  you,  this 
oath,  which  is  to  me  that  of  duty, 
of  love,  and  of  gratitude.  I  fwear 
obedience  to  the  conftitutions  of 
the  empire,  and  fidelity  to  the  em¬ 
peror.” 

The  Prince  Arch- Chancellor  of 
the  Empire,  prefident,  replied  as 
follows  to  the  fpeeeh  of  the  Prince 
Viceroy  : 

ft  Prince- — -When  his  Majefty 
the  emperor  and  king  conferred  on 
you  the  high  dignity,  whereof  you 
have  juft  exercifed  one  of  the  moft 
effential  prerogatives,  the  fenate 
applauded  this  aft  of  juft  ice. — 
They  congratulated  themfelves  on 
counting  among  their  members  a 

prince. 
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prince,  whole  brilliant  qualities 
excited  fuch  juft  hopes.  Now  that 
thefe  hopes  are  realised  by  the 
glory  of  your  laft  campaigns,  and 
by  the  wifdom  of  your  adminiftra- 
tion,  the  fenate  experiences  great 
fatisfaftion  in  feeing  you  in  its 
bofom,  to  concur  in  the  important 
deliberation  it  is  about  to  enter 
upon.  You  ftiew  yourfelf  truly 
the  adoptive  fon  of  the  hero  who 
governs  us ;  in  like  him  filencing 
private  affeftion,  before  the  inte- 
refts  of  nations.  Your  firft  fteps 
within  thefe  walls  could  not  be 
more  worthily  fignalized,  than  by 
this  great  teftimony  of  patriotifm, 
of  devotion,  and  of  fidelity.  1 
rejoice  in  being  the  organ  of  the 
fentimems  of  the  fenate  towards 
your  Imperial  Highnefs,  and  in 
exprefting  to  you  their  wifhes  for 
your  profperity.** 

The  orators  of  the  council  of 
ftate,  Counts  Regnault  (deSt.  Jean 
d’Angely),  and  Defermont,  Minif- 
ters  of  ftate,  members  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  ftate,  being  introduced,  the 
Prince  Arch-Chancellor,  prefident, 
fpoke  as  follows  : 

“  Gentlemen — -The  projet,  which 
will,  in  this  fitting,  befubmitted  to 
the  deliberation  of  the  fenate,  con¬ 
tains  an  arrangement  which  em¬ 
braces  our  deareft  interefts.  It  is 
dilated  by  that  imperious  voice, 
which  apprifes  fovereigns  and  na¬ 
tions,  that,  to  fecure  the  fafety  of 
ftates,  we  mu  ft  liften  to  the  coun- 
fels  of  a  wife  forefight,  inceffantly 
recal  to  mind  the  paft,  examine  the 
prefent,  and  extend  our  views  to 
the  future.  It  is  under  fuch  high 
confiderations,  that  in  thefe  ever 
memorable  circumftances,  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  emperor  has  caufed  all 
perfonal  confiderations  to  difap- 
pe?'  nd  filenced  all  his  private 


affeftions.  The  noble  and  affeft- 
ing  conduft  of  her  Majefty,  the 
emprefs,  is  a  glorious  teftimony  of 
her  difinterefted  affeftion  for  the 
emperor,  and  fecures  to  her  an 
eternal  right  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  nation. 

Count  Regnault  (St.  Jean  d'An- 
gely)  fubmitted  a  projet  of  a  fe- 
natus  confultum,  diffolving  the 
marriage  between  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  and  the  Emprefs  Jo. 
fephine.  The  orator  explained 
the  motives  of  this  projet  as  fol. 
lows : 

“  My  Lord,  Senators — The  fo- 
lemn  aft  fully  fet  forth  in  the  fena- 
tus  confultum  now  read,  contains 
all  its  motives.  What  words  could 
we  addrefs  to  the  fenate  of  France, 
but  would  be  far  below  the  affeft- 
ing  founds  received  from  the  mouth 
of  thefe  two  auguft  conforts,  of 
whom  your  deliberations  will  con. 
fecrate  the  generous  refolutions  ? 
Their  hearts  have  coincided  in 
making  the  nobleft  facrifices  to 
the  greateft  of  interefts.  They 
have  coincided  to  make  policy 
and  fentiment  fpeak  language  the 
mo  ft  true,  the  moft  perfuafive,  the 
moft  adapted  to  move  and  to  con¬ 
vince.  As  fovereigns  and  as  con- 
forts,  the  emperor  and  emprefs 
have  done  all,  have  faid  all,— - 
There  only  remains  for  us  to  love, 
to  blefs,  and  to  admire  them. 

(f  *Tis  henceforth  for  the  French 
nation  to  make  themfelves  heard. 
Their  memory  is  faithful  as  their 
heart.  They  will  unite  in  their 
grateful  thoughts  the  hope  of  the 
future  with  the  remembrance  of 
the  paft  ;  and  never  will  monarch 
have  received  more  refpeft,  admira¬ 
tion,  gratitude,  and  love,  than 
Napoleon,  immolating  the  moft 
facred  of  his  affeftions  to  the  wants 
[Uut]  of 
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of  his  fubje&s  j  than  Jofephine 
immolating  her  tendernefs  for  the 
beft  of  hulbands,  through  devotion 
for  the  beft  of  kings,  through  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  beft  of  nations. 
Accept,  gentlemen,  in  the  name  of 
all  France,  in  the  fight  of  aftonilhed 
Europe,  this  facrifice,  the  greateft 
ever  made  on  earth,  and,  full  of 
the  profound  emotion  which  you 
feel,  haften  to  carry  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  in  the  tribute  of  your 
fentiments,  of  the  fentiments  of  all 
Frenchmen,  the  only  price  that  can 
be  worthy  of  the  fortitude  of  our 
fovereigns,  the  only  confolation 
that  can  be  worthy  of  their  hearts.” 

The  Prince  Viceroy  (the  fon  of 
Jofephine)  fpoke  as  follows : 

“  Prince,  Senators— -You  have 
heard  the  projet  of  the  fenatus 
confultum  fubmitted  to  your  deli¬ 
beration.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  under 
thefe  circumftances,  to  manifeft 
the  fentiments  by  which  my  family 
are  animated. 

u  My  mother,  my  fifter,  and 
myfelf,  owe  all  to  the  emperor. 
He  has  truly  been  to  us  a  father. 
He  will  find  in  us  at  all  times 
devoted  children  and  obedient  fub- 
jedfs. 

t(  It  is  important  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  France,  that  the  founder  of 
the  fourth  dynafty  lhould,  in  his 
old  age,  be  furrounded  by  diredf 
defcendants,  who  may  prove  a  fe- 
curity  to  all,  and  a  pledge  of  the 
glory  of  our  country. 

ft  When  my  mother  was  crown¬ 
ed,  before  the  whole  nation,  by  the 
hands  of  her  auguft  confort,  (he 
centra&ed  an  obligation  to  facrifice 
all  her  affections  to  the  interefts  of 
France.  She  has  fulfilled,  with 
fortitude,  noblenefs,  and  dignity, 
this  firft  of  duties.  Her  foul  has 
often  been  moved  at  beholding 


expofed  to  painful  ftruggles,  the 
heart  of  a  man  accuftomed  to  con¬ 
quer  fortune,  and  advance  with  a 
firm  ftep  to  the  accomplfihment  of 
his  great  defigns.  The  tears  which 
this  refolution  has  coft  the  emperor, 
fuffice  for  the  honour  (a  la  gloire) 
of  my  mother. 

iS  In  the  fituation  (he  will  now 
fill,  (he  will  be  no  ftranger,  by  her 
wifhes  and  her  feelings,  to  the  new 
profperities  which  await  us :  with  a 
fatisfa&ion  mingled  with  pride, 
(he  will  behold  the  happinefs  her 
facrifices  will  produce  to  her  coun¬ 
try  and  to  her  emperor/' 


Decrees  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon. — * 

In  our  Imperial  Camp  of  Madrid , 

December  4,  1808. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the 
French,  &c. 

We  have  decreed  and  do  decree 
as  follows  : 

Art.  1.  Dating  from  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  prefent  decree,  the 
feudal  rights  are  abolilhed  in 
Spain. 

2.  All  perfonal  dues,  all  exclu- 
five  rights  of  filhery,  or  other 
rights  of  the  fame  nature  on  the 
coafis,  rivers,  and  banks  of  rivers, 
all  bannalities  of  mills  are  fup- 
prefied. 

Each  (hall  be  permitted,  by  con¬ 
forming  to  the  laws,  to  give  a  free 
impulfe  to  his  induftry. 

|Signed)  Napoleon. 

In  our  Imperial  Camp  of  Madrid , 
December  4. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the 
French,  &c. 

Cotifidering  that  one  of  the  ef- 
tablilhments  which  are  mod  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  profperity  of  Spain  is 

that 


STATE 

that  of  the  barriers  exifting  be¬ 
tween  the  provinces  : 

We  have  decreed  and  do  decree 
as  folio  ws : 

Art.  l.  From  the  i  ft  of  January- 
next,  the  barriers  exifting  from 
province  to  province  fhall  be  fup- 
prefled. 

2.  The  cuftom-houfes  (hall  be 
removed,  and  eftabliftied  on  the 
frontiers. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 


Proclamation  of  the  Government  of 

Portugal ,  dated  nth  December , 

1808. 

The  defence  of  the  country  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  duty  which  honour, 
reafon,  and  even  nature  itfelf  im- 
pofe  on  all  men,  when  a  barbarous 
nation,  defpifing  the  moft  facred 
rights  acknowledged  in  the  world, 
aims  at  enflaving  a  country,  plun¬ 
dering  its  property,  deftroying  its 
religion,  violating  its  temples, 
and  committing  the  greateft  atro¬ 
cities  that  the  perverfity  of  man¬ 
ners  or  inhumanity  can  invent. 
Portugal,  unfortunately,  is  threat¬ 
ened  with  all  thefe  evils,  and  its 
inhabitants  have  no  means  to 
avoid  the  horrors  to  which  they 
are  expoled,  but  by  having  re- 
courfe  to  arms,  to  repel  by  force 
the  odious  and  wicked  defigns  of 
their  enemies. 

We  have  therefore  refolved,  that 
the  whole  Portuguefe  nation  fhall 
be  armed  in  the  manner  which  to 
each  inhabitant  may  be  practica¬ 
ble,  that  all  the  males,  without 
exception  of  perfon  or  clafs,  fhall 
provide  themfelves  with  a  pike, 
twelve  or  thirteen  palms,  fix  or 
feven  feet  in  length,  and  fuch  other 
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arms  a3  their  circumftances  may 
permit. 

That  all  the  cities,  towns,  and 
confiderable  villages,  (hall  be  for® 
tified  by  blockading  the  entrances 
and  principal  ftreets  with  two, 
three,  or  more  crofs-beams,  in 
order  that  all  the  inhabitants  may 
be  enabled  to  defend  themfelves 
vigoroufly  when  the  enemy  lhall 
prefent  himfelf. 

That  all  the  officers  in  Lifbott, 
and  adminiftrators  of  diftridfs, 
fhall,  within  the  fpace  of  eight 
days  from  the  date  of  this  decree, 
deliver  in  to  the  military  governor 
general  of  their  refpedlive  pro¬ 
vinces,  a  lift  of  fuch  perfons  as 
from  their  adlivity,  ability,  good 
condudf,  and  the  refpedl  they  are 
held  in  by  the  people,  are  qua¬ 
lified  to  take  a  command,  always 
preferring  in  fimilar  circumftances, 
thofe  who  are  already  military 
officers,  and  pointing  out  fuch  of 
the  faid  officers  as  by  their  age, 
incumbrances,  or  other  circum¬ 
ftances,  ought  no  longer  to  fill  the 
polls  they  occupy. 

That  all  the  generals  charged 
with  the  military  government  of 
provinces  fhall  divide  their  go¬ 
vernment  into  diftridts,  and  ap¬ 
point  an  officer  of  known  adlivity 
and  probity,  whether  of  the  troops 
of  the  line  or  militia,  whom  the 
chief  and  other  officers  fhall  obey 
in  confequence  of  the  faid  appoint¬ 
ment,  who  fhall  vifit  the  different 
villages  of  their  diftridt,  examine 
the  ftate  of  the  feveral  companies, 
and  from  the  perfons  recommended 
to  them  appoint  fuch  for  officers 
as  they  fhall  judge  deferving  and 
capable,  who  fhall  immediately 
begin  to  exercife  their  companies, 
which  fhall  aflemble  on  all  Sun¬ 
days  and  faints'  days  in  their  re- 

[U  u  3]  fpedtive 


678]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


fpeftive  dift  rifts,  in  order  to  ren¬ 
der  themfelves  expert  in  the  ufe 
of  the  arms  they  have,  and  in 
military  evolutions  j  comprehend¬ 
ing  all  the  males  from  fifteen  to 
fixty. 

Laftly,  we  have  refolved,  that 
every  perfon  who  (hall  not  take 
up  arms,  but  refufe  to  concur  with 
the  nation  in  general  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  country,  (hall  incur 
and  fuffer  the  punifhment  of  death  ; 
and  the  fame  punilhment  (hall 
await  all  thofe  who  (hall  furnifh 
any  fuccour  or  aid  to  the  enemy, 
by  fupplying  them  with  provi- 
fions,  or  affifting  them  in  any  other 
mode. 

In  like  manner,  any  village 
which  (hall  not  defend  itfelf 
againft  the  affailants  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  but  permit  their  entrance 
without  making  every  pofiible  re¬ 
finance,  (hall  be  burnt  and  levelled 
with  the  ground. 

And  we  hereby  order  all  gene¬ 
rals,  military  governors  of  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  intendant-general  of 
police,  and  all  corregidors,  audi¬ 
tors,  and  in  general  all  officers 
military  and  civil,  to  aid  and  af- 
fift  in  carrying  into  effeft  the  pro- 
vifions  of  this  royal  decree,  which 
Hiall  be  affixed  up  in  all  the  public 
places,  all  the  cities,  towns,  and 
villages  of  this  kingdom,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  known  to  every 
inhabitant. 


Decree  of  the  Supreme  Junta. 

His  Majefty,  confidering  that 
the  French,  in  the  unjuft  and  bar¬ 
barous  war  which  they  wage 
againft  Spain,  pay  no  regard  to 
any  principle  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  that  they  (hamelefsly  violate 


the  mod  folernn  treaties,  as  hag 
been  verified  with  refpeft  to  the 
capitulation  of  Madrid,  fince,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  ftipulations  therein 
made,  they  imprifon,  perfecute, 
and  banilh  peaceable  citizens  and 
refpeftable  magiftrates,  impofing, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  mod  dis¬ 
graceful  punilhments  on  other  un¬ 
fortunate  perfons  on  the  (lighted 
fufpicions  and  mod  frivolous  pre¬ 
texts  ; 

Seeing  that  they  continue  every 
where  to  defile  the  fanftity  of 
temples,  the  purity  of  domeftic 
honour,  and  to  trample  on  the 
rights  of  humanity  ;  that  afts  of 
the  mod  atrocious  kind,  and  which 
make  human  nature  (hudder,  are 
daily  heard  of,  fuch  as  the  death 
of  a  nun,  who  threw  herfelf  into  a 
well  to  avoid  the  brutality  of  a 
Frenchman  ;  the  cruel  murder  of  a 
mother,  whofe  breads  were  cut 
off  in  the  aft  of  giving  fuck  to 
her  fon,  by  thofe  monfters,  who 
afterwards  fabred  her  infant ;  and 
a  number  of  other  cafes  equally 
horrible  ;  atrocities  painful  to 
write,  dreadful  to  read,  and  de¬ 
grading  to  endure ;  finally,  his 
Majefty  being  convinced,  that 
dill  to  obferve  the  laws  of  natural 
equity  with  thofe  who  refpeft  no 
law  whatever,  would  not  be  mo¬ 
deration  and  juftice,  but  the  mod 
culpable  indifference  and  the  bafeft 
meannefs,  has  refolved  to  reprefs 
and  punilh  thofe  crimes.  Calling, 
therefore,  all  Europe  to  witnefs 
the  awful  neceffity  which  has  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  refort  to  the  means 
of  retaliation,  by  returning  on  a 
fanguinary  banditti  violence  for 
violence,  he  hereby  decrees : 

i.  That  no  quarter  (hall  be 
given  to  any  French  foldier,  offi¬ 
cer,  or  general,  who  may  be  made 

prifoner 
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prifoner  in  any  town  or  diftrift, 
in  which  afts  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  war  have  been  committed  by 
the  enemy,  but  that  fuch  perfons 
fhall  be  immediately  put  to  the 
fword,  as  an  example  to  their  com¬ 
panions  and  a  fatisfa&ion  to  out¬ 
raged  humanity. 

2.  That  the  prefent  decree  {hall 
be  printed,  proclaimed,  and  diftri- 
buted  in  the  Spanifh  armies  in  or¬ 
der  to  its  due  execution.  You  are 
alfo  required  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  fame. 

The  Marquis  of  Astorga, 
Vice  Prefident. 

Martin  de  Garay. 

Done  in  the  Royal  Al-cazar  of  $e~ 
<vi!le ,  February  7,  1809. 


Copies  of  three  Decrees  in  Favour  of 
the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain . 

I.  In  confequence  of  the  urgent 
inftances  of  the  minifter  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  Supreme 
Central  and  Governing  Junta  of 
the  kingdom,  and  in  the  royal 
name  of  his  Majefty  Ferdinand  the 
Vilth.  commands,  that  in  this 
cuftom-houfe,  and  in  all  the  pri¬ 
vileged  cuftom-houfes  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  Englifh  goods  fhall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  without  any  limitation  or 
reftriftion,  and  that  the  duty  fhall 
be  paid  for  the  fame  at  the  rates 
only  at  which  they  were  charged 
before  the  war  in  1 804. 

By  order  of  his  Majefty,  this 
notification  is  made  to  your  excel¬ 
lency,  both  for  information  and 
obfervance  of  the  fame. 

May  God  preferve  you  many 
years. 

(Signed)  Saavedra. 

Seville ,  February  28,  1 809* 
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2.  In  order,  that  in  the  exifting 
circumftances,  all  impediments  may 
be  as  much  as  poffible  removed, 
which  interrupt  the  intercourfe 
with  Englifh  fhips,  and  induced 
by  repeated  applications  of  the 
minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
the  fame  Supreme  Central  and  Go¬ 
verning  Junta,  &c.  &c.  have  de¬ 
termined  to  permit  all  Englifh 
goods  difembarked  in  our  ports, 
which  may  not  be  fold  in  the 
country,  to  be  re-exported  on  the 
payment  only  of  two  per  cent,  and 
no  further  duties  are,  in  fuch  cafe, 
to  be  required. 

By  order  of  his  Majefty,  this 
notification  is  made,  &c.  &c.  ( ut 

ante . ) 

/ 

(Signed)  Saavedra. 

3.  The  near  alliance  which  fub« 
fifts  between  this  court  and  that  of 
London,  and  in  confequence  of  the 
affiftance  the  latter  has  given  us, 
which  deferves  to  be  returned  by 
our  warmeft  attachment  and  moil: 
profound  refpeft,  his  Majefty  has 
condefcended  to  allow  to  the  fhips 
of  Great  Britain  to  convey  to  the 
ports  of  Spain  the  articles  of  ba. 
callao  (dried  cod  fifh)  the  fame 
duties  being  payable  thereon  which 
were  required  before  the  war  of 
1779.  Such  cargoes  fo  received 
may  be  fent  to  our  fettlements 
in  South  America,  in  the  national 
veffels. 

By  order  of  his  Majefty  this 
notification  is  made.  See.  See.  ( ut 
ante.) 

(Signed)  Saavedra. 


Proclamation  of  Marfhal  Aug  e  rente  s 
Duke  of  Cajliglione ,  &c.  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Catalonia ,  dated 
Perpignan ,  July  2. 

[U  u  4]  Spaniards  I 
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Spaniards  I  Catalonians  1  I  am 
come  in  the  midft  of  you.  His 
Majefty,  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  King  of  Italy,  has 
given  me  the  command  of  his  ar¬ 
mies  in  Catalonia. 

Spaniards,  I  know  you  and  love 
you.  Seduced  by  perfidious  infi- 
nuations,  unhappy  viftims  and 
blind  inftruments  of  a  cabinet,  the 
enemy  of  Fiance  and  humanity, 
many  and  many  of  your  brethren 
are  obftinate  in  prolonging  a  war, 
the  ififue  of  which  could  never  be 
doubtful.  They  deny  and  rejett 
the  benefits  and  favours  which  an 
auguft  fovereign  provides  for,  and 
is  anxious  to  (bower  upon  them  : 
an  hero  whom  heaven  created,  in 
its  beneficence,  for  the  felicity  and 
glory  of  Spain  and  the  world. 

Spaniards,  the  hero  of  France 
loves  and  efteems  you ;  his  virtu¬ 
ous  heart  requires  and  needs  your 
felicity,  God,  who  granted  to 
Napoleon  his  invincible  valour, 
gave  him,  at  the  fame  time,  his 
goodnefs  and  tender  humanity. 

Napoleon  fighs  over  your  afflic¬ 
tions  ;  he  has  a  paternal  heart,  and 
as  fuch  fuffers  over  the  terrible 
blows  which  are  infli&ed  upon 
you,  and  which  will  be  inflidled 
ftiil  more  upon  you,  by  his  for¬ 
midable  armies,  if  you  delay  long 
in  liftening  to  the  voice  of  truth, 
and  continue  in  your  fatal  blind- 
nefs. 

Lay  afide  ufelefs  hopes  ;  a  falfe 
love  and  a  criminal  honour,  which, 
arming  againft  a  king  who  is 
truly  paternal,  the  auguft  brother 
of  the  great  Napoleon,  irritates 
Heaven  againft  you,  which  gave 
him  to  you  in  his  mercy.  Aban¬ 
don  vain  illufions.  God  protects 
France ;  a  god  walks  with  Napo¬ 
leon,  covers  and  (hades  him  with 


his  wings,  and  enchains  vidfofy  ta 
his  triumphal  car. 

Brave  Spaniards,  fubmit.  Eu- 
rope  is  fubmitting  and  furrendering 
herfelf. 

Spaniards,  I  know  you,  and  you 
have  to  know  me.  I  have  long 
efteemed  you  ;  and  when  you  fub¬ 
mit  you  will  find  in  me  a  true 
friend.  Yourfelves  and  your  pro¬ 
perty  (hall  be  facred  for  me. 

Errors  and  faults  (hall  meet  with 
indulgence  :  moderation,  loyalty, 
and  fidelity,  may  be  fecure  of  our 
aid  ;  but  let  perfidy  fear  and  trem¬ 
ble.  But  obftinate  rebels,  the  evil- 
minded,  who  blow  up  the  flames  of 
diflenlion,  (hall  meet  with  no  par¬ 
don.  The  lightning  is  ready  to 
fall  on  their  heads. 

Erring  citizens,  return  to  your 
hearths  ;  artifans,  refume  your  la¬ 
bours  and  ufeful  purfuits  ;  good 
villagers,  quit  the  fword ;  take 
once  more  the  plough  in  your 
hand  ;  come  and  cultivate  in  peace 
and  repofe  the  inheritance  of  your 
fathers ;  haften  to  fertilife  thofe 
fields  which  have  been  too  long 
deferred  ;  and  you,  ye  faithful 
Spaniards,  come  and  receive  the 
happy  fruits  and  rewards  of  your 
fidelity.  Join  your  voice  to  ours ; 
call  to  thofe  unhappy  wretches, 
your  brethren,  who  are  led  aftray  ; 
tell  them  that  we  love  them,  that 
Napoleon  will  forget  their  errors 
and  their  faults ;  and  that  your 
felicity  will  be  the  conftant  objedl 
of  his  concern  as  your  parent ;  tell 
thefe  wandering  brethren,  that 
they  will  ever  find  me  ready  to 
carry  their  cries  to  the  foot  of 
that  monarch’s  throne,  who  is  the 
friend  of  truth ;  that  they  may 
depend  on  the  prote&ion  of  our 
arms,  which,  formidable  againft 
rebels  and  the  ill-difpofed,  how¬ 
ever 
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ever  numerous,  will  ever  be  the 
defenders  of  the  faithful  citizen  ; 
and  that  we  will  avenge  offences 
committed  againft  them ;  but  tell 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  and  above 
all  things,  that  mercy  has  its  li¬ 
mits,  and  that,  at  length,  the  day 
of  vengeance  will  come,  A  pow¬ 
erful  army  is  difperfed  throughout 
your  territory  ;  a  formidable  army 
is  coming,  and  woe  to  him  that 
(hall  dare  to  refill  me ;  for  I  fhall 
then  hearken  only  to  a  juft  indig¬ 
nation,  a  moft  juft  rage,  and  none 
of  you  will  efcape  a  terrible  ven¬ 
geance* 

Saragofla  is  yet  fmoaking  ;  and 
you,  ye  towns  of  Catalonia,  who 
pleafe,  or  dare,  to  follow  its  exam¬ 
ple,  behold  its  alhes,  its  ruins— 
tremble. 

Augereau. 


Royal  Decree}  dated  Seville)  Sept .  I. 

His  Majefty  would  neither  fulfil 
his  own  willies,  nor  the  hopes  of 
his  people,  if,  at  the  fame  time, 
when  he  labours  to  free  the  coun¬ 
try  from  the  oppreffion  of  its  ty¬ 
rant,  he  did  not  make  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  correCt  the  vices  which 
exift  in  the  interior  adminiftration, 
and  to  raife  this  magnanimous  and 
generous  nation  to  the  high  degree 
of  fplendour  and  power  to  which 
it  is  entitled  by  the  fruitfulnefs  of 
its  foil,  the  benignity  of  its  cli¬ 
mate,  the  extenfion  of  its  coafts, 
and  the  pofleflion  of  its  rich  colo¬ 
nies.  Among  the  obftacles  which 
have  conftantly  oppofed  the  pro- 
grefs  of  agricultural  induftry  and 
commerce,  the  firft  place  is  held 
by  the  contributions  called  Alca- 
balas,  Cientas,  and  Millones,  im¬ 
ports,  which  obftruCting  the  inte¬ 
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rior  circulation,  and  prefling  un« 
equally  on  the  productions  of  the 
land,  on  manufactures,  and,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  on  all  objeCts  of  commerce, 
not  only  have  banifhed  from  our 
unfortunate  country  that  liberty, 
without  which  there  can  be  neither 
arts,  cultivation,  nor  commerce, 
not  only  have  rendered  odious  the 
fifcal  adminiftration,  and  even  in¬ 
duftry  itfelf,  but,  which  is  more, 
inflicting  on  it  incurable  wounds, 
have  ever  been  only  a  feeble  re- 
four  ce  for  fupplying  the  neceflities 
of  the  ftate.  Obfervatiori  and  ex¬ 
perience  have  fhewn  their  preju¬ 
dicial  effeCts  ;  the  people  have 
cried  out  for  a  remedy  ;  the  de¬ 
cline  of  our  manufactures,  and  the 
mercantile  fyftem  unanimoufly  em¬ 
braced  by  all  the  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  But  though  the  government 
knew  thefe  defeCts  and  reformed 
them  partially,  thefe  reforms  were 
a  new  vice,  which  only  ftill  more 
embroiled  the  fyftem.  At  length 
the  time  is  arrived  when  good 
principles  (hall  triumph  over  igno¬ 
rance,  and  the  nation  which  has 
appeared  great  and  majeftic  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  by  its  valour 
and  its  virtue,  fhall  be  fo  alfo  by 
the  liberality  of  its  principles,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  its  interior  admi¬ 
niftration.  The  Supreme  Junta 
of  government  of  the  kingdom  is 
well  convinced,  that  the  riches  of 
individuals  are  the  riches  of  the 
ftate,  and  that  no  nation  can  be 
rich  without  encouraging  its  agri¬ 
culture,  commerce,  and  induftry, 
and  that  induftry  in  general  does 
not  increafe  but  remove  the  obfta¬ 
cles  which  may  obftruCt  both  the 
fifcal  and  civil  laws.  From  thefe 
confiderations  the  Supreme  Junta 
cannot  omit  occupying  itfelf  with 
this  work,  beginning  with  the 
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moil  urgent  reform,  which  is,  that 
of  the  contribution,  and  providing 
in  the  place  of  thofe  abolifhed, 
others  upon  fuch  things  as  can 
more  properly  be  required  to  con¬ 
tribute,  diftributing  them  equally 
among  the  contributors,  exacting 
them  in  the  time  and  manner  lea  ft 
offenfive,  and  collecting  them  with 
the  leaft  expence  poffible.  Thus 
the  contributions,  which  are  al¬ 
ways  an  evil,  ftiall  fall  only  on 
thofe  who  can  contribute,  (hail  be 
applied  to  their  true  obje&s,  and 
not  to  the  maintenance  of  an  in¬ 
numerable  multitude  of  tax-ga¬ 
therers,  who  are  unproductive  con- 
fumers,  and  fo  many  hands  loft  to 
induftry.  In  confequence  there¬ 
fore  of  thefe  principles,  the  King 
our  Lord  Don  Ferdinand  VII.  and 
in  his  royal  name,  the  Supreme 
Junta  of  the  government  of  the 
kingdom,  decrees  as  follows  : 

Art.  i.  The  contributions  known 
by  the  name  of  Alcabalas,  Cenfo, 
and  Millones,  fhall  be  abolifhed, 
as  foon  as  thofe  which  are  appoint¬ 
ed  to  fupply  their  place  fhall  be 
appropriated  and  eftablifhed. 

2.  The  department  of  finance 
is  charged  to  propofe  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  contributions  which  fhall 
fupply  the  place  of  thofe  abolifhed. 

3.  The  prefent  decree  fhall  be 
printed,  publifhed,  and  circulated 
in  the  ufual  form,  from  the  royal 
palace  of  Seville,  Auguft  7,  1809. 

Marquis  of  Astorga, 
Prefident. 

Don  Martin  de  Garay. 


Manifcjidy  fixing  the  Days  when  the 
General  Cortes  of  the  Spanifh  Mo¬ 
narchy  are  to  be  convoked  and  held  ; 
dated  Royal  Alcazar  of  Seville , 
October  28,  1809. 


Spaniards !  By  a  combination 
of  events  as  fingular  as  fortunate, 
it  has  feemed  good  to  Providence, 
that  in  this  terrible  crifis  you  fhall 
not  advance  a  ftep  towards  inde¬ 
pendence  without  likewife  advanc¬ 
ing  one  towards  liberty.  A  fool- 
ifh  and  feeble  tyranny,  in  order 
to  rivet  your  fetters  and  aggravate 
your  chains,  prepared  the  way  for 
French  defpotifm,  which,  with  the 
terrible  apparatus  of  its  arms  and 
vidories,  endeavoured  to  fubjeft 
you  to  a  yoke  of  iron.  It  at  firft 
exhibited  itfelf,  like  every  new 
tyranny,  under  a  flattering  form, 
and  its  political  impoftors  pre¬ 
fumed  they  fhould  gain  your  fa¬ 
vour  by  promifing  you  reforms 
in  the  adminiftration,  and  an¬ 
nouncing,  in  a  conftitution  framed 
at  their  pleafure,  the  empire  of  the 
laws. 

A  barbarous  and  abfurd  contra¬ 
diction,  worthy  certainly  of  their 
infolence.  Would  they  have  us 
believe  that  the  moral  edifice  of 
the  fortune  of  a  nation  can  be 
fecurely  founded  on  ufurpation, 
iniquity,  and  treachery  ?  But  the 
Spanifh  people,  who  were  the  firft 
of  modern  nations  to  recognize 
the  true  principles  of  the  facial 
equilibrium,  that  people  who  en¬ 
joyed  before  any  other  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  and  advantages  of  civil 
liberty,  and  knew  to  oppofe  to 
arbitrary  power  the  eternal  barrier 
dire&ed  by  juftice,  will  borrow 
from  no  other  nation  maxims  of 
prudence  and  political  precaution  ; 
and  tell  thofe  impudent  legiflators, 
that  they  will  not  acknowledge  as 
laws  the  artifices  of  intriguers, 
nor  the  mandates  of  tyrants. 
Animated  by  the  generous  inftinft, 
and  inflamed  with  the  indignation 
excited  by  the  perfidy  with  which 
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you  are  invaded,  you  ran  to  arms, 
without  fearing  the  terrible  vicif- 
fitudes  of  fo  unequal  a  combat, 
and  fortune,  fubdued  by  your  en- 
thufiafm,  rendered  you  homage^ 
and  bellowed  on  you  victory  in 
reward  for  your  valour.  The 
immediate  effeCt  of  thefe  firft  ad¬ 
vantages  was  the  re-compofition 
of  the  Hate,  at  that  time  divided 
into  as  many  factions  as  provinces. 
Our  enemies  thought  that  they  had 
fown  among  us  the  deadly  germ  of 
anarchy,  and  did  not  advert  that 
Spanilh  judgment  and  circumfpec- 
tion  were  always  fuperior  to 
French  machiavelifm.  Without 
difpute,  without  violence,  a  fu- 
preme  authority  was  eftablifhed  ; 
and  the  people,  after  having  afto- 
nilhed  the  world  with  the  fpec- 
tacle  of  their  fubiime  exaltation 
and  their  victories,  filled  it  with 
admiration  and  refpeCt  by  their 
moderation  and  difcretion. 

The  central  Junta  was  inllalled, 
and  its  firft  care  was  to  announce 
to  you,  that  if  the  expulfion  of  the 
enemy  was  the  firft  objeCl  of  its 
attention,  the  inferior  and  perma¬ 
nent  felicity  of  the  ftate  was  the 
principal  in  importance  :  to  leave 
it  plunged  into  the  Hood  of  abufes, 
prepared  for  its  own  ruin  by  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  would  have  been  in 
the  eyes  of  our  prefent  govern¬ 
ment,  a  crime  as  enormous  as  to 
deliver  you  into  the  hands  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  ;  therefore,  when  the  tur¬ 
bulence  of  war  permitted,  it  caufed 
to  refound  in  your  ears  the  name 
of  your  Cortes,  which  to  us  have 
ever  been  the  bulwark  of  civil 
liberty,  and  the  throne  of  national 
Majefty,  a  name  heretofore  pro¬ 
nounced  with  myftery  by  the 
learned,  with  diftruft  by  politi¬ 
cians,  and  with  horror  by  tyrants, 


but  which  henceforth  fignify  in 
Spain  the  indeftruClible  bafe  of  the 
monarchy,  the  moft  fecure  fup- 
ports  of  the  rights  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  and  of  his  family,  a  right  for 
the  people,  and  for  the  government 
an  obligation. 

That  moral  refiftance,  as  gene¬ 
ral  as  fubiime,  which  has  reduced 
our  enemies  to  confufion  and  de- 
fpair  in  the  midft  of  their  vi&ories, 
muft  not  receive  lefs  reward. 
Thofe  battles  which  are  loft,  thofe 
armies  which  are  deftroyed,  not 
without  producing  new  battles, 
creating  new  armies,  and  again 
difplaying  the  ftandard  of  loyalty 
on  the  afhes  and  ruins  which  the 
enemies  abandon ;  thofe  foldiers 
who,  difperfed  in  one  aCtion,  re¬ 
turn  to  offer  themfelves  for  ano¬ 
ther  ;  that  populace  which  de- 
fpoiled  of  almoft  all  they  poffeffed 
returned  to  their  homes  to  fhare 
the  wretched  remains  of  their  pro¬ 
perty  with  the  defenders  of  their 
country  ;  that  concert  of  lament¬ 
able  and  defpairing  groans  and 
patriotic  fongs  ;  that  ftruggle,  in 
fine,  of  ferocity  and  barbarity  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  refiftance 
and  invincible  conftancy  on  the 
other,  prefent  a  whole  as  terrible 
as  magnificent,  which  Europe  con¬ 
templates  with  altonifhment,  and 
which  hiftory  will  one  day  record 
in  letters  of  gold  for  the  admira¬ 
tion  and  example  of  pofterity.  A 
people  fo  magnanimous  and  gene¬ 
rous  ought  only  to  be  governed  by 
laws  which  are  truly  fuch,  and 
which  (hall  bear  the  great  cha¬ 
racter  of  public  confent  and  com¬ 
mon  utility,  a  character  which 
they  can  only  receive  by  emanat* 
ing  from  the  auguft  aiTembly 
which  has  been  announced  to  you. 
The  Junta  had  propofed  that  it 
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fhould  be  held  during  the  whole 
of  the  enfuing  year,  or  fooner, 
if,  circumftances  fhould  permit. 
But  in  the  time  which  has  inter¬ 
vened  fines  the  refolution,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  public  events  have  agi¬ 
tated  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
the  difference  of  opinion,  relative 
to  the  organization  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
our  fundamental  laws,  has  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  Junta  to  thefe 
important  objeds  with  which  it 
has  latterly  been  profoundly  occu¬ 
pied.  It  has  been  recommended, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  the  prefent 
government  fhould  be  converted 
into  a  regency  of  three  or  five 
perfons :  and  this  opinion  has  been 
reprefented  as  fupported  by  one  of 
our  ancient  laws,  applicable  to  our 
prefent  fituation.  But  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  the  kingdom  was, 
when  the  French  threw  off  the 
mafk  of  friendfnip,  to  execute 
their  treacherous  ufurpation,  is 
lingular  in  our  hiftory,  and  cannot 
have  been  forefeen  in  our  inftitu- 
tions.  Neither  the  infancy,  nor 
the  infanity,  nor  even  the  capti¬ 
vity  of  the  prince,  in  the  ufual 
way  in  which  thefe  evils  occur, 
can  be  compared  with  our  prefent 
cafe,  and  the  deplorable  fituation 
to  which  it  has  reduced  us.  A 
political  pofition  entirely  new  re¬ 
quires  political  forms  and  prin¬ 
ciples  likewife  entirely  new.  To 
expel  the  French,  to  reftore  to  his 
liberty  and  his  throne-  our  adored 
king,  and  to  eftabiifh  folid  and 
permanent  bafes  of  good  govern¬ 
ment,  are  the  maxims  which  gave 
the  impulfe  to  our  revolution,  are 
thofe  which  fupport  and  dired  it ; 
and  that  government  will  be  the 
beft  which  fhall  molt  promote  and 
fulfil  thefe  three  wifhes  of  the 


Spaniib  nation.  Does  the  regen¬ 
cy  of  which  that  law  fpeaks  pro- 
mife  us  this  fecurity  ?  What  in¬ 
conveniences,  what  dangers,  how 
many  divifions,  how  many  parties, 
how  many  ambitious  pretenfions, 
within  and  without  the  kingdom  ; 
how  much,  and  how  juft,  difeon- 
tent  in  our  Americas,  now  called 
to  have  a  fhare  in  the  prefent 
government  ?  What  would  become 
of  our  Cortes,  our  liberty,  the 
cheering  profpeds  of  future  wel¬ 
fare  and  glory  which  now  prefent 
themfeives  ?  What  "would  become 
of  the  objed  moft  valuable  and 
dear  to  the  Spanifh  nation — -the 
prefer vation  of  the  rights  of  Fer¬ 
dinand  ?  The  advocates  for  this 
inftitution  ought  to  fhudder  at  the 
immenfe  danger  to  which  they  ex- 
pofed  themfeives,  and  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  by  it  they  afforded  to 
the  tyrant  a  new  opportunity  of 
buying  and  felling  them.  Let  us 
bow  with  reverence  to  the  venera¬ 
ble  antiquity  of  the  law  ;  but  let 
us  profit  by  the  experience  of 
ages.  Let  us  open  our  annals, 
and  trace  the  hiftory  of  our  re¬ 
gencies.  What  fhall  we  find  ?  a 
pidure  equally  melancholy  and 
frightful,  of  defolation,  of  civil 
war,  of  rapine,  and  of  human  de¬ 
pravity,  in  unfortunate  Caftile. 

Doubtlefs,  in  great  ftates,  power 
is  more  beneficially  exercifed  by 
few  than  by  many.  Secrecy  in 
deliberation,  unity  in  concert,  ac¬ 
tivity  in  meafures,  and  celerity  in 
execution,  are  indifpenfable  requi- 
fites  for  the  favourable  iffue  of  the 
ads  of  government,  and  are  pro¬ 
perties  of  a  concentrated  authority 
only.  The  Supreme  Junta  has, 
therefore,  juft  concentrated  its 
own  with  that  prudent  circum- 
fpedion  which  neither  expofes  the 
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ft  ate  to  the  ofcillations  confequent 
upon  every  change  of  government, 
nor  materially  affebls  the  unity  of 
the  body  which  is  entrufted  with 
it*  Henceforth  a  feblion  compofed 
of  the  removable  members,  will 
be  fpecially  in  veiled  with  the  ne- 
ceffary  authority  to  direct  thofe 
meafures  of  the  executive  power, 
which  from  their  nature  require 
fecrecy,  energy,  and  difpatch. 
Another  opinion  hoftile  to  the 
regency,  equally  contradicts  what¬ 
ever  innovation  may  be  attempted 
to  be  made  in  the  political  form 
which  the  government  has  at  pre- 
fent,  and  objects  to  the  intended 
Cortes  as  an  infufficient  reprefen- 
tation,  if  they  are  conllituted  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ancient  formalities, 
as  ill-timed  and  perhaps  hazard¬ 
ous,  in  refpeft  to  prefent  circum- 
ftances  ;  in  fhort,  as  ufelefs,  fince 
it  fuppofes  that  the  fuperior  Juntas, 
ereded  immediately  by  the  people, 
are  their  real  reprefen tatives.  But 
the  Junta  had  exprefsly  declared 
to  the  nation,  that  its  firft  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  great  objeCfc  would  be 
occupied  with  the  number,  mode, 
and  clafs  with  which  the  meeting 
of  this  auguft  ailembly  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  lituation  of  affairs  Ihould  be 
carried  into  effect ;  and  after  this 
declaration  it  is  quite  fuperlluous, 
not  to  fay  malicious,  to  fufpedt 
that  future  Cortes  are  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  rigid  and  exclufive 
forms  of  our  ancient  ones.  Yes, 
Spaniards,  you  are  going  to  have 
your  Cortes,  and  the  national  re- 
prefentation  will  in  them  be  as 
perfect  and  full  as  it  can  and  ought 
to  be  in  an  alfembly  of  fuch  high 
importance  and  eminent  dignity. 
You  are  going  to  have  Cortes, 
and  to  have  them  immediately, 
becaufe  the  urgent  lituation  in 


which  the  nation  is  placed,  impe- 
rioully  demands  it,  and  at  what 
time,  gracious  God,  can  it  adopt 
this  meafure  better  than  at  pre¬ 
fent  ?  When  an  obftinate  war  has 
exhaufted  all  the  ordinary  means ; 
when  the  egotifm  of  fome  and  the 
ambition  of  others  debilitate  and 
paralyfe  the  efforts  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  by  their  oppofition  or  in¬ 
difference  ;  when  they  feek  to 
eradicate  the  elfential  principle  of 
the  monarchy,  which  is  in  union  ; 
when  the  hydra  of  federalifm,  fo 
happily  lilenced  the  preceding 
year,  by  the  creation  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  power,  dares  again  to  raife  its 
poifonous  head,  and  endeavours  to 
precipitate  us  into  the  dilfolution 
of  anarchy  ;  when  the  fubtilty  of 
our  enemies  is  watching  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  our  divifions  difunite 
us,  to  deltroy  the  Hate,  and  to 
ereCt  their  throne  on  the  ruin 
which  our  dillraCfcions  alford  them. 
This  is  the  time — this,  to  collect 
in  one  point  the  national  dignity 
and  honour,  and  when  the  Spanifh 
people  may  will  and  decree  the 
extraordinary  furplus  which  a 
powerful  nation  ever  has  within  it 
for  its  falvation.  It  alone  can 
encounter  and  put  them  in  motion  ; 
it  alone  can  encourage  the  timidity 
of  fome  and  rellrain  the  ambition 
of  others  ;  it  alone  will  fupprefs 
importunate  vanity,  puerile  pre- 
tenfions,  and  infuriated  paflions, 
which,  unlefs  prevented,  go  to 
tear  in  pieces  the  government. 
It  will,  in  fine,  give  to  Europe  a 
frefh  example  of  its  religion,  its 
circumfpe&ion,  and  its  difcretion, 
in  the  juft  and  moderate  ufe  which 
it  is  about  to  make  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  liberty  in  which  it  is  con- 
fti tuted.  Thus  it  is  that  the 
Supreme  Junta,  which  immediately 
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recognized  this  national  reprefen- 
tation  as  a  right*  and  proclaimed 
it  as  a  reward,  now  invokes  and 
implores  it  as  the  moil:  neceffary 
and  efficacious  remedy  ;  and  has, 
therefore,  refolved  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  Cortes  of  the  monarchy, 
announced  in  the  decree  of  the 
22d  May,  {hall  be  convoked  on 
the  ift  day  of  January  in  the 
next  year,  in  order  to  enter  on 
their  auguft  functions  the  ift  day 
of  March  following.  When  that 
happy  day  has  arrived,  the  Junta 
{hall  fay  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation  : 

Ye  are  met  together,  O  Fathers 
of  your  Country  !  and  re -eft abl idl¬ 
ed  in  all  the  plenitude  of  your 
rights,  after  a  lapfe  of  three  cen¬ 
turies,  when  defpotifm  and  arbi¬ 
trary  power  diifolved  you,  in  order 
to  fubjedl  this  nation  to  all  the 
evils  of  fervitude.  The  aggreffion 
which  we  have  fuffered,  and  the 
war  which  we  maintain,  are  the 
fruits  of  the  moft  (hameful  oppref- 
lion  and  the  moft  unjuft  tyranny. 
The  provincial  Juntas,  who  were 
able  to  refill:  and  repulfe  the  enemy 
in  the  firft  impetus  of  his  invafton, 
invefted  the  Supreme  Junta  with 
the  fovereign  authority,  which 
they  exercifed  for  a  time,  to  give 
unity  to  the  ftate  and  concentrate 
its  power.  Called  to  the  exercife 
of  this  authority,  not  by  ambition 
or  intrigue,  but  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  provinces  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  the  individuals  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Junta  Ihewed  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  high  confidence  re- 
pofed  in  them,  by  employing  all 
their  vigilance  and  exertions  for 
the  prefervation  and  pofterity  of 
the  ftate.  The  magnitude  of  our 
efforts  will  be  apparent  from  the 
conlideration  of  the  enormity  of 


the  evil  which  preceded.  When 
the  power  was  placed  in  our  hands, 
our  armies,  half  formed,  were  un¬ 
provided  and  deftitute  of  every 
thing,  our  treafury  was  empty, 
and  our  refources  uncertain  and 
diftant.  The  defpot  of  France, 
availing  himfelf  of  the  tranquillity 
in  which  the  North  then  was, 
poured  upon  the  Peninfula  the 
military  power  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  the  moft  formidable  that 
has  been  known  in  the  world. 
His  veteran  legions,  better  pro¬ 
vided,  and  above  all  more  nu¬ 
merous,  ruftied  on  every  fide, 
though  much  to  their  coft,  againft 
our  armies,  deftitute  of  the  fame 
expertnefs  and  confidence.  A  new 
inundation  of  barbarians,  who  car¬ 
ried  defolation  through  all  the 
provinces  of  which  they  took  pof- 
feffion,  was  the  confequence  of 
thefe  reverfes,  and  the  ill-clofed 
wounds  of  our  unfortunate  country 
began  painfully  to  open  and  pour 
with  blood  in  torrents.  The  ftate 
thus  loft  half  its  ftrength  j  and 
when  the  Junta,  bound  to  fave 
the  honour,  the  independence,  and 
the  unity  of  the  nation  from  the 
impetuous  invafton  of  the  tyrant, 
took  refuge  in  Andalufia,  a  divi. 
fion  of  30,000  men  repaired  to 
the  walls  of  Saragoffa,  to  bury 
themfelves  in  its  ruins.  The 
army  of  the  centre  being  thus 
deprived  of  a  great  part  of  its 
ftrength,  did  not  give  to  its  ope¬ 
rations  that  a&ivity  and  energy 
which  muft  have  had  very  different 
refults  from  thofe  of  the  battle  of 
Ucles.  The  avenues  of  the  Sierra 
Morena  and  the  banks  of  the 
Tagus  were  only  defended  by  ill 
armed  handfuls  of  men,  to  whom 
could  fcarcely  be  given  the  name 
of  armies.  The  Junta,  however, 
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by  means  of  aftivity  and  facri- 
fices,  rendered  them  fo  :  routed 
and  difperfed  in  the  two  battles  of 
Ciudad  Real  and  Medellin,  inftead 
of  defpairing  of  the  country,  they 
redoubled  their  efforts,  and  in  a 
few  days  collected  and  oppofed  to 
the  enemy  70,000  infantry,  and 
12,000  cavalry. 

Thefe  forces  have  fince  fought, 
it  is  true,  with  ill  fuccefs,  but  al¬ 
ways  with  gallantry  and  glory. 
The  creation,  the  reparation,  and 
the  fubfiftence  of  thefe  armies  have 
more  than  abforbed  the  confidera- 
ble  fupplies  which  have  been  fent 
us  by  our  brethren  in  America. 
We  have  maintained  in  the  free 
provinces  unity,  order,  and  juftice, 
and  in  thofe  occupied  by  the  enemy 
we  have  exerted  our  endeavours  to 
preferve,  though  fecretly,  the  fire 
of  patriotifm  and  the  bonds  of 
loyalty.  We  have  vindicated  the 
national  honour  ^and  independence 
in  the  moft  complicated  and  diffi¬ 
cult  diplomatic  negociations  ;  and 
we  have  made  head  again!!  adver- 
fity,  without  fuffering  ourfelves  to 
defpair,  ever  trufling  that  we 
fhould  overcome  it  by  our  con- 
flancy.  We  have,  without  doubt, 
committed  errors,  and  we  would 
willingly,  were  it  poffible,  redeem 
it  with  our  blood  :  but  in  the 
confufion  of  events,  among  the 
mountains  of  difficulties  which 
furrounded  us,  who  coaid  be  cer¬ 
tain  of  always  being  in  the  right  ? 
Could  we  be  refponfible  becaufe 
one  body  of  troops  wanted  valour, 
and  another  confidence  ;  becaufe 
one  general  has  lefs  prudence,  and 
another  lefs  good  fortune  ?  Much, 
Spaniards,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
our  inexperience,  much  to  cir- 
cumflances,  but  nothing  to  our 


intention.  That  ever  has  been  to 
deliver  our  unfortunate  king  from 
flavery,  and  preferve  to  him  a 
throne  for  which  the  Spanifh  peo¬ 
ple  have  made  fuch  facrifices,  and 
to  maintain  it  free,  independent, 
and  happy.  We  have,  from  the 
time  of  our  inflitution,  promifed 
him  a  country  ;  we  have  decreed 
the  abolition  of  arbitrary  power, 
from  the  time  we  announced  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  our  Cortes. 
Such  is,  Spaniards,  the  ufe  we 
have  made  of  the  unlimited  power  - 
and  authority  confided  to  us  ;  and 
when  your  wifdom  ffiall  have 
eflablifhed  the  bafis  and  foim  of 
government  mofl  proper  for  the 
independence  and  good  of  the  ftate, 
we  will  refign  the  authority  into 
the  hands  you  fhall  point  out, 
contented  with  the  glory  of  hav- 
ing  given  to  the  Spaniards  the 
dignity  of  a  nation  legitimately 
conflituted.  May  this  folemn  and 
magnificent  affembly  be  produdlive 
of  efficacious  means,  energy,  and 
fortune ;  may  it  be  an  immenfe 
inextinguifhable  volcano,  from 
which  may  flow  torrents  of  patri¬ 
otifm  to  revivify  every  part  of 
this  vafl  monarchy,  to  inflame  all 
minds  with  that  fublime  enthufi- 
afm  which  produces  the  fafety  and 
glory  of  nations,  and  the  defpair 
of  tyrants  ;  and  yourfelves,  noble 
fathers  of  the  country,  to  the  ele¬ 
vation  of  your  high  duties,  and 
Spain  exalted  with  you  to  an 
equally  brilliant  deftiny,  fhall  fee 
returned  into  her  bofom  for  her 
happinefs,  Ferdinand  VII th  and 
his  unfortunate  family  ;  fhall  fee 
her  Tons  enter  on  the  path  of  prof- 
peri  ty  and  glory  which  they  ought 
henceforth  to  purfue,  and  receive 
the  crown  of  the  fublime  and  al- 
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mod  divine  efforts  which  they  are 
making. 

Marquis  of  Astorga, 
Prefident. 

Pedro  de  Rivero, 
Secretary-General. 


Proclamation  of  the  Junta ,  dated 

Royal  Alcazar  of  Seville,  Nov. 

21,  1809. 

Spaniards  1— Our  enemies  an¬ 
nounce,  as  pofitively  certain,  a 
peace  in  Germany,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  which  accompany  this  no¬ 
tice  give  it  a  character  of  truth 
which  leaves  little  room  for  doubt. 
They  already  threaten  us  with  the 
powerful  reinforcements  which  they 
fuppofe  to  be  marching  to  complete 
our  ruin  ;  already,  probably  elated 
with  the  favourable  afped  with 
which  their  affairs  in  the  north 
have  affumed,  they  infolently  ex¬ 
hort  us  to  fubmit  to  the  clemency 
of  the  conqueror,  and  tamely  bow 
our  necks  to  the  yoke.  No,  fer- 
vants  of  Buonaparte  !  [the  addrefs 
afterwards  continues,]  placed  as 
we  are  by  your  bafenefs,  between 
ignominy  and  death,  what  choice 
would  you  wilh  a  brave  nation  to 
make,  but  to  defend  itfelf  to  the 
lad  extremity  ?  Continue  to  rob, 
murder,  and  deftroy,  as  you  have 
done  for  thefe  twenty  months  pad  ; 
increafe  that  inceffantly  eternal 
hatred  and  third  for  vengeance 
which  we  mud  ever  feel  towards 
you.  Shall  we  fall  at  the  feet  of 
the  crowned  Have  whom  Buona¬ 
parte  has  fent  us  for  a  king,  be- 
caufe  he  burns  our  temples,  aidri- 
butes  our  virgins  and  matrons 
among  his  odious  fatellites,  and 
fends  our  youth  as  a  tribute  to  the 
French  Minotaur  ?  Think  not. 


Spaniards,  that  the  Junta  addreffes 
you  thus  to  excite  your  valour  by 
the  arts  of  language — What  occa- 
fion  is  there  for  words,  when  things 
fpeak  fo  plainly  for  themfelves  ? 
Your  houfes  are  demolifhed,  your 
temples  polluted,  your  fields  ra¬ 
vaged,  your  families  difperfed,  or 
hurried  to  the  grave.  Shall  we 
confent  to  the  total  dedrudion  of 
our  holy  religion  in  which  we  were 
born,  and  which  we  have  fo  fo- 
lemnly  fworn  to  preferve  ?  Our 
country  is  laid  wade,  and  we  are 
infulted,  and  treated  as  a  vile  herd 
of  cattle,  which  are  bought  and 
fold,  and  llaughtered  when  our 
mader  pleafes.  Remember,  Spa¬ 
niards,  the  vile  and  treacherous 
manner  in  which  this  ufurper  tore 
from  us  our  king.  He  called  him- 
felf  his  ally,  his  protector,  his 
friend;  he  pretended  to  give  him 
the  kifs  of  peace,  but  his  embraces 
are  the  folds  of  the  ferpent,  which 
twine  round  the  innocent  vidim, 
and  drag  him  to  his  cavern.  Such 
perfidy  is  unknown  to  civilized 
nations?and  fcarcely  pradifed  among 
the  mod  barbarous.  The  fovereign 
we  idolize  is  condemned  to  groan 
in  folitude,  furrounded  by  guards 
and  fpies.  Amidd  his  fufferings,  he 
can  only  filently  implore  the  valour 
of  his  beloved  Spaniards  for  liberty 
or  vengeance.  There  can  be  no 
peace  while  thefe  things  fubfid. 
That  Spain  may  be  free,  is  the 
univerfal  wifh  of  the  nation.  That 
Spain  may  be  free,  or  that  it 
may  become  an  immenfe  defart, 
one  vad  fepulchre,  where  the  accu¬ 
mulated  carcafes  of  French  and 
Spaniards  fhall  exhibit  to  future 
ages  our  glory  and  their  ignominy. 
But  this  wretched  iate  is  not  to  be 
feared  by  brave  men.  Vidory, 
fooner  or  later,  mud  be  the  reward 
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bf  fortitude  and  conftancy.  What 
but  thefe  defended  the  fmali  repub¬ 
lics  of  Greece  from  the  barbarous 
invafion  of  Xerxes  ?  What  protect¬ 
ed  the  capitol  when  aflaifed  by  the 
Gauls  ?  What  preferred  it  from 
the  arms  of  Hannibal  ?  What,  in 
more  modern  times,  refctied  the 
Swifs  from  German  tyranny,  and 
gave  independence  to  Holland  ? 
What,  in  fine,  infpires  at  prefent 
the  Tyrolefe  with  fuch  heroic  re- 
folution,  that,  though  furrounded 
on  every  fide  by  enemies,  and 
abandoned  by  their  protestors, 
they  take  refuge  in  their  rocks, 
and  on  the  fummits  of  their  moun¬ 
tains,  and  hurl  defiance  and  defeat 
on  the  battalions  of  the  conqueror 
of  Dantzic.  The  God  of  armies, 
for  whom  we  fuffer,  will  give  us 
fuccefs,  and  conduCt  us  through  all 
the  dangers  that  furround  us  to  the 
throne  of  independence.  Spaniards, 
the  Junta  announces  this  to  you 
frankly,  that  you  may  not  for  a 
moment  be  ignorant  of  the  danger 
which  threatens  your  country  ;  it 
announces  it  to  you  with  confi¬ 
dence  that  you  will  fhew  yourfelves 
worthy  of  the  caufe  which  you  de¬ 
fend,  and  of  the  admiration  of  the 
univerfe.  [The  addrefs  goes  on  to 
exhort  the  Spanifh  nation  to  fub- 
mit  to  every  privation,  and  to 
make  every  facrifice  to  save  the 
ftate.]  When  the  form  rages,  the 
moft  valuable  treafures  muft  be 
thrown  into  the  fea  to  fave  the 
veffel  from  finking.  Periili  the 
man  whofe  felfifhnefs  can  render 
him  wanting  in  his  duty,  or  induce 
him  to  conceal  what  is  neceffary  to 
be  diftributed  among  his  brethren, 
for  the  common  defence !  Perifh  a 
rhoufand  times  the  wretch  who 
can  prefer  his  own  intereft  to  the 
deliverance  of  his  country  !  All 


fuch  the  ffate  will  feverely  punifh. 
Our  enemies  omit  no  means  which 
can  be  employed  for  our  deftruc- 
tion,  and  fhall  we  negleCt  any 
which  can  conduce  to  our  preferva- 
tion  ?  There  are  provinces  which 
have  driven  out  the  enemy  from 
among  them;  and  (hall  not  thofe, 
who  have  not  yet  fuffered  from 
fuch  a  fcourge,  facrifice  every  thing 
to  preferve  themfeives  from  it  ? 
Our  brave  foldiers  endure  the  ri¬ 
gours  of  winter,  and  the  fcorching 
heats  of  fummer,  and  nobly  en¬ 
counter  all  the  dangers  of  battle ; 
and  fhall  we,  remaining  quietly  at 
our  homes,  forgetful  of  their  in¬ 
calculable  fatigues,  think  only  of 
preferving  our  wifhes,  and  refufe  to 
refign  even  the  leak  of  our  luxuri¬ 
ous  enjoyments  ?  The  vidory 
muft  be  ours,  if  we  continue  and 
conclude  the  great  enterprize  we 
have  undertaken  with  the  fame 
enthufiafm  with  which  we  began  it. 
The  coloflal  mafs  of  force  and  re¬ 
ft  ft  ance  which  we  muft  oppofe  'to 
our  enemy,  muft  be  compofed  of 
the  forces  of  all,  of  the  facrifices 
of  all;  and  then  what  will  it  im¬ 
port,  that  he  pours  upon  us  anew 
the  legions  with  which  he  has  been 
fuccefsful  in  Germany,  or  the  fwarm 
of  confcripts  he  endeavours  to  drag 
from  France  ?  The  experience  we 
have  obtained  in  two  campaigns, 
and  our  very  defperation,  will 
confign  these  hordes  of  banditti  to 
the  fame  fate  which  the  former 
have  fuffered.  If  fome  of  the  mo. 
narchs  of  the  North  have  confent- 
ed  to  become  the  flaves  of  this  new 
Tamerlane,  and  at  the  expenfe  of 
ages  of  infamy  have  purchafed  a 
moment’s  refpite  till  their  turn  fhall 
come  to  be  devoured,  we  are  re- 
folved  to  perifh  or  triumph.  The 
alliance  we  have  contracted  with 
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the-  Britifh  nation  continues,  and 
will  continue.  That  nation  has 
lavifhed  for  us  its  blood  and  its 
treafures,  and  is  entitled  to  our 
gratitude,  and  that  of  future  ages. 
— -[The  addrefs  thus  concludes] — 
Here  was  drawn,  never  to  be 
ftieathed,  the  fword  of  eternal  ha¬ 
tred  to  the  execrable  tyrant ;  here 
was  raifed,  never  to  be  lowered, 
the  ftandard  of  independence  and 
juftice.  Hafien  to  it  all  ye  who 
wifh  not  to  live  under  the  abomina¬ 
ble  yoke,  ye  who  cannot  enter  into 
a  league  with  iniquity,  and  ye 
who  are  indignant  at  the  cowardly 
defertion  of  deluded  princes,  haften 
to  us.  Here  the  valiant  fliall  find 
opportunities  of  acquiring  true 
honour;  the  wife  and  virtuous  ob¬ 
tain  refpeCt,  and  the  oppreffed  find 
an  afylum — our  caufe  is  the  fame, 
the  fame  be  our  danger,  the  fame 
our  reward.  Come  hither,  and  in 
defpite  of  all  the  arts,  and  all  the 
power  of  this  inhuman  defpot,  you 
fhall  witnefs  how  we  will  render 
dim  his  ftar,  and  be  ourfelves  the 
creators  of  our  own  deftiny. 

(Signed)  The  Archbishop  of 
Lagdtcea,  Prefident. 

Pedro  de  River,  Secretary. 


Proteff  again/}  Buonaparte — 
Bins  VII.  Pontiff . 

The  dark  defigns,  conceived  by 
the  enemies  of  the  Apoftolic  See, 
have  at  length  been  accomplifhed. 

After  the  violent  and  unjufi: 
fpoliation  of  the  fairefi:  and  mod 
confiderable  portion  of  our  domi¬ 
nions,  vve  behold  ourfelves,  under 
unworthy  pretexts,  and  with  fo 
much  the  greater  injuftice,  entirely 
ftripped  of  our  temporal  Sovereign¬ 
ty,  to  which  our  fpiritual  indepen¬ 


dence  is  intimately  united.  In  the 
midft  of  this  cruel  perfecution  we 
are  comforted  by  the  reflection, 
that  we  encounter  fuchaheavy  mifi. 
fortune,  not  for  any  offence  given 
to  the  emperor  or  to  France,  which 
has  always  been  the  objeCt  of  our 
affectionate  paternal  folicitude,  nor 
for  any  intrigue  of  worldly  policy  , 
but  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  betray 
our  duties. 

To  pleafe  men  and  to  difpleafe 
God  is  not  allowed  to  any  one  pro- 
fefling  the  Catholic  Religion,  and 
much  lefs  can  it  be  permitted  to  its 
Head  and  Promulgator. 

As  we,  befides,  owe  it  to  God 
and  the  Church,  to  hand  down  our 
rights  uninjured  and  untouched,  we 
protefl  againft  this  new  violent 
fpoliation,  and  declare  it  null  and 
void. 

We  rejeCt,  with  the  firmeft  refo- 
lution,  any  allowance  which  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  may  intend 
to  afiign  us,  and  to  the  individuals 
compofing  our  College. 

We  fhould  all  cover  ourfelves 
with  ignominy  in  the  face  of  the 
church,  if  we  fuffered  our  fubfifl- 
ence  to  depend  on  the  power  of  him 
who  ufurps  her  authority. 

We  commit  ourfelves  entirely  to 
Providence,  and  to  the  affedlion  of 
the  faithful,  and  we  fhall  be  con¬ 
tented  pioufly  to  terminate  the  bit¬ 
ter  career  of  our  forrowful  days. 

We  adore  with  profound  humi¬ 
lity  God’s  infcrutable  decrees  ;  we 
invoke  his  commiferation  upon  our 
good  fubjeCts,  who  will  ever  be  our 
joy  and  our  crown  ;  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  in  this  hardeft  of  trials  done 
what  our  duties  required  of  us,  we 
exhort  them  to  preferve  always  un¬ 
touched  the  religion  and  the  faith, 
and  to  unite  themfelves  to  us,  for 
the  purpofe  of  conjuring  with  fighs 

and 
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and  tears,  both  in  the  clofet  and 
before  the  altar,  the  Supreme  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Light,  that  he  may  vouch- 
fafe  to  change  the  bafe  defigns  of 
our  perfecutors. 

Given  at  our  Apoftolic  Palace, 
del  Quirinale,  this  iothof  June, 
1809.  ( Locus  Signi ) 

Pius  Papa  VII. 


Excommunication  of  Buonaparte. 

Pius  VII.  Pontiff. 

By  the  authority  of  God  AI- 
mighty,  and  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Peter,  we  declare  you,  and  ail  your 
co-operators  in  the  aft  of  violence 
which  you  are  executing,  to  have 
incurred  the  fame  excommunica¬ 
tion,  which  we  in  our  apoftolic 
letters,  contemporaneoufly  affixing 
in  the  ufual  places  of  this  city,  de¬ 
clare  to  have  been  incurred  by  all 
thofe  who,  on  the  violent  invalion 
of  this  city  on  the  fecond  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  of  laft  year,  were  guilty  of 
the  afts  of  violence,  againft  which 
we  have  protefted,  as  well  really 
in  fo  many  declarations,  that  by 
our  order  have  been  iflued  by  our 
fucceffive  Secretaries  of  State,  as 
alfo  in  two  confiftorial  collocations 
of  the  1 6th  of  March,  and  the 
nth  July,  1808,  in  common  with 
all  their  agents,  abettors,  advifers, 
and  whoever  elfe  have  been  accef- 
fary  to,  or  himfelf  been  engaged  in, 
the  execution  of  thofe  attempts. 

Given  at  Rome,  Santa  Maria 
Maggiore,  June  10th,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  our  Pontificate. 

( Locus  Signi  ) 

Pius  Papa  VII. 


/ 

Proclamation  of  the  Archduke  Charles , 
dated  V ienna ,  April 6,  1809. 


[6.91 

The  protection  of  our  country 
calls  us  to  new  exploits.  As  long 
as  it  was  poffible  to  preferve  peace 
by  means  of  facrifices,  and  as  long 
as  thefe  facrifices  were  confident 
with  the  honour  of  the  throne,  with 
the  fecurity  of  the  Hate,  and  with 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  the  heart 
of  our  bountiful  fovereign  fuppreflf- 
ed  every  painful  feeling  in  filence  ; 
but  when  all  endeavours  to  preferve 
happy  independence  from  the  infa- 
tiable  ambition  of  a  foreign  con¬ 
queror  prove fruitlefs,  when  nations 
are  falling  around  us,  and  when 
lawful  fovereigns  are  torn  from  the 
hearts  of  their  fubjefts ;  when  in  fine 
the  danger  of  univerfal  fubjugation 
threatens  even  the  happy  Hates  of 
Auftria,  and  their  peaceable  fortu¬ 
nate  inhabitants ;  then  does  our 
country  demand  its  deliverance 
from  us,  and  we  Hand  forth  in  its 
defence. 

On  you,  my  dear  brother  fol- 
diers,  are  fixed  the  eyes  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  of  ail  thofe  who  Hill  feel 
for  national  honours  and  national 
profperity.  You  fhall  not  fhare 
the  difgrace  of  becoming  the  tools 
of  oppreffion.  You  (hall  not  carry 
on  the  endlefs  wars  of  ambition 
under  diftant  climes.  Your  blood 
(hall  never  flow  for  foreign  fleets 
and  foreign  covetoufnefs ;  not  on 
you  fhall  the  curfe  alight  to  annihi¬ 
late  innocent  nations,  and  over  the 
bodies  of  the  flaughtered  defenders 
of  their  country  to  pave  the  way 
for  a  foreigner  to  the  ufurped 
throne.  A  happier  lot  awaits  you  : 
the  liberty  of  Europe  has  taken  re¬ 
fuge  under  our  banners.  Your 
viftories  will  loofe  its  fetters,  and 
your  brothers  in  Germany,  yet  in 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  long  for 
their  deliverance.  You  are  engaged 
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in  a  juft  caufe,  otherwife  I  fhould 
not  appear  at  your  bead. 

On  the  fields  of  Ulm  and  Ma¬ 
rengo,  whereof  the  enemy  fo  often 
remind  us  with  oftentatious  pride, 
on  thofe  fields  will  we  renew  the 
glorious  deeds  of  Wurtsburgh  and 
Oftrach,  of  Liptingen  (Stockach) 
and  Zurich;  of  Verona,  of  the 
Trebbia  and  Novi.  We  will  con¬ 
quer  a  lading  peace  for  our  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  the  great  aim  is  not  to  be 
attained  without  great  virtues. 
Unconditional  fubordination,  ftrift 
difeipline,  perfevering  courage, 
and  unfhaken  fteadinefs  in  danger, 
are  the  companions  of  true  forti¬ 
tude.  Only  a  union  of  will,  and  a 
joint  co-operation  of  the  whole, 
lead  to  vidory. 

My  fovereign  and  brother  has 
in  veiled  me  with  extenfive  powers 
to  reward  and  to  puniih.  I  will 
be  every  where  in  the  midft  of 
you,  and  you  fhall  receive  the  firft 
thanks  of  your  country  from  your 
general  on  the  field  of  battle.  The 
patriotifra  of  many  of  the  Auftrian 
nobiiity  has  anticipated  your 
wants:  this  is  a  pledge  in  the 
fulleft  meafure,  of  the  public  grati¬ 
tude  :  but  puniihment  fhall  alfo, 
with  inflexible  rigour,  fall  on  every 
breach  of  duty  :  merit  fhall  meet 
with  reward,  and  offence  with  ani- 
madverfion,  without  diftindion  of 
perfon  or  rank ;  branded  with 
difgrace  fhall  the  worthlefs  perfon 
be  caft  out  to  whom  life  is  dearer 
than  his  and  our  honour.  Adorn¬ 
ed  with  the  marks  of  public  efteem, 
will  I  prefent  to  your  fovereign,  to 
the  world,  thofe  brave  men  who 
have  deferved  well  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  whofe  names  I  will  ever 
carry  in  my  heart. 

There  remains  one  confideration 
which  I  muft  put  you  in  mind  of : 


the  foldier  is  only  formidable  td 
the  enemy  in  arms ;  civil  virtues 
muft  not  be  ftrangers  to  him  :  out 
of  the  field  of  battle,  towards  the 
unarmed  citizens  and  peafants,  he 
is  moderate,  compaflionate,  and 
humane :  he  knows  the  evils  of 
war,  and  ftrives  to  lighten  them  ;  I 
will  punifh  every  wanton  excefs 
with  fo  much  greater  feverity,  as  it 
is  not  the  intention  of  our  monarch 
to  opprefs  neighbouring  countries, 
but  to  deliver  them  from  their  op- 
preffors,  and  to  form  with  their 
princes  a  powerful  bond  in  order  to 
bring  about  a  lafting  peace,  and  to 
maintain  the  general  welfare  and 
fecurity.  Soon  will  foreign  troops, 
in  ftrift  union  with  us,  attack  the 
common  enemy.  Then,  brave 
companions  in  arms !  honour  and 
fupport  them  as  your  brothers  ;not 
vain  glorious  high  words,  but 
manly  deeds,  do  honour  to  the 
warrior  :  by  intrepidity  before  the 
enemy  you  muft  fhew  yourfelves  to 
be  the  firft  foldiers. 

Thus  then  fnall  I  one  day  lead 
you  back  to  your  own  country, 
followed  by  the  refpedt  of  the 
enemy,  and  by  the  gratitude  of  fo¬ 
reign  nations,  after  having  fecured 
by  your  arms  an  honourable  peace, 
when  the  fatisfadlion  of  our  mo¬ 
narch,  the  approbation  of  the 
world,  the  rewards  of  valour,  the 
bleflings  of  your  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  confcioufnefs  of  deferved 
repofe  await  you. 

Charles, 

Archduke,  Generaliflimo. 


P reclamation  difperfed  by  the  Arch¬ 
duke  John f  on  his  Entrance  into 
Italy  :■ — 

“  Italians! — Giveeartothe 
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voice  of  truth  and  reafon.  Thefe 
tell  you  that  you  are  the  Haves  of 
France  ;  that  for  her  you  wafte 

your  gold  and  your  blood . 

The  kingdom  of  Italy  is  a  mere 
dream,  a  vain  name.  The  con- 
fcription,  the  burthens,  the  oppref. 
lions  of  every  kind,  the  nothing- 
nefs  of  your  political  exillence ; 
thefe  alone  are  realities. 

tf<  Reafon  alfo  tells  you,  that  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  degradation,  you 
can  neither  be  efteemed,  remain  at 
peace,  nor  be  Italians.  Do  you 
wifti  to  be  once  more  Italians  ? 
Unite,  then,  your  hearts,  and  your 
power  to  the  generous  arms  of  the 
Emperor  Francis.  At  this  moment 
he  caufes  a  powerful  body  to  de- 
fcend  into  Italy.  He  fends  them, 
not  to  gratify  an  idle  third  of  con- 
queft,  but  to  defend  himfelf,  and 
fecure  the  independence  of  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  which  are 
threatened  by  a  fucceflion  of  at¬ 
tacks  that  allow  no  doubt  of  the 
inevitable  llavery  prepared  for 
them. 

“  If  God  protect  the  virtuous 
exertions  of  the  Emperor  Francis, 
and  his  mighty  allies,  Italy  fhall  be 
again  happy,  and  once  more  re- 
fpe&ed  in  Europe.  The  head  of 
the  church  will  poflefs  again  his 
freedom  and  his  dominions;  and  a 
conflitution  founded  on  nature  and 
true  policy,  (hall  blefs  the  Italian 
foil,  and  render  it  impenetrable  to 
any  foreign  power. 

<f  It  is  Francis  who  promifes 
you  fo  happy  and  glorious  an  exift- 
j*nce.  Europe  knows  it ;  the  word 
of  this  prince  is  facred — is  as  im¬ 
mutable  as  pure  ;  Heaven  fpeaks 
through  his  lips.  Awake  then, 
Italians.  Roufe  yourfelves.  Of 
whatever  party  you  have  been  or 
now  are,  fear  nothing,  for  you  are 


Italians.  We  come  not  to  inveli  i- 
gate— to  punifti  ;  we  come  to  aid— 
to  deliver  you.  Will  you  remain 
in  the  ftate  of  confufion  in  which 
you  are  funken  ?  Will  you  behave 
otherwife  than  the  Spaniards,  that 
people  of  heroes,  whole  words  and 
actions  are  in  harmony  ? 

((  Do  you  love  lefs  than  they, 
your  holy  religion,  your  honour, 
and  the  name  of  your  nation  ?  Do 
you  abhor  lefs  than  they,  bafe  fer- 
vitude,  becaufe  you  are  feduced  into 
its  fnares  by  fraudulent  fpeeches  ? 
though  the  treatment  you  have  ex¬ 
perienced  has  been  moft  oppoftte  to 
thofe  fpeeches,  Italians!  truth  and 
reafon  -fay  to  you,  that  fo  favoura¬ 
ble  an  occafton  never  offered  itfelf, 
of  throwing  off  the  yoke  caft  upon 
Italy.  They  tell  you,  that  if  you 
do  not  liften  to  them,  you  incur  the 
danger  arifing  from  a  victorious 
army,  which  fubdues  without  con- 
fideration  a  people  without  a 
name  and  without  rights  ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  if  you  cling  to  your 
deliverers,  and  conquer  with  them, 
Italy  will  re-affume  its  ftation 
among  the  great  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  may  become  again  what 
it  once  was,  the  firft. 

<(  Italians  !  — ra  better  fate  is  in 
your  hands ;  in  hands  which  brought 
the  torch  of  illumination  into  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  reftored 
to  Europe,  when  funk  in  barbarity, 
the  fciences,  arts,  and  morals. 

€(  Ye  Milanefe,  Tufcans,  Ve¬ 
netians,  Piedmon tefe,  be  mindful 
of  the  period  of  your  ancient  being. 
The  days  of  peace  and  profpenty 
may  return  to  you  fairer  than  ever, 
if  your  condudt  render  you  worthy 
the  blefled  change. 

Italians  ! — Have  but  the  will, 
and  you  will  be  Italians  again  as 
glorieus  as  your  anceftors,  as  happy 
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and  contented  as  you  ever  were  In 
the  faireft  epoch  of  your  hiftory. 
u  John,  Archduke  of  Auftria.” 


Treaty  of  Peace  between  France  and 
Aufria ,  October  15,  1809. 

Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
and  the  conftitution  of  the  empire, 
emperor  of  the  French,  king  of 
Italy,  protedor  of  the  league  of 
the  Rhine,  Sc c.  Having  feen  and 
confidered  the  treaty  concluded, 
determined,  and  figned  at  Vienna, 
on  the  14th  of  the  month,  by  the 
Sieur  Nompere  de  Champagny,  our 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  in  vir- 
tue  of  the  full  powers  to  that  end 
given  him  by  us,  and  the  prince 
John  of  Lichtenftein,  marfhal  of 
the  armies  of  his  majefty  the  empe¬ 
ror  of  Auftria,  equally  provided 
with  full  powers— which  treaty  is 
of  the  following  tenor  ; — 

His  majefty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  king  of  Italy,  protestor  of 
the  league  of  the  Rhine,  mediator 
of  the  league  of  Switzerland  ;  and 
his  majefty  the  emperor  of  Auftria, 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,, 
being  equally  animated  with  the 
defire  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
which  has  ariien  between  them, 
have  refolved  to  negociate  forth¬ 
with  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
and  for  that  purpofe  have  appoint¬ 
ed  as  their  plenipotentiaries  name¬ 
ly  ; — his  majefty  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  king  of  Italy,  protec¬ 
tor  of  the  league  of  the  Rhine,  the 
Sieur  Jean  Baptifte  Nompere  count 
de  Champagny,  duke  of  Cadore, 
grand  eagle  bearer  of  the  legion  of 
honour,  commander  of  the  order  of 
the  iron  crown,  knight  of  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew  of  Ruffia,  grand  dig¬ 
nitary  of  that” of  the  two  Sicilies, 
grand  crofs  of  the  orders  of  the 


black  and  red  eagles  of  Prufiia-,  of 
the  order  of  St.  Jofeph  of  Wurtz- 
burg,  of  the  order  of  fidelity  of 
Baden,  of  the  order  of  Heffe  Darm- 
ftadt,  his  faid  majefty’s  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs ;  and  his  majefty 
the  emperor  of  Auftria,  king  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  fieur 
prince  John  of  Lichtenftein,  knight 
of  the  order  of  the  golden  fleece, 
grand  crofs  of  the  order  of  Maria 
Therefa,  chamberlain,  marlhal  of  the 
armies  of  his  faid  majefty  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Auftria,  and  proprietary 
commander  of  a  regiment  of  horfe 
in  his  fervice. 

Who  having  previoufly  exchange 
ed  their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles ; — 

Art.  I.  There  fhall,  from  the 
day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  the  prefent  treaty,  be 
peace  and  friendfhip  between  his 
majefty  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
king  of  Italy,  protestor  of  the 
league  of  the  Rhine  :  and  his  ma» 
jefty  the  emperor  of  Auftria,  king 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  their 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  their  ftates  and 
subjects  refpe&ively,  for  ever. 

II.  The  prefent  peace  is  alfo 
declared  to  be  common  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king  of  Spain,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king  of  Holland,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king  of  Naples,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king  of  Bavaria,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king  of  Wirternburg,  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Saxony,  and 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Weftphalia, 
his  moft  eminent  highnefs  the 
prince  primate,  their  royal  high- 
neffes  the  grand  duke  of  Baden, 
the  grand  duke  of  Berg,  the  grand 
duke  of  Heffe- Da  rmftadt,  the 
grand  duke  of  Wurtzburgh,  and 
all  the  princes  and  members  of  the 
league  of  the  Rhine,  the  allies,  in 
the  prefent  war,  of  his  majefty  the 
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emperor  of  the  French,  king  of 
Italy,  protector  of  the  league  of 
the  Rhine. 

III.  His  majefty  the  emperor  of 
Auftria,  king  of  Hungary  and  Bo¬ 
hemia,  cedes.,  as  well  for  himfelf, 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  as  for  the 
princes  of  his  houfe,  their  heirs 
and  refpeclive  fucceflbrs,  the  prin¬ 
cipalities,  lordfhips,  domains,  and 
territories,  herein-after  mentioned, 
and  alfo  all  titles  which  may  ac¬ 
crue  from  the  poffeflion  of  the 
fame  ;  and  all  properties,  whether 
manorial  or  held  by  them  under 
an  efpecial  title,  lying  within  the 
faid  territories. 

1.  He  cedes  and  transfers  to  his 
majefty  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
to  form  a  part  of  the  league  of  the 
Rhine,  and  to  be  placed  at  his  dif. 
pofition  for  the  intereft  of  thefove- 
reigns  of  the  league  : — The  terri¬ 
tories  of  Saltzburgh  and  Berch- 
tolsgaden ;  that  part  of  Upper 
Auftria,  fituate  on  the  further  fide 
of  a  line  running  from  the  Danube, 
at  the  village  of  Straas,  therein 
comprehending  Weiflenkirch,  We- 
oerfdorff,  Michelbach,  Greift, 
MuckenhofFen,  Held:  and  Jedina  ; 
thence  in  the  direHion  of  Schwand- 
ftadt  on  the  Aller,  and  thence 
afcending  the  town  of  Schwandftadt 
along  the  bank  of  that  river,  and 
the  lake  of  the  fame  name,  to  the 
point  where  the  lake  touches  upon 
the  territory  of  Saltzburg. 

His  majefty  the  emperor  of 
Auftria  fhall  only  retain  in  pro¬ 
perty  the  woods  belonging  to  the 
Salz-Cammer-Gut,  and  forming 
part  of  the  manor  of  Mondfee, 
with  liberty  to  cut  and  carry 
thence  the  brufh-wood,  but  with¬ 
out  enjoying  any  right  of  Sove¬ 
reignty  upon  that  territory. 

2,  He  alfo  cedes  to  his  majefty 


the  emperor  of  the  French,  king 
of  Italy,  the  county  of  Goritia, 
the  manor  of  Montefalcone,  the 
government  and  city  of  Triefte, 
Carniola,  with  its  dependencies  on 
the  Gulf  of  Triefte,  the  Circle  of 
Willach,  in  Carinthia,  and  all  the 
territories  lying  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Saave,  from  the  point  where 
that  river  leaves  Carniola,  along 
its  courfe  to  where  it  touches  the 
frontiers  of  Bofnia  ;  namely  a  part 
of  provincial  Croatia,  fix  diftri&s 
of  military  Croatia,  Fiume,  and 
the  Hungarian  Littorale,  Auftrian 
Iftria,  or  the  diftrid:  of  Caftua, 
the  iflands  depending  on  the  ceded 
territories,  and  all  other  territo¬ 
ries,  howfoever  named,  upon  the 
right  bank  of  the  Saave ;  the 
middle  ftream  of  the  faid  river 
ferving  as  the  boundary  between 
the  two  States. 

Laftly,  the  lordftiip  of  Radzuns 
lyiag  in  the  Graubunderland. 

3.  He  cedes  and  makes  over  to 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Saxony, 
the  territory  of  Bohemia  depend¬ 
ing  upon,  and  included  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  kingdom  of  Saxony, 
namely,  the  parifties  and  villages 
of  GunterfdorfF,  Taubantranke, 
Gerlochftieim,  Lenkerfdorf,  Schir- 
gifwald,  Winkel,  &c. 

4.  He  cedes  and  makes  over  to 
the  king  of  Saxony,  to  be  united 
to  the  duchy  ofWarfaw,  the  whole 
of  Wefter  or  New  Gallicism  a  dif- 
trift  round  Cracow,  upon  the  right 
bank  of  the  Viftula,  to  be  hereafter 
afcertained,  and  the  Circle  of  Za- 
mofc  in  eaftern  Gallicia. 

The  diftriH  round  Cracow,  upon 
the  right  bank  of  the  Viftula,  fhall 
in  the  direction  of  Podgorze,  have 
for  its  circumference  the  diftance 
from  Podgorze  to  Weiliczka.  The 
line  of  demarcation  fhall  pafs 
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through  Wieliczka,  and  to  the 
weftward  touch  upon  Scawina, 
and  to  the  eaftward  upon  the  Beek, 
which  falls  into  the  Viftula  at 
Brzdegy. 

Wieliczka  and  the  whole  of  the 
territory  of  the  Salt-pits  (hail  be¬ 
long  in  common  to  the  emperor  of 
Auftria,  and  the  king  of  Saxony. 
Juftice  fhall  be  adminiftered  there¬ 
in  in  the  name  of  the  municipal 
power ;  there  (hall  be  quartered 
there  only  the  troops  necelfary  for 
the  fupport  of  the  Police,  and  they 
fhall  confift:  of  equal  numbers  of 
thofe  of  both  nations.  The  Anf- 
trian  fait  from  Wieliczka,  in  its 
conveyance  over  the  Viftula,  and 
through  the  Duchy  of  Warfaw, 
ftiall  not  be  fubjedl  to  any  toll- 
duties.  Corn  of  all  kinds,  raifed 
in  Auftrian  Gallicia,  may  alfo  be 
freely  exported  acrofs  the  Viftula. 

His  majefty  the  emperor  of  Auf¬ 
tria,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Saxony,  may  form  fuch  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  regard  to  thefe  boun¬ 
daries,  as  that  the  Sau,  from  the 
point  where  it  touches  upon  the 
Circle  of  Zamofc,  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Viftula,  fhall  ferve  as  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  both 
ftates. 

5.  He  cedes  and  makes  over  to 
his  majefty  the  emperor  of  Ruflia, 
in  the  eafternmoft  part  of  Gallicia, 
a  traCt  of  territory  containing  a 
population  of  400,000  fouls,  the 
city  of  Brodi  being,  neverthelefs, 
not  therein  included.  This  terri¬ 
tory  fhall  be  amicably  afcertained 
by  Commiflioners  on  the  part  of 
both  empires. 

IV.  The  Teutonic  Order  having 
been  abolifhed  in  the  States  of  the 
league  of  the  Rhine,  his  majefty 
the  emperor  of  Auftria,  in  the 
name  of  his  Imperial  Highnefs  the 


Archduke  Anthony,  abdicates  the 
Grand  Mafterfhip  of  that  Order  in 
his  States,  and  recognizes  the  dif- 
pofttions  taken  with  regard  to  the 
property  of  the  Order,  locally  fitu- 
ated  out  of  the  Auftrian  territory. 
Penftons  fhall  be  afligned  to  thofe 
who  have  been  on  the  civil  efta~ 
blilhment  of  the  Order. 

V.  The  debts  funded  upon  the 
territory  of  the  ceded  provinces 
and  allowed  by  the  States  of  the 
faid  provinces,  or  accruing  from 
expences  incurred  for  their  Admi- 
niftrations,  fhall  alone  follow  the 
fate  of  thofe  provinces. 

VI.  The  provinces  which  are  to 
be  reftored  to  his  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Auftria,  ftiall  be  adminif¬ 
tered  for  his  behoof  by  the  Auftrian 
Conftituted  Authorities,  from  the 
day  of  exchanging  the  Ratification 
of  the  prefen  t ;  and  the  Imperial 
Domains,  wherefoever  fituated, 
from  the  ift  of  November  next. 
It  is  neverthelefs  underftood,  that 
the  French  army  in  this  country 
fhall  take  for  thcdr  ufe  whatever 
articles  cannot  be  fupplied  by  their 
magazines  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
troops  and  the  wants  of  the  hofpi- 
tals ;  and  alfo  whatever  fhall  be 
necefiary  for  the  conveyance  of 
their  ftck,  and  the  evacuation  of 
the  magazines. 

An  arrangement  fhall  be  made 
between  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  refpe&ing  all  war  contribu¬ 
tions,  of  whatever  denomination, 
previoufly  impofed  on  the  Auftrian 
provinces  occupied  by  the  French 
and  allied  troops  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  arrangement  the  levying 
of  the  faid  contributions  fhall  ceafe 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of 
the  Ratifications. 

VII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  King  of  Italy,  en¬ 
gages 
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gages  to  give  no  obftru&ion  to  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  mer 
chandize  into  and  from  Auftria,  by 
way  of  the  port  of  Frame;  this, 
neverthelefs,  not  being  conftrued 
to  include  English  goods  or  manu¬ 
factures.  The  tranfit  duties  on  the 
goods  thus  imported  or  exported, 
fiiall  be  lower  than  upon  thofe 
of  all  other  nations,  the  kingdom 
of  Italy  excepted.  An  inquiry  fhall 
be  inftituted,  to  afcertain  whether 
any  advantages  can  be  allowed 
to  the  Auftrian  trade,  in  the  other 
ports  ceded  by  this  Treaty. 

VIII.  The  titles  of  domains, 
archives,  plans  and  maps  of  the 
countries,  towns,  and  fortreffes 
ceded,  fhall  be  given  up  within 
two  months  after  the  period  of  the 
Ratification. 

IX.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  Auftria,  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  engages  to  difcharge  the 
yearly  intereft,  arrears,  and  capi¬ 
tals,  invefted  in  fecurities  of  the 
Government,  States,  Bank,  Lot¬ 
tery,  or  other  public  eftablifh- 
ments,  by  subjects,  companies,  or 
corporate  bodies  in  France,  the 
Kingdom  of  Italy,  and  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Berg. 

Meafures  fhall  alfo  be  taken  to 
completely  liquidate  the  fum  due 
to  Mont  St.  Therefa,  now  Mont 
Napoleon,  at  Milan. 

X.  His  Majefty,  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  engages  to  procure  a 
full  and  complete  pardon  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Tyrol  and  Vo- 
ralberg,  who  have  taken  a  part  in 
the  infurredtion  ;  fo  that  they  fhall 
not  be  profecuted  either  in  perfon 
or  property. 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
Auftria  equally  engages  to  grant  a 
full  and  complete  pardon  to  thofe 
inhabitants  of  the  territories  of 


Gallicia,  of  which  he  returns  into 
poffeflion,  whether  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary,  public  officers,  or  private  in¬ 
dividuals,  who  have  taken  part  in 
the  levying  of  troops,  or  the  for¬ 
mation  of  judicial  or  municipal 
adminiftrations  ;  or  in  any  other 
proceeding  whatfoever  during  the 
war,  which  inhabitants  fhall  not  be 
profecuted  in  their  perfons  or  pro¬ 
perty. 

They  fhall  have  permiflion,  du¬ 
ring  a  period  of  fix  years,  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  properties,  of  what¬ 
ever  defeription  they  may  be  ;  to 
fell  their  eftates,  even  thofe  that 
have  been  confidered  inalienable, 
fuch  as  fidei  commtjjd  and  major  at  us  ; 
to  leave  the  country,  and  to  Carry 
with  them  the  produce  of  thefe 
Tales,  in  fpecie,  or  effects  of  any 
other  defeription,  without  paying 
any  duty  for  the  fame,  or  experi¬ 
encing  any  difficulty  or  obftrudiion. 

The  fame  permiflion,  and  for 
the  fame  period,  fhall  be  recipro¬ 
cally  allowed  to  the  inhabitants 
and  landholders  in  the  territories 
ceded  by  the  prefect  treaty. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Duchy 
of  Warfaw,  pofieffing  landed  eftates 
in  Auftrian  Gallicia,  whether  pub¬ 
lic  officers  or  private  individuals, 
fhall  enjoy  the  revenues  thereof, 
without  paying  any  duty  thereon, 
or  experiencing  any  obftruCtion. 

XI.  Within  fix  weeks,  from 
the  exchange  of  the  prefen t  treaty, 
pofts  fhall  be  created,  to  mark  the 
boundaries  of  Cracow,  upon  the 
right  bank  of  the  Viftula.  For 
this  purpofe  there  fhall  be  nomi¬ 
nated  Auftrian,  French,  and  Saxon 
Commiffioners. 

The  fame  meafures  fhall  be 
adopted  within  the  fame  period 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Upper  Auf¬ 
tria,  Sab'zburgh,  Willach,  and 
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Carniola,  as  far  as  the  Saave.  The 
Thalweg  (ftream)  of  the  Saave, 
fhall  determine  what  iflands  of  that 
river  fhall  belong  to  each  power. 
For  this  purpofe  French  and  Aus¬ 
trian  Commifiaries  {hall  be  nomi¬ 
nated. 

XII.  A  military  Convention 
fhall  be  forthwith  entered  into  to 
regulate  the  refpedlive  periods 
within  which  the  various  provinces 
reftored  to  his  Majefty  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  Auftria  fhall  be  evacuated. 
The  Laid  Convention  fhall  be  ad- 
jufted  on  the  balls,  that  Moravia 
fhall  be  evacuated  in  fourteen  days ; 
that  part  of  Gallicia  which  remains 
in  poffeftion  of  Auftria,  the  city  and 
diftrift  of  Vienna,  in  one  month  ; 
Lower  Auftria  in  two  months  ;  and 
the  remaining  diftridts  and  territo¬ 
ries  not  ceded  by  this  treaty  fhall  be 
evacuated  by  the  French  troops, 
and  thofe  of  their  allies,  in  two 
months  and  a  half,  or  earlier  if 
poflible,  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications. 

This  convention  fhall  regulate 
all  that  relates  to  the  evacuation  of 
the  hofpitals  and  magazines  of  the 
French  army,  and  the  entrance  of 
the  Auftrian  troops  into  the  terri¬ 
tories  evacuated  by  the  French  or 
their  allies  ;  and  alfo  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  that  part  of  Croatia  ceded 
by  the  prefent  Treaty  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

XIII.  The  prifoners  of  war 
taken  by  France  and  her  Allies 
from  Auftria,  and  by  Auftria  from 
France  and  her  Allies,  that  have 
not  yet  been  releafed,  fhall  be 
given  up  within  fourteen  days  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of 
the  prefent  Treaty. 

XIV.  His  Majefty  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  the  French,  King  of  Italy, 
Prote&or  of  the  League  of  the 


Rhine,  guarantees  the  inviolability 
of  the  pofTefiions  of  his  Majefty 
the  Emperor  of  Auftria,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  in  the  ftate 
in  which  they  fhall  be,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 

XV.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  Auftria  recognizes  all  the  altera¬ 
tions  which  have  taken  place,  or 
may  fubfequently  take  place  in 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy. 

XVI.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  Auftria,  defirous  to  co-operate 
in  the  reft  ora  tion  of  a  maritime 
peace,  accedes  to  the  prohibitory 
fyftem  with  refpeft  to  England, 
adopted  by  France  and  Ruflia,  du¬ 
ring  the  prefent  Maritime  War. 
His  Imperial  Majefty  fhall  break 
off  all  intercourfe  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and,  with  refped  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  government,  place  hknfelf  in 
the  fituation  he  flood  in  previous 
to  the  prefent  war. 

XVII.  His  Majefty  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  the  French,  King  of  Italy, 
and  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
Auftria,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo¬ 
hemia,  fhall  obferve,  with  refpedt 
to  each  other,  the  fame  ceremonial 
in  regard  to  rank  and  other  points 
of  etiquette,  as  before  the  prefent 
war. 

XVIII.  The  Ratifications  of  the 
prefent  Treaty  fhall  be  exchanged 
within  fix  days,  or  fooner,  if  pof- 
fible. 

Done  and  figned  at  Vienna,  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1809.  (Signed) 

J.  B.  Nompere  de  Champ  agny. 
John  Prince ofLiCHTENSTEiN. 

We  have  ratified,  and  hereby 
ratify  the  above  Treaty,  in  all  and 
every  of  the  articles  therein  con¬ 
tained  ;  declare  the  fame  to  be 
adopted,  confirmed  and  eftablifhed ; 
and  engage  that  the  fame  fhall  be 
maintained  inviolable. 
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In  confirmation  whereof  we  have 
hereto  fixed  our  fignature,  with  our 
own  hand,  being  counterfigned 
and  fealed  with  our  Imperial  Seal. 

Given  at  our  Imperial  Camp  at 
Schoenbrunn,  October  15,  1809. 
(Signed)  Napoleon. 

By  the  Emperor. — Champ  a  g- 
ny,  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
H.  B.  Maret,  Miniiier  Secretary 
of  State. 

Certified  by  us,  The  Arch-Chan¬ 
cellor  of  State,  Eugene  Napo¬ 
leon. 


Proclamation ,  dated  Frankfort ,  June 

18. 

Frederick  Auguftus,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  King  of  Saxony. 
Divine  Providence  has  been  fo  be¬ 
neficent  to  us,  that  fince  we  have 
been  called  to  the  government  we 
have  had  only  the  agreeable  duty 
of  offering  him  the  homage  of  the 
fmcereft  gratitude  ;  and  we  have 
difcharged  this  duty  with  fo  much 
the  more  ardour,  as  our  heart  feels 
no  greater  joy  than  in  knowing 
that  they  are  happy  whole  felicity 
is  intruded  to  us.  We  had  laft  year 
efpecially  reafon  to  blefs  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  when  a  generous  con¬ 
queror  refiored  to  us  our  eftates, 
which  were  already  loft;  and  this 
felicity  became  more  precious, 
when  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
this  great  man,  added  to  affeftion 
and  the  fmcereft  gratitude,  our  ad¬ 
miration  and  our  veneration  of  his 
great  qualities,  which  have  never 
been  fufticiently  appreciated ;  and 
fixed  the  bafis  of  a  genuine  efteem, 
on  which  our  mutual  alliance  is  as 
firmly  eftablifhed  as  on  treaties, 
and  which  renders  it  doubly  indif- 
foluble.  Even  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 


ment  of  trouble,  it  was  for  me  a 
great  confolation  to  behold  our 
country  enjoy  an  almoft  perfeft/ 
tranquillity,  while  the  torch  of 
war  was  enkindled  in  other  dates, 
and  there  fpread  its  ravages  anew. 
We  believed  it  neceffary  to  aban¬ 
don  for  a  time  our  good  city 
of  Drefden,  and  fix  our  abode  at 
Leipfic,  which  is  no  great  diftance. 
We  hoped  that  we  could  continue 
there,  to  apply  our  labours  to  the 
government  of  our  faithful  fub- 
jefts  ;  the  more  fo,  as,  according 
to  the  courfe  the  war  had  taken,  an 
hoftile  invafion  of  our  country  was 
by  no  means  probable. —  WTe  were 
fo  much  the  more  painfully  affeffed 
at  beholding  this  hope  vanifh,  and  * 
being  obliged  to  remove  from  Leip¬ 
fic  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  in  or¬ 
der  to  placeourfelves  out  of  danger, 
by  avoiding  the  route  in  which  the 
troops  which  were  advancing  from 
Bohemia,  upon  Saxony  and  Fran¬ 
conia,  might  feize  our  perfon  and 
royal  family. — But  we  live  in  the 
entire  confidence  that  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  will  blefs  our  efforts  for 
the  deliverance  of  our  country, 
and  that,  fupported  by  the  forces 
of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Weft- 
phalia,  our  faithful  neighbour  and 
ally,  we  fhall  return. — -We believe 
it  to  be  our  duty,  faithful  and  be¬ 
loved  Saxons,  to  impart  this  confi¬ 
dence  to  you,  removed  as  we  are 
from  you,  in  order  to  tranquillize 
you.  In  the  mean  while  we  thank 
you  publicly  for  fupporting  your 
fituation  with  tranquillity  and  dig¬ 
nity,  that  you  have  lent  no  ear 
to  the  enemy,  and  in  this  given  new 
proof  of  that  love  and  attachment 
towards  us  which  are  our  felicity, 
and  which  we  feel  equally  for  you. 
— It  is  therefore  with  confidence 
that  we  exhort  you  to  attach  your- 
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felves  more  and  more  to  our  prin¬ 
ciples,'  which,  hitherto,  thanks  to 
God,  have  always  conftituted  the 
happinefs  of  the  country,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  confider  and  avert 
the  evils  which  the  ill-intentioned 
might  feek  to  fcatter  among  you, 
by  propagating  an  erroneous  doc¬ 
trine. — For  it  cannot  be  unknown 
to  you,  that  there  are  in  our  domi¬ 
nions,  people  weak,  feduced,  or 
wicked,  who  not  only  do  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  our  fyftem,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  we  have  only  from 
convidion  adopted  it,  but  who 
dare  to  avow,  and  even  aft  in  a 
contrary  manner. — We  ferioufly 
enjoin  by  thefe  prefents  all  the  au¬ 
thorities  of  our  kingdom  to  obferve 
with  great  attention  thofe  who 
render  themfelves  fufpicious  by  a 
like  mode  of  thinking,  and  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  who  difturb  peace  by  rafh 
difcourfe,  or  by  open  ads,  as  well 
as  thofe  who  fpread  intelligence 
which  may  difquiet  well-intention¬ 
ed  citizens,  and  deprive  our  con- 
ftant  efforts  for  the  permanent 
tranquillity  of  our  fubjeds,  of  a 
part  of  their  effed  ;  and,  in  gene- 
ral,  we  charge  them  to  negled 
nothing  in  order  that  our  fubjeds 
may  condud  themfelves  according 
to  the  principles  above  announced, 
and  that  our  benevolent  intentions 
may  be  entirely  fulfilled.-— In  tef- 
timony  of  which,  we  have  figned 
thefe  prefents  with  our  hand,  and 
annexed  our  royal  feal.  Given 
at  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  June 
a  8,  1809  : 

Frederick  Augustus. 


Proclamation  to  the  Poles . 

Frederick  Auguftus,  King  of 
Saxony,  &c.  Foies !  Already  has 
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YSearmy,  which  had  invaded  our 
duchy  of  Warfaw,  been  forced  by 
the  vidoriesof  our  great  regenera¬ 
tor,  and  the  valour  of  our  troops, 
to  abandon  the  capital  and  return 
to  its  own  territory, — After  hav¬ 
ing  rendered  thanks  to  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  for  the  lignal  protedion  it 
has  granted  us,  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  employ  the  fir  ft  moments 
of  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  our  go¬ 
vernment,  in  expreffmg  the  fenti- 
ments  which  have  been  raifed  in  us 
by  the  patriotifm  and  attachment 
which  the  nation  has  fo  fplendidly 
difplayed  in  that  moment  of  cala¬ 
mity.  The  enemy  had  entered  the 
country  with  a  numerous  army.  It 
appeared  fcarcely  poflible  to  refift 
him  ;  but  he  foon  learnt  the  power 
of  courage,  when  led  by  a  chief  fo 
brave  and  able  as  our  minifter  of 
war,  prince  Poniatowfki.* — Poles ! 
Your  battalions,  which  the  great 
hero  has  created,  and  in  whom  he 
has  infpired  that  valiant  fpirit,  the 
beft  proofs  of  which  are  before  his 
eyes,  have  fhewii  they  were  worthy 
their  creator.  Inferior  in  number, 
they  not  only  refilled  the  enemy, 
but  fuccefsfully  attacked  him.— 
They  have  carried  vidory  into 
his  provinces,  and  have  every 
Avhere  covered  themfelves  with 
glory.  The  whole  nation  have  on 
their  part  fhewn  that  the  valour 
and  patriotifm  of  the  ancient  Poles 
is  theirs.  The  invafion  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  enemy,  far  from  intimidat¬ 
ing  them,  has  only  ftimulated  them 
to  voluntary  and  extraordinary  of¬ 
fers  to  facrifice  their  private  for¬ 
tunes.  They  have  wholly  devoted 
themfelves  to  the  defence  of  their 
country.  The  departments  have 
emulated  each  other,  in  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  armies,  and  furnifhing 
the  rieceffary  contributions.  They 
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have  proved  that  the  love  of  their 
country  is  a  national  quality,  and 
have  rendered  themfelves  worthy 
to  become  models  of  that  qua¬ 
lity.  Providence  has  alfo  crowned 
thofe  generous  efforts  with  fuccefs, 
— Our  council  of  ftate  has,  by  its 
zeal  and  wifdom,  feconded  by  all 
the  other  conftitutional  authorities, 
fucceeded  in  maintaining  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  government,  as  far  as 
circumftances  would  permit. — 
Poles!  Your  country  owes  its 
fafety  to  you  ;  it  owes  to  you  the 
approbation  of  your  great  regene¬ 
rator,  whofe  notice  the  brave  con¬ 
duct  of  the  army,  and  the  ardent 
zeal  of  the  nation,  will  not  have 
efcaped.  It  owes  to  you  increafed 
jpefpedl  among  its  neighbours,  and. 
the  glory  which  the  fovereign  feels 
in  reigning  over  fuch  a  nation.-— 
Though  at  a  diftance  our  heart  has 
ever  been  with  you,  your  lituation 
was  ever  prefent  to  us.  Your  fide¬ 
lity  and  attachment  to  us,  has  in¬ 
creafed,  if  poffible,  ours  to  you  ;  and 
though  we  have  been  unable  to  afford 
you  the  afliftance  our  heart  defired, 
it  was  with  pain  we  were  prevent¬ 
ed  by  circumftances.—  Polifh  peo¬ 
ple  ! — Tranquillity  is  reftored  to 
you,  and  the  conftitutional  govern¬ 
ment.  Our  great  folicitude  (hall 
be  to  endeavour  to  heal  the  wounds 
the  war  has  occafioned,  reward 
merit,  and  reftore  order  5  which 
your  future  happinefs  requires.  On 
your  part  you  will  contribute  to  this 
by  entire  confidence  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  which  will  be  guided  by 
our  paternal  intentions. — Given  at 
Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  June  24, 
1809.  Frederick  Augustus. 


Uka/e  to  the  Senate ,  dated  St.  V etc  rf  - 
burgh ,  May  7,  1809. 


It  is  known  to  the  whole  world, 
with  what  firmnefs  the  trade  of 
neutrals  has  been  protedled  by 
Rufiia  when  the  powers  of  Europe 
were  at  war  ;  it  is  known  with 
what  valour  Ihe  has  guarded  the 
interefts  of  trading  nations  in  time 
of  peace  againft  the  events  of  war. 
Following  up  this  invariable  prin¬ 
ciple,  alfo  during  the  prefent  rup¬ 
ture  with  Britain,  we  entertained 
the  fulleft  hopes  that  the  trade 
with  friendly  powers  would  not  be 
carried  on  by  forbidden  means ; 
but  as  experience  during  the  laft 
feafon  has  proved  to  us,  that  the 
enemy  has  found  it  practicable,  by 
means  of  neutral  veffels,  to  fupply 
himfelf  with  fuch  produce  as  he 
flood  in  need  of,  and  to  gain 
ftrength  by  exchanging  his  own 
produce,  we  have  at  prefent  been 
compelled  to  order  two  veffels  to 
be  feized.' — 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  various  fiibterfuges  and  arti¬ 
fices,  we  have  deemed  it  neceffary 
to  eftablifti  fome  rules,  and  hereby 
order, 

1.  That  all  mailers  of  neutral 
veffels,  arriving  at  our  ports,  are 
to  prove  the  property  being  neu¬ 
tral,  by  the  following  documents 
of  the  fhip,  viz.  a  pafs,  (hip's  re- 
gifter,  rnufter-roll,  log-book,  eoc- 
ket,  rnanifeft  of  the  cargo,  the 
charter-party,  bills  of  lading,  cer¬ 
tificates  of  origin,  whether  the 
cargo,  or  part  of  the  fame  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  captain,  and  by  the  in¬ 
voices  of  fuch  veffels  as  come  from 
America  or  the  Indies,  or  are 
bound  there.  In  cafe,  however, 
the  mafter  is  not  provided  with 
any  one  of  the  documents,  the  fhip 
is  to  be  fent  out  of  our  ports,  and 
not  to  be  permitted  to  difcharge. 

2.  In  cafe  of  neutral  (hips  being 

partly 
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partly  loaded  with  merchandize 
which  can  be  proved  to  be  of  the 
manufa&ure  or  produce  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  the  fame  to  be  flopped,  the 
goods  to  be  feized  and  fold  by 
public  auction,  for  the  benefit  of 
government ;  but  if  more  than  half 
of  the  cargo  conlifts  of  fuch  goods, 
then  not  only  the  cargo,  but  alfo 
the  fhip  is  to  be  seized, 

3.  A  pafs  granted  the  fhip,  by 
a  neutral,  friendly,  or  allied  power, 
is  not  to  be  confidered  legal,  as 
foon  as  it  appears  that  the  mafter 
has  adted  contrary  to  the  fame  ;  or 
if  the  fhip  is  named  in  the  pafs  dif¬ 
ferently  to  what  {he  is  in  the  reft 

✓ 

ofher  documents,  unlefs  the  altera¬ 
tion  made  is  proved  by  documents, 
attefted  by  legal  authority,  at  the 
place  from  which  the  velfel  depart¬ 
ed,  and  produced  before  the  magis¬ 
tracy  of  faid  place  ;  in  this  inftance 
the  mafter  is  not  to  be  confidered 
guilty. 

4.  A  pafs  is  not  to  be  confidered 
valid,  if  it  (hould  appear  that  the 
velfel  to  which  it  is  granted  was 
not,  at  the  very  time  it  is  dated, 
at  one  of  the  ports  of  the  power  by 
which  it  had  been  given. 

5.  If  the  fupercargo  or  mafter, 
or  more  than  one- third  of  the 
crew,  of  a  neutral  velfel,  fhould  be 
fubjedls  of  powers  at  war  with  us  ; 
or  if  fuch  a  velfel  is  not  provided 
with  a  mufter-roll  of  the  crew, 
duly  attefted  by  the  magiftracy  of 
fuch  neutral  ports  from  which  the 
fame  departed,  then  both  fhip  and 
cargo  are  to  be  feized,  but  the 
crew  to  be  fet  at  liberty. 

6.  If  it  fhould  appear  that  the 
pafs  produced  by  the  mafter  has 
been  counterfeited  or  altered,  fhip 
and  cargo  are  to  be  feized  for  the 
benefit  of  government,  and  the  maf¬ 
ter  to  be  brought  to  trial,  and  to  be 


dealt  with  as  is  prefcribed  by  the 
laws  for  thofe  who  make  falfe  do. 
cuments ;  the  crew  to  be  fet  at  li¬ 
berty. 

7.  If  it  fhould  appear  that  a 
velfel  is  provided  with  double  do¬ 
cuments,  with  different  deftina- 
tions,  fuch  a  velfel  and  her  cargo 
to  be  feized  for  the  benefit  of  go- 
vernment.  In  cafe  the  mafter 
willies  to  juftify  himfelf,  by  hav¬ 
ing  loft  his  documents,  and  cannot 
produce  any  proofs,  his  velfel  to  be 
detained,  granting  him  time  for 
procuring  the  fame  proportionate 
to  the  diftance,  if  he  wilhes  it ; 
elfe,  if  the  mafter  cannot  wait  fo 
long,  fhip  and  cargo  are  immedi¬ 
ately  to  be  fent  off ;  but  if  at  the 
expiration  of  the  period  fixed,  the 
mafter  does  not  produce  the  need¬ 
ful  proofs,  fhip  and  cargo  are  to 
be  feized  for  the  benefit  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

8.  No  fhip  built  by  the  enemy 
is  to  be  confidered  neutral,  unlefs 
amongft  other  documents,  a  duly 
attefted  document  is  found,  prov¬ 
ing  the  fale  or  transfer  to  have 
taken  place,  before  the  declaration 
of  the  war  ;  elfe  fhip  and  cargo  are 
to  be  feized  for  the  benefit  of  go¬ 
vernment. 

9.  If  the  owners  or  comman¬ 
ders  of  a  neutral  velfel  happen  to 
be  natives  of  a  nation  at  war  with 
us,  and  are  provided  with  paflfes 
of  a  neutral  power,  in  fuch  a  cafe 
the  pafs  is  not  to  ferve  as  a  clear¬ 
ance,  as  long  as  they  cannot  prove 
having  become  fubje&s  and  refi- 
dents  of  fuch  a  power  previous  to 
the  declaration  of  war  ;  elfe,  they 
are  to  be  fent  off,  with  their  ftiips, 
not  allowing  them  to  take  in  return 
cargoes. 


We 
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W e  have  to  record  another  poli¬ 
tical  Revolution.  The  King  of 
Sweden  has  been  depofed  by  his 
fubje£ls  ;  and  his  uncle,  the  Duke 
of  Sudermania,  has  aflumed  the  go- 
ernment  of  the  country  as  Regent. 
The  Revolution  took  place  on  the 
13  th  of  March.  The  King  was 
arrefted  as  he  was  about  to  depart 
for  his  country  refidence ;  and 
when  the  laft  advices  came  away, 
was  a  clofe  prifoner  at  Stockholm. 
When  his  Majefty  was  firft  fur- 
rounded  by  a  guard,  he  drew  his 
lword,  but  was  foon  overpowered, 
and  prevented  from  making  refift- 
ance.  When  the  perfon  of  the 
King  was  fecured,  the  following 
Proclamation  was  ifTiied  : 

Froclamation  iffued  by  the  Duke  of 

Sudermania  on  his  ajfuming  the 

Government . 

We  Charles,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  hereditary  prince  of  Sweden, 
the  Goths,  Vandals,  Sec.  Duke  of 
Sudermania,  Grand  Admiral,  See. 
8cc.  do  declare,  That,  under  exift- 
ing  circumftances,  his  Majefty  is 
incapable  to  aft,  or  to  conduct  the 
important  affairs  of  the  nation  ; 
We  have,  therefore,  (being  the 
neareft  and  only  branch  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  age,)  been  induced  for  the 
time  being,  as  Adminiftrator  of 
the  Kingdom,  to  take  the  reins  of 
government  into  our  hands,  which, 
with  the  help  of  the  Almighty,  we 
will  conduft,  fo  that  the  nation 
may  regain  peace,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  that  trade  and 
commerce  may  revive  from  their 
languilhing  ftate. 

Our  inviolable  intention  is,  to 
confult  with  the  ftates  on  the  means 
to  be  taken  to  render  the  future 
time  happy  to  the  people  of  Swe¬ 
des  ,  We  invite  and  command, 
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therefore,  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
our  nation,  our  forces  by  fea  and 
land,  and  alfo  the  civil  officers  of 
all  degrees,  to  obey  us,  as  our 
real  intention,  and  their  own  wel¬ 
fare  demand. 

We  recommend  you  all  to  the 
protection  of  God  Almighty. 

Done  at  Stockholm  Palace,  the 
13th  March,  1809. 

(Signed)  Charles. 

C.  Lagerbring. 

Carlfladtj  March  10. 

An  alarming  occurrence  took 
place  here  within  thefe  laft  few 
days  :  Colonel  Addelfparre,  who 
commanded  the  troops  on  the  fron- 
tiers  of  Norway,  after  having  fedu- 
ced  them,  marched  in  here  on  the  ' 
night  of  the  6th  inftant,  and  de¬ 
manded  of  the  Burgomafter  quar¬ 
ters  for  his  troops,  which  was  re¬ 
filled  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
made  application  to  Count  Rofen, 
the  governor,  ftating,  that  if  his 
requeft  was  not  granted,  the  troops 
he  commanded  fhould  enforce  it, 
and  take  quarters  wherever  they 
could  find  them.  Count  Rofen  ftill 
perfifting  in  the  refufal,  he  was 
ordered  under  arreft,  as  was  the 
Burgomafter;  and  the  troops  forci¬ 
bly  obtained  what  their  leader  had 
demanded.  Colonel  Addelfparre, 
at  the  head  of  2,000  regular  troops, 
and  about  the  fame  number  of  pea- 
fan  try,  is  now  on  his  march  to 
Stockholm,  to  demand  of  the  King 
to  call  a  Diet  of  the  States,  as  well 
as  to  obtain  payment  of  the  troops 
under  his  command. 

Froclamation  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Droops  flat  tone  d  in  Wiem- 
land . 

A  confiderable  number  of  fol- 
diers  have  taken  up  arms,  in  order 
to  march  to  the  capital,  and  re¬ 
lieve 
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lieve  our  common,  now  unfortu¬ 
nate,  and  difmembered  native 
country* 

As  all  our  fellow-citizens  mull 
be  fenfible  that  our  views  are  fuch 
as  public  fpirit  and  honour  didate 
to  virtuous  minds,  we  cannot  be 
miftaken  in  our  implicit  confidence, 
that  our  brethren  in  arms  and  our 
unarmed  fellow-citizens,  will  not 
form  any  incorred  opinion  of  our 
fentiments  and  views.  They  are 
merely  thefe,  that  the  States  of  the 
realm  and  our  Legiflators  (hall  be 
at  liberty  to  a  {Tenable  and  deli¬ 
berate  uncontrouied  on  the  means 
of  reftoring  the  profperity  of  our 
fufrering  country. 

We  have  folemnly  contracted 
the  engagement  to  lay  at  their  feet 
the  arms  which  we  have  taken  up 
to  procure  them  freedom.  We  will 
form  a  wall  round  the  hall  where 
Swedifh  Legiflators  hold  their  deli¬ 
berations,  which  no  power  upon 
earth  fhall  be  able  to  beat  down. 
We  have  folemnly  contracted  the 
engagement  to  deftroy  all  fuch  as 
Hill  endeavour  to  prefer  foreign 
connections  to  the  internal  welfare 
and  tranquillity  of  Sweden. 

Sweden’s  German  dominions 
are  delivered  up  to  the  enemy,  and 
Finland,  the  native  foil  of  a  noble 
and  gallant  people,  is  loft.  We 
have  folemnly  contracted  the  en¬ 
gagement,  that  not  a  fingle  inch 
more  of  the  Swedifh  territory  Hi  all 
be  given  up  to  the  enemy.  Sweden’s 
trade  and  mines  are  raided  and 
deferted  ;  Sweden’s  youth  are  ta¬ 
ken  from  agricultural  purfuits,  in 
order  to  be  deftroyed  by  ficknefs 
and  the  fword.  The  burthens  laid 
on  agriculture  are  fuch  that  they 
cannot  be  borne  any  longer. 
Grinding  taxes  are  exacted  with- 
our  mercy  ;  defolation  and  mifery 


are  fpreading  wide  and  far,  and 
threaten  univerfal  ruin. 

We  have  contracted  the  folemn 
engagement,  that  the  fathers  of  the 
country  {hall  enjoy  full  liberty  to 
reftore  the  welfare  and  profperity 
of  the  country. 

May  the  higher  and  lower  States 
of  the  commonweal  alfo  join  heart 
and  hand  to  affert  the  freedom  of 
the  country,  and  thus,  by  harmony 
and  well-concerted  efforts,  enfure 
fuccefs  to  our  enterprize  and  views. 

May  the  fathers  of  the  country 
offer  peace  and  amity  to  our  neigh, 
bours,  but  accompany  this  offer 
with  the  affurance  that  every  Swe¬ 
difh  hero  will  rather  be  buried  un* 
der  the  ruins  of  his  country,  than 
fuffer  a  fingle  inch  of  Swedifh 
ground  to  be  taken  by  our  ene¬ 
mies,  or  transferred  to  them,. 

Our  ally,  Great  Britain,  fhall 
learn  to  appreciate  and  value  a  na¬ 
tion,  which  knows  how  to  break 
its  fetters,  and  refcue  liberty  fronl 
its  chains ;  France  fhall  learn  to 
refpeCf  a  people,  anxious  to  rival 
her  military  prowefs  ;  the  rulers 
of  Ruflia  and  Denmark,  inceffantly 
engaged  in  purfuits  tending  to 
promote  the  profperity  of  their 
people,  will  not  difturb  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  a  nation  which 
merely  defires  to  live  or  die  in¬ 
dependent. 

We  have  feen  with  forrow  the 
moft  important  concerns  of  Sweden 
managed  in  a  manner  which  was 
as  deftitute  of  any  well  conceived 
plan  as  of  fuccefs. 

Might  not  the  remaining  ftrength 
of  Sweden  have  been  wafted  by 
folly  ?  but,  if  direCied  by  wifdom, 
may  it  not  be  employed  for  the 
real  benefit  of  the  country  ?  Such 
are  our  wifhes  for  our  country,  and 
we  fhall  readily  facrifice  our  Jives 

to 
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to  obtain  their  fulfilment.  It  is 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  for  Swe¬ 
den,  that  every  Swede  fhould  at 
length  be  allowed  to  return  to  a 
peaceful  home,  as  far  as  it  can 
be  done  without  any  difparage- 
ment  to  the  honour  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Sweden. 

The  frontiers  of  the  kingdom 
are  for  a  fhort  time  left  without 
defence,  on  account  of  our  depar¬ 
ture  from  thence  j  but  fhould  the 
enemy,  contrary  to  his  folemn  pro- 
mife,  avail  himfelf  of  our  abfence 
to  attack  them,  we  fhall  fpeedily 
return,  take  a  fevere  revenge,  and 
convince  him  of  the  difference  of  a 
warfare  carried  on  by  perfonal  ha¬ 
tred  of  the  rulers,  and  a  war  urged 
by  a  nation  anxious  and  determin¬ 
ed  to  affert  its  independence. 

We  implicitly  confide,  that  all 
military  commanders  will  readily 
co-operate  with  us,  to  fecure,  by 
fpeedy  and  vigorous  exertion,  the 
refloration  of  our  loft  profperity, 
in  the  deftrudion  of  our  foreign 
foes.  J 

To  conclude,  we  venture  to  ex- 
prefs  the  wifh,  that  our  beloved 
countrymen  and  fellow  citizens  of 
every  rank  and  defcription  may 
fufpend  their  judgment  on  all  fur¬ 
ther  proceedings,  until  the  decifion 
of  the  States  of  the  realm  fhall  be 
known. 

(Signed) 

The  Commander  of  the  Troops 
ftationed  in  Wiemland. 


-Letters  Patent  and  Procla?nation  of 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
Sudermama ,  Regent  of  the  Svue- 
iiijh  Kingdom ,  to  all  the  Eflates 
of  the  Realm ,  cmcernvig  a  Gene~ 
ral  Diet  to  be  held  on  the  \Jl  of 
Vol,  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  S 


May,  in  the  prefen t year :  Given 

at  the  King's  Palace,  at  Stock « 

holm ,  March  i\th,  1809. 

We  Charles,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  affure  you,  Eftates  of  the 
Realm,  Counts,  Barons,  Archbi- 
(hops,  Bifhops,  Nobles,  Clergy, 
Burghers  of  Cities,  and  Common¬ 
ality,  of  our  particular  favour, 
gracious  intentions,  and  kind  af- 
fedion,  under  the  protedion  of 
Almighty  God. 

Since  we,  according  to  our  gra¬ 
cious  Proclamation  of  the  13th 
inflant,  have  found  ourfelves  cal¬ 
led  upon  to  take  the  reins  of 
Government  as  Regent,  in  order 
to  fave  our  beloved  native  coun¬ 
try  from  unavoidable  deftrudion, 
we  have  confidered  it  of  the  high- 
eft  importance  to  deliberate  with 
the  States  of  the  Realm,  upon  the 
means  which  may  procure  and  con¬ 
firm  the  future  happinefs  of  the 
Swedifh  nation.  We  wifh,  there¬ 
fore,  and  command  that  all  the 
States  of  the  Realm  may  affemble 
in  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  be¬ 
fore  the  ift  of  May  next,  and  that 
not  only  the  Nobility  may  regu¬ 
late  their  condud  by  the  laws  for 
the  Houfe  of  Nobles  given  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1626,  by  the  King 
Guftavus  Adolphus,  of  glorious 
memory,  See.  and  revived  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  King  Guftavus  III.  on 
the  9th  of  November,  1778,  but 
that  the  other  States,  which,  as 
ufual,  fend  Deputies,  may  obferve 
the  following  order:  From  the 
Clergy  are  expeded  to  appear  the 
Archbilhop,  every  Bilhcp  from  his 
Diocefe,  the  firft  Paftor  in  Stock¬ 
holm,  together  with  fo  many  from 
each  Diocefe  as  ufual,  and  of  the 
other  States  as  many  as  ufual,  ail 
provided  with  neceffary  letters  of 
RIES.  JT  y]  deputation 
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deputation,  in  order  that  we  may 
be  able  to  begin  the  Diet,  and 
after  its  being  fortunately  finifhed, 
give  you  permiftion  to  return  every 
one  to  his  province.  Which  every 
one  muft  refpedffully  obferve,  and 
we  are,  &c.  &c. 


Addrefs  of  his  Royal  Jrlighnefs  the 
Duke  of  Sudermania ,  to  the  Peo~ 
fie  of  Sweden,  dated  Stockholm , 
March  15,  1809. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Sudermania,  deems  it  right  and 
conformable  to  the  duties  of  his 
high  ftation,  publicly  to  lay  before 
the  Swedifn  people,  the  motives 
and  caufes  which  produced  the  im¬ 
portant  change,  which  has  lately 
taken  place  in  the  government  of 
this  country. 

The  archives  of  the  ftate  con¬ 
tain  a  great  variety  of  documents, 
which  will  prove  the  neceffity  of 
that  meafure,  both  to  the  prefcnt 
age  and  pofterity. 

For  this  long  time  paft  the  pub- 
lie  opinion  condemned  a  fyftem  of 
warfare,  which  fo  little  fuits  a 
country,  the  commercial  concerns 
of  which  claim  that  neutrality, 
which  her  fortunate  geographical 
fituation,  which  feems  to  fecure 
Sweden,  demands,  and  that  was 
facrificed  by  the  government.  As 
early  as  1805,  Sweden,  joined  by 
other  Powers,  entered  into  a  war 
with  France,  which  from  local 
circumflances,  was  then,  however, 
confined  to  the  lofs  of  her  trade 
with  nearly  all  the  States  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  a  lofs,  which,  although  not 
to  be  compared  with  that  (he  has 
fince  fuftained,  was  yet  of  great 
moment. 


Soon  after,  differences  with  Pruf- 
fa  arofe,  which,  however,  were  not 
attended  with  confequences  equally 
important.  In  1807,  the  fhare 
which  Sweden  took  in  the  coali¬ 
tion  againft  France  became  momen- 
tous,  and  its  influence  on  the 
deareft  interefts  of  the  country 
more  detrimental.  Swedifh  Pome¬ 
rania  v/as  occupied  by  foreign 
troops,  and  Stralfund  befieged  ;  yet 
one  profpedt  of  more  fortunate 
times  yet  remained. 

A  continental  peace  was  on  the 
point  of  being  concluded  at  Til- 
lit,  and  Sweden  invited  to  form 
one  of  the  contrafting  parties  1 
Sweden  refufed  ;  and  inconfequence 
of  this  refufal  fire  was  compelled  to 
fight  France,  and  her  numerous 
allies,  fingle-handed  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe,  and  the  fiege  ot 
Stralfund  was  carried  on  with  in- 
creafed  vigour.  Even  during  that 
fiege,  nay,  after  the  eonclufion  of 
the  convention,  which  llipulated 
the  evacuation  of  Pomerania  and 
Rugen  by  our  troops,  offers  of 
peace  were  made  by  the  enemy, 
and  rejefted;  and  the  German 
poffeffions  of  Sweden,  the  laft  re¬ 
mains  of  the  conquefts  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus  the  Great,  were  loft. 
Sweden  had,  however,  to  fuftain 
Ioffes  ftill  more  fevere.  In  the 
winter  of  1807,  and  the  following 
year,  ferious  apprehenfions  arofe 
of  an  impending  rupture  with  our 
neighbours,  both  on  the  eaft  and 
weft  of  our  empire. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  and  dangers 
might  have  been  warded  off  a  few 
months  before  by  the  Swedifh  go¬ 
vernment,  by  its  acceftion  to  the 
peace  of  Tilfit  j  a  peace  which 
Sweden  was  not  prevented  from 
concluding  by  her  only  ally,  which 
was  offered  on  terms  by  no  means 

irreconcileable 
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irreeoncileable  with  the  public  in° 
tered  of  Sweden. 

The  war  broke  out  in  Finland, 
and  its  gallant  defenders,  at  the  end 
of  a  fevere  and  honourable  conflict 
with  an  enemy  far  fuperior  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  obliged  to  give  up  to 
him  their  beloved  country.  This 
misfortune,  the  mod  calamitous 
event  which  has  befallen  Sweden 
for  centuries  pad,  might  have  been 
avoided,  if  the  powerful  prepara¬ 
tions  of  defence,  which  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the  country  admitted, 
had  been  conduced  with  wifdom 
and  fkill,  and  if  the  plans  of  red  fi¬ 
ance,  no  fooner  adopted  than  re- 
linquifhed,  had  been  conceived  and 
carried  into  effeCt,  with  unity  and 
firmnefs.  Finland,  which,  in  point 
of  population  and  intrinfic  value, 
formed  one  third  part  of  the  Swe- 
dith  Empire,  was  lod,  and  this 
lofs  bore  with  the  mod  dedruCtive 
p refill  re  on  the  two  remaining 
thirds. 

In  this  date  of  affairs,  the 
means  of  waging  war  againd  fuch 
numerous  enemies  could  not  prove 
fufHcient  for  any  length  of  time, 
and  no  other  refource  was  left  than 
to  burthen  with  new  taxes  a  peo¬ 
ple  unable  to  bear  them.  The  pub¬ 
lic  neceffities  increafed  in  propor- 
tion  as  the  means  and  refources  of 
the  date  were  dedroyed.  Trade 
and  navigation  were  at  a  dand  ; 
our  mines  and  agriculture  were  un¬ 
productive  from  want  of  hands ; 
univerfal  ruin  was  fpreading  wide 
and  far;  and  yet  it  was  univerfally 
known  that  his  Royal  Majedy  had 
again  repeated  his  former  firm  and 
unalterable  determination  not  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  prefen t 
government  of  France,  without 
which,  however,  no  reconciliation 
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with  Denrriark  and  Ruffia  could 
take  place. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  Wedern 
army  formed  a  refolution  to  march 
to  the  capital  with  the  patriotic 
view  which  appears  by  the  pro¬ 
clamation  iffued  on  their  part* 
Similar  movements  took  place 
among  the  red  of  the  Swedifli 
troops,  and  it  was  in  this  critical 
pofition  his  Roj^al  Majefty  came 
to  the  unfortunate  refolution  of 
leaving  Stockholm,  and  directing 
his  family  and  feveral  officers  of 
the  date,  to  follow  him.  The 
garrifon  was  ordered  to  file  off, 
and  it  was  intended  to  affemble  ati 
army  in  the  South,  to  oppofe  the 
troops  who  were  approaching  from 
the  North  and  Wed.  Two  dif- 
tinCt  governments  were  thus  to  be 
formed,  two  armies  to  be  afferabled, 
and  a  civil  war  was  to  fill  up  the 
meafure  of  our  calamities  and 
didrefs. 

The  King’s  departure  was,  how¬ 
ever,  podponed  until  the  13th 
March,  at  noon.  An  univerfal 
condensation  prevailed.  The  mod 
refpeCiful  remondrances  againd  his 
Majefty’s  determination  were  re¬ 
jected,  and  no  other  means  remain¬ 
ed  even  to  fecure  the  fafety  of  the 
King’s  own  perfon,  than  to  prevent 
him  from  carrying  his  unfortunate 
refolve  into  effeCt.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumdances  all  the  officers  of  date, 
in  conjunction  with  the  States  of 
the  Empire,  who  were  prefent  at 
Stockholm,  expreffed  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  conditutional  wifh 
that  he  might  take  the  reins  of 
government  into  his  hands ;  a  wifh 
to  which  his  Royal  Highnefs,  not- 
withdanding  his  advanced  age, 
thought  himfelf  in  duty  bound  to 
[Yy  2]  accede, 
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accede,  confiding  that  this  dep  will 
be  viewed  in  its  proper  light  by 
every  honed  patriotic  Swede. 


SWEDEN. 

Proclamation  by  the  King  of  Save  den, 
on  his  afc ending  the  Throne. 

We,  Charles  XIII.  by  the  grace' 
of  God,  King  of  Sweden,  &c.  to 
all  our  faithful  fubjedts,  &c.  &c. 
greeting. — When,  under  Divine 
Providence,  we  affumed,  fometime 
ago,  the  prov.ifional  government 
of  our  beloved  native  country, 
committed  to  us  by  the  dates  of 
our  realm,  we  immediately  called 
the  attention  of  the  Diet  to  the 
indifpenfable  and  important  talk  of 
framing  a  new  confutation,  cal¬ 
culated  to  promote  the  profperity, 
tranquillity,  and  welfare  of  the 
country,  by  an  irrevocable  union 
between  the  mutual  rights  and 
duties  of  the  King  and  people  of 
Sweden. — The  dates  having  in¬ 
formed  us  that  they  have  not  only 
performed  the  important  talk  com¬ 
mitted  to  them  by  us,  and  the 
confidence  of  our  fellow.fubjecls, 
but  alfo  that  they  have  chofen  us 
King  of  Sweden,  and  of  the  Goths 
and  Vandals,  requeding  our  appro¬ 
bation  of  that  choice,  the  cordial 
and  loyal  manner  in  which  that 
election  was  made,  did  not  allow 
us  to  decline  its  acceptance.  Rely¬ 
ing  on  the  Omnipotent,  who  ex¬ 
plores  the  inmod  recedes  of  the 
human  heart,  and  knows  the  fince- 
rity  and  purity  of  our  fentiments, 
moved  by  the  molt  fervent  love 
and  zeal  for  our  native  land, 
which  can  only  ceafe  with  our  ex¬ 
igence,  and  truding  we  (hall  be 
mod  powerfully  fupported  by  the 


loyal  attachment  of  the  noble  Swe- 
difh  nation,  we  have  therefore  ac¬ 
cepted  the  crown  and  fceptre  of 
Sweden. — It  is  far  more  gratify¬ 
ing  to  our  feelings,  to  have  been 
called  upon  by  the  free  and  uncon- 
trouled  voice  of  the  people,  to 
become  their  King,  their  protestor, 
and  defender,  than  if  we  had  af- 
cended  the  ancient  Swedifh  throne 
merely  by  right  of  hereditary  fuc- 
cedion.  We  fhall  govern  the  king¬ 
dom  and  people  of  Sweden,  as  an 
indulgent  parent  does  his  children  ; 
with  implicit  confidence  in  the 
honed ;  with  forbearance  towards 
thofe  who  err  undeliberately ;  up- 
rightnefs  towards  all ;  and  when 
the  day  arrives,  the  near  approach 
of  which  is  announced  by  our  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  which  (hall  put  an  end 
to  our  worldly  cares,  we  will  hail 
our  lad  moments  with  the  pious 
redgnatiion  of  the  jud,  and  clofe  it 
by  bleding  you  all, 

(Signed)  Charles. 

Gust.  Suydsjelkd,  Aulic  Chan¬ 
cellor. 

Council  Hall,  Stockholm  Cadle, 
June  6,  1 809. 


Mefage  relative  to  the  Tenjlon 
t which  the  States  are  to  alloav  to 
the  late  King ,  Gnjlavus  Adol¬ 
phus,  his  Queen  and  Children . 
Dated  Stockholm ,  Aug .  15* 

The  period  is  now  fad  approach¬ 
ing,  when  a  prince,  who  lately 
governed  Sweden,  but  whofe  claim 
the  Swedifh  crown  has  beenfolemn- 
ly  cancelled  by  the  unanimous  refo- 
lution  of  the  States  of  the  Realm, 
mud  abfent  hirofel'f  from  this  coun¬ 
try.  His  own  fpontaneous  wifh. 
agrees,  on  this  point,  with  what 
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the  public  tranquillity  and  {bounty 
require.  His  Royal  Majefty  has 
taken  the  advice  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  on  a  matter  of  fo  much  im¬ 
portance,  which,  however,  theftate 
of  public  affairs  does  not  vet  per¬ 
mit  his  Majefty  to  communicate 
to  the  Diet,  and  he,  therefore, 
confines  himfelf,  at  prefent,  to  the 
queftion, — ‘  What  penfion  or  year¬ 
ly  allowance,  are  the  States  of  the 
Realm  willing  to  grant  to  their 
late  King,  his  Queen,  and  chil¬ 
dren  ?’  Which  queftion  being  an- 
fwered,  another  will  occur  relative 
to  the  country,  which  it  will  be 
moft  proper  to  aftign  for  the  refi- 
dence  of  Guftavus  Adolphus  and 
his  family. 

His  Majefty  does  not  deem  it 
fuperfluous  to  add  fome  obferva- 
tions  for  the  States  to  bear  in  mind 
in  their  deliberations  on  this  fub- 
ject.  The  States  cannot  but  be 
aware,  that  their  decifion  mull 
bear  that  ftamp  of  dignified  gene- 
rofity,  which  becomes  a  noble- 
minded  nation ;  that  misfortune 
craves  refpedl  ;  and  that  humanity 
itfelf  commands  fortuvenefs  and 

O 

oblivion  of  the  paft.  His  Royal 
Majefty  is  anxioufiy  defirous  that 
the  States  of  the  Realm,  by  deci¬ 
ding  the  fubjedt  under  difcuflion  on 
thefe  principles,  fhouid  meet  his 
wifhes,  and  thus  give  a  pledge  to 
Europe  of  the  purity  of  the  motives 
which  induced  Sweden  to  revife 
her  fyltem  of  government,  and  re¬ 
new  the  ftrudlure  of  the  ftate. 

Charles. 


1.  reaty  of  Peace  between  Sweden 
and  Rujfa .  Dated  5-lJth  Sep¬ 
tember ,  ISOQ. 

In  the  name  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity  !  His  Majefty 
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the  King  of  Sweden,  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
equally  animated  with  the  defire  of 
caufing  the  advantages  of  peace  to 
fucceed  to  the  calamities  of  war, 
and  of  re.eftab! idling  harmony  and 
good  underftanding  between  their 
States,  have,  to  this  effedl,  appoint¬ 
ed  their  Plenipotentiaries  ;  namely, 
his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden, 
Baron  Count  Louis  Bogislas ; 
Chriftopher  de  Stedinck,  one  of 
the  Nobles  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  General  of  Infantry  of  the 
Swedifh  armies,  Knight  and  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Swedifh  Orders, 
Grand  Crofs  of  the  Order  of  the 
Sword,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander  New- 
fky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  firft: 
clafs ;  and  M.  Andrew  Frederick 
Skjoldebrand,  Colonel  and  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Order  of  the  Sword  1 
and  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Rufiias,  Count  Nicholas  Ro¬ 
man  zoff,  adtuai  Privy  Counfellor, 
Member  of  the  Council  of  State, 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Mi- 
nifterof  Commerce,  Senator,  adtuai 
Chamberlain,  Knight  of  the  Orders 
of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Alexander 
Newficy,  Grand  Crofs  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Wladimir,  and  of  St.  Anne 
of  the  Firft:  Ciaffes,  Grand  Eagle 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour  of  France, 
Knight  of  the  Royal  Pruftian  Or¬ 
ders  of  the  Black  Eagle  and  Red 
Eagle,  and  of  the  Royal  Dutch 
Order  of  the  Union  ;  and  M.  Da¬ 
vid  Alopeus,  adtuai  Chamberlain, 
Knt.  of  the  Grand  Crofs  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Wladimir  of  the  Se¬ 
cond  Clafs,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the 
Firft  ;  who,  after  the  exchange  of 
their  refpedtive  full  powers,  found 
to  be  good  and  in  due  form,  have, 
agreed  upon  the  following  Arti¬ 
cles 

\jj  3] 
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Art.  I.  There  (hall  henceforth 
be  peace,  friendfhip  and  good  un- 
derftanding  between  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Sweden,  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruf- 
Jias. — The  high  contrafting  par¬ 
ties  will  make  it  their  chief  ftudy 
to  maintain  a  perfect  harmony  be¬ 
tween  themfelves,  their  flates,  and 
fubjects,  and  will  carefully  avoid 
whatever  may  hereafter  difturb  the 
union  fo  happily  re-eftablifhed. 

IT.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  ali  the  Ruffias  having  manifefted 
his  invariable  refolution  not  to  fe- 
parate  his  intereft  from  thofe  of 
his  allies,  and  his  Swedifh.  Majefty 
wifhing  to  give,  in  favour  of  his 
fubjedts,  all  the  extent  poflible  to 
the  advantages  of  the  Peace,  pro- 
mifes  and  engages,  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  and  binding  manner,  to  neg- 
ledt  nothing  which,  on  his  part, 
may  tend  to  the  prompt  conclufton 
of  peace  between  him  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
King  of  Italy,  and  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway, 
by  the  means  of  the  dire<ft  nego- 
ciations  already  commenced  with 
thefe  powers. 

HI.  His  Majefty  the  King  of 
Sweden,  in  order  to  give  an  evi¬ 
dent  proof  of  his  defire  to  renew 
the  moft  intimate  relations  with 
the  auguft  allies  of  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  pro- 
mifes  to  adhere  to  the  continental 
fyfterr;,  with  fuch  modifications  as 
fhall  be  more  particularly  ftipula- 
ted  in  the  negociation  which  is 
about  to  be  opened  between  Swe¬ 
den,  France  and  Denmark. 

Meanwhile,  his  Swedifh  Majefty 
engages,  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  prefent  Treaty, 
to  order  that  the  ports  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Sweden  fhall  be  clofed. 


both  to  the  fhips  of  war  and  mer¬ 
chantmen  of  Great  Britain,  with 
the  exception  of  the  importation 
of  fak  and  colonial  productions, 
which  habit  has  rendered  neceffary 
to  the  people  of  Sweden. 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Ruffias  promifes  before-hand, 
to  confent  to  every  modification 
which  his  allies  may  confider  juft 
and  fit  to  be  admitted  in  favour  of 
Sweden,  with  refpeff  to  commerce 
and  mercantile  navigation. 

IV.  His  Majefty,  the  King  of 
Sweden,  as  well  for  himfelf  as  for 
his  fucceffors  to  the  throne  and 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  renounces  ir¬ 
revocably  and  in  perpetuity,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  his  fucceffors 
to  the  throne  and  empire  of  Raf¬ 
fia,  all  his  rights  and  titles  to  the 
governments  hereafter  fpeclfied, 
which  have  been  conquered  from 
the  Crown  of  Sweden  by  the  arms 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the 
prefent  war,  namely — The  govern¬ 
ments  of  Kymenagard,  Nyland, 
and  Tavaftchus,  Abo  and  Bjorne- 
borg,  with  the  iftes  Aland,  Savo- 
lax  and  Corelia,  Wafa,  Dleaborg, 
and  part  of  Weft  Bothnia,  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  river  of  Tornea,  as  fhall 
be  fixed  in  the  fubfequent  article  in 
the  demarkation  of  the  frontiers. 

Thefe  governments,  with  all  the 
inhabitants,  towns,  ports,  for- 
treffes,  villages  andiflands,  as  well 
as  all  the  dependencies,  preroga¬ 
tives,  rights,  and  emoluments, 
fhall  henceforth  belong,  in  full 
property  and  fovereignty,  to  the 
Empire  of  Ruffia,  and  fhall  remain 
incorporated  with  it. 

To  this  effedt,  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Sweden  promifes,  in  the 
moft  folemn  and  obligatory  man¬ 
ner,  as  well  for  himfelf  as  for  his 

fucceffors, 
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fucedfors,  and  all  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  never  to  make  any  claim, 
dired  or  indirect,  on  the  laid  go¬ 
vernments,  provinces,  iflands,  and 
territories,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
which  fhall,  in  virtue  of  this  re¬ 
nunciation,  be  relieved  from  the 
homage  and  oath  of  fidelity  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden. 

V.  The  fea  of  Aland,  (Alands 
Haf)  the  Gulph  of  Bothnia,  and 
the  rivers  Tornea  and  Muonio, 
fhall  hereafter  form  the  frontier 
between  Ruffia  and  the  kingdom 
of  Sweden. 

The  neareft  iilands,  of  an  equal 
diftance  from  the  main  land  of 
Aland  and  Finland,  fhall  belong 
to  Ruffia,  and  thofe  which  are 
neareft  to  the  Swedifh  coaft  fhall 
belong  to  Sweden. 

The  moft  advanced  points  of  the 
Ruffian  territory,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  of  Tornea,  fhall  be  theifle 
of  Bjorken,  the  port  of  Rentehamn, 
and  the  peninfula  on  which  the 
town  of  Tornea  hands.  The  fron¬ 
tier  fhall  then  be  extended  along 
the  river  Tornea,  to  the  conflu¬ 
ence  of  the  two  branches  of  that 
river,  near  Kengis.  It  fhall  then 
follow  the  courfe  of  the  rivers 
Muonio,  palling  in  the  front  of 
Muonionifka,  Muonio  Ofrebo, 
Palajoeus,  Rultane,  Enontekis, 
Kelottijofoi,  Paitiko,  Nuimaka, 
Raunula  and  Kilpisjaure,  to  Nor¬ 
way. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  Tor¬ 
nea  and  Muonio,  fuch  as  it  has  been 
defcribed,  the  iflands  fituated  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Thalwag  fhall  belong 
to  Ruffia,  and  thofe  to  the  weft  of 
the  Thalwag  to  Sweden. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  engineers  (hall 
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be  appointed  on  each  fide,  who  fhall 
proceed  to  the  before- mentioned 
places,  to  fix  the  limits  along  the 
rivers  Tornea  and  Muonio,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  above  defcribed  line. 

VI.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruffias  having  already 
given  the  moft  manifeft  proofs  of 
the  clemency  and  juftice  with  which 
he  has  refolved  to  govern  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  countries  which 
he  has  acquired,  by  generoufly, 
and  of  his  own  fpontaneous  ad, 
alluring  to  them  the  free  exercife 
of  their  religion,  rights,  property, 
and  privileges,  his  Swedifh  Majef¬ 
ty  confide  rs  himfelf  thereby  dif- 
penfed  from  performing  the  other- 
wife  facred  duty  of  making  refer- 
vations  in  the  above  refpeds,  in 
favour  of  his  former  fubjeds. 

VII.  On  the  fignature  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  information  thereof 
fhall  be  tranfmitted  immediately, 
and  with  the  greateft  celerity,  to 
the  Generals  of  the  refpedive  ar¬ 
mies,  and  hoflili ties  fhall  entirely 
ceafe  on  both  fides,  both  by  fea 
and  land.  Thofe  ads  of  hoftility 
which  may  in  the  mean  time  be 
committed,  fhall  be  regarded  as 
null,  and  fhall  not  infringe  this 
treaty.  Whatever  may  be,  during 
the  intervening  period,  taken  or 
conquered,  on  the  one  fide  or  the 
other,  fhall  be  faithfully  reftored. 

VIII.  Within  four  weeks  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  prefent  treaty,  the  troops  of 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
fhall  evacuate  Weft  Bothnia,  and 
repafs  the  river  Tornea. 

During  the  faid  four  weeks, 
there  fhall  be  made  no  requifition 
of  any  kind  whatever  on  the  in¬ 
habitants;  and  the  Ruffian  army 
fhall  draw  its  fupplies  and  fubfift- 
[Yji]  '  terice 
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ence  from  its  own  magazines,  ef- 
tablilhed  in  the  towns  of  Well 
Bothnia. 

If  during  the  negociations,  the 
Imperial  troops  have  penetrated  in 
any  other  diredion  into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Sweden,  they  {hall  evacu¬ 
ate  the  countries  they  have  occu¬ 
pied,  in  virtue  of  the  before  ftipu- 
lated  conditions. 

IX.  All  the  prifoners  of  war, 
made  on  either  fide,  by  fea  or 
land,  and  all  the  hofiages  delivered 
during  the  war,  fhall  be  reftored  in 
mafs,  and  without  ranfom,  as  fpee- 
dily  as  poffible ;  but  at  the  lateft 
within  three  months,  reckoning 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  ;  but  if  any  prifoners  may  be 
prevented  by  ficknefs,  or  other 
caufe,  from  returning  into  their 
-country  within  the  period  fpecified, 
they  (hall  not  thereby  be  confider- 
ed  as  having  forfeited  the  right 
ftipulated  above.  They  fhall  be 
obliged  to  difcharge,  or  to  give 
fecurity  for,  the  debts  they  may 
have  contraded,  during  their  cap¬ 
tivity,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  in  which  they  may  have 
been  detained. 

The  expences  which  may  have 
been  incurred  by  the  high  contrad- 
ing  parties,  for  all  fubfiftence  and 
maintenance  of  the  prifoners,  fhall 
be  reciprocally  renounced,  and  pro- 
yifion  {hall  refpedively  be  made 
for  their  fubfiftence,  and  the  ex- 
pence  for  their  journey  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  both  places,  where  com- 
miflioners  from  their  Sovereigns 
fhall  be  direded  to  receive  them. 

The  Finland  foldiers  and  feamen 
are,  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty 
the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  excepted 
from  this  reftitution,  with  reference 
to  the  capitulations  which  have 


taken  place,  if  they  grant  them  a 
different  right. 

The  military  and  other  officers, 
natives  of  Finland,  who  may  wifti 
to  remain,  {hall  enjoy  that  privi¬ 
lege,  and  the  full  exercife  of  all 
their  rights  over  their  property, 
debts,  and  effeds,  which  they  have 
now,  or  may  hereafter  have,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  on  the  footing 
of  the  ioth  article  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

X.  The  Fins  now  in  Sweden, 
as  well  as  the  Swedes  now  in  Fin¬ 
land,  fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  re¬ 
turn  into  their  refpedive  coun¬ 
tries,  and  to  difpofe  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  moveabje  and  immoveable, 
without  paying  any  duty  of  re¬ 
moval,  or  any  other  impoft  due  on 
the  like  occafions. 

The  fubjeds  of  the  two  high 
powers,  eftablilhed  in  either  coun? 
try,  Sweden  or  Finland,  {hall  have 
full  liberty  to  eftablilb  themfelves 
in  the  other,  during  the  fpace  of 
three  years,  from  the  date  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaty :  but  {ball  be  held 
to  fell  or  alienate,  during  the  laid 
period,  to  any  fubjed  of  the  power 
whofe  dominion  they  defire  to 
quit. 

The  property  of  thofe  who,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  above  term, 
have  not  complied  with  this  regu¬ 
lation,  {hall  be  fold  at  a  public 
falc,  by  authority  of  the  magis¬ 
trate,  and  the  produce  thereof  de¬ 
livered  to  the  owners. 

During  the  three  years  above 
fixed,  it  {ball  be  allowable  to  all 
to  make  fuch  ufe  as  they  may 
pleafe  of  their  property,  the  peace¬ 
able  enjoyment  of  which  is  for¬ 
mally  fccured  and  guaranteed  to 
them. 


They 
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'‘They  may,  themfelves,  or  their 
agents,  pafs  freely  from  one  Hate 
to  the  other,  in  order  to  manage 
their  affairs,  without  experiencing 
any  obftacle  whatever,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  quality  of  fubjeds 
of  the  other  power. 

XI.  There  fhall  henceforth  be 
a  perpetual  oblivion  of  the  paft, 
and  a  general  amnefty  for  the 
refpedive  fubjeds,  whole  opinions, 
in  favour  of  one  or  the  other  of 
the  high  contrading  parties  du¬ 
ring  the  prefent  war,  may  have 
rendered  them  fufpeded  or  liable 
to  punifhment.— No  trial  fhall 
hererafter  be  instituted  againft  them 
on  fuch  grounds.  If  any  procefs 
have  been  commenced,  it  fhall 
be  annulled  and  fuperfeded,  and 
no  new  proceeding  fhall  be  com¬ 
menced. 

All  fequeft  rat  ions  of  property 
or  revenues  fhall,  in  confequence, 
be  immediately  removed,  and  the 
property  fhall  be  referved  to  the 
owners;  it  being  well  undetftood 
that  fuch  as  become  fubjeds  of 
either  of  the  two  powers,  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  preceding  article,  fhall 
have  no  right  to  claim  from  the 
Sovereign,  of  whom  they  have 
ceafed  to  be  a  fubjed,  the  an¬ 
nuities  or  penfions  which  may  have 
been  obtained  in  virtue  of  ads  of 
grace,  conceffions  or  appointments, 
for  preceding  fervices. 

XII.  The  titles,  domains,  ar¬ 
chives  and  other  documents,  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  the  plans  and 
charts  of  fortreffes,  towns  and 
territories,  devolved  by  the  prefent 
treaty  to  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruffias,  including  the 
.charts  and  papers  which  may  be 
depofited  in  the  Surveyor’s  Office, 
fhalL  be  faithfully  delivered  up, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months ;  or 
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if  that  period  (hould  be  found  too 
fhort,  at  the  lateft  within  one 
year. 

XIII.  Immediately  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications,  the 
high  contrading  parties  (hall  re¬ 
move  all  fequeft  rat  ions  which  may 
have  been  placed  on  the  property 
or  revenues  of  the  refpedive  in¬ 
habitants  therein  fituated. 

XIV.  The  debts,  both  public 
and  private,  contrasted  by  the  Fins 
in  Sweden,  and  vice  verfa,  by  the 
Swedes  in  Finland,  fhall  be  dif- 
charged  on  the  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  ftipulated. 

XV.  The  fubjeds  of  either  of 
the  high  contrading  parties,  to 
whom  inheritance  may  fall  in  the 
States  of  one  or  the  other,  may, 
without  obftacle,  take  poffeffion  of 
the  fame,  and  enjoy  it  under  the 
protedion  of  the  laws.  The  ex- 
ercife  of  this  right,  however,  in 
Finland,  is  fubjed  to  the  ftipula- 
tions  of  Article  X.  in  virtue  of 
which  the  proprietor  fhall  either 
fix  his  refidence  in  the  country,  or 
fell  the  inheritance  within  three 
years. 

XVI.  The  duration  of  the 

Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the 
high  contrading  parties  being 
limited  to  the  17th,  (29th)  Od. 
1 81 1,  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia  confents  not  to  reckon  its 
interruption  during  the  war;  and 
that  the  faid  Treaty  fhall  continue 
in  force  until  the  ift  (13th)  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1813,  refped  to 

every  thing  not  contrary  to  the 
difpofitions  of  the  Commercial 
Manifefto  iffued  at  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  Jan.  ift,  1809. 

XVII.  The  territories  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  the  Ruffian  Empire,  in 
virtue  of  this  Treaty,  being  at¬ 
tached  to  Sweden,  by  commercial 

relations* 
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relations,  which  long  intercourfe, 
neighbourhood,  and  reciprocal 
wants  have  rendered  almoft  indif- 
penfable,  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  defirous  of  preferving  to  their 
fubjeCts  thefe  means  of  mutual  ad¬ 
vantage,  agree  to  make  fuch  ar¬ 
rangements  as  may  be  necelfary 
for  confolidating  them.  In  the 
mean  time,  until  they  come  to 
an  underftanding  on  this  fubjeCt, 
the  Fins  (hall  have  the  power  of 
Importing  from  Sweden,  ore,  fmelt- 
ed  iron,  lime,  Hones  for  build¬ 
ing  fmelting  furnaces,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  all  the  other  productions  of  the 
foil  of  Sweden. 

In  return  the  Swedes  may  export 
from  Finland,  cattle,  filh,  corn, 
cloth,  pitch,  planks,  wooden  uten- 
fds  of  all  kinds,  wood  for  build- 
ing,  and  in  general,  all  the  other 
productions  of  the  foil  of  the 
Grand  Duchy, 

This  traffic  (hall  be  re-eftablilh- 
ed  and  maintained  to  the  ill  (13th) 
of  October,  181 1,  precifely  on  the 
fame  footing  it  was  before  the 
war,  and  lhall  be  liable  to  no  in¬ 
terruption  or  burden,  with  the  re- 
fervation  of  fuch  reftriCtions  as  the 
political  relations  of  the  two  States 
may  render  necelfary. 

XVIII.  The  annual  exporta¬ 
tion  of  50,000  fchetwerts  of  corn, 
purchafed  in  the  ports  of  the  Gulf 
of  Finland,  or  of  the  Baltic,  be¬ 
longing  to  Ruffia,  is  granted  to 
his  Majefly  the  King  ©f  Sweden, 
free  of  the  export  duty,  on  proof 
being  {hewn  that  the  purchafe  has 
been  made  on  his  account,  or  in 
virtue  of  his  authority. 

Years  of  fcarcity,  in  which  the 
exportation  lhall  be  prohibited,  are 
excepted,  but  the  quantity  in  ar- 
rear,  in  confequence  ol  luch  order, 


may  be  made  up  when  the  prohi¬ 
bition  lhall  be  removed. 

XIX.  With  refpeCt  to  falutes  at 
fea,  the  two  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties  agree  to  regulate  them  on  the 
footing  of  the  molt  perfeCl  equality 
between  the  two  Crowns.  When 
their  velfels  of  war  meet  at  fea,  the 
falutes  lhall  take  place  in  conform¬ 
ity  to  the  rank  of  the  commanders, 
in  fuch  manner  that  he  who  holds 
the  fuperior  rank  lhall  receive  the 
firft  falute,  which  lhall  be  returned 
gun  for  gun.  If  the  commanders 
are  of  equal  rank,  no  falute  lhall 
take  place  on  either  fide ;  before 
caftles,  fortrelfes,  and  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  ports,  the  party  arriving 
lhall  falute  firlt,  and  the  falute  lhall 
be  returned  gun  for  gun. 

XX.  Difficulties  which  may 
arife  on  points  not  determined  by 
this  Treaty  lhall  be^  difculfed  and 
fettled  by  ambaffadors  or  minilters 
plenipotentiary  refpeCtively  appoin¬ 
ted,  who  lhall  be  guided  by  the 
fpirit  of  conciliation  which  has  dic¬ 
tated  the  Treaty. 

XXI.  This  Treaty  lhall  be  ra¬ 
tified  by  the  two  contracting  pow¬ 
ers  ;  and  the  ratifications  exchang- 

•  O 

ed  in  proper  and  due  form,  within 
four  weeks,  or  fooner,  if  pofiible, 
reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 

In  faith  of  which  we,  the  under- 
figned,  in  virtue  of  our  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  figned  the  prefent  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  have  thereto  affixed 
our  feals. 

Done  at  Fried rickfham,  this  5- 
17th  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
Grace,  1809. 

Count  Nicholas  de  Roman- 
zoff. 

David  Alopeus. 

Count  Stedinck. 

A.  F.  Skjosidebrand. 

A-bJlraci 
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AbjlraB  of  the  New  Conftitution  of 
Sweden. 

§  i  to  9.— The  government  of 
Sweden  (hall  be  monarchical  and 
hereditary,  with  limitation  to  the 
iffue  male.  The  King  mult  be  of 
the  true  evangelical  religion,  and 
muft  govern  conformably  to  this 
conftitution,  and  with  and  by  the 
advice  of  a  council  of  ftates(Stats 
rad),  the  members  of  which  are  to 
be  appointed  by  the  King,  who  is 
wholly  exempt  from  refponfibility, 
but  the  members  are  refponfible  for 
their  advice.  The  members  muft 
be  natives  of  Sweden,  and  of  the 
true  evangelical  faith.  The  coun¬ 
cil  fhall  conlift  of  nine  members, 
viz.  the  minifter  of  ftate  for  judi¬ 
cial  affairs,  the  minifter  of  ftate  for 
foreign  affairs,  fix  counfellors,  of 
whom  three  at  lea  ft  muft  be  civil 
officers,  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
court.  The  fecretaries  of  ftate 
fhall  have  a  feat  in  the  council, 
whenever  any  cafe  belonging  to 
their  refpe&ive  departments  fhall 
be  under  deliberation.  A  father 
and  a  fon,  or  two  brothers,  cannot 
be  members  of  the  council  at  the 
fame  time.  There  are  four  fecre¬ 
taries  of  ftate,  namely,  one  for  the 
foreign  department,  one  for  the 
home  department,  one  for  the  ex¬ 
chequer  or  financial  department, 
and  one  for  the  ecclefiaftical  de¬ 
partment.  All  the  affairs  of  govern¬ 
ment  (except  the  diplomatic  or 
foreign  relations,  and  the  immedi¬ 
ate  command  of  the  army  and  navy) 
fhall  be  fubmitted  to  the  confide- 
ration  and  decifion  of  the  King, 
affifted  by  at  leaft  three  members, 
exclufive  of  the  adling  fecretary, 
which  number  is  required  to  con- 
ftitute  a  council  of  ftate  for  the 
tranfadlion  of  bufinefs.  A  minute 
fhall  be  made  of  all  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  the  council,  every  member 
prefent  fhall  be  unconditionally 
bound  to  give  his  advice,  but  the 
privilege  of  deciding  is  veiled  in 
the  king,  who,  by  virtue  of  his 
prerogative,  may  affent  or  diffent 
from  any  meafure,  in  oppofition  to 
the  votes  or  opinions  of  all  mem¬ 
bers.  But  in  the  poflible  event  of 
the  decifion  of  his  majefty  being 
repugnant  to  the  conftitution  and 
laws,  the  members  are  required  by 
the  moft  folemn  obligation  to  re- 
monftrate,  and  in  cafe  any  member’s 
opinion  fhall  not  be  duly  recorded, 
fuch  member  fhall  be  deemed  guil¬ 
ty  of  counfelling  and  abetting  the 
king  in  his  unconftitutional  deci¬ 
fion. 

§  9  to  13. — Before  any  appeal 
can  be  made  to  the  k$ig  in  coun¬ 
cil,  it  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  a  council 
fpecially  appointed  for  hearing  it. 
Minifterial  or  political  affairs  are 
to  be  confidered  and  decided  by 
the  king,  who  in  the  excercife  of 
his  prerogative  muft  take  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  minifter  of  ftate  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  council,  who  are  refponfible 
for  their  advice.  The  king  may 
conclude  treaties  with  foreign  pow¬ 
ers,  after  confulting  the  faid  minif¬ 
ter  of  ftate,  and  chancellor.  The 
king,  previous  to  his  declaring 
war  or  concluding  peace,  muft  ftate 
to  the  council  his  motive  for  fo 
doing,  and  the  members  fhall  give 
their  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  under 
their  own  refponfibility. 

§  1 3  to  1 5.-— The  fupreme  com¬ 
mand  of  the  navy  and  army  is  veil¬ 
ed  in  the  king;  as  alfo  the  ultimate 
decifion  in  all  matters  relative 
thereto,  affifted  by  the  minifter  of 
ftate  for  either  fervice,  who  fhall 
be  refponfible  for  their  advice. 

§  16. 
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§  16. — The  king  cannot  de¬ 
prive,  or  caufe  any  fubjeft  to  be 
deprived,  of  his  life,  liberty,  ho¬ 
nour,  or  property,  without  trial 
and  judgment,  nor  can  he  haraf§  or 
perfecute  any  perfon  for  his  religi¬ 
ous  opinions,  provided  the  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  them,  or  the  exercife 
of  his  religion,  be  not  injurious  to 
the  community. 

§  16  to  27. — Relate  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  a  council  of  juftice, 
which  is  to  confift  of  fix  noble¬ 
men  and  fix  commoners,  who  are 
to  decide  in  judicial  affairs.  The 
king  has  alfo  two  votes,  and  may 
pardon  criminals,  and  mitigate  or 
commute  punishments. 

§  27  to  31. — The  king,  in  the 
council  of  Hate,  is  to  appoint  per- 
fons  to  civil' ’and  military  offices  ; 
as  alfo  the  archbifhop  and  bifhops, 
in  the  manner  formerly  done. 

§  32.- — AmbaiTadors,  envoys, 
& c.  to  foreign  courts,  are  to  be 
nominated  by  the  king,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  minifter  of  ftate  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  court. 

§  32  to  35. — Defcribe  the  man¬ 
ner  of  appointing  civil  and  milita¬ 
ry  officers,  and  what  officers  hold¬ 
ing  fituations  of  oftenfible  truft 
and  confidence,  may  be  removed  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  king,  having 
previoufly  fignified  his  pleafure  to 
the  council. 

§  35  to  38. — -The  king  cannot 
remove  a  judge  from  his  office,  ex¬ 
cept  for  jutl  caufe  and  proof  of 
criminality.  The  king  is  to  have 
the  privilege  of  creating  nobiemen, 
whofe  eldeft  fons  and  heirs  only 
are  to  inherit  the  family  title. 
All  decrees  muft  be  counterfigned 
by  a  fecretary  of  ftate. 

§  38  to  40. — The  king  fhall 
not  quit  the  kingdom  without 


confulting  the  council,  who,  in  the 
event  of  his  departure,  is  to  govern 
in  his  abfence. 

§  40  to  48. — Declare,  that  the 
prince  or  king  fhall  be  of  age  at 
twenty-one,  and  on  his  not  having 
heirs  male,  the  diet  fhall  be  affem. 
bled  and  choofe  a  fucceflor.  No 
prince  of  the  blood  can  marry 
without  the  king’s  confent,  neither 
the  crown  prince  nor  the  other 
princes  can  hold  any  hereditary  of¬ 
fice.  The  king  appoints  all  his 
officers  of  the  court  and  houfehold. 

§  49 — The  ftates  of  the  king¬ 
dom  are  to  be  affembled  every  fifth 
year  at  Stockholm. 

§  49  to  90. — -Regulate  the  mode 
of  electing  members  of  the  diet. — 
The  king  cannot  impofe  any  taxes 
without  the  confent  of  the  diet, 
and  the  bank  is  under  the  immedi¬ 
ate  controul  of  the  ftates  of  the 
kingdom. — -The  king  cannot  ne¬ 
gotiate  loans  within  the  kingdom, 
nor  in  foreign  countries  :  nor  can 
he  fell,  difpofe  of,  or  alienate,  any 
province  belonging  to  the  king¬ 
dom,  nor  alter  the  value  of  the 
current  coin. 

§  90  to  94. — -Provide,  that  if 
the  king  continue  abfent  more  than 
a  twelvemonth,  the  diet  muft  be 
affembled,  and  the  king  be  inform¬ 
ed  thereof.  That  when  the  fuc- 
ceflbr  is  not  of  age,  the  diet  muft 
be  affembled,  and  appoint  a  regen¬ 
cy  to  govern  during  his  minority. 
When  the  king  is  eighteen  years 
of  age,  he  is  to  attend  the  feveral 
courts  of  juftice,  without,  how^ 
ever,  taking  any  part  in  the 
decifions. 

§  94  to  107. — Explain  what  is 
to  be  done,  fhould  the  members  of 
the  council  negled:  affembling  the 
diet,  or  adl  contrary  to  their  duty; 
and  enjoins,  that  at  each  diet  a 

committee 
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committee  (hail  be  appointed  for 
inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the 
minifters,  -  council,  and  fecretaries 
of  ftate. 

f  1 08.— -Regards  a  committee 
for  fuperintending  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs. 

§  108  to  1 14.-— -State,  that  no 
diet  can  be  of  longer  duration  than 
three  months,  except  buiinefs  fhall 
require  it.  No  man,  while  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  diet,  can  be  accufed,  or 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  for  his 
adions  or  expreffions  in  his  re- 
fpedive  ftate,  unlefs  the  particular 
ftate  to  which  he  belong  fhall  de¬ 
mand  it.  No  officer  of  the  crown 
mu  ft  influence,  by  his  authority, 
in  the  eledion  of  a  member  of  the 
diet,  See. 


Letter  from  General  Armjlrong  to 
Mr.  Ma difen ,  dated ,  Paris ,  7  th 
Augufl ,  i  808,  enclojiug  a  Letter 
to  Mr.  Champagny. 

It  would  have  given  me  the 
higheft  pleafure  to  have  drawn 
from  this  government,  fuch  expla¬ 
nations  on  the  general  fubjed  of 
our  differences  with  them,  as  would 
have  met  the  friendly  and  equita¬ 
ble  views  of  the  United  States,  but 
I  owe  it  as  well  to  you  as  to  my- 
felf,  to  declare,  that  every  attempt 
for  that  purpofe  hitherto  made,  has 
failed,  and  under  circumftances, 
which  by  no  means  indicate  any 
change,  in  this  refped  for  the 
better. 

The  fame  to  the  fame » 

I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  yef- 
terday.  Two  weeks  have  gone 
by  without  any  new  condemna¬ 
tion. — My  remonftrances  continue 
to  remain  unanfwered. 


I  enclofe  a  copy  of  my  note  of 
yefterday  to  M.  De  Champagny, 

From  Mr.  Armjlrong  to  Mans. 

agny. 

Mr.  Armftrong  prefen ts  his  com¬ 
pliments  to  M.  De  Champagny, 
and  begs  leave  to  inform  him,  thaE 
having,  for  fome  months  paft,  made 
trial  of  the  artificial  waters  of 
Tivoli  without  any  ufeful  effed, 
his  phyfician  has  prefcribed  for 
him  thofe  of  Bourbon  D’ Archam- 
bault.  Should  M.  De  Champagny 
have  any  communications  to  make 
to  Mr.  Armftrong,  he  will  be 
pleafed  to  addrefs  them  as  ufual,  to 
the  Hotel  de  Legation  Americane, 
rue  Vanguard,  100,  whence  they 
will  be  regularly  and  promptly 
tranfmitted  to  Bourbon. 

On  leaving  Paris,  Mr.  Arm¬ 
ftrong  thinks  proper  to  ftate  his 
regret,  that  the  political  relations 
of  the  two  powers  ftiould  continue 
to  wear  an  afped  lefs  aufpicious  to 
their  future  good  underftanding, 
than  is  wifhed  for  by  thofe  who 
are  the  friends  of  both. 

That  his  majefty  (Napoleon) has 
a  right  to  make  fuch  municipal  re¬ 
gulations  as  he  may  deem  proper, 
with  regard  to  foreign  commerce, 
neither  is  nor  has  been  denied. 
For  example,  he  may  forbid  the 
entry  into  the  ports  of  France  of 
American  Ships  which  have  touch¬ 
ed  in  England,  or  been  deft, 
tined  to  England ;  and  he  may 
either  fequefter  or  confiscate  ftuch 
veffels  of  the  United  States  as  fhall 
infrad  thefe  laws,  after  due  pro¬ 
mulgation  and  notice  thereof;  but 
beyond  this,  the  United  States 
hope  and  believe  that  his  majefty 
will  not  go. 

M. 
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M.  De  Champagny  will  not  fall 
to  feize  the  diftinCtion  which  thefe 
remarks  prefent,  between  the  au¬ 
thority  of  municipal  regulations 
and  that  of  public  law,  and  will 
decide  whether  it  does  or  does  not 
offer  a  ground  on  which  a  good 
underftanding  fo  long  and  fo  ufe- 
fully  maintained  between  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  France,  may  be 
preferved,  and  a  degree  of  inter- 
courfe  revived  between  them,  which 
fhall  have  the  effeCt  of  reanima¬ 
ting  their  former  induftry. 

Does  his  majefty  fear  that  the 
balance  of  trade  arifing  from  this 
renewed  induftry,  would  go  to 
the  advantage  of  England  ?  Means 
are  certainly  not  wanting  to  pre- 
■vent  this  confequence.  Would 
it  not  be  entirely  avoided  by 
making  it  a  condition  of  the 
commerce  in  queftion,  that  all 
fhips  leaving  France  (hall  take  in 
(in  fome  article  or  articles  of  her 
manufacture)  the  full  amount  of 
the  cargo  they  bring  hither. 

Ships  failing  under  this  regu¬ 
lation  would  or  would  not  go 
voluntarily  to  England.  If  they 
went  voluntarily,  it  would  only 
be  becaufe  that  country  afforded 
the  bell  markets  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  France,  in  which  cafe,  the 
habitual  refults  would  be  entire¬ 
ly  changed,  and  England  cealing 
to  receive  a  balance  for  her  manu¬ 
factures,  would  begin  to  pay  one 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  France.  Could  France 
wifi  a  fate  of  commerce  more 
profperous  than  this  ? 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  flips  did  not  go  voluntarily 
to  England,  but  were  captured  and 
fent  in  for  adjudication,  it  may 
be  fairly  prefumed,  that  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  would  no  longer  hefitate 


about  becoming  a  party  m  the 
war  againft  England. 

Thus,  in  either  cafe,  the  inter- 
efts  of  his  majefty  would  be  di red¬ 
ly  advanced  by  the  meafure  ;  in 
the  one,  the  wants  of  France  and 
her  colonies  would  be  not  only 
regularly  fuppiied,  but  {he  would 
herfelf  become  an  entrepot  for 
the  fupply  of  the  continent  :  in 
the  other,  the  wifties  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  as  expreffed  in  February 
laft,  would  be  direCtly  promoted. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Giles ,  Member  of 
the  Embargo  Committee ,  to  Mr. 
Gallatin ,  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
fury ,  Dated  nth  November  ? 

1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  inftruCted  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  conftder  the 
feveral  embargo  laws,  &c.  to  re- 
queft  you  to  lay  before  them  with 
as  little  delay  as  poftlble,  fiich  in- 
formation  as  your  department  af» 
fords  upon  the  following  queftionSo 
Firft,  What  meafures  would  be 
moil  effedual  in  preventing  the 
violations  or  evaftons  of  the  feve¬ 
ral  embargo  laws :  and  enforcing 
due  obfervance  thereof  ? 

Second,  Can  any  of  the  incon- 
veniencies  of  the  prefent  fyftem  be 
remedied  by  further  modifications  ; 
and  what  modifications  would 
effeCt  that  objeCt  ? 

Be  pleafed.  Sir,  to  accept  affur- 
ances  of  my  high  confideration 
and  regard. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin ,  in  An- 
fvoer  to  Mr.  Giles ,  Dated ,  21ft 
November ,  1808. 

Sir, 

Indifpolition  has  prevented  an 

earlier 
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earlier  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the 
14th  infl. 

For  better  preventing  coafting 
veffels  regularly  cleared  from  vio¬ 
lating  the  embargo,  two  meafures 
appear  neceffary  : 

1  ft.  That  the  amount  of  the 
bonds  fhould  be  increafed. 

2dly.  That  neither  capture,  dif- 
trefs,  or  any  other  accident  fttould 
be  admitted  as  a  plea,  or  be  given 
in  evidence  on  trial. 

By  the  firft  regulation  the  temp¬ 
tation  of  going  to  a  foreign  port, 
in  hopes  that  the  profit  on  the 
fale  of  the  cargo  will  indemnify 
for  the  forfeiture  of  the  penalty, 
will  be  done  away.  By  the  fecond, 
every  expectation  of  efcaping  the 
payment  of  the  penalty  under  frau« 
dulent  pretences  will  be  difappoint- 
ed  ;  and  the  power  of  remitting 
the  penalties  in  the  few  cafes  of 
unavoidable  accident  which  may 
occur,  will  remain  as  heretofore, 
and  as  in  other  cafes,  with  the 
treafury. 

As  the  objeft  of  thofe  two  regu- 
lations  will  be  to  make  the  bond  a 
fufiicient  and  complete  fecurity, 
they  will  have  a  tendency  to  re¬ 
lieve,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the 
coafting  trade  from  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  refulting  from  detentions. 
The  fufficiency  of  the  bond  will  in 
many  doubtful  cafes  remove  the 
neceftity  of  detaining  the  veffels, 
or  what  amounts  tQ  the  fame,  of 
informing  the  owners  that  unlefs 
they  reduce  the  amount  of  their 
cargoes  they  will  be  detained. 

1  would  alfo  fubmit  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  placing  under  the  controul 
of  the  Prefident,  that  power  of 
detention  veiled  in  the  collectors 
by  the  aft  of  the  25th  April  laft. 
That  fubjeft  has  been  a  conftant 
fource  of  complaint  and  difficulty. 


It  has  been  the  uniform  praftice 
from  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  to 
give  pofitive  inftruftiorls  to  the 
colleftors  refpefting  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  and  which  they  were 
bound  to  obey,  unlefs  a  different 
conftruftion  fhould  be  eftabliftied 
by  a  legal  decifion.  This  indeed 
was  effentially  neceffary,  in  order 
to  fecure  an  uniform  conftruftion 
and  execution  of  the  laws.  »  But 
the  provifion  now  alluded  to  makes 
the  detention  to  reft  on  the  opinion 
of  each  colleftor,  and  this  mull 
neceffarily  produce  a  great  diverfi- 
ty  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
power  fhould  be  executed.  All 
has  been  done  that  can  be  done  to 
obviate  that  evil  ;  and  the  Prefi¬ 
dent  being  author ifed  to  decide  on 
the  detentions  when  made,  the 
opportunity  was  taken  to  inform 
the  colleftors  of  what  in  his  opinion 
fhould  be  a  proper  caufe  of  deten¬ 
tion.  This  however  could  be 
given  only  as  opinion,  and  operate 
as  a  recommendation,  and  not  as  an 
order.  Nor  does  it  appear  practi¬ 
cable  to  eftablifh  uniformity,  and 
to  prevent  partiality,  and  either 
laxity  or  too  great  feverity  in 
praftice,  unlefs  the  power  of  pre- 
feribing  general  rules  in  that  ref- 
peft  by  which  the  colleftors  will 
be  bound  to  abide,  be  veiled  in  the 
Prefident. 

I  am  aware  that  there  is  another 
mode  of  evafion,  by  regular  coaft¬ 
ing  veffels,  which  will  not  be  pre¬ 
vented  by  either  of  the  preceding 
provifions.  Either  whilft  in  port 
or  on  their  way  down  our  rivers 
and  bays,  coafting  veffels  may  re¬ 
ceive  articles  not  entered  on  their 
manifeft,  which  they  put  on  board 
other  veffels  lying  off  the  coaft.  for 
that  purpofe. 


But 
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But  it  is  not  perceived  that 
any  legal  proviiion  can  prevent 
that  infradion,  nor  that  any  other 
remedy  can  be  found  than  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  officers.  Another 
general  regulation  will,  however, 
be  fuggefted  ;  perhaps  ufeful  as  a 
permanent  meafure,  but  which 
would,  at  all  events,  under  exift- 
ing  circumftances,  give  additional 
fecurity  for  the  obfervance  of  the 
laws,  and  afford  fome  relief  to 
our  own  feamen ;  to  wit,  a  pro¬ 
hibition  to  employ  any  aliens  either 
as  mailers  or  part  of  the  crew  of 
any  coafting  veffel. 

It  is  {bill  more  difficult  to  guard 
againft  violations  by  veffels  depart¬ 
ing  without  clearance,  in  open  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  laws.  The  following 
provilions,on  mature  confideration, 
appear  the  moft  efficient  that  can 
be  devifed  againft  irifradions, 
which  it  is  the  more  neceffary  tu 
reprefs,  as  they  may  be  daily  ex¬ 
pected  to  increafe,  and  threaten  to 
proftrate  the  law  and  government 
itfelf. 

lft.  To  forbid  exprefsly  under 
pain  of  forfeiture  (the  penalty  now 
being  only  implied)  the  lading  of 
any  veffel  without  the  permilfion 
of  thecolledor,  and  without  the 
bond  for  a  coafting  voyage  being 
previoully  given;— authoring  the 
colledors  to  refufe  permiffion,  un- 
lefs  the  objed  be  that  of  a  lawful 
coafting  or  filhing  voyage.  The 
great  number  of  veffels  now  laden 
and  in  a  ftate of  readinefs  todepart, 
fhews  theneceffity  of  this  provifion. 
If  there  be  cafes  in  which  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  converting  veffels  into 
warehoufes  ought  to  be  granted, 
there  will  be  no  hardlhip,  where 
the  intention  is  fair,  to  require  a 
bond  ftmilar  to  that  for  a  coafting 
voyage.  And  the  colledors  ftiould 


likewife  in  fuch  cafes  be  exprefsly 
authorifed  to  take  fuch  efficient 
precautions  as  will  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  fuch  veffels  to  fail 
without  warning. 

O 

2.  In  order  to  prevent  thofe 
fraudulent  fales  of  veffels  by  which 
oftenfible  owners  of  no  refponfu 
bility  are  fubftituted  to  thofe  from 
whom  penalties  might  be  recovered, 
it  is  neceffary  to  provide  that  thofe 
owners  of  veffels  whofe  names  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  regifter  or  licente, 
fhould  continue  to  be  reputed  as 
fuch,  and  liable  to  the  penalties  in 
cafe  of  infradion  of  the  laws,  un¬ 
til  the  regifter  or  licence  fit  all  have 
been  adually  furrendered,  and  new 
papers  ffiall  have  been  regularly 
granted  by  the  colledor  to  the 
purchafer,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe 
of  purchafe,  a  fufficient  bond  that 
the  embargo  ffiall  not  be  infringed, 
to  be  previpufly  required. 

3.  The  power  to  feize  unufuat 
depoftts  now  veiled  in  the  collec¬ 
tors  of  diftrids  adjacent  to  the 
territories  of  foreign  nations  fhould, 
as  was  contemplated  in  the  bill 
pa  fled  by  the  Honfe  of  Reprefen  ta- 
tives,  be  extended  to  all  the  dif¬ 
trids.  That  this  is  an  arbitrary 
power  which  nothing  but  the  un¬ 
remitted  efforts  in  fome  places  to 
evade  the  law  can  publicly  juftify, 
cannot  be  denied  ;  and  it  ihouid, 
like  that  of  detention,  be  placed 
under  the  controul  of  the  President, 
and  be  executed  only  in  conformity 
with  fuch  general  rules  as  he 
would  prefcribe. 

4.  Exclusively  of  the  afliftance 
which  may  be  derived  from  gun¬ 
boats  and  from  the  armed  veffels 
of  the  United  States,  it  would 
be  advifable  to  authorife  the  Prefi- 
dent  to  add  ten  or  twelve  cut¬ 
ters  to  the  prefent  eftabliihment. 

Faft 
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Fad  failing  veflels  of  every  draft 
of  water,  and  requiring  only  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  men  each,  are 
moftly  wanted,  and  would,  for  the 
objed  contemplated,  be  as  ufeful 
as  the  larged  frigates. 

5.  It  is  with  regret  that  the 
neceffity  of  authorifing,  on  the 
application  of  the  collectors,  an 
immediate  call  of  the  local  phyfical 
force  of  the  country,  muft  alfo  be 
Hated.  But  fuch  partial  ads  of 
violence  as  have  taken  place  in 
fome  of  the  fea- ports,  cannot  be 
prevented  by  the  circuitous  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  public  force  muft 
now  be  brought  out  in  fupport  of 
the  laws.  And  no  doubt  exifts 
thar  the  mafs  of  the  citizens, 
whether  they  approve  or  difap- 
prove  of  the  embargo,  would  in 
every  port  inftantaneoufly  fupprefs 
any  fuch  outrage,  when  they  can  be 
called  upon  to  ad  in  a  legal  man* 
ner. 

Some  other  provifions  appear 
alfo  neceflary  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  the  laws  more  completely 
into  effed  along  our  land  frontiers. 

1.  The  exportation  of  fpecie  by 
land  fhould  be  exprefslv  prohibited. 

2.  The  power  of  detaining  de- 
pofits  Ihould  be  fo  expreffed  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  authority  to 
detain  waggons  and  other  carriages 
laden  and  adually  on  their  way  to 
a  foreign  territory.  Although  I 
cannot  perceive  any  reafon  for  the 
diftindion,  it  has  been  fuppofed  in 
one  of  the  diftrids,  that  the  law 
which  authorifed  the  detention  of 
flour,  beef,  or  potafh  depofited  in 
a  warehoufe,  did  not  extend  to  the 
cafe  of  their  being  depofited  in  a 
waggon  although  evidently  on  its 
way  to  Canada. 

3.  The  offence  now  publifhed 
by  law  is  that  of  exportation. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX,  New  Se 


This  is  not  cOnfummated  till  after 
the  property  has  been  adually  car¬ 
ried  beyond  the  lines,  where  being 
in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  it  cannot 
be  feized  :  fo  that  forfeiture,  which 
is  the  mod  efficient  penalty,  can 
never  apply  to  exportations  by 
land  ;  and  the  bond  being  required, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  veffels,  the  only 
remedy  is  the  uncertain  one  of  re¬ 
covering  penalties  againft  apparent 
offenders  who  either  abfconded  or 
have  no  property.  How  far  it  may 
be  pra dicable  to  make  the  ad  of 
preparing  the  means  of  Exportation 
punifhable,  or  provide  fome  other 
remedy,  is  fubmitted  to  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

But  it  muft  alfo  be  obferved, 
that  every  degree  of  oppofition  to 
the  laws,  which  falls  fhort  of  t rea¬ 
fon,  is  now,  with  but  few  excep¬ 
tions,  an  offence  undefined  and  un¬ 
provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.— Whence  it  follows 
that  fuch  offences  remain  unpunifti- 
ed  when  the  date  authorities  do 
not  interfere.  The  neceffity  of  de¬ 
fining  thofe  offences  by  law  as  mif- 
demeanors,  and  of  providing  an 
adequate  punifhment,  appears  obvi¬ 
ous. 

I  will  beg  leave  here  to  add 
that  it  does  not  appear  neceflary 
to  continue  any  longer  the  indul¬ 
gence  granted  to  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  to  import  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Indians  articles  of  which  the  im¬ 
portation  is  generally  prohibited 
by  law,  as  that  privilege  is  liable 
to  great  abufe,  and  affords  juft 
ground  of  diffatisfaCtion  to  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens. 

Whether  it  be  advifeable  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  permiffion  given  to  thofe 
Indian  traders  to  export  furs  and 
peltry,  is  a  queftion  to  be  decided 
by  political  confiderations. 

RIES.  \Z  z] 
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The  la  ft  branch  of  the  fubjefl  to 
which  I  wi(h  at  prefen t  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee,  relates 
to  interruptions  and  certain  inju¬ 
rious  proceedings  attempted  under 
colour  of  law. 

1.  Vexatious  fuits  are  brought 
againft  collectors,  which  not  only 
perplex  faithful  officers  but  have 
the  effect  of  intimidating  others, 
and  prevent  an  energetic  perform- 
ance  of  their  duties.  The  only 
provifions  which  have  occurred  to 
me  on  the  fubj'edl,  are  to  enable  the 
collectors  who  may  be  fued,  always 
to  remove  the  caufe  before  a  court 
of  the  United  States  ;  to  make  a 
certificate  ifiued  by  the  proper  au¬ 
thority,  that  there  was  reafonable 
caufe  of  detention,  protect  them 
againft  damages  in  cafes  of  deten¬ 
tion,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is 
now  provided  in  cafes  of  feizures  5 
and  to  provide  for  the  fafe  keep¬ 
ing,  and  reftoring  when  proper, 
and  on  fecurity  being  given,  the 
veffels  and  property  which  may 
be  detained. 

2.  Attempts  have  in  feveral 
inftances  been  made  to  wreft  from 
the  collectors  by  writs  of  replevin, 
iffued  by  the  ftate  courts  or  officers, 
property  detained  or  feized  by 
laid  collectors,  or  which,  in  any 
other  manner,  is  in  their  pofleffion 
in  conformity  with  fome  law  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  evident 
that  fuch  attempts,  if  fubmitted 
to,  would  defeat  not  only  the  em¬ 
bargo,  but  alfo  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  States ;  that  when¬ 
ever  property  is  by  virtue  of  the 
law  of  the  United  States  in  the 
poffeflion  of  a  colledor,  marffial,  or 
any  other  of  their  officers,  no  pro- 
cefs  in  rem ,  which  will  take  the 
property  away,  whether  of  reple¬ 
vin,  attachment,  or  any  other, 


can  be  legally  ifiued  by  a  ftate 
authority ;  and  that  the  fheriff  or 
other  perfon  executing  the  fame 
muft  be  confidered  a  mere  t ref- 
pa  fie  r,  and  be  refilled  accordingly. 
But  there  is  no  other  way  at  prefent 
to  refill  fuch  illegal  procefs  but 
a<5lual  force.  And  it  appears  ne- 
ceffary  that  another  remedy  fhould 
be  afforded,  by  providing  a  fum- 
mary  mode  of  fuperfeding  any 
fuch  procefs,  through  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  courts  of  juftice  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  by  mak¬ 
ing  it  penal  for  any  fheriff  or 
other  perfon,  to  execute  the 
fame,  or  in  any  manner  to 
attempt  to  take  property  which 
by  virtue  of  any  law  of  the 
United  States  is  in  the  collector's 
pofleffion. 

3.  In  fome  inftances  where  vef- 
fels  and  cargoes  libelled  for  in¬ 
fractions  of  the  embargo  have 
been  reftored  to  their  owners  on 
their  giving  fecurity  for  the  ap- 
praifed  value,  the  valuations  have 
been  fo  low  as  to  reduce  the  for¬ 
feiture  to  an  inconfiderable  fum, 
thereby  defeating  altogether  the 
law.  It  is  fuggefted  that  this 
might  be  prevented  by  a  pro- 
vifion  authorifing  and  directing 
the  diftrict  judges  to  fet  afide  on 
motion  of  the  diftriCt  attorney, 
fuch  valuation,  whenever  in  their 
opinion  falling  ftiort  of  the  true 
value. 

On  the  fubjett  of  mandamus  >  I 
will  only  obferve  that,  in  the  only 
inftance  which  has  taken  place,  the 
court,  fuppofing  they  had  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  could  not,  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  queftion  was  brought 
before  them,  have  decided  other- 
wife  than  they  did,  but  that  it  is 
delirable  that  the  queftion  of  jurif* 
diftion,  as  it  relates  either  to  the 
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courts  In  whom  the  power  ought 
to  be  veiled,  or  to  the  courts  to 
which  it  ftiould  extend,  fhould  be 
precifely  defined  by  law. 

I  have  not  in  this  communica¬ 
tion  taken  into  confideration  the 
technical  defeats  of  the  exifting 
embargo  laws,becaufe  profecudons 
do  not  fall  within  my  immediate 
cognizance,  and  I  do  not  feel  com¬ 
petent  to  the  talk  of  pointing  out 
the  neceffary  alterations.  Mea- 
fures  have,  however,  been  taken 
to  procure  on  that  fubieft  and  from 
the  proper  fources,  information 
which  will  hereafter  be  laid  before 
the  committee. 

To  the  remaining  enquiry  of  the 
committee,  whether  the  inconve¬ 
niences  of  the  prefent  fyftem  may 
not  in  fome  degree  be  removed,  I 
can  only  anfwer,  generally,  that  a 
law  which  lays  fuch  extenfive  re- 
ftriftions  as  the  embargo,  cannot  be 
carried  intoeffeft  without  impofing 
ferious  inconveniences  even  on  the 
domeftic  intercourfe  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  thefe  muft  necef- 
farily  be  increafed  in  proportion  to 
the  oppofition  and  efforts  to  evade 
or  violate  the  law.  It  has  already 
been  ftated  that  proviiions  which 
will  render  the  bond  given  by  coaft- 
ing  veffels  a  complete  fecuri ty 
againft  violations  of  them,  will  di- 
minifh  the  neceffity  and  extent  of 
more  arbitrary  reftriftions.  An 
authority  to  permit  on  proper  fecu- 
rity  being  given,  fuch  veffels  when 
they  arrive  in  port,  to  keep  their 
cargoes  on  board,  would  afford 
fome  relief.  And  I  think  that  the 
credit  on  duties  accruing  on  the 
importation  of  fome  articles  which 
was  allowed  by  the  act  of  ioth 
March  laft,  fhould  be  extended  to 
all  importations  of  the  fame  articles 
made  after  the  palling  of  the  aft. 
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thofe  made  in  veffels  which  failed 
under  fpecial  permiffion  only  ex¬ 
cepted.  With  refpeft  to  this  laft 
clafs  of  importations,  as  they  were 
permitted  by  fpecial  indulgence,  as 
it  is  underftood  that  it  has  been 
impoffible  in  many  cafes  to  prevent 
its  being  abufed,  and  as  in  almoft 
all  the  parties  having  a  fpecies  of 
exclufive  privilege,  have  made  fuffi- 
ciently  profitable  voyages,  the  pro¬ 
priety,  particularly  in  the  exifting 
fituation  of  the  revenue,  of  allow¬ 
ing  them  alfo  the  advantages  of  an 
extended  credit  on  duties,  is  not 
perceived. 


Report  of  the  Embargo  Committee . 

After  a  period  of  15  years  of 
peace  hardly  interrupted  by  tran- 
fient  hoftilities,  and  of  profperity 
unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  the  United  States  are,  for 
the  firft  time  fince  the  treaty  which 
terminated  the  revolutionary  war, 
placed  in  a  fituation  equally  diffi¬ 
cult,  critical,  and  dangerous. 

Thefe  principles  recognized  by 
the  civilized  world,  under  the  name 
of  Law  of  Nations,  which  hereto¬ 
fore  controlled  belligerent  powers, 
regulated  the  duties  of  neutrals,  and 
protefted  their  rights,  are  now 
avowedly  difregarded  or  forgotten 
by  Great  Britain  and  France.  Each 
of  thofe  two  nations  captures  and 
condemns  all  American  veffels  trad¬ 
ing  with  her  enemies  or  her  ene¬ 
my’s  allies,  and  every  European 
power  having  become  a  party  in  the 
conteft,  the  whole  of  our  commerce 
with  Europe  and  European  colo¬ 
nies,  becomes  liable  to  capture  by 
either  one  or  the  other.  If  there 
be  any  nominal  exception,  it  is 
made  on  a  condition  of  tribute, 
[Z  z  2]  which 
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which  only  adds  infult  to  the  in¬ 
jury. 

The  only  plea  urged  in  juftifi- 
cation  of  thofe  hoftilities,  is  that 
of  retaliation,  grounded  on  a  pre¬ 
fumed  acquiescence  of  the  United 
States  in  previous  aggreffions  by 
the  other  party.  Waving  a  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  corre&nefs  of  the 
principle  of  retaliation,  a  principle 
doubtful  in  itfelf  and  altogether  in- 
admiffible  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  has  been  carried,  and  when  oper¬ 
ating  on  the  neutral  rather  than  on 
the  enemy  :  it  is  altogether  untrue 
that  the  United  States  have  volun¬ 
tarily  acquiefced  in  the  unlawful  ag¬ 
greffions  of  either  nation  ;  omitted 
or  delayed  any  meafures  calculated 
to  obtain  redress,  or  in  any  refpe<5t 
deviated  from  that  impartiality  to 
which  they  were  bound  by  their 
neutrality.— France  has  alluded  to 
the  violations  of  the  national  flag, 
and  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  in  the  inftances  of 
Pierce's  murder,  of  the  outrage  on 
the  Chefapeake,  and  of  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Impetuous.  The  mea¬ 
fures  taken  to  obtain  redrefs  in 
thofe  cafes  are  of  public  notoriety, 
and  it  may  be  added,  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  lad,  thofe  ag¬ 
greffions  on  the  fovereignty  of  the 
United  States  did  not  affect  their 
neutrality,  and  gave  no  right  to 
France  either  of  complaint  or  in¬ 
terference.  Setting  afide  irregulari¬ 
ties  of  lefs  importance,  and  equally 
chargeable  to  both  nations,  fuch  as 
the  Britifh  order  of  June  1803,  ar)d 
the  decree  of  the  French  General 
Ferrand  ;  the  principal  violations 
by  England  of  the  neutral  rights  of 
America,  prior  to  the  Berlin  de¬ 
cree  of  November,  1806,  and 
which  if  acquiefced  in  might  have 
given  grounds  of  complaint  to 


France  are  the  capture  of  American 
veffels  laden  with  colonial  produce, 
founded  on  a  renewal  of  that  pre¬ 
tended  principle  generally  called 
*  the  Rule  of  1756/  the  impreff- 
ment  of  American  feamen,  com¬ 
pelled  thereby  to  become  the  auxi¬ 
liaries  of  England  againft  France, 
and  proclamation  of  nominal  block¬ 
ades,  particularly  that  of  the  coaft 
from  the  river  Elbe  to  Breft  noti¬ 
fied  in  May  1806. 

It  will  not  be  afferted  that  the 
United  States  have  ever  tamely  ac¬ 
quiefced  in  either  of  thofe  preten- 
fions.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that 
with  refpeft  to  the  two  firft,  the 
moil  ftrenuous  efforts  were  incef- 
fantly  made  to  procure  an  alteration 
of  the  Britifh  fyftem. 

It  is  true  that  to  the  nominal 
proclamation  blockades  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  United  States  had  oppofed 
only  fpirited  and  repeated  remon- 
ftrances,  and  that  these  had  not  al¬ 
ways  been  fuccefsful.  But  the 
meafures  which  a  neutral  nation 
may  be  fuppofed  bound  to  take 
againft  the  infractions  of  its  neu¬ 
trality,  muft  always  bear  a  certain 
proportion  to  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  injury  received,  and  to  the 
means  of  oppofition.  It  cannot 
certainly  be  pretended  that  a  hafty 
refort  to  war,  fhould  in  every  fuch 
inftance  become  the  duty  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Nor  can  the  irregularities  of 
England,  in  declaring  in  a  flare  of 
blockade,  a  certain  extent  of  coaft, 
part  of  which  was  not,  and  the 
whole  of  which  could  not,  even  by 
her  powerful  navy,  be  actually  in¬ 
verted  and  blockaded,  be  pleaded 
in  jollification  of  that  decree,  by 
which  France,  without  an  efficient 
fleet,  pretends  to  announce  the 
blockade  of  the  dominion  of  a 
power  which  has  the  inconteftible 
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command  of  the  fea,  and  before  no 
port  of  which  fhe  can  flation  a  fin- 
gle  veffel. 

The  Milan  decree  of  i  807  can 
ftill  lefs  reffc  for  its  defence  on  the 
fuppofed  acquiefcence  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Britifh  orders  of  the 
preceding  month,  fince  thofe  orders 
which  have  not  certainly  been  ac- 
quiefced  in,  were  not  even  known  in 
America  at  the  date  of  the  decree. 
And  it  is  proper  here  to  add,  that 
the  French  have,  particularly  by  the 
fequeftration  of  certain  veffels  in 
their  ports,  and  by  burning  our  fhips 
on  the  high  Teas,  gone  even  beyond 
the  tenor  of  their  own  extraordi¬ 
nary  edids. 

The  allegation  of  an  acquief¬ 
cence  in  the  Berlin  decree  of  No¬ 
vember,  1 806,  by  which  alone  the 
Britilh  government  pretends  to  juf- 
tify  the  orders  in  council,  is  equally 
unfounded.  In  the  note  on  that 
fubjed  addreffed  on  the  31ft  De¬ 
cember,  1 806,  by  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  to  the  American  minif* 
ters,  after  having  ftated  that iC  they 
could  not  believe  that  the  enemy 
v/ould  ever  ferioufly  attempt  to 
enforce  fucha  fyHem,”  the  follow¬ 
ing  declaration  is  exprefsly  made, 
**  If,  however,  the  enemy  fhould 
carry  thefe  threats  into  execution, 
and  if  neutral  nations,  contrary  to 
all  expedition,  fhould  acquiefce  in 
fuch  ufurpations,  his  Majefty  might 
probably  be  compelled,  however 
reludantly,  to  retaliate  in  his  juft 
defence,  &cd*  The  two  requisites 
neceffary  in  the  opinion  of  Great 
Britain  to  juftify  retaliation,  are 
ftated  to  be  the  execution  of  the 
decree,  and  the  acquiefcence  of  neu¬ 
tral  nations.  Yet,  within  eight 
days  after,  and  in  the  face  of  that 
declaration,  without  waiting  for 
after tainirig  either  of  thofe  fads, 
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the  retaliating  Britifh  order  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  7,  1807,  was  iffted,  which, 
contrary  to  the  acknowledged  law 
of  nations,  fubjeded  to  capture 
veffels  of  the  United  States  failing 
from  the  port  of  one  belligerent  to 
a  port  of  another  belligerent. 

The  United  States  in  the  mean¬ 
while  and  without  delay,  had  taken 
the  neceffary  fteps  to  afcertain  the 
manner  in  which  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  intended  to  execute  their 
decree. 

That  decree  might  be  conftrued 
merely  as  a  municipal  law,  forbid** 
ding  the  introdudion  of  Britifh 
merchandize,  and  the  admiffion  of 
veffels  coming  from  England.  Un¬ 
der  that  afped,  and  if  combined  to 
that  objed,  the  neutral  rights  of 
America  were  not  affeded  by  its 
operation. 

A  belligerent  may,  without  any 
infradion  of  neutral  rights,  forbid 
the  admiffion  into  his  ports  of  any 
veffel  coming  from  the  ports  of  his 
enemy.  And  France  had  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  fame  right  to  exclude  from 
her  dominions  every  fpecies  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  merchandize,  which  the  United 
States  have  exercifed  in  forbidding 
the  importation  of  certain  fpecies. 
Great  Britain  might  be  injured  by 
fuch  regulations :  but  America  had 
no  more  right  to  complain  of  that 
par  t  of  the  decree,  than  France  had 
to  objed  to  the  American  Non¬ 
importation  Ad.  So  far  indeed  as 
refpeds  the  United  States,  they 
were  placed  by  the  municipal  part 
of  the  decree  in  the  fame  fituation, 
in  relation  to  France,  in  which  they 
are  placed  in  their  intercourfe  with 
Great  Britain  by  the  permanent 
laws  of  that  country.  The  French 
decree  forbids  American  veffels  to 
import  Britifh  merchandize  into 
France.  The  Britifh  Navigation 
[Zsg]  Ad 
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Aft  forbids  American  veffels  to 
import  French  merchandize  into 
England.  But  that  broad  clause 
of  the  Berlin  decree  which  declared 
the  Britifh  illands  in  a  Bate  of 
blockade,  though  not  followed  by 
regulations  to  that  cfteft,  ft  ill 
threatened  an  intended  operation 
on  the  high  feas.  This,  if  carried 
into  efFeft,  would  be  a  flagrant  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  fuch  they 
would  be  bound  tooppofe  it.  The 
minifter  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris  immediately  applied  for  ex¬ 
planation  on  that  fubjeft  ;  and  the 
French  minifter  of  marine,  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1806,  feven 
days  before  the  date  of  the  above 
mentioned  note  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  ftated  in  anfwer,  that 
the  decree  made  no  alteration  in 
the  regulations  then  obferved  in 
France  with  regard  to  neutral  na-** 
vigation,  or  to  the  commercial 
convention  of  the  United  States 
with  France.  That  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  iflands  being  in 
a  ftate  of  blockade,  did  not  change 
the  exifting  French  laws  concerning 
maritime  capture,  and  that  Ameri¬ 
can  veffels  could  not  be  taken  at 
fea  for  the  mere  reafon  of  their 
being  going  to  o,r  returning  from 
an  Englifh  port0 

The  execution  of  the  decree  com¬ 
ported  for  feveral  months  with  thofe 
explanations;  feveral  veffels  were 
arrefted  for  having  introduced  arti¬ 
cles  of  Englifh  growth  or  manu¬ 
facture,  and  among  them  fome 
which  being  aftually  from  England, 
and  laden  with  Englifh  colonial 
produce,  had  entered  with  forged 
papers  as  if  coming  from  the  United 
States. — But  no  alteration  of  the 
ftrft  conftruftion  given  by  the 
French  government  took  place  until 


the  month  of  September,  ifoj. 

'1  he  firft  condemnation  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  the  decree  fubjefted  neu¬ 
tral  veffels  to  capture  on  the  high 
feas,  was  that  of  the  Horizon,  on 
the  torh  of  October  following. 

Prior  to  that  time  there  could 
have  been  no  acquiefcence  in  a  de¬ 
cree  infringing  the  neutral  rights 
of  the  United  States,  becaufe  till 
that  time  it  was  explained,  and 
what  was  more  important,  execut¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  in¬ 
fringe  tbofe  rights,  becaufe  until 
then  no  fuch  infraftion  had  taken 
place.  The  minifters  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  at  the  reqtieft  of 
the  Britifh  minifter,  communicated 
to  him  on  the  18th  of  Oftober, 
1807,  the  fubftance  of  the  expla¬ 
nations  received,  and  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  decree  was  exe¬ 
cuted.  For  they  were  at  that  time 
ignorant  of  the  change  which  had 
taken  place. 

It  was  on  the  18  th  of  September, 
1807,  that  a  new  conftruftion  of 
the  decree  took  place  ;  an  inftruc- 
tion  having  on  that  day  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  council  of  prizes  by 
the  minifter  of  juftice,  by  which 
that  court  was  informed,  that 
French  armed  veffels  were  autho¬ 
rized,  under  that  decree,  to  feize, 
without  exception,  in  neutral  vef¬ 
fels,  either  Englifh  property  or 
merchandize  of  Englifh  growth  or 
manufafture. 

An  immediate  explanation  hav¬ 
ing  been  afked  from  the  French 
minifter  of  foreign  relations,  he 
confirmed,  in  his  anfwer  of  the 
7th  of  Oftober,  1S07,  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  his  government  to 
adopt  that  conftruftion.  Its  firft 
application  took  place  on  the  10th 
of  the  fame  month,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Horizon,  of  which  the  minifter 

of 


STATE  PAPERS. 


of  the  United  States  was  not  in¬ 
formed  until  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  ;  and  on  the  12th  of  that 
month,  he  prefented  a  fpirited  re- 
monftrance  againft  that  infraction 
of  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
States.  He  had,  in  the  meanwhile, 
tranfmitted  to  America  the  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  council  of  prizes  of  the 
1 8th  of  September.  This  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  month  of  December  : 
and  a  copy  of  the  decilion  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Horizon,  having  at  the 
fame  time  reached  government,  the 
prefident,  aware  of  theconfequences 
which  would  follow  that  new  ftate 
of  things,  communicated  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Congrefs  the  alteration  of 
the  French  decrees,  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  embargo,  which  was 
accordingly  laid  on  the  2  2d  of  De¬ 
cember,  1807;  at  which  time  it 
was  well  underilood,  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  that  the  Britilh  orders  in  coun¬ 
cil  of  November  preceding  had  if- 
fued,  although  they  were  not  offici¬ 
ally  communicated  to  our  govern- 
ment. 

On  the  1  ith  of  that  month,  thofe 
orders  did  actually  iflue,  declaring 
that  all  the  ports  of  France,  of  her 
Allies,  and  of  any  other  country  at 
war  with  England,  and  all  other 
ports  of  Europe,  from  which,  al¬ 
though  not  at  war  with  England, 
the  Britilh  flag  was  excluded,  Ihould 
thenceforth  be  confidered  as  if  the 
fame  were  a&ually  blockaded— that 
all  trade  in  the  articles  of  the  pro- 
duce  or  manufacture  of  the  faid 
countries  Ihould  be  deemed  unlaw¬ 
ful  ;  and  that  every  veflfel  trading 
from  or  to  the  faid  countries,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  goods  and  merchan- 
dize  on  board,  and  alfo  all  articles 
of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  faid  countries,  Ihould  be  liable 
to  capture  and  condemnation. 
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Thefe  orders  cannot  be  defend¬ 
ed  on  the  ground  of  their  being  in¬ 
tended  as  retaliating  on  account  of 
the  Berlin  decree,  as  conftruedand 
uniformly  executed  from  its  date  to 
the  1 8th  of  September,  1807, 
conltruCtion  and  execution  having 
till  then  infringed  no  neutral  rights. 
For  certainly,  the  monftrous  doc¬ 
trine  will  not  be  aliened,  even  by 
the  Britilh  government,  that  neu¬ 
tral  nations  are  bound  to  refill;  not 
only  the  aCts  of  belligerent  powers 
which  violate  their  rights,  but  alfo 
thofe  municipal  regulations,  which, 
however  they  may  injure  the  enemy, 
are  lawful  and  do  not  efFeCt  the  le¬ 
gitimate  rights  of  the  neutral.  The 
only  retaliation  to  be  ufed  in  fuch 
cafes,  mull  be  fuch  as  will  operate 
on  the  enemy  without  infringing 
the  rights  of  the  neutral.  If  folely 
intended  as  a  retaliation  on  the 
Berlin  decree,  as  executed  prior  to 
the  month  of  September,  the  Britilh 
orders  in  council  Ihould  have  been 
confined  to  forbidding  the  introduc¬ 
tion  into  Great  Britain,  of  French 
or  enemy's  merchandize,  and  the 
admiffion  into  Britilh  ports  of  neu¬ 
tral  veflfels,  coming  from  a  French 
or  other  enemy’s  port.  Indeed,  the 
ground  of  retaliation  on  account 
of  any  culpable  acquiefcence  of 
neutrals  in  decrees,  violating  their 
rights,  is  abandoned  by  the  very 
tenor  of  the  orders ;  their  opera¬ 
tion  being  extended  to  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  from  which  the  Britilh  flag 
was  excluded,  fuch  as  Auftria,  al¬ 
though  fuch  countries  were  neither 
at  war  with  Great  Britain,  nor  had 
palled  any  decree  in  any  way  af~ 
fe&ing  or  connedled  with  neutral 
rights. 

Nor  are  the  orders  jullifiable  on 
the  pretence  of  an  acquiefcence  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  in 
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the  French  decree  as  conftrued  and 
executed  fubfequent  to  the  1 8th  of 
Sept.  1807,  when  it  became  an  evi¬ 
dent  infraction  of  their  rights,  and 
fuch  as  they  were  bound  to  oppofe. 
For  their  mlnifter  at  Paris  imme¬ 
diately  made  the  neceffary  remon- 
flrances,  and  the  orders  were  iflued 
not  only  without  having  afccrtain- 
ed  whether  the  United  States  would 
acquiefce  in  the  injurious  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  French  decree,  but  more 
than  one  month  before  that  altera¬ 
tion  was  known  in  America.  .It 
may  even  be  afferted  that  the  al¬ 
teration  was  not  known  in  England 
when  the  orders  in  council  were 
iftiied  ;  the  inftrudion  of  the  18th 
September,  1807,  which  gave  the 
new  and  injurious  conftrudion,  not 
having  been  promulgated  in  France, 
and  its  firft  publication  having  been 
made  in  December,  1807,  anc^  by 
the  American  government  itfelf. 

The  Britilh  orders  in  council 
are,  therefore,  unjuftifiable  on  the 
principle  of  retaliation,  even  giving 
to  that  principle  all  the  latitude 
which  has  ever  been  avowedly  con- 
tended  for. 

They  are  in  open  violation  of  the 
folemn  declaration  made  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  minifters  in  December,  1806 ; 
that  retaliation  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  would  depend  on  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  an  unlawful  decree,  and  on 
the  acquiefcence  of  neutral  nations 
in  fuch  infra&ion  of  their  rights. 
And  they  were  alfo  ifiued,  notwith- 
itimding  the  official  communication 
made  by  the  minifters  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  that  the  French  decree 
was  conftrued  and  executed  fo  as 
not  to  infringe  their  neutral  rights, 
and  without  any  previous  notice  or 
intimation,  denying  the  correctnefs 
of  that  ftatement,  A 

The  Berlin  decree  as  expounded 
and  executed  fubfequent  to  the  1  Sth 


September,  1807,  anc^  t^1€  Britifh 
orders  in  council  of  the  1  ith  Nov. 
enfuing,  are,  therefore,  as  they  af? 
fed  the  United  States,  cotempora- 
neous  aggreftions  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  equally  unprovoked  and 
equally  indefenfibleon  the  prefumed 
ground  of  acquiefcence.  Thefe, 
together  with  the  Milan  decree  of 
December,  1807,  which  filled  the 
meafure,  would,  on  the  principle 
of  felf- defence,  have  juftified  im¬ 
mediate  hold iii ties  againft  both  na¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  They  thought  it  more  eli¬ 
gible  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  with¬ 
drawing  their  veflels  from  the 
ocean,  to  avoid  war,  at  leaft  for  a 
feafon,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
fnatch  their  immenfe  and  defence- 
lefs  commerce  from  impending  de~ 
ftrudion. 

Another  appeal  has  in  the  mean 
time  been  made,  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  vefted  in  the  prefident  for  that 
purpofe,  to  the  juft  ice  and  true  in- 
terefts  of  France  and  England.  The 
propofitions  made  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  arguments  urged  by 
their  minifters,  are  before  Con- 
grefs.  By  thefe,  the  very  pretext 
of  the  illegal  edids  was  removed, 
and  it  is  evident  that  a.  revocation 
by  either  nation  on  the  ground  on 
which  it  was  afked,  either  muft 
have  produced,  what  both  pretend¬ 
ed  to  have  in  view,  a  reft  oration  of 
the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  of* 
the  acknowledged  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations ;  or  in  cafe  of  refufal 
by  the  other  belligerent,  would, 
have  carried  intoefted,  in  the  mod 
efficient  manner,  the  oftenfible  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  edids,  and  made  the 
United  States  a  party  in  the  war 
againft  him.  The  effort  has  been 
ineffectual. 

The  propofitions  have  been  acr 
tually  rejeded  by  one  of  the  belli- 
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gerent  powers,  and  remain  unan¬ 
swered  by  the  other.  In  that  Hate 
of  things,  what  courfe  ought  the 
United  States  to  purfue  ?  Your 
committee  can  perceive  no  other 
alternative,  but  abjeCt  and  degrad¬ 
ing  fubmiffion  ;  war  with  both  na¬ 
tions ;  or  a  continuance  and  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  prefent  fufpenfion 
of  commerce. 

The  firft  cannot  require  any  dif- 
cuflion.  But  the  preffure  of  the 
embargo,  fo  fenfibly  felt,  and  the 
(calamities  infeparable  from  a  date 
of  war,  naturally  create  a  wifh  that 
fome  middle  courfe  might  be  difco- 
vered,  which  fhould  avoid  the  evils 
of  both,  and  not  be  inconfident 
with  national  honour  and  independ¬ 
ence.  That  illufion  mud  be  diffi- 
pated  ;  and  it  is  neceflary  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  fhould 
fully  underdand  the  fituation  in 
which  they  are  placed. 

There  i§  no  other  alternative,  but 
war  with  both  nations,  or  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  prefent  fydem.  For 
war  with  one  of  the  belligerents 
pnly,  would  be  fubmiffion  to  the 
edicts  and  will  of  the  other  $  and  a 
repeal  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the 
embargo  mud  necedarily  be  war  or 
fubmiffion. 

A  general  repeal  without  arming, 
would  be  fubmiffion  to  both  na¬ 
tions. 

A  general  repeal  and  arming  of 
pur  merchant  veffels,  would  be  war 
with  both,  and  war  pf  the  word 
|cind,  fuffering  the  enemies  to  plum* 
der  us  without  retaliation  upon 
them. 

A  partial  repeal  mud,  from  the 
fituation  of  Europe,  necedarily  be 
actual  fubmiffion  to  ope  of  the  ag- 
greflors,  and  war  with  the  other. 

The  lad  pofition,  is  the  only  one 
on  which  there  can  be  any  doubt  5 
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and  it  will  be  mod  fatisfaCtorily 
demondrated  by  feleCting  amongft 
the  feveral  modifications,  which 
might  be  fuggeded,  fuch  as  may 
on  firft  view  appear  the  lead  ex¬ 
ceptionable  ;  a  propodtion  to  re¬ 
peal  the  embargo,  fo  far  only  as  re¬ 
lates  to  thofe  powers,  which  have 
not  or  do  not  execute  any  decrees 
injurious  to  the  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  faid  that  the  adoption  of 
that  proportion  would  redore  our 
commerce  with  the  native  powers 
of  Afia  and  America,  and  with  Spain, 
Portugal,  Sweden,  and  Ruffia.  Let 
this  be  taken  for  granted,  although 
the  precife  line  of  conduct  now 
purfued  by  mod  of  thofe  nations, 
in  relation  to  the  United  States,  is 
not  correCtly  afcertained.  So  far 
as  relates  to  any  advantages  which 
would  refult  from  that  meafure,  if 
confined  to  its  odendble  objeCt,  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  $hat  the 
exports  of  articles  of  the  domedic 
produce  of  the  United  States,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  ending  the  30th  Sept. 
1807,  amounted  to  43,700,000, 
and  that  the  portion  exported  tq 
countries  above  enumerated,  falls 
fhort  of  feven  millions  ;  an  amount 
too  inconfiderable,  when  compared 
with  the  bulk  of  our  exports,  to 
deferve  attention,  even  if  a  quedion 
affeCting  the  independence  of  the 
nation  was  to  be  decided  by  confi- 
derations  of  immediate  profit. 

But  the  true  effeCt  pf  the  propo¬ 
rtion  would  be  to  open  an  indirect 
trade  with  great  Britain,  which, 
through  St.  Bartholomew  and  Ha- 
vannah,  Lifbon,  Cadiz,  or  Gotten- 
burgh,  would  receive,  at  prices  re¬ 
duced  by  glutted  markets,  and  for 
want  of  competition,  all  the  provi. 
lions,  naval  dores,  raw  materials 
for  her  manufactures,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles 
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tides  which  (he  may  want.  Whe¬ 
ther  (he  would  be  fatisfied  with  that 
favourable  (late  of  things,  or  whe¬ 
ther,  confidering  that  boon  as  a 
pledge  of  unqualified  fubmifiion, 
fhe  would,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  her  orders,  interrupt  our  fcanty 
commerce  with  Ruflia,  and  occa- 
fionally  under  fome  new  pretext, 
capture  rather  than  purchafe  the 
cargoes  intended  for  her  own  ufe,  is 
equally  uncertain  and  unimportant. 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  a  mea- 
fure  which  would  fupply,  exclu. 
lively,  one  of  the  belligerents, 
would  be  at  war  with  the  other. 
Confidered  merely  as  a  queftion  of 
profit,  it  would  be  much  more 
eligible,  at  once  to  raife  the  em¬ 
bargo  in  relation  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  as  we  would  then,  at  lead, 
have  the  advantages  of  a  direft 
market  with  the  confumer.  But 
the  propofition  can  only  be  defend¬ 
ed  on  the  ground  that  France  is  the 
only  aggreffor,  and,  that  having 
no  juft  reafon  to  complain  of  Eng¬ 
land,  it  is  our  duty  to  fubmit  to  her 
orders.  On  that  inadmiffible  fup- 
pofition,  it  would  not  only  be  more 
candid,  but  alfo  more  dignified,  as 
well  as  a  more  advantageous  courfe, 
openly  to  join  England  and  to 
make  war  againft  France.  The  ob¬ 
ject  would  be  clearly  underftood, 
an  ally  would  be  obtained,  and  the 
meannefs  of  fubmifiion  might  be 
better  palliated. 

It  appears  unnecefifary  to  putfue 
any  further  the  examination  of  pro- 
pofitions,  which  the  difficult  fitua- 
tion  of  the  United  States  could 
alone  have  fuggefted,  and  which 
will  prove  more  inadmiffible,  or 
impracticable,  as  the  fubjeft  is  more 
thoroughly  inveftigated.  The  al¬ 
ternative  is  painful  ;  it  is  between 
a  continual  fufpenfionof  commerce, 


and  war  with  both  England  and 
France.  But  the  choice  muft  ulti¬ 
mately  be  made  between  the  two  j 
and  it  is  important  that  we  fhould 
be  prepared  for  either  the  one  or 
the  other. 

The  aggreffions  of  England  and 
France,  colle&ivelyaffeftingalmoft 
the  whole  of  our  commerce,  and 
perfified  in,  notwithftanding  repeat¬ 
ed  remonftrances,  explanations,  and 
propofitions  the  moft  candid  and 
unexceptionable,  are  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  a  maritime  war  waged 
by  both  nations  againft  the  United 
States.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  ultimate  and  only  effectual  mode 
of  refilling  that  warfare,  if  perfift- 
ed  in,  is  war.  A  permanent  fuf- 
penfion  of  commerce,  after  repeat¬ 
ed  and  unavailing  efforts  to  obtain 
peace,  would  not  properly  be  re- 
fiftance  :  it  would  be  withdrawing 
from  the  conteft,  and  abandoning 
our  indifpu table  right  freely  to  na¬ 
vigate  the  ocean.  The  prefen t  un¬ 
fettled  ftate  of  the  world,  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fituation  in  which  the 
United  States  are  placed,  and  the 
necefiity,  if  war  be  reforted  to,  of 
making  it  at  the  fame  time  againft 
both  nations,  and  thefe  the  two 
moft  powerful  of  the  world,  are 
the  principal  caufes  of  hefitation. 
There  would  be  none  in  reforting  to 
that  remedy,  however  calamitous, 
if  a  fele<ftiqn  could  be  made  on  any 
principle  of  juft  ice,  or  without  a 
facrifice  of  national  independence. 
On  a  queftion  of  fuch  difficulty, 
involving  the  moft  important  in- 
terefts  of  the  Union,  and  which 
has  not,  perhaps,  until  lately  been 
fufficiently  confidered,  your  com¬ 
mittee  think  the  houfe  alone  com¬ 
petent  to  pronounce  a  decifive  opi¬ 
nion  :  and  they  have,  in  this  re¬ 
port,  confined  thcmfelves  to  an 

expo  fit  ion. 
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expedition  of  the  fubjed,  and  to 
fuch  introductory  refolutions,  as 
will  be  equally  applicable  to  either 
alternative.  The  firft  of  thefe  be¬ 
ing  merely  declaratory  of  a  deter¬ 
mination  not  to  fubmit  to  foreign 
aggreffions,  may,  perhaps  at  a  firft 
view,  appear  fuperfluous.  It  is, 
however,  believed  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  that  a  pledge  by  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation,  that  they  will 
not  abandon  its  effential  rights,  will 
not  at  this  critical  moment  be  un¬ 
acceptable. 

The  mifapprehenfions  which 
feem  to  have  exifted,  and  the  mif- 
ueprefentations  which  have  been 
circulated,  refpeding  the  ftate  of 
our  foreign  relations,  render  alfo 
fuch  declaration  expedient.  And 
it  may  not  be  ufelefs  that  every  fo¬ 
reign  nation  fhould  underftand  that 
its  aggreffions  never  will  be  jufti- 
fied  or  encouraged  by  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  American  citizens.  For 
the  queftion  for  every  citizen  now 
is,  whether  he  will  rally  round  the 
government  of  his  choice,  or  enlift 
under  foreign  banners  ?  Whether  he 
will  be  for  his  country,  or  againft 
his  country  ? 


lie  port  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  of  Maffachu - 
fetts ,  upon  the  fuhject  of  the  Em - 
b ar go ,  dated y  l$th  Nov,  iBoT 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
sider,  Whether  it  will  be  expe¬ 
dient  for  this  legiftature  to  adopt 
any  meafure  with  a  view  to  procure 
a  repeal  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  interdicting  to  the  citizens 
all  foreign  commerce  and  impofing 
vexatious  embarrafsments  on  the 
coafting  trade  ;  to  relieve  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  commonwealth  from 
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their  prefent  diftrefled  ftate,  and  to 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  that  ruin 
which  threatens  to  involve  all  daffies 
of  the  community,’*  beg  leave  to 
report :  That  the  committee  per¬ 
ceive  with  the  moft  ferious  regret, 
that  the  diftrefles  occafioned  by  the 
feveral  laws  impofing  an  embargo, 
have  borne  with  extreme  and  in- 
creafing  preffure  upon  the  people  ; 
and  every  day’s  experience  juftifies 
a  belief  that  a  continuance  of  thefe 
laws  muft  foon  become  intolerable. 
As  meafures  of  coercion,  they  are 
now  acknowledged  to  be  altogether 
impotent.  They  afford  fatisfadion 
to  France,  and  are  regarded  as  in¬ 
effectual  demonftrations  of  a  hoftile 
difpofition  by  Great  Britain.  Upon 
our  own  country,  their  effeds  are 
becoming  daily  and  palpably  more 
injurious.  The  produce  of  our 
agriculture,  of  our  forefts,  and  our 
fifheries,  is  excluded  altogether 
from  every  foreign  market ;  our 
merchants  and  mechanics  are  de¬ 
prived  of  employment ;  our  coafl- 
ing  trade  is  interrupted  and  ha- 
raffed  by  the  moft  grievous  embar- 
raffments ;  and  our  foreign  trade  is 
becoming  diverted  into  channels, 
from  which  there  is  no  profped  of 
its  return.  The  fources  of  our  re¬ 
venue  are  drL’d  up,  and  govern¬ 
ment  muft  foon  refort  to  direCt 
taxation.  Our  failors  are  forced 
to  expatriate  themfelves.  Strong 
temptations  are  offered  to  fyftem- 
atic  evafions  of  the  laws,  which 
tend  to  corrupt  the  fpirit  of  ho¬ 
nourable  commerce,  and  will  ma¬ 
terially  injure  the  public  morals. 
In  fad,  the  evils  which  are  menaced 
by  the  continuance  of  this  policy 
are  fo  enormous  and  deplorable, 
the  fufpenfion  of  commerce  is  fo 
contrary  to  the  habits  of  our  peo¬ 
ple,  and  fo  repugnant  to  their  feel? 
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ings  and  interefts,  that  they  muft 
foon  become  intolerable,  and  en¬ 
danger  our  domeftic  peace  and  the 
union  of  thefe  ftates.  As  the  em¬ 
bargo  laws  have  been  the  caufe  of 
the  public  diftrefs,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  no  equal,  per¬ 
manent,  or  efFefiual  relief  can  be 
afforded  to  the  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  but  by  the  repeal  of 
thefe  laws.  They  perfuade  them- 
felves  that  the  congrefs  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  muft  be  fully  impreffed 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  total  inefficacy 
of  thefe  laws  for  any  valuable  pur- 
pofe,  and  of  their  aired  tendency 
to  the  moft  ferious  confequences. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  truft, 
that  congrefs  will  not  fail  to  repeal 
them.  In  this  confidence,  there¬ 
fore,  your  committee  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  upon  this  fubjed,  the  legifla- 
ture  fhould,  in  its  prefent  feffion, 
confine  itfelf  to  a  repeated  difap- 
probation  of  the  laws  interdiding 
foreign  commerce,  and  to  inftrud- 
ing  our  fenators,  and  requeftingour 
reprefentatives  in  congrefs  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  exertions  to  procure 
their  repeal. 

Your  committee  might  have  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  the  preced¬ 
ing  remarks,  had  not  the  late  mef- 
fage  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  excited  the  moft  ferious 
alarm,  which,  in  the  prefent  critical 
ftate  of  the  country,  they  conceive 
it  a  duty  to  exprefs.  They  perceive, 
with  the  moft  painful  regret,  that, 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  prefident, 
our  country  is  now  prefen  ted  with 
the  only  alternative  of  a  continued 
embargo,  or  a  ruinous  war ;  but 
they  cannot  hefitate  to  exprefs  their 
confident  belief  that  the  wifdom  of 
the  government  may  yet  find  means 
to  avoid  the  neceffity  of  eleding 
between  thefe  great  publip  calami¬ 


ties.  If,  however,  this  fevere  necef¬ 
fity  exifts  in  regard  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  they  are  led  by  the  meflage 
to  prefume  that  it  refults,  in  a 
great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  from 
the  determination  of  the  executive 
to  adhere  to  the  proclamation  of 
July  1807,  interdiding  all  Britifh 
Chips  of  war  from  the  waters  of  the 
United  States  ;  which  has  been, 
and  as  we  infer  from  the  mefiage, 
is  ftill  deemed  by  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  a  meafure  fo  inhofpita- 
ble  and  oppreffive,  if  not  hoftile  in 
its  character,  as  to  form  an  infuper- 
able  obftacle  to  amicable  adjuft- 
ment. 

Upon  this  delicate  and  important 
fubjed,  the  committee  are  far  from 
afterting,  that  the  attack  on  the  fri¬ 
gate  Chefapeake  did  not  juftifv  the 
original  iffuing  of  this  proclama¬ 
tion,  and  enforcing  it  fo  long  as  the 
injury  might  be  prefumed  to  have 
the  fandion  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment.  But  as  this  violation  of  the 
neutral  rights  was  promptly  and 
explicitly  disavowed  by  the  Sovc. 
reign  of  the  aggreffior,  before  the 
remonft ranees  or  meafures  of  our 
government  could  be  known  :  as 
the  right  to  fearch  our  national 
fnips  was  exprefsly  dilclaimed,  and 
a  fpecial  envoy  deputed  for  the  pro- 
felled  objed  of  making  to  our  go¬ 
vernment  a  full,  fatisfadory,  and 
public  reparation,  on  the  fimpie 
condition  of  a  previous  revocation 
of  this  proclamation ;  your  com. 
mittee  are  conftrained  to  declare 
their  opinion,  that  fucfi  a  revoca. 
tion,  under  fuch  circumftances* 
would  not  have  involved  any  dis¬ 
honourable  conceffion,  or  an  aban¬ 
donment  of  any  juft  right  or  pre. 
tenfions,  but  would  have  been  a 
fair,  reafonable,  and  magnanimous 
pledge  of  the  fincerity  of  the  wiflies 
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of  the  American  government  to 
reftore  the  accuftomed  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  between  the  two 
countries.  This  courfe  muft  have 
compelled  the  Britifh  envoy  to  have 
offered  that  ample  and  honourable 
reparation,  which  would  have  been 
deemed  by  our  nation  and  by  the 
world,  an  adequate  atonement  for 
the  outrage;  or  have  juftified,  in 
the  event  of  its  refufal,  not  only 
the  renewal  of  the  proclamation, 
but  the  adoption  of  meafures  of 
the  mod  rigorous  and  hoftile  de» 
scription. 

But  even  on  the  precife  pre- 
fumption  that  the  courfe  adopted 
by  the  government,  in  refufing  to 
revoke  the  proclamation  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  to  the  adjuftment  of  that 
controverfy,  be  fandlioned  by  the 
ufages  of  nations,  and  the  juftice  of 
our  claims,  your  committee  are 
ftill  of  opinion,  that  a  punctilious 
adherence  to  diplomatic  forms  and 
precedents  fhould  not  be  maintained 
at  the  rilk  of  war,  by  a  nation 
whofe  genius  and  policy  are  pacific  ; 
and  which,  while  juftly  jealous  of 
its  national  honour  and  indepen¬ 
dence,  looks  principally  to  the  fub- 
ftantial  fecurity  of  thofe  bleffings, 
and  regards  as  infignificant  thofe 
petty  contentions  which  originat¬ 
ing  in  courtly  pride  and  vanity, 
frequently  terminate  in  bloody 
wars  :  and  they,  therefore,  think 
that  this  proclamation  ought  not, 
in  the  prefent  lituation  of  Europe 
and  this  country,  to  remain  as  the 
only,  or  even  as  the  principal  bar¬ 
rier  to  the  refioration  of  our  ami¬ 
cable  relations  with  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion. 

Your  committee  therefore  aik 
leave  to  report  the  following  refo- 
lutions  : 

Refolved,  that  the  fenators  of 
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this  commonwealth  in  congrefs,  be 
inftrmfted,  and  the  reprefentatives 
thereof  requeued,  to  ufe  their  ftre- 
nuous  exertions  to  procure  an  im¬ 
mediate  repeal  of  the  various  laws 
impofing  an  embargo  on  the  fhips 
and  veffels  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  only  equal  and  effe&ual  means 
of  affording  permanent  relief  to  the 
citizens  of  this  commonwealth  from 
the  aggravated  evils  which  they 
now  experience. 

Refolved  that  although  this  le¬ 
gislature  would  cheerfully  fupport 
the  general  government  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  a  juft  and  neceflary 
war,  yet  they  cannot  perceive  the 
neceffity  intimated  in  the  meflage 
of  the  prefident  to  congrefs,  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  embargo,  or  reforting 
to  war.  That  it  is  not  the  policy 
of  the  United  States  to  engage  in 
a  controverfy  with  any  nation, 
upon  points  of  diplomatic  ufage, 
or  equivocal  right,  provided  fub. 
ftantial  reparation  for  injuries  can 
be  obtained  ;  and  that  the  revoca¬ 
tion  of  the  proclamation  interdict¬ 
ing  the  Britifh  fhips  of  war  from 
our  waters  ought  not,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  iegiftature,  to  be 
deemed  an  inadmiffible  prelimi¬ 
nary,  which  fhould  obftruCt  the 
adjuftment  of  the  controverfy  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 


America . 

Wafbington,  May  22.  Extra 
Sefiion.  This  day  both  houfes  of 
congrefs  aftembled  in  their  refpec- 
tive  chambers.  In  fenate  twenty- 
one  members  attended.  In  the 
lower  houfe,  at  the  firft  call,  120 
members  appeared.  General  Var- 
num  is  re- elected  fpeaker. 

Yr.'fident'i 
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Preji dent's  Me  [[age. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  prefident 
of  the  United  States  communicated, 
by  Mr. Graham,  the  follow  ingmef* 
fage  to  both  houfes  of  congrefs : 

Wajhington  City ,  May  23. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  fenate, 
and  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives. — On  this  firfl  occafion  of 
meeting  you,  it  affords  me  much 
fatisfa&ion  to  be  able  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  commencement  of  a  fa¬ 
vourable  change  in  our  foreign  re¬ 
lations  ;  the  critical  ftate  of  which 
induced  a  feffion  of  congrefs  at 
this  period.  In  confequence  of 
the  provifions  of  the  aft  interdict¬ 
ing  commercial  intercourfe  with 
Great  Britain  and  France,  our 
minifters  at  London  and  Paris 
were,  without  delay,  inflru&ed  to 
let  it  be  underftood  by  the  French 
and  Britifh  governments,  that  the 
authority  veiled  in  the  executive, 
to  renew  commercial  intercourfe 
with  their  refpeftive  nations, 
would  be  exercifed  in  the  cafe  fpe- 
cified  by  that  ad.  Soon  after 
thefe  inftrudions  were  difpatched, 
it  was  found  that  the  Britifh.  go¬ 
vernment,  anticipating,  from  early 
proceedings  of  congrefs  at  their 
laft  feffion,  the  ftate  of  our  laws, 
which  has  had  the  effed  of  placing 
the  two  belligerent  powers  on  a 
footing  of  equal  reftridions,  and 
relying  on  the  conciliatory  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  United  States, 
had  tranfmitted  to  their  legation 
here  provifonal  inllrudions,  not 
only  to  offer  fatisfadion  for  the 
attack  on  the  frigate  Chefapeake 
and  to  make  known  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  his  Britannic  Majefly  to 
fend  an  envoy  extraordinary  with 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all 
points  between  the  two  countries, 


but  moreover,  to  fgnify  his  will- 
ingnefs,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
withdraw  his  orders  in  council, 
in  the  perfuafion  that  the  inter¬ 
courfe  with  Great  Britain  would 
be  renewed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  Thefe  Heps  of  the 
Britifh  government  led  to  the 
correfpondence  and  the  proclama¬ 
tion  now  laid  before  you  ;  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  which,  the  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries  will  be 
renewable  after  the  10th  day  of 
June  next.  Whillt  1  take  plea¬ 
sure  in  doing  juflice  to  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  his  Britannic  Majelly, 
which,  no  longer  adhering  to  the 
policy  which  made  an  abandon¬ 
ment  by  France,  of  her  decrees,  a 
pre-requilite  to  a  revocation  of 
the  Britifh  orders,  have  fubftituied 
the  amicable  courfe  which  has 
iffued  thus  happily  ;  I  cannot  do 
lefs  than  refer  to  the  propofal  here¬ 
tofore  made  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stares,  embracing  a  like 
reiteration  of  the  fufpended  com- 
merce,  as  a  proof  of  the  fpirit  of 
accommodation  which  has  at  no 
time  been  intermitted,  and  to  the 
refult  which  now  calls  for  our 
congratulations  as  corroborating 
the  principles  by  which  the  public 
councils  have  been  guided  during 
a  period  of  the  moft  trying  em- 
barraffments.  The  difcontinuance 
of  the  Britifh  orders,  as  they  re- 
fpeft  the  United  States,  having 
been  thus  arranged,  a  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  event  has  been  for¬ 
warded,  in  one  of  our  public 
veffels,  to  our  roinifler  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  at  Paris,  with  inftruclions 
to  avail  nimfelf  of  the  important 
addition  thereby  made  to  the  con- 
fiderations  which  prefs  on  the 
juftice  of  the  French  government 
a  revocation  of  its  decrees,  or 
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fuch  a  modification  of  them  as 
that  they  fhall  ceafe  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  The  revifion  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  laws,  proper  to  adapt  them 
to  the  arrangement  which  has 
taken  place  with  Great  Britain, 
will  doubtlefs  engage  the  early  at» 
tention  of  congrefs.  It  will  be 
worthy,  at  the  fame  time,  of  their 
juft  and  provident  care,  to  make 
fuch  further  alterations  in  the  laws 
as  will  more  efpecially  proteft  and 
fofter  the  feveral  branches  of  ma¬ 
nufacture  which  have  been  recently 
inftituted  or  extended  by  the  laud, 
able  exertions  of  our  citizens.  It 
will  reft  with  the  judgment  of 
congrefs  to  decide  how  far  the 
change  in  our  external  profpefts 
may  authorize  any  modifications 
of  the  laws  relating  to  the  army 
and  navy  eftablilhments.  The 
works  of  defence  for  our  fea-port 
towns  and  harbours  have  proceed¬ 
ed  with  as  much  activity  as  the 
feafon  of  the  year  and  other  cir. 
cumftances  would  admit.  It  is 
necefifary,  however,  to  ftate,  that 
the  appropriations  hitherto  made 
being  found  to  be  deficient,  a  far¬ 
ther  provifion  will  claim  the  early 
confideration  of  congrefs.  The 
whole  of  the  eight  per  cent,  dock 
remaining  due  by  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  5,300,000 
dollars,  had  been  reimburfed  on 
the  laft  day  of  the  year  1808. 
And  on  the  firft  day  of  April  laft 
the  fum  in  the  treafury  exceeded 
nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
This,  together  with  the  receipts 
of  the  current  year,  on  account  of 
former  revenue  bonds,  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  nearly,  if  not  altogether, 
fufficient  to  defray  the  expences  of 
the  year.  But  the  fufpenfion  of 
exports  and  the  confequent  de- 
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creafe  of  importations,  during  the. 
laft  twelve  months,  will  neeeiTarily 
caufe  a  great  diminution  in  the 
receipts  of  the  year  1810.  After 
that  year,  fhould  our  foreign  rela¬ 
tions  be  undifturbed,  the  revenue 
will  again  be  more  than  commen- 
furate  to  all  the  expenditures. 
Under  the  exifting  afpeft  of  our 
affairs,  I  have  thought  it  not  in- 
confiftent  with  a  juft  precaution, 
to  have  the  gun-boats,  with  the 
exception  of  thofe  at  New  Orleans, 
placed  in  a  fituation  incurring  no 
expence  beyond  that  requifne  for 
their  prefervation,  and  conveni- 
ency  for  future  fervice ;  and  to 
have  the  crews  of  thofe  at  New 
Orleans  reduced  to  the  number  re¬ 
quired  for  their  navigation  and 
fafety.  I  have  thought  alfo,  that 
our  citizens  detached  in  quotas  of 
militia,  amounting  to  100,000, 
under  the  aft  of  March  1808, 
might  not  improperly  be  relieved 
from  the  ftate  in  which  they  were 
held  for  immediate  fervice.  A 
difcharge  of  them  has  been  accord¬ 
ingly  direfted.  The  progrefs 
made  in  raifing  and  organizing 
the  additional  military  force,  for 
which  provifion  was  made  by  the 
aft  of  April,  1808,  together  with 
the  difpofition  of  the  troops,  will 
appear  by  a  report  which  the  fe~ 
cretary  of  war  is  preparing,  and 
which  will  be  laid  before  you. 
Of  the  additional  frigates  required 
by  an  aft  of  the  laft  fefiion  to  be 
fitted  for  aftual  fervice,  two  are 
in  readinefs,  one  nearly  fo,  and 
the  fourth  is  to  be  ready  in  the 
month  of  July.  A  report  which 
the  fecretary  of  the  navy  is  pre¬ 
paring  on  the  fubjeft,  to  be  laid 
before  congrefs,  will  fhew,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  progrefs  made  in 
officering  and  manning  thefe  (hips. 
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It  will  (how  alfo  the  degree  in 
which  the  provifions  of  the  aft 
relative  to  the  other  public  armed 
veflfels  have  been  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect.  Aware  of  the  inconvenience 
of  a  prot rafted  feflion  at  the  pre- 
fent  feafon  of  the  year,  I  forbear 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  legif- 
lature  to  any  matters  not  parti¬ 
cularly  urgent.  It  remains,  there¬ 
fore,  only  to  allure  you  of  the 
fidelity  and  alacrity  with  which 
I  (hall  co-operate  for  the  welfare 
and  happinefs  of  our  country,  and 
to  pray  that  it  may  experience  a 
continuance  of  the  divine  bleflings 
by  which  it  has  been  fo  fignally 
favoured. 

(Signed)  James  Maddison. 


America. 

Britifh  Deferters. — Cafe  of  the  Men 
arrejied  as  Deferters  from  the  Fri¬ 
gate  L*  Afri caine ,  by  John  Hunter , 
Efq.  Sheriff  of  Baltimore ,  at  the 
Rcquejl  of  William  Wood ,  Efq . 
Britifh  Conful  for  the  Port  of 
Baltimore  % 

An  habeas  corpus  was  applied 
for  to  Judge  Scott,  late  on  Thurf- 
day  evening,  on  behalf  of  feven 
men,  arrefted  and  held  in  cuftody 
by  the.  fherifF  at  the  requeft,  and 
on  the  ftatement  of  the  Britifh. 
conful  that  they  were  deferters, 
by  their  counfel.  The  habeas 
corpus  was  ilfued  as  prayed  for, 
returnable  the  next  morning  at 
nine  o’clock.  Accordingly,  this 
morning,  the  men  were  brought 
up  amidft  an  imtnenfe  concourfe 
of  citizens,  who  filled  the  court- 
houfe  and  the  neighbouring  ftreet, 
and  the  fherifF  made  return  that  he 
had  arrefted  and  detained  the  men 


in  cuftody,  in  virtue  of  the  follow¬ 
ing,  from  the  Britifh  conful  : 

((  Britifh  Conful' s  Office  ^ 
Baltimore ,  Sept*  6,  1809# 
“  Sir, 

(<  Having  received  information 
that  thirteen  feamen  have  deferted 
from  L’Africaine  frigate,  and  are 
now  in  this  city,  1  have  to  re¬ 
queft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
fecure  them  till  they  can  be  fent 
on  board. 

t€  I  am,  8cc. 

€(  William  Wood.’® 
(s  John  Hunter ,  Efqd* 

By  virtue  of  this  authority,  I 
have  arrefted  and  put  in  prifon 
the  following  perfons,  to  wit  : 
John  Nowland,  William  Whokes, 
Denis  Murphy,  Richard  Hewes, 
John  Earp,  John  Burwell,  and 
Jacob  Lamb.  The  judge  faid 
that  he  had  conceived  it  his  duty 
to  give  notice  to  Mr.  Wood  (the 
Britifh  conful)  of  the  application, 
fo  that  he  might  appear  and  fhew 
caufe,  if  any  he  had,  why  the  men 
fhould  be  detained. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes 
Mr.  Wood  came  into  court,  and 
the  counfel  for  the  prifoners, 
Meffrs.  Glenn  and  J.  L.  Donald- 
fon,  moved  the  court  that  the  men 
be  difcharged,  fufficient  caufe  for 
their  detention  not  appearing  on 
their  return.  Mr.  Wood’s  coun¬ 
fel,  Mr.  Walter  Dorfey,  requefted 
to  be  allowed  time  to  inquire  into 
the  law ;  and  faid,  that  they 
would  be  ready  to  prove  that 
thefe  men  were  deferters  from  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  fhip.  The 
counfel  for  the  prifoners  objefted 
to  the  delay.  The  chief  juftice 
ftated,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  had  fatisfied  him. 
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that  deferters  from  Britifh  veffels 
ought  not  to  be  arrelled  or  de¬ 
tained  under  the  authority  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  them 
up  to  the  officers  of  the  Britifh 
government  ;  he  therefore  ordered 
the  prifoners  to  be  immediately 
difcharged.  The  audience  ex- 
preffed  their  approbation  of  his 
decifion  by  three  loud  and  tumul¬ 
tuous  huzzas  and  execrations  of 
the  tories,  and  carried  off  the  de¬ 
ferters  in  triumph  ! 


American  Congrefs. 

The  Trejidem  *s  Mejfage ,  on  the  open- 
ing  of  the  SeJJio ?/,  November  27. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  fenate, 
and  of  the  houfe  of  reprefen ta- 
tives. — ’At  the  period  of  our  Jaft 
meeting  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  of 
communicating  an  adjuftment  with 
one  of  the  principal  belligerent 
nations,  highly  important  in  itfelf, 
and  ftill  more  fo,  as  prefaging  a 
more  extended  accommodation. 
It  is  with  deep  concern  I  am  now 
to  inform  you,  that  the  favourable 
profpeft  has  been  overclouded,  by 
a  refufai  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  to  abide  by  the  aft  of  its 
minifter  plenipotentiary,  and  by 
its  enfuing  policy  towards  the 
United  States,  as  feen  through  the 
communications  of  the  ininifters 
fenr  to  replace  him. 

Whatever  pleas  may  be  urged 
for  a  difavowal  of  engagements 
formed  by  diplomatic  funftion- 
aries,  in  cafes  where,  by  the  terms 
of  the  engagements,  a  mutual  ra¬ 
tification  is  referved ;  or  where 
notice  at  the  time  may  have  been 
given  of  a  departure  from  dnft ruc¬ 
tions  ;  or  in  extraordinary  cafes, 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX,  New  Se 


effentially  violating  the  principles 
of  equity  ;  a  difavowal  could  not 
have  been  apprehended  in  a  cafe 
where  no  fuch  notice  or  violation 
exifted,  where  no  fuch  ratification 
was  referved,  and  more  efpecially, 
where,  as  is  now  in  proof,  an 
engagement,  to  be  executed  with¬ 
out  any  fuch  ratification,  was 
contemplated  by  the  inflruftions 
given,  and  where  it  had,  with 
good  faith,  been  carried  into  im¬ 
mediate  execution  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States, 

Thefe  confiderations  not  having 
reftrained  the  Britifh  government 
from  difavowing  the  arrangement 
by  virtue  of  which  its  orders  in 
council  were  to  be  revoked,  and 
the  event  authorizing  the  renewal 
of  commercial  intercourfe  having 
thus  not  taken  place,  it  neceffarily 
became  a  queflion  of  equal  urgency 
and  importance,  whether  the  aft 
prohibiting  that  intercourfe  was 
not  to  be  confidered  as  remaining 
in  legal  force.  This  queflion  be¬ 
ing,  after  due  deliberation,  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  affirmative,  a  procla¬ 
mation  to  that  effeft  was  iffueck 
It  could  not  but  happen,  however, 
that  a  return  to  this  hate  of 
things,  from  that  which  had  fol¬ 
lowed  an  execution  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  by  the  United  States,  would 
involve  difficulties.  With  a  view 
to  diminifh  thefe  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  the  inilruftions  from  the  fe- 
cretary  of  the  trealury,  now  laid 
before  you,  were  tranfmitted  to 
the  colleftors  of  the  feveral  ports, 
If  in  permitting  Britifh  veffels  to 
depart,  without  giving  bonds  not 
to  proceed  to  their  own  ports,  it 
fhould  appear  that  the  tenor  of 
legal  authority  has  not  been  ft  r  i  ft  - 
ly  purfued,  it  is  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  anxious  defire  which  was  felt, 
lies.  [3  /i]  that 
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that  no  individuals  fhould  be  in¬ 
jured  by  fo  unforefeen  an  occur¬ 
rence  :  and  I  rely  on  the  regard 
of  congrefs  for  the  equitable  in- 
terefts  of  our  citizens,  to  adopt 
whatever  further  provifions  may 
be  found  requifite  for  a  general 
jemiffion  of  penalties  involuntarily 
incurred. 

The  recall  of  the  difavowed  mi- 
nifter  having  been  followed  by  the 
appointment  of  a  fucceffor,  hopes 
were  indulged  that  the  new  mi- 
nifter  would  contribute  to  alleviate 
the  difappointment  which  has  been 
produced,  and  to  remove  the  caufes 
which  had  fo  long  embarrafied  the 
good  undemanding  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions.  It  could  not  be  doubted, 
that  he  would  at  lead  be  charged 
with  conciliatory  explanations  of 
the  ftep  which  bad  been  taken, 
and  with  proposals  to  be  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  rejected  arrangement. 
Reasonable  and  univerfal  as  this 
expe&ation  was,  it  alfo  has  not 
been  fulfilled.  Froip  the  firft:  of¬ 
ficial  difclofures  of  the  new  mi- 
nifter  it  was  found  that  he  had 
received  no  authority  to  enter  into 
explanations  relative  to  either 
branch  of  the  arrangement  difa- 
vowed  ;  nor  any  authority  to  fub- 
flitute  propofals  as  to  that  branch 
which  concerned  the  Britifh  orders 
in  council  ;  and,  finally,  that  his 
propofals  with  refpedl  to  the  other 
branch,  the  attack  on  the  frigate 
Chefapeake,  were  founded  on  a 
prefumption,  repeatedly  faid  to  be 
inadmiffible  by  the  United  States, 
that  the  firft  ftep  towards  adjuft- 
jnent  was  due  from  them ;  and 
the  propofals,  at  the  fame  time, 
omitting  even  a  reference  to  the 
officer  anfwerable  for  the  murder¬ 
ous  aggreffion,  and  after  ting  a 
claim  not  left  contrary  to  the  bri¬ 


tifh  laws  and  Britifh  pra&ice 
than  to  the  principles  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  United  States. 

The  correfpondence  between  the 
department  of  ftate  and  this  mi- 
nifter  will  fhow  how  incefTantly 
the  features  prefented  in  its  com¬ 
mencement  have  been  varied  in 
its  progrefs.  It  will  fhew,  alfo, 
that  forgetting  the  refpeft  due  tq 
all  governments,  he  did  not  re¬ 
frain  from  imputations  on  this, 
which  required  that  no  further 
communications  fnould  be  received 
from  him.  The  neceffity  of  this 
ftep  will  be  made  known  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty  through  the 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  in  London  :  and  ic 
would  indicate  a  want  of  confi¬ 
dence  due  to  a  government  which 
fo  well  underftands  and  exafts 
what  becomes  foreign  minifters 
near  it,  not  to  infer  that  the  mif- 
conduct  of  its  own  reprefentative 
will  be  viewed  in  the  fame  light 
in  which  it  has  been  regarded 
here.  The  Britifh.  government 
will  learn,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
a  ready  attention  will  be  given  to 
communications  through  any  other 
channel  which  may  be  fubftituted. 
It  will  be  happy  if  the  change  in 
this  refpeCl  ftiouid  be  accompanied 
by  a  favourable  revifion  of  the 
unfriendly  policy  which  has  been 
fo  long  purfued  towards  the  United 
States. 

With  France,  the  other  bellige¬ 
rent,  whofe  trefpaffes  on  our  com¬ 
mercial  rights  have  long  been  the 
fubjeft  of  our  juft  remonftrances, 
the  pofture  of  our  relations  does 
not  connect  with  the  meafures 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  effeft  a  favourable 
change.  The  refult  of  the  feveral 
communications  made  to  her  go¬ 
vernment 
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vernment,  in  purfuance  of  the 
authorities  veiled  by  congrefs  in 
the  executive,  is  contained  in  the 
correfpondence  of  our  minifters  at 
Paris,  now  laid  before  you. 

By  fome  of  the  other  bellige¬ 
rents,  although  profelllng  juft  and 
amicable  difpofitions,  injuries  ma¬ 
terially  affefting  our  commerce 
have  not  been  duly  controuled  or 
reprefled,  In  thefe  cafes,  the  in* 
terpofttions  deemed  proper  on  our 
part  have  not  been  omitted.  But 
it  well  deferves  the  confideration 
of  the  legiflature,  how  far  both 
the  fafety  and  the  honour  of  the 
American  flag  may  be  conful ted 
by  adequate  provifions  againft 
that  collufive  proftitution  of  it,  by 
individuals  unworthy  of  the  Arne, 
rican  name,  which  has  fo  much 
favoured  the  real  or  pretended 
fufpicions  under  which  the  honeft 
commerce  of  their  fellow-citizens 
has  differed. 

In  relation  to  the  powers  on  the 
coaft  of  Barbary,  nothing  has  oc¬ 
curred  which  is  not  of  a  nature 
rather  to  infpire  confidence  than 
diftruft,  as  to  the  continuance  of 
the  exifting  amity.  With  our  In¬ 
dian  neighbours,  the  juft  and  be¬ 
nevolent  fyffern  continued  toward 
them  has  alfo  preferved  peace,  and 
is  more  and  more  advancing  in 
habits  favourable  to  their  civiliza- 
tion  and  happinefs. 

From  a  ftatcment  which  will  be 
made  by  the  feqretary  at  war,  it 
will  be  feen  that  the  fortifications 
on  our  maritime  frontier  are  in 
many  of  the  ports  completed,  af¬ 
fording  the  defence  which  was 
contemplated,  and  that  further 
time  will  be  required  to  render 
complete  the  works  in  the  harbopr 
of  New  York,  and  in  fome  other 
places.  By  the  enlargement  of 
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the  works,  and  the  employment 
of  a  great  number  of  hands  at 
the  public  armories,  the  fupply  of 
fmall  arms,  on  an  improving  qua¬ 
lity,  appears  to  be  annually  in¬ 
creasing,  at  a  rate,  that  with  thofe 
made  on  private  contrail,  may  b& 
expelled  to  go  far  towards  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  public  exigency. 

The  aft  of  congrefs  providing 
for  the  equipment  of  our  vefiels  of 
war  having  been  fully  carried  into 
execution,  I  refer  to  the  ftate- 
ment  of  the  fecretary  of  the  navy 
for  the  information  which  may  be 
proper  on  that  fubjeft.  To  that 
ffatement  is  added  a  view  of  the 
transfers  of  appropriations,  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  aft  of  the  feffion 
preceding  the  laft,  and  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  transfers 
were  made. 

Whatever  may  be  the  courfe  of 
your  deliberations  on  the  fubjeft 
of  our  military  eftablilhments,  I 
fhould  fail  in  my  duty  iq  not  re¬ 
commending  to  your  ferious  atten¬ 
tion  the  importance  of  giving  to 
our  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  fecurity  and  refource  of  our 
power,  an  organization  the  beft 
adapted  to  eventual  lituations,  for 
which  the  United  States  ought  to 
be  prepared. 

The  fums  which  had  been  pre~ 
vioufly  accumulated  in  the  trea~ 
fury,  together  with  the  receipts 
during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  of  September  laft  (and 
amounting  to  more  than  nine  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars),  have  enabled  us 
to  fulfil  all  our  engagements,  and 
to  defray  the  current  expences  of 
government  without  recurring  to 
any  loan.  But  the  infecurity  of 
our  commerce,  and  the  confequent 
diminution  of  the  public  revenue, 
will  probably  produce  a  deficiency 

[3  4  2]  it* 
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in  the  receipts  of  the  enfuing 
year,  for  which,  and  for  other 
details,  I  refer  to  the  ftatements 
which  will  be  tranfmitted  from  the 
treafury. 

In  the  ftate  which  has  been  pre- 
fented  of  our  affairs  v/ith  the  great 
parties  to  a  difaftrous  and  pro- 
traded  war,  carried  on  in  a  mode 
equally  injurious  and  unjuft  to  the 
United  States  as  a  neutral  nation, 
the  wifdom  of  the  national  legifla- 
ture  will  be  again  furnmoned  to 
the  important  decifton  of  the  a U 
ternatives  before  them.  That 
thefe  will  be  met  in  a  fpirit  wor¬ 
thy  the  councils  of  a  nation,  con- 
fcious  both  of  its  reditude  and  of 
its  rights,  and  careful  as  well  of 
its  honour  as  of  its  peace,  I  have 
an  entire  confidence.  And  that 
the  refult  will  be  ftamped  by  an 
unanimity  becoming  the  occafion, 
and  be  fupported  by  every  por« 
tion  of  our  citizens,  with  a  pa- 
triotifm  enlightened  and  invigo- 
rated  by  experience,  ought  as  little 
to  be  doubted. 

In  the  midft  of  the  wrongs  and 
vexations  experienced  from  exter¬ 
nal  caufes,  there  is  much  room  for 
congratulation  on  the  profperity 


and  happinefs  flowing  from  our 
fituation  at  home.  The  bleffing 
of  health  has  never  been  more 
univerfal.  The  fruits  of  the  fea- 
fons,  though  in  particular  articles 
and  diftrids  fhort  of  their  ufual 
redundancy,  are  more  than  fuffi- 
eient  for  our  wants  and  our  com¬ 
forts.  The  face  of  our  country 
every  where  prefents  the  evidence 
of  laudable  enterprize,  of  ex  ten- 
five  capital,  and  of  durable  im¬ 
provement.  In  a  cultivation  of 
the  materials,  and  the  extenfion  of 
ufeful  manufadures,  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  general  application  to 
houfehold  fabrics,  we  behold  a 
rapid  diminution  of  our  depend¬ 
ence  on  foreign  fupplies.  Nor  is 
it  unworthy  of  reflection,  that  the 
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revolution  in  our  purfuits  and 
habits  is,  in  no  flight  degree,  a 
confequence  of  thofe  impolitic  and 
arbitrary  edids,  by  which  the 
contending  nations,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  each  of  them  to  obftrud  our 
trade  with  the  other,  have  fo  far 
abridged  our  means  of  procuring 
the  produdions  and  manufadures 
of  which  our  own  are  now  taking 
place. 

James  Maddison. 
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Biographical  Memoirs  of  Sir  Ralph 

Sadler.  By  Walter  Scott,  Efq. 

From  the  State  Papers  and  Letters 

tf/'Sir  Ralph  Sadler. 

HHHE  birth  of  this  able  and 
&  celebrated  Ratefman  was  nei¬ 
ther  obfcure  and  ignoble,  nor  fo 
much  exalted  above  the  middling 
rank  of  fociety  as  to  contribute, 
in  any  material  degree,  towards 
the  fplendid  fuccefs  of  his  career 
in  life. 

Ralph  Sadler  was  the  eldefl  fon 
of  Henry  Sadleir,  orSadleyer,  Efq. 
through  whom  he  was  heir,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Fuller,  to  a  fair  in¬ 
heritance.  He  was  born  in  the 
year  1507,  at  Hackney,  in  Mid- 
dlefex,  where  his  family  had  been 
for  fome  time  fettled  ;  and  had  a 
younger  brother,  John  Sadler,  who 
commanded  a  company  at  the 
fiege  of  Boulogne,  in  the  year 
3544.  The  circumftances  of  Hen¬ 
ry  Sadler,  their  father,  were  not 
fuch  as  to  exempt  him  from  pro- 
feflional  labour,  and  even  from 
perfonal  dependence.  Indeed  the 
chain  of  feudal  connexion  was 
Rill  fo  entire,  that  the  leflfer 
gentry  of  the  period  fought  not 
only  emolument,  but  protection, 
and  even  honour,  by  occupying, 
in  the  domeftic  eftablifhments  of 
the  nobles,  thofe  fituations  which 
the  nobility  themfelves  contended 


for  in  the  royal  houfehold.  The 
pride  of  folitary  and  ifolated  in¬ 
dependence  was  unknown  in  a 
period  when  the  force  of  the  laws 
was  unequal  to  protedl  thofe  who 
enjoyed  it  ;  and  the  clofer  the 
fortunes  of  a  private  individual 
were  linked  with  thofe  of  fome 
chieftain  of  rank  and  power,  the 
greater  was  the  probability  of 
his  efcaping  all  mifchances,  fave 
thofe  flowing  from  the  fall  of  his 
patron.  It  does  not,  therefore, 
contradidl  what  has  been  handed 
down  to  us  concerning  Henry 
Sadleir’s  rank  and  eftate,  that  he 
feems  to  have  a  died  in  fome  do¬ 
meftic  capacity,  probably  as  Rew¬ 
ard  or  furveyor,  to  a  nobleman, 
proprietor  of  a  manor  called 
Cillney,  near  Great  Hadham,  in 
Eifex. 

His  office,  whatever  it  was, 
confifted  in  keeping  accounts  and 
receiving  money  ;  fo  that  his  fon 
had  an  early  example  of  accurate 
habits  of  buflnefs,  not  very  com¬ 
mon  in  that  rude  military  age, 
which  proved  not  only  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  fortune,  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  the  means  of  his 
railing  it  to  the  higheft  eleva¬ 
tion.  Ralph  Sadler  was  fortunate 
enough  to  gain  a  fituation  in  the 
family  of  Thomas  Cromwell,  Earl 
of  Eflex,  who  rofe  in  the  favour 
of  the  capricious  Henry  VUIth. 
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by  facilitating  his  divorce  from 
Queen  Catherine,  and  who  fell  by 
procuring  his  union  with  Anne 
of  Cleves.  While  he  was  yet  in 
the  afcent  of  his  favour,  Sadler 
acquired  fo  much  intereft  with 
him,  as  to  be  able  to  folicit  a 
place  under  the  crown  for  his 
lather,  whofe  noble  patron  had 
become  unable  to  fopport  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  a  feudal  houfehold.  Thefe 
minute  particulars  we  learn  from 
a  letter  which  the  elder  Sadler 
writes  to  his  fon. 

Ralph  Sadler's  favour  with 
Lord  Cromwell,  and  the  truft 
which  he  repofed  in  him,  foon 
brought  him  under  the  eye  of 
Henry  VIII.  It  was  emphati¬ 
cally  faid  of  that  monarch,  that 
Henry  loved  a  man  ;  by  which  we 
are  to  underftand,  that  the  objects 
of  his  favour  were  diftinguifhed 
by  external  ftrength,  figure,  and 
perfonal  accomplifhments,  as  well 
as  by  their  temper  and  talents. 
In  both  refpe&s  Sadler  was  fortu¬ 
nate  ;  for,  though  of  a  middling, 
or  rather  low  ftature,  he  was  well 
ikilled  in  all  exercifes,  and  re¬ 
markable  both  for  ftrength  and 
activity  ;  nor  was  his  addrefs  in 
public  bufmefs  inferior  to  his  feats 
of  horfemanfhip,  hunting,  and 
chivalry.  It  was  probably  be¬ 
fore  he  attra&ed  the  king's  notice, 
that  Mr.  Sadler  became  the  huf- 
band  of  the  widow  of  one  Ralph 
Barrow,  who  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  a  perfon  of  high  rank, 
although  no  good  grounds  have 
been  difcovered  for  the  fcandal 
with  which  Sanders  and  other 
Catholic  writers  have  ftigmatized 
this  union.  That  ihe  was  a  wo¬ 
man  of  credit  and  chara&er  mail 
be  admitted,  fince  Lord  Crom¬ 
well,  to  whom  fhe  was  related, 


not  only  countenanced  this  mar* 
riage,  but  was  godfather  to  two 
of  their  children,  the  firft  of  whom 
died  in  his  infancy. 

According  to  the  infcription  on 
Sadler’s  tomb,  he  entered  the 
king's  fervice  in  or  about  the 
10th  year  of  his  reign,  that  is, 
in  1518;  and  there  are  letters  in 
the  Mufeum  which  prove  that  he 
was  at  court  before  Wolfey's  fall, 
under  whofe  patronage  his  mafter, 
Cromwell,  had  rifen  to  eminence. 
In  one  of  thefe  Sadler  mentions 
to  Cromwell,  that  “  my  Lord, 
his  Grace,  (the  Cardinal,  doubt- 
lefs)  had  been  flandered  to  the 
king,  and  exclaims  againft  the  in¬ 
gratitude  of  the  fecretary.”  In 
another  letter  he  feems  to  write 
to  Cromwell,  by  order  of  the 
king,  about  certain  iftues  of  mo¬ 
ney  and  prizes  taken  at  fea. 

As  Sadler  daily  advanced  in 
the  king’s  favour,  he  became, 
though  at  what  time  I  cannot  fay, 
clerk  of  the  hanaper,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  privy  chamber, 
and  received  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood.  And  in  the  30th  year  of 
Henry's  reign  he  was  created 
one  of  his  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate. 

Sir  Ralph  Sadler  feems  to  have 
been  a&ive  in  the  great  work  of 
diffolving  the  religious  houfes, 
nor  did  he  mifs  his  {hare  of  the 
fpoil.  It  may  be  fuppofed,  that 
his  converfion  to  the  Proteftant 
faith  was  gradual  ;  at  leaft,  that 
his  avowal  of  the  reformed  tenets 
did  not  precede  the  death  of 
Henry  VIII.,  who  wiftied  to  die 
a  Catholic,  although  he  feized  the 
fupremacy  and  plundered  the  mo- 
nafteries.  A  charter  of  Edward 
VI.,  to  be  hereafter  quoted,  ac¬ 
quaints  us  that  Sir  Ralph  Sadler 

acquired 
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Acquired  the  advowfon  of  the  rec¬ 
tory  and  church  of  Kemfey,  in 
Worceilerlhire,  of  St.  Martin’s,  in 
London,  with  the  manors  of  Brom¬ 
ley,  in  Middlefex ;  Hoflengefield, 
in  Carobridgelhire  ;  Walthamftow 
Tong,  in  Elfex ;  Afton,  Tinatt, 
and  North  Merton,  in  Berklhife  ; 
with  various  portions  of  tythes  in 
Gloucefterlhire.  Thefe  grants, 
extenlive  as  they  were,  do  not 
feem  to  comprehend  all  the  lands 
bellowed  on  Sadler  by  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  Henry  VIII. 

In  1 537,  Sadler  commenced  a 
long  courfe  of  diplomatic  fervices, 
by  an  embaily  to  Scotland,  whole 
monarch,  James  the  Vrh,  was 
then  abfent  in  France,  where  he 
had  juft  married  a  daughter  of 
Francis  I.  The  envoy  was  to 
greet  the  dowager  Queen  Marga¬ 
ret,  widow  of  James  IV.,  to 
ftrengthen  the  Englifh  intereft  in 
the  councils  of  regency  which  go¬ 
verned  Scotland,  and  to  difcover 
the  probable  confequences  of  the 
intimate  union  between  France 
and  Scotland.  This  was  an  objedt 
of  greater  importance,  as,  in  pair¬ 
ing  through  the  northern  counties 
of  England,  Sadler  found  them  in 
an  unufual  Hate  of  turbulence, 
from  the  confequences  of  the  re¬ 
bellion,  called  the  pilgrimage  of 
grace.  The  dilfatisfadtion  at  the 
innovations  in  religion  was  fo 
general*  that  the  town  of  New- 
callle  had  nearly  broken  out  into 
open  revolt*  At  no  time  had 
peace  with  Scotland  been  more 
eftential  to  the  Englifh  intereft. 
But  the  Scottifh  court  was  as 
much  divided  by  ariftocratic  fac¬ 
tion,  as  England  by  popular  dif- 
content.  The  clergy,  and  fuch  of 
the  more  powerful  nobles  as  France 
had  thought  worthy  attaching  to 


her  caufei  wefe  zealous  for  war 
with  England  ;  the  lelfer  barons 
and  common  people  had  already 
become  attached  to  the  reforma¬ 
tion  5  the  Queen  dowager  was 
Utterly  without  power ;  and  the 
continuance  of  the  peace  depended 
upon  the  refolutions  to  be  adopted 
by  James  on  his  return  from 
France.  With  this  intelligence 
Sadler  returned  to  England  in  the 
beginning  of  February,  1537. 

Of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler’s  fubfequent 
embaily,  in  1539-40,  the  follow¬ 
ing  colleiftion  furnilhes  us  with  a 
particular  account.  The  oftenfi- 
ble  purpofe  was  that  of  maintain¬ 
ing*  in  general,  a  good  corres¬ 
pondence  between  the  crowns. 
But  the  private  inftru&ions  of  the 
envoy  were,  if  pollible,  to  feparate 
James  from  the  councils  of  Beaton* 
an  ambitious  prelate,  the  head  of 
the  fail  ion  which  was  favourable 
to  France.  For  this  purpofe  he 
was  inftru&ed  to  Hate*  that  Henry 
had  difcovered,  among  certain 
letters  thrown  into  his  hands  by 
the  Ih  ip  wreck  of  a  veffel  near 
Bamborougb,  a  dangerous  plan* 
by  ‘which  Beaton  defigned*  under 
colour  of  the  King’s  favour*  to 
ufurp  the  whole  government  of 
Scotland,  and  to  throw  it  under 
the  abfolute  controul  of  the  Pope* 
In  Ihort,  the  inftru&ions  feem  to 
infer,  that  Beaton  was  attempting 
the  fame  enterprife  in  Scotland, 
which  Wolfey  had  almoft  effe&ed 
in  Henry’s  own  realm  ;  and  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  that,  in  de- 
fcribing  the  danger  of  entrufting 
power  to  fuch  a  charadler,  Henry 
had  the  memory  of  his  fallen  fa¬ 
vourite  brought  frelhly  to  his  re- 
colle&ion.  Sadler  was  further  in- 
ftru&ed  to  remonftrate  with  James 
on  the  economy  with  which  he 
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managed  his  crown  lands,  by 
flocking  them  with  flocks  of 
fheep,  and  to  hold  out  to  him  a 
worthier  and  more  kingly  fource 
of  revenue  in  the  overgrown  pof- 
feilions  of  the  church,  which  lay 
at  his  mercy.  And,  on  the  whole, 
he  was  diredled  to  perfnade  the 
Scottifti  monarch,  if  poffibie,  to 
imitate  his  uncle’s  conduct  towards 
the  fee  of  Rome,  and  to  make 
common  caufe  withEn 
France. 

James  received  Sadler  with 
marks  of  diftinftion  and  kindnefs  ; 
but  the  reafoning  of  his  uncle  made 
but  flight  impreflion  on  his  mind. 
His  high  fpirit  revolted  at  the 
dictatorial  mode  in  which  thofe 
counfels  were  conveyed;  he  weigh¬ 
ed  the  profufe  liberality  of  Francis 
I.  againft  the  niggard  prefent  of  a 
fet  of  horfes  with  which  Sadler 
prefented  him  in  the  name  of  his 
fovereign  ;  he  refpeCled  the  talents 
and  learning  of  the  catholic  clergy, 
who  alone  of  his  fubjefts  had  the 
education  neceflary  to  aftift  hie 
councils ;  he  preferred  deriving 
from  the  church’s  voluntary  do¬ 
nation,  fuch  fubfidies  akhis  affairs 
might  require,  to  the  odium  of 
feizing  upon  her  pofleflions,  and  he 
refolved  to  adhere  to  the  faith  of 
his  forefathers.  It  was  in  vain 
that  Sadler  enlarged  upon  the  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  the  clergy  in  manners 
and  dodtrine;  the  king,  mildly  re¬ 
plied,  “  God  forbid,  if  a  few  be 
not  good,  for  them  all  the  reft  be 
deftroyed!”  James  difclaimed  any 
Intention  of  joining  France  in  a 
league  againft  England,  but  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  charge  of  trea¬ 
chery,  Which  Sadler,  according  to 
his  mafter’s  command,  preferred 
againft  his  minifter.  A  meeting 
with  Henry  was  warmly  prefled 


gland  againft 


by  Sadler,  and  politely  evaded  by 
the  Scottifti  monarch,  who  was 
well  aware,  that  a  fovereign  ought 
not  to  meet  his  fuperior  in  power, 
unlefs  he  was  prepared  to  fubfcribe 
to  whatever  ftiould  be  required  of 
him  ;  and  Sir  Ralph  left  the  Scot¬ 
tifti  court  without  material  fuccefs 
in  any  part  of  his  million.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  year,  his  patrorr- 
Cromwell  was  difgraced  and  be¬ 
headed  ;  but  his  fall  was  attended 
by  no  ill  confequences  to  Sadler, 
whofe  intereft  now  relied  on  his 
individual  merit. 

In  1541,  Sadler  was  fent  upon 
another  embafty  to  Scotland,  con¬ 
cerning  which  we  have  lefs  diftinfl 
information.  Its  general  fcope 
was  to  detach  James  from  the  pope 
and  catholic  clergy,  whofe  prac¬ 
tices  Henry  pronounced  to  be  fo 
wondrous,  that  (e  one  might  be 
lightly  led  by  the  nofe,  and  bear 
their  yoke,  yet,  for  blindnefs,  not 
know  what  he  doth.”  He  was 
inftrudted  again  to  prcfs  upon 
James  the  propriety  of  a  perfonal 
meeting,  to  which  the  Scottifti 
king  gave  a  dubious  confent.  The 
good  fenfe  and  moderation  which. 
James  exhibited  during  difcuffions 
of  lo  delicate  a  nature,  rendered 
him  worthy  of  a  more  enlightened 
age,,  and  of  a  better  fate. 

In  1542,  the  fatal  battle,  or 
rather  rout  of  Solway,  took  place, 
in  which  a  thoufand  Scottifti  pri- 
foners,  comprehending  Glencairn, 
Caflilis,  Maxwell,  Somerville,  and 
other  nobles  of  the  higheft  rank,, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  {mall  band 
of  Englifh  borderers,  who  had  ap¬ 
proached  the  Scottifti  hoft,  rather 
to  obferve  their  motions,  than 
with  any  purpofe  of  aftault.  By 
this  difgraceful  event,  the  heart  of 
James  W  was  literally  broken, 

and 
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and  he  died,  leaving  the  crown  to 
his  daughter  Mary,  a  new-born 
infant,  whole  misfortunes  began  in 
her  cradle,  and  accompanied  her, 
with  very  little  intermiffion,  to 
her  grave.  In  this  crifis,  Henry 
formed  a  plan,  equally  moderate 
and  fagacious,  of  uniting  the  two 
kingdoms  by  alliance,  rather  than 
by  conqueft.  For  this  purpofe, 
he  treated  with  kindnefs  and  libe¬ 
rality  the  Scottifh  prifoners,  whom 
the  fuccefs  at  Solway  had  placed 
in  his  power,  and  heaped  favours 
upon  the  Earl  of  Angus,  the  head 
of  the  houfe  of  Douglas,  who, 
with  his  klnfmen,  had  long  found 
refuge  in  England  from  the  wrath 
of  J  ames  V.  and  was  now  about  to 
return  to  Scotland  in  confequence 
of  his  death.  To  thefe  nobles,  the 
captives,  as  well  as  the  Douglaffes, 
the  Englifh  monarch  entrufled  a 
fcheme  of  a  marriage  to  be  con- 
traced  between  the  infant  Queen 
of  Scotland  and  the  youthful  Ed¬ 
ward,  his  fon  and  heir. - 

Henry  appears  to  have  received 
from  all  the  flrongefl  affurances, 
that  they  would  fupporr,  with 
their  utmofl  power,  this  propofi- 
tion,  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  made 
to  the  Scottifh  parliament.  Not 
Satisfied  with  thefe  proteftations, 
he  took  from  the  captives  pledges 
and  hoflages  for  their  returning  to 
captivity  upon  his  fummons ;  and 
difmiffed  them  much  in  the  fame 
fituation,  though  unanimated  by 
the  fpirit  of  the  Roman  Regulus. 
With  them  the  Earl  of  Angus  and 
the  Douglaffes  returned  to  Scot¬ 
land,  after  an  exile  of  fifteen 
years. 

With  them,  alfo,  Sir  Ralph  Sad¬ 
ler  came  to  Scotland,  in  the  cha- 
rafter  of  ambaffador  of  England, 
for  achieving  this  important  match. 
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The  prudence  and  art  with  which 
he  condufted  the  negotiation,  as 
well  as  the  real  advantages  which 
it  held  forth  to  Scotland,  might, 
in  any  other  country  and  circum- 
flances,  have  fecured  its  fuccefs* 
But  he  had  to  contend  with  the 
prejudices  which  centuries  of  war 
had  engraven  in  the  bofom  of  the 
Scottilh  nation  ;  prejudices  fo  deep 
and  unconquerable,  that  one  of 
their  moft  enlightened  flatefmen. 
Sir  Adam  Otterburn,  ufed  to  Sad¬ 
ler  thefe  ftrong  expreffions  of  the 
national  abhorrence  of  an  Englifh 
match  :—i(  Qur  nation,  being  a 
flout  nation,  will  never  agree  to 
have  an  Englifhman  to  be  King  of 
Scotland  ;  and  though  the  whole 
nobility  ef  the  realm  would  con- 
fent  to  it,  the  common  people,  the 
women  with  their  diflaffs,  and  the 
very  Hones  in  the  flreet,  would 
rife  up  and  rebel  againfl  it.”  The 
impatient,  haughty,  and  furious 
temper  of  King  Henry,  added  to 
the  obftacles  which  the  ambaffador 
had  to  encounter.  His  parfimony 
gave  ftill  further  embarraffment. 
It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  that  Henry- 
reckoned  almofl  folely  upon  the 
gratitude  of  the  prifoners  to  whom 
he  had  given  temporary  freedom, 
and  of  the  Douglaffes,  whom  he 
had  protefted  in  banifhment ;  and 
that  he  difrelifhed  the  idea,  fug- 
gelled  to  him  by  Sadler,  of  re- 
irelhing,  by  new  afts  of  genero-, 
fity,  their  recolleftion  of  former 
favours.  Threats,  expoflulation, 
and  upbraiding,  were  arguments 
which  Henry  held  to  be  cheaper 
and  more  efficacious,  than  working 
by  gilts  and  promifes  upon  the 
poverty  and  avarice  of  the  Scottifh 
nobility.  By  this  courfe,  which 
Sadler  vainly  deprecated,  the  party 
which  he  had  formed  among  that 
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body  became  daily  more  doubtful, 
and  the  (tern  remonftrances  of  the 
Englifh  monarch  only  tended  ftill 
farther  to  alienate  them  from  his 
intereft.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
addrefs  of  Sadler  was  counterba¬ 
lanced  by  that  of  Cardinal  Beaton, 
who  availed  himfelf  of  every  ob- 
ftacle  which  the  prejudices  of  the 
Scots,  the  imbecility  of  the  Re¬ 
gent,  the  impatience  of  Henry, 
and  the  liberality  of  France, 
afforded  againft  the  Englifh  treaty. 
Yet,  under  all  thefe  difadvantages, 
a  hollow  league  was  agreed  to,  by 
which  the  Scots  agreed  to  fend 
their  fovereign  into  England,  as 
foon  as  (he  fhould  attain  the  age  of 
ten  years  ;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
fix  hoftages,  of  the  firft  rank,  were 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Englifh  mo¬ 
narch,  as  pledges  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  treaty.  This  alliance  was 
hardly  notified,  ere  it  became  ob¬ 
vious  that  it  could  never  be  car¬ 
ried  into  effedL  The  Earls  of 
Huntley,  Argyle,  Lennox,  and 
Bothweil,  Lord  Home,  and  the 
Laird  of  Buccleugh,  took  up  arms 
openly  againfl  the  governor. — 
The  imprudent  detention  of  fome 
Scottifh  veffels  in  the  ports  of  Eng¬ 
land,  excited  the  irritable  multi¬ 
tude  of  Edinburgh  to  fury  againft 
their  new  ally.  Sadler’s  fituation 
became  at  once  embarraffino:  and 
dangerous,  and  he  narrowly  efcaped 
affaffination,  a  rnufket  being  dis¬ 
charged  at  him  while  walking  in 
his  garden.  The  governor  fecretly 
meditated  a  revolt  from  the  party 
of  England,  and  ufed  many  devices 
ro  prevail  on  the  ambaftador  to 
retire  from  Scotland.  It  was  in 
vain  that  Sadler  made  him  the 
moft  flattering  offers,  even  fo  far 
as  to  propofe  that  the  Regent 
fhould  marry  one  of  Henry’s 


daughters,  and  become  King  of  all 
Scotland  beyond  the  Forth.  From 
the  Regent’s  reply  to  this  extra¬ 
vagant  propofal,  it  feems  plain, 
that  a  gratuity  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  would  have  been  much 
more  acceptable  than  the  vague 
hopes  which  it  implied.  But  this 
Sadler  durft  not  promife.  To  the 
Douglaffes,  and  to  that  diminifhed 
part  of  the  Solway  captives,  who 
ftill  pretended  adherence  to  Eng¬ 
land,  Sadler  offered  an  auxiliary 
army  of  Englifh.  But  they  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  name  of  England 
was  fo  utterly  detefted  by  their 
countrymen,  that  their  own  friends 
and  followers  would  to  a  man  de- 
fert  them,  were  they  to  accept  of 
fuch  odious  aid.  In  fine,  the  Re¬ 
gent,  who  had,  on  the  25  th  of  Au- 
guff,  1543,  ratified  the  treaty  with 
England,  did,  upon  the  3d  of  Sep¬ 
tember  following,  altogether  re¬ 
nounce  that  alliance,  and  unite 
himfelf  to  the  cardinal,  and  thofe 
nobles  who  were  in  arms,  to  oppofe 
it.  Even  the  patience  of  Sadler 
gave  way,  when  he  beheld  the 
party  who  had  fo  ftrongly  vowed 
to  maintain  the  intereft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  melt  away  like  a  fnow-ball  ; 
and  he  expreffes  his  cordial  wifh 
and  expedition,  that  his  Majefty 
would  fhortly  corredt  the  untruth 
and  folly  of  the  Scottifh,  and 
prayed  that  he  might  either  be  re¬ 
called,  or  permitted  to  take  refuge 
in  fome  ftrong  hold  belonging  to 
the  Douglaffes,  who  ftill  maintain¬ 
ed  their  friendfhip  with  England. 
This  permiffion  being  at  length 
obtained,  he  left  Edinburgh,  and 
retired  to  Tantallon,  a  ftrong 
caftle  in  Eaft  Lothian,  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  Angus.  Here  he 
abode  for  feveral  weeks,  better 
pleafed  with  his  lodging  for  its 
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ftrength  and  fecurity,  than  in  point 
of  accommodation  ;  and  returned 
to  England  about  the  beginning  of 
December,  1543,  the  precurfor  of 
a  Scottilh  war,  in  which  the  de¬ 
finition  of  Leith  by  the  Earl  of 
Hartford,  and  a  defolating  fuccef- 
lion  of  incurfions  on  the  frontiers 
by  Evers  and  Latoun,  avenged 
the  perfidy  of  the  Regent. 

Although  Sadler  had  totally 
failed  in  the  objedt  of  his  embafly, 
the  {kill  and  patience  with  which 
he  had  conduced  the  negociation, 
maintained,  and  even  raifed  him 
in  the  efteem  of  his  fovereign. 
Upon  the  death  of  Henry  the 
Vlllth.  in  1547,  it  was  found 
that  he  had  bequeathed  the  care  of 
his  fon  and  of  the  realm  to  fixteen 
of  his  nobility  and  counfellors,  to 
whom  he  nominated  a  privy  coun¬ 
cil  of  twelve  perfons.  In  this  laft 
number  Sadler  was  included  by 
the  title  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadleyr, 
knight,  and  he  was  further  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  legacy  of  200/.  As 
the  laft  inftruftions  of  the  king  to 
his  council  contained  a  warm  re¬ 
commendation  to  profecute  the 
Scottilh  match,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  Sadler  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  this  high  truft  and 
honour,  as  well  by  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of 
Scotland,  as  by  the  other  qualities 
which  had  acquired  Henry’s  con¬ 
fidence.  It  would  feem  he  was 
prefent  with  the  executors  when 
the  will  was  opened  and  read,  and 
an  oath  taken  faithfully  to  dif- 
charge  the  truft  which  it  impofed. 
Rut  a  great  innovation  was  almoft 
immediately  made  upon  the  form 
of  government,  fo  folemnly  rati¬ 
fied,  by  the  elevation  of  the  Earl 
of  Hartford,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Somerfet,  to  be  protestor  of  the 


realm.  In  order  to  reconcile  the 
reft  of  the  king’s  executors  to  this 
pre-eminence,  wealth  and  honours 
were  conferred  on  them  with  no 
fparing  hand ;  they  were  named 
counfellors  to  the  protestor,  and  a 
commiffion  was  ilfued  under  the 
great  feal,  to  warrant  this  new 
form  of  government,  in  which, 
however,  the  privy  counfellors 
were  raifed  to  the  fame  rank  with 
the  executors ;  and  power  granted 
to  the  prote&or  to  affume  any 
other  commiffioners  whom  hefhould 
think  fit.  The  fpecial  gratifica¬ 
tion  deftined  for  Sir  Ralph  Sadler 
upon  thefe  changes,  feems  to  have 
been  a  confirmation  of  the  large 
grants  of  church  lands  formerly 
affigned  to  him  by  Henry,  with 
fplendid  additions.  There  is  faid 
to  be  an  illuminated  deed  in  exift- 
ence,  in  which  Sadler  is  painted 
on  his  knees,  receiving  from  Henry 
and  Edward  a  grant  of  all  the 
church  lands,  on  which  the  town 
of  Clifton,  near  Briftol,  now  ftands, 
and  extending  down  to  the  Severn. 
It  would  feem,  from  the  indenture, 
that  various  exchanges  were  made 
between  the  crown  and  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler,  all  doubtlefs  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  grantee. 

The  war  with  Scotland  had  been 
rather  fufpended  than  clofed  by  a 
fhort  peace,  and  hoftilities  with 
France  being  now  ended,  the  pro¬ 
testor  and  his  council  refolved  to 
refume  the  fubjeft  of  the  Scottilh 
match,  difpatched  a  folemn  fu tu¬ 
rnons,  requiring  the  fulfilment  of 
the  treaty  formerly  concluded 
under  the  conduct  of  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler.  Upon  a  blunt  and  unqua¬ 
lified  refufal,  the  proredtor  pre¬ 
pared  to  invade  Scotland  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  between  1  2,000 
and  13,000  infantry,  1 300  men  at 
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arms,  2800  light  horfemen,  all 
excellently  appointed,  and  per¬ 
fectly  difciplined.  Sir  Ralph  Sad¬ 
ler  held  the  important  poft  of  trea- 
furer  to  this  gallant  army  ;  and 
from  his  accounts,  it  appears  that 
the  expences  of  maintaining  and 
paying  the  forces,  from  the  ift  of 
Auguft  till  the  20th  of  November, 
1547,  amounted  to  45,912/.  izr. 
fterling. 

It  was  at  the  head  of  this  army 
that  Somerfet  gained  the  bloody 
and  decifive  battle  of  Pinkie,  over 
the  numerous,  but  ill-difciplined, 
feudal  army  of  Scotland.  In  this 
battle,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  diftin- 
guiihed  himfelf  both  for  his  con¬ 
duct  and  gallantry,  infomuch,  that, 
he  was  raifed  to  the  degree  of 
knight  banneret,  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  particular  fervices 
which  procured  him  this  honoura¬ 
ble  diftinction,  appear  to  have 
been,  the  activity  which  he  dif- 
played  in  rallying  the  Englifti 
cavalry,  when  repulfed  by  the 
Scottilh  fpearmen  at  the  beginning 
of  the  conflict:,  and,  according  to 
tradition,  his  feizing,  with  his 
own  hand,  the  royal  ftandard  of 
Scotland.  A  tall  ftandard  pole, 
plated  with  iron  as  high  as  a 
horfeman’s  fword  could  reach,  long 
remained  befide  his  tomb.  It  was 
believed  to  have  been  the  ftaff 
from  which  the  Scottilh  banner 
was  difplayed,  and  was  appealed 
to  for  the  truth  of  the  tradition. 

The  rank  to  which  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler  was  thus  raifed  from  the 
degree  of  knight  bachelor,  may  be 
called  the  very  pinnacle  of  chival¬ 
ry.  Knight  bannerets  could  only 
be  created  by  the  king  himfelf,  or, 
which  was  very  rare,  by  a  general 
inverted  with  fuch  powers  as  to 
reprefen  t  his  perfon.  They  were 


dubbed  before  or  after  a  battle,  iri 
which  the  royal  ftandard  was  dif¬ 
played  ;  and  the  perfon  fo  to  be 
honoured  being  brought  before  the 
king,  led  by  two  diftinguifhed 
knights  or  nobles,  prefented  to  the 
fovereign  his  pennon,  having  an 
indenture  like  a  fwallow’s  tail  at 
the  extremity.  The  king  then 
cut  off  the  forked  extremity,  ren¬ 
dering  the  banner  fquare,  in  ftiape 
fimilar  to  that  of  a  baron,  which, 
thereafter,  the  knight  banneret 
might  difplay  in  every  pitched 
field,  in  that  more  noble  form* 
If  created  by  the  king,  the  ban¬ 
neret  took  precedence  of  all  other 
knights  ;  but  if  by  a  general,  only 
of  knights  of  the  bath,  and  knights 
bachelors.  Sir  Francis  Brian, 
commander  of  the  light  horfemen, 
and  Sir  Ralph  V ane,  lieutenant  of 
the  men  at  arms,  received  this 
honour,  with  our  Sir  Ralph  Sadler, 
on  the  field  of  Pinkie.  But  he 
furvived  his  companions,  and  is 
faid  to  have  been  the  lart  knight 
banneret  of  England. 

I  have  difcovered  no  trace  of 
Sir  Ralph  Sadler’s  being  employed 
in  public  affairs  during  the  reft  of 
Edward’s  ftiort  reign.  He  unquef- 
tionably  retained  his  place  in  the 
council  ;  and  in  the  grant,  dated 
4th  Edward  VI.  and  quoted  by 
Dugdale,  in  his  iS  Warwickfhire,” 
he  is  termed,  (t  then  mafter  of  the 
great  wardrobe.*’  His  prudence, 
probably,  prevented  him  from 
attaching  himfelf  zealoufly  to  any 
of  the  factions,  whofe  ftrife  and 
mutual  hatred  difturbed  the  quiet 
of  their  amiable  fovereign,  excited 
rebellion  amongft  the  people,  and 
loft  all  the  advantages  his  arms 
had  gained  in  the  battle  of  Pinkie. 

In  the  reign  of  Mary,  it 
would  feem  that  Sir  Ralph  Sad¬ 
ler 
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for  retired  ta  his  eftate  near  Hack¬ 
ney.  A  courtier  who  had  rifen 
under  the  aufpices  of  Cromwell, 
and  participated  fo  largely  in  the 
fpoils  of  the  church  of  Rome,  muft 
have  been  no  favourite  with  the 
exifting  government.  According¬ 
ly,  he  religned  his  office  of  clerk  of 
the  hanaper,  to  propitiate  Arch- 
bifliop  Heath,  then  chancellor, 
and  perhaps  made  other  conceffions 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  which 
we  are  now  ignorant.  Yet  we 
have  pofitive  evidence,  that  Sir 
Ralph  Sadler  was  fo  far  from 
being  in  abfolute  difgrace,  that  he 
was,  in  fome  degree,  trufted  by 
the  fovereign,  even  during  this 
reign.  For  there  are  two  letters 
from  Mary,  printed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  collection,  empowering  and 
commanding  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  to 
arm  and  equip  as  many  able  men  as 
he  could  maintain,  and  to  keep 
them  ready  upon  an  hour’s  notice, 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  popular  tu¬ 
mult.  It  is  probable  that,  not- 
withftanding  this  proof  of  confi¬ 
dence,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  did  not 
think  his  profperity  fecure  till  the 
acceffion  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

So  foon  as  this  event  took  place, 
he  was  called  to  the  privy  council 
of  his  new  fovereign,  and,  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  retained  a 
great  portion  of  her  regard  and 
efteem ;  no  man  being  more  fre¬ 
quently  employed  by  Elizabeth  in 
fervices  of  the  higheft  truft  and 
importance.  He  was  a  member  of 
her  firft  parliament,  and  continued 
to  be  a  reprefentative  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  moll,  if  not  all,  the  feffions 
of  her  reign.  At  the  end  of  this 
work,  there  are  feveral  notes  of 
his  fpeeches  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  at  the  council  board, 
full  of  energy  and  good  fenfe ; 
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and  although  ufually  on  the  fide  of 
the  court,  yetheexpreffed  his  fenti- 
ments  with  becoming  independence. 
The  firft  diplomatic  office  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  during  this  reign, 
was  of  great  confequence,  and  its 
fuccefs  paved  the  way  for  the  abfo¬ 
lute  influence  which  Elizabeth  after¬ 
wards  obtained  in  the  affairs  of  Scot¬ 
land  ;  an  influence  which  all  the 
blood  and  treafure  expended  by  her 
anceftors  to  conquer  that  kingdom 
had  utterly  failed  to  acquire.  The 
Reformation  had  now  made  fuch 
progrefs  in  that  kingdom,  that  a 
league  of  proteftant  nobles  took 
arms,  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  under  the  title  of  lords  of 
the  congregation.  Mary  of  Lor¬ 
raine,  queen  dowager,  and  now 
regent,  endeavoured,  by  the  affift- 
ance  of  French  forces  and  French 
money,  to  fupprefs  this  infurrec- 
tion.  Both  parties  became  embit¬ 
tered  againft  each  other,  and  it 
was  obvious  that  a  final  and  de- 
cifive  conflict  was  not  far  diftant. 
In  this,  the  fagacity  of  Cecil  faw 
that  the  queen  regent,  armed  with, 
legal  authority,  fupported  by  dif- 
ciplined  forces,  and  furnifhed  from 
France  with  means  of  paving  them, 
muft  ultimately  prevail  over  a 
league  who  had  only  religious 
zeal,  and  the  tumultuary  affem- 
hlage  of  their  feudal  retainers,  to 
oppofe  againft  fuch  advantages.- — 
But  Scotland,  if  reduced  to  the 
fituation  of  a  French  province,  and 
ruled  by  a  catholic  queen,  who 
boafted  fome  pretenftons  to  the 
throne  of  Elizabeth,  muft  have 
been  a  moft  inaufpicious  neighbour 
to  England.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  to  fupport  the  proteftant 
nobility  in  their  ftruggle  with  the 
queen  regent,  but  with  fuch  fecrecy, 
as  neither  to  bring  upon  the  lords 
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of  the  congregation  the  odium  of 
being  the  friends  and  penfioners  of 
England,  nor  to  engage  Elizabeth 
in  an  open  war  with  her  After  and 
rival. 

To  manage  the  intrigues  necef- 
fary  for  the  fuccefsful  execution  of 
this  plan,  it  was  neceflary  an  accre¬ 
dited  agent  fhould  be  fent  to  the 
frontier.  With  this  view,  a  com- 
miflion  was  granted  to  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler, 
and  Sir  James  Crofts,  to  fettle  cer¬ 
tain  disputes  concerning  border 
matters,  with  the  commiflioners  to 
be  named  by  the  queen  regent  of 
Scotland,  and  to  direct  the  repairs 
propofed  to  be  made  on  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  Berwick,  and  other  bor¬ 
der  fortrefles.  But  the  objedl  was 
only  to  furnifh  oftenfible  reafons 
for  Sadler  making  a  long  ftay  in 
the  town  of  Berwick,  whence  he 
could  moil  eafily  correfpond  with 
the  lords  of  the  congregation.  By 
his  private  inftrudtions  in  Cecil’s 
hand-writing,  he  was  empowered 
to  treat  with  any  manner  of  perfon 
in  Scotland,  to  diftribute  money  as 
he  fhould  think  proper  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  3000/.  always  with  fuch 
difcretion  and  fecrecy,  as  not  to 
impair  the  peace  lately  concluded 
with  Scotland.  The  ufe  of  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland’s  name 
in  the  general  commiffion  was 
merely  oftenfible.  As  that  noble¬ 
man  profe'fled  the  catholic  religion, 
he  would  have  been  in  every  re- 
fpeft  an  improper  agent  in  behalf 
of  the  lords  of  the  congregation. 
Rut  Sadler  appears  to  have  repofed 
unlimited  confidence  in  Sir  James 
Crofts,  the  other  commiffioner. 

Sadler  opened  and  carried  on  the 
pegociation  with  his  ufual  ability, 
of  which  the  numerous  letters,  now 
offered  to  the  public,  afford  an  in- 


terefling  proof.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  repeated  fupplies  of  money,  it 
became  gradually  more  and  more 
obvious,  that  the  aid  of  England 
mull  appear  in  the  decided  fhape  of 
auxiliary  forces,  if  the  lords  of  the 
congregation  were  to  be  faved 
from  definition.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was 
fent  to  Berwick,  to  conclude  an 
open  and  avowed  treaty  with  the 
Scottifn  proteftants.  But  although 
the  deputation  of  a  perfon  of  fuch 
high  rank  gave  a  higher  degree  of 
folemnity  to  the  negociation,  it 
continued  chiefly  to  be  managed  by 
Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  whofe  name,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Duke,  appears 
in  mod  of  the  letters  to  the  coun¬ 
cil.  Indeed,  the  duke,  in  his  in- 
ftrudlions,  was  repeatedly  enjoined 
to  ufe  the  council  of  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler  rather  than  of  any  military 
man,  as  the  queen  ftiil  entertained 
hopes  that  hoftilities  might  be  pre¬ 
vented.  When  the  auxiliary  army 

under  Lord  Gray  had  entered  ScoU 
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land,  and  befieged  the  French 
troops  of  the  queen  regent  in  the 
town  of  Leith,  Elizabeth  directed 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  fend  Sir 
Ralph  Sadler  to  the  camp,  in  hopes 
that  he  might  be  able  to  treat  with 
the  regent,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  remove  from  the  mind  of  the 
proteftants  all  fufpicion  that  their 
interefts  would  be  facrificed  to  ob¬ 
tain  peace.  Accordingly,  in  April, 
1  560,  Sadler  appears  to  have  joined 
the  army  before  Leith.  On  the 
5th  day  of  May,  the  Earl  of 
Arran,  then  a  leader  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  writes  to  Cecil,  that 
the  arrival  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  had 
reftored  their  fpirits.  He  witneflTed 
the  difaftrous  confequences  of  a  rafti 
affault  made  upon  Leith  by  the 
Englifh,  in  which  they  loft  many 

men. 
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men.  Above  all,  he  had  probably 
a  principal  {hare  in  the  treaty  of 
Leith,  fo  highly  honourable  to 
Elizabeth,  by  which  (he  ftipulated 
for  her  Scottish  allies  the  fecurity 
of  their  religion,  liberty,  and  pof- 
feffions ;  and  for  herfelf,  a  full  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  her  right  to  the 
crown  of  England.  The  garrifon 
of  Leith  was  furrendered,  and  the 
French  governor  regaled  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  befiegers  with  a  feaft  of 
fifty  difhes,  compofed  out  of  one 
dead  horfe  ;  a  circumftance  which 
marks  national  manners,  as  well  as 
the  extremity  to  which  the  place 
was  reduced. 

It  does  not  appear  how  Sir 
Ralph  Sadler  was  employed  during 
the  five  fucceeding  years,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  any  duty  to  difcharge 
befides  that  of  a  privy  counfellor. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
continued  to  maintain  his  place  in 
Elizabeth’s  opinion,  fince,  in  the 
loth  year  of  her  reign,  he  was 
created  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancafter,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Sir  Ambrofe  Cave,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  matters  of  even  higher 
delicacy  and  weight,  than  had 
been  yet  entrufted  to  his  care. 

In  1568,  when  Elizabeth  had 
determined  to  treat  a  fugitive 
princefs,  who  had  fled  to  her  pro¬ 
tection,  as  an  accufed  criminal, 
and  had  named  commiffioners  to 
hear  the  caufe  of  Queen  Mary 
pleaded  at  York,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler 
was  conjoined  with  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  and  Earl  of  E(fex,  in 
order  to  compofe  that  extraordinary 
tribunal.  Indeed,  of  the  three,  he 
feems  to  have  been  mo  ft  trufled  ; 
tor  fo  foon  as  the  mode  in  which 
the  enquiry  was  conducted  gave 
reafon  to  believe  that  Norfolk 
meant  to  difcountenance  the  accu- 
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fation,  Sadler  was  ordered  to  court 
to  give  an  account  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings.  He  was  alfo  a  member  of 
the  new  commifiion  which  fat  at 
Weftminfter  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
Meanwhile  the  effects  of  Norfolk’s 
intrigues  began  to  he  apparent. 
The  Earls  of  Weftmoreland  and 
Northumberland,  relying  upon  the 
co-operation  of  the  duke,  and  of 
the  ancient  nobility,  openly  took 
arms  for  the  deliverance  of  Queen 
Mary,  and  the  reftoration  ot  the 
catholic  religion.  An  army  was 
fpeedily  levied  againft  them,  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Sufiex, 
and  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  again  occu¬ 
pied  the  fituation  of  treafurer,  or 
paymafter-general.  It  is  not  im¬ 
probable,  that  hi3  prefence  was 
conftdered  as  a  check  upon  Sufiex, 
who,  befides  his  rivalry  with  the 
favourite  Leicefter,  lay  under  a 
certain  degree  of  fufpicion  from  his 
alliance  with  Norfolk.  But  the 
letters  of  Sadler,  whofe  intelligence 
was  doubtlefs  relied  upon  by  Eli¬ 
zabeth  and  her  minifters,  were  in 
the  higheft  degree  favourable  to 
Sufiex.  After  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
rebellion,  the  infurgeni  earls,  with 
fame  of  their  principal  followers, 
retreated  info  Scotland.  Nor¬ 
thumberland  fell  into  the  power  of 
the  regent  Murray  ;  but  Weftmore¬ 
land  being  fheltered  by  the  laird 
of  Ferniherft,  Sadler  employed  a 
perfon,  named  Robert  Conftable, 
a  relation  of  the  unfortunate  fugi¬ 
tive,  to  feduce  him  to  come  back 
to  England,  under  the  prom  be  of 
protection,  and  then  to  deliver  him 
up  to  the  feverity  of  the  law.— - 
The  perfon  to  whom  this  negocia- 
tion  was  entrufted,  was  by  birth  a 
gentleman,  although  his  family 
was  then  ftained  by  treafon,  as 
afterwards  by  regicide.  But  his 
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quality  did  not  prevent  him  from 
undertaking  this  treacherous  com- 
ndffion,  as  the  thifft  of  lucre  could 
not,  on  the  other  hand,  altogether 
fubdue  his  own  fenfe  of  the  infamy 
of  his  conduct.  And  between  ava¬ 
rice,  hypocrify,  and  remorfe,  his 
lerters  to  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  form  a 
mold  extraordinary  picture  of  guilt 
contending  with  fhame.  The  an- 
fwers  of  Sir  Ralph  are  remarkable, 
as  difdaining  to  qualify  the  infamy 
of  the  talk  otherwife  than  by  in- 
creafing  the  bribe.  He  treats 
Conflable  as  the  traitor  he  had 
made  himfelf ;  and,  appealing  only 
to  his  avarice,  makes  no  capitula¬ 
tion  with  his  feelings  whatfoever. 
Rut  fortunately  for  Weftmoreland, 
the  negociation  was  unfuccefsful. 

After  the  northern  army  was 
dilbanded,  we  find  Sir  Ralph  Sad¬ 
ler,  in  1672,  employed  as  one  of 
the  commifiioners  for  examining 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  lately  his 
coadjutor  in  trulls  of  a  firnilar  na¬ 
ture.  The  iffue  of  the  enquiry 
was  the  trial  and  execution  of  the 
unfortunate  nobleman. 

In  1578,  James  of  Scotland, 
who  had  now  taken  the  reins  of 
government  into  his  own  hands, 
defirous  to  propitiate  a  counfellor, 
whofe  afiiftance  had  been  lb  often 
ufed  in  affairs  concerning  his  king¬ 
dom,  honoured  Sir  Ralph  Sadler 
with  a  letter,  in  which  he  thanked 
him  for  the  care  he  had  always  ex¬ 
hibited,  to  maintain  a  good  under- 
ftanding  between  England  and  Scot¬ 
land,  and  recommends  to  his  good 
offices,  an  ambaffador,  whom  he 
had  difpatched  to  his  dearell  filter, 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

Meanwhile,  James’s  dearell  mo¬ 
ther  was  drawing  out  a  miferable 
exigence  in  exile  and  imprifon- 
inent,  under  the  cufiody  of  George, 


Earl  of  Shrewlbury,  whofe  cafile 
was  converted  into  a  prifon,  his 
fervants  into  guards,  his  porter 
into  a  turnkey,  his  wife  into  a 
fpy,  and  himfelf  into  a  jailor,  to 
gratify  the  ever-wakeful  jealoufy 
of  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  was  a 
hard  part  of  this  nobleman’s  fate, 
that  the  molt  affiduous  attention 
to  his  charge,  joined  to  all  thefe 
perfonal  facrifices,  were  infufficient 
to  procure  him  the  favour  of  the 
fovereign  who  had  condemned 
him  to  this  odious  talk.  Eliza¬ 
beth  feems  to  have  involuntarily 
attributed  fuch  fafcination  to  her 
rival,  that  Ihe  fufpeCted  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  all  who  came  within  the 
reach  of  her  attraction.  The 
Queen  of  England  had  alfo  the 
attribute  of  many  proud  fpirits, 
who  hate  thofe  who  po fiefs  the 
power  of  injuring  them,  even 
when  they  difplay  no  inclination 
to  ufe  it ;  and  to  her  no  danger 
could  have  been  fo  alarming  as 
the  treachery  of  Mary’s  guar¬ 
dians,  To  make  affurance  yet 
more  fure,  fire  repeatedly  dif¬ 
patched  different  counfellors  to  her 
captive,  as  well  to  watch  the 
demeanor  of  Shrewlbury  himfelf, 
and  the  order  of  his  houfehold,  as 
to  try,  under  fome  plaufible  pre¬ 
text  of  treaty,  what  iecrets  could 
be  extracted  from  the  unfortunate 
Mary.  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  was  thus 
employed  more  than  once. 

In  1580,  after  repeated  entrea¬ 
ties  to  be  relieved  of  a  trull  fo 
hateful  in  itfelf,  and  which  fub- 
jeCled  him  to  conflant  fufpicion, 
Shrewlbury  was  permitted  to 
come  to  court,  and  received  from 
Elizabeth  a  promife  that  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  Mary  fhould  be  entrufted 
to  fome  other  perfon.  During  his 
abfence,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  and  Sir 
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Henry  Mild  may  -were  appointed 
ner  temporary  guardians.  Afhby 
de  la  Zouch,  the  caftle  of  the  Earl 
of  Huntingdon,  and  Milbourne 
caftle,  were  alternately  named  as 
the  place  of  her  refidence,  to 
which  Hie  was  to  be  conduced 
with  fecrefy,  avoiding  market 
towns,  or  any  place  of  public  re¬ 
fort,  and  travelling  by  other  ways 
than  the  common  high  road.  The 
commiflioners  were  empowered  to 
feize  upon  all  Mary’s  letters  and 
correfpondence,  and  if  neceflary, 
by  breaking  open  her  cabinets, 
and  other  places  where  they  might 
be  found.  But  this  branch  of  the 
Si  good  and  honourable  fervice  en- 
trufted  to  them,”  was  not  per¬ 
formed  till  long  after.  Neither 
did  the  propofed  change  of  cap¬ 
tivity  take  place,  Shrewlbury  con¬ 
tinuing  to  have  the  cuftody  of 
Queen  Mary  till  the  year  1584. 
He  was  then  again  permitted  to 
come  to  court,  and  by  the  Queen 
and  council  formally  declared  free 
from  all  fufpicion,  and  of  unble- 
mifbed  fidelity  in  his  charge. 
Meanwhile,  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  fup- 
plied  his  place,  as  governor  of  the 
garrifon  of  foldiers,  whom  the 
Earl  was  forced  to  maintain  to 
keep  watch  and  ward  in  his  caftle 
of  Wingfield,  though  he  could 
hardly  extort  from  Elizabeth  mo¬ 
ney  to  pay  theijr  wages.  The 
unfortunate  prifoner  expreffed  her¬ 
felf  gratified,  that  the  cuftody  of 
her  perfon  had  devolved  upon  an 
ancient  counfellor,  formerly  of  her 
acquaintance  ;  and  in  her  comiiiu- 
nications  with  him,  urged  every 
argument  to  obtain  either  liberty, 
or  at  leaft  fome  relaxation  of  her 
imprifonment.  Among  others  of 
fofiilar  tendency  the  following  fin- 
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gular  converfation  is  reported  by. 
Sadler  to  have  pafted  between 
them. 

“  Here  falling  into  other  talk,' 
file  alked  me  whether  I  thought 
file  would  efcape  from  hence  or 
no.  If  file  might,  I  anfwered 
plainly,  I  believed  file  would  i 
for  it  is  natural  for  every  thing  to 
feek  liberty  that  is  kept  in  ftraifi 
fubjedion.  No,  by  my  trothe, 
quod  (he,  ye  are  deceived  in  me  ; 
for  my  heart  is  fo  great,  that  f 
had  rather  die  in  this  fort  with 
honour  than  run  away  with  fhame. 

I  faid  I  would  be  forry  to  fee 
the  trial.  Then  fire  alked  me,  if 
file  were  at  liberty  with  the 
Queen  majefty's  favour,  whither  I 
thought  {he  would  go.  I  think, 
quod  I,  Madam,  you  would  go 
to  your  own  Scotland,  as  it  is 
good  reafon,  and  command  there. 
It  is  true,  quod  file,  I  would  go 
thither  indeed,  but  only  to  fee  my 
fon,  and  to  give  him  good  coiinfeL 
But  unlefs  her  Majefty  would 
give  her  countenance  and  fome 
maintenance  in  England,  would 
go  into  France,  and  live  there 
among  her  friends  with  that  little 
portion  file  hath  there,  and  never 
trouble  herfelf  with  government 
again,  nor  difpofe  herfelf  to  marry 
any  more,  feeing  file  had  a  fon 
that  is  a  man  ;  but  faid  the  would 
never  ftay  long  there,  uof  would 
govern  where  fhe  had  received  fo 
many  evil  treatments  :  for  her 
heart  could  not  abide  to  look  upon 
thofe  folks  that  had  done  her  that 
evil,  being  her  fubjecis  ;  whereof 
there  are  yet  many  remaining : 
for  I  had  told  her  that  they  were 
almoft  all  dead.  Ever  in  her  talk 
befeeching  her  Majefty  to  make  a! 
trial  of  her,  that  with  fome  honor- 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


7M] 

able  end  fhe  may  live  the  reft  of 
her  days  out  of  this  captivity,  as 
fhe  termeth  it.” 

This  converfatlon  feems  to  have 
made  fuch  im predion  on  Sadler, 
that  in  a  fubfequent  letter,  after 
obferving  that  he  faw  no  end  to 
the  matter,  but  by  the  lady’s 
death,  which  was  not  to  be  looked 
for,  for  many  years,  or  by  her  be¬ 
ing  fet  at  liberty  on  treaty,  he 
•ventures  obliquely  to  recommend 
the  latter  alternative.  The  poffi- 
biiity  of  anticipating  the  courfe  of 
nature,  never  feems  to  have  occur¬ 
red  to  him. 

The  letters  of  Sir  Ralph  fre¬ 
quently  conclude  with  alluftons  to 
his  old  age,  and  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon,  which  he  repeatedly  urges 
as  reafons  for  relieving  him  of  his 
charge ;  until  Elizabeth  honour- 
ed  him  with  a  letter  under  her  own 
hand,  promifing  fpeedily  to  grant 
his  requeft,  but  in  the  mean  while 
enjoining  “  old  truft,  with  new 
diligence.  ”  To  add  to  his  dif- 
treft'es,  about  the  middle  of  Decem¬ 
ber  the  caftle  of  Wingfield,  the 
abode  of  a  captive  queen,  and  of 
this  aged  counfellor  her  guardian, 
efteemed  the  richeft  commoner  in 
England,  was  threatened  with  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  a  famine.  Sadler 
writes,  that  befideslack  ofvi&uals 
and  drink,  there  was  no  wood  to 
burn,  and  no  litter  or  forage  to  be 
had  for  his  horfes.  This  feems  to 
have  been  in  fome  degree  an  artifi¬ 
cial  fcarcity,  raifed  or  increafed  by 
the  Earl  of  Shrew  fbury’s  retainers, 
by  the  private  inftruftions  of  their 
mailer,  who  longed  to  fee  his  caftle 
delivered  of  thefe  unwelcome 
guefts,  and  judicioufty  thought 
that  famine  and  cold  were  the 
moil  likefy  means  of  haftening 


their  change  of  refidence.  In  the 
midft  of  January,  1384.5,  Mary 
was  removed  to  the  caftle  of  Tut- 
bury,  then  empty  of  furniture,  a 
want  afterwards  fupplied  with  fuch 
fcandalous  and  beggarly  parfimony, 
as  to  draw  down  a  rebuke,  even 
from  the  economical  Elizabeth. 
Two  circumftances  happened,  one 
in  the  courfe  of  the  journey,  and 
the  other  while  Mary  abode  at 
Tutbury,  illuftrative  of  the  jealous 
care  with  which  even  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler’s  guardianfhip  of  Mary  was 
watched  by  the  fpies  of  Elizabeth. 
In  their  lodging  at  Derby,  where 
Mary  halted  for  a  night,  the  Scot- 
tifh  queen  went  courteoufly  lip  to 
the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  and  fa- 
luted  her,  faying,  that  fhe  was 
come  to  give  her  inconvenience, 
but,  as  they  were  both  widows, 
they  would  agree  well  enough, 
having  no  huibands  to  trouble 
them.  For  permitting  this  inter- 
courfe  of  ordinary  civility,  and  for 
having  ufed  the  common  high-road 
in  their  journey  to  Tutbury,  Sir 
Ralph’s  conduft  was  fo  reported  at 
court,  as  to  render  it  necefiary 
that  he  Ihould  juftify  himfelf.  A 
more  heavy  complaint  againft  him, 
was  afterwards  grounded  on  his 
having  permitted  Mary  to  accom¬ 
pany  him  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
caftle  of  Tutbury,  to  enjoy  the 
fport  of  hawking.  This  laft  in- 
ftance  of  fufpicion  and  cruelty, 
feems  to  have  driven  Sadler  to  the 
extremity  of  his  patience,  as  it 
produced  rather  an  expoftulation 
than  an  apology.  He  admitted  he 
had  fent  for  his  hawks  and  fol¬ 
lowers  to  divert  “  the  miferable 
life”  which  he  pafied  at  Tutbury, 
and  that  he  had  been  unable  to  re¬ 
fill  the  folicitation  of  the  prifoner, 
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to  permit  her  to  fee  a  (port  in  which 
fhe  greatly  delighted.  But  he 
adds,  that  this  was  under  the 
ftriCteft  precautions  for  the  fecurity 
of  her  perfon.  And  he  declares  to 
thefecretary,  that  rather  than  con¬ 
tinue  a  charge  which  fubjeCted  him 
to  fuch  niifconftruCtion,  were  it  not 
more  for  fear  of  offending  the 
queen  than  dread  of  thepunifhment, 
he  would  abandon  his  prefent 
charge  on  condition  of  furrendering 
himfelf  prifoner  to  the  Tower  for 
all  the  days  of  his  life;  and  con¬ 
cludes,  that  he  is  fo  weary  of  his 
life,  that  death  itfelf  would  make 
him  moft  happy.  To  Walfingham 
he  ufed  yet  ftronger  obteflations. 

[  could  not  omit  to  write,  only 
to  render  mine  humble  thanks  unto 
your  lordfliip  for  your  careful  foli- 
citation  of  my  deliverance  from 
this  charge,  wherein  I  befeech  your 
lordfhip  down  in  the  bowels  of  our 
Lord  JefusChrift,  to  continue  your 
goodnefs  towards  me,  being  now 
overwhelmed  with  care,  forrow, 
and  grief,  whereunto  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  knoweth  that  wayward  age  is 
always  fubjeCt,  being  reftrained 
from  the  liberty  accuflomed,  trail¬ 
ing  that  her  Majefly  will  have  pity 
and  cornpaflion  upon  me,  and  now, 
in  refpeCt  of  my  years,  will  deliver 
me,  according  to  her  mofl  gracious 
promife.”  The  queen  was,  at 
length,  pleafed  to  liflen  to  the  fup- 
plicarions  of  her  aged  fervant,  and 
Mary  was  committed  to  the  cuf- 
tody  of  her  laft  and  fterneft  keepers, 
Drurie  and  Paulett. 

In  1587,  the  talents  of  Sadler 
were,  for  the  laft  time,  employed 
in  the  public  fervice,  for  he  was  in 
that  year  difpatched  to  Scotland. 
As  it  was  about  the  period  of 
Queen  Mary’s  execution,  Eliza¬ 
beth  probably  trufted  to  his  faga- 


city  and  well  known  acquaintance 
with  Scottifh  affairs,  to  affift  in 
diffuading  James  from  taking  any 
meafures  to  avenge  his  mother’s 
death.  The  counfels  of  Sadler,  we 
may  prefume,  joined  with  the  let¬ 
ters  of  Hunfden,  Leicefler  and  Wal¬ 
fingham,  foothed  the  ambition,  and 
wrought  on  the  pufillanimity  of 
James,  until  all  thoughts  of  ven¬ 
geance  were  loft  in  the  profpeCt  of 
the  Englifh  fucceffion. 

It  was  during  Sadler’s  laft  em- 
baffy  in  Scotland,  according  to 
Fuller,  that  a  magnificent  ft  rue* 
ture  was  ereCted  for  his  reft, 
dence  upon  the  manor  of  Standen, 
in  Hertfordfhire.  But  when  Sir 
Ralph  returned,  he  thought  his 
fteward  had  exceeded  his  wifhes  in 
the  fize  and  extent  of  the  building, 
and  never  took  much  pleafure  in  it* 
The  period  of  his  labours,  as  well 
as  of  his  fplendour,  was  now  ap* 
proaching,  for  he  died  foon  after 
his  return  from  Scotland,  in  the 
year  of  God,  1587,  and  the  eighti¬ 
eth  of  a  life,  fpent  in  conducting 
tranfaClions  of  the  higheft  national 
importance.  He  was  buried  under 
a  fplendid  monument  in  Standen 
Church. 

Sir  Ralph  Sadler  died  rich,  both 
in  poffeffions  and  lineage.  The 
extent  of  his  lands  obtained  him 
the  character  of  the  nobleft  com¬ 
moner  of  England,  and  although 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  as\parfimoni- 
ous  in  bellowing  titles  or  nobility, 
as  her  fucceffor  was  profufe,  it  is 
probable  that  Sir  Ralph  Sadler 
might  have  gained  that  rank,  had 
he  been  defirous  of  afpiring  to  it* 
But  from  various  minute  circum- 
fiances  in  the  following  volumes, 
as  well  as  from  the  uniform  favour 
which  he  enjoyed  during  fo  many 
reigns,  we  are  enabled  to  colled, 
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That  the  prudence  of  this  'ftatefman 
was  greater  ihan  his  ambition.  In 
his  negotiations,  nothing  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  accuracy  with 
which  he  calculates  the  means  to 
be  ufed,  in  relation  to  the  end  to 
be  obtained  ;  and  in  purfuit  of  his 
fortune  he  feerris  no  lefs  heedfuliy 
to  have  proportioned  his  objedi  to 
his  capacity  of  gaining  it  with  ho¬ 
nor  and  fafety.  The  ftory  of  the 
manor  houfe  atStanden,  fhews  that 
his  moderation  accompanied  him  to 
the  grave  ;  as  his  high  employments 
during  the  very  year  of  his  death, 
prove  that  his  talents  remained 
unclouded  to  the  laft.  The  follow¬ 
ing  papers,  relating  almoft  entirely 
to  public  tranfadlions,  do  not  ena¬ 
ble  us  to  draw  an  accurate  picture 
of  the  individual,  although  they 
difplay  in  the  higheft  degree  the 
talents  of  the  ftatefman.  But  this 
deficiency  is  in  forne  meafure  fup- 
plied  by  the  induftrv  of  Lloyd* 
who  has  left  the  following  charac¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler  among  his 
State  Worthies. 

“  King  Henry  underftood  tw© 
things :  i.  A  man  :  2.  A  difh  of 
meat ;  and  was  feldom  deceived  in 
either  :  For  a  man,  none  more  com¬ 
plete  than  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  who 
‘was  at  once  a  raoft  exquifite  wri¬ 
ter,  and  a  moll  valiant  and  experi¬ 
enced  foldier :  qualifications  that 
Teldom  meet,  (fo  great  is  the  dif- 
tance  between  the  Avord  and  the 
pen,  the  coat  of  mail  and  the  gown), 
yet  divided  this  man  and  his  time  ; 
his  night  being  devoted  to  con¬ 
templation,  and  his  days  to  action. 
Little  was  his  body,  bur  great  hits 
■foul ;  the  more  vigorous,  the  more 
•cOntradbed.  Quick  and  clear  were 
his  thoughts,,  ipeedy  and  refolute 
Ms  performances.  It  was ^ he  that 
could  not  endure  the  (pending  of 


that  time  in  defignin|;  one  a£lion%; 
which  might  perform  two  ;  or  that 
delay  in  performing  two,  that 
might  have  defigned  twenty.  A 
great  eftafe  he  got  honellly,  and 
fpent  nobly  ;  knowing  that  princes 
honour  them  moft,  that  have  mo  ft, 
and  the  people  them  only  that  em¬ 
ploy  moft :  a  prince  hath  more  re  a- 
fon  to  fear  money  that  is  fpenr, 
than  that  which  is  horded  ;  for  it 
is  eafier  for  fubjCdls  to  oppofe  a 
prince  by  applause  than  by  armies. 
Reward  (faid  Sir  Ralph,  when  he 
was  offered  a  fum  of  money)  fhould 
not  empty  the  King’s  coffers-)  nei¬ 
ther  fhould  riches  be  the  pay  of 
worth,  which  are  merely  the  wages 
of  labour:-  he  that  gives  it,  em. 
bafeth  a  man  ;  he  that  taketh  it, 
vilifieth  himfelf :  who  is  fo  moft  re¬ 
warded  is  lead.  Since  honor  hath 
loft  the  value  of  a  reward,  men  have 
loft  the  merit  of  virtue,  and  both 
become  mercenary  ;  men  lulling  ra¬ 
ther  after  the  wealth  that  buyeth, 
than  after  the  qualities  that  deferve 
it. 

iX  Two  things,  he  obferved, 
broke  treaties  )  jealoufy,  when 
princes  are  fuccefskil ;  and  fear, 
when  they  are  unfortunate.  Power*, 
that  hath  need  of  none,  maketh  all 
confederacieSjeither  when  it  is  felt, 
or  when  k  is  feared,  or  when  it  is 
envied. 

(C  Three  things  Cato  repented 
of;  1.  That  he  went  by  water 
when  he  might  go  by  land  ;  2. 
That  he  trufted  a  woman  with  a 
fecret  ;  3.  That  he  loft  time.  Two 
things  Sir  Ralph  repented  for:  1. 
That  he  had  communicated  a  fecret 
to  two.  2.  That  he  had  loft  any 
hour  of  the  morning  betweeen  four 
o’clock  and  ten. 

“  He  learned  in  King  Henry 
the  eighth’s  time,  as  Cromwell's 
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inft  rumen  t,  what  he  mu  ft  advife  (in 
point  of  religion)  in  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  time,  as  an  eminent  counfei- 
lor :  his  maxim  being  this,  that 
zeal  was  the  duty  of  a  private 
breaft,  and  moderation  the  intereft 
of  a  public  ftate.  The  Proteftants, 
Sir  Ralph’s  confcience  would  have 
in  the  commencement  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  kept  in  hope  ;  the  Pa- 
pifts,  his  prudence  would  not  have 
caft  into  defpair.  It  was  a  maxim 
at  that  time  in  another  cafe,  that 
France  ihould  not  prefume,  nor 
Spain  be  defperate. 

“  He  faw  the  intereft  of  this 
ftate  altered  fix  times,  and  died  an 
honeft  man;  the  crown  put  upon 
four  heads,,  yet  he  continued  a 
faithful  fubjetft  ;  religion  changed,, 
,as  to  the  public  conftitution  of  it, 
ftve  times,  yet  he  kept  his  faith. 

“  A  Spartan  one  day  .boafted, 
.that  his  countrymen  had  been  often 
Turied  at  Athens;  the  Athenian 
replied;  but  we  are  mo  ft  of  us  bu¬ 
ried  at  home.  So  great  was  Sir 
Ralph’s  fuccefs  in  the  Northern 
wars,  that  many  a  Scotchman  found 
his  grave  in  England  ;  fo  exact  his 
conduct  and  warinefs,  that  few 
’Engliftimen  had  their’s  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  the  fame  ground  giving 
them  their  coffin,  that  did  their 
cradle  ;  and  their  birth,  that  did 
their  death.  Our. knight’s  two  in¬ 
comparable  qualities  .were  difci- 
pline  and  intelligence;  the  laftdif- 
.covered  him  all  the  enemies5’  ad® 
vantages,  and  the  firft  gave  them 
none.  “  His  two  main  defigns, 
were  i.  An  intereft  in  his  Prince, 
by  fervice  ;  2,  An  alliance  with 
the  nobility  by  marriage:  upon 
which  two  bottoms  he  raifed  him- 
ftelf  to  that  pitch  of  honor  and  ef~ 
tate,  that  time  could  not  wear  out, 
par  any  alterations  embezzle;  he 


bequeathed  to  his  worfhipful  pofte- 
rity  the  blefiingof  heaven  upon  his 
integrity  ;  the  love  of  mankind  for 
his  worth,  and  (as  Mr,  Fuller 
faith)  a  pardon  granted  him  when 
he  attended  my  Lord  Cromwell  at 
Rome,  for  the  fins  of  his  family 
for  three  generations,  (expiring  in 
R.  Sadler,  Efquire,  lately  dead.) 
His  laft  negociation  was  that  in 
Scotland,  during  the  troubles 
there  about  Queen  Mary.:  fo 
fearching  and  pearcing  he  was,  that 
no  letter  or  advife  pafTed,  whereof 
lie  had  not  a  copy  ;  fo  civil  and  ob¬ 
liging,  that  there  was  no  party 
that  had  not  a  kiudnefs  for  him.; 
fo  grave  and  folid,  that  he  was 
prefent  at  all  counfels  :  foclofe  and. 
-unfeen,  that  his  hand,  though  un- 
ieen,^  was  in  every  motion  of  that 
ftate  :  and  fo  fuccefsful,  that  he 
left  the  nobility  fo  divided,  that 
they  could  not  defign  any  thing 
rnpon  the  King  ;  and  the  King  lo 
weak,  that  he  could  not  caft  off 
the  Queen;  and  all  fo  tottering* 
that  they  mult  depend  on  Queen 
^.Elizabeth. 

Three  things  he  bequeathed 
•fuch  as  may  have  the  honour  to  fuc  - 
-ceed  him,  1.  All  thejetters  that 
concerned  him  ft  nee  of  years  hied,; 
z„  All  occurrences,  ftnee  he  was 
.  capable  of  obfervation,  regiftered  ; 
g„  All  expenfes,  fmee  he  lived  of 
himfeif,  booked.  Epaminondas  was 
the  firft  Grecian,  and  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler  was  one  of  the  laft  Englifh- 
men.” — 'Lloyd's  State  .Worthies,  p. 


CharaSerof  ] ohn  Opie,  Ljq .  From 
an  Addrefs  to  Prince  Hoare,  Ffq. 
introductory  to  Mr.  Opie’s  Lectures 
on  Painting ,  by  Mrs.  Opie. 

4<  IT  has  been  obferved  that 
[3  B  3]  diftinguiftied 
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diftinguifhed  men  generally  refera¬ 
ble  their  works,  and  this  obferva- 
tion  appears  to  me  ftrikingly  true 
if  applied  to  Mr.  Opie.  He  greatly 
refembled  his  paintings ;  and, 
while  the  trivial  defers  both  of 
him  and  them  were  obvious  to  the 
many,  the  unnfual  excellencies  of 
both  could  be  completely  known 
and  juftly  valued  only  by  the  few. 

Any  obferver,  however  con¬ 
temptible,  might  in  fome  of  his 
pictures  difcover  a  neglect  of  pro¬ 
per  coftume  in  his  draperies,  a  too 
ftrift  adherence  to  the  models  from 
which  he  painted,  and  an  inatten¬ 
tion  to  the  minuter  parts  of  art ; 
but  it  required  the  eye  of  a  con- 
noiffeur  and  the  kindred  feeling  of 
an  artill  to  diftinguifh  and  appreci¬ 
ate  properly  the  fimplicity  of  his 
deligns,  the  juftnefs  of  his  reprefen- 
iations,  and  the  force  of  his  light 
and  fhadow.- — In  like  manner  any 
one  might  obferve  in  the  artift 
himfelf  a  negligence  in  drefs,  a  dis¬ 
regard  of  the  common  rules  of 
common  manners,  and  a  carelelfnefs 
to  pleafe  thofe  whom  he  confidered 
as  trifling  and  uninterefting ;  but 
it  required  a  mind  of  powers  nearly 
equal  to  his  oWn,  or  gifted  with  a 
nice  perception  of  uncommon  en¬ 
dowments  in  others,  to  value,  and 
to  call  forth  his  acutenefs  of  obfer- 
vation  and  his  depth  of  thinking  ; 
to  follow  him  through  the  wide 
range  of  his  perceptions,  and  to 
profit  by  that  juft  and  philofophi- 
cal  mode  of  feeing  and  defcribing, 
on  which  his  claims  to  mental  fu- 
periority  were  fo  ftrongly  built. 

Thofe  only  whom  he  iufficiently 
refpe&ed  to  enter  into  argument 
with,  or  who  were  themfelves  fond 
of  argument,  are  aware  of  the  full 
extent  of  the  powers  of  his  mind  : 
ss^with  others,  even  when  he  loved 
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them  as  friends,  and  valued  them 
as  companions,  he  indulged,  for 
the  moft  part,  in  converfation, 
which,  though  never  trifling,  was 
often  unimportant,  and  which  at 
leaft  ferved  the  ufeful  purpofe  of 
unbending  a  mind,  only  too  fre¬ 
quently  for  the  good  of  the  frame 
which  contained  it,  ftretched  to 
the  very  utmoft  limit.  You  have 
faid  of  him  that  in  argument  he 
had  the  power  of  eliciting  light 
from  his  opponent,  and  Mr.  North- 
cote  has  exhibited  his  talent  for 
converfing  in  another  point  of 
view,  by  obferving  that  “  it  is 
difficult  to  fay  whether  his  conver¬ 
fation  gave  more  amufement  or  in- 
ftru6Hon.,,~ -Certain  indeed  it  is, 
that  his  power  to  amufe  was  equal 
to  his  power  to  inftruft  — but,  as 
flame  fhines  brighteft  in  certain 
airs,  he  (hone  the  moft  in  certain 
focieties.  The  fire  of  his  mind  re-* 
quired  certain  applications  to  elicit 
its  brilliancy  ;  and  thofe  were  love, 
efteem,  and  refped  for  the  compa¬ 
nions  with  whom  he  was  conver¬ 
fing,  and  a  perfect  confidence  that 
they  defired  and  valued  his  fo- 
ciety. 

I  was  induced  to  mention  this 
circumftance  from  being  fully  aware 
that  many  perfons,  with  whom  Mr. 
Opie  lived  in  apparent  intimacy, 
had  no  fufpicion  of  his  poffe fling 
converfational  talents  of  the  high- 
eft  order.  But  in  general  the  few 
only  poffefs  a  key  to  open  in  ano¬ 
ther  the  ftores  of  mental  excel¬ 
lence,  efpecially  when  the  entrance 
is  alfo  guarded  by  the  proud  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fuperiority,  fufpicious 
of  being  undervalued. 

You,  my  dear  Sir,  were  one  of 
thofe  who  pofleffed  a  key,  to 
unlock  the  mind  of  Mr.  Opie, 
and  to  you  were  all  its  treafures 
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known.  You,  therefore,  are  well 
aware  that  he  excelled  in  aptnefs  of 
quotation,  that  there  was  a  pecu¬ 
liar  playfulnefs  of  fancy  in  his  de¬ 
scriptions  ;  that  he  poflefled  the 
art  of  reprefenting  flrongiy  the  ri¬ 
diculous  in  men  and  things,  which 
he  inftantly  and  fenfibly  felt,  and 
therefore  the  pictures  drawn  by  his 
tongue  lived  as  powerfully  to  the 
view  as  thofe  from  his  pencil 
while  his  talent  for  repartee,  for 
ftrong  humour,  and  formidable 
though  not  malignant  farcafm,  gave 
an  ever-varying  attraction  to  his 
converfation  ;  an  attraction  which 
no  one  I  believe  was  ever  more  fen- 
iible  of  than  yourfelf,  as  you  were 
one  of  the  friends  whom  he  never 
failed  to  welcome  with  an  artlefs 
warmth  of  manner  which  always 
found  its  way  to  the  heart,  be- 
caufe  it  bore  indifputable  marks  of 
having  come  from  it. 

But  as  I  am  fully  fenfible  that 
my  teftimony  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Opie’s  conversational  Superiority 
can  add  no  weight  to  that  given 
by  you  and  Mr.  Northcote,  and 
that  both  you  and  he  may  be  fup- 
pofed  biafled  by  the  partiality  of 
friendlhip,  I  beg  leave  to  offer,  in 
corroboration  of  its  truth,  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  very  high  description, 
and  which  has  hitherto  not  met  the 
public  eye, — that  of  Mr.  Horne 
Tooke,  whom  even  thofe  who  dif- 
like  his  politics  muft  admire  as  a 
man  not  only  of  Sagacity  the  moft 
acute,  but  of  attainments  the  moft 
extraordinary,  and  that  of  Sir 
James  Mackintolh,  on  whofe  ta¬ 
lents  it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  expa¬ 
tiate. 

Mr.  Tooke,  while  Mr.  Opie 
was  painting  him,  had  not  only  the 
opportunity,  but  the  power  of 
founding  him,  from  hisloweft  note 
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to  the  top  of  his  compafs. — •  And 
he  Said,  a  ftiort  time  afterwards,  to 
oneof  his  moft  diftinguifhed friends, 
(C  Mr.  Opie  crowds  more  wifdom 
into  a  few  words  than  almcft  any 
man  1  ever  knew  ; '•—-he  Speaks  as  it 
were  in  axioms ,  and  what  he  ob¬ 
serves  is  worthy  to  be  remem¬ 
bered.' ” 

Sir  James  Mackintolh,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  recently  received  from  him,  la- 
ments  the  lois  of  an  acquaintance 
to  whofe  Society  he  looked  forward 
as  one  of  the  pleafures  which  await¬ 
ed  him  at  his  return  to  England, 
and  adds  the  following  observa¬ 
tion.  (i  Had  Mr.  Opie  turned  his 
powers  of  mind  to  the  ftudy  of 
philofophy,  he  would  have  been 
one  of  the  firft  philofophers  of  the 
age.  I  was  never  more  ftruck  than 
with  his  original  manner  of  think¬ 
ing  and  expreffing  himfeif  in  con¬ 
verfation  ;  and  had  he  written  on 
the  fubjeCt,  he  would,  perhaps, 
have  thrown  more  light  on  the 
philofophy  of  his  art  than  any  man 
living.’' 

Nor  was  Mr.  Opie’s  intellectual 
Superiority  unappreciated  by  the 
eminent  among  ft  my  own  Sex. 

Mrs.  Inchbald  has  given  to  the 
world  her  opinion  of  my  hulband 
in  her  own  interefting  and  energe¬ 
tic  manner ;  and  Mrs.  Siddons, 
muft  pardon  me,  if  I  relate  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumftances.  ((  Where  is 
Mr.  Opie  ?”  Said  Mrs.  Siddons, 

one  evening  at  a  party  in  B - k- 

ftreet.  i(  He  is  gone,”  was  the 
anfwer.  (e  I  am  forry  for  it,*'  fhe 
replied,  “  for  I  meant  to  have 
fought  him  out,  as  when  I  am  with 
him,  I  am  always  fure  to  hear  him 
fay  fome thing  which  I  cannot  for¬ 
get,  or  at  leaft  which  ought  never 
to  be  forgotten.” 

I  have  been  led  to  dwell  on  Mr. 

[3  $4]  Opie’s 
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Qpie’s  great  talents  for  converfa- 
tion,  and  to  bring  forward  refpec- 
table  evidence  to  prove  it,  in  order 
to  draw  this  inference  ;  that  to  him 
who  could,  in  focietv,  fC  speak  in 
axioms /*  and  exprefs  original  ideas 
in  an  impreflive  and  forcible  man¬ 
ner,  it  could  not  be  a  very  difficult 
talk  to  conquer  the  only  obftacle  to 
his  fuccefs  as  an  author,  namely, 
want  of  the  habit  of  writing,  and 
to  become  on  the  fubjed  moll  dear 
and  familiar  to  him,  a  powerful 
and  eloquent  writer,. 

That  he  was  fuch,  the  following 
work,  I  truft,  will  fufficiently  tef- 
tify  :  and  1  Ihould  not  have  thought 
it  necelfary  to  draw  the  inference 
mentioned  above,  had  it  not  been 
often  afferted,  and  by  many  be¬ 
lieved,  that,  however  the  ideas 
contained  in  the  ledures  might  be 
conceived  by  Mr.  Opie,  it  was  not 
by  his  pen  that  thofe  ideas  were 
clothed  in  adequate  language.  But 
the  flight  texture  of  muflin  could 
as  eafily  a  flume  the  confiftency  of 
welvet,  as  the  perfon  fuppofed  to 
have  aflifled  Mr.  Opie  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  his  ledures,  have  given 
language  to  the  conceptions  of  his 
mind.  He  who  alone  conceived 
them  was  alone  capable  of  giving 
them  adequate  expreflion  j  nor  could 
fo  weak  and  ill-founded  a  fufpi- 
cion  have  ever  entered  into  the 
head  of  any  one,  but  for  the  falfe 
ideas  which,  as  you  well  know, 
are  entertained  of  painting  and  of 
painters  in  general 

There  are  many  who  fet  litera¬ 
ture  fo  much  above  the  arts,  that 
they  would  think  Mr.  Opie  fli ow¬ 
ed  more  ability  in  being  able  to 
write  on  painting,  than  in  executing 
ffbe  fineft  of  his  pidures. 

Such  perfons  fee  a  Ample  effed 
produced,  and  are  wholly,  uncon- 

>  -  *  <  *  V'  *■ 

16 


feious  what  compound  powers  are 
requiflte  to  produce  it.  They 
would  gaze  on  a  portrait  painted 
by  the  firft  mailers,  they  would 
fee  the  charader,  the  expreflion, 
and  the  fort  of  hiftorical  efFed 
which  the  pidure  exhibited ;  but 
they  would  turn  away  and  Hill  * 
confld.er  the  artift  as  a  mere  pain¬ 
ter,  and  not  at  all  fufped  that  he 
could  think,  or  argue,  or  write. 
Here  let  me  declare  in  the  moil  fo- 
lemn  and  unequivocal  manner,  that 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  Mr. 
Opie  never  received  from  any  hu¬ 
man  being  the  flighted  aliiftance 
whatever  in  the  compofition  of  his 
ledures ;  I  believe  I  read  to  my- 
felf  fome  parts  of  them  as  they 
were  at  the  Royal  Inftitmion  be¬ 
fore  they  were  delivered,  and  after¬ 
wards  I  had  the  honour  of  reading 
them  to  the  Bifhop  of  Durham, 
who  faid  when  I  had  concluded ; 

You  were  known  before  as  a 
great  painter,  Mr.  Opie;  you  will 
now  be  known  as  a  great  writer 
alio  :5'  but  the  four  finiihed  ledures 
on  which  he  employed  all  the 
powers  of  his  mind,  and  which  he 
delivered  as  profdfor  of  painting 
at  the  Royal  Academy,  i  never 
even  faw,  but  he  read  each  of  them 
to  me  when  finiihed,  and  two  ol 
them  I  believe  to  Mr.  Landfeer, 
the  engraver,  and  Mr.  Phillips, 
the  academician.  Aliiftance  from 
any  one  Mr.  Opie  would  have  de- 
fpifed,  even  if  he  had  needed  it ;  as 
none  J>ut  the  moll  contemptible  of 
human  beings  can  endure  to  ft  rut 
forth  in  borrowed  plumes,  and 
claim  a  reputation  which  they  have 
not  confcientiouily  defer ved.  Such 
meannefs  was  unworthy  a  man  like 
Mr.  Opie,  and  the  ledures  them- 
felves  are  perhaps  a  fatal  proof  not 
only  of  his  eagernefs  to  obtain  re- 
i  *  putatioq 
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puUtion  as  ale&urer,  but  alfo  of  the 
laborious  induftry  by  which  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fatisfy  that  eagernefs. 

To  the  toils  of  the  artift  during 
the  day  (and  he  never  was  idle  for 
a  moment),  fucceeded  thofe  of  the 
writer  every  evening;  and  from 
the  month  of  September  1806, 
to  February  1807,  he  allowed  his 
mind  no  reft,  and  fcarcely  indulged 
himfelf  in  the  relaxation  of  a  walk, 
or  the  fociety  of  his  friends.  To 
the  completion  therefore  of  the  lec¬ 
tures  in  queftion  his  life  perhaps 
fell  an  untimely  facrifice  ;  and  in 
the  bitternefsof  regret,  l  wifh  they 
had  never  been  even  thought  of. 
Put  they  were  written,  were  deli¬ 
vered,  and  highly  were  they  ad¬ 
mired.  They  ferve  to  form  ano¬ 
ther  wreath  tor  his  brow.  Let  it 
then  be  fufFere.d  to  bloom  there, 
nor  let  the  hand  of  ignorance,  inad¬ 
vertence,  envy,  or  malignity,  at¬ 
tempt  to  pluck  it  thence  ! 

Mr.  Northcote,  in  his  charaHer 
of  Mr.  Opie,  has  mentioned  his 
filial  piety,  and  I  can  confirm  what 
he  has  afterted  by  the  teftimony  of 
my  own  experience  :  indeed  all 
who  knew  him,  would  readily  ad¬ 
mit,  that  theftrength  of  his  affec¬ 
tions  equalled  that  of  his  intellect. 
I  have  heard  Mr.  Op  e  fay,  that 
when  he  firft  came  to  London  he 

h  *  ^  ,  1 

was  confidered  as  a  fort  of  painting 
Chatter  ton .  But  it  was  not  in  ta¬ 
lent  oniy  that  he  refembled  the 
unfortunate  Chatterton,  He  re¬ 
fembled  him  alfo  in  attachment  to 
his  family. 

Chatterton,  if  we  may  judge  by 
his  letters,  never  look  d  forward 
to  any  worldly  good  without  tell¬ 
ing  his.  mother  and  filler  that  he 
hoped  to  (hare  it  with  them  ;  and 

no  fooner  was  ^r*  ^ttled  in 
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London,  with  a  profpeCt  of  encrea- 
fing  employment,  than  fome  of  his 
firft  earnings  were  tjranfmitted  by 
him  to  his  mother  :  and  his  filler, 
whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  who 
well  deferved  his  affeCiion,  was  in¬ 
vited  to  the  metropolis,  to  enjoy 
the  popularity  and  partake  of  the 
profperity  of  her  brother.  Here, 
unhappily  for  Chatterton,  the  re- 
femblance  between  them  ceafes, 
for  he  pofle fifed  not  the  induftry, 
the  patience,  the  prurience,  and 
the  feif  denial  of  Mr.  Opie..  The 
mother  and  filler  whom  Chatter¬ 
ton  held  fo  dear  were  left  by  his 
wretched  and  felfifh  filicide  in  the 
fame  ft  ate  of  poverty  they  had 
ever  known  ;  while  thofe  pf  my 
hufband  were  enabled  by  his  well- 
deferved  fuccefs  to  know  the  com¬ 
forts  of  a  refpeClable  competence. 
Mr.  Opie's  father  died,  1  believe, 
at  a  very  early  period  of  his  fon’s 
life  ;  but  he  lived  to  wiinefs  the 
dawnings  of  his  genius,  and  to  feel 
his  affections,  as  well  as  his  pride 
gratified  by  feeing  that  genius  firft 
eshibited  in  a  likenefs  of  himjelf- — 
Perhaps  the  following  anecdote 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  my 
readers  ;  but  I  cannot  expeCt  them 
to  experience  from  it  the  fame  in- 
tereft  which  i.  produced  in  me  ef~ 
pecial  y  as  1  cannot  narrate  it  in 
the  fimple  yet  impreuive  and  dra¬ 
matic  manner  in  which  my  poor 
filter  uled  to  tell  it,  while,  in  order 
to  beguile,  her  grief  for  her  bro¬ 
ther’s  lofs,  (he  dwelt  with  never 
fatisfied  ride  and  delight  on  his 
talents  and, his  worth. 

One  Sunday  ajftern  on,  while  his 
mother  was  at  church,  Mr.  Opie, 
then  a  boy  of  ten  or  eleven  years 
old,  fixed  his  ma rerials  for  paint¬ 
ing  in  a  little  kitpuen,  diteCUy 

oppofite 
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oppofite  the  parlour*  where  his  fa¬ 
ther  fat  reading  the  Bible.  He 
went  on  drawing  till  he  had  finifii- 
ed  every  thing  but  the  head,  and 
when  he  came  to  that,  he  fre¬ 
quently  ran  into  the  parlour  to  look 
up  in  his  father’s  face.  He  repeat¬ 
ed  this  extraordinary  interruption 
fo  often,  that  the  old  man  became 
quite  angry,  and  threatened  to 
correct  him  feverely  if  he  did  the 
like  again.  This  was  exadtly 
what  the  young  artift  wanted.  He 
wifhed  to  paint  his  father’s  eyes 
when  lighted  up,  and  fparkling 
with  indignation,  and  having  ob¬ 
tained  his  end,  he  quietly  refumed 
his  talk.  He  had  completed  his 
picture  before  his  mother’s  return 
from  church,  and  on  her  entering 
the  houfe,  he  fet  it  before  her.  She 
knew  it  indantly,  but,  ever  true 
to  her  principles,  (he  was  very  an¬ 
gry  with  him  for  having  painted 
on  a  Sunday,  thereby  profaning  the 
Sabbath-day.  The  child,  however, 
was  fo  elated  by  his  fuccefs,  that 
he  difregarded  her  remonftrance, 
and  hanging  fondly  round  her  neck, 
he  was  alive  only  to  the  pleafure 
die  had  given  him  by  owning  the 
ftrength  of  the  refemblance.  At 
this  moment  his  father  entered  the 
room,  and  recognizing  his  own 
portrait  immediately,  highly  ap¬ 
proved  his  fon*s  amufement  during 
the  afternoon  (parental  pride  con¬ 
quering  habitual  piety  awhile), 
and  exhibited  the  picture,  with 
ever  new  fatisfaCtion,  to  all  who 
came  to  the  houfe,  while  the  dory 
of  his  anger,  at  interruptions  fo 
happily  excufed  and  accounted  for, 
added  intereft  to  his  narrative,  and 
gratified  Hill  more  the  pride  of  the 
artift. 

Mr.  Opie  ufed  to  fpeak  of  his 
mother  with  the  mod  touching 


enthufiafm.  He  defcribed  her  as 
the  moil  perfeCt  of  human  beings  ; 
as  the  moil  mild,  mod  jud,  and 
mod  difintereded  of  women  ;  and 
I  believe  that  fcarcely  any  one  who 
knew  her  would  have  thought  this 
defcription  an  exaggerated  one. 
He  loved  to  relate  little  indances 
of  the  facred  love  of  judice  which 
led  her,  regardlefs  of  the  partiali¬ 
ties  of  a  parent,  to  decide  even 
againft  her  own  children,  when  as 
criminals  they  appeared  before  her, 
and  were  in  the  flighted  degree 
culpable  ;  and  thefe  dories  always 
ended  in  recollections  of  her  tender 
care  of  him  during  his  feeble  child¬ 
hood,  of  the  gloves  and  great  coat 
warmed  at  the  winter’s  fire  againd 
he  went  to  fchool ;  and  while  he 
related  them  with  a  glidening  eye, 
and  a  feeling  of  grateful  affeCtion, 
I  never  found  the  dory,  though 
often  toid,  a  tedious  one,  and  ufed 
to  feel  the  tie  that  bound  me  to  him 
flrengthened  by  the  narration.  This 
parent,  fo  tenderly  beloved,  was 
fpared  the  mifery  of  furviving  her 
fon,  and  breathed  her  lad  in  perfedt 
poffeffion  of  her  faculties,  and  in  all 
the  cheering  hopes  of  the  pious,  in 
May,  1805,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-two. 

Mr.  Northcote  has  alfo  men¬ 
tioned  Mr.  Opie’s  readiness  to 
forgive  injuries,  and  I  could 
bring  many  indances  to  confirm 
this  obfervation.  Such  indeed  was 
his  extreme  placability,  that  it  was 
fometimes  with  difficulty  he  could 
prevent  himfelf  from  (howing  he 
had  forgiven  an  offence,  even  be¬ 
fore  the  offender  could  exhibit  to¬ 
kens  of  contrition ;  and  his  anger 
had  always  fubfided  long  ere  that 
felf-refpeCt  which  every  one  ought 
to  preferve  allowed  him  to  prove 
by  his  condudf  that  it  had  done  fo. 

A  kind 
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A  kind  word,  and  an  afte&ionate 
fhake  by  the  hand,  had  always 
fuch  power  to  banilh  from  his 
mind  the  remembrance  of  a  wrong 
committed  againft  him,  that  I  have 
feen  him  by  fuch  means  fo  totally 
deprived  even  of  falutary  caution, 
as  to  be  willing  to  confide  again, 
where  he  knew  his  confidence 
had  been  un  worthily  betrayed.  Such 
a  power  of  forgiving  and  forgetting 
injuries  as  this,  is,  1  fear,  a  rare 
virtue,  though  forcibly  enjoined  by 
our  Saviour’s  precepts  and  exam¬ 
ple:  but  Mr.  Opie’s  entire  free¬ 
dom  from  vanity  of  any  kind  is 
a  ftill  rarer  quality.  He  was  fo 
flow  to  commend,  and  panegyric 
on  the  works  of  contemporary  ar- 
tifts  was  fo  fparingly  given  by 
him,  that  it  was  natural  for  fome 
perfons  to  fuppofe  him  aduated 
by  the  feelings  of  profeffional  jea- 
loufy  :  but  it  is  more  generous, 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  more 
just ,  to  think  this  fluggilhnefs  to 
praife  was  merely  the  refult  of  fuch 
a  high  idea  of  excellence  in  his  art, 
as  made  him  not  eafily  fatisfied 
with  efforts  to  obtain  it ;  and 
furely  he  who  v/as  never  led  by 
vanity  or  conceit,  to  be  contented 
with  his  own  works,  could  not  be 
expeded  to  fhow  great  indulgence 
to  the  works  of  others. 

During  the  nine  years  that  I 
was  his  wife,  I  never  faw  him  fa¬ 
tisfied  with  any  one  of  his  produc¬ 
tions,  and  often,  very  often  have  I 
feen  him  entering  my  fitting-room, 
and  throwing  himfelf  in  an  agony 
of  defpondence  on  the  fofa,  ex¬ 
claim,  <c  I  am  the  mo  ft  ftupid  of 
created  beings,  and  I  never,  ne¬ 
ver  fhall  be  a  painter  as  long  as  I 
live.” 

But  while  he  was  thus  painfully 
alive  to  his  own  deficiencies,  and 


to  thofe  of  others,  he  was  equally 
fenfible  of  the  excellencies  of  his 
rivals ;  and  it  was  from  him,  and 
his  nice  and  candid  difcrimination 
of  their  refpeddve  merits,  that  I 
learnt  to  appreciate  the  value  of  an 
exhibition.  He  ufed  to  ftudy  at 
Somerfet  Houfe,  when  the  pidures 
were  hung  up,  with  more  perfe« 
vering  attention  and  thirft  for  im¬ 
provement  than  was  ever  exhibited 
perhaps  by  the  loweft  ftudent  in  the 
fchools ;  and,  on  his  return,  I  never 
heard  him  expatiate  on  his  own 
excellencies,  but  forrowfully  dwell 
on  his  own  defeds,  while  he  often, 
exprefted  to  me  his  envy  of  certain 
powers  in  art  which  other  painters 
were  matters  of,  and  which  he 
feared  he  fhould  never  be  able  to 
obtain.  Sometimes  he  ufed  to  re¬ 
late  to  me  the  flattering  obferva- 
tions  made  to  him  on  his  own  pic¬ 
tures  ;  but  as  it  was  to  me  only, 
and  in  the  moft  fimple  and  carelefs 
manner  poflible,  I  felt  convinced 
that  he  did  fo  more  to  gratify  me 
than  himfelf. 

To  prove  how  completely  he 
was  above  that  littlenefs  of  mind 
which  leads  fome  men  to  be  jea¬ 
lous  even  of  being  fuppofed  under 
an  obligation  to  thofe  they  hold 
moft  dear,  I  fhall  venture  to  relate 
the  following  circumftance,  at  the 
rifk  of  expofing  myfelf  to  the  im¬ 
putation  of  vanity,  while  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prove  how  much  that 
weaknefs  was  unknown  to  Mr. 
Opie.  When  Mr.  Opie  became 
a  hufband,  he  found  it  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  procure  indul¬ 
gences  for  a  wife  whom  he  loved, 
to  make  himfelf  popular  as  a  por¬ 
trait. painter,  and  in  that  produc¬ 
tive  and  difficult  branch  of  the 
art,  female  portraiture.  He  there¬ 
fore  turned  his  attention  to  thofe 
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points,  which  he  had  before  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  neglecting  ; 
and  he  laboured  earned ly  to  cor¬ 
rect  certain  faults  in  his  portraits, 
which  he  had  been  femetimes  too 
negligent  to  amend.  Hence,  his 
pictures  in  general  foon  acquired  a 
degree  of  grace  and  foftnefs,  to 
which  they  had  of  late  years  been 
Grangers,  fn  confequence  of  this, 
an  academician,  highly  refpeCtable 
as  a  man  and  admirable  as  an  ar- 
cift,  came  up  to  him  at  the  fecond 
exhibition  after  we  married,  and 
complimented  him  on  one  of  his 
•female  portraits,  faying  :  i(  We 
never  faw  any  thing  like  this  in 
you  before,  Gpie— this  mult  be 
owing  to  your  wife.”  On  his  re¬ 
turn,  he  repeated  this  converfation 
to  me  ;  and  added  in  the  kindeft 
manner,  that  if  his  brother  artifts 
would  but  allow  that  he  did  im¬ 
prove,  he  was  very  willing  that 
they  Jhonld  attribute  the  improver 
■ment  to  his  wife* 

Once,  and  once  only,  did  I  fee 
his  firm  and  manly  mind  at  all 
overfet  by  public  applaufe  ;  and 
that  was  on  the  night  when  hefirft 
lectured  at  the  Academy.  His 
countenance,  when  I  met  him  on 
his  return,  told  me  of  his  fuccefs, 
before  1  heard  it  from  his  compa¬ 
nions,  Sir  F.  Bourgeois,  and  Sir 
W.  Beechey,  who  accompanied 
him  home,  and  who  feemed  to  en¬ 
joy  the  triumph  which  they  de¬ 
fer  ibed.  The  next  morning  he 
told  me  that  he  had  palled  a  very 
rdllefs  night  :  Ci  for,  indeed,” 
said  he,  41  I  was  fo  elated ,  that  I 
could  not  Beep.” 

It  was  this  freedom  from  vanity 
that  led  him  to  love  and  to  feek 
the  fociety  of  the  literary  and  the 
learned.  As  he  was  no  egotift, 
had  no  petty  wifh  to  be  the  firil 


man  in  company,  and  fought  fo~ 
ciety  not  in  order  to  fhine  it,  but 
to  be  -inftru&ed  and  amufed,  he 
feared  not  to  encounter  the 
proud  man’s  contumely,”  if  that 
proud  man  were  really  capable  of 
affording  him  amufement  and  in- 
fiirudtion.  He  had  *ic>t  received  a 
claflical  education  himfelf,  and  he 
was  therefore  defirous  of  profiting 
by  the  remarks  of  thofe  who  pof- 
felTed  that  advantage  ;  he  knew  he 
had  not  read  much,  he  was  there¬ 
fore  honourably  ambitious  to  affo- 
ciate  with  men  who  had  read  more: 
but  fuch  were  the  powers  of  his 
memory,  that  he  remembered  all 
he  had  read;  and  Milton,  Shak- 
fpea-re,  Dryden,  -Pope,  -Gray,  Cow- 
per,  Hudibras,  Burke,  and  Dr. 
Johnfon,  he  might,  to  ufe  a  fami¬ 
liar  exprefiion,  be  faid  to  know  by 
heart.  He  knew  that  he  had  no 
pretenfions  to  what  is  called  learn¬ 
ings — though  he  perfectly  under- 
flood  the  French  language,  and  was 
not  wholly  ignorant  either  of  Ita¬ 
lian  or  of  Latin  ; — but  his  felf-love 
never  fhrank  from  affociation  with 
learned  men.  The  epithet  of  pe¬ 
dant,  applied  to  a  fcholar,  had  no 
power  to  frighten  him  from  the  fo¬ 
ciety  of  fcholars ;  for  he  always 
fought  to  fee  men  and  things 
as  they  nuerei  not  as  they  were 
j. 'aid  to  be  ;  befides,  his  obfer- 
vation  had  told  him  that,  true 
as  the  fhadow  to  the  form,  fome 
lefiening  epithet  always  attaches 
itfelf  to  the  highly  gifred  of  both 
fexes,  whether  juilly  or  unjuftly, 
and  that  the  poffeffors  of  talents  are 
always  called  eccentric,  conceited, 
or  faiirical,  while  the  pofTeffors  of 
learning  are  prejudged  to  he  arro¬ 
gant,  pedantic,  and  overbearing. 

But  where  fuch  an  imputation 
was  well  founded*  it  was  of  no  im¬ 
portance 
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portance  to  Mr.  Opie ;  lie  was  con¬ 
scious  that  he  aimed  at  no  compe¬ 
tition  with  the  learned ;  while 
with  a  manly  ftmplicity,  which 
neither  feared  contempt  nor  court¬ 
ed  applaufe,  he  has  often,  even  in 
fuch  company,  made  obfervations, 
originating  in  the  native  treafures 
of  his  own  mind,,  which  learning 
could  not  teach,  and  which  learn¬ 
ing  alone  could  not  enable  its  pof- 
felTor  to  appreciate.  But,  while 
he  fought  and  valued  the  fociety  of 
a  Dr.  Parr,  he  fhrunk  with  min¬ 
gled  tafte  and  pride  from  that  of 
the  half-learned,-— men  whom  he 
denominated  word-catchers, — men, 
more  eager  and  more  able  to  deted 
a  fault  in  grammar,  than  to  admire 
the  original  thoughts  which  fuch 
defedive  language  exprefled.  He 
felt  that  amongft  perfons  of  that 
defcri prion  he  could  neither  be  un- 
derftood  nor  valued,  and  therefore 
he  was  at  once  too- proud  and  too 
humble  to  endeavour  to  pleafe 
them  :  while  he  mull  alfo  have  been 
confcious  that,  where  he  was  likely 
ro  be  judged  with  candour,  and 
genius  was  valued  before  learning., 
he  made  all  prejudice  againft  his 
want  of  birth,  of  a  claffical  educa¬ 
tion,  and  of  the  graces  of  manner, 
Vanilh  before  the  powers  of  his  in- 
teiled,  and  the  impreftive  force  of 
his  obfervations.  But  there  wa-s 
alfo  another  clafs  of  men  with  whom 
he  was  unwilling  to  converfe.  It 
has  been  oblerved  of  fome  one,  that 
he  was  fuch  an  enemy  to  prejudice, 
that  he  might  be  (aid  to  be  preju¬ 
diced  againft  prejudice  :  and  Mr. 
Opie  was  fo  certain  that  to  fome 
defcriptions  of  clever  men  he  could 
never  be  an  objed  of  intereft,  from 
his  want  of  external  polifh  and 
elaiiical  attainments,  that  I  have 
often  undergone  the  mortification 


of  ohferving  him  remain  ft  lent, 
while  flippancy  was  loquacious  j 
and  of  feeing  the  tinfel  of  well- 
fafhioned,  but  fuperficial,  fluency, 
obtain  that  notice  which  was  more 
juftly  due  to  the  fterling,  though 
in  the  opinion  of  fome,  perhaps, 
the  rugged  ore  of  his  converfatiom 
But  certain  it  is,  that  the  republic 
of  letters  and  of  arts  has  an  arifto- 
cratic  bias  ;  and  many  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  are  of  fuch  sybarite  habits, 
fuch  faftidious  delicacy,  and  have 
fueh  a  decided  preference  for  the 
rich,  the  polifhed,  and  the  high¬ 
born  members  of  its  body,  that  a 
man  of  plain,  fimpfe,  and  unobftru- 
five  manners,  depending  only  on 
his  charader  and  his  genius  for  re*» 
fped,  is  not  likely  to  be  much  the 
objed  of  their  notice. 

1  do  not  know  whether  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anecdote  be  a  proof  of  the 
prefence  of  pride  in  Mr.  Opie,  or 
the  abfence  of  vanity,— but  1  (hall 
relate  it  without,  further  comment : 
We  were  one  evening  in  a  com¬ 
pany  confiding  chiefly  of  men 
who  poflefled  rare  mental  endow¬ 
ments,  and- confide  rable  reputation, 
but  who  were  led  by  high  animal 
fpirits  and  a  confeioufnefs  of  power 
to  animadvert  on  their  abfent  ac¬ 
quaintance,  whether  i'ntelledual  or 
otherwife,  with  an  unfparing  and 
ingenious  feverity  which  I  have 
rarely  feen  equalled,  and  even  the 
learned,  the  witty,  and  the  agree¬ 
able,  were  fet  up  like  fo  many 
nine-pins  only  to  be  bowled  down 
again  immediately.  As  we  kept 
early  hours,  I  knew  that  we  fhouid 
probably  be  the  fir  ft  to  go  away  ; 
and  S  fat  in  dread  of  the  arrival  of 
twelve  o’clock.  At  length  it  came, 
and  I  received  the  ufual  fign  from 
Mr.  Opie  ;  but  to  go  and  leave 
ourfdvesat  the  mercy  of  thofe  who 
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remained,  was  a  trial  that  I  fhrank 
from  ;  and  in  a  whifper  I  commu¬ 
nicated  my  fears  to  my  hufband, 
and  my  wifh  to  remain  longer  in 
confequence  of  them.  An  angry 
look  and  a  deiire  expreffed  aloud 
that  I  fhould  get  ready  to  go,  was 
all  the  anfwer  that  I .  received  ; 
and  I  obeyed  him.  When  we  were 
in  the  ftreet,  he  said  :  “  I  never  in 
my  life  a&ed  from  a  motive  fo  un¬ 
worthy  as  that  of  fear ;  and  this  was 
a  fear  fo  contemptible,  that  I  fhould 
have  fcorned  to  have  a&ed  upon  it  j 
and  I  am  really  afhamed  of  you/’ 
No  wonder-— I  was  afhamed  of 
myfelf. 

That  a  feeling  fo  unworthy  as  a 
fear  of  this  nature  had  no  power  to 
influence  Mr.  Opie,  I  can  bring 
another  inftance  to  prove.  Some 
years  ago,  a  gentleman  called  on 
Mr.  Opie,  from  motives  of  friend- 
Ibip,  to  inform  him  that  a  perfon 
whofe  name  I  fhall  not  mention, 
the  editor  of  fome  magazine,,  now 
no  more  remembered,  was  go¬ 
ing  to  publifli  in  his  next  number 
a  very  fevere  abufive  memoir  of 
him,  and  hinted  that  it  might  be 
advifable  for  Mr.  Opie  to  take 
meafures  to  prevent  the  publica¬ 
tion,  fhowing  him  at  the  fame  time 
a  number  already  publilhed,  which 
contained  a  fimilar  memoir  of  an 
eminent  and  highly  refpe&ed  aftor, 
and  was  an  alarming  proof,  as  the 
gentleman  thought,  of  the  writer’s 
powers.  Mr.  Opie  perufed  the 
memoir,  and,  returning  it  to  his 
friend,  coolly  obferved,  that  if  that 
was  all  the  perfon  could  do,  he  was 
very  welcome  to  fay  any  thing  of 
him  that  he  chofe;  but  that  he 
never  had  condefcended,  nor  ever 
would  condefcend,  under  any  cir- 
cumftances  whatever,  to  put  a  flop, 
by  bribe  or  menace,  to  any  thing 


of  the  kind.  For  the  exaiSt  words 
which  he  ufed  on  this  occafion,  I 
will  not  anfwer  ;  but  1  am  fure 
that  fuch  was  the  femiment  which 
he  expfeflfed ;  and  I  fhall  here  take 
the  liberty  of  obferving  that  while 
he  fcorned,  by  bribe  or  menace,  to 
avert  printed  calumny  againft  him, 
he  alfo  fcorned  to  obtain,  by  bribe 
of  any  kind,  a  printed  eulogium. 
For  his  fame,  latterly  at  leaft,  he 
was  indebted  to  himfelf  alone:— by 
no  puffs,  no  paragraphs,  did  he  en- 
endeavour  to  obtain  public  notice  ; 
and  I  have  heard  him  with  virtu¬ 
ous  pride  declare,  that,  whether  his 
reputation  were  great  or  fmall,  it 
was  felf-derived,  and  he  was  in¬ 
debted  for  it  to  no  exertions  but 
thofe  of  his  own  induftry  and  ta¬ 
lents. 

Mr.  Opie  was  as  free  from  pre¬ 
judice  on  every  point,  as  he  was 
from  vanity  ;  I  mean  that  he  never 
efpoufed  an  opinion  without  well 
weighing  both  Tides  of  the  queftiony 
and  was  not  led  by  his  perfonal 
preferences  or  hatred  to  prejudge 
any  man,  any  meafures,  or  any 
works.  For  inftance  : — -When  Mr. 
Burke’s  fplendid  work  on  the 
French  Revolution  was  publiflied, 
he  read  it  with  delight,  and  im¬ 
bibed  moft  of  the  political  opinions 
of  its  author  :  but  as  foon  as  he 
heard  that  a  powerful  writer  had 
appeared  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  he  was  eager  to  read  what 
might  be  faid  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Burke,  truth  being  his  only  objefl 
on  all  occafions.  I  think  no 
ftronger  inftance  than  this  can  be 
given  of  the  love  of  fair  inquiry, 
which  was  a  leading  feature  in  Mr. 
Opie’s  mind  ;  becaufe,  when  that 
celebrated  book  appeared,  it  be¬ 
came  a  fort  of  religion,  and  thofe 
who  profeffed  its  do&rines  thought 

there 


CHARACTERS. 


there  was  no  political  falvation  for 
thofe  who  did  not.  And  Mr. 
Opie  had  caught  the  enthufiafm, 
had  imbibed  the  conv  idions  which 
that  eloquent  work  infpired  ;  ftill 
he  would  not  condemn  the  author 
of  the  Rights  of  Man  unread,  but 
felt  the  propriety  and  thejuftice  of 
judging  with  his  own  eyes  and  un, 
derftanding  before  he  paffed  a  defi¬ 
nitive  fentence.  Strange  is  it,  to 
the  eye  of  reafon,  that  conduct  like 
this,  apparently  fo  natural  and  fo 
eafy,  Ihould  make  part  of  a  man’s 
panegyric,  as  if  it  were  an  ad  of 
uncommon  virtue.;  yet  thofe  who 
have  at  all  accuftomed  themfelves 
to  ftudy  the  habits  and  motives  of 
mankind  in  general,  will  own  that 
the  above-mentioned  condud  was 
of  the  rarejl  kind ;  and  that  there 
are  fo  many  who  are  too  indolent, 
or  too  prejudiced,  to  read,  or  to 
inquire  on  certain  fubjeds  and 
concerning  certain  people,  that 
they  attribute  to  writers  and  to 
feds,  both  in  politics  and  religion, 
opinions  and  defigns  which  it  never 
entered  into  their  heads  to  con¬ 
ceive  of ;  and,  taught  by  preju¬ 
dice  and  averfion,  believe  that  on 
fome  points  ignorance  is  graceful, 
and  inveteracy  becoming.  Differ¬ 
ent  was  the  opinion,  and  different 
the  pradice,  of  Mr.  Opie.  He 
feemed  to  confider  a  prejudice  and 
an  enemy  as  the  fame  thing,  and 
to  think  it  as  defirable  to  get  rid 
of  the  one  as  to  fubdue  the  other. 
But  though  all  Mr.  Opie’s  opinions 
might  not  be  juft  opinions,  what¬ 
ever  they  were,  they  were  the  re- 
fult  of  toil  and  inveftigation.  He 
might,  like  others,  occafionally 
miftake  weeds  for  flowers;  and 
bring  them  home,  and  carefully 
preferve  them  as  fuch $  but  the 
weeds  were  gathered  by  his  own 
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hands,  and  he  had  at  leaft  by  his 
labour  deferved  that  they  fliouldbe 
valuable  acquifitions. 

On  no  fubjed  did  Mr.  Opie 
evince  more  generality,  and  libera¬ 
lity  of  mind,  than  in  his  opinions 
refpeding  women  of  talents,  efpe- 
ciaily  thofe  who  had  dared  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  powers  which  their  Ma¬ 
ker  had  beftowed  on  them,  and  to 
become  candidates  for  t’nepleafures, 
the  pangs,  the  rewards,  and  the 
penalties  of  authorfhip.  This  clafs 
of  women  never  had  a  more  zea¬ 
lous  defender  than  my  hufband 
againft  the  attacks  of  thofe  lefs  li¬ 
beral  than  himfelf.  He  did  not  lay 
it  down  as  a  pofitive  axiom,  that  a 
female  writer  miift  fail  in  every 
duty  that  is  moft  graceful  and  be¬ 
coming  in  woman,  and  be  an  often- 
five  companion,  a  negligent  wife, 
and  an  inattentive  mother.  Idle® 
nefs,  in  both  fexes,  was  the  fault 
that  he  was  moft  violent  againft  ; 
and  there  was  no  employment,  con- 
fiftent  with  delicacy  and  modefty, 
that  he  wifhed  a  woman  to  be  de¬ 
barred  from,  after  fhe  had  fulfilled 
the  regular  and  neceffary  duties  of 
her  fex  and  her  fituation  :  nor,  if 
authorftiip  did  not  lead  a  woman  to 
difregard  and  undervalue  the  ac« 
complifhments  and  manners  of  her 
own  fex,  or  to  be  forward  and  ob- 
trufive  in  company,  did  he  think  it 
juft  and  candid  to  affix  to  fuch  a 
woman,  the  degrading  epithets  of 
unfeminine,  or  mafculine. 

When  our  marriage  took  place, 
he  knew  that  my  moft  favourite 
amufement  was  writing;  and  h® 
always  encouraged,  inftead  of 
checking,  my  ambition  to  become 
an  acknowledged  author.  Our  only 
quarrel  on  the  fubjeft  was,  not  that 
I  wrote  fo  much,  but  that  I  did 
not  write  more  and  better  i  and  to  the 
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Lift  hour  of  my  exigence  I  fhall  de¬ 
plore  thofe  habits  of  indolence 

which  made  me  negletft  to  write,, 
while  it  was  in  my  power  to  profit 
bv  his  criticifms  and  advice  ;  and 
#hen  by  employing  myfelf  more 
regularly  in  that  manner,  I  fhould 
have  been  fure  to  receive  the 

proudeft  and  deareft  reward  of  wo¬ 
man,. — the  approbation  of  a  hufband 
at  once  the  objeft  of  her  refped  and 
of  her  love. 

But  had  Mr.  Opie  been  inclined 
to  that  mean  and  jealous  egotism 
which  lead's  fome  men  to  diflike 
even  good  fe'nfe  in  our  fex,  an 

averfion  originating  probably  in 

their  being  f elf -judged)  and  defirous 
of  fhnnking  from  a  competition  in 
■which  they  know  that  they  could 
not  be  victorious,  {till,  it  was  im. 
poffible  for  him  to  find  a  rival 
amongft  women  ;  for,  if  ever 
there  was  an  uhdefftanding  which 
deferved  in  all  refpeds  the  proud 
and  juft  diftinfHon  of  a  mascu¬ 
line:  underftanding,  it  was  that 
of  Mr.  Opie.  In  many  men, 
though  of  high  talents  and  excel¬ 
lent  genius,  there  are  to  be  feen 
<wcmanijh  weaknefles,  as  they  are 
called,  and  littlenelles,  the  refult 
of  vanity  and  egotifm,  that  debafe 
and  obfeure  the  manlinefs  of  their 
intelleff.  But  the  intellect  of  Mr. 
Opie  had  fuch  a  mafculine  vigour 
about  it,  that  it  never  yielded  for 
a  moment  to  the  pfefl'ure  of  a 
weaknefs  ;  but  kept  on  with  fuch 
a  firm,  untired,  undeviating  frep 
toward  the  goal  of  excellence, 
that  it  was  impoilihle  for  the  de¬ 
licate  feet  of  woman  to  overtake 
it  in  its  career. 

Of  Mr.  Opie’s  induftry  and  ex- 
ceffive  application  1  fhall  now  beg 
leave  to  fpeak. 

hi  one  refpeeft  he  had,  perhaps, 


an  advantage  over  moft  of  his 
competitors.  f<  Many  artifts,9* 
as  Mr.  Northcote  judiciously  ob- 
ferves,  “  may  be  faid  to  paint  to 
live  ;  but  he  lived  to  paint/’  To 
many,  painting  may  be  a  pleafure, 
and  is  a  profeftion  ;  but  in  him  it 
was  a  pajfion)  add  he  was  never 
happy  but  when  he  was  employed 
in  the  gratification  of  it.  When¬ 
ever  he  came  to  Norwich  while 
f  was  on  a  vifit  to  my  father,  I 
had  no  chance  of  detaining  him 
there  unlefs  he  found  bufinefs 
awaiting  him.  But  no  fociety, 
and  rib  iituation,  however  honour¬ 
able,  and  however  pleafant,  could 
long  keep  him  from  his  painting 
room.  In  the  autumn  of  i8o5 
we  were  flaying  at  Southill,  the 
feat  of  Mr.  Whitbread  ;  and 
never  did  I  fee  him  fo  happy, 
when  abfent  from  London,  as  he 
was  there ;  for  he  felt  towards 
his  hoft  and  hoftefs  every  fenti. 
ment  of  refpetft  and  admiration 
which  it  is  pleafant  to  feed,  and 
honourable  to  infprfe.  But’  though 
he  was  the  object  of  the  moft  kind 
and  flattering  attention,  he  fighed 
to  return  to  London  and  his  pur- 
fuits  :  and  when  he  had  been  at 
Southill  only  eight  days,  he  faid 
to  me,  on  my  expreffing  my  un- 
willingnefs  to  go  away,  “  Though 
I  fh all  be  even  anxious  to  come 
hither  again,  recollect  that  1  have 
been  idle  eight  daysd*  , 

But  his  art  was  not  only  his 
paffion,  it  was  alfo  his  pride  ;  and 
whatever  had  a  tendency  to  exalt 
painting  and  its  profeffors  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  was  a  fource  of 
gratification  to  him.  He  ufed 
often  to  expatiate  on  the  great 
claflical  attainments  of  Mr.  Fufeli, 
whofe  wit  he  admired,  and  whofe 
cbnvcrfation  he  delighted-  in  ;  but 
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I  "have  often  thought  that  one 
caufe  of  the  pleafure  which  he 
derived  from  mentioning  that  gen¬ 
tleman's  attainments  was,  his  con- 
viXion  that  the  learning  of  Mr. 
Fufeli  was  an  honour  to  his  prc- 
fieffion,  and  tended  to  exalt  it  in 
the  opinion  of  fociety.  I  faw  the 
fame  fort  of  exultation  in  him, 
when  Mr.  Hoppner  and  Mr.  Shee 
became  candidates  for  literary  re¬ 
putation  :  he  loved  to  fee  the  tie 
between  poetry  and  painting  drawn 
-clofer  and  clofer  (a  tie  which  he 
felt  to  exift,  though  it  was  not 
generally  allowed)  ;  and  I  well 
remember  that,  while  he  read  the 
well. told  tales  of  the  one,  and  the 
excellent  poem  of  the  other,  he 
feemed  to  feel  a  pride  in  them  as 
the  works  of  painters ,  and  to  re¬ 
joice  that  their  authors  united,  in 
their  own  perfons,  the  filler  and 
correfponding  arts. 

Bur  to  return  to  Mr.  Opie’s  in- 
dull  ry. 

It  was  not  only  from  inclina~ 
tion,  but  from  principle,  that  he 
was  indtiftrious  :  he  thought  it 
vicious  for  any  one  to  be  fatisfied 
in  art  with  aught  lefs  than  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  knew  that  excellence 
is  not  to  be  obtained  by  convul¬ 
sive  Harts  of  application,  but  by 
continued  and  daily  perfeverance  ; 
not  by  the  alternately  rapid  and 
faint  ftep  of  the  hare,  but  by  the 
flow  yet  fure  and  incelfant  pace  of 
the  tortoife.  He  required  not  the 
incitement  of  a  yearly  and  public 
competition  for  fame  to  make  him 
ftudious  and  laborious.  He  would 
have  toiled  as  much  had  there 
been  no  exhibition,  and  not  only 
during  the  few  months  or  weeks 
preceding  it  did  he  prepare  for 
chat  interelling  and  anxious  pe- 


[769 

riod,  but  the  whole  foregoing  year 
was  his  term  of  preparation. 

It  was  his  opinion,  that  no  one 
Ihould  either  paint  or  write  with  a 
view  merely  to  prefent  bread  or 
prefent  reputation,  nor  be  con¬ 
tented  to  fhine,  like  a  beauty  or 
a  falhion,  the  idol  only  of  the  pall¬ 
ing  hour  ;  he  felt  it  right  for 
painters  and  authors  to  experience 
the  honourable  ambition  and  ftimu* 
lating  defire  to  live 

u  In  fong  of  diftant  days  p* 

his  time,  therefore,  his  labour, 
and  his  lludy,  were  the  coin  with 
which  he  proudly  tried  to  purchale 
immortality  :  nor  did  he  ever 
walle  the  precious  hours  of  day- 
light  in  any  purfuits  or  engage¬ 
ments  which  had  not  forne  con¬ 
nexion  with  his  art  or  his  pro- 
feffional  interells.  No  wonder, 
then,  that  every  fucceflive  year 
faw  him  improved  in  fome  branch 
of  his  profeflion  ;  no  wonder  that 
one  of  our  firft  painters  Ihould 
have  faid  of  him,  tf  Others  get 
forward  by  Heps,  but  that  man  by 
ft  rides** 

He  was  always  in  his  painting- 
room  by  half-pall  eight  in  winter, 
and  by  eight  o’clock  in  fummer  ; 
and  there  he  generally  remained, 
clofely  engaged  in  painting,  till 
half- pall  four  in  winter,  and  till 
five  in  fummer.  Nor  did  he  ever 
allow  himfelf  to  be  idle  even  when 
he  had  no  piXures  befpoken  :  and 
as  he  never  let  his  execution  ruft 
for  want  of  praXice,  he,  in  that 
cafe,  either  fketched  out  defigns 
for  hillorical  or  fancy  piXures, 
or  endeavoured,  by  working  on 
an  unfinilhed  piXure  of  me,  to  im¬ 
prove  himfelf,  by  incelfant  prac¬ 
tice,  in  that  difficult  branch  of 
ries.  [3  C]  his 
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his  art,  female  portraiture.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  he  fufFer  his  exertions  to 
be  paralyzed  by  negled  the  moft 
unexpected,  and  difappointment  the 
moft  undeferved.  Though  he  had 
a  pidure  in  the  exhibition  of 
1801,  which  was  univerfally  ad¬ 
mired,  and  purchafed  as  foon  as  it 
was  beheld,  he  faw  himfelf,  at 
the  end  of  that  year,  and  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  next,  almoft  wholly 
without  employment  ;  and  even 
my  fanguine  temper  yielded  to  the 
trial,  i  began  to  fear  that,  fmall 
as  our  expenditure  was,  it  muft 
become  ft  ill  fmaller.  Not  that  1 
allowed  myfelf  to  own  that  I  de- 
fponded  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  was 
forced  to  talk  to  him  of  hopes, 
and  to  bid  him  look  forward  to 
brighter  profpefts,  as  his  temper, 
naturally  defponding,  required  all 
the  fupport  poflible.  But  gloomy 
and  painful  indeed  were  thofe 
three  alarming  months  ;  and  I 
confider  them  as  the  fevereft  trial 
that  I  experienced  during  my  mar¬ 
ried  life.  However,  as  I  before 
obferved,  even  defpondence  did 
not  make  him  indolent ;  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  paint  regularly  as  ufual, 
and  no  doubt  by  that  means  in- 
creafed  his  ability  to  do  juftice 
to  the  torrent  of  bufinefs  which 
foon  after  fet  in  towards  him,  and 
never  ceafed  to  flow  till  the  day  of 
his  death. 

It  is  probable  that  many  young 
artifts,  men  whofe  habits  and  whofe 
ftyle  are  yet  to  form,  will  eagerly 
feek  out  opportunities  to  ftudy  the 
piftures  of  Mr.  Gpie,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  make  his  excellencies  their 
own  ;  but  let  them  not  overlook 
the  legacy,  the  more  valuable  le¬ 
gacy,  which  he  has  bequeathed  to 
ftudents,  and  even  proficients  in 
art,  in  the  powerful  example  of  his 


life.  Such,  it  appears,  was  his 
application,  that  it  would  have  in- 
fured  ability  and  renown,  even  had 
his  powers  been  of  a  lefs  fuperior 
kind  ;  and  fuch  were  his  economy 
and  felf-denial,  that  they  would 
have  fecured  independence  even 
where  the  means  of  obtaining  it 
were  {lender  and  uncertain.  For 
the  gratifications  of  vanity,  and 
for  the  pomps  of  life,  Mr.  Opie 
had  no  inclination ;  therefore  he 
could  not  be  faid  to  have  merit  in 
not  trying  to  indulge  in  them. — 
But  though  his  takes  were  Ample, 
and  he  loved  what  may  be  deno¬ 
minated  the  cheap  pleafures  of 
exiftence,  reading,  converfation, 
and  an  evening  walk,  either  for  the 
fake  of  exercife,  or  for  the  ftudy  of 
pifturefque  effeft,  kill  there  were 
pleafures  of  a  more  expeniive  fort, 
for  which  he  earneftly  longed,  but 
in  which  his  well-principled  eco¬ 
nomy  forbade,  him  to  indulge;  I 
mean  the  purchafe  of  pictures  and 
of  books.  But  till  he  had  acquired 
a  certain  always  the  objedl  of 
his  induftry— a  fum  that  would,  he 
trufted,  make  him  independent  of 
the  world,  he  was  refolved  to  deny 
himfelf  every  indulgence  that  was 
not  abfolutcly  neceflary ;  for  he 
fhrunk  with  horror  from  the  idea 
of  incurring  debts  or  pecuniary 
obligation  ;  and  as  he  never  fquan- 
dered  any  thing  on  unneceflary 
wants,  he  was  always  able  to  dif- 
charge  every  debt  as  it  was  inc«  r- 
red,  whether  of  the  day  or  of  tat 
week,  and  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  moment,  not  only  for  him¬ 
felf,  but  fometimes  for  others  lefs 
provident,  lefs  felf-denying,  and 
lefs  fortunate  than  he  was. 

He  was  temperate  in  moft  of  his 
habits.  Dinner  parties,  if  they 
confifted  of  perfons  whofe  fociety 
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he  valued,  he  was  always  willing 
to  join.  Still,  his  habits  and  his 
tafte  were  fo  domeftic  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  that  he,  on  the  whole,  pre¬ 
ferred  pafling  his  evenings  at  home, 
to  joining  any  fociety  abroad  ;  and 
he  employed  his  hours  from  tea  to 
bed-time  either  in  reading  books 
of  inftrudtion  or  amufement,  in 
ftudying  prints  from  the  bell  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  mailers,  or  in 
Iketching  defigns  for  pictures  of 
various  defcriptions.  Not  unfre- 
quently  did  he  allow  himfelf  the 
relaxation  of  reading  a  novel,  even 
if  it  were  not  of  the  firft  clafs  :  for 
he  was  above  the  petty  yet  com¬ 
mon  affedlation  of  conlidering  that 
fort  of  reading  as  beneath  any  per- 
fons  but  fools  and  women.  And 
if  his  fondnefs  for  works  of  that 
kind  was  a  weaknefs,  it  was  one 
which  he  had  in  common  with 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Porfon.  But 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  I  could 
on  any  occalion  prevail  upon  him 
to  accompany  me  either  to  public 
places,  or  into  private  parties  of  a 
mixed  and  numerous  kind ;  yet 
when  at  the  theatre  he  was  inte- 
refted  and  amufed,  and  Hill  more 
fo  at  the  opera,  as  he  delighted  in 
Italian  mulic  and  Italian  linging  ; 
and  fuch  was  the  quicknefs  of  his 
ear,  and  fo  excellent  was  his  mufi- 
cal  memory,  that  in  common  he 
accurately  remembered  a  tune  that 
pleafed  him,  on  only  once  hearing 
it.  —  He  played  the  flute  pleafmgly  ; 
and  though  he  had  not  the  fmallell 
pretehlion  to  voice,  he  fung  comic 
fongs  to  me  occalionally  ;  and  re¬ 
peated  comic  verfes  with  fuch  hu¬ 
morous  and  apt  expreffion,  that  I 
have  often  told  him,  I  was  con¬ 
vinced,  had  a  troop  of  comedians 
vifited  his  native  place  before  he 
conceived  his  decided  predile&ion 
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for  painting,  that  he  would  have 
been  an  aclor  inftead  of  a  painter  ; 
and  probably  would  in  time  have 
been,  in  fome  kinds  of  comedy,  at 
the  head  of  his  profeffion.  He  had 
alfo  no  inconliderabie  power  of 
mimickry  ;  but  as  in  the  rainbow 
all  the  colours  of  the  prifm  are 
aflembled  at  once,  though  the 
brightell  and  deepell  only  are  dif- 
tin&ly  vifible ;  fo,  where  there  is 
one  dillinguifhed  and  fuperior  ta¬ 
lent,  the  perfon  thus  gifted  unites 
and  poflefles  ufually  all  the  reft, 
though  in  an  inferior  degree. 

But  to  go  back  to  his  economy 
and  felf-denial. — They  were  often 
fuch  as  to  make  me  ralhly  imagine 
them  to  be  wholly  unneceflary  ; 
ft  ill,  I  refpetfted  fo  highly  his  mo¬ 
tives  for  the  privations  to  which  he 
fubjedled  both  me  and  himfelf, 
that  for  the  moll  part  I  fubmitted 
to  them  cheerfully,  looking  for¬ 
ward  with  a  hope  (which  was  not 
difappointed)  that  the  time  would 
come  when  our  circumftances 
would  allow  us  to  have  more  of  the 
comforts  and  elegancies  of  life,  and 
to  receive  our  friends  in  a  manner 
more  fuited  to  the  efteem  which 
we  entertained  for  them.  The 
time  did  come  ;  but,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  it  came  too  late.  Mr.  Opie 
was  confcious  that  he  had  nearly 
realized  the  fum  fo  long  deflred. 
I  was  allowed  to  make  the  long- 
projeHed  alterations  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  my  own  apartments,  and 
he  had  refolved  to  indulge  himfelf, 
as  he  called  it,  in  the  luxury  of 
keeping  a  horfe.  You  may  re¬ 
member,  my  dear  Sir,  that  when 
he  had  given  over  ledluring  for  the 
feafon,  and  you  were  requefting 
him  to  write  a  paper  for  the  Artift 
againft  a  given  time,  he  replied 
that  he  was  tired  of  writing,  that 
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he  would  he  a  gentleman  during  the 
fpring  months,  keep  a  horfe,  and 
ride  out  every  evening.  The  next 
time  you  faw  him,  he  was  on  a 
fick  couch,  and  the  object  of  affec¬ 
tionate  folicitude  to  all  who  fur- 
rounded  him  !  He  lived  not  to 
enjoy  the  independence  which  he 
had  fo  virtuoufly  toiled  to  obtain  ; 
but  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of 
every  poffeflion  and  expectation, 
and  in  that  year  both  of  his  mar¬ 
ried  life  and  mine,  which  I  can 
with  truth  aver  was  the  moft  prof- 
perous  and  the  moft  happy. 


Character  of  James  Barry,  Efq. 

By  the  Editor  of  his  Works.  Front 

the  Works  of  J .  Barry ,  Efq. 

The  moft  prominent  feature  in 
the  character  of  Mr.  Barry,  was 
the  fine  enthuftafm  he  poffefted 
after  art,  and  for  the  acquifition 
of  all  knowledge,  which  referred 
immediately  or  remotely  to  it. 
If  he  gazed  at  and  admired  the 
fublime  face  of  creation  in  ho¬ 
mage  to  the  Creator,  the  eye  of 
devotion  was  always  the  pain¬ 
ter's  eye,  which  never  glanced 
lightly  over  thofe  parts  which 
he  thought  fubfervient  to  the 
pencil.  The  effulgence  of  the 
riling,  or  the  glare  of  the  fetting 
fun,  with  the  bold  maffes  of  gold- 
fkirted  clouds  in  an  evening  fky, 
fired  him  with  ungovernable  rap¬ 
ture,  but  with  the  keeneft  am¬ 
bition  too,  to  fteal  the  pheno¬ 
mena,  Prometheus-like,  *  for  the 
purpofes  of  his  art  :  rocks,  moun¬ 
tains,  and  objeCts  of  ftupendous 
mafs  of  every  kind,  roufed  him  in 
like  manner,  but  only  in  fubfer- 
vicncy  to  his  graphic  defigns. 


Few  things,  even  in  the  fubordi 
nate  fcale  of  nature,  efcaped  him 
which  had  a  tendency  this  way* 
though  his  mind  naturally  ran 
after  the  fublime. 

But  thefe  natural  objeCts  be¬ 
longed  only  to  a  province  in  the 
domain  of  his  ftudy.  His  chief 
bufinefs  was  with  wen,  and  the 
affairs  of  men  ;  with  their  actions, 
pafiions,  and  characters — here  his 
obfervations  and  ftudies  tended 
alfo  to  a  point,  the  perfection  of 
his  art,  as  far  as  it  embraced  the 
high  ftyle  of  hiftorical  painting. 

We  have  feen  that  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life,  his  ftudies  were 
ardent  ;  in  the  decline  of  life  they 
were  equally  unwearied,  and  on  his 
death-bed  his  only  complaint  was, 
that  his  phyficians  kept  him  from 
books,  and  that  he  was  lofmg 
time.  Through  a  long  courfe  of 
years,  with  this  unremitting  ap¬ 
plication,  and  a  powerful  memory, 
his  erudition  became  confiderable, 
and  extraordinary  for  an  artift. 
His  knowledge  of  the  dead  lan¬ 
guages,  indeed,  was  very  fcanty  ; 
of  the  Greek  amounting  almoft  to 
nothing,  of  the  Latin  not  furnifh- 
ing  him  with  more  means  than 
juft  divining  the  fenfe  of  a  paf- 
fage,  and  that  not  always  without 
the  help  of  a  dictionary- — his  pre- 
tenfions  went  no  further  :  yet  with 
all  this  defeCt  of  claffical  prepara¬ 
tion,  no  man  was  better  read 
in  and  informed  of  the  learning 
which  the  ancients  have  left  us 
than  lie.  Whatever  had  a  re¬ 
ference  direCtly  or  indirectly  to 
the  fine  arts,  in  their  writings,  he 
had  ftudied  by  the  help  of  tran- 
ftations,  with  a  patience  and  per- 
feverance  peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and 
had  treafured  it  fo  firmly  in  his 
mind,  as  to  make  it  almoft  his 
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own.  Few  men,  therefore,  could 
draw  more  readily  for  any  fadl  or 
occurrence  in  ancient  hiftory  than 
himfelf ;  and  his  memory  teemed 
fo  ftrongly  with  the  moll  impor¬ 
tant  ones,  as  handed  down  to  us  by 
the  facred  and  profane  writers, 
that  his  relation  of  them  had  the 
allurement  of  graphical  reprefcnta- 
tion — he  painted  while  he  related. 
But  civil  hiftory,  as  well  as  poe¬ 
try,  bore  but  a  fmall  fhare  in  the 
fpherc  of  his  learning ;  he  was 
well  read,  and  not  many  ecclefiaf. 
tics  better,  in  church  hiftory.  He 
was  led  to  this  moft  probably  by 
the  many  fubje&s  of  a  religious 
nature,  which  painting  and  fculp- 
ture  had  embellifhed  in  Italy  :  all 
which  fubje&s  he  had  ftudied  in 
the  writers  themfelves,  to  form 
his  judgment  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  pencil  which  had  delineated 
them. 

Every  man,  who  is  the  mafter 
of  his  own  education,  and  whofe 
ftudies  are  defultory,  like  the 
traveller  without  a  guide  over  an 
unknown  region,  will  have  to 
diverge  in  a  variety  of  directions, 
and  to  pafs  and  repafs  often  the 
fame  ground  ;  but  if  his  ardour 
and  perfeverance  enable  him  to 
accomplifh  his  journey,  he  is  fure 
to  fee  more  and  fee  better,  than 
the  man  who  goes  ftraight  by  a 
beaten  track.  The  ftudies  of 
Barry  were  of  this  nature  :  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  had  ever  read 
through  the  Bible,  or  the  writings 
of  the  fathers,  in  any  feries  of 
ftudy,  much  lefs  the  controversial 
writers.  Yet  he  had  gleaned  vo. 
luminoully  from  them  all,  and  was 
not  only  well  acquainted  with 
their  lives  and  characters,  but 
would  occafionally  fet  his  broad 
fails  into  the  fubjefts  on  which 
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they  had  treated,  and  weather  the 
contentious  and  endlefs  fea,  if  not 
to  the  fatisfa&ion,  at  leaft  to  the 
admiration  of  thofe  around  him. 

There  were  certain  of  thefe 
writers,  whom  he  had  pinned  his 
love  and  homage  on,  and  whom  he 
always  emphatically  called  his  he¬ 
roes — Pafcal,  Antony,  Arnauld, 
Nicole,  Boffuet,  Fenelon  ;  and  fo 
completely  did  his  veneration  for 
them  carry  him  away,  that  he 
hated  their  enemies  as  if  they  had 
been  his  own  ;  and  he  not  only 
imbibed,  as  far  as  he  could,  their 
learning  from  their  writings,  but 
he  caught  and  pra&ifed  upon  their 
love  of  virtue,  their  vindication 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  their 
fortitude  under  perfecution,  their 
fyftem  of  abftinence  and  felf-de- 
nial.  He  compounded  himfelf,  if 
it  may  be  fo  laid,  of  fuch  men, 
taking  from  each  that  excellence 
which  he  had  admired  in  him. 
Of  the  two  laft,  the  one  roufed 
his  congenial  energy  with  his 
grand  and  powerful  ftyle ;  the 
other  delighted  him  with  his  beau¬ 
tiful,  mild,  and  truly  claftlcai 
imagery.  With  fuch  guides  in 
religion,  it  was  not  eafy,  perhaps, 
for  a  Catholic  to  go  wrong  ;  and 
in  morality,  not  eafy  for  any  man. 

The  religious  fubj-e&s  of  the 
Italian  paintings  had  conduced 
him  to  the  ftudy  of  theology  and 
religion.  He  was  led  into  my¬ 
thology  by  the  magic  of  Grecian 
fculpture.  The  tenor  of  his  mind, 
early  impreffed  with  a  love  and 
admiration  of  the  beautiful  and 
grand,  naturally  induced  him  to 
value  the  charafter  of  the  ancient 
Greeks  ;  but  when  the  power  of 
the  Grecian  chifel  burft  upon  his 
eye  in  Italy,  his  enthufiafm  as  an 
artift  was  wrought  up  to  its 
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higheft  pitch.  Grace,  beauty, 
grandeur,  force  of  exprefiion  in 
character,  combined  with  unfullied 
corre&nefs,  never  raifed  fuperior 
fervour  in  any  poet’s  or  painter’s 
mind  ;  and  on  thefe  qualities,  as 
exhibited  in  the  fculpture  of  the 
Greeks,  was  he  to  fix  his  lever, 
by  which  he  was  to  move  and 
raife  the  admiration  of  others  in 
his  own  productions.  He  has  been 
heard  to  remark,  that  he  had  feen 
nothing,  and  felt  tamely  for  art, 
till  that  fculpture  had  caught  his 
correct  eye,  and  fired  his  poetic 
mind. 

No  veftige  of  this  ancient  art 
was  indifferent  to  him  ;  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  the  fubject  of  it  be¬ 
came  a  fource  of  ftudy,  and  the 
artift  and  fcholar  went  hand  in 
hand  with  equal  zeal  and  a  ba¬ 
lanced  profit. 

Thus,  by  degrees,  did  mytho¬ 
logical  learning  ground  itfelf  in  his 
mind,  fo  that  there  was  fcarcely 
an  author  which  he  had  not  read  j 
and  he  carried  into  thefe  fubjects 
fuch  a  judgment  and  tafte  as  qua¬ 
lified  him  for  an  able  critic  of 
thofe  matters.  Superadded  to 
this,  he  had  a  particular  aptitude 
of  mind  for  difcovering  the  mean¬ 
ings,  which  often  lurked  under 
mythological  emblems.  He  was 
impreffed  with  high  notions  of  the 
gravity  of  the  ancients,  and  could 
not  be  perfuaded  that  any  thing 
which  came  from  their  hands,  was 
without  fome  meaning  of  an  ethi¬ 
cal  or  phyfical  tendency.  There 
was  a  philofophy,  therefore,  even 
in  their  wildeft  productions  of 
imagination  ;  and  their  mytholo¬ 
gical  tales,  extravagant  and  even 
ridiculous  as  fome  of  them  appear 
to  us,  contained  fome  ufeful  leffon, 
or  concealed  truth,  and  were  not 


unworthy  of  the  patient  inveftiga- 
tion  of  artifts  and  philofophers. 
Lord  Bacon  was  of  this  opinion 
alfo,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  ad¬ 
mirable  treatife  he  has  left  us,  De 
Saptentia  Veterum . 

With  refpect  to  this  mythology, 
as  it  defcended  from  the  earlieft 
times,  his  difcrimination  in  the  fine 
arts  enabled  him  to  obferve  vef- 
tiges,  in  fome  of  them,  of  an  an¬ 
tiquity  fo  remote  as  to  foar  above 
hiftory,  or  any  written  record  ; 
and  as  the  learned  and  elegant  M. 
Bailly  traced  the  relics  of  a  per¬ 
fect  aftronomy  to  a  remote  but  un¬ 
known  people,  fo  would  Barry 
(Lengthen  the  fame  reafoning  by 
a  multitude  of  obfervations  re¬ 
lating  to  veftiges  in  the  fine  arts, 
wliich  could  not  be  traced  to  any 
ancient  nation  on  record,  fiich  as 
the  Afiyrians,  Babylonians,  or 
Egyptians,  and  therefore  belonged 
to  fome  people  long  anterior  to 
them.  He  had  not  the  leaft  doubt 
of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  an  ancient 
unrecorded  nation,  from,  ift,  The 
fragments  of  an  aftronomical 
fcience,  as  proved  fo  ably  by 
Bailly.  2d,  From  the  remnants 
of  a  mythology  diffufed  fo  uni- 
verfally  among  fucceeding  ancient 
nations.  And  3d,  The  fcattered 
remains  of  an  art  much  fuperior  to 
what  fucceeding  nations  poffeifed 
for  ages  afterwards.  As  to  where 
this  nation  had  exifted,  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  with  Count 
Carli,  and,  according  to  the  tra¬ 
dition  preferved  by  Plato,  that  it 
was  near  the  coaft  of  Africa,  on 
fome  ifland  in  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  not,  as  M.  Bailly  had  con- 
je&ured,  and  endeavoured  to 
prove,  on  the  Afiatic  continent, 
between  latitude  45  and  50.  He 
agreed  with  Carli  in  the  proofs  of 
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tliis  great,  but  loft  iftand,  from  its 
abundant  remains  in  the  fcattered 
iftes  of  the  Canaries,  Cape  Verd, 
and  others  ;  but  more  than  all,  in 
certain  traces  of  ftmilarity  of 
buildings,  cuftoms,  religious  rites, 
and  names,  among  the  Peruvians, 
Mexicans,  even  the  South-Sea 
iftanders,  and  the  ancient  nations 
of  the  African  and  Aftatic  conti¬ 
nents. 

It  was  with  views  towards  re- 
fearches  of  this  kind,  or  to  expli¬ 
cations  relating  to  hiftory  or  my¬ 
thology,  that  he  honoured  the  la¬ 
bours  of  antiquaries,  giving  them 
in  other  refpeCts  very  little  credit 
for  hoarding  and  collecting,  and 
ftili  lefs  for  a  dinning  to  themfelves 
the  right  of  deciding  dogmatically 
on  matters  of  tafte  ^  which  fo  often 
lay  out  of  their  acquirements,  and 
properly  belonged  to  other  men, 
better  prepared  (as  he  thought)  to 
decide  —the  artifts.  We  believe 
that  he  took  an  early  diflike  to 
antiquarians,  and  mere  collectors, 
from  the  confequence  he  obferved 
feme  of  them  a  {fumed  at  the  time 
he  ftudied  at  Rome,  and  the  mif- 
chief  he  fuppofed  they  did  to  mo¬ 
dern  art  and  artifts,  by  dragging 
the  public  attention  to  the  crudi¬ 
ties  they  collected,  and  thereby 
diverting  it  from  foftering  and 
encouraging  modern  works  of  me¬ 
rit.  He  had  many  complaints  of 
this  nature  to  make,  and  fome  of 
them,  perhaps,  well  founded, 
which  are  detailed  in  his  letter 
to  the  Dilettante,  and  which  it  is 
pleafant  to  fee,  have  ferved  as  a 
kind  of  text  to  the  vigorous  and 
fpirited,  as  well  as  highly  poetical 
work  of  Mr.  Shee,  Rhymes  on  Art . 
But  fuch  complaints  are  neither 
novel  nor  uncommon ;  Michael 
Angelo  was  as  much  annoyed  by 


antiquarian  mania  as  Mr.  Barry, 
and  had  no  way  of  punilhing  the 
injuftice  of  fuch  men,  but  at  the 
expence  of  any  claims  they-might 
have  to  judgment  or  tafte. 

But  we  repeat  again,  that  Mr. 
Barry  honoured  the  refearches  af¬ 
ter  antiquities,  and  thought  them 
ufeful  where  they  tended  to  ex¬ 
plain  or  illuftrate  ancient  art  or 
fcience.  His  ftrong  mind,'  in 
every  thing,  confidered  the  objeCt 
and  the  motive.  He  could,  there¬ 
fore,  diftinguilh  between  the  folid 
labours  of  a  D'Ancarville,  and  the 
mercenary  reftleffnefs  of  a  Jen¬ 
kins  ;  between  the  ufeful  invefti- 
gator  and  expounder  of  antiques, 
and  the  vain  collector.  If  he 
judged  of  men  in  this  refpeCt,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  value,  fo  he 
judged  of  things,  and  blamed  the 
attention,  time,  and  praife,  fo 
often  bellowed  on  objects  un¬ 
worthy  of  regard  :  whofe  only 
merit  was  their  antiquity  %  of  no 
value  in  their  own  time,  of  no  ufe 
in  this,  the  refufe  of  mean  art. 
But  of  thofe  choice  fpecimens, 
which  difplayed  tfye  beginning, 
progrefs,  and  perfection  of  art,  or 
which  threw  a  light  on  any  faCts, 
cuftoms,  or  ufages  of  ancient  time  ; 
which  embellilhed  mythology,  il- 
luft rated  hiftory,  or  fixed  chrono¬ 
logy,  no  man  was  more  an  enthu- 
fiaft,  or  ftamped  a  value  more  be¬ 
coming  the  objects  than  himfelf. 

For  the  ufe  which  the  ft udy  and 
refearches  of  coins  convey,  he  was 
a  great  friend  to  numifmatic  learn¬ 
ing,  and  without  pretending  tb 
much  knowledge  this  way,  yet  he 
pofiefled  that  acumen  of  tafte  and 
fcience  in  the  defigns  which  coins 
difplay,  that  his  obfervations  were 
generally  novel  and  valuable.  He 
had  a  greater  refpeCt  for  collectors 
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of  this  kind  than  for  any  others, 
finding  them  more  ufeful,  and  lefs 
arrogant  or  interfering,  to  deprefs 
art  of  modern  time. 

From  the  admiration  which  he 
entertained  of  many  of  the  ancienc 
coins,  of  the  medals  of  Pifano, 
Hamerani,  and  others  ft  ruck  in 
more  modern  periods,  for  boldnefs 
of  defign  and  vigour  of  execution, 
he  was  naturally  led  to  contrail 
them  with  and  lament  the  meager- 
nefs  of  art  exhibited  in  the  coins 
of  this  country..  An  application 
which  the  lords  of  the  council  had 
made  to  the  royal  academy  for 
improvements  in  the  coinage,  fixed 
his  attention  more  pointedly  to 
the  fubjeCt  ;  and  as  the  academi¬ 
cians  could  not  agree  among 
themfelves  on  the  fuggeffions  they 
were  to  offer,  nor  he  with  any  of 
them,  he  drew  up  a  letter  to  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  on  this  im¬ 
portant,  fubjedl,  in  which  he  (truck 
out  fome  bold  and  ufeful  obfer- 
vations  on  the  improvements  of 
the  national  coin  ;  recommending 
a  deep  relief  of  figure  filling  the 
whole  fpace  of  the  coin,  and  funk 
in  a  cavo  bed.  A  mode,  cer¬ 
tainly,  of  improvement,  and  with 
the  two-fold  utility  of  effect  and 
prefervation.  A  coinage  of  cop¬ 
per  which  foon  followed  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  this  letter,  embraced 
in  part  Mr.  Barry's  object,  but  not 
to  the  extent  in  fize,  or  execution 
of  the  defign,  which  he  wifhed 
for.  To  preferve  his  claim  to 
thefe  fuggefted  improvements,  he 
was  not  content  with  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  above-mentioned  let¬ 
ter,  but  he  painted  into  one  of 
his  pictures  at  the  fociety  of  arts, 
an  imaginary  coin  or  medal  of 
Alfred,  and  has  treated  the  fame 
fubjeCt  in  a  preface  to  one  of  the 


volumes  of  the  tranfaftion-s  of 
that  fociety  ;  where,  with  really 
Grecian  tafte,  he  recommends 
typifying  the  common  coin  of  the 
three  kingdoms  with  the  rofe, 
thiftle,  and  fhamrock,  intertwined 
round  the  border  or  rim  of  the 
coin.  It  is  in  the  fame  preface, 
where  he  fuggefb  a  defign  for  a 
new  medal  of  that  fociety,  fimple 
and  grand,  and  explanatory  at  a 
glance,  by  the  combined  heads  ot 
Minerva  and  Mercury,  of  the  pur- 
pofes  of  that  ufeful  inftitution. 
Round  the  rim  in  the  defign  which 
he  drew  of  this  medal,,  he  has,  car¬ 
ried  the  fame  wreath,  which  if 
executed  with  the  bold  relief  be 
intended,  would  not  only  be  orna¬ 
mental,  but  complimentary  to  the. 
three  kingdoms,,  as  well  as  a  pre- 
fervative  of  the  main  defign  it  en¬ 
circles. 

So  eafy  could  his  mind  defeend 
to  thefe  fmalier  branches  of  art  ; 
but  his  love  of  the  grafid  tended 
to  the  nobler  fubje&s  of  defign. 
And  there  is  no  doubt  that,  if  he 
had  been  employed  upon  thofe 
for  fculpture  or  architecture,  his 
ideas  in  both  thefe  branches  would 
have  been  Michel-angelefque.  On 
the  fcience  of  architecture  be  had 
fpent  a  great  deal  of  ftudy,  from 
a  defire  he  had  entertained  of 
bringing  a  brother  forward  in 
this  line,  but  whofe  early  death 
diifipated  his  views-  He  was, 
therefore,  competent  to  (peak  on 
the  belt  fpecimens  of  ancient  and 
modern  architecture,  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  ftyles,  and  his  critiques 
generally  abounded  with  thofe 
mafterly  ftrokes  of  a  fertile  and 
bold  genius,  as  to  fix  always  at¬ 
tention,  and  fometimes  admira¬ 
tion. 

But  whatever  his  fkill  in  the 
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different  branches  of  the  fine  arts, 
or  his  general  learning  might  be, 
pofterity  will  be  engaged  upon 
him  chiefly  as  a  painter;  let  us, 
therefore,  examine  what  rank  he 
is  entitled  to  in  this  line. 

There  is  an  expreflion  of  his 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Burke, 
which  will  give  us  a  clue  to  as¬ 
certain  the  principal  objed  he  had 
always  in  view,  and  which,  if  he 
accompliihed,  will  entitle  him  to 
rank  as  a  mafter  in  this  nobleft 
branch  of  art.  <s  I  And,”  fays 
he,  *(  Titian  is  the  only  modern 
who  fills  up  an  idea  of  perfedion 
in  any  one  part  of  the  art,  There 
is  no  example  of  any  thing  that 
goes  beyond  his  colouring,  where¬ 
as  the  parts  of  the  art  in  which 
Michael  Angelo  and  Raffael  ex¬ 
celled,  are  almoft  annihilated  by 
the  fuperiority  of  the  antiques.’* 
In  other  words,  that  there  was 
fomething  wanting  in  the  beau 
ideal  of  forms,  which,  whatever 
the  ancient  marbles  might,  the 
canvas  of  the  moderns  did  not 
poffefs  ;  and  which  none  of  the 
Italian  fcho.ols,  not  even  the  Ro¬ 
man,  fo  celebrated  for  its  noble- 
nefs  ol  ftyle,  had,  pyfhed  to  its 
perfedion.  Is  Barry  the  artift 
who  has  fupplied  this  moll  im¬ 
portant  deiideratum  ?  has  he  ap¬ 
proached  the  perfedion  of  the 
Greek  antiques  ip  the  beau  ideal  ?■ 
We  may  go  farther,  and  ails,  has 
he,  in  no  i  nil  a  nee,  improved  on 
that  fuppofed  perfedion  ?  Any  of 
thefe  queftions  anfwered  aftirma- 
tively,  (and  they  cannot  all  be  de¬ 
nied)  will  entitle  him  to  rank  as,  a 
mafter  ; — by  this  term  is  meant  an 
artift  who  has  advanced  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  art  by  his  ikill  and  in¬ 
vention  ;  who  has  advanced  a  ftep, 
and  that  ftep  an  important  one  ; 


and  whether  the  writer  may  be 
accufed  of  ignorance  and  prefump- 
tion  or  not,  he  affirms  that  neither 
Michael  Angelo,  nor  Raffael,  nor 
the  eminent  mafters  who  have 
followed  them,  have  produced  for 
truth,  fcience,  beauty,  charader, 
and  expreflion,  any  figures  that 
equal,  much  lefs  excel,  the  An¬ 
gelic  Guard,  in  the  pidure  of 
Ely  hum ;  the  Youth  on  Horfe- 
back,  and  group  of  the  Diago- 
rides,  in  the  Olympic  Games  ;  the 
three  figures  of  Jupiter,  Juno,  and 
Mercury,  in  the  pidure  of  Pan¬ 
dora  ;  the  Adam  and  Eve  ;  or  for 
exquifite  ideal  beauty  in  the  fe¬ 
male  form,  his  Venus,  in  which  if 
he  has  not  rivalled  the  Venus  de 
Medicis,  he  has  at  leaft  avoided 
what  he  thought  a  defed  in  the 
ideal  beauty  of  that  ftatue,  the 
vifible  marks  of  maternity.  This 
exquifite  ideal,  which  from  the 
Greek  ftatues,  he  is  the  firft  who 
has  transferred  on  canvas,  was  the 
fort  of  Barry,  for  which  his  feien- 
tific  and  poetic  mind  amply  qua¬ 
lified  him.  For  the  mechanicof 
colouring,  though  what  he  has 
adopted,  feems  always  appropriate 
to  his  fubjeds,  he  is  not  fo  fa¬ 
mous.  But  it  cannot  be  (aid  that 
he  is  defedive,  unlefs  the  tinfel 
and  glare  of  lefs  accompliihed 
painters  fhould  be  preferred  to  it. 
Of  the  fubjeds  and  ftyle  of  his 
compofitions,  though  the  facility 
and  playfulnefs  of  his  pencil  was 
fuited  to  all  the  beauty,  grace, 
and  elegance,  which  female  form 
ever  exhibited  on  the  canvas  of 
Corregio,  or  Parmeggiano,  yet 
he  fuffered  not  his  mind  to  be  led 
away  by  enchantments  of  this 
kind  :  the  bent;  of  his  genius  was 
after  compofitions  of  a  grave  na¬ 
ture,  He  delighted  not  to  fpeak 

of 
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of  his  Venus,  the  Female  Dance 
in  his  Harveft  Scene,  or  the 
Sporting  Nymphs  in  his  pi&ure  of 
the  Thames,  though  the  beauty 
of  form,  and  the  grace  of  a&ion 
and  attitude  raviflied  every  other 
eye ;  but  he  took  praife  on  his 
fubje&s  of  the  Olympic  Games, 
and  the  Elyfium,  becaufe  he 
thought  that  thefe  fubjeCls,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  execution,  de- 
ferved  praife  from  the  folemn  and 
ufeful  leffon  they  conveyed. 

He  had  impreffcd  himfelf  very 
early  in  life  with  an  idea  of  the 
dignity  and  folemnity  of  a  pain¬ 
ter’s  profeffion.  The  art  of  paint¬ 
ing,  like  that  of  poetry,  profefles 
to  pleafe  and  to  indruft.  Its 
aim  is  accomplished  when  this 
double  objeCt  is  obtained  ;  bu  in 
his  opinion  the  pleafure  ought  in 
all  cafes  to  be  fubfervient  to  the 
inftru&ion  :  where  the  contrary 
prevailed,  the  art  would  become 
a  pander  to  the  paflions,  a  mere¬ 
tricious  guide  into  the  regions  of 
depraved  take,  frivolous  and  effe¬ 
minate,  like  the  age,  whole  corrup¬ 
tion  it  was  intended  to  promote. 
The  artid,  therefore,  whofe  am¬ 
bition  was  to  overdep  his  own 
time,  and  defcend  with  credit  and 
honour  to pofterity, ought  tocling  to 
the  chief  objeft,  moral  inftruCfion, 
without  fpurning  or  lofing  fight 
altogether  of  pleafure,  which 
might  follow  in  the  didance. 
This  rule  Mr.  Barry  obferved 
with  a  deadinefs  and  rigour  be¬ 
yond  any  other  artid  of  ancient 
or  modern  time.  He  may  be 
ftyled  emphatically  the  Ethical 
Painter ;  for  whether  he  fought 
his  fubje&s  from  the  Pagan  or 
Scriptural  Hiftory,  whether  they 
were  the  pure  inventions  of  his 
own  fancy,  or  drawn  from  re¬ 


corded  fa&s,  in  no  indance  has 
his  pencil  traced  a  line,  but  with 
a  moral  or  indrudive  effeCl  ;  fo 
grave  and  guarded  is  he,  that 
there  is  no  indance  in  his  'pic¬ 
tures,  where  he  has  permitted 
himfelf  the  flighted  levity  in  ac¬ 
tion  or  countenance  fuflieient  to 
raife  a  fmile,  much  lefs  of  buf¬ 
foonery,  even  in  his  lighted  pro¬ 
ductions,  to  excite  a  laugh.  In 
his  picture  of  the  Olympic  Games, 
he  has  levelled  a  blow  at  buf¬ 
foonery  and  wit  in  the  perfon  of 
Aridophanes,  fuflieient  to  deter¬ 
mine  in  what  light  he  held  this 
fpecies  of  popular  but  trivial  qua¬ 
lification. 

In  this  refpeCt  the  man  never 
varied  from  the  painter.  Were  his 
moments  ever  fo  free  and  focial, 
he  never  aimed  at  wit  or  broad 
humour.  He  might  with  to  raife 
admiration  by  his  remarks,  but  he 
difdained  to  excite  a  laugh  ;  and  a 
converfation  which  had  only  mer¬ 
riment  for  its  objeft,  loon  dif- 
guded  him ;  becaufe  his  golden 
rule  was  here  reverfed,  and  in- 
druCtion  arifing  from  general  con¬ 
verfation  was  facrificed  to  mere 
pleafure.  With  all  this,  if  he 
liked  his  company,  he  was  far 
from  being  churlifh  or  morofe,  but 
a  cheerfulnefs  beamed  over  him, 
which  foon  difeovered  how  fufeep- 
tible  he  was  of  the  fatisfaClion  of 
giving  and  receiving  indru&ion  : 
And  in  this  exchange  he  was  on 
the  whole  a  very  fair  trader,  not 
arrogating  more  converfation  than 
fell  to  his  {hare  ;  though  it  often 
happened,  if  the  fubjeCt  was  hif¬ 
tory,  religion,  or  the  fine  arts,  that 
mod  of  it  really  fell  to  him,  as  he 
had  mod  to  fay,  and  that,  with  an 
enthtifiafm  and  warmth  which 
feemed  proportioned  to  the  value 
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of  the  fubjeft,  or  to  the  contra¬ 
diction,  fophifms  or  quibble,  that 
had  previoufly  roufed  him.  No¬ 
thing  was  more  eafy  than  to  make 
him  animated  and  eloquent  on  any 
fubjeCt,  where  he  felt  the  leaft  in- 
tereft,  and  fuch  had  been  the  ex- 
tenfive  circle  of  his  ftudies,  that 
there  were  few  fubjedfts  he  did  not 
feel  fome  intereft  in. 

The  imprefiion  which,  as  has 
been  faid,  he  imbibed  early  of  the 
ferioufnefs  of  a  painter’s  charge, 
grew  with  his  ambition  to  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf,  and  was  foftered  by 
years  and  ferious  ftudies.  The  le¬ 
vities  of  youth,  the  fafhions  and 
fnares  of  focial  life  had  no  allure¬ 
ments  to  win  him  from  his  pur- 
pofe ;  and  not  merely  what  had  a 
vicious  tendency  in  the  art,  but 
what  had  not  an  ufeful  one,  met 
his  averfion  or  difrelifh.  No  per- 
fuafion  or  profpeCl  of  emolument 
could  have  induced  him  (for  ex¬ 
ample)  to  paint  the  jollity  of  a 
tavern  fcene,  the  uproar  of  a  Mid. 
dlefex  election,  the  eager  plea- 
fures  of  a  bear-baiting,  or  a  horfe- 
race  ;  becaufe  he  looked  on  thefe 
pleafures  as  vicious  in  themfelves, 
and  unworthy  of  memorial  or  re¬ 
cord,  and  thought  that  the  pencil 
was  proftituted  which  perpetuated 
them,  as  giving  confequence  to  a 
depraved  bent  of  the  public  mind 
which  ought  to  be  directed  to 
nobler  purfuits.  Even  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  portrait  painting,  though 
no  man  approved  the  motives  of 
love,  friendfliip,  and  refpeCt,  which 
had  preferved  to  us  the  refein- 
blances  of  perfons  celebrated  for 
birth,  beauty,  talents,  or  moral 
worth,  more  than  he  ;  yet  he  con¬ 
demned  the  general  rage  after  this 
branch  of  arc,  as  arifing  from  va¬ 
nity  ;  and  where  there  was  no- 
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thing  to  celebrate  in  form,  feature, 
intelle&ual  or  moral  excellence, 
as  worfe  than  ufelefs ;  becaufe  art, 
in  running  after  individual  and 
vulgar  nature,  was  diverted  from 
its  nobler  purfuits,  and  the  artift: 
himfelf  levelled  to  the  condition  of 
a  mechanic,  who  was  drudging  for 
fubfiftence.  He  lamented  the 
tafte  of  the  public  which  com¬ 
manded,  and  the  fttuation  of  the 
artifts  which  fubmitted  to  fuch 
works,  and  of  courfe  ftrenuoufly 
reft  ft  ed  every  temptation  to  em¬ 
bark  in  them.  But  the  meed  of 
fame  and  not  wealth  was  his  ob¬ 
ject  ;  in  purfuing  and  obtaining 
which,  he  has  left  a  fine  memorial 
of  what  every  artift  may  do,  who 
has  any  fpark  of  the  Vis  dminior 
within  him,  who  has  application, 
time,  and  a  determination  to  excel 
—and  a  glorious  example  of  achiev¬ 
ing  great  things  with  little  means, 
by  flinging  afide  the  incumbrances 
of  cafual  wants,  and  the  vain  al¬ 
lurements  of  fociety,  and  devoting 
himfelf,  like  a  hero,  to  the  grand 
objects  he  had  in  view. 

Thefe  objeCts  in  a  mind  fo  crea¬ 
tive,  ardent,  and  richly  fraught  as 
Barry’s,  rofe  like  the  Epics  of 
Homer  and  Milton,  into  one  vaft 
and  fublime,  yet  connected  and 
fyftematic  whole.  Illimitable  as 
the  fubjeCt  feemed,  his  genius 
brought  it  within  the  neceflary 
circle  laid  down  by  Ariftotle  for 
the  epopee,  of  a  beginning,  a 
middle,  and  an  end.  This  fub- 
je&,  which  we  ftate  as  the  moft 
comprehenfive  ever  confidered  or 
undertaken  by  painter  or  poet,  was 
no  lefs  than  the  complete  hiftory 
of  the  human  mind  in  its  various 
ftages  from  barbarity  to  refine¬ 
ment,  both  with  refpeCt  to  its 
multiplied  relations  of  man  with 
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man,  and  its  more  folemn  rela¬ 
tions  of  man  with  God  ;  and  in  the 
final  retribution  awarded  to  all  in 
a  future  world. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  former 
part  of  this  work,  to  be  complete, 
mull  have  comprehended  the  whole 
of  ethic  and  natural  fcience  ;  the 
other  branch  would  have  compre¬ 
hended  the  mythology  of  the  Pa¬ 
gan  world,  and  the  theology  of 
the  Jewilh  and  Chriflian  ;  and  the 
concluding  part,  that  which  he  has 
fo  ably  and  learnedly  achieved  in 
his  pidure  of  Elyfium. 

In  the  ftanzas  of  the  Vatican 
fprung  this  vail  conception  in  the 
mind  of  young  Barry,  and  what  is 
fingular,  in  front  of  the  pictures 
of  RafFael,  intended  by  that  im¬ 
mortal  painter  to  reprefent  part  of 
the  fame  fubjeds.  We  mention 
this  circumilance  as  a  proof  of  the 
daring  and  enthufiaftic  turn  of 
this  young  man,  of  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  his  own  powers,  and  of 
the  keennefs  of  his  glance,  which 
difcovered  the  failure  and  defeds 
of  his  precurfor,  and  of  the  deter¬ 
mination  inflantaneoufly  affumed, 
of  breaking  a  fpear  with  him  on 
his  own  ground.  In  moil  men 
fuch  a  determination  would  have 
been  prefumptuous,  and  would  have 
ended  like  the  heroic  actions  corv- 
ceived  over  the  fumes  of  wine,  or 
the  golden  dreams  of  a  fclfi.fh  and 
vain  fancy.  But  in  Barry,  to  con¬ 
ceive  and  to  execute  admitted  of 
no  interval ;  and  at  Rome  he  began 
his  defign  of  Pandora,  which  was 
to  eclipfe  RaffaePs  Marriage  of 
Cupid  and  Pfyche  before  an  alfem- 
bly  of  the  gods,  in  the  little  Farnefe 
palace,  and  to  ferve  as  the  firll  in. 
a  feries  of  theological  fcience.  So 
far  as  vigour  and  juflnefs  of  cha¬ 
racter  in  the  delineation  ol  each  of 


the  gods  upon  the  pure  Grecian 
models  could  go,  he  has  fucceeded 
and  outllripped  Raffael ;  and  he 
has  fucceeded  in  conveying  a  tale 
which  was  to  ferye  as  the  firll  of  a 
feries,  reprefen  ting  the  relation  the 
human  mind  had  with  the  Deity  in 
the  Heathen  world,  and  the  pre¬ 
vailing  belief  in  the  origin  of  mun¬ 
dane  happiness  and  mifery.  Pan¬ 
dora  was  the  firfl  of  women  cre¬ 
ated — the  Heathen  Eve  ;  and  was 
endowed  by  the  gods  with  all  at¬ 
tributes  neceffary  for  enfuring  fa- 
tislaClion  and  happinefs,  with  one 
foie  tinjunftion  committed  to  her 
charge,  which  by  violating  fine 
was  to  entail  pain  and  milery  on 
mankind.  There  is  in  the  ftory 
much  to  attach  the  attention  of  the 
philofopher  and  fcholar,  as  to  the 
opinion  of  the  ancients,  how  death 
and  fin  came  into  the  world;  nor 
uninterefting  to  the  divine,  as  con¬ 
veying  the  univerfality  of  opinion 
in  ancient  times,  that  the  Deity 
created  human  exigence  innocent 
and  pure,  with  means  to  infure  the, 
duration  of  its  own  happinefs  ;  but 
by  difobedience  and  perverfity,  it 
entailed  mifery  on  itfelf. 

What  pidlute  or  pidlures  he  d.e- 
figned,  to  follow  this,  in  order  more 
fully  to  pourtray  the  progreflfve 
errors  of  the  human  mind  in  the 
Pagan  religion,  we  cannot  fay  ;  but 
no  doubt  his  fyftematic  fancy 
would  have  completed  this  part  of 
his  fubjedl,  in  order  to  open  with 
a  fublimer  effeCl  on  the  hiltory  of 
the  Mofaic  and  Chriiliau  doc¬ 
trines. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  purity 
of  his  take  had  led  him  to  the 
brighteft  and  deepeil  fountain  of 
poetic  and  hifloric  imagery  for  the 
delineation  of  the  Mofaic  fyflem 
of  religion— that  is,  to  the  Para- 
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difc  Loft  of  Milton.  To  the  genius 
of  Milton  he  paid  fuch  adoration 
and  homage,  that  to  rife  to  the 
height  of  his  deferiptions,  he 
thought  would  be  the  fame  of  his 
pencil,  and  the  completion  of  a 
principal  part  of  the  fubjeft  he  had 
in  view.  It  was  not  a  little  to  il- 
luftrate  on  canvas  what  the  poet 
had  conceived,  and  that  in  the 
grand,  folemn,  and  ethical  way 
which  fuch  a  poet  had  intended  ; 
yet  Barry  began  his  Miltonic  de- 
figns  with  equal  enthufiafm  and 
effeft ;  intending  them  but  as  a  part 
of  a  great  whole,  which  his  own 
poetic  fancy  and  power  of  invention 
were  to  fupply. 

The  temptation  of  Adam  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  only  one  which  exifts  on 
canvas  ;  and  this  he  painted  at 
Rome,  which  is  mentioned  as  a 
corroborating  proof,  that  at  Rome 
he  had  formed  his  general  fubject. 
But  he  has  left  valuable  drawings 
of  the  other  parts,  beginning  with 
the  triumph  of  Michael,  and  the 
calling  out  of  the  evil  angels  from 
heaven  ;  of  Satan  haranguing  them 
after  their  fall ;  of  his  conflift  with 
Death  at  the  gates  of  hell ;  of  his 
efcape  from  the  nether  world,  and 
arrival  at  the  palace  of  Chaos  and 
old  Night ;  his  arrival  in  Paradife; 
the  defeent  of  Uriel  to  inform  Ga¬ 
briel  of  the  efcape  of  an  evil  fpirit ; 
the  detection  of  Satan  by  Ithuriel  ; 
our  firft  parents  after  their  fall ; 
vifion  of  human  miferies  enfuing 
on  his  pofterity,  pointed  out  to 
Adam ;  the  difmifiion  from  Para¬ 
dife. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  thefc  horrid 
feenes  of  rebellion,  difobedience, 
divine  anger,  and  punifhment, 
which  are  too  much  in  a  continued 
feries  of  paintings  for  human  feel¬ 
ings  to  relifh  ;  like  the  great  poet 


whom  he  was  following,  Barryj 
knew  where  to  introduce  the  re- 
pofes,  to  bring  back  the  calm  de¬ 
ft  red,  and  his  defigns  of  God  the 
Son  in  the  beneficent  aft  of  cre¬ 
ating  the  world  ;  of  the  angel  irt 
the  bower  converting  with  Adam  ; 
of  Adam  and  Eve  in  their  Hate  of 
innocence  and  blifs  ;  of  the  fame 
at  their  morning  orifons  j  fill  the 
mind  with  a  pleafure  in  proportion 
to  the  agitation  it  had  previoully 
fuffered. 

It  cannot  with  certainty  be  faid 
how  many,  and  what  other  fub- 
jefts  he  intended  to  take  from  the 
Paradife  Loft,  to  exemplify  the 
Mofaic  theology  ;  but  the  defigns 
he  left  behind  him  pourtray,  as 
may  be  feen  by  the  above-mention¬ 
ed  feries,  the  early  relation  of 
man  with  his  Creator ;  the  obe¬ 
dience  enjoined  and  broken,  and 
the  confequence  which  was  foretold 
to  happen,  “  of  death  brought  into 
the  world,  and  all  our  woe.” 

Perhaps  certain  fubjefts  from  the 
Bible,  typifying  more  diftinftly 
the  nature  of  the  faith  and  wor- 
Ihip  of  the  Jews,  and  their  inti- 
mate  connexion  with  the  true  God, 
together  with  examples  of  virtues 
rewarded  and  of  vices  puniihed, 
m'ight  have  fallen  into  his  plan  ; 
but  there  is  no  authority  for  fuch 
an  aflertion,  for  he  has  left  no  me¬ 
morial  behind  him,  nor  is  it  re¬ 
membered  his  having  fpoken  of 
fuch  a  part  of  his  fubjeft.  Per¬ 
haps  he  referved  many  details  of 
this  kind  until  he  came  to  the  next 
part  of  his  fubjeft,  the  doftrines  of 
the  revealed  religion  of  Chrift  ; 
which  he  has  been  heard  to  fpeak 
of  with  that  love,  enthufiafm,  and 
rapture,  that  if  the  fubjefts  could 
have  been  finifhed  before  age  had 
enfeebled  his  natural  powers,  it 
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mu  ft  have  been  the  moft  interefting 
part  of  the  whole,  particularly  to 
Chriftians  of  the  prefent  day,  who 
ftatid  related  to  God  by  the  holy 
myfteries  of  this  religion. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
Mr.  Barry  fhould  contemplate  this 
divifion  of  his  fubjed  with  pecu¬ 
liar  ardour,  undion,  and  delight — 
he,  whofe  faith  on  the  myfteries 
of  the  incarnation  and  miracles  of 
Chrift  was  built  on  a  rock.  All 
who  knew  him,  can  testify  with 
what  ardour  he  dwelt  on  thefe 
fubjeds,  and  how  eloquently  and 
manfully  he  would  withftand  every 
encroachment  made  by  levity  or 
infidelity  on  the  dodrines  of  reve¬ 
lation.  Philofophers  of  the  French 
fchool,  deifts,  and  fceptics  of  every 
kind,  met  with  no  quarter  from 
him  here.  And  as  he  was  fo  well 
convinced  of  the  futility  of  the  pa¬ 
gan  philofophy,  as  having  offered 
no  permanent  motives  or  rules  for 
moral  condud,  and  of  the  abomi¬ 
nations  of  the  French  philofophy, 
as  offering  no  motives  but  what 
have  led  to  vicious  ;  that  his  heart 
and  mind  gave  into  the  Chriftian 
religion  with  redoubled  faith  and 
ardour.  And  there  is  no  doubt 
but  this  part  and  continuation  of 
his  fubjed  would  have  carried  with 
it  all  the  intereft  and  importance 
which  belong  to  it,  or  which  could 
have  been  ftamped  by  genius,  pene¬ 
trated,  enriched,  and  animated  by 
knowledge  and  faith.  It  is  a  lofs 
to  the  arts,  perhaps  to  mankind, 
that  he  never  lived  to  finifh  this 
fubjedl.  It  could  be  feen  how 
vehemently  defirous  he  was  of 
putting  a  finifh  to  his  main  defign, 
by  the  frequent  and  loud  exclama¬ 
tion,  ((  Q  God  !  how  I  long  to 
have  a  place  where  1  can  be  at  my 
work !”  Of  this  work  it  is  painful 


to  announce,  that  only  detached 
parts  remained,  Dejigns— but  fuch 
as  they  were,  they  were  finifhed  in 
his  ufual  great  ftyle  of  drawing, 
and  confifted  of  the  Annunciation  ; 
of  the  Nativity,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Notte  of  Corregio  ;  of  the 
Baptifm  of  Chrift  in  the. Jordan, 
an  admirable  drawing  defigned 
with  fimplicity,  but  grandly  im- 
preffive ;  Pilate  prefenting  Chrift 
to  the  Jews,  and  exculpating  him- 
felf  from  any  guilt  in  his  blood ; 
Judas  calling  down  the  thirty  pieces 
of  filver,  admirably  expreffive  of 
remorfe  and  felfi condemnation,  and 
of  the  haughty  indifference  and  in- 
fulting  fatisfadion  of  the  high 
priefts  and  elders. 

To  what  extent  did  he  mean  to 
purfue  the  fubjed  of  the  Chriftian 
revelation  ?  Did  he  intend  paint¬ 
ing  the  charaderiftic  and  chief 
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traits  in  the  life  of  our  Saviour  ;  to 
introduce  the  Ordination  of  the 
Sacraments ;  to  exemplify  and  con» 
trail  that  proud,  but  unfound  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  Stoic  fchool,  to  bear 
and  forbear ,  with  the  natural, 
graceful,  unafFuming,  and  chief 
feature  of  the  Chriftian,  made  up 
of  meeknefs  of  heart  and  a  forgiv¬ 
ing  difpofition  ?  It  is  impoftible 
to  fay — he  has  left  no  memorial  of 
his  ultimate  intentions ;  but  from 
the  detached  and  broken  parts,  it 
is  probable  that  this  was  his  inten¬ 
tion,  with  fuch  intermediate  links, 
that  the  fubjed  w'ould  have  flowed 
before  the  fpedator’s  eye  in  one 
continued,  inftrudive,  and  pleaf- 
ing  ftream,  and  fuch  as  the  confo- 
latory  hiftory  of  univerfal  redemp¬ 
tion  might  be  fuppofed  to  repre¬ 
fen  t. 

In  this  ample  and  fublime  man¬ 
ner  his  wifh  and  intention  was  to 
convey  the  progreflive  culture  ot 
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the  human  mind  under  the  two 
great  divifions  of  phiiofophy  and 
theology  ;  and  it  may  be  faid,  with¬ 
out  any  extravagant  admiration  of 
the  man,  that  the  fchool  of  Athens 
and  Difpute  of  the  Sacrament, 
convey  but  a  fcanty  delineation  of 
the  two  fubjedls,  in  comparifon 
with  the  learned,  poetical,  and  fyfi* 
tematic  mode  intended  by  Barry. 

Raffael's  range  of  fubjedl  is  more 
confined,  as  he  choofes  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  confummation  of  human 
culture,  the  acme  of  phiiofophy 
and  theology.  Barry’s  range  is 
fo  ample,  that  it  appears  a  1  moil 
without  limits,  as  he  takes  in  the 
progreflion  of  thefe  fubjefts,  fuch 
as  they  appear  in  different  periods 
of  time  or  ftages  of  fociety.  The 
one  overfteps  all  bounds  of  proba¬ 
bility,  by  disregarding  the  unities 
of  time,  place,  and  aftion;  for 
example,  in  the  pidture  of  the 
fchool  of  Athens,  individuals  are 
brought  together  who  never  exift- 
ed  at  one  and  the  fame  period  of 
time ;  they  are  affembled  at 
Athens  for  no  defined  purpofe, 
and  with  no  circumftance  peculiar 
to  Athens,  and  may  be  occupied  as 
far  as  the  fpediator  can  determine, 
like  the  evil  fpirits  after  their  fall, 
in 

“  Vain  Wisdom  all,  and  false  philo¬ 
sophy  — 

“  Finding  no  end,  in  wandering  mazes 
lost.” 

Whatever  may  be  the  grandeur, 
variety,  and  fpirit  of  the  figures, 
the  dignity  of  the  heads,  the  grand 
flyle  of  drapery,  or  the  beauty  of 
colouring,  for  in  thefe  things  the 
inimitable  Raffael  is  vifible,  and 
Barry  halts  behind  him  ;  ftill  the 
fame  objedlions  apply  in  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  Difpute  of  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  ;  the  fpecfator  remains  to  be 


informed  who  the  adlors  are,  what 
they  are  about,  and  how  they  came 
together  at  one  place  and  time  ;  and 
when  he  has  had  this  information, 
he  is  not  much  wifer  or  more  fa- 
tisfied.  In  no  part  of  Mr.  Barry's 
work  are  violations  of  the  unities 
obfervable.  Fi&ion  no  where 
foars  above  probability  ;  becaufe 
where  the  fcenes  are  on  earth,  his 
perfonages,  alraoft  all,  are  ima¬ 
ginary  ;  or  if  real  perfonages,  he 
has  made  choice  of  fuch  as  exifted 
at  or  nearly  the  fame  period  of 
time.  There  is  but  one  inftance 
to  the  contrary,  which  is  in  his 
picture  of  the  Thames,  where,  to 
honour  the  memory  of  Captain 
Cooke,  and  to  compliment  his 
friend  Dr.  Burney,  he  has  afToci- 
ated  them  with  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
Drake,  and  others,  of  an  earlier 
period.  To  profit  therefore  by  the 
free  fcope  of  general  representa¬ 
tion  of  real  perfonages,  he  places 
his  scene  in  Elyfium,  where  pro¬ 
bability  is  not  overftepped  ;  where 
the  a&ion  is  uniform,  which  is  the 
acquifition  and  difcuffion  of  re¬ 
ferred  knowledge,  though  the  in¬ 
dividuals  are  varioully  and  divi- 
dedly  grouped.  And  the  eye  is 
carried  over  the  different  parts  of 
this  immenfe  pidlure  without  fa¬ 
tigue  or  confufion  by  the  natural 
paufes  and  breaks  every  where  in- 
terfperfed,  and  at  laft  condu&s 
the  imagination  to  that  fuppofed 
centre,  the  throne  of  Deity,  from 
whence  life  and  immortality  are 
brought  to  light. 

If  in  the  room  of  the  Society  of 
Arts,  Mr.  Barry  has  told  his  ftory 
clearly,  flrongly,  and  with  as 
many  requifites  of  the  epic  as 
painting  will  admit,  though  not  fo 
amply  as  his  expanded  mind  in¬ 
tended  ;  -  fince  it  is  certain,  if  the 

place 


784]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


place  and  opportunities  had  al¬ 
lowed,  his  intention  was  to  have 
introduced  epifodical  parts,  which 
had  reference  to  other  branches  of 
culture  in  the  human  mind,  fuch 
as  jurifprudence  and  legiflation, 
natural  philofophy,  poetry,  &c. — 
fo  is  it  certain,  that  in  the  mod 
important  of  all,  as  connecting 
man  with  his  Creator,  and  as  the 
fource  of  his  eternal  felicity  here¬ 
after,  or  theology,  he  would  have 
conducted  his  fubjeCt  with  due 
effect.  He  required  only  that 
countenance  and  encouragement  of 
the  public,  which  genius  fo  lauda¬ 
bly  pants  after  and  deferves. 

But  if  he  lived  not  to  complete 
his  great  fubjeCt,  the  delay  of 
which  lay  not  with  him  fo  much 
as  with  the  adverfe  circumdances 
under  which  he  laboured,  let  it  not 
be  fuppofed  that  he  fpent  his  time 
idly  or  unprofitably ;  few  men 
ever  calculated  the  value  of  their 
time  fo  rigidly  as  Mr.  Barry  :  if  he 
was  a  mifer  in  any  thing,  it  was  in 
the  careful  economy  of  this  trea- 
fure.  It  has  been  noticed  how 
much  he  was  diffatisfied,  if  the 
loofe  moments  which  mankind  are 
willing  to  throw  into  the  lap  of 
focial  intercourfe,  and  to  abandon 
for  any  chance  pleafures  they  can 
bring,  were  not  fpent  profitably  ; 
that  is,  each  moment  bringing  its 
charge  of  grave  and  ufeful  inftruc- 
tion  and  delivering  it  up  into  the 
common  dock  for  the  benefit  of  the 
company.  If  fuch  was  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  proper  ufe  of  his  focial 
hours,  we  may  well  fuppofe  that 
thofe  appropriated  to  himfeif  were 
not  differed  to  dip  away  unem¬ 
ployed  ;  and  indeed,  after  turning 
one’s  eye  from  his  larger  works  of 
the  pencil,  to  his  lefler  labours  of 
the  graver,  from  his  canvas  to  his 


plates,  we  may  be  adonilhed  that 
fo  much  fhould  have  been  accom- 
plifhed  by  one  man,  folitary,  unas- 
fifted,  unpatronized,  and  unpro¬ 
tected  ;  who,  whether  all  his  ap- 
prehenfions  were  imaginary  or 
real,  had  certainly  enemies  enough 
to  qualify  an  expreffion  he  fre¬ 
quently  ufed  ;  that  it  was  extraor¬ 
dinary  he  could  ever  accomplilh 
what  he  had  done,  when  he  had  fo 
often  to  defend  himfeif  with  one 
hand,  while  he  painted  with  the 
other.  Yet  his  fpirit  and  indudry 
carried  him  through  a  larger  feries 
of  etchings  or  engravings  than  per¬ 
haps  ever  fell  to  the  (hare  of  any 
man  who  had  not  made  that  branch 
of  art  his  profeffed  occupation. 
He  has  etched  or  engraved  aimed 
all  his  paintings,  and  alfo  many  of 
his  other  defigns,  which  he  in¬ 
tended,  but  had  not  place  or  op¬ 
portunity  to  throw  upon  canvas. 
It  is  to  be  wifhed  that  he  had  en¬ 
graved  them  all  ;  for  fuch  is  the 
drong  and  maderiy  dyle  of  his 
art,  that  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  find 
an  artid  who  can  catch  his  manner 
and  force  of  expreffion.  This 
manner  of  etching  or  engraving  is 
peculiar  to  Mr.  Barry  ;  it  is  coarfe, 
but  nervous,  drong,  and  energe¬ 
tic.  Here,  as  in  every  thing  elfe, 
he  difdained  to  pleafe  only  ;  there¬ 
fore  all  foftnefs  and  delicacy  of 
line,  all  finenefs  and  finifli,  every 
thing  to  flatter  the  eye  without 
reaching  the  mind,  he  flings  aflde, 
to  faflen  with  more  effect  and 
depth  on  the  main  points  of  his 
defign,  and  knows  that  his  in- 
Arument  conveys  the  tale  ufefully, 
if  it  conveys  it  drongly  ;  and  that 
adventitious  ornament  and  finiih 
may  be  a  neceffary  appendage  to 
weaknefs  of  fubjeCt,  but  can  add 
nothing  to  that  which  is  fufficiently 
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flrong  to  fupport  itfelf.  With  va¬ 
rious  degrees  of  merit  and  excel¬ 
lence,  which  it  is  not  the  bufmefs 
here  to  enter  minutely  into,  has  he 
condu&ed  a  long  feries  of  etch¬ 
ings  or  engravings ;  the  principal 
and  moft  important  of  which  are 
thofe  which  refer  to  his  work  at 
the  Adelphi.  All  of  thefe  paint¬ 
ings  he  engraved,  undertaking  the 
work  under  the  encouragement  of 
a  fubfcription  of  ten  guineas  the 
fet.  This  feries  comprized  what 
he  called  the  fmallefl  fet  5  but  he 
engraved  the  principal  groups  in 
the  Elyfium,  and  that  of  the  Dia- 
gorides  in  the  Olympic  Games,  in 
a  larger  and  finer  ftyie  fome  years 
afterwards,  introducing  certain  cha¬ 
racters  in  his  Elyfium  whom  he 
had  unjudly,  as  he  thought,  omit¬ 
ted  in  the  painting  ;  fuck  as  the 
perfon  of  Iiabella  of  Spain,  the 
great  princess,  by  whofe  magnani¬ 
mity  and  patronage,  Columbus  ae- 
complifhed  his  difcovery  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  the  perfon  of  Calvert  Baron 
of  Baltimore,  the  founder  of  the 
colony  of  Maryland,  and  wife  le~ 
gi Bator  of  that  code  which  Penn 
afterwards  adopted  for  the  colony 
which  he  eftablifhed  ;  and  perhaps 
others,  which  we  do  not  recoiled. 

The  principal  fubjed  of  his 
other  engravings  are,  his  Pandora, 
which  he  has  left  unfinilhed. 

Job  reproved  by  his  friends,  de¬ 
dicated  to  Mr.  Burke. 

The  converfion  of  Polemon,  de¬ 
dicated  to  Mr.  Fox.  Polemon,  an 
Athenian  beau,  reeling  home  from 
a  night’s  debauch,  enters  at  early 
dawn  the  ledure  room  of  Xeno- 
crates  the  philofopher,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  is  difcourfing  on  the 
wretchednefs  of  intemperance,  and 
folly  of  vanity  ;  expeding  when 
he  entered  a  fubjed  for  ridicule, 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 


the  young  man’s  attention  becomes 
fuddenly  fixed  by  the  ferioufnefs 
and  poignancy  of  the  philofopher’s 
remarks,  and  the  artift  feizes  him 
at  the  moment  that  he  is  dealing 
from  his  head  his  garlands,  and  is 
in  the  pofture  and  attitude  of  a 
man  who  felt  the  fhame  of  his 
condud,  and  the  workings  of  n 
routed  refledion.  The  heads  and 
figures  of  the  group  compofing  the 
audience  are  finely  conceived. 
This  defign  wras  undertaken  in 
confequence  of  fome  farcadic  re¬ 
marks  made  on  the  levities  of  the 
late  Mr.  Fox,  by  either  Price  or 
Prieftley,  in  a  club  to  which  Barry- 
belonged  ;  thefe  men  looking  on 
Mr.  Fox  without  hope,  while 
Barry  defended  him,  and  produced 
at  the  next  meeting  the  above  de¬ 
fign,  1778. 

Jonah,  from  the  painting  by  Mi¬ 
chael  Angelo,  1801,  dedicated  to 
the  late  Duke  of  Bridgewater. 

King  Lear,  from  a  painting  done 
by  Barry,  for  the  Shakfpeare  Gal¬ 
lery,  1776. 

His  prefent  Majedy  delivering 
the  patent  to  the  judges  of  their 
office  for  life  ;  and  her  Majedy  and 
the  princedes  patronizing  education 
at  Windfor,  both  intended  for  ad¬ 
ditional  paintings  in  the  great  room 
of  the  fociety  at  the  Adelphi. 

PhiloCtetes  in  the  Ide  of  Lem¬ 
nos,  from  a  painting  he  executed 
at  Bologna,  in  1770,  and  prefented 
to  the  Clementine  Academy  there, 
for  the  honour  they  had  done  him 
of  elefting  him  a  member  :  this 
painting  was  engraved  in  1785,  by 
Rofapina  ;  but  the  two  prints  bear 
no  comparifon  for  energy  of  ex- 
preffion. 

Birth  of  Venus,  177 6. 

Head  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  1778. 
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Jupiter  and  Juno,  from  a  paint¬ 
ing  by  him. 

Rife  of  America,  with  the  de¬ 
cline  of  Europe.  An  allegorical 
defign  he  etched  at  the  heat  of  the 
American  war;  when  thofe  who 
efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  colon-ills, 
buffered  their  imaginations  to  run 
riot  on  the  funfhine  that  was  to 
Blefs  America,  and  to  lament  the 
eternal  gloom  that  was  fpreading 
on  this  tide  of  the  Atlantic;  the 
worft  of  all  Barry’s  productions, 
1776. 

In  the  Miltonic  Series,  the  Arch¬ 
angel  Michael  triumphing  over  Sa¬ 
tan,  the  fubjeCl  he  had  chofen  for  a 
painting  in  St.  Paul’s. 

Satan  rifmg  from  the  fiery  gulph, 
and  hurling  defiance  at  the  vault  of 
Heaven. 

Battle  of  Satan  and  Death,  whh 
Sin  interfering. 

Temptation  of  Adam. 

Ad.ani  and  Eve  after  their  fall. 

Milton  dictating  to  Elwood  the 
quaker. 

Having  fpoken  of  him  for  his 
genius  and  learning,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  trace  fome  lines  of  him, 
for  his  virtues  and  foibles  as  a 
member  of  fociety.  The  bafis  of 
his  temper  was  of  a  cheerful  and 
good-humoured  caft  ;  if  he  had 
been  bred  a  mechanic,  with  em¬ 
ployments  fucceeding.  to  his  withes, 
there  is  fcarcely  a  man  who  would 
have  pa  fled  through  life  more 
cheerly  or  unconcernedly  ;  but  fare 
threw  him  on  a  profeffion  which, 
built  up  itfelf  of  ideal  charms,  ge¬ 
nerally  charms  away  its  votaries  by 
a  thoufand  phantoms  of  ambitious 
hope,  which  are  fcarcely  ever  to 
be  realized  during  life,  or  if  real¬ 
ized,  never  worth  the  facrifice  of 
repofe  which  accompanies  the  pur- 
fuic  pf  them.  For  one  fortunate 


Rubens,  ennobled  and  enriched  by 
fovereigns,  or  for  one  even-tem¬ 
pered  Reynolds,  who,  as  Dr.  John- 
fon  obferved,  was  the  mod  invul¬ 
nerable  of  men,  we  meet  with 
numbers  in  the  clafs  of  painters, 
whofe  happinefs  in  purfuit  of  fame 
has  been  broken  up,  and  whofe 
fame  even  came  too  late  to  be  en¬ 
joyed.  The  more  eminent  their 
genius,  the  lefs  happy  their  con¬ 
dition,  as  if  Providence,  in  whole 
hands  are  genius  and  happinefs, 
proffered  the  one  to  withhold  the 
other. 

Barry  inherited  the  gift  with  the 
hard  conditions.  His  life  had  been, 
with  refpeCf  to  natural  and  com¬ 
mon  enjoyments,  a  life  of  priva¬ 
tion  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  ex¬ 
pectations  he  had  formed,  a  life  of 
difappointment.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  foured  a  naturally  good 
temper,  in  fpite  of  religion  and 
philofophy,  of  which  he  polfeffed 
no  mean  fhare.  Add  fo  this  (as  he 
thought)  a  hoft  of  men,  who  dis¬ 
covered  an  enmity  to  him,  who 
were  glad  to  obftrud  his  views, 
and  depreciate  his  merits,  who  felt 
elevated  in  proportion  as  he  was 
depreffed.  It  mult  not  be  denied, 
but  much  of  this  enmity  Barry 
drew  on  himfelf.  A  man  can  never 
have  a  contemptuous  opinion  of 
others,  with  whom  he  is  often 
obliged  to  ad  in  life,  that  is  not 
ultimately  pernicious  to  him  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  Mr.  Barry's 
opinion  of  contemporary  artilfs  was 
not  fo  liberal,  or  conciliating,  or 
becoming  bis  own  eminent  place 
among  them,  as  was  to  be  witbed. 
As  he  was  never  a  hypocrite  to 
conceal  his  fentiments,  their  re- 
fentment  became  a  matter  of 
ccurfe ;  and  except  two  or  three 
friends,  whom  he  retained  among 

them, 


CHARACTERS. 


them,  the  general  clafs  of  thefe 
gentlemen  was  certainly  hoftile  to 
him.  The  oppofition  he  met  with 
in  the  Royal  Academy,  to  feveral 
ufeful  fchemes  which  he  propofed 
for  the  advantage  of  the  academy, 
as  a  feminary  for  young  painters, 
tended  to  fofter  and  augment  the 
ill-will  on  both  lides.  This  is 
not  a  place  for  the  hiftory  of  their 
difputes,  which  are  detailed  in  fe¬ 
veral  parts  of  his  writings ;  but  as 
they  tended  to  inflame  an  irritable 
Temper,  (for  of  all  men  Barry  be¬ 
longed  to  the  genus  irritabile  <va- 
turn)  and  ultimately  by  his  expul- 
fion  from  that  body,  to  make  him 
drink  the  cup  of  bitternefs  in  his 
laft  years,  it  may  be  frankly  af- 
ferted,  that  one  of  his  greateff 
misfortunes  was  his  having  been 
an  Academician.  It  would  have 
been  better  for  him  to  have  pur- 
fued  his  great  defigns  without  this 
(to  him  doubtful)  honour:  and 
though  it  would  have  deprived  the 
world  of  the  lectures,  which  form 
the  principal  objeft  of  this  volume, 
vet  it  would  have  faved  him  from 
drinking  of  that  noxious  cup, 
which  was  voted,  feemingly  in 
defiance,  if  not  in  confequence,  of 
many  of  the  fame  virtues  which 
have  endeared  the  memory  of  So¬ 
crates. 

Let  him  not  be  traduced,  how¬ 
ever,  by  giving  the  reader  the 
fmalleft  reafop  to  fuppofe  that  the 
afperity  of  his  temper  was  conftant 
and  habitual :  no,  it  was  only  oc- 
cafional,  when  his  mind  brooded 
over  the  difficulties,  the  oppofition, 
neglect,  and  difappointments  he 
had  met  with  through  life.  And 
even  here  it  was  curious  to  ob- 
ferve,  how  ready  he  was  at  times 
to  correct  his  failing,  and  even  to 
glory  in  the  trials  he  had  fuffered. 
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quoting  often,  if  not  always  pro* 
firing  by,  the  bell  examples  of 
endurance  in  the  Stoics,  of  meek- 
nefs  under  fufferings  in  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  of  patience  in  Socrates,  of 
aufterity  and  felf-denial  in  the 
early  fathers,  and  of  that  love  of 
poverty  and  independence,  which 
diftinguifhed  the  brighteft  charac¬ 
ters  in  the  Roman  republic.  His 

mind  was  treafured  with  thefe 

examples,  from  which  he  fought 
much  of  his  confolation.  He 

adopted  a  fliort  maxim,  which  he 
was  often  wont  to  repeat,  and 

which  confoled  him  alfo  under  the1 
difappointments  he  had  fuffered  7 
it  was  that  of  Penn,  no  crofs ,  no 
cro^um;  believing  that  bufferings, 
trials,  and  hardfhips,  alone  make 
the  man,  and  the  good  man  ;  and 
that  every  thing  was  accomplished 
when  this  latter  was  obtained  ;  the 
reward  being  in  tlje  fatisfa&ion  of 
an  unblemifhed  confcience,  and  in 
the  expefted  retribution  of  a  happy 
immortality:  that  eafe  and  fenfual 
enjoyments  of  every  kind  Tapped 
the  probabilities  of  obtaining  this, 
by  wedding  the  individual  to  the 
world,  and  enticing  him  to  rely 
on  the  varnifhed  arts  of  fociety, 
and  on  pleafures  futile,  fleeting, 
and  unfubflantial  :  that  pure  mo¬ 
rality  was  at  fuch  variance  with 
the  arts  of  life,  or  with  the  world, 
that  no  treaty  could  exifl  between 
them  :  there  was  110  fleering  be¬ 
tween  both  without  facrificing  one 
or  the  other.  He  had  no  opinion 
of  virtues,  therefore,  that  accom¬ 
modated  theml’elves  to  the  arts  of 
fociety  :  nay,  the  kaft  deviation 
from  a  virtue  was  a  homage  paid, 
to  vice,  and  was  a  fin,  differing 
but  in  degree  from  fuch  which 

O 

mankind  confent  to  reprobate. 

He  would  inftance  this  in  a 

[3  D  2]  variety 
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variety  of  ways,  and  draw  his 
instances  from  the  lives  of  men, 
who  otherwife  had  palled  for  fair 
charadlers,  but  who  fullered  them- 
felves  to  be  fwayed  occafi onaliy  by 
private  in tereft,  pique,  or  fome  un¬ 
lawful  bias  of  the  heart,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  truth,  juftice,  or  probity. 
There  was,  it  muft  be  owned,  a 
fternnefs  and  feverity  often  in  his 
maxims  on  this  head,  to  which  it 
was  impoflible  for  a  human  indivi¬ 
dual,  not  a  reclufe,  to  tutor  him- 
feif.  He  himfeif  faw,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  the  difficulties  ;  but  his  an- 
fvver  always  was,  that  the  gloryr 
lay  in  thofe  difficulties,  that  they 
were  the  touchftone  of  God,  who 
with  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefa 
had  placed  befide  it  confcience ,  that 
monitor,  which  inftrudted  the  fa- 
vage  and  phiiofopher  equally  as  to 
the  rule  of  right  and  wrong.  That 
a  pcafant  could  not  plead  ignorance 
of,  nor  the  moft  cunning  caiuift 
argue  away  his  real  feelings  on, 
the  (lighted  deviations  from  right. 
That  the  degree  did  not  alter  the 
difference  as  to  the  violation  to¬ 
wards  God,  of  whofe  divine  Being 
we  could  form  no  idea,  but  by  his 
attributes  ;  that  God  was  truth, 
God  was  juliice,  mercy*  benevo¬ 
lence,  eonfummate  probity,  and 
prudence  ;  that  wherever  we  gave 
up  or  deviated  from  thefe,  we 
gave  up  and  deviated  from  Him  ; 
that  wherever  we  adted  up  to  thefe 
virtues,  and  loved  them,  we  loved 
and  obeyed  Him,  and  frail  human 
nature  was  limited  in  proceeding 
farther. 

Although  no  man's  rule  of  faith 
could  be  more  invariable  and  Heady 
than  Mr.  Barry  ’s,  and  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion  he  was  riveted,  even 
to  a  degree  which  many  of  his 


Proteftant  friends  juffly  thought 
bigoted,  yet  was  he  a  Catholic . 
after  his  own  way,  and  at  times 
was  very  liberal,  particularly  with 
refpedt  to  points  of  difcipline  in 
that  church,  refembling  the  late 
Dr.  Geddes,  whom  he  has  been 
heard  very  much  to  applaud  for 
the  pains  which  he  had  taken  to 
foften  down  the  afperities  of  their 
church.  It  was  a  favourite  opinion 
of  his,  which  he  had  imbibed  from 
the  writings  of  Grotius,  BolTuet, 
Dr.  Butler,  and  others,  that  a  ge¬ 
neral  reconciliation  might  take 
place  between  the  Catholic  and 
ProteHant  churches,  without  touch¬ 
ing  on  any  of  the  fundamental  ar¬ 
ticles  of  faith,  and  byonlyfacri- 
hcing  on  one  fide  or  the  other  cer¬ 
tain  non-effential  and  merely  dif- 
ciplinal  points,  which  perhaps 
tended  more  to  fetter  true  religion* 
and  keep  up  animofities,  than  to 
any  folid  good.  He  was  very  zea¬ 
lous,  and  eloquently  fo  upon  this 
{abject,  arguing,  that  as  Hates  had 
abandoned  the  pernicious  error  of 
waging  war  for  the  fake  of  reli¬ 
gion,  fo  the  prefent  time  was  the 
moft  fitted  for  a  general  council  of 
learned  and  candid  divines  to  fettle 
a  reconciliation  between  the  pre¬ 
vailing  fedls.  That  on  one  hand 
the  papal  authority  was  fo  hum¬ 
bled,  arid  on  the  other  the  general 
voice  of  infidelity  and  impiety  ft> 
loud,  that  without  fuch  an  union 
of  the  churches,  the  Chriilian  re¬ 
ligion  was  altogether  endangered* 
to  the  ruin  of  ftates,  and  diffolu- 
tion  of  all  focial  order.  He  was 
wont  to  attribute  to  the  growth 
and  multiplicity  of  fedls,  the  chief 
evils,  particularly  revolutionary 
ones,  to  kingdoms  and  ftates,  and 
would  illuftrate  his  point  by  the 
example  of  that  convulfton  which 

brought 
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brought  Charles  I.  to  the  block, 
attributing  it  entirely  to  the  feCt a- 
yian  principles  which  grew  out  of 
the  Reformation  ;  that  to  the  fame 
principles  which  allowed  every  man 
to  think  for  himfelf  in  matters  of 
do&rine  and  faith,  and  to  expound 
the  feriptures  as  Tinted  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  or  intereft,  arofe  by  an  im¬ 
perceptible  gradation  the  various 
opinions  which  have  diftinguifhed, 
as  he  thought,  Unitarians,  Deifts, 
and  Atheifts,  of  modern  time,  with 
all  the  antecedent  and  intermedi¬ 
ate  cafts,  which  went  to  form  the 
moll  pernicious  climax  of  errors  in 
the  human  heart  and  head  :  that 
the  French  Revolution  was  the 
effeCl  of  thefe  operations,  which 
had  pervaded  almoft  entirely  the 
upper  orders  in  that  kingdom,  and 
by  the  manoeuvres  of  the  philo ~ 
fophe*  had  begun  to  penetrate  the 
middle  and  lower  ones,.  That  as 
early  as  the  regency  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  the  trains  were  laid 
of  this  tremendous  and  peftilentiai 
explofion ;  but  the  ground  had 
been  unwittingly  prepared  in  the 
former  reign,  by  deftroying  the 
liberties,  independence,  and  high 
character  of  the  Galilean  Church. 
It  is  not  neceffary  to  follow  or 
defend  him  in  thefe  opinions ;  nor 
would  they  have  been  mentioned, 
but  that  his  profound  knowledge 
in  the  eccleliaftical  hiftory  of 
France,  entitled  him  to  have  an 
opinion,  and  there  is  nothing 
amifs — but  the  tin&ure  it  receives 
from'  the  religion  he  pro  felled. 
His  rhind  delighted  in  difficulties, 
and  he  probably  had  employed  as 
much  thought  on  the  practicability 
of  an  univerfal  church,  as  ever 
the  Abbe  St.  Pierre  had  done  on 
that  of  a  perpetual  peace ;  led  on 
like  him  enthufiaftically  by  the 


greatnefs  of  the  objeCt  and  its  im¬ 
portance  to  the  happinefs  of  man. 

From  the  declamations  he  has 
been  known  to  fail  into,  in  favour 
of  civil  liberty,  and  in  praife  of 
the  ancient  Greek  republics  re- 
fpeCUng  the  arts,  many  ran  away 
with  the  notion  that  he  was  a  re¬ 
publican,  and  difaffeCted  to  mo¬ 
narchical  i nit i tuitions.  He  often 
declaimed  for  victory,  from  occa- 
fional  love  of  oppofirion,  or  mo¬ 
mentary  pique  and  prejudice.  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  known  to  do  the  fame. 
But  in  his  cooler  moments  he  has 
been  heard  amain  and  ag;ain  to  af- 
fert,  that  no  governments  could  be 
worfe  for  a  peaceful  and  virtuous 
man,  than  thofe  worthlefs  Greek 
republics,  as  he  called  them.  In 
the  Athenian,  which  was  the  belt, 
moral  worth  was  always  in  danger 
from  democratic  turpitude.  But  to 
fay  no  more,  that  man’s  republi- 
canifm  will  go  for  little,  who  in¬ 
variably  woffhipped  the  cha raCier 
and  memory  of  Charles  the  Firft, 
and  deteded  the  felfifhnefs  and 
hypocrify  of  parties  who  planned 
and  achieved  his  downfall.  Though 

o 

be  abominated  the  memory  of 
William  III,  yet  he  hailed  the 
deliverance  which  was  achieved  by 
his  coming,  and  fpoke  highly  of 
the  characters  who  brought  about 
the  great  work  of  our  conffitution  ; 
which  he  conlidered  as  the  wifeft 
fabric  of  government  ever  planned 
by  the  mind  of  man.  It  is  necef¬ 
fary  to  fay  thus  much,  in  order  to 
vindicate  him  from  afperfions, 
which  have  occafionaliy  been  ut¬ 
tered  again!!  him  on  this  head. 

In  his  enthufiafm  after  art,  he 
was  apt  to  over-rate  his  profefiion, 
and  to  place  its  utility  too  high  in 
the  fcale  of  human  occupations, 
lamenting  that  an  univerfal  tafte 

[3  U  3]  did 
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did  not  prevail  for  the  higheft  ftyle 
of  art .  No  man  was  better  fitted 
to  {hew  that  this  ftyle  can  only  be 
underftood,  and  consequently  re- 
lifhed  by  the  educated  and  polifhed 
orders  of  fociety,  and  that  the  mafs 
of  mankind  have  fomething  elfe, 
and  perhaps  fomething  better  to 
do,  than  to  be  gazing  on  pidfures 
and  ftatues.  This  always  was,  and 
always  will  be  the  cafe.  The  bulk 
of  Italians  never  heard  of  Corre- 
gio,  or  Raffael  ;  who  among  our 
peafantry  know  any  thing  even  of 
a  Milton  ?  who  among  them  will 
ever  hear  of  a  Reynolds,  or  a 
Rarry  ? 

There  was  a  better  reafon  for 
his  lamenting  that  fo  much  of  the 
fuperfluous  wealth  of  individuals 
ftiould  be  thrown  away  upon  the 
fumptuary  rather  than  the  fine  arts; 
upon  inanities  or  monftroftties ; 
upon  things  which  are  not  likely 
to  imprefs  pofterity  with  much  re¬ 
verence  for  the  good  fenfe,  or  good 
tafte  of  the  period. 

His  ordinary  language  of  con- 
verfation  was  often  coarfe  and  un- 
polifhed,  and  he  had  acquired  a 
bad  habit  of  interfperfing  it  with 
oaths ;  yet  we  have  feen  him  feve- 
ral  limes  in  the  company  of  men 
of  rank,  when  he  put  himfelf  on 
his  guard  ;  and  his  language  be¬ 
came  not  only  corrett,  but  polifti- 
ed,  and  even  courtly  ;  if  he  could 
catch  the  forms  of  beauty  for  his 
canvas,  he  knew  where  they  lay 
for  language  and  fentiment — ^and 
there  is  no  doubt,  if  fortune  had 
led  him  more  under  the  eyes  of  the 
great,  his  manner  would  readily 
have  transformed  itfelf.  Even  as 
it  was,  people  foon  forgot  his  rough 
language  and  his  oaths  in  the 
ftrength  of  his  mind  ;  we  have 


witnefted  many  inftances  of  this, 
and  once  faw  a  devout  old  lady  en¬ 
tering  the  room  where  he  was,  hold 
him  for  fome  time  in  a  fort  of  hor¬ 
ror.  The  converfation,  however, 
happened  to  turn  on  the  nature  of 
Chriftian  meeknefs,  which  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  opening  on 
the  charader  of  our  Saviour — with 
that  power  of  heart  and  mind,  and 
energy  of  words,  that  in  fpke  of 
the  oaths,  which  fell  abundantly, 
the  old  lady  remarked,  that  (he 
never  heard  fo  divine  a  man  in  her 
life,  and  deftred  to  know  who  he 
was. 

So  with  refpeft  to  his  drefs,  of 
which  he  was  always  very  negli¬ 
gent,  and  even  at  times  fqualid, 
that  ftrangers  would  ftare  when 
they  faw  him  in  company,  as  if  a 
beggar  had  been  picked  up  and 
brought  in.  Yet  his  appearance 
was  forgot,  the  moment  he  began 
to  difcourfe  on  any  fubjedt.  Such 
are  the  effeds  produced  by  a  vigor¬ 
ous  and  commanding  mind,  whofe 
power,  by  the  reveries  it  calls  up, 
can  agitate  or  compofe  the  pafiions, 
fufpend  the  fenfes,  and  aggrandize 
or  annihilate  the  cafualties  of  time, 
place,  and  objects. 

In  his  perfon  he  was  rather  un¬ 
der  the  common  lize,  but  with 
limbs  well  fet  together,  and  aftive 
even  to  the  Iaft.  In  his  face  one 
could  fee  lines  prematurely  en¬ 
graven  by  workings  of  an  impaf- 
lioned  mind,  fo  that  he  appeared 
older  than  he  really  was.  There 
was  fomething  very  fweet  and 
agreeable  in  his  fmiles ;  but  his 
looks,  when  roufed  by  anger,  were 
ferocious  indeed.  Of  fuch  fenfibi- 
lities  was  he  compounded,  that, 
according  as  things  floated  in  his 
mind,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  fee 
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thefe  oppoiitc  extremes  at  very 
fhart  intervals  of  time.  It  re¬ 
quired  no  long  acquaintance  with 
him  to  fee  his  character  for  frank- 
ntfs,  boldnefs,  and  decifion,  as  of 
one  who  defpifed  fubterfuge  and 
contrivance  of  every  kind,  and 
who  difdained  a  lie  from  his  heart, 
with  all  its  fubordmate  colourings 
of  limulation  or  diffimulation  :  he 
was  indeed  a  very  honeft  man  ;  but 
one  of  his  greateft  charaderi  flics 
was  his  fortitude,  that  quality  of 
the  heart  which  never  fuffered  him 
to  feel  depreffed  in  the  midft  of  his 
comfortlefs  fituation — -a  fituation 
which  the  poorefl  man  could  not 
envy,  and  which  few  men  could 
have  fuilained  fo  many  years  as  he 
did— that  is,  in  a  houfe  which  pre- 
fented  the  pidure  of  a  ruin  by  its 
funken  walls  and  broken  windows, 
without  a  fervant,  without  a  bed 
that  could  be  called  a  bed,  in  cold- 
jnefs,  dirt,  folirude,  and  poverty. 
The  lafl  is  perhaps  a  flrong  word, 
not  applicable  in  a  rigid  fenfe,  and 
certainly  not  in  his  own  opinion, 
who  felt  rich  if  he  had  but  where¬ 
with  to  procure  food,  raiment,  and 
a  fhelter,  defpifing  other  wants. 
He  felt  lefs  for  himfelf  as  to  thefe 
wants  than  his  friends  felt  for  him  ; 
among  whom,  a  nobleman  of  great 
.and  corred  mind  (as  has  been  re¬ 
lated)  kindly  thought  it  his  duty 
to  folicit  for  Mr.  Barry  the  affifl- 
ance  of  the  pubiio,  as  a  debt  due 
from  that  public  to  him.  A  fum 
of  money  was  accordingly  raifed 
by  fubfeription,  but  was  in  veiled 
coo  late  to  be  of  any  ufe  ;  and  the 
probability  is,  that  as  the  affill- 
ance  had  been  withheld  fo  long,  in 
the  pride  of  his  heart  Barry  was  not 
forry  to  efcape  without  tailing  the 
obligation,, 
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Chard  tier  of  Barry.  From  “  Fla* 
meats  of  Art, ”  a  Poem.  By 
M.  A.  Shee,  Efq, 

A  great  work  in  art  cannot  now 
be  the  produdion  of  indigence  and 
obfeurity,  for  it  is  the  labour  of 
years,  purfued  through  many  ar¬ 
duous  ftudies,  and  aflifted  by  a 
variety  of  models  and  materials ; 
requiring  a  number  of  local  and 
mechanical  facilities,  and  attended 
confequently  with  conliderable  ex¬ 
pence.  Who  will  fuilain  th® 
powers  of  genius  through  fuch  a 
progrefs  ?  What  are  the  tempting 
allurements  to  an  exertion  fo  ar¬ 
duous  ?  The  reafonable  hopes  of 
honour  and  emolument  to  juilify 
fo  ferious  a  fpeculation  on  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  the  day  ?  The  fate  of 
thofe  who  have  tried  the  public 
feeling,  will  not  tend  much  to  re¬ 
commend  the  experiment, 

Barry,  ambitious  of  renown  in 
his  art,  and  hopelefs  of  any  op¬ 
portunity  more  favourable  to  his 
purpofe,  propofed  to  adorn  the 
great  room  of  “  the  Society  of 
Arts,”  with  a  feries  of  pidures, 
iilullrative  of  the  progrefs  of  man 
towards  civilization  and  fcience. 
To  complete  this  extenlive  work, 
he  devoted  himfelf  to  poverty  and 
feclulion  for  feven  or  eight  years  ; 
fublifting  on  means  lcarcely  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  fupport  of  nature  in 
the  humbleft  llation  ;  and  by  its 
exhibition  to  the  public,  when 
finifhed,  he  obtained,  as  the  whole 
reward  of  his  labours— five  hun¬ 
dred,  pounds !  !  1 

Nor  did  the  affluence  of  honour® 
compenfate  for  the  penury  of  pro*, 
fit :  notwithflanding  the  zeal,  the 
perfeve  ranee,  and  the  ability, 
which  he  difplayed,  the  modern 
[j  Z)  4]  '  Poly. 
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Polygnotus  *  did  not  receive  the 
thanks  of  his  country  ;  he  had  no 
honourable  refidence  affigned  to 
him  in  the  different  cities  of  the 
empire  ;  he  found  it  difficult  to 
live,  even  on  the  humbleft  fcale  of 
expence,  in  that  city  which  his 
genius  has  fo  much  contributed  to 
adorn,  and  died  at  la£t  the  objedt 
of  a  public  fubfeription. 

It  is  impoffible  for  candour  to 
contemplate,  without  ftrong  feel¬ 
ings  of  admiration,  the  ardour  and 
enthufiafm  of  this  extraordinary- 
man;  who  difdaining  the  merce¬ 
nary  maxims  of  the  world,  break¬ 
ing  from  the  allurements  of  plea- 
lure,  and  the  delufions  of  vanity, 
could  facrifice  every  objeft  of  vul¬ 
gar  ambition  to  the  honourable 
purfuit  of  fame.  It  is  impoffible 
to  view  him,  in  the  face  of  every 
evil  that  could  (hake  a  mind  lefs 
firm,  profecuting  his  work,  as  the 
great  ornament  of  modern  litera¬ 
ture  has  pathetically  defcribed 
himfelf  on  a  fomewhat  fimilar  oc¬ 
casion,  <(  amidft  inconvenience  and 
diftradtion,  in  ficknefs  and  in  for- 
row,”  without  emotions  of  the 
higheft  refpedt  for  an  ambition  fo 
exalted,  an  intrepidity  fo  rare, 
and  a  fpirit  fo  independent,  with¬ 
out  fentiments  of  unavailing  re¬ 
gret,  that  errors  of  eccentricity 
on  his  part  fhould  have  diminilhed 
the  impreffion  of  his  merits ;  and 
that  of  apathy  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  (hould  have  obftru&ed  their 
full  difplay,  and  prevented  their 
juft  remuneration. 

The  merits  and  the  manners  of 


Barry  were  certainly-  little  fuited 
to  the  time,  and  ftill  lefs  to  the 
country  in  which  he  lived.  As  a 
man  he  would  have  been  more  dif- 
tinguiftied  in  the  age  of  Pericles ; 
as  a  painter,  he  would  have  been 
more  efteemed  in  the  age  of  Leo  ; 
in  Greece  he  might  perhaps  have 
been  a  fage,  as  well  as  an  artift ; 
the  leader  of  a  fett  in  philofophy, 
and  the  founder  of  afehool  of  tafte. 
In  England,  he  was  only  an 
oddity,  at  whom  every  body 
ftared,  whom  few  appreciated,  and 
fewer  ftill  underftood. 

In  his  art  and  in  his  manners, 
he  alike  miftook,  or  rather  difre- 
garded,  what  was  effential  to  his 
time  :  in  the  former,  he  followed 
the  Roman  fchool,  when  only  the 
Venetian  was  admired  ;  in  the  lat¬ 
ter,  henegledted  urbanity,  when  ur¬ 
banity  was  neceffary  to  pleafe,  and 
allowed  himfelf  to  be  rough  and  in¬ 
dependent  amongft  thofe,  who  al¬ 
ways  demand  our  refpeft,  and  often 
our  obfeouioufnefs.  He  was  an 
injudicious  trader,  whofe  commo¬ 
dities,  though  good  in  their  kind, 
were  brought  to  the  wrong  market; 
and  though  he  found  out  his  error, 
he  difdained  to  change  his  cargo, 
or  conform  to  the  prejudices  of 
thofe,  whom  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  direct,  and  his  privilege  to 
fupply.  But  whatever  may  have 
been  the  defeats  of  his  perfonal 
character,  his  profeffional  views 
feern  to  have  been  liberal  and  dig¬ 
nified  ;  confiftent  with  his  princi¬ 
ples,  and  his  practice  ;  directed  to 
the  advancement  of  his  art,  and 


*  Polygnotus  having  painted  the  Foecile,  a  famous  portico  at  Athens,  refufed  to 
take  pa}  merit  for  his  work  ;  and,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  genius  and  generofity, 
the  Amphi£tyons  returned  him  thanks,  and  affigned  him  an  honourable  refidence,  at 
the  public  expence,  in  all  the  cities  of  Greece 

the 
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the  glory  of  his  country.  If  his 
ardour  was  inconfiderate,  or  in¬ 
temperate,  it  was  apparently  dif- 
interefted  :  if  he  was  violent  and 
impracticable  with  his  brethren, 
it  was  in  the  honeft  purfuit  of  pub¬ 
lic  objects  ;  objeCts,  which  all  mull 
admit  to  have  been  worthy  of  his 
zeal,  however  they  may  disapprove 
of  the  indifcretion  which  rendered 
it  unfociable  and  abortive, 

NegleCt,  mortification,  and  dif- 
appointment,  wrought  on  Barry 
their  ufual  efFeCts  in  irritable  and 
ambitious  minds,  he  withdrew 
from  the  conteft,  not  defeated,  but 
difgufted  :  he  funk  into  himfelf 
with  an  indignant  feeling  of  Worth 
unregarded  :  a  proud  confcioufnefs 
of  having  meant  well,  and  merited 
better  of  his  country. 

A  prey  to  moody  meditation, 
and  averfe  from  common  inter- 
courfe,  he  became  every  day  more 
unfocial  in  his  habits,  morofe  in 
his  temper,  and  fufpicious  in  his 
imagination.  Like  Rouffeau,  he 
fancied  himfelf  the  objeCt  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  confpiracy  j  the  common 
mark  for  all  the  arrows  of  envy, 
malevolence,  and  injuftice.  Every 
untoward  circumftance  of  his  life, 
from  the  molt  trifling  domeftic  mo. 
leftation  to  the  moft  ferious  diffi¬ 
culties  and  difafters,  he  afcribed  to 
the  unceafing  machinations  of  a 
cabal,  formed  for  his  deflrudion, 
and  combining  all  the  means  of 
mifchief  in  a  courfe  of  unrelenting 
perfection. 

That  the  intradable  coarfenefs 
of  his  manners,  the  open  and  too 
often  outrageous  contempt  which 
he  exprefled  for  the  bufy,  imbecile 
intrigues  of  his  profeflion,  fhould 
have  made  him  enemies  amongft 
them,  is  more  than  probable.  The 
fly,  and  fdfifh  tribe,  who  fpecu- 


late  on  public  mftitutions,  and 
whofe  only  fkill  confifis  in  the 
dexterity  vVith  which  they  can  ex- 
trad  from  them  the  means  of  pri¬ 
vate  advantage,  and  perfonal  in¬ 
fluence  ;  who  meafuring  all  men 
by  their  own  ftandard,  confider 
difinterefted  charaders  only  as 
wholefale  hypocrites,  and  public 
fpirit  as  impofture,  will  always 
view  with  mortal  averfion  thofe 
from  whofe  probity  and  independ¬ 
ence  they  can  hope  neither  for  con¬ 
nivance  nor  co-operation.  But  the 
unremitting  and  fyftematic  malig¬ 
nity  of  which  he  confidered  him¬ 
felf  the  vidim  ;  the  various  fpells 
which  the  necromancy  of  mifchief 
was  hourly  caking  around  him, 
were  the  unhappy  delufions  of  an 
imagination  irritated  by  brooding 
over  real  ills  and  fancied  enmities. 
The  general  profcription,  however, 
in  which  his  undiftinguifhed  re- 
fentment  involved  all  that  is  re- 
fpedable  in  his  profeflion,  can  be 
palliated  or  pardoned,  only  in  con- 
fideration  of  that  mental  malady, 
which  unprincipled  oppofition  firfl 
produced,  and  continued  difap- 
pointment  fubfequently  exafpe- 
rated. 

That  the  manners  and  habits  of 
a  man  who  differed  fo  much  from 
the  fociety  in  which  he  lived, 
fhould,  by  fome,  be  confidered  as 
a  cunning  device,  to  fix  upon  him 
the  public  attention,  is  not  extra¬ 
ordinary,  in  an  age  when  quackery 
has  become  fo  prolific  in  expedi¬ 
ents  of  attraction.  Barry,  how¬ 
ever,  feems  not  to  have  merited 
this  imputation.  Eccentricity  is 
fometimes  a  natural  defeCt  of  ge¬ 
nius,  but  it  is  always  a  vice  of 
affectation  in  thofe  who  are  pre¬ 
tenders  to  that  quality  :  it  is  a 
flaw  that  rhay  be  occafionally  found 
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an  the  fterling  coin,  but  it  is  an 
artificial  mark  imp  refled  upon  the 
counterfeit.  They  who  affed  fin- 
gularity  are,  however,  eafily  dif- 
covered  ;  there  is  a  method  in  their 
madnefs  which  always  proves  it  to 
be  a  {fumed.  He  who  can  reprefs 
his  whims  to  fuit  his  interefts; 
whofe  peculiarities  know  how  to 
refped  feafon  and  circumftance, 
perfon  and  place,  wears  his  eccen¬ 
tricity  as  a  malk,  and  fhould  be 
treated  with  contempt  as  an  im- 
poftor.  But  the  Angularities  of 
Barry  were  not  of  this  character, 
they  were  too  intradable  for  po¬ 
licy,  and  too  lafting  for  affeda- 
tion.  Thofe  marks  mull  be  deep, 
which  neither  intereft  nor  time  can 
obfcure,  or  obliterate.  If  it  was  a 
mafk  which  he  put  on,  it  appears 
never  to  have  been  taken  off;  if 

i 

he  aded  a  part,  he  was  at  leaft 
confident,  and  obferved  the  Hora- 
tian  maxim,  “  fervatur  ad  imum,** 
See. 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  his 
fenfe,  or  his  diferetion,  we  muft 
at  leafl  give  him  credit  for  iin- 
cerity,  who  perfifts  in  his  oddities 
at  the  expence  of  his  interefts ; 
who  is  perverfe  only  to  his  own 
prejudice  ;  and  facrifices  to  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  caprice,  all  the  ordi¬ 
nary  hopes  and  pleafures  of  fo- 
ciety. 

An  affedation  purfued  to  fuch 
ferious  confequences,  the  poet  has 
juftly,  though  ludicroufly,  charae- 
terifed  in  the  following  couplet  : 

Who  hangs  himfelf,  or  beats  his  brains, 
The  devil’s  in  him  if  he  feigns. 

With  pofterity,  Barry  will  find 
more  favour  than  he  experienced 
from  his  contemporaries.  His  cha- 
rader  will  brighten  in  proportion 
as  time  fhall  remove  thofe  flains  of 


perfonal  peculiarity,  which  fo  much 
disfigured  and  obfeured  it.  They 
who  (hall  fee  him  only  in  his 
works,  will  regard  him  as  a  man 
of  genius  and  virtue,  negle&ed  and 
undervalued  in  his  time ;  as  a 
painter,  who  fought  to  revive  the 
heft  aera  of  tafte,  and  afpired  to 
foar  upon  the  nobleft  pinion  of  his 
art  ;  as  a  patriot,  who  ably  vindi¬ 
cated  the  infuhed  charader  of  his 
country,  and  endeavoured  to  roufe 
the  fpirit  of  a  mercenary  age,  to  a 
jufter  eftimation  and  more  liberal 
culture  of  thofe  ftudies,  upon  her 
proficiency  in  which  muft  depend, 
whether  Britain  fhall  be  hereafter 
regarded  as  the  boaft  or  the  Boeotia 
of  the  modern  world. 


Character  of  Opie.  By  the  fame . 

By  the  death  of  Opie,  the  Britifh 
fchool  of  art  has  fuffered  a  lofs, 
which  will  not,  perhaps,  be  readily 
fupplied.  In  whatever  light  we 
confider  him,  whether  as  a  man, 
an  artift,  or  an  academician,  as  a 
painter,  a  writer,  or  a  reafoner, 
there  was  a  charader  of  origina¬ 
lity — a  peculiar  ftrength  about 
him,  which  always  excited,  and 
often  rewarded  attention, 

Burfting  at  once  from  provincial 
feclufion  into  all  the  glare  of  me¬ 
tropolitan  publicity,  he  may  be 
faid  to  have  commenced  his  career 
under  unfavourable  circumftances ; 
for  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  won¬ 
der— was  followed,  for  a  time,  by 
fafhion  and  affedation,  with  pre¬ 
mature  celebrity,  and  left,  at  the 
moment  when  he  began  to  be  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  public  favour,  to  medi j 
tate  upon  its  inftability. 

Prodigies  are  always  over-rated, 

and 
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and  often  ruined,  by  their  injudi¬ 
cious  admirers :  but  Opie  had  too 
anuch  fenfe  to  be  fpoiled  by  flat¬ 
tery,  and  too  much  fpirit  to  be 
depreffed  by  negled  ;  he  converted 
his  leifure  to  his  improvement,  his 
genius  rofe  when  it  was  refcued 
from  the  crowd  ;  and,  though  he 
ceafed  to  be  confidered  as  a  pheno¬ 
menon,  by  flatterers  and  fools,  he 
forced  his  way  to  a  more  rational 
and  durable  reputation,  by  vigor¬ 
ous  efforts  in  the  higher  provinces 
of  his  art;  and  the  fober  eftimate 
ot  tafte  placed  him  in  the  flrft  rank 
of  his  profeffion. 

Emerging  from  an  humble  fphere 
by  his  own  firengtb,  and  uninflu¬ 
enced  by  thofe  predifpofing  impref- 
fions,  which  generally  refulc  from 
the  regular  difcipline  of  the  fa¬ 
culties  according  to  the  forms  of 
fyftematic  inftrudion,  his  mind 
was  damped  with  a  charader  of 
intrepid  curiofity,  of  unyielding 
independence,  from  which,  per¬ 
haps,  his  moll  confpicuous  merits 
were  derived. 

Self-taught  in  every  thing,  he 
took  his  own  road  to  what  he  ac¬ 
quired,  and,  if  it  was  not  always 
the  fhorteft  and  the  befl,  it  occa- 
fionally  offered  to  him  views  of  his 
objed,  which  rarely  prefent  them- 
felves  to  thofe  who  travel  in  the 
beaten  path.  His  art  was  more 
the  refult  of  his  own  obfervation, 
more  independent  of  his  predecef- 
fors,  than  that  of  any  other  artid  of 
his  time.  What  he  poffeffed,  he 
appeared  to  draw  airedly  from 
nature,  feldom  admitting  the  in¬ 
termediate  agency  of  her  edabl idl¬ 
ed  favourites,  and  rrufling  boldly 
to  the  influence  of  his  own  powers. 
In  dired  intercourse  with  her,  he 
was  always  refpedable,  and  often 
excellent ;  but  he  feemed  neither 
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inclined,  nor  qualified,  to  avail 
himself  of  the  labours  of  thofe 
from  whom  he  might  have  learned 
to  unite,  the  tafte  of  feledion  to  the 
power  of  imitation. 

In  fome  parts  of  his  art,  he 
rofe  to  great  eminence :  in  the 
powerful  relief  of  his  objed  he 
may  be  faid  to  vie  with  Rem¬ 
brandt,  Caravaggio,  and  Velaf- 
ques.  Sometimes,  perhaps,  this 
praife  was  obtained  at  the  expence 
of  merits  more  edimable ;  but  in 
charaders  of  age,  and  drong  ex¬ 
predion,  where  vigour  of  effed  is 
peculiarly  appropriate,  he  carried 
it  to  a  degree  of  projedion,  which, 
if  it  has  been  equalled,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  never  been  furpafled. 

In  that  particular  quality  of  co¬ 
louring  called  tone,  he  was  alfo, 
at  one  period  of  his  pradice,  con- 
fpicuoufly  Ikilled;  the  death  of 
James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  and 
fome  of  his  pidures  painted  for 
the  Shakefpeare  Gallery,  difplayed 
a  depth,  and  richnefs  of  hue,  which 
are  not  always  to  be  found  in  his 
fubfequent  works.  The  deft  re  of 
frelhnefs,  and  purity  of  tint,  much 
influenced  his  pencil  in  the  latter 
period  of  his  life,  and  fometimes 
occafioned  a  crude  and  chalky  ef¬ 
fed  of  colouring,  which  impaired 
the  general  impreflion  of  his  me¬ 
rits. 

His  manner  was  broad,  bold, 
and  original ;  purfuing  truth  with¬ 
out  prejudice,  but  generally  with¬ 
out  choice  ;  faithful,  but  not  mi¬ 
nute  in  imitation  ;  always  forcible 
in  effed,  but  often  feeble  in  de- 
fign. 

As  a  man,  he  was  refpedable, 
and  refpeded ;  rather  unprepoffef- 
fing  in  his  appearance,  but  highly 
interefting  in  his  mind.  Of  a  free 
and  independent  fpirit  ;  eafy, 

though 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  isoy. 


though  not  pblifhed,  in  his  deport- 
Bient  :  advancing  his  claims  with¬ 
out  arrogance,  and  recommending 
them  without  fervility.  With  a 
dignified  difdain  of  artifice,  he  re¬ 
filled  to  trick  himfelf  out  in  the 
airs  of  eccentricity  ;  or  to  prop  up 
his  reputation  by  the  common  re- 
fources  of  the  coxcomb  and  the 
quack.  No  man  ever  had  lefs  of 
the  aftor  in  his  manners,  or  the 
impoftor  in  his  art. 

He  contended  with  his  rivals  in 
open,  honourable  warfare;  fought 
no  unfair  advantage ;  planned  no 
manoeuvres  of  policy  or  furprife 
upon  his  competitors ;  employed 
no  ftage  trick  to  catch  the  public 
attention,  and  make  himfelf  the 
principal  figure  in  the  fcene.  The 
notice,  which  his  pencil  could  not 
command,  he  fcorned  to  procure 
by  any  other  means;  and  no  artift 
of  his  time  can  boad  a  reputation 
more  legitimately  edablifiied,  or 
lefs  indebted  to  policy,  to  party, 
or  intrigue. 

A  fhort  time  before  his  death 
lie  was  appointed  to  the  profefTor’s 
chair  of  painting,  in  the  Royal 
Academy;  and,  if  he  had  lived  to 
digeft  and  complete  his  courfe  of 
left u res  in  that  edablilhment,  his 
profelfion  would  have  derived  in- 
druftion  and  delight  from  his  un- 
hefitating  boldnefs  of  invediga- 
tion,  his  originality  of  remark, 
and  ingenuity  of  argument.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  cha rafters 
which  are  to  be  met  with  in  fo- 
eiety,  who  fee  with  their  own 
eyes,  and  hear  with  their  own 
cars.  Untutored  in  the  awe  of 
authority,  a  name  had  no  influence 
upon  him  when  oppofed  to  an  ar¬ 
gument.  He  was  no  venerator  of 
time,  nor  refpefter  of  prejudice  ; 
he  was  an  original  thinker,  whofe 


mind  ruftied  fearlefsly  forward  in 
fearch  of  truth,  wherever  it  feemed 
likely  to  be  found  ;  and  if  the 
peculiarity  of  his  opinions  fome- 
times  excited  furprife,  and  pro¬ 
voked  oppofition,  the  ingenuity 
with  which  they  were  maintained, 
feldom  failed  to  fhow  great  vigour 
of  thought,  and  fingular  acutenefs 
of  obfervation. 

Thofe  who  lived  in  habits  of 
intimacy  with  Opie,  will  cherifh 
his  memory  with  kindnefs ;  they 
will  look  back  with  pleafure  to 
thofe  hours  that  were  cheared  by 
his  pleafantry,  or  enlightened  by 
his  information.  As  a  companion 
he  was  recommended  by  good  fpi- 
rits,  good  fenfe,  and  good  temper ; 
and  if  his  converfation  was  not 
always  brilliant,  or  inftruftive,  it 
was  almoft  always  ftimulating  and 
agreeable  ;  rarely  trite,  even  when 
mod  trifling  ;  never  degraded  to 
common-place  infipidity,  nor  ma¬ 
lignant,  even  when  mod  fevere. 
When  he  became  familiar,  and 
found  himfelf  at  his  eafe,  his  hu¬ 
mour  frequently  kindled  into  wit  ; 
and  though  he  was  as  fond  of  de¬ 
putation,  as  he  was  forcible  in  ar¬ 
gument,  he  feemed  always  as  will¬ 
ing  to  fport  with  the  playful,  as 
to  fpeculate  with  the  profound. 

He  was  a  rough  gem  of  genius, 
which  when  rubbed  in  the  colli- 
fion  of  life,  always  brightened 
into  ludre,  and  betrayed  its  inter¬ 
nal  richnefs  through  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  partial  incrudation. 


Sketch  ef  Mr.  Romney’s  Trofejfiotial 
Charader ,  [by  G.  Flaxman, 
Bf^.J  from  the  Life  of  Romney. 
By  W.  Hayley,  Efy» 

According 
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According  to  the  maxim,  that 
®*  every  painter  paints  himfelf,’* 
each  picture  prefents  in  fome  mea- 
fure  a  tranfcript  of  its  author’s 
merits  and  defers.  The  judici¬ 
ous  eye  will  eafily  difcern  whether 
the  work  was  produced  with  fenfi- 
hility,  or  want  of  feeling ;  the 
choice  and  treatment  of  the  fubjedl 
will  difcover  whether  his  mind 
was  elevated  or  low,  as  the  de¬ 
tail  of  parts  will  explain  in  what 
branches  of  knowledge  he  was 
ikilled  or  deficient,  to  what  extent 
he  had  chofen  and  analyfed  the 
beauties  of  nature,  and  finally 
whether  the  work  was  accom¬ 
pli  filed  by  painful  patient  labour, 
or  flowed  with  eafe  and  rapidity, 
which  increafed  the  delight  and 
exultation  of  the  progrefs.  Thefe 
chara&eriftics  may  be  as  eafily 
traced  in  the  works  of  Romney, 
as  in  thofe  of  any  artift  that 
ever  exifted.  Modefl  in  his  opini¬ 
on  of  his  own  talents,  he  prac¬ 
ticed  no  tricks  or  deception  to 
obtain  popularity ;  but  as  he 
loved  his  art  fervently,  he  prac- 
tifed  it  honeftlv,  with  indefati¬ 
gable  ffudy  and  application.  The 
circumftances  of  his  early  life 
deemed  wholly  unpropitious  to  the 
ffudy  of  painting.  His  fchool 
education  was  brief  and  common, 
as  he  was  brought  up  to  the 
bufinefs  of  a  cabinet-maker.  Yec 
thefe  obftacles,  great  and  infur- 
mountable  as  they  would  have 
been  to  many,  were  by  him  con¬ 
verted  into  fo  many  ffeps  in  the 
afcent  to  excellence.  If  his  me¬ 
mory  was  not  much  exercifed  in 
learning  words  at  fchool,  fome  of 
his  other  faculties  were  not  idle. 
His  contemplative  mind  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  obferving  carefully,  in¬ 
quiring  minutely  into,  and  reflect* 
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ing  continually  on,  the  objects 
around  him,  and  thus  by  com¬ 
paring  and  adding  the  refults  of 
his  own  obfervation,  with  the  lit¬ 
tle  he  was  taught,  he  gained  per¬ 
haps  as  much  ufeful  knowledge  as 
is  commonly  acquired,  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  way,  with  greater  afliftance 
from  books  and  matters.  His  em¬ 
ployment  of  cabinet-making,  which, 
to  a  common  obferver,  would  feerrs 
little  better  than  an  ingenious  me- 

O 

chanical  drudgery,  led  his  inq.ui- 
fitive  mind  to  contemplate  the 
principles  of  mathematical  fcience, 
and  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the 
elements  of  architecture.  When 
he  firft  began  to  paint,  he  had  feen 
no  gallery  of  pictures,  nor  the  fine 
productions  of  ancient  fculpture  j 
but  men,  women,  and  children, 
were  his  ftatues,  and  all  objects 
under  the  cope  of  heaven,  formed 
his  fchool  of  painting.  The  rain¬ 
bow,  the  purple  difiance,  or  the 
filver  lake,  taught  him  colouring  ; 
the  various  aCtions  and  paffions  of 
the  human  figure,  with  the  forms 
of  clouds,  woods,  mountains,  or 
valleys,  afforded  him  fiudies  of 
compofition.  Indeed,  his  genius 
bore  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  the 
fcenes  he  was  born  in ;  like  them, 
it  partook  of  the  grand  and  beauti¬ 
ful  ;  and  like  them  alfo,  the  bright 
fun-fiiine  and  enchanting  profpe&s 
of  his  fancy  were  occafionaily 
overfpread  with  miff  and  gloom. 
Among  his  early  productions,  two 
very  oppofite  fubjeCts  proved  the 
verfatility  of  his  talents.  The 
comic  arrival  of  Dr.  Slop  at  Shan¬ 
dy-hall,  was  one;  the  other  was 
the  death  of  General  Wolfe,  paint¬ 
ed  the  fize  of  life,  univerfally  ad¬ 
mired  for  its  fentiment  and  nature 
by  crowds  of  fpeCtators  at  the  firff 
exhibition  in  the  Strand,  On  his 

arrival 
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arrival  in  Italy,  he  was  witnefs  to 
new  fcenes  of  art,  and  fources  of 
ftudy,  of  which  he  could  only  have 
fuppofed  previoufiy,  that  fome- 
thing  of  the  kind  mull  exift  ;  for 
he  there  contemplated  the  purity 
and  perfection  of  ancient  fculpture, 
the  fublimity  of  Michael  Angelo’s 
Siftine  Chapel,  and  the  fimplicity 
of  Cimabue’s  and  Giotto’s  Schools. 
He  perceived  thefe  qualities  cif- 
tinCUy,  and  judicioufly  ufed  them 
In  viewing  and  imitating  nature  ; 
and  thus  his  quick  perception  and 
unwearied  application  enabled  him, 
by  a  two  years’  refidence  abroad, 
to  acquire  as  great  a  proficiency  in 
art,  as  is  ufually  attained  by  fo¬ 
reign  {Indies  of  much  longer  dura¬ 
tion.  After  his  return,  the  novel, 
ty  and  fentiment  of  his  original 
fubjeCts  were  univerfally  admired. 
Moll  of  thefe  were  of  the  delicate 
clafs,  and  each  had  its  peculiar 
charadcr.  Titania  with  her  Indi¬ 
an  votarefs  was  arch  and  fprightly ; 
Milton  dictating  to  his  daughters, 
was  folemn  and  interelling.  Seve¬ 
ral  pictures  of  Wood  Nymphs  and 
Bacchants,  charmed  by  their  rural 
beauty,  innocence,  and  fimplicity. 
From  the  Triumphs  of  Temper,  he 
painted  feveral  pictures  of  Serena, 
all  beautiful  in  idea,  and  ftriking 
in  fituation.  But  the  moil  pathetic, 
perhaps,  of  all  his  works,  was 
never  finifhed  ;  Ophelia,  with  the 
flowers  the  had  gathered  in  her 
hand,  fitting  on  the  branch  of  a 
tree,  which  was  breaking  under 
her,  whilft  the  melancholy  diffrac¬ 
tion  vifible  in  her  lovely  counte¬ 
nance,  accounts  for  the  infenfibility 
to  her  danger.  Few  painters  have 
left  fo  many  examples  in  their 
works  of  the  tender  and  delicate 
aflfedtions,  and  feveral  of  his  pic¬ 
tures  breathe  a  kindred  fpirit  with 


the  Sigifmonda  of  Corregio.  His 
cartoons,  fome  of  which  have  un¬ 
fortunately  perifhed,  were  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  fublime  and  terrible,  at 
that  time  perfectly  new  in  Englifh 
art.  The  dream  of  AtofTa,  from 
the  Perfiansof  HTchylus,  contrafted 
the  death. like  fleep  of  the  Queen, 
with  the  Bacchanalian  fury  of  the 
Genius  of  Greece.  The  compofi- 
tion  was  conducted  with  the  fire 
and  feverity  of  a  Greek  bas-relief ; 
the  ghoft  of  Darius,  with  the  Per- 
fians  proftrated  before  him,  awed 
the  fpedtator  by  grandeur  and 
myflery.  As  Romney  was  gifted 
with  peculiar  powers  for  hiftorical 
and  ideal  painting,  fo  his  heart  and 
foul  were  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of 
it,  whenever  he  could  extricate 
himfelf  from  the  importunate  bufi- 
nefs  of  portrait-painting.  It  was 
his  delight  by  day,  and  lludy  by 
night  ;  and  for  this  his  food  and 
reit  were  often  negledted*  In 
trying  to  attain  excellence  in  his  art, 
his  diligence  was  as  unceafing,  as 
his  gratification  in  theemployment. 
He  endeavoured  to  combine  all  the 
pofiible  advantages  of  the  fubjedt 
immediately  before  him,  and  to 
exclude  whatever  had  a  tendency 
to  weaken  it.  His  compofitions, 
like  thofe  of  the  ancient  pictures, 
and  baflb-relievos,  told  their  ftory 
by  a  fingle  group  of  figures  in  the 
front,  whilft  the  back  ground  is 
made  the  fimpleft  pofiible,  rejecting 
all  unneceffary  epifode,  and  trivial 
ornament,  either  of  fecondary 
groups,  or  architectural  fubdivifion. 
In  his  compofitions,  the  beholder 
was  forcibly  (truck  by  the  fenti¬ 
ment  at  the  firft  glance,  the  grada¬ 
tions  and  varieties  of  which  he 
traced  through  feveral  characters, 
all  conceived  in  an  elevated  fpirit 
of  dignity  and  beauty,  with  a 
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lively  expreflion  of  nature  in  all 
the  parts.  His  heads  were  various : 
the  male  were  decided  and  grand  ; 
the  female  lovely  i  his  figures  re- 
fembled  the  antique  j  the  limbs 
were  elegant,  and  finely  formed  ; 
his  drapery  was  well  underflood, 
either  forming  the  figure  into  a 
tnafs,  with  one  or  two  deep  folds 
only,  or  by  its  adhefion  and  tranf- 
parency,  difcovering  the  form  of 
the  fio-ure,  the  lines  of  which  were 
finely  varied  with  the  union  or 
expanfion  of  fpiral  or  cafcade  folds, 
compofmg  with,  or  contrafling  the 
outline  or  chiaro-ofcuro ;  he  was 
fo  paffionately  fond  of  Grecian 
fculpture,  that  he  had  filled  his 
iludy  and  galleries  with  fine  calls 
from  the  mofl  perfect  flatues, 
groups,  baffo- relievos,  and  bulls 
of  antiquity :  he  would  fit  and 
confider  thefe  in  profound  filence 
by  the  hour  ;  and  befides  the  flu- 
dies  in  drawing  or  painting  he 
made  from  them,  he  would  ex¬ 
amine  them  under  all  the  changes 
of  fun-fhine  and  day-light ;  and 
with  lamps  prepared  on  purpofe  at 
night,  he  would  try  their  effeCts, 
lighted  from  above,  beneath,  and 
in  all  directions,  with  rapturous 
admiration.  No  one  could  be 
more  modefl  concerning  himfelf ; 
feldom  fpeaking  of  any  thing  he 
did,  and  never  in  reference  to 
its  merits.  But  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  liberal  refpeCting  others, 
rarely  finding  faults  in  the  works 
of  his  contemporaries,  and  giving 
cordial  praife  wherever  he  faw  ex¬ 
cellence.  An  inflance  of  his  con¬ 
duct  relating  to  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds  deferves  to  be  mentioned. 
Being  prefent  when  fome  intimate 
friends  were  delivering  their  opini¬ 
ons  on  Sir  Jofhua’s  picture  of 
Hercules  firangling  the  ferpents, 
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painted  for  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffta,— - 
u  Gentlemen,  (faid  he)  I  have 
lillened  to  all  you  have  faid  ;  fome 
obfervations  are  true,  and  fome  are 
nonfenfe ;  but  no  other  man  in 
Europe  could  paint  fuch  a  picture.'* 
A  peculiar  fhynefs  of  difpofition 
kept  him  from  all  affociation  with 
public  bodies,  and  led  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  his  ftudies  in  retirement 
and  folitude,  which,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  encouraged  habits  of 
great  temperance,  allowed  him  the 
more  leifure  for  obfervation,  re¬ 
flection,  and  trying  his  fkiil  in 
other  arts,  connected  with  his 
own.  And  indeed  few  artifts, 

flnce  the  fifteenth  century,  have 
been  able  to  do  fo  much  in 
fo  many  different  branches  ;  for 
befides  his  beautiful  compofitions 
and  pictures,  which  have  added  to 
the  knowledge  and  celebrity  of 
the  Englifh  fchool,  he  modelled 
like  a  fculptor,  carved  ornaments 
in  wood  with  great  delicacy,  and 
could  make  an  architectural  defign 
in  a  fine  talle,  as  well  as  con- 
ftruCt  every  part  of  the  building. 
Although  his  fhynefs  confined  him 
to  a  few  intimates,  he  was  abun¬ 
dantly  affectionate  and  gracious 
to  them,  of  which  the  following 
inflance  (hall  fpeak  for  the  reft. 
He  was  particularly  delighted  with 
youthful  talents,  and  never  ne¬ 
glected  an  opportunity  of  encou- 
raging  and  recommending  them. 
Once  he  endeavoured  to  prefs  two 
hundred  pounds  on  a  young  man 
going  abroad  to  ftudy,  who  was 
not  in  affluent  circumftances ;  and 
on  the  money  being  refufed,  he 
exerted  himfelf  by  recommendation 
-and  every  means  in  his  power, 
until  he  a&ually  did  render  him 
much  more  important  fer vices. 

Sketch 
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Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Charadier  of 

the  Rev,  John  Whitaker,  hj  the 

Rev,  R.  Polwhele. 

Truro ,  Nov.  5. 

On  Sunday,  the  30th  tilt,  died 
at  his  redory  of  Ruan-Langhorne, 
near  Tregony,  Cornwall,  that  great 
and  good  man,  the  Rev.  J.  Whi¬ 
taker.  He  was  born  at  Manchefter, 
about  1735.  He  went  early  to 
Oxford ;  where  he  was  elected 
fellow  of  C.  C.  C,  and  where  he 
difcovered  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
thofe  fine  originalities,  thofe  pecu¬ 
liarities  of  mind,  which  afterwards 
fo  ftrongly  marked  him  as  an  au¬ 
thor  and  as  a  man.  He  took  the 
degree  of  M./\.  1759;  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  B.D.  1767.  His  uncom¬ 
mon  vigour  of  intellect  at  once 
difplayed  itfelf  among  his  acquaint¬ 
ance;  but,  whilft  his  animated 
converfation  drew  many  around 
him,  a  few  were  repelled  from  the 
circle  by  his  impatience  of  contra¬ 
diction,  (a  failing  which  almoft  al¬ 
ways  accompanies  powers  like  his) 
and  by  the  confcioufnefs,  it  fhould 
feem,  of  their  own  inferiority. 
The  character  of  his  genius  was, 
however,  foon  decided  in  literary 
compofition.  In  1771,  Mr.  W. 
publifned  the  firft  volume  of  his 
“  Hiftory  of  Manchefter, ”  in  quar¬ 
to  ;  a  work  which,  for  acutenefs  of 
refearch,  bold  imagination,  inde¬ 
pendent  fentiment,  and  correCt  in¬ 
formation,  has  fcarcely  its  parallel 
in  the  literature  of  this  country. 
Nor  does  its  compofition  lefs  merit 
our  applaufe,  whether  we  have  ref- 
peCt  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
materials,  the  ftyle,  or  the  language. 
In  fome  paffages  there  is  “  fu- 
preme  elegance/’  in  others,  a  mag¬ 
nificence  of  thought,  a  force  of 
expreflion,  a  glow  of  didion,  truly 


aftpnifhing.  The  introduction  of 
Chrifti anity  into  this  ifland,  in 
particular,  is  uncommonly  beauti¬ 
ful.  With  regard  to  the  general 
fubjed  of  the  i(  Manchefter,’9 
Mr.  W.  was  the  firft  writer  who 
could  fo  light  up  the  region  of 
antiquarianifm  as  to  diffipate  its 
obfcurity,  even  to  ordinary  fpec- 
tators ;  his  u  Manchefter”  being 
perhaps  the  book  in  which  the 
truth  of  our  ifland  hiftory  has 
been  beft  elucidated  by  the  hand  of 
a  mafter.  It  is  rather  fingular 
that  this  work  was,  in  the  order 
of  merit  as  well  as  time,  the  firft 
of  Mr.  Whitaker’s  publications. 
In  proportion  as  our  author  advan¬ 
ced  in  life,  his  imagination  feems, 
by  a  ftrange  inverfion  of  what  is 
charade riftic  of  our  nature,  to  have 
gained  an  afcendancy  over  his 
judgment ;  and  we  fhail  perceive 
more  of  fancy  and  of  pafiion,  of 
conjedure  and  hypothefis,  in  fome 
of  his  fubfequent  produdions,  than 
of  juft  opinion,  or  deliberate  in« 
veftigation.  Mr.  Whitaker’s 
((  Genuine  Hiftory  of  the  Britons 
aftferted,”  an  oCtavo  volume,  pub<* 
lifhed  in  1772,  may  be  accepted  as 
a  fequel  to  i(  Manchefter/’  It 
contains  a  complete  refutation  of 
ic  the  unhappy  Macpherfon  /* 
whofe  “  Introdudion  to  the  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland” 
is  full  of  palpable  miftakes  and 
mifreprefentations.  In  1773  we 
find  Mr.  W.  the  morning  preacher 
at  Berkeley  Chapel ;  to  which 
office  he  had  been  appointed  in 
November  by  a  Mr.  Hughes; 
but  in  lefs  than  two  months  was 
removed  from  that  fituation.  This 
gave  occafion  to  (i  The  cafe  be-* 
tween  Mr.  W.  and  Mr.  Hughes, 
relative  to  the  morning  preacher- 
fhinof  Berkeley  Chapel in  which 

Mr. 


*3 


CHARACTERS. 


Mr.  W.  relates  fome  remarkable 
particulars,  and  declares  himfelf 
“  unalterably  determined  to  carry 
the  matter  into  Weftminfter-Hall.” 
And  we  may  be  allured,  that  he 
ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  bring  his 
determination  into  adion.  But 
the  fervour  of  his  refen  t  men  t  threw 
him  off  his  guard ;  and  he  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  fo  indifcreetly,  that 
his  ts  Cafe’’  was  confidered  as  a 
libel  by  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench.  During  his  relidence  in 
London,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
converfing  with  feveral  of  our  moft 
celebrated  writers;  among  whom 
were  the  author  of  the  “Ramb¬ 
ler,”  and  the  hiftorian  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire.  It  does  not  appear, 
indeed,  that  Johnfon  was  much 
attached  to  Whitaker.  Equally 
ftrong  in  underftanding,  equally 
tenacious  of  opinion,  and  equally 
impaflioned  in  converfation,  it  is 
not  probable  that  they  fhould  ami¬ 
cably  coalefce  on  all  occafions. 
In  the  Offianic  controverfy,  they 
were  decidedly  hoftile.  With  Gib¬ 
bon,  Mr.  W.  was  well  acquainted  ; 
and  the  MS.  of  the  firft  volume  of 
“  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire5*  was  fubmitted  to 
Mr.  Whitaker’s  infpedion.  But 
what  was  his  furprife,  when,  as  he 
read  the  fame  volume  in  print,  that 
chapter,  which  has  been  fo  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  Chriftian  world,  was 
then  firft.  introduced  to  his  notice! 
That  chapter  Gibbon  had  fuppreff- 
ed  in  the  MS.  overawed  by  Mr. 
Whitaker’s  high  character,  and 
afraid  of  his  cenfure.  And  in 
fad,  that  the  feeble  Deift  fhould 
have  fhrunk  from  his  indignant 
eye,  may  well  be  conceived,  when 
we  fee  his  Chriftian  principle  and 
his  manly  fpirit  uniting  in  the 
rejedion  of  a  living  of  confider- 
Voj..  LJ.  or  Vol,  IX,  New  S 


able  value,  which  was  at  this 
time  offered  him  by  an  Unitarian 
patron  !  He  fpurned  at  the  temp¬ 
tation,  and  pitied  the  feducer  !  Of 
his  integrity,  however,  fome  re- 
compenee  was  now  at  hand  ;  and, 
about  the  year  177 8,  he  fucceeded, 
as  fellow  of  Corpus  Chrifti  Col¬ 
lege,  to  the  redory  of  Ruan-Lany- 
horne,  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
livings  in  the  gift  of  that  college  ; 
and  into  Cornwall  he  went,  to  re- 
fide  on  his  redory.  There,  it 
might  have  been  expeded,  that  re¬ 
tirement  and  leifure  would  greatly 
favour  the  purfuits  of  literature, 
and  that,  though  “  The  Conver- 
fer”  (to  ufe  an  expreflion  of  Mr. 
W.)  had  difappeared,  the  author 
would  break  forth  with  new  ener¬ 
gies.  But  Ruan-Lanyhorne  was, 
for  feveral  years,  no  tranquil  feat 
of  the  rrtufes.  That  pleafant  fe¬ 
el  ufi  on  was  now  the  feene  of  con- 
teft,  but  of  conteft  which,  (in 
the  opinion  of  the  writer  of  this 
memoir,)  was  abfolutely  unavoid¬ 
able.  Mr.  W.  had  propofed  a 
tythe  compofition  with  his  parifh- 
ioners,  by  no  means  unreafonable. 
This  they  refufed  to  pay  ;  but 
Mr.  W.  was  fteady  to  his  pur- 
pofe.  A  rupture  enfued  between 
the  parties ;  the  tithes  were  de¬ 
manded  in  kind,  difputes  arofe 
upon  difputes ;  animofities  were 
kindled;  and  litigations  took 
place.  That  Mr.  W.  was  finally 
vidorious,  afforded  pleafure  to  rhe 
friends  of  the  redor,  and  to  the 
friends  of  juftice  and  truth;  yet 
it  was  long  before  harmony  was 
reftored  to  Ruan  Lanyhorne.  That 
his  literary  fchemes  had  been  fo 
fadly  interrupted,  was  the  fubjed 
of  general  regret.  But  the  cow- 
feientious  paftor  looked  with  a 
deeper  concern  to  the  fpiritual 
ryes.  [3  £  ]  welfare 
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welfare  of  his  parifhioners.  lie 
faw  with  forrow  their  averfion  to 
his  preaching ;  their  indifference 
to  his  inftrudions  ;  their  repug¬ 
nance  to  his  authority  ;  and  “  he 
laboured  more  abundantly  ;**  till, 
after  a  few  years,  he  had  the  fatif- 
fadion  to  perceive  a  vifible  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  behaviour  of  the 
principal  parifhioners  ;  and  a  mu¬ 
tual  good  undemanding  was  eftab- 
lifhed  between  the  paftor  and  his 
flock.  His  cordial,  his  familiar 
manner,  indeed,  was  always  pleaf- 
ing  to  thofe  whom  prejudice  had 
not  armed  againft  him  ;  and  in 
proportion  as  they  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  kind  difpoft- 
tion,  the  tranfitorinefs  of  his  re- 
fentments,  and,  after  injuries,  his 
promptnefs  to  forgive,  and  anx¬ 
ious  wifh  to  be  forgiven  ;  they 
endeavoured  more  and  more  to 
cultivate  his  friendfhip,  and  at 
length  loved  and  revered  him  as 
their  father.  Nothing  can  more 
fully  difplay  the  warmth  of  his 
affedions,  his  zeal  as  a  minifter  of 
Chrift,  or  his  impaflioned  ftyle  of 
eloquence,  than  the  “  Sermons 
upon  Death,  Judgment,  Heaven, 
and  Hell,**  which  he  publifhed  in 
1783  ;  after  having  preached  thefe 
to  his  parifhioners,  we  doubt  not 
with  a  voice  and  manner  to  pene¬ 
trate  the  confluence,  and  ftrike 
conviction  into  the  foul,  to 
awaken  the  tears  of  penitence, 
and  elevate  the  hopes  of  the 
Chriflian  to  the  abodes  of  immor¬ 
tality.  That  he  fhouid  have  pub- 
lifhed  fo  little  in  the  line  of  his 
profeflian  is,  perhaps,  to  be  regret- 
red  ;  though  his  Origin  of  Arian- 
ifm"*  be  a  large  volume,  it  is  a 
controverfial  trad.,  full  of  erudition 
and  ingenious  argumentation.  We 
have  read  no  other  work  of  Mr. 


W.  in  divinity,  except  (i  The  Real 
Origin  of  Government**  (expand¬ 
ed  into  a  confiderabie  treatife,  from 
a  fermon  which  he  had  preached 
before  Bifhop  Buller,  at  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  primary  vifitation),  and 
“  The  Introdudion  to  Flindell’s 
Bible. ”  This  has  been  much  ad¬ 
mired  as  a  mafterly  piece  of  elo¬ 
quence.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Antiquary  was  not  at  reft.  His 
ts  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,5*  publifh¬ 
ed  in  1787,  in  three  odavo  vo¬ 
lumes,  his  “  Courfe  of  Hannibal 
over  the  Alps  defended,  1794.** 

2 vols.  8vo.  ii  The  Real  Origin  of 
Government,  1795’*  8vo.  a  very 
lingular  pamphlet.  t(  The  Origin 
of  Arianifm  his  ((  Ancient  Ca¬ 
thedral  of  Cornwall  ;**  his  “  Sup¬ 
plement  to  Mr.  Polwhele’s  Anti¬ 
quities  of  Cornwall ;**  his  (i  Lon¬ 
don,**  and  his  “  Oxford’*  (both 
as  yet  in  MS.)  furnifh  good 
evidence  of  an  imagination  con¬ 
tinually  occupied  in  purfuits  which 
kindled  up  its  brighrefl  flame, 
though  not  always  of  that  judg¬ 
ment,  difcretion,  or  candour, 
which,  if  human  charaders  had 
been  ever  perfed,  we  fhouid  have 
expeded  from  a  Whitaker.  In 
criticifm,  however,  (where,  writing 
anonymoufly,  he  would  probably 
have  written  as  temper  or  caprice 
fuggefted)  we  find  him,  for  the 
moft  part,  candid  and  good  na- 
tured  ;  not  lavifh  of  cenfure,  nor 
yet  fparing  of  applaufe  ;  and  afford¬ 
ing  us,  in  numerous  inflances,  the 
moft  agreeable  proofs  of  genuine 
benevolence.  Even  in  the  inftance 
of  Gibbon,  where  he  has  been 
thought  fevere  beyond  all  former 
example,  we  have  a  large  mixture 
of  the  fweet  with  bitternefs.  It 
was  the  critique  on  Gibbon  that 
•contributed  greatly  to  the  reputa¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  .**  The  Englifh  Review, ” 
in  which  Mr.  W.  was  the  author 
of  many  valuable  articles.  To  his 
pen  alfo  (t  The  Britith  Critic”  and 
i(  The  Antijacobin  Review”  were 
indebted  for  various  pieces  of  criti- 
cifm.  But  the  ftrength  of  his 
principles  is  no  where  more  appa¬ 
rent  than  in  thofe  articles  where  he 
comes  forward,  armed  with  the 
panoply  of  truth,  in  defence  of  our 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  conftitution. 
It  was  there  he  ftruck  his  adver- 
faries  with  confirmation,  and  we 
beheld  the  hoft  of  jacobins  fhrink- 
ing  away  from  before  his  face, 
and  creeping  into  their  caverns  of 
darknefs.  But  we  are  here,  per¬ 
haps,  betrayed  into  exprefiions  too 
violent  for  plain  profe,  which  re¬ 
minds  us  of  another  part  of  our 
friend’s  literary  charader — we 
mean  his  poetical  talent.  That 
he  contributed  fome  fine  pieces  of 
poetry  to  u  The  Cornwall  and 
Devon  Poets,”  is  well  known. 
Thefe  were  published  in  two  fmall 
octavo  volumes  ;  and  the  editor 
has  in  his  pofleflion  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  good  verfe,  by  Mr. 
Whitaker,  to  fill  forty  or  fifty 
pages  of  a  third  volume,  now  in 
contemplation.  We  have  thus 
(with  rapid  glances,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  too  defultory  to  be  perfectly 
fatisfadory  to  ourfelves)  reviewed 
the  produdions  of  our  old  and 
valued  friend;  and  hailed  him  in 
the  feveral  departments  of  the 
hiftorian,  the  theojogift,  the  critic, 
the  politician,  and  the  poet.  Ver- 
fatility,  like  Whitaker’s,  is,  in 
truth,  of  rare  occurrence;  but  ftill 
more  rare  is  the  fplendour  of  origi¬ 
nal  genius,  exhibited  in  walks  fo 
various.  Not  that  Mr.  W.  was 
equally  happy  in  them  all.  His 
cha r asfle rift ic  traits  as  a  writer 


were,  acute  difcernment,  and  velo¬ 
city  of  ideas  which  acquired  new 
force  in  compofttion,  and  a  power 
of  combining  images  in  a  manner 
peculiarly  ftriking,  and  of  flinging 
on  every  topic  of  difcullion  the 
ftrongeft  illuftration.  With  little 
fcruple,  therefore,  we  hazard  an 
opinion,  that  though  his  chief  ex¬ 
cellence  be  recognized  in  antiqua¬ 
rian  refearch,  he  would  have  rifen 
to  higher  eminence  as  a  poet,  had 
he  cultivated  in  early  youth  the 
favour  of  the  mufes.  Be  this* 
however,  as  it  may ;  there  are 
none  who  will  deem  us  extrava¬ 
gant  in  pronouncing,  that  Mr.  Wv 
was  “  a  great”  literary  charader. 
That  he  was  “  good”  as  well  as 
great,  would  fufiiciently  appear  in 
the  recolledion  of  any  period  of 
his  life;  whether  we  faw  him 
abandoning  preferment  from  princi¬ 
ple,  and  heard  him  “  reafoning  of 
righteoufnefs  and  judgment  to 
come,”  until  a  Gibbon  trembled  ; 
or  whether,  among  ft  his  parifti- 
ioners,  we  witnefftd  his  unaffected 
earneftnefs  of  preaching,  his  humi¬ 
lity  in  converfing  with  the  poor 
cottagers,  his  fmcerity  in  affifting 
them  with  advice,  his  tendernefs 
in  offering  them  confolation,  and 
his  charity  in  relieving  their  dif- 
treffes.  It  is  true,  to  the  fame 
warmth  of  temper,  together  with 
a  fenfe  of  good  intentions,  we  muft 
attribute  an  irritability  at  times 
deftrudive  of  focial  comfort,  an 
impetuoufnefs  that  brooked  not 
oppofition,  and  bore  down  all  be¬ 
fore  it.  This  precipitation  was 
in  part  alfo  to  be  traced  to  his  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  world  ;  to  his  fim- 
plicity  in  believing  others  like 
himfelf — precifely  what  they  feepn- 
ed  to  be  ;  and,  on  the  detedion  of 
his  error,  his  anger  at  diffimula- 
[3  £  2  j  tion 
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tion  or  hypocrify.  Rut  his  genera! 
good  humour,  his  hofpitality,  and 
his  convivial  pleafantry,  were 
furely  enough  -to  atone  for  thofe 
fudden  burfts  of  paffion,  thofe  flalh*- 
es  which  betrayed  his  u  human 
frailty,*’  but  ftili  argued  genius. 
And  they  who  knew  (i  how  fear¬ 
fully  and  wonderfully  he  was 
made,**  could  hear  from  a  Whita¬ 
ker  what  they  would  not  fo  well 
have  tolerated  in  another.  In  his 
family,  Mr.  W.  was  uniformly 
regular  ;  nor  did  he  fuller,  at  any 
time,  his  literary  cares  to  trench 
on  his  domeftic  duties.  The  lofs 
of  fuch  a  man  mull  be  deemed, 
as  it  were,  a  chafm  both  in  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  life.  Rut,  for  the 
latter,  we  may  truly  fay,  that  if 
ever  wife  had  caufe  to  lament 
the  kind  and  faithful  hulband,  or 
children*  the  affectionate  parent. 
Or  fervants  the  moll  indulgent 
mailer,  the  family  at  Ruan  Lany- 
home  mull  feel  their  lofs  irrepara¬ 
ble +.  That  he  Ihould  have  lived 
to  the  age  of  73,  is  rather  to  be 
wondered.  For,  ftrong  as  was  his 
bodily  conftitution,  his  mind,  ever 
active  and  reillefs,  mull  have  worn 
out  (we  Ihould  have  prefumed) 
even  that  athletic  frame,  long 
before  the  period  affigned  to  man’s 
exiftence*  Amidli  his  ardent  and 
indefatigable  refearches  into  the 
Antiquities  of  London,  his  friends 
detected  the  firft  fymptoms  of 
bodily  decay.  His  journey  to 
London,  his  vail  exertions  there 
in  procuring  information,  his  ener¬ 


getic  and  various  converfatldn 
with  literary  characters,  brought 
on  a  debility,  which  he  little  re¬ 
garded  till  it  alarmed  him  in  a 
llroke  of  paralyfis.  From  this  he 
never  recovered  in  fuch  a  degree 
as  to  be  able  to  refume,  with  any 
good  effeCl,  his  ftudies  or  occu¬ 
pations.  But,  for  the  laft  year, 
his  decline  has  been  gradual,  and 
it  was  fuch  as  we  have  contem¬ 
plated  with  pleafure ;  fince  we 
have  feen  him  fenlible  of  his  ap¬ 
proaching  diffolution,  yet  invari¬ 
ably  fupported  by  the  faith  of  a 
Chrillian.  His  indeed  was  the 
refignation,  the  cheerfulnefs  be¬ 
coming  a  primitive  difcipie  of 
that  Jefus,  in  whofe  mercy  he 
repofed,  and  to  whom  only  he 
looked  for  acceptance.  And  he 
who  would  delire  comfort  from 
the  profpeCt  of  death  Ihould  keep 
in  view  our  venerable  friend,  when, 
at  that  awful  hour  which  allures  us 
of  his  happiriefs,  at  peace  with 
himfelf,  his  fellow-creatures,  and 
his  God,  he  Tank  as  into  quiet 
Humber,  without  a  trouble  or  a 
pain,  and  with  a  fmile  on  his  coun¬ 
tenance  expired. 


A  Jhort  Account  of  James  Tytler. 
By  Mr.  Cromek .  From  Reliques 
of  Robert  Burns,  By  R.  hi. 
Cromek  k 

James  Tytler  J  was  the  fon  of 
a  country  clergyman  in  the  pref- 
bytery  of  Brechin,  and  brother 


*  Two  amiable  daughter*. 

•f-  Mrs.  .  was  a  Miss  Tregenna,  of  an  ancient  Cornish  family. 
t  Bums,  m  a  remark  on  one  of  the  Scotch  fongs,  mentions  him,  as  ‘‘  an  obfcure, 
tippling,  but  extraordinary  body,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Balloon  Tytler, 
from  his  having  projected  a  balloon.  A  mortal,  who  though  he  drudges  about 
Edinburgh  as  a  common  printer,  with  leaky  fhoes,  a  iky-lighted  hat,  and  linen 
breeches,  as  unlike  as  George-by-lhe-grace-of-God,  and  Solomon-lhe-lon-of-Da vid, 
yet  the  fame  drunken  mortal  is  author  and  compiler  of  three-fourths  of  Elliot’s 
pompous  EhcydU>p®di»  Britatmica,  which  he  computed  at  hitlf-a-guinca  a  week  !” 


to 
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to  Dr.  Tytler,  the  tranflator  of 
Callimachus.  He  was  inftrufted 
by  his  father  in  claftical  learning 
and  fchool  divinity,  and  attained 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages,  and  an  ex- 
tenfive  acquaintance  with  biblical 
literature  and  fcholaltic  theology. 
Having  difcovered  an  early  pre- 
dileftion  for  the  medical  profef- 
fton,  he  was  put  apprentice  to  a 
furgeon  in  Forfar,  and  afterwards 
fent  to  attend  the  medical  clnffes 
at  Edinburgh.  While  a  medical 
ftudent  he  cultivated  experimen¬ 
tal  chemiftry  and  controverfial 
theology  with  equal  afliduity.  Un¬ 
fortunately  his  religious  opinions, 
not  deemed  orthodox,  or  Calvi- 
niftical,  connected  him  with  a 
fociety  of  Glaffites,  and  involved 
him  in  a  marriage  with  a  member 
of  the  fociety,  which  terminated 
in  a  reparation.  He  now  fettled 
at  Leith,  as  an  apothecary,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  patronage  of  his 
religious  connections  ;  but  his  re¬ 
paration  from  the  fociety,  which 
happened  foon  after,  with  an  un- 
fteadinefs  that  was  natural  to  him, 
difappointed  his  expeftations.  When 
he  ceafed  to  be  a  Glaflite,  he 
ceafed  not  to  be  a  firm  believer  in 
the  Chriftian  revelation,  and  a 
zealous  advocate  of  genuine  Chrif- 
tianity  ;  but  he  never  afterwards 
held  communion  with  any  deno¬ 
mination  of  Chriftians.  The  neg- 
left  of  his  buftnefs  was  the  un¬ 
avoidable  confequence  of  his  at¬ 
tention  to  religious  diflentions  ; 
and  having  contracted  debts  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  remove  to  Berwick,  and 
fubfequently  to  Newcaftle.  In 
both  places  he  was  employed  in 
preparing  chemical  medicines  for 
he  drug  gifts;  but  the  liberality 
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of  his  employers  being  inefficient 
to  preferve  an  increafing  family 
from  the  evils  of  penury,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Edinburgh  in  the  year 
1772,  in  extreme  poverty,  and 
took  refuge  from  the  moleftation 
of  his  creditors  within  the  pre- 
cinfts  of  the  fanftuary  of  Holy- 
rood  Houfe,  where  debtors  are 
privileged  from  arrefts.  At  this 
period  his  wife  deferted  him  and 
their  five  children,  the  youngefl 
only  ftx  months  old,  and  returned 
to  her  relations.  He  folaced  him- 
felf  for  the  privation  of  domeftic 
happinefs,  by  compoftng  a  hu¬ 
morous  ballad,  entitled  “  The 
Pleafurcs  of  the  Abbey, ”  which 
was  his  firft  attempt  in  poetry. 
In  a  defeription  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  the  author  bimfelf  is  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  1 6th  and  3  7th  ftanzas. 
In  the  avocation  of  an  author  by 
profeffion,  which  he  was  now 
compelled  to  a  flu  me,  he  difplayed 
a  verfatility  of  talent,  anda  facility 
in  writing,  unexampled  in  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  prefs.  He 
commenced  his  literary  career  by 
a  publication,  entitled  “  Effay<  on 
the  nvsjl  important  Subjects  of  Na¬ 
tural  and  Revealed  Religion,** 
which  iftued  from  the  afylum  for 
debtors,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  being  compofed  by 
himfelf,  at  the  printing  cafe,  from 
his  own  conceptions,  without  a 
manpfeript  before  him,  and 
wrought  off  at  a  prefs  of  his  own 
conftruftion,  by  his  own  hands. 
He  left  this  Angular  work,  which 
was  to  be  completed  in  two 
volumes,  oftavo,  unfinifhed,  and 
turned  alkie,  to  attack  the  opinions 
of  a  new  religious  feft,  called 
Bereans,.  in’  a  “  Letter  to  Mr. 
fohn  Barclay ,  on  the  Doftvine  of 
Affurance ,**  in  which  he  again 
[3  £  3]  perform^ 


806]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


performed  the  fun&ions  of  author, 
compofitor,  and  preffman.  He 
next  fet  forth  with  fuch  affiftance 
as  he  could  find,  a  monthly  pub¬ 
lication,  entitled,  i(  The  Gentle¬ 
man  and  Lady* s  Magazine/*  which 
was  foon  abandoned  for  (i  The 
Weekly  Review/9  a  literary  mif- 
cellany,  which,  in  its  turn,  was 
difcontinued  in  a  very  Ihort  time. 
Thefe  publications,  unavoidably 
disfigured  with  many  typographi¬ 
cal  deformities,  made  him  known 
to  the  bookfellers ;  and  from  them 
he  afterwards  found  conftant  em¬ 
ployment  in  compilations,  abridg¬ 
ments,  tranfiations,  and  mifcella- 
neous  effays.  He  now  ventured 
to  leave  the  miferable  apartments 
which  he  had  long  occupied  in  the 
fanCtuary  for  debtors,  for  more 
comfortable  lodgings,  firft  at  Ref- 
talrig,  and  afterwards  in  the 
city  ;  and  if  his  prudence  and 
fteadinefs  had  been  equal  to  his 
talents  and  induftry,  he  might 
have  earned  by  his  labours  a  com¬ 
plete  maintenance,  which  never 
fell  to  his  lot.  As  he  wrote  for 
fubfiftence,  not  from  the  vanity 
of  authorlhip,  he  was  engaged  in 
many  works  which  were  anony¬ 
mous,  and  in  others  which  appear¬ 
ed  with  the  names  of  his  em¬ 
ployers.  He  is  editor  or  author 
bf  the  following  works  :  “  The 
Weekly  Mirror /*  a  periodical  pub¬ 
lication,  which  began  in  1780. 

A  Syjlem  of  Geography/*  in  oc¬ 
tavo.  “  A  Hijlory  of  Edinburgh/* 
12mo.  (*  A  Geographical ,  Hfto- 

ricaly  and  Commercial  Grammar/* 
two  vols.  8vo.  i(  A  Review  of 
Dritchkens  Theory  of  I nf a  tarna¬ 
tion  y  i2mo.  with  a  practical  dedi¬ 
cation.  li  Remarks  on  Mr.  Pin¬ 
kerton's  Introduction  to  the  Hiftory 
Scotland/*  8vo»  i(  A  Poetical 


Tranflation  of  Virgil's  Eclogues/* 
4to.  i(  A  General  Index  to  the 
Scots *  Magazine.**  (t  A  Syjlem  of 
Chemiflry/*  written  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  gentleman,  who  was 
to  put  his  name  to  it,  unpub- 
lifhed.  He  gave  his  afliftance  in 
preparing  the  Syftem  of  Anatomy, 
pubiilhed  by  A.  Bell ;  and  was 
an  occafional  contributor  to  the 
i(  Medical  Commentaries /*  and 
other  periodical  publications  of 
the  time.  He  was  the  principal 
editor  of  the  fecond  edition  of 
the  “  Encyclopedia  Britannica  /* 
and  finilhed,  with  incredible  la¬ 
bour,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
more  confiderable  feientific  treati- 
fes  and  hiftories,  and  almoft  all  the 
minor  articles.  He  had  an  apart¬ 
ment  aligned  him  in  the  printing- 
houfe,  where  he  performed  the 
offices  of  compiler,  and  corrector 
of  the  prefs,  at  a  falary  of  fixteen 
J hillings  a  week  !  When  the  third 
edition  was  undertaken,  he  was 
engaged  as  a  Hated  contributor, 
upon  more  liberal  terms,  and 
wrote  a  larger  (hare  in  the  early 
volumes  than  is  aferibed  to  him  in 
the  general  preface.  .It  was  his 
misfortune  to  be  continually  drawn 
afide  from  the  bufinefs  of  his  em¬ 
ployers,  by  the  delight  which  he 
took  in  profecuting  experiments 
in  chemiftry,  electricity,  and  me¬ 
chanics,  which  confumed  a  large 
portion  of  his  time  and  money. 
He  conduced  for  fome  time,  with 
fuccefs,  a  manufacturing  procefs, 
of  which  he  was  the  inventor,  but 
after  he  had  difclofed  his  fecret 
to  the  gentleman  at  whofe  expence 
it  was  carried  on,  he  he  was  dif- 
mified,  without  obtaining  either 
a  (hare  in  the  bufinefs,  or  a  fuit- 
able  compenfation  for  his  fervices. 
He  was  the  firlt  in  Scotland  who 
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adventured  in  a  fire-balloon,  con- 
ftruded  upon  the  plan  of  Mont¬ 
golfier.  He  afcended  from  Come¬ 
ly  Garden,  Edinburgh,  amidft  the 
acclamations  of  an  iminenfe  mul¬ 
titude,  and  defcended  at  a  difiance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  owing  to 
fome  unforefeen  defeat  in  the  ma¬ 
chinery.  The  failure  of  this  ad¬ 
venture  deprived  him  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  favour  and  applaufe,  and  in¬ 
creased  his  pecuniary  difficulties. 
He  again  had  recourse  to  his  pen 
for  fubfiftence,  and  amidft  the 
drudgery  of  writing,  and  the  cares 
which  prefled  on  him  daily,  he 
exhilarated  his  fpirits,  at  inter¬ 
vals,  with  a  tune  on  the  Iriih 
bagpipe,  which  he  played  with 
much  fweetnefs,  interpofing,  occa- 
fionally,  a  fong  of  his  own  com- 
pofition,  fung  with  great  anima¬ 
tion.  A  folace  of  this  kind  was 
well  fuited  to  the  fimplicity  of 
his  manners,  the  modefty  of  his 
difpofition,  and  the  integrity  of 
his  character,  fuch  as  they  were 
before  he  fuffered  his  focial  pro- 
penfities  to  violate  the  rules  of 
fobriety.  Forgetting  his  old 
friends,  he  aflbciated  with  dif- 
contented  perfons,  and  entered  in¬ 
to  a  deliberate  oppofition  of  the 
abufes  of  government,  in  A 
Pamphlet  on  the  Excife,  * 5  and  more 
fyftematically  in  a  periodical  pub¬ 
lication,  entitled,  “  The  HiJlorkal 
Regifter”  which  gratified  malig¬ 
nity,  by  perfonal  inventive  and 
intemperance  of  language,  He 
was  concerned  in  the  wild  irra¬ 
tional  plans  of  the  Britifti  conven¬ 
tion,  and  publilhed  iC  A  Hand - 
Billy  addnjfed  to  the  People 
written  in  fo  inflammatory  a  ftyle, 
as  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the 
government.  A  warrant  was  if- 
fucd  to  apprehend  him,  and  he  left 
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his  native  country,  and  crofled 
the  Atlantic  for  America,  where 
he  fixed  his  refidence  in  the  town 
of  Salem,  in  the  ftate  of  Mafia- 
chufets,  where  he  eftablifiied  a 
newfpaper  in  connexion  with  a 
printer,  which  he  continued  till 
his  death,  which  happened  in  the 
year  i£o£,  in  the  58th  year  of 
his  age. 


Account  of  the  Origin ,  & c.  of  the 

Wahabees.  From  Travels  to 

India ,  Ceylon ,  the  Red  Seay  &c9 

By  George  Vifcount  Valentia • 

It  is  now  above  forty  years 
fince  a  new  fed;  ftarted  up  in 
Arabia,  which  has  rapidly  in- 
creafed,  and  is  likely  to  caufe  a 
greater  change,  in  the  political 
iituation  of  that  country,  than 
any  event  fince  the  time  of  Mo¬ 
hammed.  Abdul  Waheb,  a  pri¬ 
vate  individual,  born,  according 
to  Niebuhr,  in  El  Aiane,  a  town 
of  the  diftrid  of  Darale,  in  the 
province  Nedjed-el-Ared,  has 
given  his  name  to  his  followers, 
who  are  from  him  called  Waha¬ 
bees.  This  extraordinary  man, 
for  many  years,  ftudied  the  fci- 
ences  in  Arabia ;  and  after  tra¬ 
velling  through  Perfia,  and  re- 
fiding  for  fome  time  at  Basra,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  native  country,  and 
proclaimed  himfelf  the  reformer  of 
the  Mufl'ulman  religion.  The 
province  of  Nedjed  was  at  this 
time  divided  into  a  multitude  of 
fmaller  tribes,  each  governed  by 
its  own  Sheik.  To  thefe,  Abdul 
Waheb  pointed  out  the  abufes 
which  had  crept  into  the  Mufiul- 
man  Religion,  particularly  the 
worfiiipping  of  faints,  and  the  ufe 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  other  ex¬ 
hilarating  articles.  He  repro- 
[3^4]  bated 
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bated  the  do&rine  of  the  two 
feels  of  the  Sunnis,  with  refpedl 
to  the  denying  that  the  Koran 
was  either  created,  or  exiting 
from  all  eternity,  but  admitting 
that  it  was  infpired  by  God,  as 
a  guide  for  the  condudl  of  man¬ 
kind.  However,  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  fheiks  were  Sunnis,  he 
conciliated  them  by  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  authority  of  the  fayings 
of  Mohammed.  My  good  friend, 
the  Hadje  Abdallah,  who  was 
avowedly  a  Wahabee,  and  was  in 
Mecca  at  the  time  it  was  taken 
by  Suud,  gave  me  their  profeflion 
of  faith,  which  is  as  follows : 

i(  There  is  only  one  God,  he 
is  God,  and  Mohammed  is  his 
prophet.  Adi  according  to  the 
Kordn,  and  the  fayings  of  Mo¬ 
hammed.  It  is  unneceflary  for 
you  to  pray  for  the  bleffing  of 
God  on  the  prophet,  oftener  than 
once  in  your  life.  You  are  not  to 
invoke  the  prophet  to  intercede 
with  God  in  your  behalf,  for  his 
interceftion  will  be  of  no  avail. 
At  the  day  of  judgment  it  will 
avail  you.  Do  not  call  on  the 
prophet,  call  on  God  alone. ** 

Thefe  dodlrines  rapidly  fpread 
among  the  different  tribes,  whofe 
power  was  nearly  equal,  and  tend¬ 
ed  gradually  to  the  recognition 
of  a  fupremely  controlling  power 
in  the  perfon  of  the  reformer, 
which  completely  deftroyed  the 
former  balance  of  power,  and  gave 
to  Abdul  Waheb  a  preponderating 
influence  in  the  north-eaft  part  of 
Arabia.  The  fheiks,  who  did  not 
acknowledge  either  his  fpiritual 
or  temporal  power,  at  length 
united  againft  him,  and  under  the 
command  of  the  fheik  of  Lachfa, 
who  was  alarmed  for  his  own 
fafety,  attacked  him  in  his  native 


city.  Abdul  Waheb  defended 
himfelf  fuccefsfully  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  and  on  another,  when  his 
enemies  marched  againft  him  with 
4000  men.  Abdul  Waheb  from 
this  time  gradually  extended  his 
territories,  and  his  faith.  Sheik 
Mekrami,  of  Nedjeren,  was  one 
of  his  mo  ft  powerful  followers, 
and,  according  to  the  conje&ure 
of  Mr.  Niebuhr,  contributed 
greatly  to  his  profperity  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  was  confirmed  by 
Hadje  Abdallah,  who  met  the 
Sheik  twenty. feven  years  ago 
at  Mecca,  and  had  much  conver. 
fation  with  him, 

Abdul  Waheb  was  too  able  a 
man  to  leave  negleded  any  means 
of  increafing  the  activity  of  his 
followers  ;  following,  therefore, 
the  example  of  Mohammed,  and 
fully  aware  of  the  influence  which 
felf-intereft  has  over  the  human 
mind,  he  added  to  the  induce- 
ments  of  religious  zeal,  the  temp¬ 
tation  of  plunder,  by  declaring^ 
that  all  the  property  belonging  to 
thofe  who  were  unconverted,  was 
unholy,  and  to  be  confifcated  for 
the  ufe  of  their  conquerors.  Num¬ 
bers,  therefore,  to  fave  their  pro¬ 
perty,  profefled  themfelves  Waha. 
bees  before  he  marched  againft 
them,  and  immediately  began  to 
attack  their  neighbours,  in  order 
to  oblige  them  to  change  their  re¬ 
ligion,  or  give  up  their  property. 
By  thefe  means  Abdul  Waheb  fe- 
cured  to  himfelf  the  fupreme 
power  over  the  whole  province  of 
Nedjed,  while  by  his  moft  power¬ 
ful  fervant,  Sheik  Mekrami,  he 
carried  his  hoftiiities  into  Yemen. 
On  his  death  he  was  peaceably 
fucceeded  in  his  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral  power  by  his  fon,  Abdulu- 
z  iz. 

I  have 
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I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
the  date  of  Abduluziz’s  accefliori, 
but  he  reigned  till  May,  1803, 
when  he  was  aflaflinated,  while  at 
prayers  in  a  mofque  at  Darail,  his 
capital,  by  an  Arab,  whole  daugh¬ 
ter  he  bad  forcibly  carried  from 
her  home  many  years  before.  The 
Arab  immediately  fold  all  his 
property,  and  with  a  patient  per¬ 
severance  followed  the  footfteps  of 
his  oppreffor,  whom,  at  length, 
though  his  Spiritual  and  temporal 
Sovereign,  he  Sacrificed  to  his  pri¬ 
vate  revenge. 

During  the  reign  of  Abduluziz, 
the  religion  of  his  father  was  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  peninfula  of  Arabia,  either  by 
the  arms  of  his  Son  Suud,  or  by 
his  followers.  Many  Arab  tribes 
of  the  Great  Defert  alfo  rccog- 
nifed  him  as  their  religious  head  ; 
and  even  in  temporal  concerns, 
indirectly  admitted  his  authority, 
by  remitting  him  a  proportion  of 
their  plunder,  for  charitable  pur- 
pofes,  when  they  took  pofieflion  of 
the  celebrated  burying-place  of 
HoiTein,  at  Arbela,  and,  according 
to  their  invariable  pradice,  de- 
ftroyed  his  magnificent  tomb,  fo 
highly  venerated  by  the  Perfians, 
and  the  other  followers  of  Ali. 

The  fheriffe  of  Abou  Arifh  had, 
as  I  have  formerly  mentioned, 
been  appointed  by  the  imaum  of 
Sana,  dola  of  Loheia,  where  he 
Soon  became  independent.  The 
different  fheiks,  who  held  many 
of  the  diftriCts  of  Yemen,  under  a 
kind  of  feudal  tenure,  which  ad¬ 
mitted  the  right  of  the  foil  to  be 
in  the  imaum,  but  who  hardly 
paid  him  any  thing  for  it,  were 
encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  the 
fheriffe  of  Abou  Arifh,  and  threw 
qflf  even  the  appearance  of  obedi*. 
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ence.  The  imaum  was  too  weak 
to  conquer  them  ;  but  they  had  a 
more  powerful  opponent  in  the 
Wahabee,  who  Soon  reduced  the 
fheriffe  of  Abou  Arifh  to  obe¬ 
dience,  and  to  the  neceflity  of 
adopting  their  religion,  plundered 
him  of  his  whole  property,  and 
then  told  him  to  go  and  indemnify 
himfelf  in  Yemen.  He  followed 
their  advice,  or  rather  orders  ;  and 
recognizing  Suud  as  his  Sovereign, 
carried  devaftation,  in  his  name, 
to  the  gates  of  Mocha.  Beit  el- 
Fakih,  and  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  coffee  country,  are  his,  and 
Hodeidah,  alone,  prevents  him 
from  Securing  the  Tehama  from 
Loheia  to  the  ftraits  of  Bab-el- 
mandeb.  Although  this  place  re¬ 
main  to  the  imaum,  as  a  poffeflion 
it  is  ufelefs  ;  fince  the  dola  was 
obliged  to  burn  the  town,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  houfes  from  being  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  attack  on  the  forts. 
In  the  latter  his  Soldiers  remained 
perleClly  Safe,  as  the  Wahabee  had 
no  cannon  ;  but  he  will,  probably. 
Soon  be  obliged  to  embark,  and 
fly  to  Mocha  in  Search  of  food, 
when  Mocha  itfelf  muff  expefl  to 
be  attacked. 

Mecca  and  Medina  have  been  fo 
long  recognifed  as  the  two  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  of  Arabia,  that  the 
Wahabee,  who  afpired  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  whole  country, 
were  particularly  anxious  to  Se¬ 
cure  them.  Gaiib,  the  prefent 
fheriffe,  is  a  monfter  of  iniquity, 
having  Scrupled  no  means  to  accu¬ 
mulate  treafure,  and  having  poi- 
foned  two  pachas,  and  a  young 
prince  of  the  Maladives,  who 
came  in  a  veflel  of  his  own  to 
Jidda,  on  his  way  to  Mecca.  He 
was,  of  courfe,  unpopular,  and  his 
Subjects  by  no  means  inclined  to 
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defend  him.  Even  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mozeife,  had  fo  little  con¬ 
fidence  in  him,  that  on  being  fent 
on  a  miffion  to  Darail,  he  quitted 
his  own  party,  and  became  a  Wa. 
habee.  Abduluziz,  conceiving 
this  a  good  opportunity  to  attack 
the  holy  cities,  early  in  January, 
1803,  intruded  Mozeife  with  the 
command  of  12,000  men,  who 
fought  feveral  battles  with  his 
brother-in  law,  and  conftantly  de¬ 
feated  him.  In  February  of  the 
fame  year  he  laid  liege  to  Tayif. 

Galib,  who  had  here  his  fineffc 
palaces,  and  molt  flourifhing  gar¬ 
dens,  haftened  to  its  relief,  and 
defended  It  for  feveral  days,  till 
his  nephew  Abdullah  fecretly  re¬ 
tired  in  the  night  to  Mecca, 
when,  confcious  of  the  deteftation 

in  which  he  was  held  by  his 

* 

fubjeds,  and  dreading  left  they 
fhould  place  Abdullah  in  his  ftead, 
he  abandoned  Tayif,  having  fet 
his  palaces  on  fire*  Mozeife  im¬ 
mediately  entered,  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  commenced  their  ufual  de¬ 
valuations,  Eight  hundred  males 
were  put  to  the  fword,  but  the 
harems  were  refpecled.  Many 
houfes  were  burned,  and  the  whole 
were  plundered  ;  but  the  treafure 
of  the  fheriffe  had  been  conveyed 
to  Mecca,  with  his  wives  and 
followers.  All  the  holy  tombs 
were  deftroyed,  and  among  them 
that  of  Abdullah  Ebn  Abbas,  the 
unde  of  the  prophet,  an  edifice 
celebrated  throughout  Arabia  for 
its  pre-eminent  beauty  and  fanc- 
tity.  The  grave  itfelf,  and  the 
ftone  which  covered  it,  were  not 
difturbed.  Mozeife,  as  a  reward 
for  his  treachery,  was  appointed 
governor.  Abduluziz  had  no  in¬ 
tention  that  Mecca,  Medina,  and 
their  fea-ports  of  Jidda  and  Yam- 


bo,  fhould  be  held  by  any  defen¬ 
dant  of  the  prophet  as  a  viceroy 
under  him  ;  he  therefore  fent  his 
eldeft  fon  Suud  to  command  the 
vidorious  army  at  Tayif,  which 
marched  fo  unexpe&edly  againft 
Mecca,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
1803,  that  the  ftierifFe,  panic- 
ftruck,  determined  to  retire,  with 
all  his  treafures,  to  Jidda.  He 
effeded  this  in  the  night,  leaving 
his  brother  to  make  the  beft  terms 
he  could  with  the  enemy.  On 
the  following  day,  Mecca,  for  the 
firft  time  fince  Mohammed  entered 
it  in  629,  was  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  a  hoftile  invader,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  ftridly  conformed  to  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  and  neither 
plundered  nor  injured  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  The  religious  prejudices 
of  the  Wahabees  were  greatly  of¬ 
fended  by  above  eighty  fplendid 
tombs,  which  covered  the  remains 
of  the  defeendants  of  Moham¬ 
med,  and  formed  the  great  orna¬ 
ment  of  Mecca,  Thefe  were 
levelled  with  the  ground,  as  was 
alfo  the  monument  of  the  vene¬ 
rable  and  refpeded  wife  of  the 
prophet,  Hadija.  The  coffee- 
houfes  next  felt  the  deflating  zeal 
of  the  reformers.  The  hookahs 
were  piled  in  a  heap,  and  burned  ; 
and  the  ufe  of  tobacco  and  coffee 
was  prohibited  under  fevere  penal¬ 
ties.  The  holy  places  were  plun¬ 
dered  of  their  valuable  articles, 
but  the  caaba  remained  uninjured. 
The  Wahabees  have  aflerted,  that 
the  veneration  paid  to  the  black 
ftone  was  idolatrous ;  and  difap- 
proved  of  the  ceremonies  pra&ifed 
by  the  pilgrims  at  the  ftone  of 
Abraham,  which  is  placed  near 
the  well  of  Zemzem,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  on  it  the  mark  of 
the  patriarch’s  foot,  while  he 
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flood  there  to  build  the  caaba. 
Into  this  mark  the  water  is  poured 
from  the  well,  for  the  pilgrims 
to  drink.  Suud  feems  to  have 
juftly  eftimated  the  benefirs  which 
Mecca  enjoyed  from  the  annual 
influx  of  pilgrims  ;  he,  therefore, 
a<fted  with  moderation,  and  con¬ 
firmed  the  cadi  whom  the  grand 
fignior  had  appointed.  He  alfo 
wrote  to  him  the  following  letter : 

t(  Suud  to  Selim. 

“  I  entered  Mecca  the  4th  day 
of  Moharem,  in  the  1218th  year 
of  the  Hejira.  I  kept  peace  to¬ 
wards  the  inhabitants.  I  de¬ 
ft  royed  all  the  tombs  which  they 
idolatroufly  worfhipped.  I  abo- 
lifhed  the  levying  of  all  cuftoms 
above  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
I  confirmed  the  cadi,  whom  you 
had  appointed  to  govern  in  the 
place  agreeably  to  the  commands 
of  Mohammed.  I  defire  that,  in 
the  enfuing  years,  you  will  give 
orders  to  the  pachas  of  Shaum, 
Syria,  Mizr,  and  Egypt,  not  to 
come  accompanied  by  the  maha- 
mel  *,  trumpets,  and  drums,  into 
Mecca  and  Medina.  For  why  ? 
Religion  is  not  profited  by  thefe 
things.  Peace  be  between  us ; 
and  may  the  blefling  of  God  be 
untp  you  1  Dated  on  the  10th 
day  of  Moharem.* *  This  anfwers 
to  our  3d  of  May. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  Suud 
marched  againft  Jidda ;  but  the 
delay  at  Mecca  had  given  time 
to  the  Sheriffe  to  prepare  for  his 
reception,  by  bringing  on  fhore 
all  the  cannon  from  the  veflels 
in  the  harbour,  and  planting  them 
on  the  walls.  An  attempt  was 


made  by  the  Wahabees  to  ftorm 
the  town,  but  it  failed  ;  Suud, 
however,  continued  to  Cut  off  all 
fupplies,  even  of  water  ;  in  con^ 
fequence  of  which,  numbers  perifh- 
ed  by  third,  in  the  nine  days  that 
the  blockade  continued ;  and  at 
length  the  flieriffe  was  forced  by 
the  inhabitants  to  offer  a  fum  of 
money  to  Suud,  on  condition  of 
his  abandoning  the  liege.  The 
arrangements  were  actually  made 
for  the  payment  of  a  lac  and 
thirty  thoufand  dollars,  when  the 
intelligence  arrived  of  the  death 
of  Abduluziz,  which  induced  Suud 
to  return  inftantly  to  Darail,  left 
any  rival  fhould  difpute  the  fuc- 
ceflion.  Jidda  was  thus  faved, 
and  even  Mecca  fell  again  under 
the  eontroul  of  the  fheriffe  ;  but 
Tayif,  the  moft  lovely  fpot  in 
Arabia,  a  fpot  fo  unlike  the  fur- 
rounding  country,  that  the  Arabs 
believe  it  to  have  been  a  part  of 
Syria,  detached  and  dropped  dur¬ 
ing  the  general  deluge,  ftill  re¬ 
mained  in  the  hands  of  Mozeife. 

In  1804  Medina,  with  its  trea- 
fure,  which  had  accumulated  for 
ages,  by  the  donations  of  the 
faithful,  became  a  prey  to  the  Wa«* 
habees  ;  and  the  tomb  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  fhared  the  fate  of  thofe  of 
of  his  defcendants.  Jidda  was 
again  attacked,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs,  as  the  fheriffe  had  received 
fupplies  from  Egypt.  Yambo 
fell,  but  was  retaken  on  the  fea- 
fide.  The  pacha  of  Syria  forced 
his  way  through  the  undifciplined 
troops  of  Suud,  and  the  ufual 
ceremonies  were  performed  by  the 
faithful  at  the  holy  caaba  ;  pro¬ 
bably  for  the  laft  time  ;  for  the 
numerous  hordes  of  the  Wahabees 


*  The  rich  and  ornamented  covering  for  the  paaba. 
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now  cover  the  Defert  with  their 
flying  fquadron,  and  render  a 
paflage  too  dangerous  to  be  at¬ 
tempted. 

The  Johaflen  Arabs,  who  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  religious  fupre- 
macy  of  Suud,  have  occafionally 
entered  the  Red  Sea  ;  and,  fhould 
they  obey  his  call,  and  appear 
with  their  powerful  naval  force 
before  Jidda,  refiftance  would  be 
unavailing,  and  the  defendants 
of  the  prophet  would  ceafe  to 
reign  in  Arabia.  The  imaum  of 
Mufcat  has  perifhed  in  battle,  and 
his  fon  is  laid  to  be  under  the 
controul  of  a  Wahabee  guardian. 
Yemen  has  no  natural  means  of 
refilling  the  vaft  power  of  her  op. 
ponent,  and  mull  fink  under  the 
imbecility  of  her  government.  In 
the  vaft  peninfula  of  Arabia,  the 
little  ftate  of  Aden  alone  offers 
any  rational  means  of  refiftance 
to  the  power  of  the  Wahabees,  by 
the  wifdom  of  her  fovereign,  and 
the  bravery  of  his  little  army. 
Gratitude  calls  upon  the  Britifh 
to  prevent  his  ruin  ;  for  to  them 
he  has  ever  been  an  attached  and 
ufeful  ally.  During  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Red  Sea,  his  port  was 
open  to  them  ;  and,  on  General 
Murray’s  quitting  Perim,  the 
Britifh  troops  were,  with  an  un¬ 
bounded  confidence,  admitted 
within  his  walls.  On  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Johaflen  fleet  in 
his  harbour,  in  1S04,  while  a 
large  Surat  velfel  was  lying  there, 
he  lent  his  foldiers  on  board  to 
proteft  her  from  the  pirates,  and 
obliged  them  to  put  to  fea,  with¬ 
out  receiving  any  fupplies,  though 
they  offered  him  half  of  the  plun¬ 
der  they  had  already  made,  if  he 
would  permit  them  to  remain. 
Thefe  repeated  acls  of  friendfhip 


now  call  for  a  return,  which  it 
is  perfe&Iy  in  the  Britifh  power  to 
afford. 

The  Wahabees,  confcious  of 
their  want  of  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  fully  convinced  of  the 
benefit  they  would  receive  from  a 
trade  being  opened  between  India 
and  their  ports,  have  made  repeated 
offers  to  the  Bombay  govern¬ 
ment,  of  granting  immunities  and 
exclufive  privileges  to  tire  Britifh 
merchants,  if  they  would  eftablifh 
a  factory  at  Loheia  ;  they  would, 
therefore,  willingly  comply  with 
any  requeft  in  favour  of  the  ful- 
taun  of  Aden,  as  an  ally  of  the 
Britifh,  and  would,  with  little 
regret,  give  up  an  attack  on  a 
power,  whom  they  have  hitherto 
found  capable  of  refilling  them. 

No  anfwer  has  as  yet  been 
given  to  the  applications  of  the 
Wahabees ;  and  the  Bombay  go¬ 
vernment  behold,  without  con¬ 
cern,  a  revolution,  which  is  again 
connecting  the  difunited  Arabs 
under  one  fupreme  rnafter.  1 1  is 
a  circumftance  well  worthy  of  re- 
mark,  that  this  has,  for  the  firft 
time  fince  the  death  of  Ali,  oc¬ 
curred  at  a  moment,  when  the 
furrounding  kingdoms  of  Afia  and 
Africa  are  funk  into  the  fame 
ftate  of  imbecility  and  diftra&ion, 
to  which  they  were  reduced  under 
the  Romans,  when  the  diffolute 
and  lukewarm  Chriftians  were 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  ardent  and 
zealous  followers  of  Mohammed. 

Low  as  the  power  of  the 
Turkifh  empire  is  now  fallen,  I 
do  not  expedl  that  the  Wahabees 
will  completely  prevail  againfl  it, 
ualefs,  by  a  communication  with 
Europeans,  they  obtain  fupplies 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  and, 
with  them,  a  portion  of  European 
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difcipline.  I  confider  Arabia, 
however,  as  loft  for  ever  to  the 
fultaun  ;  and,  confequently,  that 
he  has  ceafed  to  be  the  head  of 
the  Muflulman  religion.  The 
order  of  Mohammed,  that  his 
followers  fhould,  once  in  their 
lives,  vifit  Mecca,  can  no  longer 
be  performed.  The  facred  city 
has  heard  the  din  of  hoftile  arms, 
and  is  in  pofieflion  of  a  prince  who 
denies  to  Mohammed  that  vene¬ 
ration  which  he  has  received  for 
1200  years.  His  defcendants  will 
foon  ceafe  to  reign  ;  and  although 
the  Koran  may  be  revered  for  a 
longer  period  throughout  a  por¬ 
tion  of  Alia,  the  mighty  fabric  of 
Iflamifm  muft  be  confidered  as 
having  palled  away,  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  Suud  entered  Mecca  on 
the  27th  of  April,  1803. 


Defcription  of  Calcutta . 

From  the  fame. 

The  town  of  Calcutta  is  at  pre- 
fent  well  worthy  of  being  the  feat 
of  our  Eaftern  government,  both 
from  its  fize,  and  from  the  magni¬ 
ficent  buildings  which  decorate  the 
part  of  it  inhabited  by  Europeans. 
The  citadel  of  Fort  William,  com¬ 
menced  by  Lord  Clive  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  battle  of  Plafley,  is 
a  very  fine  work,  but  greatly  too 
large  for  defence.  The  efpianade 
leaves  a  grand  opening,  on  the  edge 
of  which  is  placed  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  houfe,  ere  fled  by  Lord  Wel- 
lefiey,  a  noble  ftruflure,  although 
not  without  faults  in  the  architec¬ 
ture;  and,  upon  the  whole,  not 
unworthy  of  its  deftination.  The 
fums  expended  upon  it  have  been 
confidered  as  extravagant  by  thofe 
who  carry  European  ideas  and  Euro¬ 


pean  economy  into  Afia  :  but  they 
ought  to  remember  that  India  is  a 
country  of  fplendour,  of  extrava¬ 
gance,  and  of  outward  appearances ; 
that  the  head  of  a  mighty  empire 
ought  to  conform  himfelf  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  country  he  rules 
over  ;  and  that  the  Britilh,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  ought  to  emulate  the  fplen- 
did  works  of  the  princes  of  the 
houfe  of  Timour,  left  it  (hould  be 
fuppofed  that  we  rnerit  the  reproach 
which  our  great  rivals,  the  French, 
have  ever  caft  upon  us,  of  being 
alone  influenced  by  a  fordid,  mer¬ 
cantile  fpirit.  In  fliort,  I  wifh  In¬ 
dia  to  be  ruled  from  a  palace,  not 
from  a  counting-houfe ;  with  the 
ideas  of  a  prince,  not  with  thofe 
of  a  retail  dealer  in  mullins  and 
indigo. 

On  a  line  with  this  edifice  is  a 
range  of  excellent  houfes,  chu- 
named  and  ornamented  with  ve¬ 
randahs.  Chouringee,  an  entire  vil¬ 
lage  of  palaces,  runs  for  a  conlL 
derable  length  at  right  angles  with 
ir,  and,  altogether,  forms  the  fineft 
view  I  ever  beheld  in  any  city. 
The  Black  Town  is  as  complete  a 
contraft  to  this  as  can  well  be  con¬ 
ceived  :  its  ftreets  are  narrow  and 
dirty  ;  the  houfes  of  two  ftories,  oc- 
cafionally  brick,  but  generally  mud, 
and  thatched,  perfectly  refembling 
the  cabins  of  the  pooreft  clafs  in 
Ireland. 

Twenty  years  ago,  during  a  fa¬ 
mine,  the  population  of  Calcutta 
was  eftimated  at  £00, 000.  I  have 
little  doubt  that  it  now  amounts  to 
700,000.  The  mod  remarkable 
light  of  the  lynd  I  ever  beheld, 
was  the  throng  that  fills  thefe 
ftreets  in  an  evening.  I  drove  for 
three  miles  through  them  without 
finding  a  fingle  opening,  except 
what  was  made  by  the  fervants 
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preceding  the  carriage.  The  Strand 
in  London  exhibits  nothing  equal 
to  it,  for  the  middle  is  here  as 
much  crowded  as  the  (ides.  In  the 
year  1 742,  the  Mahratta  ditch  was 
commenced,  to  proteft  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  from  the  incuriions  of  that 
power,  then  ravaging  the  whole  of 
Bengal,  and  befieging  Aliverdi 
Khan  in  his  capital  oi  Moorfha- 
dabad.  It  was  intended  to  fur- 
round  the  whole  of  our  territories, 
a  circumference  at  that  time  of  not 
more  than  feven  miles ;  yet  now 
it  fcarcely  forms  the  boundary  of 
this  capital  of  our  Eadern  poflef- 
fions.  The  firft  fort  was  erected 
here  in  1696.  Our  fa&ories  were 
then  at  Hoogly,  but  were  moved 
two  years  afterwards.  This  little 
fort,  which  fell  through  the  cow¬ 
ardice  of  its  governor,  and  the 
want  of  military  knowledge  in  the 
remaining  officers,  into  the  hands 
of  Seraja-ud-DowIah,  in  1757,  is 
now  ufed  as  a  cuftom-houfe ;  and 
that  fpot,  which  could  then  hold 
our  trade,  our  military  (lores,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants,  is 
now  too  fmall  for  the  convenience 
of  our  revenue  officers.  The  black 
hole  is  now  part  of  a  go-down,  or 
warehoufe  :  it  was  filled  with 
goods,  and  I  could  not  fee  it.  A 
monument  is  ereCted  facing  the 
gate,  to  the  memory  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfons  who  there  periihed. 
It  alfo  records  the  infamy  of  thofe, 
who,  by  removing  their  (hips  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  left  fo 
many  brave  men  at  the  mercy  of  a 
madman. 

The  air  of  Calcutta  is  much  af¬ 
fected  by  the  clofenefs  of  the  jun¬ 
gle  around  it.  The  natives  have 
formed  a  complete  belt,  which  com¬ 
mences  near  the  town,  and  ex¬ 
tends  in  every  direction  full  four 
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miles  deep.  This  is  planted  with 
fruit-trees,  and  is  completely  im¬ 
pervious  to  the  air.  The  country 
is  a  perfeCt  flat,  every  where  inter- 
feCted  by  nullahs,  and  here  and 
there  a  fmall  lake,  rendering  the 
plantation  more  infalubrious.  Lord 
Wellefley  has  made  one  or  two 
wide  roads  through  the  middle, 
which,  I  am  informed,  has  fenfibly 
improved  the  atmofphere.  More 
ought  to  be  made,  and,  if  poffible, 
the  mardies  (hould  be  drained ; 
this  would  improve  the  roads, 
which,  in  general,  are  very  bad, 
impeding  the  conveyance  of  provi- 
(ions  to  market.  The  place  is  cer¬ 
tainly  lefs  unhealthy  than  formerly, 
which  advantage  is  attributed  to 
the  filling  up  of  the  tanks  in  the 
(Ireets,  and  the  clearing  more  and 
more  of  the  jungle ;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  much  more  owing  to 
an  improved  knowledge  of  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
precautions  to  be  taken  againft 
them ;  and  likewife  to  greater 
temperance  in  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  and  a  fuperior  conftru&ion 
of  the  houfes.  Confumptions  are 
very  frequent  among  the  ladies, 
which  I  attribute,  in  great  mea- 
fure,  to  their  incefiant  dancing, 
even  during  the  hotted  weather. 
After  fuch  violent  exercife  they  go 
into  the  verandahs,  and  expofe 
themfelves  to  a  cool  breeze  and 
damp  atmofphere. 

A  quay  has  lately  been  formed 
in  front  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  and 
promifes  to  be  a  great  improve¬ 
ment.  Many  objections  have  been 
made  to  its  ereCtion,  probably  by 
interefted  perfons.  It  is  aflerted 
that  veflels  cannot  lie  clofe  to  it 
with  fafety,  as  a  north-weder,  or 
gale  from  any  quarter,  may  drive 
them  againd  it ;  but  it  is  obvious 
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that  the  fame  force  would  drive 
them  on  fhore,  were  the  quay  out 
of  the  way.  The  expence  of  un¬ 
ihipping  the  ladings  was  enormous, 
and  will  be  completely  obviated  if 
the  plan  of  embankment  is  carried 
the  whole  length  of  the  town.  This 
is  now  in  agitation,  and  I  hope  will 
be  refolved  upon.  It  has  been  faid 
that  fand  will  accumulate  againft  it, 
which  feems  to  me  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  idea,  lince  I  conceive  the  cur¬ 
rent  will  not  fail  to  keep  it  clear, 
and  that  the  only  danger  is  of  its 
being  undermined.  An  extenfion 
of  the  cuftom-houfe  itfelf,  and  of 
its  eftablilhment,  will  foon  be  ne- 
ceffary  j  at  prefent  the  delay  is  eon- 
fiderable,  from  the  vaft  increafe  of 
traffic. 

Since  I  left  Calcutta  in  March, 
the  iron  rails  round  the  government- 
houfe  have  been  finifhed.  The 
fpace  now  to  be  cleared  will  cer¬ 
tainly  have  a  noble  effect ;  and  the 
writers®  buildings  being  newly  re¬ 
paired,  form  a  good  obje&  from 
the  end  of  the  ftreet  that  leads  from 
thenorthernfront.  Thefe  buildings 
would  have  been  bought  by  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  purpofe  their  name  im¬ 
ports,  but  too  much  money  was 
afked  for  them. 

The  fociety  of  Calcutta  is  nume¬ 
rous  and  gay  ;  the  fetes  given  by 
the  governor. general  are  frequent, 
fplendid,  and  well  arranged.  The 
chief  juftice,  the  members  of  coun¬ 
cil,  and  Sir  Henry  Ruffe!,  each  open 
their  houfes  once  a  week  for  the 
reception  of  thefe  who  have  had 
the  pleafure  of  being  prefented  to 
them.  —  Independently  of  thefe, 
hardly  a  day  paffes,  particularly 
during  the  cool  feafon,  without  fe« 
veral  large  dinner  parties  being 
formed,  confifted  generally  of 
thirty  or  forty  :  the  convivial  hof- 


pitality  which  prevails  on  thefe 
occafions,  would  render  them  ex¬ 
tremely  pleafant,  were  they  more 
limited ;  but  a  fmall  and  quiet 
party  feems  unknown  in  Calcutta. 
A  fubfcription  affembly  only  ex- 
ifts,  but,  feems  unfaftiionable.  It 
is,  however,  the  only  place  of  pub¬ 
lic  amufement,  and  I  fee  no  hopes 
of  any  other  being  eftablifhed  ; 
for  the  fafhionable  world  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  is  unfortunately  fo  divided 
into  parties,  that  it  is  improbable 
any  plan  of  public  amufement 
could  be  brought  forward,  which 
would  not  meet  with  oppofition. 

It  is  ufual  in  Calcutta  to  rife 
early,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  cool 
air  of  the  morning,  which  is  par¬ 
ticularly  pleafant  before  fun-rife. 
At  twelve  they  take  a  hot  meal, 
which  they  call  tiffing,  and  then 
generally  go  to  bed  for  two  or 
three  hours.  The  dinner  hour  is 
commonly  between  feven  and  eight, 
which  is  certainly  too  late  in  this 
hot  climate,  as  it  prevents  an  even¬ 
ing  ride  at  the  proper  time,  and 
keeps  them  up  till  midnight,  or 
later.  The  viands  are  excellent, 
and  ferved  in  great  profufton,  to 
the  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  of  the 
birds  and  beafts  of  prey,  to  whofe 
(hare  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
the  remains  falls ;  for  the  lower 
order  of  the  Portuguefe,  to  whom 
alone  they  would  be  ferviceable, 
cannot  confume  the  whole ;  and 
the  religious  prejudices  of  the  na¬ 
tive  fervants  prevent  them  from 
touching  any  thing  that  is  not  dreft 
by  their  own  call.  To  this  cir- 
cumftance  is  to  be  attributed  the 
amazing  flocks  of  crows  and  kites, 
which,  undifturbed  by  man,  live 
together  in  amicable  fociety,  and 
almoft  cover  the  houfes  and  gar¬ 
dens.  In  their  profeffion  of  fca- 
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vengers,  the  kites  and  crows  are 
affifted  during  the  day  by  the  ad- 
jutant-bird,  and  at  night  by  foxes, 
jackals,  and  hyenas,  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  jungles.  The  wines  chiefly 
drank  are  Madeira  and  claret ;  the 
former,  which  is  excellent,  during 
the  meal;  the  latter  afterwards. 
The  claret  being  medicated  for  the 
voyage,  is  too  ftrong,  and  has  little 
flavour. 

The  ufual  mode  of  travelling  is 
by  palanquins  :  but  moft  gentlemen 
have  carriages  adapted  to  the  cli¬ 
mate,  and  horfes,  of  which  the 
breed  is  much  improved  of  late 
years.  It  is  universally  the  cuffom 
to  drive  out  between  fun-fet  and 
dinner.  The  muflalchees,  when  it 
grows  dark,  go  out  to  meet  their 
makers  on  their  return,  and  run 
before  them  at  the  rate  of  full  eight 
miles  an  hour,  and  the  numerous 
lights  moving  along  the  efplanade, 
produce  a  lingular  and  pleafmg  ef- 
fefl.  It  was  formerly  the  fafhion 
for  gentlemen  to  drefs  in  white 
jackets  on  all  occafions,  which  were 
well  fuited  to  the  country  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  thought  too  much  an  undrefs 
for  public  occafions,  they  are  now 
laid  afide  for  Englifh  cloth.  The 
architecture  of  all  the  houfes  is 
Grecian,  which  I  think  by  no  means 
the  belt  adapted  to  the  country,  as 
the  pillars,  which  are  generally 
ufed  in  the  verandahs,  require  too 
great  an  elevation  to  keep  out  the 
fun  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
morning  and  evening,  although  the 
heat  is  exceffive  at  both  thofe  pe¬ 
riods.  In  the  rainy  feafon  it  is  {till 
worfe,  as  the  wet  beats  in,  and 
renders  them  totally  ufelefs.  The 
more  confined  Hindoo  or  Gothic 
architecture  would  furely  be  pre¬ 
ferable. 

On  Lord  Wellefley ’s  firft  arrival 


in  this  country,  he  fet  his  face  de¬ 
cidedly  againft  horfe-racing,  and 
every  other  fpecies  of  gambling  ; 
yet  at  the  end  of  November,  1 803, 
there  were  three  days*  races  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  Calcutta.  Very 
large  fums  were  betted,  and  of 
courfe  were  loft  by  the  inexperi¬ 
enced.  There  are  a  few  fteady 
and  pra&ifed  gamblers,  who  encou¬ 
rage  every  fpecies  of  play  among 
the  young  fervants  of  the  company, 
and  make  a  confiderable  profit  by 
their  imprudence.  As  thofe  are 
marked  characters,  I  wonder  they 
are  not  fent  away. 

The  moft  rapidly  accumulating 
evil  of  Bengal,  is  the  increafe  of 
half-caft  children  :  they  are  forming 
the  firft  ftep  to  colonization,  by 
creating  a  link  of  union  between 
the  Englifh  and  the  natives.  In 
every  country  where  this  interme¬ 
diate  caft  has  been  permitted  to 
rife,  it  has  ultimately  tended  to  the 
ruin  of  that  country,  Spanilh  Ame¬ 
rica  and  St.  Domingo  are  examples 
of  this  faff.  Their  increafe  in 
India  is  beyond  calculation  ;  and 
though  poffibly  there  may  be  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  from  the  floth  of  the 
Hindoos,  and  the  rapidly  declining 
confequence  of  the  Muffulmans, 
yet  it  may  be  juftly  apprehended 
that  this  tribe  may  hereafter  be¬ 
come  too  powerful  for  controu!. 
Although  they  are  not  permitted 
to  hold  offices  under  the  company, 
yet  they  aft  as  clerks  in  aim  oft 
every  mercantile  houfe,  and  many 
of  them  are  annually  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land  to  receive  the  benefit  of  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  education.  With  numbers 
in  their  favour,  with  a  clofe  rela- 
tionfhip  to  the  natives,  and  without 
an  equal  proportion  of  that  pulilla- 
nimity  and  indolence  which  is  na¬ 
tural  to  them,  what  may  not  in 
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tittle  be  dreaded  from  them  ?  I  have 
iio  hefitation  in  faying  that  the  evil 
ought  to  be  (lopped  ;  and  I  know 
no  other  way  of  effecting  this  ob¬ 
ject,  than  by  obliging  every  father 
of  half-call;  children  to  fend  them 
to  Europe,  prohibiting  their  return 
in  any  capacity  whatfoever.  The 
expence  that  would  thus  attend 
upon  children,  would  certainly 
operate  as1  a  check  to  the  extenfion 
of  zenanas,  which  are  now  but  too 
common  among  the  Europeans ; 
and  this  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
country,  no  lefs  in  a  moral  than  in 
a  political  view. 

After  making  thefe  obfervations, 

I  turn  with  much  fatisfa&ion  to 
the  brighter  parts  of  the  character 
of  my  Eaftern  countrymen.  I  can 
truly  affirm,  that  they  are  hofpi- 
table  in  the  high  eft  degree,  and  that 
their  generofity  is  unbounded.— 
When  an  officer  of  refpe&ability 
dies,  in  either  the  civil  or  military 
fervice,  leaving  a  widow  or  chil¬ 
dren,  a  fubfeription  is  immediately 
fet  on  foot,  which  in  every  inftance 
has  proved  liberal,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  has  conferred  on  the  par¬ 
ties  a  degree  of  affluence,  that  the 
life  of  the  hulband  or  parent  could 
not  for  years  have  infured  them. 
The  hearts  of  the  Britifti  in  this 
country  feem  expanded  by  opu¬ 
lence  :  they  do  every  thing  upon  a 
princely  fcale ;  and  confequently 
do  not  fave  half  the  money  that 
might  be  done  with  a  narrower 
economy.  The  beginning,  how¬ 
ever,  of  a  fortune  being  once  made, 
it  collects  as  rapidly  as  a  fnow-ball. 
In  feven  years,  or  lefs,  a  capital  is 
doubled  5  fo  that  ten  thoufand  ru¬ 
pees  given  to  a  child  at  birth,  is 
a  handfome  independence  by  the 
time  it  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one. 

Vol.  LI.  or  V o l ♦  IX,  New  S 


The  fupreme  court  is  held  in  de¬ 
fer  ved  repute,  and  the  bufinefs  is 
conducted  with  due  decorum.  The 
chief  interpreter  has  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  ad  as  a  police  magiftrate,  in 
confequence  of  which  his  deputy 
fometimes  appears  in  caufes,  the 
importance  of  which  calls  loudly 
for  his  mailer.  The  court,  when 
I  was  there,  was  once  delayed  two 
hours  by  a  confufion  of  the  terms 
repaid  and  advanced ,  made  by  this 
man,  in  a  caui'e  in  which  General 
Martin’s  executors  were  defendant. 

I  had  the  fatisfadion  of  hearing 
the  court  order  them  to  pay  two 
lacs  and  a  half  to  the  plaintiff,  a 
ftiroff  of  Lucknow,  The  affair 
was  one  of  the  general’s  frauds, 
who  had  borrowed  the  money  of 
him,  and  feveral  other  natives,  to 
lend  it  to  Afoph-ud-Dowlah  :  and 
on  his  being  repaid,  he  reiufed  to 
return  them  their  fhare ;  and  they 
dared  not  complain,  as  the  Nawaub 
would  inftantly  .have  feized  it. 
They,  however,  kept  his  bond, 
and  recovered  on  it  with  intereft. 

It  will  hardly  be  believed,  that 
in  this  fplendid  city,  the  head  of  a 
mighty  Chriffian  empire,  there  is 
only  one  church  of  the  eftablifti- 
ment  of  the  mother  country,  and 
that  by  no  means  confpicuous,  ei¬ 
ther  for  fize  or  ornament.  It  is 
alfo  remarkable,  that  all  Britifti 
India  does  not  afford  one  epifcopal 
fee,  while  that  advantage  has  been 
granted  to  the  province  of  Canada  ; 
yet  it  is  certain,  that  from  the  re- 
motenefs  of  the  country,  and  the 
peculiar  temptations  to  which  the 
freedom  of  manners  expofes  the 
clergy,  immediate  epifcopal  fuper- 
intendance  can  no  where  be  more 
requifite.  From  the  want  of  this 
it  is  painful  to  obferve,  that  the 
characters  of  too  many  of  that 
;ries,  [3  TJ  order 
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order  are  by  no  means  creditable 
to  the  do&rines  they  profefs  ; 
which,  together  with  the  unedify- 
ing  contehs  that  prevail  among 
them,  even  in  the  pulpit,  tend  to 
lower  the  religion,  and  its  fol¬ 
lowers,  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives 
of  every  defcription.  If  there  be 
any  plan  for  conciliating  the  minds 
of  the  natives  to  Chriflianity,  it  is 
i*o  manifeftly  effential  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  them  in  a  refpe&able  form 
at  the  feat  of  government,  that  I 
prefume  all  parties  will  allow, 
that  the  firft  ftep  Ihould  be  to  place 
‘it  there  upon  a  proper  footing. 

Since  my  return  to  England,  I 
find  that  an  epifcopal  eftabliihment 
for  India,  upon  a  very  large  fcale, 
has  been  publicly  recommended  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan.  Were  its 
expediency  in  other  refpeCts  agreed 
upon,  I  fear  the  prefent  flate  of  the 
revenue  in  that  country  would  ren¬ 
der  fuch  a  ferious  addition  to  the 
expenditure  unjuitifiabie  ;  but  the 
maintenance  of  one  bilhop  could 
not  reafonably  be  objected  to  ;  for, 
with  a  revenue  of  eleven  millions, 
It  becomes  a  duty  to  appropriate  a 
part  to  religious  purpofes,  and  not 
a  mere  confideration  of  eligibility  ; 
I  therefore  concur  with  the  dodor, 
in  an  earned  wifh  that  fuch  an  ap¬ 
pointment  fhould  take  place  with¬ 
out  delay.  In  the  contemplation 
of  fuch  a  meafure,  I  fhall  date  my 
ideas  relative  to  the  fituation,  au¬ 
thority,  and  duties  of  a  bifhop  for 
India. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  effentially 
requifite  that  the  perfon  appointed 
to  this  facred  office,  fhould  devote 
himfelf  to  it  lor  life,  renouncing 
every  expectation  of  returning  to 
England  in  advanced  years,  and  en- 
joying  himfelf  in  indolence  upon  a 
penfion.  He  fhould  confider  the 


tie  connecting  him  with  his  diocefe 
as  indiffoluble,  and  place  all  his  fe¬ 
licity  in  performing  his  duties  with 
fidelity  and  honour.  He  fhould  be 
free  from  the  rage  of  profelyting, 
that  he  may  be  able  to  obferve 
with  impartiality  the  conduct  of 
thofe  whofe  zeal  leads  them  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  converfion  of  the  Hin¬ 
doos,  and  that  he  may  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  that  violation  of  their 
prejudices,  which  has  fo  recently 
been  praCtifed  by  fome  of  the  mif- 
fionaries;  a  conduCt  highly  repre- 
henfible,  which,  if  peri'evered  in, 
will  certainly  induce  them  to  de- 

a 

ciine  all  inftruCtion,  if  it  docs  not 
provoke  them  to  expel  the  Britifh 
from  India.  He  ihould  be  invefted 
with  the  full  power  of  fufpending 
and  ordering  home  any  of  his  de¬ 
linquent  clergy,  without  which  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  him  to 
maintain  effectual  difeipline  ;  and 
il  a  right  of  appeal  againft  his  fen- 
tence  were  thought  advifabie  to  be 
granted,  it  ihould  be  either  to  an 
archbishop,  or  to  the  king  in  coun¬ 
cil  ;  fince  a  power  of  reverfal  lodged 
in  the  India  company,  might  be 
found  as  detrimental  in  ecclefiaf- 
tical,  as  it  is  in  civil  affairs.  Even 
delicacy  fhould  induce  them  to  de¬ 
cline  it,  fince  it  is  fcarcely  poffible 
that  ail  could  be  unprej udiced  j udges 
in  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  appointed  by 
themfelves. 

I  fhould  be  much  inclined  to 
urge  the  propriety  of  extending  to 
the  whole  clergy  of  India  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  perpetual  refidence ;  but 
in  order  to  induce  men  of  real 
merit  to  accept  an  office  requiring 
them  to  abandon  the  hopes  of  re¬ 
turning  to  their  native  country,  a 
ftipend  fhould  be  annexed  to  it, 
fufficient  to  enable  them  to  fupport 
a  mode  of  living  cor-refpondenc  to 

their 
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fcheir  dignity,  and  make  an  ade- 
quate  provilion  for  their  families. 
If  a  pen ft on  were  allowed  for  the 
widows,  it  would  be  an  additional 
motive  to  the  truly  refpedlable,  and 
would  render  a  large  falary  lefs  ne- 
celfary. 

In  every  view,  political  as  well 
as  religious,  it  is  highly  dell  table 
that  men  of  liberal  education  and 
exemplary  piety  Ihould  be  em¬ 
ployed  ;  who,  by  their  manners; 
would  improve  the  tone  of  fociety 
in  which  they  lived,  and,  by  the 
facrednefs  of  their  character,  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  check  on  the  tendency  to 
licentioufnefs  that  too  frequently 
prevails. 

The  fplendour  of  epifcopal  wor¬ 
ship  Ihould  be  maintained  in  the 
highett  degree  our  church  allows. 
On  the  natives  of  India,  accuftomed 
to  ceremonial  pomp,  and  greatly 
fwayed  by  external  appearances,  it 
would  imprefs  that  refpetft  for  our 
religion,  of  which,  I  am  forry  to 
fay,  they  are  chiefly,  by  our  neg¬ 
lect  of  it  at  prefent,  deititute;  the 
natural  effect  of  which  has  excited 
a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  Hin¬ 
doo,  of  our  own  belief  in  that 
faith  we  are  fo  anxious  to  prefs 
upon  him. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  may  indeed,  from  the  fight 
of  one  folitary  church,  believe  that 
we  have  a  national  religion  ;  but 
I  know  of  nothing  that  can  give 
this  information  to  the  reft  of  our 
eaftern  fubjecls.  Whiift  the  Muf- 
fulman  conquerors  of  India  have 
eftablifhed  mofques  in  every  town 
of  their  dominions,  the  traveller, 
after  quitting  Calcutta,  mull  leek 
in  vain  for  any  fuch  mark  of  the 
religion  of  their  fuccefibrs. 

Another  great  obftacle  to  the  re¬ 
ception  oft?hrifllanity  by  the  Hin¬ 


doos,  is  the  admiffion  of  the  Fa¬ 
rias  into  our  church,  among  whom 
the  chief  conversions  have  been 
made  ;  fince  nothing  C2n  be  more 
{hocking  to  their  ideas  than  the. 
equality  thus  produced  between 
the  higher  and  lower  calls.  As 
Ions'  ns  this  diftimftion  continues 

O  t  . 

to  exift,  it  will  be  impoffible  to 
obliterate  fuch  notions.;  and  any 
innovation  attempted  by  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  tefpedl,  would  be  re¬ 
filled  with  the  utmoft  force  of  pre¬ 
judice. 

Although  the  Hindoos  have 
adopted  from  us  various  improve¬ 
ments  in  their  manufactures  of 
falt-petre,  opium,  and  indigo,  and 
have  made  rapid  advances  in  the 
knowledge  of  Ihip-buiiding,  prac¬ 
tical  mathematics,  and  navigation  ; 
yet  none  of  thefe  acquirements 
have  interfered  with  their  religious 
prejudices*  The  inftant  thefe  are 
touched,  they  fly  off  from  ,all  ap¬ 
proximation  to  their  matters,  and 
an  end  is  put  to  farther  advance¬ 
ment.  Nothing  is  therefore  more 
to  be  avoided  than  alarming  their 
jealoufy  on  this  head,  and  exciting 
the  fufpicion  that  government, 
means,  in  any  manner,  to  interfere 
in  the  bulinefs  of  profely  ting.  The 
Brahmins  area  very  powerful  body  5 
they  are  both  an  hereditary  nobi¬ 
lity,  and  a  reigning  hierarchy 
looked  up  to  with  the  highett  ve¬ 
neration  by  the  inferior  calls,  and 
pottefled  of  the  moft  dittinguiihing 
privileges  ?  they  will  confequently 
oppofe  with  their  whole  influence 
any  attempt  to  lubvert  that  fylk 
tem,  upon  which  all  their  fupe- 
riority  depends.  They  have  al¬ 
ready  taken  alarm  at  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  miflionaries  in  Bengal, 
and  other  parts  ;  and,  if  driven  to 
extremities,  will  doubt  lefs  exc.te 
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a  formidable  di  faffed  ion  to  our  go¬ 
vernment  among  the  natives.  On 
the  contrary,  the  former  wife  policy 
of  treating  them  with  refped,  and 
giving  a  full  toleration  to  their  fu- 
perftitions,  was  often  attended  with 
the  happy  effed  of  making  them 
the  inltrument  of  enforcing  ufeful 
regulations  in  the  country  ;  for  they 
have  never  fcrupled,  when  requir¬ 
ed,  giving,  a  fandion  to  the  orders 
of  government  to  fupprefs  hurtful 
practices,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  fa- 
crifice  of  children  at  Saugur,  and 
in  many  other  inftances.  We 
fhould  aJfo  be  aware,  that  although 
the  comparifon  between  the  Muf- 
fulman  intolerance,  and  our  con¬ 
trary  fpirit,  wasfo  much  in  our  fa¬ 
vour,  as  to  have  had  a  powerful 
efficacy  in  attaching  them  to  the 
Britifh  government,  knowing  that 
they  had  only  one  choice  of  maf- 
ters  ;  yet  were  this  difference  of 
policy  taken  away,  their  habits  and 
manners,  which  are  more  conge¬ 
nial  to  thofe  of  the  Muffulmans, 
would  probably  induce  them  to 
prefer  their  government  to  ours. 


Character  of  the  Cingalefe .  From 
the  fame . 

The  Cingalefe  are  diftributed 
into  many  calls,  and  fubdivifions 
of  calls.  Of  thefe,.  the  frit  is  that 
of  the  Vellelas,  or  cultivators  of 
rhe  land  ;  from  the  two  fuperior 
daffes  of  which  are  ehofen  Mode- 
liars,  and  principal  native  officers 
of  the  government  ;  from  the  in¬ 
ferior,  the  lower  officers,:  and  Ir«f- 
earyns,  or  militia  men.  The  cafb 
of  filhermen  is  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful,  but  th6  Mahomnaedans  alfo 
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carry  on  the  occupation.  The 
other  calls'^  are  diflinguilhed  by 
their  feveral  trades,  which  they 
follow  exclufively  v  thus  the  walh-- 
ermen  only  wafh  cloaths,  and  the 
barbers  only  fhave  j  and,  upon  a 
late  quarFel  between  thefe  two 
calls,  the  waPnermen  remained  un- 
fhaven,  and  the  barbers  in  their 
foul  cloaths,  till  Mr.  North,  dif~ 
gulled  with  their  appearance,  me¬ 
diated  a  peace  between  them.  The 
Chalias,  or  cinnamon  peelers,  are 
a  numerous  and  turbulent  call. 
They  are  not  originally  of  this 
i Hand,-  but,  from  their  importance  y 
obtained  great  privileges  irom  the 
Dutch  government.  Thefe  were 
abolifhed  by  Mr.  North,  who  gave 
them  additional  pay  as  a  compen¬ 
sation.  Their  lands  were  free  of 
taxes,  and  their  caufes  were  judged 
by  their  own  chief,  who  was  call¬ 
ed  Captain  Cinnamon  ;  a  title 
which  Mr.  North  took  himfelf. 
The  governor  is  ex-officio  head  of 
the  Vellelas,  as  the  chief  fecretary 
is  of  the  filhermen.  Of  the  others 
there  are  native  heads. 

The  higher  calls  are  extremely 
jealous  of  their  privileges,  and 
feverely  punilh  thofe  of  the  lower 
calls  who  prefume  to  ufurp  them. 
A  man  who  ventured  to  cover  his 
houfe  with  tiles,  without  being 
entitled  to  that  diftindion,  had  it 
pulled  down  to  the  ground  by  or¬ 
der  of  his  fuperior ;  and  a  poor 
LayloF,  whofe  love  of  finery  led 
him  to  be  married  in  a  fcarlec 
jacket,  was  nearly  killed  at  the 
church  door.  The  privilege  of 
calls  extends  to  the  drefs  of  the 
females,  and  many  are  prohibited 
from  wearing  a  petticoat  below 
their  knees,  or  covering  their 
breads.  Vanity  is  the  predomi¬ 
nant  pafEon  of  the  Cingalefe  ;  they 
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arc  therefore  continually  attempt¬ 
ing  to  drefs  above  their  condition, 
which  occasions  perpetual  difputes. 

The  Malabars,  who  inhabit  the 
northern  part  of  our  fettlement, 
and  a  branch  of  whom  were  on  the 
throne  of  Candy  before  the  late 
revolution,  are  alfo  divided  into 
cads,  but  not  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
the  Cingalefe.  Befides  thefe,  who 
Tire  chiefly  Chriftians  in  name, 
there  are  two  numerous  cads  of 
Mahommedans :  firft,  the  Lobbies, 
or  African  merchants,  who  were  re¬ 
garded  by  the  Dutch  as  ftrangers, 
and  taxed  at  twenty-four  (hillings 
each  per  annum,  which  impoft  the 
Britilh  government  took  off.  They 
are  active  and  induftrious.  Mr. 
North  introduced  a  Mufti  to  de¬ 
termine  their  caufes,  but,  like  his 
brethren,  he  took  bribes,  and  was 
difmiffed,  and  the  governor  be¬ 
came  himfelf  their  judge.  Second, 
the  Malays,  who  may  be  fubdi- 
vided  into  princes,  foldiers,  and 
robbers  ;  though  indeed  the  latter 
defignation  may,  without  injuf- 
tice,  be  extended  to  all  of  them. 
Of  the  princes,  fome  are  depoied 
fovereigns  of  java,  or  the  circum¬ 
jacent  ides,  or  of  the  peninfula  of 
Malacca,  whom  the  jealoufy  of 
the  Dutch  had  banidied  to  this 
country,  till  it  might  be  thought 
proper  to  reindate  them,  and  fend 
hither  their  fucceffors.  There  are 
alfo  the  wives  or  relatives  of  fuch 
as  have  died  during  their  banifh- 
rnent.  The  foldiers  are  in  Britilh 
pay,  and  the  Malays  are  excellent 
in  that  capacity.  Though  they 
have  a  high  fenfe  of  honour,  which 
makes  their  refentment  fatal, 
when  they  think  themfelves  in¬ 
jured;  they  will  fubmit,  without 
a  murmur,  to  military  puniftiment. 
jThey  form  a  counterpoife  to  the 
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natives,  with  whom  they  are  not 
at  all  conneded,  yet  are  not  fufti- 
ciently  numerous  to  be  dangerous. 
Their  conduct  during  the  Candian 
war  was  highly  to  their  credit ; 
they  did  not  defert  the  Britifh  offi¬ 
cers  till  thefe  had  deferted  them¬ 
felves,  and,  even  then,  the  chiefs 
preferred  death  to  dishonour. 

The  Cimralefe  are  a  finer  race 

o 

of  men  than  the  Bengalefe,  and 
are  more  elegant  than  the  Roh'dlas 
or  Rajahpouts.  They  rarely  lit  m 
a  crouching  pofture,  and,  confe- 
quently  have  good  calves  to  their 
legs.  Their  drefs  is  by  no  means 
inelegant.  The  lower  orders  leave 
the  body  naked  to  the  hips  ;  a 
large  cloth,  folded  round  them, 
reaches  below  the  knees  :  it  is  ufu- 
ally  of  a  handfome  pattern,  or 
white,  with  a  border.  Occafion- 
ally  a  ftmilar  piece  is  thrown  over 
the  fhoulders.  The  head  is  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  handkerchief.  The  fe¬ 
males  cover  the  loins  like  the 
men :  the  calls,  to  whom  it  is  per¬ 
mitted,  wear  a  white  chemife,  that 
clofes  before,  and  extends  to  the 
hips  :  the  others  draw  a  piece  ol 
cloth  tight  juft  above  the  breaks, 
and  let  it  hang  down.  The  ex- 
preffion  of  their  countenances  is 
line  ;  their  Ikin  nearly  black  ;  and 
their  hair,  of  which  they  are  very 
proud,  is  long,  black,  and  not 
coarfe. 

Tiie  vices  of  the  Cingalefe  feem 
to  be  the  creation  of  their  late 
mailers.  Oppreffion  has  had  much 
influence  in  forming  their  charac¬ 
ter,  of  which  indolence  is  the  moS: 
prominent  feature..  This  quality 
has  been  fuppofed  natural  to  them  ; 
and  a  general  prejudice  has  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  a  Cingalefe  mull  be 
compelled  to  labour.  But,  under 
the  Dutch  government,  they  had 
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no  choice  but  to  be  poor  and  idle, 
or  work  for  nothing  ;  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  preferred  the 
former  :  now  that  their  property  is 
fecured  to  them,  they  gradually 
become  more  induftrious.  Concu¬ 
binage  with  a  white  is  reckoned 
no  difgrace  to  a  native  female. 
She  goes  by  his  name  among  her 
own  people,  and  is  refpefted  for 
the  property  (he  brings.  She  walks 
before  her  father  and  mother  to 
church  or  mafs,  and,  if  a  Catho¬ 
lic,  eafily  obtains  abfolution  from 
a  half  call  Portuguefe  pried,  who 
knows  nothing  of  his  religion  but 
its  ceremonies.  Thus  loofe  man¬ 
ners  are  prevalent,  through  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Europeans. 

A  great  part  of  the  I  Hand  of 
Ceylon  having  been  long  under 
the  controul  of  the  Portuguefe  and 
Dutch,  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  inhabitants  have,  at  lead  ex¬ 
ternally,  conformed  to  the  religion 
of  their  makers.  The  Portuguefe, 
with  the  ufual  intolerant  zeal  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  dedroyed 
the  temples  of  Boodh  throughout 
their  dominions  ;  and,  fub'ftirutirg 
a  mode  of  worfhip  well  calculated 
by  its  fplendour  and  parade  to  cap¬ 
tivate  the  imagination,  made  pro- 
felytes  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
people.  The  Dutch  went  about 
the  bufinefs  more  coolly,  and  held 
forth  the  temptation  of  requiring 
the  proldlion  of  the  Proteftant 
faith  as  a  qualification  for  all  pub¬ 
lic  offices.  They  alfo  wifely  efta- 
bliihed  fchools  throughout  the 
country,  in  which  the  youth  were 
educated  in  Chriftian  principles. 
Their  clergy,  though  only  ten  in 
number,  were  active,  and  their 
labours  were  affifled  by  the  miffi- 
pnaries  from  Tranquebar.  Thus 
jphriftianify  fpread  widely,  efpe- 


cially  among  the  Vellelas,  or  noble 
clafs  ;  and  the  Proteftant  natives 
have  been  edimated  at  above 
240,000  ;  whild  the  Catholics  are 
fuppofed  to  be  ftill  more  numerous. 
Many  of  thefe,  indeed,  are  only 
nominal  Chriftians,  who  retain  a 
great  reverence  for  the  rites  of 
pagan ifm,  and  the  doctrines  of 
Roodh.  When  at  a  diftance  from 
the  infpedion  of  government,  they 
confult  the  priefts  with  confidences 
both  as  conjurors  and  pffiyficians. 
Mr.  North  mentioned  to  me  a  cu¬ 
rious  anecdote  relative  to  the  re¬ 
maining  attachment  to  the  ancient 
religion.  In  one  of  his  progreffes 
through  this  ifland,  he  had  occa- 
fion  to  examine  a  man  upon  oath, 
and  afked  him  of  what  religion  he 
was.  He  replied,  a  Chriftian.  Of 
what  feci  ?  A  Dutch  Chriftian. 
Y 011  believe  then  in  Buddah  ? 
Yes,  certainly.  Mr.  North  did 
not  fwear  him  as  a  Proteftant.  I 
have  no  doubt,  however,  that  even 
this  nominal  Chriftianity  is  an 
advantage,  as  it  has  an  effedl  in 
deft  roving  their  prejudices,  and 
their  children  become  real  be¬ 
lievers  by  means  of  education  in 
the  fchools. 


CufiomSy  Manners c.  f  Abyjjinia. 
Front  Mr.  Salt’s  Narrative ,  it% 
l' if  count  Valent  in’  s  Travels . 

A  good  deal  of  attention  is  paid 
to  ceremony  at  Antalow.  Moft 
of  thofe  who  come  into  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Ras  uncover  them- 
Pelves  to  the  waift  ;  others  expofe 
only  to  the  breaft,  and  afterwards 
replace  their  garments.  Mnffui- 
mans  are  permuted  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  hi:n  with  their  heads  covered, 
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as  alfo  the  priefts,  and  forne  few  of 
the  Chridian  chiefs.  All  mecha¬ 
nics,  or  people  employed  in  bufi- 
nefs,  fuch  as  cooking,  &c.  wear  a 
cloth  about  their  heads.  No  one 
in  public  addrefles  the  Ras  with¬ 
out  rifmg  from  the  ground,  and 
uncovering  to  the  waifl  ;  but,  after 
the  firfl  addrefs,  they  are  often 
permitted  to  fpeak  fitting.  This 
does  not  hold  good,  however,  in 
their  private  parties, where  they  are 
all  huddled  together  on  the  ground 
in  a  mod  happy  equality.  Equals 
falute  each  other  by  killing  when¬ 
ever  they  meet,  and  repeat  their 
compliments  over  and  over  again, 
like  their  neighbours  the  Arabs. 
With  all  their  freedom,  they  are 
fcrupulous  obfervers  of  the  laws  of 
good-breeding  eftabliftied  among 
themfelves,  and  are  particularly 
attentive  to  their  friends,*  efpeci- 
ally  at  meals,  where  they  make  it 
a  point  to  feed  each  other.  The 

Ras  wears  a  fmall  piece  of  the 

* 

fined  cloth  upon  his  head,  and  has 
always  fix  or  feven  fiaves  in  at¬ 
tendance,  one  of  whom  brufhes  the 
flies  away  with  a  choury  made  of 
cow’s  tail  ;  the  bufinefs  of  another 
is  to  replace  his  garment,  when  it 
falls  down  from  off  his  finoulders, 
unlefs  the  minifler  fliould  be  pre- 
fent,  to  whom  this  office  then  de¬ 
volves.  All  ranks  appeared  to 
fiand  in  great  awe  of  his  autho¬ 
rity,  except  a  few  favourite  fiaves, 
who  feemed  to  be  perfe&ly  at  their 
eafe  ;  among  them  were  two 
blacks  from  Sennaar,  who  had  the 
broad  Negro  features,  and  whofe 
hair,  the  Ras  once  obferved,  was 
like  black  pepper. 

In  the  decifion  of  caufes,  which 
ever  party  may  be  in  the  wrong, 
it  generally  turns  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Ras,  who  decides  the 
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matter.  The  parties  begin  by  de¬ 
nying  each  other’s  flatement :  one 
then  proceeds  to  fay,  that  if  he 
is  found  in  the  wrong  he  will  for¬ 
feit  to  the  judge  a  quantity  of 
fait,  a  mule,  {laves,  or  gold,  or 
whatever  the  other  may  be  willing 
to  flake  upon  his  veracity.  The 
other  having  agreed  to  a  fixed  pe¬ 
nalty,  the  caufe  is  put  off  until 
farther  evidence  is  brought,  when 
the  party  in  the  wrong  is  conviXed 
and  punifhed,  only  by  the  lofs  of 
what  he  had  voluntarily  pledged 
himfelf  to  rifk  ;  they  then  kifs  the 
ground  three  times,  and  retire. 

I  was  informed  that  land  de- 
feends  by  inheritance  from  father 
to  fon,  and  if  there  is  no  fon  to 
the  brother  :  but  that  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  relations  have  a  claim  to 
a  maintenance.  In  default  of  kin¬ 
dred,  people  often  make  over  their 
land  to  a  friend,  to  be  fold ;  half 
the  produce  going  to  the  poor,  and 
half  to  the  priefls.  The  Ras  never 
thinks  of  removing  any  chief,  or 
interfering  with  him,  fo  long  as 
the  efiabliflied  tribute  is  paid. 
There  are  many  of  his  relatives  to 
whom  he  has  granted  land,  free 
of  all  rent,  among  whom  are  Bar- 
rambarras  Toklu,  and  Baiha  Gue- 
bra  Eyatt.  I  enquired,  if  there 
fhould  be  another  Ras,  whether 
they  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
tribute?  To  which  1  was  an- 
fwered,  no!  they  will  plead  not 
having  paid  it  to  the  former. 

Great  men  take  as  many  wives 
as  they  pleafe  ;  but  it  is  difficult 
to  get  rid  of  them,  owing  to 
their  connexions,  who  always  re¬ 
lent  any  affront  offered  to  the  wo¬ 
men.  Shum  Waldo,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  had  forty  wives,  and  left 
behind  him  one  hundred  children. 
Having  divorced  one  of  his  wives, 
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her  father  made  flrong  remoru 
Rrances  on  the  fubjeft,  and  re¬ 
peating  this  too  often,  the  haughty 
Shutn’s  temper  was  at  lalt  fo  much 
enraged,  that  he  made  an  attempt, 
in  his  anger,  to  kill  the  old  man, 
by  firing  a  matchlock  at  him. 
^Marriages  are  very  eafily  made 
up  ;  the  parties  go  to  any  friend’s 
houfe,  and  there  enter  into  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  each  other,  with¬ 
out  the  prefence  of  a  prieft  being 
necefTary. 

So  far  from  enjoying  a  free  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  males,  as  is  af- 
ferted  by  Mr.  Bruce,  it  is  certain 
that  the  married  women  are  watch¬ 
ed  with  fome  caution  by  their 
hufbands,  and  even  occaflonally 
fecluded  from  male  fociety,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  Ozoio  Mantwaub.  So 
alive  is  the  Ras  to  the  feelings  of 
jealoufy,  that  he  has  never  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  only  fon,  a  child 
about  three  years  old,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fufpicion  of  his  mo¬ 
ther’s  fidelity.  Mr.  Bruce  has 
been  equally  incorreH  in  Hating 
that  ballards,  or  the  offspring  of  a 
connection  between  the  mailer  and 
a  domeftic  fervant,  can  inherit  the 
father’s  property.  They  are,  in 
fa6t,  confdered  as  little  better 
than  menials ;  except  that  they 
are  not  obliged  to  work.  They 
are  favage  in  their  treatment  of 
children,  yet  refpedtful  towards 
women,  whom  neverthelefs  they, 
in  our  opinion,  treat  with  little 
regard  to  decency  in  their  conver- 
fation  ;  but  the  grofs  and  difgufl- 
inof  fcenes  which  Mr.  Bruce  de- 
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fc ribe s  as  following  a  brinde  feaft, 
I  firmly  believe  exifterl  only  in  his 
own  imagination.  His  account  of 
the  flefh  cut  out  of  living  animals 
was  repeatedly  inquired  into  by 
our  party  ;  all  to  whom  we  fpokc 


denied  its  ever  being  done.  Raw 
flefh  had  been  obferved  by  all 
travellers,  before  Mr.  Bruce,  as 
the  common  food  of  the  Abyflini- 
ans,  but  Mr.  Bruce  makes  no  dif- 
tindlion  between  the  two ;  or  ra¬ 
ther  withes  to  confound  them  to¬ 
gether,  that  he  may  have  the 
countenance  of  Poncet  and  the  Je- 
fuits  ;  but  none  of  them  ever  men¬ 
tioned  the  eating  of  flefh  dripped 
from  a  living  animal,  though  Mr. 
Bruce  is  impudent  enough  to  fay 
that  this  was  the  ordinary  banquet 
of  citizens,  and  even  priefts, 
throughout  all  the  country.  The 
feaft  given  by  the  Ras  on  the 
grand  review  of  his  troops,  at 
which  we  were  prefent,  was  a  moll 
convincing  proof  to  the  contrary. 

Calves  and  lambs  are  not  eaten  5 
but  I  doubt  if  this  be  not  done 
from  the  prudential  motive  of 
keeping  up  the  flock  of  cattle,  the 
confumption  of  which  is  enormous. 
Wild  fowl  is  alfo  a  prohibited  ar¬ 
ticle,  which  feems  to  be  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  Jewifh  cuftom.  Hogs 
are  not  kept  tame ;  but,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  Jews,  they  feem  to 
have  no  objection  to  them  wild ; 
a  quarter  was  prefented  to  Captain 
Rudland,  while  refiding  with  the 
Ras  at  Mucculluck.  With  Mufful- 
mans  they  will  neither  eat,  drink, 
nor  fmoke,  but  have  no  obje&ioni 
to  do  fo  with  ftrangers,  when  con¬ 
vinced  they  are  Chriftians.  They 
are  leafl;  particular  with  refpetff  to 
drinking,  as  I  have  repeatedly 
feen  them  drinking  out  of  the  fame 
cup.  The  Muffulmans  will  eat 
of  the  bread  and  flfh  from  the 
Ras’s  table,  and  even  in  his  pre¬ 
fence.  The  higher  orders  are  ex¬ 
tremely  regular  in  attending  to  the 
eftablilhed  fall  days,  which  take 
up  one- third  of  the  year ;  but  this 
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does  not  hold  good  with  the  lower 
orders,  who  devour,  rather  than 
eat,  whatever  they  can  get,  at  all 
times.  They  are  charitable  in 
affifting  the  diftreffed ;  our  fer- 
vants  often  faved  bread  to  give  to 
beggars,  which,  at  the  time  that 
we  returned  from  Adowa,  were 
very  numerous,  fitting  by  the 
highway.  Even  to  dogs  they  are 
very  humane,  though  they  diflike 
them,  permitting  them  to  have 
Iree  accefs  to  their  houfes. 

We  had  feveral  ftrono*  inftances 

O  . 

of  their  honefty  to  us,  which 
might,  however,  have  been  caufed 
by  fear ;  for  we  witneffed  many 
inftances  of  their  roguery,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  convey  away  articles 
belonging  to  the  houfes  we  (lopped 
at.  They  are  all  exceedingly  fuf- 
picious  of x  each  other;  which 
pretty  (Irongly  proves  that  the 
lower  claffes  are  addi&ed  to  pilfer¬ 
ing.  All  are  eager  for  prefents, 
which  they  frequently  rather  de¬ 
mand,  than  requeft. 

When  I  found  that  I  mud  give 
up  all  hopes  of  penetrating  beyond 
the  Tacazze,  I  took  every  occa- 
(ion  to  make  enquiries  of  fuch  per- 
fons  as  were  likely  to  give  me  any 
intelligence  refpe&ing  the  Nile. 
Their  accounts  generally  agreed 
with  each  other,  but  it  appeared 
to  me,  that  they  fpoke  from  what 
they  had  heard,  and  not  from  per- 
fonal  knowledge.  Its  fituation 
near  the  village  of  Geefh  ;  the 
marfhinefs  of  the  plain,  the  ele¬ 
vation  of  the  fpot  whence  it  (lows 
above  the  furrounding  country,  its 
circuit  from  Gojam,  its  courfe 
being  diftinguilhable  through  the 
lake  Dembea,  were  points  familiar 
to  them  all ;  but  they  differed  con- 
fiderably  as  to  the  number  of  foun¬ 
tains  from  which  it  fprings,  fomc 


fpeaking  of  three,  others  of  four, 
and  one  perfon  of  five ;  but  this, 
they  faid,  depended  on  the  fea- 
fons ;  for  if  much  rain  fell,  the 
accumulation  of  water  would  force 
open  frefh  paffages.  Hadjee  Ha- 
med  had  been  half  way  there  when 
fent  by  the  Iteghe  to  recover  Mr. 
Bruce's  loft  property,  when  he 
firft  attempted  to  vifit  the  fources 
of  the  Nile  ;  but  he  confeiTed  that 
he  had  no  curioftty  to  go  on  ;  and 
like  all  the  others  to  whom  I  had 
fpoken  to  on  the  fubjedl,  appeared 
to  attach  fome  degree  of  myftery 
to  Yagoub’s  anxiety,  about  what 
appeared  to  them  all  fo  uninlereft- 
ing. 

Both  Chriftians  and  Mufful- 
mans  fpoke  in  high  terms  of  the 
magnificence  of  Gondar,  and  the 
fplendour  of  the  court,  when  the 
King  and  Ras  were  together ;  but 
as  the  fcale  of  their  ideas  was  ex¬ 
tremely  different  from  our  own, 
it  was  difficult  to  eftimate  rightly 
their  affertions.  From  their  flat¬ 
tering  account  of  Adowa,  I  was 
completely  deceived  until  I  reach¬ 
ed  that  place  ;  and  I  fhould  fufpeft 
that  a  vifit  to  Gondar  would  be 
produiftive  of  the  fame  difappoint- 
ment.  The  town  has  neither  wall 
nor  fortification.  The  principal 
building  is  the  palace,  to  which 
are  attached  four  churches,  one  at 
each  corner.  In  the  reft  of  the 
town,  it  is  faid,  there  are  no  lefs 
than  forty-two.  For  the  compa¬ 
rative  fplendour  of  thefe  buildings 
they  are  indebted  to  the  Portu- 
guefe,  who  ere&ed  them  during 
the  continuance  of  their  power, 
and  have  left  them  as  models  for 
the  artifans  of  the  prefent  time. 
The  want  of  wood,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  procuring  done,  have 
rendered  the  little  fcience  which 
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fill  I  glimmers  in  this  country  al- 
naoil  ufelefs  ;  for  they  are  ipnorant 
of  the  art  of  making  brick,  A 
few  Greek  ardfans  are  generally 
to  be  found  in  the  country,  but 
they  are  little  better  than  the 
native  workmen.  The  roofing  of 
the  houfes,  and  the  neatnefs  of  the 
thatching,  are  moll  to  be  admired, 
but  this  is  entirely  done  by  the 
FaleOia,  or  Jews. 

The  royal  family  are  no  longer 
confined  to  the  mountains  of 
Wechne,  or  Way-gne ;  this  cuf- 
tom  bavins;  been  abolifhed  feme 
years  ago.  They  are  now  living 
dependent  on  the  chiefs  of  the  dif, 
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ferent  provinces. 

The  charming  Ozoro  Eflher  is 
dead,  but  a  daughter  of  her’s  is 
living  at  Gondar.  Tecla  Mariam, 
her  companion,  the  beautiful 
daughter  of  the  fecretary  of  that 
name.  Ay  to  Alo,  Ay  to  Confu, 
and  mod  of  the  other  friends  of 
Mr.  Bruce,  are  alfo  no  more;  but 
the  families  of  the  two  lad  arc 
living  at  the  capital,  in  confider- 
able  fplendour. 

The  manufactures  of  Abyffinia 
are  but  of  trifling  importance. 
They  have  the  cotton  plant  in 
many  parts,  particularly  round 
Adowa  ;  but  they  are  unacquaint, 
cd  with  the  method  of  fe  pa  rating 
the  cotton  from  the  feed,  and 
therefore  import  it  from  India,  in  a 
Hate  fit  for  working  up  into  their 
d reffes.  Coarfe  carpets  are  made 
In  3amcn,  and  at  Gondar,  from 
the  wool  and  hair  of  the  fneep  and 
goats,  which  are  dyed  red,  and 
light  blue  ;  the  former  from  a  tree 
called  haddie,  the  latter  from  a 
plant  refembling  indigo  fern  :  they 
alfo  procure  a  yellow  dye  from 
the  mocmoco.  and  a  black  from 


an  earth  :  they  have  no  dark 
blue. 

Knives  are  made  at  Adowa, 
fpears  and  razors  at  Antalow ; 
iron  they  procure  from  Sennaar 
and  Walkayt,  a  diftrifr  about  fix 
days  journey  from  Adowa,.  and 
alfo  from  Berbera,  between  which 
place  and  Gondar  a  confiderable 
trade  is  carried  on;  the  Abyflini- 
ans  carrying  with  them  ivory. 
Haves,  and  horfes,  and  bringing 
back  iron,  cotton,  and  India 
goods  :  the  latter  make  their  way 
to  Ras-el-Feel,  where  the  kafila 
from  Sennaar  halts  and  makes  its 
purchafes.  The  profit  the  Abyffi- 
nians  receive  is  fuppofed  to  be  one 
hundred  per  cent,  on  thefe  articles, 
which  have  before  been  loaded  to 
at  lead;  an  equal  amount  either  at 
Mocha  or  Aden.  Kafilas  travel 
between  Darfur,  Funge,  and  Gon¬ 
dar  ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  obtain 
any  accurate  information  of  the 
different  articles  in  which  they 
trade. 


De/crip  lion  of  a  Reaoienv  and  a  Rrinde 

FeajR  at  Antalo-w,  in  AbjfJtnia. 

From  the  fame* 

This  day  being:  considered  as 

j  O 

the  principal  day  of  mufter,  I 
went  with  Captain  Rudland,  after 
breakfaft,  to  tire  Ras,  but  Mr. 
Carter  was  too  unwell  to  accom¬ 
pany  us.  On  this  occafion,  I 
clothed  myfelf  in  an  AbyfTmian 
garment,  and  Captain  Rudland  in 
his  Britifh  uniform.  We  found 
the  Ras  feared  in  a  fmall  verandah, 
in  front  of  a  building,  converted 
to  the  purpofe  from  a  butler’s  hail, 
which  overlooked  a  walled  inclo- 
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fare,  about  three  hundred  yards  in 
circumference.  Around  him  were 
feated  many  of  his  principal  chiefs. 
He  received  us  with  his  ufual  at¬ 
tention,  feemed  much  gratified  by 
our  change  of  drefs,  and  placed  us 
immediately  befide  him  on  his 
couch. 

It  is  difficult  to  deferibe  the 
feene  that  enfued.  The  outer  part 
of  the  inclofure  was  lined  with 
crowds  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
others  had  mounted  the  walls, 
which  foon  were  completely  co¬ 
vered  with  them.  Oppolite  the 
Ras  was  a  gateway,  in  a  room 
over  which  fat  a  number  of  officers 
of  date,  appointed  to  regulate  the 
review.  Through  this  gateway 
the  chiefs  came  in  feparately,  one 
after  the  other,  each  with  his  re- 
fpe&ive  followers.  Firft  entered 
the  cavalry,  with  the  chief  at 
their  head,  galloping  round  the 
circus,  and  brandifhing  their  fpears 
■  with  great  agility.  The  drefifes 
of  thefe  confided,  for  the  mod 
part,  of  kincaubs,  embroidered 
damalk,  dowered  with  gold,  or 
black  velvet  dudded  with  orna¬ 
ments  of  diver,  thrown  as  a  lcarf 
over  their  fhoulders,  and  fadened 
with  a  gold  clafp  acrofs  the  bread. 
Round  their  heads  they  wore  ban¬ 
dages,  formed  of  yellow,  green, 
or  red  fatin,  tied  behind,  long, 
and  dreaming  loofely  as  they  rode. 
Some,  indead  of  this  ornament, 
had  only  fillets  of  fkin  round  their 
heads,  the  hairs  of  which  danding 
upwards,  gave  an  additional  wild- 
pefs  to  their  appearance.  Some 


few  had  horns  of  gold,  either  per¬ 
pendicular  above  their  foreheads, 
or  projecting  forwards  :  and  feve~ 
rai,  on  the  upper  part  of  their 
arm,  had  a  diver  difk,  of  both 
which  Bruce  has  given  a  reprefen - 
tation.  Others  wore  bracelets  of 
diver,  in  the  fhape  of  a  horfe- 
collar,  round  their  right  arms, 
equal  in  number  to  the  enemies 
they  had  flain.  The  horfes  were 
richly  caparifoncd,  and  bore  on 
their  fronts  the  bloody  garments 
of  foes  d aughtered  by  their  riders. 
Each  chief,  after  riding  round  the 
circus  feven  or  eight  times,  pre- 
fented  himfelf  direCtly  before  the 
Ras,  in  a  menacing  attitude,  re¬ 
cited  in  pompous  language  the  ac¬ 
tions  he  had  performed,  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  throwing  down  before 
him  the  indubitable  trophies  of  his 
valour,  which  had  before  been 
hanging  above  the  bracelets  on  his 
rip  he  arm*.  One  chief  brought 
only  a  knife,  that  he  had  taken 
from  his  opponent.  The  chiefs 
are  not  the  only  ones  who  thus 
prefent  themfelves  before  the  Ras, 
for  every  ragged  rafeal,  among 
the  foot  foldiers,  who  enter  in  a 
throng  after  the  horfemen,  has  the 
fame  privilege.  Among  the  latter, 
horrible  to  relate,  were  fome 
wretches,  probably  followers  of 
the  camp  (for  they  were  not  fol¬ 
diers),  lavage  enough  to  produce 
unquedionable  evidence  that  boys, 
not  men,  had  been  the  victims  of 
their  fury.  At  this  I  expreffed  to 
the  Ras  my  abhorrence  fo  drongly, 
that,  actuated  by  the  fame  ieel- 


*  Ludolf,  fpeaking  of  this  cuftom  among  the  Galla,  from  whom  the  cuftom  is  pro¬ 
bably  derived,  fays,  “  Adhuc  neceft’e  eft  indicium  cceli  hoftis  poft  pugnam  after  re, 
Primo  quidem  capita  ceu  honeltiftimara  corporis  parteraattulerunt ;  et  poftquam  de 
fexu  imberbium  dubitareter,  turpi  (fi  mum  viris  amputavere.  Res  dieta  food  a  nume- 
rant  et  curnulant  exercitus  coram.  JIac  ratione  i'cire  non  poteft  hoftis  an  l’ocius  fuerit 
uccifus,*? 
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ings,  he  refufed  them  thofe  marks 
of  his  approbation  which  he  had 
invariably  (hewn  to  others.  The 
inferior  warriors  were  clad  in  {kins, 
chiefly  thofe  of  fheep,  fome  of 
which  were  bordered  with  blue 
and  red,  of  different  fhades.  In¬ 
termixed  with  the  foot  foldiers, 
who  were  moftly  armed  with  fpears 
and  fhields,  the  matchlock  men 
came,  in  moll  irregular  order,  to 
the  number  at  leaft  of  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred,  whofe  geftures  were,  if  pof- 
fible,  more  ludicrous  than  thofe 
of  the  fpearmen,  imitating,  as  it 
appeared  to  me,  men  hunting  wild 
bealls  among  the  bufhes ;  the  con- 
cluflon  of  their  frolic  was  firing 
their  mufquets  as  nearly  as  poflible 
to  the  legs  of  their  opponents, 
then  drawing  their  knives,  and 
making  a  blow  to  finifli  the  mur¬ 
derous  execution  of  their  match¬ 
locks.  There  were  in  this  way 
many  Angle  mock  fights  between 
fpearmen  and  mufqueteers  ;  but  it 
was  always  managed  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  fhould  prove  victorious.  This 
extraordinary  review  was  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  marching  in  on  one 
fide  of  the  Ras’s  band,  mounted 
on  mules,  and  beating  the  heavy 
drums,  and  on  the  other  of  men 
bearing  the  ornaments  of  the 
church,  walking  in  proceffion. 

This  day  greatly  biafled  our 
opinion  in  favour  of  thehorfeman- 
ihip  of  the  Abyflinians  :  I  think 
them,  in  this  refpedt,  fully  equal 
to  the  Arabs,  and,  confidering  the 
ftirrups  that  they  ufe,  which  are 
merely  fmall  rings  of  iron,  into 
which  they  put  the  two  large 
toes,  this  is  no  flight  praife.  In  the 
ufe  of  the  fpear  they  are  particu¬ 
larly  expert,  and  they  have  a  pe¬ 
culiar  method  of  vibrating  it  in 
the  hand,  which  has  a  very  war¬ 


like  and  claftical  appearance.  In 
fine,  they  feem  to  be  as  complete 
horfemen  as  poflible  without  difci- 
pline,  of  which  indeed  they  are 
totally  ignorant.  If  Ras  Michael 
Suhul  could  bring  5000  match¬ 
locks  into  the  field,  the  firength 
of  Tigre  muft  have  dwindled 
away  fince  that  time  very  confider- 
ably,  under  the  prefent  Ras,  which 
I  believe  to  be  the  cafe ;  as  he 
permits  his  tributes  to  be  paid  in 
cloth,  inftead  of  fire  arms.  It  is 
probable  that  he  has  no  matchlocks 
in  ftore,  for  on  this  very  day, 
when  a  damaged  one  was  brought 
him,  he  fupplied  its  place  by 
taking  another  out  of  the  hands  of 
one  of  his  foldiers. 

It  is  neceflary,  in  order  to  give 
a  complete  idea,  of  the  dependence 
of  the  chiefs  upon  the  Ras,  to 
ft  ate,  that  feveral  of  thofe  who 
were  the  moll  elegantly  dreffed, 
and  attended  by  the  moft  numerous 
followers,  were  men  holding  fit  na¬ 
tions  in  the  Raises  houfehold,  fuch 
as  the  chief  of  the  maize,  of  the 
bread,  and  others. 

There  were  a  few,  however, 
very  haughty  and  imperious  in 
their  manners,  among  whom  the 
moft  remarkable  was  Fit  Aurari 
Zogo,  a  man  of  very  handfome 
perfon  and  expreflive  countenance. 
This  warrior  obliged  at  leaft  two 
hundred  perfons,  who  were  fitting 
between  himfelf  and  the  Ras,  to 
move,  before  he  would  condefcend 
to  make  his  addrefs,  which  he  at 
laft  did  in  a  very  proud  and  digni¬ 
fied  manner,  turning  his  horfe 
round  and  round,  and  at  each  time 
refuming  what  he  had  before  faid. 
After  the  foldiers  there  were  a 
great  many  unarmed  elderly  men, 
cultivators  of  the  ground,  who 
came  and  made  their  obeifance  be- 


fore  the  Ras.  During  this  la  ft 
ceremony  he  fat  very  unconcerned* 
taking  little  no? ice  of  any  except¬ 
ing  two  of  the  nloft  confpicuous 
During  the  review,  the  Ras  was 
extremely  attentive,  and  his  no¬ 
tice  of  the  chiefs  was  acutely  dif- 
tributed  in  proportion  to  their 
power*  As  we  were  going  away, 
he  flopped  us  all  to  witnefs  a  Galla 
dance  and  fong,  with  which  he  was 
particularly  amufed.  The  review 
being  concluded,  the  principal 
chiefs  came  up  and  joined  the  Ras, 
among  whom  I  noticed  a  Galla 
Muflulman,  who  had  twenty. nine 
rings  of  fiiver  on  his  arm  ;  and 
many  of  the  other  chiefs  had  from 
ten  to  twenty. 

From  this  exhibition  we  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  great  hall,  where 
every  thing  was  prepared  for  a 
grand  feaft.  A  long  table  was 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  hall, 
at  the  upper  end  of  which,  in  a 
recefs,  the  floor  of  which  was 
raifed  about  half  a  foot  above  the 
level  of  the  room,  was  a  couch, 
with  two  large  pillows,  covered 
with  ftriped  fatin,  and  behind  this 
flood  a  lower  couch,  covered  with 
a  handfome  fkin.  The  Ras  led 
the  way,  leaning  on  two  of  his 
principal  chiefs,  and  took  his  feat 
on  the  higher  couch,  inviting  us 
at  the  fame  time  to  occupy  the 
couch  behind.  The  chiefs  in  the 
mean  time  ranged  themfelves  on 
their  haunches,  (for  there  were  no 
benches),  on  each  fide  of  the  table, 
and  behind  the  Ras,  crowding  in 
two  or  three  ranks  towards  the 
upper  end  of  the  room*  The  fides 
of  the  table  were  covered  to  the 
height  of  a  foot  by  piles  of  tel t 
bread,  in  the  form  of  round  thin 
pancakes,  about  two  feet  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  and  down  the 


middle  of  the  table  was  Termed  a 
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Angle  row  of  difhes,  conlifting  of 
hot  curry,  made  of  fowl,  mutton, 
ghee,  and  curds.  A  quantity  of 
fine  wheaten  bread,  in  large  rolls, 
was  prepared  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Ras  ;  thefe  he  broke,  and  firft  dif- 
tributed  to  us,  and  afterwards  to 
fome  of  the  chiefs  by  whom  he 
was  futrounded.  This  ceremony 
ferved  as  a  fignal  to  begin  the 
feaft  ;  upon  which  feveral  female 
flaves,  placed  at  different  parts  of 
the  table  (having  previoufly  wafh- 
ed  their  hands  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Ras),  dipped  the  left  bread 
into  the  curries,  and  other  difhes, 
and  diftributea  it  among  the  guefts* 
A  man,  whofe  particular  bufinefs 
it  was,  performed  the  fame  office 
for  the  Ras,  who  immediately 
handed  a  portion  to  us,  and  then 
to  fome  of  the  chiefs,  who,  on  re¬ 
ceiving  it,  got  up  and  bowed ; 
balls  alfo,  made  of  curds,  greens, 
and  teft  bread,  mixed  together, 
were  handed  about. 

During  this  time  the  cattle  were 
killing  on  the  outfide  of  the  hall. 
This  is  done  by  laying  the  beaft 
down  on  the  ground,  and  with  a 
jambea  knife  nearly  feparating  the 
head  from  the  body,  pronouncing 
at  the  fame  time,  “  Bis  m* Allah 
Guebrah  Menfus  Keel  us,”  a  ftyle 
of  invocation  that  feems  to  be  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  followers  of  Mo¬ 
hammed.  The  fkin  is  then  ftripped 
with  all  pofiible  expedition  from 
one  fide  of  the  animal,  and  the 
entrails,  lights,  liver,  and  tripes, 
are  taken  out,  which  latter  the 
attendants  voracioufly  devour  as 
their  perquifite,  fometimes  even 
without  paying  much  attention  to 
the  trouble  of  cleaning  them.  The 
flefli  of  the  animal,  of  which  the 
rump  and  heart  are  confidered  as 
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prime  delicacies,  is  cut  into  large 
pieces,  and,  while  the  fibres  are 
yet  quivering,  is  brought  in  to 
the  guefts,  who,  by  this  time,  have 
confumed  as  much  as  they  pleafe  of 
the  curries  and  other  difties. 

The  brinde,  as  this  raw  ftefti 
was  called,  was  in  irregular  pieces, 
but  commonly  adhering  to  a  bone, 
by  which  the  attendants  carried 
it ;  it  was  then  handed  round  to 
the  chiefs,  who,  with  their  crook¬ 
ed  knives,  cut  off  a  large  lleak, 
which  they  afterwards  differed 
yery  dexreroufly  into  ftrips,  about 
half  an  inch  in  diameter,  holding 
it  at  the  fame  time  between  the 
two  fore  fingers  of  the  left  hand. 

Having  thus  prepared  their  meat, 
they  took  it  up  with  the  left  hand, 
and  put  it  into  their  mouths ;  fueh 
at  leaf!  was  the  ufual  practice  with 
the  Ras  and  all  the  chiefs,  whom 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing,  on  this,  and  many  other  oc- 
Gallons.  I  mention  tiiefe  leemingly 
trifling  particulars,  to  fhevv  that 
Bruce  is  miftaken  when  he  afferts, 
that  “  no  man  in  Abyflinia,  of 
any  falhion  whatever,  feeds  him- 
felf,  or  touches  his  own  meat;’* 
indeed,  fo  far  from  this  delicacy 
being  obferved,  it  is  extremely 
common  for  the  higheft  chiefs  to 
hold  their  neighbours  brinde,  and 
not  unfrequently  even  the  women,, 
as  we  afterwards  particularly  ob¬ 
ferved  at  the  table  of  Gufmati 
Ifchias,  who  was  one  of  the  firft 
falhion  at  Gondar,  when  Bruce  was 
there.  If  the  piece  happened  not 
to  pleafe  the  perfon  who  cut  it  off, 
he  handed  it  to  a  dependent  behind 
him,  from  whom  it  fomerimes 
paffed  to  a  fevent-h  hand,  if  not 
approved. 

While  the  brinde  was  ferving 
up,  of  which  the  quantity  con^ 


fumed  is  fcarcely  credible,  the 
maize  was  diftributed  about  very 
plentifully  in  brulhes,  or  Venetian- 
giaffes ;  horns  being  ufed  only  for 
booza.  The  firfb  party  being  fa- 
tLfied,  retired  from  table,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  another  of  infe¬ 
rior  rank,  by  which  the  remains 
of  the  brinde  were  confumed. 
After  them  came  a  third,  a  fourth, 
and  even  a  fifth  party,  who  were 
obliged  to  content  themfelves  with 
the  coarfe  teft  bread,  and  a  fingle 
horn  of  booza,  and  were  driven 
away  by  the  mailer  of  the  cere¬ 
monies  before  they  had  taken  theit 
fill.  Near  the  conclufion  of  the 
feaft,  the  R.as  fent  off  from  the 
table  large  quantities  of  teft  b ready 
for  the  followers  of  thofe  chiefs 
mod  m  favour.  The  whole  ended' 
with  a  violent  fcramble  for  the 
la  ft  cakes,  during  which  it  feemed 
to  be  a  point  of  etiquette  to  make 
as  much  uproar  and  eonfufion  as 
poftibk.  During  the  feaft  there 
were  a  few  boys  permitted  to  re¬ 
main,  by  favour,  under  the  table,' 
to  pick  up  what  fell  from  the 
guefts  ;  but  if  any  one  be  difco-; 
vered  there  who  has  not  permif- 
fion,  he.  is  beaten  feverely  with 
blows  given  with  the  elbow.  There 
were  aifo  one  or  two  men  with 
fmall  erodes  in  their  hands,  which 
they  held  out,  intimating  thereby 
that  they  were  at  that  time  obliged 
to  fall. 


Defcription  of  the  Cmfoms%  Manner ry 
&c.  &c.  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Wefi  Barbary .  From  An  Account 
of  the  Empire  of  Marocco.  By 
fames  Gray  jackfon>  Efq. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Emperor 
of  Marccco's  dominions,  may  be 

divided- 


divided  into  four  claffes,  namely. 
Moors,  Arabs,  Berebbers,  (which 
latter  are  probably  the  Aborigines,) 
and  Shell  uhs. 

The  Moors  are  the  descendants 
of  thofe  who  were  driven  out  of 
Spain  ;  they  inhabit  the  cities  of 
Marocco,  Fas,  Mequtnas,  and  ail 
the  coaft  towns,  as  far  fouthvyard 
as  the  province  of  Halra.  Their 

A. 

language  is  a  corrupt  Arabic,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  Spanifh. 

The  Arabs  have  their  original 
flock  in  Sahara,  from  whence  they 
emigrate  to  the  plains  of  Marocco, 
whenever  the  plague,  famine,  or 
any  other  calamity  depopulates  the 
country  fo  as  to  admit  a  new  colo¬ 
ny,  without  injuring  the  territory 
of  the  former  inhabitants.  Thefe 
Arabs  live  in  tents,  and  fneak  the 
language  of  the  Koran,  fomewhat 
corrupted.  They  are  a  relllefs  and 
turbulent  people,  continually  at 
war  with  each  other ;  in  one  pro¬ 
vince  a  rebellious  kabyle,  or  clan, 
will  fight  agair.fi  a  neighbouring 
loyal  one,  and  will  thus  plunder 
and  defiroy  one  another,  till  fa¬ 
tigued  by  the  toils  of  war,  they 
mutually  ceafe,  when,  the  next 
year  perhaps,  the  rebellious  clan 
will  be  found  fighting  for  the 
Emperor  againft  the  former  loyal 
one,  now  become  rebellious.  This 
plan  of  letting  one  tribe  againft 
another  is  an  acf  of  policy  of  the 
Emperor,  becaufe,  if  he  did  not, 
in  this  manner,  quell  the  broils 
continually  breaking  out  among  ft 
them,  he  would  be  compelled,  irs 
order  to  preferve  tranquillity  in 
his  dominions,  to  employ  his  own 
army  for  that  purpofc,  which  is 
generally  occupied  in  more  impor¬ 
tant  bufinefs. 

The  Ben b ben,  inhabit  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Atlas  north  of  the  city  of 
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living  generally  irs 
tents ;  they  are  a  rob u ft,  nervous 
people,  having  a  language  peculiar 
to  themfelves,  which  differs  more 
from  the  Arabic,  or  general  lan¬ 
guage  of  Africa,  than  any  two 
languages  of  Europe  differ  from 
each  other  ;  it  is  probably  a  dia¬ 
lect  of  the  ancient  Carthaginian,, 
In  travelling  through  the  Bereb- 
ber  Kabyles  of  Ait  Imure,  and 
Zemure  Shelluh,  1  noticed  many 
who  poffeffed  the  old  Roman  phy- 
fiognomy.  The  general  occupation 
of  thefe  people  is  hufbandry,  and 
the  rearing  of  bees  for  honey  and 
wax. 

The  Shelluhs  inhabit  the  Atlas 
mountains,  and  their  various  bran¬ 
ches  fouth  of  Marocco  ;  they  live 
generally  in  towns,  and  are,  for 
the  moft  part  occupied  in  liuiban- 
dry  like  the  Berebbers,  though 
differing  from  them  in  their  lan¬ 
guage,  'drel's,  and  manners ;  they 
live  almoft  entirely  on  (affoua) 
barley  meal  made  into  gruel,  and 
barley  roafted  or  granulated,  which 
they  mix  with  cold  water,  when 
travelling  :  this  is  called  Zimeta. 
They  occafionally  indulge  in  cufca~ 
Joe y  a  nutritive  farinaceous  food, 
made  of  granulated  flour,  and  after¬ 
wards  boiled  by  fleam,  and  mixed 
with  butter,  mutton,  fowls,  and 
vegetables.  Many  families  among 
thefe  people  are  reported  to  ha 
defeended  from  the  Porruguefe, 
who  formerly  poffeffed  all  the  ports 
on  the  coaft  ;  but  who,  after  the 
difeovery  of  America,  gradually 
withdrew  thither.  Weft  of  Ma¬ 
rocco,  near  Dimenet,  on  the  Atlas 
mountains,  there  is  ft  ill  remaining 
a  church,  having  inferiprions  in 
Latin  over  the  entrance,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  built  by  them,  which, 
being  fu peril itiot:  11  y  reported  to 
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be  haunted,  has  efcaped  deftru&ion. 
Their  language  is  called  Amazirk. 

The  Moors  as  well  as  the  other 
natives  of  this  country,  are  gene¬ 
rally  of  a  middle  ftature ;  they 
have  not  fo  much  nerve  as  the 
Europeans,  and  are,  for  the  molt 
part,  thick  and  clumfy  about  the 
legs  and  ancles,  inafmuch  that  a 
well  formed  leg  is  feldom  feen 
among  them  ;  this  may  proceed 
from  their  conftantly  fitting  croff- 
legged,  with  their  legs  under  them, 
like  the  tailors  of  Europe,  or 
perhaps  from  their  wearing  no 
covering  to  their  legs,  which  are 
thus  expofed  to  all  weathers.  De¬ 
formed  perfons  are  rarely  met 
with  ;  the  loofe  Arabian  drefs  co¬ 
vers  deformity,  and  their  mode  of 
bringing  up  children,  (every  thing 
being  left  to  follow  nature,)  gene¬ 
rally  prevents  it.  Corns  and  de¬ 
formed  feet  are  unknown  ;  the  toes 
take  their  natural  growth,  and  are 

O  x 

as  ufeful  to  the  mechanics  as  their 
Ungers.  Lame  people  are  feldom 
feen  ;  but  the  blind  are  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  in  Europe.  Both  fexes 
have  very  fine  teeth.  Their  com¬ 
plexion,  from  frequent  intermar¬ 
riage,  or  intercourfe  with  the  Sou- 
danic  race,  is  of  all  fnades,  from 
black  to  white.  The  women  of 
Fas  are  as  fair  as  the  Europeans, 
with  the  exception  of  their  eyes 
and  hair,  which  are  univerfally 
dark*.  Thofe  of  Mequinas  are 
generally  fo  handfome,  that  it  is 
a  rare  thing  to  fee  a  young  woman 
in  that  city,  who  is  not  pretty. 
With  large,  black,  and  expreffive 
fparkling  eyes,  they  poffefs  a 
healthy  countenance,  uniting  the 


colours  of  the  lily  and  the  rofe, 
that  beautiful  red  and  white  fo 
much  admired  by  foreigners,  in 
our  Englifn  ladies  ;  indeed  their 
beauty  is  proverbial,  as  the  term 
Mequernafiaf  is  applied  to  any 
beautiful  woman  of  elegant  form, 
with  black  fparkling  eyes,  and 
white  teeth  ;  they  alfo  poffefs  a 
modefty  and  fuavity  of  manners 
rarely  met  with  elfe where.  It  is 
extraordinary  that  the  inhabitants 
of  two  great  and  populous  cities, 
fituated  within  a  day5s  journey  of 
each  other,  fbould  difeover  fuch  a 
phyfiognomical  difference,  as  is  ap¬ 
parent  betvceen  the  females  of  Fas, 
and  thofe  of  Mequinas,  the  former 
being  generally  of  a  fallow  or  pule 
complexion.  The  women  of  Du- 
gueila  are  ordinary  and  diminutive, 
whilft  the  men  are  the  reverfe  ; 
being  tall,  and  well  limbed,  with 
regular  features.  The  men  of 
Temfena,  and  Sharvia,  are  a  ftrong, 
rohuft  race,  of  a  copper  colour ; 
their  women  poffefs  much  beauty, 
and  have  features  highly  expreffive; 
and  the  animation  of  the  counte¬ 
nance  is  increafed  by  the  ufe  of 
El  Rahol  filelly,  with  which  they 
tinge  their  eye-lafhes  and  eye¬ 
brows,  as  already  deferibed.  In 
thefe  provinces  they  are  particular¬ 
ly  fond  of  dying  their  hands  and 
feet  with  a  preparation  of  the 
herb  Henna,  which  gives  them  a 
beautiful  orange  colour,  and  in 
hot  weather,  imparts  a  pleafing 
coolnefs  and  foftnefs  to  the  hands,- 
by  preventing,  in  a  confiderable 
degree,  the  quicknefs  of  perfpira- 
tion. 

The  Moorifn  drefs  refembles 


*  Whenever  a  blue,  or  grey-eyed  Moorefs  is  feen,  fhe  is  always  fufpect'ed  to  be 
the  defeendant  of  forae  Chriftkm  renegade, 
t  Mequinafia,  a  woman  of  Mequinas. 
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that  of  the  ancient  patriarchs,  as 
reprefented  in  paintings ;  that  of 
the  men  confifts  of  a  red  cap  and 
turban,  a  (Kumja)  fhirr,  which 
hangs  outfide  of  the  drawers,  and 
comes  down  below  the  knee,  a 
(caftan)  coat  which  buttons  clofe 
before,  and  down  to  the  bottom, 
with  large  open  fleeves ;  over 
which,  when  they  go  out  of  doors, 
they  throw  carelefsly  and  forne- 
times  elegantly,  a  hayk  or  gar¬ 
ment  of  white  cotton,  filk  or 
wool,  five  or  fix  yards  long,  and 
five  feet  wide;  the  Arabs  often 
difpenfe  with  the  caftan  and  even 
with  the  fnirt,  wearing  nothing 
but  the  hayk.  The  Berebbers 
wear  drawers,  and  a  cloak  of 
dark  blue  cloth,  called  a  filham. 
The  poor  and  penurious  are  con¬ 
tented  with  the  Burnofe,  or  black 
cloak  of  woollen  cloth,  of  a  clofe 
texture,  made  fo  as  to  refill  the 
rain.  To  this  drefs  is  added  a  pair 
of  yello  w  fandals.  The  drefs  of  the 
women  nearly  refembles  that  of 
the  men,  except  in  the  adjuftment 
of  the  hayk,  or  furtout  covering, 
and  in  the  (Rahayat)  flippers, 
which  are  fcarlet  or  red.  The  hair 
is  concealed  in  a  black  filk  hand¬ 
kerchief,  over  which  they  wear 
fhawls  or  handkerchiefs  of  various 
gay  colours;  they  wear  bracelets, 
and  armlets  above  the  elbow,  and 
maffive  rings  of  filver  round  their 
ancles ;  their  ear-rings  are  of  gold, 
about  the  thicknefs  of  a  goofe’s 
quill,  and  fet  with  precious  Hones, 
or  coloured  glafs,  the  ring  being 
about  fix  inches  in  circumference: 
they  wear  alfo  a  number  of  neck¬ 
laces,  fome  large,  and  others  fmall, 
and  a  variety  of  rings  on  their 
fingers. 

In  their  drefs,  they  are  fond  of 
flriped  filk  and  cotton  of  peculiar 
patterns. 

Vol,  LI,  or  Vol.  IX*  New  Se 


The  people  belonging  to  the 
court  have  a  particular  drefs,  never 
appearing  before  the  Emperor  in  a 
hayk,  but  in  a  filham,  or  large 
cloak  of  white  woollen  cloth  ;  and 
in  the  prefence  of  a  bafhaw  or 
governor,  the  hayk  is  thrown  over 
the  (boulders,  which  at  other 
times  is  thrown  ioofely  over  the 
cap,  a  mode  of  falutation  fimilar 
to  that  of  taking  off  the  hat  among 
Europeans.  The  religion  of  the 
Emperor  of  Marocco’s  dominions 
is  Iflaemifm  or  Mohammedifm, 
which  was  firft  planted  in  Weft 
Barbary  by  the  renowned  Muley 
Dris  Zerone,  on  the  fpot  where 
the  town  and  fanduary  of  that 
name  is  built,  being  eaft  of  Me- 
quinas,  at  the  weftern  foot  of  the 
Atlas,  near  an  ancient  and  magni¬ 
ficent  ruin,  called  by  the  Arabs 
(Kaffar  Farawan)  the  ruins  of 
Pharaoh  ;  from  hence  affirming  the 
name  of  (Deene  el  Wafah)  the  un- 
confined  law,  it  quickly  fpread 
itfelf  to  the  Chores  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  to  Beed-el-jerrede,  Tigin 
Meffa,  Sufe,  and  Sahara.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  reign  of 
Sudy  Soli  man  ben  Mohammed,  a 
very  confiderable  body  of  people 
who  profeffed  Deifm,  fpriing  up 
and  fpread  themfelves  over  the 
northern  provinces,  exclaiming 
(la  leeah  ila  Allah)  there  is  no 
God  but  the  true  God  ;  in  diftinc- 
tion  to  the  Iflaem  or  Mohammed 
prophet.  The  Emperor,  however, 
by  difcouraging  fuch  tenets,  found 
no  difficulty  in  filencing  this  fed. 

Throughout  the  country  are 
difcovered  buildings  of  an  odago- 
nal  form,  with  domes  of  ftone,  or 
plaiftered  with  lime ;  thefe  are 
called  (Zawiat)  Sanduaries ;  and 
attached  to  each  is  a  piece  of 
ground,  uninclofed,  for  the  inter¬ 
ment  of  the  dead.  The  prieft  or 
Ries.  [3G]  faint 
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faint,  who  is  called  el  fakeer,  or 
maraboot,  fuperintends  divine  fer- 
vice  and  the  burial  of  the  dead, 
and  is  often  referred  to  for  the  ad- 
jutting  of  difputes  or  controverfies. 
Criminals  taking  refuge  in  thefe 
confecrated  places  are  fcreened  from 
the  hand  of  juftice ;  and  the  opu¬ 
lent  men  of  the  country  often,  for 
fecurity,  depofit  their  treafure  in 
them.  The  toleration  of  the 
■weftern  Arabs  and  Moors  is  fuch, 
that  the  Emperor,  (although  religi- 
outty  difpofed  himfelf)  will  allow, 
on  proper  application  being  made, 
any  fedt  which  does  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  a  plurality  of  gods,  to  appro¬ 
priate  a  place  to  public  worfhip;* 
and  even  the  more  ignorant  and 
bigotted  Mohammedans  maintain, 
that  every  man  fhould  be  allowed 
to  worfhip  God  according  to  his 
own  conscience,  or  agreeably  to 
the  religion  of  his  anceftors.  They 
have  a  rooted  contempt  for  all  who 
change  their  religion,  even  if  it  be 
to  lilaemifm ;  fuch  people  are  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  appellation  of 
(el  Aluge)  Renegades,  who,  after 
having  embraced  the  Mohammedan 
faith,  are  obliged  to  pradfife  a 
fyftem  of  diflimulation,  and  to 
affedl  more  than  ordinary  contempt 
for  Chriftians,  in  order  to  appear 
lllaemized ;  and  to  prevent  their 
being  haraffed  and  upbraided  for 
their  want  of  faith  in  Mohammed. 

This  people  have  a  particular 
averfion  to  the  found  of  bells, 


originating,  perhaps,  from  their 
being  peculiar  to  the  (Ajemi)  Bar¬ 
barians^  as  they  denominate 
Chrittians;  or  becaufe  Mohammed 
reprobated  the  ancient  trumpet  of 
the  Jews,  as  well  as  the  rattle  of 
the  oriental  Chriftians,  and  fubfti- 
tuted  the  human  voice  to  call  peo¬ 
ple  to  prayer  :  accordingly,  a  man 
(denominated  El  muden)  goes  to 
the  top  of  the  tower  of  earth  (  Ja« 
maa)  of  the  mofque,  and  exclaims 
with  a  loud  voice,  firtt  to  the  eaft, 
or  towards  Mecca,  and  then  to  the 
fouth,  weft,  and  north,  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  (allah  kabeerl  A’lhed 
en  la  ilia  ila  allah  Mohammed 
arrafule,  allah  ;  hoi  ala  eslla,  allah 
kabeer,  allah)  God  is  great ;  wit- 
nefs  that  there  is  no  God  but  one 
God,  and  Mohammed  is  his  pro¬ 
phet  :  come  to  prayers  :  God  is 
great.  God  1  * 

This  religious  ceremony  is  per¬ 
formed  feveral  times  a  day,  and  the 
different  prayers  are  called  ({ala*  at 
el  fejir)  prayers  at  the  dawn  of  day  : 
(fala’at  el  dohor)  prayers  at  half- 
paft  one  o’clock,  p.  m.j  (fala’at  el 
attar)  prayers  at  four  o’clock,  p.  m. 
(fala’at  el  mogorb)  prayers  at  fun- 
fettmg;  and  (fala’at  el  afhaw) 
prayers  an  hour  and  an  half  after 
fun-fetting.  The  principal  of  thefe 
prayers  is  the  Sala’  at  el  dohor, 
when  all  fuch  as  are  dettrous  of 
being  thought  true  Mohammedans 
go  to  the  (Jamaa)  mofque,  on  en¬ 
tering  which,  every  one  muft  take 


*  Behdes  the  Catholic  eftablilhments  in  Morocco  and  Mequinas,  before  mentioned, 
there  is  one  at  Tangier,  and  another  at  Mogodor. 

f  Ajem,  in  Arabic,  fignifies  Barbarian.  Ajimi,  in  the  fame  language,  fignifies  the 
Europeans.  Walh  kat  douce  belajemi  ?  Do  you  fpeak  the  Barbariuu  or  European 
language  ? 

*  Mohammedans  utter  the  word  Allah  with  great  respect,  founding  it  long,  and 
making  a  full  ftop  after  uttering  it ;  they  never  ufe  the  pronoun  to  figmfy  the  Supreme 
Being,  but  always  repeat  the  noun,  and  generally  begin  and  end  all  religious  fen- 
tenees  with  the  word  Allah 
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off  his  flippers.  Every  (ima)  + 
Friday  the  mufti  preaches  a  dif~ 
courfe  on  religion,  fimilar  to  the 
fermons  of  Chriftian  priefts.  The 
mofques  havefquare  towers  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  body  of  the  building  ;  the 
principal  fide  faces  Mecca,  on 
which  is  eredlcd  a  flag-ftaff ;  and 
a  white  flag,  called  (el  alem)  the 
fignal,  is  hoi  fled  every  day  at 
twelve  o’clock,  to  warn  the  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  hearing  or  at  a  great 
diftance,  to  prepare  by  the  necef- 
fary  preliminary  ablutions*,  to 
proftrate  themfelves  before  God  at 
the  Dohor  ferviee  of  prayer.  At 
the  dawn  of  day  on  every  (ima) 
Friday,  the  (inuden)  man  who  an¬ 
nounces  the  prayers  from  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  principal  mofque,  chants 
a  hymn  out  of  the  Koran,  which 
being  fcientifically  fung,  and  in  the 
ftillnefs  of  the  morning,  makes  a 
wonderful  impreffion  on  the  mind. 
This  hymn  is  concluded  by  the 
annunciation  of  the  unity  of  God, 
and  the  glory  of  heaven;  imprefling 
the  mind  of  the  Mohammedan  with 
that  grand  fundamental  principal 
of  Iflaemifm,  the  unity  of  God. 

The  people  of  this  Empire  being 
born  fubjedts  of  an  arbitrary  def- 
pot,  they  may  be  faid  to  have  no 
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eftablifhed  laws  ;  they  know  no 
other  than  the  will  of  the  prince, 
and  if  this  fliould  deviate,  as  it 
fometimes  does,  from  the  moral 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Koran, 
it  mull  be  obeyed.  Where  the 
Emperor  refides,  he  adminifters 
juftice,  in  perfon,  generally  twice, 
and  fometimes  four  times  a  week, 
in  the  (m’lhoire)  place  of  audi¬ 
ence,  whither  all  complaints  are 
carried :  f  here  accefs  is  eafy  ;  he 
liftens  to  every  one,  foreigners  or 
fubjedts,  men  or  women,  rich  or 
poor  ;  there  is  no  diftinttion,  every 
one  has  a  right  to  appear  before 
him,  and  boldly  to  explain  the 
nature  of  his  cafe  ;  and  although 
his  perfon  is  confldered  as  facred, 
and  eftablifhed  cuftom  obliges  the 
fubjedt  to  proftrate  himfelf,  and  to 
pay  him  rather  adoration  than  ref- 
pedt,  yet  every  complainant  may 
tell  his  ftory  without  the  leaft  hefi- 
tation  or  timidity  ;  indeed,  if  any 
one  is  abafhed,  or  appears  diffident, 
his  caufe  is  weakened  in  propor¬ 
tion.  Judgment  is  always  prompt, 
decifive,  plaulible,  and  generally 
corredt. 

In  places  remote  from  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  court,  the  (Kalif)  vice  re¬ 
gent,  or  bafhaw,  has  his  nflhoire*. 


+  Ima  is  the  Arabic  name  appropriated  to  Friday,  or  the  Mohammedan  day  of 
reft;  from  the  radical  word  Jamaa,  to  collect  or  gather  together.  The  Mohamme¬ 
dans  name  the  days  of  the  week,  firft  day,  fecond  day,  and  fo  on;  calling  Sunday, 
El  hed,  i.e.  the  firft  day;  El  thenine,  the  fecond  day,  or  Monday,  &c.  They  do 
not  entirely  fhut  their  fhops  on  Friday,  but  work  lefs  than  on  any  other  day  ;  they 
refufe,  however,  altogether  to  work  for  Chriftians,  unlefs  particularly  or  clandeftinely 
feed,  when  they  will  condefcend  to  do  alrnoft  any  thing. 

J  O  believers  !  before  ye  pray,  walh  your  faces,  your  hands, and  your  arms  to  the 
elbow,  and  wipe  yourfelves  from  head  to  foot.  Vide  Koran. 

*  It  is  cuftomary  here,  as  in  the  Eaft,  for  every  perfon  to  accompany^  his  com¬ 
plaint  with  (el  Heddia)  a  prefent  suited  to  his  condition;  and  none  muft  appear  with¬ 
out  fomething,  as  it  would  be  not  only  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  ufages,  but  highly 
difrel’pefetful :  even  fuch  a  trifle  as  three  or  more  eggs  is  accepted. 

i  In  the  city  of  Fas,  the  governor  regulates  the  police,  and  decides  all  military 
difputes;  jultice  is  adminiftered  by  the  cadi,  or  chief  judge,  who  is  guided  by  the 
laws  of  the  Koran;  he  has  under  him  feveral  (1’ukil)  attomies,  1'ome  of  whom  manage 
civil  controverfies,  others  mifdemeanours,  and  others  matters  relating  to  religion, 
marriages,  and  divorces. 

[  3  G  2]  where 
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where  he  adrrsinifters  juftice,  forne- 
times  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
Koran,  and  at  others,  as  his  ca¬ 
price  diftates ;  for  the  fame  im¬ 
perious  defpotifm  which  the  Em¬ 
peror  too  frequently  exercifes  over^ 
his  bafhaws,  and  alkaids,  is  exer- 
cifed  by  them  over  thofe  who  fall 
under  their  government  ;  and  the 
fame  is  done  again  by  their  fub- 
alterns,  when  they  have  it  in  their 
power  ;  thus  tyranny  proceeds  pro- 
greffively  from  the  prince  to  the 
low  eft  of  his  officers  :  thefe  petty 
tyrants  are  difperfed  over  the 
whole  empire,  and  often  give 
fanftion  to  their  extortions  by  ef¬ 
fecting  them  in  the  name  of  their 
mafter  ;  the  accumulation  of  wealth 
is  the  grand  object  of  all  their 
deft  res;  when  they  learn  from  their 
emiffaries,  or  fpies,  that  an  indivi¬ 
dual  has  acquired  confider.able  pro¬ 
perty,  they  contrive  to  find  out 
fome  caufe  of  accufation  againft 
him,  and  by  that  means  extort 
money  from  him.  It  often  hap¬ 
pens,  however,,  that  thofe  who 
amafs  the  greateft  fums  in  this 
way,  enjoy  them  but  a  very  fhort 
time  ;  fome  unexpected  order  from 
the  Emperor,  accufing  them  of 
crimes  or  roifdemeanors,  is  made 
a  pretext  for  depriving  them,  in 
their  turn,  of  their  ill-gotten 
wealth,  which  his  majefty  never 
fails  to  inform  them  can  be  of  no 
ufe  to  them,  being  more  than  Ef¬ 
ficient  to  procure  the  neceifaries  of 
life,  and  ought  therefore  to  belong 
to  the  (Biet  el  mel  el  moofelmin) 
moham  medan  treafury,  into  which 
it  is  accordingly  delivered,  never 
more  to  return  to  its  former  pof- 


The  influence  of  this  mode  of 
government  upon  the  people  is 
fuch  as  might  naturally  be  expec¬ 
ted :  they  are  fufpicious,  deceitful, 
and  cruel;  they  have  no  relpedl 
for  their  neighbours,  but  will  plun¬ 
der  one  another  whenever  it  is  in 
their  power;  they  are  ftrangers  to 
every  focial  tie  and  afFeCtion, 
for  their  hearts  are  fcarcely  fuf- 
ceptible  of  one  tender  impreffion  ; 
the  father  fears  the  fon,  the  fon  the 
father  ;  and  this  lamentable  rnif- 
truft,  and  want  of  confidence  dif- 
fufes  itfelf  throughout  the  whole 
community. 

The  pride  and  arrogance  of  the 
Moors  is  unparalleled  ;  for  though 
they  live  in  the  moft  deplorable 
ftate  of  ignorance,  flavery,  and 
barbarism,  yet  they  confider  them- 
felves  the  firft  people  in  the  world, 
and  contemptuoufty  term  all  others 
barbarians.  Their  fenfuality  knows 
no  bounds  t  by  the  laws  of  the 
Koran,  they  are  allowed  four 
wives,  and  as  many  concubines  as 
they  are  able  to  fupport,  but  fuch 
is  their  wretched  depravity,  that 
they  indulge  in  the  moft  unnatu¬ 
ral  and  abominable  propenfities  ;* 
in  fhort,  every  vice  that  is  dis¬ 
graceful  and  degrading  to  human 
nature,  is  to  be  found  amongft 
them. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  however, 
that  fome  of  the  well  educated 
Moors  are  courteous  and  polite, 
and  are  poffeffed  of  great  fuavity 
of  manners.  They  are  affable  and 
communicative  where  they  repofe 
confidence  ;  and  if  in  convention, 
the  fubjedt  of  difcuffion  be  ferious, 
and  the  parties  become  warm  in 
difpuie,  they  have  generally  the 


feffors. 

#  By  the  laws  of  the  Koran,  thefe  crimes  are  puniflhable  by  death  ;  but  they  are  fc 
generally  indulged  in,  as  to  be  mutually  connived  at. 

prudence 
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■prudence  to  turn  the  fubjed  in  a 
delicate  manner,  they  are  flow  at 
taking  offence,  but  when  irritated, 
are  noify  and  implacable. 

There  is  one  noble  trait  in  the 
character  of  this  people  which  I 
cannot  avoid  mentioning,  that  is, 
fortitude  under  misfortune ;  this 
the  Moor  poffeffes  in  an  eminent 
degree ;  he  never  defpairs ;  no 
bodily  iuffering,  no  calamity  how¬ 
ever  great,  will  make  him  com¬ 
plain  ;  he  is  refigned  in  all  things 
to  the  will  of  God,  and  waits  m 
patient  hope  for  an  amelioration  of 
his  condition.  In  illuitration  of 
this,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
relate  the  following  anecdote,  as 
it  will  aifo  tend  to  fhow  the  great 
ri Iks  to  which  merchants  are  ex- 
pofed  in  traverfmg  this  country. 

A  Fas  merchant  (with  whom  I 
hadconfiderable  tranfaffions)  went, 
with  all  his  property,  on  a  com¬ 
mercial  {peculation  from  Fas  to 
TimbuCloo;  and  after  remaining 
at  the  latter  place  a  fufficient  time 
to  difpofe  of  and  barter  his  effects 
for  gold  duff  and  gum  of  Soudan, 
he  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Fas; 
after  palling  the  Defer t,  he  began 
to  congratulate  himfelf  on  his  good 
fortune  and  great,  fuceefs,  when 
fuddenly  a  party  of  Arabs  attacked 
the  (cafila)  caravan,  and  plundered 
all  who  belonged  to  it,  leaving 
the  Fas  merchant  deftitute  of  every 
thing  but  what  clothes  he  had  on 
his  back.  During  the  interreg¬ 
num,  between  the  death  of  the 
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Sultan  Ye 252 id  and  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  Sultan  Soliman, 
this  man  was  plundered  again  on 
his  way  to  Mogodor,  whither  he 
was  going  to  dilcharge  fome  debts, 
and  to  difpofe  of  gum  and  other 
Soudanic  produce.  Four  wives 
and  a  numerous  family  of  children 
rendered  his  cafe  peculiarly  dif. 
treffing;  yet,  when  condoling  with 
him  a  few  days  after  his  misfor¬ 
tunes  had  happened,  he  very  pati¬ 
ently  obferved  (afh  men  dona, 
Allah  bra  ;  u  la  iliah,  ii  a  Allah), 
what  remedy  is  there  ?  God  willed 
it  fo,  and  there  is  none  but  God. 
This  man  afterwards  collected  to¬ 
gether  what  merchandize  he  could 
procure  on  credit,  and  proceeded 
again  to  Timbudloo,  where  he 
realized  much  property,  and  tra¬ 
velling  therewith  through  Waru 
gura  and  Houffa  to  Egypt,  he  was 
plundered  a  third  time  of  all  he 
poffeffed,  near  Cairo,  and  reduced 
to  the  greateft  diftrefs:  this  laft 
misfortune  he  bore  with  the  fame 
fortitude  as  rhe  former*.  He  is 
now,  however,  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  merchants  eftablifhed  at  Tim- 
buffoo. 

The  Moors  are  equal  by  birth, 
they  know  no  difference  of  rank, 
except  ftjch  as  is  derived  from 
official  employment  *,  on  re fi go¬ 
ing  which  the  individual  mixes 
again  with  the  common  clafs  of 
citizens  ;  the  meaneft  man  in  the 
nation  may  thus  afpire,  without 
prefumption,,  to  the  hand  of  the 


*  Perfons  bearing  the  name  of  Mohammed,  which  is  ..generally  given  to  the  firft 
male  child  born  in  marriage,  are  always  addreffed  by  the  title  of  Seedy;  which  an- 
l’wers  to  Signor,  orMonfieur;  even  the  emperor  himfelf  obferves  this  towards  the 
meaneft  fubject  that  may  happen  to  appear  before  him;  when  the  name  is  Achmef, 
Aly,  Said,  KotTem,  &c.  this  honouiable  diftindlion  is  obferved  or  not,  according 
to  the  Situation  and  character  of  the  perfon  addrHTed.  The  Jews,  however,  what¬ 
ever  their  condition,  mu  address  every  Moofelmin  with  the  term  Seedy,  or  incur 
the  danger  of  being  knocked  down;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ioweft  Moofelmin 
would  confider  it  a  degradation  to  addrels  a  Jew  of  the  highelt  rank  or  refpeCtabilny 
-fey  this  title. 
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daughter  of  the  moft  opulent,  and 
accident,  or  the  caprice  of  the 
prince,  may  precipitate  the  latter 
into  mifery,  and  elevate  the  former 
to  profperity  and  honour. 

The  children,  whofe  mode  of 
education  is  equal  throughout  the 
empire,  on  attaining  the  eighth 
year  (not  the  eighth  day,  as  fome 
have  afferted,)  are  circumcifed, 
and  then  begin  to  ftudy  the  Ko¬ 
ran,  to  learn  the  ufeful  arts,  the 
care  of  flocks,  the  tillage  of  the 
foil,  or  the  exercife  of  arms  ;  thofe 
engaged  in  the  latter  are  particu¬ 
larly  noticed  by  the  emperor,  and 
if  they  difcover  a  Machiavellian, 
or  defpotic  policy,  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  promoted  to  the  government 
of  fome  province,  or  town. 

The  Moors  are,  for  the  moft 
part,  more  cleanly  in  their  per- 
fons,  than  in  their  garments. 
They  wafli  their  hands  before 
every  meal,  which,  as  they  ufe 
no  knives  or  forks,  they  eat  with 
their  fingers  ;  half-a-dozen  per- 
fons  fit  round  a  large  bowl  of 
cufcafoe ,  and  after  the  ufual  ejacu¬ 
lation  (Bifmillah)  <£  In  the  name 
of  God  !*'  each  perfon  puts  his 
hand  to  the  bowl,  and  taking  up 
the  food,  puts  it,  by  a  dexterous 
jerk,  into  his  mouth,  without  fuf- 
fering  his  fingers  to  touch  the 
lips.  However  repugnant  this 
may  be  to  our  idea  of  cleanlinefs, 
yet  the  hand  being  always  waftied, 
and  never  touching  the  mouth  in 
the  ad  of  eating,  thefe  people  are 
by  no  means  fo  dirty  as  Euro¬ 
peans  have  fometimes  haftily  ima¬ 
gined.  They  have  no  chairs  or 
tables  in  their  houfes,  but  fit  crofs- 
legged  on  carpets  and  cufhions ; 
and  at  meals,  the  difh  or  bowl  of 
provifions,  is  placed  on  the  floor. 

The  women  are  not  lefs  cleanly 


than  the  men  ;  for  befides  per¬ 
forming  the  ufual  ablutions  before 
and  after  meals,  they  wafh  their 
face,  hands,  arms,  legs,  and  feet, 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  which 
contributes  greatly  to  heighten 
their  beauty.  The  poorer  claffes, 
however,  look  deplorable,  and  ex¬ 
cite  difguft.  The  faces  of  the 
old  women  appear  flmvelled,  from 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  cofmetics 
and  paint  during  their  youth. 

The  ufual  games  are  leap-frog, 
jumping,  and  foot-ball ;  the  laft  is 
the  favourite  diverfion,  at  which 
they  do  not  feek  to  fend  the  ball 
to  a  goal,  but  kick  it  up,  and 
amufe  themfelves  with  it,  without 
any  definitive  purpofe. 

Of  their  military  exercifes  the 
(cab  el  borode)  riding  full  fpeed 
and  firing,  is  the  only  one ;  this 
is  performed  by  all  thofe  who 
keep  horfes  \  a  party  flarts  off 
together,  and  running  full  gallop, 
fire  their  muikets,  and  flop  (hort 
ciofe  to  fome  wall,  thofe  being 
confidered  the  beft  horfemen  who 
approach  neareft  the  wall,  and  flop 
fhorteft ;  they  then  return,  load 
again,  and  renew  the  race.  But 
the  Moors  are  not  very  fond  of 
games  or  diverfions ;  they  are  of¬ 
ten  feen  fitting  in  the  ftreets  for 
hours  together,  fometimes  in  a 
dull  lethargic  humour,  at  others  fo 
vociferous  with  each  other,  that  a 
perfon  unacquainted  with  their 
manner,  would  fuppofe  they  were 
going  to  fight. 

When  a  Moofelmin  is  inclined 
to  marry,  he  makes  enquiry  of 
fome  confidential  fervant  refpetft- 
ing  the  perfon  of  his  miftrefs,  and 
if  he  receives  a  fatisfa&ory  de- 
fcription  of  the  lady,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  fometimes  procured  to 
fee  her  at  a  window,  or  other 
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place  ;  this  interview  general¬ 
ly  determines  whether  the  par¬ 
ties  are  to  continue  their  regards  ; 
if  the  fuitor  be  fatisfied  with  the 
lady,  he  feeks  an  occaflon  of  com- 
municating  his  paffion  to  the  fa¬ 
ther,  and  propofes  to  marry  his 
daughter.  The  father’s  confent 
being  obtained,  he  fends  prefents 
to  the  lady,  according  to  his  cir- 
cumftances,  which,  being  accepted, 
the  parties  are  fuppofed  to  be  be¬ 
trothed,  and  marriage  follows. 

Of  the  marriage  ceremony  much 
has  been  faid  by  various  authors. 
The  bridegroom  is  mounted  on  a 
horfe,  with  his  face  covered,  fur- 
rounded  by  his  friends,  and  thofe 
of  the  parents ;  who  run  their 
horfes,  and  fire  their  mulkets  at 
the  feet,  or  face  of  the  bride¬ 
groom  ;  the  (tabla)  kettle-drum, 
the  triangle,  (the  erb’eb)  an  in- 
ftrument  fimilar  to  the  Greek 
lyre,  having,  however,  but  two 
firings,  and  a  rude  kind  of  flutes, 
form  the  band  of  mufic ;  whilft 
the  friends  of  the  married  party 
dance  and  jump  about,  twirling 
their  mulkets  in  the  air,  and 
otherwife  dilcovering  their  fatis- 
faftion.  This  ceremony  being 
terminated,  the  parties  go  to  the 
houfe  of  feafting,  where  the  even¬ 
ing  is  palled  in  conviviality,  till 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  retire  to 
reft.  The  fheets  are  afterwards 
produced  fomewhat  indecently,  as 
a  proof  of  the  virginity  of  the 
bride,  and  exhibited  in  triumph  to 
the  relations. 

It  is  not  expe<5ted  that  the 
woman  (hould  have  a  fortune,  or  a 
fettlement ;  but  if  the  father  be 
rich,  he  generally  gives  a  dowry 
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to  his  daughter,  and  a  quantity 
of  pearls,  rubies,  diamonds,  &c„ 
The  dowry  remains  the  property 
of  the  female,  and  in  cafe  of  a 
reparation,  by  confent  of  the  huf- 
band,  is  returned  to  her  :  thefe 
reparations  proceed  from  various 
caufes,  as  barrennefs,  the  difap- 
pointment  of  expe&ation,  or  in¬ 
compatibility  of  temper.  Separa¬ 
tion,  however,  not  originating  in 
the  above  caufes,  is  reprobated  as 
immoral  and  difreputable.  A  plu¬ 
rality  of  wives  is  allowed  in  all 
Mohammedan  countries ;  the  lawful 
number  is  limited  by  the  Koran  to 
four,  in  addition  to  which,  they 
are  allowed  as  many  concubines 
as  they  can  fupport ;  in  this  lati¬ 
tude  of  luxury,  however,  they  fel- 
dom  indulge.  The  emperor,  the 
princes,  and  lb  me  of  the  balhaws, 
have  often  four  wives,  but  even, 
with  them  this  number  increafes 
gradually  ;  thus  the  firft  wife, 
after  having  had  a  child,  or  when 
her  bloom  has  palled,  or  the  marks 
of  age  appear,  makes  way  for  a 
young  one,  who  is  taught  to  re- 
fpeift  the  former,  who  ttili  remains 
miftrefs  of  the  houfehold.  When 
the  fecond  lady  lofes  her  bloom, 
(he  is  fupplanted  by  a  third,  and 
the  third  by  a  fourth  ;  fo  that  the 
rich  and  independant  Moofelmin, 
however  old  he  be  himfelf,  has 
generally  a  young  wife,  or  a 
young  concubine  *,  to  cherifh 
him ;  and  this,  they  fay,  enables 
them  to  enjoy  life  a  little  longer 
than  the  Chriftians ;  for,  they 
maintain,  that  as  an  old  woman 
deftroys  the  vigour  of  a  man,  a 
young  woman  increafes  it  ;  but 
thefe  luxurious  debauchees,  thefe 


*  Thefe  young  wives  and  concubines  often  find  opportunity  clandellinely  to  cuck¬ 
old  tlieir  men,  or  hulbands.  , 


[3  G  4] 


devotee* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


840] 

devotees  to  the  pleafures  of  the 
fair  fex,  from  their  irregular  ex- 
cefTes,  are  often,  about  the  age  of 
fifty,  and  fometimes  before,  to¬ 
tally  incapable  of  performing  the 
duties  of  the  matrimonial  contract  3 
under  thefe  circumftances,  ftimu- 
lating  drugs,  and  aromatic  com- 
pofitions,  are  in  vain  reforted  to, 
and  the  wretched  man  becomes 
at  once  the  victim  of  inflamed  de¬ 
fire  and  impotency. 

It  mult  not,  however,  be  ima¬ 
gined,  that  this  infatiable  deli  re 
for  young  females  pervades  the 
mafs  of  the  people ;  Moofelmin, 
in  general,  are  fatisiied  with  one 
wife,  and,  in  a  trad  of  country, 
pofl'effing  a  population  of  100,000 
fouls,  a  hundred  men  will  fcarcely 
be  found  who  keep  four.  Such  is 
the  Hate  of  polygamy  in  this 
country. 

With  regard  to  the  (kadeam  *  ) 
concubines,  they  are  generally 
black  women,  purchafed  originally 
at  Timbudoo  ;  they  refide  in  the 
houfe  with  the  wives,  performing 
the  menial  offices  of  the  domeftic 
eflabiifhment.  The  children  of 
thefe  concubines,  when  not  the 
mailer’s  offspring,  are  born  Haves, 
and  inherited  by  him,  who  either 
keeps  them  for  the  purpofe  of 
marrying  them  to  Tome  black 
Have  of  his  own,  or  fells  them 
in  the  public  market-place  ;  this 
latter  mode  of  difpofmg  of  them, 
however,  is  feldom  pradifed,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafes  of  neceffity  ;  for  al¬ 
though  the  law  gives  great  lati¬ 
tude  to  mailers  having  Haves,  yet 


the  children  are  generally  brought 
up  under  the  mother’s  care,  and 
become  members  of  the  family  ; 
by  ferving  at  an  early  age  in 
domeftic  occupations,  they  earn 
their  living  by  their  work  ;  for 
in  a  country  where  the  neceftaries 
of  life  are  prohibited  from  ex¬ 
portation  t,  for  the  purpofe  of 
enabling  the  fubjeds  to  live  com¬ 
fortably  with  a  little  income,  the 
expence  of  maintenance  is  incon- 
fiderable :  fo  that  a  large  and 
numerous  family  is  a  bleffing,  and 
the  more  numerous,  the  greater 
the  bleffing.  Living  on  ftmple 
food,  for  the  moll  part  of  the 
farinaceous  kind,  their  appetites 
are  eafily  fatisfied  ;  their  wants 
are  few  3  and  their  refources  many. 

The  women  are  not  fo  much 
confined  as  has  been  generally 
imagined ;  they  frequently  vifit 
their  relations  and  friends^,  and 
have  various  ways  of  facilitating 
intrigues  3  thus,  if  a  lady’s  (ra- 
hayat)  fandals  be  feen  at  the 
door  of  an  apartment,  the  huf. 
band  himfelf  dare  not  enter  ;  he 
retires  into  another  room,  and 
direds  the  female  Have  to  inform 
him  when  her  (lela)  lady  is  dif- 
engaged,  which  is  known  by  the 
fandals  being  taken  away. 

When  an  ill-difpofed  hufband 
becomes  jealous  or  difeontented 
with  his  wife,  he  has  too  many 
opportunities  of  treating  her 
cruelly  ;  he  may  tyrannize  over 
her  without  controul  ;  no  one  can 
go  to  her  affiftance,  for  no  one  is 
authorized  to  enter  his  harem 


*  The  k  guttural ;  for  when  not  guttural,  the  word  fignifies  old,  or  worn  out. 
t  The  fnpply  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  with  bullocks,  &c.  excepted. 

$  Women  ot  rank,  who  refide  in  the  towns,  feldom  walk  abroad,  it  being  confi- 
dered  a  degradation  to  the  wife  of  a  gentleman  to  be  feen  walking  in  the  ftreet : 
when,  however,  they  are  going  to  pay  a  vilit,  they  have  a  fervant,  or  flave,  to  ac¬ 
company  them, 

*  '  without 
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without  permifiion.  jealoufy  or 
hatred  rifes  fo  high  in  the  breaft 
of  a  Moor,  that  death  is  often  the 
consequence  to  the  wretched  fe¬ 
male  who  has  excited,  perhaps  in¬ 
nocently,  the  anger  of  her  huf- 
band.  The  fate  of  thofe  women 
who  are  not  fo  fortunate  as  to 
bear  a  male  child  is  too  often  to 
be  lamented  ;  thofe  who  do,  are 
treated  with  extraordinary  re- 
Sped,  the  father  being  careful  not 
to  ill  treat  the  mother  of  Iris  fon 
and  heir.  A  father,  however  fond 
of  his  daughter,  cannot  affift  her, 
even  if  informed  of  the  ill-treat¬ 
ment  fie  fuffers  ;  the  hufband 
alone  is  lord  paramount  :  if,  how¬ 
ever,  he  fhould  be  convicted  of 
murdering  his  wife,  he  would 
fuffer  death,  but  this  is  difficult  to 
afcertain,  even  fhould  file  bear  on 
her  the  marks  of  his  cruelty,  or 
dafiardly  conduct,  for  who  is  to 
deteft  it  ?  Inftances  have  been 
known  where  the  woman  has  been 
cruelly  beaten  and  put  to  death, 
and  the  parents  have  been  in¬ 
formed  of  her  deceafe  as  if  it  had 
been  occafioned  by  ficknefs,  and 
file  has  been  buried  accordingly  : 
but  this  difficulty  of  bringing  the 
man  to  juftice,  holds  only  among 
the  powerful  bafhaws,  and  per- 
fons  in  the  higheft  ftations  :  and 
thefe,  to  avoid  a  retaliation  of 
fimilar  practices  on  their  children, 
Sometimes  prefer  giving  their 
daughters  in  marriage  to  men  of 
an  inferior  ftation  in  life,  who  are 
more  amenable  to  juftice. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  empire 
are  fubjecl  to  many  loathfome  and 
diftreffing  difeafes.  Children  are 
frequently  affeCted  with  baldnefs, 
and  the  falling  ficknefs,  which, 
however,  gradually  leave  them  as 
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they  grow  up  ;  the  women  are 
very  fubject  to  the  latter,  which 
they  call  m'jwn ,  that  is,  poffe  fifed 
with  a  fpirit. 

The  head- ache  is  common,  but 
it  is  only  temporary,  arifing 
ufually  from  a  fudden  ftoppage  of 
perfpiration,  and  goes  off  again 
on  ufing  exercife,  which  in  this 
hot  climate  immediately  caufes 
perfpiration.  The  ftomach  is  of¬ 
ten  relaxed  with  heat,  and  be¬ 
comes  extremely  painful;  this  they 
call,  improperly,  (ugah  el  kulleb) 
the  pain  of  the  heart.  They  are 
frequently  complaining  of  grip- 
ings,  and  univerfal  weaknefs, 
which  are  caufed  probably  by  the 
water  they  continually  drink  ; 
they  complain  alfo  of  (ugah  ei 
adem)  the  bone-ache,  which  is 
occafioned  by  their  fitting  on  the 
ground  without  fhoes. 

Schirrous  ulcers,  and  other  erup¬ 
tions,  often  break  out  on  their 
limbs  and  bodies,  from  the  heated 
ftate  of  their  blood,  which  is  in- 
creafed  by  the  too  conilant  ufe 
of  ftimulants,  for  whenever  they 
lit  down  to  meat,  the  fir  ft  enquiry 
is,  (wafh  fkune)  is  it  ftimulating? 
and  if  they  are  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  they  will  not  touch  it, 
be  it  ever  fo  good  and  favoury. 
Thefe  eruptions  in  time  turn  to 
leprous  affections. 

The  moft  general  diforder,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  un¬ 
known  among  them,  till  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  Ferdinand,  king  of 
Caftile,  expelled  the  Jews  from 
Spain,  who  coming  over  to  Ma- 
rocco,  and  fuffering  the  Africans 
to  cohabit  with  their  wives  and 
daughters,  the  whole  empire  was 
as  it  were  inoculated  with  the 

k  dreadful 
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dreadful  diftemper;  they  call  it 
the  great  difeafe  *,  or  the  'woman's 
diforder ;  and  it  has  now  fpread 
itfelf  into  fo  many  varieties,  that, 
I  am  fully  perfuaded,  there  is 
fcarcely  a  Moor  in  Barbary,  who 
has  not  more  or  lefs  of  the  virus 
in  his  blood.  They  have  no  ef¬ 
fectual  remedy  for  it ;  they  know 
nothing  of  the  fpecific  mercury  ; 
but  ufually  follow  a  courfe  of 
vegetable  diet  forty  days,  drink¬ 
ing,  during  that  time,  decoctions 
of  farfaparilla,  which  affords  them 
a  temporary  relief.  As  the  heat 
of  the  climate  keeps  up  a  conftant 
perfpiration,  thofe  who  have  this 
diforder,  do  not  fuffer  fo  much 
from  it  as  perfons  do  in  Europe  ; 
and  this,  added  to  their  abftaining 
in  general  from  wine,  and  all  fer¬ 
mented  liquors,  may  be  the  caufe 
of  their  being  enabled  to  drag 
through  life,  without  undergoing 
a  radical  cure,  though  they  are 
occalionally  afflicted  with  aches 
and  pains,  till  their  diffolution, 
I  have  heard  many  of  them  com¬ 
plain,  that  they  had  never  enjoyed 
health  or  tranquillity  fince  they 
were  firft  infected.  If  any  Euro¬ 
pean  furgeon  happen  to  prefcribe 
the  fpecific  remedy,  they  gene¬ 
rally,  from  fome  inaccuracy  of 
interpretation,  want  of  confidence, 
or  other  caufe,  neglect  to  follow 
the  neceffary  regimen  ;  this  ag¬ 
gravates  the  fymptoms,  and  they 
difcontinue  the  medicine,  from 
a  belief  of  its  inefficacy. 

Leprofy,  called  Jeddem,  or 
Murd  Jeddem,  is  very  prevalent 
in  Barbary  ;  people  affected  with 
it  are  common  in  the  province  of 
Haha,  where  oil  argannick  is 


much  ufed,  which,  when  not  pro¬ 
perly  prepared,  is  faid  to  be  a 
great  heater  of  the  blood.  The 
lepers  of  Haha  are  feen  in  parties 
of  ten  or  twelve  together,  and 
approach  travellers,  to  beg  cha¬ 
rity.  In  the  city  of  Marocco, 
there  is  a  feparate  quarter,  out- 
fide  the  walls,  inhabited  by  lepers 
only.  In  pafflng  through  this 
place,  I  obferved  that  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  by  no  means  dis¬ 
figured  in  perfonal  appearance,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  they  generally  have 
no  eye-brows  ;  the  women,  when 
young,  are  extremely  handfome  : 
they  are  fometimes  fluffed  in  the 
face,  and  at  others  pale ;  when 
they  appear  abroad,  they  affift 
their  complexion  with  (el  akker) 
rouge,  and  (el  kahol)  lead  ore, 
with  which  latter  they  blacken 
their  eye-laffes  and  eye. brows, 
and  pun&ure  the  chin  from  the  tip 
to  the  middle  of  the  lower  lip ; 
but  this  pradiife,  which  they 
think  increafes  their  beautv,  cer- 
tainly  disfigures  them. 

Leprofy  being  confidered  epi¬ 
demical,  thofe  who  are  affebled 
with  it  are  obliged  to  wear  a 
badge  of  diftinbtion  whenever  they 
leave  their  habitations,  fo  that  a 
ftraw  hat,  with  a  very  wide  brim, 
tied  on  in  a  particular  manner, 
is  the  fignal  for  perfons  not  to 
approach  the  wearer ;  the  lepers 
are  feen  in  various  parts  of  Bar¬ 
bary  fitting  on  the  ground,  with 
a  wooden  bowl  before  them,  beg¬ 
ging,  and  in  this  way  they  collect 
fometimes  a  confiderable  fum  for 
fuch  a  country.  They  intermarry 
with  each  other,  and  although  the 
whole  fyltem  is  faid  to  be  con- 


*  In  Arabic,  el  murd  el  kabeer,  or  el  murd  En’lali. 
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laminated,  yet  they  do  not  dif- 
cover  any  external  marks  of  dif- 
eafe,  except  the  before-mentioned 
paucity,  or  total  want  of  eye¬ 
brows.  On  any  change  of  wea¬ 
ther,  and  particularly  if  the  Iky 
be  overcaft,  and  the  air  damp, 
they  will  be  feen  fitting  round 
a  fire,  warming  their  bones,  as 
they  term  it ;  for  they  ache  all 
over  till  the  weather  refumes  its 
wonted  falubrity.  The  elephan- 
tiafis  has  been  thought  a  fpecies  of 
leprofy,  for  it  debilitates  and 
hardens  the  epidermis  of  the  legs, 
which  fwell,  and  appear  rugous. 

Perfons  affedled  with  the  ele» 
phantiafis  and  hydrocele,  are  fre¬ 
quently  met  with,  particularly 
about  Tangier,  the  water  of  which 
is  faid  to  occafion  the  latter,  and 
thofe  who  are  recently  affe&ed 
with  it,  affirm,  that  it  leaves  them 
on  removing  from  the  place*. 
During  my  ftay  once  at  Tangiers, 
after  travelling  through  the  coun¬ 
try,  I  obferved  one  of  my  fer- 
vants  labouring  under  the  dis¬ 
order.  On  fpeaking  to  him  about 
if,  and  regretting  that  there  was 
no  phyfician  to  afford  him  relief, 
he  laughed,  and  made  light  of  it, 
faying,  he  hoped  I  would  not 
ftay  long  at  Tangiers,  as  it  was 
occafioned  by  the  water  of  the 
place,  and  would  leave  him  as 
loon  as  we  departed  ;  which  was 
actually  the  cafe,  for  two  days 
after  our  departure,  it  had  almoft 
entirely  fubfided. 

Cafes  of  dropfy  and  hernia  are 
fometimes  met  with,  though  the 
latter  is  not  fo  frequent  as  in 
Europe.  They  have  no  effedtual 
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remedy  for  any  of  the  before- 
mentioned  difeafes  \  their  whole 
materia  medica  confifts,  with  lit¬ 
tle  exception,  of  herbs  and  other 
vegetables,  from  their  knowledge 
of  the  virtues  of  which,  much 
might  be  learned  by  European 
phyficians. 

Gun-fhot  wounds  are  cured  by 
the  adtual  cautery. 

The  plague,  which  appears  ne» 
ceffary  to  carry  off  the  overplus 
of  increafing  population,  vifits 
this  country  about  once  in  every 
twenty  years  ;  the  laft  vifi ration 
was  in  1799,  and  was  more  fatal 
than  almoft  any  ever  before  known. 

The  Mohammedans  never  poft- 
pone  burying  their  dead  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  j  in  fum« 
mer  it  would  be  offenfive  to  keep 
them  longer,  for  which  reafon 
they  often  inter  the  body  a  few 
hours  after  death.  They  firft 
wafti  it,  then  lay  it  on  a  wooden 
tray,  without  any  coffin,  but 
covered  with  a  fhroud  of  cotton 
cloth  1  it  is  thus  borne  to  the 
grave  by  four  men,  followed  by 
the  relations  and  friends  of  the 
deceafed,  chaunting  (La  Allah  ilia 
Allah  wa  Mohammed  raffia!  Al¬ 
lah.)  There  is  no  God  but  the 
true  God,  and  Mohammed  is  his 
prophet.  The  head  is  placed  in 
the  grave  towards  Mecca,  and  the 
head  and  foot  of  it  are  marked 

bv  two  ftones.  It  is  unlawful  to 
* 

take  fees  at  an  interment  ;  the 
bier  belongs  to  the  (jamfia)  mofque, 
and  is  ufed,  free  of  expence,  by 
thofe  applying  for  it.  The  ce¬ 
metery  is  a  piece  of  ground 
enclofed ,  attached  to  fome  fane- 


*  I  onty  mention  this,  from  its  being  the  popular  and  generally  received  opinion  of 
the  natives ;  the  cafe  ot  my  fervant  would,  indeed,  feem  to  favour  fuch  an  opinion, 
but  his  cure  was  probably  owing  to  other  caufes. 
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tuary,  outfide  of  the  town ;  for 
the  Mohammedans  do  not  allow 
the  dead  to  be  buried  among  the 
habitations  of  the  living,  or  in 
towns  ;  they  highly  venerate  t  e 
burying  places,  and,  whenever 
they  pafs  them,  pray  for  the  dead. 

The  etiquette  of  the  court  of 
Marocco  does  not  allow  any  man 
to  mention  the  word  death  to  the 
emperor,  fo  that  if  it  be  neeeflary 
to  communicate  to  him  the  news 
of  any  Mohammedan’s  deceafe, 
they  fay,  (ufah  amenah)  “  he  has 
completed  his  deftiny,”  or  his 
life,  to  which  (Allah  ce  erham- 
mob)  “  God  be  merciful  to  him,” 
is  the  reply.  When  a  Jew  dies, 
the  Moors  exprefs  it  by  (maat 
bel  hafan)  (i  the  fon  of  a  cuckold 
is  dead  on  the  death  of  a  Chrif- 
tian,  who  bore  a  good  charafter, 
they  fay,  (maat  mefquin)  “  the 
inoffenfive,  or  negative  man  is 
dead  but  if  he  was  unpopular, 
or  difliked,  (maat  el  kafferj  “  the 
infidel  is  dead.” 


Account  of  the  City  and  Government 
of  Timbuctoo. 

From  the  fame . 

TIMBUCTOO,  the  great  em¬ 
porium  of  central  Africa,  has, 
from  time  immemorial,  carried  on 
a  very  extenfiveand  lucrative  trade 
with  the  various  maritime  States 
of  North  Africa,  viz.  Marocco, 
Tunis,  Algiers,  Tripoli,  Egypt,  &c. 
by  means  of  (akkabaahs)  accumu¬ 
lated  caravans,  which  crofs  the 
great  Defert  of  Sahara,  generally 
between  the  months  of  September 
and  April  inclufive  :  thefe  akka¬ 
baahs  confift  of  feveral  hundred 
loaded  camels,  accompanied  by  the 


Arabs,  who  let  them  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  for  the  tranfport  of  their 
merchandize  to  Fas,  Marocco,  &c. 
at  a  very  low  rate.  During  their 
route,  they  are  often  expofed  to  the 
attacks  of  the  roving  Arabs  of 
Sahara,  who  generally  commit  their 
depredations  as  they  approach  the 
confines  of  the  Defert. 

In  this  tirefome  journey,  the 
akkabaahs  do  not  proceed  in  a  di- 
reft  line  acrofs  the  tracklefs  De¬ 
fert  to  the  place  of  their  deitination, 
but  turn  occafionally  eaftward  or 
weftward,  according  to  the  fixa¬ 
tion  of  certain  fertile,  inhabited, 
and  cultivated  fpots,  interfperfed  in 
various  parts  of  Sahara,  like  iflands 
in  the  ocean,  called  Oas,  or  Oafes; 
thefe  ferve  as  watering-places  to  the 
men,  as  well  as  to  feed,  refrefh,  and 
replenifb  the  hardy  and  patient 
camel  :  at  each  of  thefe  Oafes,  the 
akkabaah  fojourns  about  feven  days, 
and  then  proceeds  on  its  jour¬ 
ney,  until  it  reaches  another  fpot 
of  the  fame  defcription.  In  the  in¬ 
termediate  journies,  the  hot  winds, 
denominated  Shume,  are  often  fo 
violent,  as  confiderably,  if  not  en¬ 
tirely,  to  exhale  the  water  carried 
in  fkins  by  the  camels  for  the  ufe 
of  the  paffengers  and  drivers  ;  on 
thefe  occafions,  the  Arabs  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  Soudan  affirm  that  500  dol¬ 
lars  have  been  given  for  a  draught 
of  water  ;  and  that  ten  or  twenty 
are  commonly  given  when  a  partial 
exhalation  has  occurred. 

In  1805,  a  caravan  proceeding 
from  Timbuctoo  to  Tafiilet,  was 
difappointed,  in  not  finding  water 
at  one  of  the  ufual  watering-places, 
when,  horrible  to  relate,  the  whole 
of  the  perfons  belonging  to  it,  2000 
in  number,  befide  1800  camels,  pe¬ 
rilled  of  third  !  Accidents  of  this 
fort  account  for  the  vaft  quantities 


of  human  and  other  hones, 
are  found  mingled  together  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  Defert. 

The  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun,  aided 
by  the  vehement  and  parching  wind 
driving  the  loofe  fand  along  the 
boundlefs  plains,  gives  to  the  Defert 
the  appearance  of  a  fea,  the  drifting 
fands  refembling  exactly  the  waves 
of  the  ocean,  and  hence  aptly  de¬ 
nominated  by  the  Arabs  (El 
Bahar  billa  maa)  a  fea  without 
water. 

It  is  generally  affirmed  that  the 
guides,  to  whom  the  charge  of 
conducing  thefe  numerous  accu¬ 
mulated  caravans  is  committed,  in 
their  route  to  and  from  Marocco, 
dired  their  courfe  by  the  fcent  of 
the  fandy  earth  ;  but  I  could  never 
difcover  any  reafonable  foundation 
for  fuch  an  opinion,  and  apprehend 
it  to  be  an  artful  invention  of  their 
own,  to  impofeon  the  credulity  of 
this  fuperftitious  and  ignorant  peo¬ 
ple,  and  thus  to  enhance  the  value 
of  their  knowledge.  Thefe  guides 
poffefs  fome  idea  of  afttology,  and 
the  fituation  of  certain  flars,  and 
being  enabled  by  the  two  pointers 
to  afcertain  the  polar  ftar,  they 
can,  by  that  unvarying  guide,  fleer 
their  courfe  with  confiderabie  pre- 
eifion,  preferring  often  travelling 
in  the  night,  rather  than  under  the 
fuffocating  heat  of  the  fcorching 
meridian  fun. 

When  the  akkabaah  reaches  Ak- 
ka,  the  firft  llation  on  this  fide  of 
the  Defert,  and  fituated  on  the  con¬ 
fines  thereof,  in  Lower  Sufe,  which 
is  a  part  of  Bled-el-jerrede,  the  ca¬ 
mels  and  guides  are  difcharged,  and 
others  there  hired  to  proceed  to 
Fas,  Marocco,  Terodant,  Tafillet, 
and  other  places. 

The  akkabaahs  perform  the  tra- 
verfeof  the  Defert,  including  their 
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fojournments  at  El-wahs,  or  Oafes, 
in  about  i  30  days.  Proceedingfrom 
the  city  of  Fas,  they  goat  the  rate 
of  three  miles  and  a  half  an  hour, 
and  travel  feven  hours  a  day;  they 
reach  Wedinoon,  Tatta,  or  Akka, 
in  eighteen  days,  where  they  re¬ 
main  a  month,  as  the  grand  accu¬ 
mulated  akkabaah  proceeds  from 
the  latter  place. 

In  going  from  Akka  to  Tagaffa 
(the  g  fhould  be  pronounced  gut¬ 
tural),  they  employ  fixteen  days, 
here  fojourning  fifteen  days  more 
to  replenifh  their  camels ;  they 
then  proceed  to  the  Oafis  and  Well 
of  Taudeny,  which  they  reach  in 
feven  days ;  here  again  they  re¬ 
main  fifteen  days  ;  their  next  route 
is  to  Arawan,  another  watering- 
place,  which  they  reach  in  feven 
days  ;  here  they  fojourn  fifteen 
days,  and  then  proceed  and  reach 
Timbuctoo  the  fixth  day,  making 
a  journey  of  fifty-four  days  adual 
travelling,  and  of  feventy-five  days 
repofe,  being  altogether,  from  Fas 
to  Timbudoc,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  days,  or  four  lunat 
months  and  nine  clays. 

There  is  another  akkabaah  which 
fets  out  from  Wedinoon  and  Sok 
Alfa,  and  traverfing  the  Defert 
between  the  black  mountains  of 
Cape  Bojadorand  Gualata,  touches 
at  Tagaffa,  El  Garbie  (both  g’s 
guttural,  or  Weft  Tagaffa,  and 
flaying  there  to  colled  fiilt, 
proceeds  to  Timbudoo.  The 
time  occupied  by  this  akkabaah 
is  five  or  fix  months,  as  it  goes 
as  far  as  Jibbed-el-bied,  or  the 
White  Mountains,  near  Cape  Blan¬ 
co,  through  the  Defert  of  Mog- 
ratfra  and  Woled  Abuffebah,  to  a 
place  called  Agadeen,  where  it  fo~ 
journs  twenty  days. 

The  akkabaahs  which  crofs  the 

Deferts 
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Defert,  may  be  compared  to  our 
fleets  of  merchant  veffels  under 
convoy,  the  (ftata)  convoy  of  the 
Defert  being  two  or  more  Arabs, 
belonging  to  the  tribe  through 
whofe  territory  the  caravan  pafles : 
thus,  in  palling  the  territory  of 
Woled  Abuflebah,  they  are  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  Sebayees,  or  people 
of  that  country,  who,  on  reaching 
the  confines  of  the  territory  of  Wo¬ 
led  Deleim,  receive  a  remuneration, 
and  return,  delivering  them  to  the 
protection  of  two  chiefs  of  Woled 
Deleim  ;  thefe  again  conducting 
them  to  the  coniines  of  the  territory 
of  the  Moraffra  Arabs,  to  whofe 
care  they  deliver  them,  and  fo  on, 
till  they  reach  Timbuftoo  :  any  af- 
fault  made  againft  the  akkabaah 
during  this  journey,  is  conlideredas 
an  infult  to  the  whole  clan  to  which 
the  (data)  convoy  belongs,  and  for 
which  they  never  fail  to  take  ample 
revenge. 

Belides  thefe  grand  accumulated 
caravans,  there  are  others  which 
crofs  the  Defert  on  any  emergency, 
without  a  ftata,  or  guard  of  fol- 
diers;  but  this  is  a  perilous  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  they  are  too  often  plun¬ 
dered  near  the  northern  coniines  of 
the  Defert,  by  two  notorious  tribes, 
called  Dikna  and  Emjot.  In  the 
year  1799,  an  akkabaah,  confiding 
of  two  thoufand  camels  loaded  with 
Soudanic  produce,  together  with 
feven  hundred  Haves,  was  plunder¬ 
ed  and  difperfed,  and  many  were 
killed.  Thefe  defperate  attacks  are 
conducted  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  a  whole  clan  picket  their 
horfes  at  the  entrance  of  their  tents, 
and  fend  out  fcouts  to  give  notice 
when  an  akkabaah  is  likely  to 
pafs ;  thefe  being  mounted  on  the 
Heirie,  or  Shrubba  Er’reeh,  quickly 
communicate  the  intelligence,  and 
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the  whole  clan  mount  their  horfes, 
taking  with  them  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  (niag)  female  camels,  to 
fupply  them  with  food  (they  living 
altogether  on  the  milk  of  that  ani¬ 
mal  ;)  they  place  themfelves  fome- 
where  in  ambufh  near  an  Oafis,  or 
watering-place,  from  whence  they 
ififue  on  the  arrival  of  the  akka¬ 
baah,  which  they  plunder  of  every 
thing,  leaving  the  unfortunate  mer¬ 
chants  entirely  deftitute. 

Thofe  who  have  philofophy 
enough  to  confine  their  wants 
folely  to  what  nature  requires, 
would  view  the  individual  happi- 
nefs  of  the  people  who  compofe 
the  caravans  with  approbation. 
Their  food,  drefs,  and  accommo¬ 
dation,  are  fimple  and  natural  : 
profcribed  from  the  ufe  of  wine 
and  intoxicating  liquors  by  their 
religion,  and  exhorted  by  its  prin¬ 
ciples  to  temperance,  they  are  com¬ 
monly  fatisfied  with  a  few  nourifh- 
ing  dates,  and  a  draught  of  watery 
and  they  will  travel  for  weeks  fue- 
ceflively  without  any  other  food :  at 
other  times,  a  little  barley  meal  and 
cold  water  is  the  extent  of  their 
provifion,  when  they  undertake  a 
journey  of  a  few  weeks  acrofs  the 
Defert ;  living  in  this  abftemious 
manner,  they  never  complain,  but 
folace  themfelves  with  a  hope  of 
reaching  their  native  country,  Ting¬ 
ing  occafionally  during  the  journey, 
whenever  they  approach  any  habi¬ 
tation,  or  whenever  the  camels 
appear  fatigued  :  thefe  fongs  are 
ufually  fung  in  trio,  and  in  the 
chorus  all  the  camel-drivers,  who 
have  a  mufical  voice,  join  ;  it  is 
worthy  obfervation,  how  much 
thefe  fongs  renovate  the  camels, 
and  the  fymphony  and  time  they 
keep  furpafles  what  any  one  would 
imagine,  who  had  not  heard  them. 

In 
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In  traverfing  the  Defert,  they  ge¬ 
nerally  contrive  to  terminate  the 
day’s  journey  at  PAfaw,  a  term 
which  they  appropriate  to  our  four 
o’clock,  P.  M.  fo  that  between 
that  period  and  the  fetting  fun, 
the  tents  are  pitched,  prayers  faid, 
and  the  (Lafhaw)  fuppergot  ready  ; 
after  which  they  fit  round  in  a  cir¬ 
cle,  and  talk  till  deep  overcomes 
them,  and  next  morning,  at  break 
of  day,  they  proceed  again  on  their 
journey. 

The  Arabic  language,  as  fpoken 
by  the  camel-drivers,  is  peculiarly 
fweet  and  foft ;  the  guttural  and 
harfti  letters  are  foftened,  and  with 
all  its  energy  andperfpicuity,  when 
pronounced  by  them,  it  is  as  foft,  and 
more  fonorous,  than  the  Italian  ;  it 
approaches  the  ancient  Korannick 
language,  and  has  fuffered  but 
little  alteration  thefe  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  years.  The  Arabs  of  Moraffra, 
and  thofe  of  Woled  Abunebah,  fre¬ 
quently  hold  an  extempore  conver- 
fation  in  poetry,  at  which  the  wo¬ 
men  are  adepts,  and  never  fail  to 
fhew  attention  to  thofe  young 
Arabs  who  excel  in  this  intellec¬ 
tual  and  refined  amufement. 

The  articles  tranfported  by  the 
company  of  merchants  trading  from 
Fas  to  Timbudoo,  are  principally 
as  follows  :  various  kinds  of  Ger¬ 
man  linens,  viz.  plat tilias,  rouans, 
brettanias,  mullins  of  different 
qualities,  particularly  muls,  Irilh 
linens,  cambricks,  fine  cloths  of 
particular  colours,  coral  beads, 
amber  beads,  pearls,  Bengal  raw 
filk,  brafs  nails,  coffee,  fine  Hyfon 
teas,  refined  fugar,  and  various 
manufactures  of  Fas  and'  Tafilelt, 
viz.  fhawls  and  fafhes  of  filk  and 
gold,  hayks  of  filk,  of  cotton  and 
filk  mixed,  of  cotton  and  of  wool ; 
alfo  an  immenfe  quantity  of  (hayk 
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filelly)  Tafilelt  hayks,  a  particu¬ 
larly  light  and  fine  manufacture  of 
that  place,  and  admirably  adapted 
to  the  climate  of  Soudan  ;  to  thefe 
may  be  added  red  woollen  caps, 
the  general  covering  of  the  head, 
turbans,  Italian  filks,  nutmegs, 
cloves,  ginger,  and  pepper,  Vene¬ 
tian  beads,  cowries,  and  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  tobacco  and  fait, 
the  produce  of  Barbary  and  Bled- 
el-jerrede. 

The  produce  of  Soudan,  returned 
by  the  akkabaahs  for  the  above 
articles,  confifts  principally  in  gold 
duft,  twilled  gold  rings  of  Wan- 
gara,  gold  rings  made  at  Jinnie, 
bars  of  gold,  elephants’  teeth,  gum 
of  Soudan  (guza  Saharawie),  grains 
of  Sahara,  called  by  Europeans 
grains  of  Paradife,  odoriferous 
gums,  called  el  b’kor’h  Sodan,  much 
eftimated  by  the  Arabs  for  fu¬ 
migating,  to  which  they  afcribe 
many  virtues  ;  a  great  number  of 
Haves,  purchafed  at  Timbudoo, 
from  the  Wangareen,  Houffonian, 
and  other  flatees,  who  bring  them 
from  thofe  regions  which  border 
on  the  Jibbel,  Kumra,  or  Moun¬ 
tains  of  the  Moon,  a  chain  which, 
with  little  or  no  intermiflion,  runs 
through  the  continent  of  Africa, 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  viz. 
from  Aflentee  in  the  weft,  to  Abyf- 
finia  in  the  eaft. 

Oftrich  feathers  and  ambergris 
are  collected  on  the  confines  of 
the  Defert,  and  are  added  to  the 
merchandize  before  mentioned. — 
The  gold  jewels  of  Jennie  are  de¬ 
nominated  by  the  Arabs  El  Herrez, 
from  the  fuppofed  charm  they  con¬ 
tain  ;  they  are  invariably  of  pure 
gold,  and  fome  of  them  of  exqui- 
fite  workmanfhip,  and  of  various 
forms,  but  hollow  in  the  middle, 
for  the  purpofe  of  containing  the 
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Herrez,  or  amulet,  which  confifts 
of  paffages  from  the  Koran,  ar¬ 
ranged  in  fome  geometrical  figure, 
on  paper,  which  being  inclofed  in 
the  gold  jewel,  is  fufpended  from 
the  neck,  or  tied  round  the  arms, 
legs,  or  elfewhere.  Thefe  charms  * 
have  various  and  particular  powers 
attributed  to  them,  fome  infuring 
the  wearer  againft  the  effefts  of  an 
evil  eye,  others  from  an  evil  mind ; 
fome  are  intended  to  fecure  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  profperity  and  happi- 
nefs,  or  to  avert  misfortune,  whilft 
others  fecure  to  the  wearer  health 
and  ftrength.  This  fuperftition, 
and  predileftion  for  charms,  per¬ 
vades  the  greater  part  of  Africa  : 
thus,  in  the  northern  maritime 
ftates,  in  Sufe,  and  other  parts  of 
Bled-el-jerrede,  the  fakrees,  or 
faints  attach  half  a  hundred  Herrez 
(without,  however,  the  gold  cover¬ 
ing,  for  which  they  fubftitute  a 
leathern  one)  to  different  parts  of 
their  body,  and  even  to  the  horfes  : 
at  Marocco  I  have  feen  eleven 
round  one  horfe’s  neck.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thefe  countries  imagine 
no  diforder  incident  to  mankind  can 
attack  either  man  or  beaft,  without 
the  aid  of  fome  (jin)  fpirit,  or  de¬ 
parted  foul,  or  (drubba  d’lain)  an 
evil  eye. 

The  flaves  brought  by  the  akka- 
baahs  are  more  or  less  valuable  in 
Barbary,  according  to  their  beauty 
and  fymmetry  of  perfon,  and  alfo 
according  to  their  age,  and  the 
country  from  whence  they  are  pro¬ 
cured  ;  thus  a  Wangareen  flave  is 
not  worth  fo  much  as  one  from 
Houffa ;  the  former  being  a  grofs, 
ftupid  people,  little  fuperior  in  un- 
derflanding  to  the  brute  creation, 
whilft  thofe  of  Houffa  are  intelli¬ 
gent,  induff rious,  acute,  andpofiefs 
a  peculiarly  open  and  noble  coun¬ 


tenance,-  having  prominent  nofes, 
and  expreffive  black  eyes ;  thofe  of 
Wangara,  on  the  contrary,  have 
large  mouths,  thick  lips,  broad,  flat 
nofes,  and  heavy  eyes.  A  young 
girl  of  Houffa,  of  exquifite  beauty, 
was  once  fold  at  Marocca,  w h i  1  ft  I 
was  there,  for  four  hundred  ducats, 
whilft  the  average  price  of  flaves  is 
about  one  hundred,  fo  much  de¬ 
pends  on  the  fancy  or  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  purchafer ! 

Thefe  flaves  are  treated  very 
differently  from  the  unhappy  vic¬ 
tims  who  ufed  to  be  tranfported 
from  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  our 
fettlements  on  the  Gambia,  to  the 
Weft-india  iflands.  After  fuffer- 
ing  thofe  privations,  which  all  who 
traverfe  the  African  Defert  muff 
neceffarily  and  equally  fubmit  to, 
mafters  as  well  as  fervants  and 
flaves,  they  are  conveyed  to  Fas 
and  Marocco,  and  after  being  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  fock,  or  public  mar¬ 
ket-place,  they  are  fold  to  the 
higheft  bidder,  who  carries  them 
to  his  home,  where,  if  found  faith¬ 
ful,  they  are  confidered  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family,  and  allowed  an 
intercourfe  with  the  (horraht)  free¬ 
born  women  of  the  houfehold. 
Being  in  the  daily  habit  of  hearing 
the  Arabic  language  fpoken,  they 
foon  acquire  a  partial  knowledge  of 
it,  and  the  Mohammedan  religion 
teaching  the  unity  of  God,  they 
readily  re j eft  Paganifm,  and  em¬ 
brace  Mohammedanifm  ;  their 
Moofelmin  mafters  then  inftil  into 
their  vacant  minds,  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  firft  imprefiion,  the  fun¬ 
damental  principles  of  the  Moo¬ 
felmin  doftrine  ;  the  more  intelli¬ 
gent  learn  to  read  and  write,  and 
afterwards  acquire  a  partial  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Koran  ;  and  fuch  as 
can  read  and  underftand  one  chap. 
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ter,  from  that  time  procure  their 
emancipation  from  fiavery,  and  the 
matter  exults  in  having  converted 
an  infidel,  and  in  full  faith  expefts 
favour  from  heaven  for  the  aftion, 
and  for  having  liberated  a  Have. 
When  thefe  people  do  not  turn 
their  minds  to  reading,  and  learn¬ 
ing  the  principles  of  Mohamme- 
danifm,  they  generally  obtain  their 
freedom  after  eight  or  ten  years  fer- 
vitude;  for  the  more  confcientious 
Moofelmen  confider  them  as  ser¬ 
vants,  and  purchafe  them  for  about 
the  fame  fum  that  they  would  pay 
in  wages  to  a  fervant  during  the 
above  period  ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  term,  by  giving  them  their 
liberty,  they,  according  to  their 
religious  opinions,  acquire  a  blefs- 
ing  from  God,  for  having  done  an 
aft,  which  a  Moofelman  confiders 
more  meritorious  in  the  fight  of 
Heaven,  than  the  facrifice  of  a 
goat,  or  even  of  a  camel.  This 
liberation  is  entirely  voluntary  on 
the  part  of  the  owner;  and  I  have 
known  fome  flaves  fo  attached  to 
their  matters  from  good  treatment, 
that  when  they  have  been  offered 
their  liberty,  they  have  aftuaily  re- 
fufed  it,  preferring  to  continue  in 
fervitude,  It  fhould not,  however, 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  Arabs  and 
Moors  are  always  inclined  thus  to 
liberate  thefe  degraded  people  :  on 
the  contrary,  fome  of  them,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  latter,  are  obdurate, 
and  make  an  infamous  traffic  of 
them,  by  purchafing,  and  after¬ 
wards  intermarrying  them,  for  the 
purpofe  of  propagation  and  of  fale, 
when  they  are  placed  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  market-place,  and  there  turned 
about  and  examined,  in  order  to  af- 
certain  their  value. 

The  eunuchs  which  the  emperor 
and  princes  keep  to  fuperintend 
Vol.  LI,  or  Vol,  IX,  New  S 


their  refpeftive  horems,  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  procured  from  the 
vicinage  of  Senaar  in  Soudan ;  thefe 
creatures  have  fhrill  and  effemi¬ 
nate  voices ;  they  are  emafculated 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  fome- 
times  in  fuch  a  way,  as  not  to  be 
incapacitated  from  cohabiting  with 
women  ;  they  are  in  general  very 
fat  and  grofs,  and,  from  the  nature 
of  the  charge  committed  to  them, 
become  very  confidential  fervants : 
indeed,  their  fidelity  is  furpafled 
only  by  their  unbounded  indolence. 

I  knew  one  of  thefe  creatures,  who 
was  chief  of  the  eunuchs  fuperin- 
tending  the  horem  of  Muley  Abd 
Salam,  at  Agadeer,  who  was  one 
hundred  and  ten  years  old ;  he  was 
then  upright,  and  walked  about 
without  a  flick, 

Perfons  unaccuftomed  to,  or  un¬ 
acquainted  with,  the  mode  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  Africa,  may  imagine  the 
expence  and  trouble  of  conveying 
the  flaves  acrofs  the  Defert,  would 
be  more  than  the  advantage  deriv¬ 
able  from  their  fale  ;  but  it  mutt:  be 
recollefted  that  thefe  people  are 
very  abftemious,  particularly  whilft 
travelling;  ten  dollars  expended  in 
rice  in  Wangara,  is  futticient  for  a 
year’s  confumption  for  one  perfon  % 
the  wearing  apparel  is  alike  econo¬ 
mical,  a  pair  of  drawers,  and  fome” 
times  a  veft,  forming  all  the  cloth- 
ing  neceffary  in  traverfing  the  De¬ 
fert. 

It  is  not  afcercained  when  the 
communication  between  Barbary 
andSoudan  was  firft  opened,  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  the  enterprifing  expe» 
dition  of  Muley  Arfheede  to  the 
latter  country,  tended  confiderabljr 
to  increafe  and  encourage  the  ex¬ 
change  of  commodities,  and  caufed 
the  eftablilhment  of  the  company 
of  Fas  merchants  at  Fas,  as  well  as 
:rjrs.  [3  H]  that 


that  oF  their  fadory  at  Timbudoo, 
which  has  continued  to  increafe  and 
fiourifh  ever  finee. 


The  circulating  medium  at  Tim¬ 
budoo  is  (tibber)  gold  duft,  which 
is  exchanged  for  merchandize ; 
thus  a  plattilia  is  worth  20  mizans 
of  gold  :  a  piece  of  Irifh  linen,  of 
25  yards,  is  worth  30  mizans ;  and 
loaf  fugar  is  worth  40  mizans  of 
gold  per  quintal. 

Having,  in  feme  meafure,  ex¬ 
plained  the  nature  of  the  trade  with 
Timbudoo,  we  may  now  proceed 
to  difeufs  the  extent  of  its  territory  ; 
and  although  this  does  not  appear 
?o  have  been  afeertained,  yet  it 
may  be  faid  to  extend  northward 
to  the  confines  of  Sahara,  or  the 
])efert,  a  trad  of  country  about 
ninety  miles  in  breadth  :  the  weft, 
ern  boundary  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  well:  of  the  city,  and 
the  eaftern  extends  to  the  Bahar 
Soudan,  or  the  fea  of  Soudan, 
which  is  a  lake  formed  by  the  Nile 
El  Abeede,  whofe  oppofite  (bore  is 
not  difeernibie  ;  this  is  the  deferip- 
tion  given  of  it  by  the  Soudanees, 
who  have  vifited  it :  on  its  oppofite 
or  eaftern  fliore  begins  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  white  people  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned,  denominated  by  the  Arabs 
(N’farrath)  Chriftians,  or  followers 
of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  :  fouth  of  the 
liver  is  another  territory  of  im- 
menfe  extent,  the  boundary  of 
which  extends  to  Lamlem,  or 
Melli,  which  latter  is  reported  to 
be  inhabited  by  one  of  the  loft,  or 
miffing  tribes  of  Ifrael. 

Thqcity  of  Timbudoo  is  fituated 
on  a  plain,  furrounded  by  fandy 
eminences,  about  twelve  miles 
north  'of  the  Nile  El  Abeede, 
or  Nile  of  the  Blacks,  and  three 
(erhellat)  days  journey  from  the 
confines  of  Sahara  :  the  city  is 
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"about  twelve  miles  in  circamfe^ 
rence,  hut  without  wails.  The 
town  of  Kabra,  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  is  its  commer¬ 
cial  depot,  or  port.  By  means  of 
a  water  carriage  eaft  and  weft  of 
Kabra,  great  facility  is  given  to 
the  trade  of  Timbudoo,  from 
whence  the  various  articles  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  as  well  as  Barbary  manu¬ 
factures, ■  brought  by  the  akka- 
baahs  from  the  north  of  Africa, 
are  diftributed  to  the  different  em¬ 
pires  and  ftates  of  Soudan,  and  the 
fouth.  This  great  mart  is  reforted 
to  by  all  nations,  whither  they 
bring  the  various  produds  of  their 
refpedive  countries,  to  barter  for 
the  European  and  Barbary  manu- 
fadures. 

The  houfes  of  Timbudoo  have 
for  the  moft  part  no  upper  apart¬ 
ments  ;  they  are  fpacious,  and  of 
a  fquare  form,  with  an  opening  in 
the  centre,  towards  which  the 
doors  open ;  they  have  no  win¬ 
dows,  as  the  doors,  which  are  lofty 
and  wide,  admit  fufficient  light  to 
the  rooms  when  thrown  open.— 
Contiguous  to  the  entrance  door 
is  a  building,  confiding  of  two 
rooms,  called  a  Duaria,  in  which 
vifitors  are  received  and  enter¬ 
tained,.  fo  that  they  fee  nothing  of 
the  women,  who  are  extremely 
handfeme  ;  the  men  are  fo  excef- 
fively  jealous  of  their  wives,  that, 
when  the  latter  vifit  a  relation, 
they  are  muffled  up  in  every  pofii- 
ble  way  to  difguife  their  perfons  ; 
their  face  is  alfo  covered  with 
their  garment,  through  which  they 
peep  with  one  eye  to  difeover  their 
way. 

The  king,  whofe  authority  has 
been  acknowledged  at  Timbudoo 
ever  finee  the  death  of  Muley  If- 
mael,  emperor  of  Marocco,  is  the 
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fcvereign  of  Bambarra  ;  the  name 
of  this  potentate  in  1800  was 
Woolo  :  he  is  a  black,  and  a  native 
of  the  country  which  he  governs ; 
his  ufual  place  of  refidence  is  Jin- 
nie,  though  he  has  three  palaces  in 
TimbuCloo,  which  are  laid  to  con¬ 
tain  an  immenfe  quantity  of  gold. 
Many  of  the  civil  appointments^ 
fince  the  deceafe  of  Muley  Ifmael 
before  mentioned,  and  the  confe- 
quent  decline  of  the  authority  of 
the  Emperor  of  Marbcco;  have 
been  filled  by  moors  of  Mafoquin 
origin  5  but  the  military  appoint¬ 
ments  fince  the  above  period,  have 
been  entirely  among  the  negroes  of 
Bambarra,  appointed  by  the  King 
Woolo;  the  inhabitants  are  alfo 
for  the  mod  part  negroes,  who 
poffefs  much  of  the  Arab  hofpita- 
lity,  and  pride  themfelves  with 
being  attentive  to  ftrangers*  The 
various  coftumes  exhibited  in  the 
market-places  and  ftreets,  indicate 
the  variety  and  extent  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nations  of  central  Africa  ; 
the  individuals  being  each  habited 
in  the  drefs  of  his  refpe&ive  coun- 
!  try,  exhibit  a  variety  both  pleafing 
and  interefting  to  every  ilranger 
1  who  goes  there. 

The  toleration  in  a  country  like 
this  is  particularly  defervingof  no¬ 
tice*  The  Divan;  or  I’Alemma* 
never  interfere  with  the  religious 
tenets  of  the  various  religions  pro- 
feffed  by  the  different  people  who 
refort  hither  for  commercial  or 
other  purpofes  ;  every  one  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  worfhip  the  great  Author 
of  his  being  without  reftraint,  and 
according  to  the  religion  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  or  in  the  way  wherein  he  may 
have  been  initiated. 

The  police  of  this  extraordinary 


place  is  extolled  as  furpafling  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  on  this  fide  of 
the  defert ;  robberies  and  houfe- 
breaking  are  fcarcely  known  ;  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
each  following  his  refpe&ive  avo¬ 
cation,  interfere  with  nothing  but 
what  concerns  them.  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  city  is  entrufted  to  a 
divan  of  twelve  Alemma,  or  men 
learned  in  the  Koran,  and  an  um¬ 
pire,  who  retain  their  appoint¬ 
ments,  which  they  receive  from 
the  king  of  Bambarra,  three  years. 
The  power  of  the  Alemma  is  great, 
and  their  falling  into  the  mafs  of 
citizens,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
above  period,  obliges  them  to  aCt 
uprightly,  as  their  good  or  bad 
adminiftration  of  juftice  either  ac¬ 
quits  or  condemns  them,  after  the 
expiration  of  their  temporary 
power.  The  civil  jurifprudence 
is  directed  by  a  cadi,  who  decides 
all  judicial  proceedings  according 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  Koran  ;  he  has 
twelve  talbs  of  the  law,  or  attor- 
nies,  attending  him,  each  of  whom 
has  a  feparate  department  of  juftice 
to  engage  his  daily  attention. 

It  is  afferted  that  until  lately  no 
jews  were  permitted  to  enter  the 
town,  and  various  conjectures  have 
been  made  as  to  the  caufe  of  this 
interdiction.  It  is  alfo  reported 
that  thofe  Jews  who  do  now  re¬ 
fort  thither  are  obliged  to  become 
Mohammedans;  the  forms  of  which 
religion  they  probably  relinquifh 
on  their  return  to  their  native 
country;  but  whatever  may  be  the 
oftenfible,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
the  true  caufe  why  the  Jews  are 
not  admitted  into  TimbuCloo,  is 
the  extreme  jealoufy  of  the  indivi¬ 
duals  of  the  Moorifh  faClory,  whofe 
avarice  induces  them  to  exclude 
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every  perfon  from  (haring  their 
emoluments,  whenever  a  plaulible 
pretext  can  be  found. 

The  climate  of  TimbuCtoo  is 
much  extolled  as  being  falubrious, 
and  extremely  invigorating,  info- 
much  that  it  is  impoflible  lor  the 
fexes  to  ex  ill  without  intermarry¬ 
ing  ;  accordingly  it  is  faid,  there  is 
no  man  of  the  age  of  eighteen  who 
has  not  his  wives  or  concubines,  all 
which  are  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
the  country,  which  are  Moham¬ 
medan  ;  and  it  is  even  a  difgrace 
for  a  man  who  has  reached  the  age 
of  puberty  to  be  unmarried.  The 
natives,  and  thofe  who  have  relided 
there  any  conliderable  time,  have 
an  elegance  and  fuavity  of  manners, 
which  is  not  obferved  on  this  fide 
of  Sahara ;  they  poffefs  a  great 
flow  of  animal  fpirits,  and  are  ge¬ 
nerally  fo  much  attached  to  the 
country,  that  they  invariably  re¬ 
turn,  when  infurmountable  difficul¬ 
ties  do  not  prevent  them. 

The  accommodation  for  travel¬ 
lers  at  TimbuCtoo  is  very  Ample  ; 
camels,  horfes,  drivers,  and  mer¬ 
chants  rendezvous  at  a  large  houfe, 
having  an  open  fpace  in  the  middle, 
round  which  are  built  rooms  fuffi- 
ciently  large  for  a  bed  and  table  : 
thefe  inns,  or  caravanferas,  are 
called  Fondaque,  and  each  mer¬ 
chant  hires  a  room,  or  more,  until 
he  accommodates  himfelf  with  a 
houfe,  bartering  and  exchanging 
his  commodities,  till  he  has  in- 
veiled  the  whole  in  Soudanic  pro¬ 
duce,  which  he  endeavours  to  ac- 
complilh  by  autumn  (September,) 
in  order  to  be  ready  for  the  akka- 
baah,  either  to  proceed  to  Marocco, 
Cairo,  Jidda,  or  elfewhere. 

With  regard  to  the  manufactures 
of  different  kinds  of  apparel  at 


TimbuCtoo,  and  other  places  of  the 
interior,  they  are  made  for  the 
moil  part  by  the  women  in  their 
refpeClive  houfes,  whenever  they 
cannot  procure  European  cloths 
and  linens,  or  when  there  is  a  great 
fcarcity  of  Fas  and  Tafiielt  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  filk,  cotton,  and 
woollen. 

It  has  been  faid  that  there  is  an 
extenflve  library  at  TimbuCtoo, 
confifting  of  manufcripts  in  a  cha¬ 
racter  differing  from  the  Arabic  ; 
this,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  has 
originated  in  the  fertile  imagina¬ 
tion  of  fome  poet  ;  or,  perhaps, 
fome  Arab  or  Moor,  willing  to  in¬ 
dulge  at  the  expence  of  European 
curiofity,  has  fabricated  fuch  a 
ffiory.  In  all  my  inquiries  during 
many  years,  I  never  heard  of  any 
fuch  library  at  TimbuCtoo.  The 
Fate  library,  which  is  compofed 
for  the  moll:  part  of  manufcripts  in 
the  Arabic,  contains  a  few  He¬ 
brew,  and  perhaps  Chaldaic  books ; 
amongft  the  Arabic,  it  is  probable 
there  are  many  tranflations  from 
Greek  and  Latin  authors  at  prefent 
unknown  to  Europeans. 

The  Nile  El  Abeede,  or  Nile  of 
the  Negroes,  overflows  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Nile  Maffar,  or 
Nile  of  Egypt,  when  the  fun  enters 
Cancer  5  this  is  the  rainy  feafon  in 
the  countries  fouth  of  the  Great 
Defert,  and  in  Jibbel  Kumra,  or 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  from 
whence  the  waters  defcend,  which 
caufe  the  river  to  overflow  its  banks. 
At  Kabra  near  TimbuCtoo,  it  be¬ 
comes  a  very  large  ftream.  River 
horfes  are  found  in  the  Nile  El 
Abeede,  as  well  as  crocodiles,  and 
the  country  contiguous  to  its  fouth- 
ern  banks  is  covered  with  forefts 
of  primeval  growth,  in  which  are 
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many  trees  of  great  fize  and  beauty. 
Thefe  forefts  abound  with  ele¬ 
phants  of  an  enormous  fize. 

The  river,  according  to  the  con¬ 
current  teffimony  of  the  Arabs 
and  the  Moors,  is  about  the  width 
of  the  Thames  at  London  :  the 
ftream  is  fo  very  rapid  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  as  to  oblige  the  boats  which 
navigate  to  Jinnie,  to  keep  clofe 
to  the  Ihore ;  and  the  boatmen, 
inftead  of  oars,  pulh  the  boat  on 
with  long  poles. 

.  The  foil  about  Timbudloo  is  ge¬ 
nerally  fertile,  and  near  the  river 
produces  rice,  millet,  Indian  corn, 
and  other  grain  :  wheat  and  barley 
grow  in  the  plains,  and  are  culti- 
vated  principally  by  the  Arabs  of 
the  tribe  of  Brabeefha.  Coffee 
grows  wild  here,  as  does  alfo  in¬ 
digo  ;  the  latter,  however,  is  cul¬ 
tivated  in  fome  parts,  and  pro¬ 
duces  a  very  fine  blue  dye,  which 
they  ufe  in  their  various  cotton 
manufactures ;  a  fpecimen  of  this 
colour  may  be  feen  in  the  Britifii 
Mufeum,  in  a  piece  of  cloth  of 
cotton  and  filk,  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  prefent  to  that  national 
depofitory  of  curiofities  fome  years 
fince  :  it  is  of  a  chequered  pattern, 
fimilar  to  a  draft  board,  the  fquares 
are  alternate  blue  and  white  ;  thefe 
pieces  of  cotton  are  manufactured 
at  Jinnie  and  Tiinbudoo,  and  ufed 
as  covers  to  beds  ;  they  are  valua¬ 
ble  from  the  ftrength  and  durabi¬ 
lity  of  the  texture,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  fold  at  a  high  price  in  Barbary, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  filk 
that  is  in  them,  and  the  quality  of 
the  cotton  :  thofe  however  which 
have  no  filk  interwoven,  but  are 
limply  cotton,  of  blue  and  white 
patterns,  are  not  fo  coftly  :  the 
width  varies  from  two  to  twelve 
inches ;  the  pieces  are  fewed  to- 
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gether  fo  clofely  afterwards  with 
filk  or  thread,  that  one  can  fcarcely 
perceive  the  Teams,  the  whole  ap¬ 
pearing  as  one  piece. 

The  hufbandmen  (whom  they 
call  fulah)  are  very  expert  in  the 
ceconomy  of  bees  :  honey  and  wax 
are  abundant,  but  neither  is  trans¬ 
ported  acrofs  the  Defert ;  firft,  be- 
caufe  the  articles  abound  in  Bar¬ 
bary,  and  fecondly,  becaufe  they 
are  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Timbuc- 
too,  the  former  as  an  article  of 
food,  and  the  latter  for  candles. 

There  is  a  Supply  of  fi(h  from  the 
river  about  Kabra,  but  of  what 
kind  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn, 
as  they  differ  from  thofe  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

The  mines  of  gold  which  lie 
fouth  of  the  bed  of  the  river  be¬ 
long  to  the  Sultan  Woolo,  who 
relides  at  Jinnie;  he  has  three  pa¬ 
laces,  or  fpacious  houfes  at  Tim- 
buCtoo,  where  his  gold  is  depofit- 
ed,  of  which  he  is  faid  to  poffefs 
an  enormous  quantity.  The  per- 
fons  who  are  daily  employed  in 
working  the  mines  are  Bambareen 
negroes,  who  are  extremely  rich  in 
gold,  for  all  pieces  of  ore  which 
they  take  from  the  mines,  not 
weighing  twelve  mizans,  or  two 
ounces,  become  a  perquifite  to 
themfelves,  as  a  remuneration  for 
their  labour,  and  all  pieces  of 
greater  weight  belong  to  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  and  are  depofited  in  his  before- 
mentioned  palaces. 

It  is  afferted  that  the  mines  are 
fo  pure,  that  lumps  of  virgin  gold 
are  conftantly  found  of  feveral 
ounces  in  weight ;  this  being  ad¬ 
mitted,  it  wiil  not  be  furprifing 
that  the  value  of  this  precious  me¬ 
tal,  here  fo  abundant,  (hould  be 
inconfiderable,  and  that  fome  ar¬ 
ticles  of  fmall  value  with  us  in 
[  3  H  3.1  Europe, 
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Europe,  fueh  as  tobacco,  fait,  and 
manufactured  brafs,  ftiould  often 
fell  at  Timbudloo  for  their  weight 
in  gold.  But  here  X  would  with  to 
be  unaerft'ood  as  fpeaking  w’ith 
fome  latitude,  as  the  precife  value 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  Sou¬ 
dan  is  fubjedt  to  great  fluctuation, 
originating  from  a  company  of  en- 
tCrprifing  fpeculators  of  great  ca¬ 
pital  at  Fas,  who  are  extremely 
jealous  of  the  trade,  and  particu¬ 
larly  cautious  in  communicating 
any  information  refpeCting  it.  lit 
my  various  inquiries  on  this  fub- 
jeCt,  I  have  conftantly  been  guard¬ 
ed  from  receiving  any  information 
refpedjng  Soudan  from  men  who 
have  had  commercial  eftablifh- 
ments  there  ;  but  have  been  rather 
induced  to  prefer  the  teftimony  of 
thofe  whom  I  have  frequently 
met  from  time  to  time  in  my  vari¬ 
ous  journies  through  Weft  and 
South  Barbary,  who  were  ft  rangers 
to  the  motive  of  mydnquiries,  eon- 
iidering  them  merely  as  the  natural 
fuggeftions  of  curioftty  ;  fome  of 
thefe,  however,  1  have  by  chance 
met  with  afterwards  at  Mogodor 
and  Agadeer,  where  my  commer¬ 
cial  eftablifhments  were",  when 
finding  I  was  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  they  became  very  cir- 
icumfpedt  and  cautious,  and  appa¬ 
rently  regretted  having  communi¬ 
cated  intelligence  to  me  concerning 
their  country.  - 


Account  of  the  Numbers,  Force ,  Dif- 
-  '  cipiine,  lAc.of  the  Ladroties  ;  by 
Mr .  Turner,  firf  mate  of  the  Taj , 
*who  <was  made  Prifner  by  them . 

From  the  Literary  Panorama . 

The  total  number  of  veffels  en¬ 
gaged  in  piracy  on  the  fouth  coaft 


of  China,  and  which  are  known  to 
Europeans  by  the  name  of  La- 
drones,  is,  as  nearly  as  I  can  con¬ 
jecture,  between  five  and  fix  hun¬ 
dred  fail.  Thefe  are  of  different 
fizes ;  the  largeft  may  be  about 
200  tons  burthen,  the  fmalleft  do 
not  exceed  15,  but  the  greater  part 
are  from  70  to  150  tons.  Like 
other  Chinefe  veffels,  their  draught 
of  water  is  much  lefs  than  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  Europeans  of  the  fame 
burthen.  As  they  have  not  been 
built  on  purpofe,  by  the  pirates 
themfelves,  but,  are  veffels  which 
from  time  to  time  have  fallen  into 
their  hands,  there  is  nothing  in 
their  conftrudtion  or  appearance  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  Chinefe  trad¬ 
ing  veffels. 

The  largeft  carry  1  2  guns,  from 
6  to  1 2  pounders ;  the  reft  carry 
according  to  their  fize ;  befides 
long  wall  pieces,  match  locks, 
pikes  with  bamboo  (hafts,  from  14 
to  18  feet  long,  which  they  ufe, 
by  throwing  them  like  javelins,  at 
a  diftance  ;  alfo  (horter  ones,  with 
fhkfts  of  folid  wood,  the  iron  part 
being  fimilar  to  the  blade  of  a 
dirk,  (lightly  curved,  and  made 
{harp  on  one  edge  or  both.  Thefe 
they  keep  in  their  hands,  for  fight¬ 
ing  at  clofe  quarters,  for  which 
they  ufe  fhort  fwords,1  hardly  ex¬ 
ceeding  eighteen  inches  in  length. 
Like  the  guns  in  the  Chinefe  forts 
and  veffels,  thofe  of  the  Ladrones 
are  mounted  on  carriages  without 
trucks,  having  neither  breechings 
nor  tackle,  and  being  all  run  out 
right  a-beam,  never  pointed  fore 
and  aft,  they  are  obliged,  in  mak¬ 
ing  an  attack,  to  wear  the  veffel, 
in  order  to  bring  the  guns  to  bear 
on  the  objedf.  A  man  Hands  with 
a  match,  ready  to  fire,  as  foon  as 
he  has  taken  a  good  aim.  The 
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game  a-re  previously  elevated  or  de- 
►preffed,  according  to  the  diftance. 
Having  in  this  way  fi reel  their 
broadfides,  they  haul  oft  to  reload. 
The  number  of  men  in  each  veffel 
is  generally  confiderable  for  its 
ftze.  The  larger  have  upwards  of 
ioo  men.  Few  even  of  the  fmalleft 
have  lefs  than  thirty.  If  we  ave¬ 
rage  the  whole  at  50  men,  and 
reckon  the  number  of  veffels  at 
500,  neither  of  which  fuppofitions 
I  think  exceeds  the  truth,  the  total 
number  of  thefe  pirates  will  amount 
to  25,000  men.  Independent  of 
the  force  above-mentioned,  feveral 
of  the  veffels  have  belonging  to 
them  a  row-boat,  mounting  from 
6  to  10  wall  pieces,  and  fwivels  ; 
alfo  well  armed  with  boarding 
pikes  and  fwords,  according  to  their 
fize,  carrying  from  18  to  30  men. 
Thefe  are  rigged  with  one  or  tw© 
raafts,  and  pull  from  14  to  20  oars. 
They  are  more  particularly  em¬ 
ployed  in  going  clofe  along  fhore 
at  night,  to  plunder  and  defolate 
villages  and  farms  that  do  not  pay 
them  tribute,  and  to  carry  off  fuch 
of  the  inhabitants  as  fall  into  their 
hands.  They  chiefly  infeft  the 
mouths  of  the  river  Macao,  and 
fuch  places  as  have  fmall  trading 
boats.  They  in  general  leave  the 
large  velfel  an  hour  or  two  before 
iun-fet,  and  return  about  noon  the 
following  day ;  though  they  are 
fometimesabfent  two  or  three  days? 
They  lie  at  anchor  during  the  day, 
fo  as  not  to  be  feen  by  thofe  on 
whom  they  intend  making  their 
depredations.  At  dark,  they  iffue 
forth,  and  plunder  whatever  falls 
in  their  way.  Sometimes,  when 
fuccefsful,  they  go  on  the  lides  or 
tops  of  the  hills,  and  on  perceiving 
any  boat  or  veffel  which  they 
Hi  ink  they  can  mafter,  they  ioime- 
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diately  give  chafe  to  it.  The 
Ladrones  are  abundantly  fupplied 
with  (hot  from  Macao  and  Wham¬ 
poa  ;  ftolen,  I  fuppofe,  by  the 
Chinefe,  from  the  forts  and  fhip- 
ping,  at  thofe  places,  and  brought 
by  them  for  fale. 

I  have  feen  fo  many  iS  pound 
fhot  brought,  that  they  were  re- 
fufed ;  and  thefe,  I  had  every  rea- 
fo n  to  believe,  came  from  Wham¬ 
poa.  When  at  clofe  quarters,  they 
frequently  ufe  nails,  fragments  of 
iron  pots,  &c.  which  fupply  the 
place  of  grape  and  canifter.  Of 
powder  of  Chinefe  manufacture 
they  readily  procure  what  they 
want,  from  different  places. 

Their  numbers  are  kept  up,  and 
even  conliderably  augmented,  part¬ 
ly  by  fuch  of  their  captives  as  are 
unable  to  ranfom  themfelves  ;  and 
partly  by  Chinefe,  who  come  daily 
from  different  parts  of  the  coaft  to 
join  them.  It  will  hardly  be  cre¬ 
dited,  how  great  the  number  is  of 
this  latter  defcription.  I  have 
frequently  feen  five  to  ten  come  at 
one  time,  and  on  one  occaflon,  up- 
wards  of  thirty.  Some  of  thefe 
were  doubtlefs  vagabonds,  miti¬ 
gated  by  poverty  and  idlenefs,  to 
embrace  this  criminal  mode  of  life, 
but  many  were  men  of  decent  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  fome  of  whom  brought 
money  with  them.  The  only  rea- 
fon  I  ever  heard  them  aftign  for 
their  conduct  was,  that  the  Man¬ 
darines  of  their  diftriCt  were  unjuft, 
and  that  they  come  away  to  avoid 
their  oppreffion.  Thefe  people  who 
go  voluntarily  to  join  the  La- 
drones,  are  at  liberty  to  leave 
them,  I  believe,  whenever  they 
choofe ;  as  feveral  of  them  left 
them,  after  being  with  the  La- 
drones  a  month  or  two.  At  one 
time  they  ufed  W  come  and  go  in 
[3  11 4]  fucty 
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fuch  quick  fucceffion,  that  the  chief 
I  was  with,  refufed  to  aliow  them 
to  join  him,  unless  they  agreed  to 
flop  eight  or  nine  months,  when 
they  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  go  or 
ftay  ;  but  great  numbers  remain 
for  years  ;  and  it  is  on  them  that 
the  command  of  the  veffels  de¬ 
volves. 

The  whole  body  of  Ladrone 
veffels  that  I  have  feen,  are  under 
the  command  of  live  chiefs,  who 
are  independent  of  each  other. 
The  veffels  under  each  chief  are 
diftinguifhed  by  a  particular  Bag  at 
the  fore-maft  head.  The  divifion 
by  which  I  was  captured,  had  a 
red  triangular  flag  with  a  white 
fcalloped  border.  A  fecond  divi- 
lion  had  a  black  triangular  flag 
with  a  white  fcalloped  border. 
A  third,  had  a  red  fquare  flag 
without  any  border.  A  fourth  is 
diftinguifhed  by  a  red  triangular 
flag  with  a  plain  yellow  border ; 
and  a  fifth,  by  a  fquare  flag,  blue, 
white,  and  red,  horizontally.  The 
two  flrft  divifions  generally  cruize 
among  the  iflands  on  the  coaft, 
from  Typo  eaftward,  the  three 
others  keep  more  to  the  weft- 
ward,  though  at  times  they  even 
go  to  the  eaftward  of  Macao. 
The  divifions  bearing  the  red  flag 
with  a  white  border  are,  at  pre- 
fent,  much  fuperior  in  force  to  any 
of  the  others. 

Each  veflfel  has  a  captain,  who 
diretfts,  in  a  general  way,  all  the 
operations  on  board,  and  whofe 
authority  is  fufflciently  refpe&ed 
by  the  crew.  The  management 
of  the  fails  and  fteerage  of  the 
veflel  are  entrufted  to  two  or 
more  experienced  hands,  whofe 
orders  on  thefe  points  are  exe¬ 
cuted  by  the  others.  Under 
thefe  are  three  or  four  more,  Ami* 


lar  to  our  boatfwain’s  mates,  to 
keep  the  people  on  deck,  and  at 
their  duty.  During  the  time  of 
adtion,  or  chace,  the  captain  takes 
a  more  adfive  part,  and  diredfs  all 
the  movements.  In  every  veflel 
there  is  a  certain  proportion  of 
men  of  approved  courage  and  fide¬ 
lity,  who  have  voluntarily  joined 
the  Ladrones.  Thefe  fire  the  guns, 
and  are  molt  forward  in  all  ha¬ 
zardous  enterprizes.  Should  the 
captain  fall,  one  of  thefe  generally 
takes  the  command.  I  never  faw 
any  of  the  crew  flogged,  or  beaten, 
in  a  Ladrone,  though  I  have  feen 
them  put  in  irons.  The  captain 
is  generally  better  dreffed  than  the 
common  Ladrones.  He  alfo  fares 
fornewhat  better ;  and  the  officers 
and  affiftants,  mentioned  above, 
are,  fome  of  them,  partakers  of 
his  meals. 

Each  divifion  is  formed  into 
fevera!  fquadrons,  commanded  by 
an  inferior  chief,  by  whom  the 
captains  of  the  different  veffels  are 
generally  appointed,  and  from 
whom  they  receive  their  orders. 
He  is  himfelf  refponfible  for  his 
conduct  to  the  chief  of  his  divi¬ 
fion.  Sometimes  the  whole  of  the 
fquadron  cruizes  in  a  body  :  fome- 
nmes  two  or  three  fquadrons  join 
their  forces ;  and  frequently  only 
a  few  veffels  fail  in  company, 
according  to  the  force  they  ex¬ 
pect  to  meet. 

All  veffels  that  frequent  the 
coaft  of  China  are  liable  to  be 
attacked  by  them  ;  except  fuch  as, 
by  paying  a  tribute  to  one  of  the 
Ladrone  chiefs,  have  obtained 
paffes,  which  paffes,  I  believe,  are 
refpe&ed  by  all  the  other  divi¬ 
fions.  Numbers,  not  only  of  fifh- 
ing  boats,  but  of  the  country  mer¬ 
chant  veffels,  avail  themfelves  of 
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this  prote&ion.  The  farms  .and 
villages  upon  the  coaft,  which 
have  no  lorts  in  the  neighbourhood, 
are  equally  fubjeft  to  the  depreda¬ 
tions  of  the  Ladrones  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  are,  for  the  molt  part, 
glad  to  compromife  for  their  fafety 
by  paying  a  tribute.  This  tri¬ 
bute  is  colle&ed  from  the  villages 
every  fix  months ;  from  the  boats 
annually  :  and  the  fums  obtained 
in  this  way  mull  be  very  confi- 
derable.  As  a  proof  how  far 
thefe  paffes  are  refpefted,  I  fnall 
mention  one  in  fiance.  The  com¬ 
mander  of  a  fquadron  having  plun¬ 
dered  and  detained  a  fifhing  boat 
that  had  a  pafs,  on  the  matter  be¬ 
ing  reprefented  to  the  chief  of  the 
divifion,  the  commander  was  oblig¬ 
ed,  not  only  to  give  up  the  boat 
to  its  owner,  but  to  pay  him  500 
dollars,  for  the  detention  and  Ioffes 
he  had  fuffered. 

If  a  veffel  they  capture  happens 
to  have  made  any  refinance,  they, 
in  general,  murder  feme  of  the 
crew,  and  cruelly  treat  the  reft. 
If  (he  has  not  refilled,  but  they 
fufpedf  the  crew  of  having  de¬ 
ft  royed  or  fecreted  any  thing, 
though  none  are  murdered,  they 
are  very  feverely  punilhed. 

In  other  cafes  they  are  fatisfied 
with  the  plunder  and  detention  of 
veffel  and  crew.  The  punifhment 
above  alluded  to  is  inflicted  in 
the  following  cruel  manner  :  the 
unhappy  fubjedf  being  firft  ft  ripped 
of  all  but  his  trowfers,  has  his 
hands  tied  together  behind  his 
back,  a  rope,  palling  from  the 
malt  head,  is  then  made  fall;  to  his 
joined  hands,  by  which  he  is 
hoifted  from  deck,  and  while  thus 
fufpended  repeated  ilripes  are  in¬ 
flicted  on  every  part  of  his  body, 
with  a  rod  formed  of  two  or  three 
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rattans  twifted  together.  Blood 
frequently  follows  the  ftripes  ; 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  the  miferable 
fufferer  is  left  fufpended  by  his 
hands  for  upwards  of  an  hour. 
When  any  of  the  mandarin  boats 
fall  unfortunately  into  their  hands, 
the  perfons  belonging  to  them  are 
moft  cruelly  butchered. 

All  the  prifoners  they  take, 
who  are  poffeffed  of  any  friends, 
are  expedit'd  to  ranfom  themfelves. 
The  ranfom  demanded  is  generally 
as  much  as  they  fuppofe  the  perfon 
can  raife,  either  from  his  own  for¬ 
tune,  or  by  the  aftiftance  ol  his 
friends.  I  know  of  no  inftance 
where,  on  the  ranfom  agreed  upon 
being  brought,  the  perfon  was  not 
given  up.  Should  thofe,  who  are 
fuppofed  capable  of  paying  for 
their  releafe,  refufe  to  do  fo,  they 
infallibly  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
cruel  treatment  above  mentioned. 

Thofe  who  are  unable  to  ranfom 
themfelves  are  detained,  and  oblig¬ 
ed  to  aftift  in  working  the  veffel, 
and  other  duties.  They  are  never 
allowed  to  go  on  (bore,  even  for 
water,  without  fome  of  tie  volun¬ 
teer  Ladrones  accompanying  them, 
armed  ;  notwithftanding  which 
precaution,  they  at  times  efcape  ; 
but,  if  retaken,  are  moft  feverely 
treated,  or  perhaps  put  to  death. 

I  have  underftood,  that  at  the  end 
of  four  or  five  years  they  obtain 
their  releafe,  if  they  wifti  it  ;  but 
the  habits  they  have  acquired,  or 
their  dread  of  being  recognized  as 
Ladrones,  prevent  the  greater  part 
from  returning  to  their  former  oc¬ 
cupations. 

With  refpedl  to  the  women  who 
fall  into  their  hands,  the  handfom- 
eft  are  referved  by  them  for  wives 
and  concubines :  the  chiefs  and 
captains  having  frequently  three 

or 


1 


858]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


or  more  ;  the  other  men  feldom 
more  than  one  ;  and  having  once 
made  choice  of  a  wife,  they  are 
obliged  to  be  conftant  to  her. 
No  promifcuous  intercourfe  is  al¬ 
lowed  among  them  ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  crew  are  la- 
tisfied  without  women  ;  a  few  are 
ranfomed,  and  the  moft  homely 
turned  on  Ihore.  Children  taken 
are  generally  detained,  and  brought 
up  as  fervants,  &c. 

When  a  veflel  is  taken,  and  the 
owners  do  not  ranfom  her,  which 
is  fometimes  the  cafe,  both  velTel 
and  cargo  are  deft  toyed,  if  not 
wanted  by  the  captors ;  but,  in 
general,  the  belt  veftels  are  kept 
and  armed  as  Ladrones. 

The  cargo,  when  of  ufe  to 
them,  is  diftributed  among  the 
ihips  of  the  fquadron  ;  and  it  is  in 
this  way  they  are  partly  fupplied 
with  neceflaries.  Whatever  mo¬ 
ney  is  found  in  their  prizes  is 
brought  to  the  commander  of  the 
fquadron,  as  alfo  the  fums  received 
for  the  ranfom  of  prifoners  and 
goods.  Of  this  a  trifle  is  given 
to  the  immediate  captors,  part  is 
referved  to  purchafe  provifions 
and  other  fupplies,  according  as 
thev  are  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the 
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fquadron,  and  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion,  though  I  know  not  what, 
is  paid  to  the  chief  of  the  divifton. 

From  this  fource,  and  the  tri¬ 
butes  formerly  mentioned,  there  is 
generally  a  large  quantity  of  fpecie 
on  board  the  veftels  of  the  chiefs. 

I  have  been  told  from  50  to 
300,000  dollars.  Out  of  this 
they  fupply  fuch  fquadrons  as  may 
have  been  unfuccefsful  in  their 
cruizes.  The  Ladrones  find  not 
the  leaft  difficulty  in  procuring 
fupplies  of  provifions  and  all  other 
neceflaries  on  every  part  of  the 


coaft,  for  which  they  pay  honour¬ 
ably.  The  fifhermen  are  gene¬ 
rally  the  bearers  of  thefe  fupplies. 

If  the  Ladrones  are  not  endow* 
ed  with  that  defperate  valour 
which  is  the  chara&eriftic  of  many 
other  pirates,  yet,  I  conceive, 
they  are  by  no  means  devoid  of 
courage  :  I  have  repeatedly  feen 
them  ftand  very  well  during  an 
attack.  I  was  told  by  an  Ame¬ 
rican  and  fome  Portuguefe,  who 
had  feen  more  of  it  than  I  had, 
that  they  are  apt  to  flinch  when 
wounded.  I  have  heard  them- 
felves  declare,  that  they  are  net 
afraid  of  an  attack,  either  from 
the  Chinefe  government  or  any 
other ;  and  that  nothing  would 
give  them  greater  pleafure  than  to 
meet  the  Mandarin  junks  at  a 
diftance  from  Macao,  on  nearly 
equal  terms.  As  an  inftance  how- 
well  they  will  defend  themfelves, 
if  hard  pufhed,  I  may  mention, 
that  a  Ladrone  junk  fell  in  with 
four  Mandarin  junks,  all  larger 
than  herfelf,  which,  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  fome  time,  fhe  beat 
off ;  having  one  man  killed  and 
two  wounded. 

I  have  heard  them  alfo  aflert, 
that  fome  time  or  other,  when 
there  were  no  foreign  Ihips  at 
Whampoa,  they  would  make  an 
attack  on  Canton  ;  and  fhould  the 
Portuguefe  cruizers  oppofe  their 
deftgn,  that  they  would  burn 
them  :  whether  this  was  bravado 
or  not,  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay ;  but 
it  is  certain,  they  go  among  all 
the  iflands,  fingly,  and  in  fmall 
bodies,  without  fear  of  molefta- 
tion. 

In  the  foregoing  account  I  am 
fenfible  that  1  may  have  touched 
on  fome  points  with  which  the 
gentlemen  refident  in  China  are 
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much  better  acquainted  than  I  can 
pofiibly  be  ;  but  I  thought  it  bet¬ 
ter  to  run  the  rifk  of  hating  fome 
fafts  which  might  be  already 
known,  than  of  withholding  any 
which  are  not. 

S.  L.  Turner. 
-Ca?ito)ii  Augufi  1  ithy  1807. 


Defcription  of  Mofconv ,  From  Tra¬ 
velling  Sketches  in  Raffia  and 

Sweden,  By  Sir  R,  K.  Porter, 

MOSCO  is  luxurioufly  fitu- 
ated  on  an  extent  of  country  rather 
irregular,  having  in  its  fpacious 
champaign  a  few  riling  grounds. 
Of  all  cities  I  ever  beheld,  it  is  the 
inoft  curious  and  un-european.  On 
viewing  it  from  an  eminence  you 
fee  a  vah  plain,  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,covered  with  houfes,  even 
to  the  very  horizon ;  where  the 
lofty  towers  of  gorgeous  palaces, 
and  the  glittering  heeples  of 
churches,  fparkle  in  the  Iky. 

The  city  is  built  on  the  banks  of 
two  rivers,  the  Moskva  (whence 
it  takes  its  name,)  and  the  Yaufa. 
Mofco  was  anciently  divided  into 
five  diftri&s ;  and  as  they  in  part 
yet  retain  their  diftin<5iions,  you 
will  have  a  clearer  idea  of  this  co» 
loflal  town  by  having  a  defcription 
of  thefe  partitions.  They  lie  one 
within  the  other.  The  interior 
circle  is  called  the  Kremlin,  a 
Tartarian  word  for  the  fortrefs. 
The  Kitaigorod,  or  Tartar  town, 
is  the  centre  circle.  The  Biel- 
gorod,  called  fo  (the  White  town) 
from  a  wall  of  that  hue  which  fur- 
rounds  it,  is  the  third.  The  fourth 
circle  is  named  Semlanoi-gorod, 
from  its  earthern  rampart.  The 
flobodes,  or  fuburbs,  inclofe  all 

i>-  it  •  * . .  '•  • 


thefe,  and  form  the  extremeft 
boundary  of  Mofco. 

The  Kremlin  hands  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  city  on  an  elevated  bank 
of  the  Molkva.  Within  its  walls 
ftands  the  antient  palace  of  the 
Tzars;  rendered  particularly  intc. 
refting  from  the  circumftance  of  its 
having  been  the  refidence  of  princes, 
whofe  names  need  only  be  mention¬ 
ed  to  command  the  homage  of  every 
heart  loyal  to  true  kingly  virtue. 
Mikhaila  Romanoff,  Alexey  Mik- 
hailovitch,  Feodor,  and  the  Great 
Peter,  once  inhabited  thefe  towers; 
and  hill  fanftify  them  by  their 
memories.  The  appearance  of  the 
palace  is  venerable  ;  but  it  contains 
nothing  of  any  confequence  to  fee. 

The  cathedrals  around  the  pa¬ 
lace,  which  1  underhand  are  five 
in  number,  befides  convents,  parifh 
churches,  and  colleges,  give  it  ra¬ 
ther  a  monahic  folemnity,  Thefe 
are  all  richly  endowed,  and  orna¬ 
mented  in  the  moh  cohly  manner. 
In  one  of  the  churches  lie  the  re¬ 
trains  of  Prince  Demetrius,  who 
was  fo  cruelly  murdered,  and  is 
now  regarded  as  a  faint.  Along 
with  his  relics  repofe  thofe  of  feve- 
ral  grand  Princes  and  Tzars. 
Their  tombs  are  of  hone,  covered 
with  palls  of  fcarlet  velvet  fu- 
perbly  embroidered.  The  cathe¬ 
dral  dedicated  to  th eAfcenJzon,  pof- 
feffes  a  perfeft  treafury  of  religious 
confecrations ;  and  it  is  dihin- 
guifhed  above  the  reh,  in  being  the 
place  where  all  the  emperors  of 
Ruhia  are  crowned.  Not  far  from 
the  cathedral  is  thefynodal  palace, 
where  formerly  the  patriarchs 
dwelt,  and  which  now  contains  art 
invaluable  library.  Near  to  that 
is  the  fenate-houfe,  a  magnificent 
building  erected  by  Catharine  the 
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fecond.  And  alfo  the  arfenal,  a 
(trongcompad  edifice.  The  Krem¬ 
lin  is  parted  from  the  Tartar 
town  by  a  brick  wall  whitened, 
very  high,  and  embattled  in  the 
eaftern  manner.  My  fketch  of  the 
city  and  this  fortrefs  will  fhew  you 
the  form  of  the  fortification.  At 
various  diftances  are  towers,  fquare 
and  round,  with  fpiral  minarets, 
covered  with  fcaly  tiles  like  the 
(kin  of  fifh,  painted  green,  yellow', 
and  crimfon,  furmounted  with  a 
gilded  ball  and  fane.  It  is  curious 
toobferve  the  fimilarity  between 
this  turreted  bulwark  and  the 
well  known  Chinefe  wall,  fo  well 
pourtrayed  in  Lord  Macartney’s 
account  of  his  embaffy  to  China. 
The  refemblance  is  fo  clofe,  that 
we  might  think  the  fame  engineer 
had  exerted  his  abilities  in  both 
countries. 

Before  I  left  the  precinds  of 
this  interefting  place,  I  afcended 
the  tower  of  the  church  of  Ivan 
the  Great,  which  commands  a 
view  of  the  whole  furrounding 
plain.  Although  the  monotonous 
palenefs  of  winter  then  Ihrouded  its 
bofom,  yet  the  coup-d'ceil  was 
transcendently  magnificent.  The 
fun  (hone  with  unattempered  fpien- 
dour  through  an  atmofphere  whofe 
clearnefs  cannot  be  conceived  in 
England :  the  variegated  colours 
on  the  tops  of  innumerable  build¬ 
ings  ;  the  fparkling  particles  of 
fnow  on  the  earth  and  palaces ;  the 
fanes  and  crefcents  of  the  churches 
flalhing  thick  blazing  gold  ;  and, 
added  to  all,  the  bufy  world  be¬ 
neath  paffing  and  repafiing  in  their 
fuperb  drefifes,  and  decorated 
(ledges,  prefen  ted  fuch  a  fcene  of 
beauty  and  grandeur,  that  I  (hould 
have  thought  my  fell  repaid  for  my 


difagreeable  journey,  had  I  even 
been  obliged  to  return  to  St.  Pe- 
terfburgh  immediately,  in  behold- 
ing  fo  glorious  a  view'. 

The  Kitai-gorod,  the  fecond  di- 
vifion,  is  built  round  the  Kremlin. 
Some,  by  that  term,  mean  to  call 
it  the  Tartar  city  ;  and  others,  the 
Chinefe  town.  I  have  not  ac¬ 
quired  Rufs  enough  to  tell  you 
whether  the  word  Kitai  equally 
applies  to  China  and  to  Tartary  ; 
but  that  both  nations  have  a  pre¬ 
tence  to  naming  it,  we  all  know  ; 
the  Tartars  by  their  conqueils ; 
and  the  Chinefe  from  the  great 
commerce  they  once  held  with 
Mofco.  This  diftrid,  by  way  of 
eminence,  is  ufually  called  Gorods 
the  city  ;  and  is  furrounded  with  a 
wall  and  other  fortifications.  From 
the  number  of  its  (hops  and  ware- 
houfes,  and  the  Afiatic  apparel  of 
the  buyers  and  fellers,  it  reminded 
me  of  what  I  had  read  of  Bagdat  in 
the  time  of  the  Caliphs,  when  the 
chief  merchants  of  the  Eafl  ufed  to 
affernble  in  its  populous  (Ireets. 
The  number  of  (hops  and  ware- 
houfes  which  compofe  this  mart, 
is  nearly  fix  thoufand. 

There  are  fome  colleges  in  this 
city,  and  many  private  refidences, 
amongft  the  mod  fpacious  of  which 
is  the  houfe  of  Count  Tchereme- 
tiefF.  Its  churches  are  moftly  on 
the  plan  of  thofe  of  St.  Peterfburgh ; 
of  which,  I  believe,  I  formerly 
gave  you  a  (ketch.  Some  in  this 
diftrid  are  of  the  ancient  architec¬ 
ture  ;  and  others,  built  in  more 
modern  tafte,  are  grotefque  imita¬ 
tions  of  Greek  and  Roman  tem¬ 
ples:  and  yet,  notwithftanding  thefe 
defeds,  they  form  not  an  unpleafing 
variety  with  the  Afiatic  ftrudures 
around.  The  effed  of  the  latter 
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edifices  is  piClurefique  and  fplendid. 
The  great  mafs  or  body  of  the 
church  is  fquare,  ornamented  with 
fmall  femicircular  arches  and  co¬ 
lumns,  fimilar  to  our  Saxon  archi¬ 
tecture.  This  building  is  fur- 
mounted  by  five  minarets,  one  at 
each  end,  and  a  larger  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  fhaped  like  an  inverted  bal¬ 
loon.  They  are  all  magnificently 
covered  with  ducat  gold.  A  high 
gilt  crofs  rifes  from  the  centre,  be¬ 
neath  which  is  a  crefcent,  a  mark 
of  triumph  over  Mahometanifm, 
both  religious  and  military.  When 
the  Tartars,  to  whom  Mufcovy 
was  fubjeCt  two  centuries,  profaned 
any  of  the  churches  with  their 
worfhip,  they  fixed  the  crefcent, 
the  badge  of  their  prophet,  on  its 
pinnacle.  On  Mofco  being  re¬ 
gained  to  the  empire,  by  the 
grand  Prince  Ivan  Balilovitch,  he 
did  not  tear  down  the  crefcent,  but 
planted  the  crofs  above  it  as  a  me¬ 
morial  of  its  victory.  Not  many 
paces  from  the  main  body  of  the 
church  Hands  a  narrow  and  higher 
tower  of  a  different  form  from  the 
minarets,  being  pyramidical,  This 
contains  the  bells,  and  they  are 
founded  by  pulling  their  tongues 
againft  their  fides :  hence  it  is  not 
difficult  to  toll  thofe  of  the  moil 
enormous  fize.  Thefe  machines 
are  at  work  the  greater  part  of  the 
day ;  but  very  lucky  it  is,  both 
for  the  fteeples  and  the  town,  that 
they  are  not  ft  ruck  in  the  Englifh. 
fafhion:  half  the  belfries  would 
have  been  down  by  this  time,  and 
all  the  people  in  the  city  driven 
deaf.  Imagine  the  bells  of  a  thou- 
fand  churches  (with  five  at  lealt  in 
each),  clanging  all  at  once,  with¬ 
out  harmony  or  variety  ;  for  they 
never  ring  in  peals  1  The  noife,  in 
quality,  is  as  bad  as  marrow¬ 


bones  and  cleavers ;  and  in  quan¬ 
tity,  more  uproarious  than  any 
thing  I  can  conceive,  fince  Big 
Tom  at  Oxford  bereft  the  univer- 
fity  of  their  hearing,  and  broke  all 
the  windows  in  the  town. 

Over  the  grand  entrance  of  the 
church,  is  ufually  painted  the  le¬ 
gend  of  the  Saint  to  whom  it  is 
dedicated.  The  infide  is  embel- 
liftied  in  a  fimilar  tafte,  with  go¬ 
thic  ornaments,  and  pi&ures  imi¬ 
tated  from  Albert  Durer,  in  a 
ftyle  not  likely  to  refcue  the  fame 
of  the  Ruffian  artifts.  The  moll 
remarkable  church  in  Mofco  for 
thefe  internal  decorations  is  within 
this  circle.  It  was  the  production 
of  an  Italian  architect,  brought 
from  Italy  by  the  tyrant  Ivan  Ba- 
filovitch,  on  purpofe  to  build  him 
a  church.  On  his  arrival,  the  mo¬ 
narch  gave  him  orders  to  ereCt  an 
edifice  that  Ihould  be  unequalled 
in  tafte  and  fplendour  throughout 
the  world.  Ivan  was  obeyed. 
The  fabrick  was  finilhed,  and  all 
Mofco  crowded  to  exprefs  their 
admiration  of  its  perfections.  The 
poor  artift’s  head  could  not  bear 
fuch  a  whirlwind  of  adulation ; 
and  being  complimented  by  a  Lord 
of  the  court  on  having  produced  a 
proof  of  his  Ikill  that  could  never 
be  equalled,  his  intoxicated  vanity 
dictated  this  unfortunate  reply  ; 
“  It  is  nothing  to  one  I  could  yet 
build !” 

This  declaration  reached  the  ears 
of  the  Tzar.  The  Italian  was 
fummoned ;  and  the  tyrant,  repeat¬ 
ing  what  he  had  heard,  added,  “  I 
fhall  put  it  out  of  your  power  to 
make  any  other  country  boaft  a 
church  more  fplendid  than  mine.” 
And  immediately  had  the  wretch¬ 
ed  man’s  eyes  thruft  out  in  his 
prefence. 

Time 
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Time  and  circdm dances  are 
powerful  changers  of  tafte.  I 
looked  at  this  wonderful  drmfture 
with  all  my  admiration  direfled  to 
the  dupidity  of  the  artid,  and  the 
blindnefs  of  the  Prince,  in  not  dis¬ 
covering  it  to  be  the  mod  clumfy, 
cumberfome,  and  hideous  mafs 
that  ever  difgraced  a  civilized 
country-  I  am  almod  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  turn  of  the  dory 
fhould  be  reverfed  ;  and  that  the 
tyrant,  druck  with  the  failure  of 
his  pi  an,  determined  to  deferve  the 
world's  gratitude  in  one  ad  at 
lead,  by  rendering  fo  vile  an  ar¬ 
chitect  incapable  of  again  burthen- 
ing  any  part  of  the  earth  with  the 
like  fpecimen  of  ignorance,  bad 
tade,  and  abfurdity. 

Biel-gorod,  called  the  White 
Town  from  its  ramparts,  but  for¬ 
merly  Tzaref  (the  city  of  the 
Tzars),  furrounas  the  foregoing 
dividon  :  and  condds  of  numerous 
monaderies,  feventy  churches,  the 
univerfity  founded  by  the  Emprefs 
Elizabeth,  the  foundling  hofpital, 
and  many  public  inditutions,  be- 
fides  the  fpacious  dwellings  of  fome 
of  the  ancient  princely  families 
and  other  nobility. 

Semianoi-gc  rod,  fo  called  from 
its  earthen  boundary  ;  and  the  do- 
bodes  or  fuburbs,  form  the  outward 
girdle  of  this  immenfe  city  ;  and 
in  their  numerous  and  antiquated 
dreets,  fhew  all  the  varieties  at¬ 
tached  to  a  great  capital ;  on  one 
dde  fplendid  manlions ;  on  the 
other  dingy  hovels  filled  with  all 
the  depreffing  effe&s  of  bondage. 
The  pleafanted  parts  of  thefe  fu¬ 
burbs  are  inhabited  by  Germans  ; 
andalfo  a  band  of  noble  Georgians, 
who,  with  a  large  train  of  fol¬ 
lowers,  retired  hither.  The  dif- 
tri&s  allotted  to  thefe  d rangers 


partake  of  their  charaCler,  and  are 
very  intereding. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  fix  weeks 
fince  I  arrived  in  this  city  ;  a 
month  of  which  was  paffed  under 
all  the  rigors  of  winter,  when  the 
fnow  lay  four  feet  deep  in  many  of 
the  dreets,  and  the  long  lines  'of 
the  frozen  rivers,  and  the  furround¬ 
ing  country,  were  covered  with 
the  deathly  garb.  But  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  as  if  by  the  aft  of  an  enchan¬ 
ter’s  wand,  a  univerfal  thaw  dif- 
folved  the  whole.  Thoufands  of 
boors  were  feen  breaking  up  with 
their  hatchets  the  large  maffes  of 
diflolving  ice,  and  carrying  it  in 
their  fingle  horfe-dedges  to  the  ri¬ 
ver,  the  fooner  to  make  the  ways 
paffable,  and  rid  them  of  their 
winter  fhoub. 

During  this  operation,  the  road 
became  extremely  bad,  having  un¬ 
avoidably,  till  all  was  cleared  ofiy 
at  different  intervals,  holes  of  a 
great  depth,  to  the  imminent  peri! 
of  the  paffengers,  whether  in  car¬ 
riages  or  en  traineau.  Walking,  at 
this  feafon,  is  deemed  a  difgrace  : 
and  it  is  very  well  that  prejudice 
fets  fo  firmly  againd  any  attempt 
to  change  the  mode,  as  it  would 
be  dangerous  in  the  extreme  :  its 
inconveniences  could  hardly  be  ba¬ 
lanced.  In  the  fird  place,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  inveterate  penetration  of 
the  fnow-water  you  mud  fwathe 
your  feet  and  legs  in  bandages  of  a 
hundred  folds ;  and  then  thrtift 
them  into  huge  machines  of  mod 
uncouth  Ruffian  materials,  before 
you  durd  venture  to  fet  one  foot 
on  the  ground  in  fuch  a  toe-de- 
droying  element.  Common  lea¬ 
ther  boots  would  be  as  mere  blot¬ 
ting  paper,  and  foaked  through  in 
an  indant.  Then  imagine  all  the 
muddy  embroidery,  vVhich  would 
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fkirt  yonr  peliffe  even  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  your  back,  where  the  melt¬ 
ing  fnows  from  the  neighbouring 
houfes,  would  greet  it,  like  the 
meeting  waters  in  Noah’s  flood. 
If  you  walk  near  the  fldes  of  the 
houfes  (the  moft  eligible  place  in 
England),  your  death  is  threaten¬ 
ed  every  moment.  Here,  during 
the  long  winter,  the  icicles  accu¬ 
mulate  to  fuch  a  number  and  fize, 
and  hang  in  fuch  a  tremendous 
fringe  from  the  eaves,  that  their 
appearance  alone  is  fufficient  to  in¬ 
timidate  the  boldeft  pedeflrians. 
And  yet  fome  have  been  fo  ralli 
that  I  have  heard  of  frequent  in- 
flances  of  perfons  palling  under 
them  at  the  commencement  of  the 
thaw,  who,  by  the  falling  of  thefe 
immenfe  mafles,  were  crufhed  to 
pieces.  Their  weight  is  incredible. 
The  fnow  is  not  only  annoying, 
but  equally  perilous  with  the  ice  ; 
and,  25  it  Aides  by  degrees  to  the 
bend  of  the  roof,  in  fome  unexpect¬ 
ed  moment  it  is  precipitated  in  a  fort 
of  avalanche  into  the  flreet  below. 
I  faw  three  natives  who  were 
trudging  by  at  the  inflan t  of  a 
chute  de  neige ,  all  embowelled  at 
once.  A  conflderable  time  was 
fpent  in  digging  them  out,  when 
they  were  brought  forth,  to  a  mi¬ 
racle  alive,  but  much  hurt. 

It  is  a  very  amazing  fpe&acle 
to  obferve  how  rapidly  this  frigid 
covering  vanishes,  and  how  foon 
the  fmiling  face  of  fpring  appears. 
In  one  day  the  Molkva  became  li¬ 
quid,  and  no  trace  of  winter  re¬ 
mained  on  its  waters,  except  where 
floating  mafles  of  ice,  and  the 
fragments  of  difrnantled  cottages 
rolling  down  its  current,  reminded 
you  of  the  yet  recent  devaluations 
of  its  departing  wrath.  The  dif- 
united  snows  from  the  higher  lands 


ufually  come  down  into  the  lower 
in  fuch  quantity,  and  with  fuch 
violence,  that  car  tie,  men,  and 
often  whole  villages  are  fwept 
away.  The  rivers  receive  the 
dreadful  depofit  ;  and  thus  on  the 
banks  of  the  Molkva,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  fpring  promifes  every 
vernal  joy,  you  behold  the  wrecks 
of  devaluation,  the  memorials  of  a 
mifchief  and  mifery  incalculable. 

A  great  part  of  the  city  lying 
very  iow,  was  for  feveral  days  un¬ 
der  water  ;  but  now  all  is  cleared, 
and  the  trees  are  ready  to  bloom. 
It  is  hardly  eight  days  flnce  the 
thaw  began,  and  there  is  fcarcely 
a  particle  of  fnow  to  be  found. 
What  a  fortnight  ago  was  a  dreary 
plain  of  ice,  is  now  robed  in  ver¬ 
dure,  and  animated  with  budding 
trees,  andlhrubs.  The  whole  af- 
ped  of  the  city  is  fo  changed,  that 
no  one  who  did  not  witnefs  the 
moment  of  alteration,  could  believe 
it  to  be  fame  place.  Mofco  ki 
fummer,  and  Mofco  in  winter,  has 
as  much  refemblance,  as  a  butter¬ 
fly  to  its  chryfalis.  At  prefen t  it 
is  like  a  world  of  palaces  colleded. 
together;  and  really  the  idea  given 
of  it  by  Jofeph  the  fecond  pf  Auf- 
tria,  who  paid  it  a  vifit,  is  a  bet¬ 
ter  pidure  than  I  can  draw. 
44  Here,  (faid  he)  have  all  the 
chief  lords  of  the  empire  fet  them- 
felves  down,  furrounded  each  by 
his  village,  his  church,  and  his 
vaflals.” 

I  he  deicrtption  is  juft  ;  for  it  is 
not  a  city  of  houfes  in  mere  rank 
and  file  of  ftreets,  but  rather  a  col- 
ledion  ol  manfions,  each  embofo tri¬ 
ed  amidft  its  lawns,  gardens,  plea¬ 
sure  grounds,  and  the  dwellings  of 
its  neceflary  Haves*  Some  of  the 
moft  ancient  princes  of  the  empire 
have  very  fplendid  palaces  in 
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Mofco,  ornamented  with  baffo  re¬ 
lievo,  gilding,  and  every  Afiatic 
decoration.  Indeed,  this  is  a  fa¬ 
vourite  refidence  with  almoft  all 
the  Ruffian  nobility  who  have  not 
employments  at  court  or  in  the 
government  ;  and  from  the  great 
influx  of  inhabitants,  you  fee  many 
of  their  fine  houfes  yet  unfinifhed 
without,  while  the  infide  boafts  x 
every  fplendour  which  tafte  can 
prefent,  and  every  hofpitality  in 
the  power  of  kindnefs  to  offer. 
No  Englifhman  can  fpeak  too  fen- 
fibly  of  the  attentions  which  the 
Mufcovite  nobility  pay  to  the  in¬ 
dividuals  of  his  nation.  It  is  even 
more  gracious  than  the  moft  re¬ 
fined  courtefy,  poffeffing  all  its 
graces,  it  carries  to  your  heart  the 
more  delightful  conviftion  of  an 
animated  friendlhip. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town,  pleafure  is  ever  the  order  of 
the  day  :  it  holds  a  continual  carni¬ 
val,  where  balls,  private  theatres, 
mafquerades,  and  affemblies  of  all 
forts,  for  ever  vary  the  fcene.  The 
grounds  around  the  manfions  of  the 
nobility  afford  romantic  and  charm¬ 
ing  morning  walks.  But  their  fa¬ 
vourite  amufement  is  what  they 
call  the  promenade .  It  confifts  of 
all  the  carriages  in  the  city,  per¬ 
haps  to  the  number  of  feven  thou- 
fand,  trailing  after  each  other  in 
regal  proceffion,  through  fixed 
parts  of  the  town  and  its  environs. 
The  infides  of  thefe  vehicles  are 
filled  with  all  the  beauty  and  fplen- 
dour  of  Mofco  :  and  in  my  life  I 
never  beheld  fo  many  lovely  wo¬ 
men  at  one  time. 

The  fuperiority  of  this  metro¬ 
polis  over  that  of  St.  Peterfburgh, 
in  the  general  beauty  of  the  fe¬ 
males,  is  beyond  comparifon.  Per¬ 


haps  this  may  be  accounted  for, 
from  the  intermarriages  of  the  no¬ 
ble  families  with  thofe  of  countries 
celebrated  for  fymmetry  of  fea¬ 
tures  and  graceful  forms ;  namely, 
Circaffia,  Georgia,  and  Poland. 
The  young  ladies  drefs  rather  in 
the  Parifian  mode,  but  much  im¬ 
proved  by  their  own  native  tafte. 
Their  evening  attire  is  in  a  more 
beautiful  ftyle  than  that  of  any 
other  country  :  but  in  the  morning 
drefs,  the  fair  of  our  own  country 
have  the  advantage. 

Before  I  came  into  this  country, 

I  was  led  to  believe  that  I  fhould 
find  the  morals  on  a  par  with  thofe 
of  France.  To  me  it  feems  totally 
the  reverfe.  I  never  faw  married 
people  more  happy,  or  apparently 
more  affe&ionate  towards  each 
other :  I  never,  in  any  country* 
met  with  young  women  more  ami¬ 
able  and  virtuous.  Every  country 
has  its  mauvais fujets  /  And  anci¬ 
ently,  as  an  unlimited  licence  to 
pleafure  was  given  here,  and  ex- 
ampled  by  thofe  high  in  influence, 
it  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  feeds 
of  libertinifm,  once  fown  in  a  na¬ 
tion,  could  never  be  eradicated  ; 
but  it  grew  fo  rank  during  its 
fhort  feafon,  that  I  believe  all  is 
exhaufted,  and  that  the  laft  genera¬ 
tion  carried  with  them  into  the 
other  world  not  only  the  fruits  but 
the  roots  of  this  cultivation.  In 
fhort,  it  appears  from  what  I  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  judge,  that 
for  a  city  whofe  foie  object  is 
pleafure,  Mofco  poffeffes  lefs  of 
what  is  called  fafliionable  vice, 
than  may  be  found  in  countries 
where  moft  Teeming  authority  is 
pra&ifed. 

The  promenade  I  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  or  more  properly  fpeaking, 
the  cavalcade,  generally  begins  at 
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the  termination  of  the  fix  weeks’ 
Faft.  Many  do  indeed  religioufly 
abftain  from  food,  in  a  manner 
that  produces  very  alarming  ef¬ 
fects.  After  the  fpareft  diet,  with 
a  weakened  fyftem,  when  the  fail 
expires,  they  return  to  their  ufual 
full  tables,  with  an  avidity  which, 
unchecked,  lays  the  foundation  for 
numerous  diforders.  The  female 
Fex,  particularly,  are  fufFerers,  who 
throwing  themfelves  from  a  cloif. 
tered  regimen  and  retirement,  im¬ 
mediately  into  repletion,  and  the 
dream  of  thofe  equipages  ;  thinly 
clad,  and  haying  out  late  with 
open  windows  amid  the  damps  of 
the  evaporating  earth,  catch  fuch 
colds  as  either  end  their  days,  or 
embitter  their  lives.  Medical  men 
tell  me,  that  at  this  ^witching 
time  of  the  year,  there  is  more 
ficknefs,  death,  and  mifery,  than  at 
any  other  period  in  their  pra&ice. 

Were  fuch  a  concourfe  of  carri¬ 
ages  to  aflemble  in  our  ifland,  as 
here  meet  on  the  banks  of  the 
Molkva,  fra&ured  poles,  broken 
fides,  and  maimed  coachmen,  foot¬ 
men,  &c.  would  be  the  certain 
eonfequences  ;  but  a  mod  admirable 
police  is  inftituted,  both  here  and 
at  St.  Peterfiburgh,  to  prevent  all 
confufion  and  difader.  This  au¬ 
thority  is  inveded  in  a  detachment 
of  foldiers,  who  having  an  imperi¬ 
ous  command  over  the  procedlon, 
not  only  add  to  its  magnificence, 
but  infure  its  fafety. 


Account  of  the  Befchkirs •  From 

the  fame ; 

A  FEW  days  ago  I  was  grati¬ 
fied  by  feeing  a  mod  intereding 
liody  of  troops  march  through  the 
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city,  and  which  are  never  fummon- 
ed  by  the  Emperor  but  upon  extra¬ 
ordinary  occasions.  The  whole  of 
thefe  auxiliaries  might  amount  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand  men. 
The  fird  were  called  Bafchkirs. 

They  are  a  people  who  derive 
themfelves  from  a  race  of  Tartars 
called  Tfchalmates,  who,  in  former 
times,  ufed  to  refide  on  the  Kama. 
The  name  of  Bafchkir  is  rather  a 
term  of  opprobrium,  given  to  them 
by  their  neighbours,  fignifying 
wolf,  from  their  propenfity  to 
plunder.  Their  acknowledged 
country  now  is,  amongd  the  Oural 
mountains,  extending  down  to  the 
Tartar  defer ts,  on  the  borders  of 
the  rivers  Oby  and  Tobol.  They 
formerly  roamed  about  the  northern 
Siberia,  under  the  conduct  of  their 
chiefs.  But  to  avoid  the  molefta- 
tion  of  the  Siberian  Khans,  they 
fettled  themfelves  in  their  prefect 
podeflions ;  fpreading  themfelves 
along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  Volga 
and  Oural,  and  fubjedting  them- 
felves  to  the  Kazanian  Kharnate. 
On  the  overthrow  of  that  date  by 
the  Tzar  Joan  Vafiilleivitch  II. 
they  made  a  merit  of  neceffity,  and 
accepted  the  prote&ion  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fceptre. 

In  the  year  1770,  they  confided 
of  twenty  feven  thoufand  families. 
Every  tribe  choofes  its  own  ruler, 
who  is  called  the  Starchinis  :  it  is 
long  fince  they  relinqu  idled  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  being  governed  by  a 
Khan.  The  honfes,  or  huts  which 
they  inhabit  during  winter,  arc 
built  in  the  fafhion  of  the  Ruffian 
villages.  The  principal  part, 
which  the  family  po  defies,  is  fur. 
niflied  with  large  benches,  ufed  ei-' 
ther  as  feats  or  beds.  The  chimney 
is  of  a  conical  form,  about  five  feet 
high ;  and  is  in  the  middle  of  the 
[3  /]  apartment- 
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apartment.  The  houfe  is  ufually 
filled  with  fmoke  :  and  by  all  de- 
fcriptions  the  economy  of  the  whole 
place  mud  much  refemble  an  Irifn 
cabin. 

In  fummer,  the  Bafchkirs  inha¬ 
bit  tents  covered  with  felt,  which, 
like  the  huts,  have  divifions,  and  a 
chimney  in  the  centre.  A  winter 
village  contains  from  ten  to  fifty 
houfes  ;  but  a  fummer  encampment 
never  exceeds  twenty  tents.  The 
mod  opulent  are  thofe  who  dwell 
to  the  ead  of  Oural  and  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Met.  Some  individuals 
of  this  nation  are  owners  of  not  lefs 
than  four  thoufand  horfes,  who 
fatten  on  the  riched  padures  in  the 
valley  till  the  month  of  June; 
when  the  wafps  and  other  infe&s 
drive  them  into  the  mountains, 
there  to  keep  J 'pare  fafi  and  diet 
*i with  the  gods  till  J  uly  recalls  them 
to  the  plains.  Like  the  patriarchs 
of  old,  the  principal  wealth  of  this 
people  confids  in  their  flocks  and 
herds  ;  but,  what  may  appear  very 
extraordinary,  it  is  chiefly  from 
their  horfes  that  they  derive  the 
neeeflaries  of  life ;  meat,  milk, 
veflels,  and  garments. 

Primitive  as  thefe  manners  may 
feem,  they  are  not  without  educa¬ 
tion  :  as  there  are  few  Bafchkirs 
who  cannot  write  and  read.  With 
fome  knowledge  of  tillage,  they 
yet  prefer  the  padoral  life,  which, 
though  it  may  be  a  contemplative 
employment,  is  certainly  very 
likely  to  prove  a  lazy  one.  Sow. 
ing  but  little  grain,  their  harveds 
mud  be  very  infufficient  for  their 
wants.  However  they  fupply  them 
in  various  other  ways,  and  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  traffic  of  honey.  They 
apply  with  great  fuccefs  to  the 
propagation  of  bees,  making  their 
hives  in  hollow  trees,  for  the  fafer 


protection  from  wild  animals  and 
accidents.  Frequently  one  man  is 
the  podeffor  of  5  or  600  of  thefe' 
little  indudrious  commonwealths. 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  Bafchkir 
mode  of  taking  the  honey;  but, 
from  the  value  they  affix  to  the 
bees,  I  hope  it  is  by  a  more  hu¬ 
mane  method  than  that  of  fmother- 
ing. 

The  women  employ  themfelves 
in  weaving,  fulling,  and  dyeing 
narrow  coarfe  cloths;  they  like- 
wife  make  the  cloaths  for  the 
whole  family.  The  men,  of  the 
laborious  claffes,  follow  the  harder 
toil  of  fabricating  felts,  and  tan¬ 
ning  leather.  Both  fexes  wear 
linen  fpun  from  the  down  of  net¬ 
tles  ;  and  they  cover  their  limbs 
with  wide  drawers  which  defcend 
to  the  ancle.  On  their  feet  they 
wear  the  ufual  eadern  dipper.  All 
this  is  enveloped  in  a  long  gown, 
generally  red,  bordered  with  fur, 
and  fadened  round  the  waid  with 
a  girdle,  in  which  is  placed  the  dag¬ 
ger  or  fcymitar.  The  lower  orders, 
in  winter,  have  a  pelifle  of  fheep 
ikins ;  the  higher  ranks  wear  a 
horfe  fkin,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  mane  flows  down  their  backs, 
and  waves  in  the  wind.  Their  cap 
is  cloth,  and  of  a  conical  Ihape, 
fometimes  ornamented  with  fur, 
and  fometimes  plain,  according  to 
the  wealth  of  the  owner.  This  is 
their  ordinary  eloathing.  The 
garments  of  the  women  in  the  fu- 
perior  clafles,  are  of  filk,  buttoned 
before  as  high  as  the  neck  ;  and 
fadened  by  a  broad  fteel  girdle. 
Their  bofoms  and  throats  are 
wrapped  in  a  lhawl,  hung  with 
drings  of  beads,  (hells,  and  even 
coins.  Their  diverfions  are  cir- 
cumfcribed  to  religious  ceremonies, 
births,  marriages,  and  burials ;  and 
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a  few  other  -feftivals  peculiar  to 
themfei ves.  Their  modes  of  re¬ 
joicing,  are,  drinking  plentifully 
of  four  milk,  Tinging,  dancing,  and 
horfe- racing.  In  their  fongs  they 
enumerate  the  achievements  oftheir 
anceftors,  or  their  own  ;  and  forne- 
time  interrupt  their  epic  by  ama¬ 
tory  ditties.  Their  fongs  are  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  by  geftures ; 
which  add  much  to  their  expref- 
lion  and  effeCt.  Their  dancing  is 
like  that  ftill  praftifed  by  the 
common  people  of  Ruflia  to  their 
JBelloryicha  (of  lute),  every  one 
making  ftrange  faces,  with  as 
llrange  gefticulations  of  the  hands, 
fhoulders,  and  hips.  The  motion 
of  the  feet  is  very  gentle  ;  and  the 
women,  while  thus  contorting 
themfei  ves,  hold  a  long  filk  hand¬ 
kerchief  in  their  hands,  which  they 
call  about  raoft  wantonly.  The  ufe 
of  the  handkerchief  is  ftill  prefer v- 
ed  in  Ruflia  ;  and  amongft  the  more 
refined  movements  of  the  nobility 
is  transformed  into  the  graceful  ex- 
ercife  called  the  fhawl  dance. 

The  Bafchkir  foldiers  are  fkilful 
in  managing  the  bow,  and  are 
dexterous  horfemen.  The  military 
fervice  they  are  obliged  to  perform, 
as  a  tribute  to  Ruflia  for  her  pro¬ 
tection,  confifts  in  fending  three 
thoufand  troops  at  leaft  to  the  field, 
on  the  firft  fummonsfrom  the  Em¬ 
peror.  They  do  not  feem  to  confi- 
der  this  as  a  yoke;  but  march  for¬ 
ward  with  the  cheerfulnefs  of  a 
people  undertaking  a  voluntary 
campaign.  They  poffefs  the  Spar¬ 
tan  virtue  of  being  particularly  re- 
fpe&ful  to  old  age.  In  all  enter¬ 
tainments,  the  aged  occupy  the 
feat  of  honour ;  and  as  a  compli¬ 
ment  to  ftrangers,  they  are  placed 
next  to  the  venerable  fathers.  The 
language  of  the  Bafchkirs  is  a 


Tartar  dialed,  but  very  different 
from  that  fpoken  at  Kafan.  They 
are  Mahometans,  and  much  addict¬ 
ed  to  all  the  fuperftitions  of  the 
Eaft. 

As  this  ft  range  people  marched 
forward,  I  was  fo  ftruck  by  their 
appearance,  fo  peculiar,  grand  and 
piCturefque,  fo  totally  different 
from  any  thing  in  our  quarter  of 
Europe,  that  I  thought  myfelf 
tranfported  back  many  centuries.  I 
was  viewing  the  armies  of  Tfching. 
his  Khan  or  Tamerlane !  In  fhort, 
I  could  not  believe  the  fcene  to  be¬ 
long  to  the  prefen t  times ;  and 
every  objeCt  confpircd  to  preferve 
the  illufion.  The  men  were  cafed 
in  fhirts  of  mail,  with  fhining  hel¬ 
mets  ;  and  armed  with  long  pikes, 
adorned  at  the  top  with  various 
coloured  pennons.  Their  other 
weapons  were  fwords,  bows  and 
arrows ;  each  fheaf  of  the  latter 
containing  twenty-four.  The  bows 
were  fhort,  and  of  the  Afiatic  form 
and  materials,  not  well  made ; 
neither  were  their  arrows  carefully 
feathered,  or  ftrait,  yet,  in  fpite  of 
thefe  difadvantages,  their  dexte¬ 
rity  in  fhootingat  a  diftance,  or  at 
obje&s  in  rapid  motion,  is  amaz- 

in£. 

At  the  head  of  each  fquadron 
was  carried  a  large  ftandard  of  a 
forked  fhape.  Some  were  green, 
charged  with  gold  figures  of  curi¬ 
ous  forms,  embroidered  on  the 
fluff.  Others  were  of  red  or  white 
cloth,  with  a  fingle  A  in  the  cen¬ 
tre.  Thefe  people  were  generally 
robuft,  and  of  various  ftrange  phy- 
fiognomies:  and  befides  Bafchkirs, 
many  fucceeding  fquadrons  were 
compofed  of  large  detachments 
from  the  Bucharian,  Kalmuc,  and 
other  Tartar  hordes. 

Their  horfes  are  fmall,  and 
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though  hardy  and  a&ive,  not  a 
hair  more  Tightly  than  thofe  ufed 
By  the  CofTacs.  This  little  army 
was  led  on  by  two  chiefs  in  very 
fuperb  habits.  A  bright  coat  of 
mail,  highly  polilhed,  covered 
their  body  to  the  middle  of  the 
thigh.  A  well  conftruded  helmet 
guarded  the  head*  accompanied  by 
an  equally  ingenious  protection  for 
the  neck.  A  fcarlet  keftan  hung 
from  their  Ihoulders  down  on  the 
backs  of  two  of  the  fined  Perfian 
horfes  I  ever  beheld  :  thefe,  and 
the  leopard-lkin  fhubrach  (or  fad- 
die  covering)  gave  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  great  magnificence  and  union 
of  effect. 


Paris  and  the  Parijian  Court . 


[*  From  Pravfls  through  the  South  of 

France ,  by  Lieut,  Col ,  Pinckney.] 

I  reached  Paris  at  an  early  hour 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  having  let¬ 
ters  for  Mr.  Younge,  the  confideft- 
tal  fecretary  to  Mr.  Armfirong, 
immediately  waited  upon  him,  that 
his  information  might  affift  me  as  to 
finding  fuitable  apartments.  Lodg¬ 
ings  in  Paris  are  infinitely  more 
expenfive  than  in  London,  and 
with  not  one  half  the  comfort.  I 
did  not  find  Mr.  Younge  at  his 
houfe  ;  but  upon  hearing  my  name, 
his  Lady  received  me  as  an  expec¬ 
ted  friend,  and  relieved  me  from 
the  neceffity  of  further  fearch,  by 
informing  me  that  Mr.  Younge 
had  expected  me,  and  provided 
apartments  for  me  in  his  own 
houfe.  I  fhall  have  future  occafion 
to  mention,  that  the  beautiful 
lady  of  this  gentleman  was  a 
French  woman,  and  that  he  had 


been  about  fix  months  married  to 
her  when  I  arrived  in  Paris.  She 
was  the  niece  of  the  celebrated 
Lally  Tolendal,  and  had  all  the 
elegance,  beauty,  and  dignity 
which  feems  chara&erilHc  of  that 
family.  I  never  faw  a  womarr 
whofe  perfect  beauty  excited  in  me 
at  firft  fight  fuch  a  mixed  emotion 
of  wonder,  awe,  and  pleafure. 

As  my  purpofe  in  vifiting  France 
was  not  to  fee  Paris,  I  refolved  to* 
make  my  flay  in  this  gay  capital 
as  fhort  as  poffible.  I  entered  it 
on  the  Tuefday  afternoon,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  leave  it  and  purfue  my 
journey  into  the  provinces  on  the 
following  Monday.  I  had  there¬ 
fore  little  time  to  fee  the  lingula- 
rities  of  this  celebrated  metropo¬ 
lis,  but  I  made  the  bell  of  this 
time,  and  had  the  advantage  of 
Mr,  Younge’s  knowledge  and  gui¬ 
dance. 

There  is  no  place  in  the  world, 
perhaps,  more  diftinguilhed  for  li¬ 
terary  eminence,  in  every  part  of 
art  and  fcience,  than  Paris.  The 
literary  inftitutions  of  Paris,  there¬ 
fore,  v/ere  the  objects  of  my  firft 
vifit.  Every  capital  has  its  thea¬ 
tres,  public  gardens,  and  palaces  ; 
but  Paris  alone  has  its  public  libra¬ 
ries  on  a  fcale  of  equal  utility  and 
magnificence.'  In  Paris  alone,  fci¬ 
ence  feems  to  be  confidered  as  an 
objeCt  of  importance  to  mankind, 
and  therefore  as  a  fuitable  objeCt 
for  the  protection  of  government. 
In  Paris  alone,  to  fay  all  in 
word,  the  pooreft  ftudent,  the  moft 
ragged  philofopher,  ^  has  all  the 
t Features  of  princes  at  his  com¬ 
mand;  the  National  Library  opens 
at  his  call,  and  the  moft  expen- 
five  books  are  delivered  for  his 
ufe. 

On  the  morning  following  my 

arrival. 
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arrival,  Mr.  Younge  accompanied 
•ine  to  the  National  Library.  On 
entering  it  we  afcended  a  moft 
fuperb  daircafe,  painted  by  Pelle- 
grine,  by  which  we  are  led  to  the 
library  on  the  firft  floor.  It  con- 
fifts  of  a  flute  of  fpacious  and  mag¬ 
nificent  apartments,  extending 
round  three  fides  of  a  quadran¬ 
gle.  The  books  are  ranged  aTound 
the  fides,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  refpe&ive  fubje&s,  and  are  Lid 
to  amount  to  nearly  half  a  million. 
Each  divifion  has  an  attending  li¬ 
brarian,  of  whom  every  one  may 
require  the  book  he  wifhes,  and 
which  is  immediately  delivered  to 
him.  Being  themfelves  gentlemen, 
there  is  no  apprehenfion  that  they 
will  accept  any  pecuniary  remune¬ 
ration  ;  but  there  is  likewife  a 
drift  order  that  no  money  fhall  be 
given  to  any  of  the  inferior  attend¬ 
ants.  There  are  tables  and  chairs 
in  numbers,  and  nothing  feemed 
neglefted,  which  could  conduce 
even  to  the  comfort  of  the  readers. 

The  moft  complete  department 
of  the  library  is  that  of  the  manu- 
fcripts.  This  collection  amounts 
to  nearly  fifty  thoufand  volumes^ 
and  amongit  them  innumerable 
letters,  and  even  treaties,  by  the 
early  kings  of  France.  A  manu- 
fcript  is  fhewn,  as  written  by 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  :  it  is  enti¬ 
tled,  <c  Memoirs  of  his  own  Time, 
written  by  the  King  himfelf.’,  1 
much  doubt,  however,  the  authen¬ 
ticity  of  this  production.  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  had  other  more  im¬ 
mediate  concerns  than  writing  the 
hiftory  of  France.  France  is  full 
of  thefe  literary  forgeries.  Every 
king  of  France,  if  the  titles  of 
books  may  be  received  as  a  proof 
of  their  authenticity,  has  not  only 
written  his  life,  but  written  it 


like  a  philofopher  and  hillortans 
candidly  confefling  his  errors,  and 
abufing  his  miniders. 

The  fecond  floor  of  the  build¬ 
ing  contains  the  genealogies  of  the 
French  families.  They  are  depo- 
fited  in  boxes,  which  are  labelled 
with  the  feveral  family  names. 
They  are  confidered  as  public  re¬ 
cords,  and  are  only  producible  in 
the  courts  of  juft  ice,  in  order  to 
determine  die  titles  to  real  pro¬ 
perty.  No  one  is  allowed  to  copy 
them  except  by  the  mod  fpecial 
permiflion,  which  is  never  granted 
but  to  hiftoriographers  of  eflablifh- 
ed  name  and  reputation.  The 
cabinet  of  antiques  is  dated  to  be 
very  rich,  and,  to  judge  by  ap¬ 
pearances,  is  not  inferior  to  its 
reputation.  The  colleftion  was 
made  by  Caylus.  It  chiefly  con- 
fids  of  vafes,  bulls,  and  articles  of 
domedic  ufe  amongd  the  Romans, 
Xhe  greater  part  of  them  have  been 
already  copied  as  models,  in  the 
ornamenting  of  furniture,  by  the 
Parifian  artids.  This  fafhion  in¬ 
deed  is  carried  almod  to  a  mania. 

*  Every  thing  mud  be  Greek  and 
Roman,  without  any  reference  t© 
nature  or  propriety.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  what  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  the 
natural  realization  of  fome  of  thefe 
capricious  ornaments  ?  What  lady 
would  choofe  to  deep  in  a  bed,  up 
the  piilars  of  which  ferpents  were 
crawling  ?  Yet  is  fuch  realization 
the  only  criterion  of  tade  and 
propriety. 

The  cabinet  of  engravings  de¬ 
tained  us  near  two  hours.  The 
portfeuilles  containing  the  prints 
are  diftributed  into  twelve  clafles  : 
Some  of  thefe  dividons  invited  us 
to  a  minute  infpeftion.  Such  was 
the  clafs  containing  the  French 
fafhions  from  the  age  of  Clovis  to 
[  3  /  3  ]  l-otti* 
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Louis  the  Sixteenth.  In  another 
clafs  was  the  coftume  of  every 
nation  in  the  world  ;  in  a  third, 
portraits  of  eminent  perfons  of  all 
ages  and  nations ;  and  in  a  fourth, 
a  colleflion  of  prints  relating  to 
public  feftivals,  cavalcades,  tourna¬ 
ments,  coronations,  royal  funerals, 
&c.  France  is  the  only  kingdom 
in  the  world  which  poffeffes  a 
treafurelike  this,  and  which  knows 
how  to  eftimate  it  at  its  proper 
value. 

From  the  National  Library  we 
drove  to  the  Athenee,  a  library 
and  lecture  inftitution,  fupported 
by  voluntary  fubfcription.  It  is 
much  of  the  fame  nature  as  an 
inftitution  of  a  fimilar  kind  in 
London,  termed  the  Britifh  In- 
ftitute  ;  but  the  French  Athenaeum 
has  infinitely  the  advantage.  The 
fubfcription  is  cheaper,  being  about 
four  louis  annually,  and  the  ledlures 
are  more  elegant,  if  not  more  fcien* 
tific.  There  are  ufually  three 
ledures  daily  ;  the  firft  on  fciences, 
and  the  other  two  on  belles  lettres. 
The  lefture  on  fcience  is  confidered 
as  very  able,  but  thofe  on  the 
belles  lettres  were  merely  fuited, 
as  I  underflood,  to  French  frivo¬ 
lity.  The  rooms  were  fo  full  as 
to  render  our  flay  unpleafant ; 
and  we  thereby  loft  an  anatomy 
le&ure,  which  was  about  to  com¬ 
mence.  I  fhould  not  forget  to 
mention,  that  all  the  Parifian 
journals  and  magazines,  and  many 
of  the  German  periodical  works, 
were  lying  on  the  tables,  and  the 
library  feemed  altogether  as  com¬ 
plete  <is  it  was  comfortable.  The 
fubfcribers  are  numerous,  and  the 
inftitution  itfelf  is  in  fafhion.  How 
long  it  will  fo  laft,  no  one  will 
venture  to  predial. 

The  library  of  the  Pantheon  and 


that  of  the  Inflitute  finifhed  our 
morning’s  occupation.  They  are 
both  on  the  fame  fcale  and  nearly 
on  the  fame  general  plan  as  the 
National  Library.  The  library 
of  the  Inflitute,  however,  is  only 
open  to  foreigners  and  the  members 
of  the  Inflitute.  The  Inflitute 
holds  its  fitting  every  month,  and 
according  to  all  report,  is  then 
frivolous  enough.  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  being  prefent  at  one 
of  thefe  fittings,  but  from  what  I 
heard,  I  did  not  much  regret  my 
difappointment. 

We  returned  home  to  drefs  for 
dinner.  Mr.  Younge  informed 
me,  that  he  expefted  a  very  large 
party  in  the  evening,  chiefly 
French,  and  as  his  lady  herfelf  was 
a  French  woman,  and  had  arranged 
her  domeftic  eftablifhment  accord¬ 
ingly,  I  felt  fome  curiofity. 

About  eight,  or  nearer  nine, 
Mr.  Younge,  and  myfelf,  with 
two  or  three  others  of  the  dinner 
company,  were  fummoned  up  to 
the  drawing-room.  The  fummons 
itfelf  had  fomething  peculiar.  The 
doors  of  the  parlour,  which  were 
folding,  were  thrown  open,  and 
two  female  attendants,  dreffed  like 
veftals,  and  holding  torches  of 
white  wax,  fummoned  us  by  a 
low  curtfey,  and  preceded  us  up 
the  great  ftaircafe  to  the  doors 
of  the  anti-chamber,  where  they 
made  another  falutation,  and  took 
their  flation  on  each  fide.  The 
anri-charaber  was  filled  with  fer- 
vants,  who  were  feated  on  benches 
fixed  to  the  wall,  but  who  did 
not  rife  on  our  entry.  Some  of 
them  were  even  playing  at  cards, 
others  at  dominos,  and  all  of 
them  feemed  perfectly  at  their 
eafe.  The  anti-chamber  opened 
by  an  arched  door-way  into  a 
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fiandfome  room,  lighted  by  a 
chandelier  of  the  mod  brilliant 
•cut  glafs ;  the  pannels  of  the  room 
were  very  taftily  painted,  and  the 
glaffes  on  each  fide  very  large, 
and  in  magnificent  frames.  The 
further  extremity  of  this  room 
opened  by  folding  doors  into  the 
principal  drawing-room,  where  the 
company  were  collected.  It  was 
brilliantly  lighted,  as  well  by 
patent  lamps,  as  by  a  chandelier 
in  the  middle.  The  furniture  had 
a  refemblance  to  what  I  had  feen 
in  falhionable  houfes  in  England. 
The  carpet  was  of  red  baize,  with 
a  Turkifii  border,  and  figured  in 
the  middle  like  a  harlequin’s 
jacket.  The  principal  novelty 
was  a  blue  ribbon  which  divided 
the  room  lengthways,  the  one  fide 
of  it  being  for  the  dancers,  the 
other  for  the  card-players.  The 
ribbon  was  fupported  at  proper 
diftances  by  white  ftaves,  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  the  court  ufhers. 

The  ball  had  little  to  diftinguilh 
it  from  the  balls  of  England  and 
America,  except  that  the  ladies 
danced  with  infinitely  more  Ikill, 
and  therefore  with  more  grace. 
The  falhionable  French  dancing  is 
exaftly  that  of  our  operas.  They 
are  all  figurantes,  and  care  not 
what  they  exhibit,  fo  as  they  ex¬ 
hibit  their  Ikill.  I  could  not  but 
figure  to  myfelf  the  confufion  of  an 
Englilh  girl,  were  fhe  even  prefent 
at  a  French  affembly.  Yet  fo 
powerful  is  habit,  that  not  only 
did  the  ladies  feem  infenfible, 
but  even  the  gentlemen,  fuch  as 
did  not  dance,  regarded  them 
with  indifference. 

Cotillons  and  waltzes  were  the 
only  dances  of  the  evening.  The 
Waltzes  were  danced  in  couples, 
twenty  or  thirty  at  a  time.  The 


meafure  was  quick,  and  all  the 
parties  feemed  animated.  I  can¬ 
not  fay  that  I  faw  any  thing  inde¬ 
corous  in  the  embraces  of  the  la¬ 
dies  and  their  partners,  except  in 
the  mere  aft  itfelf ;  but  the  waltz 
will  never  become  a  current  fafhion 
in  England  or  America. 

There  is  no  precedency  in  a 
French  affembly,  except  amonglf 
the  military.  This  is  managed 
with  much  delicacy.  Every  group 
is  thrown  as  much  as  poffible  into 
a  circle.  The  tables  are  all  cir¬ 
cular,  and  cotillons  are  chiefly 
preferred  from  having  this  quality. 

I  did  not  join  the  card-players  ; 
there  were  about  half  a  dozen  ta¬ 
bles,  and  the  feveral  parties  ap¬ 
peared  to  play  very  high.  When 
the  game  or  a  certain  number  of 
games  were  over,  the  parties  rofe 
from  their  feats,  and  bowing  to 
any  whom  they  faw  near  them, 
invited  them  to  fucceed  them  in 
their  feats.  Thefe  invitations 
were  fometimes  accepted,  but  more 
frequently  declined.  The  divifion 
of  the  drawing  room,  fet  afide  for 
the  card-players,  ferved  rather  as 
a  promenade  for  the  company  who 
did  not  dance  ;  they  here  ranged 
themfelves  in  a  line  along  the  rib¬ 
bon,  and  criticifed  the  feveral 
dancers.  Some  of  thefe  fpeftators 
feemed  moft  egregious  fops.  One 
of  them,  with  the  exception  of  his 
linen,  was  dreffed  completely  in 
purple  filk  or  fatin,  and  another  in 
a  rofe- coloured  filk  coat,  with 
white  fatin  waiftcoat  and  fmall- 
clothes,  and  white  filk  ftockings. 
The  greater  part  of  the  ladies 
were  dreffed  in  fancy  habits  from 
the  antique.  Some  were  fphinxes, 
fome  veftals,  fome  Dians,  half  a 
dozen  Minervas,  and  a  fcore  of 
Junos  and  Cleopatras.  One  girl 
[3^4]  was 
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was  pointed  out  to  me  as  being 
perfectly  a  V  Anglaife.  Her  hair, 
perfedly  undreffed,  was  combed 
off  her  forehead,  and  hung  down 
her  back  in  its  full  length  behind. 
She  reminded  me  of  a  fchool-boy, 
playing  without  his  hat. 

We  were  fummoned  to  the  fup- 
per  table  about  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  This  repaft  was  a  perfed 
Englifh.  dinner.  Soup,  fifh,  poul¬ 
try  and  ragouts,  fucceeded  each 
other  in  almoft  endlefs  variety.  A 
fruit- bafket  was  ferved  round  by 
the  fervants,  together  with  the 
bread -bafket,  and  a  fmall  cafe  of 
liqueurs  was  placed  at  every  third 
plate.  Some  of  thefe  were  con- 
tained  in  glafs  figures  of  cupids, 
in  which  cafe,  in  order  to  get  at 
the  liqueur,  it  was  neceffary  to 
break  off  a  fmall  globule  affixed  to 
the  breaft  of  the  figure.  The 
French  confectioners  are  more  in¬ 
genious  than  delicate  in  thefe  con. 
trivances  ;  but  the  French  ladies 
feem  better  pleafed  with  fuch  con¬ 
ceits  in  proportion  to  their  intelli¬ 
gible  references.  Some  of  thefe 
naked  cupids,  which  were  perfed 
in  all  their  parts,  were  handed 
from  the  gentlemen  to  the  ladies, 
and  from  the  ladies  to  each  other, 
and  as  freely  examined  and  criti- 
cifed,  as  if  they  had  been  paintings 
of  birds.  The  gentlemen,  upon 
their  parts,  were  equally  as  face¬ 
tious  upon  the  naked  Venufes ;  and 
a  fwan  affixed  to  a  Leda,  was  the 
lucky  fource  of  innumerable  ques¬ 
tions  and  anfwers.  Every  thing, 
in  a  word,  is  tolerated  which  can 
1/1  any  way  be  paffed  into  an 
equivoque.  Their  converfation 
in  this  refped  refembles  their 
drefs— -no  matter  how  thin  that 
covering  may  be,  fo  that  there  be 
one. 
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So  much  for  a  French  Affembly, 
or  fafhionable  rout,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  excels  an  Englifh  one  iq 
elegance  and  fancy,  as  much  as  it 
falls  fhort  of  it  in  fubflantial  mirth. 
The  French,  it  muff  be  confeffed, 
infinitely  excel  every  other  nation 
in  all  things  conneded  with  fpec- 
tacle,  and  more  or  lefs  this  fpec- 
tacle  pervades  all  parties.  They 
dance,  they  converfe,  they  Ting, 
for  exhibition,  and  as  if  they 
were  on  the  ftage.  Their  con¬ 
verfation,  therefore,  has  frequent¬ 
ly  more  wit  than  intereft,  and 
their  dancing  more  vanity  than 
mirth.  They  feem  in  both  ref- 
peds  to  want  that  happy  care- 
leffnefs  which  pleafes  by  being 
pleafed.  A  Frenchwoman  is  a 
figurante  even  in  her  chit-chat. 

It  may  be  expeded  that  I  did 
not  omit  to  vifit  the  theatres.  Mr, 
Younge  accompanied  me  fuccef- 
fively  to  nearly  all  of  them  —  two 
or  three  in  an  evening.  Upon  this 
fubjed,  however,  I  fhall  fay  no¬ 
thing,  as  every  book  of  travels  has 
fo  fully  defcribed  fome  or  other 
of  them,  that  nothing  in  fad  is 
further  required. 

I  had  refolved  not  to  leave  Paris 
without  feeing  the  Emperor,  and 
being  informed  that  he  was  to  hold 
an  audience  on  the  following  day, 
I  applied  to  Mr.  Younge  to  pro¬ 
cure  my  formal  introdudion.  With 
this  purpofe  we  waited  upon  Gene¬ 
ral  Armflrong,  who  fent  my  name 
to  the  Grand  Chamberlain,  with 
the  neceffary  formalities.  This 
formality  is  a  certificate  under  the 
hand  of  the  Ambaffador,  that  the 
perfon  foliciting  the  introdudion 
has  been  introduced  at  his  own 
Court,  or  that,  according  to  the 
beft  knowledge  of  the  Ambaffador, 
be  is  not  a  merchant  —  *  a  negoci- 
w  ;  ant 
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ant  aduel/  It  may  be  briefly  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  the  French 
negociant  anfwers  better  to  the 
Englifh  mechanic,  than  to  the 
honourable  appellation,  merchant. 
General  Armftrong  promifed  me 
a  very  interefting  fpedacle  in  the 
Imperial  audience.  “  It  is  the  moft 
fplendid  court  in  Europe/’  faid  he : 
ts  the  Court  of  London,  and  even 
of  Vienna,  will  not  bear  a  com- 
parifon  with  it.”  Every  one  agreed 
with  the  juftice  of  this  remark, 
and  my  curiofity  was  ftrongly 
excited. 

On  the  appointed  day,  about 
three  o’clock,  Mr.  Younge  accom¬ 
panied  me  to  the  palace,  where  we 
were  immediately  conducted  to  a 
fplendid  faloon,  which  is  termed 
the  Ambafladors’  hall.  Refrefh- 
ments  were  handed  round  to  the 
company,  which  was  very  nume¬ 
rous,  and  amongft  them  many 
German  Princes  in  their  grand 
court  drefs.  The  converfation  be¬ 
came  very  general ;  thofe  who  had 
feen  Buonaparte  defcribing  him  to 
thofe  who  were  about  to  be  intro¬ 
duced.  Every  one  agreed  that  he 
was  the  moft  extraordinary  man 
that  Europe  had  produced  in  many 
centuries,  and  that  even  his  appear¬ 
ance  was  in  no  flight  degree  indi¬ 
cative  of  his  charader.  t(  He  pof- 
fefles  an  eye,”  faid  one  gentleman, 
t(  in  which  Lavater  might  have 
underftood  a  hero.”  Mr.  Younge 
confirmed  this  obfervation;  and 
prepared  me  to  regard  him  with 
more  than  common  attention. 

The  doors  of  the  faloon  were 
at  length  thrown  open,  and  fome 
of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Cham¬ 
berlain,  with  white  wands  and  em¬ 
broidered  robes  and  fcarfs,  bowing 
low  to  the  company,  invited  us  by 
waving  their  ftaves,  to  follow  them 
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up  the  grand  ftaircafe.  Every  one 
now  arranged  themfelves,  in  pairs, 
behind  their  refpedlve  Ambafla- 
dors,  and  followed  the  ufhers  in 
proceflion,  according  ro  the  prece¬ 
dence  of  their  refpedive  countries, 
the  Imperial,  Spanifh,  and  Nea¬ 
politan  Ambafladors  forming  the 
van.  The  ftaircafe  was  lined  on 
both  fides  with  grenadiers  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour,  moft  of  whom, 
privates  as  well  as  officers,  were 
arrayed  in  the  order.  The  officers, 
as  we  pafled,  exchanged  falutes 
with  the  Ambafladors;  and  as  the 
Imperial  Ambaffador,  who  led  the 
proceflion,  reached  the  door  of  the 
anti-chamber,  two  trumpeters  on 
each  fide  played  a  congratulatory 
fkmrifh.  The  ufhers  who  had  led 
us  fo  far,  now  took  their  ftations 
on  each  fide  the  door,  and  others, 
in  more  fplendid  habits,  fucceeded 
them  in  the  office  of  condu&ing 
us. 

We  now  entered  the  anti-cham¬ 
ber,  in  which  was  ftationed  the 
regular  guard  of  the  palace.  We 
were  here  faluted  by  the  privates 
and  officers,  the  Imperial  guard 
being  confldered  as  part  of  the 
houfehold.  From  the  anti-cham¬ 
ber  we  pafled  onwards,  through 
nearly  a  dozen  moft  fplendid  apart¬ 
ments,  and  at  length  reached  the 
prefence-chamber. 

My  eyes  were  inftantly  in  fearch 
of  the  Emperor,  who  was  at  the 
farther  extremity,  furrounded  by 
a  numerous  circle  of  officers  and 
counfellors.  The  circle  opened  on 
our  arrival,  and  withdrew  behind 
the  Emperor.  The  whole  of  our 
company  now  ranged  themfelves, 
the  Ambafladors  in  front,  and  their 
feveral  countrymen  behind  their 
refpedive  minifters. 

Buonaparte  now  advanced  to  the 
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Imperil  Ambaflador,  with  whom, 
when  prefent,  he  always  begins 
the  audience,  I  had  now  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  regard  him  attentive¬ 
ly.  His  perfon  is  below  the  mid¬ 
dle  fize,  but  well  compofed;  his 
features  regular,  but  in  their  touten- 
femble  ftern  and  commanding  ;  his 
complexion  fallow,  and  his  general 
mien  military.  He  was  d  re  fled 
very  fplendidly  in  purple  velvet, 
the  coat  and  waiftcoat  embroidered 
with  gold  bees,  and  with  the 
grand  ftar  of  the  Legion  of  Ho¬ 
nour  worked  into  the  coat. 

He  pafled  no  one  without  no¬ 
tice,  and  to  all  the  Ambafladors  he 
fpoke  once  or  twice.  When  he 
reached  General  Armftrong,  he 
afked  him  whether  America  could 
not  live  without  foreign  commerce 
as  well  as  France  ?  and  then  added, 
without  waiting  for  his  anfwer, 
<€  There  is  one  nation  in  the  world 
(C  which  mu  ft  be  taught  by  expe- 
u  rience,  that  her  merchants  are 
€i  not  neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of 
“  all  other  nations,  and  that  fhe 
ic  cannot  hold  us  all  in  commercial 
i(  llavery  :  England  is  only  fenflble 
t(  in  her  compters.1* 

The  audience  took  up  little  lefs 
than  two  hours,  after  which  the 
Emperor  withdrew  into  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  apartment;  and  the  company 
departed  in  the  fame  order,  and 
with  the  fame  appendages  as  upon 
their  entrance. 


Character  of  the  Highlanders.  From 
Caledonian  Sketches :  or  a  Tour 
through  Scotland  in  1807. — By 
Sir  John  Carr . 

The  prefent  Highlanders  appear 
to  unite  fentiment  to  ferious  habit ; 


they  are  inquifitive,  thoughtful, 
and  intelligent,  and  they  have  a 
fort  of  melancholy  fenfibility,  tem¬ 
pered  with  much  natural  courtefy, 
which  renders  them  highly  inter- 
efting.  Their  noble  form  and  pen- 
five  mind  finely  correfpond  with 
the  wild  and  fublime  fcenery  in 
which  they  move.  This  may  per¬ 
haps  have  aided  in  forming  a  part 
of  their  character.  In  the  courfe 
of  my  highland  rambles  I  had  fre¬ 
quent  intercourfe  with  the  natives 
who  fpoke  Englifh,  and  I  was  al¬ 
ways  furprized  to  find  the  great 
intellectual  curiofity  which  the 
Highlanders  difplayed  in  their  in¬ 
quiries  after  our  own  manners  and 
cuftoms :  they  have  frequently 
walked  by  the  fide  of  my  carriage, 
or  of  my  horfe,  for  miles  together, 
during  which  I  had  many  a  fttrewd 
interrogatory  propounded  to  me. 

In  talking  of  the  Englifti,  they 
always  fpoke  of  us  as  a  feparate 
people.  An  old  Highlander  once 
told  an  Englifh  gentleman  that  the 
expedition  to  Ferrol  would  cer¬ 
tainly  fail,  as  there  were  fo  many 
foreigners  engaged  in  it.  s(  Fo¬ 
reigners  !**  exclaimed  the  gentle¬ 
man,  ((  what  do  you  mean  ?’* 
f(  Why  there  are  only  Englijhers 
and  Irijhers  employed/*  replied  the 
Scotchman. 

I  was  alfo  much  ftruck  with  the 
natural  eafe,  perfectly  free  from  vul¬ 
garity,  as  well  as  the  focial  turn, 
of  thefe  people,  I  faw  an  un« 
affeCled  dignity  of  deportment, 
which  I  Ihould  think  fplendour 
could  not  dazzle  into  that  mean 
fheepifhnefs  and  confcious  inferio¬ 
rity  frequently  obfervable  in  the 
peafantry  of  other  countries.  A 
Highland  farmer  prefents  to  me 
the  figure  of  a  Roman  one.  The 
Highlander  feems  to  meafure  man 
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by  a  noble  ftandard.  When  you 
look  at  his  face  and  form,  you  will 
naturally  fay,  l<  Nothing  fordid 
or  felfifh  can  be  cherifhed  there/’ 
Lord  Moira,  in  an  affefting  fpeech 
upon  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  elo¬ 
quently  obferved,  t(  that  that  man 
walked  fafely  who  walked  upright¬ 
ly,  as  he  who  moved  in  the  Grotto 
del  Cano,  by  carrying  himfelf  ere&, 
avoided  the  deadly  atmofphere 
which  clung  to  the  earth  below, 
and  deftroyed  thebafer  animal  that 
crawled.”  Thus  it  is  with  the 
Highlander ;  in  the  midft  of  po¬ 
verty  and  privation,  fuch  as  the 
fouth  never  exhibits,  he  is,  by  a 
powerful  moral  fenfe,  more  than  by 
reflexion  and  education,  preferved 
from  mean  and  unworthy  a&ions. 

Although  in  a  rude  period  the 
Highlanders  had  no  very  correct 
notions  of  the  fanftity  of  property, 
many  are  the  inftances  which  may 
be  adduced  of  Highland  integrity, 
which  grew  with  the  growth  of 
civilization.  The  following  little 
anecdote  will  fhew  how  widely  the 
uprightness  of  the  Highlander  is 
refpedfed  While  Corfica  was  in 
our  polfelfion,  the  butler  who  had 
the  charge  of  the  Governor’s  plate, 
upon  fetes,  and  great  public  occa- 
fions,  ufed  to  requeft  that  forne  of 
the  men  without  breeches ,  meaning 
fome  foldiers  of  a  Scottifh  regi¬ 
ment  on  fer vice  in  theilland,  might 
have  the  charge  of  it  during  the 
entertainments. 

In  battle  the  Highlanders  have  re¬ 
peatedly  covered  themfelves  with 
glory  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 
They  are  temperate,  and  fociety  is 
fo  thinly  and  widely  difperfed,  that 
they  have  feldom  an  opportunity 
of  alfembling  to  indulge  in  gratifi¬ 
cations  that  are  violent  to  fobriety. 
Their  hofpitality,  as  well  as  that 
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of  the  Scottifh  peafants  in  general, 
is  a  fubjeft  of  merited  admiration  : 
they  have  but  little  to  offer,  but 
what  they  have  they  cheerfully 
give ;  it  is  generally  an  Arcadian 
banquet  of  milk  and  cream,  and 
oaten  cake.  This  noble  quality 
their  exquifite  poet.  Burns,  has 
celebrated  with  epigrammatic 
point : — • 

“  When  death’s  dark  itream  I  ferry  o’er, 

(A  time  that  furely  fha.ll  come,) 

In  heaven  itfeif  I’ll  ask  no  more 

Than  juft  a  Highland  welcome.” 

I  was  much  pleafed  to  find  that 
hofpitality  in  the  Highlands  had 
affumed  an  appearance  of  high  ci¬ 
vilization.  Amongfl  the  High¬ 
land  gentlemen  1  was  never  prelfed 
to  drink  more  than  was  perfe&ly 
agreeable  to  me,  although  drink¬ 
ing  was  formerly  carried  to  fuch  an 
excefs,  that  in  the  houfe  of  a  chief¬ 
tain  two  fervants  were  always  in 
waiting  to  take  up  thofe  who 
dropped  from  their  feats  through 
intoxication,  when  they  were  con¬ 
veyed  to  their  beds  in  a  chair  con- 
ftruded  for  the  purpofe  with  poles. 

It  is  a  curious  circumftance, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  natural 
external  gravity,  or  rather  peevilh- 
nefs  of  the  Highlander,  his  fpirit 
is  alive  to  the  founds  of  joy  when 
feftive  merriment  invites.  They 
are  extremely  fond  of  diverfions  of 
all  forts,  of  dancing,  and  of  mufic, 
at  the  found  of  which  their  coun¬ 
tenances  begin  to  brighten.  In 
this  refped:  they  referable  the  Ruf¬ 
fians.  Almoft  every  piece  of  fa¬ 
cial  labour  is  alleviated  by  finging  : 
on  the  banks  of  rivers  the  women 
employed  in  walking  ling  as  they 
rub  their  linen  in  the  palling 
ftream ;  the  boatmen,  as  they  row, 
keep  time  with  their  oars  to  fome 
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lively  or  penfive  ftrain  ;  and  the 
reapers  ling  as  they  cut  down  the 
corn. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  High¬ 
landers  are  remarkably  delicate  to¬ 
wards  their  women  ;  and  that,  in 
matrimonial  life,  their  fidelity  and 
attachment  cannot  be  furpaffed. 
A  cuftom  exifts  among  the  High¬ 
land  ladies,  which  ftrongly  re¬ 
minded  me  of  the  fame  clafs  of 
females  in  France,  When  a  ftrarw 
ger  has  been  vifiting  a  family,  and 
is  about  to  take  leave  of  his  hofpi- 
table  friends,  a  young  lady  of  the 
Highlands  will  offer  her  hand  at 
parting,  and  fometimes  prefent  her 
cheek,  gliftening  with  a  tear  of 
unconcealed  regret.  Such  conduct 
is  completely  confident  with  deli¬ 
cacy  ;  it  flows  from  unaffected  in¬ 
nocence  ;  it  means  nothing  but 
kindnefs,  and  the  libertine  could 
not  miftake  it. 

The  Highlanders  are  remarkable 
for  their  filial  affection  and  obe¬ 
dience.  An  undutiful  fon  or  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  the  Highlands,  is  ranked 
amongfl  thofe  who  blemifti  human 
nature.  To  fhew  to  what  extre¬ 
mity  this  fubmifiion  to  parental 
will  is  occafionally  carried,  I  lay 
before  my  readers  the  following 
affedling  inftance,  which  occurred 
a  few  years  fince  -An  Englifh 
lady,  who  was  travelling  in  a  fo- 
litary  part  of  the  Highlands,  re¬ 
marked  an  old  woman,  drefsed  in 
black,  fitting  upon  a  Hone,  by  the 
road  fide,  and  weeping.  The  lady 
dire&ed  her  guide  to  go  to  her, 
and  inquire  who  fhe  was ;  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  afked  her  for  feme  ac¬ 
count  of  herfelf.  After  a  conver¬ 
sation  which  lafled  fome  time,  he 
informed  the  lady  that  the  poor 
woman  was  very  unhappy,  and  had 
good  caufc  to  be  fo,  for  file  had  an 


only  fon,  who  enlifted  in  the  army 
againft  her  will ;  though  Ihe  fup- 
prefled  her  feelings,  that  he  might 
follow  his  inclinations ;  that  foon 
afterwards  he  obtained  a  furlough, 
and  came  back  to  her,  when,  from 
excefs  of  fondnefs,  fhe  would  not 
allow  him  to  leave  her,  though  the 
time  appointed  for  his  return  had 
expired.  His  commanding  officer 
fent  a  meffage  to  him,  ordering 
him  to  return  ;  he  ftill  remained 
with  his  mother  :  another  and  pe* 
remptory  order  followed  ;  it  was 
alike  disregarded.  At  length  a  file 
of  foldiers  was  difpatched  to  the 
cottage,  to  feize  him  as  a  deferter. 
When,  with  anguifh  in  his  heart, 
he  was  preparing  to  fubmit,  his 
mother  called  out,  u  What,  Sandy, 
will  you  fpare  your  blood  upon 
your  enemies  ?”  The  youth, 
wrought  up  almoft  to  phrenzy  by 
the  horror  of  his  iitnation,  and  this 
appeal,  feized  his  mufket,  and  dif- 
ch^rged  its  contents  at  his  com¬ 
rades,  upon  which  they  fired,  and 
fhot  him  inftantly  dead.  When 
the  ftory  was  finifhed,  the  lady 
went  up  to  confoie  this  venerable 
object  ofher  fympathy,  upon  which 
fhe  juft  raifed  her  grey  head,  and 
fobbed,  ((  My  beautiful,  my 
brave  !?>  an  exclamation  which  fhe 
had  borrowed  from  the  Play  of 
Douglas,  and  which  fo  clofely  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  feelings. 

After  fueh  a  trait  it  is  fcarcely 
neceflary  to  obferve,  that  to  ex¬ 
tend  fupport  and  comfort  to  the 
declining  age  of  a  parent  is  a  duty 
the  moft  facred,  the  obfervance  of 
which  forms  a  peculiar  feature  in 
the  character  of  a  Scotchman. 
When  a  Highland  youth  emigrates 
or  enlifts,  a  portion  of  the  favings 
of  his  profperity  or  pay  is  always 
allotted  to  his  parents,  if  he  ha* 
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an y,  or  to  fome  poor  relative  :  he 
never  turns  his  back  upon  his  poor 
relations  when,  with  Young  Nor- 
val,  he  might  exclaim  : — 

**  Once  on  the  eohl  and  winter-fiiaded 
fide 

Of  a  bleak  hilt,  mifehance  had  rooted  me. 
Never  to  thrive,  child  of  another  foil ! 
Transplanted  now  to  the  gay  funny  vale. 
Like  the  green  thorn  of  May,  my  fortune 
flowers.” 

The  hardihood  of  the  High- 
lander  is  almoft  proverbial.  He 
attributes  his  health  to  the  keen- 
nefs  of  the  air  and  the  want  of 
dodors.  The  Highlanders  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  derive  comfort  from 
what  would,  in  all  probability,  oc- 
cafion  death  to  other  men.  It  is 
well  known,  that  in  cold  dry  windy 
weather,  when  thefe  mountaineers 
are  obliged  to  deep  amongll  the 
hills  to  attend  their  cattle,  they 
foak  their  plaid  in  a  burne  or 
brook,  in  which  having  rolled 
themfelves,  they  feledl  a  fpot  of 
heath  upon  the  leeward  fide  of 
fome  hill  for  their  bed,  where  they 
are  kept  quite  warm  by  the  wet, 
which  prevents  the  wind  from  pe¬ 
netrating  the  ftufF.  The  following 
whimfical  charaderiftic  anecdote  is 
recorded  to  have  happened  in  the 
Highlands  many  years  fince  -A 
hardy  chieftain,  when  ftret-ching 
himfelf  out  to  deep  by  the  fide  of 
a  hill,  after  a  long  day’s  hunt,  oh- 
ferved  that  his  fon,  a  young  man 
of  twenty,  had  collected  a  quantity 
of  fnow  for  a  pillow,  on  which  he 
was  preparing  to  lay  his  head, 
when  his  fturdy  father  feverely  re¬ 
proached  him,  and  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  enjoy  fuch  a  luxury. 

A  general  difregard  of  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  the  table  is  to  be  enu¬ 
merated  as  peculiar  to  Highland 
manners.  From  the  Highland 
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gentleman,  when  enjoying  his  fport- 
ing  pleafures,  a  bad  dinner  draws 
forth  no  expreilions  of  regret,  and 
a  good  one  none  of  admiration. 
The  voluntary  fufferance  o-f  priva¬ 
tion  feems  to  conftitute  one  of  the 
evidences  of  manhood.  But,  though 
capable  of  this  fort  of  forbearance 
whenever  it  becomes  necefla ry,  he 
is  not  difpofed  to  try  the  philofo- 
phy  of  his  v  id  tors  or  family  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  Highland  table 
is  always  plenteously,  and  fre¬ 
quently  elegantly  covered.  The 
Scotch,  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
have  a  paffion  for  trying  their  for¬ 
tunes  in  other  countries,  and,  when 
they  have  fucceeded,  are  defirous 
of  purchafing  property  near  the 
place  of  their  nativity,  and  fpend- 
ing  the  remainder  of  their  days 
there,  in  confequence  of  which  fo¬ 
reign  habits  and  luxuries  are  ine¬ 
vitably  introduced,  and  the  vo- 
luptuoufnefs  of  Afia  is  not  unfre- 
quently  feen  in  thefe  remote  regions 
of  the  north. 

Society  in  the  Highlands  has  for 
many  years  experienced  a  gradual 
amelioration.  In  a  diftant  period 
the  foldiers  of  Cromwell  taught 
many  of  the  ufeful  arts  of  life  to 
the  eaft  and  north  Highlands, 
amongfi:  whom  they  were  garrifon- 
ed ;  and  during  thofe  turbulent 
times,  when  a  romantic  attachment 
to  an  expatriated  family,  defer v- 
cdly  expelled  from  the  throne, 
brought  war  and  defolation  in  its 
train,  the  progrefs  of  civilization 
was  accelerated  by  the  intercourfe 
and  communion  which  followed 
between  the  conquerors  and  the 
natives  of  the  country,  which  they 
overrun,  and  alfo  by  the  quantity 
of  money  which  was  circulated  by, 
means  of  the  troops. 

In  other  inftances  good  has  re¬ 
fill  ted 
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fulted  out  of  evil.  About  the 
year  1746,  the  Border  country,  or 
the  verge  of  the  low  country,  be¬ 
came  infefted  by  a  lawlefs  band  of 
depredators,  chiefly  from  Lochaber 
and  the  remoter  parts  of  the  High¬ 
lands,  whofe  fortunes  had  been 
ruined  by  the  events  of  1745. 
They  frequently  made  incurfions 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  low 
country,  and  retired  in  fafety  with 
their  booty  into  the  wild  and  al- 
moft  inacccffible  retreats  within  the 
border.  This  fyflem  of  plunder 
and  forced  contribution  was  carried 
on  for  fome  time,  in  open  defiance 
of  the  military  ftationed  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  their  haunts.  At 
length  the  bold,  aftive,  and  enter- 
prifing  exertions  of  Mr.  Nicol 
Graham,  of  Gartmore,  and  other 
gentlemen,  in  conjunction  with  the 
operations  of  General  Churchill, 
the  then  commander-in-chief  in 
Scotland,  and  the  law  officers  of 
the  crown,  fucceeded  in  bringing 
thofe  defperadoes  to  fubjecStion, 
This  event  was  of  eflential  fervice 
to  the  country,  as  it  led  the  go¬ 
vernment  into  a  more  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  that  part  of  Scot¬ 
land.  The  judicious  and  falutary 
manner  in  which  the  rents  of  the 
forfeited  eftates  were  applied  in  the 
improvement  of  the  country  ;  the 
aft  of  1745,  which  deft  roved  the 
defpotic  power  of  clanihips  and 
abolifhed  the  feudal  jurifdiftions, 
by  which  the  vaffal  is  reftored  to 
the  rights  and  immunities  enjoyed 
by  his  fellow-fubjefts  in  thefouth, 
and  is  no  longer  forced  to  follow 
his  chieftain  to  a  ferocious  conteft, 
to  which  he  was  inftigated  neither 
by  perfonal  provocation  nor  imme¬ 
diate  nor  remote  advantage ;  the 
bleflings  of  a  regular  police  ;  the 
conftruftion  of  the  military  roads 


through  the  Highlands  opening  to 
eafy  and  uninterrupted  intercourfe 
vaft  diftrifts  that  were  once  inac- 
ceffible  to  each  other ;  the 
benign  labours  of  the  Society  for 
the  propagation  of  Chriftian  Know¬ 
ledge  ;  the  exaggerated  accounts  of 
Dr.  Johnfon,  which,  flowing  from 
the  proud  and  unbending  prejudice 
of  a  high  authority,  attrafted  the 
attention  of  the  world  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  north  ;  the  emigra¬ 
tion  of  fo  many  families,  which 
alarmed  the  government,  and  taught 
the  rich  to  attend  more  to  the  com¬ 
fortable  employment  of  the  poor  at 
home  ;  the  great  periodical  vifits 
of  the  gay  and  the  opulent  from 
the  fouth,  in  purfuit  of  game  or 
pleafure ;  the  valuable  elucidation 
of  the  coafts ;  the  careful  found¬ 
ings  of  the  channels ;  an  indefa¬ 
tigable  attention  to  the  fifheries ; 
the  increafed  demand  for  kelp ;  the 
various  focieties  which  have  made 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  Highlanders  the.  object  of 
their  noble  zeal  — ail  thefe,  and 
other  minor  circumftances,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  moral  and  na¬ 
tional  qualities  of  the  people,  have 
effected  a  change  in  their  local  cha- 
rafter,  which  I  am  informed,  is 
truly  aftonifhing  to  thofe  who  have 
the  power  of  comparing  what  the 
Highlanders  are,  with  what  they 
were  a  few  years  ftnce. 

The  Highlanders,  after  the  re¬ 
bellion,  for  a  long  time  were  pre¬ 
vented,  by  a  fevere,  but  perhaps 
neceflary,  provifion  of  the  legifta- 
ture,  from  wearing  arms.  This 
painful  badge  of  difloyalty  lias 
been  wifely  removed  by  an  aft  to 
repeal  the  ftatute  which  impofed 
the  deprivation.  Indeed  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  not  now  to  learn,  that  he 
could  not  place  arms  in  the  hands 
7  of 
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of  any  of  his  fubje&s  more  difpofed 
to  ufe  them  with  intrepidity  in  the 
caufe  of  loyalty.  For  the  Scotch 
it  may  be  faid,  that 

u  Their  fwords  are  a  thoufand,  tbeir  bo- 
fora  s  but  one.” 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the 
Highlanders  ftiil  preferve  fome  vef- 
tiges  of  juridicial  forms  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  adminiftration  of  an 
oath.  Before  the  union,  a  High¬ 
lander,  upon  his  being  fworn,  did 
not  kifs  the  Bible ;  but,  holding 
up  his  right  hand,  repeated,  “  By 
God  himfelf,  and  as  1  fhali  anfvver 
to  God  at  the  great  day,  I  fhali 
fpeakthe  truth.  If  I  do  not,  may 
I  never  thrive  while  I  live  :  may 
I  go  to  hell,  and  be  damned,  when 
I  die !  May  my  land  neither  bear 
grafs  nor  corn  ;  may  my  wife  and 
bairns  never  profper !  May  my 
cows,  calves,  fheep,  and  lambs,  all 
perifti !  &c.” 

A  Highlander,  offering  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  witnefs  againft  a  delin¬ 
quent  previoufly  to  his  examina¬ 
tion  before  a  magiftrate,  was  ten¬ 
dered  the  low-country  oath,  which, 
in  cor.fequence  of  his  Avowing  an 
eagernefs  to  take,  induced  the  ma¬ 
giftrate  to  fufpeft  that  he  was  a 
Highlander,  and  fuborned,  upon 
which  he  changed  his  proceeding, 
and  tendered  him  the  Highland 
oath,  when  the  man  objected  to 
fwear  at  all,  obferving,  (i  Thar  is 


ah  auntie  o’difference  betwixt  blow¬ 
ing  on  a  buke,  and  damning  one’s 
foul.”  This  particular  form  has 
long  been  abolifhed,  and  only  one 
form  of  oath  now  obtains  in  the 
courts  of  law  in  Scotland,  viz. 
i(  I  fwear  by  Almighty  God,  and 
as  I  fhali  anfwer  to  God  at  the 
great  day  of  judgment,  I  will  tell 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  as  far  as  I 
know  and  fhali  be  afked  in  this 
caufe.” 

Formerly,  when  one  clan  went 
out  to  fight  againft  another,  a  tune 
was  played,  which  imported  “  to 
conquer  or  die/’  and  all  thofe  who 
rallied  were  conftdered  to  be  under 
a  pledge  equal  to  an  oath. 

With  refpeff  to  the  trades  in  the 
Highlands  being  hereditary  by  pa¬ 
rental  coercion,  as  far  as  I  could 
learn  no  fuch  coercion  exifts ;  and 
the  fame  remark  will  apply  with 
regard  to  religion.  The  trade  of 
the  father  is  frequently  and  gene¬ 
rally  followed  by  one  of  his  Tons, 
if  he  has  more  than  one,  as  is  often 
the  cafe  in  England,  from  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  example  and  early  direc¬ 
tion. 

The  inns  in  the  Highlands  are 
much  improved  fmce  Dr.  Johnfon’s 
tour  amongft  them.  Bofwell  men¬ 
tions  that  they  fcarcely  ever  had 
bed-fheets.  I  was  at  many  of 
thefe  refting  places,  and  almoft 
always  had  them,  though  not  dif¬ 
pofed  at  all  times  to  enter  them. 
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Account  of  the  DijfeBion  of  a  Hu¬ 
man  Foetus,  in  njohich  the  Circu¬ 
lation  of  the  Blood  <ivas  carried  on 
nvithout  a  Heart.  By  Mr.  B.  C. 
Brodie.  [F  rom  the  Philefophical 
TranfaSiions  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London ,  for  1809.]] 

AN  opportunity  lately  occurred 
to  me  of  examining  a  human 
foetus,  in  which  the  heart  was 
wanting,  and  rhe  circulation  of 
the  blood  was  carried  on  by  the 
action  of  the  vefiels  only.  There 
have  been  feme  other  inftances  of 
this  remarkable  deviation  from  the 
natural  ftru&ure  ;  but  in  that  to 
which  I  allude,  the  growth  of  the 
child  had  been  natural,  and  it  dif¬ 
fered  much  lefs  from  the  natural 
formation  than  in  any  of  thofe 
which  are  on  record,  and  I  have 
therefore  been  induced  to  draw  up 
the  following  account  of  it. 

A  woman  was  delivered  of  twins 
in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
month  of  pregnancy.  There  was 
a  placenta  with  two  umbilical 
chords,  which  had  their  origin 
about  three  inches  diftant  from 
each  other.  The  placenta  was  not 
preferved,  but  Mr.  Adams,  who 
attended  the  mother  in  her  lying- 
in,  obferved  nothing  unufual  in  its 
appearance.  Both  feetufes  were 
born  dead.  They  were  nearly  o 


the  fame  fize.  One  of  them  in  n® 
refpeft  differed  from  the  ordinary 
formation  ;  the  other  had  an  un¬ 
ufual  appearance,  and  Mr.  Adams 
thought  it  deferving  of  examina¬ 
tion.  Through  Dr.  Hooper  it 
was  put  into  my  hands  for  this 
purpole. 

The  feetus  meafured  thirteen 
inches  from  the  fumroit  of  the  cra¬ 
nium  to  the  feet.  The  thorax  and 
abdomen  were  furrounded  by  a 
large  fhapelefs  mafs,  which  con¬ 
cealed  the  form  of  the  whole  upper 
part  of  the  body.  This  mafs 
proved  to  be  the  integuments  co¬ 
vering  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
neck  and  thorax,  diftended  with  a 
watery  fluid,  about  three  pints  in 
quantity,  contained  in  two  cyfts, 
lined  by  a  fmooth  membrane. 
When  the  fluid  was  evacuated,  and 
the  cyfts  allowed  to  collapfe,  the 
feetus  had  nearly  the  natural  form. 
Its  extremities  had  nearly  the  ufual 
appearance,  except  that  on  the 
right  hand  there  was  no  thumb  ; 
on  the  left  hand  there  was  no 
thumb  alfo,  and  only  a  lingle  fin¬ 
ger.  There  were  three  toes  on  the 
right  foot,  and  four  toes  on  the 
left  foot.  The  external  noftrils 
confifted  only  of  two  folds  of  Ikin, 
under  each  of  which  was  the  orifice 
of  an  internal  noftril,  but  pervious 
only  for  about  half  an  inch.  There 

was 
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iv'M's  a  hare-lip,  and  a  cleft  in  the 
bony  palate,  extending  one  third 
of  an  itich  backwards. 

On  diffedUon,  the  cranium  was 
found  fomewhat  comp  re  fled  by  the 
fluid  contained  in  the  cvfi  behind 

J 

it.  The  brain  itfelf  was  too  pu¬ 
trid  for  accurate  examination,  but 
it  was  nearly  of  the  natural  fize, 

J  7 

and  nothing  unufual  was  obferved 
in  it.  The  membranes  had  the 
Natural  appearance,  and  rhe  nerves 
appeared  to  go  off  from  the  brain 
and  fpinal  marrow  nearly  as  ufual. 

In  the  thorax  there  was  no 
heart,  thymus  gland,  or  pleura. 
The  trachea  was  fituated  immedi¬ 
ately  behind  the  ffernum.  It  had 
its  natural  appearance,  and  divid¬ 
ed  as  ufual  into  the  two  bronchia. 
The  latter  terminated  in  the  lungs, 
which  confided  of  two  rounded 
bodies*  not  more  than  one  third 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  having  a 
fmooth  external  furface,  and  com- 
pofed  internally  of  a  denfe  cellular 
fubftance.  The  cefophagus  had 
the  ufual  lit  nation,  but  it  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  cul-de-fac  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  thorax.  The  red  of 
the  thorax  was  filed  with  a  denfe 
cellular  fubftance  ;  and  in  place  of 
the  diaphragm*  there  was  a  mem¬ 
branous  feptum  between  it  and  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomem 

In  the  abdomen,  the’  ftomach 
had  no  cardiac  orifice.  The  intef- 
tine  was  attached  to  the  mefentcry 
in  the  ufual  way  ;  but  it  was  pro- 
portionably  fhorter  than  natural. 
'There  was  an  imperfect  coccum, 
but  the  colon  was  not  dlftin, 
guifhed  by  any  difference  of  ftruc- 
ttire  or  appearance  from  the  red  of 
the  intedine.  The  redtum  had  its 
ufual  dtuation  in  the  pelvis.  The 
fpleen  and  renal  capfules  were 
fmall;  the  kidneys,  bladder,  penis, 
Vol*  LI.  or  Vol.  I  XL  New  St 
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and  tedicles,  had  the  ufual  appear¬ 
ance.  The  abdomen  was  lined  by 
peritonaeum,  but  there  was  no* 
omentum.  The  liver  and  gall¬ 
bladder  were  wanting. 

As  there  was  no  heart,  it  be¬ 
came  an  objeft  of  importance  to> 
afeerrain  the  exadl  nature  of  the 
circulation  :  for  this  purpofe  the 
blood-veffels  were  traced  with  at¬ 
tention. 

The  umbilical  chord  confided  of 
two  vefiels  only  :  one  of  thefe  was 
larger  than  the  other,  and  its  coar, 
refembled  thofe  of  a  vein,  while 
thofe  of  the  fmaller  veflel  were 
thick  and  elaftic,  like  thofe  of  an 
artery.  Both  of  thefe  vefiels  en¬ 
tered  the  navel  of  the  child-  The 
artery  palled  to  the  left  groin  by 
the  fide  of  the  urachus,  occupying 
the  ufual  fituation  of  the  left  um¬ 
bilical  artery.  Here  it  gave  off  the 
external  and  internal  iliac  arteries 
of  the  left  fide,  and  was  then  con¬ 
tinued  upwards  on  the  fore  part  of 
the  fpine  forming  the  aorta.  From 
the  aorta  rofe  the  common  trunk, 
of  the  right  iliac  artery,  and  the 
branches  to  the  vifeera  and  pa- 
rietes  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen- 
At  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax, 
it  fent  off  the  two  fubclavian,  and 
afterwards  divided  into  the  two 
carotid  arteries,  without  forming 
an  arch.  The  veins  correfponding 
to  thefe  arteries  terminated  in  the 
vena  cava,  which  was  fituated  on 
the  anterior  part  of  the  fpine  be¬ 
fore  the  aorta,  and  paffed  down¬ 
wards  before  the  right  kidney  to 
the  right  groin.  Fie  re  it  became 
reflected  upwards  by  the  fide  of 
the  urachus  to  the  navel,  and  was 
continued  into  the  larger  veffel  oif 
vein  of  the  chord. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  iri 
this  foetus,  not  only  the  heart  was 
sues.  [3  K]  -  wanting, 
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wanting,  but  there  was  no  com¬ 
munication  of  any  kind  between 
the  trunks  of  the  venous  and  arte¬ 
rial  fyftems,  as  in  the  natural  foe¬ 
tus,  where  there  is  a  heart.  The 
only  communication  between  the 
two  fets  of  veffels,  was  by  means 
of  the  capillary  branches  anafto- 
mifing  as  ufual  in  the  foetus,  and 
in  the  placenta.  The  blood  mult 
have  been  propelled  from  the  pla¬ 
centa  to  the  child,  through  the  ar¬ 
tery  of  the  chord,  and  mull  have 
been  returned  to  the  placenta  by 
means  of  the  vein,  fo  that  the  pla¬ 
centa  mull  have  been  at  once  the 
fource  and  the  termination  of  the 
circulation,  and  the  blood  mull 
have  been  propelled  by  the  action 
of  the  velfels  only. 

It  is  to  be  underflood,  that  the 
circulation  in  the  foetus  receives  no 
propelling  power  from  the  adlion 
of  the  heart  and  arteries  of  the 
mother.  This,  although  perfedlly 
known  to  anatomiils,  it  is  proper 
to  mention,  as  it  may  not  be 
equally  known  to  all  the  members 
of  this  fociety. 

It  appears  extraordinary,  that 
under  thefe  circumftances,  notwith- 
llanding  the  circulation  through 
the  placenta  mull  have  been  more 
languid  than  is  natural,  that  organ 
Ihould  neverthelefs  have  been  ca¬ 
pable  of  exercifing  its  proper  func¬ 
tions,  fo  as  to  produce  thofe  changes 
on  the  blood  which  are  necelfary 
for  the  maintenance  of  foetal  life. 
This  may  be  explained  by  conli- 
dering  that  in  the  natural  foetus 
the  umbilical  arteries  are  branches 
of  the  general  arterial  fyllem,  and 
only  a  portion  of  the  blood  of  the 


child  is  fent  to  the  placenta,, 
whereas  in  the  foetus  which  I  have 
defcribed,  the  trunk  of  the  vena 
cava  was  continued  into  the  vein 
of  the  chord,  and  the  whole  of  the 
venous  blood  circulated  through 
the  placenta,  and  was  expofed  to 
the  influence  of  the  arterial  blood 
of  the  mother. 

But  the  most  interefting  circum- 
flance  which  we  learn  from  this 
examination  is,  that  the  circula¬ 
tion  not  only  can  be  carried  on 
without  a  heart,  but  that  a  child 
fo  circumilanced  can  be  maintain¬ 
ed  in  its  growth,  fo  as  to  attain 
the  fame  fize  as  a  foetus  which  is 
poffeflfed  of  that  organ.  This  fadl 
is  contrary  to  what  prior  experi¬ 
ence  has  led  us  to  expedt,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  abflra<5l 
of  the  authenticated  cafes  of  this 
fpecies  of  malformation,  which  we 
find  on  record. 

A  monfter,  in  which  there  was 
no  heart,  is  defcribed  by  M. 
Mery  *.  There  were  twins,  one 
of  which  was  well  formed,  and  of 
the  ufual  fize  of  a  fix  month’s 
child  ;  the  fize  of  the  other  was 
not  mentioned,  fo  that  no  compa- 
rifon  could  be  made  between  them. 
In  the  latter,  the  head,  neck,  and 
other  extremities  were  wanting. 
There  were  no  vefliges  of  a  brain, 
nor  was  there  any  liver.  The  dif- 
fedtion  of  the  blocrd-veffels  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  very  accu¬ 
rately  made,  but,  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  account,  I  fhould  fuppofe  that 
the  circulation  did  not  materially 
differ  from  that  of  the  foetus  which 
I  have  defcribed. 

Another  inflance  cf  this  kind  is 
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defcribed  by  M.  Window*.  This 
was  alfo  a  twin*  only  feven  inches 
in  length.  The  age  and  lize  of  the 
other  child  are  not  mentioned.  In 
this  inftance  there  was  no  head, 
nor  any  veflige  of  brain.  There 
were  no  lungs,  liver,  ftomach,  nor 
fpleen,  and  only  a  fmall  portion  of 
inteftine.  The  arterial  fyftem  is 
defcribed  as  being  complete,  com¬ 
municating  with  the  placenta  by 
the  umbilical  vein  opening  into  the 
aorta,  and  the  umbilical  arteries 
arifing  nearly  as  ufual.  In  this 
inftance  there  was  a  circle  of  vef- 
fels  formed  by  the  arteries  only, 
for  M.  "Window  exprefsly  ftates, 
that  there  were  no  veins  j  and 
however  extraordinary  this  may 
appear,  we  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  cautious  in  denying  an  obfer- 
vation  made  by  an  anatomift  fo 
remarkable  for  his  extreme  accu¬ 
racy  and  minutenefs. 

Dr.  Le  Cat,  of  Rouen,  ftates 
another  cafe  of  twins  +  born  at  the 
end  of  the  ninth  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy.  One  of  them  was  a  well- 
formed  child,  of  the  ufual  fize,  but 
the  other  was  only  twelve  inches 
and  a  half  in  length.  The  head  of 
the  latter  was  very  imperfeft,  and 
there  was  only  a  very  minute  por¬ 
tion  of  brain.  The  heart,  lungs, 
liver,  ftomach,  and  fpleen,  were 
entirely  wanting,  and  there  was 
only  a  fmall  portion  of  inteftine. 
The  arterial  fyftem  was  perfect ; 
the  umbilical  vein  terminated  in 
the  aorta,  and  the  umbilical  arte¬ 
ries  had  their  origin  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  iliac,  as  ufual.  There  is, 
however,  an  obfcurity  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  circulation,  as  it  is 
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ftated  that  there  were  veins,  but 
they  were  not  traced,  nor  was  any 
communication  made  out  between 
them  and  the  arteries,  or  the  veflels 
of  the  chord. 

Dr.  Clarke  £  has  given  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  cafe,  in  which  a  woman,- 
after  a  natural  labour,  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  healthy  child,  and  alfo 
of  a  fubftance  covered  by  common 
integuments,  of  an  oval  form, 
four  inches  in  length,  and  having 
a  fepar  te  navel-ftring  and  pla¬ 
centa.  In  this  fubftance  there  was 
one  os  innominatum,  with  a  femur, 
tibia,  and  fibula.  There  were 
neither  brain  nor  nerves ;  nor  were 
there  any  vifcera,  except  a  fmall 
portion  of  intaftine.  The  umbi¬ 
lical  chord  confifted  of  two  veflels, 
an  artery  and  a  vein,  both  of  which, 
ramified  in  this  fubftance  and  in  the 
placenta. 

In  Dr.  Hunter’s  anatomical  col- 
le6lion,  there  are  two  fpecimens  of 
monfters  born  without  hearts.  Iri 
both  of  them  the  whole  upper  part 
of  the  body  was  wanting  ;  and  in 
neither  was  the  exaft  nature  of  the 
circulation  afcertained. 

In  each  of  the  inftances  which  I 
have  quoted,  not  only  the  heart 
was  wanting,  but  the  foetus  in 
other  refpeifts  was  fo  imperfect, 
that  it  could  not  be  confidered  as 
any  thing  more  than  a  mola,  or  an 
irregularly  formed  living  inafs  con- 
netfted  with  the  placenta.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  in  all  of  them  the  brain, 
which  may  with  juftice  be  confi- 
dered  as  affording  the  beft  diftinc- 
tion  between  a  mola  and  a  foetus, 
was  wanting;  whereas  in  that 
which  forms  the  fubjeft  of  the  pre- 


*  Hiftoire  de  1’ Academic  Roynle  des  Sciences,  3740. 
t  Phil.  Trans,  for  1767.  \  Phil,  Trans,  for  1793. 

UKz] 


fent 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


884] 

fent  paper,  the  brain  was  nearly  as 
large  as  ufual,  and  in  other  re- 
f  pedis  the  foetus  varied  much  lefs 
from  the  natural  Arudlure,  than  in 
any  former  instance. 

Tn  the  cafes  already  on  record, 
we  have  feen,  that  wherever  the 
fize  of  the  monfter  was  mentioned, 
it  was  much  fmaller  than  a  natural 
fetus.  This  would  have  led  to 
the  fuppofition,  that  a  circulation, 
which  was  carried  on  by  the  adlion 
of  the  veffeis  only,  was  incapable 
of  maintaining  the  natural  growth 
of  a  child,,  had  it  not  been  found 
that  the  fetus,  which  I  have  de¬ 
fer  i  bed,  though  the  heart  was 
wanting,  was  fully  equal  in  fize 
to  a  fetus  of  the  fame  age,  which 
was  poffeffed  of  that  organ. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  in  all 
thofe  cafes,  in  which  the  heart  was 
wanting,  the  liver  was  wanting 
alfo,  It  is  probable  that  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  veffeis  only,  without 
the  affi fiance  of  the  heart,  would 
liave  been  infufiieient  to  propel  the 
blood  through  the  circulation  of 
the  liver,  which  is  fo  extend  ve  in 
the  natural  fetus. 


On  the  Origin  and  Formation  of 
Roots .  By  T.  A.  Knight ,  Eft 
Fm  R.  <$',  [From  the Jamed\ 

IN  a  former  communication  I 
have  given  an  account  of  fome  ex¬ 
periments,  which  induced  me  to 
conclude  that  the  buds  of  trees  in¬ 
variably  fpring  from  their  albur¬ 
num,  to  which  they  are  always 
eonnedled  by  central  vefTels-  of 
greater  or  lefs  length  ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  much  fubfequent  experi¬ 


ence,  I  have  not  found  any  rea- 
fon  to  change  the  opinion  that  I 
have  there  given*.  The  objedl  of 
the  prefent  communication  is  to 
fhew,  that  the  roots  of  trees  are 
always  generated  by  the  veffeis 
which  pafs  from  the  cotyledons  of 
the  feed,  and  from  the  leaves, 
through  the  leave-ltalks  and  the 
bark,  and  that  they  never,  under 
any  circumftanees,  fpring  immedi¬ 
ately  from  the  alburnum. 

The  organ,  which  naturalifts 
have  called  the  radicle  in  the  feed, 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  analo¬ 
gous  to  the  root  of  the  plant,  and 
to  become  a  perfedl  root  during 
germination  ;  and  I  do  not  know 
that  this  opinion  has  ever  been  con¬ 
troverted,  though  I  believe  that, 
when  clofely  inveftigated,  it  will 
prove  to  be  founded  in  error. 

A  root,  in  all  cafes  with  which 
I  am  acquainted,  elongates  only 
by  new  parts  which  arefucceffively 
added  to  its  apex  or  point,  and 
never,  like  the  fern  or  branch,  by 
the  exteniion  of  parts  previoufly 
organized  ;  and  I  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  fhew,  in  a  former  memoir, 
that  owing  to  this  difference  in  the 
mode  of  the  growth  of  the  root 
and  lengthened  plumule  of  ger¬ 
minating  feeds,  the  one  mud  ever 
be  obedient  to  gravitation,  and 
point  towards  the  centre  of  the 
earth,  whilfl  the  other  mufl  fake 
the  oppofite  direction  i.  But  the 
radicle  of  germinating  feeds  elon¬ 
gates  by  the  extenfion  of  parts 
previoufly  organized,  and  in  a 
great  number  of  cafes,  which  mull 
be  familiar  to  every  perfon’s  ob- 
fervation,  raifes  the  cotyledons  out 
of  the  mould  in  which  the  feed  is 
placed  to  vegetate.  The  mode  of 
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growth  of  the  radicle  is  therefore 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  fubftance 
which  occupies  the  fpaces  between 
the  buds,  near  the  point  of  the 
fucculent  annual  fhoot,  and  totally 
different  from  that  of  the  proper 
root  of  the  plant,  which  I  con¬ 
ceive  to  come  firft  into  exigence 
during  the  germination  of  the  feed, 
and  to  fpring  from  the  point  of 
what  is  called  the  radicle.  At  this 
period,  neither  the  radicle  nor  co¬ 
tyledons  contain  any  alburnum; 
and  therefore  the  firft  root  cannot 
originate  from  that  fubftance ;  but 
the  cortical  veffels  are  then  filled 
with  fap,  and  apparently  in  full 
ablion,  and  through  thefe  the  fap 
appears  to  defcend,  which  gives 
exiftence  to  the  true  root. 

When  firft  emitted,  the  root 
eonfifts  only  of  a  cellular  fub¬ 
ftance,  fimilar  to  that  of  the  bark 
of  other  parts  of  the  future  tree, 
and  within  this  the  cortical  veffels 
are  fubfequently  generated  in  a 
circle,  encloftng  within  it  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  cellular  fubftance, 
which  forms  the  pith  or  medulla  of 
the  root.  The  cortical  veffels  foon 
enter  on  their  office  of  generating 
alburnous  matter  ;  and  a  tranfverfe 
feftion  of  the  root  then  fhews  the 
alburnum  arranged  in  the  form  of 
wedges  round  the  medulla,  as  it  is 
fubfequently  depoftted  on  the  cen¬ 
tral  veffels  of  the  fucculent  annual 
fhoot,  and  on  the  furface  of  the 
alburnum  of  the  ftems  and  branches 
of  older  trees  *. 

If  a  leaf-ftalk  be  deeply  wound¬ 
ed,  a  cellular  fubftance,  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  bark  and  young  root, 
is  protruded  from  the  upper  lip  ot 
the  wound,  but  never  from  the 
lower  ;  and  the  leaf-ftalks  of  many 
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plants  poffefs  the  power  of  emit¬ 
ting  roots,  which  power  cannot 
have  refided  in  alburnum,  for  the 
leaf-ftalk  does  not  contain  any ; 
but  veffels,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
bark  and  radicle,  abound  in  it,  and 
apparently  convey  the  returning 
fap ;  and  from  thefe  veffels,  or 
perhaps  more  properly  from  the 
fluid  they  convey,  the  roots  emitted 
by  the  leaf-ftalk  derive  their  exift¬ 
ence  f . 

If  a  portion  of  the  bark  of  a 
vine,  or  other  tree,  which  readily 
emits  roots,  be  taken  off  in  a  circle 
extending  round  its  ftem,  fo  as  to 
intercept  entirely  the  paffage  of 
any  fluid  through  the  bark ;  and 
any  body  which  contains  much 
moifture  be  applied,  numerous 
roots  will  foon  be  emitted  into  it, 
immediately  above  the  decorti¬ 
cated  fpace,  but  never  immediately 
beneath  it  :  and  when  the  albur¬ 
num  in  the  decorticated  fpaces  has 
become  lifelefs  to  a  confiderable 
depths,  buds  are  ufually  protruded 
beneath,  but  never  immediately 
above  it,  apparently  owing  to  the 
obftru&ion  of  the  afeending  fap. 
The  roots,  which  are  emitted  in 
the  preceding  cafe,  do  not  appear 
in  any  degree  to  differ  from  thofe 
which  defcend  from  the  radicles  of 
generating  feeds,  and  both  appa¬ 
rently  derive  their  matter  from  the 
fluid  which  defeends  through  the 
cortical  veffels. 

There  are  feveral  varieties  of 
the  apple  tree,  the  trunks  and 
branches  of  which  are  almoffi  co¬ 
vered  with  rough  excrefcences, 
formed  by  congeries  of  points 
which  would  have  become  roots 
under  favourable  circumftances ; 
and  fuch  varieties  are  always  very 
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readily  propagated  by  cutting. 
Having  thus  obtained  a  confider- 
able  number  of  plants  of  one  of 
thefe  varieties,  the  excrefcences 
began  to  form  upon  their  items 
when  two  years  old,  and  mould 
being  then  applied  to  them  in  the 
fpring,  numerous  roots  were  emit¬ 
ted  into  it  early  in  the  fummer. 
The  mould  was,  at  the  fame  time 
raifed  round,  and  applied  to,  the 
items  of  other  trees  of  the  fame 
age  and  variety,  and  in  every  re- 
fpedt  fimiiar,  except  that  the  tops 
of  the  latter  were  cut  off  a  ihort 
diitance  above  the  loweft  excref- 
cence,  fo  that  there  were  no  buds 
or  leaves  from  which  fap  could  de- 
fcend  to  generate  or  feed  new 
loots ;  and  under  thefe  circum- 
itances  no  roots,  but  numerous 
buds  were  emitted,  and  thefe  buds 
all  fprang  from  the  fpaces  and 
points,  which,  under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  had  afforded  roots. 
The  tops  of  the  trees  laft  men¬ 
tioned,  having  been  divided  into 
pieces  of  ten  inches  long,  were 
planted  as  cuttings,  and  roots  were 
by  thefe  emitted  from  the  lowed 
excrefcences  beneath  the  foil,  and 
buds  from  the  uppermoft  of  thofe 
above  it, 

I  had  anticipated  the  refult  of 
each  of  the  preceding  experiments ; 
not  that  I  fuppofed,  or  now  fup* 
pofe,  that  roots  can  be  changed 
into  buds,  or  buds  into  roots ;  but 
I  had  before  proved  that  the  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  alburnum  is  better 
calculated  to  carry  the  fap  it  con¬ 
tains,  from  the  root  upwards,  than 
in  any  other  direction,  and  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  fap,  when  arrived 
at  the  top  of  the  cutting  through 
the  alburnum,  would  be  there  em* 


ployed,  as  I  had  obferved  in  many 
fimiiar  cafes  in  generating  buds, 
and  thefe  buds  would  be  protruded 
where  the  bark  was  young  and 
thin,  and  confequently  afforded 
little  refiftance  *.  I  had  alfo 
proved  the  bark  to  be  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  carry  the  fap  towards 
the  roots  than  in  the  oppofite  di¬ 
rection,  and  I  thence  inferred  that 
as  foon  as  any  buds,  emitted  by  the 
cuttings,  afforded  leaves,  the  fap 
would  be  conveyed  from  thefe  to 
the  lower  extremity  of  the  cuttings 
by  the  cortical  veffels,  and  be  there 
employed  in  the  formation  of 
roots  *. 

Both  the  alburnum  and  bark  of 
trees  evidently  contain  their  true 
fap  ;  but  whether  the  fluid  which 
afeends  in  fuch  cafes  as  the  pre¬ 
ceding  through  the  alburnum  to 
generate  buds,  be  effentially  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  which  defeends 
down  the  bark  to  generate  roots, 
it  is,  perhaps,  impoflible  to  decide. 
As  nature,  however,  appears  in 
the  vegetable  world  to  operate  by 
the  flmplefl  means  j  and  as  the  ve¬ 
getable  fap,  like  the  animal  blood, 
fs  probably  filled  with  particles 
which  are  endued  with  lile,  were 
I  to  offer  a  conjecture,  1  am  much 
more  difpofed  to  believe  that  the 
fame  fluid,  even  by  merely  ac¬ 
quiring  different  motions,  may  ge¬ 
nerate  different  organs,  than  that 
two  diflinCt  fluids  are  employed 
to  form  the  root,  and  the  bud  and 
leaf. 

When  alburnum  is  formed  in  the 
root,  that  organ  pofleffes,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  item  and  branches, 
the  power  of  producing  buds,  and 
of  emitting  fibrous  roots,  and, 
when  it  is  detached  from  the  tree. 
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the  buds  always  fpring  near  its 
upper  end,  and  the  roots  near  the 
oppofite  extremity,  as  in  the  cut¬ 
tings  above-mentioned.  The  al¬ 
burnum  of  the  root  is  alfo  fimilar 
to  that  of  other  parts  of  the  tree, 
except  that  it  is  more  porous, 
probably  owing  to  the  pretence 
of  abundant  moifture,  during  the 
period  in  which  it  is  depofited  *. 
And  poffibly  the  fame  eaufe  may 
retain  the  wood  of  the  root  perma¬ 
nently  in  the  date  of  alburnum  ; 
for  I  have  (hewn,  in  a  former  me¬ 
moir,  that  if  the  mould  be  taken 
away,  fo  that  the  parts  of  the 
larger  roots,  which  adjoin  the 
trunk,  be  expofed  to  the  air,  fuch 
parts  are  fubtequently  found  to  con¬ 
tain  much  heart- wood  *. 

I  would  wifh  the  preceding  ob,. 
fervations  to  be  confidered  as  ex¬ 
tending  to  trees  only,  and  exclu- 
five  of  the  palm  tribe  :  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  are  neverthelefs  gene¬ 
rally  applicable  to  perennial  her¬ 
baceous  plants,  and  that  the  buds 
and  fibrous  roots  of  thefe  originate 
from  fubftances  which  correfpond 
with  the  alburnum  and  bark  of 
trees.  It  is  obvious,  that  the  roots 
which  bulbs  emit  in  the  fpring, 
are  generated  by  the  fap  which 
defcends  from  the  bulb,  when  that 
retains  its  natural  pofition ;  and 
fuch  tuberous  rooted  plants  as  the 
potatoe  offer  rather  a  teeming  than 
a  real  obftacle  to  the  hypothecs  I 
am  endeavouring  to  eftablifh.  The 
buds  of  thefe  are  generally  formed 
beneath  the  foil  ;  but  I  have 
{hewn,  in  a  former  memoir,  that 
the  buds  on  every  part  of  the  item 
may  be  made  to  generate  tubers, 
which  are  fimilar  to  thofe  ufually 
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formed  beneath  the  foil ;  and  I 
have  fubfequently  teen,  in  many 
inftances,  fuch  emitted  by  a  re¬ 
produced  hud,  without  the  calix  of 
a  bloffom,  which  had  failed  to 
produce  fruit ;  but  I  have  never, 
under  any  circumftances,  been  able 
to  obtain  tubers  from  the  fibrous 
roots  of  the  plants. 

The  tuber,  therefore,  appears  to 
differ  little  from  a  branch,  which 
has  dilated  inflead  of  extending  it- 
felf,  except  that  it  becomes  capa¬ 
ble  of  retaining  life  during  a  longer 
period  ;  and  when  I  have  laboured 
through  a  whole  fumrner  to  coun- 
terad  the  natural  habits  of  the 
plant,  a  profufion  of  bloffoms  has, 
in  many  inftances,  fprung  from  the 
buds  of  a  tuber. 

The  runners  alfo,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  natural  habit  of  the 
plant,  give  exiftence  to  the  tubers 
beneath  the  foil,  are  very  fimilar 
in  organization  to  the  ftem  of  the 
plant,  and  readily  emit  leaves,  and 
become  converted  into  perfect 
ftem?,  in  a  few  days,  if  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  afcending  fap  be  diverted 
into  them  ;  and  the  mo(de  in  which 
the  tuber  is  formed  above,  and 
beneath  the  foil,  is  precifely  the 
fame.  And  when  the  fap,  which 
has  been  depofited  at  reft  during 
the  autumn  and  wiqter,  is  again 
called  into  adion  to  feed  the  buds, 
which  elongate  into  parts  of  the 
ftems  of  the  future  plants  in  the 
fpring,  fibrous  roots  are  emitted 
from  the  bates  of  thefe  ftems,  whilft: 
buds  are  generated  at  the  oppofite 
extremities,  as  in  the  cafes  I  have 
mentioned  refpeding  trees. 

Many  naturalifts  +  have  fuppofed 
the  fibrous  roots  of  all  plants  to  be 
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of  annual  duration  only  •  and  thofe 
of  bulbous  and  tuberous  rooted 
plants  certainly  are  fo;  as  in  theie 
nature  has  provided  a  diftindi  re- 
fervoir  for  the  fap  which  is  to  form 
the  frit  leaves  and  fibrous  roots  ol 
the  fucceeding  feafon  ;  but  the 
organization  of  trees  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  the  alburnum  and  bark 
of  the  roots  and  fteras  of  thefe  are 
the  refer voirs  of  their  fap  during 
the  winter  *.  When,  however,  the 
fibrous  roots  of  trees  are  crowded 
together  in  a  garden-pot,  they 
are  often  found  lifelefs  in  the  fuc¬ 
ceeding  fpring ;  but  I  have  not 
obferved  the  fame  mortality  to 
occur,  in  any  degree,  in  the  roots 
of  trees  when  growing,  under  far 
vourable  circumftances,  in  their 
natural  fituation. 

I  am  prepared  to  offer  fome 
obfervations  on  the  caufes  which 
diredl  the  roots  of  plants  in  fearch 
of  proper  nutriment,  and  which 
occafton  the  root  of  the  fame  plant 
to  affume  different  forms  under 
different  circumftances  ;  but  I  pur- 
pofe  to  make  thofe  obfervations 
the  fubjedl  of  a  future  communica¬ 
tion 


On  the  Origin  and  Office  of  the 
Alburnum  of  Trees.  In  a  Letter 
from  T.  A.  Knight,  Efq.  F.R.S, 
to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  K.B. 
P.R.S. — From  the  Fhilofop  hie  a  l 
TranfaBions  for  1808,  Fart  II. 

My  dear  Sir, 

In  my  laft  communication  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove  that  the  bark 
of  trees  is  not  fubfequently  tranf- 
muted  into  alburnum  ;  and  if  the 
ftatements  which  I  have  there  given 


be  correT,  they  are,  I  conceive, 
decifive  on  the  point  for  which  l 
contended  ;  and  if  the  bark  be  not 
converted  into  alburnum,  the  expe¬ 
riments  of  Duhamel,  and  fubfequent 
naturalifts,  and  thofe  of  which  I 
have  given  an  account  in  former 
memoirs,  afford  fufficient  evidence 
that  the  bark  depofits  thealburnous 
matter.  If  the  fucculent  ftioot  of 
a  horfe-chefnut,  or  other  tree,  be 
examined,  at  fucceffive  periods  in 
the  fpring,  it  will  be  feen,  that  the 
alburnum  is  depofited,  and  its 
tubes  arranged,  in  ridges  beneath 
the  cortical  veifels  ;  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  ridges,  at  the  bafe  of 
each  leaf,  will  be  found  to  corre^ 
fpond  accurately  with  the  number 
of  apertures  through  which  the 
veffels  pafs  from  the  leaf-ftalks 
into  the  interior  bark,  the  alburr 
nous  matter  being  apparently  de- 
pollted  (as  I  have  endeavoured  tQ 
prove  in  former  memoirs)  by  a 
fluid  which  defeends  from  the  leaves, 
and  fubfequently  fecretes  through 
the  bark  +,  I  fhall  therefore  ven¬ 
ture  to  conclude  that  it  is  thus  de¬ 
pofited,  and  fhall  proceed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  origin  and  office  of 
the  alburnous  tubes. 

The  pofition  and  direction  of 
thefe  tubes  have  induced  almoft  alj. 
naturalifts  to  confuler  them  as  the 
paffages  through  which  the  fap 
afeends  ;  and  at  their  firft  forma¬ 
tion,  when  thefubftance  which  fur- 
Tounds  them  is  ft  ill  foft  and  fuccu¬ 
lent,  they?are  always  filled  with 
the  fluid,  which  has  apparently 
fecreted  from  the  bark.  They  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  formed  in  the  foft  cel¬ 
lular  mafs,  which  becomes  the  fu¬ 
ture  alburnum,  as  receptacles  of 
this  fluid,  to  which  they  may  either 
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afford  a  paffage  upwards,  or  fimply 
retain  it  as  refervoirs,  till  abforb- 
•ed,  and  carried  off,  by  the  fur¬ 
rounding  cellular  dibdance.  The 
former  fuppodtion  is,  at  drd  view, 
the  moll  probable ;  but  the  latter 
is  much  more  confident  with  the 
circumdanGes  that  I  (ball  proceed 
to  date. 

Many  different  hypothefes  have 
been  offered  by  naturalids,  to 
account  for  the  force  with  which 
the  fap  afcends  in  the  fpring  ;  of 
thefe  hypothefes,  two  only  appear 
in  any  degree  adequate  to  the  effeds 
produced.  Sauffure,  jun.  fuppofes 
that  the  tubes  contract  as  foon  as 
they  have  received  the  fap  in  the 
root,  and  that  this  contraction, 
commencing  in  the  root,  proceeds 
upwards,  impelling  the  fap  before 
it  ;  and  I  have  fuggeded  that  the 
expandon  and  contraction  of  the 
corn p relied  cellular,  or  laminated 
dibdance,  (the  tiffu  cellulaire  of 
Duhamel  and  Mirbel)  which  ex¬ 
pands  and  contracts  with  change  of 
temperature  *,  after  the  tree  has 
ceafed  to  live,  might  produce  dmi, 
lar  effects,  by  occadoning  nearly  a 
dmilar  motion  and  compredion  of 
the  tubes,  the  coats  of  which  are, 
1  believe,  univerfally  admitted  not 
to  be  membranous.  Both  thefe  hy¬ 
pothefes  are  ineonddent  with  the 
faCts  which  I  have  now  the  plea- 
fure  to  communicate  to  you. 

Selefting  parts  of  the  dems  of 
young  trees,  from  which  annual 
branches  had  fprung  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  I  afcertained,  by  in¬ 
jecting  coloured  infudons  into  the 
dems,  through  the  annual  (hoots, 
that  the  tubes  which  defcended 
from  the  latter,  were,  at  their 
J)a/esj  confined  to  that  dde  of  the 
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dem  from  which  they  fprang,  and 
to  the  external  annual  layer  of 
wood.  Deep  incidons  were  then 
made  into  the  dems  of  other  trees 
immediately  beneath  the  bafes  of 
dmilar  annual  (hoots,  by  which  I 
am  quite  confident  that  all  com¬ 
munication  through  the  al burnous 
tubes  with  the  dem,  was  wholly 
cut  off ;  yet  the  fap  paffed  into  the 
annual  (hoots  in  the  fucceeding 
fpring,  all  of  which  lived,  and 
fome  grew  with  condderable  vi¬ 
gour.  I,  at  the  fame  time,  feleCied 
many  lateral  branches,  about  three 
lines  in  diameter,  in  a  nurfery  of 
apple-trees,  which  I  could  eadly 
fecure  to  the  dems  of  the  adjoining 
trees  to  prevent  their  being  broken. 
I  then  made  an  incidon,  more  than 
two  lines  deep  in  each,  on  one  dde, 
and  at  the  didance  of  dx  or  feven 
lines  another  incidon,  equally  deep, 
on  the  oppodte  dde  ;  and  as  I  am 
quite  certain,  from  the  texture  of 
thefe  branches,  that  the  alburnous 
tubes  paffed  draight  through  them, 
I  am  equally  certain  that  every 
alburnous  tube  was  at  lead  once 
interfeded.  Yet  the  fap  paffed 
into  thefe  branches,  and  their  buds 
unfolded  in  the  fucceeding  fpring, 
the  incidons  having  been  made  in 
the  winter.  But  I  have  repeated 
the  dime  experiment  after  the  leaves 
have  been  full  grown  in  the  dim¬ 
mer,  and  dill  the  branches  have 
continued  to  live. 

All  naturalids  have  agreed  in 
dating  that  trees  perfpire  mod  in 
the  dimmer,  when  their  leaves  have 
attained  their  full  growth,  and  of 
courfe  that  much  fap  mud  afcend 
at  this  period  ;  yet  at  this  period 
the  tubes  of  the  alburnum  appear 
dry,  and  to  contain  air  only  ; 


*  Philosophical  Transactions  lor  1801. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


890J 

which  induced  Grew  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fap  rofe  in  the  ftate  of 
vapour  ;  a  fuppofition  by  no  means 
admiflible.  Yet  it  is,  I  conceive, 
evident  that  the  fap  cannot  rife,  as 
a  liquid,  through  dry  tubes,  nor  in 
any  ftate  through  interfered  tubes ; 
and  therefore  it  appears  probable 
that  it  does  not  rife  at  all  through 
the  tubes  of  the  alburnum,  and 
that  thofe  tubes  are  intended  to 
execute  a  different  office. 

If  the  fap  do  not  rife  through  the 
tubes  of  the  alburnum,  it  mull  rife 
through  the  cellular  fubftance  ;  yet 
the  paflage  of  any  fluid  through 
this  has  been  denied  by  almoft 
every  naturalift,  probably  becaufe 
coloured  infufions  have  not  been 
obferved  to  penetrate  it,  and  be,- 
caufe  many  naturalifts  have  confi- 
dered  it  as  mere  compreffed  me¬ 
dulla.  Mirbel,  however,  contends 
that  the  fluid  which  generates  the 
new  bark  exudes  from  it ;  and  al¬ 
though  a  fluid,  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  the  fame  effeds,  exudes  from 
the  bark,  when  detached  from  the 
alburnum,  I  am  much  difpofed  to 
coincide  with  him  in  opinion, 
having  obferved  a  new  bark  to  be 
generated  on  the  furface  of  the 
cellular  fubftance  of  pollard  oaks, 
in  detached  fpaces  *.  And  if  the 
fap  in  fufficient  quantity  to  gene¬ 
rate  a  new  bark  can  pafs  through 
the  cellular  fubftance  of  an  oak,  it 
appears  pofllble  at  leaft  that  the 
whole  of  the  fap  may  afcend 
through  it.  Coloured  infufions  do 
not,  I  think,  in  any  degree,  pafs 
through  the  bark  of  trees,  yet  it  is 
evident  that  the  lap  pafles  readily 
through  it ;  and  therefore,  fhould 


it  be  proved  that  fuch  infufions  do 
not  penetrate  the  cellular  fubftance 
of  the  alburnum,  the  evidence 
which  this  circumftance  would 
afford  would  be  very  defedive. 

Amongft  other  experiments  that 
I  made  to  afcertain  whether  the 
cellular  fubftance  of  the  alburnum 
would  imbibe  coloured  infufions,  I 
took  off  branches  of  two  years  old 
wiih  the  annual  fhoots  and  leaves 
attached  to  them,  in  the  fummer, 
from  trees  of  different  fpecies  ;  and 
I  effedually  clofed  the  alburnous 
tubes  with  a  compofition  formed  of 
calcined  oyfter-lhells  and  cheefe  +, 
and  this  was  covered  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  bees-wax  and  turpentine,  fo 
as  effedually  to  exclude  all  moift. 
ture.  A  part  of  the  bark  was 
taken  off  each  branch,  in  a  circle 
round  it,  a  few  lines  diftant  from 
its  lower  end,  where  the  tubes  had 
been  clofed  $  and  each  branch  was 
then  placed  in  a  decodion  of  log¬ 
wood,  in  a  vefiel  deep  enough  to 
cover  the  decorticated  fpaces.  At 
the  end  of  twenty  hours,  or  fome- 
what  longer  periods,  thefe  branches 
were  examined,  and  the  coloured 
infufion  was  found  to  have  infinu- 
ated  itfelf  between  the  alburnous 
tubes,  in  many  inftances  apparently 
through  the  cellular  fubftance. — • 
This  was  moft  obvious  in  the  wal¬ 
nut-tree,  the  young  wood  of  which 
is  very  white.  The  principal  ob- 
jed  I  had  in  view  in  making  this 
experiment,  was  to  deted  the  paf- 
fages  through  which  I  conceived 
the  fap  to  pafs  from  the  bark  into 
the  alburnum 

From  the  preceding  circum- 
ftances,  I  am  difpofed  to  infer  that 
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the  fap  fecretes  through  the  cellu¬ 
lar  fubftance  of  the  alburnum  ;  and 
through  this  I  conceive  that  it 
muft  afcend  when  the  tubes  were 
interfered  in  the  preceding  expe¬ 
riments,  and  in  thofe  feafons  of 
the  year  when  the  alburnous  tubes 
are  empty,  though  the  fap  muft  be 
rifing  with  great  rapidity  ;  and  I 
{hall  endeavour  to  {hew  that  the 
prefence  of  the  fap  in  the  alburnous 
tubes,  during  that  part  of  the  year 
in  which  trees,  when  wounded, 
bleed  abundantly,  does  not  afford 
any  decifive  evidence  of  the  afcent 
of  the  fap  through  thofe  tubes. 

In  the  laft  fpring,  when  the  buds 
of  the  fycamore  firft  began  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  unfolding,  I  found  that 
the  fap  abounded  in  the  points  at 
the  annual  branches,  and  at  the  fame 
time  it  flowed  abundantly  from  in- 
cilions  made  into  the  alburnum  near 
the  root.  But  when  fimilar  inci- 
fions  were  made  at  the  diftance  of 
eight  or  ten  feet  from  the  ground, 
not  the  ieaft  moifture  flowed  ;  and 
the  tubes  of  the  alburnum  appeared 
to  contain  air  only.  I  alfo  obferved 
that  the  fap  flowed  as  abundantly 
from  the  upper  as  from  the  under 
fide  of  the  lower  incifions,  if  not 
more  abundantly,  and  fo  it  conti¬ 
nued  to  flow  to  the  end  of  the 
bleeding  feafon. 

The  fap  muft  therefore  have 
been,  by  fome  means,  thrown  into 
the  tubes  above  the  incifions,  for 
the  quantity  difcharged  from  them 
exceeded  more  than  a  hundred 
times  that  which  the  tubes  could 
have  contained  at  the  time  the 
incifions  were  made,  even  had  every 
tube  been  filled  to  the  extremity 
of  the  rnoft  diftant  branch.  And, 
as  it  has  been  {hewn  that  the  fap 
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can  pafs  up  when  all  the  alburnous 
tubes  are  interfered,  there  appears, 

I  think,  fufficient  evidence  that  it 
muft  in  this  cafe  have  been  raifed 
by  fome  other  agent  than  thofe 
tubes. 

Through  the  cellular  fubftance  I 
therefore  venture  to  conclude  that 
the  fap  afcends,  and  it  is  not,  I 
think,  difficult  to  conceive  that 
this  fubftance  may  give  the  im- 
pulfe  with  which  the  fap  is  known 
to  afcend  in  the  fpring.  I  have 
(hewn  that  the  bark  more  readily 
tranfmits  the  defcending  fap  to¬ 
wards  the  roots  than  towards  the 
points  of  the  branches  *  ;  and  if 
the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  albur¬ 
num  expand  and  contract,  and  be 
fo  organized  as  to  permit  the  fap 
to  efcape  more  eafily  upwards  from 
one  cell  to  another,  than  in  any 
other  direction,  it  will  be  readily 
impelled  to  the  extremities  of  the 
branches ;  and  I  have  fhewn  that 
the  ftatement,  fo  often  repeated  in 
the  writings  of  naturalifts,  of  a 
power  in  the  alburnum  to  tranfmit 
the  fap  with  equal  facility  in  oppo- 
flte  directions,  and  as  well  through 
inverted  cuttings  as  others,  is  to¬ 
tally  erroneous  +. 

If  the  fap  be  raifed  in  the  man¬ 
ner  I  have  fuggefted,  much  of  it 
will  probably  accumulate  in  the 
alburnum  in  the  fpring ;  becaufe 
the  powers  of  vegetable  life  are, 
at  that  period,  more  aCfive  than 
at  any  other  feafon  ;  and  the  leaves 
are  not  then  prepared  to  throw  ofif 
any  part  of  it  by  tranfpiration.  And 
the  cellular  fubftance,  being  then 
filled,  may  difcharge  a  part  of  its 
contents  into  the  alburnous  tubes, 
which  again  become  refervoirs,  and 
are  filled  to  a  greater  or  lefs  height, 

f  Ibid. 
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in  proportion  to  the  vigour  of  the 
tree,  and  the  Hate  of  the  foil  and 
feafon  ;  and  if  the  tubes  which  are 
thus  filled  be  divided,  the  fap  will 
flow  out  of  them,  and  the  tree  will 
be  faid  to  bleed.  But  as  foon  as 
the  leaves  are  unfolded,  and  begin 
to  execute  their  office,  the  fap  will 
be  drawn  from  its  refervoirs,  and 
the  tree  will  ceafe  to  bleed,  if 
wounded. 

The  alburnous  tubes  appear  to 
anfwer  another  purpofe  in  trees, 
and  to  be  analogous,  in  fome  de- 
gree,  in  their  effects,  to  the  cavi¬ 
ties  in  the  bones  of  animals  ;  by 
which  any  degree  of  ftrength,  that 
is  necelfary,  is  given  with  lefs  ex¬ 
penditure  of  materials,  or  the  in¬ 
cumbrance  of  unneceffary  weight  ; 
and  the  wood  of  many  different 
fpecies  of  trees  is  thus  made,  at  the 
fame  time,  very  light,  and  very 
ftrong,  the  rigid  vegetable  fibres 
being  placed  at  greater  diftances 
from  each  other  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  alburnous  tubes,  and  confe- 
quently  afting  with  greater  me¬ 
chanical  advantage  than  they  would 
if  placed  immediately  in  contact 
with  each  other. 

I  have  fhown  in  a  former  com¬ 
munication,  that  the  fpecific  gra¬ 
vity  of  the  fap  increafes  during  its 
afcent  in  the  fpring,  and  that  fac- 
charine  matter  is  generated,  which 
did  not  previously  exift  in  the 
alburnum,  nor  in  the  fap  as  it  rofe 
from  the  root ;  and  I  conceive  it 
not  to  be  improbable,  that  the  air 
contained  in  the  alburnous  tubes 
may  be  inftrumental  in  the  genera¬ 
tion  of  this  faccharine  matter. — 
For  I  difcovered,  in  the  laft  au¬ 
tumn,  that  much  air  is  abforbed, 
or  at  lead  difappears,  during  the 
procefs  of  grinding  apples  lor  the 
purgofe  of  making  cider,  and  that 


during  this  abforption  of  air,  the 
juice  of  acid  apples  becomes  very 
fweet,  and  acquires  many  degrees 
of  increafed  fpecific  gravity  ;  and 
a  fimilar  abforption  of  air,  with 
correfpondingeffeds,  is  well  known 
to  take  place  in  the  procefs  of 
malting. 

I  (hall  conclude  with  obferving, 
that  in  retracing  the  opinion  I  for¬ 
merly  entertained  refpe  fling  the 
afcent  of  the  fap  in  the  alburnous 
tubes,  1  do  not  mean  to  ret  raft 
any  opinion  that  I  have  given  in 
former  communications  refpefting 
the  fuhfequent  motion  of  the  fap 
through  the  central  veffels,  the 
leaves,  and  bark  ;  or  the  fubfequent 
junction  of  the  defcending  with 
the  afcending  current  in  the  albur¬ 
num.  Every  experiment  that  I 
have  made  has,  on  the  contrary, 
tended  to  confirm  my  former  con- 
clufions. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

T.  A.  Knight. 


On  the  Variegation  of  Plants.  In  a 
letter  to  Richard  Anthony  Sa- 
lilbury,  Efq.  F.R.S.  and  L.S. 
By  Thomas  Andrew  Knight, 
Efq.  F.R.S.  and  L.S. — Prom  the 
B  ranfad  ions  of  the  Linnean  So¬ 
ciety,  Vol.  V. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Though  variegated  plants  have 
long  occupied  the  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  gardener,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  peculiarities  which 
dillinguilh  them  have  much  attract¬ 
ed  the  attention  of  the  naturalill ; 
and  1  am  not  acquainted  with  any 
experiments  which  have  been  made, 
either  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  va¬ 
riegation,  or  the  effefls  produced 
by  it.  I  am  therefore  induced  to 

trouble 
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trouble  you  with  an  account  of  a 

j 

few  experiments  which  i  have 
made  on  one  fpecies  of  variegated 
plant,  from  which  I  obtained  an 
unexpended,  and  fomewhat  inte¬ 
rfiling  reful  r. 

There  is  a  kind  of  variegated 
vine,  well  known  to  gardeners, 
(the  Aleppo)  which  affords  varie¬ 
gated  leaves  and  fruit  ;  and  as  the 
grape,  though  fmal!,  poffeffes  a 
very  high  flavour,  and  much  rich- 
nefs,  I  w idled  to  obtain  fome  off- 
fpring  either  from  its  feeds  or 
farina,  with  the  hope  of  procuring 
berries  of  a  larger  fize,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  afcertaining  whether 
its  variegation  would  be  transferred 
to  the  offspring. 

With  this  objeft  in  view,  I  ex¬ 
tracted  the  immature  ffamina  of  the 
bloffoms  of  the  white  Chaffales, 
and  white  Frontignac  vines ;  and 
at  the  proper  fubfequent  period  I 
introduced  the  farina  of  the  Aleppo 
vine  :  from  this  experiment  I  ob¬ 
tained,  in  the  fucceeding  fpring, 
many  feedling  plants.  Thefe 
plants,  which  were  raifed  in  a  hot¬ 
bed,  prefen  ted  no  fingularity  of 
character  on  their  firft  appearance  ; 
but  early  in  the  fucceeding  fummer 
J  had  the  pleafure  to  obferve  purple 
flripes  in  the  feed  leaves  of  feveral 
of  them ;  and  in  the  autumn  the 
leaves  of  many  of  them  were  varie¬ 
gated.  I  did  not,  however,  ob¬ 
tain  a  fingle  plant  which  promifed 
to  produce,  or  has  fubfequently 
afforded,  either  coloured  fruit,  or 
coloured  leaves,  free  from  varie¬ 
gation. 

When,  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
introduced  the  farina  of  a  black, 
or  purple  grape,  into  the  bloffom 
of  a  white  one,  none  of  the  plants 
I  obtained  have  ever  been  varie¬ 
gated  ;  and  the  colour  of  the 
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leaves  and  fruit,  which  thefe  in 
the  firft  year  afforded,  indicated 
with  certainty  the  colour  of  all 
the  produce  of  fuch  varieties,  in 
whatever  foil  cuttings  taken  from 
them  were  fubfequently  planted. 
But  in  the  variegated  vines  the 
reful t  has  been  wholly  different  ; 
and  though  the  leaves  and  fruit, 
firft  produced  by  fome  of  them, 
contained  more  tinging  matter 
than  any  of  the  coloured  kinds, 
they  fubfequently  produced,  even 
on  the  fame  tree,  fome  bunches 
almoft  entirely  black,  others  per¬ 
fectly  white,  others  lead-coloured, 
with  flripes  of  white,  and  others 
white,  with  minute  black  flripes  ; 
and  grapes  of  ail  the  preceding 
colours  are  very  frequently  feen 
on  the  fame  clufter.  The  leaves 
are  alfo  fubjeft  to  the  fame  varia¬ 
tions,  and  the  colours  in  them  are 
in  fome  inftances  confined  to  the 
zipper ,  in  others  to  the  under  fur- 
face,  and  fometimes  extend  quite 
through  ;  and  both  the  leaves  and 
fruit  of  fome  of  the  branches  have 
become  permanently  colourlefs. 

It  appears  therefore  obvious, 
that  the  tinging  matter  of  varie¬ 
gated  grapes,  though  probably 
not  eftentially  different  from  that 
of  others,  is  differently  combined, 
and  united  to  the  plant;  and  as 
the  variegated  grape  afforded  off¬ 
spring  fimilar  to  itfelf,  and  none 
fimilar  to  other  vines,  which  per¬ 
manently  afford  coloured  fruit,  it 
may  be  confidently  inferred,  that 
the  nature  of  the  union  between 
the  tinging  matter  and  the  plant 
is  very  elfentially  different. 

All  the  variegated  plants  that 
I  obtained  from  the  farina  of  the 
Aleppo  vine,  are  not  only  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  difeafe  and  debi¬ 
ll  ry  of  every  kind,  but  many  of 

them 
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them  poffefs  a  more  than  ordinary- 
degree  of  hardinefs  and  vigour ; 
and  two  of  them  appear  much 
more  capable  of  affording  mature 
fruit,  in  the  climate  of  England, 
than  any  now  cultivated.  It  is, 
therefore,  fufficiently  evident,  that 
the  kind  of  variegation  which  I 
have  defcribed,  is  neither  the  off¬ 
spring  of,  nor  conne&ed  with, 
difeafe  or  debility  of  any  kind. 
But  the  fame  inference  muft  not 
be  drawn  refpedting  other  varie¬ 
gated  plants  ;  for  variegation  it- 
felf  appears  to  confift  of  feveral 
diftinft  kinds.  The  leaves  of  a 
variety  of  the  common  cabbage 
are  often  feen,  in  the  cottage-gar¬ 
den,  curioufly  tinged  with  diffe¬ 
rent  fhades  of  red  and  purple,  like 
the  leaves  of  the  vine  which  I 
have  defcribed  ;  but  in  the  cab¬ 
bage  thefe  colours  combine  and 
melt  into  each  other,  whereas  in 
the  vines  the  diftinft  colours  are 
feparated  by  well  defined  lines. 
The  colours  of  the  cabbage  are 
transferred  to  its  offspring,  which 
is  perfectly  hardy  and  vigorous. 

The  fpotted  lettuce  muft  alfo  be 
claffed  with  variegated  plants,  and 
the  offspring  of  this  is  as  hardy 
as  thofe  of  other  varieties  :  but 
the  moft  common  kind  of  varie¬ 
gation,  in  which  the  leaves  are 
varioufly  ftriped  with  white  and 
yellow,  though  not  the  offspring, 
as  fome  writers  have  imagined, 
of  difeafe,  is,  however,  clofely 
conneded  with  fome  degree  of 
debility  ;  poffibly  owing  to  the 
impeded  adion  of  light  on  all 
fuch  parts  of  the  leaves  as  are 
either  white  or  yellow.  For  1 
have  obferved,  that  variegated 
hollies  are  lefs  patient  of  fhade 


than  fuch  as  are  wholly  green  ; 
and  I  have  never  feen  any  plants, 
the  leaves  of  which  are  wholly 
white  or  yellow,  that  continued 
to  live  beyond  a  fingle  feafon.  A 
variegated  plant  of  the  rafpberry, 
which  fprang  from  feed  in  my 
garden,  became  wholly  white  in 
the  third  year;  but  it  perifhed  in 
the  fucceeding  winter,  and  I 
fhould  be  difpofed  to  conclude, 
that  plants  whofe  leaves  are 
wholly  white  or  yellow,  cannot 
long  furvive  ;  but  that  Duhamel  * 
has  defcribed  a  variety  of  the 
peach-tree,  of  which  he  fays, 
u  fon  bors,  fes  feuilles,  fes  fleurs, 
and  fon  fruit,  tant  exterieurement 
qu*  interieurement,  font  tout  a 
fait  blancs.”  This  variety  is  at 
prefent,  I  believe,  wholly  un¬ 
known  to  our  gardeners  ;  and  I 
fufped  that  it  was  always  a  de¬ 
bilitated  plant,  and  that  it  in  con- 
fequence  exifts  no  more. 

I  am,  &c. 

T.  A.  Knight. 


The  Mermaid  feen  on  the  coaft  of 
Caithnefs.  Letter  from  Mifs 
Mackay >,  daughter  of  the  Rev, 
David  Mackary,  Minifler  of 
Reay ,  to  Mifs  Innes  Dowager, 
of  Sandfde, 

Reay ,  Manfe ,  May  25,  I  809. 

Madam, 

To  eftablifh  the  truth  of  what 
has  hitherto  been  confidered  im¬ 
probable  and  fabulous,  muft  be  at 
all  times  a  difficult  talk,  and  I 
have  not  the  vanity  to  think  that 
my  teftimony  alone  would  be  fuf- 
licent  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  when 
to  this  is  added  that  of  four 


*  In  his  Treatife  on  Trees.  Article  Peach-Tree. 


others, 
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others,  I  hope  it  will  have  Tome 
effect  in  removing  the  doubts  of 
thofe,  who  may  fuppofe  that  the 
wonderful  appearance  I  reported 
having  feen  in  the  fea  on  the  12th 
of  January,  was  not  a  mermaid, 
but  fome  other  uncommon,  though 
lefs  remarkable,  inhabitant  of  the 
deep.  As  I  would  willingly  con¬ 
tribute  to  remove  the  doubt  of 
the  fceptical  on  this  fubjeft,  I  beg 
leave  to  ftate  to  you  the  following 
accounts,  after  premifing  that  my 
coufin,  whofe  name  is  affixed  along 
with  mine,  was  one  of  the  four 
witnefles  who  beheld  with  me  this 
uncommon  fpe<ftacle„ 

While  fhe  and  I  were  walking 
by  the  fea-fhore,  on  the  1 2th  of 
January,  about  noon,  our  atten¬ 
tion  was  attracted  by  feeing  three 
people  who  were  on  a  rock  at 
fome  diftance,  (hewing  ligns  of 
terror  and  aftonifhment  at  fome- 
thing  they  faw  in  the  water  ;  on 
approaching  them,  we  diftinguiftted 
that  the  object  of  their  wonder 
was  a  face  refembling  the  human 
countenance,  which  appeared  float¬ 
ing  on  the  waves!  At  that  time 
nothin?  but  the  face  was  vifible. 

O 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve, 
before  I  proceed  farther,  that  the 
face,  throat,  and  arms,  are  all  I 
can  attempt  to  defcribe,  all  our 
endeavours  to  difcover  the  ap¬ 
pearance  and  pofidon  of  the  body 
being  unavailing.  The  fea  at 
that  time  ran  very  high,  and  as 
the  waves  advanced,  the  mermaid 
gently  funk  under  them,  and  after¬ 
wards  re-appeared. 

The  face  feemed  plump  and 
round,  the  eyes  and  nofe  were 
fmall,  the  former  were  of  a  light 
grey  colour,  and  the  mouth  was 
large,  and  from  the  fhape  of  the 
jaw-bone,  which  feemed  ftraighr. 
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the  face  looked  (hort  ;  as  to  the 
inflde  of  the  mouth  I  can  fay 
nothing,  not  having  attended  to 
it,  though  fometimes  open.  The 
head  was  exceedingly  round,  the 
hair  thick  and  long,  of  a  green 
oily  call:,  and  appeared  trouble- 
fome  to  it,  the  waves  generally 
throwing  it  down  over  the  face, 
it  feemed  to  feel  the  annoyance, 
and,  as  the  waves  retreated,  with 
both  its  hands  frequently  threw 
back  the  hair,  and  rubbed  its 
throat,  as  if  to  remove  any  foiling 
it  might  have  received  from  it. 
The  throat  was  (lender,  fmooth, 
and  white  ;  we  did  not  think  to 
obferve  whether  it  had  elbows, 
but,  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
ufed  its  arms,  I  muft  conclude 
that  it  had.  The  arms  were  very 
long  and  (lender,  as  were  the 
hands  and  fingers,  the  latter  were 
not  webbed.  The  arms,  one  of 
them  at  leak,  was  frequently  ex¬ 
tended  over  its  head,  as  if  to 
frighten  a  bird  that  hovered  over 
it,  and  feemed  to  diftrefs  it  much  ; 
when  that  had  no  effect,  it  fome¬ 
times  turned  quite  round  feveral 
times  fucceffively.  At  a  little 
difiance  we  obferved  a  feal.  It 
fometimes  laid  its  right  hand  un¬ 
der  its  cheek,  and  in  this  pofition 
floated  for  fome  time.  We  faw 
nothing  like  hair  or  fcales  on  any 
part  of  it,  indeed  the  fmoothnefs 
of  the  (kin  particularly  caught 
our  attention.  The  time  it  was 
difcernible  to  us  was  about  an 
hour.  The  fun  was  fhining  clearly 
at  the  time;  it  was  diftant  from 
us  a  few  yards  only.  Thefe  are 
the  few  obfervations  made  by  us 
during  the  appearance  of  this 
ft  range  phenomenon. 

If  they  afford  you  any  fatisfac- 
tion,  1  (hall  be  particularly  happy  ; 

I  have 
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I  have  ftated  nothing  but  what  I 
clearly  recolledt  ;  as  my  coufrn 
and  I  had  frequently,  previous  to 
this  period,  combated  an  afiertion, 
which  is  very  common  among  the 
lower  clafs  here,  that  mermaids 
had  been  frequently  feen  on  this 
coafi,  our  evidence  cannot  be 
thought  biafled  by  any  former 
prejudice  in  favour  of  the  exigence 
of  this  wonderful  creature. 

To  contribute  in  any  degree  to 
your  pleafure  or  amufement,  will 
add  to  the  happinefs  of,  Madam, 
Your  greatly  obliged, 

(Signed)  Eliz.  Mackat. 

C.  Mackenzie. 


Letter  from  Mr.  William  Munro, 

Schoclmafery  of  Lhurfo ,  to  Dr. 

1  'orrencey  ref pe  ding  a  Mermaid 3 
feen  by  hi?n  J'ome  Tears  ago, 

Thurfoy  June  9,  i  809-. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  queries  refpe&Ing  the 
mermaid  are  before  me.  From 
the  general  fcepticifm  which  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  learned  and  in¬ 
telligent  about  the  exigence  of 
fuch  a  phenomenon,  had  not  your 
character  and  real  defire  for  in- 
veftigation  been  too  well  known 
to  me,  for  fuppofing  that  you 
wifhed  to  have  a  fertile  imagi¬ 
nation  indulged  by  a  fubjeft  of 
merriment,  I  would  have  been 
difpofecl  to  have  concluded,  that 
in  this  inftance  you  aimed  at  be¬ 
ing  ranked  among  the  laughing 
philofophers,  at  my  expence.  Sen¬ 
sible,  however,  that  this  is  not  the 
cafe,  and  taking  it  for  granted 
that  you  are  fincere,  I  (hall  en¬ 
deavour  to  anfwer  your  queries, 
though  there  is  little  probability 
that  any  teflimony  which  X  can 


give  refpeCling  the  mermaid,  will 
operate  towards  convincing  thofe 
who  have  not  hitherto  been  eon-* 
vinced  by  the  repeated  teftimo- 
nies  adduced  in  fupport  of  the 
exifteoce  of  fuch  an  appearance. 
About  twelve  years  ago,  when  I 
was  parochial  fchoolmafler  at 
Reay,  in  the  courfe  of  my  walk¬ 
ing  on  the  fhore  of  Sandfide  bay, 
being  a  fine  warm  day  in  fummer, 

I  was  induced  to  extend  my  walk 
towards  Sandfide  head,  when  my 
attention  was  afrefted  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  figure,  refembling 
an  unclothed  human  female,  fitting 
upon  a  rock  extending  into  the 
fea,  and  apparently  in  the  action 
of  combing  its  hair,  which  flowed 
around  its  (boulders,  and  of  a 
light  brown  colour.  The  refem- 
blance  which  the  figure  bore  to 
its  prototype,  in  all  its  vifible 
parts,  was  fo  firiking,  that  had 
not  the  rock  On  which  it  was 
fitting  been  dangerous  for  bathing, 

I  would  have  been  conftrained  to 
have  regarded  it  as  really  an  hu¬ 
man  form,  and  to  any  eye  unac- 
cufiomed  to  the  fituation,  it  mull 
have  undoubtedly  appeared  as 
fuch.  The  head  was  covered  with 
hair  of  the  colour  above  men¬ 
tioned,  and  (haded  on  the  crown, 
the  forehead  round,  the  face 
plump,  the  cheeks  ruddy,  the  eyes 
blue,  the  mouth  and  lips  of  a: 
natural  form,  refembling  thofe  of 
a  man  j  the  teeth  X  could  not  dif- 
cover,  as  the  mouth  was  fhut  ; 
the  breaks  and  abdomen,  the  arms 
and  fingers,  of  the  iize  of  a  full- 
grown  body  of  the  human  fpecies  ; 
the  fingers,  from  the  adtion  in 
which  the  hands  were  employed,, ■ 
did  not  appear  to  be  webbed,  but 
as  to  this  X  am  not  pofilive.  It 
remained  on  the  rock  three  or 
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four  minutes  after  I  obferved  it, 
and  was  exercifed  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  in  combing  its  hair,  which 
was  long  and  thick,  and  of  which 
it  appeared  to  be  proud,  and  then 
dropping  into  the  fea,  which  was 
level  with  the  abdomen,  from 
whence  it  did  not  re-appear  to  me. 
I  had  a  diftinft  view  of  its  fea¬ 
tures,  being  at  no  great  diftance 
on  an  eminence  above  the  rock, 
on  which  it  was  fitting,  and  the 
fun  brightly  fhining.  Imme¬ 
diately  before  its  getting  into  its 
natural  element,  it  feemed  to  have 
obferved  me,  as  the  eyes  were 
directed  towards  the  eminence  on 
which  I  {food.  It  may  be  ne- 
ceifary  to  remark,  that,  previous 
to  the  period  I  beheld  this  objedl, 
I  had  heard  it  frequently  reported 
by  feveral  perfons,  and  fome  of 
them  perfons  whofe  veracity  I 
never  heard  difputed,  that  they 
had  feen  fuch  a  phenomenon  as  I 
have  defcribed,  though  then,  like 
many  others,  I  was  not  difpofed 
to  credit  their  teftimony  on  this 
fubjeft.  I  can  fay  of  a  truth, 
that  it  was  only  by  feeing  the 
phenomenon  I  was  perfectly  con¬ 
vinced  of  its  exigence. 

If  the  above  narrative  can  in 
any  degree  be  fubfervient  towards 
eftablifhing  the  exiftence  of  a  phe¬ 
nomenon,  hitherto  almoft  incredi¬ 
ble  to  naturalifts,  or  to  remove 
the  fcepticifm  of  others,  who  are 
ready  to  difpute  every  thing 
which  they  cannot  fully  compre¬ 
hend,  you  are  welcome  to  it,  from, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moil  obliged, 

And  molt  humble  fervant, 

William  Munro. 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX.  New  S 


Report  of  an  Excurjlon  to  the  Dia* » 

mond  Mines  at  Mall ans  illy ,  by 

Dr.  B.  Hey  ne . 

From  the  FranJ 'actions  of  the  Society 
of  Arts,  &c.  Vol.  XXVII. 

Eight  cofs,  W.  S.  W.  from  EL 
lore  is  a  village,  called  Malla- 
villy,  belonging  to  the  nizam,  and 
another  two  cofs  from  it,  where 
diamonds  in  former  times,  I  was 
told,  had  been  found.  Depending 
folely  upon  this,  I  determined  to 
vifit  thefe  villages,  flattering  my- 
fell  with  nothing  more  than  to 
find  an  old  man  in  one  of  them, 
from  whom  fome  information 
might  be  collected.  It  was  in 
the  night  of  the  25th  of  May, 
1795,  wken  I  fet  out  from  El- 
lore,  and  at  day-break  I  found 
myfelf  in  that  village,  clofe  to  the 
hills,  and  on  all  fides  furrounded 
with  jungle.  In  expectation  of 
difcovering  fome  Angularity  on 
the  ground  about  me,  I  call  my 
eyes  upon  it  the  very  moment  my 
palanqueen  flopped,  but  found  that 
it  was  of  a  kind  very  common, 
viz.  red  fand  and  gravel.  Upon 
enquiring  after  the  former  dia¬ 
mond  mines,  I  was  deflred  to 
wait  a  little  time,  if  I  pleafed, 
and  go  along  with  the  miners  to 
thofe  places  which  they  were 
working.  How  fatisfacftory  and 
pleafing  this  anfwer  muft  have 
been  to  me,  who  had  made  a  lour 
of  almoft  100  miles,  expecting  to 
fee  nothing  more  than  the  remains 
of  former  luckier  times,  will  be 
imagined  only  by  an  amateur  of 
a  fcience  who  once  had  been 
agreeably  furprifed  in  the  fame 
manner.  My  impatience  to  view 
thofe  remarkable  places  did  not 
give  me  reft  ;  I  engaged,  there- 
ies.  [3  £  ]  fore. 
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fore,  a  little  boy  to  fhow  me  the 
road  to  them,  before  1  perceived 
the  labourers  collefting,  by  whom, 
however,  I  found  mvfelf  foon  un- 
der  taken. 

Whether  it  was  from  appre- 
henfions  they  came  earlier  than 
lifual,  or  if  it  was  the  proper  time 
to  commence  working,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  fay  ;  men,  women,  and 
children,  made  a  group  altogether 
of  perhaps  forty  in  number.  They 
behaved  very  civilly,  and  enter¬ 
tained  me,  during  our  progrefs, 
with  pointing  out  the  fortune  that 
might  be  made,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,,  by  invefting  fome  thoufand 
pagodas  in  working  thefe  mines. 
From  them  I  heard,  alfo,  that  it 
is  at  the  nizam’s  own  hazard  that 
thefe  mines  have  been  worked  for 
many  years  paft ;  though  every 
body  is  allowed  to  try  his  fortune, 
provided  he  takes  a  permit  from 
,  the  muzmadar  and  defpondiahs  of 
the  diftrift,  to  whom  he  has  to 
pay  monthly  half  a  rupee,  and  as 
much  to  the  nizam’s  tannadar,  for 
every  man  who  is  employed  in 
working  the  mines.  Nothing  is 
paid  to  the  nizam  himfelf  for  the 
licence,  but  he  referves  a  claim 
to  all  diamonds  exceeding  the 
weight  of  a  pagoda,  which  is 
i  2- 1 3  carat;  but  thefe  they  meet 
with  fo  feldom,  that  he  and  other 
fovereigns  do  not  certainly  referve 
the  privilege,  in  order  that  the 
price  of  the  article  may  not  fall. 
The  nizam,  I  underftand,  enjoys 
that  prerogative  every  where  in 
the  circars  where  diamonds  are 
or  might  be  found.  We  con¬ 
vened  on  fuch  fubjetts  till  our 
arrival  at  the  mine.  It  lies  half 
a  mile  to  the  weftward  from  the 
village,  and  nearer  to  it  than  any 
of  the  older,  all  of  which  are  con¬ 


centrated  in  a  kind  of  femicircalar 
bafon,  formed  by  hills,  which  en- 
compafs  it  from  the  north,  weft, 
and  fouth,  and  on  the  opening  of 
which  to  the  eaft  is  fituated 
the  village  of  Mallavilly.  The 
tranfverfal  fe&ion  of  the  femi- 
circle  here,  may  be  computed  to 
be  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  I 
did  not  ft  ay  long  enough  to  as¬ 
certain  what  kind  of  ftones  thofe 
hills  exhibited,  but,  according  to 
what  is  commonly  found  in  this 
part  of  the  globe,  they  moftly 
confift  of  rocks  of  a  coarfe  kind  of 
granite,  of  a  recent  or  fecondary 
formation. 

The  ftones  which  lie  difperfed 
in  the  village,  roads,  and  fields, 
are  in  a  greater  quantity  than  in 
other  villages  hereabout,  and  are 
probably  dug  up  from  the  mines, 
and  fcattered  about  by  accident. 
They  are  quite  of  the  fame  kind 
as  thofe  found  in  the  mines,  of 
which  I  fhall  explain  hereafter. 
I  could  not  obferve  any  particu¬ 
larity  taking  place  in  the  produ&s 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  The 
jungle  thereabout  confifted  of 
Ihrubs  that  may  be  found  in  all 
thofe  of  a  fandy  foil  in  the  north¬ 
ern  circars. 

The  mines,  if  I  may  call  them 
fo,  are  large  cavities,  various  in 
their  breadth,  but  in  general  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  feet  broad,  and 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  deep, 
all  the  fides  being  like  walls  cut 
perpendicular  and  fmooth.  The 
people,  from  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  and  of  both  fexes,  are 
working  here,  and  are  allowed 
three  feers  of  joonaloo  every  day 
for  each  man,  befides  one  and  a 
half  rupee  per  month.  The  men 
dig  the  ground  with  long  iron 
crows,  and  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  earry  bafkets  upon  their 
heads  of  the  feveral  ftrata  of  earth 
allotted  to  each  fort,  which  gives 
thofe  works  at  a  diftance  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fmall  fortifications. 

The  earth  of  the  ftratum  in 
which  the  diamonds  are  found, 
they  keep  in  a  place  environed 
with  ftone  half  way  up,  reckoned 
from  the  bottom  of  the  mines  to 
the  furface  of  the  little  hillocks 
thrown  up,  from  whence  they 
carry  it  to  another,  in  common 
the  higheft  and  lighted  place, 
when  they  have  enough  to  com¬ 
mence  walking  and  fcrutinizing 
it*  At  thefe  places  one  or  two  of 
the  nizanTs  peons  are  conftantly 
attending. 

To  lay  out  money  in  this  kind 
of  purfuit  feems  to  be  a  very  pre¬ 
carious  thing ;  many  have  loft, 
and  others  would  have  experienced 
the  fame,  if  they  had  not  the 
means  to  go  on  till  they  were  re- 
imburfed,  and  then  they  wifely 
flopped . 

The  nizam  is  faid  not  to  have 
met  with  any  lofs  of  late  ;  and 
that  efpecially  laft  year  he  had 
been  very  lucky,  for  feveral  dia¬ 
monds  were  found  which  were 
valued  at  2000  pagodas  each.  He 
certainly  defer ved  it,  were  it  only 
for  the  good  he  did  during  the 
late  famine,  when  he  not  only  did 
not  give  up  this  bufinefs,  (expen- 
live  and  lofing  as  the  concern  was) 
but  rather  increafed  the  number 
of  labourers.  This  account,  how¬ 
ever,  I  have  from  none  but  the 
labourers,  who  find  it,  very  like¬ 
ly,  advifable  to  extol  the  bounty 
of  their  fovereign  rather  than  to 
fpeak  truth. 

This  and  many  other  intereft- 
ing,  though  trivial  circumftances, 
are  fpoken  of  with  more  precifion 
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in  common  con  variation  than  I 
find  myfelf  able  to  defcribe  here. 
I  (hall  now  venture  on  a  fubje<A, 
which  by  many  travellers  has 
been  overlooked,  and  in  general 
fcarcely  as  yet  has  been  attended 
to,  and  which  alone  eaufed  my 
refolution  of  going  there,  namely 
to  fee  the  feveral  ftrata  of  earth, 
which  cover  the  diamond  beds, 
and  the  latter  itfelf. 

For  inftru&ion  on  that  head, 
and  efpecially  to  form  fome  judg 
ment  by  comparing  thofe  at  Mai- 
lavilly  with  others,  I  coqfulted 
in  vain  the  writings  of  learned 
travellers.  Entertaining  and  cu¬ 
rious  accounts  of  the  value  of 
diamonds  at  thofe  places,  &c.  were 
all  I  could  collect  from  them.  In 
fad,  many  of  them  fpeak  as  if 
they  never  had  been  there,  and 
had  entirely  depended  on  the  in¬ 
formation  received  from  the  na¬ 
tives,  who,  we  know,  in  order 
to  pleafe,  and  flatter  the  judgment 
of  the  querifts,  will  model  their 

anfwers  accordingly. 

***** 

The  firft  ftratum,  as  above  ob- 
ferved,  is  compofed  of  a  red  Tandy 
gravel,  and  a  little  clay.  Its 
thicknefs  in  common  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  above  one,  or  one  and  a  half 
foot.  It  has  been  formed,  pro¬ 
bably,  by  the  wafting  of  the 
granite  and  other  ftones,  of  which 
the  neareft  hills  feem  to  confift, 
which  muft  yield,  as  every  thing 
exifting  does,  to  the  common  de¬ 
ft  r  oyer  time. 

The  heavy  rains  by  which  they 
are  conftantly  deftroyed  are  able 
alfo  to  remove  them  in  this  re¬ 
duced  ftate  to  a  lower  place.  The 
fand  is  carried  down  by  the  fame 
agent,  and  thus  found,  in  length 
of  time,  undifturbcd  by  the  plough. 
[3  L  2 ]  The 
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The  next  liratum  confiHs  of 
black,  loamy  earth,  with  mixture 
of  a  little  gravel,  which,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  conjecture,  was 
formed  at  a  period  when  the  na¬ 
tives  were  mere  cultivators,  and 
unacquainted  with  the  treafures 
that  were  hid  in  the  bowels  ol 
the  ground.  This  I  am  led  to 
believe,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity 
of  large  {tones  in  this  liratum. 
It  is  three  feet  thick,  and  more  in  ■ 
fame  places. 

The  third  liratum  fucceedsng 
to  the  former,  and  almoft  of  the 
fame  thicknefs,  is  widely  different 
in  its  compofition.  It  is  a  clayifh 
earth,  loofely  mixed  together,  and 
half  indurated  calcareous  earth, 
both  in  fmall  lumps.  In  point  of 
quantity  the  former  is  the  pre¬ 
vailing1.  This  covers  the  fourth 
and  thickeft  liratum  of  all,  with 
which  it  agrees  in  its  ingredients, 
eompofed  alfo  of  clay  and  chalk  ; 
but  in  various  places  in  different 
proportions.  Its  component  parts 
are  more  intimately  mixed  than 
that  of  the  former,  and  it  partakes 
more  of  the  chalk.  The  miners 
divide  it  into  three  different  11  ra- 
tums,  attending  by  doing  this 
chiefly  to  the  colour,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  appeared  to  me  fo  infigni- 
ficant  in  its  variation,  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  any  particular  notice. 
Had  I  underHood  their  language 
better,  I  might,  perhaps,  have 
found  even  their  affertions  on  this 
fubjeCl  of  more  importance.  From 
the  middle  of  this  liratum  down¬ 
wards  I  obferved  many  difperfed 
Hones  of  a  rounded  form,  from 
half  to  one  foot  in  diameter,  and 
fome  of  them  incrufted  with  aq 
©chreous  matter.  I  cannot  ven¬ 
ture  a  conjeClure  on  the  mode  in 
which  this  liratum,  and  the  others 


in  which  calcareous  earth  is  a 
component  part,  might  have  been' 
produced,  as  it  is  Hill  very  du¬ 
bious  if  this  kind  of  earth  be  the 
primitive,  or  one  produced  by 
animal  deftruflion.  In  this  par¬ 
ticular  inftance  it  may  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  that  no  traces,  either 
of  Ihells,  or  of  any  other  fea-pro- 
duTs,  are  difcoverable,  which 
might  ferve  to  confirm  the  favou¬ 
rite  idea  of  fome  of  the  learned. 

At  many  other  places  in  this 
part  of  the  country  calcareous* 
earth  may  be  found  in  abundance 
at  a  certain  depth  ;  and  always, 
as  I  have  obferved,  without  the 
leaft  fign  that  could  give  fuflieient 
reafon  to  trace  its  origin  from  a 
deluvian  period.  It  defer  ves, 
however,  on  this  and  on  other 
accounts,  to  be  afeertained  if  thofe 
ftrata  of  calcareous  compofition 
continue  their  courfe  under  thofe 
huge  maffes  of  granite  and  lilicious 
Hones,  which  conHitute  the  hills 
of  thefe  countries,  and  which,  in¬ 
deed,  may  be  fuppofed,  as  they 
are  near  and  almoH  at  the  foot 
of  them.  If  this  fhould  be  the 
cafe,  it  would  ir.controvertibly 
evince  the  feniority  of  the  cal¬ 
careous  earth  to  that  of  others. 

The  hills  of  the  northern  cir- 
cars  exhibit  many  fpecimens  of 
very  fine  calcareous  Hones,  and 
farther  to  the  northward,  I  am 
informed,  hills  are  found,  confin¬ 
ing  entirely  of  a  fort  of  marble. 
The  apragum  and  hiHraprogum  of 
the  Gentoos  and  Tamuls,  that 
likewife  are  collected  in  fome 
places  amongH  the  hills,  regularly 
and  irregularly  chryHallized,  in 
common  femi-tranfparent,  are  no¬ 
thing  but  a  gypfeous  fpar  ;  burnt 
like  lime-Hone,  it  falls  to  a  very 
fine  powder  that  does  not  effer- 
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*vefce  with  acids,  & c.  It  is  ad- 
miniftered  by  the  natives  in  all 
kind  of  gonorrhoeas,  or  in  diforders 
to  which  the  dift'olute  part  of  them 
are  too  frequently  expofed.  An¬ 
other  fort  of  Hone  very  common 
on  the  hills,  and  forming  often 
veins  fetting  through  the  main 
rock  of  granite,  is,  if  I  may  call 
it  fo,  a  micaceous  fpar.  It  is 
harfh  and  dry,  with  a  fmooth 
yellowilh- white  Alining  furface 
and  fradure,  breaks  often  in  large 
fquares,  with  (harp  angles.  When 
beaten  with  a  hammer  it  is  found 
to  confift  of  horizontal  lamellas, 
or  fcales  of  micaceous  appearance. 
Coloured  mica,  and  efpecially 
black,  I  have  found  in  pretty  large 
pieces. 

Want  of  inftruments,  efpecially 
an  earth-borer,  has  prevented  me 
from  fcrutinizing  the  different  ftra- 
ta  about  Samulcotah.  At  fome 
places,  where  deep  holes  had  been 
made  into  the  ground,  I  found 
thick  layers  of  indurated  clay, 
impregnated  with  ochre.  Few 
other  enquiries  would  be  attended 
with  more  material  confequence 
to  the  country  and  its  mailers, 
than  fuch  as  tend  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  different  kinds 
of  earth  and  flrata  in  their  poffef- 
fions. 

It  would  lead  by  analogous  con- 
clufions  to  many  difcoveries  in 
mineralogy,  which,  if  advanta¬ 
geous,  rnuft  be  highly  fatisfa&ory 
to  [every  friend  of  man,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  univerfal  benefit 
which  may  be  derived  further ; 
for,  unfortunately,  many  other 
difcoveries  are  in  the  fame  degree 
detrimental  to  the  fubjecds,  as 
they  are  beneficial  to  the  fupe- 
riors. 

for  this  djgreffion,  I  mu  ft  beg 
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the  reader’s  pardon.  It  feems,  at 
all  events,  for  many  reafons,  not 
to  belong  to  the  fubjed,  or  it 
might  have  been  retained  with 
convenience  till  the  next  ftratum 
had  been  treated  of ;  but  then,  I 
thought,  many  other  objects  would 
ofFer  themfelves  to  our  imagina¬ 
tion,  from  which  the  mind  ought 
not  to  be  feduced  by  lefs  intereft- 
ing  ones. 

The  next  ftratum  is  that  in 
which  the  diamonds  are  found.  It 
is  nearly  of  the  fame  compofttion 
as  the  former,  with  the  difference 
only  of  containing  a  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  yellow  clay.  The  ingre¬ 
dients  are  nearly  in  the  following 
proportion  to  each  other.  This, 
however,  cannot  be  depended  upon, 
as  its  accuracy  was  the  refult  of 
one  experiment  only,  which  I  was 
prevented  repeating,  by  the  fmall 
quantity  of  the  fpecimen  I  was 
able  to  carry  off  from  the  mines, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  I 
wifhed  to  preferve  for  more  ex¬ 
perienced  and  learned  infpedUon, 

I  would  have  gladly  feized  a  « 
greater  quantity,  and  paid  for  it, 
if  the  firft  could  have  been  done 
with  propriety,  and  the  latter 
with  the  confent  of,  and  without 
expofing  the  overfeers  to  a  great 
rifk. 

This  ftratum  is  from  three  to 
four  feet  thick,  and  conftantly 
moift,  owing  to  the  water  which 
lodges  in  it,  which  probably  is 
accelfary,  or  highly  requifite  to 
the  formation,  let  us  call  it  the 
chryftallization,  of  the  precious 
gems ;  much  water  is  colledled  at 
the  bottom  of  the  mines. 

A  great  number  of  fmall  rounded 
ftones  enter  the  mixture  of  the 
other  ingredients  of  this  ftratum. 
Thefe,  the  miners  call  the  mother 

[3  L  3]  (matrix) 
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(matrix)  of  the  diamonds,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  having  ohferved  the 
diamonds  in  general  attached  to 
them.  Thefe  ftones  are  not  dif- 
coverable  in  any  other  ftrata,  and, 
as  above  defcribed,  larger  ftones 
are  not  to  be  met  with  here. 
They  are,  however,  what  might 
have  been  expected,  not  of  one 
kind  or  form,  fome  being  little 
elfe  than  an  indurated  lamellated 
ochrous  clay  ;  others  a  bole  of  the 
fineft  fort,  others,  again,  a  com¬ 
pound  of  filicious  particles  and 
ochre,  which  feem  to  be  cemented 
together  with  clay.  In  one  of 
the  latter  fort  I  found  fome  mi¬ 
caceous  particles,  that  had  quite 
the  appearance  of  gold  leaf. 

As  far  as  my  mineralogy  goes, 
in  all  the  countries  where  dia¬ 
monds  are  found,  volcanoes,  or 
even  the  traces  of  them,  are  not 
to  be  met  with  ;  and,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  in  other  tracts  of  land 
produced  apparently  by  thofe  vio¬ 
lent  eruptions,  no  gems  of  this 
kind  ever  have  been  difcovered. 

What  has  been  faid  hitherto, 
is  the  refult  of  ocular  obfervations, 
or  authority,  and  I  fhould  be 
happy  to  continue  fpeaking  in  the 
fame  ftrain  throughout  the  whole ; 
but  all  thofe  fubjedts  which  have 
not  been  touched  on  as  yet,  I  was 
prevented  fubje&ing  to  that  kind 
of  enquiry  which  alone  can  be  de¬ 
pended  upon. 

Firft  of  all,  I  came  feveral  days 
too  foon  for  the  lad  operation, 
that  of  feparating  the  diamonds 
from  the  earth ;  and  confidered 
it  rather  uncertain  and  unadvifable 
to  wait  at  that  place,  in  order  to 
obferve  their  mode  of  proceeding 
in  that  particular  bufinefs.  I 
made,  therefore,  all  pofiible  en¬ 


quiries  concerning  it,  the  refult 
of  which  1  beg  leave  to  relate  in 
as  few  words  as  pofiible.  The 
walhing-place,  as  already  obferv- 
ed,  is  on  the  higheft  place  of  the 
mine,  where  light  may  be  had 
from  all  fides.  To  this  they 
bring  the  earth,  and  put  it  into 
a  kind  of  fquare  vat,  knocked  up 
in  hafte  with  fome  ftones  put  upon 
each  other.  This  place  itfelf  is 
fcarcely  ten  feet  fquare,  and  three 
feet  deep,  and  is  the  molt  elevated 
part  of  the  whole.  They  put 
fome  water  upon  the  earth,  and 
reduce  the  larger  pieces  by  break¬ 
ing  them  with  ftones.  From 
thence  the  mafs  is  carried  to  a 
lower  fquare  place,  where  it  is 
fpread  fomewhat  thin.  The  la¬ 
bourers  are  then  ordered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  one  line,  and  in  a  direc¬ 
tion  to  have  the  funfhine  on  their 
faces,  two  feet  afunder  from  each 
other ;  there  they  turn  up  every 
ftone,  hold  it  up  to  their  eyes, 
when  it  has  a  whitifti  dear  colour, 
and  even  pretend  that  with  their 
feet  they  are  able  to  diftinguifti 
the  diamonds  from  other  ftones, 
and  this  particularly  by  their 
rounded  form. 

The  diamonds  are  to  be  de¬ 
livered  immediately  by  the  finder 
to  the  attending  perfon,  who  has 
to  fend  them  to  the  tannadar,  who, 
in  order  to  encourage  the  people 
to  be  attentive,  feldom  fails  to 
give  them  fmall  prefents  of  a  piece 
of  cloth,  worth  a  rupee,  or  a  gold 
ring  about  their  hands,  of  eight 
or  ten  pagodas  value.  The  latter 
is  the  premium  for  bringing  a 
clear  ftone,  without  fpots,  equal  to 
the  weight  of  a  pagoda. 

I  am  unable  to  fay  any  thing 
fatisfadory  of  the  form,  luftre, 
and  value  of  the  gems  at  Malla- 
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villy.  If  the  miners  could  be 
believed,  they  are  found  angular 
as  well  as  rounded,  but  of  how 
many  fides  and  angles,  whether  of 
eight  or  twelve,  I  was  unable  to 
afcertain.  It  (hould  appear,  from 
their  affertions,  that  the  diamonds 
are  not  incruftated,  as  they  are 
faid  to  be  found  in  other  mines. 
Lefs  information,  and  indeed  none, 
could  I  colled  of  the  rubies  that 
occur  now  and  then  in  the  fame 
mines.  Thefe  being  found  in  the 
fame  matrix  with  the  diamonds, 
give  us  reafon  to  think  that  they, 
with  all  obvious  differences  about 
them,  muft  be  near  related  to  the 
diamonds,  and  the  ingredients  to 
be  the  fame,  with  the  difference 
only  of  various  proportions.  The 
analyfis  fhews,  that  calcareous  mat¬ 
ter  enters  into  their  compofition, 
though  in  a  fmall  proportion. 


Account  of  the  Wheat  Moths  or  Vir¬ 
ginia  Fly ;  as  it  appeared  in 
France  in  the  Year  1755,  and 

* which  damaged  the  grain  in  the 
Towonjhip  of  Lower  Dublius  in 
the  harnjef  of  1802,  1803  and 
1 804.  From  the  Letters  and 
Papers  of  the  Bath  and  Wejl  of 
England  Society , 

THE  inhabitants  of  a  confider* * 
able  part  of  the  province  of  Angou- 
mois,  in  France,  had  for  a  period 
of  thirty  years  fuftained  an  im- 
menfe  lofs  by  the  ravages  of  this 
infed.  It  appeared  at  firft  only 
in  a  few  hamlets,  but  foon  made  fo 
rapid  a  progrefs  as  to  fpread  to  the 
lands  of  upward  of  two  hundred 
parifhes.  In  the  year  177  5, 
Mefsrs.  Duhamel  and  Tillet  were 
deputed  by  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
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ences  at  Paris,  of  which  they  were 
members,  to  enquire  into  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  infed,  and  the  means 
of  preventing  and  curing  the  dread¬ 
ful  calamity  occafioned  thereby. 
The  defcription  given  of  it  by 
thefe  gentlemen  is  fo  minute  and 
particular,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubt  of  its  being  the  fame  we 
have  in  America.  It  refernbles 
the  moth  which  preys  upon  wool¬ 
len  clothes,  and  is  of  the  clafs  of 
four-winged  phaletue  or  night  but¬ 
terflies.  In  this  ftate,  however, 
they  do  not  take  any  food,  nor  do 
they  deftroy  the  grain  during  that 
time,  for  they  have  not  organs 
capable  of  doing  the  leaft  injury. 
Their  only  fundion  then  is  to 
propagate  their  fpecies.  They 
couple  in  the  manner  of  the  lilk- 
worm  butterfly ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  female  is  impregnated,  Ihe 
lays  her  eggs  in  great  numbers,  in 
heaps  of  fixty,  eighty,  or  ninety 
together.  They  are  accompanied 
with  a  vifcous  matter  which  makes 
them  flick  to  the  places  they  are 
laid  in,  and  this  coheflon  foon  be¬ 
comes  very  ftrong.  They  are  fo 
extremely  fmall  that  one  of  them 
would  drop  through  a  hole  made 
in  a  bit  of  paper  with  the  point  of 
the  fineft  needle.  The  female  but¬ 
terflies  which  are  upon  the  ears  of 
grain  in  a  field,  endeavour  to  place 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
lay  their  eggs  clofe  to  the  joining 
of  the  grain  to  the  ftalk.  In  fix 
or  feven  days  each  of  them  produ¬ 
ces  a  caterpillar,  in  appearance 
like  a  bit  of  hair  about  the  twenti¬ 
eth  part  of  an  inch  long,  at  firfl 
reddilh,  but  afterwards  almoft 
white.  As  foon  as  the  caterpillars 
are  hatched,  they  fet  about  making 
their  way  into  the  grain,  in  order 
to  feed  upon  its  flour.  If  the  eggs 
[3  £  4]  have 
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have  been  laid  in  the  granary  after 
harveft,  and  upon  the  grains  them- 
felves,  they  generally  creep  into 
the  furrow  of  the  wheat  and  there 
weave  a  flight  web.  They  then 
tear  a  hole  in  the  {kin  or  rind, 
range  round  them  the  particles  of 
bran  thus  feparated,  and  wriggle 
themfelves  into  the  mealy  fubftance 
which  is  to  be  their  food.  The 
hole  through  which  the  caterpillar 
entered  can  then  no  longer  be  per- 
ceived  but  by  a  little  heap  of 
bran  which  lies  upon  it,  and  may 
eaiily  efcape  the  notice  of  thofe 
who  have  not  obferved  it  before, 
but  when  once  known  is  eaiily  dif- 
tinguifhed.  When  the  eggs  are 
hatched  upon  the  ears  in  the  field, 
the  young  caterpillars  foon  find 
means  to  glide  in  between  the 
chaff  and  the  grain,  and  in  that 
fituation  they  pierce  the  latter,  as 
was  faid  before,  generally  in  the 
furrow,  but  fometimes  at  the  point® 
ed  end,  which  is  a  little  hairy. 
As  the  hulks  of  barley  are  harder, 
and  Hick  much  clofer  to  the  grain 
than  thofe  of  wheat,  it  is  almoll 
always  at  the  point  that  thefe 
caterpillars  enter,  by  means  of  a 
fmall  opening  perceptible  in  that 
part.  Notwithftanding  the  in- 
dufiry  of  this  infed,  it  feems  high¬ 
ly  probable  that  the  young  ones 
meet  with  great  difficulties  in  their 
attempts  to  get  into  the  grain, 
fince  very  many  of  them  die  before 
they  can  effed  a  lodgment  in  the 
mealy  fubftance.  But  confidering 
the  vail  fecundity  of  the  females, 
if  prodigious  numbers  of  them  did 
not  perilh,  it  would  be  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  five  a  fingle  grain  of 
any  kind.  The  people  of  Angou- 
mois  were  ftrongly  of  opinion  that 
the  mifchief  occafioned  by  this  in® 
fed  was  peculiar  to  the  grain  of 


their  country,  and  that  what  was 
brought  to  them  from  other  places 
always  efcaped  unhurt.  To  clear 
up  this  point,  Melfrs.  Duhamel 
and  Tillet  put  into  different  glaffes 
wheat  of  the  growth  of  other  pro¬ 
vinces,  and,  with  grains  in  each 
glafs,  fome  of  thefe  butterflies  ac- 
tually  coupled.  They  foon  faw 
the  female  lay  her  eggs  upon  thefe 
grains,  and  afterwards  the  cater¬ 
pillars  hatch  and  make  their  way 
into  them.  Their  further  obfer- 
vations  proved  that  the  principal 
caufe  of  the  fpreading  of  this  evil 

is,  that  the  infed  itfelf,  which 
multiplies  exceeedingly,  is  con¬ 
veyed  to  other  parts  with  the 
grain  in  which  it  is  enclofed. 
Whenever  a  grain  was  opened  in 
which  the  caterpillar  was  not  fully 
grown,  a  deal  of  flour  yet  remain® 
ed;  but  when  full  grown,  nothing 
was  left  but  the  fkin  or  bran,  fo 
defcitute  of  flour  as  not  even  to 
difcolour  clear  water.  Hogs  would 
not  touch  thefe  hulks  when  given 
to  them  unmixed.  The  length  of 
the  caterpillar,  when  full  grown, 
is  very  little  more  than  the  twelfth 
part  of  an  inch,  and  its  thicknefs 
is  at  moll  equal  to  half  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  grain  that  contains 

it.  Its  body  is  fmooth,  and  en- 
tirely  white  ;  it  is  thickeft  towards 
the  head,  in  which  one  may  per¬ 
ceive  its  mouth,  two  large  eyes, 
and  two  kinds  of  hair  ;  the  head  is 
a  little  browner  than  the  reft  of 
the  body.  It  has  fixteen  legs,  of 
which  the  eight  intermediate  and 
membranous  are  only  fmall  pro¬ 
minences,  fo  minute  as  not  to  be 
diftinguifhed  even  with  the  help  of 
a  microfcope,  unlefs  the  infed  be 
laid  upon  its  fide. 

The  caterpillar,  exadly  enclofed 
in  its  grain,  before  it  is  changed 

into 
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into  an  anrelia,  makes  therein  a 
fmall  trap  door  which  remains  (hut. 
The  butterfly  being  entirely  form¬ 
ed  in  the  aurelia,  breaks  the  ikin 
of  it  at  the  end,  opens  with  its 
head  this  little  trap,  and  comes 
out  at  the  hole  which  was  covered 
and  (hut  by  it.  As  foon  as  the 
butterflies  are  out  of  the  grains 
which  contained  them,  they  cou¬ 
ple,  and  the  females  lay  their  eggs 
in  the  manner  before  related.  This 
infedl,  like  all  others  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  remains  a  longer  or  fliorter 
time  in  its  different  ftates  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
It  will  continue  three  months  in 
the  ftate  of  an  aurelia,  if  put  into 
an  ice-houfe,  and  the  butterfly 
does  not,  in  that  cafe,  come  out 
till  after  it  has  been  removed  to  a 
much  warmer  air.  The  coming 
out  of  the  butterflies  is  generally 
denoted  by  a  great  heat  in  the 
heaps  of  grain,  or  in  the  fheaves, 
according  as  it  is  laid  up,  in  one 
or  the  other.  This  heat  certainly 
accelerates  the  hatching  of  the  in¬ 
fects,  for  prodigious  multitudes  of 
butterflies  iffue  out  of  the  heated 
grain  in  a  few  days  after  the  fer¬ 
ment  has  taken  place.  When  the 
harveft  is  cut,  and  warm  rains  fall 
at  that  time,  this  heat  comes  on 
very  foon,  and  then  thefe  infedfs 
make  an  extremely  rapid  progrefs. 
A  hot  and  dry  feafon  which  har¬ 
dens  the  grain,  may  defer  the  evil, 
and  perhaps  leffen  it  a  little,  but 
this  is  all.  Thefe  caterpillars  in- 
clofed  in  their  hulks,  and  fheltered 
in  barns  and  granaries,  are  fcreened 
from  the  viciffitudes  of  the  air, 
and  when  circumftances  are  favour¬ 
able,  again  make  their  appearance. 
At  harveft  time  butterflies  were 
feen  to  come  out  of  fome  grains, 
which  were  already  empty  and 
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entirely  confumed  before  they 
were  reaped.  Probably  thefe  firft 
butterflies  couple  and  lay  their 
eggs  upon  the  other  unreaped  ears, 
and  part  of  thefe  eggs  are  deftroyed 
by  the  adfion  of  the  flail  when  the 
grain  is  threfhed  and  cleaned  foon 
after  its  being  cut ;  but  as  the 
caterpillars  are  hatched  very  fpee- 
dily  in  hot  weather,  and  many  of 
them  enter  into  the  grain  that  is 
reaping,  and  flielter  themfelves 
there,  they  will  do  all  their  mif- 
chief,  if  fpeedy  care  be  not  taken 
to  ftifle  them.  Grain  reaped  and 
piled  up  heats,  and  the  transfor¬ 
mations  of  the  infe&s  inclofed  in 
it  are  then  the  fooner  effe&ed. 
When  the  (heaves  are  ftirred,  vaft 
numbers  of  butterflies  come  out  of 
them,  and  the  grains  from  which 
they  iffue  are  empty  of  flour,  and 
abfolutely  fpoiled.  The  moment 
thefe  butterflies  are  out  of  their 
prifon,  they  couple  and  lay  their 
eggs  upon  the  ears  which  they  find 
in  the  barn.  Part  of  thefe  eggs, 
and  of  the  young  caterpillars, 
may  certainly  be  deftroyed  by  the 
flail  and  winnow  if  ufed  fpeedily. 
Floating  the  grain  does  not  effec¬ 
tually  feparate  the  damaged  from 
the  found  :  for  that  in  which  the 
caterpillars  have  not  eaten  much  of 
the  flour  will  fink  along  with  the 
good,  and  the  infed  wrill  remain  to 
finifh  its  work,  which  is  facili¬ 
tated  by  the  foftening  of  the  grain 
in  the  water.  To  grind  the  whole 
produce  of  the  crop  immediately 
after  harveft,  were  it  pra&icable, 
would  be  attended  with  inconveni¬ 
ences;  and  though  the  fri&ion  of 
the  mill  ftones  fiiould  deftroy  al- 
moft  all  the  infeTs,  it  is  not  cer¬ 
tain  but  that  fome  of  them  may 
efcape,  and  go  through  their  meta- 
morphofes  even  in  the  flour  itfelf. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180.9. 


906] 

From  what  is  laid  up  in  granaries 
iflue  multitudes  of  butterflies, 
which  couple  and  lay  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  eggs,  from  whence 
proceed  caterpillars,  which  get  into 
the  grains  and  devour  their  infide 
during  the  whole  winter.  Num¬ 
bers  of  live  caterpillars  have  been 
found  in  them  at  that  feafon,  many 
aureliae  towards  the  end  of  May, 
and  prodigious  multitudes  of  but¬ 
terflies  iflue  from  them  as  foon  as 
the  weather  begins  to  be  hot. 
Thus  it  feems  that  there  are  two 
flights  of  them,  one  which  appears 
from  harveft  time  till  the  weather 
grows  cold  in  Odlober,  and  the 
other  which  appears  in  June  and 
iafts  till  harveft.  Thofe  of  the 
fummer  flight  remain  in  the  barns 
and  granaries  attached  to  the  grain 
laid  up  there,  upon  which  they 
couple  and  lay  their  eggs.  It  looks 
as  if  they  knew  that  there  is  no 
longer  in  the  fields  any  grain  At 
to  feed  their  pofterity.  On  the 
contrary,  thofe  of  the  fpring  flight 
endeavour  to  get  out  of  the  grana¬ 
ries,  and  do  in  fadl  get  out  in  vaft 
numbers  through  the  windows  to 
fpread  in  the  fields  and  lay  their 
eggs  upon  the  yet  green  grain. 
That  this  is  really  the  case,  and 
that  thefe  infedts  are  a  fpecies  of 
night  moth,  appeared  evidently 
from  feveral  very  accurate  obfer- 
vations  made  by  Meflfrs.  Duhamel 
and  Tillet.  They  went  at  differ¬ 
ent  hours  of  the  day  into  granaries 
infedled  with  them.  While  the 
day  lafted  they  perceived  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  butterflies,  which  flirred  a 
little  upon  the  heaps  but  did  not 
quit  them.  When  they  returned 
into  the  fame  granaries  a  little 
after  fun-fet  they  faw  thefe  butter¬ 
flies  rife  and  fly  to  the  walls, 
where  they  fettled  for  a  while,  after 


which  they  took  their  flight  in 
vaft  numbers  through  the  windows. 
As  thefe  little  infedts  fly  very 
fwiftly,  and  rife  to  fuch  a  height 
that  the  eye  cannot  follow  them 
long,  efpecially  when  the  dufk  of 
evening  comes  on,  Meflrs.  Duha¬ 
mel  and  Tillet  were  obliged  to  try 
feveral  methods  before  they  could 
be  certain  what  became  of  them. 
The  caterpillars  found  in  the  {land¬ 
ing  ears  made  them  conclude  that 
the  butterflies,  when  out  of  the  gra- 
nary,  flew  diredtly  into  the  green 
grain,  and  laid  their  eggs  upon  it 
while  yet  tender;  but  none  of  the 
country  people  of  whom  they  en¬ 
quired  had  ever  obferved  them  in 
the  fields,  or  could  give  any  fatif- 
fadtory  account  of  them.  They 
fearched  all  the  neighbouring  fields, 
and  beat  even  the  furrounding  hed¬ 
ges  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  to  no 
purpofe  — not  a  butterfly  could 
they  And,  excepting  a  few  dead 
and  dried  ones  entangled  in  fpiders* 
webs.  This  very  circumftance  led 
them  to  the  difcovery  they  were 
in  queft  of ;  for  rightly  reflecting 
that  thefe  irifedls,  which  neither 
they  nor  any  other  perfon  had  been 
able  to  And  in  the  flelds  in  the  day 
time,  muft  certainly  be  of  the 
phalenae  or  nodturnal  kind,  they 
without  further  delay  fet  out  with 
a  candle  and  lanthorn,  repaired  to 
one  of  the  Aelds  they  had  viftted 
in  the  afternoon,  and  foon  defcried 
a  great  number  of  the  very  butter¬ 
flies  they  were  feeking  for  on  the 
beards  of  the  ears  of  wheat.  They 
returned  to  the  fame  fpot  early 
the  next  morning,  and  could, 
not  then  And  a  Angle  one.  It 
was  proved  by  the  following  ex¬ 
periment,  that  it  is  poflible  the 
caterpillars  may  live  under-ground, 
pafs  the  winter  there  inclofed  in 

the 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


the  grain  with  which  they  are 
Town,  and  even  undergo  their  feve- 
ral  metamorphofes  in  the  earth,  fo 
as  to  a  rife  from  thence  in  the  form 
of  butterflies  in  the  fpring.  A 
wooden  box  was  divided  into  three 
partitions,  and  filled  with  common 
mould  taken  out  of  a  kitchen  gar¬ 
den.  Wheat,  known  to  be  in- 
fedfed,  was  planted  an  inch  deep 
in  one  of  thefe  partitions,  two 
inches  deep  in  another,  and  three 
inches  in  the  third.  All  of  them 
were  then  covered  with  a  glafs 
frame,  and  butterflies  foon  appear¬ 
ed  in  each  of  the  divifions,  but 
they  were  far  the  raoft  numerous 
in  that  where  they  had  been  buried 
but  an  inch  deep.  In  another  trial 
a  number  of  infedled  grains  were 
covered  with  a  ftill  ftiffer  earth, 
wetted  and  preflfed  down,  and  not 
any  butterflies  appeared  there. 
From  hence,  Meflfrs.  Duhamel  and 
Tillet  concluded  that  though  fome 
of  thefe  infedls  can  and  certainly  do 
come  out  of  the  ploughed  ground 
which  has  been  fowed  with  infec¬ 
ted  grain,  their  number  is  com¬ 
paratively  fmall,  and  that  mills 
and  granaries  are  the  great  fource 
of  their  increafe ;  for  the  grain 
which  contains  a  young  caterpil¬ 
lar,  will  grow  if  its  germ  has  not 
been  damaged,  and  as  its  mealy 
fubftance  is  confumed  by  the  plant, 
the  caterpillar  mull  die  for  want  of 
food  ;  befides,  as  is  proved  by  the 
experiment  above  mentioned,  the 
butterflies  cannot  pierce  through  a 
clofe  and  hardened  earth,  which 
generally  is  the  cafe  of  ploughed 
land  that  has  been  expofed  to  the 
winter  rains.  It  is  not  agreed 
whether  thefe  infers  prefer  wheat, 
barley,  or  rye. 

The  olpfervations  made  by  Meflfrs. 
Duhamel  and  Tillet  feem  to  prove 
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that  they  attack  indifferently 
whichever  lies  mo  ft  convenient 
for  them ;  and  that  they  do  not 
fpare  Indian  corn  when  ftripped 
from  its  ftalk,  and  laid  up  in  a 
granary  where  they  can  come  at 
the  foft  infide  part  of  the  grain. 
Even  Oats,  when  mixed  with 
wheat,  barley,  and  rye,  in  a  glafs 
veflel  into  which  fome  of  the  but¬ 
terflies  were  put,  were  damaged  by 
caterpillars  as  much  as  any  of  the 
ether  grain,  though  it  is  certain 
that  they  do  but  little  mifehief  to 
oats  in  the  granary. 

To  preferve  the  grain  from  fur¬ 
ther  injury  after  it  is  reaped,  it 
fhould  be  threlhed  out  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  fuch  part  of  it  as  it  is 
w ifhed  to  preferve  either  for  feed 
or  grinding,  fhould  be  dried  in  an 
oven  or  kiln,  in  which  the  heat 
fhould  be  ftrong  enough  to  kill  the 
caterpillars  without  deftroying  the 
vegetative  principle.  This  will 
be  effected  by  124  degrees  of  heat 
of  Farenheit’s  thermometer.  Or 
the  feed  grain  may  be  better  pre-  • 
pared  by  being  foaked  in  a  ftrong 
ley  of  wood  allies  and  quick  lime 
heated  to  fuch  a  degree  that  the 
Anger  can  juft  bear  it.  Let  the 
grain,  contained  in  a  balket,  be 
ftirred  in  this  ley,  and  the  grains 
Ikimmed  off  that  float  on  the  fur- 
face.  When  it  has  been  thus  foak¬ 
ed  for  about  two  minutes,  the 
balket  which  contains  it  ftiould 
then  be  lifted  up  and  fufpended  by 
two  poles  till  the  ley  is  drained 
off.  The  grain  Ihould  then  be 
fpread  very  thin  on  a  floor  to  dry, 
while  a  fecond  balketful  is  prepared 
in  the  fame  manner.  When  thus 
fteeped  and  well  dried  it  will  keep 
a  year,  and  continue  fit  for  fowing. 

In  France,  mills  and  granaries, 
where  large  quantities  of  grain 

were 
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were  depolited,  feem  to  have  been 
conftdered  as  the  chief  fources  of 
the  evil.  But  in  this  country  it 
cannot  be  the  cafe,  at  lead  not  to 
fo  great  an  extent.  No  large 
quantities  remain  on  hand  when 
the  warm  feafon  approaches,  and 
kiln  drying  might  deftroy  any 
caterpillars  which  might  then  ex- 
ill .  It  appears  that  the  fe verity 
of  a  hard  winter  cannot  be  de¬ 
pended  on  for  this  purpofe,  but 
that  a  fufficient  number  may  fur- 
vive,  even  in  the  grain  fown,  to 
caufe  conftderable  mifchief.  The 
roller  may,  however,  be  of  fervice 
to  prevent  the  fly  from  making  its 
way  out  of  the  ground.  The 
principal  danger  Teems  to  exift  in 
the  Spring  barley,  which  having 
been  kept  under  cover  during  win¬ 
ter,  and  afterwards  fown  in  frelh- 
ploughed,  and  corTequently  light 
foil,  will,  if  at  all  affeCted,  be 
fufficient  to  fpread  the  evil  far  and 
wide.  To  this  caufe  the  writer 
chiefly  attributes  the  damage  laft 
feafon  to  a  crop  of  wheat,  the  feed 
of  which  had  been  brought  from  a 
diftance,  and  was  perfectly  free 
from  the  fly,  which  the  barley  was 
not,  and  was  fown  in  the  fame 
held.  If  attention  be  paid  in  the 
enfuing  fpring  to  the  kiln-drying 
of  the  grain  that  remains  on  hand, 
to  the  rolling  of  that  which  is 
coming  up,  and  to  the  pickling  of 
the  feed  barley,  we  may  hope  to 
put  a  flop  to  this  dift. refling  cala¬ 
mity,  or  at  leak  to  prevent  its 
fpread  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  remedy  to  be  effectual) 
mult  be  uninjerfal . 

Defcription  of  the  Camel  ion.  From 

an  Account  of  the  Empire  of  Ma - 
roc co.  By  James  Grey  Jackfon, 

E/j. 


Tatta  is  the  Arabic,  and  Tayuh 
the  Shelluh  name  for  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  complicated  animal ; 
its  head  refembles  that  of  a  fifh, 
the  body  that  of  a  beaft,  the  tail 
that  of  a  ferpent,  and  the  legs  and 
feet  are  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the 
arms  and  hands  of  a  human  being  ; 
the  tongue  is  pointed  like  that  of 
a  ferpent,  and  is  fo  inftantaneous  in 
its  motion,  that  the  human  light 
can  fcarcely  perceive  it  when  it 
darts  it  out  to  the  length  of  its 
body,  to  catch  flies  (its  ordinary 
food) ;  in  doing  this  it  never  miflfes 
its  mark,  fo  that  I  imagine  there 
mull  be  fome  glutinous  fubftance 
which  attaches  the  fly  to  the 
tongue,  or  elfe  it  pierces  the  infeCt 
with  its  point,  which  is  very 
(harp.  I  have  often  admired  the 
velocity  with  which  the  camelion 
thus  fecures  its  food,  but  never 
could  difcover  whether  it  were  to 
be  attributed  to  the  former,  or  the 
latter  caufe. 

The  length  of  the  camelion 
when  full  grown  is  ten  or  twelve 
inches,  including  the  tail.  When 
fuddenly  difcovered  and  purfued, 
it  runs  fall,  forgetting  its  wonted 
caution,  which  is  never  to  trull  to 
the  tread  of  the  foot,  the  toes  of 
which  grafp  the  objeCt  they  tread 
on;  in  its' ordinary  movements, 
its  Itep  is  geometrically  exaCt ;  it 
looks  carefully  around  to  difcover 
the  Hate  of  the  furrounding  place  ; 
and  to  afcertain  if  every  thing  be 
fafe,  one  eye  looking  behind,  the 
other  before,  and  in  all  tranfverfe 
directions ;  for  this  organ  is  a  per¬ 
fect  hemifphere,  projeCling  from 
the  head,  and  moving  in  various 
and  independentdireclions ;  having 
afcertained  that  its  feet  are  fafe, 
and  that  the  fubftance  on  which 
they  are  fixed  is  Arm,  the  Came- 
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lion  difengnges  its  tail,  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  on,  with  the  fame  caution, 
again  fattening  the  tail,  by  twitting 
it  round  fome  branch  or  twig,  till 
it  has  afcenair.ed  the  fafety  of  the 
next  ftep. 

Many  doubts  have  arifen  with 
regard  to  the  camelion’s  mode  of 
changing  its  colour ;  from  the  va¬ 
rious  and  repeated  obfervations 
which  I  have  from  time  to  time 
made  on  this  moft  extraordinary 
animal,  in  a  confined  as  well  as  in 
a  free  ftate,  I  have  been  enabled  to 
afcertain,  that  in  gardens  (its  or¬ 
dinary  refort,)  it  gradually  changes 
its  colour,  affuming  that  of  the 
fubftance  over  which  it  paffes,  and 
to  do  this  it  requires  two  or  three 
minutes:  the  change  beginning  by 
the  body  becoming  covered  with 
fmall  fpots  of  the  colour  of  the 
fubftance  over  which  it  actually 
pafles,  and  which  gradually  in- 
creafe,  till  it  is  altogether  of  that 
particular  colour ;  green  appears 
its  favourite,  or  at  leaft  it  affumes 
that  hue  more  diftinctly  than  any 
other,  for  I  have  feen  it  on  vines 
fo  perfectly  green,  that  it  was 
fcarcely  diftinguithable  from  the 
leaves ;  when  it  affumes  a  white  or 
black  colour,  thefe  are  not  clear, 
but  of  a  dirty  hue,  inclining  to 
brown.  When  irritated,  it  will 
gradually  afiume  a  dirty  black ilh 
colour,  which  it  retains  while  the 
irritation  lafts,  fwelling  its  fides, 
and  hitting  like  a  ferpent ;  when 
atteep,  or  inclined  to  reft,  it  is  of 
a  whitifh.  caft.  In  the  eourfe  of 
the  various  experiments  which  my 
curiofity  and  admiration  of  the 
eamelion  induced  me  to  make,  I 
difcovered  that  it  never  drinks, 
and  that  it  always  avoids  wet  and 
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ram.  I  kept  three  in  a  cage  for 
the  period  of  four  months,  during 
which  time  I  never  gave  them  any 
food  ;  they  appeared  withered  and 
thin.  Others,  which  I  kept  in  a 
fmall  confined  garden,  retained 
their  original  fize  and  appearance  ; 
confequently  it  is  to  be  fuppofed 
that  they  feed  on  the  leaves  of  ve¬ 
getables  ;  thofe  confined  in  the 
cage  did  not  vary  their  colour 
much,  appearing  generally  that  of 
the  cage  ;  but  if^  any  thing  green, 
fuch  as  vegetables,  were  placed- 
near  ir,  they  would  affume  that 
hue ;  thofe  confined  in  the  garden 
affumed  fo  much  the  colour  of  the 
objedf  over  which  they  progreffive- 
ly  patted  as  to  render  it  difficult  to 
difcover  them.  Various  medicinal 

t 

qualities  are  affigned  to  the  ttefh  of 
the  Camelion  ;  and  many  whiinfi- 
cal  effefts  are  attributed  to  fumi¬ 
gation  with  it  when  dried;  debi¬ 
litated  perfons  have  recourfe  to  it, 
and  it  is  accordingly  fold  in  all  the 
drug-fhops  of  Marocco,  Fas,  and 
other  places,  which  fnops  are  named 
Nanute  El  Altari :  the  fmell  a  rifl¬ 
ing  from  the  fumigation  is  by  no 
means  grateful ;  but  what  (cent 
will  prevent  an  African  from  ufing 
that  remedy  which  credulity  or  fu- 
perdition  has  perfuaded  him  will 
give  ftrength  to  the  impotent  ! 

The  Arabs  affert,  that  the  Ca¬ 
melion  is  the  only  animal  which 
deftroys  the  ferpent,  *  and  it  is 
faid  to  do  it  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  ;  it  proceeds  cautioufly  on  the 
bou eh  of  fome  tree,  under  which 
the  ferpent  fleeps,  and  placing  it- 
felf  perpendicularly  over  its  head, 
difcharges  a  glutinous  thread  of 
faliva,  having  a  white  drop  at  the 
end,  which  falling  on  the  ferpent’s 

3nfh)  the  ferpentfs  enemy, 

head, 
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head,  Toon  kills  him.  This  after- 
tion  being  general  and  uncontro- 
verted,  among  the  Arabs,  I  have 
mentioned  it,  as  a  hint  to  future 
travellers,  who  may  be  defirous  of 
inveftigating  its  truth. 

The  Camelion  is,  by  fome  per- 
fons,  faid  to  be  venomous,  but  I 
never  knew  any  harm  done  by 
them,  though  the  boys  fometimes 
carry  them  in  their  bofoms  for  a 
whole  day. 


A  T)efcription  of  the  Hafhifha^  and 
Kief.  From  the  fame . 

The  plant  called  Hafhifha  is  the 
African  hemp  plant ;  it  grows  in 
all  the  gardens ;  and  is  reared  in  the 
plains  at  Marocco  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  firing ;  but  in  moft  parts  of 
the  country  it  is  cultivated  for  the 
extraordinary  and  pleafing  voluptu¬ 
ous  vacuity  of  mind  which  it  pro* 
duces  in  thofe  who  fmoke  it :  un¬ 
like  the  intoxication  from  wine,  a 
fafcinating  flupor  pervades  the 
mind,  and  the  dreams  are  agree¬ 
able.  The  kief,  which  is  the 
flower  and  feeds  of  the  plant,  is 
the  flrongeft,  and  a  pipe  of  it  half 
the  fize  of  a  common  Englifh  to¬ 
bacco-pipe,  is  fufficient  to  intoxi¬ 
cate.  The  infatuation  of  thofe 
who  ufe  it,  is  fuch,  that  they  can¬ 
not  exifl  without  it.  The  kief  is 
ufually  pounded,  and  mixed  with 
(El  Mogin),  an  invigorating  con- 
feftion,  which  is  fold  at  an  enor¬ 
mous  price  ;  a  piece  of  this  as  big 
as  a  walnut  will  for  a  time  entirely 
deprive  a  man  of  all  reafon  and  in¬ 
tellect  ;  they  prefer  it  to  opium 
from  the  voluptuous  fenfations 
which  it  never  fails  to  produce. 
Wine  or  brandy,  they  fay,  does 


not  Hand  in  competition  with  it. 
The  Hafhilha  or  leaves  of  the  plant, 
are  dried  and  cut  like  tobacco, 
with  which  they  are  fmoked,  in 
very  fmall  pipes;  but  when  the 
perfon  wifhes  to  indulge  in  the 
fenfual  flupor  it  occafions,  he  fmokes 
the  Hafhifha  pure,  and  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  it  operates  ;  the  per¬ 
fon  under  its  influence  is  faid  to 
experience  pleafing  images ;  he 
fancies  himfelf  in  company  with 
beautiful  women ;  he  dreams  that 
he  is  an  emperor,  or  a  bafhaw,  and 
that  the  world  is  at  his  nod.  There 
are  other  plants  which  poflefs  a 
fimilar  exhilarating  quality,  among 
which  is  a  fpecies  of  the  palma 
chrifli,  the  nuts  of  which,  mixed 
with  any  kind  of  food,  affeft  a 
perfon  for  three  hours,  and  then 
pafs  off.  Thefe  they  often  ufe 
when  they  wifh  to  difcover  the 
mind  of  a  perfon,  or  what  occu¬ 
pies  his  thoughts. 


Account  of  a  Shower  of  Meteoric 
Stones ,  at  Wefony  in  America . 
By  Mr.  Silliman,  Profejfor  of 
Cbemiflryy  and  Mr.  Kingfley, 
Profejfor  of  Language  sy  in  Yale 
College . 

From  the  Philofophical  Magazine. 

The  meteor  which  has  fo  re¬ 
cently  excited  alarm  in  many,  and 
aflonifhment  in  all,  firft  made  its 
appearance  in  Weflon,  about  a 
quarter  or  half  pafl  fix  o’clock, 
A.  M.  on  Monday,  the  14th  of 
December,  1807.  The  morning 
was  fomewhat  cloudy ;  the  clouds 
were  difperfed  in  unequal  maffes, 
being  in  fome  places  thick  and 
opaque,  in  others  light,  fleecy,  and 
partially  tranfparent;  while  fpots 
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of  unclouded  Iky  appeared  here  and 
there  among  them.  Along  the 
northern  part  of  the  horizon,  a 
fpace  of  ten  or  fifteen  degrees  was 
perfectly  clear.  The  day  had 
merely  dawned,  and  there  was  little 
or  no  light,  except  from  the  moon, 
which  was  juft  fetting.  Judge 
Wheeler,  to  whofe  intelligence  and 
obfervation,  apparently  uninfluenc¬ 
ed  by  fear  or  imagination,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  fubftance  of  this 
part  of  our  account,  was  pafiing 
through  the  inclofure  adjoining  his 
houfe,  with  his  face  to  the  north, 
and  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  when 
a  fudden  flafh,  occafioned  by  the 
tranfition  of  a  luminous  body 
acrofs  the  northern  margin  of  clear 
Iky,  illuminated  every  object,  and 
caufed  him  to  look  up.  He  imme¬ 
diately  difcovered  a  globe  of  fire, 
juft  then  palling  behind  the  firft 
cloud,  which  was  very  dark,  and 
obfcured,  though  it  did  not  entirely 
hide  the  meteor. 

In  this  fituation  its  appearance 
was  diftind,  and  well  defined,  like 
that  of  the  fun  feen  through  a  mill. 
It  rofe  from  the  north,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  a  direction  nearly  perpen* 
dicular  to  the  horizon,  but  inclin- 
ing,  by  a  very  fmall  angle,  to  the 
weft,  and  deviating  a  little  from 
the  plane  of  a  great  circle,  but  in 
pretty  large  curves,  fometimes  on 
one  fide  of  the  plane,  and  fome¬ 
times  on  the  other,  but  never  mak¬ 
ing  an  angle  with  it  of  more  than 
four  or  five  degrees.  It  appeared 
about  one  half  or  two  thirds 
of  the  diameter  of  the  full  moon. 
The  defcription  of  its  apparent 
magnitude  is  vague,  but  it  was 
impolfible  to  afcertain  what  angle 
it  fubtended.  Its  progrefs  was  not 
fo  rapid  as  that  of  the  common  me¬ 
teors  and  Ihooting  liars,  When  it 
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palled  behind  the  thinner  cloudvS, 
it  appeared  brighter  than  before  : 
and  when  it  palled  the  fpots  of  clear 
Iky  it  flalhed  with  a  vivid  light, 
yet  not  fo  intenfe  as  the  lightning 
in  a  thunder  ftorm,  but  rather  like 
what  is  commonly  called  heat- 
lightning.  Its  furface  was  appa¬ 
rently  convex. 

Where  it  was  not  too  much  ob- 
fcured  by  thick  clouds,  a  conical 
train  of  paler  light  was  feen  to  at¬ 
tend  it,  waving,  and  in  length 
about  ten  or  twelve  diameters  of 
the  body.  In  the  clear  Iky  a  brilk 
fcintillation  was  obferved  about 
the  body  of  the  meteor,  like  that 
of  a  burning  fire-brand  carried 
again!!  the  wind. 

It  difappeared  about  fifteen  de¬ 
grees  Ihortof  the  zenith,  and  about 
the  fame  number  of  degrees  weft 
of  the  meridian.  It  did  not  va- 
nilh  inftantaneoully,  but  grew, 
pretty  rapidly,  fainter  and  fainter, 
as  a  red  hot  cannon  ball  would  do, 
if  cooling  in  the  dark,  only  with 
much  more  rapidity. 

There  was  no  peculiar  fmell  in 
the  atmofphere,  nor  were  any  lu¬ 
minous  mafles  feen  to  feparate  from 
the  body.  The  whole  period  be¬ 
tween  its  firft  appearance  and  total 
extinction  was  eftimated  at  about 
thirty  feconds. 

About  thirty  or  forty  feconds 
after  this,  three  loud  and  diftincft 
reports,  like  thofe  of  a  four-pounder, 
near  at  hand,  were  heard.  They 
fucceeded  each  other  with  as  much 
rapidity  as  was  confiftent  with  dif- 
tinttnefs,  and,  altogether,  did  not 
occupy  three  feconds.  Then  fol¬ 
lowed  a  rapid  fucceflion  of  other 
reports  lefs  loud,  and  running  into 
each  other,  fo  as  to  produce  a  con¬ 
tinued  rumbling,  like  that  of  a 
cannon-ball  rolling  over  a  floor, 

fometimes 
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fometimes  louder  and  at  other  times 
fainter  ;  fome  compared  it  to  the 
noife  of  a  waggon,  running  rapidly 
down  a  long  and  ftony  hill ;  or  to 
a  volley  of  mufquetry,  protraCted 
into  what  is  called,  in  military  Ian* 
guage,  a  running  lire.  This  noife 
continued  about  as  long  as  the 
body  was  in  riling,  and  died  away, 
apparently  in  the  direction  from 
which  the  meteor  came. 

The  accounts  of  others  cor  ref- 
ponded  fubftantially  with  this. 
Time  was  differently  eftimated  by 
different  people,  but  the  variation 
was  not  material.  Some  augment¬ 
ed  the  number  of  loud  reports,  and 
terror  and  imagination  feem,  in 
'various  inftances,  to  have  magnified 
every  circumltance  of  the  pheno¬ 
menon. 

The  only  thing  which  feemed  of 
any  importance  beyond  this  date- 
ment,  was  derived  from  Mr.  Elihu 
Staples,  who  faid,  that  when  the 
meteor  difappeared,  there  were  ap¬ 
parently  three  fucceffive  efforts  or 
leaps  of  the  fire-ball,  which  grew 
more  dim  at  every  throe,  and  dis¬ 
appeared  with  the  laft. 

Such  were  the  fenfible  pheno¬ 
mena  which  attended  this  meteor. 
We  purpofely  avoid  defcribing  the 
appearances  which  it  affumed  in 
other  places,  leaving  this  talk  to 
others  who  have  the  means  of  per¬ 
forming  it  more  accurately  ;  while 
we  proceed  to  detail  the  confe- 
quences  which  followed  the  expio- 
fions  and  apparent  extinction  of 
this  luminary. 

We  allude  to  the  fall  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  maffes  of  Hone  in  feveral 
places,  principally  within  the  town 
of  Wefton.  The  places  which  had 
been  well  afcertained  at  the  period 
of  our  inveftigation,  were  fix. 
The  molt  remote  were  about  nine 


or  ten  miles  diftant  from  each  other, 
in  a  line  differing:  little  from  the 

O 

courfe  of  the  meteor.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  probable  that  the  fucceffive 
maffes  fell  in  this  order,  the  molt 
northerly  firft,  and  the  molt  fouth- 
erly  laft.  We  think  we  are  able 
to  point  out  the  three  principal 
places  where  ftones  have  fallen, 
correfponding  with  the  three  loud 
cannon-like  reports,  and  with  the 
three  leaps  of  the  meteor  obferved 
by  Mr.  Staples.  There  were  fome 
circumftances  common  to  all  the 
cafes.  There  was,  in  every  in- 
ftance,  immediately  after  the  ex- 
plofions  had  ceafed,  a  loud  whiz¬ 
zing  or  roaring  noife  in  the  air, 
obferved  at  all  the  places,  and,  fo 
far  as  was  afcertained,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  fall.  It  excited  in 
fome  the  idea  of  a  tornado,  in 
others,  of  a  large  cannon  (hot  in 
rapid  motion  ;  and  it  filled  all  with 
aftonifhment  and  apprehenfion  of 
fome  impending  cataftrophe.  In 
every  inftance  immediately  after 
this  was  heard  a  fudden  and  abrupt 
noife,  like  that  of  a 'ponderous 
body  ftriking  the  ground  in  its  fall. 
Excepting  one,  the  ftones  were 
more  or  lefs  broken.  The  moft 
important  circumftances  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  cafes  were  as  follow  : 

i.  The  moft  northerly  fall  was 
within  the  limits  of  Huntington, 
on  the  border  of  Wefton,  about 
forty  or  fifty  rods  eaft  of  the  great 
road  from  Bridgeport  to  Newtown, 
in  a  crofs  road,  and  contiguous  to 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Merwin  Burr. 
Mr.  Burr  was  (landing  in  the  road, 
in  front  of  his  houfe,  when  the  (lone 
fell.  The  noife  produced  by  its 
collifion  with  a  rock  of  granite, 
on  which  it  ftruck,  was  very  loud. 
Mr.  Burr  was  within  fifty  feet, 
and  immediately  fearched  for  the 

body. 
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bod/,  bur,  it  being  ftill  dark,  he 
did  not  find  it  till  half  an  hour 
after*  By  the  fall,  fome  of  it  was 
reduced  to  powder,  and  the  reft  of 
it  was  broken  into  very  fmall  frag¬ 
ments,  which  were  thrown  around 
to  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty 
feet.  The  granite  rock  was  ftained 
at  the  place  of  contact  with  a  deep 
lead  colour.  The  largeft  fragment 
which  remained  did  not  exceed  the 
fize  of  a  goofe-egg,  and 'this  Mr. 
Burr  found  to  be  ftill  warm  to  his 
hand.  There  was  reafon  to  con¬ 
clude  from  all  the  circumftances, 
that  this  ftone  muft  have  weigh¬ 
ed  about  20  or  25  pounds. 

Mr.  Burr  had  a  ftrong  impreflion 
that  another  ftone  fell  in  an  ad¬ 
joining  field,  and  it  was  confi¬ 
dently  believed  that  a  large  mafs 
had  fallen  into  a  neighbouring 
fwamp,  but  neither  of  thefe  had 
been  found.  It  is  probable  that 
the  ftone  whofe  fail  has  now  been 
defcribed,  together  with  any  other 
mafles  which  may  have  fallen  at 
the  fame  time,  was  thrown  from 
the  meteor  at  the  firft  explofion. 

2.  The  maftes  proje&ed  at  the 
fecond  explofion  feem  to  have  fallen 
principally  at  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Mr.  William  Prince’s,  inWef- 
ton,  diftant  about  five  miles,  m 
a  foutherly  dire&ion,  from  Mr. 
Burr’s.  Mr.  Prince  and  family 
were  ftill  in  bed,  when  they  heard 
a  noife  like  the  fall  of  a  nee  ry  heavy 
body ,  immediately  after  the  explofons. 
They  formed  various  unfatisfadtory 
conjectures  concerning  the  c.aufe, 
nor  did  even  a  freftt  hole  made 
through  the  turf  in  the  door-yard, 
about  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
houfe,  lead  to  any  conception  of 
the  caufe,  or  induce  any  other  in¬ 
quiry  than  why  a  new  poll-hole 
fhould  have  been  dug  where  there 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 
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was  no  ufe  for  it.  So  far  were 
this  family  from  conceiving  of  the 
poflibility  of  fuch  an  event  as  ftones 
falling  from  the  clouds.  They  had 
indeed  formed  a  vague  conje&ure 
that  the  hole  might  have  been  made 
by  lightning,  but  would  probably 
have  paid  no  further  attention  to 
the  circumftance,  had  they  not 
heard,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
that  ftones  had  fallen  that  morning 
in  other  parts  of  the  town.  This 
induced  them,  towards  evening,  to 
fearch  the  hole  in  the  yard,  where 
they  found  a  ftone  buried  in  the 
ioofe  earth  which  had  fallen  in 
upon  it.  It  was  two  feet  from  the 
furface  ;  the  hole  was  about  twelve 
inches  in  diameter;  and  as  the 
earth  was  foft  and  nearly  free  from 
ftones,  the  mafs  had  fuftained  little 
injury,  only  a  few  fmall  fragments 
having  been  detached  by  thefhock. 
The  weight  of  this  ftone  was  about 
thirty-five  pounds.  Prom  the  de- 
fcriptions  which  we  have  heard,  it 
muft  have  been  a  noble  fpecimen, 
and  men  of  fcience  will  not  ceafe 
to  deplore  that  fo  rare  a  treafure 
fhould  have  been  immediately  bro¬ 
ken  in  pieces.  All  that  remained 
unbroken  of  this  noble  mafs,  was  a 
piece  of  twelve  pounds  weight, 
fince  purchafed  by  Ifaac  Bronfon, 
Efq.  of  Greenfield,  wirh  the  li¬ 
beral  view  of  prefenting  it  to  fome 
public  inftitution. 

Six  days  after,  another  mafs  was 
difcovered,  half  a  mile  north-weft 
from  Mr.  Prince’s.  The  fearch 
was  induced  by  the  confident 
perfuafion  of  the  neighbours  that 
they  heard  it  fall  near  the  fpot 
where  it  was  actually  found  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  earth,  weighing 
from  feven  to  ten  pounds.  It 
was  found  by  Gideon  Hall,  and 
Ifaac  Fairchild.  It  was  in  fmall 
ries.  [3  M]  fragments. 
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fragments,  having  fallen  on  a  glo¬ 
bular  detached  raafs  of  gneifs  rock, 
which  it  fplit  in  two,  and  by  which 
it  was  itfelf  fhivered  to  pieces. 

The  fame  men  informed  us  that 
they  fufpeCted  another  ftone  had 
fallen  in  the  vicinity,  as  the  re¬ 
port  had  been  diftinCtly  heard  and 
could  be  referred  to  a  particular 
region  fomewhat  to  the  eaft.  Re¬ 
turning  to  the  place  after  an  ex- 
curfion  of  a  few  hours  to  another 
part  of  the  town,  we  were  gratified 
to  find  the  conjecture  verified,  by 
the  aCtual  difcovery  of  a  mafs  of 
thirteen  pounds  weight,  which  had 
fallen  half  a  mile  to  the  north-eafl 
of  Mr.  Prince’s.  Having  fallen 
into  a  ploughed  field,  without  com¬ 
ing  into  contact  with  a  rock,  it 
was  broken  only  into  two  principal 
pieces,  one  of  which,  poiTeffing  all 
the  characters  of  the  Hone  in  a 
remarkable  degree,  we  purchafed  ; 
for  it  had  now  become  an  article 
of  fale.  It  was  urged  that  it  had 
pleafed  heaven  to  rain  down  this 
treafure  upon  them,  and  they  would 
bring  their  thunderbolts  to  the  belt 
market  they  could.  This  was,  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  a  wifer  mode  of 
managing  the  bufinefs  than  that 
which  had  been  adopted  by  fome 
others  at  an  earlier  period  of  thefe 
difcoveries.  Strongly  impreffed 
with  the  idea  that  thefe  flones  con¬ 
tained  gold  and  filver,  they  fub- 
jeCted  them  to  all  the  tortures  of 
ancient  alchemy,  and  the  gold- 
fmith’s  crucible,  the  forge,  and  the 
blackfmith’s  anvil,  were  employed 
In  vain  to  elicit  riches  which  ex- 
ifted  only  in  the  imagination. 

Two  miles  fouth  eaft  from  Mr, 
Prince’s,  at  the  foot  of  Tafhowa 


hill,  a  fifth  mafs  fell.  Its  fall  was 
diftinCfly  heard  by  Mr.  Ephraim 
Porter  and  his  family,  who  live 
within  forty  rods  of  the  place,  and 
in  full  view.  They  faw  a  fmoke 
rife  from  the  fpot,  as  they  did  alfo 
from  the  hill,  where  they  are  pofi- 
tive  that  another  ftone  ftruck,  as 
they  heard  it  diftinCfly.  At  the 
time  of  the  fall,  never  having 
heard  of  any  fuch  thing,  they  fup- 
pofed  that  lightning  had  ftruck  the 
ground ;  but  after  three  or  four 
days,  hearing  of  the  flones  which 
had  been  found  in  their  vicinity, 
they  were  induced  to  fearch,  and 
the  refult  was  the  difcovery  of  a 
mafs  of  ftone  in  the  road,  at  the 
place  where  they  fuppofed  the 
lightning  had  ftruck.  It  pene¬ 
trated  the  ground  to  the  depth  of 
two  feet  in  the  deepeft  place  ;  the 
hole  was  about  twenty  inches  in 
diameter,  and  its  margin  was  co¬ 
loured  blue  from  the  powder  of 
the  ftone  ftruck  off  in  its  fall. 

It  was  broken  into  fragments  of 
moderate  fize,  and  from  the  beft 
calculations  might  have  weighed 
twenty  or  twenty-five  pounds. 

The  hole  exhibited  marks  of 
much  violence,  the  turf  being  very 
much  torn,  and  thrown  about  to 
fome  diftance. 

It  is  probable  that  the  four 
flones  lafl  defcribed  were  all  pro¬ 
jected  at  the  fecond  explofion,  and 
fhould  one  be  difcovered  on  the 
neighbouring  hill*,  we  muft  with¬ 
out  doubt  refer  it  to  the  fame  avul- 
fion. 

3.  Laft  of  all,  we  haften  to  what 
appears  to  have  been  the  cataf- 
trophe  of  this  wonderful  pheno¬ 
menon. 


*  Which  has  fince  been  found,  weighing  36|;lbs. 
Burs1. 


I  have  feen  and  weighed  it 


■A 
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A  mafs  of  (lone  far  exceeding 
the  united  weight  of  all  which  we 
have  hitherto  defcribed,  fell  in  a 
field  belonging  to  Mr.  Elijah 
Seeley,  and  within  thirty  rods  of 
his  houfe. 

A  circumftance  attended  the  fall 
of  this  which  feems  to  have  been 
peculiar. — Mr.  Elihu  Staples,  a 
man  of  integrity,  lives  on  the  hill 
at  the  bottom  of  which  this  body 
fell,  and  witnefied  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance,  progrefs,  and  explofion  of 
the  meteor.  After  the  laft  explo¬ 
fion,  a  rending  noife  like  that  of  a 
whirlwind  palfed  along  to  the  eaft 
of  his  houfe  and  immediately  over 
his  orchard,  which  is  on  the  decli¬ 
vity  of  the  hill.  At  the  fame  in- 
ftant  a  ftreak  of  light  palled  over 
the  orchard  in  a  large  curve,  and 
feemed  to  pierce  the  ground,  A 
Ihoek  was  felt,  and  a  report  heard 
like  that  of  a  heavy  body  falling 
to  the  earth  ;  but  no  conception 
being  entertained  of  the  real  caufe, 
(for  no  one  in  this  vicinity,  with 
whom  we  converfed,  appeared  to 
have  ever  heard  of  the  fall  of  ftones 
from  the  Ikies)  it  was  fuppofed  that 
lightning  had  ftruck  the  ground. 
Three  or  four  hours  after  the  event 
Mr.  Seeley  went  into  the  field  to 
look  after  his  cattle.  —He  found 
that  fome  of  them  had  leaped  into 
the  adjoining  inclofure ;  and  all 
exhibited  ftrong  indications  of 
terror.  Palling  on,  he  was  ftruck 
with  furprife,  at  feeing  a  fpot  of 
ground  which  he  knew  to  have 
been  recently  turfed  over,  all  torn 
up,  and  the  earth  looking  frelh,  as 
if  from  recent  violence.  Coming 
to  the  place,  he  found  a  great  mafs 
of  fragments  of  a  ftrange-looking 
ftone,  and  immediately  called  for 
his  wife,  who  was  fecond  on  the 
grounds 


[915 

Here  were  exhibited  the  moft 
ftriking  proofs  of  violent  collifion. 
A  ridge  of  micaceous  fchiftus  lying 
nearly  even  with  the  ground,  and 
fomewhat  inclining  like  the  hill  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  was  lhivered  to 
pieces,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the 
injpulfes  of  the  ftone,  which  thus 
received  a  ftill  more  oblique  direc¬ 
tion,  and  forced  itfelf  into  the 
earth  to  the  depth  of  three  feet, 
tearing  a  hole  of  five  feet  in  length 
and  four  feet  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
and  throwing  large  mafies  of  turf 
and  fragments  of  ftone  and  earth 
to  the  diftance  of  fifty  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  feet.  Had  there  been  no  me¬ 
teor,  no  explofions,  and  no  wit- 
neffes  of  the  light  and  {hock,  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  fot 
any  perfon  contemplating  the  fcene 
to  doubt  that  a  large  and  heavy 
body  had  really  fallen  from  the 
Ikies  with  tremendous  momentum* 

This  ftone  was  all  in  fragments, 
fome  of  which  exceeded  the  fize 
of  a  man’s  fift,  and  was  rapidly 
difperfed  by  numerous  vifitors  who 
carried  it  away  at  pleafure.  In* 
deed  we  found  it  very  difficult  to 
obtain  a  fufficient  fupply  of  fpe- 
cimens  of  the  various  ftones,  an 
objecft  which  was  at  length  ac- 
complilhed  principally  by  impor¬ 
tunity  and  purchafe.  From  the 
belt  information  which  we  could 
obtain  of  the  quantity  of  frag* 
ments  of  this  laft  ftone,  compared 
with  its  fpecific  gravity,  we  con¬ 
cluded  that  its  weight  could  not 
have  fallen  much  fhort  of  200 
pounds.  All  the  ftones,  when 
firft  found,  were  friable,  being 
eafily  broken  beneath  the  fingers ; 
this  was  efpecially  the  cafe  where 
they  had  been  buried  in  the  moift 
earth,  but  by  expofure  to  the  air 
they  gradually  hardened.  Such 
[3  M  2]  were 
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were  the  circumftances  attending 
the  fall  of  thefe  fingular  ma fifes. 
We  have  named  living  witneifes  ; 
the  lift  of  thefe  may  be  augmented, 
but  we  confider  the  proof  as  fuffi- 
cient  to  fatisfy  any  rational  mind. 
Further  confirmation  will  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  mineraloofical  de- 

O 

fcription  and  chemical  examination 
of  thefe  ftones. 

Thefpecimens  obtained  from  all 
the  different  places  are  perfectly 
fimilar.  The  rnoft  carelefs  ob- 
ferver  would  inftantly  pronounce 
them  portions  of  a  common  mafs, 
and  different  from  any  of  the  ftones 
commonly  feen  on  this  globe. 

Of  their  form  nothing  very  cer¬ 
tain  can  be  faid,  becaufe  only  com¬ 
paratively  fmall  fragments  of  the 
great  body  of  the  meteor  have 
been  obtained.  Few  of  the  fpe- 
citnens  weigh  one  pound,  moft  of 
them  lefs  than  half  a  pound,  and 
from  that  to  the  fraction  of  an 
ounce.  Mr.  Bronfon’s  piece  is  the 
largell:  with  which  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  we  poffefs  the  next, 
which  weighs  fix  pounds,  and  is 
very  perfed  in  its  charaderiftic 
marks  ;  and  we  have  a  good  col¬ 
lection  of  fmaller  fpecimens,  many 
t)f  which  are  very  inftrudive. 
They  poffefs  every  irregular  va¬ 
riety  of  form  which  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  arife  from  accidental 
fradure  with  violent  force.  On 
many  of  them,  however,  and 
chiefly  on  the  larger  fpecimens, 
may  be  diftinCtly  perceived  por¬ 
tions  of  the  external  part  of  the 
meteor. 

It  is  every  where  covered  with 
a  thin  black  cruft,  deftitute  of 
fplendor,  and  bounded  by  portions 
of  the  large  irregular  curve  which 
feems  to  have  enclofed  the  mete¬ 
oric  rpafs.  The  curve  is  far  from 


being  uniform.  It  is  fometimes 
depreffed  with  concavities  fuch  as 
might  be  produced  by  prefting  a 
foft  and  yielding  fubftance.  The 
furface  of  the  cruft;  feels  harfh  like 
the  prepared  fifh  fkin  or  fhagreen. 
It  gives  fparks  with  fteel.  There 
are  certain  portions  of  the  ftones 
covered  with  the  black  cruft, 
which  appear  not  to  have  formed 
a  part  of  the  outfide  of  the  meteor, 
but  to  have  received  this  coating 
in  the  interior  parts,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fiflures,  or  cracks,  pro¬ 
duced  probably  by  the  intenfe 
heat  to  which  the  body  appears 
to  have  been  fubjedted.  The  fpe- 
cific  gravity  of  the  ftone  is  3*6, 
water  being  1.  The  colour  of 
the  ftone  is  principally  a  dark  afli, 
or  more  properly  a  leaden  colour. 
It  is  interfperfed  with  diftindt 
mafles,  from  the  fize  of  a  pin’s 
head  to  the  diameter  of  one  or 
two  inches,  which  are  almoft 
white,  refembling,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  the  cryftals  of  feldfpar  in 
fome  varieties  of  granite,  and  in 
that  fpecies  of  porphyry  known  by 
the  name  of  cvtrd  antique * 

The  texture  of  the  ftone  is  gra¬ 
nular  and  coarfe,  refembling  fome 
pieces  of  grit-ilone.  It  cannot  be 
broken  by  the  fingers,  but  gives  a 
rough  irregular  fradure  with  the 
hammer. 

On  infpeding  the  mafs,  four 
diftind  kinds  of  matter  may  be 
perceived  by  the  eye.  1.  The  ftone 
is  thickly  interfperfed  with  black 
globular  maffes,  moft;  of  them 
fpherical,  fome  are  oblong  and 
irregular.  The  largefl;  are  of  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon  (hot,  but  gene¬ 
rally  they  are  much  fmaller.  They 
can  be  detached  with  any  pointed 
iron  inftrument  and  leave  a  con¬ 
cavity  in  the  ftone.  They  are 

not 
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riot  attraCiible  by  the  magnet, 
and  can  be  broken  with  the  ham¬ 
mer.  2.  Maffes  of  yellow'  pyrites 
may  be  cbferved.  Some  of  them 
are  of  a  brilliant  golden  colour, 
and  are  readily  didinguifh^d  with 
the  eye.  3.  The  whole  (lone  is 
thickly  interfperfed  with  metallic 
points,  many  of  them  evident  to 
the  eye,  and  they  appear  nume¬ 
rous  and  diftinCt  with  a  lens. 
Their  colour  is  whitifh,  and  was 
miftaken,  by  the  firft  difcoverers 
of  the  done,  for  filver.  They 
appear  to  be  chiefly  malleable  iron 
alloyed  with  nickel.  4.  The  lead 
coloured  mals,  which  cements 
thefe  things  together,  has  been 
defcribed  already,  and  conftitutes 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
done.  After  being  wet  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  the  done  becomes 
covered  with  numerous  reddidi 
fpots,  which  do  not  appear  in  a 
frefh  fraCture,  and  arife  manifedly 
from  the  ruding  of  the  iron. 

Finally,  the  done  has  been  ana¬ 
lyzed  in  the  laboratory  of  this 
college,  according  to  the  excellent 
indruftions  of  Howard,  Vauquelin, 
and  Fourcroy.  The  analyfis  was 
hady,  and  intended  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  general  information. 
The  exadt  proportions,  and  the 
deps  of  the  analyfis,  are  referved 
for  more  leifure,  and  may  be  given 
to  the  philofophical  world  here¬ 
after.  It  is  diffident  at  prefent 
to  obferve,  that  the  done  appears 
to  confid  of  the  following  ingre¬ 
dients  :  filex,  iron,  magnefia, 
nickel,  fulphur. 

The  two  fird  conditute  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  done  ;  the 
third  is  in  confiderable  proportion, 
but  much  lefs  than  the  others  ; 
the  fourth  is  probably  dill  lefs  ; 
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and  the  fulphur  exids  in  a  final! 
but  indeterminate  quantity. 

Mod  of  the  iron  is  in  a  pert 
fe&ly  metallic  date  ;  the  whole 
done  attracts  the  magnet,  and  this 
indrument  takes  up  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  it  when  pulverized. 
Portions  of  metallic  iron  may  be 
feparated,  fo  large  that  they  can 
readily  be  extended  under  the 
hammer.  Some  of  the  iron  is  in 
combination  with  fulphur  in  the 
pyrites,  and  probably  mod  of  the 
iron  is  alloyed  by  nickel. 

It  remains  to  be  obferved,  that 
this  account  of  the  appearance  of 
the  done  accords  very  exadlly 
with  the  deferiptions,  now  become 
condderably  numerous,  of  fimilar 
bodies  which  have  fallen  in  other 
countries  at  various  periods;  and 
with  fpecimens  which  one  of  u§ 
has  infpedled,  of  dones  that  have 
fallen  in  India,  France,  and  Scot¬ 
land.  The  chemical  analyfis  alfo 
proves  that  their  compodtion  is 
the  fame ;  and  it  is  well  known, 
to  mineralogids  and  chemids  that 
no  fuch  dones  have  been  found, 
among  the  productions  of  this 
globe. 


Defcription  of  the  Attack  of  the 
Sword  Fijh  and  Thrcjher  upon  the 
Whale .  ' From  Letters  from  Ca¬ 
nada .  By  Hugh  Gray. 

We  have  proceeded  up  the  river 
{St.  Lawrence)  a  confiderable  way, 
but  it  dill  looks  like  a  fea.  To¬ 
day  I  witneffed  a  very  extraprdL 
nary  feene  ;  a  fierce  battle,  in 
eonfequence  of  a  whale  being  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  threfher  and  a  fword 
fifh.  One  would  think  that  the 
immenfe  fize  and  drength  of  the 
[  3  AT  3  ]  whale 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 80£). 


918] 

whale  would  put  him  entirely  out 
of  danger,  but  fize  and  ftrength 
muft  often  yield  to  ingenuity  and 
ftratagem  ;  no  animal  feems  ex¬ 
empt  from  a  violent  death,  not 
even  the  whale.  Our  Canadian 
pilot  informed  me  that  fuch  con¬ 
flicts  were  very  common  in  the 
river  St.  Lawrence.  The  threjher 
(the  Canadians  call  it  un  fleau )  is 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  long  ; 
of  the  flat  fifh  genus,  refembling  a 
foie,  but  rather  longer  in  propor¬ 
tion  ;  the  back,  like  that  of  the 
foie,  is  black ;  and  the  belly 
white.  He  is  afilfted  in  his  attack 
on  the  whale  by  the  fword  fifh. 
It  would  feem  that  pure  antipathy 
and  mifchief  are  alone  the  caufes 
of  this  combination ;  they  have 
not  the  ftimulus  of  hunger,  as 
they  do  not  eat  the  whale  when 
dead.  Fifh  are  generally  conr 
ceived  to  be  extremely  ftupid 
animals ;  but  here  you  have  a 
concerted  plan,  and  an  inftance  of 
ratiocination,  approaching  to  that 
of  the  dog  and  fox. 

When  the  attack  is  to  com¬ 
mence,  the  fword  fifh  gets  under 
the  whale,  and  darts  up  at  him 
with  immenfe  force  *.  The  whale, 
feeling  the  ftroke  and  attack  of 
the  fword  fifh,  flies  to  the  top  of 
the  water,  where  the  threfher  at¬ 
tacks  him.  I  faw  the  whale 
come  up,  railing  his  huge  back 
high  out  of  the  water.  The  tail 


of  the  threfher  was  immediately 
feen  brandifhed  in  the  air,  and 
raoft  part  of  his  body  out  of  the 
water  ;  flap  after  flap  he  ftruck 
the  whale  on  the  back  as  fall  as  I 
could  with  a  flick,  who,  feeling 
the  blows,  darts  down  head  fore-> 
raoft,  railing  his  immenfe  forked 
tail  in  the  air,  and  ftriking  with 
it  on  every  fide,  apparently  with  a 
view  of  hitting  the  threfher,  and 
if  it  did,  inftant  death  raoft  pro¬ 
bably  would  follow.  The  fword 
fifh  again  attacks  him  ;  the  whale 
rifes  again,  and  is  again  attacked 
by  the  threfher  ;  he  again  de- 
fcends,  but  attempts  in  vain  to 
elude  the  attack  of  his  enemies. 
I  faw  him  feveral  times  raife  his 
head  out  of  the  water  at  the  mo- 
'  ment  the  threfher’s  tail  was  bran- 
difhing  in  the  air  and  flriking 
him.  He  feemed  to  attempt  to 
catch  it  in  his  mouth. 

The  conflid!  continued  in  view 
about  an  hour.  Sometimes  they 
■remained  under  water  for  a  few 
minutes,  but  the  whale  muft  come 
to  the  furface  of  the  water  to 
breathe,  or  blow,  as  it  is  called ; 
and  befides,  the  attacks  from  the 
fword  fifh,  it  is  to  be  prefumed, 
were  inceflant,  and  would  natu¬ 
rally  make  him  rife  to  the  furface. 
It  is  probable  they  did  not  leave 
the  whale  till  they  had  killed  him. 
I  underftand,  from  the  Canadians, 
that  whales  have  been  found 


*  To  fhew  the  ftrength  of  the  fword  fifh,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the 
fword  has  been  found  iticking  in  the  bottom  of  a  fhip.  On  the  16th  of  September, 
1806,  in  Ayre’s  lhipryard,  in  Kenfington,  near  Philadelphia,  the  fhip  Peni’ylvania 
packet  was  hove  down,  and  it  was  found  that  fhe  had  been  ftruck  fix  feet  below  the 
bends  by  a  fword  filh  :  the  fword  had  pierced  the  copper  lheathing  and  bottom  plank 
to  the  ceiling  infidej  the  fword  was  broken  fhort  off  outfidej  it  had  been  driven  in 
with  fuch  force  as  to  fplinter  the  plank  and  caufe  a  leak.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the 
fword  fifh  miftakes  the  fhip  for  a  whale.  I  believe  there  is  to  be  feen,  in  the  Britiffi 
Mufeum,  a  part  of  the  bottom  of  a  fhip  with  the  fword  of  the  fifh  which  pierced  it 
flicking  in  ft. 
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killed  by  the  fvvord  fifh ,  who,  at 
the  fame  time,  has  fallen  a  facri- 
fice  to  his  own  furious  attack, 
not  having  been  able  to  withdraw 
the  Avord  from  its  whale-belly 
fcabbard. 

This  latter  circumftance,  if  true, 
(for  1  have  not  myfelf  feen  it) 
is  fufficient  evidence  to  prove  that 
the  fword  fifh  afiifts  the  threfher 
in  his  attack  on  the  whale  ;  and  I 
find  that  the  Canadians  all  agree 
that  the  fword  fifh  has  a  fiiare  in 
the  battle. 

It  is  impofiible  to  conceive  any 
thing  more  defperate  than  the 
conflict  appeared  to  be.  To  fee 
the  tremendous  animals  in  contact, 
part  of  both  railed  high  out  of  the 
water  at  the  fame  time  ;  the  black 
back  and  immenfe  head  of  the 
whale,  contrafted  with  the  long 
white  and  black  tail  of  the 
threfher,  in  conftant  adtion,  lite¬ 
rally  threfliing  the  whale  moll  un¬ 
mercifully,  every  blow  refounding 
like  the  noife  of  a  cannon  :  feeling 
the  blows,  and  galled  on  all  fides 
by  creatures  he  might  well  de- 
fpife,  he  flounces  about,  blowing 
and  making  a  tremendous  noife, 
dafhing  the  water  to  a  prodigious 
height,  and  occafioning  a  fort  of 
local  ftorm. 


Account  of  a  Pointer  S&w,  From 
Memoirs  of  Britijh  Quadrupeds, 
By  the  Rev,  W.  Bingley. 

This  fow,  which  was  a  thin, 
long-legged  animal,  (one  of  the 
uglieft  of  the  New  Foreft  breed) 
when  very  young,  took  a  great 
partiality  to  fome  pointer  puppies, 
that  Toomer,  then  under-keeper 
of  Broomy  Lodge,  in  the  New 
Foreft,  was  breaking.  From  this 


circumftance  it  occurred  to  Toomer, 
(to  ufe  his  own  expreffion)  that 
having  broken  miny  a  dog  as 
obftinate  as  a  pig,  lie  would  try  if 
he  could  not  alfo  fucceed  in  break¬ 
ing  a  pig.  The  little  animal 
would  often  go  out  with  the  pup¬ 
pies  to  fome  diftance  from  home  ; 
and  he  enticed  it  further  by  a  fort 
of  pudding  made  of  barley  meal, 
which  he  carried  in  one  of  his 
pockets :  the  other  he  filled  with 
ftones,  which  he  threw  at  the  pig 
whenever  fhe  mifbehaved,  as  he 
was  not  able  to  catch  and  correct 
her  in  the  fame  manner  that  he 
did  his  dogs.  He  informed  Sir 
Henry  Mildmay,  who  has  been 
fo  obliging  as  to  furnifh  me  with 
this  account,  that  he  found  the 
animal  very  tradable,  and  that  he 
foon  taught  her  what  he  wifiied  by 
this  mode  of  reward  and  punifh- 
ment.  Sir  Henry  Mildmay  fays, 
that  he  has  frequently  feen  her  out 
with  Toomer,  when  fhe  quartered 
her  ground  as  regularly  as  any 
pointer,  ftood  when  fhe  came  on 
game,  (having  an  excellent  nofe) 
and  backed  other  dogs  as  well  as 
he  ever  faw  any  pointer.  When 
fhe  came  on  the  cold  feent  of 
game,  fhe  flackened  her  trot,  and 
gradually  dropped  her  ears  and 
tail  till  (he  was  certain,  and  then 
fell  down  on  her  knees.  So 
ftaunch  was  fhe,  that  fhe  would 
frequently  remain  five  minutes  and 
upwards  on  her  point.  As  foon 
as  the  game  rofe  fhe  always  re¬ 
turned  to  Toomer,  grunting  very 
loudly  for  her  reward  of  pudding 
if  it  was  not  immediately  given  to 
her.  When  Toomer  died,  his 
widow  fent  the  pig  to  Sir  Henry 
Mildmay,  who  kept  it  for  three 
years,  but  never  ufed  it,  except 
for  the  purpofe  of  occafionally 
[3  M  4]  amufing 
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amufing  his  friends.  In  doing 
this,  a  fowl  was  put  into  a  cab¬ 
bage  net,  and  hidden  among  the 
fern  in  fome  part  of  the  park  ; 
and  the  extraordinary  animal  ne¬ 
ver  failed  to  point  it  in  the  man¬ 
ner  above  defcribed.  Sir  Henry 
was,  at  length,  obliged  to  part 
with  this  fow,  from  acircumftance 
as  fingular  as  the  other  occur¬ 
rences  of  her  life.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  lambs  had  been  loft,  nearly 
as  foon  as  they  were  dropped,  and 


a  perfon  being  fet  to  watch  the 
flock,  the  animal  was  detedfed  in 
the  very  aft  of  devouring  a  lamb. 
This  carniverous  propensity  was 
afcribed  to  her  having  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  feed  with  the  dogs,  and 
to  eat  the  flefh  on  which  they 
were  fed.  Sir  Henry  fent  her 
back  to  Mrs.  Toomer,  who  fold 
her  to  Mr.  Sykes,  of  Brookwood, 
in  the  New  Foreft,  where  ftie 
died  the  ufual  death  of  a  pig,  and 
was  converted  into  bacon, 
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Lift  of  Patentsfor  New  Invent  ions , 
&c.  granted  in  1809. 

JOHN  Brierley,  of  River  Bank, 
in  the  county  of  Flint,  for  a 
new  mode  or  procefs  of  fetting  blue 
lead  for  corroding  the  fame  into 
white  lead.  Dated  January  17. 

James  Goddart,  of  Newman, 
ftreet,  Mary-le-bone,  and  county 
of  Middlefex,  gentleman,  for  a 
method  of,  and  machinery  for, 
manufaduring  a  certain  defcription 
of  wooden  boxes,  called  chip  or 
pill  boxes,  of  all  the  various  fizes 
and  fhapes  hitherto  made.  Dated 
January  23. 

Edward  Stracey,  of  Parliament- 
flreet,  Wellminiler,  Efq.,  for  an 
improved  method  of  hanging  the 
bodies,  and  of  conftrudling  the 
perches,  of  four-wheel  carriages, 
by  which  fuch  carriages  are  ren. 
dered  let's  liable  to  be  overturned, 
and  of  conftru&ing  perch  bolts  and 
collar  braces.  Dated  January  23. 

John  Peck,  of  Charlotte-row, 
Fort-place,  Bermondfey,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  millwright,  for 
a  machine  for  calling  printing 
types,  by  which  three  motions  out 
pf  five  made  in  the  ordinary  me¬ 
thod  of  calling  types  are  laved. 
Dated  January  23. 

Samuel  Whitfield,  of  Church- 
(Ireet,  Birmingham,  brazier  and 
fcale-beam  maker,  for  a  method 


for  the  application  of  damps,  dies, 
and  piercing  tools,  to  the  manu¬ 
facturing  of  ears,  handles,  and  be- 
veils,  for  culinary  articles  of  every 
defcription,  whether  in  wood,  iron, 
brafs,  copper,  tin,  diver,  or  any 
mixed  metals.  Dated  January  23. 

Michael  Logan,  of  Rotberhithe, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  civil  en¬ 
gineer,  for  a  tranfcendant  ordnance 
or  improved  cannon,  for  either  ma¬ 
rine,  fort,  or  Held  fervice.  Dated 
January  26. 

Anthony  George  Eckhardt,  of 
Berwick- ftreet,  Soho,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlefex,  gentleman,  for 
a  method  or  methods  for  calling 
metallic  and  other  bodies,  toge¬ 
ther  or  feparately,  in  moulds,  in 
the  date  of  fluidity  or  foftnefs,  in 
order  that  the  faid  bodies  may 
preferve  the  figures  thus  obtained 
when  they  fhall  afterwards  be¬ 
come  folid  or  confident  by  cool¬ 
ing,  or  by  any  chemical  or  other 
change,  which  fhall  or  may  take 
place,  or  be  produced,  in  the  na¬ 
ture,  order,  proportions,  or  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  component  parts  or 
ingredients  of  the  fame.  Dated 
January  28.  ? 

John  Dickinfon,  of  the  parifh. 
of  St.  Martin  Ludgate,  in  the 
city  of  London,  flationer,  for  cer-r 
tain  improvements  on  his  patent 
machinery  for  cutting  and  placing 
paper,  and  alfo  certain  machinery 
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for  the  manufacture  of  paper,  by  a 
new  method.  Dated  January  29. 

George  Finch,  the  younger,  of 
King  ftreet,  in  the  parifti  of  St. 
Anne,  Soho,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  orris  weaver,  for  cer¬ 
tain  methods  of  manufacturing  va¬ 
rious  kinds  of  metal  laces,  fo  as  to 
imitate  gold  and  lilver  laces  ;  and 
alfo  of  manufacturing  gold  and 
filver  open  laces.  Dated  Febru¬ 
ary  4. 

Thomas  Potts,  of  Hackney,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  gentle¬ 
man,  for  a  new  procefs  of  freeing 
tarred  rope  from  the  tar,  and  ren¬ 
dering  it  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturer.  Dated  February  4. 

Frederick  Albert  Winfor,  of 
Pall  Mall,  in  the  city  of  Weft- 
minlter,  and  county  of  Middlefex, 
Efq.  for  certain  improvements  upon 
his  former  patent  oven,  ftove,  or 
apparatus,  for  earbonifing  all  forts 
of  raw  fuel  and  combuftibles,  and 
reducing  them  into  fuperior  coal  of 
coke  and  charcoal,  as  well  as  for 
extracting  and  faving,  during  the 
fame  procefs,  the  oil,  tar,  pyro¬ 
ligneous  acid,  and  ammonical  coal 
liquors  ;  and  for  extracting  and 
refining  all  the  inflammable  air  or 
gas  fo  as  to  deprive  it  of  all  difa- 
greeable  odour  during  combuftion, 
and  rendering  the  gas  itfelf  falutary 
for  human  refpiration,  when  pro¬ 
perly  diluted  with  atmofpheric  air. 
Dated  February  7. 

William  Congreve,  of  Cecil- 
ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  Efq.  for  a  mode  of 
eonft ruCtion  or  arrangement  for  any 
building,  fo  as  to  afford  fecurity 
againft  fire,  with  other  advan¬ 
tages.  Dated  February  7. 

Archibald  Thomfon,  of  Man- 
ehefter,  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancafter,  engineer,  for  certain 


improvements  or  machines,  appli¬ 
cable  to  various  kinds  of  fpinning. 
Dated  February  7. 

William  Everhard  Baron  Dour- 
nik,  of  Old  Lifle-ftreet,  Leicefter- 
fquare,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex,  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  manufacture  of  foap,  to  wafh 
with  fea  water,  with  hard  water, 
and  with  foft  water.  Dated  Fe¬ 
bruary  7. 

John  Stead,  Leith  Walk,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  card  manufaClurer,  for  a 
method  of  making  cards  which  are 
employed  in  the  carding  and  fpin¬ 
ning  of  flax,  tow,  wool,  cotton, 
and  filk,  fo  as  to  combine  the 
quality  of  a  fine  cord  with  the 
ftrength  of  a  coarfe  one.  Dated 
February  9. 

James  Grellier,  of  Aldborough 
Hatch,  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
Efq.  for  a  building  of  a  peculiar 
conftruCtion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
burning  coke  and  lime,  whereby 
the  fuperfluous  heat  of  the  fire  ufed 
in  burning  the  coke  is  applied  to 
burn  the  lime ;  and  alfo  whereby 
fuch  fire  may  be  rendered  perpe¬ 
tual  ;  and  which  he  denominates. 
The  Union  and  Perpetual  Kiln, 
Dated  February  13. 

Stephen  Hooper,  of  Walworth, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  gentle¬ 
man,  for  a  thermometer,  or  ma¬ 
chine  for  afcertaining  the  heat  of  a 
baker’s  oven,  and  various  other 
purpofes.  Dated  February  13. 

*  David  Meade  Randolph,  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  Virginia,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  at  prefent 
refiding  near  Golden-fquare,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  mer¬ 
chant,  for  a  method  of  manufac¬ 
turing  all  kinds  of  boots,  flioes, 
and  other  articles,  by  means  of  a 
fubftitute  for  thread  made  of  hemp, 
flax,  or  other  yarns*  Communi¬ 
cated 
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cated  to  him  by  a  friend  and  cor- 
refpondent  refiding  within  the 
United  States.  Dated  February  2 1. 

Jofeph  Hett,  of  Stratford,  in 
the  county  of  Elfex,  calico  printer, 
for  a  method  of  producing  fall 
greens  on  cotton,  and  various  other 
articles.  Dated  February  21. 

Leger  Didot,  of  Two  Waters, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  gentle¬ 
man,  for  improvements  in  the  con- 
ftru&ion  of  umbrellas  and  parafols. 
Dated  March  1. 

Richard  Scantlebury,  of  Red¬ 
ruth,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
brazier,  for  a  machine  by  which 
he  counterbalances  the  weight  of 
any  volume  of  water,  or  other 
fluids,  required  to  be  lifted  by  any 
fleam  or  water  engine,  or  other 
machinery,  either  worked  by  ani¬ 
mals  or  men,  which  gains  a  very 
confiderable  power  over  any  ma¬ 
chine  now  in  ufe.  Dated  March  1. 

Edward  Steers,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  Efq.  for  a  method,  di¬ 
rected  by  machinery,  of  ufing  the 
fcrew,  by  which  its  mechanical 
power  or  its  motion  is  increafed. 
Dated  March  1. 

Abraham  Seward,  of  Lancafter, 
tin-plate  worker,  in  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancafter,  for  an  im¬ 
proved  hook  for  bearing  up  the 
heads  of  horfes  in  drawing  carri¬ 
ages.  Dated  March  1. 

Thomas  Clatworthy,  of  Wins- 
ford,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet, 
fheep-lhears-maker,  and  John  Clat¬ 
worthy,  of  the  fame  place,  fheep- 
lhears-maker,  his  fon,  for  (hears, 
on  an  improved  conftruftion,  for 
(hearing  Iheep.  Dated  March  1. 

William  ProClor,  of  Sheffield, 
in  the  county  of  York,  optician, 
for  improved  Methods  of  railing  or 
fupplying  tubes  or  lamps  with  oil, 
fo  as  to  remove  away  the  lhade  of 


the  velfel  containing  the  oil,  and 
in  form  and  ufe  equal  to  any  mould 
or  wax  candle,  which  he  denomi¬ 
nates  ProSlor’s  Spiral  Argand.  and 
Candle  Lamp.  Dated  March  9. 

Frederick  Bartholomew  Folfch, 
of  Oxford-ftreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  merchant,  and  William 
Howard,  of  Bedford-ftreet,  Locks- 
fields,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
gentleman,  for  a  certain  machine, 
inftrument,  or  pen,  calculated  to 
promote  facility  in  writing  ;  and 
alfo  a  certain  black  writing  ink, 
or  compofition,  the  durability 
whereof  is  not  to  be  afte&ed  by 
time  or  change  of  climate.  Dated 
March  1 1. 

John  Heathcoat,  of  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter, 
lace  manufatfturer,  for  a  machine 
for  the  making  and  manufacturing 
of  bobbin  lace,  or  lace  nearly  re- 
fembling  foreign  lace.  Dated 
March  20. 

James  Hakewill,  of  Beaumont- 
ftreet,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Mary- 
le-bone,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex,  artift,  for  an  improvement  in 
the  conftruCtion  of  tables,  chairs, 
and  ftoois,  for  domeftic,  military, 
and  naval  fervice,  and  in  the  pack¬ 
ing  of  the  fame.  Dated  March 
20. 

Simeon  Thompfon,  of  Maddox- 
ftreet,  Hanover-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  gentleman, 
for  a  machine,  or  machinery,  for 
raifing,  lowering,  draining,  draw¬ 
ing,  driving,  forcing,  impreffing, 
or  moving,  bodies,  fubftances, 
materials,  fluids,  articles,  or  com¬ 
modities.  Dated  March  20. 

Charles  Valentine,  of  the  parilh 
of  St.  James's,  Clerkenwell,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  japanner, 
for  a  new  method  of  ornamenting 
and  painting  all  kinds  of  japanned 

and 
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and  varnilhed  wares  of  metal, 
wood,  paper,  or  any  other  compo¬ 
sition,  and  various  other  articles. 
Dated  March  20. 

James  Younie,  of  Theobald ’s- 
road,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
fmith,  for  a  machine,  or  instru¬ 
ment,  to  be  applied  to  ftoves  or 
grates,  for  preventing  accidents 
by  fire,  and  whereby  the  fires  in 
ftoves  or  grates  may  be  put  out 
and  extinguilhed  with  fafety  and 
facility.  Dated  March  28. 

Elizabeth  Perryman,  of  Greek - 
ltreet,  Soho,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  for  a  ftreet  and  hall 
lamp,  and  the  neceftary  apparatus 
for  expediting  the  trimming,  light¬ 
ing,  and  cleanfing,  the  faid  ftreet 
and  hall  lamp.  Dated  March  28. 

Richard  Willcox,  of  the  parifh 
of  St.  Mary,  Lambeth,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  mechanift,  for 
fundry  apparatus  or  machinery  for 
accelerating  the  manufacturing  of 
felt  or  ftuff  hats,  and  for  cutting 
and  removing  by  machinery  the 
furs  of  beavers,  rabbits,  and  the 
whole  variety  of  fkins,  the  furs 
or  wool  of  which  are  ufed  for  the 
purpofe  of  hat  making.  Dated 
April  3. 

Richard  Willcox,  as  above,  for 
certain  machinery  for  facilitating 
the  manufacturing  of  fluff,  wool, 
and  other  hats  and  bonnets  felted. 
Dated  April  3* 

*  John  Thomas  Groves,  of  Great 
Scotland-yard,  Whitehall,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  'Efq.  for  an 
improved  mode  of  conftruCting 
buildings,  by  which  great  expence, 
labour,  and  time,  is  faved,  and 
the  buildings  fecured  from  dry  rot, 
with  other  advantages.  Dated 
April  3. 

John  Frederick  Archbold,  of 
Great  Suircy-ftreef,  in  the  county 


of  Surrey,  gentleman,  for  a  me¬ 
thod  of  converting  fait  or  fea-. 
water  into  frefh  water,  both  on 
land  and  on  board  of  fhip  at  fea. 
Dated  April  18. 

William  Pleafant,  the  elder,  of 
Abbey-ftreet,  in  the  city  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  bachelor  of  arts,  for  a  felf- 
rnover,  or  machine  which  can  keep 
itfelf  in  motion.  Dated  April  19. 

Phillips  London,  the  elder,  and 
Phillips  London,  the  younger,  of 
the  parifh  of  St.  Luke’s,  Chelfea, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gen- 
tlemen,  for  certain  new  and  im- 
proved  methods  or  procefles  of  ma¬ 
nufacturing,  refining,  and  purify¬ 
ing  muriate  of  foda  or  common  fait. 
Dated  April  19. 

Phillis  Bown  Thomafon,  wife 
of  Edward  Thomafon,  of  Birming- 
ham,  manufacturer,  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  making  of  umbrellas 
and  paraftols.  Dated  April  19. 

Matthias  Wilks,  of  Brabant- 
court,  in  the  city  of  London,  mer¬ 
chant,  for  a  compound  fubftance  or 
cake,  for  the  feeding  of  horfes  and 
other  animals.  Dated  April  20. 

John  Barton,  of  Tunbridge,  in 
the  county  of  Kent,  gentleman, 
for  a  machine  for  railing  weights 
or  water  with  greater  facility,  and 
at  lefs  expence,  than  any  at  pre- 
fent  ufed.  Dated  April  25. 

Richard  Trevithick,  of  Rother- 
hithe,  in  the  county  pf  Surrey, 
engineer,  and  Robert  Dickinfon, 
of  Great  Queen-ftreet,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  Esq.  for 
certain  inventions  calculated  to 
improve  naval  architecture  and 
navigation,  and  to  contribute  to 
the  comforts  and  better  fubfiftence 
of  mariners.  Datec^April  29. 

William  Francis  Hamilton,  of 
Lower  Mount. ftreet,  in  the  city 
of  Dublin,  for  a  new  mode  of  pre¬ 
paring 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


paring  foda  and  other  mineral 
waters ;  fpirituous,  acetous,  fac- 
charine,  and  aromatic  liqueurs,  and 
fundry  improvements  relative 
thereto.  Dated  May  4. 

Thomas  Noon,  of  Burton  upon 
Trent,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
clock  and  watch  maker,  for  im¬ 
provements  on  guns,  piftols,  and 
other  llmiiar  fire-arms,  which  im¬ 
provements  are  applicable  to  can¬ 
non,  and  other  large  guns*  Dated 
May  4. 

Nugent  Booker,  of  Lime-hiil, 
in  the  county  of  Dublin,  for  a  plan 
for  improving  and  eredting  lime¬ 
kilns,  whereby  a  very  confiderable 
faving  is  made  in  fuel,  and  the 
lime  mod  perfectly  burnt  in  a  fhort 
time,  which  he  denominates  GreL 
ker’s  and  Booker’s  Lime-kiln .  Dated 
May  9. 

Bartholomew  Folfch,  of  Qx- 
ford-ilreet,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  merchant,  for  improvements 
on  certain  machines,  inflruments, 
or  pens,  calculated  to  promote  fa¬ 
cility  in  writing.  Dated  May  9. 

William  Johnfon,  of  Biack- 
heath,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  gen¬ 
tleman,  for  a  new  or  improved 
procefs  for  heating  fluids,  for  the 
purpofes  of  art  and  manufacture. 
Dated  May  15. 

Edward  Manley,  of  Uffculme, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  clerk, 
for  a  plough  upon  an  entire  new 
conftrudfion.  Dated  May  30. 

John  Lindfey,  (late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  7  lit  regiment)  of 
Grove-houfe,  Edgeware,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  for  a  tele¬ 
graph  apparatus  for  conveying  in¬ 
telligence  by  night  or  by  day. 
Dated  May  30. 

Edward  Cragg,  of  Hertford,  in 
the  county  of  Cheiler,  carpenter, 
and  William  Cragg,  of  Oldford,  in 


the  county  of  Middlefex,  builders5’ 
agent,  for  certain  new  modes  or 
improvements  in  the  making  or 
preparing  of  fait.  Dated  June  8. 

John  Frederick  Archbold,  of 
Great  Charlotte-Areet,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  gentleman,  for 
improvements  in  the  fvftem  of  dif- 
tillation,  rectification,  and  brew¬ 
ing.  Dated  June  8. 

Thomas  Wells,  of  Erdington, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  cock- 
founder,  for  a  method  of  making 
and  conftrudling  barrel  cocks  and 
water  cocks,  whereby  leaking  and 
the  flicking  or  fetting  fait  of  the 
key  or  plug  are  prevented,  and  the  * 
cocks  are  lefs  liable  to  be  out  of 
order,  and  more  eafy  to  be  repair¬ 
ed.  Dated  June  8. 

Mark  Dobito,  of  Kirtling,  in 
the  county  of  Cambridge,  farmer, 
for  an  improved  plough  for  under¬ 
draining  land.  Dated  June  8. 

John  Philip  Fefenmeyer,  of  the 
parifh  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  gentle¬ 
man,  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  conftru&ion  and  working  of 
fleam  and  atmofpheric  engines,  by 
which  they  may  be  more  advan- 
tageoufly  worked  than  hitherto. 
Dated  June  15. 

George  Alexander  Thompfon, 
of  Great  Charlotte-flreet,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  gentleman,  for 
a  piece  of  machinery  or  inftrument 
for  cutting  the  wick  of  a  lighted 
candle,  and  keeping  the  fame  in 
perfect  trim  and  of  a  proper  length. 
Dated  June  15. 

Charles  Norton,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
builder,  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  conftru&ion  of  houfes  and 
other  buildings,  whereby  a  confl- 
derable  expence  will  be  faved  in 
the  ere&ion  thereof,  and  the  fame 

rendered 
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rendered  more  durable  and  fecure 
from  fire.  Dated  June  20. 

James  Cavanah  Murphy,  of  Ed~ 
ward-ftreet,  Cavendifh-fquare,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  archi- 
teft,  during  a  refidence  of  eight 
years  on  the  continent,  he  has  dif- 
covered  and  found  out  the  manner 
of  defigning,  making,  and  form¬ 
ing:  Mofaics  and  ornaments  in  the 
Arabian  ftyle  and  manner,  and 
which  he  purpofes  to  apply  to  di¬ 
vers  arts  and  manufactures.  Dated 
July  26. 

Samuel  Clegg,  of  Manchefter, 
in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  engi¬ 
neer,  for  a  rotative  engine,  the 
pifton  of  which  makes  a  complete 
revolution  at  a  diftance  from  the 
revolving  axis,  Ihafc,  or  cylinder. 
Dated  July  26. 

Thomas  Botfield,  of  Hopton 
Court,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  for 
a  method  of  conftru&ing  an  iron 
or  metal  roof  for  houfes  or  other 
buildings.  Dated  July  26. 

Richard  Heaps,  of  Holywell- 
ftreet,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Leonard, 
Shoreditch,  and  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  mill-lead  and  patent  pipe  ma¬ 
nufacturer,  for  an  improved  method 
of  forming  pipes,  and  fundry  other 
articles,  in  lead,  pewter,  or  tin, 
or  metals  of  that  nature.  Dated 
July  26. 

David  Loefchman,  of  Newman- 
ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
piano-forte  maker,  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  the  mufical  fcale  of 
keyed  inftruments  with  fixed  tones, 
fuch  as  pianos,  organs,  & c.  Dated 
July  26. 

Charles  Seward,  of  Lancafter, 
in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaf¬ 
ter,  tin-plate  manufacturer,  for  a 
new  and  improved  ftreet  lamp  and 
burner,  and  lantern  head,  for  ftreet 


and  other  lamps  and  lanterns. 
Dated  July  26. 

William  Hutton,  of  Sheffield,  in 
the  county  of  York,  merchant,  for 
a  method  of  making  fickles  and 
reaping  hooks  with  iron  in  fteel 
backs  fixed  upon  the  blades  there¬ 
of,  whether  fuch  blades  be  forged, 
rolled,  caft,  hammered,  or  other- 
wife  manufactured.  Dated  July  3 1 . 

Frederick  Albert  Winfor,  of 
Pall  Mall,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  Efq.  for  a  fixed  telegraphic 
lighthoufe,  and  alfo  a  moveable 
telegraphic  lighthoufe,  for  fignals 
and  intelligence,  toferve  by  night, 
and  by  day,  in  rain,  ftorm,  and 
darknefs,  in  any  required  direction, 
and  from  any  given  centre.  Dated 
Auguft  3. 

Ferdinand  Smyth  Stuart,  of  Bil- 
lericay,  in  the  county  of  Effex,  Efq. 
for  a  fubftitute,  the  produce  of 
this  country,  for  Peruvian  bark. 
Dated  Auguft  4. 

Thomas  Dickin,  of  Abrewafe 
Mills,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
cotton  manufacturer,  and  Henry 
Bradley,  of  the  fame  place,  cotton 
fpinner,  for  a  new  method  of  pre¬ 
paring  hemp,  flax,  hurds,  (hort 
tow,  and  clearings,  and  other  in¬ 
ferior  parts  of  hemp  and  flax,  either 
alone  or  mixed  with  cotton  wool, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fpinning  the 
fame  into  yarn  or  thread,  and  alfo 
certain  improvements  in  the  mode 
of  fpinning  the  fame.  Dated  Au¬ 
guft  8. 

Edward  Lane,  of  Shelton,  in  the 
parifh  of  Stoke  upon  Trent,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  fchoolmafter, 
for  an  improved  rotative  engine  or 
machine,  to  be  worked  by  the 
power  of  fteam,  for*raifing  water, 
grinding  corn,  and  various  other 
ufeful  purpofes.  Dated  Auguft  9. 
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John  Hives,  of  Holbeck,  in  the 
parifh  of  Leeds,  in  the  county  of 
York,  linen  manufacturer,  for  a 
machine  for  hackling  or  dreffing 
hemp,  flax,  and  other  materials. 
Dated  Auguft  12. 

Ifaac  Kellogg,  late  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  North  America,  but  at 
prefen t  refiding  in  Addle-ftreet,  in 
the  city  of  London,  gentleman, 
for  an  improved  machine  for  {hear¬ 
ing  woollen  and  other  cloths. 
Dated  Auguft  21. 

Samuel  Long,  of  the  town  of 
Leicefter,  in  the  county  of  Leicef- 
ter,  gentleman,  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  on  horizontal  wind¬ 
mills.  Dated  September  4. 

Jofeph  Bramah,  of  Pimlico,  in 
the  county  ofMiddlefex,  engineer, 
for  a  method  of  making  and  con- 
ftruCting  pens  for  writing.  Dated 
Sept.  23. 

George  Vaughan,  of  Purim- 
place,  Whitechapel-road,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  gentleman, 
for  certain  improvements  in  the 
procefs  of  refining  fugars.  Dated 
September  23. 

John  Penwarne,  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Pancras,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  gentleman,  for  a  method 
or  procefs  by  which  he  is  enabled 
to  give  to  ftatues,  and  other  or¬ 
namental  works  in  plafter  (com¬ 
monly  called  plafter  of  Paris),  an 
appearance  nearly  refembling  the 
fineft  ftatuary  marble,  at  the  fame 
time  rendering  them  more  hard 
and  durable,  lefs  liable  to  be  foiled, 
and  eafier  to  be  cleaned.  Dated 
September  26. 

Randolph  TfchifFeli  de  Roche, 
©f  Great  Pulteney-ftreet,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  gentleman, 
for  certain  improvements  in  the 
prbcefles  of  bowing.  Dated  Sep« 
temfeer  26® 


William  Watts,  of  the  city  of 
Bath,  gentleman,  for  methods  of 
combining  and  difpofing  machi¬ 
nery,  and  applying  the  different 
powers  of  wind,  water,  and  cattle 
thereto,  fo  as  to  effect  improve¬ 
ments  on  mills.  Dated  September 
26. 

Egerton  Smith,  of  Liverpool, 
optician,  and  Michael  Harris,  of 
the  fame  place,  mechanic,  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  in  (hip’s  binna¬ 
cles  and  compaffes,  and  in  the 
mode  of  lighting  the  fame.  Dated 
September  26. 

Benjamin  Flight,  of  St.  Mar- 
tin’s-lane,  in  the  liberty  of  Weft- 
minfter,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex,  organ  builder,  for  a  new 
metal  nave,  axle,  and  box,  for 
wheeled  carriages,  by  means  of 
which  the  danger  of  overturning, 
and  the  concuffion  arifing  from 
carriages  coming  in  contact  at  the 
nave,  is  confiderably  leffened,  the 
nave  much  ftronger,  and  gives 
more  lightnefs  of  appearance  to  the 
carriages  than  thofe  now  in  general 
ufej  the  rattling  of  the  carriage 
in  aCtion  is  alfo  leffened ;  the  oil¬ 
ing  of  the  wheels,  which  need  not 
be  taken  off  for  that  purpofe,  is 
performed  with  greater  eafe  and 
facility ;  and  the  oil  is  effectually 
prevented  from  communicating  to 
the  fpoke  of  the  wheels.  Dated 
September  26. 

John  Jones,  of  Birmingham,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  gun-lock 
and  barrel  maker,  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  the  manufactory  of 
fkelps  for  fire-arms.  Dated  Sep¬ 
tember  28. 

William  Bundy,  of  Camden® 
town,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
mathematical  inftrument  maker, 
for  a  method  of  heading  pins. 
Dated  September  28. 


John 
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John  White,  the  younger,  of 
Whitehall- wharf,  in  the  parilh  of 
St.  Margaret,  Weftminfter,  gen¬ 
tleman,  for  a  certain  fubftance, 
which  is  capable  of  being  convert¬ 
ed  into  ftatues,  artificial  ftone, 
melting  pots,  bricks,  tiles,  fugar- 
baker’s  pans,  chimney  pots,  gar¬ 
den  pots,  and  every  defcription  of 
pottery.  Dated  September  29. 

Jofeph  Bramah,  of  Pimlico,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  engi¬ 
neer,  for  certain  new  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftrufling  and 
making  wheels  for  all  kinds  of 
carriages ;  and  alfo  a  new  method 
of  locking  or  lleding  the  wheels 
of  carriages  when  palling  down 
hill.  Dated  November  2. 

John  Ifaac  Hawkins,  of  Great 
Titchfield-ftreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  machinift,  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  inftrument,  machine,  or  ma- 
nufadture,  applicable  in  mechanics 
as  a  balance  or  equipoise.  Dated 
.November  2. 

John  Barton,  of  Argyle-ftreet, 
Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  gentleman,  for  a  lamp 
of  a  new  conftrudiion,  afling  upon 
the  natural  unerring  principle  of 
the  difference  of  gravity  between 
two  fluids,  which  produces  a  con- 
ftant  fupply  of  oil  or  other  com- 
buftible  fluid  to  feed  the  wick  or 
burner  thereof,  from  a  fountain, 
in  a  perpendicular  direftion  from  a 
refer  voir  beneath  the  flame,  having 
the  quality  of  burning  or  confum- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  oil  or  other 
combuftible  fluid  applied  thereto. 
Dated  November  2. 

David  Meade  Randolph,  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  Virginia,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  now  refid- 
ing  in  Warwick- court,  Holborn, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  mer¬ 
chant,  for  certain  improvements 


in  the  conftrudiion  of  wheeled  car¬ 
riages,  of  every  defcription.  Dated 
November  6. 

Edward  Griffith,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  optician,  for  an  improved 
air-tight  agitable  lamp.  Dated 
November  9. 

James  Hall,  of  Newbold  Aft- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Chefter, 
book-keeper,  for  a  method  of 
making  and  manufacturing  (hives 
or  fhivers,  and  pulley-wheels,  of 
every  defcription,  and  various 
other  articles,  from  certain  mate¬ 
rials  or  compofitions  of  earths  and 
minerals,  which  renders  the  faid 
articles  more  durable  than  fuch  as 
are  made  in  wood  or  metal.  Dated 
November  14. 

Robert  Wafs,  of  Sheffield,  in 
the  county  of  York,  cutler,  for 
certain  improvements  in  the  con- 
ftru&ion  of  hafts  or  handles  for 
razors.  Dated  November  21. 

John  Cragg,  of  Liverpool,  in 
the  county  palatine  of  Lancafter, 
Efq.  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  calling  iron  roofs  for  houfes, 
warehoufes,  and  other  buildings, 
and  in  covering  them  with  flate. 
Dated  November  21. 

John  Towill  Rutr,  of  Bafing- 
hall-ftreet,  London,  John  Tretton, 
of  St.  Andrew’s-hill,  and  John 
Webb,  of  Clapton,  in.  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  for  various  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conftru&ion  of  ma¬ 
chines  for  making  cards  for  card¬ 
ing  wool,  cotton,  filk,  and  all 
fubftances  capable  of  being  carded. 
Dated  November  21. 

John  Brown,  of  Mile-end  Nevy 
Town,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex,  ftationer,  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  on  a  machine  or  prefs,  for 
letter-prefs  printing ;  and  alfo  for 
printing  various  ornaments  and 
figures;  part  of  which  improve¬ 
ments 
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tnenfs  may  be  applied  to  preffes 
now  in  ufe.  Dated  November 
28. 

William  Cornelius  Englilh,  of 
Twickenham,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  Efq.  for  a  method  whereby 
heated  water,  (team,  and  air,  can 
he  rendered  ferviceable,  and  more 
ferviceabie  for  new  purpofes,  and 
every  purpofe  for  which  they  have 
ever  been  applied,  with  lefs  ex¬ 
pence  of  fuel  than  is  now  ufed, 
efpecially  for  the  purpofe  of  work¬ 
ing  the  ft  earn  engine,  and  of  warm¬ 
ing  and  heating  buildings  and 
(loves,  and  alfo  veffels  and  copper 
for  all  purpofes,  and  by  which 
water,  (learn,  and  air  (heated), 
may  be  applied  to  many  purpofes 
hitherto  unknown.  Dated  No¬ 
vember  28. 

Thomas  Herbert,  officer  of  the 
cuftoms  at  the  port  of  Malden,  in 
the  county  of  Effex,  for  a  rotative 
pump  or  engine  for  railing  and 
forcing  air,  water,  and  other 
fluids.  Dated  November  28. 

James  Barron,  of  Wells-ftreet, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  brafs- 
founder,  for  improvements  on  the 
apparatus  ufed  for  rollers  for  win¬ 
dow  blinds,  maps,  and  other  fimi- 
lar  objects.  Dated  December  5. 

George  Ware,  of  the  Royal 
Military  Academy,  Woolwich, 
gentleman,  for  apparatus  and  ma¬ 
chinery  for  the  fupport  and  exer- 
cife  of  the  human  frame,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  bodily  deformity. 
Dated  December  $. 

Samuel  Felton,  of  Berwick- 
(treet,  Soho,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  botanift,  for  a  botanical 
or  medicinal  preparation,  being  a 
remedy  for  gravel  and  (tony  con¬ 
cretions,  which  he  denominates 
Mucilage  of  Marjhm  allows .  Dated 
December  9. 

V ol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX,  New  Sf 


John  Jones,  of  Manrhefler,  in 
the  county  of  Lancafter,  cotton 
fpinner,  for  a  new  fort  of  inftru- 
ment  or  machine  for  preparing  and 
cutting  cotton  and  linen  candle- 
wicks,  Dated  December  9. 

John  Manton,  of  Dover-llreet, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gun- 
maker,  for  an  improved  lock  for 
guns  and  piftols.  Dated  December 
1 1. 

John  Murray,  of  Nicholfon’s- 
(Ireet,  Edinburgh,  Efq.  and  Adam 
Anderfon,  of  South  Bridge-ilreet, 
Edinburgh,  tinplate  worker,  for 
a  portable  (love  or  furnace,  which 
may  be  made  of  call  iron,  forged 
or  plate  iron,  or  of  other  metals 
or  materials,  by  which  a  current 
of  air  is  heated  and  difcharged,  fo 
as  to  diftribute  the  heat  more 
equally  than  by  (loves,  fuch  as  are 
in  common  ufe,  and  avoid  the 
unpleafant  fmell  which  they  pro¬ 
duce  ;  and  which  air,  if  neceffary, 
may  be  brought  from  the  external 
atmofphere  fo  as  to  produce  venti¬ 
lation  as  well  as  warmth.  A  (love 
of  this  conftruCtion  may  be  ufefully 
applied  in  warming  and  ventilating 
churches,  public  rooms,  halls,  (lair- 
cafes,  and,  by  means  of  tubes  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  the  apartments  of 
houfes,  and  will  be  alfo  ufeful  to 
ventilating  and  heating  (hips  and 
manufactories,  drying  different  ar¬ 
ticles  of  manufacture,  ventilating 
mines,  and  for  other  purpofes. 
Dated  December  14. 

John  Duff,  of  Great  Pulteney- 
(Ireet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
cutler,  for  an  invention,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  by  a  foreigner  (M. 
Bertrand  de  Moleville,)  of  fnuflers 
on  a  new  and  improved  conftruc- 
tion.  Dated  December  14. 

Mark  Noble,  of  the  parifli  of 
Batterfe  ',  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
RiEs.  [3  M]  engine- 
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engine-maker,  for  an  improvement 
on  chain  and  hand  pumps,  and  a 
new-invented  fire-extinguifhing 
engine  and  fleam-engine.  Dated 
December  14. 

Charles  Frederick  Davis,  of  the 
parifh  of  Itchcombe,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucefler,  clothier,  for  an  im¬ 
provement  in  the  manufacture  of 
woollen  flocking  pieces,  by  raifmg 
and  producing  on  his  improved  ma¬ 
nufacture  a  nap  or  pile  in  referru 
blance  of  kerfeymere  and  broad 
cloths  ;  and  alfo  an  improvement 
on  the  manufacture  of  kerfeymere 
and  broad  cloths,  by  means  of 
tranfverfe  elaflicity  given  to  his 
manufacture,  equal  in  ufe  from  its 
eafe  to  the  woollen  flocking  ma¬ 
nufactures.  Dated  December  20. 


Au  Account  of  the  Method  of  culti¬ 
vating  the  American  Cranberry 
( Vaccinium  Macrocarpum )  at 

Spring  Grove .  By  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Jofeph  Bankes,  Bart. 
K.B.  P.  R.  S.  From  the  Tran - 
fa  Si  ions  of  the  Horticultural  Society 
of  London . 

The  American  Cranberry  has 
forfome  years  been  cultivated  with 
fuccefs  at  Spring  Grove,  and  as 
the  fruit  of  it  is  now  become  an 
objeCt  of  fome  importance  in  the 
economy  of  the  family,  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  the  management  of  this 
unimproved  plant  will,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  prove  acceptable  to  the 
members  of  this  ufeful  fociety,  and 
kot  uninterefting  to  the  public  at 
large. 

For  the  better  underflanding  the 
intended  communication,  it  is  ne- 
CefTary  to  premife,  that  a  fpring 
rifes  in  a  {mail  grove  within  the 
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precinCls  of  Spring  Grove,  which 
is  no  doubt  the  origin  of  this 
name ;  this  fpring  is  carried  in 
leaden  pipes  into  the  houfe,  to 
which  it  affords  an  ample  fupply  ; 
the  wafle  water  is  fuffered  to  run 
through  a  fmall  bafin  and  a  pond 
in  the  pleafure  ground,  before  it 
efcapes  to  Smallbury  Green ;  to 
this  conflant  fupply  of  frefh  water, 
though  it  is  very  fmall,  the  great 
luxuriancy  with  which  water  plants 
of  all  kinds  fuitable  to  this  cli¬ 
mate,  fucceed  in  the  pond,  is  no 
doubt  in  fome  degree  to  be  attri¬ 
buted. 

In  the  middle  of  the  bafin  a 
fmall  ifland  has  been  formed,  by 
fupporting  a  box  of  oak  upon  pofls 
driven  into  the  bottom ;  in  the 
centre  of  this  pond,  the  wafle 
water  which  ufed  before  to  iffue 
through  a  fountain,  is  fuffered  to 
flow  ki  the  form  of  a  fpring,  which 
rifrng  into  a  large  fhell  of  the 
chama  gigas,  perforated  for  the 
purpofe,  imitates  very  well  a  na¬ 
tural  fpring,  and  gives  in  hot 
weather  an  appearance  of  frefhnefs 
and  coolnefs,  very  pleafant  to  thofe 
who  walk  in  the  garden. 

The  oak  box,  which  conflitutes 
this  artificial  ifland,  is  circular, 
twenty-two  feet  in  diameter,  and 
thirteen  inches  deep ;  the  bottom 
is  five  inches  under  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  bored  through  with 
many  holes  ;  on  this  a  layer  of 
Hones  and  rubbilh  was  firfl  placed, 
and  upon  that  a  covering  of  bog 
earth,  brought  from  Hounflow 
Heath,  which  together  are  Eve 
inches  below  and  feven  inches 
above  the  furface  of  the  water  of 
the  bafin  ;  in  this  bed  of  black 
mould,  a  variety  of  curious  bog 
plants  were  placed  about  feven 
years  ago,  which  flourifhed  in  an 

unufuai 
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unufual  degree,  among  thefe  was 
the  <v  actinium,  which  flowered  and 
ripened  its  fruit  the  firft  year. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  fecond  year 
it  again  produced  a  plentiful  crop, 
and  foon  after  began  to  fend  out 
runners  fomewhat  refembling  thofe 
of  a  ftrawberry,  but  longer  and 
rather  lefs  inclined  to  take  root 
while  young  ;  they  did,  however, 
take  root  in  the  winter,  and  early 
in  the  fpring  threw  out  upright 
branches  ten  inches  and  a  foot  long, 
on  which  the  flowers  and  fruit 
were  chiefly  placed ;  the  produce 
was  this  year  gathered,  and  found 
to  be  high  flavoured  berries,  very 
fuperior  to  thofe  imported,  which 
have  in  general  been  gathered  un¬ 
ripe,  and  have  become  vapid  and 
almoft  taftelefs,  by  long  foaking 
in  the  water  in  which  they  are 
packed  for  carriage. 

It  was  now  determined  to  con- 
fider  the  American  cranberry  as  an 
article  of  kitchen  garden  culture, 
and  to  give  up  the  whole  ifland  to 
it,  which  in  a  few  years  it  entirely 
covered  by  its  own  runners,  with¬ 
out  any  frefli  plants  being  put  in, 
and  this  bed,  with  the  addition  of 
fome  hanging  boxes  receding  from 
the  centre  to  the  fldes,  produced, 
in  the  year  1806,  twenty-three 
bottles  of  very  fine  cranberries. 

In  the  year  1805,  a  ^)ec*  was 
made  on  the  fide  of  the  pond, 
twenty  feet  long  and  five  and  a  half 
feet  broad,  by  a  few  flakes  driven 
into  the  bottom  parallel  to  the 
fide,  and  lined  with  old  boards  ; 
the  bottom  of  this  was  filled  up 
with  ftones  and  rubbilh,  and  on 
thefe  a  bed  of  black  mould,  three 
inches  above  and  feven  inches  be¬ 
low  the  ufual  furface  of  the  water, 
was  laid  :  this  was  planted  with 
cranberry  plants,  many  of  them 


having  been  rooted  in  a  hot  bed, 
in  which  they  throve  moft  vigor- 
oufly.  In  this  autumn,  1807,  the 
bed  produced  a  crop,  which,  added 
to  that  of  the  iiland,  afforded  a 
fupply  for  the  family  of  five  dozen 
bottles  of  cranberries,  befides  a 
fmall  balket  referved  for  prefent 
ufe.  The  total  contents  of  the 
two  cranberry  beds  is  326  fquare 
feet ;  the  quantity  of  land  employ¬ 
ed  for  railing  ftrawberries  at 
Spring  Grove,  is,  after  the  divi- 
fions  between  the  beds  have  been 
deduced,  3643  fquare  feet;  the 
beds  neceflary  to  give  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  cranberries  for  the  fa¬ 
mily,  did  not  therefore  occupy 
quite  one-eighth  of  the  fpace  al¬ 
lotted  to  ftrawberries. 

The  fociety  will,  I  hope,  for¬ 
give  this  detail  of  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  this  kind  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  :  fuccefsful  as  it  has  been,  it 
muft  ftill  be  confidered  in  its  in- 
fancy,  and  not  fufficiently  eftab- 
lifhed  to  afford  general  rules  for 
the  regulation  of  a  gardener’s  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  it  originated  entirely  in 
a  fortunate  accident,  the  hiftory 
of  which  will,  it  is  hoped,  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  method 
now  pradlifed,  and  at  the  fame  time 
bear  teftimony  in  favour  of  the 
opinion,  that  more  benefit  has  been 
derived  in  the  advancement  of  hor¬ 
ticultural  knowledge,  by  purfuing 
the  hints  which  nature  continually 
gives,  than  from  the  effedt  of  ab- 
ftradl  reafoning  and  original  in¬ 
vention. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  during 
the  feven  years  thefe  cranberries 
have  been  cultivated  at  Spring 
Grove,  no  circumftance  has  arifen, 
from  the  variety  of  feafons,  from 
blight,  or  any  other  circumftance, 
that  has  diminifhed  the  quantity  of 
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a  full  crop;  the  flowers  have  iflued 
out  of  their  buds  in  abundance,  in 
their  due  feafon,  and  fewer  of  them 
have  been  abortive,  than  in  gene¬ 
ral  is  the  cafe  in  other  plants.  The 
fruit  has  gradually  {Welled  and 
duly  ripened,  without  being  fub- 
jeft  to  the  attack  of  any  vermin, 
or  to  injuries  of  any  kind  Tom  the 
excefles  of  heat  or-  cold,  or  from 
thofe  of  wetnefs  and  drought. 


An  Account  of  a  Method  of  haftening 
the  Maturation  of  Grapes .  By 
John  Williams,  Efq.  From  the 
fame . 

It  is  a  faCl  well  known  to  gar¬ 
deners,  that  vines,  when  expofed 
in  this  climate  to  the  open  air,  al¬ 
though  trained  to  walls  of  fouthern 
afpeft,  and  having  every  advan¬ 
tage  of  judicious  culture,  yet,  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  our  feafons, 
ripen  their  fruit  with  difficulty. 
This  remark,  however,  though 
true  in  general,  admits  of  fome  ex¬ 
ceptions,  for  I  have  occaflonally 
feen  trees  of  the  common  white 
mufcadine,  and  black  clutter  grapes, 
that  have  matured  their  fruits  very 
well,  and  earlier  by  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  than  others  of  the 
fame  kinds,  and  apparently  pofleff- 
ing  fimilar  advantages  of  foil  and 
afpeft. 

The  vines  that  ripened  the  fruit 
thus  early,  I  have  generally  re¬ 
marked,  were  old  trees,  having 
trunks  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  be¬ 
fore  their  bearing  branches  com¬ 
menced.  It  occurred  to  me,  that 
this  difpofition  to  ripen  early 
might  be  occafioned  by  the  dry- 
nefs  and  rigidity  of  the  veflcls  of 


the  old  trunk,  obtt rutting  the  clr^ 
culation  of  that  portion  of  the  fa p, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  deicend  from 
the  leaf.  And  to  prove  whether  or 
not  my  conjectures  were  correCl,  I 
made  incittons  through  the  bark  on 
the  trunks  of  feveral  vines  growing 
in  my  garden,  removing  a  circle  of 
bark  from  each,  and  thus  leaving 
the  naked  alburnum  above  an  inch 
in  width  completely  expofed  ;  this 
was  done  in  the  months  of  J  une  and 
July.  The  following  autumn  the 
fruit  growing  on  thefe  trees  came 
to  great  perfedion,  having  ripened 
from  a  fortnight  to  three  weeks 
earlier  than  ufual :  but  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fpring,  the  vines  did  not 
fhoot  with  their  accuftomed  vigour, 
and  I  found  that  I  had  injured 
them  by  expofing  the  alburnum 
unneceflarily . 

Laft  fummer  thefe  experiments 
were  repeated  ;  at  the  end  of  July 
and  beginning  of  Auguft,  I  took 
annular  excifions  of  bark  from  the 
trunks  of  feveral  of  my  vines,  and 
that  the  expofed  alburnum  might  be 
again  covered  with  new  bark  by 
the  end  of  autumn,  the  removed 
circles  were  made  rather  lefs  than  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  width.  Two 
vines  of  the  White  Frontiniac,  in 
fimilar  ftates  of  growth,  being 
trained  near  to  each  other  on  a 
fouth  wall,  were  feleCled  for  trial ; 
one  of  thefe  was  experimented  on 
(if  I  may  ufe  the  term)  the  other 
was  left  in  its  natural  ftate,  to 
form  a  ftandard  of  comparifon. 
When  the  circle  of  bark  had  been 
removed  about  a  fortnight,  the 
berries  on  the  experimented  tree 
began  evidently  to  fwell  fatter 
than  thofe  on  the  other,  and  by  the 
beginning  of  September  fhowed 
indications  of  approaching  ripe- 
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nefs,  while  the  fruit  of  the  uncx- 
perimented  tree  continued  green 
and  fmall.  In  the  beginning  of 
Oddober  the  fruit  on  the  tree  that 
had  the  bark  removed  from  it,  was 
quite  ripe,  the  other  only  juft  be¬ 
gan  to  fhow  a  difpofition  to  ripen, 
for  the  bunches  were  fhortly  after¬ 
wards  deftroyed  by  the  autumnal 
frofts.  In  every  cafe  in  which 
circles  of  bark  were  removed,  I  in¬ 
variably  found  that  the  fruit  not 
only  ripened  earlier,  but  the  berries 
were  confiderably  larger  than 
ufual,  and  more  highly  flavoured. 

The  effects  thus  produced  l  can 
account  for  only,  by  adopting  Mr. 
Knight’s  theory  of  the  downward 
circulation  of  their  fap,  the  truth 
of  which  thefe  experiments,  in  my 
opinion,  tend  ftrongly  to  confirm. 
I  therefore  imagine  by  cutting 
through  the  cortex  and  liber  with¬ 
out  wounding  the  alburnum,  that 
the  defeent  of  that  portion  of  the 
fap  which  has  undergone  prepara¬ 
tion  in  the  leaf  is  obftru&ed  and 
confined  in  the  branches  lituated 
above  the  incifion  ;  confequently 
the  fruit  is  better  nourifhed,  and 
its  maturation  haftened,  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  conflderable  point  gained  in 
the  culture  of  the  vine,  to  be  able 
to  bring  the  fruit  to  perfection, 
by  a  procefs  fo  Ample,  and  fo  eafily 
performed.  But  left  there  Ihould 
be  any  mifconception  in  the  fore¬ 
going  ftatement,  I  will  briefly  de- 
feribe  the  exaift  method  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  any  perfon,  who,  m,ay  be 
deflrous  of  trying  this  mode  of  ri¬ 
pening  grapes.  The  belt  time  for 
performing  the  operation  on  vines 
growing  in  the  open  air,  is  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  July,  or  begin¬ 
ning  of  Auguft  ;  and  it  is  a  mate¬ 
rial  point,  not  to  let  the  removed 
circle  of  bark  be  too  wide  :  from. 


one  to  two  eighths  of  an  inch  will 
be  a  fpace  of  fuffieient  width;  the  ex- 
pofed  alburnum  will  then  be  cover¬ 
ed  again  with  new  bark  before  the 
following  winter,  fo  that  there  will 
be  no  danger  of  injuring  the  future 
health  of  the  tree. 

It  is  not  ol  much  confequence  in 
what  part  of  the  tree  the  incifion 
is  made,  but  in  cafe  the  trunk  is 
very  large,  I  Ihould  recommend 
that  the  circles  be  made  in  the 
fmaller  branches. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  all 
fhoots  which  come  out  from  the 
root  of  the  vine,  or  from  the  front 
of  the  trunk  fituated  below  the  in¬ 
cifion,  muft  be  removed  as  often  as 
they  appear,  unlefs  bearing  wood 
is  particularly  wanted  to  fill  up  the 
lower  part  of  the  wall,  in  which 
cafe  one  or  two  {hoots  may  be  left. 

Vines  growing  in  forcing  houfes 
are  equally  improved  in  point  of 
fize  and  flavour,  as  well  as  made 
to  ripen  earlier  by  taking  away 
circles  of  bark  :  the  time  for  doing 
this,  is  when  the  fruit  is  fet,  and 
the  berries  are  almoft  the  fize  of 
fmall  fhot.  The  removed  circles 
may  here  be  made  wider  than  on 
vines  growing  in  the  open  air,  as 
the  bark  is  fponer  renewed  in  forc¬ 
ing  houfes,  owing  to  the  warmth 
and  moifture  in  thofe  places.  Half 
an  inch  will  not  be  too  great  a 
width  to  take  offin  a  circle  from  a 
vigorous  growing  vine,  but  I  do 
not  recommend  the  operation,  to  be 
performed  at  all  in  weak  trees, 

I  think  that  this  pcaftice  may 
be  extended  to  other  fruits,  fo  as  to 
haften  their  maturity,  efpecially 
jigs,  in  which  there  is  a  moft  abun¬ 
dant  flow  of  returning  fap;  and  it 
demonftrates  to  us,  why  old  trees 
are  more  difpofed  to  bear  fruit 
than  young  ones.  Miller  informs 
[3  A  3]  us, 
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us,  that  the  vineyards  in  Italy  are 
thought  to  improve  every  year  by 
age  till  they  are  fifty  years  old. 
It,  therefore,  appears  to  me,  that 
nature,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  pro¬ 
duces  effe&s  fimilar  to  what  I  have 
above  recommended  to  be  done  by 
art.  For,  as  trees  become  old,  the 
returning  veflels  do  not  convey 
the  fap  into  the  root,  with  the 
fame  facility  they  did  when  young : 
thus  by  occafionally  removing  cir¬ 
cles  of  bark,  we  only  anticipate 
the  procefs  of  nature ;  in  both 
cafes  a  ftagnation  of  the  true  fap  is 
obtained  in  the  fruiting  branches, 
and  the  redundant  nutriment  then 
palfes  into  the  fruit. 

I  have  fometimes  found  that  af¬ 
ter  the  circle  of  bark  has  been  re¬ 
moved,  “  a  fmall  portion  of  the  in¬ 
ner  bark  has  adhered  to  the  albur¬ 
num  it  is  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  to  remove  this,  though  ever 
fo  fmall,  otherwife  in  a  very  (hort 
fpace  of  time,  the  communication 
is  again  eftablifhed  with  the  root, 
and  little  or  no  effed  produced. 
Therefore  in  about  ten  days  after 
the  firft  operation  has  been  per¬ 
formed,  I  generally  look  at  the 
part  from  whence  the  bark  was  re¬ 
moved,  and  feparate  any  fmall 
portion,  which  may  have  efcaped 
the  knife  the  firft  time. 


On  preparing  from  Bean  Stalks  a 
SubJUtute  for  Hemp ,  By  the  Rev, 
fames  Hall, 

From  the  FrajifaBions  oj  the  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts, 
Lie.  Vol.  XXVII. 

Sir, 

Though  it  has  not  been  attended, 
to,  nor  fo  lar  as  I  know,  has  ever 


been  mentioned  by  any  one,  yet  it 
is  certain  that,  according  to  its 
fize,  every  bean  plant  contains 
from  20  to  35  filaments,  or  fibres, 
running  up  on  the  outfide,  under  a 
thin  membrane,  from  the  root  to 
the  very  top  all  round,  the  one  at 
each  of  the  four  corners  being  ra¬ 
ther  thicker  and  ftronger  than  the 
reft.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  next  to 
Chinefe,  or  fea  grafs,  in  other 
words,  the  material  with  which 
hooks  are  fometimes  fixed  to  the 
end  of  fifhing  lines,  the  filaments, 
or  hempen  particles  of  the  bean 
plants,  are  amongft  the  ftrongeft 
yet  difeovered.  Thefe,  with  a 
little  beating,  rubbing,  and  {bak¬ 
ing,  are  eafily  feparated  from  the 
ftrawy  part,  when  the  plant  has 
been  fteeped  10  or  12  days  in  wa. 
ter,  or  is  damp,  and  in  a  ftate  ap¬ 
proaching  to  fermentation,  or  what 
is  commonly  called  rotting.  Walk¬ 
ing  and  pulling  it  through  hackles, 
or  iron  combs,  firft  coarfe,  and  then 
finer,  is  neceflary  to  the  drefling 
of  bean  hemp  ;  and  fo  far  as  I  have 
yet  difeovered,  the  eafieft  way  of 
feparating  the  filaments  from  the 
thin  membrane  that  furrounds 
tljem. 

From  carefully  obferving  the 
medium  number  of  bean  plants  in  a 
fquare  yard,  in  a  variety  offields  on 
both  fides  of  the  Tweed,  as  well  as 
in  Ireland, and  multiplying  them  by 
4840,  the  number  of  fquare  yards 
in  an  acre,  and  then  weighing  the 
hemp,  or  filaments  of  a  certain 
number  of  thefe  ftalks,  I  find  that 
there  are  at  a  medium,  about  two 
cwt,  of  hemp,  or  thefe  filaments  in 
every  acre,  admirably  calculated 
for  being  converted  into  a  thou- 
fand  articles,  where  ftrength  and 
durability  is  of  importance,  as  well 

as. 
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as,  with  a  little  preparation,  into 
papers  of  all  kinds ;  even  that  of 
the  moft  delicate  texture. 

Now,  fince  there  are  at  leaft 
200,000  acres  of  ticks,  horfe  and 
other  beans  planted  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  and  lince  where 
there  is  not  machinery  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  the  poor,  both  young  and 
old,  females  as  well  as  males,  be¬ 
longing  to  each  of  the  9,700  pa¬ 
rishes  in  England,  &c.  where  beans 
are  railed,  might  (hemp  having 
rifen  of  late  from  60  to  120  pounds 
per  ton)  be  advantageoully  em¬ 
ployed  in  peeling  or  otherwife  fe- 
parating  thefe  filaments  from  the 
ftrawy  part  of  the  plant,  after  the 
beans  have  been  threfhed  out,  I 
leave  it  to  the  feelings  of  the  Socie¬ 
ty  to  judge  of  the  importance  of  the 
idea  held  out  here,  not  only  to  the 
poor,  but  to  the  landholders,  and 
the  community  at  large. 

Itisnearly  twelve  months  fince, 
by  analyfing  its  component  parts, 

I  difcovered  hemp  in  the  bean 
plant.  I  would  have  written  to  you 
then,  Sir,  on  the  fubjeft,  and  lent 
a  fpecimen,  but  that  I  was  trying 
experiments  with  other  plants,  as  I 
am  during  my  leifure  hours  doing 
at  prefent ;  and  I  wifhed  to  afcer- 
tain  in  what  degree  this  fpecies  of 
hemp  is  liable  to  injury  from  dif¬ 
ferent  fituations,  and  the  changes  of 
the  atmofphere.  With  a  view  to 
this,  I  expofed  one  parcel  nearly 
twelve  months,  to  all  the  varieties 
of  the  air  within  doors,  and  kept 
another  nearly  as  long  conftcintly 
under  water,  and  find  them  not  in 
the  leaft  injured.  The  chief  dif  - 
ference  1  perceive  is,  that  the  one 
kept  conftantly  under  water, 
namely  the  whited;  of  the  fpeci- 
mens  fent  you,  has  aflhmed  a  rich 
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filky  glofs,  and  a  much  more 
agreeablecolour  than  it  had  before. 

But  though  this  is  the  cafe  with 
bean  hemp  after  it  is  cleaned  and 
drefled,  and  which,  though  ftiff 
and  hard  when  dry,  is  pliable  and 
eafily  managed  when  rather  damp 
or  wet,  it  feems  otherwife  with  it 
previous  to  its  being  feparated 
from  the  ftraw.  If  bean  ftraw  be 
kept  for  years  under  water,  or 
quite  dry,  it  produces,  I  find,  hemp 
as  good  and  frefh  as  at  firft.  But 
if  the  ftraw  be  fometimes  wet,  and 
fometimes  dry,  the  filaments  or 
fibres  are  apt  to  be  injured.  The 
fpecimens  of  bean  hemp  accompany¬ 
ing  this  letter,  in  the  form  of 
oakum  for  caulking  fhips,  having 
been  long  expofed  to  the  varieties 
of  the  weather,  previous  to  being 
feparated  from  the  ftraw,  is  a  proof 
of  its  being  confiderably  injured. 
If  the  ftraw  of  the  bean  was  feat, 
tered  thin  on  the  ground,  and  ex¬ 
pofed  to  the  weather  for  two  or 
three  months,  I  have  uniformly 
found  that  the  hemp,  or  fibres,  are 
loofened,  and  eafily  feparated  from 
the  ftrawy  part,  without  any  other 
procefs  than  merely  beating,  rub¬ 
bing  and  Ihaking  them,  and  perhaps 
t;his  is  the  eafieft  way  of  obtaining 
bean  hemp  ;  but  then,  from  being 
thus  expofed,  and  the  fermentation 
that  takes  place  in  the  ftrawy  part, 
which  is  of  a  fpungy  nature,  com¬ 
municating  itfelf  to  the  fibres,  or 
hemp,  I  find  that  thefe  are  gene¬ 
rally  lefs  or  more  injured,  though 
not  fo  much  fo,  in  my  opinion,  as 
to  prefent  them  from  being  excel¬ 
lent  materials  for  making  paper. 

I  have  alfo  found,  and  the  im-* 
portance  of  the  idea  will,  I  hope, 
be  an  excufe  for  mentioning  it 
here,  that,  though  the  water  in 
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which  bean  ftraw  has  been  put  to 
fteep,  in  a  few  days  generally  ac¬ 
quires  a  black  colour,  a  blue  fcum, 
and  a  peculiar  tafte,  yet  cattle 
drink  it  greedily,  and  feemed  fat¬ 
tened  by  it.  But  my  experiments 
have  hitherto  been  on  too  limited 
a  fcale  to  be  able,  in  a  fatisfaftory 
manner,  to  afcertain  this  laft  cir- 
cumftance.  When  the  water  in 
which  bean  ftraw  has  been  put  to 
fteep,  become  fetid,  which  I  find 
it  is  fcarcely  more  apt  to.  become 
than  common  ftagnant  water,  on 
being  ftirred  by  driving  horfes  or 
cattle  through  it,  by  a  ftick,  or  in 
any  other  way  fet  in  motion,  (as  is 
the  cafe  with  all  putrid  water, 
even  the  ocean  itfelf )  the  fetid  par¬ 
ticles  fly  off,  and  the  effluvia  dies 
away. 

When  ftraw  is  to  be  fteeped  for 
bean  hemp,  the  beans  are  to  be 
ihrefhed  in  a  mill :  the  beans  fhould 
be  put  to  the  mill  not  at  right  an¬ 
gles,  but  on  a  parallel,  or  nearly 
fo  with  the  rollers,  elfe  the  ftraw, 
particularly  if  the  beans  are  very 
dry,  is  apt  to  be  much  cut.  If  the 
ftraw  is  not  to  be  fteeped,  on  putting 
the  beans  to  be  threihed  at  right 
angles,  or  nearly  fo,  with  the  rol¬ 
lers  of  the  mill,  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  fibres,  or  hemp,  may 
eafily  be  got  from  the  ftraw,  thefe 
being  in  general  not  fo  much  cut 
as  the  ftraw;  but  often  found  tornoff 
and  hanging  about  it  like  fine  few- 
ing  threads.  The  hemp  thus  taken 
off,  though  its  lying  under  water 
for  months  would  do  it  no  harm, 
requires  only  to  be  fteeped  a  few 
minutes,  drawn  through  a  hackle 
and  walked,  previous  to  its  being 
laid  up  for  ufe.  If  the  hemp,  or 
fibres,  collefted  in  this  way  (which 
is  a  fine  light  bufinefs  for  children,. 


and  fuch  as  are  not  able  for  hard 
work,  and  requires  no  ingenuity), 
are  intended  only  for  making  pa¬ 
per,  they  require  neither  fteeping 
nor  hacklings,  but  only  to  be  pu£ 
up  into  parcels  and  kept  dry  till 
fent  to  the  manufacturer. 

The  ftiaw  of  beans  contains  a 
faccharine  juice,  and  is  highly  nu¬ 
tritive,  perhaps  more  fo  than  any 
other  i  and  like  clover,  the  prun- 
ingsof  the  vine,  the  loppings  of  the 
fig  tree,  &c.  produces  a  rich  infu- 
fion,  and  uncommonly  fine  table 
beer,  as  well  as  an  excellent  fpirit 
by  diftillation.  It  is  the  hemp  or 
fibres  that  prevents  cattle  from 
eating  it.  Thefe,  like  hairs  in 
human  food,  make  cattle  diflike  it. 
The  collecting  of  it,  therefore, 
fhould  never  be  negleded,  nor  the 
boys  and  girls  in  workhoufes  and 
other  places  be  permitted  to  be 
idle,  while  bufinefs  of  this  kind 
would  evidently  tend  both  to  their 
own  and  their  employer’s  advan¬ 
tage. 

It  is  a  fa<ft,  that  about  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  mills  for  beating  and 
dreffmg  hemp  and  flax,  a  large 
proportion,  in  fome  inland  places 
both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
amounting  nearly  to  one  half  of 
what  is  carried  thither,  is  either 
left;  there  to  rot,  under  the  name  of 
refufe,  or  thrown  away  as  of  no 
ufe,  becaufe  too  rough  and  fhort  for 
being  fpun  and  converted  into 
cloth.  Now,  from  the  experiments 
I  have  tried,  and  caufed  to  be 
tried,  I  have  uniformly  found,  that, 
though  too  rough  and  fhort  for  be¬ 
ing  converted  into  cloth,  even  of 
the  coarfeft  kind,  the  refufe  of 
hemp  and  flax,  on  being  beaten  and 
fhaken,  fo  as  to  feparate  the  ftrawy 
from  the  ftringy  particles,  which 

can 
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can  be  done  in  a  few  minutes  by  a 
mill  or  hard  labour,  as  is  moll 
convenient,  becomes  thereby  as 
foft  and  pliable,  and  as  ufeful  for 
making  paper,  as  the  longeft,  and 
what  is  reckoned  the  moft  valuable 
part  of  the  plant,  after  it  has  been 
converted  into  cloth  and  worn  for 
years. 

In  its  natural  date,  it  is  true  the 
refufe  of  hemp  and  flax  is  generally 
of  a  brown  and  fomewhat  dark  co¬ 
lour.  But  what  of  that  ?  By  the 
application  of  muriatic  acid,  oil  of 
vitriol,  or  other  cheap  ingredient, 
well  known  to  the  chemifts  as 
well  as  to  every  bleacher,  fuch  re¬ 
fufe,  without  being  in  the  leaft  in¬ 
jured  for  making  paper,  can,  in  a 
few  hours,  if  neceffary,  be  made  as 
white  as  the  fineft  cambric. 

There  are  at  a  medium,  publilh- 
ed  in  London,  every  morning, 
16,000  newfpapers,  and  every 
evening  about  14,000.  Of  thofe 
publilhed  every  other  day  there 
are  about  10,000.  The  Sunday 
newfpapers  amount  to  about25,ooo, 
and  there  are  nearly  20,000  other 
weekly  papers,  making  in  all  the 
enormous  fum  of  245,000  per 
weel$,  At  a  medium  20,  newfpa¬ 
pers  are  equal  to  one  pound— hence 
the  whole  amount  to  about  flve 
tons  per  week,  or  260  tons  per 
annum.  But  though  this,  perhaps, 
is  not  one  half  of  the  paper  ex¬ 
pended  in  London  on  periodical 
publications,  and  what  may  be 
called  fugacious  literature,  and  not 
one  fourth  part  of  what  is  confum- 
ed  in  printing  houfes  in  the  coun¬ 
try  at  large,  yet  there  are  mate¬ 
rials  enough  in  the  refufe  of  the 
hemp  and  flax  raifed  in  Britain 
and  Ireland  for  all  this  and  much 
more. 

Nor  is  this  all,  for  as  the  bine 


or  ftraw  of  hops,  a  circumftance 
well  known  to  the  Society,  con¬ 
tains  an  excellent  hemp  for  mak¬ 
ing  many  articles,  fo  alfo  will  it 
prove  a  moft  excellent  material  for 
making  all  kinds  of  paper.  And 
it  is  a  fad,  that  were  even  the  one 
half  of  the  bine  of  hops  raifed  in 
the  counties  of  Kent,  Suflex,  and 
Worcefter,  inftead  of  being  thrown 
away  or  burnt,  after  the  hops  are 
picked,  as  is  commonly  done, 
fteeped  for  ten  or  twelve  days  in 
water,  and  beat  in  the  fame  way 
as  is  done  with  hemp  and  flax, 
independent  of  what  might  be 
got  from  bean  hemp,  and  a  variety 
of  articles  well  known  to  the  So¬ 
ciety,  there  would  be  found  annu¬ 
ally  materials  enough  for  three 
times  the  quantity  of  paper  ufed  in 
the  Britifti  Dominions. 

I  have  the  honour,  See. 

James  Hall. 


On  the  Ufes  of  JVhins  or  Furze,  By 
Major  Spencer  Cochrane . 

From  the  fame , 

Its  utility  as  food  for  cattle  has 
been  long  known,  though  probably 
not  fufficiently  appreciated,  but  as 
a  medicine,  I  never  till  within  a 
few  years  heard  of  it.  My  infor¬ 
mation  was  firft  received  from  a 
gentleman  who  has  been  an  officer 
in  the  army,  a  friend  and  relation 
of  mine;  he  is  feventy-five  years 
of  age,  and  in  good  health,  and 
what  he  fays  may  be  depended  on. 
In  Odlober,  1  806,  he  informed  me 
that  his  fight  had  been  much 
(Lengthened  by  drinking  an  infu- 
flon  of  whin  or  furze  bloffoms, 
dried  in  the  fun  in  fummer.  The 
infufion  is  made  from  a  teacup  full 
of  the  bloffoms,  in  a  tea-pot,  in  the 

manner 


S3 8]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


manner  of  tea,  and  the  dofe  half  a 
tumbler  at  night;  that  he  never 
had  a  cough  fince  he  firft  ufed  it, 
which  was  fifty  years  ago ;  it  adfs 
as  a  diuretic,  and  by  perfpiration, 
and  when  the  dofe  is  increafed, 
promotes  ileep.  In  October  1808, 
he  informed  me  that  he  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  the  ufe  of  the  whin  tea,  that 
he  had  no  cough,  and  that  his  (kin 
was  remarkably  fine  and  foft, 
which  he  attributes  to  its  ufe, 

I  have  alfo  ufed  the  whin  blof, 
foms  with  good  effect,  myfelf,  and 
can  fafely  recommend  them. 

My  friend  fuppofes  the  young 
{hoots  of  furze  may  anfwer,  if  the 
bloffoms  cannot  be  got ;  he  informs 
me,  that  when  an  epidemical  cold 
came  from  Germany,  and  dell  rov¬ 
ed  many  horfes  in  England,  the 
eaft  wind  continued  fix  weeks,  and 
the  infection  came  over  to  Ireland, 
where  he  had  the  care  of  a  troop, 
in  fo  poor  a  village  that  he  could 
get  neither  bran  nor  malt  for 
mallies,  which  were  ordered  for 
the  horfes  withfulphur,  after  bleed¬ 
ing  :  that  he  ordered  the  men  to 
cut  furze,  and  to  give  it  to  the 
horfes,  after  they  had  beaten  it 
well  on  the  pavement :  that  at  firft 
they  had  to  mix  it  with  oats,  but 
that  in  two  days  the  horfes  devour¬ 
ed  it  like  clover.  That  by  thefe 
means  he  recovered  them  all, 
though  every  other  troop  loft  two 
or  three  ;  and  that  his  was  the  only 
troop  in  good  condition  at  the  re¬ 
view. 


Dire  SI  ions  for  taking  Care  of  grooving 
Plants  at  Sea*  By  Dr  Roxburgh ,* 
From  the  fame. 

Particular  care,  if  not  placed  in 
a  cabin,  muft  be  taken  that  they 
are  kept  covered  during  ftormy 


weather,  or  fuch  as  raifes  the  leaft 
faline  fpray  in  the  air,  for  the  chief 
danger  plants  are  liable  to  at  fea, 
is  occafioned  by  the  faline  particles 
with  which  the  air  is  then  charged, 
thefe  falling  on  the  plants,  quickly 
evaporate,  but  leave  the  deadly 
fait  behind  ;  every  care  muft  there¬ 
fore  be  taken  to  guard  againft  fait 
water  and  the  fpray  at  fea.  During 
moderate  weather,  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  keep  the  boxes  open,  for 
plants  cannot  long  exift  without 
air  and  light,  alfo  during  moderate 
rain,  which  is  much  better  for 
plants  than  water  from  the  calk, 
but  too  much  moifture  is  more 
dangerous  than  drought.  When 
the  weather  is  dry,  it  will  be  ne^> 
ceflary  to  give  them  a  little  frefh 
water  now  and  then,  the  periods 
and  quantity  cannot  be  pointed  out 
in  any  inftrmftions,  as  the  ftate  of 
the  weather  muft  be  the  guide. 

Dire&ions  where  to  place  the 
chefts  cannot  well  be  given,  as 
that  will  in  a  great  meafure  depend 
on  the  fize,  ftrudiure,  &c.  of  the 
ftiip.  In  our  Indiamen,  round  the 
capftan  on  the  quarter  deck,  feems 
the  beft  on  many  accounts,  the 
greateft  danger  in  fuch  a  fituation 
is  while  the  deck  is  wafhing  in  the 
mornings ;  the  boxes  muft  then  be 
fhut,  and  covered  with  a  piece  of 
canvas,  or  fomething  to  prevent  the 
fait  water  getting  in  between  cre¬ 
vices. 

When  plants  from  a  cold  clir 
mate  get  into  a  warm  one,  they 
fhoot  moft  luxuriantly,  and  often 
kill  or  choke  one  another ;  the 
longer  (hoots  muft  therefore  be 
frequently  lhortened,  and  as  many 
of  the  leaves  thinned  as  will  give 
the  reft  air  and  room.  Infers, 
particularly  caterpillars,  often  make 
their  appearance  about  the  fame 
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time  ;  they  muft  be  carefully  pick¬ 
ed  off. 

Balkets  with  roots  (fiich  as  pota¬ 
toes,  dec.)  or  fucculent  plants,  may 
be  hung  up  in  any  cool,  airy  place, 
fuch,  for  example,  as  the  project¬ 
ing  part  of  the  deck  which  covers 
the  wheel  in  our  Indiamen,  or  hung 
over  the  ftern  ;  but  in  that  cafe 
they  muft  be  covered  with  a  tar¬ 
paulin  or  painted  canvas. 

Seeds  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  cool, 
dry  place,  and  never  put  below  in 
the  gun  room,  hold,  or  lower 
deck. 

Roots  ought  to  be  packed  in 
dry  fand,  after  being  moderately 
dried,  and  difpatched  in  any  fhip 
that  fails  about  the  clofe  of  the 
year. 


Method  of  making  a  cheap  Apparatus 
for  filtering  and  purifying  Water, 
By  Mr.  J.  J.  Hawkins.  From 
the  Repertory  of  Arts,  Vol. 

XIII. 

This  apparatus  confifts  of  a  vef. 
lei  of  wood,  metal,  earthenware, 
or  other  convenient  material,  hav¬ 
ing  holes  in  the  bottom,  covered 
with  a  piece  of  thick  flannel,  on 
which  powdered  charcoal  is  lain, 
about  two  inches  high.  This  vef- 
fel  is  placed  over  another  of  rather 
larger  diameter,  having  an  aperture 
near  the  bottom,  furniftied  with  a 
cock  ;  the  water  to  be  purified  and 
filtered  is  poured  on  the  charcoal, 
through  which  it  gradually  paffes, 
and  drops  perfectly  fweet.  and 
clear,  into  the  lower  veflfel ;  from 
whence  it  is  drawn  off  by  the 
cock  for  ufe. 

The  charcoal  fhould  be  made  al- 
moft  as  fine  as  fand,  either  by  be¬ 
ing  pounded  in  a  mortar,  or  ground 


in  a  coffee  mill ;  which  laft  plan  is 
the  beft,  fince  it  leaves  the  parti¬ 
cles  more  nearly  of  one  fize ;  it 
muft  of  courfe  be  broken  into  fmall 
pieces,  before  the  mill  can  receive 
it. 

Saw  duft  may  be  burnt  into 
charcoal,  and  would  at  once  be  fine 
enough  for  the  purpofe,  if  cut  from 
hard  wood ;  but  if  from  foft,  it 
muft  be  pulverized  a  little  more. 

Some  little  attention  is  neceffary 
in  putting  the  charcoal  into  the 
veffel ;  a  portion  of  the  charcoal, 
fay  about  half  an  inch  high,  muft 
be  well  damped,  and  laid  in  that 
ftate  on  the  flannel,  then  a  fecond 
portion  of  about  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity,  wetted  to  the  confiftence  of 
mortar,  is  to  be  put  on  the  firft ; 
afterwards  a  third  quantity,  wetted 
ftill  more,  fhould  be  added ;  and 
laftly,  the  remainder,  mixed  with 
fo  much  water  as  to  be  eafily  pour¬ 
ed  on  ;  after  {landing  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  to  fettle  down,  water 
fhould  be  poured  on,  a  little  at  a 
time,  till  it  begins  to  drop,  which, 
if  proper  care  has  been  taken,  will 
be  quite  clear  and  fweet,  but  hav¬ 
ing  a  {lightly  dufty  tafte,  that  will 
go  off  after  a  few  hours.  Should, 
however,  the  firft  running  be  a  lit¬ 
tle  blacky  it  will  not  be  neceffary  to 
difturb  the  charcoal,  becaufe  that 
blacknefs  will  foon  ceafe,  if  water 
be  kept  pafling  through  it  ;  and 
when  once  it  runs  clear,  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  fo  many  months,  and 
perhaps  years.  But  although  it 
a<fts  as  a  filter  for  fo  long  a  time, 
and  will  feparate  whatever  of  foul- 
nefs  is  merely  mixed  with  the  wa¬ 
ter,  yet  it  foon  lofes  the  power  of 
attracting  that  putridity  which  is 
in  a  ftate  of  folution  ;  and  confc- 
quently  will  not  purify  more  than 
a  given  quantity  of  water. 
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The  following  are  the  refults  of 
my  experiments  on  this  point. 

One  quart  of  powdered  charcoal 
purified  one  gallon  of  water  taken 
from  the  macerating  tubs  of  an  ana¬ 
tomical  laboratory,  where  it  had 
been  ufed  for  many  months  with¬ 
out  being  changed,  to  foak  the 
Hefh.  from  the  bones;  it  was  the 
moft  offenfive  water  that  could 
pofiibly  be  procured.  The  char¬ 
coal  rendered  it  perfectly  fvveet. 

It  purified  fix  gallons  of  green 
ftagnant  water  from  a  pond  : 

Ten  gallons  of  the  worft  water 
found  in  the  calks  on  a  long  fea 
voyage : 

Two  hundred  gallons  of  fuch 
water  as  is  ufually  drank  on  a 
three  month’s  voyage  :  and 

Five  hundred  gallons  of  river 
water  taken  oppofite  a  large  city. 

It  mull  be  noted,  thatv  when 
charcoal  is  wanted  to  purify,  it 
muft  be  frefh  burnt ;  but  if  only  to 
filter,  that  precaution  is  not  ne- 
ceflary.  When  it  has  loft  its 
purifying  quality,  it  may  be  re¬ 
covered  again,  by  being  heated 
red-hot  in  a  crucible,  or  iron  pot, 
or  even  an  earthen  one,  over 
which  a  piece  of  tile,  or  plate  of 
iron  is  loofely  laid. 

In  taking  the  charcoal  out  of 
the  filtering  veflel,  a  layer  of 
about  half  an  inch  Ihould  be  left 
on  the  flannel,  becaufe  in  that 
cafe,  much  lefs  care  will  be  re¬ 
quired  in  returning  it  into  its 
place  again  ;  and  the  water  that 
thus  runs,  will  not  have  that  dully 
tafte,  which  it  would  have  if  the 
whole  of  the  charcoal  were  re^ 
placed  by  that  which  is  frefh 
burnt. 

In  pouring  on  the  water,  great 
cate  muft  be  taken  not  to  dillurb 
the  charcoal  to  any  confiderable 


depth  below  the  furface,  left  the 
water  Ihould  pafs  too  rapidly  for 
complete  filtration.  This  acci¬ 
dent  may  be  avoided,  by  laying 
a  piece  of  paper,  or  cloth,  or 
even  a  piece  of  thin  board  over 
the  charcoal,  to  pour  the  water 
on. 

The  fize  of  the  apparatus  muft, 
of  courfe,  depend  on  the  quantity 
of  water  wanted  ;  that  now  in  my 
mufeum  is  eight  inches  diameter, 
and  the  fame  depth,  and  it  filters 
from  fix  to  feven  gallons  every 
twentv-four  hours  :  the  holes  in 
the  bottom  are  about  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  dif. 
tant  from  each  other  about  half  an 
inch. 

The  flannel  is  of  that  flout  kind, 
ufually  made  for  ironing  cloths. 

The  purifying  power  of  char¬ 
coal  has  been  known  for  a  con¬ 
fiderable  time  ;  but  a  fimple  and 
convenient  way  of  uling  it,  has 
not,  I  believe,  yet  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  public  ;  nor  has  its  filter¬ 
ing  property  been  at  all  taken 
notice  of.  It  has  been  fuppofed 
neceflary  to  ufe  fand,  or  fome 
other  fubftance,  to  filter  the  water, 
after  charcoal  had  purified  it ;  but 
on  trying  a  great  variety  of  fub- 
ftances  for  filtering,  I  found  pow¬ 
dered  charcoal  by  far  the  beft  ;  it 
fuffers  a  greater  quantity  of  water 
to  pafs  in  a  given  time,  and  ren¬ 
ders  it  more  clear ;  and  certainly 
no  filtering  apparatus  can  be  made 
cheaper  than  this.  It  is  alfo 
fcarcely  poflible  that  a  perfon  can 
be  in  any  fituation,  either  at  fea 
or  on  land,  but  that  he  may  pro¬ 
cure  fuch  a  one,  in  cafe  the  water 
he  ufes  requires  it.  It  is  more 
than  probable  he  can  find  fome 
kind  of  a  veflel  in  the  bottom  of 
which  holes  may  be  made  ;  a 
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piece  of  flannel  or  blanket  to  lay 
over  the  holes,  or,  in  lieu  of  thefe, 
fome  thickneflfes  of  linen  or  can¬ 
vas,  or  even  fome  hay,  flraw,  or 
mofs  $  any  thing  that  will  fupport 
the  charcoal,  and  yet  let  the 
water  pafs  through  :  and  he  can 
find  a  piece  of  wood,  that  by 
burning  to  a  coal,  ard  quenching, 
will  f'urnifh  him  with  charcoal, 
which  he  may  reduce  to  powder 
with  a  flone,  or  hammer,  in  de¬ 
fault  of  a  peftle  and  mortar,  or 
a  coffee-mill. 


On  the  culture  of  Sea  Kail ,  and  on 
the  Stake -Fijhing  in  India . 

From  the  Farmer’s  Magazine, 
Sir, 

The  intimate  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  held  and  the  garden, 
renders  your  Farmer’s  Magazine 
a  proper  channel  for  conveying  to 
your  numerous  readers  ufeful,  and 
I  am  fure,  acceptable  information, 
concerning  horticulture. 

The  following  little  piece  of 
intelligence  may  be  of  ufe9  The 
fpecies  of  coleworts  called  Sea- 
Kail,  is  becoming  a  general  ar¬ 
ticle  of  cultivation  in  gardens  all 
over  the  ifland,  and  no  wonder. 
It  is  an  agreeable  fubftitute  for 
afparagus,  and  fooner  ripe  for  our 
tables,  by  a  month  or  fix  weeks. 
If  permitted  to  grow  in  the  open 
air,  it  would  be  green  and  unfit 
for  ufe.  It  requires  being  blanch¬ 
ed  like  celery.  The  following 
account  of  the  moft  proper  culture 
may  be  beneficial  to  your  readers. 

The  feed  is  to  be  fown  in  the 
month  of  April,  in  drills,  on  a 
good  dry  light  foil :  as  the  plants 
rife,  thin  them,  and  keep  them 


clean.  The  fir  A  winter  earth 
them  up,  to  protect  them  from  the 
frofl ;  the  following  fummer,  thin 
them  to  about  eighteen  inches 
diflance,  leaving  the  beft  plants. 
At  Chriftmas,  take  away  the 
decayed  leaves,  and  cover  up 
each  plant  with  a  large  deep 
pan  or  flower  pot,  upon  which 
lay  a  quantity  of  the  leaves  of 
trees,  to  keep  off  the  frofl,  and 
create  heat  to  the  plants.  Litter 
or  flable-dung  is  fometimes  ufed 
inflead  of  leaves,  but  is  apt  to 
give  the  plants  a  rank  tafle.  In 
the  following  month  of  April, 
the  pots  will  be  quite  full  of  fine 
tender  blanched  fhoots,  which 
may  be  cut  over  by  the  ground, 
(but  not  too  near)  and  the  flumps 
covered  up  again  for  a  fecond 
crop.  This  may  be  repeated  with 
the  fame  plants  two  or  three 
times  during  the  fpring,  before 
the  plants  are  left  for  fummer’s 
growth.  With  this  treatment  the 
fea-kail,  if  fufflciently  boiled  in 
two  waters,  will  be  found  equal  to 
any  afparagus  or  broccoli,  and  may 
be  eaten  with  butter,  or  butter 
and  vinegar,  and  pepper,  as  may 
fuit  the  tafle.  The  plant  being 
a  perennial  one,  will  lafl  for  any 
length  of  time  with  proper  cul¬ 
ture. 

The  above  mode  is  the  one  at 
prefent  fuccefsfully  pradlifed  by 
his  Majefly’s  gardener  at  Kenfing- 
ton. 

Allow  me  now  to  furnifh  you 
with  fome  information  on  another 
fubjedl. 

A  gentleman  long  refident  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  and  of  eflablifhed 
veracity,  informs  me,  that  the 
art  of  catching  fifh  of  all  kinds 
by  means  of  flake-nets,  has  been 
long  known  there,  and  pradlifed 
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more  extenfively  than  with  us. 
At  Surat,  he  fays,  he  obferved 
Hake-nets  fet  in  the  open  fea,  a 
league  and  further  from  land,  and 
in  thirteen  or  fourteen  fathom 
water.  The  fifhers,  in  the  fpring, 
provide  Hakes  of  the  proper 
length,  by  joining  teak  wood- 
trees  to  each  other,  and  pointing 
them  with  iron,  or  hardening 
them  by  fire.  The  Hakes  are,  at 
high  water,  let  down  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  ;  a  rope  is  laid  over  their 
upper  end  ;  the  rope  is  fattened 
to  two  heavy  loaded  boats,  one 
on  each  fide  of  the  flake  ;  when 
the  fea  ebbs,  the  weight  of  the 
boats  forces  down  the  pointed 
Hakes  deep  in  the  fand ;  nets 
are  fattened  between  thefe  flakes, 
and  drawn  up  occafionally,  with 
fifli  of  every  kind  caught  in  them. 
Before  the  approach  of  the  tern- 
pefluous  feafon,  the  Hakes  are 
drawn  up,  and  carried  to  land. 
They  are  pulled  up  by  inverting 
the  manner  of  fattening  them; 
buoyant  boats  are  fattened  to  them 
at  low  water,  and  as  the  tide 
rifes,  the  boats  rise  alfo,  and  poll 
up  the  flakes.  I  fee  no  reafon  to 
doubt  of  this  method  of  fifliing 
being  as  pradlicable  in  our  feas 
as  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  We  have 
many  banks  at  fea  fhallower  than 
fourteen  fathom,  and  the  fhal¬ 
lower  the  better.  Sand-banks  are 
moft  frequented  by  fifhes,  pro¬ 
bably  on  account  of  the  worms 
bred  in  them.  The  high  price  of 
beef  and  mutton  has  alfo  raifed  the 
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value,  and  increafed  demand  for 
fifti ;  and  offers  great  encourage¬ 
ment  for  trying  new  experiments 
to  bring  more  to  market. 

Domesticus. 


Majiic  for  rejijling  the  Aft  ion  of 
Fire  and  Water . 

The  following  dire&ions  are 
given  in  the  foreign  journals,  for 
preparing  a  compofition  of  this 
defcription.  Take  half  a  pint  of 
milk,  mix  with  it  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity  of  vinegar,  fo  as  to  coagu¬ 
late  the  milk  ;  feparate  the  curds 
from  the  whey,  mix  the  latter 
with  the  whites  of  four  or  five 
eggs,  after  having  beaten  them 
well  up.  The  mixture  of  thefe 
fubftances  being  complete,  add 
quick-lime  to  them,  which  has 
been  paffed  through  a  fieve  ;  make 
the  whole  into  a  thick  Dafte,  to 
be  of  the  confiftence  of  putty 
when  you  ufe  it. 

If  this  mattic  is  carefully  ap¬ 
plied  to  broken  bodies,  or  to  fif- 
ftires  of  any  kind,  and  dried  pro¬ 
perly  afterwards,  it  refills  water 
and  fire.  M.  Skogo,  a  merchant 
of  CarHkrona,  doled  a  large  crack 
in  the  bottom  of  a  large  iron 
cauldron,  in  which  he  frequently 
boils  pitch,  and  this  cauldron  has 
now  ferved  him  for  five  years  in 
this  ftate,  without  requiring  any 
further  repairs. 
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On  the  Vajfage  of  the  Red  Sea ,  by 
the  Jfraelites »  From  V oyages  and 
Travels  to  India ,  Ceylon ,  the  Red 
Seaf  &c.  By  George  Vij 'count 
Valentia . 

IPVERY  traveller  who  has  vi- 
fited  the  upper  part  of  the 
Red  Sea,  muft  naturally  have 
turned  his  thoughts  to  the  mira¬ 
culous  paflage  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  through  it,  and  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  hoft  of  Pharaoh.  Po- 
cock,  Niebuhr,  Pere  Sicard,  and 
Bruce,  have  all  given  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  their  opinions  as  to  the  fpot, 
where  this  event  adlually  took 
place*  I  perfectly  agree  with  the 
laft  named  gentleman,  that  to 
feek  for  natural  caufes  to  explain 
a  miracle,  is  perfectly  abfurd ; 
and  that  it  was  as  eafy  for  the 
Almighty  to  carry  his  people 
through  the  wideft  and  deepeft 
part  of  the  fea,  as  through  the 
narroweft  and  moft  Ihoaly.  But 
as  the  divifion  of  the  water  is 
the  only  thing  that  is  reprefen  ted 
by  Mofes  as  being  miraculous, 
we  muft  look  to  the  pofition  of 
the  mountains  on  its  weftern  fide, 
to  difcover  in  what  fpot  it  was 
pofiible  for  the  children  of  Ifrael 
to  approach  the  Red  Sea. 

A  chain  of  hills  extends  from 
the  high  land  of  Zeyte,  nearly  to 
Abou  Daraja,  between  which  and 


Attake  is  the  firft  valley,  by 
which  600,000  men,  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  cattle,  could  reach  the 
fea  from  Egypt.  Sicard  and 
others  have  believed  this  to  be 
the  line  of  their  march,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  the  conjecture  of  Nie¬ 
buhr,  that  Attake  was  the  fouth- 
ern  boundary  of  their  journey. 

To  place  this  in  a  clearer  light, 
it  will  be  necelfary  to  afcertain, 
whence  the  children  of  Ifrael  be¬ 
gan  their  journey,  and  to  confider 
the  account  given  of  their  move¬ 
ments  by  Mofes.  The  ancient 
metropolis  of  Lower  Egypt  was 
On,  or  Heliopolis,  and  there  it  it 
probable  the  Pharaohs  refided  in 
the  time  of  Jofeph.  Jofeph  placed 
his  brethren  in  a  part  of  the 
country  named  Golhen,  but  which 
is  afterwards  called  Rameffes.  In 
the  46th  chapter  of  Genefis,  it  is 
faid,  that  Jofeph  went  up  to  meet 
Ifrael  his  father  to  Gofhen  ;  which 
is  tranfiated  in  the  Septuagint 
Hpiiwv  ttoAjv,  yyv  P otpicjcrri. 
Monfieur  Du  Bois  Ayme  in  a 
paper  read  before  the  Inftitute 
of  Egypt,  very  juftly  obferves, 
that,  as  this  tranfiation  was  made 
by  the  Seventy  only  fifty  years 
after  the  Macedonians  had  efta- 
blifhed  themfelves,  the  Egyptian 
names  muft  have  been  (till  known, 
and  confequently,  that  we  are  per- 
fe&ly  fafe  in  believing  Heroopo- 

lis 
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lis  to  have  been  fi mated  in  the 
land  of  Ramefles,  or  Gofhen. 

To  fix  the  pofition  of  Heroopo- 
lis  is  rather  difficult,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  apparently  contra¬ 
dictory  aflertions  of  ancient  au¬ 
thors.  Mofes,  in  the  text  above 
referred  to,  clearly  ftiews,  that 
it  was  on  the  dired  road  from 
Canaan  to  Heliopolis,  while  Strabo 
fpeaks  of  it  as  being  near  Arfinoe, 
and  at  the  top  of  the  gulf  called 
Heroopolitan.  To  reconcile  thefe 
aflertions  in  any  degree,  the  Ara¬ 
bian  Gulf  rauft  have  formerly  ex¬ 
tended  much  farther  than  it  does 
now,  or  a  confiderable  latitude 
rauft  be  allowed  to  the  expreffion 
of  Strabo. 

The  French  engineers  dif- 
covered,  when  in  polleffion  of 
Suez,  that  at  a  little  diftance  to 
the  north  of  that  place,  are 
marfhes  which  extend  for  above 
twenty-five  miles,  and  are  adually 
lower  than  the  fea,  though  they 
are  not  overflowed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  large  bar  of  fand 
which  has  accumulated  between 
them  ;  nothing,  therefore,  can  be 
more  probable,  than  that,  in  times 
fo  far  back  as  the  departure  of  the 
Ifraelites,  the  fea  itfelf  extended 
to  thefe  marfhes  ;  and  that  fince, 
the  fame  gradual  encroachments  of 
fand  from  the  Defer t,  which  have 
formed  the  Tehama  in  Lower 
Arabia,  have  annihilated  the  fea 
in  a  place  where  it  was  fo  much 
narrower.  The  contradictions  may 
be  ftill  further  removed  by  the 
fuppofition,  that  Strabo  considered 
himfelfas  juftified  in  defcribing  a 
place  as  being  on  the  Gulf,  which 
was  aCfually  fituated  on  the  canal 
that  united  it  with  the  Nile,  and 
which,  from  being  of  the  greateft 


confequence  in  the  province,  gave 
its  name  to  it. 

Were  we,  however,  inclined  to 
give  every  weight  to  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  Strabo,  his  evidence  would 
be  fet  afide  by  the  higher  autho¬ 
rity  of  Mofes,  who  proves  that 
Gofhen  was  in  the  way  to  Ca¬ 
naan  ;  and  by  the  ftiort  account 
of  Ptolemy,  who  declares,  that 
Heroopolis  was  on  the  confines 
of  Arabia,  and  that  the  canal  of 
Trajan  ran  through  it.  The 
courfe  of  this  canal  has  been 
traced  by  the  French  engineers, 
from  longitude  310  52'  to  320  20' 
running  in  nearly  an  eaft  and 
weft  direCHon,  in  about  30°  32' 
north  latitude. 

It  is,  therefore,  within  this 
line  only  that  we  can  look  for 
it;  and  I  am  inclined  to  admit 
the  opinion  of  M.  Ayme  as  well 
founded,  that  the  ruins  he  dis¬ 
covered  at  Aboukechied,  indicate 
the  fpot  where  Heroopolis  flood, 
and  where,  confequently,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  aClually  refided, 
extending  themfelves  over  a  coun¬ 
try  that  fuftained  their  numerous 
flocks  and  herds,  to  the  borders  of 
that  part  of  Egypt  where  grain  was 
cultivated,  but  in  which  they  would 
not  be  permitted  to  fojourn,  in 
confequence  of  their  deflroying 
the  facred  animals.  I  cannot,  there¬ 
fore,  for  a  moment  believe,  that 
Heliopolis  was  within  their  bounds, 
or  that  they  ever  went  either  to 
the  fouth  or  weft  of  it ;  though  it 
appears,  indeed,  from  the  account 
of  the  facred  hiftorian,  that  they 
were  near  to  this  capital  of  Pha- 
roah  ;  but  Mofes  is  fpoken  of  as 
having  gone  out  to  his  brethren, 
which  would  feem  to  imply  that 
they  were  at  fome  little  diftance. 

Taking 
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Taking,  therefore,  any  part  of 
the  country  between  Aboukechied 
and  Heliopolis  as  being  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Rameffes,  whence  the 
Children  of  Ifrael  departed,  how 
improbable  does  it  appear,  that 
they  fhould  proceed  into  the  low¬ 
land  of  Egypt,  to  the  very  banks 
of  the  holy  river,  to  round  Mo- 
kattem,  and  enter  the  valley, 
which,  beginning  there,  extends 
to  the  Red  Sea ;  and  this  at  a 
time  when  they  were  thruft  out 
from  the  land  of  the  Egyptians, 
who  did  not  believe  themfelves 
fafe,  till  they  had  got  rid  of  them. 

In  the  13th  chap,  verfe  17th  of 
Exodus,  it  is  declared,  that  i(  God 
led  them  not  through  the  way  of 
the  land  of  the  Philiftines,  al¬ 
though  that  was  near”  (verfe  18th) 
i(  but  about  through  the  way  of 
the  wildernefs  of  the  Red  Sea.” 
Now,  both  thefe  obfervations  are 
perfedly  true,  if  they  fet  off  from 
the  vicinity  of  Heroopolis,  which 
was  actually  on  the  way  to  Ca¬ 
naan,  but  would  be  falfe,  if  they 
began  their  journey  from  oppolite 
Memphis,  whence  it  would  be 
much  nearer  to  reach  the  Red  Sea 
than  the  land  of  the  Philiftines. 

By  the  fuppofxtion  that  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  refided  nearer  to  the 
defert,  we  get  rid  of  the  difficulty 
of  their  having  to  march  fixty 
miles  in  only  three  ftages,  which 
is  the  diftance  from  the  Nile  to  the 
Red  Sea,  and  which  feems  almoft 
impoffible,  incumbered  as  they 
were,  with  children,  cattle,  bag¬ 
gage,  and  kneading  troughs,  even 
fuppofing  that  their  three  marches 
were  in  a  direct  line  eaft,  which 
appears  to  have  been  by  no  means 
the  cafe ;  for  they  were  directed, 
after  the  fecond  day’s  march, 
Vol.  LL  or  Vol.  IX.  Niw  f 


when  they  quitted  Etham  on  the 
edge  of  the  wildernefs,  <c  to  turn/* 
and  encamp  before  Pihaheroth, 
between  Migdol  and  the  fea. 

Confiding  in  the  promifes  of 
Mofes,  confirmed  as  they  were  by 
the  miracles  which  he  had  wrought, 
it  is  probable  that  the  Ifraelites 
had  prepared  for  their  departure, 
and  were  all  affembled  at  fome  one 
place,  waiting  impatiently  for  the 
refult  of  his  laft  interview  with 
Pharaoh.  The  foot  chofen  muft 
have  been  where  they  could  either 
move  towards  Canaan,  or  the  Red 
Sea,  and  it  muft  have  been  at  fuch 
a  diftance  only  from  the  Defert, 
that  they  could,  although  incum¬ 
bered,  reach  the  confines  of  it  in 
two  marches,  and  the  Red  Sea  in 
three. 

If  the  Red  Sea  terminated  then, 
as  it  now  does,  at  Suez,  it  appears 
to  me  impoffible  to  fix  on  any  fpot 
that  unites  thefe  requifite  points ; 
but  if  it  extended  then  over  the 
marffies,  furveyed  and  laid  down 
by  Monfieur  Ayrrte,  the  difficulry 
would  be  removed,  and  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  modern  Balbeis,  on  the 
banks  of  Trajan’s  canal,  would 
accord  with  the  defcription  of  the 
facred  hiftorian,  for  it  is  in  the 
dired  road  from  Heliopolis  to 
Canaan,  and  not  above  thirty- 
five  miles  from  the  fea. 

As  the  great  weight  of  my 
argument  depends  on  the  fad, 
that,  from  the  prefent  appearance 
of  the  country,  there  is  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  Red 
Sea  did  adually  extend,  in  for¬ 
mer  times,  twenty-five  miles  north 
of  Suez,  I  think  it  may  be  right 
to  obferve,  that  the  Savant,  from 
whom  I  have  derived  my  informa¬ 
tion,  is  not  a  perfon  who,  being 
eiues,  [3  O]  zealous 
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zealous  for  the  caufe  of  religion, 
might  have  falfffied  a  little  to  get 
rid  of  a  difficulty,  ,but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  feels  it  necefiary  to 
juftify  himfelf  from  the  fufpicion 
of  believing  in  the  miracles  ot 
Mofes,  in  vvhofe  book  he  declares 
that  the  tranfa&ions  are  doubtful, 
and  the  philofophy  abfurd.  We 
may  furely  admit  the  evidence  of 
fuch  a  witnefs,  when  it  tends  to 
confirm  the  authenticity  of  religi¬ 
ous  hiftory. 

It  is  evident  that  Pharaoh  could 
have  no  expe&ation  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  IfraePs  return,  when  he 
had  fo  frequently  witneffed  their 
refufals  to  depart  without  their 
cattle  and  their  children ;  and  he 
muft  have  been  confirmed  in  this 
idea  by  their  carrying  with  them 
the  bones  of  Jofeph.  But  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  left  dreadful  vifitation 
probably  hung  over  him,  and  pre¬ 
vented  his  purfuing  them,  while 
they  continued  their  proper  route, 
and  feemed  under  the  guidance  of 
their  Almighty  Leader  ;  but  when 
they  turned  afide,  and  were  a£lu- 
ally  entangled  in  the  land,  and  fhut 
in  by  the  wildernefs,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  hope  that  he  might  again 
recover  fo  valuable  a  body  of 
flaves.  This  is  the  reafon  afligned 
by  Scripture  for  his  purfuit  ;  and 
I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  with 
Mr.  Bruce,  that  he  was  influen¬ 
ced  by  refentmenc  at  the  Ifrael- 
ites  carrying  away  their  jewels. 
In  faCl,  the  idea  is  abfurd,  that 
he  fhould  feel  tranquil  while  they 
were  carrying  off  the  fpoils  of  the 
Egyptians  to  a  country  whence  he 
could  never  hope  to  bring  them 
back,  and  that  his  anger  fhould 
be  roufed  when  they  were  once 
more,  apparently,  in  his  power. 


Defcription  of  the  Ruins  of  the  an- 

cient  Temple  of  Ifsy  at  Bah  be  if. 

From  the  fame » 

We  here  quitted  the  river  (the 
Nile)  to  viflt  the  ruins  of  Bahbeit, 
or  the  beautiful  houfe,  which 
D’Anville  has  confldered,  and  I 
think  with  juftice,  as  the  Ifis  Op- 
pidum  of  Pliny.  It  is  difficult  to 
conjecture  how,  without  the  aflat- 
ance  of  gunpowder,  the  vafl  maffes 
of  granite,  of  which  the  ruins  con- 
fifl,  could  have  been  thrown  into 
the  form  in  which  they  now  meet 
the  eye  of  the  aftonifhed  traveller. 
Blocks,  ten  feet  long  and  five  feet 
broad  and  wide,  are  piled  on  each 
other,  in  fuch  a  way  as  frequently 
to  leave  openings  fufficiently  large 
for  a  perfon  to  pafs  underneath, 
and  view  the  beautiful  fculpture 
with  which  one  face  of  each  fo 
covered.  The  Arabs  have  removed 
the  fand  in  the  centre,  by  which 
means  it  is  apparent  that  there  is 
as  much  of  the  building  under¬ 
ground,  as  there  is  above ;  and 
in  feveral  places  the  mafiive  foun¬ 
dation  ftill  remains.  Without  any 
very  great  expenfe,  the  ground 
plan  might  be  afoertained,  by  em¬ 
ploying  the  Arabs  to  clear  away 
the  rubbifh  ;  but  this  can  never  be 
executed  in  fafety  while  Egypt  is 
under  its  prefent  favage  mailers. 
Three  different  kinds  of  granite 
have  been  ufed  in  this  beautiful 
temple;  the  firfl  is  a  very  fine 
grained  red,  mixed  with  black  and 
a  little  white  ;  the  fecond  is  black, 
and  of  an  Inferior  quality  ;  the 
third  is  the  common  Thebaic  red, 
with  much  white  and  a  little 
black.  On  each  of  thefe  the  fub- 
jeCl  is  different,  and  the  fiyle  of 
carving  diflimilar. 
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On  the  firft  are  reprefentations 
C>f  the  goddefs  Ifis,  feated,  and  a 
perfon  offering  gifts  to  her,  with  a 
border  of  written  hieroglyphics 
about  a  foot  broad,  inclofing  each 
pair  of  figures  in  a  compartment. 
The  head  drefs  of  Ifis  not  exaftly 
the  fame  in  any  two  places*  nor 
are  the  offerings  fimilar,  nor  made 
by  the  fame  perfons.  Below  thefe, 
but  feparated  from  them  by  a  line 
of  fine  pointed  ftars  touching  each 
other,  is  a  range  of  fmaller  figures, 
bearing  tables  with  three  legs,  on 
which  are  placed  three  vafes  and 
other  ornaments.  I  could  find  no 
remains  of  the  door  way,  except 
the  vaft  block  which  covered  it, 
and  which  had  on  it  the  globe, 
with  the  two  ferpents  and  the 
wings,  as  ufually  found  in  the 
temples  of  Upper  Egypt.  Nothing 
could  be  more  admirably  executed 
than  the  baffo  relievo  of  this 
part  of  the  temple,  which  pro¬ 
bably  formed  the  front,  or  the 
wings ;  the  polifh  remained  per¬ 
fect  on  the  faces :  the  defigns  were 
good,  but  the  figures  were  invari¬ 
ably  ill  drawn. 

On  the  fecond,  or  black  gra¬ 
nite,  which  I  conjecture  to  have 
covered  the  outer  walls,  are  a 
number  of  figures,  fome  feated, 
but  the  greater  part  {landing,  with 
their  hands  extended,  among  which 
we  found  one  with  the  hawk’s 
head,  having  in  his  hand  the  crofs, 
with  a  circular  handle,  which  has 
given  rife  among  the  learned  to  fo 
many  fanciful  conjectures.  Thefe 
are  of  inferior  execution  to  the 
firft,  and  inflead  of  being  raifed, 
are  funk  into  the  granite,  and 
have  only  a  little  relief,  but  not 
fo  much  as  to  bring  the  figure  to 
the  level  of  the  furface  in  which 
they  are  cut. 
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The  third  kind  has  certainly 
been  employed  for  the  body  of  the 
temple  itfelf,  the  roof  is  alfo  com- 
pofed  of  it,  and  is  covered  with 
the  five-pointed  flars.  The  pillars, 
of  which  we  could  only  difcover 
the  remains  of  three,  are  like  wife 
of  the  fame  material :  the  capitals 
are  formed  of  four  gigantic  heads 
of  Jiis,  and  the  fhafts  are  covered 
with  hieroglyphics.  The  blocks 
of  this  granite,  except  thofe  in¬ 
tended  for  the  roof,  are  fmaller 
than  the  others,  and  are  only  or*, 
namented  with  hieroglyphics  cut 
into  them  without  any  relief. 
Several  of  thefe  are  very  lingular, 
but  the  goofe  with  the  globe,  and 
the  ferpent  with  the  cap  on  his 
head,  are  the  moft  frequent.  At 
one  extremity  of  the  ruin  is  a 
great  lion  of  the  fame  granite, 
but  fo  buried  in  the  earth  that 
we  could  not  judge  of  its  ex¬ 
ecution. 

Pococke  vifited  thefe  fplendid 
ruins,  and  fpeaks  of  them  with 
a  juft  degree  of  admiration.  Sava- 
ry,  as  ufual,  runs  into  a  ftrain 
of  panegyric,  which  is  abfurd* 
The  features  in  the  baffo  relie¬ 
vos  are  certainly  beautiful,  but 
the  figures  are  out  of  all  propor¬ 
tion,  and  difplay  a  total  igno¬ 
rance  of  anatomv.  Since  their 
times  the  devaftations  of  the  na¬ 
tives  have  continued,  and  many 
a  valuable  record  of  the  ancient 
fplendour  of  the  Delta  has  been 
deftroyed  to  form  a  millftone,  or 
the  fill  of  a  door.  The  French 
alfo  removed  a  few,  but  there  are 
ftill  remaining  a  fufficient  quantity 
to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  a  tra¬ 
veller.  I  hope  and  truft  that  the 
day  will  arrive,  when  fome  of  the 
moft  perfect  will  be  conveyed  to  a 
country  where  they  will  be  free 
[3  O  2]  from 
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from  injury,  and  their  merit  be 
juftly  appreciated. 


Talk  bel<weene  the  Scotifh  Queen  and 
me  (Mr.  Sommer)  riding  from 
Sheffield  to  Wing  f eld .  2.  Septem¬ 
ber  1584.  From  the  State  Papers 
and  Letters  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler. 

After  (he  had  againe  uttered  her 
grief  of  her  long  imprifonment, 
having  fpent  her  yeres  from  24.  to 
paft  40,  and  by  combre  and  impo- 
tency  become  old  in  body,  fhe  de- 
lyvered  the  lyke  grief  as  fhe  had 
done  3  days  paft  to  my  lord  of 
Shrewfbury,  and  Mr.  Chauncellor 
of  the  duchy,  that  the  quenes 
majefty  had  no  confidence  in  her 
wordes,  when  fhe  told  them  to  Sir 
William  Meldmay  and  Mr.  Beale*, 
as  things  have  happenid  fince  in 
Scotland,  whereof,  and  of  Mr. 
Secretaryes  evell  ufage  and  recep¬ 
tion  in  Scotland  going  thither 
without  her  recommendacion,  fhe 
faid  fhe  foretold,  but  could  not  be 
belevid.  And  now  that  her  ma- 
jeftie  having  found  her  true  in  that, 
if  her  highnefs  wold  truft  her,  it 
fhoulde  appeere  yet  that  fhe  hath 
meanes  and  credit  to  do  her  good 
fervice.  I  told  her  (as  I  had  done 
thother  day)  that  upon  further 
proof,  and  leaving  to  pradtife,  and 
to  have  unfite  intelligence  with 
her  fon,  and  fom  evell  minifter 
about  him  to  the  trouble  of  her 
majeftie,  and  of  her  eftates,  fhe 
might  fy  nde  her  highnes  her  good 
freend.  And  that  their  wrytings 
which  ar  comme  to  her  majeftys 


knowledge,  wherein  is  fpoken  of 
an  enterprife  in  England,  tending 
for  her  libertie  and  encrefting  of 
her  fon’s  greetnes,  and  fo  ment  to 
ccmra  to  her,  hath  both  greatly' 
offended  her  majefty,  and  gyven 
her  caufe  to  think,  that  fhe  the 
Scotifh  quene  is  a  party  in  that 
enterprife,  whatfover  it  is.  As 
for  to  have  intelligence,  (quod 
fhe)  with  my  fon,  and  to  eftyrne 
of  theim  whome  he  makith  ac- 
compt  of,  as  his  good  fervants, 
and  doth  fo  recommend  them  unto 
me,  I  muft  nedes  do  that ;  for  if  I 
fhuld  leave  my  fon,  who  is  to  me 
more  than  any  thing  in  this  world, 
and  truft  the  quene  my  good  fuf- 
ter’s  favour,  which  I  cannot  gette, 

I  might  be  fo  without  both,  and 
then  what  fhuld  become  of  me  ? 
And  as  for  my  fon,  nothing  can 
fever  me  from  him  ;  for  I  ly  ve  for 
him,  and  not  for  my  felf.  And 
therefore  furely,  faid  fhe,  I  muft 
truft  to  th*  one.  But,  quod  fhe, 
if  I  might  be  affured  and  fynd  to 
have  the  quene  my  good  fillers 
favor,  and  that  fhe  wold  truft  me 
in  the  points  which  I  have  long 
offered,  and  now  lately  movid, 
and  in  other  good  offices  that  I 
wold  doo,  file  fhuld  fynd  good 
caufe  to  think  better  of  me  than 
fhe  hath  don ;  for,  quod  fhe,  I 
have  my  fons  awne  hand  yet  to 
{how,  that  he  offres  to  be  ordrid 
altogether  by  me  in  all  things, 
who  alfo  hath  fent  me  certein 
things  to  have  myne  opinion  upon 
them  :  whereof  he  hath  long  callid 
for  anfwer;  but  I  have  of  pur- 
pofe  ftayd  it  yet,  and  done  no- 


*  Sir  Walter  Mildmay  fecretary,  and  alfo  Robert  Beale,  clerk  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil,  the  fame  who  afterwards  witneffed  the  execution  of  queen  Mary,  were  engaged  in 
a  negotiation  with  Mary,  which  was  fuddenly  broken  off  by  ElizaLeth,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  the  Guife  family  were  forming  fome  plan  for  the  Scottish  queen’s 
deliverance. 

thing 
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thing  therunto,  hoping  that  the 
quene  my  good  fuller  wold  have 
employed  me  in  the  good  motions 
I  have  made.  Therfore,  quod 
(he,  if  it  wolde  pleafe  her  majef- 
ty  to  be  fervid  by  me,  it  is 
tyme ;  for  in  gud  faith  Mr.  So- 
mer,  I  feare  my  fon  will  take 
an  other  courfe  Ihortly  without 
my  dire&ion.  Wherin  I  (hall  not 
be  able  then  to  flay  him,  as  I 
am  fure  I  can  do  yet.  And  as 
to  the  enterprife  you  fpoke  of, 
by  my  troth  I  knew  not  nor 
heard  any  thing  of  it ;  nor,  fo 
God  have  my  foule,  will  ever 
confent  any  thing  that  fhulde  tro- 
ble  this  Hate,  whereof  I  feek  the 
quyet  with  all  my  hart ;  for  if 
any  unquietneslhould  happen  heere, 
it  wold  be  layd  to  my  charge,  and 
fo  might  I  be  in  greater  danger. 
And  as  to  an  other  point,  (which 
indeede  I  had  told  her  then  of  an 
inllru&ion  gy*ven  to  ung  quidamy  to 
be  fent  to  the  duke  of  Guife,  that/ 
he  fhuld  haflen  things,  becaufe  the 
quenes  ma jelly,  as  was  there  writ- 
ten,  was  about  to  caufe  the  kyng 
of  Scots  to  dy  by  an  extraordinary 
death,  (which  was  to  greet  an 
indignite  and  irreparable  wrong 
done  to  the  quenes  majellie,  my 
fouverayn,  as  moll  falfe,  and  far 
from  her  ma  jellies  thought,)  fhe 
faid,  that  indeede  my  lord  Ruthen 
had  told  the  king  her  fon  fo,  as 
(he  heard  ;  but  fo  God  have  her 
foule  Ihe  fufpendid  her  judgment 
therein.  Well,  madame,  quod  I, 
you  heere  what  evell  minillers  do, 
thinking  to  do  you  and  your  fon 
good  fervice,  but  it  is  far  other- 
wife,  and  therefore  deferve  fmall 
credit  by  thus  hindering  you,  and 
thus  to  trouble  the  quenes  majef- 
ty.  But  feeing,  quod  I,  you  dif* 
avow  the  knowledg  of  thefe  things, 


and  do  offer  to  do  fo  good  offices 
for  her  highnes  fervice,  and  to 
have  her  favour,  may  I  be  fo  bold 
to  alk  your  grace,  what  you  have 
thought  upon  the  mater  in  particu- 
larite,  and  what  you  wold  do  to 
have  her  majellies  favour.  Mary, 
quod  ftie,  to  perfwade  my  fon  to 
entre  into  a  good  mutuall  league, 
offenfyve  and  defenfyve  with  the 
queen  my  good  fuller,  if  Ihe  wold 
fo  lyke  of  it,  and  therin  to  compre- 
hende  the  kinge  of  France  in  ref- 
peft  of  the  ancyent  league  betwene 
France  and  Scotland  ;  and  as  I 
know,  quod  Ihe,  the  French  king 
hath  commaunded  his  ambalTadour 
M.  de  Mauriffiere  to  have  fpeciall 
care  of  that,  if  any  treaty  Ihoulde 
be  talked  of  between  England  and 
Scotland  :  And  fuch  a  league,  quod 
Ihe,  wold  be  better  for  England 
than  for  Scotland,  becaufe  England 
iyeth  more  upon  thofe  that  have 
been  clangeroufe  to  it  than  Scot¬ 
land  doth,  and  fo  lhall  thofe  two 
realmes  lyve  long  in  peace,  feeing 
no  forayne  prince  doth  clayme  any 
thing  in  them.  This  feemith  a 
very  good  motion,  quod  I,  and 
a  thing  which  the  princes  of  both 
realmes  have  always  fought  by 
allyances  and  other  ways.  But 
hath  been  oft  empeached  by  fo- 
rayn  practices  and  ambition  of 
fomme  of  that  realme ;  as  namely 
of  frelh  memory,  the  motion  of 
a  matche  betwen  king  Edward  6 
and  her.  Therfore,  quod  fhe,  it 
is  good  to  looke  to  it  now,  whilft 
it  may  be  holpen,  alluring  that 
her  fon  well  harken  Ihortly  abrode 
for  a  party,  as  he  did  already. 
Madame,  quod  I,  what  other 
thing  have  you  thought  upon  in 
this  mater,  for  you  have  good 
leafure  ?  In  good  faith,  quod  fhe, 
Scotland  is  poor,  not  able  to 
[g  0  3]  maynt#yn 
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maynteyn  a  king,  and  tlierfore 
England  muft  gyve  good  penfions, 
for  fo  furely  my  fon  is  fo  offrid  in 
other  places.  And  therby  the 
quene  my  good  fuller  fhall  gayne 
much ;  for  by  this  meanes  Ihe 
Ihuld  fave  gretly  in  her  charge  in 
Ireland,  where,  if  fhe  nedid,  my 
fon  wold  healp  with  his  folk  to 
get  her  good  obedyance,  and 
Ihuld e  not  neede  (thefe  two  realmes 
being  fo  united  in  arnyty)  to  fpend 
money  to  mayntayne  the  warres 
in  other  contreys  to  keepe  her 
awne  in  quyat,  naming  what  her 
majefty  had  done  in  France,  and  in 
the  king  of  Spayne’s  countreys, 
who  remembre,  and  have  their 
eys  fixed  upon  her  doings.  Be- 
iides  that,  quod  Ihe,  all  my  kinf- 
folkes  wold  be  her  majefties  faith¬ 
ful  frende,  whome  fhe  doth  now 
fufpedt ;  and  then  commended 
highly  the  duke  of  Guife,  for  his 
valyantnes  and  faithfullnes  to  his 
frends.  There  is  another  thing  to 
be  done,  quod  Ihe,  in  this'  cafe, 
which  mull  be  my  care,  that  is, 
the  popes  bull  againfl  all  thofe  of 
the  religion  proteftant,  which  I 
will  take  in  hande  to  deale  in. 
That  in  refpedl  to  me  being  a 
catholik  queene,  the  fame  fhall  not 
tooche  my  real  me,  though  my  fon 
be  a  proteftant,  and  then  none 
will  dare  tooche  th’one  realm  for 
religion  without  offending  both. 
Thus  Mr.  Sommer,  quod  Ihe,  I 
fpeake  playnly  to  you,  that  you 
may  teftify  of  my  goodwill  to  do 
good,  if  it  pleafe  the  queen  to 
truft  me.  And  I  wold  to  God  the 
quene  my  good  fuller  knew  my 
hart,  which  in  good  faith  Ihe  fhall 
never  fynd  falfe  to  her,  fo  as  I 
and  my  fon  may  have,  the  quenes 
majefties  favour,  as  aperteyns, 
being  of  her  blood,  and  fo  neere. 


Madame,  quod  I,  if  you  mean 
therby  any  claime  after  her  majef- 
tie  as  you  have  been  playne  with 
me,  fo  1  befeeche  yow  gyve  me 
leave  to  be  playne  with  yow  ; 
that  is,  if  you  or  your  fonn  fpeake 
any  thing  in  the  world  of  that 
mater,  either  in  any  fuche  treaty 
as  you  defyne,  or  by  other  dif- 
cours  or  meffage  that  yow  may 
make  or  fend  to  her  majeftie,  I 
know  that  you  fhall  greatly  dif- 
pleafe  her  highnes  and  her  people, 
and  do  yourfelf  no  good,  therfore, 
whatfoever  yow  or  your  fon  do 
think  therof,  leave  of  to  deale 
therin,  and  leaving  all  to  God’s 
good  will,,  be  content  wyth  her 
majefties  favour,  otherwais  if  you 
hope  to  have  it  of  her  highnes,  for 
file  knowith  by  deere  experience 
what  it  is  to  offend  her  majeftie  ill 
great  things.  She  thanked  me  for 
my  playneffe  and  good  advife,  and 
faid  fhe  wold  not  offend  her  ma- 

j 

jeftie  therin  ;  defyring  then  that 
fhe  might  have  at  the  leaft  her 
highnes  lyke  favour  and  eftimation 
as  other  of  her  blood  had  at  her 
hands. 

Then  did  I  alk  her  opinion 
where  as  fhe  thought,  the  king 
her  fon  had  fancy  to  match ;  and 
that  I  had  heard  of  the  princes  of 
Lorrayn.  She  faid  there  was  fucht 
a  motion,  but  thought  it  would 
not  be.  And  faid  that  the  duke 
of  Florence  had  offer’d  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  being  of  14  or  15  years,  and 
a  million  of  crownes  with  her. 
Why,  madame,  quod  1,  do  you 
think  that  the  duke  wold  fend 
his  daughter  from'  that  warm  and 
deynty  countrey  of  Tufcane  into 
that  cold  realme  of  Scotland  ; 
yea,  I  warrant  you,  quod  ihe. 
She  faid  alfo,  that  there  was  a  mo¬ 
tion  made  for  a  daughter  of  Den¬ 
mark, 
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mark,  with  great  cormnodite  of 
money  and  friendlhip.;  but  that 
(erownc  going  by  eledlion,  he  was 
not  fure  of  longer  friend  (hip  than 
the  old  king’s  lif,  and  therefore 
had  no  great  fancy  that  way. 
Then  did  I  afk  her  of  any  offer  of 
Spayne  ;  fhe  faid  rnerily  fo  as  her 
fon  may  have  the  low  countreys 
withall  it  wer  not  amis  ;  but  who 
can  warrant  that.  But  truely,  faid 
the,  I  knew  of  none  there.  But  I, 
am  fure,  quod  (he,  my  fon  will 
mary  as  I  well  advife  him. 

Heere  falling  into  other  talk, 
fhe  afked  me  whether  I  thought 
(he  wold  efcape  from  hence  or  no, 
if  (he  might.  I  anfwered  playnely, 
1  beleevid  fhe  wold  ;  for  it  is  natu¬ 
ral  for  every  thing  to  feeke  liberty 
that  is  kept  in  lirayt  fubieftion. 
No,  by  my  trothe,  quod  (he,  ye 
ar  deceavid  in  me;  for  my  hart  is 
fo  great,  that  I  had  rather  dye  in 
this  fort  with  honour  then  run 
away  with  (ha me.  I  faid  I  wold 
be  fory  to  fee  the  tryall.  Then 
(he  alked  me  if  (lie  wer  at  liberty 
with  the  queens  majefties  favour, 
whither  I  thought  (he  wold  go. 
1  think,  quod  I,  madame,  you 
wold  goo  to  your  awne  in  Scot¬ 
land,  ar  it  is  good  reafon  and 
command  there.  It  is  true,  quod 
(he,  I  wold  goo  thither  indeede, 
but  onely  to  fee  my  fon,  and  to 
gyve  him  good  counfell.  But 
unleffe  her  majeftie  wold  gyve  her 
countenance  and  fom  mayntenance 
in  Englande,  wold  go  into  France, 
and  lyve  there  among  her  frends 
with  that  lytle  portion  fhe  hath 
there,  and  never  troble  herfelf  with 
government  agayne,  nor  difpofe 
myfeif  to  marry  any  more,  feeing 
(he  had  a  fon  that  is  a  man  ;  but 
faid  fhe  wold  never  (lay  long  there, 
nor  wold  governe  where  (he  hath 
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receavid  fo  many  evell  tretments  : 
for  her  hart  could  not  abyde  to 
look  upon  thofe  folk  that  had 
don  her  that  evell,  being  her  fub- 
iefts :  wherof  ther  ar  yet  many 
remayning ;  for  I  had  told  her 
that  they  wer  almoft  all  dead. 
Ever  in  her  talk  befeeching  her 
majeftie  to  make  a  tryall  of  her, 
that  with  fomme  honorable  ende 
fhe  may  lyve  the  reft  of  her  dayes 
out  of  this  captivitie,  as  (lie  term- 
ith  it. 

Th  is  have  I  thought  meete  in 
duety  to  let  be  knowne  to  the 
queens  majeflie,  becaufe  heere  aF 
fome  very  materyall  points. 

Sir  Ralph  Sadler  to  the  Lord  Trea- 
jurer . — From  the  fame . 

My  very  good  L.  5  Feb.  1584^ 

With  mine  of  the  xxvth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  I  fent  you  by  Hills  the  mef- 
fenger,  whom  your  L.  fent  hither, 
a  note  from  Mr.  Cave  of  the  pre¬ 
cedent  weeks  charges  of  this  whole 
houftiolde,  fyns  we  came  hither,  as 
your  L.  requyred,  which  by  the 
courfe  of  a  lettre  brought  to  me 
yefterday  from  your  L.  of  the  firft 
of  this  prefent,  by  my  fervant  Jo. 
Dauet,  I  fynde  was  not  then 
comme  to  you  ;  wherin  I  cannot 
praife  the  diligence  of  that  mef- 
fenger,  vnles  he  had  fome  mifhap 
by  the  way.  Syns  that  tyme, 
vpon  conference  with  this  Q.  offi¬ 
cers  about  a  plat  of  an  eftablifti- 
ment  certeyn  of  her  houftiolde  in 
all  things,  as  fhe  hath  long  de« 
fyred,  and  as  your  L.  advifed 
Mr.  Somer  to  fend  to  you,  to  be 
confidderid  of,  againft  the  com- 
minge  downe  of  the  fucceftor :  I 
do  now  fende  vnto  your  L.  heer- 
with  one  booke  of  all  her  prefent 
allowance,  and  an  other  of  her 
[304]  demaunds 
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demaunds  for  fome  augmentation, 
wheryn  (he  herfelf  rebated  fom- 
what  (vpon  fight  of  the  firft  notes) 
from  her  officers  demaunds,  lyke  a 
frugail  good  houfwif,  fayeng  that 
fhe  wili  have  nothing  fuperfluous. 
She  earneftly  defyrith  that  a  cer- 
teyn  refolucion  may  be  fettlid  in 
that  behalf,  not  to  be  altered  vpon 
any  change  of  governor,  Mr.  So¬ 
rrier  fendith  now  to  your  L.  anfwer 
to  the  reft  of  your  articles  fent 
vnto  me  to  be  anfwerid  by  him, 
the  fame  being  now  accomplifhed 
according  to  your  diredion. 

I  perceave  by  your  L.  faid  let- 
tre,  brought  to  me  by  John  Dauet, 
that  my  L.  St.  John  being  excufid 
from  this  charge  vpon  fuche  conii- 
derable  caufes  as  your  L.  alleagith, 
Sir  Amyas  Pawlet,  now  worthely 
one  of  her  Majefties  privy  counfell, 
is  appointed,  and  hath  willingly 
confented  to  take  it  vpon  him, 
wherof  I  am  right  glad  :  but  glad, 
der  that  your  L.  truftith  I  (hall 
not  tary  heere  many  dayes.  And 
for  my  further  comforte,  that  you 
will  haften  him  to  the  beft  fpeede 
you  canne.  I  hartely  thank  her 
Majeftie  and  your  good  L.  for 
thefe  good  tydings. 

I  am  very  forie  of  her  Majefties 
difpleafure  towards  Mr.  Grefley, 
for  felling  my  L.  Pagets  late  fluff, 
which  I  may  think  he  did  by  the 
perfwafion  of  fome  that  wer  defy- 
rous  to  have  of  it,  and  that  he  had 
authorite  ex  after  praifement 

to  fell  it  to  her  Majefties  vfe 
without  further  warrant,  being 
perhaps  vnacquainted  with  the 
lyke  preftdent.  I  cannot  perceave 
that  he  kept  any  part  of  his  for  his 
owne  vfe,  but  vnderftand  that  the 
beft  was  gone  afore  he  came  to  it  : 
and  therfore  furely  in  myne  opi¬ 
nion  is  not  willingly  faulty.  But 


yet  I  will  not  excufe  him  in  the' 
felling  of  it  without  warrant,  as 
before  tyme  I  have  tolde  him, 
when  he  feemed  to  be  very  fory 
for  it.  According  to  your  L.  ap¬ 
pointment  by  her  Majefties  com- 
mandement,  I  will  fend  for  him, 
and  delyver  him  the  procefTe, 
which  I  darre  fay  for  him,  will 
be  a  great  greff  to  him,  for  I  take 
him  to  be  of  a  good  nature.  Mr. 
Ferrers  fhall  alfo  have  your  L. 
lettre  to  him. 

Touching  the  articles  fent  by 
Nau  with  mine  of  the  xxi.  your 
L.  may  fee  by  my  anfwer  for  the 
precede,  that  I  gave  him  fmall 
comfort,  and  in  playne  termes  told 
him  myne  opinion  thereof ;  and 
for  an  increas  of  horfes  and  fer- 
vants,  he  was  prayed  to  move  his 
Mrs.  to  forbeare  to  requyre  them 
yet,  having  no  great  neede,  fpeci- 
ally  of  mo  horfes  this  winter  ;  but 
that  wold  not  ferve,  feeing  (as  he 
faid)  her  Majeftie  had  partly 
agreed  to  it.  But  though  I  looke 
for  fome  miflyke  at  her  handes  in 
delyvering  anfwer,  that  the  reso¬ 
lution  thereof  ftayd  vntill  my  re- 
turne  to  her  Majeftie,  yet  1  will 
do  therin  as  your  L.  advifeth  me, 
fo  fone  as  this  depeche  is  gon,  leaft 
fhe  delyver  now  to  her  Majeftie 
her  miflyking  of  that  anfwer,  as 
fhe  will  do,  fhe  faid,  by  her  lettres. 
Now  for  the  not  fending  her  lettres 
fooner  into  Scotland  to  her  fon. 
The  flay  wherof  fo  long  after  the 
Mr.  of  Grayes  arrvval  with  the 
king  her  fon,  fhe  fearith  wil  be 
greatly  hurtfull  to  her  and  to  him 
in  thefe  good  beginnings  betuene 
the  Q.  Majeftie  and  them.  I  per¬ 
ceave  by  her  fhe  wrytith  now  to 
her  Majeftie  for  leave  to  fende  one 
into  Scotland,  faying  that  fne  fear- 
eth  all  wilbe  marred  before  any 
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can  be  there  from  her,  by  the  E„ 
of  Arran  and  the  young  Mr.  of 
Gray. 

I  perceave  alfo  that  there  is 
order  taken  to  fend  hither  fome 
peeces  of  plate  which  Che  requyrith. 
I  have  now  noted  to  Mr.  Secretary 
certeyn  other  things  of  no  great 
valew  ;  needful  to  be  vfed  heere, 
befyds  fome  that  I  haue  provydid 
of  the  faid  kynde  which  are  entrid 
in  the  bill  herin.  Thefe  things 
being  provydid  aboue  will  fpare 
much  of  this  houlhold  money, 
which  goith  away  apace ;  and 
may  be  brought  downe  on  horf- 
back  by  the  caryers  of  Derby  and 
of  this  town,  for  lelfe  than  id.  a 
lib.  And  fo  may  the  plate  be  alfo 
brought  in  a  tronk,  well  malid  in 
canvas,  much  better  chepe  than  by 
cart. 

Tocliing  this  Q.  note  for  a  tent 
of  tapilfery  doble  lyind  with  can¬ 
vas,  for  her  chambre,  wherin  your 
L,  cannot  vnderftand  her  meaning, 
I  indede  heard  her  (not)  fpeake  of 
any  fuche  tent.  But  of  lynid 
hangings  for  her  chambre,  thefe 
fmall  vnfutable  peces  which  ihe 
hath  now,  being  vnlynid.  And 
for  fuche  Mr.  Somer  fent  your  L. 
a  note  of  the  depthe  of  her  cham¬ 
bre  and  of  the  membres  and 
lengthes  of  the  peces  requyfit  for 
it,  obferving  the  fpaces  betuene 
the  windowes,  becaufe  her  Majef- 
ties  hangings  wer  to  deepe  almoil 
by  the  half.  It  may  well  be  that 
Ihe  meant  firfl  fuch,  or  fparver,  or 
travers  as  your  L.  doth  note  to  be 
her  meaning.  For  in  Head  of  fuch 
a  one,  at  the  leaft  ouer  head,  there 
is  tyghtid  over  her  bed  a  large 
pece  of  her  Majefties,  from  one 
fyde  of  her  chambre  to  the  other, 
being  17  foote  wyde,  betweene 
$he  wall  places,  following  the  order 
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of  the  roof,  which  is  not  lefred 
over,  but  feelid  vnder  the  rafters, 
which  makith  her  chambre  the 
warmer,  to  her  good  lyking  :  and 
fpeakith  of  no  want  there  but  of 
fuch  lynid  futable  hangings.  But 
if  (he  call  for  fuch  a  tent,  or  other 
,  when  I  may  know  her 
meaning,  it  fhalbe  done  as  well  as 
it  may  be  heere.  Toching  the 
foot  carpets  for  her  bed  chambre, 
which  your  L.  fayth  are  named 
by  her  tapis  ferge  de  cuelouxi  I  know 
her  meaning  is  to  have  fome 
Turky  work  carpets  to  lay  about 
her  bed  as  fhe  had  at  her  firft 
coming  to  this  place,  which  with 
well  vfing,  and  in  fo  many  yeres, 
to  the  nombre  of  vii  or  viii  peces, 
ar  not  worth  the  carying,  but 
onely  to  make  vptale,  and  ar  heere 
vi  or  vii  of  them  altogether  broken 
and  vnferviceable.  And  thofe  they 
call  tapiJJ'crie<veiue ,  rough  tapiflery  ; 
it  may  be  confidered  how  many  of 
them,  according  to  their  bignes, 
will  ferve  to  lay  about  a  bed.  For 
if  they  ly  further  in  the  chambre, 
it  wilbe  in  vayne  and  foone  fpoylid, 
example  the  other.  Betueen  the 
hearth  of  the  chyrany  and  her  bed 
is  about  vii  foote. 

Now  as  toching  the  Q.  Majef¬ 
ties  millyking  that  I  lodgid  this 
Q.  in  Derby  towne,  coming  hi- 
therwarde,  I  allure  her  Majeftie 
and  your  L.  that  it  was  full  fore 
againfl:  my  will  if  it  might  haue 
been  holpen.  For  to  avoyde  that 
towne  if  it  mi?ht  have  ben,  I  fent 
dyvers  tymes  of  my  feruants  of 
good  judgement,  and  one’s  Mr.  So¬ 
mer,  ryding  to  Tutbury  to  fee  if 
there  wer  any  waye  paffable  with 
coche  and  caryage,  and  convenyent 
place  to  lodge  her  and  the  com¬ 
pany  in  fome  village,  or  yn  fome 
gentlemans  houfe,  for  the  jorney 
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was  to  far  in  one  day.  And  after 
they  had  well  fought,  they  re¬ 
ported  that  there  was  no  other 
poffable  way  for  coche,  but  by  the 
common  way,  and  fcant  that  at 
that  tyme  of  the  yere,  by  reafon 
of  hills,  rocks,  and  woods.  And 
I  myfelf  making  a  try  ell  ii  or 
three  miles,  fynding  it  true,  caufed 
bridges  to  be  made  to  avoyde 
many  evell  paffages.  And  as  for 
any  gent,  houfe  that  way,  or  any 
other  in  dyver.s  miles,  there  was 
none  but  Mr.  Knyvetons  houfe  of 
Mercafton,  a  fmall  houfe  for  fuch 
a  purpofe,  and  very  little  meanes 
in  that  village,  and  handing  in  the 
word  way,  which  makith  me  hum¬ 
bly  to  befeeche  her  Majeftie  to 
think  that  if  ther  had  ben  any 
other  meanes,  I  wold  not  have 
comme  by  Derby,  for  I  did  fore- 
confider  of  that,  and  therefore  I 
wrote  long  before  what  way  we 
mult  needs  take. 

And  toching  the  informacion  of 
a  great  perfonage,  delvvered  to 
him  by  fom  officious  officer,  that 
this  Q.  was  cffred  to  falute  and 
kyffe  a  multitude  of  the  tounes 
wemen,  and  of  other  fpeeches  that 
(is  fayde)  fhe  vfed  to  them  ;  I  dp 
lykewife  allure,  and  therto  Mr. 
Somer  will  be  fvvorne  if  neede  be, 
I  going  next  before  her,  and  he 
next  behynd  her,  yea,  before  all 
the  gentlemen  of  purpofe,  faving 
ptte  that  carved  vp  her  gown,  that 
her  entertaynment  was  this.  In 
the  litle  hall  was  the  good-wife, 
being  an  ancient  wydow,  named 
Xtlrs.  Beaumont,  with  liii  other 
wemen  her  neighbours.  So  fone 
as  {he  knew  who  was  her  holteffe, 
after  the  had  made  abeck  to  the 
reft  of  the  wemen  handing  next  to 
the  doore,  fhe  went  to  her  and 
killed  her,  and  none  other,  fayeng 


that  fhe  was  comme  thither  to 
trouble  her,  and  that  fhe  was  alfo 
a  wydow,  and  therefore  trufted 
that  they  Ihuld  agree  well  enough 
together,  having  no  hufbands  to 
trouble  them.  And  fo  went  into 
the  parler  vpon  the  fame  low  floure, 
and  no  ftranger  with  her  but  the 
goodwyfe  and  her  filter.  And 
there  Mr.  Somer  itayde,  vntill  the 
Q.  put  off  her  vpper  garment,  and 
toke  other  things  about  her.  And 
further,  fo  fone  as  fhe  was  within 
her  lodging,  the  gentleman  porter 
Itood  It  ill  at  the  doore  to  fuffre 
none  to  go  into  the  houfe  but  her 
owne  people  from  their  lodgings 
next  adjoyning.  And  then  I  ap¬ 
pointed  the  baylifs  to  caufe  a  good 
watche  of  honeft  houfholders  to  be 
at  all  the  corners  of  the  towne, 
and  in  the  market-place.  And 
viii.  to  walke  all  night  in  the 
Itreete  where  fhe  lodgid,  as  my¬ 
felf,  lyeng  over  againlt  that  lodgin, 
can  well  teftify,  by  the  noife  they 
made  all  night.  This  your  L, 
may  boldly  affirme  if  it  pleafe  you 
vpon  any  occafion,  which  1  will 
confirme  when  God  fhall  fende  me 
to  anfwer,  if  it  (hall  happen  to 
come  in  queftion.  In  the  mean 
tyme,  I  referre  the  ordring  of  it 
further  to  your  L.  confideracion. 

I  fend  now  alfo  herwith  to  your 
L.  as  I  promifid,  the  ordres  which 
I  have  fet  downe  heere,  and  made 
knowne  to  all  to  whome  it  be- 
Icmgith,  for  the  fafeguarde  of  this 
O.  and  namely  to  be  obfervid  by 
the  30  foldyers,  whom  I  have 
chofen  out  emong  her  Ma jellies 
tennants  of  this  honor  and  duchy, 
handfom,  lufty  men,  and  well  ap¬ 
pointed,  at  viii d.  for  their  fold. 
par  die?n.  And  have  alfo  gyven 
them  the  order  now  fent  alfo  her¬ 
with.  To  the  articles  it  may 
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pleafe  you  to  add  further  as  fhalbe 
thought  meete.  5  Feb,  1584. 


Articles  contemning  fondry  Incon've- 
nyanceSy  Perilles ,  and  Daungiersy 
*vhich  do  depend  upon  the  Mary  age 
now  in  Treatie  bytwen  the  Q. 
Maj.  and  Mounjieury  Heir  Appa¬ 
rent  to  the  Crowns  of  France , — 
From  the  fame . 

All  readers  of  hiftory  are  fami¬ 
liar  with  the  negociations  for  a 
marriage  between  the  Duke  of 
Anjou,  brother  to  Henry  III.  of 
France  ;  his  vifit  to  England  ;  the 
coquettifh  encouragement  which  he 
received  from  the  queen  ;  and  the 
unexpe&ed  repulfe  which  at  length 
broke  off  the  treaty.  All  the 
queen’s  wifeft  counfellors,  and, 
what  was  hardly  of  lefs  confe- 
quence,  her  moll  favoured  cour¬ 
tiers,  oppofed  the  French  match 
with  vigour.  Leicefter,  Hatton, 
Walfingham,  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  &c. 
joined  in  remonftrances,  and  at 
length  induced  the  .  queen,  after 
much  painful  irrefolution,  to  facri- 
fice  her  dreams  of  connubial  felicity 
to  her  ufual  political  prudence.— 
The  wholefome  arguments  by 
which  this  change  of  opinion  was 
at  length  wrought  in  her  mind, 
are  well  detailed  in  the  following 
fpeech  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler. 

Firft,  to  beginne  with  Goddes 
caufe,  which  is  the  matier  of  reli¬ 
gion,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
her  Majeftie  being  princypalled 
noted  to  be  the  chief  patroneffe 
and  protedlrix  of  the  ghofpell  and 
trew  religion  at  this  day,  and 
Monfieur  fpeyally  noted,  reputed, 
and  taken  to  be  mere  contrary,  it 
will  brede  no  little  difcredite  to 
her  Majeftie,  with  all  the  prynces 


proteftants  in  chriftendom,  to 
matche  herfelf  in  maryage  with  a 
papyfticall  prynce  ;  being  fo  con¬ 
trary  to  her  highnes  as  he  is  in 
religion. 

Alfo,  it  cannot  but  brede  not 
onely  grate  hinderaunce  to  the 
good  fucceftfe  of  the  ghofpell  in  all 
parts  of  chriftendom,  but  alfo  will 
brede  daungerous  factions  and  par¬ 
ties  amongft  ourfelves  here  at 
home  ;  for  that  our  papifts  being 
alredy  too  bolde,  will  conceyve 
and  take  a  gret  deal  more  boldnes 
and  courage  by  this  maryage, 
(whereof  what  inconvenyence  will 
infue  God  knoweth.)  It  may  be 
boldely  affirmed,  that  her  Majef- 
tie’s  After,  the  late  Queue  Mary, 
wolde  not  have  been  moved  nor 
induced  to  mary  with  a  proteftant 
prynce,  to  have  ben  lady  andfove- 
reigne  of  ten  kingdomes. 

Agayn,  if  God  fhoulde  take  her 
Majeftie  from  us  (which  God  for- 
bidde)  in  the  lyfe  time  of  Monfieur, 
as  all  prynces  be  mortall  as  well  as 
others,  then  the  Q.  of  Scotts  being 
here  within  the  realme,  hoping  to 
fuccede  her  Majeftie,  who  couide 
be  a  fytter  inftrument  for  her  to 
fet  her  up,  or  a  fytter  matche  for 
her  in  maryage  than  Monfieur; 
which  wolde  be  no  harde  matier 
for  him  to  hryng  to  pafife,  with 
the  helpe  and  ayde  of  our  papiftes, 
which  indede  do  hope  for  fuch  a 
day,  and  alfo  with  fuch  foreign 
ayde  as  he  might  procure  out  of 
Fraunce  and  otherwife.  And  fo 
Ihoulde  this  realme  be  governed  by 
a  French  man  and  a  Scottifh  wo¬ 
man,  and  all  our  Fngliih  turned  in 
French  and  Scottiffi ;  and,  that 
worfe  is,  the  ghofpell  of  J.  C.  and 
trew  relygion,  Ihoulde  be  quyte 
and  clere  abolifhed,  and  all  poperie, 
fuperftition,  and  idolatrie  agayn 
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reftored  and  fet  up,  as  well  or  worfe 
than  ever  it  was.  The  Lord  in¬ 
spire  her  Majeftie  with  his  holie 
fpirite,  and  give  her  grace  to  be¬ 
ware  of  all  papifts ! 

Secondly,  the  unyon  of  the  two 
crownes  of  Fraunce  and  Englande, 
which  may  enfue  of  this  maryage, 
is  a  principall  matier  to  be  thought 
on,  as  if  Monfieur  be  king  of 
Fraunce,  which  he  loketh  for  day- 
lie,  and  have  blue  a  fonne  by  her 
Majeftie,  it  mu  ft  then  follow,  by 
good  probabilite,  that  both  the 
crownes  (hall  devolve  and  com  to 
that  ifiiie  ;  and  fo  becaufe  Fraunce 
is  the  more  ample  and  rycher  king¬ 
dom,  this  noble  realme  of  Eng¬ 
lande,  which  thes  many  hundreth, 
yea  thoufands  of  yeres,  hath  ben 
an  auncyent  rcyall  kingdom,  and 
a  monarchic  of  itfelf,  lhall  becom 
vaflaH,  thrall,  and  fubjedt  to  the 
crowne  of  Fraunce  ;  whereof  may 
be  fayd  hereafter,  and  wrytten  in 
hiftories,  to  the  no  little  infamye, 
and  touche  in  honour  of  the  noble 
lyne  and  pofteryte  of  that  noble 
and  famous  Prynce  King  Henry 
VIII.  it  may  greve  all  trew 
Englilhmen  to  thinke  of  itt  ;  that 
is,  that  K.  Henry  his  fonne,  in 
the  tyme  of  his  reigne,  being  in 
his  mynoryte  and  tender  yeres, 
was,  by  meanes  of  gret  rebellion, 
and  other  troubles  in  the  realme, 
inforced  to  render  and  give  up  to 
the  French  the  towne  of  Boleyn, 
which  the  king  his  father,  of  fa¬ 
mous  memorye,  King  Henry  VIII. 
did  conquer  and  Wynne  with  the 
travaile  of  his  owne  perfon,  a  litle 
before  he  dyed.  Alfo,  that  Q. 
Mary,  in  the  tyme  of  her  reigne, 
by  her  maryage  with  Philip,  K. 
of  Spayne,  was  by  him,  and  for 
his  caofe,  moved  and  induced  to 


enter  into  the  warres  with  Fraunce  5 
whereby  fhe  loft  the  towne  of  Ca- 
lays,  which  her  noble  progenitors 
won  and  kept  with  grate  honour 
almoft  300  yeres.  But  Q.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  in  the  tyme  of  her  reigne, 
by  her  maryage  with  Monfieur, 
heir  apparent  to  the  crowne  of 
France,  loft  all  Englande,  and 
brought  the  fame  into  thraldom 
and  fubje&ion  to  the  crowne  of 
Fraunce.  This  will  be  fayed,  and 
alfo  wrytten  in  hiftoryes,  to  re- 
mayn  a  matier  of  recorde  for  ever. 

Trewly,  thes  two  gret  caufes, 
religion,  and  the  unyon  of  thes  two 
crownes,  are  fuch,  and  fo  many 
gret  inconvenyances,  perilles,  and 
daungiers  do  depende  upon  the 
fame,  as  myne  opynyon  ought  to 
move  all  trew  Engliftimen  to  mis- 
lyke  of  this  maryage. 

Thirdly,  if  the  French  king  do 
dye,  who,  by  reafon  of  the  infir- 
myte  and  unfoundnes  of  his  bodye, 
is  not  lyke  to  continew  long,  as  it 
is  thought,  then  Monfteur,  fuc- 
ceeding  in  his  place,  muft  neds 
make  his  refidence  and  abode  in 
Fraunce ;  fo  that  her  Majeftie 
lhall  eyther  want  the  fruycyon 
of  his  company  and  prefence,  or 
elles  muft  go  withhim  into  Fraunce, 
to  the  grete  grief  and  difcomforte 
of  all  her  trew  and  faithfull  fub- 
je&s.  And  in  what  government 
the  realme  may  be  lefte  in  that 
cafe,  I  leave  to  the  confideracion 
of  wifer  men. 

Fourthly,  the  inequalvte  of 
yeres  bytwen  her  Majeftie  and 
Monfieur,  in  myn  opynyn,  is  a 
matier  to  move  fom  miftyking  of 
this  maryage,  he  being  a  very 
yong  prynce,  and  her  Majeftie  of 
fuch  yeres  as  by  the  naturell  courfe 
of  the  fame,  her  Majeftie  might  be 

his 
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his  mother*.  Now,  whether  fuch 
maryages  be  godly  and  acceptable 
in  the  fight  of  God,  I  am  not  to 
difpute ;  but  fure  I  am,  that  when 
this  yong  prynce  fhalbe  in  his  bell 
and  flouryfhing  age,  her  Majeftie 
mu  ft  neds  be  fo  far  growen  in 
yeres,  that  what  miflyking  may 
growe  thereof,  and  what  matier 
of  unkyndnes  it  may  brede,  it  is 
now  to  be  thought  on,  leeft  here¬ 
after,  when  it  were  more  fitter  for 
her  Majeftie  to  lyve  in  her  older 
yeres  in  moft  quyetnes,  it  fell  out 
otherwife  to  her  gret  unquyetnes 
and  griefe  of  mynde,  and  to  the 
no  litle  regrete  and  difcomforte  of 
all  that  love  her  Majeftie.  Ex¬ 
ample  we  have  of  the  maryage  by- 
twen  her  highnes  filler,  the  late 
Q.  Mary,  and  K.  Philip,  whofe 
onkynde  dealing,  even  in  the  lyke 
cafe,  was  a  gret  caufe  of  the  Ihort- 
ening  of  her  dayes. 

Fyvethly,  what  hope  we  may 
have  of  the  frute  of  this  maryage, 
of  yftfue  of  her  highnes,  indede 
although  we  are  not  utterly  to 
difpare  of  it,  yet  can  we  not  be  in 
fo  gret  hope  of  it  now  as  when  her 
Majeftie  was  of  yonger  yeres,  and 
a  gret  dele  more  fitte  to  mary  then 
(he  is  now.  Indede  I  am  fo  jelous 
of  her  highnes  perfon,  that  I  dare 
not  give  her  advife  to  mary  at 
thes  yeres ;  for  that  we  have  it  in 
comen  experyence,  that  when  may- 
dens'do  in  their  yonger  yeres  for- 
bere  maryage  untill  they  be  growen 
in  yeres,  as  her  Majeftie  now  is, 
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comonly  eyther  they  have  none 
yfifue,  or,  if  they  have,  the  birth 
of  it  is  daungerous,  that  few  or 
none  efcape  it+.  For  my  parte, 
I  am  fo  jelous  of  her  perfon,  that 
I  wolde  not  lyve  to  fee  her  within 
the  compas  of  that  daunger.  And 
therefore  fyns  her  Majeftie,  in  all 
the  tyme  of  her  yonger  yeres, 
coulde  never  be  afFedled  to  mary¬ 
age,  though  gretely  urged  and 
prefted  therunto,  a  thyng  moft 
wylhed  for,  and  contynually  pray¬ 
ed  for  ;  and  gretely  defy  red  and 
fought  at  her  Majefties  hands  by 
all  her  good  and  loveing  fubjedls, 
and  yet  coulde  never  be  obteyned 
of  her  Majeftie  by  any  meanes ; 
it  is  to  be  thought  that  her  Ma¬ 
jeftie  now,  in  her  elder  yeres,  can¬ 
not  be  gretely  affedted  to  mary. 

Laftly,  there  is  another  caufe  of 
inconvenyence  depending  upon  this 
maryage,  and  that  is,  that  the  fame 
is  uny  verfally  millyked  of  through¬ 
out  the  real  me  ;  which  is  matier 
not  to  be  negledted ;  for  in  myn 
opynyon,  it  is  not  good  to  do 
things  to  the  generall  difcontente- 
ment  of  the  hole  realme. 


On  the  laws  of  Property  by  defcent , 
and  on  Trials  relative  to  Lands 
among  the  ancient  Weljh .  From 

the  Hijiory  of  the  County  of 
Brecknock:  by  Theophilus  Jones, 
Deputy  Regifier  of  the  Archdea- 
cony  of  Brecon . 


*  It  may  be  much  doubted  whether  tills  argument  was  acceptable  to  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Yet  ibe  could  admit  the  jell  of  her  courtiers  upon  the  three  forts  of  marriage, 
u  one  of  God’s  making,  as  when  Adam  and  Eve,  two  young  folk,  were  coupled  ;  one 
of  man’s  making,  when  one  is  old  and  another  young,  as  Jofeph’s  marriage  ;  and  one 
of  the  devil’s  making,  when  two  old  folks  marry,  not  for  comfort  but  eovetoulnefs.” 
Nugee  Antiques ,  Vol.  II.  p.  153.  Park’s  Edition. 

•f  It  is  luppofed  that  tome  apprehenlions  of  perfonal  danger  mingled  in  Elizabeth’s 
motives  for  refufing  the  match. 

To 
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To  prevent  all  difputes  between 
brethren,  by  the  laws  of  Hywel 
Dda,  the  mode  of  partition  was 
thus  particularly  defcribed,  (( three 
times  fhall  a  general  divifion  be 
made,  firft  between  brethren,  af¬ 
terwards  between  coufms,  and  the 
third  between  fecond  eoufins,  after 
which  there  fhall  be  no  divifion  of 
lands.  When  brothers  fhall  di¬ 
vide  their  fathers’  property  amongft 
them,  th tjoungeji  {hall  have  the 
choice  tenement  with  the  appurte¬ 
nances,  and  the  kettle  and  felling 
axe,  with  the  coulter.  In  law, 
a  father  cannot  bequeath  thefe,  or 
give  them  to  any  but  the  youngeft 
fon,  and  though  they  ihould  be 
prawned,  they  fhall  never  become 
forfeited ;  after  that,  let  every 
brother  take  by  feniority  :  the 
youngeft  brother  to  divide  :  in  all 
cafes,  however,  the  younger  held 
his  fhare  in  fubordination  to  the 
elder,  who  was  therefore  called 
Cyn-rhan. 

Before  I  part  with  the  laws  of 
Hwyel,  I  beg  leave  briefly  to  flate 
the  praftice  of  the  ancient  Britons 
in  queftions  as  to  land,  particularly 
as  neither  Povvel  nor  Warring¬ 
ton  are  perfectly  corredl  in  the 
defcriptions  they  give  of  their 


courts  of  juftice.  *  In  catifes  of 
this  nature,  the  whole  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  had,  and  held  upon 
the  lands  in  difpute.  +  The  king, 
or  the  perfon  who  reprefented  him, 
prefided  and  fat  with  his  back  to 
the  fun  and  wind,  leaf!  he  might 
be  incommoded  by  them ;  the 
judge  of  the  palace,  or  fenior 
judges  of  the  Cwmvvd  being  placed 
on  his  left,  and  another  judge  on 
his  right  hand ;  next  to  them  fat 
the  prieft  or  priefts,  then  two  elders 
and  the  great  men  of  the  country; 
in  the  middle  or  immediately  be¬ 
fore  the  king  or  his  reprefentative, 
was  left  a  lane  or  entrance  into  the 
court,  or  his  prefence,  on  the  right 
of  which  flood  the  demandant,  his 
council,  and  attorney,  £  and  behind 
them  the  fummoner,  and  on  the 
left,  the  defendant,  his  council,  at¬ 
torney,  and  fummoner  in  the  fame 
manner.  Pledges  being  firft  taken 
from  both  parties  to  abide  by  the 
decifion  of  the  court,  and  filence 
being  proclaimed  by  the  vizer, 
upon  pain  of  forfeiting  three  cows 
or  one  hundred  and  twenty  pence, 
the  judges  proceeded  to  hear  the 
caufe.  The  demandant  was  firft 
called  to  name  his  council  and  at¬ 
torney  ;  this  done,  the  judge  afked 


*  Leges  Wallicae,  1.  2.  220,  1.  12. 

I*  This  was  attended  with  great  advantage,  where  there  was  (as  frequently  hap¬ 
pened)  a  difficulty  in  defcribing  the  lands,  or  in  queftions  as  to  boundaries;  this  is 
lometiiues  reforted  to  by  our  jury  of  view,  but  (if  it  could  be  done)  it  would  be 
much  more  definable  that  the  whole  court  could  fee  the  land,  as  by  the  Welth  prac¬ 
tice. 

+  Cunllaw  has  been  tranflated  <c  a  champion,”  by  Warrington,  and  Wotton  in  his 
gloffary  has  a  query,  whether  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  w'ord :  he  has  however 
rendered  it  otlierwite,  and  with  corredtnels  obl’erved,  that  wager  of  battle  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  Wales  (and  indeed  into  Britain)  by  the  Anglo  Saxons;  as  the  only  word 
the  Wellh  have  for  that  mode  of  deciding  a  controverfy  is  Orntfd,  probably  a  cor¬ 
ruption  of  earn  eft  by  which  they  meant  to  diftinguiffi  the  ferious  from  the  ffiam 
fights,  and  in  the  ceitiiicate  and  inquitition  before  the  bilhop  of  St.  David’s,  and  other 
comraiffioners  at  RLuddlan,  appointed  by  Ldward  I.  m  the  ninth  year  of  Ins  reign, 
Tigwared,  a  Wellh  judge,  being  examined  as  a  witnefs,  depofes,  that  in  Wa’es  it  was 
not  cuftomary  to  offer  wager  of  battle. 


him 
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him,  i{  Do  you  place  your  entire 
confidence  in  them  to  gain  or  lofe? 
Are  you  alfo  determined  to  abide 
by  the  decifioti  of  this  court  ?” 
Being  anfwered  affirmatively,  he 
put  the  fame  queftions  to  the  de¬ 
fendant  ;  and  upon  his  agreeing  to 
abide  by  the  dire&ions  and  conduft 
of  thofe  he  employed,  and  to  obey 
the  fentence  of  the  court,  the  de¬ 
mandant  orally  declared,  t(  1  am 
the  true  proprietor  of  the  lands  in 
difpute,  and  it  any  one  will  this 
gainfay,  I  have  here  thofe  who  are 
ready  to  maintain  my  rights  and 
inheritance,  from  which  i  have 
been  wrongfully  put  out.  I  there¬ 
fore  pray  the  aid  of  the  court,  to 
be  rightfully  reftored  to  my  land, 
from  which  I  have  been  thus  un- 
juftly  expelled. His  witneffes 
were  now  produced,  and  the  whole 
of  his  proof  gone  through  before 
defendant  was  heard,  who  now 
being  called  upon  for  his  defence, 
faid  :  “  truly  T  am  the  proprietor 
of  the  land  by  right  and  inherit¬ 
ance,  and  becaufe  my  title  to  it  is 
perfect  and  fecure,  do  I  hold  it, 
and  if  any  one  will  gainfay,  I 
have  here  fufficient  witneffes  to 
verify  what  I  now  affert ;  and  if 
thou  wert  formerly  poffeffed  of  this 
foil,  thou  wert  afterwards  right¬ 
fully  oufted  from  it,  and  if  any  one 
this  doubteth,  I  have  here  credible 
witneffes,  who  this  fa£l  well  kno w.” 
His  witneffes  being  then  examined, 
the  judge  alked  both  parties  if 
they  had  done,  or  if  they  chofe 
to  amend  their  plaint  or  plea, 
which  it  feems  either  fide  had  a 
right  to  do  in  thisftage  of  bufinefs ; 
if  they  declined  it,  the  judge  re¬ 
capitulated  the  evidence,  explain¬ 
ing  or  commenting  upon  it,  when 
he  thought  that  neceffary,  and  af¬ 
terwards  departed  or  retired  to 
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fome  little  diftance  from  the  place 
where  the  court  was  held,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  reft  of  the  court, 
(the  parties  and  the  advocates  ex¬ 
cepted)  and  by  the  fummoner, 
vvhofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  take  care 
that  no  one  overheard  their  con- 
fultations,  under  pain  of  forfeiting 
fix  cows  to  the  king,  or  in  his  ab- 
fence,  three  to  his  reprefentative. 
When  they  had  retired,  the  prieft 
in  a  fliort  prayer  craved  the  inter- 
pofition  and  direftion  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  to  guide  them  to  the  truth, 
and  to  enable  them  to  decide  right¬ 
fully,  and  then  chaunted  the  Pater- 
nofter,  upon  which  the  judge  again 
fummed  up  the  whole  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  in  which,  if  there  ap¬ 
peared  any  defeat  of  evidence,  or 
any  circumftances  requiring  further 
explanation,  two  of  the  judges  ap¬ 
pointed  a  conference  with  the 
parties  and  their  advocates  ;  this 
was  called  c<  Gair  Cyforth,”  fig- 
nifying  tfan  addrefs/'  after  which 
proceeding,  no  witneffes  could  be 
produced  by  the  parties.  This 
rule  was  adopted  upon  found  po¬ 
licy,  and  was  the  refult  of  good 
fenfe  and  experience,  as  it  would 
have  been  highly  improper  to  have 
permitted  either  the  demandant  or 
defendant,  after  a  hint  from  the 
court  as  to  any  error,  infufficiency, 
or  con  tradition  in  the  evidence, 
to  amend  the  defeat  by  additional 
proof,  which  would  make  the  caufe 
endlefs ;  indeed  their  practice,  as 
here  related,  feems  in  fome  meafure 
to  be  liable  to  that  objection  ;  es¬ 
pecially  whetxwe  learn,  that  when 
this  conference  was  not  appointed, 
the  parties  might  have  another  and 
another  day  to  bring  further  wit¬ 
neffes,  if  they  required  it,  even 
after  the  judge  had  retired,  upon 
bringing  pledges  into  the  field  for 

their 
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*heir  punctuality,  which  pledges 
frequently,  if  not  invariably,  were 
confined  in  prifon  until  the  day 
afligned  for  hearing  further  wit- 
neflfes,  on  as  the  WeHh  call  it, 
“  the  day  of  gaining  or  lofing.'* 
When  the  day  arrived,  and  the  wit- 
neffes  were  examined,  the  pledges 
were  liberated ;  and  the  judges 
proceeded  to  decide  in  favour  of 
that  party  with  whom  the  weight 
of  evidence  preponderated  ;  if  that 
was  doubtful  from  contrariety  of 
teftimony,  or  any  other  caufe,  the 
land  in  difpute  was  divided  into 
moieties,  and  afligned,  one  half  to 
the  demandant,  and  the  other  (hare 
to  the  defendant.  The  fee  to  the 
chief  juftice  in  a  caufe  of  this  na¬ 
ture  was  forty-eight  pence,  and  to 
every  judge  half  as  much. 


Extra  B  from  an  old  Parijh  Book , 
belonging  to  the  Parijh  of  Crundal 
in  Kent . 

In  the  reign  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  the  church-wardens  charge 
themfelves  yearly  with  money  re¬ 
ceived  at  God's  board  towards  the 
Pafchal  light ;  varying  in  the  fum, 
but  never  exceeding  $s.  7 d. 

And  once  with  money  received 
from  the  gatherers  of  the  fifteenths. 
Anno  50  and  6°  Philip  and  Mary, 
being  an  overplus  of  the  felfe,  and 
to  remain  to  the  ufe  of  the  church 
by  confent  of  the  parifliioners. 
•js.  10  d» 

In  their  dilburfements  of  the 
fame  reign,  there  is  a  yearly  charge 
for  wax  from  2lbs.  to  4flbs.  and 
for  ftrekying  the  fame  for  the  paf¬ 
chal  or  forli  taper,  as  it  is  once 
faid  ;  fometimes  only  for  the  paf- 
call,  or  the  pafchall  light,  or  for 


the  rood  light,  never  exceeding 

31-  .  t.  . 

Item,  paid  a  joiner  in  Canter¬ 
bury,  for  making  the  Rood,  Mary 
and  John,  and  paynting  the  fame, 
4  or. 

For  fetting  up  the  Rood,  Mary 
and  John,  and  for  paper  and  thread 
to  truffe  the  fame,  is.  Gd, 

For  a  book  of  articles  of  injunc¬ 
tions  at  the  Vifitation  at  Canter¬ 
bury,  2  d. 

For  certain  church  goods  bought 
in  King  Edward  Vlth's  time,  3 s. 

Making  a  coffin  for  the  fepul- 
chre,  9 d. 

Making  a  defk  and  a  little  cup¬ 
board  for  the  Chrifmatory,  10 d. 

For  a  lock  and  key  to  the  font, 
$d. 

Making  two  childres  rochets, 
mending  of  the  albs,  reveflfes,  veft- 
ments,  and  croffe  cloths,  and  for 
new  cloth  put  in,  2 s. 

Paid  for  wafhing  the  church  gere 
for  two  years,  is. 

For  a  paper  book  for  burying, 
marrying,  and  chriftening,  fd. 

Supplication  to  my  Lord  Car¬ 
dinal  for  the  church  houfe,  2 s. 

Paid  at  the  Lord  Cardinal's  vi¬ 
fitation  at  Eafter,  u.  $d. 

Paid  the  fomner  and  regifter 
when  the  Archdeacon  was  at  Crun¬ 
dal  1,  10  d, 

A  reward  given  to  Milord  Suf¬ 
fragan's  fervants,  when  the  chalice 
and  corpus  cloth  were  hallowed,  4 d* 

For  making  a  bill  at  the  vifita¬ 
tion,  3  d. 

Anno  i°  Elizabeth,  the  church 
wardens  charge  themfelves  with 
money  received  at  God’s  board 
toward  the  pafchal  light  of  old 
time  accuftomed,  3/. 

Item,  from  the  gatherers  of  the 
xvths,  being  an  overplus  of,  their 
collections,  zs,  1  id. 
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In  their  difburfements,  Do.  the/ 
charge  for  26jlbs.  of  wax  for  the 
pafchal  taper,  and  for  ftrekying  it, 
2s.  3d. 

But  no  mention  is  made  of  either 
of  thefe  articles  in  the  following 
years. 

Anno.  1585.  Paid  for  lack  of 
a  Bible  at  Canterbury,  is,  3 d. 

1592.  Called  before  the  com- 
miliary  about  hunting  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day  before  morning  prayer. 
Paid  2r.  6d. 

1393.  Called  before  the  high 
commillioners  about  the  llate  of  the 
church,  if.  6d. 

Called  divers  times  before  them 
about  recufants,  whether  there  were 
any  in  Crundale,  4 s.  8 d. 

Paid  at  the  court  at  Canterbury, 
Nov.  26,  for  not  going  the  peram¬ 
bulation,  is.  8 d. 

1597.  Paid  the  fomner  for  a 
new  Prayer-book  to  be  ufed  in  the 
church,  4 d. 


[961 

1603.  Two  new  Prayer-books 
in  time  of  the  plague,  if. 

1605.  Nov.  30,  Two  Prayer- 
books  (gunpowder  treafon)  is.  4 dm 

1610.  Paid  for  Bilhop  Jewel's 
Works,  26f. 

1633.  Book  of  lawful  recrea¬ 
tion,  6d. 

1 636.  A  childwife  pew,  2 6s.  6 d. 

1638.  Paid  at  Canterbury  upon 
a  citation  about  the  communion, 
table,  is.  Sd. 

Paid  for  polls,  and  rails,  and 
boards,  ditto,  25J. 

For  framing  and  fetting  up  ditto, 

i8f. 

1639.  Paid  at  Canterbury  on  a 
citation  to  certify  whether  the 
communion  table  was,  according  to 
order,  railed  in,  1/.  6d. 

Paid  a  minifter  towards  a  hood, 

1  of. 

1645.  For  the  Diredory,  2 s9 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


Defcription  of  an  Elephant  fight, 
and  of  aTiger  fight,  at  Lucknow, 
From  Travels  to  India,  &c*  By 
George  ViJ count  V alentia . 

April  i6?  early  in  the  morning 
I  went  to  one  of  his  Excellency's 
•gardens  beyond  the  palace,  one 
fide  of  which  was  clofe  to  the 
Goomty.  In  a  pavilion  erefted 
by  his  brother,  and  now  nearly  ih 
decay,  breakfaft  was  prepared  for 
tis,  and  a  large  party.  From  this 
fpot  we  had  a  full  view  of  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river,  where  the 
elephants  are  ufually  watered.  The 
amufement  of  the  day  was  to  be  a 
fight  of  thefe  huge  animals.  The 
plain  was  crowded  with  fpeflators, 
and  with  a  body  of  foot,  and  ca¬ 
valry  armed  with  fpears.  The 
elephants  chofen  were  in  mufi , 
(heat)  and  attended  each  by  their 
female,  whom  they  followed  quietly 
till  they  faw  the  crowd.  They 
then  fet  off  at  a  very  quick  pace, 
and  would  eafily  have  overtaken 
the  people  on  foot,  had  not  their 
attention  been  called  off  by  the 
horfemen,  who  rode  up  fo  clofe  to 
them  as  fometimes  even  to  touch 
them  with  their  fpears.  The  ele¬ 
phant  thus  touched  turned  his  re¬ 
fen  t  men  t  againft  the  horfemen. 


whom,  however,  he  purfued  in' 
vain.  The  inftant  he  caught  a 
fight  of  his  antagonift,  he  rufhed 
forward  to  meet  him ;  and  the 
ihock  was  fo  violent  as  generally 
to  raife  one  of  them  on  his  hind 
feet.  Their  trunks  were  elevated 
in  the  aif,  and  they  continued  to 
pulh  againft  each  other  for  fome 
time ;  one  generally  receding  as 
the  other  advanced.  I  was  fur- 
prifed  that  the  mohouts  *  were  able 
to  keep  their  feats.  They  feemed 
anxious  for  the  glory  of  their  ani¬ 
mals,  encouraged  them,  and  drove 
them  on  with  their  (harp  iron 
fpears.  After  it  was  thought  that 
a  pair  had  fought  fufficiently,  they 
were  allured  off  the  ground  by  the 
females,  who  were  indeed  the  c  a  life- 
of  all  this  warfare.  The  firft  pair 
were  cowards,  and  ran  away  :  the 
fecond  and  third  behaved  very 
well ;  but  the  fourth  gave  us  the 
greateft  amufement.  The  ftrongeft 
drove  the  other  into  the  river, 
where  he  followed  him.  They 
threw  water  againft  each  other^ 
and  made  feveral  attacks.  The 
tveakeft,  however,  when  he  came 
to  the  oppofite  bank,  retreating 
Hill  backwards,  found  the  elevation 
of  ground  affift  him  fo  much,  that 
he  made  a  Hand  and  prevented  the 


*  On  thefe  occafions  they  fit  on  the  centre  of  tb«  animal's  back,-to  be  out  of  the 
of  th®  trunk  of  the  ad?erfe  #Ieph*nt; 

other 
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other  from  advancing*  For  fome 
time  they  continued  looking  at 
each  other,  till  the  mahout  of  the 
weaker  drove  his  elephant  into  the 
middle  of  the  ftream,  where  they 
had  a  laft  ftruggle,  in  which  the 
victory  was  undecided.  If  was 
confidered  as  a  very  admirable 
fight,  and  certainly  was  a  fcene 
well  worth  feeing  once,  but  not 
oftener.  There  was  no  variety, 
nor  was  any  ikill  fhewn  in  the 
attack  :  it  was  mere  brutal  force  : 
and  the  only  vifibie  injury  was  the 
excoriation  of  their  faces.  From 
the  elevated  fummer-houfe  we  had 
an  excellent  view  of  the  whole 
without  any  danger:  fortunately, 
indeed  fingularly  fo,  no  accident 
happened. 

May  27th,  I  breakfafted  with 
the  Nawaub  i-a  order  to  be  prefent 
at  a  tiger  fight.  A  fpace  of  about 
fifty  feet  fquare  had  been  fenced  off 
on  the  plain,  between  the  Dowlat 
Khanak  and  the  river,  in  front  of 
the  Sungi  Baraderi,  a  building  open 
in  the  Afiatic  ftyle,  raifed  about 
twenty  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
which  is  occafionally  ufed  as  a 
breakfaft  or  banquettingroom*  It 
formed  one  fide  of  the  fquare  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  and  was  covered 
with  a  lattice  work  of  bamboo 
feveral  feet  high,  left  the  tiger,  by 
a  violent  fpring,  fhould  make  his 
way  among  us,  a  circumftance  that, 
on  a  former  occafton,  nearly  oc¬ 
curred.  On  the  three  other  fides 
was  a  lattice  work  of  bamboos, 
fuftained  by  very  ftrong  pillars  of 
timber,  driven  firmly  into  the 
ground,  perfectly  fecuring  the 
crowd  on  the  outfide  from  danger. 
The  tiger  was  in  a  fmall  cage  on 
the  fide,  from  which  he  was  driven 

by  fire. works.  He  took  feveral 
* 

turns  round  the  area,  and  eyed  us 


moft  accurately.  A  buffalo  was 
now  driven  in,  on  which  he  quickly 
retired  to  one  corner  :  the  other 
watched  him,  but  did  not  feem  in¬ 
clined  to  commence  the  attack. 
By  fire-works  the  tiger  was  feveral 
times  obliged  to  move,  when  the 
buffalo  invariably  advanced  a  little 
towards  him  ;  but,  on  his  lying 
down,  flopped  and  eyed  him  for 
fome  time.  Seven  other  buffaloes 
were  now  introduced,  but  with  all 
our  excitements  we  could  not  induce 
either  parry  to  commence  the  at- 
/  tack.  A  dog  was  thrown  into  the 
area  by  fome  one*.  He  retreated 
into  a  corner,  into  which  the  tiger 
was  foon  driven  by  the  fireworks  ; 
but,  on  the  little  animal's  fnarling 
at  him,  he  quickly  retired  to  ano¬ 
ther  corner.  The  Nawaub  then 
fent  for  an  elephant.  The  firft  ap¬ 
proach  of  this  beaft  caufed  the  tiger 
to  give  a  cry  of  terror,  and  to  run 
into  a  corner,  where  by  a  fpring  he 
attempted  to  leap  over  the  fence* 
In  this  he  failed  ;  and  the  elephant 
approaching  by  direction  of  his 
rider  attempted  to  throw  himfelf 
on  his  knees  on  the  tiger*  This 
the  latter  avoided,  and  immediately 
ran  to  another  place.  All  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  mohout  could  not 
induce  the  elephant  to  make  a  fe- 
cond  attack  ;  but  advancing  to  the 
gate,  he  began  to  pufh  againft  it, 
and  foon  made  his  way  good. 
The  tiger  did  not  attempt  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opening,  but  lay 
panting  in  a  corner.  A  fecond  ele¬ 
phant  was  now  introduced,  who 
immediately  rufhed  towards  the 
tiger,  and  made  a  kneel  at  him. 
The  tiger,  however,  fprang  on  his 
forehead,  where  he  fixed  by  his 
teeth  and  claws,  till  the  animal 
raifing  his  head,  with  a  violent 
jerk  dafhed  him  on  the  ground,  fo 
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Completely  bruifed,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  rife.  The  elephant  did 
not  choofe  to  flay  to  complete  his 
vidlory,  but  rufhing  againfl  the 
fide  of  the  inclofure,  with  his  tu.fi; s 
raifed  up  the  whole  frame-work  of 
limber  and  bamboos,  with  a  great 
number  of  people  hanging  on  it. 
The  alarm  was  great,  and  they 
fcrambled  off  as  foon  as  poflible. 
The  elephant  made  his  way 
through,  fortunately  hurting  no 
one  ;  and  the  tiger  was  too  much 
exhaufted  to  follow.  The  fun  was 
now  far  advanced,  and  the  heat  fo 
confvderable,  that  the  fight  was 
adjourned  fine  die . 


Hiftory  of  Abyjfinia .  From  Mr. 

Salt’s  Dijfertationy  in  Lord  Va¬ 
lencia's  Voyages  ajid  Travels . 

AbyfTima  is  a  corruption  of  the 
Arabic  word  Habefh,  fignifying 
*1  convena.'  This  name  has  been 
invariably  ufed  by  the  Arabians, 
though  adopted  in  modern  times 
only  by  the  Abyffinians,  who  pre¬ 
fer  that  of  their  different  pro¬ 
vinces,  as  Amharians,  Tigrians,  or 
the  more  general  one  of  Cafhtam 
(Chriftians),  of  which  they  are 
extremely  proud,  and  which  ge¬ 
nerally  was  the  firft  word  they  ad- 
dreffed  to  us  on  our  entering  the 
country,  accompanying  it  by  lay¬ 
ing  hold  of  a  blue  fiik  firing  round 
their  necks,  which  is  with  them 
the  indif,  u table  proof  of  their  be¬ 
ing  entitled  to  the  appellation. 
In  their  books  they  are  ftyled 
Ethiopians,  Tons  of  Ethiopia, 
Agazi,  and  Axomians  ;  by  a 
fimilar  name  to  which  (Axomites) 
they  were  alone  defignated  among 
the  Romans.  Many  authors,  par¬ 


ticularly  Ludolf,  a  writer  who  li£a 
entered  very  deeply  into  their  hif- 
tory,  have  fuppofed  them  to  have 
palTed  over  from  Arabia  ;  but  to 
this  there  are  many  obje&ions,  for 
I  do  not  recollect  any  infiance  of  a 
nation  having  fent  back  fettlers  to 
its  mother  country  ;  }ret  we  have 
an  account  in  Procopius,  of  a  band 
of  the  Axomites,  on  invading 
Arabia,  having  been  fo  pleafed 
with  it,  that  they  gave  up  their 
own  country,  and  continued  there. 
It  appears  more  probable  from  the 
general  tenor  of  their  hiftory,  that 
they  were  refugees  from  Egypt, 
who  conquered,  and  mingled  with, 
the  aborigines  of  the  country  ;  elfe, 
from  what  fource  could  they  de¬ 
rive  their  veneration  for  the  Nile, 
of  the  confequence  of  which,  in 
Abyffinia,  they  could  form  no  idea  f 
Whence  their  fly le  of  building,  fo 
totally  different  from  any  in  Ara¬ 
bia  ?  Or  their  written  character 
which  is  as  eflentially  different  from 
that  of  the  ancient  Cufic  ?  The 
Greek  or  Ethiopic  written  from  the 
left  to  right,  the  Cufic  from  right 
to  left;  the  former  having  each 
charadler  diftindl  and  fquare  in  its 
form,  and  the  latter  chiefly  confid¬ 
ed  of  curves  running  wildly  into 
each  other.  Even  the  very  form  of 
their  government,  which  always 
appears  to  have  been  monarchical, 
points  out  Egypt,  rather  than 
Arabia,  for  their  origin. 

But  as  this  is  a  point  of  confi- 
derable  importance,  it  may  not  be 
uninterefting  to  enter  a  little  deeper 
into  the  difeuffion. 

In  the  earlieft  records  of  hiftory, 
we  find  the  Ethiopians  reprefented 
as  a  very  numerous  and  powerful 
people;  their  importance,  however, 
progrefiively  declined,  as  Egypt 
advanced  in  confequence ;  for  as 

the 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


the  population  of  that  country  in¬ 
creased,  it  naturally  extended  its 
-conquefts  in  the  direction  of  the 
Nile,  compelling  the  Ethiopians 
to  retire  towards  the  fouth.  Meroe 
feems  to  have  been  the  point  at 
which  their  progrefs  was  flopped ; 
yet,  beyond  this,  bands  from  Egypt 
afterwards  emigrated  and  fettled 
themfelves  among  the  Ethiopians  : 
of  one  of  thefe  flights  we  have  an 
account  in  Herodotus,  who  men¬ 
tions  that  it  conflfted  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  thoufand  in  number; 
that  they  were  called,  as  a  nation, 
Afmack,  or  Afkarr* ;  that  they  fled 
from  Pfammeticus  fix  hundred  and 
thirty  years  before  the  time  of 
that  hiftorian,  and  went  as  far  be¬ 
yond  Meroe  as  that  place  is  from 
Elephantine.  Thefe  people  are 
c-onfidered  by  Dr.  Vincent  to  he 
the  fame  as  thofe  defcribed  by 
Strabo,  under  the  name  of  Sebritoe, 
or  Sembritoe  { Ad  venae),  who  in* 
habited  .all  the  country  above  Me- 
roe,  and  extended  acrofs  the  moun¬ 
tains  nearly  to  the  Red  Sea.  They 
are  alfo  defcribed,  more  accurately 
perhaps,  by  Pliny,  under  the 
names  of  Semberritoe,  and  Afa- 
chie,  on  the  mountains.  Thefe  I 
confider,  with  Dr.  Vincent,  to  be 
no  other  than  the  Axoraites,  or  as 
they  term  themfelves  in  their  mot 
ancient  books,  Agazi. 

The  Abyffimans,  in  their  mo¬ 
dern  books,  lay  claim  to  great  an¬ 
tiquity,  as  being  defcended  from 
Ham.  They  alfo  boafl:  that  one 
of  their  queens,  named  Maguedd, 
was  the  Queen  of  the  South,  who 
vifited  Solomon,  by  whom  fhe  had 
3.  fon  named  Menilech,  from  whom 
their  prefent  kings  are  lineally  de¬ 
fended.  The  only  thing  like 
evidence  on  this  fubjedl,  depends 
on  the  authenticity  of  a  feries  of 


chronicles,  faid  to  have  been  kept 
regularly  by  the  priefts  at  the  an¬ 
cient  city  of  Axum.  The  autho¬ 
rity  of  thefe  has,  however,  been 
with  reafon  difputed,  as  it  is 
fcarcely  poffible  that  they  ihould 
have  been  preferved,  confidcring 
the  wars  in  which  the  country  has 

J 

continually  been  engaged.  Befides, 
the  evidence  of  the  Axum  inferip- 
tion  feems  deciflve  again'!  them, 
as  a  king  certainly  would  not  call 
himfelf  fon  of  Mars,  who  prided 
himfelf  on  his  defeent  from  Solo¬ 
mon.  It  feems,  on  the  whole, 
probable,  that  this  idea  was  bor¬ 
rowed  from  their  dependents,  the 
Homerites,  and  was  afiumed  long 
after  the  introdudlion  of  Chrifti- 
anity- 

WhateveT  their  religion  may 
have  been  in  early  times,  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  exelulively 
attached  to  it,  lince,  when  the 
Romans  fucceeded  to  the  trade  of 
the  Red  Sea,  they  found  the  Axo- 
rnites,  as  they  were  then  called, 
ready  to  receive,  together  with 
•their  merchandize,  the  worfhip  of 
their  gods.  This  is  proved  by  the 
infeription  I  found  at  Axum,  where 
the  fovereign  of  the  country  ftyles 
himfelf  the  fon  of  the  God,  the 
invincible  Mars,  even  if  we  do  not 
refer  to  the  fecond  Adulitic,  which 
if  allowed  to  have  been  eredled  by 
an  Abvfiinian  king,  would  be  ftili 
more  fati-sfa&ory* 

It  is  only  about  one  or  two  cen¬ 
turies  after  the  commencement  of 
the  Chriftian  sera,  that  the  Abyf- 
flnian  hiftory  begins  to  emerge 
from  obfeurity,  A  very  clofe 
commercial  connexion  was  theft 
formed  with  the  country  by  the 
traders  from  Egypt,  as  appears  in 
the  Periplus,  and  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage  became  fo  common  in  the 
1 3  ? jJ  country. 
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country,  that  it  was  ufed  by  the 
king  of  Abyffinia  to  commemorate 
his  exploits  even  lb  far  in  the  in¬ 
terior  as  Axum,  which  alfo  moll 
ftrongly  corroborates  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Greek  attributed  by  the 
Periplus  to  Zolkalis. 

This  connection  with  Egypt 
feems  to  have  added  greatly  to 
their  power  and  confequence  in  the 
Red  Sea  :  for  in  the  firfi  informa* 
tion  we  have  of  them,  we  find 
them  confined  to  the  wefiern  coall, 
and  the  trade  chiefly  in  the  hands 
of  Arabians :  but  in  a  few  cen¬ 
turies  afterwards,  we  perceive  they 
became  mailers  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  Arabian  coall,  and  appointed 
viceroys  over  the  Hornerites,  who, 
after  conquering  the  Sabeans,  had 
in  their  turn  become  fubjedl  to  the 
King  of  Axum.  To  effect  this, 
however,  required  a  long  period  of 
time;  and  might  never  have  taken 
place,  had  not  a  peculiar  feries  of 
external  and  favourable  circum- 
ftances  concurred  to  farther  their 
progrefs. 

After  the  Phoenicians  had  ceafed 
to  be  a  maritime  power,  Egypt 
had  occupied  the  Red  Sea  with  her 
fleets,  and  had  engrofied  all  the 
valuable  productions  of  India  and 
the  eall  of  Africa  :  but  Ihe  was 
content  to  hold  this  monopoly  in 
conjun&ion  with  the  Arabians, 
who,  from  time  immemorial,  had 
been  joint  poflefiors  of  the  trade. 
When  the  dynafly  of  the  Ptole¬ 
mies  had  been  overthrown  and 
Egypt  had  become  a  province  of 
the  Roman  empire,  the  Romans 
fucceeded  of  courfe  to  this  trade  : 
but  the  genius  ol  that  people  was 
ill  formed  for  commerce ;  and  the 
very  nature  of  their  government 
was  fueh,  as  to  render  their  power 
pffhort  duration  in  this  part  of  the 


world  ;  for  fo  long  only  could  they 
hope  to  hold  it,  as  they  followed 
the  line  marked  out  to  them  by 
their  predeceffors.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  inllead  of  adding  Arength 
to  the  union  that  ought  to  have 
fubfilled  between  them  and  the 
Arabians,  their  delire  of  conqueft 
led  them  to  take  po  lie  Hi  on  of  their 
fea  ports,  and  even  to  fend  an 
army  into  the  heart  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  Jn  this  expedition,  however, 
they  effected  nothing  of  confer 
quence,  but  were  harafled,  baffled, 
and  driven  back  with  difgrace.  The 
remotenefs,  too,  of  their  feat  ot 
government,  was  in  itfelf  alone 
fufficient  to  prevent  a  long  conti¬ 
nuance  even  of  their  influence 
here;  for  the  viceroys  of  Egypt 
were  more  likely  to  think  of  en¬ 
riching  themfelves,  than  of  bene-? 
fitting  the  Egyptian  traders :  be- 
fides  that  the  empire  itfelf  was 
hafiening  fafi  to  its  end.  Thefe 
circumfiances,  added  to  the  fupine- 
nefs  and  indolence  of  the  Arabians, 
made  an  opening  for  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers,  too  advantageous 
to  be  long  neglefted  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  we  find,  that  it  was  fhortly 
afterwards  laid  hold  of,  and  by  a 
nation  which,  until  the  Chrifiian 
rera,  had  been  known  only  by  vague 
report. 

Thefe  were  the  very  Egyptian 
tribes,  which,  mingling  with  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
had  extended  their  conquefts  eafl- 
ward,  and  had  eflablilhed  their 
power  at  Axum,  under  a  feudal 
fovereignty  ;  a  government  which, 
more  than  all  others,  is  likely  to 
attach  the  neighbouring  tribes  to 
its  interefl,  fince  it  does  not  re¬ 
quire  any  change. in  their  general 
fyfiem  of  policy,  to  enable  them 
to  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
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Hate.  From  Axum,  their  con- 
•quefts  foon  extended  to  the  R.ed 
Sea  ;  and  here,  finding  friends  in 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Adu- 
li*  (which  had  alfo  been  built  by 
refugees  from  Egypt)  they  together 
formed  a  very  powerful  nation, 
which  was  enabled  to  afiume  a 
confequence  in  the  Red  Sea,  that 
the  then  polfeflbrs  of  the  trade 
were  unequal  to  oppofe.  Of  thefe 
fadts  we  have  information  alfo  in 
the  Adulitic  and  Axum  infcrip- 
tions,  and  in  the  Periplus,  written, 
I  conceive,  after  the  time  of  Pliny, 
who,  except  Strabo,  was  the  firft 
to  notice  this  riling  nation ;  the 
latter  writer  having  only  remark¬ 
ed,  in  his  account  of  the  Ethiopi¬ 
ans,  that  ‘f  as  yet  none  of  the 
Ethiopians  had  interfered  with  the 
commerce  of  the  Red  Sea.”  From 
the  date  of  the  Adulitic  infcrip- 
tion,  their  power  became  fupreme 
in  this  part  of  the  world  ;  and  they 
formed  a  maritime  barrier  between 
the  R.omans  and  thePerfians,  which 
induced  the  former  to  conciliate 
them  by  repeated  embafiles,  and 
annual  prefents,  the  magnificence 
of  which  ftrongly  points  out  the 
confequence  that  they  held  in  the 
fcale  of  eaflern  politics,  which 
confequence  continued,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  until  a  confiderable  time  after 
the  rife  of  the  Arabians  under  Ma¬ 
homet, 

As  idolatry  declined  among  the 
Romans,  by  the  fame  channel  that 
the  worfhip  of  Mars  had  been  in¬ 
troduced,  the  true  religionol  Chrift 
found  its  way  into  Abyffinia,  and 
at  length  was  happily  efiablifhed 
as  the  religion  of  the  country, 
about  the  year  330,  in  the  reign  of 
Abreha,  or,  as  he  was  called  by  the 
Romans,  Aeizana,  (who  had  at  this 
time  taken  his  brother  Abybeha, 


[967 

or  Saeizana,  tolharein  the  empire.) 
The  perfons  to  whom  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  Chriilianity  is  attri¬ 
buted,  are  Fruraentius  and  iBde- 
fius,  according  to  the  account 
given  by  Rufinius,  who  declares 
that  he  had  it  from  iEdefius  him- 
feif,  who  alfo  returned  from  Abyf¬ 
finia,  and  was  made  Bilhop  of  Tyre;, 
but  he  fpoke  of  it  as  in  India, 
which  occafioned  much  confufion  ; 
yet  it  is  mol  dearly  made  out  to 
refer  to  the  Axomites,  by  St. 
Athanafius,  and  Confiantius’s  letter 
to  Aeizana  and  Saeizana  ;  and  that 
the  former  reigned  at  Axum,  is 
clearly  eftablifhed  by  the  Axum 
infeription. 

Frumentius  and  Jidefius,  two 
young  men,  Chriftians,  but  unor¬ 
dained,  in  company  with  one  Me- 
ropius,  a  Tyrian,  were  lhipwreck- 
ed  on  the  coaft,  where,  being  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  barbarians,  Meropius 
was  killed  ;  but  the  young  men 
were  taken  before  the  Kine  of 
Axum,  and  accepted  into  his  fer- 
vice.  Afterwards,  on  the  king's 
death,  they  rofe  to  great  honours, 
even  to  the  adminiftration  of  the 
government,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  queen,  during  the  minority 
of  her  fon. 

By  their  influence,  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid  for  the  converfion  of 
the  Abyffinians  ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  promoting  it,  Frumentius 
returned  to  Egypt,  and  was  there 
appointed  Bilhop  of  Axum  by 
Athanafius,  in  which  capacity  he 
returned  to  Abyilinia*  On  the 
diigrace  of  St.  Athanafius,  Fru¬ 
mentius  was  attacked  by  the 
Arian  party,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
from  the  Emperor  Conftantius  to 
the  Kings  Aiezana  and  Saeizana* 
now  extant  in  St.  Athan:  Apol. 
(vide  B.)  requiring  that  they 
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would  fend  Frumentius  to  Alexan¬ 
dria,  An  embalfy  alfo  was  fent 
about  this  time  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  into  Arabia  and  Abyffinia, 
as  appears  in  Philoftorges  an  Arian 
writer  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  by  this  embalfy  was  fent  the 
letter  of  Conftantius  above  re¬ 
ferred  to.  The  chief  of  this  em- 
baffy  was  Theophilus,  an  Arian 
Biihop.  The  account  of  his  mif- 
lion  is  valuable,  and  appears  to  me 
not  to  have  been  before  fufficientiy 
noticed. 

He  was  an  Indian,  who  in  Con- 
ilantine’s  reign  was  fent  as  a  hof- 
tage  from  the  Divasi ;  and  being 
a  man  of  great  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge,  was  afterwards  railed  to 
the  epifeopal  dignity.  In  this 
million  he  is  faid  to  have  carried  out 
two  hundred  Cappadocian  horfes, 
belides  other  prefents,  to  the  eaft- 
ern  princes.  He  built  three 
churches,  one  at  Tapharon  in  Ara¬ 
bia,  another  at  the  Roman  empo¬ 
rium  at  Aden,  and  another  on  the 
ifland  of  Ormuz.  He  then  palled 
over  to  Diabe,  and  to  many  other 
parts  of  India  j  eroding  from  Ara¬ 
bia,  he  went  over  to  the  Ethio¬ 
pians  called  Axomites,  who  lived 
on  the  left  fide,  to  thofe.  failing  up 
the  Red  Sea,  and  who  were  fo 
called  from  their  metropolis, 
Axum.  Having  therefettled  every 
thing  to  his  fatisfa&ion,  he  return, 
ed  to  the  Roman  territory.  Be- 
iides  his  extenfive  learning,  he  is 
recorded  to  have  underftood  medi¬ 
cine  (hunc  enim  divina  virtute 
jnorbos  curare  fama  cclebras  erat). 
His  fuccefs  in  Abyfllnia,  however, 
though  aliened  in  general  terms, 
can  fcarcely  be  allowed,  when  we 
conlider  the  high  favour  in  which 
Frumentius  was  held  ;  for  if  we 
may  believe  the  Abylfinian  annals, 


which  here  are  perfe&ly  confident 
with  the  Byzantine  writers,  both 
he  and  the  other  miffionaries  with 
him,  were,  on  his  return,  received 
with  open  arms  by  the  chiefs, 
treated  with  high  honour  and  re- 
fpedl,  and  by  the  common  people 
almoft  venerated  as  divine  agents. 
No  nation,  indeed,  ever  received 
the  Chridian  religion  with  more 
willingnefs  than  the  Abyffinians, 
fo  that  a  great  part  of  them  were 
in  a  Ihort  time  baptized  to  the 
faith  ;  lands  were  fet  apart  for  the 
priefthood  ;  churches  were  ere&ed, 
and  others  afterwards  excavated 
out  of  the  folid  rocks,  by  work¬ 
men  fent  for  out  of  Egypt,  by  the 
orders  of  the  Abyffinian  emperors, 
and  which  they  to  this  day  retain. 
One  of  thefe  I  faw  at  Abhahafuba, 
which  is  undoubtedly  of  great  an¬ 
tiquity,  and  refembles  much  the 
architecture  of  Egypt.  With  the 
rites  of  Chriftianity,  however, 
they  either  incorporated  many  ce¬ 
remonies  which  they  had  borrowed 
from  the  Jews,  or,  which  is  per¬ 
haps  as  likely,  they  received  Chrif¬ 
tianity  mixed  with  many  Jewilh 
rites,  which  had  not,  in  the  early 
periods  of  the  church  in  Egypt, 
been  fo  decidedly  feparated  from 
it.  Over  this  church,  from  its 
full  foundation,  the  fupremacy  of 
the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  feems 
to  have  been  acknowledgedj  for 
the  Emperor  Judin  writes  to  Alte- 
rius,  Biihop  of  Alexandria,  to  in¬ 
cite  the  King  of  the  Axomites 
againft  Dupaan  ;  and  it  was  wifely 
determined  that  the  chief  pried,  or 
Aboona,  Ihould  be  a  ftranger  ap¬ 
pointed  by  him;  thus  fecuring  to 
fo  remote  a  country,  on  the  death 
ot  each  Aboona,  a  renewed  fupply 
of  learning  and  Chridian  know, 
ledge,  fuperior  at  lead  to  what  was 
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likely  to  be  found  there.  In  fub- 
fequent  periods,  from  time  to  time, 
many  holy  men  went  over  from 
Egypt,  who  were  invariably  re" 
ceived  with  reverence  by  the  in¬ 
habitants,  particularly  nine  or  ten 
of  great  fanclity,  between  the  year 
470  and  480,  whofe  memory  is 
ftill  highly  refpe&ed  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Tigre,  where  as  many 
churches  were  built  and  called 
after  their  names. 

The  faith  which  they  received 
with  enthufiafm,  they  maintained 
with  firmnefs ;  for  fo  early  as  the 
time  of  Juftin,  about  the  year  525, 
when  jt  appears  that  they  were  ah- 
folute  mailers  of  the  R.ed  Sea,  we 
have  a  well  authenticated  account 
of  a  formidable  army  having  been 
fent  over  to  aflift  the  Chriftians  in 
Arabia  by  Caleb  Negus,  or  Elis- 
baas,  which  proved  fuccefsful.  It 
was  to  this  prince  that  Nonnofus 
was  fent  as  ambaflador  by  Juftin, 
part  of  whofe  account  is  kill  ex¬ 
tant  in  Photius,  and  the  Adulitic 
infcription  was  alfo  copied  at  this 
time  by  Cofmas. 

This,  and  the  fucceeding  reign 
of  Guebra  Maflial,  or  Helleftheus, 
who  was  cotemporary  with  Juft i- 
nian,  and  to  whom  the  latter  fent 
Julianus  as  ambaffador,  for  the 
purpofe  of  awing  the  Perfians,  and 
gaining  a  monopoly  of  the  Indian 
trade,  particularly  ftlk,  form  the 
brighteft  period  of  the  Abyflinian 
monarchy,  as  clearly  afcertained  in 
hiftory  ;  but  I  think  we  may  pre¬ 
fume,  that  it  was  alfo  powerful  at 
the  time  of  the  fecond  Adulitic  in¬ 
fcription  being  eredled  :  to  afcer- 
tain  the  date  of  this,  is  therefore 
of  the  greateft  importance.  But 
even  computing  from  the  time  of 
the  Axum  infcription,  whqn  Aei- 
sana  was  fty led  King  of  the  Home- 


rites  and  of  the  Sabaeans,  it  will 
give  us  a  fpace  of  upwards  of  two 
centuries  for  the  duration  of  the 
fuperiority  of  Abyflinia  over  Ara* 
bia,  and  confequently  of  its  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Red  Sea,  although 
the  Arabian  authors  allow  the 
Abyftinians  to  have  abfolutely 
ruled  by  their  viceroys  over  Arabia 
Felix  for  no  more  than  feventy- 
two  years.  Soon  after  Helleftheus, 
or  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
their  power  began  to  decline  in 
Arabia,  owing  to  the  defertion  of 
their  own  troops,  who  became 
independent  fettlers  there,  and  to 
the  increaftng  power  of  the  Per¬ 
fians,  who  were  gaining  in  this  part 
a  decided  fuperiority,  and  whofuc- 
ceeded  at  laft  in  driving  them  from 
the  country,  though  they  molefted 
the  coaft  afterwards  by  frequent 
invafions,  and  kept  up  their  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  Red  Sea  even  to  a 
later  period  than  the  time  of  Ma¬ 
homet  ;  for  we  find  in  Abulfeda, 
that  the  King  of  Abyflinia  gave 
protection  to  all  the  refugees  who 
then  fled  from  Arabia,  among 
whom  were  fome  of  the  firft  fami¬ 
lies  in  that  country,  particularly 
Gafar,  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb,  in 
defiance  of  all  the  folicitations 
made  to  him  to  give  them  up.— 
Afterwards,  when  the  Mahomme- 
dan  dynafty  became  all-powerful  in 
this  quarter  of  the  world,  though 
all  their  Arabian  pofTelfions  were 
taken  from  them,  their  commerce 
and  their  confequence  annihilated, 
their  country  invaded,  and  even 
their  capital  itfelf  endangered,  yet 
the  Abyfiinians  remained  firm; 
and  alone,  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
eaft,  fuccefsfully  continued  to  de, 
fend  their  faith  againft  the  fero¬ 
cious  attacks  of  the  furrounding 
Klaliommedan  ftate:;.  Yet  the 
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Uruggle  in  which  they  were  en¬ 
gaged  was  feyere  indeed ;  and  it  is 
almoft  certain  that  they  would  ul¬ 
timately,  and  even  fhortly,  have 
funk  under  it,  had  nor,  almoft  at 
this  laft  extremity,  the  Portuguefe 
arrived,  after  the  difcovery  of  the 
patTage  round  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  their  affiftance.  This 
happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
3541,  when  Claudius  fat  on  the 
throne,  who,  as  well  as  his  father 
David,  to  whom  he  had  juft  fuc- 
ceeded,  had  been  for  fome  years 
engaged  in  a  defen  five  war  againft 
Mahomet  Gragne,  King  of  Adel, 
one  of  the  moft  blood-thirfty  fa- 
vages  hiftory  has  recorded.  The 
ncceffion  of  European  troops,  as 
might  be  expected,  foon  changed 
the  face  of  affairs  ;  and  after  many 
defperate  battles,  in  which  the 
Poriuguefe  were  chiefly  engaged 
under  their  brave  commander, 
Diego  de  Gama,  who  in  enter- 
prize,  though  not  in  fuccefs,  almoft 
equalled  his  brother,  the  Moors 
were  driven  back,  their  king  kill¬ 
ed,  and  their  armies  nearly  anni¬ 
hilated  ;  while  all  hope  of  re- 
fources  from  the  other  coaft  were 
cut  oif  by  the  Portuguefe  fleet, 
which  then  rode  triumphantly  in 
the  Red  Sea. 

It  has  been  ufual  with  many  to 
condemn  altogether  thefe  crufading 
expeditions;  yet,  in  this  inftance, 
the  effeds  refulting  from  it  were  in 
a  high  degree  beneficial  to  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Abyftinia,  which  was,  in 
fad,  completely  faved,  by  the 
mode  of  warfare  then  introduced, 
and  by  the  progrefs  in  civilization 
which  the  natives  made  under  the 
tuition  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  to 
which  alone  is  to  be  attributed  the 
fitperiority  which  they  have  to  this 
day  retained  above  all  the  nations 


around  them.  This  fuperiority  has, 
however,  been  kept  up  only  by  s 
continual  ftruggle,  which  gradually 
has  tended  to  weaken  their  power, 
and  render  their  fttuation  every  day 
more  and  more  precarious,  fo  as  to 
make  it  likely  that  they  may  not, 
without  affiftance,  be  able  much 
longer  to  ftand  out  againft  the 
fuperior  numbers  of  the  Galla, 
Much,  however,  as  we  may  ad¬ 
mire  the  effeds  refulting  from  this 
expedition  of  the  Portuguefe,  we 
cannot  but  condemn  the  bigotry 
with  which  their  priefts  attempted 
to  force  the  Roman  Catholic  reli¬ 
gion  on  the  Abyfiiniaos,  which 
fucceeded  only  for  a  ftiort  time, 
merely  from  the  weaknefs  of  one 
of  their  kings.  For  they  were  not 
content  with  infringing  upon  their 
ancient  rites  and  ceremonies  ;  with 
altering  their  fafts,  and  denying 
them  a  participation  in  the  holy 
fupper  ;  with  burning  their  altars, 
and  confecrating  new  ones  ;  but 
they  were  abfurd  enough,  which 
more  particularly  incenfed  the 
people,  to  treat  them  all  as  pagans 
or  idolaters,  by  inlifting  on  their 
re-baptifm  and  the  re-ordination  of 
their  priefts  ;  thus  unneceiTarily 
heaping,  as  their  king  complains 
in  one  of  his  letters,  baptifm  on 
baptifm,  and  prieftbood  on  prieft- 
hood.  To  this  their  patriarch 
added  the  folly,  not  to  give  it  a 
worfe  term,  of  daring  to  excom¬ 
municate  the  legitimate  fovereign 
of  the  country.  Such  repeated  ads 
of  aggreftton  at  length  brought 
on  them  the  merited  punilhment, 
and  the  exhaufted  patience  of  the 
Abyflinians  gave  w'ay  to  a  bitter 
rancour,  which  burft  forth  in  the 
deftrudion  of  part  of  the  priefts  ; 
in  the  expulfion  of  the  reft  ;  and 
finally,  in  the  exclusion  of  alt 
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Grangers  from  the  country.  Yet 
the  gratitude  fl ill  felt  for  the  Cer¬ 
vices  which,  as  foldiers,  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had  rendered  them,  in¬ 
duced  the  Abvffinians  to  treat  all 
but  the  priefts  with  kind  and  con¬ 
tinued  attention,  which  cannot  be 
more  ftrongly  (hewn,  than  by  an 
extract  from  a  letter,  written  by 
Bafilides,  when  he  expelled  the 
fathers  from  the  country. 

“  Lo,  our  meffengers  have  faith¬ 
fully  delivered  to  us  many  things 
that  you  faid,  and  various  reafons 
that  you  urged,  when  they  de¬ 
clared  to  you  our  command  that 
you  fliould  return  to  your  own 
country.  Firft,  you  fay,  s  we 
did  not  come  of  our  own  accord, 
but  were  fent  in  confequence  of 
repeated  letters  written  to  invite 
us.*  What !  do  you  Hill  pretend 
ignorance  of  the  numerous  caufes, 
though  fo  clearly  laid  before  you 
in  our  former  letter,  for  which 
we  have  obliged  you  to  migrate 
lo  your  own  country  ?  why  feek 
you  that  we  (hould  again  repeat 
them  ?  Recolledl  you  not  the  late 
fierce  difputes  between  you  and 
the  people  of  Abyffinia,  nay, 
which  have  always  exifted,  from 
the  contempt  in  which  they  have 
held  your  rites,  your  ceremonies, 
and  your  religion  ;  and  which 
have  been  carried  to  fuch  a  length, 
that,  had  not  God  prote&ed  you 
on  high,  and  the  favour  of  our 
emperor  below,  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  your  flaying,  I  will  not 
fay  twenty-two  years,  but  even 
half  a  year  in  the  country  ?  It  is 
needlefs  to  defcribe  how  many  men 
for  this  caufe  have  been  facrificed, 
or  how  many  labours  and  troubles 
the  late  emperor  fuffered  in  your 
caufe,  fince  all  this  mud  be  frefh 
in  your  memory.  But,  in  truth, 


the  emperor  finding  that  this 
change  of  religion  could  by  no 
means  Hand,  himfelf,  as  he  had 
firft  introduced,  fo  he  again  changed 
it,  returning  to  the  fundamental 
dotftrines  of  his  fathers,  .which  is 
the  rock  of  the  Alexandrian  faith  ; 
and  this  he  confirmed  by  his  pub¬ 
lic  edidfs,  fo  that  it  may  not  again 
be  altered  from  generation  to  ge¬ 
neration.  What  belongs  to  the 
faithful  account  of  thofe  brave 
Portuguefe,  whom  you  have  v/ifhed 
to  recall  to  our  memory,  who,  in 
defence  of  religion,  came  into 
Ethiopia  in  the  time  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Claudius,  we  perfectly  know 
that  they  came  for  a  good  caufe, 
and  that  in  the  very  year  they  en¬ 
tered  the  country,  peace  flowed  in 
like  a  river,  and  one  people  no 
longer  rofe  againft  the  other.  For 
they  did  not  teach  the  dodfrine  of 
perfecution,  or  aflemble  together 
for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  the 
ancient  religion  handed  down  by 
the  fathers  and  apoflles,  nor  did 
they  force  any  one  to  obferve  other 
rites  than  thofe  which  were  in 
public  ufe,  but  rather  fought  in 
the  defence  of  them,  to  free  their 
country  from  the  hands  of  a  plun¬ 
derer  and  a  robber,  commanding  an 
army  too  truly  Mahommedan. 
Thefe  men  are  worthy  of  every 
praife,  and  they  received  their  re¬ 
ward  from  our  kings,  fo  that  they 
planted  their  vines,  and  tilled  their 
lands  in  a  country,  where  they  had 
received  nothing,  not  even  a  foot 
of  land,  as  an  inheritance.  And 
whatfoever  they  have  left,  it  re¬ 
mains  to  their  children,  who  to 
this  day  live  among  us,  upon  the 
bread  granted  by  us,  and  be¬ 
queathed  to  them  by  their  fathers ; 
nor  is  there  any  one  who  can  fay 
to  them,  What  do  you  here  ?  or, 
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what  bufincfs  have  you  in  this 
country  ?  fince  all  know  that  they 
came  for  the  public  good.” 

From  thefe  faffs  it  will  appear, 
that  although  partial  herefies  and 
gradual  corruptions  may  have  crept 
into  the  Abyfiinian  church,  which 
was  the  natural  confequence  of 
their  peculiar  and  ifolated  fituation, 
yet  they  can  jultly  claim  the  ho¬ 
nour,  not  only  of  having  refilled 
the  open  and  formidable  attacks  of 
the  Mahommedans,  but  likevvife 
the  more  infidious  attacks  of  the 
Romilh  church  ;  as  alfo,  in  its 
earlier  period,  of  having  refilled 
the  Arian  fchifm,  and,  like  the 
Coptic  Greeks,  to  whom  their 
church  is  nearly  allied,  may  ft  ill 
confider  themfelves  as  adhering  to 
the  faith  which  they  firft  received. 
At  the  prefent  moment,  however, 
the  nation,  with  its  religion,  is  fall 
verging  to  ruin  ;  the  Galla  and 
Mulfulman  tribes  around  are  daily 
becoming  more  powerful  ;  and 
there  is  reafon  to  fear  that,  in  a 
fhort  time,  the  very  name  of  Chrilt 
may  be  loll  among  them.  Some 
events  have  lately  occurred  likely 
to  haften  their  fall  ;  namely,  the 
death  of  their  late  Aboona  Marcus, 
and  the  failure  of  their  endeavours 
to  procure  another  from  Egypt. — 
By  this,  the  lall  tie  which  bound 
them  to  the  mother  country  is  cut 
afunder;  divifions among  theprieils 
have  already  enfued ;  the  confe¬ 
quence  of  which  is,  that  their  moft 
holy  rites  are  likely  to  become 
objefls  of  derifion,  from  the  do. 
venly  manner  in  which  they  are 
performed,  and  the  facred  character 
of  the  priefthood  to  fall  into  con¬ 
tempt,  from  the  dubious  authority 
by  which  the  priells  are  now  or¬ 
dained  to  its  duties.  To  this  may 
be  added,  that  the  little  learning 


they  have  among  them  will  foon  be 
exhaulled,  being  cut  off  entirely 
from  the  fource  that  fupplied  it. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  thefe  cir- 
cumllances  call  for  the  ferious  con- 
lideration  of  all  Chriilians  ;  for 
when  fo  much  trouble  is  taken,  and 
fo  much  expence  incurred,  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  convert  infidels  to 
the  faith,  might  it  not  be  of  equal, 
or  more  confequence,  to  give  relief 
to  a  nation,  already  profelling  ge¬ 
nerally,  the  fame  faith  with  our* 
feives,  who  at  fo  very  early  a  pe¬ 
riod  received  theChriliian  religion, 
cheriflied  and  defended  it  againft 
its  open  and  fecret  enemies,  and 
who  Hill  maintain  it ;  not  pure  in¬ 
deed,  but  as  their  ellablilhed  faith  ; 
and  to  prove  that  they  are  a  people 
not  unworthy  of  our  care,  let  us 
refer  to  what  the  Jefuits  have  faid 
of  them,  at  a  time  indeed  when  they 
were  friends,  but  which,  as  Ludolf 
well  obferves,  they  never  after¬ 
wards  contradidled.  In  a  letter 
from  Fremona  they  write  thus  : 
“  Let  it  be  particularly  noted,  that 
although  the  Abyllinians  have 
fallen  into  many  and  great  errors 
concerning  the  faith,  yet,  ex¬ 
cepting  thefe,  it  is  certain  that 
they  Hill  preferve  that  excellent 
difpolition,  and  good  natural  incli¬ 
nation  to  all  virtue  and  piety, 
which,  from  of  old,  they  have 
polfelfed  ;  and  that  even  now, 
according  to  what  the  Fathers 
have  feen,  much  fewer  fins  are 
found  among  them,  than  in  many 
other  Chriltian  countries  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  where  our  holy  faith  re¬ 
mains  as  yet  uncorrupted.” — 
Again  :  “  They  give  with  much 
wiilingnefs  alms  to  the  poor,  and 
treat  ltrangers  with  hofpitality 

The  patriarch  Alphonfo  Mendez 
alfo  thus  fpcaks  of  them,  and  his 

authority 
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authority  is  of  great  weight,  corr- 
fidering  that  he  retained  thefe  opi¬ 
nions  after  his  expulfion  from  the 
country  :  They  are  wonderfully 

affected  towards  divine  matters  ; 
and  have,  from  the  time  of  the 
apoftles,  amid  the  darknefs  of 
the  Gentiles  and  Mahommedans, 
kept  alive  a  fpark  of  faith  and  of 
the  Chriflian  name.  Above  all 
things  they  are  inclined  to  read¬ 
ing  and  knowledge.  As  to  what 
belongs  to  their  difpofition,  I 
can  generally  fay,  that  the  more 
noble  and. cultivated  among  them 
do  not  yield  to  Europeans,  and 
that  thofe  of  the  lower  order  far 
excel  our  common  people ;  fo 
that  there  is  fcarcely  one  among 
them  who  can  be  called  ftupid 
and  fooliflt,”  &c. 

Poncet,  whofe  fidelity  as  a  tra¬ 
veller  mull  ever  rank  him  high, 
(p.  242.)  bears  witnefs  to  their 
piety,  attention  to  the  duties  of 
their  religion,  and  their  fingular 
moderation  with  regard  to  others 
differing  from  them  in  point  of 
do&rine.  In  addition  to  thefe,  my 
own  obfervations  tend  fully  to  cor¬ 
roborate  what  I  have  here  quoted. 
I  believe  them  in  general  to  be 
po defied  of  moil  excellent  incli¬ 
nations,  with  great  quicknefs  of 
underftanding,  and  an  anxious  de¬ 
lire  of  improvement ;  and  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  that  there  is  no 
part  of  the  world  where  European 
influence  might  be  exerted  with 
more  beneficial  effe&s  than  in 
Abyffinia. 


Caafes  *why  the  Arts  arc  vot  patro¬ 
nized.  From  ElemeJits  of  A rty  a 
Poem,  by  M.  A.  Shee ,  Ejq. 

However  prophetic  the  author 
may  have  imagined  himfelf  to  be  in 
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his  poetry,  he  mull  confefs,  he  dpes 
not  now  think  that  there  is  ground 
to  be  quite  fo  fanguine  in  his  profe. 
The  more  he  confiders  the  invinci¬ 
ble  apathy  to  the  interefls  of  lite¬ 
rature  and  art,  which  has  through 
fo  long  a  period,  characterized 
every  fluctuation  of  our  manners, 
and  every  change  of  our  ad  minift  ra¬ 
tions  ;  the  more  he  feels  convinced, 
that  the  general  torpor  has  conti¬ 
nued  too  long  to  be  fuddenly  re¬ 
moved. 

There  is  alfo,  feme  reafon  to 
fear,  that  befides  thefe  caufes  which 
in  ail  countries  impede  the  prog  refs 
of  pure  tafle,  there  are  here,  ob¬ 
it  ruCtions  to  its  advancement* 
which  may  be  confidered,  as  pe¬ 
culiar  to  our  political  conftitution 
and  commercial  character.  The 
purfuits  of  politics  and  commerce, 
though  highly  important  to  our 
freedom  and  our  wealth,  are  but 
little  favourable  to  that  refinement 
which  refults  from  great  fenfibility 
of  feeling,  and  high  intellectual 
cultivation.  They  are  fchools  for 
men  of  bufmefs,  not  academies  for 
men  of  tafle.  They  fharpen  all  our 
coarfer  faculties,  but  the  polifhed 
edge  of  genius  is  turned  and  blunt¬ 
ed  in  the  rough  contaCt  they  afford  . 

Trade  and  politics,  are  become 
mighty  gulphs,  in  which,  all  minor 
interefls  are  fwallowed  up  and  lofl. 
To  the  bufy  votaries  of  wealth 
and  power,  all  other  purfuits  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  of  no  moment  :  they 
appreciate  every  thing,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  it  is  fubfervient  to  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  thofe  great  objects, 
and  revere  no  talents,  but  thofe, 
which  will  enable  you  to  get  a 
fortune  or  a  place. 

Unhappily  for  the  arts  and  fei - 
ences,  the  whole  population  of  this 
great  empire,  is  embarked  in  thefe 

two 
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two  comprehenfive  occupations. 
The  trade  of  politics,  or  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  trade,  may  be  faid  to 
engrofs  all  ranks  and  degrees. 
There  is  no  man  fo  high,  or  fo 
low,  as  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
fphere  of  this  influence.  They  oc¬ 
cupy  all  hearts  and  all  heads  ; 
ufurp  all  our  faculties  and  powers  : 
they  cling  to  us  in  public  and  in 
private,  fupply  the  only  objects  of 
our  ambition,  and  the  conftant  to¬ 
pics  of  our  converfation.  At  the 
tables  of  the  great  or  the  gay, 
the  rich  or  the  poor,  you  And  the 
fame  fubje&s  of  difcuflion  and  con¬ 
tention  :  politics  and  trade,  in 
anxious  alternation  :  the  miniftry 
or  the  money  market,  the  intri¬ 
gues  of  an  election,  or  the  terms  of 
a  loan.  (C  Ab  ovo  ufque  ad  mala,’* 
even  our  drawing-rooms  are  con¬ 
verted  into  debating  focieties,  and 
every  company  feems  a  committee 
from  the  commons  or  the  change. 

How  is  the  voice  of  tafte  to  be 
heard  in  this  politico  commercial 
din  ?  What  Orpheus  of  the  modern 
lyre  can  charm  to  filence  or  atten¬ 
tion  this  Rhodopean  rant  ? 

If  the  degree  of  eftimation  in 
which  the  arts  are  held,  be  con- 
iidered  the  bell  criterion,  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  refinement 
of  a  nation,  as  well  as  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  an  individual,  how  (hall 
we  appreciate  the  character  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live  ?  In  what 
civilized  period  of  the  world  have 
they  been  lefs  generally  efteemed, 
or  lefs  liberally  rewarded  ?  With¬ 
out  a  chance  of  honour,  or  a  prof- 
pe<ft  of  competence  ;  without  mo¬ 
tive  or  means  of  exertion,  they  are 
allowed  to  droop  in  the  drudgery 
of  daily  expedients  for  fupport ;  to 
pine  over  the  mifapplication  of 
their  powers  in  hopelefs  inutility. 


and  find  neither  confideration  with 
the  public,  nor  protection  from  the 
fiate. 

The  higher  claffes  of  fociety, 
engroffed  in  pleafure  and  politics, 
have  no  time  to  attend  to  the  inte- 
refis  of  tafte  ;  or  if  a  few  more  li¬ 
beral  and  enlightened  individuals 
from  amongft  them,  ftep  forward  in 
their  behalf,  they  have  only  the 
mortification  to  experience  a  more 
convincing  proof  of  the  general  in- 
fenfibility,  in  the  little  which  their 
zeal  and  their  example  can  effedL 

But  of  all  the  characters  in  fo- 
ciety,  whofe  habits,  prejudices, 
and  views,  render  them  callous  to 
the  allurements  of  the  arts,  the  po¬ 
litical  man  of  bufinefs  (as  he  is 
called),  appears  to  be  the  moll 
hoftile  to  their  interefts  :  he  wears 
a  bulk  not  penetrable  to  the  touch 
of  tafte.  The  creature  of  routine 
and  detail,  while  putting  a  political 
document  through  the  formalities 
of  office,  he  fancies  himfelf  the 
prop  of  the  ftate,  and  the  depoft- 
tary  of  all  human  wifdom.  With 
him,  the  minifter  of  the  day  is  the 
only  man  of  fenfe,  and  the  borough- 
monger  the  only  man  of  confe- 
quence.  The  compofition  of  a 
ftate  paper,  is  the  higheft  effort  of 
human  wit,  and  the  management 
of  a  political  intrigue,  the  ne  plus 
ultra  of  human  fagacity. 

Occupied  in  working  the  coarfer 
wheels  of  the  focial  machine,  he 
neither  fees  nor  comprehends  its 
more  delicate  movements  ;  and  is 
quite  infenfible  to  the  influence  of 
thofe  remote  fprings  and  interior 
agents,  which  are  often  the  mo  ft 
important  in  their  effeCls,  though 
the  leaft  palpable  in  their  opera¬ 
tion. 

If  the  commercial  man  of  bufi¬ 
nefs  is  rarely  a  man  of  tafte,  he  is. 

'  almoft 
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al  aloft  always^a  man  ofliberality  ; 
though  he  may  not  fee  their  utility 
in  its  full  extent,  he  is  willing  to 
allow  the  arts  a  ihare  in  the  great 
concern  offociety  ;  and  fometimes, 
is  pleafed  to  be  a  collector,  with¬ 
out  pretending  to  be  a  connoiffeur. 
But  the  political  man  of  bufinefs  is 
commonly  as  devoid  of  fenfibility 
as  of  fcience.  As  deficient  of  ge¬ 
nerality  as  of  genius.  His  habi¬ 
tual  dulnefs  is  roufed  into  wrath 
at  the  mention  of  genius  and  tafte, 
and  he  conftders  all  liberality  to 
learning  and  merit,  as  a  provoking 
diver  lion*  of  thofe  funds,  which  he 
would  more  ufefully  and  honoura¬ 
bly  employ  in  a  patriotic  profufion 
of  penfions,  finecures,  and  fubfidies. 

This  is  he,  who  has  been  the 
charaderiftic  and  the  curfe  of  our 
government  through  all  its  admi- 
niftrative  fluctuations.  This  is  the 
leach,  who  flicks  to  the  vitals  of 
public  profperity,  and  what  he 
cannot  gorge  himftlf,  takes  care 
fliali  not  be  given  to  fcience  or  to 
virtue.  This  is  he,  who  dams  up 
the  ftream  of  national  munificence, 
left  it  fhould  flow  down  and  fruc¬ 
tify  the  flinty  plains  of  tafte: 
who  fees  no  blemifh  in  power  ;  no 
vice  in  wealth  ;  and  no  virtue  in 
poverty  ;  who  laps  the  fpirit  of  in¬ 
dependence,  and  facers  down  the 
diffidence  of  merit :  who  checks 
and  ftifles  thefirft  birth  of  generous 
feeling  in  high  characters :  who 
turns  aflde  the  liberality  of  the 
ftatefman,  and  intercepts  the  bene¬ 
ficence  of  the  prince 

From  the  lower  ranks  of  official 
infenfibility,  from  the  cold  tribe  of 
fubfervients,  delk  drudges  and  de¬ 


puties,  the  baleful  fpirit  of  this 
charaCler,  riling  like  a  noxious  va¬ 
pour,  pervades  the  higher  regions 
of  authority,  and  degrades  by  its 
illiberal  influence,  the  nobieft 
functions  and  faculties.  What  a 
blank  of  benevolence,  has  its  ope¬ 
ration  occafioned  in  the  annals  of 
the  iafl  century  !  What  muft  have 
been  its  prevalence  and  its  power* 
when  an  adminiftration  of  twenty 
years  continuance— commanding 
the  energies  of  a  mighty  empire, 
and  wielding  treafures  unexampled 
in  the  hiftory  of  national  opulence, 
could  have  paffed  off,  without 
leaving  on  record,  one  public  ad  of 
liberality  or  policy,  towards  the 
arts,  the  fciences,  or  the  literature 
of  their  country.  Of  what  other 
great  ftatefmen— of  what  other 
great  ft  ate  can  this  be  faid  ? 

“  It  is  the  want  of  re  wards  ,** 
fays  Helvetius,  “  which  occafions 
the  want  of  talents  of  every  de- 
fcription.”  Great  men  will  always 
come  when  they  are  called-— when 
they  are  fupplied  with  the  motives 
and  the  means — when  the  occafion 
is  worthy  of  the  charader,  and  the 
exertion  is  rivalled  by  the  remune¬ 
ration. 

But  where  is  the  man  of  genius  in 
tire  prefent  day,  who,  out  of  the  cir¬ 
cles  of  politics  and  war,  can  point 
to  anv  honourable  diftindion  be- 
yond  the  attainment  of  the  vulgar 
.and  vile,  and  fay,  “  Behold  what 
my  talents  have  obtained  for  me! 
Where  is  the  poet — the  artifl— the 
man  of  fcience,  who  fitting  under 
the  Blade  of  his  vine,  andfurround- 
ed  by  the  bleffings  of  affluence,  can 
fay  to  afpiring  youth,  theft,  my 


$  The  author  has  met  with  fome  of  thefe  modern  Goths,  who  openly  avowed  their 
difregard  of  the  arts;  who  declared  that  they  knew  of  no  advantage  which  a  nation 
derived  from  pictures  and  ftatues,  and  that  they  would  oppofe  the  appropriation  of 
any  part  of  the  pub  lie  money  to  the  cultivation  of  fuch  objects. 
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grateful  country  has  bellowed 
upon  me,  as  the  reward  of  my  la¬ 
bour,  and  the  means  of  my  re- 
pofe/' 

Where  is  the  (c  otium  cum  dig- 
nitate’*  for  him  who  has  deferved 
well  of  his  country  in  arts,  as  well 
as  for  him  who  has  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  arms  ?  The  honourable 
afylum  of  national  munificence  for 
the  veterans  of  the  eye  and  the 
pencil— the  invalids  of  literature 
and  tafte ;  who  in  the  face  of  pe¬ 
nury  and  pride,  have  devoted 
themfelves  to  the  interefts  of  pub¬ 
lic  inftru&ion  and  refinement — to 
the  promotion  of  learning  and  vir¬ 
tue  !  Alas !  there  is  no  half-pay 
for  the  legions  of  Apollo  ;  with 
worn  out  powers  and  exhaufied 
hopes,  they  are  abandoned,  like 
Belifarius,  on  the  high-way  of  fo- 
ciety,  and  live,  only  to  lament  the 
infatuation  of  their  youth,  and  the 
ingratitude  of  their  country. 

But  hint  in  public,  or  in  private, 
the  advantage  that  would  attend  a 
little  liberality  to  this  long  ne- 
gledfed  race — the  propriety — the 
expediency— the  neceflity,  of  let¬ 
ting  a  crum  fall  from  the  profufe 
fealt  of  national  opulence,  to  fatisfy 
the  wants  of  genius  and  ftimulate 
the  failing  powers  of  tafte  ;  the 
porcupine  of  public  economy  is 
raifed  in  an  inftant,  he  puts  forth 
all  his  quills  to  defend  the  public 
purfe  from  encroachment,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  impoverifhment  of  the 
ftate.  Now  the  grave  Catos  of 
the  day  expatiate  on  the  virtues  of 
minifterial  frugality,  on  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  times,  and  the  burthens 
of  the  people  1  What  philosophical 
obfervations  do  we  not  hear,  on 
the  animating  fpur  of  neceflity, 
and  the  invigorating  influence  of 
negleft  !  But,  if  a  political  retainer 


is  to  bepenfioned,  if  the  avaricious 
venality  offome  party  tool  is  to  be 
gratified,  at  an  expence  that  would 
enrich  all  the  regions  of  tafte,  and 
roufe  all  the  genius  of  the  age,  we 
hear  no  more  of  the  virtues  of  fru¬ 
gality  ;  economy  is  fuddenly  in 
difgrace,  and  generofity  is  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  great  nation.  All  voices 
join  in  chorus,  to  the  propriety  of 
rewarding  liberally  the  fervants  of 
the  public,  and  fupporting  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  ftate. 

What,  then  !  are  there  no  public 
fervants  but  placemen,  courtiers 
and  politicians  ?  Are  there  no  pub¬ 
lic  fervices  performed  by  thofe  who 
exhauft  their  lives  in  the  arduous 
purfuits  of  art  and  fcience,  for  the 
benefit  of  man,  and  the  honour  of 
their  country  ?  Shall  we  call  over 
the  rnufter  roll  of  the  Mufes,  to 
compare  it  with  the  penfion  lift  of 
the  day  ?  In  the  eftimation  of 
pofterity,  how  many  dull  diploma- 
tifts,  ex-clerks  and  fub-fecretaries, 
would  weigh  in  the  fcale  of  utility 
or  glory,  againft  a  Johnfon  or  a 
Goldfmith,  a  Hogarth  or  a  Barry  ! 

Shall  every  underftrapper  of  of¬ 
fice,  every  fubordinate  and  fubfer- 
vient  of  place  and  authority,  wrap 
himfelf  in  the  ftipendiary  cloak  of 
national  liberality,  and  under  the 
arrogant  and  felf-^flumed  title  of 
a  public  fervant,  engrofs  thofe 
funds  of  honorable  remuneration, 
which  all  public  talent,  and  all 
public  virtue  have  a  right  to  fhare ! 
While  the  venerable  artift,  who  has 
contributed  to  the  wealth,  the 
pleafure,  and  the  improvement  of 
fociety,  {hall  folicit  in  vain  a  mi- 
ferable  pittance,  to  fave  the  palfied 
hand  of  age  from  the  neceflity  ol 
labour,  and  be  driven  to  accept 
from  the  generofity  of  ftrangers 
that  afylum,  which  had  been  re- 
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fafed  to  him  in  the  country  that  hd 
had  adorned  by  his  tafte,  and  en¬ 
riched  by  his  induftry  *.  While 
the  venerable  bard,  who  has  main¬ 
tained  the  caufe  of  literature  and 
morality,  whofe  genius,  for  half  a 
century,  has  miniftered  to  the  in- 
ftru&ion  and  amufement  of  the 
public  ;  whofe  liberal  pen  has  op- 
pofed  every  unfeeling  prejudice, 
encouraged  every  generous  fenti- 
ment,  and  ftrengthened  every  pa¬ 
triotic  virtue,  Thall  remain  unre¬ 
garded — unrewarded  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  prodigality  of  the  day,  and  find 
the  evening  of  an  honourable  and 
laborious  life  gloomed  perhaps  by 
embarraflment,  and  embittered  by 
negled. 

Are  thefe  the  excitements  which 
a  generous  and  judicious  policy 
would  hold  out  to  the  afpiring 
ability  of  the  time  ?  Is  this  the 
courfe  of  ftimulants  and  provoca¬ 
tives,  which  flate  phyficians  pre- 
fcribe,  as  the  mod  invigorating  re¬ 
gimen  of  genius  ?  Or  are  the  Mufes 
and  the  Graces  of  fociety,  marked 
out  as  the  firft  victims  to  the  new 
theory  of  population,  and  left  to 
die  off,  for  the  convenience  of  trade, 
and  to  give  elbow-room  to  politi¬ 
cians  and  philofophers  ?  The 
“  preventive  check’ *  has  indeed 
been  fo  much  reforted  to  in  critical 
economy,  that  it  is  furprifing  there 
fhould  be  an  overplus  population 
on  the  fide  of  thefe  difcouraging 
cafts ;  but  the  additional  efficacy 
of  negled,  infenfibility,  and  expo- 
fure,  will  foon  reduce  this  Parnaf- 
fian  fecundity  within  the  defired 


[977 

limits  of  civil  fuflenance,  and  fa¬ 
cial  accommodation. 


Letters  from  Burns  to  his  Friends . 
From  lleliques  of  Robert  Burns  • 
colie  died  and  publijbed  by  R.  H. 
Cromek. 

To  Mr.  W.  NicoL 
Mauchline ,  June  I  8,  1787. 

My  dear  I  riend, 

I  am  now  arrived  fafe  in  my 
native  country,  after  a  very  agree¬ 
able  jaunt,  and  have  the  pleafure 
to  find  all  my  friends  well.  I 
breakfafted  with  your  grey-head¬ 
ed,  reverend  friend,  Mr.  Smith  ; 
and  was  highly  pleafed,  both  with 
the  cordial  welcome  he  gave  me, 
and  his  molt  excellent  appearance 
and  lterling  good  fenfe. 

I  have  been  with  Mr.  Miller  at 
Dalfwinton,  and  am  to  meet  him 
again  in  Auguft.  From  my  view 
of  the  lands,  and  his  reception  of 
my  bardfhip,  my  hopes  in  that  bu- 
finefs  are  rather  mended  ;  but  flill 
they  are  but  flender. 

I  am  quite  charmed  with  Dum¬ 
fries  folks.  Mr.  Burnfide,  the 
clergyman,  in  particular,  is  a  man 
whom  I  fhall  ever  gratefully  re¬ 
member  ;  and  his  wife  ;  Gude  for- 
gie  me,  I  had  almoft  broke  the 
tenth  commandment  on  her  ac¬ 
count.  Simplicity,  elegance,  good 
fenfe,  fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  good 
humour,  kind  hofpitality,  are  the 
conftituents  of  her  manner  and 
heart ;  in  fhort — but  if  I  fay  one 
word  more  about  her,  I  fhall  be 
diredly  in  love  with  her. 


*  Bartolozzi,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two,  one  of  the  moil  diftinguilhed  cha¬ 
racters  that  ever  adorned  the  annals  of  art  in  any  country,  could  not,  (it  is  laid)  even 
through  the  interceffum  of  his  friends,  obtain  from  our  patriotic  patfimony,  a  filial l 
petition,  which  the  government  of  Portugal  (a  nation  that  never  derived  any  advan¬ 
tage  from  his  talents)  out  of  refpe£t  to  his  genius  had  the  liberality  to  beftow  upon 
him. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Series.  C 3  Q J 


I  never 
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I  never,  my  friend,  thought 
mankind  very  capable  of  any  thing 
generous  ;  but  the  ftatelinefs  of  the 
Patricians  in  Edinburgh,  and  the 
fervility  of  my  plebeian  brethren, 
(who  perhaps  formerly  eyed  me 
alkance, )  fince  I.  returned  home, 
have  nearly  put  me  out  of  conceit 
altogether  with  my  fpecies.  I 
have  bought  a  pocket  Milton, 
which  I  carry  perpetually  about 
me,  in  order  to  ftudy  the  fenti- 
ments- — the  dauntlefs  magnani¬ 
mity  ;  the  intrepid,  unyielding  in¬ 
dependence,  the  defperate  daring, 
and  noble  defiance  of  hardfhip,  in 
that  great  perfonage,  Satan*. 
’Tis  true,  I  have  juil  now  a  little 
cafn  ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  liar  that 
has  hitherto  fhed  its  malignant, 
purpofe-blalting  rays  full  in  my 
zenith ;  that  noxious  planet  fo 
baneful  in  its  influence  to  the 
rhyming  tribe,  I  much  dread  it  is 
not  yet  beneath  my  horizon.  Mis¬ 
fortune  dodges  the  path  of  human 
life ;  the  poetic  mind  finds  itfelf 
miferably  deranged  in,  and  unfit 
for  the  walks  of  bufinefs ;  add  to 
all,  that,  thoughtlefs  follies  and 
hare-brained  whims  like  fo  many 
ignes  fatiUy  eternally  diverging 
from  the  right  line  of  fober  difcre- 
tion,  fparkle  with  ftep  bewitching 
blaze  in  the  idly-gazing  eyes  of 
the  poor  heedlefs  Bard,  till,  pop 
t(  he  falls  like  Lucifer,  never  to 
hope  again. **  God  grant  this  may 
be  an  unreal  picture  with  refpe£l  to 
me  !  but  Ihould  it  not,  1  have  very 
little  dependence  on  mankind.  I 
will  clofe  my  letter  with  this  tri¬ 
bute  my  heart  bids  me  pay  you — 


the  many  ties  of  acquaintance  and 
friendfhip  which  I  have,  or  think 
1  have  in  life,  I  have  felt  along 
the  lines  and,  d — n  them  !  they  are 
almoft  all  of  them  of  fuch  frail 
contexture,  that  I  am  fure  they 
would  not  Hand  the  breath  of  the 
lead  adverfe  breeze  of  fortune  ; 
but  from  you,  my  ever  dear  Sir, 

1  look  with  confidence  for  the 
apofiolic  love  that  (ball  wait  on  me 
“  through  good  report  and  bad  re¬ 
port”— the  love  which  Solomon 
emphatically  fays,  ((  Is  ftrong  as 
death.”  My  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Nicol,  and  all  the  circle  of  our 
common  friends* 

To  Mi/s  Chalmers . 

Edinburgh ,  Dec.  I  q,  I  y  B  'y. 

I  begin  this  letter  in  anfwer  to 
yours  of  the  17th  current,  which  is 
not  yet  cold  fince  I  read  it.  The 
atmofphere  of  my  foul  is  vaftly 
clearer  than  when  I  wrote  you 
lafi.  For  the  firft  time,  yefterday 
I  eroded  the  room  on  crutches.  It 
would  do  your  heart  good  to  fee 
my  bardlhip,  not  on  my  poetic , 
but  on  my  oaken  ftilts  ;  throwing 
my  bell  leg  with  an  air!  and  with 
as  much  hilarity  in  my  gait  and 
countenance,  as  a  May  frog  leaping 
acrofs  the  newly-harrowed  ridge, 
enjoying  the  fragrance  of  the  re- 
frelhed  earth  after  the  long  ex- 

pe&ed  Ihower! 

*  *  #  * 

I  can't  fay  I  am  altogether  at 
my  eafe  when  I  fee  any  where  in 
my  path,  that  meagre,  fqualid,  fa¬ 
mine-faced  fpedre  poverty ;  attend¬ 
ed  as  he  always  is,  by  iron  filled 


*  In  one  of  his  fragments,  Burns,  apparently  referring  to  this  pafiage,  fays  (i  My 
favourite  feature  in  Milton’s  Satan  is,  his  manly  fortitude  in  fupporting  what  cannot  be 
remedied — in  Ihort,  the  wild,  broken  fragments  of  a  noble,  exalted  mind  in  ruins:  I 
meant  no  more  by  fayingi  he  was  a  favourite  hero  of  mine.” 

opprelfion, 
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oppreffion,  and  leering  contempt ; 
but  I  have  fturdily  withftood  his 
bufFetings  many  a  hard-laboured 
day  already,  and  ftill  my  motto  is 
- — I  dare!  My  word  enemy  is 
Moi.meme ,  I  lie  To  miferably  open 
to  the  inroads  and  incurfions  of  a 
mifchievous,  light-armed,  well- 
mounted  banditti,  under  the  ban¬ 
ners  of  imagination,  whim,  ca¬ 
price,  and  paffion  ;  and  the  heavy 
armed  regulars  of  wifdom,  pru¬ 
dence,  and  forethought,  move  fo 
very,  very  flow,  that  I  am  almoft 
in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  warfare,  and 
alas!  frequent  defeat.  There  are 
juft  two  creatures  that  I  would 
envy,  a  horfe  in  his  wild  ftate 
traverfmg  the  forefts  of  Afia,  or  an 
oyfter  on  fome  of  the  defert 
fhores  of  Europe.  The  one  has  not 
a  wifh  without  enjoyment,  the 
other  has  neither  wifli  nor  fear. 

To  the  fame. 

No  date . 

Now  for  that  wayward,  unfor¬ 
tunate  thing,  myfelf,  I  have  broke 
meafures  with  *#*,  and  laft  week 
I  wrote  him  a  frofty,  keen  letter. 
He  replied  in  terms  of  chaftifement, 
and  promifed  me  upon  his  honour 
that  I  fhould  have  the  account  on 
Monday  ;  but  this  is  Tuefday,  and 
yet  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from 
him.  God  have  mercy  on  me !  a 
poor  d — m — ed,  incautious,  duped, 
unfortunate  fool !  The  fport,  the 
miferable  vi&irn,  of  rebellious 
pride,  hypochondriac  imagination, 
agonizing  fenfibility,  and  bedlam 
paflions  ! 

(<  I  wifli  that  I  were  dead,  but 
I’m  no  like  to  die  !’*  I  had  lately 
((  a  hair  breadth  fcape  in  the  im¬ 
minent  deadly  breach”  of  love  too. 
Thank  my  ftars  I  got  off  heart- 


whole,  “  waur  fieyd  than  hurt.** 

Interruption, 

***** 

I  have  this  moment  got  a  hint 
******  j  fear  j  am  fomething 
like  undone — but  I  hope  for  the 
beft.  Come,  ftubborn  pride  and 
unflirinking  refolution !  accompany 
me  through  this,  to  me,  miferable 
world  !  You  mu  ft  not  defert  me! 
Your  friendfhip  I  think  I  can 
count  on,  though  I  ftiould  date  my 
letters  from  a  marching  regiment. 
Early  in  life,  and  all  my  life,  I 
reckoned  on  a  recruiting  drum  as 
my  forlorn  hope.  Serioufly  though, 
life  at  prefent  prefects  me  with  but 
a  melancholy  path  :  but  my  limbs 
will  foon  be  found,  and  I  fhall 
ftruggle  on. 

To  Mr,  Robert  Ainflie . 

Ellijland,  June  14,  1788. 

This  is  now  the  third  day,  my 
deareft  Sir,  that  I  have  fojourned 
in  thefe  regions ;  and  during  thefe 
three  days  you  have  occupied  more 
of  my  thoughts  than  in  three  weeks 
preceding:  In  Ayrlhire  I  have  fe- 
veral  'variations  of  friend  (hip’s  com- 
pafs,  here  it  points  invariably  to 
the  pole. — My  farm  gives  me  a 
good  many  uncouth  cares  and  anxi¬ 
eties,  but  I  hate  the  language  of 
complaint.  Job,  or  fome  one  of 
his  friends,  fays  well,  ((  Why 
ftiould  a  living  man  complain.*® 

I  have  lately  been  much  morti¬ 
fied  with  contemplating  an  un¬ 
lucky  imperfeftion  in  the  very 
framing  and  conftru&ion  of  my 
foul ;  namely,  a  blundering  inaccu¬ 
racy  of  her  olfa&ory  organs  in  hit¬ 
ting  the  fcent  of  craft  ordefign  in 
my  fellow-creatures.  I  do  not 
mean  any  compliment  to  my  inge- 
nuoufnefs,  or  to  hint  that  the  de- 
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fedf  is  in  confequence  of  the  imfu  f- 
picious  fimplicity  of  confcious  truth 
and  honour  :  I  take  it  to  be,  in 
fome  way  or  other,  an  imperfection 
in  the  mental  fight  ;  or,  metaphor 
aparr,  fome  modification  of  dul- 
nefs.  In  two  or  three  fmall  in¬ 
fiances  lately,  I  have  been  molt 
fhamefully  out. 

1  have  all  along,  hitherto,  in 
the  warfare  of  life,  been  bred  to 
arms  among  the  light  horfe — the 
piquet  guards  of  fancy  ;  a  kind  of 
hufiars  and  highlanders  of  the 
brain ;  but  I  am  firmly  refolved  to 
fell  out  of  thefe  giddy  battalions, 
who  have  no  ideas  of  a  battle  but 
fighting  the  foe,  or  of  a  fiege  but 
forming  the  town.  Coft  what  it 
will  I  am  determined  to  buy  in 
among  the  grave  fquadrons  of 
heavy* armed  thought,  or  the  ar¬ 
tillery  corps  of  plodding  contriv¬ 
ance. 

What  books  are  you  reading,  or 
what  is  the  fubjeftofyour  thoughts, 
befides  the  great  ftudies  of  your 
profeffion?  You  faid  fomething 
about  Religion  in  your  lafi.  I 
don’t  exadly  remember  what  it 
was,  as  the  letters  are  in  Ayrfhire, 
but  I  thought  it  not  only  prettily 
faid,  but  nobly  thought*  You 
will  make  a  noble  fellow  if  once 
you  were  married.  I  make  no  re- 
fervation  of  your  being  well  mar¬ 
ried  :  You  have  fo  much  fenfe, 
and  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
that  though  you  may  not  realize 
perhaps  the  ideas  of  romance,  yet 
you  will  never  be  ilLmarried. 

Were  it  not  for  the  terrors  of 
my  ticklifh  fituation  refpeCting 
provifion  for  a  family  of  children, 
I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
fiep  I  have  taken  is  vafily  for  my 
happinefs.  As  it  is,  I  look  to  the 


excife  fcheme  as  a  certainty  of 
maintenance  ;  a  maintenance  ;  lux¬ 
ury  to  what  either  Mrs.  Burns  or 
I  were  born  to.— -Adieu. 

To  Mi/s  Chalmers . 

Ellijland ,  near  Dumfries, 

Sep .  16,  1788. 

Where  are  you  ?  and  how  are 
you?  and  is  Lady  MfKenzie  re¬ 
covering  her  health  ?  for  I  have 
had  but  one  folitary  letter  from 
you.  I  will  not  think  you  have 
forgot  me,  Madam  ;  and  for  my 
part — 

“  "When  thee  Jerufalem  I  forget, 

Skill  p::rl  from  my  right  hand  P’ 

“  My  heart  is  not  of  that  rock, 
nor  my  foul  carelefs  as  that  fe a.”  I 
do  not  make  my  progrefs  among 
mankind  as  a  bowl  does  among  its 
fellows — rolling  through  the  crowd 
without  bearing  any  mark  or  inv- 
prefiion,  except  where  they  hit  in 
hoftile  collifion. 

I  am  here,  driven  in  with  my 
honeft  folks  by  bad  weather  ;  and 
as  you  and  your  lifter  once  did  me 
the  honour  of  interefting  yourfelves 
much  a  Vegard  de  moi ,  1  fit  down  to 
beg  the  continuation  of  yourgood- 
nefs  —  I  can  truly  fay  that,  all  the 
exterior  of  life  aparr,  1  never  faw 
two,  whofe  efteem  flattered  the  no¬ 
bler  feelings  of  my  foul — 1  will 
not  fay  more,  but,  fo  much  as  Lady 
M‘Kenzie  and  Mifs  Chalmers. 
When  I  think  of  you — hearts  the 
beft,  minds  the  r.obleft,  of  human 
kind — unfortunate,  even  in  the 
fhades  of  life. — when  I  think  I  have 
met  with  you,  and  have  lived  more 
of  real  life  with  you  in  eight  days, 
than  1  can  do  with  almoft  any  body 
I  meet  with  in  eight  years,—  when 
I  think  on  the  improbability  ol 
meeting  you  in  this  world  again,— 

1  could 
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I  could  fit  down  and  cry  like  a 
child  1  If  ever  you  honoured  me 
with  a  place  in  your  efteem,  I 
trull  I  can  now  plead  more  defert 
— I  am  fecureagainft  that  crulhing 
grip  of  iron  poverty,  which,  alas  ! 
is  lefs  or  more  fatal  to  the  native 
purity  of,  I  fear,  the  noblell  fouls ; 
and  a  late  important  flep  in  my  life 
has  kindly  taken  me  out  of  the  way 
of  thofe  ungratelul  iniquities,  which, 
however  overlooked  in  fafhionable 
licence,  or  varnifhed  in  fafhionable 
phrafe,  are  indeed  but  lighter  and 
deeper  fhades  of  villainy. 

Shortly  after  my  return  to  Ayr- 
fhire,  I  married  ((  my  Jean/’ 
This  was  not  in  confequence  of  the 
attachment  of  romance  perhaps ; 
but  I  had  a  long  and  much -loved 
fellow  creature’s  happinefs  or  mi- 
fery  in  my  determination,  and  I 
durft  not  trifle  with  fo  important  a 
depofit.  Nor  have  I  any  caufe  to 
repent  it.  If  I  have  not  got  polite 
tattle,  modifh  manners,  and  fafhion¬ 
able  drefs,  1  am  not  flckened  and 
difcuiled  with  the  multiform  curfe 

O 

of  boarding  fchool  affectation  ;  and 
I  have  gut  the  handfomefl  figure, 
the  fweeteft  temper,  the  foundeft 
conftitution.  and  the  kindeft  heart 
in  the  country.  Mrs.  Burns  be¬ 
lieves,  as  firmly  as  her  creed,  that 
I  am  le  plus  bel  ejprit ,  et  le  plus 
honnete  homme  in  the  univerfe ;  al¬ 
though  fhe  fcarcely  ever  in  her 
life,  except  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  the 
Pfalms  of  David  in  metre,  fpent 
five  minutes  together  on  either 
profe  or  verfe. — I  mull  alfo  except 
from  this  laft,  a  certain  late  publi¬ 
cation  of  Scots*  Poems,  which  (lie 
has  perufed  very  devoutly  ;  and  all 
the  ballads  in  the  country,  as  fhe 
has  (O  the  partial  lover  !  you  will 
cry)  the  fineft  “  wood  note  wild** 
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I  ever  heard.  —  I  am  the  more  par¬ 
ticular  in  this  lady’s  character,  as 
1  know  file  will  henceforth  have 
the  honour  of  a  fhare  in  your  bell 
wilhes.  She  is  Hill  at  Mauchline, 
as  I  am  building  my  houfe  ;  for 
this  hovel  that  I  fhelter  in,  while 
occafionally  here,  is  pervious  to 
every  blaft  that  blows,  and  every 
Ihower  that  falls  ;  and  I  am  only 
prefer ved  from  being  chilled  to 
death,  by  being  fuffocated  vvi  th 
fmoke.  I  do  not  find  my  farm  that 
pennyworth  I  was  taught  to  ex¬ 
pert,  but  1  believe,  in  time,  it 
may  be  a  faving  bargain.  You 
will  be  pleafed  to  hear  that  I  have 
laid  afide  idle  eclat ,  and  bind  every 
day  after  my  reapers. 

To  fave  me  from  that  horrid 
fituation  of  at  any  time  going 
down,  in  a  lofing  bargain  of  a 
farm,  to  mifery,  I  have  taken  my 
excife  inflruCtions,  and  have  my 
commilfion  in  my  pocket  for  any 
emergency  of  fortune,  if  I  could 
fet  all  before  your  view,  whatever 
difrefpeCt  you,  in  common  with 
the  world,  have  for  this  bufinefs,  I 
know  you  would  approve  of  my 
idea. 

I  will  make  no  apology,  dear 
Madam,  for  this  egotiilic  detail :  I 
know  you  and  your  filler  will  be 
interelied  in  every  circumftance  of 
it.  What  fignify  the  filly,  idle 
gewgaws  of  wealth,  or  the  ideal 
trumpery  of  greatnefs  !  When  fel¬ 
low  partakers  of  the  fame  nature 
fear  the  fame  God,  have  the  fame 
benevolence  of  heart,  the  fame  no- 
blenefs  of  foul,  the  fame  deteftation 
at  every  thing  difhonell,  and  the 
fame  fcorn  at  every  thing  unwor¬ 
thy  —if  they  are  not  in  the  depend- 
ance  of  abfolute  beggary,  in  the 
name  of  common  fenfe  are  they  not 
equals  ?  And  if  the  bias,  the  in- 

[3  2  3  ]  ftinftive 
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ftinftive  bias  of  their  fouls  run  the 
fame  way,  why  may  they  not  be 
friends  ? 

When  I  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  fending  you  this,  Heaven  only 
knows,  Shenftone  fays,  “  When 
one  is  confined  idle  within  doors 
by  bad  weather,  the  beft  antidote 
againft  ennui  is,  to  read  the  letters 
of,  or  write  to,  one’s  friends  in 
that  cafe  then,  if  the  weather  conti¬ 
nues  thus,  I  may  fcrawl  you  half  a 
quire. 

I  very  lately,  to  wit,  fince  bar- 
veil;  began,  wrote  a  poem,  not  in 
imitation,  but  in  the  manner  of 
Pope’s  Moral  Epiftles.  It  is  only 
a  (horteflay,  juft  to  try  the  ftrength 
of  my  Mufe’s  pinion  in  that  way. 

I  will  fend  you  a  copy  of  it,  when 
once  I  have  heard  from  you.  I 
have  likewife  been  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  pretty  large  poetic 
works ;  how  the  fuperftrufture 
will  come  on,  I  leave  to  that  great 
marrer  and  warner  of  proje&s— 
Time.  Johnfon’s  colle&ion  of 
Scot’s  fongs  is  going  on  the  third 
volume  ;  and  of  confequence  finds 
me  a  confumpt  fora  great  deal  of 
idle  metre. — One  of  themoft  tole¬ 
rable  things  I  have  done  in  that 
way,  is,  two  ftanzas  that  I  made 
to  an  air,  a  mufical  gentleman  of 
my  acquaintance,  compofed  for  the 
anniverfary  of  his  wedding-day, 
which  happens  on  the  feventh  of 
November.  Take  it  as  follows  : 

The  day  returns — ray  bofom  burns, 

The  blifsful  day  we  twa  did  meet,  &c. 

Dr.  Currie’s  Ed.  Vo).  III.  P.  289. 

I  (hall  give  over  this  letter  for 
fhame.  If  I  Ihould  be  feized  with 
a  fcribbling  fit,  before  this  goes 
away,  I  (kail  make  it  another  let¬ 
ter;  and  then  you  may  allow  your 


patience  a  week’s  refpite  between 
the  two.  I  have  not  room  for 
more  than  the  old,  kind,  hearty, 
Farewel ! 


Letters  from  Mrs.  Montague  ( then 
Mifs  Robinfon )  to  her  Friends. 
From  the  Letters  of  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Montague.  Part  i.  Pub - 
lifhed  by  M.  Montague,  Efq. 

To  the  Duchefs  of  Portland . 

Dec.  17.  173S*. 

Madam, 

Your  Grace’s  mod  welcome, 
and  very  circumftantial  letter, 
ought  to  have  been  acknowledged 
long  ago,  but  the  furprifing  and 
entertaining  incidents  fo  frequent 
at  Bulftrode,  are  fo  fcarce  at  Mount 
Morris,  that  it  is  hardly  pofiible 
to  amafs  a  parcel  of  circumftances 
together.  Here  we  fteep  with  our 
forefathers,  and  all  afts  which  we 
do,  which  are  to  eat,  drink,  fteep, 
and  die,  are  they  not  written  in 
the  book  of  the  Chronicles !  As 
a  want  of  bufinefs  at  home  gives 
one  great  leifure  to  look  after  other 
people’s,  I  muft  take  the  liberty 
to  advife  what  is  to  be  done  in  the 
cafes  you  mention. 

I  heard  a  ridiculous  ftory  a  few 
days  ago  :  Mr.  Page,  brother  to 
Sir  Gregory,  going  to  vifit  Mr. 
Edward  Walpole,  a  tame  goat 
which  was  in  the  ftreet  followed 
him  unperceived  when  he  got  out 
of  the  coach,  into  the  houfe  ;  Mr. 
Walpole’s  fervant  thinking  the 
goat  came  out  of  Mr.  Page’s  coach, 
carried  them  into  the  room  to  Mr. 
Walpole,  who  thought  it  a  little 
odd  that  Mr.  Page  fhould  bring 


*  Mils  Robinfon  was  then  Eighteen, 


fuch 
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fuch  a  vifitor,  as  Mr.  Paa,e  no  lefs 
admired  his  choice  of  fo  favoury  a 
companion  ;  but  civility,  a  great 
difguifer  of  fentiments,  prevented 
them  declaring  their  opinions  ;  and 
the  goat,  no  refpecler  of  perlbns  or 
furniture,  began  to  rub  himfelf 
againft  the  frame  of  a  chair  which 
was  covered  and  gilt,  and  the 
chair,  which  was  fit  for  a  Chriftian, 
but  unable  to  bear  the  fhock  of 
the  goat,  fell  almoft  to  pieces. 
Mr.  Walpole  thought  Mr.  Page 
very  indulgent  to  his  dear  crony 
goat,  and  wondering  he  took  no 
notice  of  the  damage,  faid,  he 
fancied  that  tame  goats  did  a  great 
deal  of  harm,  to  which  the  other 
faid  he  believed  fo  too;  at  laft, 
after  much  free  eafy  behaviour  of 
the  goat,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  furniture,  they  came  to  an  ex¬ 
planation,  and  Mr.  Goat  was  turn¬ 
ed  down  flairs  with  little  ceremony 
or  good  manners. 

I  do  not  know  whether  your 
Grace  has  heard  that  Lord  Caftle- 
main  and  Mr.  Child  took  their 
horfes,  and  went,  out  of  a  frolic, 
and  robbed  a  taylor,  who  had  juft 
received  a  large  fum  of  money  of 
Lord  Tylney,  and  the  taylor  re¬ 
turning  diredly  to  my  Lord  T  •— 
to  tell  his  fad  ftory  to  the  fervants, 
faw  my  Lord  Caftlemain  ride  into 
the  yard  ;  and  faid,  not  knowing 
his  Lordlhip,  that  he  was  the  man 
who  robbed  him.  The  fervants, 
who  were  not  privy  to  the  frolic, 
laughed  much  at  the  taylor,  who 
perfifted  in  the  ftory  ;  and  Mr. 
Child,  while  they  were  in  this  difi. 
pute,  likewife  came  in,  and  the 
taylor  faid  that  was  the  other 
highwayman,  and  grew  very  cla¬ 
morous.  Lord  Tylney  enquired 
what  noife  he  heard,  which  fet  the 
young  gentlemen  laughing  fo  much 


that  he  infilled  upon  their  acquaint¬ 
ing  him  with  the  ftory  ;  and  they 
thinking  they  had  carried  it  on 
far  enough,  told  him  the  ftory, 
fending,  as  they  intended,  the 
money  to  the  taylor,  after  having 
fufficiently  frightened  him.  But 
the  taylor,  who  recovered  his  fpi- 
rits  with  his  money,  infilled  upon 
50/.  as  a  recompence  for  filence 
upon  a  fubjebt  that  did  not  do 
much  honour  to  the  adventurers. 

I  mull  fay  i  was  much  furprifed  to 
hear  Lord  Caftlemain  was  concern¬ 
ed  in  fo  manly  an  exploit  ;  he 
fmells  fo  fweet,  and  talks  fo  like  3 
waiting  gentlewoman,  I  fhould 
never  have  fufpefted  him  to  be 
able  to  put  even  a  taylor  in  fear  of 
his  life. 

Lady  T - —  has  fet  an  afiembly 

on  foot  about  eight  miles  from 
hence,  where  we  all  meet  at  the' 
full  rhoon  and  dance  till  twelve 
o'clock,  and  then  take  an  agree¬ 
able  journey  home.  Our  afiembly, 
in  full  glory,  has  ten  coaches  at  it  ; 
and  Lady  H — -  to  make, up  a  num¬ 
ber,  is  pleafed,  in  her  humility,  to 
call  in  all  the  parfons,  apprentices, 
tradefmen,  apothecaries,  and  far¬ 
mers,  milliners,  mantua-makers, 
haberdafhers  ol  finall  wares,  and 
chambermaids.  It  is  the  oddeft 
mixture  you  can  imagine  ;  here 
fails  a  reverend  parfon,  there  Ikips 
an  airy  apprentice,  here  jumps  a 
farmer  ;  and  then  every  one  has  an 
eye  to  their  trade;  the  milliner 
pulls  you  by  the  hand  till  fhe  tears 
your  glove  ;  the  mantua-maker 
treads  upon  your  petticoat  till  file 
unrips  the  feams  ;  the  fhoemaker 
makes  you  foot  it,  till  you  wear 
out  your  fhoes  ;  the  mercer  dirties 
your  gown  ;  the  apothecary  opens 
the  window  behind  that  you  may 
be  fick  ;  and  the  parfon  calls  out 
[3  Q  4]  for 
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for  Joan  Saunderfon.  Moil  of  our 
neighbours  will  be  in  town  by  the 
next  moon,  fo  we  fhall  have  no 
more  balls  this  winter.  In  town 
the  ladies  talk  of  their  liars,  but 
here 

If  weak  women  go  aftra  v 

The  moon  is  more  in  fault  than  they. 

Will  o’vv  ifP  never  led  the  be¬ 
wildered  traveller  over  hedge  and 
ditch  as  a  moon  does  us  country 
gentlefolks ;  a  fqueaking  fiddle  is 
an  occafion,  and  a  moonlight  night 
an  opportunity  to  go  ten  miles  in 
bad  roads  any  time.  I  mull  tell 
your  Grace  that  my  papa  forgets 
twenty  years  and  nine  children, 
and  dances  as  nimbly  as  any  of 
the  quorum  ;  but  is  now  and  then 
mortified  by  hearing  the  ladies 
cry,  i(  old  Mr.  Robinfon !  Hay 
fides  and  turn  your  daughter;” 
other  ladies  who  have  a  mind  to 
appear  young,  fay  (<  well  !  there 
is  my  poor  grand  paoa,  he  could 
no  more  dance  fo!”  Then  comes 
an  old  bachelor  of  fifty,  and  lhakes 
him  by  the  hand,  and  cries,  “  why, 
you  dance  like  one  of  us  young 
fellows;”  another,  more  injudici¬ 
ous  than  the  reft,  fays  by  way  of 
compliment,  iS  who  would  think 
you  had  fix  fine  children  taller  than 
yourfelf?  I  proteft,  if  I  did  not 
know  you,  I  ihould  take  you  to 
be  young  then  fays  the  mod 
antiquated  virgin  of  the  company, 
iS  Mr.  Robinfon  wears  mighty 
well  ;  my  mother  fays  he  looks  as 
well  as  ever  fhe  remembers  him  ; 
he  ufed  to  come  often  to  the 
houfe  when  I  was  a  girl.”  You 
may  fuppofe  he  has  not  the  hyp 
at  thefe  balls  ;  but  indeed  it  is 
a  diftemper  fo  well  bred  as  never 
to  come  but  when  people  are  at 
home  and  at  leifure  ;  I  think  I 


have  the  pleafure  of  obferving 
his  health  to  mend  every  day, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  with  the 
fpinfter’s  mother,  that  he  never 
looked  better. 

1  have  not  heard  any  thing  of 
Lady  A  —  fince  her  wedding;  Sir 
Robert  had  an  apoplectic  fit  at  Sir 

Philip  B - -’s  a  little  before  they 

married;  Sir  Philip  is  fo  lond  of 
him  and  his  lady,  that  it  is  thought 
he  will  leave  him  fome  part  of  his 
ellate,  which  is  very  confiderable. 
I  don’t  know  from  whence  the 
friendfhip  arifes  ;  there  may  indeed 
be  a  fympathv  in  the  fouls  of  Sir 
Philip  and  Sir  Robert,  but  there 
was  never  lefs  refemblance  of 
body.  Sir  Robert  Auftin’s  fha- 
dow,  by  moonlight,  would  make 
a  dozen  of  the  other.  The  apo¬ 
thecary  in  Caius  Marcius  is  a  cor¬ 
pulent  man,  in  comparifon  of  him. 
I  cannon  defcribe  him  '  to  your 
Grace,  a  fhadow  is  too  material, 
and  a  fkeleton  too  fat. —  Charon 
will  not  afk  half  his  fare  to  waft 
him  over  Styx,  for  he  will  take 
up  no  room  in  the  boat ;  Pluto 
will  make  him  his  prime  minifter, 
and  Proferpine  will  take  him  for 
her  hufband’s  relation.  He  is 
really  the  grim  king  of  theghofts ; 
he  will  be  prefident  of  the  court 
of  death.  His  wife  and  he  are 
literally  one  flefh,  for  ihe  has  all 
the  flefh  herfelf.  But  why  fhould 
the  fat  and  lean  equally  torment 
your  Grace  ?  I  know  if  1  was  to 
undertake  to  defcribe  her,  I  could 
never  bring  her  circumference 
within  my  fheet  of  paper.  For 
once,  fhe  fhall  come  into  a  nar¬ 
row  compafs,  for  I  think  now  com¬ 
panion  is  due  to  you,  and  I  will, 

for  your  fake,  let  Lady  B - 

grow  a  little  fatter.  It  is  two 
o’clock  ;  1  fat  up  after  every  body 

was 
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was  gone  to  bed  on  purpofe  to 
write  you  this  letter.  4i  Sleeplefs 
my  fell,  to  give  my  readers  Deep.” 

I  aflure  your  Grace  it  is  no  fmall 
pleafure  to  me  to  think  that  you 
may  get  as  good  a  nap  by  my  let¬ 
ter  as  I  have  loft  by  it.  I  beg  my 
compliments  to  his  Grace.  1  could 

defcribe  Lady  B - -  in  much  lefs 

compafs  than  I  could  tell  you  how 
much  I  am  your  Grace’s  obedient 
fervant, 

Eliz.  Robinson. 

To  the  fame • 

Mount  Morris y  l  73^* 

Madam, 

Your  Grace’s  lively  defcription 
of  the  pleafures  of  the  Town  made 
me  rejoice  that  one  fo  fenfible  and 
deferving  of  its  diverfions  Ihould 
have  fo  large  a  (hare  of  them.  But 
I  envy  and  grudge  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  thofe  drowfy  mortals  who 
can  fteep  on  a  ridotto  night,  nod 
in  their  chimney  on  the  fir  ft  night 
of  a  new  play,  and  never  dream  of 
drawing  rooms,  See.  They  fliould 
live  at  Mount  Morris.  You  fay 
you  fuppofe  1  have  no  fpirits  left, 
but,  alas !  that  is  not  the  cafe  ;  I 
have  much  prate,  which  is  of  no 
ufe  but  to  talk  to  the  echo,  a 
nymph  of  no  invention  or  reply, 
and  though  never  filent  in  my 
company,  never  diverting.  Were 
things  as  in  Efop’s  days,  when 
beafts  could  talk,  the  country 
might  be  a  place  of  converfation  ; 
a  jay  might  flutter  about  like  a 
beau,  a  nightingale  ling  an  opera 
fong,  a  calf  talk  like  a  fquirc’s 
eldeft  fon,  a  ftately  ox  be  as  grave 
a  companion  as  the  chairman  of 
the  bench  of  iuftices,  a  bull  roar 
like  a  patriot  fenator,  a  fheep 
whine  like  a  lover,  and  dame  Part- 


let  be  as  polite  in  converfation  as 
a  notable  houfewife,  Jowler  bark 
fcandal,  Finderhunt  out  fecret  hif- 
tory,  and  a  greyhound  run  down 
a  weak  reputation.  But  if  thefe 
metamorphofes  cannot  be  com- 
pafled,  it  is  very  common  to  fee 
the  reverfe  of  my  fcheme ;  though 
I  never  faw  a  calf  a  direct  young 
fquire,  I  have  feen  many  a  heir 
apparent  a  very  calf,  and  fo  of  the 
reft.  Pray,  Madam,  if  you  meet 
with  any  of  my  animals  upon  two 
legs,  advife  them  to  take  to  all 
fours  and  people  woods,  not  crowd 
cities.  They  had  better  live  in 
the  country  where  they  are  ref- 
pe&ed,  than  in  town  where  they 
are  laughed  at ;  and  I  obferve  here 
nobody  laughs  at  what  they  fay 
but  themfelves.  I  have  heard  a 
definition  of  man,  that  he  is  a  rifi- 
ble  animal,  and  fuppofe  therefore 
thefe  fort  of  gentlemen  laugh  only 
to  prove  they  are  of  the  honour¬ 
able  fpecies;  for  it  would  be  bar¬ 
barous  to  imagine  they  laughed  all 
their  lives  without  a  reafon,  as 
without  a  jeft,  I  aflure  you  no¬ 
thing  but  deafnefs  can  make  my 
father  forget  London,  for  I  take 
care  to  make  honourable  jnention 
of  that  noble  city  once  a  day  at 
leaft  ;  but  my  unwearied  diligence 
in  alking  queftions,  cannot  yet 
bring  me  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
time  fixed  for  our  departure,  but  it 
will  be  in  March;  1  fhall  conjure 
him  to  come  up  by  the  fecond 
ridotto  ;  one  of  thofe  charming 
aflemblies  is  too  much  to  lofe.  [ 
hope  your  Grace  will  have  lei- 
fure  to  beftow  on  your  humble 
fervant,  while  (he  is  in  town, 
that  I  may  have  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  enjoying  the  moft  agreeable 
company  in  the  pleafanteft  place. 
You  are  very  good  to  fay  you 

will 
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will  write  to  me.  I  hope  the 
young  marquis,  and  the  little 
ladies  are  well.  My  bell  ref- 
peds  attend  my  Lord  Duke. 
My  papa,  and  mama,  and  filler, 
beg  their  compliments. 

I  am.  Madam, 

&c.  &c . 

Eliz.  Robinson. 

S To  the  fame . 

Wednefdaj  Nighty  April  8,  I  74 1. 

Madam, 

I  cannot  lofe  the  opportunity 
which  juft  offers  to  me  to  fend  a 
letter  to  the  poll,  though  I  trou¬ 
bled  your  Grace  but  yefterday. 
My  filler  continues  as  well  as  it  is 
poftible  to  be,  and  has  found  out 
her  diforder,  with  which  Ihe  is 
perfedly  content,  and  fends  me 
very  merry  meffages  upon  it  : 
they  are  of  the  feven  days  fort,  fo 
will  turn  on  Sunday  ;  and  on  Mon¬ 
day,  when  it  is  over,  I  fhall  pof- 
fefs  my  foul  in  quiet nefs.  1  am 
afraid  this  hurry  of  fpirits,  and 
fatigue,  will  not  prove  of  fervice 
to  my  mama,  and  if  the  dire  hyp 
does  haunt  a  folitary  chimney  cor¬ 
ner,  fure  it  will  viftt  my  papa, 
now  it  is  fure  to  find  him  at  home 
and  alone.  For  my  part  I  am  in 
the  cafe  of  poor  David,  my  friends 
and  kinsfolk  Hand  afar  off ;  and 
when  I  am  to  return  home  1  don’t 
know.  That  the  diltemper  may 
not  continue,  my  papa  has  fent 
away,  (for  the  time)  half  a  dozen 
fervants  who  have  not  had  it,  and 
fays  he  hopes  to  have  me  back 
agaih  very  foon ;  but  indeed  I 
hope  to  prevail  on  him  to  try  how 
the  air  of  Mount  Morris  agrees 
with  his  fervants  before  1  return. 
I  live  here  very  eafy,  and  have  as 
much  time  as  I  pleafe ;  and  I  have 


got  books,  and  all  the  neceffaries 
and  comforts,  though  not  the  pomps 
and  pleafures  of  life.  The  family 
are  civil  and  fenfible  people.  As 
to  the  mailer  of  the  houfe,  he  is 
indeed  to  a  tittle,  Spenfer’s  meagre 
perfonage  called  Care  ;  his  chief 
accomplifhment,  as  to  behaviour, 
is  filence.  I  never  fee  him  but  at 
dinner  and  fupper,  and  then  he  eats 
his  pudding  and  holds  his  tongue. 
I  believe  his  learning  amounts  to 
knowing  that  four  pennies  make  a 
groat,  and  the  fooner  that  groat 
becomes  fixpence,  he  thinks,  the 
better.  To  give  your  Grace  a 
notion  of  my  way  of  life,  I  mull 
inform  you  of  the  fort  of  perfons 
who  compofe  the  drama,  and  their 
rank  of  life.  They  are  above  far¬ 
mers  confiderably,  have  been  pof- 
feffed  in  the  family,  for  aught  I 
know,  fmee  William  the  Con¬ 
queror,  of  about  four  hundred 
pound  a  year ;  they  have  a  good 
old  houfe  neatly  furnifhed;  but 
there  is  nothing  of  modern  ftruc- 
ture  to  be  feen  in  it.  I  am  now 
fitting  in  an  old  crimfon  velvet 
elbow  chair  I  Ihould  imagine  to  be 
elder  brother  to  that  which  is 
fhewn  in  Weftminfter  Abbey  as 
Edward  the  Confeffor’s.  There 
are  long  tables  in  the  room  that 
have  more  feet  than  the  caterpil¬ 
lar  you  immured  at  Bulllrode. 
Why  fo  many  legs  are  needful  to 
Hand  Hill,  1  cannot  imagine,  when 
I  can  fidget  upon  two.  My  toi¬ 
lette,  I  fancy,  was  worked  by 
one  of  Queen  Maud’s  maids  of 
honour.  Here  is  a  goodly  chell 
of  drawers  in  the  figure  of  a 
cathedral,  and  a  looking  glafs, 
which  Rofamond  or  Jane  bhore 
may  have  dreffed  their  heads  in. 
All  things  are  very  neat  and  clean, 
though  not  quite  young  or  hand- 

fome. 
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fome.  Amongft  the  old  furniture, 
not  to  forget  the  clock,  who 
has  indeed  been  a  time  ferver  ; 
it  has  ftruck  the  blefifed  minutes 
of  the  Reformation,  Reftoration, 
Abdication,  Revolution,  and  Ac- 
ceflion,  and  by  its  relation  to 
time  feems  too  to  have  fome  to 
eternity.  It  is  like  its  old  m af¬ 
ter,  only  good  to  point  the  hour 
to  induftry,  to  wake  the  llothful 
foul  to  labour,  to  mark  the  time 
by  voice,  though  not  by  a£lion; 
it  is  the  minifter  of  old  care ; 
it  calls  his  fervant  to  yoke  the 
oxen,  to  get  ready  the  plough, 
wakes  the  dairy-maid  to  milk  and 
churn  :  the  daughters  hear  in  it 
the  paternal  voice  chiding  the 
wafte  of  hours,  and  rife  obedient 
to  its  early  call ;  even  me  it  go¬ 
verns,  fends  me  to  bed  at  ten,  and 
makes  me  rife,  oh  barbarous!  at 
eight.  I  go  to  bed  awake,  and 
arife  afleep  ;  but  I  have  ever  held 
conformity  one  of  the  beft  arts  of 
life,  and  though  I  might  chofe  my 
own  hours,  I  think  it  proper  to 
follow  theirs.  If  age  be  honour¬ 
able,  why  Ihould  i  negleft  the 
vane  of  antique  ftru&ure,  which 
fhook  in  the  wind  that  blew  the 
Danes  to  Britain ;  turned  with 
the  blaft  that  fent  our  hero  Richard 
to  the  holy  wars,  and  then  flood 
fair  for  France  with  Edward, 
moved  with  the  glorious  gale  that 
brought  a  conquered  king  from 
France  with  our  young  vi&or  the 
Black  Prince;  it  pointed  out  the 
hour  for  gallant  Henry  to  attempt 
a  kingdom  greater  than  his  own  ; 
it  obeyed  the  wind  that  brought 
over  the  chaflifer  of  wicked  Ri¬ 
chard;  then  turned  full  to  th6 
happy  wind  that  fcattered  the 
Armada,  and  moved  as  readily  to 
the  fair  gale  that  wafted  over  our 
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glorious  William  :  but  of  late  days 
it  has  feldom  ftirred  ;  tired  of 
bringing  terror  to  nothing  but  a 
timorous  valetudinarian,  or  inform¬ 
ing  the  fpleen  when  the  wind 
is  in  the  eaft,  and  loath  to  have 
the  idlenefs  of  fome  admiral  impu¬ 
ted  to  its  advice,  it  moves  no 
more ;  but  feems  indeed  to  be 
founded  on  fteady  and  fixed  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  I  believe  will  turn  no 
more,  except  it  be  for  Vernon. 
What  will  your  Grace  fay  to  this 
inventory  ?  I  am  alhamed,  but  I 
obferve  people  are  apt  to  converfe 
like  the  company  they  keep ; 
and  really  I  fee  hardly  any  thing 
but  this  poor  vane  planted  on  an 
aged  oak  juft  over  againft  my 
window,  and  I  hear  nothing  but 
the  clock  telling  me  how  I  kill 
time,  while  I  unhappily  reflect 
the  fad  revenge  it  will  take  upon 
me ;  therefore,  what  can  I  repeat 
but  what  I  learn  ?  I  am  fpinning 
out  a  happy  hour  ;  fuch  I  account 
it  when  I  write  to  you,  and  really 
I  have  not  the  art  of  abbreviation. 
However,  to  follow  the  order  of 
Providence  in  my  ftory,  I  will  be¬ 
gin  with  the  mother  of  the  family, 
a  venerable  matron  of  grave 
deportment,  who  was  well  edu¬ 
cated,  and  moves  in  the  form  of 
antique  ceremonies,  but  is  really 
a  fenfible  woman  :  the  daughters 
are  very  good  houfewives,  and  I 
like  fome  other  qualities  in  them, 
which  I  underftand  better  than 
their  economy.  I  only  wifh  they 
could  fteep  in  their  beds  in  the 
morning,  and  wake  in  a  chair  in 
the  evening  ;  the  youngeft  is  very 
converfable,  and  the  eldeft,  for 
mature  deliberation,  I  really  be¬ 
lieve  incomparable ;  but  as  I 
rather  want  converfation  than 
advice,  fhe  is  not  fo  agreeable  to 

me 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809- 


ySS] 

me  as  her  filler;  but  confidering 
how  well  the  youngeft  and  I  love 
talking,  it  is  very  happy  the  other 
does  not,  or  we  might  want  an 
audience  which  (he  gives  us  at 
any  time.  I  have  brought  the 
gold  bag  and  baiket  ;*  my  tooth¬ 
pick  cafe,  and  the  egg,  and  we 
converfe  every  day,  and  indeed 
they  are  very  good  company. 
Reading  over  to  day  the  firft 
letter  I  had  from  your  Grace, 
I  fee  you  are  under  apprehenfions 
of  being  in  my  debt,  I  wifh  I 
could  recoiled!  one  circumftance 


of  my  life  by  which  you  might 
be  fo ;  but  really  I  am  fure  you 
are  miftaken.  My  dear  Lady 
Duchefs,  for  how  much  happi- 
nefs  am  I  indebted  to  you  !  for 
how  many  favours !  But  in  an- 
fwer  to  them  I  muft  fay,  with  the 
poor  but  paffionate  lover,  who  pays 
their  worth  muft  pay  in  love,  and 
in  that  form,  my  ineftimable 
friend,  I  pay  the  greateft  tribute. 
It  is  impoffible  to  be  more  than  I 
am  your  Grace’s  faithful,  grate¬ 
ful,  and  affedtionate  fervant, 

E.  Robinson. 


*  Prefents  from  the  Duchefs. 
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ODE  to  the  NEW  YEAR,  1809* 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Poet  Laurent. 

FULL  orb’d  in  equinoctial  flues, 

When  the  pale  moon  malignant  rides. 

And  bids  the  howling  temped  rife, 

And  fwells  the  ocean’s  briny  tides, 

Dreadful  againft  the  founding  fhore, 

The  winds  and  waves  tumultuous  roar. 

The  torrent-braving  mound  in  vain 
The  ftormy  inroad  would  reftrain, 

The  furges  with  refiftlefs  fway 
Force  o’er  the  labour’d  mole  their  way. 

Scorn  every  weak  refource  of  human  toil. 

O’er  whelm  the  peopled  town,  and  waite  the  cultur’d  foil. 

But  when,  by  native  fences  barr’d 
From  billowy  rage,  the  happier  land. 

And  rocky  cliffs  for  ever  hand 

To  the  wide  water’d  coad  a  guard. 

Such  as  on  Veda’s  fouthern  deep, 

Look  down  defiance  on  the  raging  deep. 

Such  as  on  Dover’s  breezy  down, 

On  Gallia’s  hodile  borders  frown, 

Though  billows  urging  billows  roar, 

And  idly  beat  againd  the  ihore, 

While  from  the  heights  fublime  the  fwain 
Mocks  the  vain  efforts  of  the  foaming  main, 
Till  Nature  bids  the  deluged  furge  fubfide, 
Hufh’d  is  the  temped’s  voice,  and  refluent  rolls  the  tide. 

So  o’er  Europa’s  ravaged  plain, 

We  faw  the  torrent  of  wild  war 
Refifllefs  fpread  its  iron  reign, 

And  fcatter  ruin  wide  and  far ; 

The  embattled  wall,  the  warlike  band. 

Vainly  the  Tyrant’s  courfe  withfland  j 
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Before  the  impious  fons  of  Gaul 
The  legions  fly,  the  bulwarks  fall ; 

Yet  Britain’s  floating  caftles  fweep 
Invalion  from  her  fubje£t  deep. 

Yet  by  her  rocks  fecure  from  harm. 

Securer  by  her  patriot  arm, 

Iberia  turns  the  battle’s  tide. 

Refills  the  injurious  Tyrant’s  pride. 

While  freely  floating  in  the  ambient  Iky, 

Sacred  to  Freedom’s  caufe,  their  mingled  enfigns  fly* 

ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  Birth-Day. 

By  the  fame . 

WHILE  Europe  with  deje&ed  eye 
Beholds  around  her  rural  reign, 

Whilom  of  Peace  the  fair  domain. 

The  fcene  of  defolation  lie  ; 

Or  if  with  trembling  hope  fhe  call 
Her  look  on  hours  of  glory  pall. 

And  burn  again  with  virtuous  fame, 

Tier  ancient  honours  to  reclaim. 

And  brace  the  corflet  on  her  breaft, 

And  grafp  the  fpear,  and  wave  the  crefl  ; 

Yet  lies  her  courfe  through  war’s  enfanguined  flood  ; 

Yet  mull  flie  win  her  way  thro’  carnage  and  thro’  blood* 

Ah !  happier  Britain,  o’er  thy  plain 
Still  finding  Peace  and  Freedom  reign  ; 

And  while  thy  fons  with  pitying  eye. 

Behold  the  fields  of  ruin  round  them  lie  ; 

The  Forms  that  fliake  each  neighbour  realm  with  fear, 
Like  diftant  thunder  roll  upon  the  ear  : 

They  blefs  the  halcyon  hour  that  gave 
To  rule  a  people  free  and  brave, 

A  patriot  monarch  all  their  own, 

Their  fwords  his  bulwark,  and  their  hearts  his  throne. 
And  while  to  this  aufpicious  day 
The  Mufe  devotes  her  tributary  lay, 

A  nation’s  vows  in  choral  Paean  join 

And  confecrate  to  Fame  a  (<  verfe  as  mean  as  mine.” 

Yet  not  to  felfifh  thoughts  confin’d 

Are  the  warm  feelings  of  a  virtuous  mind  ; 

The  royal  Patriot,  while  be  views 
Peace  o’er  his  realms  her  blifs  diflufe. 

Mourns  for  the  forrows  that  afllift  mankind. 
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Go  forth,  my  fons,  he  cries ;  my  Britons,  go, 

And  refcue  Europe  from  her  ruthlefs  foe. 

Behold  in  arms  Auftria's  imperial  Lord  ; 

Behold  Iberia  draw  the  avenging  fword  ; 

O  let  with  their's  your  mingled  enfigns  fly, 

In  the  great  caufe  of  injur’d  Liberty ! 

Go  forth,  my  fons,  and  to  the  world  declare. 

When  fuffering  Freedom  calls,  Britannia's  arms  are  there. 
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The  VALENTINE  WREATH.  By  Mr.  Montgomery. 

From  the  Poetical  Regijler ,  VoL  VII , 

i 

Rofy  red  the  hills  appear 
With  the  light  of  morning, 

Beauteous  clouds,  in  ether  clear. 

All  the  Eafl:  adorning  ; 

White  thro*  rnift  the  meadows  fhine  ; 

Wake,  my  Love  !  my  Valentine  ! 

For  thy  locks  of  raven  hue, 

Flowers  with  hoar  froft  pearly, 

Crocus-cups  of  gold  and  blue. 

Snow-drops  drooping  early. 

With  Mezereon  fprigs  combine  : 

Rife,  my  Love  !  my  Valentine  ! 

O’er  the  margin  of  the  flood. 

Pluck  the  daify  peeping  ; 

Thro'  the  covert  of  the  wood 
Hunt  the  forrel  creeping ; 

With  the  little  Celandine, 

Crown  my  Love!  my  Valentine! 

%  ■  '  .  ,  /  V 

% 

Panfies,  on  their  lowly  ftems, 

Scatter'd  o’er  the  fallows  ; 

Hazel-buds,  with  crimfon  gems, 

Green  and  glofly  fallows. 

Tufted  mofs  and  ivy-twine. 

Deck  my  Love!  my  Valentine! 

'  •  -  ■  •  / 

Few  and  Ample  flowerets  thefe  ! 

Yet  to  me  iefs  glorious  i 

Garden-buds  and  orchard  trees  ! 

Since  this  wreath  vi&orious 
Binds  you  now  for  ever  mine, 

O  my  Love  !  my  Valentine  ! 

The 
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The  Firm  Refolution .  By  Mr.  Davenport.  Fro?n  the  fame „ 

YES  !  you  may  figh,  and  pout,  and  fret ! 

Vain  are  your  efforts  to  fecure  me  ; 

For  fince,  at  laft,  I've  broke  the  net, 

There's  nothing  fhall  again  allure  me. 

Not  the  dark  luftre  of  thofe  eyes, 

At  once  fo  brilliant  and  fo  tender, 

Though  by  each  glance  a  lover  dies. 

Shall  make  iny  heart  its  peace  furrender. 

Nor  care  I  for  thofe  coral  lips, 

Nor  cheeks  fuffufed  with  blufhes  rofeal. 

Though  he  who  taftes  them  furely  lips 

Of  more,  far  more,  than  fweets  ambrofial. 

So  free  am  I,  that  even  thy  voice, 

Whofe  tones  might  charm  the  angry  ocean. 

And  bid  the  foul  of  woe  rejoice, 

Wakes  in  my  breall  no  wild  emotion* 

I'll  not  be  fnared  by  any  wile 

That  once  before  in  bondage  brought  me. 

Ah  1  idle  boaft  !  that  'witching  fmile, 

That  'witching  fmile  again  has  caught  me  ! 

.  ) 

Stanzas  from  the  French  of  Eannard .  By  the  fame . 

From  the  fame . 

O  how  foft  beam  your  eyes  l  O  how  tender  their  gaze  ! 

If  I  dare  to  believe  them,  you  love  me  moft  dearly. 

But  does  you  heart  feel  what  I  learn  from  their  rays  ? 

O  tell  me,  dear  youth  !  are  they  fpeaking  fincerely  ? 

If  you  love  not,  alas !  with  my  peace  do  not  play  : 

To  allure  me,  no  longer  thus  cruelly  feek  : 

And  if  that  your  heart  has  got  nothing  to  fay, 

O  let  not  your  eyes  with  fuch  eloquence  fpeakc 


Epigram  from  the  Greek.  By  Dr.  F.  Laurence.  From  the  fame. 

To  make  the  boy  a  fcholar,  to  my  care 
An  advertifing  Doftor  gave  his  heir. 

We 


[.993 


POETRY. 

We  got  to  Homer*  ;  and  “  that  wrath,  the  fpring 
Of  woes  unnumber’d, ”  foon  he  learnt  to  ling; 
Then,  in  due  courfe,  “  to  Pluto’s  gloomy  reign 
“  HurPd  many  a  gallant  foul  untimely  llain.” 

But  now  he  came  no  longer.  In  the  ftreet 
It  fhortly  was  my  luck  the  fire  to  meet ; 

.And  u  thanks  my  friend,”  he  cried,  “  but,  to  be  free, 
i(  What  you  were  teaching  he  may  learn  of  me, 
iC  1,  ere  their  time,  hurl  many  a  foul  below  ; 

<f  Yet  not  one  word  of  Homer  need  to  know/' 


London .  At  the  Break  of  Morning  in  the  Seafon.  From  Lady  Jane 
Grey,  a  Tale ,  in  two  Books;  with  Mifcellaneous  Poems  in  Fnghjh  and 
Latin .  By  Francis  Hodgson ,  A.M.  Fellow  of  King’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge  ;  and  Author  of  a  Tranjlation  of  Juvenal* 

THROUGH  the  ftrange  fcenes  of  town  at  early  day. 

Sad  as  I  took  my  folitary  way, 

What  motley  groups  prefented  to  my  eye 
Vice  in  its  varied  ranks  of  low  and  high. 

Forced  from  his  pallet,  with  unwilling  feet 
Here  crept  the  labourer  down  the  lilent  ftreet ; 

Stopp’d  at  his  favourite  houfe,  where  pearl  and  gin 
The  day  of  toil  and  drunkennefs  begin  ; 

Or  temperate  upp’d,  at  Nancy’s  noted  Hand, 

His  black  tea  breakfaft  from  her  lily  hand. 

Here,  reeling  homeward  from  the  tavern  drunk. 

Or  filthier  fojourn  of  his  faithlefs  punk. 

Beneath  a  vaft  cock’d. hat  a  little  beau 
At  Brookes’s  calPd,  to  lofe  his  lafh  rouleau. 

Here  the  proud  gambler  in  his  lilken  chair. 

With  purfe  replenifh’d  quaff’d  the  morning  air  ; 

Return’d  from  ruining  fome  eafy  tool. 

And  mock’d  the  madnefs  of  the  beggar’d  fooh 
Where  yon  late  torch  emits  a  dying  fire 
See  llinking  dominos  to  bed  retire  : 

Hide  from  the  fun  their  man-degrading  drefs, 

Blufh  if  they  could,  and  feel  a  feign’d  diftrefs. 

While  mafks  more  impudent  all  fhame  forfwear. 

And  ape  the  character  they  ill  can  bear. 

See,  dafhing  brightly  from  yon  weftern  ftreet. 

With  lamps  that  laughingly  the  morning  meet, 

t  *  ^  *'U  /  .  . '  y:  . 

*  There  is  a  propriety  in  the  original,  which  could  not  be  preferred  in  the  imita¬ 
tion.  Homer  was  the  firft  book  taught  in  the  Grammar  Schools  of  Greece. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Series,  [3  J?J  The 
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The  paint  broad  glaring  in  each  hackney’d  face. 

The  foie,  unmarried  daughter,  and  her  grace. 

But  lo  !  Surrounding  thick  the  water’s  fide. 

And  gazing  anxious  on  the  gloomy  tide, 

A  crowd  is  feen  with  earned:  air  to  ftand  : 

While,  dreadful  fight !  dragg'd  breathlefs  to  the  land, 
A  woman's  corfe,  a  lovely  woman's,  lies ; 

Stiff  the  cold  limbs  and  fix’d  the  glazing  eyes. 

Thofe  limbs  are  yet  in  foft  proportion  fair. 

Blue  that  dead  eye,  and  beauty  yet  is  there. 

Strange  and  afflicting  contrail !  mirth  around. 

And  fafhion  fhines,  the  ftreets  with  revel  found. 

While  in  yon  dark  canal  the  wretch  has  fought 
A  long  forgetfulness  of  guilty  thought. 


The  P raifes  of  Wine .  From  the  fame „ 

Aktccu  wv  xctgVKtfy  harca  0.^05  kvya.\9 

HfAif  §t,<Tcct,  fo#  ai „  H.  D» 

Oh  moment  mod  bled  in  the  fhort  life  of  man  ! 
Brighteft  fpot  of  enjoyment  in  time's  gloomy  fpan  ! 
When,  juft  languid  enough  for  delight  1  we  recline 
By  the  fire’s  cheerful  blaze  o'er  the  faft  flowing  wine. 
With  fenfations  too  foothing  for  words  to  exprefs, 

Alive  to  all  joy,  dead  to  every  diftrefs. 

Then,  then,  gufhing  forth  from  the  rapturous  foul 
Good  humour  and  genius  unitedly  roll ; 

Laughing  friendfhip  recounts  all  the  paftimes  of  youth. 
And  at  leaft  we  difplay  that  one  excellence-truth. 

Cold  prudence  is  banifti'd,  hypocrify  dies. 

And  the  warm  honeft  fpirit  looks  out  at  the  eyes. 

With  farcaftic  reflection  let  Raflelas  paint 
The  finner  convivial,  a  hermit  the  faint : 

But  annals  of  convents  !  full  well  can  ye  fhow 
That  ftagnation  engenders  corruption  below  5 
And  though  heavenly  retirement  may  purify  man, 
Monaftic  retirement  on  earth  never  can. 

Nay— vain  is  the  cenfure  that  aims  at  the  mind, 

And  defcribes  the  good  fellow  to  dulnefs  confin'd ; 

Calls  his  mirth  void  of  fancy,  his  joy  infincere — 

Who  can  recognize  Oldham  and  Rochefter  here  ? 

Or,  to  leave  thofe  choice  wits  and  good  fellows  of  yore. 
Who  will  own  this  the  picture  of  Morris  and  Moore  ? 


Wine 
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Wine  mitigates  forrow,  wine  ftimulates  joy  ! 

Its  virtues  ne’er  fail,  its  delights  never  cloy. 

It  gives  ftrength  to  the  weak,  gentle  thoughts  to  the  ftrong, 
Renovation  to  hope,  infpi ration  to  fong. 

Age  gathers  frelh  verdure  from  wonderful  wine. 

And  the  beft  bloom  of  youth,  radiant  liquor,  is  thine  ! 

Thou  eafeft  the  captive  j  thou  lull'll  to  repofe 
The  fad  eye  that  too  long  has  forgotten  to  clofe  | 

All,  all  canft  thou  conquer— ah !  wouldft  thou  but  prove 
Vi&orious  for  me  over  abfence  and  love® 


tanzas.  From  the  fame* 

Inter  mljfa,  Venus,  diu , 

Rurfus  bella  moves— parce,  precor ,  precorp 
Non  fum  quails  eram  bonce 
Sub  regno  Cynarce « 

Ah!  why  thefe  new  tumults  to  harafs  my  breaft  ? 

This  unfettled  wild  fever  that  burns  in  my  veins  f 

Ah  give  me,  fweet  Helen,  ah  give  me  my  reft. 

Or  (hare  with  thy  Have  his  affectionate  pains. 

Where,  where  will  it  end?  When  at  night  I  lie  down, 

My  tofled  limbs  cannot  find  a  fhort  hour  of  repole ; 

Deep  thought  ftrives  in  vain  thy  dear  image  to  drown. 
And  my  eyes,  fix’d  on  thee,  are  unable  to  clofe® 

I  fwore  but  this  morning  to  ftruggle  with  love. 

To  return  to  harfii  duty,  and  manly  emprize : 

But  ah  me !  1  remember’d  laft  night  in  the  grove. 

That  I  preft  Helen’s  lips,  that  I  gaz’d  in  her  eyes. 

Difhoneft,  ungenerous !  how  could  I  forget 

The  dear  girl  who  fo  long  has  exalted  my  fame  ? 

Her  blue  eyes,  her  fair  cheek —ah  !  forgive  me,  and  yet— 
Ah  hide  in  that  bofom  of  fragrance  my  fhame. 

'Tis  the  wildnefs  that  lurks  in  her  beautiful  eyes, 

5Tis  the  ftrange  animation  that  glows  in  her  face; 

'Tis  her  bofom,  unftain’dwith  a  fpeck  of  difguife. 

That  imparts  fuch  a  charm  to  my  Helen’s  embrace® 

Such  a  charm  fair  Eliza  could  never  impart— 

Such  a  charm  fickle  Harriet  but  fhortly  beftow— 

Such  a  charm  haplefs  Lucy— alas !  my  falfe  heart. 

At  the  name  tears  of  penance  and  tendernefs  flow. 

Is  R  *] 
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I’ll  (hake  off  this  delirium  that  buries  my  foul ! 

Burd  the  thraldom  of  fondnefs,  awake,  and  be  free: 
Then  adieu,  idle  love,  and  fvveet  Helen’s  control  ; 

And  adieu,  pretty  Lucy  !—Oh,  never  to  thee. 

0(  Connor’s  Child ,  From  Poems ,  by  T,  Campbell ,  E/qa 

I. 

OH  once  the  harp  of  Innisfail 

Was  ftrung  full  high  to  notes  of  gladnefs ; 

But  yet  it  often  told  a  tale 
Of  more  prevailing  fadnefs. 

Sad  was  the  note,  and  wild  its  fall. 

As  winds  that  moan  at  night  forlorn 
Along  the  ides  of  Fion-Gall, 

When  from  O’Connor’s  child  to  mourn. 

The  harper  told,  how  lone,  how  far 
From  any  manfion’s  twinkling  dar, 

From  any  path  of  focial  men, 

Or  voice,  but  from  the  fox’s  den. 

The  lady  in  the  defert  dwelt. 

And  yet  no  wrongs,  no  fear  fhe  felt : 

Say,  why  fliould  dwell  in  place  fo  wild 
The  lovely  pale  O’Connor’s  child  ? 

II. 

Sweet  lady  !  die  no  more  infpires 
Green  Erin’s  hearts  with  beauty’s  pow’r. 

As  in  the  palace  of  her  fires 
She  bloom’d  a  peerlefs  dow’r. 

Gone  from  her  hand  and  bofom,  gone,^ 

The  royal  broche,  the  jewell’d  ring, 

That  o’er  her  dazzling  whitenefs  fhone 
Like  dews  on  lilies  of  the  fpring. 

Yet  why,  though  fall’n  her  brother’s  kerne,. 
Beneath  De  Bourgo's  battle  ftern, 

While  vet  in  Leinder  unexplor’d. 

Her  friends  furvive  the  Englifh  fword. 

Why  lingers  (he  from  Erin’s  hod, 

So  far  on  Galway’s  lhipwreck’d  coad  ; 

Why  wanders  fhe  a  huntrefs  wild — * 

The  lovely  pale  O’Connor’s  child  ? 

III. 

And  fix’d  on  empty  fpace,  why  burn 
Her  eyes  with  momentary  wildnefs ; 


And 
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And  wherefore  do  they  then  return 
To  more  than  woman’s  mildnefs  ? 

Dilhevell’d  are  her  raven  locks, 

On  Connocht  Moran’s  name  file  calls ; 

And  oft  amidft  the  lonely  rocks 
She  fings  fweet  madrigals. 

Plac’d  in  the  foxglove  and  the  mofs. 

Behold  a  parted  warrior’s  crofs ! 

That  is  the  fpot  where,  evermore, 

'idle  lady,  at  her  Ihieling  door. 

Enjoys  that  in  communion  fweet 
The  living  and  the  dead  can  meet  : 

For  lo !  to  love-lorn  fantafy, 

The  hero  of  her  heart  is  nigh. 

IV. 

Bright  as  the  bow  that  fpans  the  Horn, 

In  Erin’s  yellow  vefture  clad, 

A  fon  of  light —a  lovely  form, 

He  comes  and  makes  her  glad  : 

Now  on  the  grafs.green  turf  he  fits. 

His  taffell’d  horn  befide  him  laid  ; 

Now  o’er  the  hills  in  chace  he  flits. 

The  hunter  and  the  deer  a  (hade  ! 

Sweet  mourner !  thofe  are  fhadows  vain. 

That  crofs  the  twilight  of  her  brain  ; 

Yet  fhe  will  tell  you,  (lie  is  bleft, 

Of  Connocht  Moran’s  tomb  poffefs’d, 

More  richly  than  in  A gh rim’s  bowl. 

When  bards  high  praifed  her  beauty’s  pow’r, 

And  kneeling  pages  offer’d  up, 

The  morat  in  a  golden  cup. 

V. 

4  A  hero’s  bride  !  this  defer t  bow’r,  i 
4  It  ill  befits  thy  gentle  breeding  : 

*  And  wherefore  doll  thou  love  this  flowT 
‘  To  call— my  love  lies  bleeding  ?’ 

This  purple  flow’r  my  tears  have  nurfed ; 

A  hero’s  blood  fupplied  its  bloom  : 

I  love  it,  for  it  was  the  firft 
That  grew  on  Connocht  Moran’s  tomb. 

Oh  !  hearken,  Itranger,  to  my  voice! 

This  defert  manfion  is  my  choice : 

And  bleft,  tho*  fatal,  be  the  ftar 
That  led  me  to  its  wilds  afar-: 

UR  il 
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*  *  ** 

For  here  thefe  pathlefs  mountains  free 
Gave  fhelter  to  my  love  and  me ; 

And  every  rock  and  every  ftone 
Bear  witnefs  that  he  was  my  own* 

VI. 

O’Connor’s  child,  I  was  the  bud 
Of  Erin’s  royal  tree  of  glory  ; 

But  woe  to  them  that  wrapt  in  blood 

The  tiflue  of  my  ftory  S 

Still  as  I  clafp  my  burning  brain, 

A  death-fcene  rufhes  on  my  light ; 

It  rifes  o’er  and  o’er  again, 

The  bloody  feud— the  fatal  night. 

When  chafing  Connocht  Moran’s  fcorn. 

They  call’d  my  hero  bafely  born  j 
And  bade  him  choofe  a  meaner  bride 
Than  from  O’Connor’s  houfe  of  pride* 

Their  tribe,  they  faid,  their  high  degree. 

Was  fung  in  Tara’s  pfaltery  ; 

Witness  their  Eath’s  vi&orious  brand. 

And  Cathal  of  the  bloody  hand,- — 

Glory  (they  faid)  and  power  and  honour 
Were  in  the  manfion  of  O’Connor  : 

But  he,  my  lov’d  one,  bore  in  field 
A  meaner  creft  upon  his  fhield. 

VII. 

Ah,  brothers  !  what  did  it  avail. 

That  fiercely  and  triumphantly 
Ife  fought  the  Englilh  of  the  pale. 

And  fiemm’d  De  Bourgo’s  chivalry  ? 

And  what  was  it  to  love  and  me. 

That  barons  by  your  ftandard  rode ; 

Or  beal-fires  for  your  jubilee. 

Upon  an  hundred  mountains  glow’d. 

What  tho’  the  lords  of  tower  and  dome 
From  Shannon  to  the  North-fea  foam, — 

Thought  ye  your  iron  hands  of  pride 
Could  break  the  knot  that  love  had  tied  ? 

No  j—  let  the  eagle  change  his  plume, 

-  The  leaf  its  hue,  the  fiow’r  its  bloom ; 

But  ties  around  this  heart  were  fpun 
That  could  not,  would  not,  be  undone ! 

viii. 

At  bleating  of  the  wild  watch-fold 
Thus  fang  my  love — (( Oh  come  with  me  : 

“  Omr 
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Kt  Our  bark  is  on  the  lake,  behold : 

€f  Our  Heeds  are  fattened  to  the  tree. 

<€  Come  far  from  Caftle-Connor’s  clans—* 
u  Come  with  thy  belted  foreflere, 

«  And  I,  befide  the  lake  of  fwans. 

Shall  hunt  for  thee  the  fallow  deer  ; 
i(  And  build  thy  hut  and  bring  thee  home 
66  The  wildfowl,  and  the  honey- comb ; 

“  And  berries  from  the  wood  provide, 

<(  And  play  my  clarftiech  by  thy  fide. 

<s  Then  come,  my  love T’-— How  could  1  Hay  f 
Our  nimble  Hag-hounds  track'd  the  way. 

And  I  purfued  by  moonlefs  (kies, 

The  light  of  Connocht  Moran’s  eyes. 

IX. 

And  faH  and  far,  before  the  Har 
Of  day-fpring  rulh’d  we  thro’  the  glade. 

And  faw  at  dawn  the  lofty  bawn 
Of  CaHle-Connor  fade. 

Sweet  was  to  us  the  hermitage 
Of  this  unplough’d,  untrodden  Chore  : 

Like  birds  all  joyous  from  the  cage, 

For  man’s  negled;  we  lov’d  it  more. 

And  well  he  knew,  my  huntfman  dear. 

To  fearch  the  game  with  hawk  and  fpear  $ 
While  I,  his  evening  food  to  drefs, 

Would  fing  to  him  in  happinefs. 

But  oh,  thou  midnight  of  defpair ! 

When  I  was  doom’d  to  rend  my  hair  : 

The  night,  to  me  of  fhrieking  forrow  ! 

The  night,  to  him  that  had  no  morrow  1 

X. 

When  all  was  hufh’d  at  ev’n  tide, 

I  heard  the  baying  of  their  beagle  i 
Be  hulh’d  !  my  Connocht  Moran  cried, 

’Tis  but  the  fcreaming  of  the  eagle. 

Alas !  ’twas  not  the  eyrie’s  found. 

Their  bloody  bands  had  track’d  us  out ; 
Up-liH’ning  Harts  our  couchar.t  hound— 

And  hark !  again,  that  nearer  fliout 
Brings  faHer  on  the  murderers. 

Spare — fpare  him— Brazil — Defmond  fierce ! 
In  vain — no  voice  the  adder  charms ; 

Their  weapons  crofs’d  my  flickering  arms : 
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Another’s  fword  has  laid  him  low* — 
Another’s  and  another's ; 

And  every  hand  that  dealt  the  blow  — 
Aye  me  !  it  was  a  brother’s! 

Yes,  when  his  moanings  died  away. 
Their  iron  hands  had  dug  the  clay, 
And  o’er  his  burial  turf  they  trod. 

And  I  beheld — Oh  God  !  Oh  God  ! 
His  life-blood  oozing  from  thefod  ! 


XI. 


Warm  in  his  death- wounds  fepulchred, 
Alas !  my  warrior’s  fpirit  brave. 

Nor  mafs  nor  ulla-lulla  heard, 
Lamenting  footh  his  grave. 

Dragg’d  to  their  hated  manfion  back. 
How  long  in  thraldom’s  grafp  I  lay, 

I  know  not,  for  my  foul  was  black, 

And  knew  no  change  of  night  or  day. 
One  night  of  horror  round  me  grew  ; 
Or  if  I  faw,  or  felt,  or  knew, 

’Twas  but  when  thofe  grim  vifages. 
The  angry  brothers  of  my  race, 

Glared  on  each  eye-ball’s  aching  throb. 
And  check’d  my  bofom’s  pow’r  to  fob  ; 
Or  when  my  heart  with  pulfes  drear. 
Beat  like  a  death-watch  to  my  ear. 


XII. 

But  Heav’n,  at  laif,  my  foul’s  eclipfe 
Did  with  a  vifion  bright  infpire  : 

I  woke,  and  felt  upon  my  lips 
A  prophetefs’s  fire. 

Thrice  in  the  eafi:  a  war-drum  beat, 

1  heard  the  Saxon’s  trumpet  found, 

And  rang'd  as  to  the  judgment  feat 
My  guilty,  trembling  brothers  round. 
Clad  in  the  helm  and  fhield  they  came ; 
For  now  De  Bourgo’s  fword  and  flame 
Had  ravag’d  Ulfter's  boundaries, 

And  lighted  up  the  midnight  Ikies. 
Theftandard  of  O’Connor’s  fway 
Was  in  a  turret  where  I  lay  ; 

That  ftandard,  with  fo  dire  a  look. 

As  ghaflly  (hone  the  moon  and  pale, 

1  gave, — that  every  bofom  (hook 
Beneath  its  iron  mail. 
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XIII. 

And  go !  I  cried,  the  combat  feek. 

Ye  hearts  that  unappalled  bore 
The  anguifh  of  a  filler’s  fhriek. 

Go !— and  return  no  more  ! 

For  fooner  guilt  the  ordeal  brand 
Shall  grafp  unhurt,  than  ye  fhall  hold 
The  banner  with  vidorious  hand. 

Beneath  a  filler’s  curfe  unroll'd. 

Oh  llranger !  by  my  country’s  lofs  ! 

And  by  my  love  !  and  by  the  crofs ! 

I  fwear  I  never  could  have  fpoke 
The  curfe  that  fever’d  nature’s  yoke  j 
But  that  a  fpirit  o’er  me  Hood, 

And  fir’d  me  with  a  wrathful  mood ; 

And  frenzy  to  my  heart  was  giv’n. 

To  fpeak  the  malifon  of  heav'n. 

XIV. 

They  would  have  crofs’d  themfelves  all  mute 
They  would  have  pray’d  to  burfl  the  fpell ; 
But  at  the  llamping  of  my  foot 
Each  hand  down  pow’rlefs  fell. 

And  go  to  Athunree !  I  cried. 

High  lift  the  banner  of  your  pride ! 

But  know  that  where  its  fheet  unrolls 
The  weight  of  blood  is  on  your  fouls. 

Go  where  the  havoc  of  the  kerne 
Shall  float  as  high  as  mountain  fern  ! 

Men  fhall  no  more  your  manfion  know  ! 

The  nettles  on  your  hearth  fhall  grow  ! 
Dead  as  the  green  oblivious  flood. 

That  mantles  by  your  walls,  fhall  be 
The  glory  of  O'Connor’s  blood ! 

Away  !  away  to  Athunree  ! 

Where  downward  when  the  fun  fhall  fall  | 
The  raven’s  wing  fhall  be  your  pall ; 

And  not  a  vaffal  fhall  unlace 
The  vizor  from  your  dying  face ! 

XV. 

A  bolt  that  overhung  our  dome 
Sufpended  till  my  curfe  was  giv’n, 

Soon  as  it  pafs’d  thefe  lips  of  foam 
Peal’d  in  the  blood-red  heav’n. 

Dire  was  the  look  that  o’er  their  backs 
The  angry  parting  brothers  threw  ; 

But  now,  behold  !  like  catara&s, 

Come  down  the  hills  in  view 
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O'Connor's  plumed  partizans ; 

Thrice  ten  Innisfaliian  clans 
Were  marching  to  their  doom  : 

A  fudden  ftorm  their  plumage  tofs’d, 

A  flalh  of  lightning  o’er  them  crofs’d. 

And  all  all  again  was  gloom  5 
But  once  again  in  heav’n  the  bands 
Of  thunder  fpirits  clapt  their  hands. 

V 

XVI. 

Stranger !  I  fled  the  home  of  grief. 

At  Connocht  Moran’s  tomb  to  fall ; 

I  found  the  helmet  of  my  chief, 

His  bow  Hill  hanging  on  our  wall ; 

And  took  it  down,  and  vow’d  to  rove 
This  defert  place  a  huntrefs  bold  ; 

Nor  would  I  change  my  buried  love 
For  any  heart  of  living  mould* 

No  !  for  I  am  a  hero’s  child. 

I’ll  hunt  my  quarry  in  the  wild  j 
And  ft  ill  my  home  this  manfion  make. 

Of  all  unheeded  and  unheeding. 

And  cherifh,  for  my  warrior’s  fake. 

The  flower  of  love  lies  bleeding. 


To  *  *  *  *. 

By  Lord  Byron.  From  Imitations  andTranJlations  from  the  Ancient  and 
Modern  ClaJJicsy  together  vuith  Original  Poems  never  before  fublijhed . 
Collefted  by  J.  C.  Hob  house,  B.A.  of  Trinity  College ,  Cambridge, 


WELL  1  thou  art  happy,  and  I  feel 
That  I  fhould  thus  be  happy  too. 

For  ftill  my  heart  regards  thy  weal. 
Warmly,  as  it  was  wont  to  do. 

Thy  hufband’s  bleft — and  ’twill  impart 
Some  pangs  to  view  his  happier  lot ; 

But  let  them  pafs — Oh  !  how  my  heart 
Would  hate  him  if  he  lov’d  thee  not ! 

When  late  I  faw  thy  favorite  child, 

I  thought  my  jealous  heart  would  break  5 

But  when  the  unconfcious  infant  fmil’d, 

I  killed  it  for  its  mother’s  fake. 
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I  killed  it— and  repreft  my  %hs, 

Its  father  in  its  face  to  fee  ; 

But  then  it  had  its  mother's  eyes, 

And  they  were  all  to  love  and  me. 

Mary,  adieu !  I  muft  away, 

While  thou  art  bleft,  I'll  not  repine  l 

But  near  thee  I  can  never  ftay. 

My  heart  would  foon  again  be  thine. 

I  deemed  that  time,  I  deemed  that  pride. 
Had  quenched  at  length  my  boyifli  flame 

Nor  knew,  till  feated  by  thy  fide. 

My  heart  in  all,— fave  hope, — the  fame. 

Yet  was  I  calm  :  I  knew  the  time 

My  breafl  would  thrill  before  thy  look  z 

But  now  to  tremble  were  a  crime, 

We  met— and  not  a  nerve  was  (hook. 

I  faw  thee  gaze  upon  my  face, 

Yet  meet  with  no  confufion  there ; 

One  only  feeling  couidft  thou  trace, 

The  fallen  calmnefs  of  defpair. 

Away  S  away  !  my  early  dream 
Remembrance  never  muft  awake  : 

Oh  !  where  is  Lethe's  fabled  ft  ream  ? 

My  foolifti  heart  be  ftill,  or  break. 


To  the  fame .  By  the  fame  a 

AND  wilt  thou  weep  when  I  am  low  i 
Sweet  lady  !  fpeak  thofe  words  again  ; 

Yet  if  they  grieve  thee,  fay  not  fo, 

I  would  not  give  that  bofom  pain. 

My  heart  is  fad,  my  hopes  are  gone. 

My  blood  runs  coldly  thro’  my  breaft  ; 

And  when  I  perifh,  thou  alone 
Wilt  flgh  above  my  place  of  reft. 

And  yet  methinks  a  gleam  of  peace 
Doth  thro3  my  cloud  of  anguifti  ftiine, 

And  for  awhile  my  forrows  ceafe 

To  know  thy  heart  hath  felt  for  mine. 
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Oh,  lady  !  blefled  be  that  tear. 

It  falls  for  one  who  cannot  weep  ; 

Such  precious  drops  are  doubly  dear 
To  thofe  whofe  eyes  no  tear  may  deep. 

Sweet  lady  l  once  my  heart  was  warm. 

With  every  feeling  foft  as  thine  ; 

But  beauty’s  felf  hath  ceafed  to  charm 
A  wretch  created  to  repine. 

Yet  wilt  thou  weep  when  I  am  low  ? 

Sweet  lady  !  fpeak  thofe  words  again  ; 

Yet  if  they  grieve  thee,  fay  not  fo, 

I  would  not  give  that  bofom  pain. 


Song,  By  the  fame . 

FILL  the  goblet  again  !  for  I  never  before 

Felt  the  glow  which  now  gladdens  my  heart  to  its  core  ; 

Let  es  drink  !  who  would  not  ?  fince  thro’  life’s  varied  round. 
In  the  goblet  alone  no  deception  is  found. 

1  have  tried  in  its  turn  all  that  life  can  fupply  ; 

I  have  balked  in  the  beam  of  a  dark-rolling  eye  ; 

I  have  loved  !  who  has  not  ?  but  what  heart  can  declare 
That  pleafure  exifted  while  paflion  was  there  i 

In  the  days  of  my  youth,  when  the  heart’s  in  its  fpring. 

And  dreams  that  affedlion  can  never  take  wing, 

I  had  friends  !  who  has  not  ?  but  what  tongue  will  avow 
That  friends,  rofy  wine  !  are  fo  faithful  as  thou  ? 

The  bread  of  a  midrefs  fome  boy  may  eftrange  ; 

Friendfhip  fhifts  with  the  funbeam — thou  never  canft  change  ; 
Thou  grow’d  old,  who  does  not  ?  but  on  earth  what  appears 
Whofe  virtues,  like  thine,  Hill  increafe  with  its  years  ? 

Yet  if  bled  to  the  utmod  that  love  can  bedow, 

Should  a  rival  bow  down  to  our  idol  below, 

We  are  jealous !  who’s  not  ? — thou  had  no  luch  alloy. 

For  the  more  that  enjoy  thee,  the  more  we  enjoy. 

Then  the  feafon  of  youth,  and  its  vanities  pad. 

For  refuge  we  fly  to  the  goblet  at  lad  ; 

There  we  find,  do  we  not  ?  in  the  flow  of  the  foul. 

That  truth,  as  of  vorc,  is  confined  to  the  bowl  ? 
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When  the  box  of  Pandora  was  open’d  on  earth, 

And  mifery’s  triumph  commenced  over  mirth  ; 

Hope  was  left,  was  (he  not  ?  but  the  goblet  we  kifs. 
And  care  not  for  hope,  who  are  certain  of  blifs. 

'  ,  l  •:  I  .  i 

Long  life  to  the  grape  !  for  when  fummer  is  flown. 

The  age  of  our  ne&ar  fhall  gladden  our  own  ; 

We  muft  die,  who  fhall  not  ?  may  our  fins  be  forgiven. 
And  Hebe  fhall  never  be  idle  in  heaven. 


Stanzas  to  *•**#**,  0n  leaving  England .  By  the  fame » 

*TIS  done— and  fhivering  in  the  gale 
The  bark  unfurls  her  fnowy  fail  ; 

And  whiftling  o’er  the  bending  mad 
Loud  lings  on  high  the  frefh’ning  blaft  ; 

And  I  mull  from  this  land  begone, 

Becaufe  I  cannot  love  but  one. 

But  could  I  be  what  I  have  been,. 

And  could  I  fee  what  I  have  feen, 

Could  I  repofe  upon  the  breaft 
Which  once  my  warmeft  wifhes.  blefl, 

I  fhould  not  feek  another  zone, 

Becaufe  I  cannot  love  but  one. 

5Tis  long  fince  I  beheld  that  eye 
Which  gave  me  blifs  or  mifery  ; 

And  I  have  ftriven,  but  in  vain. 

Never  to  think  of  it  again  j 
For  tho’  I  fly  from  Albion, 

I  ftill  can  love  but  only  one. 

As  fome  lone  bird  without  a  mate. 

My  weary  heart  is  defolate  ; 

I  look  around,  and  cannot  trace 
One  friendly  frnile,  or  welcome  face ; 

And  e’en  in  crowds  am  ftill  alone, 

Becaufe  I  cannot  love  but  one. 

And  I  will  crofs  the  whitening  foam, 

And  I  will  feek  a  foreign  home  ; 

Till  I  forget  a  falfe  fair  face, 

I  ne’er  fhall  find  a  refting  place  ; 

My  own  dark  thoughts  I  cannot  fhun, 

Muft  ever  love,  and  love  but  one. 
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The  poorest,  verieft  wretch  on  earth 
Still  finds  fome  hofpitable  hearth, 

Where  friendfliip’s  or  love’s  fofter  glow 
May  fmile  in  joy,  or  foothe  in  woe; 

But  friend  or  lover  I  have  none, 

Becaufe  i  cannot  love  but  one. 

I  go— -but  wherefoe’er  I  flee, 

There’s  not  an  eye  will  weep  for  me  ; 

There’s  not  a  kind,  congenial  heart. 

Where  I  can  claim  the  meaneft  part : 

Nor  thou,  who  haft  my  hopes  undone. 

Wilt  figh,  although  I  love  but  one. 

To  think  of  every  early  fcene. 

Of  what  we  are,  and  what  we’ve  been. 

Would  whelm  fome  fofter  hearts  with  woe, 

But  mine,  alas  !  has  flood  the  blow  ; 

Yet  ft  ill  beats  on  as  it  begun, 

And  never  truly  loved  but  one. 

And  who  that  dear  lov’d  one  may  be. 

Is  not  for  vulgar  eyes  to  fee ; 

And  why  that  early  love  was  croft. 

Thou  know’ll  the  beft,  I  feel  the  mo  ft  ; 

But  few  that  dwell  beneath  the  fun, 

Have  loved  fo  long,  and  loved  but  one. 

I’ve  tried  another’s  fetters  too, 

With  charms,  perchance,  as  fair  to  view; 

And  I  would  feign  have  lov’d  as  well. 

But  fome  unconquerable  fpell 
Forbade  my  bleeding  breaft  to  own, 

A  kindred  care  for  aught  but  one. 

’T would  foothe  to  take  one  lingering  view, 

And  blefs  thee  in  my  laft  adieu ; 

Yet  with  I  not  thole  eyes  to  weep. 

For  him  that  wanders  o’er  the  deep ; 

Tho’  wherefoe’er  my  bark  may  run, 

I  love  but  thee,  I  love  but  one. 

Stanzas .  By  Robert  Burns.  From  Reliques  of  Robert  Burns ,  collected 

and  publijbed  by  R.  H.  Cromek . 

THE  wintry  weft  extends  his  blaft. 

And  hail  and  rain  doth  blow  5 
Or  the  ftormy  north  fends  driving  forth 
The  blinding  fleet  and  fnow  : 


While 
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While  tumbling  brown,  the  burn  comes  down, 
An”  roars  frae  bank  to  brae, 

And  bird  and  beaft  in  covert  reft, 

And  pafs  the  heartlefs  day. 

«  The  fweeping  blaft,  the  fky  o’ercaft 
The  joyless  winter  day, 

Let  others  fear,  to  me  more  dear 
Than  all  the  pride  of  May : 

The  tempeft’s  howl,  it  foothes  my  foul, 

My  griefs  it  feems  to  join. 

The  leaflefs  trees  my  fancy  pleafe, 

Their  fate  refembles  mine  ! 

Thou  Power  Supreme,  whofe  mighty  fcheme 
Thefe  woes  of  mine  fulfil. 

Here,  firm,  I  reft,  they  muft  be  beft, 

Becaufe  they  are  Thy  will ! 

Then  all  I  want  (O  do  thou  grant 
This  one  requeft  of  mine  !) 

Since  to  enjoy  thou  doft  deny, 

Alfift  me  to  rejtgn , 


Enjan  Banks,  By  the  fame.  From  the  fame • 

SLOW  fpreads  the  gloom  my  foul  defires. 
The  fun  from  India’s  fhore  retires ; 

To  Evan  Banks,  with  temperate  ray. 

Home  of  my  youth,  he  leads  the  day. 

Oh  banks,  to  me  for  ever  dear  ! 

Oh  ftreams,  whofe  murmurs  ft  ill  I  hear  ! 

All,  all  my  hopes  of  blifs  refide, 

Where  Evan  mingles  with  the  Clyde. 

And  ihe,in  fimple  beauty  dreft, 

Whofe  image  lives  within  my  breaft: ; 

Who  trembling  heard  my  parting  figh, 

And  long  purfued  me  with  her  eye ; 

Does  (he,  with  heart  unchang’d  as  mine, 

Oft  in  the  vocal  bowers  recline  ? 

Or  where  yon  goat  o’erhangs  the  tide, 

Mufe  while  the  Evan  feeks  the  Clyde  ? 

Ye  lofty  banks  that  Evan  bound  1 
Ye  lavifti  woods  that  wave  around. 
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And  o’er  the  ftream  your  Ihadow  throw. 
Which  sweetly  winds  fo  far  below  ; 

What  fecret  charm  to  memory  brings 
All  that  on  Evan’s  border  fprings  ? 

Sweet  banks !  ye  bloom  by  Mary’s  ftde  : 
Bleft  Itream  !  (he  vievys  thee  halle  to  Clyde  ! 

Can  all  the  wealth  of  India’s  coall 
Atone  for  years  in  abfence  loft  ? 

Return,  ye  moments  of  delight. 

With  richer  treafures  bless  my  fight ! 

Swift  from  this  defart  let  me  part. 

And  fly  to  meet  a  kindred  heart  ! 

Nor  more  may  aught  my  fteps  divide 
From  that  dear  flream  which  flows  to  Clyde. 


Song .  From  the  fame .  By  the  fame . 

OUT  over  the  Forth  I  look  to  the  north, 

But  what  is  the  north  and  its  Highlands  to  me  ? 
The  fouth  nor  the  eaft  give  eafe  to  my  breaft. 

The  far  foreign  land,  or  the  wild  rolling  fea. 

But  I  look  to  the  weft,  when  I  gae  to  reft, 

That  happy  my  dreams  and  my  (lumbers  may  be; 
For  far  in  the  weft  lives  he  I  lo’e  beft. 

The  lad  that  is  dear  to  my  babie  and  me. 


Fragments  •  From  the  fame .  By  the  fame . 

.Her  flowing  locks,  the  raven's  wing, 

Adown  her  neck  and  bofom  hing ; 

How  fweet  unto  that  breaft  to  cling. 

And  round  that  neck  entwine  her ! 

Her  lips  are  roses  wet  with  dew, 

O  what  a  feaft,  her  bonnie  mou  ! 

Her  cheek’s  a  mair  celeftial  hue, 

A  crimfon  ftill  diviner. 

#  «*  * 

THE  winter  it  is  paft,  and  the  fummer  comes  at  laft. 
And  the  fmall  birds  fing  on  every  tree; 

Now  every  thing  is'  glad,  while  I  am  very  fad. 

Since  my  true  love  is  parted  from  me. 

i 


The 
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The  rofe  upon  the  brier,  by  the  waters  running  clear. 

May  have  charms  for  the  linnet  and  the  bee  ; 

Their  little  loves  are  bleft,  and  their  little  hearts  at  reft  ; 

But  my  true  love  is  parted  from  me. 


Defcription  of  the  Ionian  IJlandu  From  Horaz  Ionic* ?n 
By  W.  R.  Wright ,  Efq* 

YE  ifles  beyond  the  Adriatic  wave  ! 

Whofe  claflic  {bores  Ionian  waters  lave  ; 

Ye  plains  of  Greece !  the  Mufe*s  ancient  pride, 

Whofe  riling  beauties  crown  the  weftern  tide  ; 

That  frnile  beneath  Novembers  deepeft  gloom  ; 

Where  April  wantons  in  luxuriant  bloom, 

No  longer  vocal  to  your  native  lyre, 

Forgive  the  daring  ftrain  your  charms  infpire  j 
Though  all  unworthy  of  the  meed  ye  claim, 

A  meed  as  deathlefs  as  your  ancient  fame® 

For  well  I  know,  that  jnot  to  me  belong 
The  lofty  raptures  of  poetic  fong  : 

My  fimple  Mufe  in  fancy’s  gilded  ray 
May  fport,  the  infed  of  a  fummer  day  ; 

May  fparkle  like  the  dew-drop  on  the  flower ; 

But  never  pleafe  beyond  the  tranfient  hour. 

Yet,  when  the  year  renews  its  lovely  prime, 

And  fpring,  advancing  from  the  fouthern  clime, 

With  rofy  fmile  the  infant  zephyr  greets, 

And  bathes  his  tepid  wing  in  balmy  fweets, 

My  heart,  refponfive,  owns  the  genial  glow  1 
And  the  wild  numbers  all  unbidden  flow. 

Hail  to  the  mountains  S  round  whofe  facred  head 
Their  early  pride  the  vernal  hours  have  fhed : 

Hail  to  the  dryads  of  each  hallow’d  ihade  ! 

Whofe  waving  foliage  crowns  the  fhelter’d  glade  ; 

Where  Scheria’s  *  rocks  the  northern  wave  divide. 

And  old  Caffopo  +  greets  the  ftraiten’d  tide  : 

Hail 

*  Scheria,  the  ancient  name  of  Corfu  j  probably  as  feeming  to  reftrain  the  waters 
of  the  Adriatic,  This  ifland  was  alfo  denominated  ApETmvov,  “  the  fickle,”  on  account 
of  its  form,  and  is  celebrated  in  Grecian  mythology  as  the  inftrument  of  Jupiter’s 
revenge  againlt  Saturn. 

t  Anciently  Calliope,  fituated  oppofite  to  a  city  of  the  fame  name  on  the  weftern 
ihore  of  the  Grecian  continent,  from  which  it  is  divided  only  by  a  narrow  ftrait.  It 
was  facred  to  Jupiter,  and  the  ftream  which  now  flows  from  among  its  ruins,  is  tra¬ 
ditionally  reported  to  have  had  its  lource  under  the  altar  of  his  temple.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  Calliope  at  the  northern,  and  Sybora  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  this 
ifland.,  were  both  nearly  oppofite  to  places  on  the  continent  of  Greece,  diftinguifiied 
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Hail  bleft  Phpeacta  !  from  his  dewy  wing 
O’er  thee  Favonius  (beds  eternal  fpring  : 

No  chilling  blaft  thy  early  harveft  knows ; 

Nor  bend  thy  groves  beneath  December  fnows. 

Alike  the  rifing  and  declining  year 
Difpenfe  the  varied  gifts  of  fummer  here  j 
Through  ev’ry  feafon  blooms  the  tender  rofe  % 

The  Ihelter’d  vi’let  here  for  ever  blows ; 

Jonquils  and  hyacinths  their  mingling  dyes 
Here  blend  with  fweets  unknown  to  colder  Ikies*. 

Nor  does  Pomona's  bounteous  hand  difdain 
To  fwell  the  triumphs  offer  filler’s  reign  ; 

For,  while  the  bending  orange  fcarce  can  hold 
Its  glowdng  harveft  of  Hefperian  gold. 

The  fruitful  tree  frefti -budding  fweets  adorn, 

Whofe  fpreading  blofloms  drink  the  dews  of  morn  p 
And  wintry  funs,  with  more  than  vernal  power. 

Mature  the  fruit  and  court  the  opening  flow’r. 

Here  gufhing  founts,  and  fprings  that  never  fail*. 

Pour  health  and  plenty  through  the  fmiling  vale  ; 

Fair  fmiles  the  vale,  with  myrtle  hedges  crown’d^ 

And  aromatic  fragrance  breathes  around  ; 

The  riling  hill  wide-fpreading  olives  lhade. 

Skirt  the  deep  ravine,  and  embow’r  the  glade 
With  fober  tints  of  never-fading  green  ; 

While  diftant  mountains  clofe  the  varied  fcene. 

Beyond  the  cultivated  landfcape  rife, 

And  fternly  frown  amidft  the  cloudlefs  Ikies. 

Such  is  the  fpot  where  flows  Creflida’s  J  ftream 
The  peafant’s  folace,  and  the  poet’s  theme  : 

From  the  cold  rock  her  limpid  fount  diftils  ; 

A  rocky  bed  receives  the  falling  rills. 

’Twas  here,  fequefter’d  ’midft  embow’ring  Ihades, 

The  bright  Naficaa  fported  with  her  maids, 

What  time  Laertes’  god-like  fon  addrelTed 
His  tale  of  forrow  to  her  pitying  breaft  ; 

And,  as  the  fuppliant  chief  his  fuit  preferr’d, 

She  gaz’d  with  rapture,  and  with  wonder  heard. 

Hence  to  the  left  extends  a  fpacious  plain. 

Nor  rich  with  paftur’d  herds,  nor  waving  grain  : 

refpe&ively  by  the  fame  appellations.  This  circumfiance,.  combined  with  the  very 
lhort;  diftance  between  the  ifland  and  the  main,  may  leem  to  indicate  tliat  at  fome 
diftant  period  they  were  united. 

|  Creffida  feems  to  be  a  corruption  of  %£v<rv$t vg,  “  golden  water.”  Tradition  Brill 
points  out  this  as  the  fpot  where  Ulyffes  h  laid  to  have  prefented  himfelf  before  Nau- 
licaa:  and  Homer  certainly  could  not  have  fde&ed  a  iituation  more  appropriate  for 
fuch  an  incident. 
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There  bending  vines  their  purple  pride  difplay, 

And  peaches  ripen  in  the  fummer  ray  ; 

There  fwells  the  fig  to  more  than  common  fize, 

And  various  fruits  in  rich  fucceflion  rife  : 

No  chilly  hlafts  the  tender  germ  aflail, 

By  mountains  fhelter’d  from  each  ruder  gale  j 
The  rip’ning  fruits  no  blafting  mildews  fear. 

Nor  fails  the  vernal  promife  of  the  year. 

Oft  for  thefefhades  *,  where  nature  reigns  alone, 

Would  great  Alcinous  quit  his  regal  throne  5 
And  thefe  the  fcenes  whofe  beauties  could  infpird 
The  mighty  father  of  the  Grecian  lyre  : 

Nor  ftill  the  monarch  nor  the  mufe  they  wrong* 

But  fmile  in  nature  as  they  bloom  in  fong. 

Far  to  the  right,  as  from  Criflida’s  fource 
I  trace  the  Naiad  through  her  devious  courfe, 

O’er  the  declining  hills,  in  profpedl  new, 

The  diftant  ocean  burfts  upon  my  view. 

There  hands,  for  ever  rooted  in  the  fea, 

The  monument  of  Neptune’s  hern  decree  f, 

Whofe  rugged  lines  a  fhip’s  rude  femblance  keep  j 
And  hill  it  fee  ms  to  plough  the  foaming  deep, 

Juft  at  the  point,  where  parting  rocks  divide, 

And  yield  reludlant  entrance  to  the  tide. 

The  curving  fhores  on  either  fide  give  place, 

And  fold  the  waters  in  their  wide  embrace ; 

A  beauteous  lake  the  fpreading  waters  form. 

Secure  from  winds,  impervious  to  the  ftorrn. 

Here  once,  proud  ifle  !  thy  conqu'ring  navies  rodejf 
And  wealth  and  trade  in  plenteous  current  flow’d  : 

E’en  now,  in  thought,  I  fee  the  bufy  ft  rand 
Throng’d  with  the  merchants  of  each  diftant  land ; 

With  fancy’s  eye  thy  wide  bazars  behold, 

Enrich’d  with  Perfia’s  filk,  and  Afric’s  gold ; 

Thy  fleets,  that  waft  Arabia’s  balmy  fpoil. 

Or  bear  to  foreign  fhores  thy  native  oil. 

The  bright  illufion  clothes  yon  eaftern  height, 

And  palaces  and  temples  meet  my  fight : 

> 

%  It  is  irapoffible  for  any  one,  who  traverfes  the  fliores  of  the  old  harbour  with  the 
Qdyfley  in  his  recolleftion,  to  doubt  the  perfonal  acquaintance  of  Homer  with  the 
fcenery  Of  Corfu,  or  to  hefitate  in  aligning  the  garden  of  Alcinous  to  the  lpot  here 
described,  which  lies  at  the  weftern  extremity  of  the  harbour,  and  is  ftill  excluhvely 

devoted  to  the  fame  fort  of  culture.  .  . 

+  The  ftiip  of  Ulyffes,  as  it  is  ftill  denominated,  is  another  convincing  proot  that 

the  Ph&acia  of  Homer  was  not  merely  a  pi6ture  of  his  imagination.  The  fituation  ot 

this  little  rock,  in  the  midft  of  the  narrow  channel  which  forms  the  entrance  ot  the 
old  harbour,  fuggefts  moft  naturally  the  idea  of  a  veffel  arrefted  at  the  moment 
when  the  is  entering  the  port :  and  its  fsze  and  appearance  are  by  no  means  incon¬ 
gruous  with  this  poetical  metamorphofis.  ... 

(j d iin#  xui. 

fjJi]  There, 
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There,  feated  on  the  cliffy  impending  brow, 

Thy  citadel  commands  the  port  below  : 

With  confcious  pride  overlooks  the  fubjeft  plain. 
And  frowns  indignant  on  the  proftrate  main. 

The  fpell  diflblves !  nor  can  my  fearching  eye 
One  relic  of  thy  former  pomp  defcry  : 

Save,  that  yon  rifing  bank  of  olive  {hows 
Where  once  the  ftately  theatre  arofe*. 

Thine  ancient  harbour  chok’d  with  riling  fand. 

No  footfteps  mark  the  folitary  ftrand  ; 

While  finny  Ihoals  through  defart  waters  ftray. 

And  fea-gulls  hover  o’er  their  deftin’d  prey. 

Far  from  the  dreary  fcene  mine  eye  retires 
To  Corfids  diftant  walls,  and  riling  fpires : 

Where,  fpringing  from  the  ocean’s  rocky  bedy 
Ifthone  +  fternly  lifts  her  tow’ring  head. 

Rever’d  for  ever  be  Ifthone’s  name. 

To  valour  facred,  nor  unknown  to  fame  ; 

Since  on  her  rugged  brow,  in  honour’s  caufe, 

The  noble  guardians  of  Corcyra’s  laws. 

Their  laft  defpairing  effort  bravely  tried. 

And  ftrove,  in  vain,  to  Item  rebellion’s  tide. 

When  civil  difcord  fcourg’d  the  fufF’ring  land. 
And  mad  fedition  raifed  her  flaming  brand  j 
WThilft  blood  fiain’d  anarchy,  with  furious  yell, 
Rufti’d  forth,  like  Ate  from  the  depths  of  hell ; 
And  Corinth,  vainly  feeking  to  afluage 
Her  offspring’s  ftrife,  provok’d  their  impious  rage  j 
Corcyra  fiercely  turn’d,  with  rebel  hate. 

Her  guilty  arms  againft  the  parent  ftate. 

Athenian  wiles  her  factious  councils  fway’d, 
Athenian  arms fupplied  infidious  aid  ; 

Till  injur’d  Corinth  mourn’d  her  vanquifli’d  fleet. 
And  faw  Corcyra  at  her  rival’s  feet. 


*  The  area  of  this  theatre,  which  may  be  diltinClly  traced,  is  the  only  relic  of  ge¬ 
nuine  antiquity  in  the  fpot  where  Corcyra  flood,  and  which  is  ftiil  called  Palzeopoli. 
Fragments  of  columns  and  extenfive  foundations  are  frequently  difcovered  among 
the  gardens  which  at  prefent  occupy  this  fite,  but  nothing  fufficiently  perfeCt  to  lead 
to  even  a  probable  conjecture  of  its  former  deflination.  A  large  bafilicon,  of  the 
date  of  the  Emperor  Jovian,  Hill  remains  entire  ;  and  in  another  church,  of  ftiil 
more  recent  foundation,  are  prel'erved  a  few  columnns  of  verde  antique,  and  other 
valuable  marbles. 

-p  Ifthone,  the  lofty  and  extenfive  mountain,  which  now  bears  the  name  of 
St.  Salvador. 

In  the  account  of  the  Corcyrean  fedition  which  follows,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
adhere,  as  clofely  as  polfible,  to  the  narrative  of  Thucydides.  It  is  almoft  unneccf- 
fary  to  remind  the  reader,  that  Corcyra  was  a  Corinthian  colony,  and  that  this  for¬ 
midable  fedition,  which  broke  out  in  the  firft  year  of  the  85th  Olympiad  (B.  C.  439) 
was  the  caufe  of  the  great  Peloponnefian  war. 

See  Thucydides,  Lib.  0.. 

Meanwhile, 
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Meanwhile,  the  noble  and  illuftrious  few 
-lu  faith  unfhaken,  and  to  honour  true. 

Were  fternly  doom'd  on  foreign  ftiores  to  know 
A  wretched  life  of  penury  and  woe. 

But,  ah  !  can  diftance  quench  the  patriots  flame  ? 

Or  wrongs  efface  a  bleeding  country's  claim  ? 

How  vain  the  thonght !  .Where'er  thofe  footfteps  ftray 
That  bear  him  from  his  native  land  away. 

Indignant  though  the  exile  quit  his  home, 

And,  like  Camillus,  curfe  ungrateful  Rome, 

Some  kindred  fcene  will  meet  his  tearful  eyes, 

Some  fad  remembrance  in  his  bofom  rife : 

His  heart  ftill  melting,  as  he  ftili  recedes. 

Forgets  its  wrongs,  and  for  its  country  bleeds® 

Thus,  many  a  year,  where  Achelous  guides 
His  turbid  wave,  or  mild  Eurotas  glides. 

With  penfivo  ftep  the  joylefs  exiles  rov’d. 

And  fondly  linger’d  near  the  fpot  they  lov'd® 

At  length,  indignant,  they  colledl  their  powers, 

Where  old  Buthrotum  #  rears  her  warlike  towers. 

Ill-fated  warriors !  foon  the  eaftern  gale 
With  unpropitious  breezes  fills  your  fail  j 
And,  as  it  wafts  you  to  your  native  home, 

But  fpeeds  your  paiTage  to  the  deftin’d  tomb. 

And  now,  reftor’d  to  lov’d  Corey ra’s  ftrand, 

Array'd  in  martial  pride  I  fee  them  ftand. 

While  penfive  courage  gleams  from  ev’ry  eye  ; 

Too  few  to  conquer,  yet  refolved  to  die. 

Long,  ’midft  the  ruins  of  their  falling  ftate, 

I  mark  the  heroes  ilruggling  with  their  fate  ; 

I  view  them  on  Ifthone’s  rocky  height. 

From  cliff  to  cliff  renew  the  doubtful  fight ; 

Till  parch’d  with  thirft,  by  want  and  famine  prefs'd, 

Fainting  with  wounds,  and  unreftor’d  by  reft. 

Their  nervelefs  arms  no  more  the  falchion  wield. 

They  fink  exhaufted,  and,  defpairing,  yield® 

Recklefs  of  life,  whofe  ev’ry  charm  was  paft. 

As  wither’d  oaks  defy  the  ftormy  blaft, 

The  vanquifh’d  chiefs,  fuperior  to  their  fate. 

In  Ptichia’s  ifle+  their  final  doom  await ; 


*  Now  called  Bucintro,  a  Email  town  and  fortrefs, , formerly  iubjedt  to  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  but  now  to  the  Pacha  of  Joannina  :  fituated  nearly  oppofite  to  the  foot  ot  St. 


Salvador. 

f  This  beautiful  little  ifland,  now  called  Scoglio  di  Vidoy  lies  in  the  harbour,  and 
oppofite  to  the  city  of  Corfu,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  die 
Ihore.  It  was  highly  cultivated,  and  covered  with  vineyards  and  olive  groves  before 
the  year  1800,  when  the  French  deftroyed  the  plantations,  and  reduced  it  to  a  bar¬ 
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While  thirft  of  blood  inflames  the  madd'ning  crowd* 
Fir’d  with  revenge,  of  guilty  conqueft  proud. 

Oh,  mercy  !  deareft  attribute  of  heav’n  I 
Belt  pledge  of  hope,  for  mortal  folace  giv’n  ! 

Thou  great  prerogative  of  godlike  fouls ! 

Whofe  gen’rous  fire  thy  foothing  fpell  controuls  ; 

In  noble  breaks  thy  pure  emotions  live. 

Alone  who  know  to  pity  and  forgive  : 

But  when  plebeian  rage,  in  evil  hour, 

WTith  ftep  profane  invades  the  throne  of  pow’r, 
Unheard  thy  voice,  unmark’d  thy  pleading  tears. 
Urg’d  by  his  hate,  and  counfell’d  by  his  fears. 

The  iron  defpot  tracks  his  path  with  blood, 

And  proudly  tramples  on  the  great  and  good. 

Yet,  though  the  voice  of  pity  feldom  charms 
The  rebel’s  vengeance,  or  his  fear  difarms. 

The  vigor’s  fierce  intent  feem’d  half  fubdued. 

As  Tons  for  fires,  for  brothers  brothers  fued  ; 

Infidious  Athens  faw  with  jealous  eyes 
The  tender  conflict  in  their  bofoms  rife  ; 

Nor  blufh’d  her  deflin’d  conqueft  to  fecure 
By  arts  too  treach’rous,  and,  alas !  too  fure  *. 

Deluded  victims  !  whither  would  ye  fly 
While  treafon  lurks,  and  vengeance  hovers  nigh  ? 
The  fiends  that  prompt  your  flight  your  fteps  betray, 
And  ruthlefs  faction  feizes  on  its  prey  ! 

Here  let  the  Mufe  in  pity  draw  the  veil. 

Nor  paint  the  fequel  of  the  horrid  tale : 

Nor  tell  how,  'midft  her  Tons'  funereal  fires 
Corcyra’s  ancient  liberty  expires. 

Fain  would  her  hand  your  tomb  with  laurel  crown. 
Martyrs  of  honour  1  vi&ims  of  renown  ! 

Hence,  though  by  heav’n  untaught  the  hero’s  name 
To  blazon  in  the  deathlefs  rolls  of  fame. 

With  confcious  pride  her  feeble  lyre  {fie  ftrung 
To  deeds,  which  nobler  bards  have  left  unfiing. 

Nor  lefs  their  fame,  who  from  their  native  cosft 
In  later  times  repell’d  th’  invading  hoft  ; 

And,  from  yon  triple  rampart’s  +  iron  brow. 

Hurl’d  proud  defiance  on  the  affailing  foe, 


What 


*  Xwehu&o vlo  U  tS  O'Ottfltf  rmifctf  £'£"6  aftgi&V  TWV  TTgOCparw  y£V£c8(tlj  Hal  T 
vt^vvirafxiyeg  a$i£?£pov  tyyEifio-ai,  oi  g-gartiyoi  vaiv  ’AQwaloo.v ,  xalafoihot  ovls? 
fjtr\  av  @y\£{9ui  vir  aWocv  bloli  auloi  If  StJCgXutv  \i rXeov  rijv  Tifxijv  tojj  hyurt 

vgowffofirtti.  This  palfage,  from  the  narrative  of  an  Athenian  writer  is,  I  conceive, 
a  fatisfactory  demonftratiou  of  the  part  which  his  countrymen  took  in  this  affair ; 
their  political  motives  are  too  evident  too  require  auy  comment. 

Tiiucyd.  (3.  47.  Hudson’s  Edition. 

T  Corfu  is  defended  by  two  citadels  and  a  triple  chain  of  fortifications  towards  the 
land  fide.  Thefe  works,  which  are  perforated  in  N^very  direction  with  covered  gal¬ 
leries, 
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What  time  the  Ottoman,  with  ruthlefs  forces 
Like  wintry  torrents  in  their  wildeft  courfe. 

On  Europe  pour’d  the  deluge  of  his  arms. 

And  fill’d  the  Chriftian  world  with  dire  alarms. 

From  Gandia’s  tow’rs  in  Chriftian  (laughter  dy’d, 

Whofe  bulwarks  long  the  infidel  defied  ; 

Still  breathing  vengeance,  and  imbru’d  with  gore^ 

He  fought,  Corcyrai  thy  devoted  fhore  ; 

Full  on  thy  coaft  his  fquadrons  urg?d  their  way, 

And  deem’d  thy  fertile  fields  an  eafy  prey  ; 

But  deem’d  in  vain.  From  each  furrounding  land 
The  championsof  the  crofs,  a  dauntlefs  band, 

With  grief  recalling  Candia’s  fatal  plain, 

Their  faith  inful  ted,  and  their  brethren  flain, 

Their  facred  banners  to  the  wind  difplay’d. 

And  *  nations  rufti’d  impetuous  to  thine  aid  : 

From  where  Otranto’s  rugged  cliffs  arife, 

And  the  wild  Apennine  fupports  the  Ikies ; 

Or  where  Liguria.,  thron’d  in  wealthy  pride, 

.Sees  at  her  feet  the  ftream  of  commerce  glide.; 

From  genial  climes,  and  fcenes  for  ever  gay, 

Where  bleft  “Etruria  courts  the  fummer  ray  ; 

Or  foft  Neapolis  the  fenfe  invites 
T'o  varied  joys,  and  ever  new  delights  .; 

From  damp  Ravenna,  and  the  mouths  of  Po  ; 

From  plains  where  Tibur’s  claflic  waters  flow  j 
From  Brenta’s  bank,  and  Padua's  learned  bow’rs^ 

'Verona’s  palaces,  and  Mantua’s  tow’rs  ; 

But  chief,  from  where  encircling  waters  lave 
The  miftrefs  of  the  Adriatic  wave. 

Around  her  banners  throng’d,  from  ev*ry  fide^ 

Temefwar’s  chiefs,  and  Auftria’s  warlike  pride  : 

And  bleak  Dalmatia  pour’d  her  hardy  fwarms, 

And  fierce  Sclavonia  call’d  her  fons  to  arms. 

For  Venice,  erft  impatient  that  a  ftain 
Should  dim  the  glories  of  her  ancient  reign, 

Confpicuous  (hone  in  deeds  of  warlike  fame^ 

♦Beneath  theihelter  of  her  pow’rful  name  ; 

ieries,  and  confidered  by  Tome  as  equal  to  thofe  of  Malta,  were,  for  the  raoft  part, 
conftrudted  previoully  to  the  fiege  of  this  city  by  the  Turkilh  force,  which  was  com« 
inenced  immmediately  alter  the  termination  of  tbafc  of  Candia,  A.D.  1645,  and 
raifed  about  five  years  afterwards  with  eonfiderable  lot's  on  the  part  of  the  afiailants. 
The  vigorous  refillance  that  the  Turks  experienced  before  Corfu  gave  an  effeilual 
check  to  the  progrefs  of  their  arms,  which  had  at. that  time, fpread  lb  great  an  alarm 
throughout  Chriftendom. 

*  At  the  fiege  of  Corfu,  as  at  that  of  Candia,  the  Venetian  armies  were  Itrongly 
reinforced  by  volunteers  from  every  part  of  Chriftendom,  and  more  particularly  from 
the  Italian,  Auftrian,  and  Hungarian  ftates. 

[3  S  4]  i  Whilft 
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Whil ft  tributary  nations  dwelt  in  peace, 

And  Rome's  proud  daughter  rul'd  the  fons  of  Greece* 
Nor  lefs  the  foe,  whofe  arms  had  borne  away 
The  bloody  palm  of  many  a  well  fought  day  : 

No  more  to  conquer.  Fain  the  Mufe  would  tell 
Beneath  whofe  arms  their  braveft  leaders  fell ; 

But  dark  oblivion  ftirouds  each  glorious  name. 

And  fate,  which  crown'd  their  valour,  wrongs  their  fame. 
Let  Europe,  with  exulting  voice,  record 
The  final  triumph  of  the  Chriftian  fword  ; 

How,  ftill  difplay'd,  the  winged  lion  flew 
Victorious  o'er  the  rampart  of  Corfu  : 

While  the  fierce  Saracen,  overwhelm'd  with  fhame, 
Defpairing  fled,  and  curfed  the  Chriftian  name. 


The  Heroes  and  Bards  of  Greece,  From  the  Same * 

RAPT  in  extatic  thought  my  foul  furreys 
The  pride  of  Greece  in  long-forgotten  days; 

Beyond  or  fpace  or  time  purfues  her  flight. 

And  all  Elyfium  rifes  to  her  fight. 

See,  where,  reftor'd  in  all  its  ancient  pride. 

The  temple  opes  its  Doric  portals  wide  l 
And,  lo !  emerging  from  the  diftant  cloud 
That  o’er  the  altar  fpreads  its  awful  fhroud, 

Like  meteors  flalhing  o’er  the  darken'd  Ikies, 

The  glimm'ring  fhades  of  demigods  arife  ! 

Now,  gaining  on  the  fenfe,  diftind;  and  flow. 

Like  pencii’d  forms,  the  fleeting  lhadows  glow* 
Behold  the  mighty  fage  !  whofe  pow'rful  mind 
Th*  Athenian  tribes  in  focial  bonds  combin’d  ; 

And  him  !  whofe  brow  infpires  relu&ant  awe. 

The  man  that  founded  Sparta’s  iron  law. 

Next  thefe  in  flow  fucceffion  move  along 
The  ancient  mafiers  of  the  facred  fong  : 

He,  who  the  frozen  rocks  of  Thrace  could  move, 

Or  wake  to  life  Dodona’s  lift'ning  grove  ; 

Who  fung  how  order  rofe,  and  heav’nly  light. 

In  juft  fucceffion  from  the  womb  of  night : 

And  he,  whofe  daring  ftrains  revealed  to  earth 
The  fecret  tale  of  each  immortal  birth. 

Or  taught  the  ruftic  train  beneath  what  fign 
To  turn  the  foil  and  prune  the  fpreading  vine ; 

What  ftars  propitious  to  their  labour  rile. 

And  which  bellows  increafe,  and  which  denies. 


POETRY.  [1017 

Hark  !  great  Alcasus  ftrikes  the  Lefbian  lyre  ; 

And  Sappho  breathes  the  fong  of  foft  defire ; 

Anacreon  warms  his  frozen  age  with  wine. 

While  rofy  braids  his  fiiver  locks  entwine : 

With  loftier  port  and  confcious  greatnefs  move 
Callimachus,  that  hymn'd  immortal  Jove, 

Theocritus,  who  told  in  Doric  ftrains 
The  loves  and  labours  of  Sicilian  fwains. 

The  mighty  Theban,  whofe  afpiring  mufe 
On  eagle  wing  her  dauntlefs  flight  purfues. 

The  awful  bard,  whofe  facred  numbers  flow 
In  wildeft  ecftacy  of  tragic  woe, 

Of  fad  Prometheus  tell  the  endlefs  pain. 

Or  ling  the  horrors  of  the  Theban  plain  i 
And  fee  !  the  rival  of  his  later  years, 

In  pride  majeftic  Sophocles  appears  ; 

And  he,  whofe  mournful  numbers  taught  the  ftage, 

Medea’s  wrongs  and  Ph^dra's  impious  rage@ 

Led  by  the  Mufe’s  hand,  in  fight lefs  trance 
I  fee  the  chief  of  Epic  fong  advance  : 

A  golden  fillet  binds  the  locks  of  fnow 
That  thinly  crown  his  venerable  brow  ; 

Wildly  his  hand  explores  the  facred  ihell. 

And  Nature,  trembling,  owns  the  powerful  fpell : 

Around  him  throng,  to  catch  the  Toothing  ftrain, 

The  brave  who  fought  on  Ilion’s  fatal  plain* 

Near  thefe,  in  radiant  arms,  the  heroes  ftand 
Whofe  later  valour  freed  their  native  land  : 

Triumphant  chiefs  and  victims  of  renown 
Whom  cyprefs  wreaths,  or  myrtle  chaplets  crown ! 

Each,  on  the  circle  of  his  batter’d  fliield. 

Bears  the  device  of  fome  viftorious  field* 

Behold  the  dauntlefs  few  whofe  trophies  tell 
How  at  Thermopylae  they  nobly  fell ! 

And  thofe  at  Marathon  who  fought  and  bled. 

Before  whofe  arms  the  vanquiflied  fatrap  fled  ! 

Or  where  Platsea  fpreads  her  wat’ry  plain  ! 

Or  Salamis  repels  th*  iEgean  main  ! 

And  him,  the  fun  of  Thebes,  whofe  warlike  pride 
Rofe  with  his  arm,  and  perilled  when  he  died  ! 

And  great  Timoleon,  freedom’s  deareft  fon  ! 

And  the  unconquer’d  foul  of  Phocion  ! 

Mark  where  approaching  to  the  facred  ftirine, 

Around  whofe  bafe  eternal  laurels  twine, 

Th’  hiftoric  minifters  of  truth  unfold 
The  mighty  deeds  in  glory’s  page  enroll’d* 

The 
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The  Carian  fage,  with  energy  fublime. 

Unveils  the  fculptur’d  obelilk  of  time  : 

’Twas  his  to  pierce,  with  more  than  mortal  fight, 
Through  ancient  darknefs  and  oblivious  night. 

Of  deeds  long  paft  to  trace  the  fecret  fprings. 

The  rife  of  empires  and  the  fate  of  kings. 

Nor  lefs  illuftrious,  by  the  altar’s  fide, 

The  boaft  of  Athens,  and  of  Greece  the  pride, 
Thucydides  appears  ;  in  either  hand 
He  wields  the  blood-dain’d  fword  and  flaming  brand. 
In  awful  beauty,  o’er  his  laurelled  brows 
The  martial  maid  her  fable  aegis  throws ! 

To  him  alike  reveal’d  in  all  her  charms. 

The  depths  of  council,  and  the  pride  of  arms ; 

With  glowing  eloquence  {he  damps  the  page 
That  confeerates  his  name  to  every  age. 

Whence  burfts  this  flood  of  light,  before  whofe  ray 
Heav’ns  azure  concave  feeins  to  Ihrink  away  ? 

As  if  fome  daring  hand  afide  had  thrown 

The  myflic  veil  that  (hrouds  the  world  unknown, 

Bid  mortal  fenfe  the  vafl  abyfs  explore. 

And  tempt  the  tracklefs  deep,  unbounded  by  a  ftiore. 

Lo  !  where,  enthron’d  amidd  the  rolling  fpheres. 
His  awful  front  majeftic  Plato  rears. 

Such  as  of  old,  on  Sunium’s  rocky  fide, 

Or  where  Hidiis*  facred  waters  glide, 

From  reafon’s  light  he  taught  the  lift’ning  youth 
Of  moral  beauty,  or  eternal  truth ; 

Or  in  myfterious  fymbols  half  conceal’d 
The  fecret  lore  which  Memphis  had  reveal’d. 

Now,  clear’d  from  mortal  mills,  his  eagle  fight 
Expatiates  freely  through  the  realms  of  light: 

\  Infpir’d  by  truth  he  lings  in  bolder  drain 
What  pow’r  combines  creation’s  golden  chain  j 
How  worlds  obey  the  geometric  laws 
Eflablilh’d  by  the  great  eternal  Caufe  ; 

And  whence  in  human  breads  immortal  glows 
Th’  ethereal  flame,  which  heav'n  itfelf  bedows ; 

Till,  riling  with  its  theme,  the  lofty  ode 
Afcends  from  nature  to  the  throne  of  God. 

Unfeen  celedial  beings  hover  nigh, 

And  pour  their  fweet  accordant  mindrelfy  ; 

Through  boundlefs  fpace  the  facred  hymn  prolong, 

And  worlds  unnumbered  join  the  choral  fong. 
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The  Complaint  of  Valence,  From  the  Four  Slaves  of  Cythera ,  a  Romance , 

by  the  Rev,  Robert  Bland, 

THRICE  o’er  the  myftic  fcroll  fhe  read,  and  wept, 

Till  from  a  night  of  terror  and  unreft. 

Calm  dumber  o’er  her  jaded  fpirits  crept. 

And  razed  out  forrow*s  record  from  her  breaft. 

Propt  on  an  antique  root  in  peace  Ihe  flept — 

Birds,  waters,  lend  their  mufic  to  her  reft  ; 

Till  ere  the  fun  his  mid-day  courfe  had  ran, 

;She  heard  the  plainings  of  a  mournful  man  ; 

And  on  the  mofs  beheld  a  chieftain  lie. 

As  if  but  late  the  battle  he  forfook  ; 

One  while  he  feemed  to  gaze  on  vacancy. 

Now  mute  and  mournful  pored  upon  a  book  ; 

Now  rapt  in  mazy  reafoning,  bent  his  eye 
On  the  calm  mirror  of  that  cryftal  brook  t 
His  fteed  unbridled  ranged  the  flowery  field, 

And  on  a  beech  were  hung  his  helmet,  glaive,  and  lhiekL 

And  thus  with  plaintive  voice  he  filled  the  (hade : 

“  How  vain  is  wifdom,  and  how  weak  the  wife. 

Who,  when  o’erwhelming  ills  our  peace  invade, 

From  open  foes  or  ambufhed  enemies, 

Our  faint  and  (huddering  nature  would  perfuade. 

Alike  to  hold  our  joys  and  miferies  : 

Nor  comfort  in  a  kindly  tear  to  feek 
From  the  full  heart,  when  forrow  bids  it  break  ! 

* (  Nor  wifer  they,  who  bid  affe&ions  fleep, 

And  from  a  loathed  world  retiring  hafte ; 

For  e’en  in  glooms  unpierceable  and  deep, 

Intrudes  the  keen  remembrance  of  the  paft  : 

Nor  they  who  would  in  toil  their  memory  fteep 
In  peaceful  ftole,  or  horrid  armour  braced ; 

For  every  interval  that  gives  repofe, 

Feeds  the  foul  weed,  that  poifons  as  it  grows. 

For  I  have  fought,  the  terror  of  the  plain, 

From  clime  to  clime,  my  hands  with  blood  imbrued : 

Rife  fpirits  of  the  brave  in  manhood  flain, 

And,  captives,  burft  your  bands  of  fervitude. 

BJufh  for  your  conqueror  now,  and  with  difdain 
Behold  him  low  on  earth,  by  grief  fubdued  ; 


Blufti 
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Blufh  for  the  man  who  lately  caufed  your  fears, 

With  more  than  woman’s  weaknefs  bathed  in  tears. 

$c  But  thou,  falfe  maid,  with  deeper  blufhes  glow. 

Source  of  my  wanderings  thou,  and  wayward  deeds. 

For  whom  in  vain  my  idle  forrows  flow. 

As  day  to  day  with  filent  tread  fucceeds ; 

For  whom  I  rove  and  flcken  as  I  go. 

And  languifli  of  a  wound  that  inly  bleeds  : 

And  Heaven  referves  me  yet  from  battle  free. 

To  feel  the  ftroke  of  death  from  only  thee. 

S€  Thy  anfwering  fmile  with  rapture  made  me  bleft. 

Pure  as  the  joys  of  happy  fouls  above  ; 

Thy  faithlefs  treafon  ftole  me  from  my  reft, 

From  home  and  friends  a  baniihed  man  to  rove : 

But  yet  thy  form  is  imaged  in  my  breaft, 

And  warms  again  my  frozen  heart  to  love ; 

And  as  I  give  the  lovely  lhape  a  name. 

By  tears  unquenched  I  feed  the  living  flame. 

A  tender  maid  is  like  a  floweret  fweet, 

Within  the  covert  of  a  garden  born  ; 

Nor  flock,  nor  hind,  difturb  the  calm  retreat. 

But  on  the  parent  ftalk  it  blooms  untorn, 

Refrefhed  by  vernal  rains  and  gentle  heat. 

The  balm  of  evening  and  the  dews  of  morn  : 

Youths  and  enamoured  maidens  vie  to  wear 

This  flower,  their  bofom’s  grace,  or  curled  around  their  hair. 

€i  No  fooner  gathered  from  the  vernal  bough. 

Where  frefli  and  blooming  to  the  fight  it  grew, 

Than  all  who  marked  its  opening  beauty  blow, 

Forfake  the  tainted  fweet  and  faded  hue. 

And  (he  who  yields,  forgetful  of  her  vow, 

To  one  but  newly  loved,  anothers  due, 

Shall  live,  (though  high  for  heavenly  beauty  prized,) 

By  youths  unhonoured  and  by  maids  defpifed. 

Oh,  lolante !  what  fo  fair  a  flower 
Was  ever  fair,  was  ever  pure  like  thee  ? 

Oh,  lolante  l  what  malignant  power 
Has  made  another  rich  and  rifled  me  ? 

I  faw  thy  beauties  ripening  every  hour. 

And  when  I  hailed  my  happy  deftiny, 

A  ftranger  came,  and  gathered  for  his  own. 

The  rofe  I  fondly  marked  for  mine  alone. 


u  Since 
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€€  Since  when  with  helmet,  brand,  and  battle-fpear. 

Far  from  the  pleafance  of  his  native  bounds, 

Far  from  thofe  eyes  that  wont  his  heart  to  cheat. 

Mid  lights  of  havock  and  unfeemly  wounds. 

Valence  has  journey'd  through  the  tedious  year, 

Till  called  to  combat  for  his  country's  grounds ; 

And  on  that  verdant  marge  reclines  again, 

Once  known  with  joy,  remembered  now  with  pain. 

S(  Fair  winding  vale,  and  thou  delicious  ft  ream, 

Enchanting  birds,  and  beafts  that  haunt  the  plain  | 

And  thou  green  path,  where  fondly  yet  I  dream 
To  mark  fome  print  of  her,  beloved  in  vain  ! 

Unaltered  yet,  and  frefti  to  me  ye  feem, 

And  fmile,  as  in  rebuke  upon  my  pain  ; 

No  likenefs  to  my  happy  felf  I  find 
In  thefe  dim  eyes,  in  this  diftempered  mind. 

But  if  from  reft  and  happinefs  to  fly. 

And  all  that  once  I  languiftied  to  behold. 

If  my  heart's  image  painted  in  my  eye. 

Or  grief,  in  ftifled  accents,  hardly  told, 

If  ever  to  complain,  to  weep,  to  figh. 

Another  dearer  than  myfelf  to  hold  j 
Feed  on  my  withered  frame,  the  guilt  is  thine, 

Falfe  fair,  but  ever  be  the  fullering  mine®" 


The  Tale  of  Alfred .  From  the  Same* 


iC  BUT  firft,  I  charge  thee,  brim  again  the  bowl, 
To  cheer  thy  fpirits  and  enlarge  thy  foul  j 
For  this  grave  truth  my  memory  ever  keeps, 
Taugfit  by  my  lire,  who  with  his  fathers  lleeps  : 
Whene'er,  he  faid,  (and  yet  I  feem  to  hear 
His  warning  voice  in  accents  fweet  and  clear,) 
Fair  fon,  whene'er  thy  wit  is  dull  with  ufe. 

Be  timely  wife,  nor  fpare  the  enlivening  juice. 
He  faid  ;  and  hence,  in  honour  to  his  name, 

I  ever  hold  in  reverence  that  fame." 

He  fpoke,  nor  failed  he  of  his  own  accord 
With  good  example  to  enforce  the  word  ; 

The  harper  fmiled,  and  by  his  patron  moved, 
The  fage  advice  and  folemn  truth  approved. 
Then  to  another  lay  applied  his  mind, 

And  pondered  long,  nor  yet  a  lay  could  find  j 


For 
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For  this  too  dull  for  Hamet  might  appear, 

And  that,  perhaps,  unmeet  for  ladies  ear. 

Till  now,  by  foft  approving  beauty  bold. 

Of  fair  Zoraida  and  himfelf  he  told, 

And  all  unmarked,  but  as  a  tale  gone  by 
Retraced  in  fong  their  true  love’s  hiftory : 

Her  eye,  her  brow,  as  ivory  fmooth  and  fair  f 
Her  angel  lip  and  hyacinthine  hair ; 

With  each  peculiar  grace,  fo  nicely  true 
To  breathing  nature  and  herfelf  he  drew, 

That  all  the  portait  in  the  (hade  had  known, 

But  for  the  name  intended  for  her  own. 

The  name,  to  Ifabelle  exchanged,  conveyed 
The  hidden  meaning  to  the  living  maid  ; 

And  Alfred,  turned  to  Theodore,  concealed 
The  youth,  to  nought  but  prying  love  revealed.- 

Himfelf  he  fang  beneath  the  tyrant’s  power. 

And  eyes  that  fparkled  through  the  grated  tower,? 
Cheering  his  eve ;  and  ligns  and  whifpers  foft, 

That  in  mild  evening  foothed  him  from  aloft. 

Pleafed  with  his  theme,  in  light  and  trickfome  mood 
The  guileful  Alfred  thus  his  tale  purfued 
u  Hard  fate  was  Theodore’s,— -to  camps  inured. 
Hazard  and  war  his  boyilh  age  endured, 

Toffed,  in  the  many  fortunes  of  the  times, 

From  temperate  heavens  to  hot  and  fickly  climes  s; 
Now  the  fweet  link  of  friendfhip  he  enjoyed, 

Now  with  rude  hordes  in  iflands  wafte  and  void  ; 

Ere  to  the  ripenefs  of  man’s  years  he  came. 

To  timelefs  age  he  wore  his  youthful  frame  ; 

Yet  e’en  in  thraldom  ftranger  to  defpair. 

Tortured  by  men,  befriended  by  the  fair. 

While  love  and  pity  cheered  his  lonely  cell 
From  thy  fair  eyes,  delightful  Ifabelle. 

<(  Now,  ladies  gay,  full  gladly  you  attend 
Your  lowly  minftrel  to  his  ftory’s  end, — 

How  love  was  crown’d,  and  Theodore  fet  free 
From  fervile  toil  and  hard  captivity  ; 

For  that  you  wifli  the  loving  pair  fuccefs, 

From  all  your  looks  and  whifpers  well  I  guefs. 

u  This  Theodore,  though  trained  to  rugged  fight. 
Yet  was  in  footh  a  gentle,  courteous  knight. 

Who,  when  at  eve  the  buiy  camp  was  ftill. 

In  mufic  exercifed  his  happy  {kill, 


Till 
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Till  the  fweet  art,  by  dudious  zeal  obtained. 

That  foothed  his  thraldom,  now  his  freedom  gained : 

And  oft  the  lovely  Ifabelle  would  deign 
To  liften  and  applaud  the  minftrel's  drain. 

But  as  old  Guzman,  with  fufpicious  care, 

For  ever  tended  on  his  daughter  fair. 

The  youth,  who  deemed  that  ever  thus  to  figb. 

Though  very  loving,  was  exceeding  dry, 

Contrived  a  virelay  in  carelefs  guife 
To  woo  the  fair  before  the  dotard's  eyes.’* 

Song  to  Ifabelle . 

My  veflfel  is  gallant,  and  froooth  is  the  wave. 

My  crew  and  my  comrades  are  faithful  and  brave. 

Be  to-morrow  the  day,  and  bright  noontide  the  hour^ 

Then  prepared  for  efcape  let  us  enter  the  bower  ; 

And  led  our  departure  thy  father  delay. 

My  art  (hall  beguile  him,  and  lead  him  away. 

Then,  lady,  to  fly  if  thy  heart  be  refigned. 

Leave  a  ring  for  a  token  revealing  thy  mind. 

s<  For  fcantly  my  finger  (hall  dray  o’er  my  !yrer 
Ere  a  firanger  (ball  enter,  and  baffle  thy  fire, 

And  raifing  his  forehead  enfeamed  with  a  fear. 

Shall  rumour  of  tumult,  and  havoc  of  war, 

With  a  tale  of  falfe  import  (hall  break  his  repofer 
And  lead  him  from  home  to  encounter  his  foes. 

Then,  lady,  to  fly  if  thy  heart  be  refigned, 

Leave  a  ring  for  a  token  revealing  thy  mind, 

ss  Then  away  with  thy  lover,  and  trud  to  the  gale, 

That  aufpicious  to  love  (hall  embofom  the  fail ; 

No  dorm  (hall  imperil  thy  courfe  o’er  the  flood, 

But  fweet  halcyons  (hall  murmur  thee  bodements  of  good  p 
Unharm’d  by  rude  breakers  thy  vefifel  (hall  urge, 

While  the  breezes  but  warble,  and  ripple  the  furge. 

Then,  lady  ,  to  fly  if  thy  heart  be  refigned, 

Leave  a  ring  for  a  token  revealing  thy  mind. 

ts  Nor  deem  that  I  woo  thee  away  from  thy  home, 

O’er  waters  unfathom’d  fair  lady  to  roam, 

In  fome  pitilefs  region  to  make  thy  retreat. 

By  winter  ingloom’d,  or  diftemper’d  by  heat ; 

For  gay  are  our  vallies  that  laugh  to  the  beams. 

Where  the  fruitage  is  glowing,  and  healthful  the  dreams. 

Then,  lady,  to  fly  if  thy  heart  be  refigned. 

Leave  a  ring  for  a  token  revealing  thy  mind. 

And 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 

if  And  brave  are  our  knights,  and  our  ladies  are  fair* 
The  courteous,  the  grave,  and  the  noble  are  there  ; 
And  the  courteous,  and  noble,  and  grave  fliall  agree, 
When  they  gaze  on  thy  charms,  to  do  homage  to  thee 
While  the  love  that  began  in  the  dawn  of  our  prime 
Shall  be  nurtured  in  filence,  and  foftered  by  time. 
Then,  lady,  to  fly  if  thy  heart  be  refigned. 

Leave  a  ring  for  a  token  revealing  thy  mind. 

((  Thus  Theodore  ; — the  fire  applauded  high 
The  minftrers  art,  and  deemed  his  minftrelfy 
But  as  an  antique  legend  handed  down, 

Nor  dreaded  danger  from  a  feeming  clown. 

Not  fo  the  fair  ;  for  oft  a  look  (he  fiole 
That  to  the  ruftic  knight  revealed  her  foul ; 

She  hailed  a  warrior  in  a  Have’s  difguiie, 

And  frniled  approval  with  her  anfwering  eyes. 

Dear  is  the  Health  of  love — the  whifper  dear. 

That  breathes  the  thought  of  lovers  when  they  fear. 
When  rapture  ventures  and  fufpicion  chains, 

And  dread  with  fond  delire  the  fight  maintains. 

All  eloquence  is  theirs,— the  varying  cheek. 

Eye,  limb,  and  changeful  feature,  learn  to  fpeak  ; 

Nor  more  their  ways  of  utterance,  than  to  know 
The  hidden  heart  from  eye  or  fpeaking  brow  5 
For  well  each  new  emotion  they  divine. 

And  read  a  wilh  in  every  myftic  fign, 

While  from  the  vulgar  crowd  they  hide  their  fires, 
And  in  cold  greetings  malk  their  warm  defires. 

To  end  my  tale  ; — the  mailer  liked  the  drain. 

And  on  the  morrow  vowed  to  hear  again ; 

Then  with  his  daughter  from  the  arbour  went. 

Who  left  a  ring,  the  token  of  confent. 

To-morrow  came, — again  the  fire  approved 
The  fong  that  robbed  him  of  the  maid  beloved  ; 

And,  ere  in  heaven  declined  the  noontide  fun. 

The  ftranger  entered,  and  the  maid  was  won.** 

^  t  ' 

Thus  Alfred  fang  ; — but  oft  his  numbers  failed. 
And  oft  in  turn,  as  hope  and  fear  prevailed, 

Their  wonted  power  his  quivering  lips  forfook. 

And  all  his  frame  with  fudden  tremor  Ihook ; 

More  wan  than  lover’s  palenefs  was  his  cheek, 

His  fingers  marr’d  the  tune,  fubdued  and  weak. 

But  Alfred’s  fear  in  filence  now  be  pall, 

While  to  the  tenor  of  my  tale  I  hafte. 
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Old  Time's  Holiday.  Suggested  on  feeing  a  PiElure  of  Time  playing  on  a 
Harp .  From  Poems,  by  the  Rev.  W.  h.  Bowles,  VoL  IV. 

Though  fwift  the  moments  pafs  along. 

To  lame  they  fcarcely  feern  to  move; 

Whilft  fancy  hugs  her  elfin  fong, 

Of  hope,  of  joyance,  and  of  love. 

AS  through  a  valley  far  remote  I  ftrayed, 

Methought,  befide  a  mould’ring  temple's  ftone> 

The  tale  of  vvhofe  dark  ftru&ure  was  unknown, 

I  faw  the  form  of  Time  :  his  fcythe’s  huge  blade 
Lay  fwathed  in  the  grafs,  whofe  gleam  was  feen 
Fearful,  as  oft  the  wind  the  tuflbcks  green 
Moved  ftirring  to  and  fro  :  the  beam  of  morn 
Call  a  dim  luftre  on  his  look  forlorn ; 

When  touching  a  refponfive  inftrument. 

Stern  O'er  the  chords  his  furrow’d  brow  he  bent* 

Meantime  a  naked  boy,  with  afpedl  fweet. 

Play’d  fmiling  with  the  hour-glafs  at  his  feet ! 

Apart  from  tliefe,  and  in  a  verdant  glade, 

A  lleeping  infant  on  the  mofs  was  laid. 

O’er  which  a  female  form  her  vigils  kept, 

And  watch’d  it,  foftly  breathing,  as  it  flept. 

Then  I  drew  nigh,  and  to  my  lift'ning  ear 
Came,  Healing  foft  and  flow,  this  ditty  clear  ~ 

(<  Lullaby,  ling  lullaby, 

Sweeteft  babe,  in  fafety  lie, 

I  thy  mother  fit  and  fing. 

Nor  hear  of  Time  the  hurrying  wing, 

ic  Here,  where  innocence  repofes, 

Fairy  fylphs  your  fports  delay  ; 

Then  the  breath  of  morning  roles 
From  its  bed  of  blifs  convey. 

Lullaby,  ling  lullaby, 

Sweeteft  babe,  in  in  fafety  lie, 

I  thy  mother  fit  and  ling, 

Nor  hear  of  Time  the  hurrying  wing." 

Hulhed  in  fweet  Humber,  its  calm  eye-lids  clofed. 

One  little  hand  upon  its  heaving  breaft, 

Amidft  the  flowers’the  beauteous  child  repofed, 

And  ring-doves  murmur’d  it  to  ftiller  reft. 

Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX,  New  Series,  [3  T] 
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Unheard,  far  off,  the  mutt’ring  thunder  roll’d, 
Unfeen,  far  off’,  the  meteor  lightnings  play'd, 
When  all  was  funlhine  here,  and  clouds,  like  gold* 
Hung,  as  delaying,  o’er  the  fhadowy  glade. 


1  turned,  and  lo !  a  bevy  bright  and  fair 

Came  dancing,  youths  and  virgins  in  a  throng. 
Heard  ye  the  animated  air 

Rich  tones  of  pleafure  and  of  hope  prolong  ? 

C(  Golden  lads  and  lafles  gay 
Now  is  life’s  fweer  holiday  : 

Time  fhall  lay  by  hjs  fey  the  for  you, 

And  Joy  the  valley  with  frefk  violets  ftrew.” 

{  * . 

Then  fweeter  came,  methought  with  accents  clear. 
The  fong,  in  foft  accordance  to  mine  ear. 

It  faid,  “  O  youth,  ftill  joyous  on  thy  way 
Maylt  thou  be  found,  now  that  her  purple  wing 
The  morning  waves,  and  the  frefh  woodlands  fwg„ 
Nor  let  cold  Wifdom’s  voice  thy  heart  difmay, 
Telling  thee  hope  and  pleafure  laft  not  long ; 

That  age  will  come,  like  pilgrim  poor  and  old. 

And  wan  difeafe,  with  cheerlefs  afpeH  cold  ; 

But  liften  to  my  mirth-infpiring  fong  : 

The  fhadow’d  iandfeape  and  the  golden  fun, 

The  Ikies  fo  pure,  the  vernal  paftures  green, 

And  hills  and  vales,  at  diftance  fofter  feen, 

Invite  thee  life’s  glad  race  fecure  to  run  ; 

Thine  every  joy  the  fmiling  profpeT  yields— 
To-morrow  to  frefh  ffreams  and  fairer  fields 


As  light  of  heart  they  palled  along, 

At  once  the  dark  mufician  changed  his  fong  :• — 


Si  Who,  in  tender  tranfport  lying, 

While  the  gentle  wizard  fmgs, 

Thinks  not  of  the  hour  that’s  flying, 

Or  the  noife  of  human  things  ?” 

I  looked,  and  faw  upon  a  lake,  alone, 

Stealing  beneath  the  bank,  a  little  boat 
(Upon  whofe  fail  the  beams  of  morning  {hone) 

Soft  on  its  fhade  without  a  murmur  float. 

*  “  Golden  lads  and  lafles  mult 

All  follow  thee,  and  turn  to  a  oft.”  Skakefpearz. 
t  To -morrow  to  frefla  woods  and  paftures  new.7’  Milton, 
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Aerial  rocks  gleamed  o’er  the  woods  remote  ■: 

On  all  things  round  there  was  a  filence  deep, 

Save  when  at  times  was  heard  the  turtle’s  note, 

Or  diftant  pipe,  or  bell  of  wand’ring  ftieep. 

Upon  the  bank  myrtles  and  lilies  grew. 

And  fpreading  woodbines  marked  a  fylvan  cave ; 
And  fometimes,  decked  with  flowers  of  various  hue. 
The  green-fward  Hope  defcended  to  the  wave. 

And  in  that  boat,  with  look  that  witnefled  joy 
And  hope,  a  beautiful  and  winged  boy  * 

Sat  at  the  helm,  and  as  the  breezes  fanned 
His  yellow. flirting  hair,  filling  the  fail 
Gently,  he  finiled,  and  lifted  in  his  hand 
A  blooming  may- thorn  whilft  the  wizard  fung, 

Old  Time,  as  he  himfelf  were  beautiful  and  young, 
And  feemed  with  moody  joy  the  fairy  fight  to  hail. 

e(  Blefs  the  hour  endearment  gives  ! 

Who  on  earth’s  cold  climate  lives 
But  has  felt  his  heart  rejoice 
When  woman’s  fmile  and  woman’s  voice 
Hath  fent,  with  magical  controul, 

All  fweetnefs  to  the  foftened  foul, 

66  Oh  !  happinefs,  where  art  thou  found, 

(If  indeed  on  mortal  ground,) 

But  with  faithful  hearts  alone, 

That  love  and  friendfhip  have  made  one— 

In  tendernefs  and  faith  fincere, 

In  affection’s  fweeteft  tear,” 

It  was  a  live-long  holiday  ; 

And  in  that  boat,  far  from  the  faithlefs  crowd. 
They  who  true  love  and  mutual  trufl  avowed, 
Furfued  in  peace  their  folitary  way. 

And  it  was  blifs  to  fee  the  manly  youth, 

Whofe  look  befpoke  flncerity  and  truth 
Gaze  upon  her  he  loved,  as  he  could  blefs 
The  Almighty  Being,  in  the  living  light 
Of  whofe  warm  fun  he  felt  fuch  happinefs, 

Whilft  tears  of  tranfport  almoft  dimmed  his  fight. 
To  tendernefs  and  confidence  refigned, 

On  his  protecting  bofom  file  reclined 
Her  head  :  and  fo,  beneath  the  gleamy  fail 
They  pafled,  amid  the  fummer-fhining  vale. 

*  “  Tpfe  gubernator  refwlens  in  puppe  Cupi^c^p.,,  Ovid . 

[3  Tz] 
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Meantime  the  hoar  mufician  fings. 

Hiding  the  fhadow  of  his  fabie  wings  :• — * 
e(  Come,  and  forget  the  coil  of  human  things  ! 

The  found  of  many  forrows,  that  difmay 
The  fhrinking  heart  of  man,  here  dies  away  ! 

Come^  pure  endearment,  be  this  moment  thine  ; 

Kifs  from  the  lid  the  tears  that  rapturous  fhine. 

And  let  one  fpirit  of  affedlion  fay, 

Blefl  hours,  but  ah  !  too  tranfient  ;  could  ye  flay 
Your  rapid  flight,  how  fweet  were  life's  long  way!’ 

Now  where  a  gloom  of  thicker  myrtles  grew, 
The  fading  vifion  leffened  from  my  view. 

As  far  away  the  ftealing  fhadows  float, 

Still  ev'ning  flowly  fheds  her  umbrage  hoar, 

One  freak  of  light  frays  from  the  parting  boat. 
And  fofteft  founds  die  on  the  dif  ant  fhore. 

I  food  like  one  who  with  delighted  eyes 
Furfues  the  noontide  rainbow  as  it  flies  j 
When  from  a  cloud  that  fapphire-bright  appeared. 
Words,  like  the  found  of  waves  remote,  I  heard  : — . 

(c  Mortal,  would  thy  fearch  obtain 
True  wifdom  in  a  world  of  pain  ? 

Oh,  when  all  the  vailies  ring 
To  mufic  of  life's  opening  fpring. 

Let  not  flattery's  fyren  lay 
Lure  thy  trailing  heart  aflray. 

Let  gaiety's  glad  dance  and  fong 
Detain,  but  not  detain  thee  long. 

Love's  enchanting  visions  gleam, 

But  ah  1  they  are  not  what  they  feem ! 

Nor  yet  let  fullen  care  deflroy 
Vernal  hopes  and  fummer  joy  ! 

Ufe  the  present,  but  not  fo 
That  it  may  lead  to  years  of  woe. 

Take  the  joys  the  Heavens  impart 
With  a  meek,  a  thankful  heart. 

And  think  them,  when  they  fteal  away. 

But  as  companions  of  a  day. 

Love,  and  youth's  delightful  fpring, 

Time  fhall  bear  with  rapid  wing  ; 

But,  when  paffion's  hour  is  part. 

Fidelity  and  truth  fhall  laf, 

Lafl  till  life's  few  fands  are  run. 

And  nature  views  the  finking  fun  ! 

Nor  think  that  then  the  parting  knell 
Sounds  o'er  the  grave  a  laf  farewell  | 
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For  higher,  purer  joys  remain, 

Far  beyond  yon  ftarry  plain  ; 

Where  forrow  fhall  no  lofs  deplore, 

Where  time  and  change  fh all  be  no  more/5 

I  looked,  and  faw  no  more  the  boat,  the  ftream 
Faffed  like  the  lilent  pictures  of  a  dream  : 

I  turned  me  to  the  fpot,  where  with  white  beard 
That  phantom-minftrel  o'er  his  harp  inclined  ; 

I  faw  alone  his  fhadow  vaft,  and  heard 

The  found  of  mighty  pennons  clanging  in  the  wind  ! 


Lines  from  the  firji  Idyll  of  Theocritus*  By  the  Same . 

i 

MARK,  where  the  beetling  precipice  appears. 

The  toil  of  the  old  fliher,  grey  with  years  ; 

Mark,  as  to  drag  the  laden  net  he  drains, 

The  labouring  mufele  and  the  fwelling  veins  I 
There ,  in  the  fun  the  clufler’d  vineyard  bends. 

And  fhines  empurpled  as  the  morn  afcends  ! 

A  little  boy,  with  idly-happy  mien, 

To  guard  the  grapes  upon  the  ground  is  feen  ; 

Two  wily  foxes  creeping  round  appear, 

(The  fcrip  that  holds  his  morning  meal  is  near,) 

One  breaks  the  bending  vine ;  with  longing  lip. 

And  eye  afkance,  one  eyes  the  tempting  fcrip. 

He  plats  and  plats  his  rufliy  net  all  day, 

And  hopes  the  vagrant  grafshopper  his  prey  j 
He  plats  his  nets,  intent  with  idle  care, 

Nor  heeds  how  vineyard,  grape,  or  fcrip  may  fare. 


The  Winds .  By  the  Same0 

WHEN  dark  November  bade  the  leaves  adieu. 

And  the  gale  fung  amid  the  fea-boy's  ilirouds, 

Methought.  I  faw  four  winged  forms,  that  flew. 

With  garments  dreaming  light,  amid  the  clouds. 

From  adverfe  regions  of  the  Iky, 

In  dim  fuccefiion  they  went  by  : 

The  firft,  as  o'er  the  billowy  deep  he  pall. 

Blew  from  his  brazen  trump  a  far-refounding  blaft, 

[3  T  3]  UPon 


1030}  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 

Upon  a  beaked  promontory  high. 

With  dreaming  beard  and  cloudy  brow  fevere, 

Mark’d  ye  the  father  *  of  the  frowning  year  ? 

Dark  vapours  roll’d  o’er  the  tempeftuous  Iky, 

When  creeping  Winter  from  his  cave  came  forth  ; 

**  Stern  courier  of  the  {form,”  he  cried,  “  what  from  the  north  T9' 

North  Wind. 

ts  From  the  vaft  and  defert  deeps, 

WThere  the  lonely  Kraken  fleeps. 

Where  fix’d,  the  icy  mountains  high 
Glimmer  to  the  twilight  Iky  ; 

W7here,  fix  lingering  months  to  laft. 

The  night  has  clofed, — the  day  is  pall,— — 

Father,  lo  !  I  come,  I  come  : 

I  have  heard  the  wizard’s  drum, 

And  the  wither’d  Lapland  hag, 

Seal,  with  muttered  fpell,  her  bag  : 

O’er  mountains  white  and  forelt  fere 
I  flew,  and  with  a  wink  am  here.3’ 

Winter. 

Spirit  of  unwearied  wing, 

From  the  Baltic’s  frozen  main. 

From  the  Rufs’s  bleak  domain, 

Say,  what  tidings  doll  thou  bring  ?” 

S(  Shouts,  and  the  noife  of  battle  !”  and  again 
The  winged  wind  blew  loud  a  deadly  blaft  ; 

S(  Shouts,  and  the  noife  of  battle  !”  the  long  mam 
Seem’d  with  hoarfe  voice  to  anfwer  as  he  pall. 

The  moody  south  went  by,  and  filence  kept ; 

The  cloudy  rack  oft  hid  his  mournful  mien, 

And  frequent  fell  the  Ihowers,  as  if  he  wept 
The  eternal  havoc  of  this  mortal  fcene. 

He  had  heard  the  yell  and  cry. 

And  howling  dance  of  anarchy. 

Where  the  Rhone,  with  rulhing  flood, 

Murmured  to  the  main  through  blood : 

He  feemed  to  wilh  he  could  for  ever  throw 
His  mifty  mantle  o’er  a  world  of  woe. 

#  Then  comes  the  father  of  the  tempeft  forth,”  Thomfon, 

Bus 
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Bet  roufing  him  from  his  defponding  trance, 

Cold  Eurus  blew  his  fharp  and  Binding  horn  ; 
In  his  right  hand  he  bore  an  icy  lance. 

That  far  off  glitter’d  in  the  froft  of  morn  : 

The  old  man  knew  the  clarion  from  afar ; 
tf‘  What  from  the  Eaft,”  he  cried  ; 


Eaft  Wind. 

(i  Shouts  and  the  noife  of  war  ! 
Far  o’er  the  land  has  been  my  flight. 

O’er  many  a  foreft  dark  as  night, 

O’er  champains  where  the  Tartar  fpeeds, 
O’er  Wolga’s  wild  and  giant  reeds. 

O’er  the  Carpathian  fummits  hoar. 

Beneath  whole  fnows  and  fhadows  frore, 
Poland’s  level  length  unfolds 
Her  tracklefs  woods  and  wildering  wolds. 
Like  a  fpirit  feeking  red, 

I  have  paired  from  eaft  to  well. 

While  founds  of  difcord  and  lament 
Rofe  from  the  earth  where’er  I  went ! 

I  care  not ;  hurrying,  as  in  feorn, 

I  {hook  my  lance  and  blew  my  horn  ; 

The  day  fhews  clear,  and  merrily 
Along  the  Atlantic  now  I  fly,” 

v  '  '  / 

Who  comes  in  foft  and  fpicy  veil. 

From  the  mild  regions  of  the  weft  P 
An  azure  veil  bends  waving  o’er  his  head, 

And  fhowers  of  violets  from  his  hands  are  ftied*. 
’Tis  Zephyr,  with  a  look  as  young  and  fair 
As  when  his  lucid  wings  convey’d 
That  beautiful  and  gentle  maid 
Pfyche,  tranfported  through  the  air. 

The  blifsful  couch  of  Love’s  own  God  to  (hare. 

*  ■  < 

Winter  avaunt  !  thy  haggard  eye 
Will  fcare  him  as  he  pafles  by. 

Him  and  the  timid  butterfly. 

He  brings  again  the  morn  of  May. 

The  lark  amid  the  clear  blue  iky, 

Carols,  but  is  not  feen  fo  high. 

And  all  the  winter’s  winds  fly  far  away  * 


UTi) 
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I  cry’d,  “O  Father  of  the  world  !  whofe  might 
The  ftorm,  the  darknefs,  and  the  winds  obey. 
Oh,  when  will  thus  the  long  tempeftuous  night 
Of  warfare  and  of  woe  be  roll’d  away  ! 

Oh,  when  will  ceafe  the  uproar  and  the  din. 

And  peace  breathe  foft,  Hummer  is  coming  in  !*  ” 


The  Struggle  of  Spain.  From  Europe  :  Lines  on  the  frefent  }Var .  By 

Reginald  He  her,  M.A . 

“  OH  !  live  there  yet  whofe  hardy  fouls  and  high 
Peace  bought  with  lhame,  and  tranquil  bonds  defy  ? 

Who,  driven  from  every  ihore,  and  lords  in  vain 
Of  the  wide  prifon  of  the  lonely  main, 

Cling  to  their  country’s  rights  with  free-born  zeal. 

More  ftrong  from  every  ftroke,  and  patient  of  the  Heel  l 
Guiltlefs  of  chains,  to  them  has  heaven  confign’d 
Th’  entrufted  caufe  of  Europe  and  mankind  ? 

Or  hope  we  yet  in  Sweden’s  martial  fnows 
That  Freedom’s  weary  foot  may  find  repofe  ?. 

No  ; — from  yon  hermit  lhade,  yon  cyprefs  dell, 

Where  faintly  peals  the  diftant  matin  bell ; 

Where  bigot  kings  and  tyrant  priefts  had  fhed 
Their  lleepy  venom  o  er  his  dreadful  head  ; 

He  wakes,  the  avenger — hark!  the  hills  around. 

Untam’d  Afturia  bids  her  clarion  found  ; 

And  many  an  ancient  rock,  and  fleecy  plain. 

And  many  a  valiant  heart  returns  the  ftrain  : 

Hard  by  that  (bore,  where  Calpe’s  armed  fteep 
Flings  its  long  fhadow  o’er  the  Herculean  deep. 

And  Lufian  glades,  whofe  hoary  poplars  wave 
In  foft,  fad  murmurs  over  Inez’  grave  *. 

They  blefs  the  call  who  dared  the  firft  withftand. 

The  Modern  wallers  of  their  bleeding  land  f ; 

When  firm  in  faith,  and  red  with  ilaughter'd  foes. 

Thy  fpear-encircled  crown  J,  Afturia,  rofe. 

*  Inez  de  Caftro,  the  beloved  miftrefs  of  the  Infant  Don  Pedro,  foil  of  Alphonfo 
IV.  king  of  Portugal,  and  ftabbed  bj  the  orders,  and,  according  to  Camoens,  in  the 
prefence  of  that  monarch.  A  fountain  near  Coimbra,  the  fcene  of  their  loves  and 
misfortunes,  is  ftill  pointed  out  by  tradition,  and  called  Amores.  De  la  Clede  Hift. 
de  Portugalle,  4to.  tom.  1.  p,  282 — 7  :  and  Camoens’  Lufiad,  canto  3,  ftanza 
cxxxv. 

+  The  Afturia  ns,  who  under  Pelagius  frit  oppofed  the  career  of  Mahometan 
fuccefs. 

*  La  couronne  de  fer  de  Dom  Pelage,— cette  couronne  fi  Ample  mais  ft  glo- 
rieufe,  dont  chaque  fleuron  eft  form6  du  ler  d’une  lance  arrach6e  aux  Chevaliers 
Maures  que  ce  heros  avoit  fait  toinber  fous  fes  coups.”  Roman  de  Dom  Urfino  le 
■Navarini,  Treffan,  tom  ix.  p.  52. 

'  '  '  Nor 
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Nor  theCe  alone  ;  as  loud  the  war-notes  fwell, 

La  Mancha’s  fhepherd  quits  his  cork -built  cell ; 

Alhama’s  ftrength  is  there,  and  thofe  who  till 
(A  hardy  race)  Morena’s  fcorchedhill ; 

And  in  rude  arms  through  wide  Galicia’s  reign, 

The  fwarthy  vintage  pours  her  vigorous  train. 

<(  Saw  ye  thofe  tribes?  not  their’s  the  plumed  boaft, 

The  iightly  trappings  of  a  marlhall’d  hoft  ; 

No  weeping  nations  curfe  their  fatal  Ikill, 

Expert  in  danger,  and  enur’d  to  kill : — 

But  their’s  the  kindling  eye,  the  ftrenuous  arm  ; 

Their’s  the  dark  cheek,  with  patriot  ardour  warm. 

Unblanch’d  by  lluggard  eafe,  or  llavifh  fear, 

And  proud  and  pure  the  blood  that  mantles  there* * * § 

Their’s  from  the  birth  is  toil ;  o’er  granite  keep, 

And  healthy  wild,  to  guard  their  wandering  fheep; 

To  urge  the  labouring  mule,  or  bend  the  fpear 
’Gainft  the  night-prowling  wolf,  or  felon  bear  ; 

The  bull’s  hoarfe  rage  in  dreadful  fport  to  mock. 

And  meet  with  tingle  fword  his  bellowing  fhock. 

Each  martial  chaunt  they  know,  each  manly  rhyme, 

Rude,  ancient  lays  of  Spain’s  heroic  time*. 

Of  him  in  Xeres’  carnage  fearlefs  found  f , 

(H  is  glittering  brows  with  hoftile  fpear- heads  bound;) 

Of  that  chafte  king  whofe  hardy  mountain  train 
O’erthrew  the  knightly  race  of  Charlemagne  J  ; 

And  chiefeft  him,  who  rear’d  his  banner  tall  § 

(liluftrious  exile  !)  o’er  Valentia’s  wall ; 

Ungrac’d  by  kings,  whofe  Moorifh  title  rofe 
The  toil-earn’d  homage  of  his  wondering  foes. 


*  See  the  two  elegant  fpecimens  given  by  Bilhop  Percy,  in  his  lleliques;  and  the 
more  accurate  tranflations  of  Mr.  Rodd,  in  his  Civil  Wars  of  Granada. 

+  The  Gothic  monarchy  in  Spain  was  overthrown  by  the  Muffuhnans  at  the  battle 
of  Xeres,  the  Chriftian  army  being  defeated  with  dreadful  flaughter,  and  the  death 
of  their  king,  the  unhappy  and  licentious  Rodrigo.  Pelagius  aflembled  the  fmall 
band  of  thofe  fugitives  who  delpifed  fubuiiffion,  amid  the  mountains  of  the.  Aflurias, 
under  the  name  of  king  of  Oviedo. 

*  Alonzo,  furnamed  the  Chafte,  with  ample  reafon,  if  we  believe  his  hiftorians  ; 
who  defeated,  according  to  the  Spanilh  romances,  and  the  graver  authority  of  Ma¬ 
riana,  the  whole  force  of  Charlemagne  and  the  twelve  peers  of  France,  at  Roncei- 
valles.  Bertrand  del  Carpio,  the  Ton  of  Alonzo’s  filter,  Xirnena,  was  his  general  ; 
and,  according  to  Don  Quixote,  (no  incompetent  authority  on  l'uch  a  fubje£t)  put  tiie 
celebrated  Orlando  to  the  fame  death  as  Hercules  inllitted  on  Antaeus.  His  reafon 
was,  that  the  nephew  of  Charlemagne  was  enchanted,  and  like  Achilles  only  vulner¬ 
able  in  the  heel,  to  guard  which  he  always  wore  iron  fhoes.  See  Mariana,  1.  vii. 
c.  11. ;  D  m  Quixote,  book  i.  c.  1. ;  and  the  notes  on  Mr.  Southey’s  Chronicle  of  the 
Cid  ;  a  work  replete  with  powerful  defcription,  and  knowledge  of  ancient  hiltory  and 
manners. 

§  Rodrigo  Diaz,  of  Bivar,  (irnarned  the  Cid  by  the  Moors.  See  Mr.  Southey’s 
Chronicle. 

“  Yes  ; 
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“  Yes ;  every  mouldering  tower  and  haunted  flood. 

And  the  wild  murmurs  of  the  waving  wood  ; 

Each  Tandy  wafte,  and  orange-fcented  dell,  \ 

And  red  Buraba’s  field  *,  and  Lugo  tell  C 

How  their  brave  fathers  fought,  how  thick  the  invaders  fell.  $ 

44  Oh  virtue  long  forgot,  or  vainly  tried, 

To  glut  a  bigot’s  zeal,  or  tyrant’s  pride  ; 

Condemn’d  in  diftant  climes  to  bleed  and  die 
’Mid  the  dank  poifons  of  Tlafcala’s  +  Iky  ; 

Or  when  ftern  Auftria  flretch’d  her  lawlefs  reign. 

And  fpent  in  northern  fights  the  flower  of  Spain  ; 

Or  war’s  hoarfe  furies  yell’d  on  YfTei’s  fhore. 

And  Alva’s  ruffian  fword  was  drunk  with  gore. 

Yet  dar’d  not  then  Tlafcala’s  chiefs  withftand 
The  lofty  daring  of  Caflilia’s  band  ; 

And  weeping  France  her  captive  king];  deplor’d, 

And  curfed  the  deathful  point  of  Ebro’s  fword. 

Now,  nerv’d  with  hope,  their  night  of  flavery  paft, 

Each  heart  beats  high  in  freedom’s  buxom  blaft  ; 

Lo  !  conqueft  calls,  and  beckoning  from  afar. 

Uplifts  his  laurel  wreath,  and  waves  them  on  to  war. 

— -Woe  to  the  ufurper,  then  !  who  dares  defy 
The  fturdy  wrath  of  ruftic  loyalty  ! 

Woe  to  the  hireling  bands  !  foredoom’d  to  feel 
How  ftrong  in  labour’s  horny  hand  the  fieel  !• — 

Behold,  even  now,  beneath  yon  Bostic.  Ikies  § 

Another  Pavia  bids  her  trophies  rife  ; 

Even  now  in  bafe  difguife,  and  friendly  night, 

Their  robber-monarch  fpeeds  his  fecret  flight  ; 

And  with  new  zeal  the  fiery  Lufians  rear, 

(Roufed  by  their  neighbours’  worth)  the  long-negle&ed  fpear, 

i(  So,  when  ftern  winter  chills  the  April  fhowers. 

And  iron  froft  forbids  the  timely  flowers ; 

Oh,  deem  not  thou  the  vigorous  herb  below 
Is  crulh’d  and  dead  beneath  the  incumbent  fnow  : 

Such  tardy  funs  fhall  wealthier  harvefts  bring 
Than  all  the  early  fmiles  of  flattering  fpring.” 

Sweet  as  the  martial  trumpet’s  ftlver  fwell, 

On  my  charm’d  fenfe  the  unearthly  accents  fell  : 

#  Buraba  and  Lugo  were  renowned  fcenes  of  Spanith  victories  over  the  Moors,  in 
the  reigns  of  Bermudo  ;  or,  as  his  name  is  latinized,  Veremundus,  and  Alonzo  the 
Chafte.  Of  Lugo  the  Britifh  have  fince  obtained  a  melancholy  knowledge. 

t  An  extenfive  diftrict  of  Mexico  :  its  inhabitants  were  the  firft  Indians  who  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Spaniards  under  Cortez. 

^  Francis  I.  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Pavia. 

§  Andalufta  forms  a  part  of  the  ancient  Hifpama  Boetica.  a 

Me 
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Me  wonder  held,  and  joy  chadded  by  fear, 

As  one  who  wifh’d,  yet  hardly  hop’d  to  hear. 

“  Spirit,”  I  cried,  i(  dread  teacher,  yet  declare. 

In  that  good  fight  fhall  Albion’s  arm  be  there  ? 

Can  Albion,  brave,  and  wife,  and  proud,  refrain 
To  hail  a  kindred  foul,  and  iink  her  fate  with  Spain  ? 
Too  long  her  fons,  eftrang’d  from  war  and  toil. 

Have  loath’d  the  fafety  of  their  fea-girt  ifle  ; 

And  chid  the  waves  which  pent  their  fire  within. 

As  the  flail’d  war-horfe  woos  the  battle’s  din. 

Oh,  by  this  throbbing  heart,  this  patriot  glow, 
Which,  weli  I  feel,  each  Englifh  bread  fhall  know; 
Say,  fhall  my  country,  roufed  from  deadly  fleep, 
Crowd  with  her  hardy  fons  yon  weflern  fleep  ? 

And  (hall  once  more  the  ftar  of  France  grow  pale. 
And  dim  its  beams  in  Roncefvalles’  *  vale? 

Or  fhall  foul  lloth  and  timid  doubt  confpire 
To  mar  our  zeal,  and  wafte  our  manly  fire  ?” 

Still  as  I  gazed  his  lowering  features  fpread, 

High  rofe  his  form,  anddarknefs  veil’d  his  head  ; 
Faft  from  his  eyes  the  ruddy  lightning  broke. 

To  heaven  he  rear’d  his  arm,  and  thus  he  fpoke  : 

(i  Woe,  trebly  woe,  to  their  flow  zeal  who  bore 
Delufive  comfort  to  Iberia’s  fhore ! 

Who  in  mid  conqueft,  vaunting,  yet  difmay’d. 

Now  gave,  and  now  withdrew  their  laggard  aid  ; 
Who,  when  each  bofom  glow’d,  each  heart  beat  high. 
Chill’d  the  pure  ftream  of  England’s  energy. 

And  loft  in  courtly  forms  and  blind  delay 
The  loiter’d  hours  of  glory’s  fhort-liv’d  day, 

O  peerlefs  ifland,  generous,  bold,  and  free, 

Loft,  ruin’d  Albion,  Europe  mourns  for  thee  ! 

Hadft  thou  but  known  the  hour  in  mercy  given 
To  flay  thy  doom,  and  ward  the  ire  of  heaven  ; 

Bar’d  in  the  caufe  of  man  thy  'warrior  breaft. 

And  crufli’d  on  yonder  hills  the  approaching  peft. 
Then  had  not  murder  fack’d  thy  f mi  ling  plain. 

And  wealth,  and  worth,  and  wifdom,  all  been  vain  ! 

* 

Yet,  yet  awake  !  while  fear  and  wonder  wait 
On  the  poifed  balance,  trembling  ft  ill  with  fate  f  ! 


[1035 


*  See  the  former  note  on  Alonfo  the  Chafte. 

This  line  is  imitated  from  one  in  Mr.  Rofcoe’s  fpirited  verfes  on  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  French  Revolution. 

If 
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If  aught  their  worth  can  plead,  in  battle  tried. 

Who  tinged  with  daughter  Tajo’s  curdling  tide  ; 

(What  time  bale  truce  the  wheels  of  war  could  day* 

And  the  weak  vi6lor  flung  his  wreath  away  ;) — ■ 

Or  their’s,  who,  doled  in  fcanty  bands  afar, 

Waged  without  hope  the  difproportion’d  war. 

And  cheerly  ftill,  and  patient  of  diftrefs. 

Led  their  forwafted  flies  on  numbers  numberlefs  *  ! 

f(  Yes,  through  the  march  of  many  a  weary  day. 

As  yon  dark  column  toils  its  feaward  way  ; 

As  bare,  and  ihrinking  from  the  inclement  fky. 

The  languid  foldier  bends  him  down  to  die  ; 

As  o’er  thofe  helplefs  limbs,  by  murder  gor’d. 

The  bafe  purfuer  waves  his  weaker  fword. 

And,  trod  to  earth,  by  trampling  thoufands  prefled. 

The  horfe-hoof  glances  from  that  mangled  bread  > - 
Even  in  that  hour  his  hope  to  England  flies. 

And  fame  and  vengeance  fire  his  doling  eyes® 

Oh,  if  fuch  hope  can  plead,  or  his,  whofe  bier 
Drew  from  his  conquering  hoft  their  lateft  tear ; 

Whofe  (kill,  whofe  matchlefs  valour,  gilded  flight  ; 

Entomb’d  in  foreign  dull,  a  hafty  foldier’s  rite;— 

Oh,  roufe  thee  yet  to  conquer  and  to  fave. 

And  wifdorn  guide  the  fword  which  juft  ice  gave  ! 

te  And  yet  the  end  is  not !  from  yonder  towers 
While  one  Saguntum  +  mocks  the  victor’s  powers  ; 

While  one  brave  heart  defies  a  fervile  chain. 

And  one  true  foldier  wields  a  lance  for  Spain  ; 

Truft  not,  vain  tyrant,  though  thy  fpoilerband 
In  tenfold  myriads  darken  half  the  land  ; 

( Vaft  as  that  power,  againft  whofe  impious  lord 
Bethulia’s  matron  £  Ihook  the  nightly  fword  ;) 

Though  ruth  and  fear  thy  woundlefs  foul  defy. 

And  fatal  genius  fire  thy  martial  eye  ; 

Yet  truft  not  here  o’er  yielding  realms  to  roam. 

Or  cheaply  bear  a  bloodlefs  laurel  home, 

“  No  !  by  His  viewlefs  arm  whofe  righteous  care 
Defends  the  orphan’s  tear,  the  poor  man’s  prayer  ; 

*  “  He  look’d  and  faw  what  numbers  numberlefs.” 

Milton’s  Paradise  Regained. 

f  The  ancient  renown  of  Saguntum  and  its  fiege  lias  been  now  rivalled  by  Zara* 
goza.  The  author  is  happy  to  refer  his  readers  to  the  interefting  narrative  ol  his 
friend  Mr.  Vaughan, 
t  Judith. 

Who, 
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Who,  Lord  of  nature,  o'er  this  changeful  ball 
Decrees  the  rife  of  empires,  and  the  fall ; 

Wondrous  in  all  his  ways,  unfeen,  unknown, 

W7ho  treads  the  wine-prefs  of  the  world  alone  #  ; 

And  robed  in  darknefs,  and  furrounding  fears. 

Speeds  on  their  deft  in’ d  road  the  march  of  years ! 

No  !  (hall  yon  eagle,  from  the  fnare  fet  free, 

Stoop  to  thy  wrift,  or  cower  his  wing  for  thee  ? 

And  fhall  it  tame  defpair,  thy  ftrong  controul, 

Or  quench  a  nation's  ftill  reviving  foul  ?— 

Go,  bid  the  force  of  countlefs  bands  confpire 
To  curb  the  wandering  wind,  or  grafp  the  fire  ! 

Caft  thy  vain  fetters  on  the  troublous  fea  ! — 

But  Spain,  the  brave,  the  virtuous,  fhall  be  free/' 

.  .  ’  i 

Defcription  of  a  Shepherd  almoft  loft  in  the  Sno<w»  From  Britijh  Georgia* 

BjJ  ames  Grab  ante* 

BUT  not  with  night's  approach  the  Ihepherd’s  toils 
Are  ended  :  through  the  deep  and  dreary  glooms. 

Without  one  guiding  ftar,  he  {haggling  wades 
The  riling  wreath ;  till,  quite  o'erfpent,  compel  I’d 
To  leave  his  fiock  to  time  and  chance,  he  turns- 
Homeward  his  weary  and  uncertain  fteps, 

'  Much  doubting  of  his  way,  foreboding  much. 

In  vain  he  tries  to  find  his  wonted  marks,— 

The  hill-fide  fountain,  with  its  little  plot 
Of  verdant  fward  around  ;  the  well-known  cairn  ; 

The  blafted  branchlefs  oak  ;  the  ancient  ftone 
Where  murdered  martyrs  fell,  and  where  they  lie  t 
In  vain  he  lifts  to  hear  the  rufhing  ftream, 

Whofe  winding  courfe  would  lead  him  to  his  home. 

Q'ercome  at  laft,  yielding  to  treacherous  reft, 

He  fits  him  down,  and  folds  within  his  plaid. 

In  fond  embrace,  the  (barer  of  his  toils, 

The  partner  of  his  children’s  infant  fporls. 

His  children  !  thought  of  them  wakes  new  refolves 
To  make  one  laft  defpairing  effort  more. 

Meanwhile  they,  crouching  round  the  blazing  hearth, 

Oft  alk  their  mother  when  he  will  return. 

She  on  her  rocking  infant  looks  the  while, 

Or,  ftarting,  thinks  (he  hears  the  lifted  latch  ; 

And  oft  the  drift  comes  fweeping  o’er  the  floor, 

*  “  1  have  trodden  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with 
me,  for  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and  trample  them  in  my  fury.”  Ifaiah 
Ixiii.  3. 
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While  anxioufly  (he  looks  into  the  ftorm* 

Returning  foon  to  ftir  the  dying  brands, 

That  with  their  blaze  her  finking  hopes  revive. 

Alas  !  her  hopes  are  tranfient  as  that  blaze. 

And  direful  images  her  fancy  croud, — 

The  dog  returning  mafterlefs  ;  the  fearch 
By  friends  and  kinfmen  wandering  far  o’er  mofs 
And  moor  ;  the  fad  fuccefs — his  body  found 
Half  buried  in  a  wreath  ;  the  opening  door 
To  let  the  bearers  in  !  The  door  is  opened  : 

Shook  from  poor  Yarrow’s  fur,  a  fleety  mitt 
Is  fcatter’d  round,  and  in  his  matter  fteps. 

What  joy  !  what  filent  tearful  joy  pervades 
The  late  defpairing  groupe  !  Round  him  they  cling  ; 
One  doffs  his  ftittened  plaid,  and  one  his  fhoes ; 
Kneeling,  one  chafes  his  hands  and  feet  benumbed  ; 
The  Beeping  babe  is  roufed  to  kifs  its  fire, 

Reftored  paft  hope  ;  and  fupper,  long  forgot, 

Crowns  the  glad  board  :  nor  is  their  evening  prayer 
This  night  omitted  ;  fervent,  full  of  thanks, 

From  glowing  hearts  inartlefs  phrafe  it  flows! 

Then,  Amply  chaunted  by  the  parent  pair. 

And  by  the  iifping  choir  the  long  of  praife, 

Beneath  the  heath-roof’d  cottage  in  the  wild, 

Afcends  more  grateful  to  the  heavenly  throne, 

Than  pealing  diapafon,  and  the  loud 
Swelling  acclaim  of  notes  by  art  attuned. 


A  Rujlk  Wedding.  From  the  Same. 

THE  appointed  day  arrives,  a  blythforne  day 
Of  feftive  jollity  ;  yet  not  devoid 
Of  foft  regret  to  her  about  to  leave 
A  parent’s  roof;  yes,  at  the  wox&join  hands , 

A  tear  relutftant  ftarts,  as  file  beholds 
Her  mother’s  look,  her  father’s  filvery  hairs. 

But  ferious  thoughts  take  flight,  when  from  the  barn, 
Soon  as  the  bands  are  knit,  a  jocund  found 
Strikes  brifkly  up,  and  nimble  feet  beat  fail 
Upon  the  earthen  floor.  Through  many  a  reel, 
With  various  fteps  uncouth,  fome  new,  fome  old, 
Some  all  the  dancer’s  own,  with  Highland  flings 
Not  void  of  grace,  the  lads  and  lattes  ftrive 
To  dance  each  other  down  ;  and  oft,  when  quite 
Forefpent,  the  fingers  merrily  cracked,  the  bound, 
The  rallying  ttiout  well-timed,  and  Bidden  change 

*5 
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To  fprightlier  tune,  revive  the  flagging  foot. 

And  make  it  feei  as  if  it  tripped  on  air. 

When  all  are  tired,  and  all  his  flock  of  reels 
The  minArel,  o’er  and  o’er  again,  has  run, 

The  cheering  flaggon  circles  round  ;  meanwhile 
A  foftened  tune,  and  flower  rneafure,  flows 
Sweet  from  the  firings,  and  ft  ills  the  boifterous  joy. 

May  be,  The  Bonny  Broom  of  Co~vden  knows , 

(If  Amply  play’d,  though  not  with  mafter-hand) 

Or  Pa  tie's  Mill ,  or  Byfh  a  boon  Traquair , 

Infpire  a  tranquil  gladnefs  through  the  breaft  ; 

Or  that  molt  mournful  ftrain,  the  fad  lament 
For  Flodden  Field,  drives  mirth  from  every  face, 

And  makes  the  ftrmeft  heart  ftrive  hard  to  curb 
The  riling  tear, —till,  with  unpauflng  bow. 

The  blythe  ftrathfpey  fprings  up,  reminding  fome 
Of  nights  when  Cow’s  old  arm,  (nor  old  the  tale) 
UnceaAng,  fave  when  reeking  cans  went  round. 

Made  heart  and  heel  leap  high  as  bounding  roe. 

Alas !  no  more  {hall  we  behold  that  look 
So  venerable,  yet  fo  bleft  with  mirth, 

And  feftive  joy  fedate  ;  that  ancient  garb 
Unvaried,  tartan  hofe,  and  bonnet  blue  1 
No  more  {hall  beauty’s  partial  eye  draw  forth 
The  full  intoxication  of  his  ftrain. 

Mellifluous,  ftrong,  exuberantly  rich  ! 

No  more,  amid  the  paufes  of  the  dance, 

Shall  he  repeat  thofe  meafures,  that  in  days 
Of  other  years,  could  foothe  a  falling  prince. 

And  light  his  vifage  with  a  tranfient  fmile 
Of  melancholy  joy, — like  autumn  fun 
Gilding  a  fere- tree  with  a  palling  beam  ! 

Or  play  to  fportive  children  on  the  green 
Dancing  at  gloamin  hour  ;  or  willing  cheer. 

With  ftrains  unbought,  the  fhepherd’s  bridal  day  l 

But  light  now  failing,  glittering  candles  Aline 
In  ready  chandeliers  of  moulded  clay 
Stuck  round  the  walls,  difplaying  to  the  view 
The  ceiling,  rich  with  cobweb  drapery  hung. 
Meanwhile,  from  mill  andfmiddy,  fteld  and  barn, 

Freih  groupes  come  haftening  in  :  but  of  them  all 

The  miller  bears  the  gree,  as  rafter  high 

He  leaps,  and,  lighting,  fhakes  a  dufty  cloud  all  round. 

In  harmlefs  merriment,  protra&ed  long, 

The  hours  glide  by.  At  laft,  the  flocking  thrown, 
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And  duly  every  goflip  rite  performed, 

Youths,  maids,  and  matrons,  take  their  feveral  ways  « 
While  drouthy  carles,  waiting  for  the  moon, 

Sit  down  again,  and  quaff  till  day-light  dawn. 


The  Kirn ,  or  Scotti/h  Har'veji  Home .  From  the  Same < 

BRIGHT  now  the  fhortening  day,  and  blythe  its  clofe. 
When  to  the  kirn,  the  neighbours  old  and  young, 

Come  dropping  in  to  (hare  the  well-earned  feaft. 

The  fmith  afide  his  ponderous  fledge  has  thrown, 

Raked  up  the  fire,  and  cooled  the  hiffing  brand  : 

His  fluice  the  miller  (huts  ;  and  from  the  barn 
The  threfhers  hie,  to  don  their  Sunday  coats. 

Simply  adorned,  with  ribbons,  blue  and  pink, 

Bound  round  their  braided  hair,  the  laffes  trip 
To  grace  the  feaft,  which  now  is  fmoking  ran 
On  tables  of  all  fhape,  and  fize,  and  height, 

Joined  awkwardly,  yet  to  the  crowded  guefts 
A  feemly  joyous  fhow,  all  loaded  well : 

But  chief,  at  the  board  head,  the  haggis  round 
Attracts  all  eyes,  and  even  the  good  man’s  grace 
Prunes  of  its  wonted  length.  With  eager  knife. 

The  quivering  globe  he  then  prepares  to  broach  ; 

While  for  her  gown  fome  ancient  matron  quakes. 

Her  gown  of  filken  woof  all  figur’d  thick 
With  rofes  white,  far  larger  than  the  life. 

On  azure  ground, — her  grannam's  wedding  garb. 

Old  as  that  year  when  Sheriffmuir  was  bought. 

Old  tales  are  told,  and  well-known  jells  abound. 

Which  laughter  meets  half-way  as  ancient  friends. 

Nor,  like  the  worldling,  fpurns  becaufe  threadbare. 

When  ended  the  repaft,  and  board  and  bench 
Vanifh  like  thought,  by  many  hands  removed. 

Up  ftrikes  the  fiddle  ;  quick  upon  the  floor 
The  youths  lead  out  the  half  reludlant  maids, 

Bafhful  at  firft,  and  darning  through  the  reels 
With  timid  fteps,  till,  by  the  mufic  chear’d. 

With  free  and  airy  fteps,  they  bound  along, 

Then  deftly  wheel,  and  to  their  partner’s  face. 

Turning  this  fide,  now  that,  with  varying  ftep. 
Sometimes  two  ancient  couple  o’er  the  floor. 

Skim  through  a  reel,  and  think  of  youthful  years. 

Meanwhile  the  frothing  bickers  *,  foon  as  fill'd, 
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Are  drained,  and  to  the  gauntrees*  oft  return, 
Where  goflips  fit,  unmindful  of  the  dance. 
Salubrious  beverage  !  Were  thy  fterling  worth 
But  duly  prized,  no  more  the  alembic  vaft 
Would,  like  fome  dire  volcano,  vomit  forth 
Its  floods  of  liquid  fire,  and  far  and  wide 
Lay  wafte  the  land  ;  no  more  the  fruitful  boon 
Of  twice  ten  Ihrievedoms,  into  poifon  turned, 
Would  taint  the  very  life-blood  of  the  poor. 
Shrivelling  their  heart-firings  like  a  burning  fcroll. 


Grecian  Sculpture .  From  Elements  of  Art,  a  Poem.  By  Martin  Archer 

Skee ,  Ejf 

NO  more  the  Deity  degrades  the  fiirine, 

Of  Genius  born  behold  a  race  divine  ! 

Her  pregnant  Arts  fuch  forms  of  beauty  bore, 

As  made  it  almoft  duty  to  adore  : 

Such  marks  of  heaven  in  each  bright  feature  (hone. 

As  mortals  could  afcribe  to  Gods  alone  ; 

And  tho’  falfe  hope  in  idol  power  he  plac’d, 

The  Pagan  half  was  pardoned  for  his  tafte. 

Now,  throned  at  Elis  firft,  the  Olympic  fire 
Appear’d  fublime,  amidft  the  immortal  quire  : 

Pride  of  the  Pagan  hoft  !  the  form  divine 
Betray’d  omnipotence  in  every  line  : 

With  fuch  an  awful  brow  he  bore  command, 

And  grafp’d  the  golden  fceptre  in  his  hand, 

That  even  celefiials  might  his  frown  have  fear’d, 

Confefs’d  their  fovereign  ruleT,  and  rever’d. 

Now  Pallas,  too,  receiv’d  her  fecond  birth, 

And  Phidias’  offspring  rivall’d  Jove’s  oo  earth  4 
Prefiding  Wifdom  on  her  brow  exprefs’d 
The  flame  divine  that  glow’d  within  her  breaft  4 
While  grace  and  majefty  in  every  part, 

Proclaim’d  the  bright  divinity  of  art. 

But  now  thofe  ancient  glories  (bine  no  more. 

And  fame  records  them  only  to  deplore  : 

Yet  rich  in  what  remains,  our  humbler  days. 

Condemn’d  to  copy,  and  content  to  praife, 

Behold  the  wealth  by  wondering  ages  (hared, 

And  grateful  triumph  in  what  time  has  fpared. 

*  Wooden  frames  on  which  beer-calks  ate  fet.  Johnfan , 

Yol,  LT.  or  Vox..  IX,  New  Series.  [3  U]  L&t 
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Lo  !  firft,  where  dazzling  fair,  as  poets  feign. 

The  fea.born  Goddefs  hlufhing  from  the  main. 

When  ravifh’d  Ocean  faw  the  vifion  rife. 

Stole  his  lad  kifs,  and  gave  her  to  the  Ikies, 

Love's  queen  appears  ;  all  hearts  herfway  confefs. 

And  powerful  monarchs  plunder  to  poffefs  : 

The  vulgar  trophies  of  the  fword  defpife. 

And  claim  a  triumph  for  their  Parian  prize  : 
Unrivali’d  form  1  beyond  Circaffia’s  boaft  ! 

Or  yet  the  brighter  fair  of  Albion’s  coaft  1 
To  thee  the  bard,  as  erft  on  Ida’s  hill 
Like  Paris,  would  prefent  the  apple  ft  ill ; 

His  partial  eye,  though  painting’s  glories  warm. 

And  jealous  nature  take  Oiynthia’s  form. 

With  modeft  mien  the  fovereign  beauty  Hands* 

And  feeks  to  ftiun  the  homage  file  commands. 

Averts  her  face  with  fueh  a  timid  air. 

The  marble  feems  to  burn  in  blulhes  there ; 

While  grace  and  eafe  in  every  limb  unfold 
The  Paphian  fair  that  fired  the  world  of  old. 

Each  charm  divine  that  Nature’s  ftores  fupply. 

To  fire  the  poet’s  thought,  or  painter’s  eye  ; 

Whate’er  of  Love’s  elyfium  fancy  views. 

Or  Heaven  unfolds  in  vifion  to  the  mufe, 

The  curious  artift  caught,  with  care  combined, 

Fix’d  as  he  found,  and  as  he  wrought  refined, 

Till  rapt,  the  wave’s  proud  offspring  he  outvies. 

And  bids  a  rival  from  the  rock  arife. 

When  Nature,  watchful  of  the  procefs,  view’d 
A  form  fo  lovely,  from  a  mafs  fo  rude  ; 

When,  in  the  wondrous  work,  fhe  faw  her  own 
By  art  outdone,  and  e’en  excelled  in  ftone  ; 

Amazed,  fhe  paufed, — -confeffed  the  conquering  fair. 
Set  her  bright  feal,  and  damp'd  perfection  there. 

Yet,  while  we  view  thofe  beauties  which  might  move 
Immortal  breads,  and  warm  a  world  to  love. 

No  coarfe  emotions  rife,  do  vulgar  fires 
Profane  the  facred  paffion  Ihe  infpires ; 

Each  fenfe  refined  to  rapture  as  we  gaze, 

Like  Heaven's  pure  angels,  finds  its  blifs  in  praife. 

But  fee  !  where  tafte  extends  her  brighteft  crown, 
Unclaim’d  amid  the  contefts  of  renown ! 

Loft,  in  thedarkeft  night  of  time,  his  name  ! 

By  envious  fate  defrauded  of  his  fame 
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‘The  hand  divine  !  to  whofe  high  powers  we  owe 
The  nobleft  image  of  a  God  below ! 

Bright  as  on  Pindus,  crown'd  by  all  the  nine, 

Behold  Apollo  !  Pythian  vidor  fhine  S 
With  holy  zeal,  in  Delphic  fplendor  plac’d. 

And  ftill  revered — an  oracle  of  tafte  ! 

He  owns  full  tribute  to  his  godhead  given, 

And  finds  on  earth  the  homage  feign'd  in  heaven* 
Not  with  more  awful  grace,  as  fung  of  yore, 

The  God  himfelf  his  golden  quiver  bore ; 

When,  o’er  the  Grecian  hoft,  in  fhafts  of  fire. 

He  pour’d  fwift  vengeance  at  his  prieft’s  defire  j 
Ered  his  mien,  with  eafe,  the  filver  bow 
Has  juft  let  fly  its  terrors  on  the  foe ; 

While,  with  triumphant  ftep,  and  eager  eye, 

He  forward  moves  to  fee  the  monfter  die* 

Majeftic  rifing  from  its  ample  bafe, 

The  polifh’d  neck,  uniting  ftrength  and  grace, 

Bears  the  bright  head  aloft,  and  feems  to  fhine, 

The  column  of  a  capital  divine  ! 

In  each  light  limb  elaftic  vigour  proves 
A  power  immortal,  and  in  marble  moves ; 

A  form  divine,  to  heaven’s  proportions  juft  ! 

In  grandeur  graceful,  as  in  grace  aiiguft  ! 

By  tafte  reftored,  on  fome  celeftial  plan. 

Drawn  from  the  great  original  of  man : 

A  caft  recovered  of  that  mould  divine. 

That  ftamp’d  heaven’s  image  ftrong  in  every  lirse^ 
When  firft  as  earth  received  him  and  revered, 

The  ((  paragon  of  animals”  appeared  ! 

Great  fhade  of  genius !  ftill  decreed  to  raife 
Our  pride  and  wonder,  yet  elude  our  praife  ! 

Say,  from  the  Ikies,  where’er,  by  Phidias  plac’d, 
Thou  tak’ft  high  ftation  ’mongft  the  Tons  of  tafte  ; 
While  feraphs  round,  celeftial  wreaths  beftow, 

And  hymn  above  thy  name,  unknown  below  5 
Say,  doft  thou  pleafed,  from  heaven’s  minuteft  bowers, 
Behold,  on  earth,  the  triumph  of  thy  powers  ? 

Thy  toil  enfhrin’d  in  glory’s  temple  view. 

Through  every  age  the  idol  of  Virth  ?  \ 

How  oft,  as  o’er  the  wafte  of  ages  caft, 

The  light  of  learning  feem’d  to  fhew  the  paft, 

Her  pious  zeal  exploring  fought  to  raife 
Thy  reverend  image  to  our  mental  gaze ; 

To  refcue  from  oblivion’s  tide  thy  name. 

And  ftamp  it  radiant  on  the  rolls  of  fame  : 
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But  vain  the  fearch,  thou  like  a  God  doft  fhine. 
On  earth  unknown,  but  in  thy  work  divine. 

Norlefs  in  characters  of  mortal  mould, 

The  powers  of  Greece  tranfcendent  we  behold  ; 
The  fage’s,  patriot’s  forms,  atteft  her  (kill, 

And  all  her  god-like  heroes  triumph  ftill. 

See  !  on  his  club  reclin’d  Alcides  (land  ! 

Holding  the  Hefperian  plunder  in  his  hand  ; 

While  flo  w  relaxing,  each  charged  mufcle  fhows 
A  ftrength  divine  fubfiding  to  repofe. 

Whate’er  of  wondrous  might  in  mortal  frame, 
Remote!!  legends  have  transferr’d  to  fame, 

The  godlike  fhape  furpaffes,  and  appears, 

With  Atlas  worthy  to  fuftain  the  fpheres : 

Or,  cope  with  him,  in  Holy  Writ  renown’d. 

Who  (hook  the  towers  of  Gaza  to  the  ground. 

Yet  not  the  enormous  mafs  of  moulded  ftone? 
Deludes  the  eye,  impreffed  by  fize  alone  ; 
Proportion’d  vigour  proves  in  every  part, 

The  ftatue’s  fymmetry,  the  fculptor’s  art  : 

Were  fuch  indeed,  the  hero  famed  of  old  ! 

Did  every  limb  fuch  wondrous  power  unfold  l 
The  poets  ill  exprefs  a  force  fo  great, 

And  for  his  labours — leifure  fports  relate. 

Nor  Apollonius  !  lhall  thy  pride  remain 
TJnhonour’d  in  the  tributary  ftrain  : 

Tho’  time,  remorfelefs,  every  member  fpoil. 

And  mutilation  mar  thy  mai chiefs  toil, 

The  mighty  fragment  fhail  thy  fkill  proclaim, 
And  grateful  tafte  ftill  guarantee  thy  fame. 

Yet  fculpture  juftly  might  the  ftrain  accufe. 
That  could  to  Laocoon  the  wreath  refufe  ; 

For  ’mongft  her  wonders  were  a  choice  confefted. 
And  one  bright  toil  diftinguifh’d  from  the  reft, 
Perhaps,  though  long  deciding,  we  might  claim. 
For  him,  the  proud  pre-eminence  of  fame. 
Exprefiion  there  difplays  her  utmoft  art. 

And  pleafes  while  file  penetrates  the  heart  ; 

The  father’s  woes  fuch  ftrong  emotions  raife. 

That  powerful  fympathy  fupprefles  praife  ; 

The  fubjeCt  ftill  obtains  the  fculptor’s  boon, 

And  Agiafander’s  loft  in  Laocoon. 

What  mortal  pangs  the  impaflion’d  ftone  reveals  l 
The  tort,u»’d  frame  through  every  fibre  feels  ! 
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While  curling  clofe  around,  in  fatal  folds, 
His  haplefs  prey  the  monfter  ferpent  holds, 
Grace  finds  a  wreath  in  agony  fevere. 

And  pain  and  terror  pidfurefque  appear. 


Character  of  Raphael \  Michael  Angelo,  Rubens ,  and  Titian , 

Same. 


BEHOLD,  fublimed  to  thofe  high  fpheres  of  art, 
Where  fancy  fways,  and  pafiion  ltrikes  the  heart  ; 
Where  tafte  and  truth  according  fun&ions  fill, 

And  moral  dignifies  mimetic  (kill, 

Rome’s  graphic  Tons  fuperior  palms  demand. 

And  climes  confenting  crown  the  immortal  band. 

Swift  as  the  comet  cleaves  the  ethereal  way, 

As  bright  his  luftre,  and  as  brief  his  day, 

Urbino  rifing  to  the  raptured  eye, 

Appear’d,  and  blazed,  and  vanifii’d  from  the  Iky. 
Monarch  of  art  !  in  whofe  auguft  domains, 
Colleagued  with  genius,  founded:  judgment  reigns  5 
Simplicity  prevails  without  pretence, 

And  fancy  {ports  within  the  bounds  of  fenfe. 

By  nature’s  hand  with  liberal  bounty  grac’d, 

And  proudly  fafhion’d  for  the  throne  of  tafte. 

Before  his  age  he  fprang  to  painting’s  prime. 

And  forced  his  tardy  fruits  from  ripening  time. 

’Twas  his,  to  choofe  the  nobler  end  of  art. 

And  charm  the  eye,  fubfervient  to  the' heart  ; 

To  ftrike  the  chords  of  fentiment  —  to  trace 
The  form  of  dignity— -the  flow  of  grace  ; 

The  pafiions’  protean  empire  to  control, 

And  wield  expreftion’s  fceptre  o’er  the  foul. 

Whate’er  of  life  he  touch’d,  of  youth  or  age. 

The  pious  faint,  or  philofophic  fage  ; 

Whether,  impreflive  in  the  bold  defign, 

The  rapt  Apoftle  pour  the  word  divine  ; 

Or  bright,  on  Tabor’s  fummit,  to  the  Ikies, 

The  God,  in  full  transfigured  glory,  rife ; 

Whate’er  the  caft  of  charadfer,  his  hand 
Has  all  the  moulds  of  genius  at  command. 

To  Nature  true,  can  each  ftrong  trait  impart. 

And  ftamp  with  tafte  the  fterling  ore  of  art. 

Next  Buonarotti,  rich  in  rival  fame. 

To  crown  whofe  brows  three  arts  contending  claim  ; 
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Majeftic  genius !  from  whofe  daring  hand 
Springs  all  that’s  great  in  thought,  or  adion  grand, 
Whate’er  can  awe  the  foul  on  facred  plan, 

Or  ftrike  ftupendous  in  the  powers  of  man  ; 

In  forms  emaciate  cramp’d,  before  his  day, 

The  meagre  mufcle  fcarce  appear’d  to  play. 

The  ftory’s  ftrength,  the  enervate  action  marr’d, 

Man  feem’d  a  faplefs  ftatue,  ftiff,  and  hard. 

But  torpid  while  the  plaftic  lumber  lay, 

Prometheus  like,  he  fired  the  lifelefs  clay. 

Bade  every  limb  enlarge. — each  breaft  expand. 

And  pour’d  a  race  of  giants  from  his  hand. 

Behold  him  ftill,  as  genius  prompts,-  impart 
A  bolder  grace  to  each  fubfervient  art, 

While  now  the  powers  of  Phidias  he  difplays. 

Nor  leaves  Palladio  but  the  fecond  praife, 

Whether  he  rears  the  prophet’s  form  on  high. 

Or  hangs  the  dome  enormous  in  the  Iky, 

On  painting’s  proudeft  pinion  foars  fublime, 

Scales  heaven  itfelf,  and  fcorns  the  bounds  of  time  , 

Thro’  all  his  toils,  triumphant  vigour  fwells, 

And  grandeur  in  impreflive  glory  dwells. 

His  fiery  foul  beyond  this  fphere  of  things, 

To  man’s  more  awful  fenfe  hereafter  fprings  ; 

With  fearlefs  hand  unfolds  the  final  ftate. 

That  clofes  the  cataftrophe  of  fate  ; 

Difplays  the  pangs  of  guilt  to  vengeance  hurl’d. 

While  Heaven's  juft  fentence  fnakes  the  ftiuddering  world. 

But  lo  !  from  climes  lefs  genial,  where  the  mufe 
With  pride  her  Belgic  trophies  ftill  reviews ; 

Rubens  with  fpoils  enriched — with  honour  grac’d. 
Completes  the  great  triumvirate  of  tafte  ; 

High  waves  proud  competition’s  flag  unfurl’d. 

And  claims  to  fhare  the  homage  of  the  world. 

The  powers  of  painting  in  his  praife  combine, 

And  wreaths  unfading  round  his  temples  twine  ; 

For  him,  invention  opens  all  her  fprings. 

And  fancy  wafts  him  on  her  wildeft  wings  ; 

Her  magic  hand  light  execution  lends, 

And  colouring  her  rich  tiflued  robe  extends. 

Whether  to  heaven  devote,  his  ikill  divine. 

Adorns,  with  facred  themes,  the  hallow’d  (brine  ; 

Or  learn’d  in  allegory’s  myftic  maze 
The  ads  of  kings  and  heroes  he  difplays  ,* 

Whether  with  nymphs  and  fatyrs  lur’d  to  rove, 

He|rolics  wild  in  Pan’s  laugh-echoing  grove  ; 
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The  landfcape  fpreads,  with  light,  luxuriant  grace. 

Or  hunts  in  fylvan  fcenes  the  favage  race  j 
Whatever  fhape  the  graphic  Proteus  wears, 

The  full  magnificence  of  art  appears  ; 

All  fthat  the  head  can  plan,  or  hand  perform. 

Delight  in  theory,  or  in  pra&ice  charm. 

Yet  genius,  oft  unequal  found,  by  turns. 

Now  blazes  fierce,  and  now  as  feebly  burns  ; 

In  Rubens*  courfe  we  trace  each  wide  extreme. 

Its  dazzling  luftre,  and  its  doubtful  gleam  :  • 

Rut  tho’,  like  Avon’s  bard,  his  orb  difplays 
Some  darker  parts  amid  the  general  blaze. 

Struck  by  his  fpJendours,  each  rapt  eye  admires. 

For  while  we  fee  his  fpots,  we  feel  his  fires. 

As  petty  chiefs  fall  proftrate  and  obey. 

While  monarchs  move  their  ftrength  in  proud  array  % 

But  when  the  pomp  is  paft,  the  peril  o’er, 

Rebel  againft  the  rod  they  killed  before  ; 

So,  cavilling  tribes  who  roam  the  graphic  wafte. 

Scarce  refcued  from  the  favage  ftate  of  tafte, 

Affail  the  rights  of  Rubens,  grudge  his  praife. 

And  tell  high  treafon  ’gainft  the  ftate  he  fways  ; 

But,  when  triumphant  crown’d  in  every  part, 

He  moves  in  fame  vaft  enterprizeof  art. 

His  lawful  claims,  licentious  critics  own. 

And  wondering  painters  bend  before  his  throne.. 

But  fhould  more  humble  views  of  art  invite 
The  captive  fenfe,  and  colouring  charms  delight. 

Behold  Venetia’s  fons!  a  gorgeous  train  ! 

Their  ancient  fway  unrivalPdftill  maintain. 

But  chief,  her  pride,  immortal  Titian  holds 
The  pallette’s  brilliant  treafures,  and  unfolds  : 

High  o’er  the  Ikies,  where  beauteous  Iris  flings 
Her  bow  divine,  by  genius  led,  he  fprings  ; 

Day's  dazzling  fource  with  fearlefs  plume  explores. 

Till  light’s  pure  offspring  yield  him  all  their  ftores. 

Whate’er  his  vigorous  pencil  pours  to  view. 

The  face  of  Nature  glows  in  golden  hue. 

While  fhedding  light  on  beauty-— bloom  on  youth. 

The  touch  of  tafte,  difplays  the  tint  of  truth  ; 

With  foftnefs  ftrengrh  combines, — with  freedom,  care. 

Depth  without  darknefs, — fplendour  without  glare. 

Warm  from  his  hand,  the  queen  of  beauty  claims 
The  critic’s  homage,  and  his  heart  inflames  : 

O’er  all  her  form,  a  mellow’d  luftre  fhirtes. 

In  lufcious  languor  every  limb  reclines ; 

[3  V  4]  Light 
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Light  o’er  each  part,  the  love-taught  pencil  plays. 

And  blufhing  fweets  at  every  touch  betrays ; 

Effeds  To  rich,  by  means  fo  fimple  wrought ! 

’Tis  magic’s  fport  to  mock  the  toil  of  thought ; 

*Tis  Time’s  increafing  wonder,  as  he  pores, 

”Tis  Painting’s  miracle,  and  Tafte  adores  t 

Imitation  of  Horace .  Ode  IF.  Book  i .  From  Sonnets  of  the  Eighteenth 

Century ,  and  other  fmall  Poems . 

YOUNG  Zephyr,  hailing  Spring’s  approach. 

Bids  bully  Winter  trudge  away  : 

Mifs  takes  a  drifting  in  the  coach, 

Or  drives  her  fcrambling  ponies  gray, 

Houfe-lambs  no  more  caroufe  on  milk. 

Beaux  venture  to  appear  in  lilk  ; 

And  kittens  in  the  fun-fhine  play. 

Blithe  Venus,  in  Buxoma’s  drefs, 

(Charms  unadorn’d  are  charms  that  pleafe) 

With  fnow-white  fingers  ftrives  to  prefs 
The  fnow-white  curd  of  milk  to  cheefe. 

The  hoyden  graces  thump  the  plain. 

With  Colin  romp,  and  from  the  Twain 
Run  tittering  to  the  fallow  trees. 

Grim  Brontes*  puffs,  and  plies  his  work  ; 

Grafps  his  tough  arm  enormous  weight  t 
Untwifts  old  horfe-fhoes  at  a  jerk  ; 

Or  moulds  a  Brody’s  f  patent  grate. 

Adown  his  gullet,  hifiing  hot. 

Rolls  the  brown  tide  of  many  a  pot. 

Drank  to  fat  Nell,  or  blowfy  Kate. 

Queens  of  the  hamlet,  deck  your  hair 
With  hawthorn,  fragrant  fpoils  of  May  .j 
Pull  rofes  wild,  and  dailies  fair, 

That  bloom,  that  wither  in  a  day  ! 

From  life’s  fantaftic  feene  at  once 
Death  kicks  the  fcholar,  and  the  dunce, 

The  beggar’s  duft,  the  monarch’s  clay. 

Thee,  giddy  boy,  from  youth  and  love 
{That  fmile  and  fport  in  Sylvia’s  arms) 

^  Any  flout  blackfmith  or  apprentice  of  Vulcan* 
f  A  famous  ftove-manufadturer  of  his  dav. 
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Death’s  u  habeas  corpus”  {hall  remove  : 

In  that  pale  court  no  beauty  charms, 

Nor  Shalley's  claret,  which  you  think 
Ambrofial,  as  the  Thunderer’s  drink. 

The  vifionaiy  fpirit  warms. 

Nor  there  the  heroines  of  vice 
With  honourable  rooks  engage  ; 

Repair  the  ravages  of  dice 
By  ftaining  reputation’s  page  : 

Nor  ball,  nor  drum,  nor  Sunday  riot. 

Nor  thundering  raps  difturb  your  quiet, 

Thalia’s  mirth,  or  Zara’s  rage. 

3786. 

Sonnets  From  the  Same . 

I  ASK’D  of  time,  what  gallant  feats  mutt  claim 
(Maugre  his  biting  fey  the,  and  idle  rage) 

Proud  ftation,  blaz’d  on  hiftory’s  glowing  page  ? 
Sullen  he  fcowls,  and  would  efface  the  name— 

But  as  the  fiend,  his  hoary  wings  upbore, 

1  fpied  Trafalgar’s  peak,  and  rocky  (hore. 

I  afk’d  of  Ate,  who  her  ravenous  maw 
Had  gorged  the  moft  with  carnage,  wreck,  and  fpoil  ? 
Who  beft  had  lov’d  his  giant  courfe  of  toil 
To  run  ?  whofe  pendant  gave  old  ocean  law  ? 

Came  forth  a  voice— What  boots  it  this  to  know  ? 
My  {haft’s  unerring  barb,  in  yonder  fight. 

Pierc’d  thro'  this  living  tower  of  patriot  might : 

Aik  you  his  name  ?  Go,  read  a  nation’s  woe.” 
1806. 
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The  Life  of  Admiral  Lord  Nelfon, 
K.  B.  frojn  his  Lordjbif  s  7na>iu- 
f crip  is.  By  the  Re  t>.  f.  S. 

Clarke,  a?id  J.  McArthur,  Efq, 
large  \to,  2cuols» 

IF  fplendid  embellifhments,  if 
beautiful  printing,  if  copious  ma¬ 
terials,  if  magnitude,  which  may 
almofi:  be  called  gigantic,  could 
fuffice  to  render  a  work  excellent, 
thefe  volumes  would  be  a  literary 
monument  not  unworthy  of  the 
hero  whofe  deeds  they  commemo¬ 
rate.  Unfortunately,  however, 
this  is  not  the  cafe.  Compofition, 
whether  in  profe  or  verfe,  to  be 
attradive  mull  be  pervaded  by  an 
animating  fpirit.  Every  defed 
fave  that  of  tedioufnefs  will  be 
forgiven  to  an  author.  That  alone 
inuft  never  hope  for  pardon.  If  this 
be  fo,  and  we  fear  that  it  is  rigid¬ 
ly  true,  the  writers  of  this  life  of 
Lord  Nelfon  are  in  a  ftate  of  utter 
reprobation.  With  a  fubjed  as 
noble  as  ever  infpired  the  pen,  and 
with  the  raoft  ample  fources  of 
information,  they  have,  with  a 
lingular  infelicity,  contrived  to 
produce  one  of  the  molt  tedious 
works  that  ever  i filled  from  the 
prefs.  Thefe  volumes  do  indeed 
juftify  the  Greek  adage,  that  a 
great  book  is  a  great  evil. 


The  conjunct  authors  tell  us,  in 
their  preface,  that  u  their  chief 
object  has  been  to  afeertain,  and 
fo  me  times  more  minutely  than  the 
generality  of  readers  may  approve, 
the  private  feelings  and  motives  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  as  well  as 
the  great  principles  of  his  public 
and  profeffional  character.  Yet 
this  has  been  a  moft  arduous  talk  ; 
and  its  performance  is  more  eafy 
to  cavil  at  than  to  accompliihA 
Their  objed  is  certainly  praife- 
worthy ;  but  we  mull  beg  leave 
to  doubt  whether  it  might  not 
have  been  at  leaft  as  perfedly 
accomplifhed  in  a  happier  manner. 
The  narrative  is  provokingly 
tame,  almofi:  throughout;  andhas 
the  additional  defed  of  being  per¬ 
petually  broken  and  interrupted, 
by  letters  and  documents,  of  many 
of  which  only  the  fubftance  ought 
to  be  introduced  into  the  text. 
This  circumfiance  gives  a  pie- 
baid,  patch  work  appearance, 
which  is  in  no  common  degree 
difpleafing.  The  fiyle  of  the 
original  parts  never  rifes  to  vigour 
or  elegance;  it  is  often  incorred, 
always  feeble.  So  poor,  in  fad,  is 
the  fivle,  that  we  are  not  quite 
certain  that  we  ought  to  complain 
of  the  pages  being  fo  thickly  fown 
as  they  arc  with  quotations  from 
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all  quarters.  Asa  ftore  houfe  of 
fads  relative  to  Lord  Nelfon,  the 
book  is,  however,  invaluable ;  and 
we  will,  therefore,  avail  ourfelves 
of  it,  to  lay  before  our  readers  a 
rapid  Iketch  of  a  part  of  the  public 
life  of  that  heroic  feaman. 

The  village  of  Burnham  Thorpe, 
in  Norfolk,  of  which  parifh  his 
father  was  redor,  has  the  honour 
of  being  the  birth  place  of  Horatio 
Nelfon.  He  was  born  in  the  Par- 
fonage  houfe  there,  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1758.  The  firft  rudi¬ 
ments  of  his  education  were  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  high  fchool,  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  whence  he  was  removed  to 
North  Walfiiam.  Delicate  in  his 
frame,  and  feeble  in  his  conftitu- 
tion,  he  was,  neverthelefs,  even 
from  his  childhood,  remarkable  for 
his  intrepid  fpirit ;  and  not  lefs  fo 
for  his  difintereftednefs  and  high 
fenfe  of  honour. 

At  the  age  of  twelve,  a  wifli  to 
lighten  the  burthens  of  his  father, 
who  had  a  large  family  and  a  nar¬ 
row  income,  induced  Nelfon  to 
requeft  that  he  might  be  fent  to 
fea,  under  the  aufpices  of  his  mater¬ 
nal  uncle,  Captain  Maurice  Suck¬ 
ling  ;  that  gentleman  having  been 
recently  appointed  to  the  Raifon. 
able  of  64  guns.  His  wilh  was 
complied  with.  As  far  as  mufcu- 
lar  ftrength  is  concerned,  it  is 
evident  that  his  uncle  did  not 
think  that  the  choice  of  the  naval 
profeffion  was  wifely  made. 
“  What,*'  faid  he,  “  has  poor 
Horace  done,  who  is  fo  weak, 
that  he  above  all  the  reft  Ihould 
be  fent  to  rough  it  out  at  fea  ?  But 
let  him  come ;  and  the  firft  time 
we  go  into  adion,  a  cannon  balj 
may  knock  off  his  head  and  pro¬ 
vide  for  him  at  once/*  Happily 
for  his  country  Ills  anticipated  fate 
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was  long  delayed,  and  he  lived  to 
afford  a  fplendid  proof  of  the  tri¬ 
umphant  afcendancy  of  mind  over 
matter,  whenever  great  caufes 
ftimulate  it  into  adion. 

It  was  in  the  fpring  of  1771 
that  Nelfon  joined  the  Raifonabie 
in  the  Medway.  The  circumftan- 
ces  of  his  introdudion  were  not 
much  calculated  to  attach  him  to 
his  new  mode  of  life.  He  was  left 
at  Chatham  to  find  his  way  as  he 
could  on  board  of  the  fhip  ;  his 
uncle  was  abfent  ;  his  health  had 
been  much  impaired  by  an  aguifli 
complaint  and  for  Come  days  he 
regularly  paced  the  quarter-deck, 
and  feemed  to  have  no  friend. 

The  Raifonabie  being  fhortly 
after  paid  off,  Captain  Suckling 
was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Triumph  Guardftiip,  of  74 
guns,  ftationed  in  the  Medway. 
As  this  was  thought  too  inadive 
a  fituation  for  the  early  part  of 
young  Nelfon’ s  naval  life,  he  was 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  a  mer¬ 
chant  fhip,  with  Mr.  John  Rath- 
bone,  who  had  ferved  under  his 
uncle.  He  returned  to  the  Tri¬ 
umph  in  July,  1772.  f(  I  came 
back,”  fays  he,  “  k  practical  fea¬ 
man,  with  a  horror  of  the  royal 
navy,  and  with  a  faying,  then 
conftant  with  the  feamen,  ‘  Aft 
the  moft  honour,  forward  the 
better  man!’  It  was  many  weeks 
before  I  got  in  the  leaft  reconciled 
to  a  man  of  war,  fo  deep  was  the 
prejudice  rooted ;  and  what  pains 
were  taken  to  inftil  this  erroneous 
principle  in  a  young  mind!” 

This  prejudice  was,  however, 
at  length  obliterated  by  the  judici¬ 
ous  condud  of  Captain  Suckling. 
It  was  the  ambition  of  Nelfon  to 
be  a  thorough  feaman,  and  it  was 
always  held  out  to  him  as  a  re¬ 
ward. 
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ward,  by  his  uncle,  that,  “  if  he 
attended  well  to  his  navigation, 
he  ftiould  go  in  the  cutter  and 
decked  long  boat,  which  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  commanding  officer's 
fliip  at  Chatham."  This  indul¬ 
gence  had  the  ftill  more  beneficial 
effect  of  rendering  him  (i  confident 
of  himfelf  among  rocks  and  fandsf ' 
he  being  under  the  neceffity  of 
ftudying  the  Ihoaly  and  intricate 
paffes  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames, 
and  the  rocky  coalts  of  the  county 
of  Kent. 

In  this  fituation  he  continued 
till,  in  the  fpring  of  1773,  the 
fitting  out  of  an  expedition,  un¬ 
der  Captain  Phipps,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  attempting  to  penetrate 
towards  the  north  pole,  fo  forcibly 
excited  his  fpirit  of  enterprize 
that  he  left  no  done  unturned  to 
be  admitted  on  board  of  one  of 
the  vefifels.  It  had  been  refolved 
that  boys,  as  being  of  no  ufe, 
fhould  not  be  received,  but,  though 
Nelfon  was  not  yet  fifteen,  the  rule 
was  difpenfed  with  in  his  favour, 
and  he  was  put  under  the  care  of 
Captain  Lutwidge,  who  comman¬ 
ded  the  Carcafs.  At  the  requefi: 
of  the  youthful  failor.  Captain 
Lutwidge  made  him  his  cox- 
fwain  ;  and  when,  at  a  fubfequent 
period,  the  fhips  were  hemmed  in 
by  the  ice,  fo  that  there  appeared 
to  be  a  neceffity  for  abandoning 
them,  his  commander  determined 
to  entrufl  him  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  four-oared  cutter,  con¬ 
taining  twelve  men. 

During  their  day  in  the  polar 
feas,  Nelfon  gave  an  amufing  proof 
of  his  contempt  of  danger,  and  his 
filial  feeling.  He  and  one  of  his 
companions  contrived,  during  a 
fog,  to  deal  to  the  ice  for  the 
purpofe  of  procuring  a  bear  Jkin. 


In  the  morning  they  were  difcovered 
attacking  a  large  bear,  and  a  fig- 
nal  was  made  for  their  immediate 
return.  His  comrade  obeyed,  and 
exhorted  him  to  abandon  the  pur- 
fuit.  ii  He  was  at  this  time  divi¬ 
ded  by  a  chafm  in  the  ice  from  his 
Ihaggy  antagonift,  which  proba¬ 
bly  faved  his  life  :  for  the  mulket 
had  dadied  in  the  pan,  and  their 
ammunition  was  expended.  (  Never 
mind,  exclaimed  Horatio,  do  but 
let  me  get  a  blow  at  this  devil 
with  the  butt-end  of  my  mulket, 
and  we  fhall  have  him.'  His  com¬ 
panion,  finding  that  entreaty  was 
in  vain,  regained  the  Ihip.  The 
Captain,  feeing  the  young  man’s 
danger,  ordered  a  gun  to  be  fired 
to  terrify  the  enraged  animal. 
This  had  the  defired  effieH  ;  but 
Nelfon  was  obliged  to  return 
without  his  bear,  fornewhat  agi¬ 
tated  with  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
confequence  of  this  adventure. 
Captain  Lutwidge,  though  he 
could  not  but  admire  fo  daring 
a  difpofition,  reprimanded  him 
rather  ftrongly  for  fuch  rafhnefs, 
and  for  conduH  fo  unworthy  of 
the  fituation  he  occupied  ;  and 
defired  t©  know  what  motive 
he  could  have  for  hunting  a  bear  ? 
Being  thought  by  his  captain  to 
have  added  in  a  manner  unworthy 
of  his  fituation,  made  a  deep  im-  • 
preffion  on  the  high-minded  cox- 
fwain,  who,  pouting  his  lip,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do  when  agitated, 
replied,  ‘  Sir,  I  wilhed  to  kill  the 
bear,  that  I  might  carry  its  Ikin 
to  my  father.'  " 

Such  was  the  activity  of  Nel- 
fon’s  mind  that  he  no  fooner  re¬ 
turned  from  the  icy  fea,  than  he 
folicited  to  be  employed  in  a  fqua- 
dron  which  was  on  the  point  of 
failing  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  He  was. 
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recommended,  by  his  uncle,  to 
Captain  Farmer  of  the  Sea-horfe, 
and  was  ftationed  in  the  foretop 
of  the  fhip  at  watch.  His 
diligence  and  obedience  gained 
him  the  particular  notice  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Farmer,  who  then  placed 
him  on  the  quarter  deck,  and 
rated  him  as  a  midfhipman.  In 
fine  weather,  he  was  now  frequent¬ 
ly  indulged,  by  the  officer  of  the 
watch,  to  take  upon  himfelf  the 
tacking  of  the  fhip,  and  this  he 
performed  in  a  feaman-like  man¬ 
ner,  and  with  officer-like  autho¬ 
rity.  u  His  ardent  ambition/’ 
fays  an  excellent  officer,  who  was 
mafter  of  the  Seahorfe,  “  was 
to  make  himfelf  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  moft  minute 
part  of  a  feaman’s  duty.”  While 
ferving  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  he 
formed  many  friendfhips,  which 
were  never  interrupted  during  the 
continuance  of  hisexiftence;  and 
he  vifited  almoft  every  part  of  that 
extenfive  coaft,  from  Buffo  rah  to 
Bengal. 

The  frozen  clime  of  the  north 
had  given  fuch  vigour  to  his  con- 
ftitution  that,  on  his  entering  the 
Seahorfe,  his  appearance  was  that 
of  if  a  boy  with  a  florid  counte¬ 
nance,  rather  flout  and  athletic.” 
But  he  Tank  under  the  peftilential 
heat  of  a  protracted  oriental  cruife  ; 
and,  when  he  had  been  eighteen 
months  in  India,  was  attacked  by 
a  malignant  diforder,  which  al¬ 
moft  baffled  the  powers  of  medi¬ 
cine,  reduced  him  to  a  mere  fkele- 
ton,  deprived  him  for  a  while  of 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  would 
ultimately  have  defiroyed  him, 
had  not  Captain  Pigot,  of  the 
Dolphin,  kindly  conveyed  him  to 
his  native  country. 

In  that  depreffion  of  fpirits 


OF  BOOKS.  [ids 3 

which  fo  often  accompanies  and 
aggravates  diforders  of  the  kind 
under  which  he  laboured,  Nelfon 
at  times  gave  way  to  the  gloomy 
perfuafion  that  the  path  of  naval 
glory  was  for  ever  clofed  to  him. 
His  feelings  on  this  occafion,  and 
the  fudderi  illumination  which  dif- 
pelled  the  darknefs  of  them,  were, 
many  years  afterwards,  defcribed 
by  him,  in  familiar  converfe  with 
a  friend.  “  I  felt  impreffed/' 
faid  he,  u  with  an  idea  that  I 
fhould  never  rife  in  my  profeffion. 
My  mind  was  ftaggered  with  a 
view  of  the  difficulties  I  had  to 
furmount,  and  the  little  intereft 
I  poffeffed.  I  could  difcover  no 
means  of  reaching  the  objedl  of 
my  ambition.  After  a  long  and 
gloomy  reverie,  in  which  I  almoft 
wifhed  myfelf  overboard,  a  fudderi 
glow  of  patriotifm  was  kindled 
within  me,  and  prefented  my  king 
and  country  as  my  patron.  My 
mind  exulted  in  the  idea.  Well 
then !  I  exclaimed,  I  will  be  a 
hero,  and  confiding  in  Providence 
I  will  brave  every  danger/-— *The 
fpirit  of  Nelfon  revived  ;  and  from 
that  hour,  in  his  mind’s  eye,  as  he 
often  declared  to  Captain  Hardy, 
a  radiant  orb  was  fufpended  which 
urged  him  onward  to  renown.” 

The  health  of  Nelfon  was  reno¬ 
vated  by  his  return  to  a  more 
genial  climate,  and  his  profpeCls 
were  brightened  by  the  promotion 
of  his  uncle  to  the  comptrollerfhip 
of  the  navy,  in  the  place  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer.  Previoufly,  how¬ 
ever,  to  this  latter  event,  Nelfon 
failed  to  Gibraltar,  with  Captain 
Mark  Robinfon,  as  adling  fourth 
lieutenant  of  the  Worcefter.  He 
was  then  but  eighteen,  an  age 
which  might  have  been  thought 
a  fufficient  caufe  for  not  entruft- 
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ing  him  with  the  charge  of  a 
watch.  He  was,  however,  en- 
trufted  with  it,  and  Captain  Robin- 
fon  ufed  to  declare  that  t(  he  felt 
as  eafy  when  Nelfon  was  on  deck, 
as  when  any  other  of  his  officers 
was  there.” 

Jt  was  on  the  eight  of  April, 
1777,  that  he  paffed  through  the 
ordeal  of  that  public  examination, 
which  was  neceffary  to  give  him 
a  folid  eftablifhment  in  the  naval 
fervice.  His  uncle,  as  comp¬ 
troller,  was  at  the  head  of  the  exa¬ 
mining  captains  ;  but,  with  a  proper 
fpirit  towards  himfelf  and  his  ne¬ 
phew,  he  carefully  concealed  his 
relationfhip.  Nelfon  felt  a  momen¬ 
tary  confulion  at  his  new  fituation, 
from  which,  however,  he  foon  re¬ 
covered  ;  and  he  then  gave  fuch 
fatisfaftory  anfwers  as  convinced 
his  hearers  that  he  poffeffed  emi¬ 
nent  talents  and  fkill .  tf  The  ex¬ 
amination  paffed  in  a  manner  very 
honourable  to  him  :  upon  which 
his  unde  immediately  threw  off 
his  referve,  and  riling  from  his 
feat,  introduced  his  nephew.  The 
examining  captains  expreffed  their 
furprife  at  his  not  having  informed 
them  of  this  before.”  (C  No,” 
replied  the  independent  comptrol¬ 
ler,  (S  I  did  not  wilh  the  Youn- 
ker  to  be  favoured :  I  felt  con¬ 
vinced  that  he  would  pafs  a  good 
examination,  and  you  fee,  gentle¬ 
men,  I  have  not  been  difappoint- 
edP’  On  the  following  day  he 
received  a  commiffion,  as  fecond 
lieutenant  of  the  Loweftoff  frigate, 
which  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Locker,  who  foon  became  one  of 
his  moll  valuable  as  he  was  one  of 
his  earlieft  friends.  The  health  of 
Nelfon  was  at  this  moment  fo  weak 
that  he  was  fubjed  to  fainting  fits. 


from  which  it  fometimes  Teemed 
doubtful  whether  he  would  return 
to  life  ;  but  he  poffeffed  (i  the  un¬ 
conquerable  mind,”  and  he  who 
poffeffes  that,  will  generally  rife 
fuperior  to  corporeal  weaknefs. 

On  the  Jamaica  ftation,  to  which 
Nelfon  almoft  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded,  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
intrepidity  and  a&ivity.  Wher¬ 
ever  there  was  any  hope  of  finding 
an  enemy,  there  was  Nelfon  to  be 
found.  As  even  a  frigate  did  not 
afford  fcope  enough  to  his  enter- 
prifing  fpirit,  he  repeatedly  ob¬ 
tained  the  command  of  a  fchooner, 
which  was  one  of  the  Lowef- 
toffe’s  tenders.  In  this  little  vef- 
fel  he  acquired  a  complete  pilot’s 
knowledge  of  all  the  paffages 
through  the  iflands  on  the  north 
coaft  of  Hifpaniola.  During  his 
fervice  on  this  ftation  he  gave  a 
new  proof  of  his  courage,  by  vo¬ 
lunteering  to  board  an  American 
prize,  while  a  tremendous  fea  was 
running  over  her  deck.  So  com¬ 
pletely  water-logged  was  Ihe,  from 
having  carried  a  heavy  prefs  of 
fail,  that  his  boat  went  in  on  deck 
and  out  again  with  the  feud.  With 
equal  fpirit,  when  cruifing  in  ano¬ 
ther  tender,  he  determined  'to  ex¬ 
amine  a  fchooner  which  had  taken 
fhelter  under  the  guns  of  a  French 
frigate. 

Sir  Peter  Parker  having  fuc- 
ceeded  to  Admiral  Gayton,  in  the 
command  of  the  Jamaica  fquadron, 
he,  at  the  requeft  of  Captain  Lock¬ 
er,  appointed  Nelfon  to  the  third 
lieutenancy  of  his  flag-fnip>,  the 
Briftcl,  and  foon  after  to  the  firft 
lieutenantfhip.  He  became  a  zea¬ 
lous  friend  to  Nelfon,  who  alfo 
found  in  Lady  Parker  a  fecond 
mother.  The  acquifition  of  fuch 
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a  patron  counterbalanced  the  lofs 
which  he  fuftained  of  his  uncle. 
Captain  Maurice  Suckling. 

Nelfon  continued  in  the  Brif- 
tol  till  December  1778,, when  he 
was  made  commander  of  the  Bad¬ 
ger  brig,  and  fent  to  protedl  the 
Mofquito  ihore  and  the  bay  of 
Honduras;  a  fervice  which  he  fo 
efficiently”  performed  that  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  unanimous  thanks  of 
the  fettlers,  and  the  expreffion  of 
their  regret  on  his  leaving  them. 
At  Montego  bay,  at  which  he 
anchored  on  his  return,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  pre¬ 
fence  of  mind.  The  Glafgow,  of 
20  guns,  having  taken  fire,  se  he 
immediately  manned  the  Badger’s 
boats,  and  forced  the  crew  of  the 
Glafgow,  who  had  thrown  them- 
felves  into  the  fea,  to  return  to 
their  (hip.  He  then  directed  them 
to  throw  their  powder  overboard, 
and  to  point  their  guns  upwards. 
Owing  to  this  refolute  conduct,  no 
lives,  except  that  of  the  mailer, 
were  loft:  but  the  (hip  was  burnt 
to  the  water’s  edge/' 

In  June,  1779,  when  he  had  not 
yet  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  Nelfon  was  made  poll  into 
the  Hinchinbrooke,  of  28  guns. 
Jamaica  was  at  this  moment  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  armament  of  D’Ef- 
taing,  which  had  arrived  at  Hif- 
paniola,  from  Martinico.  It  is 
the  ftrongeft  teftimony  which  can 
be  given  to  the  merit  of  Nelfon, 
that  both  the  Admiral  and  Gene¬ 
ral  concurred  in  entrufting  him 
with  the  command  of  the  batte¬ 
ries  at  Fort  Royal ;  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  of  the  polls,  as  it  was  the 
key  of  all  the  others.  He  feems 
to  have  had  fome  doubts  of  the 
poffibiiity  of  an  effedluai  defence  ; 
for,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  on  this 


occafion,  he  fays  u  I  think  you 
mud  not  be  furprifed  to  hear  of  my 
learning  to  fpeak  French/*  Fortu¬ 
nately,  nothing  was  attempted  by 
the  enemy. 

The  ftorm  having  blown  over, 
the  Britiki  leaders  were  left  at 
libertyr  to  employ,  on  adlive  fer¬ 
vice,  a  part  of  their  forces.  In 
the  beginning  of  1780,  an  expe¬ 
dition  was  projected  againft  a 
part  of  the  Spanilh  American  pof- 
feffions.  It  was  intended  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  Rio  San  Juan,  reduce 
the  fort  of  that  name,  and  then 
to  feize  on  the  cities  of  Granada, 
Leon,  and  Carthago,  by  which 
means  all  communication  would 
be  cut  off  between  Mexico  and 
the  colonies  to  the  fouth.  Such 
an  enterprife  might  have  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  moft  important  con- 
fequences,  had  it  been  undertaken 
by  an  adequate  army.  But  the 
numbers  devoted  to  the  purpofe 
feem  rather  to  have  been  calculated 
for  predatory  incurfion  than  for 
permanent  conqueft.  They  were 
not  originally  more  than  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  and  a  few  Indians  ;  and, 
though  reinforcements  were  after¬ 
wards  fent,  they  only  filled  up  the 
vacancies  which  had  been  made  by 
death.  Nelfon,  in  the  Hinchin¬ 
brooke,  was  ordered  to  convoy 
the  troops  to  the  Spanilh  main,  and 
his  fervice  was  to  ceaie  on  their 
being  fafely  landed. 

When,  however,  they  arrived 
on  the  coaft,  there  was  not  a  man 
who  had  ever  been  up  the  river, 
or  had  an  idea  of  the  diftance  of 
any  fort  i  heat  ion  from  its  mouth. 
Nelfon,  therefore,  with  the  fea- 
men,  manned  the  Mofquito  ihore 
craft  and  two  of  his  (hip’s  boats, 
and  undertook  to  convey  the  fol- 
diers  to  the  caftle  of  San  Juan  : 

a  toilfome 
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a  toilfome  talk,  as,  under  the  in- 
tenfe  heat  of  the  fun,  the  boats 
were  frequently  obliged  to  be  drag¬ 
ged  through  fhallow  channels. 
When  they  had  advanced  fome 
diftance  up  the  river,  they  were 
flopped  by  a  battery  of  nine  or  ten 
fwivels,  on  the  fmall  ifland  of  San 
Bartholomew.  This  battery  Nel- 
fon,  immediately,  to  ufe  his  own 
expreffion,  boarded.  ((  With  an 
intrepidity  that  was  irrefiflible,  he 
headed  a  few  of  his  feamen,  and 
leaped  upon  the  beach.  The  place, 
on  which  he  had  precipitated  him- 
felf,  was  fo  muddy,  that  he  found 
confiderable  difficulty  in  extrica¬ 
ting  himfelfj  but  he  would  admit 
of  no  delay,  and,  advancing  with¬ 
out  his  fhoes,  [formed  the  battery. 
In  this  gallant  exploit  he  was 
bravely  fupported  by  Captain 
Defpard.  The  Spaniards  were 
panic  ilruck  at  the  daring  prompt- 
nefs  of  the  attack,  and  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  efcape,  being  {top¬ 
ped  by  the  Indians,  who  had  been 
polled  higher  up  for  that  pur- 
pofe.” 

They  had  now  to  perform  a 
perilous  march  through  woods 
nearly  impaffable,  and  infefled 
with  multitudes  of  the  word  kind 
of  fnakes.  From  one  of  the  molt 
venomous  of  thefe  fnakes,  which 
had  entered  his  hammock  while  he 
flept,  Nelfon  was  faved  by  the 
providential  warning  of  that  mar¬ 
vellous  creature  called  the  Moni. 
tory  Lizard,  which  paffed  over 
his  face,  and  awoke  him  in  time 
to  preferve  his  life.  “  From  this 
efcape,  the  Indians,  who  attended, 
entertained  an  idea  that  he  was  a 
fuperior  being,  under  an  efpecial 
protection  ;  and  this  idea,  which 
his  wonderful  abilities  and  unwea¬ 
ried  exertions  tended  to  confirm, 


was  of  effential  fervice  in  gaining 
their  confidence,  and  prolonging 
their  co-operation .”  Nor  was  this 
his  only  danger  from  natural  cau- 
fes.  By  drinking  of  a  fpring,  into 
which  fome  branches  of  that  dead¬ 
ly  tree  the  manchineel  had  been 
thrown,  he  was  near  falling  a 
facrifice,  and  his  delicate  conflitu- 
tion  fuflained  lafling  injury.  Equal 
injury  was  done  to  his  health,  by 
the  climate,  which,  at  that  feafon, 
is  fo  peftilential,  that  out  of  the 
crew  of  the  Hinchinbrooke,  con- 
filling  of  two  hundred  men,  not 
more  than  ten  individuals  ulti¬ 
mately  furvived. 

Having  reached  the  caftle  of 
San  Juan,  he  advifed  the  carrying 
of  it  by  affault ;  a  truly  prudent 
council,  which  was  over-ruled  by 
the  cold  cautioufnefs  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  officers.  Had  it  been  fol¬ 
lowed,  eleven  days,  and  many 
hundred  lives,  a  facrifice  to  dif- 
eafe,  would  ha  ye  been  faved.  A 
fiege  having  been  refolved  upon, 
Nelfon  lent  an  effectual  affiftance, 
by  railing  and  fighting  the  batte¬ 
ries  againft  the  place.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  before  his  health  was 
irrecoverably  gone,  he  was  re¬ 
called  to  Jamaica,  by  his  being 
appointed  to  the  Janus,  of  44 
guns.  But,  fo  debilitated  was  he 
by  the  dyfentery,  and  fo  worn  out 
by  fatigue,  that,  on  his  arrival  at 
Port  Royal,  he  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  on  fhore  in  his  cot.  By 
the  kind  care  of  Admiral  and  Lady 
Parker,  who  watched  at  his  bed- 
fide  by  turns,  he  was  enabled  to 
refume  the  command  of  his  fhip. 
It  was  not  long,  however,  be¬ 
fore  he  relapfcd  ;  and  he  was 
now  informed  by  the  phyficians 
that,  while  he  remained  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  it  was  impoffible 
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fot  him  to  recover.  He,  therefore, 
failed  for  England  in  the  Lion, 
commanded  by  the  Hon.  W. 
Cornwallis,  to  whofe  kindnefs  and 
attention  he  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledged  himfelf  to  be  indebted,  for 
having  reached  England  alive. 

After  having  undergone  eleven 
weeks  of  buffering  at  Bath,  ho  was 
at  length  rellored  to  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs.  As  boon  as  his  health  was 
reinftated,  he  was  eager  to  return 
to  his  profeffional  duties.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  Auguft,  1781, 
that  he  could  obtain  a  fhip.  He 
was  then  appointed  to  the  Albe¬ 
marle  of  28  guns,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  convoy  the  trade  of  the 
Baltic,  To  an  invalid,  exhaufted 
by  a  fultry  climate,  the  cold  and 
humid  atmofphereof  the  north  be  a, 
at  buch  a  period  of  the  year,  could 
fcarcely  fail  of  being  ferioufly  pre¬ 
judicial.  That  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  fhould  aCl  with  fo  little 
humane  feeling  to  fo  valuable  an 
officer,  would,  perhaps,  excite  fur- 
pribe,  did  we  not  recoiled!  the 
(i  fantaftic  tricks’  *  which  (<  brief 
authority”  has  always  played.  On 
the  mind  of  Nelfon  this  circum. 
ffance  made  a  lading  impreffion. 

At  this  epoch,  the  armed  neu¬ 
trality  was  on  foot,  and  the  Nor¬ 
thern  courts  looked  upon  England 
with  a  jealous  or  malignant  eye. 
When  Nelfon  anchored  off  Elfineur, 
4<  the  Danifh  admiral  merely  fent 
a  midfhipman  on  board  the  Albe¬ 
marle,  defiling  to  be  informed 
what  (hips  had  arrived,  and  to 
have  their  force  written  down. 

<  The  Albemarle, f  exclaimed  Nel¬ 
fon/  is  one  of  his  Britannic  inajef- 
ty’s  fhips  ;  you  are  at  liberty, 
Sir,  to  count  her  guns  as  you  go 
down  the  fide  ;  and  you  may  affure 
the  Danifh  admiral  that,  if  necef- 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol,  IX.  New  S 
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fary,  they  fhall  all  be  well  fervedd 
The  midfhipman  returned  with  his 
meffage,  and  Captain  Nelfon  boon 
afterwards  fent  his  boat  afhore  to 
the  governor,  to  inform  him,  that 
the  Englifh  fquadron  would  falute 
the  caftle  of  Cronenburgh  with 
nineteen  guns,  provided  an  equal 
number  were  returned.  On  this 
communication  being  made,  re- 
criprocal  civilities  took  place,  and 
the  negleft  of  the  Danifh  comman¬ 
der,  in  not  fending  an  officer  of 
higher  rank  on  board  the  Albe¬ 
marle,  was  forgiven. ,f  In  this  voy¬ 
age,  Nelfon  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  the  Danifh  coaft,  and  of  its 
foundings,  of  which,  twenty  years 
afterwards,  he  availed  himfelf  fa¬ 
tally  to  the  Danes.  On  his  return 
home,  in  January  1782,  he  was 
expofed  to  greater  danger  than  any 
which  he  had  encountered  in  the 
northern  feas-  While  he  was  on 
fhore,  fo  violent  a  gale  came  on, 
that  almoft  all  the  veffels  in  the 
Downs  drove,  and  were  in  the  uN 
moft  peril.  Apprehenfive  that  the 
Albemarle  might  drive  on  the 
Goodwin,  Nelfon  hurried  down  to 
the  beach,  and  endeavoured  to 
procure  the  means  of  getting  on 
board ;  but  the  gale  was  fo  heavy, 
and  the  furf  fo  tremendous,  that 
even  the  boatmen  of  Deal  were 
unwilling  to  run  the  hazard  of 
putting  to  fea.  At  length  the 
promife  of  a  large  reward  prevail¬ 
ed  over  the  fears  of  fome  of  them  ; 
and  “  Nelfon,  to  the  aflonifhment 
of  all  beholders,  was  long  feen 
ft  niggling  with  a  raging  and 
mountainous  furf,  in  which  the 
boat  was  continually  immerged. 
After  much  difficulty,  he  got  on 
board  his  fhip,  which  loft  her  bow- 
fpritand  fore  mail.” 

His  next  deftination  was  to 
eiues.  [3  X  ]  Quebec. 


10.58]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


Quebec.  u  I  want  much/*  faid 
he,  “  to  get  off  from  this  con¬ 
founded  voyage,  and  believe  if  I 
had  time  to  look  a  little  about  me, 

I  could  get  another  fhip.  Mr. 
Adair,  who  attends  on  Mr.  Kep- 
pel,  might  tell  him,  that  in  fuch  a 
country  I  {hall  be  laid  up ;  for  he 
has  informed  me,  that  if  I  were 
fent  to  a  cold  damp  climate,  it 
would  make  we  worfe  than  ever* 
Many  of  my  naval  friends  have 
advifed  me  to  reprefent  my  fitu- 
ation  to  Admiral  Keppel,  and 
they  have  no  doubt  but  he  would 
give  other  orders,  or  remove  me  : 
but  as  I  received  my  orders  from 
Lord  Sandwich,  1  cannot  help 
thinking  it  wrong  to  a  Ik  Mr* 
Keppel  to  alter  them.”  On  this 
fervice,  therefore,  he  proceeded ; 
and,  happily,  with  lefs  injury  to 
his  health  than  he  expefted. 

Having  feen  his  convoy  fafe  into 
the  St.  Laurence,  he  failed  on  a 
cruife,  during  which  a  little  inci¬ 
dent  occurred,  that  {hows  the  kind- 
nefs  of  his  heart.  Off  cape  Cod 
he  captured  a  fiftiing  fchooner, 
belonging  to  that  place,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  one  Carver,  and  nearly 
all  that  he  poffeffed.  This  man 
had  a  large  family,  and  the  cap¬ 
ture  was  nothing  lefs  than  ruin 
to  hitn  and  them,  Nelfon  order¬ 
ed  him  on  board  of  the  Albemarle, 
to  aft  as  pilot  among  the  lhoals  of 
Bofton  bay  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood.  This  office  the  unfortunate 
Carver  performed  with  fidelity  ; 
and  his  fidelity  did  not  remain 
without  its  reward.  When  his 
affiftance  was  no  longer  wanted, 
Nelfon  addreffed  him  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words,  (t  you  have  rendered 
us.  Sir,  a  very  effential  fervice, 
and  it  is  not  the  cuftom  of  Env- 
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lifli  feamen  to  be  ungrateful.  In 


the  name,  therefore,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  officers  of  this 
fhip,  I  return  your  fchooner,  and 
with  it  this  certificate  of  your 
good  conduft.  Farewell !  and  may 
God  blefs  you  !”  On  opening  the 
certificate,  the  delighted  American 
found  that  it  was  fo  worded  as 
to  be,  in  faft,  a  proteftion 
againft  future  capture.  His  grati¬ 
tude  proved  that  he  deferved  this 
favour.  At  the  rifk  of  his  life,  he 
afterwards  came  off  to  the  Albe¬ 
marle,  with  four  fh.eep,  fome  poul¬ 
try,  and  a  quantity  of  vegetables, 
as  a  prefent  to  her  captain.  The 
fcurvy  was  then  raging  in  the  fhip, 
and,  confequently,  the  prefent  was 
doubly  valuable.  “  For  a  long 
time  Carver  peremptorily  refufed 
to  be  paid,  but  was  at  length  re- 
luftantly  compelled  to  receive 
it,  left  he  ftiould  offend  Captain 
Nelfon  ;  and  here  again  that  illuf- 
trious  feaman  difplayed  another 
inftance  of  his  humanity,  for  the 
whole  of  the  American’s  prefent 
was  ftiared  equally  amongft  the 
lick.” 

While  cruifing  in  Bofton  Bay, 
he  was  placed  in  a  fttuation  which 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  (how- 
ing  his  prefence  of  mind,  and  the 
decifion  of  his  charafter.  He  was 
fuddenly  chafed  by  four  French 
fail  of  the  line  and  the  Iris  frigate, 
from  Bofton  harbour,  forming  a 
part  of  M.  Vaudreuii’s  fquadron. 
As,  after  a  chafe  of  feveral  hours, 
Nelfon  found  that  they  gained 
upon  him  confiderably,  he  boldly 
determined,  trufting  to  his  {kill  in 
pilotage,  to  run  among  the  fhoals 
of  St.  George’s  bank,  a  long  la¬ 
byrinth  of  fands,  which  lies  to 
the  eaft  of  the  harbour  of  Bof¬ 
ton.  His  plan  fucceeded.  The 
men  of  war  drew  off,  but  the 
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frigate  ftill  continued  to  follow ; 
upon  which  Nelfon,  as  foon  as  fhe 
was  fufficiently  feparated  from  her 
companions,  Ihortened  fail,  hove 
to,  and  prepared  for  a<5iion.  The 
Iris,  however,  was  not  difpofed 
to  come  to  clofe  quarters.  She 
difcontinued  the  chace,  and  availed 
herfelf  of  the  night  to  effect  her 
efcape. 

Another  proof  of  his  coolnefs 
was  afforded  in  his  paffage  to 
Quebec.  Having  taken  a  pilot  on 
board,  to  carry'  the  fhip  from  the 
ifle  of  Bee  to  the  Canadian  capital, 
f(  they  weighed,  and  made  fail 
with  light  airs  of  wind  through 
the  north  traverfe;  but  it  fell 
calm,  and  the  fhip  drifted  among 
the  Ihoals.  The  pilot,  who  was 
frightened  out  of  his  fenfes,  ear- 
neftly  entreated  the  Captain  to  go 
back  to  the  anchorage  they  had 
left  in  the  morning,  5 No/  replied 
Nelfon,  ( I  have  a  great  number 
of  men  lick  on  board,  I  am  bound 
to  Quebec,  and  there  I  will  go/ 
Upon  which,  adds  Lieutenant 
Bromwich,  we  turned  to,  and 
warped  the  fhip  through  the 
north  traverfe,  to  the  utter  aftonifh- 
ment  of  the  pilot/” 

At  Quebec,  Nelfon,  whofe 
mind  difplayed  equal  ardour  in 
whatever  purfuit  it  was  engaged, 
became  violently  attached  to  an 
American  lady.  He  was  on  the 
eve  of  plunging  into  matrimony, 
when  he  was  flopped  by  the  re- 
monftrances  and  arguments  of  a 
friend,  who  fucceeded  in  convin¬ 
cing  him  that  fuch  a  flep  would 
be  utter  ruin  to  all  his  naval 
hopes.  Glory  for  once  prevailed 
over  love,  and  Nelfon  returned, 
unmarried,  to  his  ftation  off  the 
American  coafl. 
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But,  though  this  llation  was  the 
bell  for  making  prize  money,  Nel¬ 
fon  was  anxious  to  quit  it,  for  that 
of  the  Well  Indies,  which  he  con¬ 
fide  red  as  being  (s  the  ftation  for 
honour.”  He,  therefore,  intreat- 
ed  Lord  Hood  to  afk  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  Albemarle,  and  his 
requeft  was  granted.  It  was  not, 
however,  without  much  difficulty 
that  Admiral  Digby  could  be  per- 
fuaded  to  deprive  himfelf  of  the 
fervice  of  an  officer  whom  he  fo 
highly  valued.  Lord  Hood  was 
equally  fenfible  of  Nelfon’s  merit  ; 
he  looked  upon  him  as  one  of  the 
beft  officers  in  his  fleet,  and  treat¬ 
ed  him  as  if  he  were  his  fon.  With 
Lord  Hood  he  continued,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  till  the  clofe  of  the 
war,  and  though  no  opportunity 
occurred  of  fignalizing  himfelf  by 
any  fplendid  aftion,  his  a&ivity 
and  fkill  were  univerfally  admired. 
He  returned  to  England,  and  was 
paid  off  at  Portfmouth  on  the  third 
of  July,  1783,  and  fo  beloved  was 
he  by  his  men  that  the  whole  of 
them  offered  to  enter  immediately, 
if  he  could  procure  a  fhip. 

It  was  at  the  period  of  his  firfl 
becoming  acquainted  with  Lord 
Hood,  that  he  alfo became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  Prince  William  Henry, 
now  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  who 
had  till  then  ferved  as  a  midfhip- 
man  under  Admiral  Digby,  but 
had  been  transferred,  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  defire,  to  the  Barfleur,  that 
he  might  ferve  under  Lord  Hood. 
This  acquaintance  ripened  into  a 
friendfhip, which  continued  through 
life.  “  I  was  then,”  fays  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  “  a  midfhipman 
on  board  the  Barfleur,  lying  in  the 
narrows  off  Staten  ifland,  and  had 
the  watch  on  deck  ,when  Captain 
[3  X  2]  /  Nelfon 
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Nelfon,  of  the  Albemarle,  came 
in  his  barge  alongfkle,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  mereft  boy  of  a 
captain  I  ever  beheld ;  and  his 
drefs  was  worthy  of  ar  tent  ion.  He 
had  on  a  full  laced  uniform  :  his 
lank  unpowdered  hair  was  tied  in 
a  ftifF  Heflian  tail  of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  length  ;  the  old-fafhioned 
flaps  of  his  w'aiftcoat,  added  to  the 
general  quaintnefs  of  his  figure, 
produced  an  appearance  which 
particularly  attraded  my  notice  ; 
for  I  had  never  feen  any  thing  like 
it  before,  nor  could  I  imagine  who 
he  was,  nor  what  he  came  about. 
My  doubts  were,  however,  re¬ 
moved,  when  Lord  Hood  intro¬ 
duced  me  to  him.  There  was 
fomething  irrefiflibly  pleafing  in 
his  addrefs  and  converfation  ;  and 
an  enthufiafm,  when  fpeaking  on 
profeffional  fubje&s,  that  (hewed 
he  was  no  common  being.  Nelfon 
after  this  went  with  us  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  ferved  under 
Lord  Hood’s  flag  during  his  inde¬ 
fatigable  cruife  off  Cape  Francois. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
American  war,  the  height  of  Nel- 
fon’s  ambition  was  to  command  a 
line  of  battle  (hip ;  as  for  prize 
money,  it  never  entered  his 
thoughts :  he  had  always  in  view 
thecharader  of  his  maternal  uncle. 
I  found  him  warmly  attached  to 
my  father,  and  Angularly  humane  : 
he  had  the  honour  of  the  King’s 
fervice,  and  the  independence  of 
the  Britifli  navy,  particularly  at 
heart;  and  his  mind  glowed  with 
this  idea  as  much  when  he  was 
Amply  captain  of  the  Albemarle, 
and  had  obtained  none  of  the  ho. 
nours  of  his  country,  as  when  he 
was  afterwards  decorated  with  fo 
much  well-earned  diftindion.” 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year 


1783,  Nelfon,  in  company  with 
his  friend,  Captain  Macnamara, 
viAred  France,  with  the  intention 
of  refiding  there  fome  time,  and 
making  himfelf  acquainted  with 
the  French  language.  St.  Omer 
was  the  phce  where  he  took  up  his 
abode.  There  he  did  not  remain 
more  than  two  months,  but  he  re¬ 
mained  long  enough  to  lofe  his 
heart  to  rhe  daughter  of  an  Englilb 
clergyman.  The  narrow  circum- 
ftances  of  both  parties,  however, 
proved  a  bar  to  a  marriage  ;  for 
the  lady  was  dowerlefs,  and  Nelfon, 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  had  u  clofed 
the  war  without  a  fortune,” 
though,  as  he  truly  added,  ((  with¬ 
out  a  fpeck  upon  his  character.” 

In  January,  1784,  became  back 
to  England.  It  was  originally  his 
determination  not  to  ferve  during 
peace  ;  but  his  mind  w'as  too  aftive 
to  fubmit  to  the  monotony  of  re¬ 
tirement  ;  and  he  fpeedily  fought 
to  be  again  employed.  He  was 
commiflioned  to  the  Boreas,  of  28 
guns,  in  March,  and  in  May  fire 
failed  for  her  ftation  at  Barbadoes 
and  the  Leeward  iflands.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  Nelfon,  and  he  fully 
illuflrated  the  truth  of  his  opinion, 
that  “  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
if  he  did  his  duty,  would  And  fuf- 
Acient  to  occupy  his  mind,  and  to 
render  fervice  to  his  country,  on 
any  ftation,  either  in  peace  or 
war.” 

On  board  of  the  Boreas  were  a 
number  of  young  midfhipmen.  The 
manner  in  which  Nelfon  behaved 
to  thefe  youths  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
corded,  not  only  in  juftice  to  his 
heart  and  his  judgment,  but  alfo  as 
a  leflon  to  others  w'ho  areentrufted 
with  authority.  It  is  not  by 
brute  violence,  or  fupercilious 
pride,  as  fome  foolifhly  imagine, 
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that  duty  is  taught,  or  refpecl  in- 
fured.  The  account  is  given  by 
Lady  Hughes,  who  failed  with 
him  to  the  Weft  Indies.  44  It 
may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,”  fays 
fhe,  44  that  among  the  number  of 
thirty,  there  muft  have  been  timid 
fpirits,  as  well  as  bold  :  the  timid 
he  never  rebuked  ;  but  always 
wifhed  to  fhew  them,  he  defired 
nothing  that  he  would  not  inftantly 
do  himfelf:  and  I  have  known 
him  tay,  4  Well,  Sir,  I  am  going 
a  race  to  the  maft  head,  and  beg  I 
may  meet  you  there. ’  No  denial 
could  be  given  to  fuch  a  requeft  ; 
and  the  poor  little  fellow  inftantly 
began  to  climb  the  fhrouds.  Cap¬ 
tain  Nelfon  never  took  the  leaft 
notice  in  what  manner  it  was 
done  :  but,  when  they  met  in  the 
rop,  fpoke  in  the  moft  cheerful 
terms  to  the  midftiipman  ;  and  ob~ 
ferved,  how  much  any  perfon  was 
to  be  pitied,  who  could  fancy  there 
was  any  danger,  or  even  any  thing 
difagreeable  in  the  attempt.  After 
this  excellent  example,  I  have  feen 
the  fame  youth,  who  before  was  fo 
timid,  lead  another  in  the  like 
manner,  and  repeat  his  comman¬ 
der’s  words.  How  wife  and  atten¬ 
tive  was  fuch  condud  in  Captain 
Nelfon !  On  the  fame  principle, 
he  every  day  went  into  the  fchool 
room,  and  faw  the  mode  in  which 
they  purfued  their  nautical  acquire¬ 
ments  ;  and  at  twelve  o’clock 
he  was  always  the  firft  on  deck, 
with  his  quadrant ;  no  one  could 
then  negled  his  duty.  There  is 
alfo  another  anecdote,  which  de» 
ferves  to  be  mentioned :  the  day 
we  landed  at  Barbadoes,  and  were 
to  dine  at  the  governor’s,  our  dear 
commander  faid,  4  You  muft  per¬ 
mit  me,  Lady  Hughes,  to  carry 
one  of  my  aid  decamps  with  me;' 
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and  he  prefented  him  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  adding,  4  Your  Excellency 
muft  excufe  me  for  bringing  one  of 
my  midfhipmen  :  I  make  it  a  rule 
to  introduce  them  to  all  the  good 
company  I  can,  as  they  have  few 
to  look  up  to,  befides  myfelf,  durr- 
ing  the  time  they  are  at  fea.* 
This  kindnefs  and  attention  made 
the  young  men  adore  him,  and 
they  vied  with  each  other  in 
an  endeavour  to  anticipate  his 
wi(h  es.”  Nor  was  he  iefs  atten¬ 
tive  to  his  men;  but  took  every 
ftep  which  could  contribute  to 
their  comfort,  and  adopted  every 
precaution  which  could  preferve 
their  health. 

In  afierting  his  own  d  nity 
and  that  of  his  country,  Nelfon 
was,  however,  no  lefs  ready,  than 
he  was  to  perform  ads  of  kindnefs 
in  the  common  intercourfe  of  life. 
In  his  way  to  Antigua  he  put  into 
Fort  Royal  bay,  in  Martinico, 
and  the  French  officer  at  the  cita¬ 
del  having  negleded  to  hoift  the 
colours,  a  mark  of  refped  always 
paid  to  foreign  drips  of  war,  the 
Britifh  captain  immediately  de¬ 
manded,  by  letter,  an  explanation 
from  the  governor.  He  received  an 
apology,  and  the  officer  was  order¬ 
ed  to  be  put  under  arreft.  His  ob- 
jed  being  attained,  Nelfon  re¬ 
queft  ed  and  procured  the  releafe  of 
the  prifoner.  At  Antigua,  Sir  R. 
Hughes  had  erroneoully  authorized 
tire  Refident  Commiftioner  to  hoift 
a  broad  pendant,  and  to  give  or¬ 
ders  to  any  naval  officers  who 
might  put  into  Englilh  Harbour. 
The  fpirit  of  Nelfon  could  not 
fubmit  to  this  innovation,  in  fa¬ 
vour,  too,  of  a  perfon  holding  a 
merely  civil  fituation.  44  I  know 
of  no  fuperiqr  officers,”  exclaimed 
he,  44  except  the  Lords  Com  mi  f- 
[3  X  3]  iioners 
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{loners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  my 
feniors  on  the  Poft  Lift.’’  The 
moment,  therefore,  that  he  an¬ 
chored,  he  ordered  the  broad  pen¬ 
dant  to  be  hauled  down,  and  fent 
back  to  the  dock  yard.  At  the 
fame  time,  to  fhew  that  he  had  no 
other  motive  than  the  good  of  the 
fervice,  he  went  to  dine  with  the 
commiffioner  on  the  fame  day,  and 
carried  to  him  the  firft  information 
of  the  pendant  being  ft  ruck.  The 
queftion  was  referred  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  they 
decided  in  his  favour. 

He  had  not  been  long  on  this 
Hation  before  he  gave  an  inftance 
of  that  care  in  obtaining  informa¬ 
tion  refpedting  the  movements  of 
his  antagonifts,  and  that  prompti¬ 
tude  in  baffling  their  fchemes,  for 
which  he  became  fubfequently  fo 
remarkable.  He  gained  intelli¬ 
gence  that  a  French  frigate  was 
fitting  out  at  Martinico,  theoften- 
fible  object  of  which  was  a  cruize, 
while  the  real  object  was  to  take  a 
furvey  of  our  Weft  India  iflands, 
for  which  purpofe  {he  had  on  board 
two  general  officers  and  fome  en¬ 
gineers.  The  frigate  paffed  to 
leeward  clofe  along  the  fhore  of 
Nevis,  where  the  Boreas,  Nelfon’s 
{hip,  was  then  lying.  He  inftantly 
followed  her  to  the  road  of  St. 
Euftatia,  and  anchored  at  two  ca¬ 
bles  length  on  her  quarter.  Being 
invited  by  the  Dutch  governor  to 
meet  the  French  officer  at  dinner, 
he  took  the  opportunity,  which 
this  meeting  afforded,  to  inform 
the  Captain  of  the  frigate,  with  a 
courtefy  worthy  of  an  experienced 
ftatefman,  t(  that,  underftanding 
it  was  the  wifh  of  the  French  to 
honour  the  BritifhWcft  India  iflands 
with  a  vifit,  he  had  taken  the  ear- 
lieft  opportunity  in  his  power  to 


accompany  them  in  his  Majefty^s 
{hip  the  Boreas,  that  fuch  attention 
might  be  paid  to  the  officers  of  His 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  as  every 
Engliftiman  in  the  iflands  would  be 
proud  of  an  opportunity  of  {hew¬ 
ing.’  ’  This  civility,  as  might  be 
expefted,  was  not  very  cordially 
received  by  the  French ;  who  in 
their  turn  protefted  againft  giving 
fo  much  trouble  ;  and  more  parti¬ 
cularly,  as  they  had  merely  intend¬ 
ed  to  take  a  cruife  round  the  iflands, 
without  landing  on  any.  Captain 
Nelfon  was  determined  to  watch 
them,  and  ftri&ly  adhered  to  his 
purpofe.  The  French  officers,  hav¬ 
ing  made  repeated  attempts  to 
elude  his  vigilance,  but  without 
effedt,  abandoned  their  projeft, 
and  beat  up  to  Martinico.  The 
Boreas  immediately  beat  up  for 
Barbadoes,  and  never  loft  fight  of 
the  frigate  until  (he  was  fafe  in 
Martinico. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  the 
Weft  Indies  before  he  was  involved 
in  a  fort  of  warfare  not  lefs  active, 
but  far  more  difagreeable,  than 
that  which  he  had  recently  waged 
with  the  enemies  of  his  country. 
The  Americans  had  caft  off  their 
allegiance  to  England,  and  its  con- 
fequent  burthens,  but  they  were 
not  difpofed  to  relinquifh  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  their  long  connedlion 
with  the  fugar  iflands.  When 
colonifts/’  fays  Nelfon,  in  the  me¬ 
moir  of  his  fervices,”  they  poffeffed 
almoft  all  the  trade  from  America 
to  our  Weft  India  iflands  :  and  on 
the  return  of  peace,  they  forgot, 
on  this  occafion,  that  they  became 
foreigners,  and  of  courfe  had  no 
right  to  trade  in  the  Britilh  colo¬ 
nies.  Our  governors  and  cuftom 
houfe  officers  pretended,  that  by 
the  Navigation  Aft  they  had  a 
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right  to  trade  ;  and  all  the  Weft 
Indians  wifhed  what  was  fo  much 
for  their  intereft.” 

Convinced  that  the  continuance 
of  this  intercourfe  was  productive 
of  infinite  injury  to  the  Britifti 
commerce,  and  to  the  intereft s  of 
the  remaining  Britifh  colonies  on 
the  American  continent,  Nelfon 
determined  to  put  a  ftop  to  it. 
Having  previoufly  given  fair  no¬ 
tice  of  his  intention,  he  feized  fe« 
veral  of  the  American  veflels. 
Such  a  ftorm  was  immediately 
railed  as  would  have  daunted  al- 
moft  any  other  man.  His  admiral 
was  at  the  outlet  neutral,  if  not 
hoftile,  on  this  queftion  ;  a  general 
cry  of  hatred  rofe  from  all  the 
iflands ;  fuits  were  commenced 
againft  him  to  a  ruinous  amount  ; 
attempts  were  made  to  arreft  him  ; 
and,  to  ufe  his  own  words,  he 
was  perfecuted  from  one  ifland  to 
another,  fo  that  he  could  not  leave 
his  fhip.  He  was,  in  fad,  a  clofe 
prifoner  on  board  for  eight  weeks. 
He  perfevered,  however,  and  in  the 
end  was  victorious.  “  Confcious 
reCtitude,”  fays  he,  “  bore  me 
through  it ;  and  I  was  fupported, 
when  the  bufinefs  came  to  be  un- 
derftood,  from  home:  and  I  prov¬ 
ed,  and  an  aCt  of  parliament  has 
fince  eftablilhed  it,  that  a  captain 
of  a  man  of  war  is  in  duty  bound 
to  fupport  all  the  maritime  laws, 
by  his  admiralty  commiffion  alone, 
without  becoming  a  cuftom  houfe 
officer.”  The  ad  to  which  he  al¬ 
ludes  is  that  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Regifter  Ad,  and  it  was 
principally  grounded  upon  his  fug- 
geftions.- 

His  high  fpirit  never  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  deferted  him.  At  the  period 
when  he  was  confined  to  his  fhip  by 
the  fuits  which  had  been  inftituted, 
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one  of  his  officers  happened  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  word  “pity”  to  his  litua- 
tion — “  Pity  !”  exclaimed  Nelfon, 
“  Pity  1  did  you  fay  ?  I  (hall  live. 
Sir,  to  be  envied  ;  and  to  that  point 
I  (Ii all  always  dired  my  courfe.” 

With  equal  animation  he  re- 
prefled  the  petulance  of  a  man,  who 
feems  to  have  been  one  of  that 
clafs  by  which  it  is  fapiently  ima¬ 
gined  that  wifdorn  is  of  neceffity 
the  refult  of  age.  He  had  opened 
a  correfpondence  with  General  Sir 
Thomas  Shirley,  governor  of  the 
Leeward  Iflands,  in  which  he 
pointed  out  the  lieps  that  it  was 
proper  to  take  refpeding  the  Ame¬ 
rican  traders.  The  general,  with 
more  irritability  than  fenfe  or  de¬ 
corum,  replied,  “  that  old  gene¬ 
rals  were  not  in  the  habit  of  taking 
advice  from  young  gentlemen.” — 
“  The  indignation  of  Nelfon,” 
fays  Mr.  Clarke,  was  “  roufed, 
and  his  anfwer  was  remarkable, 

‘  I  have  the  honour.  Sir,  of 
being  as  old  as  the  Prime  Minifter 
of  England,  and  think  myfelf  as 
capable  of  commanding  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  (hips  as  that  minifter  is 
of  governing  the  date.’  ” 

Pfaving  been  fuccefsful  in  his 
attack  upon  the  American  inter¬ 
lopers,  he  next  turned  his  powers 
to  the  correding  of  the  numberlefs 
abufes  in  the  dock  yard,  at  Anti¬ 
gua,  as  well  as  among  the  contrac¬ 
tors,  prize  agents,  and  other  lo- 
cufts  of  a  fimilar  nature.  This  was 
a  fertile  field,  into  which  he  enter¬ 
ed  with  his  ufual  ardour,  and  which 
long  occupied  his  attention.  Fraud 
of  every  kind,  and  frauds  of  all 
kinds  were  abundant,  he  purfued 
with  the  utmoft  vigour.  Nor,  on 
his  return  home,  did  he  abandon 
the  purfuit,  but  kept  up  a  corref¬ 
pondence,  and  had  interviews  with 
*  [3%  4]  the 
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the  minifters,  upon  this  important 
fubjeft.  Though  many  of  his 
fuggeftions  were  adopted,  there 
feems  to  have  been  but  little  of 
minifterial  gratitude  difplayed  in 
return  for  his  meritorious  exertions, 
and  thofe  exertions  naturally  ex¬ 
cited  againft  him  a  hoft  of  enemies, 
who,  morally  defpicable  as  they 
were,  had,  neverthelefs,  the  means 
of  avenging  themfelves  by  the  in¬ 
fliction  offerious  yet  fecret  wounds. 

While  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Nel- 
fon  at  length  entered  into  the  mar¬ 
ried  ftate.  The  objeCt  of  his 
choice  was  Mrs.  Nilbet,  the  wi¬ 
dow  of  Dr.  Nilbet,  of  Nevis. 
Their  acquaintance  commenced  in 
1784,  Mrs.  Nilbet  being  then  only 
eighteen,  and  the  ceremony  which 
united  them  was  performed  on  the 
eleventh  of  March,  1787;  the 
bride  being  given  away  by  Prince 
William  Henry,  who  was  now  be¬ 
come  the  dole  and  firm  friend  of 
Nelfon. 

Sir  Richard  Hughes  having 
been  recalled,  the  command  in 
chief  was  left  with  Nelfon  from 
July  1786  tojune  1787.  During 
the  early  part  of  this  period,  his 
health  was  in  fuch  a  lhattered 
ftate  that  his  difl'olution  was  ex¬ 
pelled.  His  fpirit,  however,  re¬ 
mained  unbroken,  and  his  frame 
gradually  acquired  ftrength.  It  is 
remarkable  that,  during  the  three 
year’s  ftay  of  the  Boreas  in  the 
fickly  climate  of  the  weft,  not  a 
Angle  man  or  ofiicer  died  out  of 
her  whole  complement.  To  the 
judicious  meafures  of  her  captain 
mull  this  continuance  of  health  be 
mainly  afcribed.  (f  The  mode  he 
adopted  was  as  follows.  He  never 
fuffered  the  Ihip  to  remain  longer 
than  three  or  four  days  in  any 
ifland  at  a  time  5  the  Boreas  was 


always  on  the  wing,  and  when  it 
happened  that  any  other fhips  were 
in  company,  Nelfon  was  continu¬ 
ally  forming  the  line,  exercifing 
the  men,  and  chafing.  In  the  hur¬ 
ricane  months,  when  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  remain  at  anchor  in  Eng- 
lifh  harbour,  he  encouraged  mufic, 
dancing  and  cudgelling  on  board  ; 
and  the  officers,  particularly  the 
young  ones,  adled  plays ;  which 
kept  up  the  fpirits  of  the  fhip’s 
company,  and  caufed  their  minds 
to  be  conftantly  employed/’ 

At  length  Nelfon  was  delivered 
from  a  ftation  which  he  detefted. 
So  much  did  he  hate  it,  that  he 
could  not  forbear  from  expreffing 
his  wonder,  that  any  independent 
man  could  be  found  to  accept  of 
the  command.  He  quitted  the 
Weft  Indies  in  the  month  of  June,, 
1787,  and  reached  his  native  coun¬ 
try  at  the  beginning  of  July.  In- 
ftead, however, of  his  Ihip  being  paid 
offin  Auguft,  an  event,  to  which  he 
had  looked  forward,  fhe  was  lh  a  rue¬ 
fully  kept  at  the  Nore,  as  a  flop 
and  receiving  Ihip,  till  the  thir¬ 
teenth  of  November.  This  ne- 
gleft  and  ill-treatment  ftung  him 
to  the  heart,  and  he  determined  to 
withdraw  from  a  fervice  in  which 
it  feemed  that  his  zeal  produced  no 
other  effedl  than  to  expofe  him  to 
infult.  <c  On  the  morning  when 
the  orders  were  received  to  prepare 
the  Boreas  for  being  paid  off,  he 
communicated,  with  much  emo¬ 
tion,  to  the  fenior  officer  com¬ 
manding  the  ftiips  and  veflels  in 
the  river  Medway,  the  following 
extraordinary  refolution.  (<  I  now 
rejoice  at  the  Boreas  being  ordered 
to  be  paid  off,  which  will  reieafe 
me  for  ever  from  an  ungrateful  fer¬ 
vice,  as  it  is  my  firm  and  unaltera¬ 
ble  determination,  never  again  to 
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fet  my  foot  on  board  a  king’s  fhip. 
Immediately  after  my  arrival  in 
town,  I  fhall  wait  on  the  firft:  lord 
of  the  admiralty,  and  refign  my 
commiffion.” 

Nelfon  might  have  been  loft  to 
his  country,  had  not  the  fenior  offi¬ 
cer,  after  vainly  attempting  to 
change  his  purpofe,  fecretly  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty.  The  confequence  of  this 
communication  was,  that  the  of¬ 
fended  hero  received  a  friendly- 
letter  from  Lord  Howe,  requeu¬ 
ing  to  fee  him  on  his  arrival  in 
London.  The  interview  took  place, 
Nelfon  was  kindly  treated  by  his 
lordlhip,  was  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  firft  levee  day,  had 
reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  his  re¬ 
ception,  and  concluded  by  devoting 
himfelf  as  ardently  as  ever  to  the 
naval  fervice. 

Having  fpent  fome  time  at 
Bath,  Exmouth,  and  other  places, 
Nelfon  took  up  his  abode  with  his 
father  at  Burnham  Thorpe.  The 
American  captains  ftill  haraffed 
him  with  law  fuits,  and  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  he  angrily  refolved  to  take 
fhelter  in  France  from  fuch  conti¬ 
nued  perfecution  ;  but,  the  Trea- 
fury  having  declared  that  it  would 
fupport  him  againft  his  enemies,  he 
was  not  under  the  painful  neceffity 
of  abandoning  his  native  foil. 

In  his  retirement,  “  his  mind, 
though  fo  entirely  taken  from  its 
proper  element,  and  fphere  of  ac¬ 
tion,  could  not  remain  unoccupied. 
He  was  foon,  therefore  engaged, 
and  with  confiderable  zeal,  in  cul¬ 
tivating  his  father’s  garden,  and  in 
learning  to  farm  the  adjoining 
glebe  ;  but  the  former  was  his 
principal  flat  ion  :  he  would  there 
often  fpend  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  and  dig,  as  it  were,  for  the 
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fake  of  being  wearied.  At  others, 
he  would  renew  the  early  paftime 
of  his  childhood,  and  with  a  fnru 
plicity  that  was  peculiar  to  him, 
when  his  mind  was  not  employed 
on  the  great  obje&s  of  profeffionai 
duty,  would  fpend  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  amidft  the  woods, 
in  taking  the  eggs  of  different 
birds,  which,  as  he  obtained,  he 
gave  to  Mrs.  Nelfon,who,athis  ex- 
prefs  defire,  always  attended  him. 
He  fometimes  alfo  employed  his 
time,  when  his  eyes  would  admit 
of  it,  in  reading  ;  and  particularly 
fuch  periodical  works  of  the  day 
as  he  could  procure  ;  but  oftener  in 
ftudying  a  variety  of  charts,  and 
in  writing,  or  drawing  plans.  His 
great  object  was  to  be  employed  ; 
and  though  the  expences  of  a 
ftiip,  in  time  of  peace,  fometimes 
induced  him  to  reprefs  his  enter- 
prifing  and  fanguine  mind,  he 
could  not  abate  its  energy.” 

His  efforts  to  procure  employ¬ 
ment  were  indeed  unintermitted. 
They  were,  however,  wholly  un- 
fuccefsful.  In  1788  a  new  board 
of  admiralty  was  appointed,  to 
which,  for  a  confiderable  time,  only 
two  naval  officers  were  attached, 
and  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  mi¬ 
litary  officer,  the  Earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham  ;  a  man  who  will  be  comme¬ 
morated  by  hiftory,  though  with 
a  different  kind  of  fame  from  that 
which  belongs  to  his  father.  This 
board  appears  to  have  been  actu¬ 
ated  by  hoftile  feelings  towards 
Nelfon.  So  active,  in  truth,  were 
the  peculators  and  their  partifans, 
that  even  Lord  Hood  was  at  leng th 
eftranged  from  him  for  fome  years. 
Previous  to  the  formation  of  this 
board,  he  had  offered  his  fervices 
in  an  expedition  which  was  ru¬ 
moured  to  be  on  foot,  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  deflroying  the  ports  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.  This  expe¬ 
dition  did  not,  however,  take 
place.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  he  was  difappointed  in  his 
wifh  to  fail  to  the  Eafl  Indies, 
with  his  friend,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Cornwallis,  who  was  fent  to  hoifl 
his  pendant  on  that  flation.  He  re¬ 
peated,  in  1 790,  1791,  and  early  in 
1792  his  application  for  employ¬ 
ment,  but  in  vain.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  the  latter  year  he  once  more 
preffed  for  a  fhip,  and  added,  *  Or 
if  their  lordfhips  fhould  be  pleafed 
to  appoint  me  to  a  cockle  boat,  I 
fhall  feel  grateful/  A  dry  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  his 
letter  was  all  that  he  obtained. 

((  Such  was  the  flate  of  mind, 
and  fuch  the  expeditions  of  Nel- 
fon,  before  the  commencement  of 
hoflilities  with  France  :  until  that 
period  his  glory  fuffered  a  partial 
eclipfe  ;  but  its  fubfequent  bright- 
nefs  became  more  uniform  and 
fplendid.  During  this  interval  of 
difappointment  and  mortification, 
his  latent  ambition  would  at  times 
burft  forth,  and  defpife  all  reftraint. 
At  others  a  fullen  melancholy 
feemed  to  overfhadow  his  noble 
faculties,  and  to  afFedt  his  temper  ; 
at  thofe  moments  nothing  but  the 
remonflrances  of  his  wife  and  vene¬ 
rable  father,  could  calm  the  tem¬ 
ped:  of  his  paflions.  He  would 
then  patiently  refume  his  wonted 
occupations  as  a  farmer  ;  and  thus, 
like  other  heroes,  endeavoured  by 
agricultural  purfuits  to  find  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  employment  for  that  energy 
which  he  could  not  fubdue.” 

At  length  the  hour  arrived  when 
Nelfon  could  enjoy  the  deareft 
vvilh  of  his  heart.  A  war  with 
republican  France  was  on  the  eve 
of  breaking  out,  and  the  miniflers 


feem  for  a  moment  to  have  felt 
that  fuch  a  war  rendered  it  prudent 
for  them  to  call  into  adlion  men  of 
high  talents  and  vigorous  minds. 
Nelfon,  then,  could  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
Lord  Hood  have  the  merit  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  firft  to  bring  him  to 
the  recollection  of  the  admiralty 
board.  “  Poft  nubila  Phdzbus ! 
after  clouds  comes  funfhine’’  writes 
the  exulting  Nelfon  to  his  wife  on 
the  7th  of  January  1793 — iC  The 
admiralty  fo  fmile  on  me  that 
really  1  am  as  much  furprifed  as 
when  they  frowned.  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  yefterday  made  many  apolo¬ 
gies  for  not  having  given  me  a  fhip 
before  this  time  ;  and  Laid,  that,  if 
I  chofe  to  take  a  fixty-four  to  be¬ 
gin  with,  1  fhould  be  appointed  to 
one  as  foon  as  fire  was  ready  ;  and 
whenever  it  was  in  his  power,  I 
fhould  be  removed  into  a  feventy- 
four/*  He  was,  in  confequence, 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Agamemnon  on  the  30th  January, 
and  commifiioned  his  fhip  on  the 
1  ith  of  February.  By  dint  of  in- 
ceffant  exertion,  he  procured  fuch 
a  crew  as  was  highly  fatisfa&ory 
to  him,  and  he  feems  to  have  been 
equally  pleafed  with  the  whole  of 
his  officers. 

Lord  Hood  was  the  commander 
under  whom  Nelfon  was  to  adt. 
After  a  fhort  cruize  in  the  Chan¬ 
nel,  and  a  flay  of  nine  days  in  Ca¬ 
diz,  the  fquadron  proceeded  to  the 
Mediterranean.  Soon  after  Nel- 
fon’s  arrival  there,  he  was  fent  in 
the  Agamemnon,  with  difpatches 
to  Naples.  During  this  vifit,  “  he 
was  firft  introduced  to  their  Sici¬ 
lian  Majeflies,  and  being  lodged  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Englifh  ambaffa- 
dor,  he  commenced  that  friendfhip 
with  Sir  William  and  Lady  Ha¬ 
milton, 
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milton,  which  had  afterwards  fo 
powerful  an  influence  both  on  his 
profeflional  and  private  life.,>  In 
a  letter  to  Mrs.  Nelfon,  giving  an 
account  of  his  reception,  he  men¬ 
tions  Lady  Hamilton  as  i(  a  young 
woman  of  amiable  manners,  and 
who  does  honour  to  the  ftation  to 
which  fhe  is  railed. ” 

His  firfi  engagement,  in  the 
Agamemnon,  took  place  on  the 
22d  of  October,  1793,  off  the 
ifland  of  Sardinia,  with  three 
forty-four  gun  frigates,  a  twenty- 
four  gun  frigate,  and  a  fourteen 
gun  brig,  which  were  returning 
from  Tunis.  One  of  the  frigates 
was  nearly  difabled,  and  would 
have  been  taken,  had  not  the 
Agamemnon  been  fo  cut  to  pieces 
as  to  be  unable  to  haul  the  wind, 
in  order  to  renew  the  addon* 

Corflca  was  the  next  theatre  on 
which  his  courage  and  activity 
were  difplayed.  He  was  indefati¬ 
gable  in  cutting  off  fupplies,  and 
deftroying  the  enemies  veffels  and 
batteries ;  and  he  diltinguifhed 
himfelf  greatly  at  the  lieges  of 
Baftia  and  Calvi,  the  reduction  of 
which  places  may,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  be  attributed  to  the  zeal  and 
exertions  of  himfelf  and  the  failors 
under  his  command.  Nothing  lefs 
than  the  ftubborn  perfeverance  and 
hardy  vigour  of  Britilh  feamen 
could  have  accomplifhed  the  toil- 
fome  talk  of  dragging  the  cannon 
and  ftores  over  the  fteep  mountains 
to  the  lites  chofen  for  the  eredion 
of  the  batteries.  Nelfon  was  ever 
foremoft  where  danger  was  to  be 
encountered,  or  fervice  to  be  per¬ 
formed.  At  the  flege  of  Calvi  he 
took  a  prominent  part  on  Ihore, 
and  eventually  loll  the  light  of  his 
right  eye,  by  a  fliot  linking  the 
battery  where  he  commanded,  and 
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driving  the  fand  and  Hones  into  his 
face.  This,  however,  in  his  letter 
to  Lord  Hood,  he  mentioned 
lightly,  as  u  a  little  hurt/* 

At  the  clofe  of  1794  Lord  Hood 
was  replaced  by  Admiral  Hotham  1 
but  as  far  as  regarded  Nelfon  this 
was  productive  of  no  change,  as  he 
poflefled  the  confidence  of  the  one 
as  fully  as  he  had  enjoyed  that  of 
the  other. 

The  wilh  which  Nelfon  had 
often  ardently  exprefled,  that  the 
French  fleet  would  quit  the  fhelter 
of  their  ports,  and  that  he  might 
have  a  fhare  in  their  defeat,  was 
at  length  gratified.  They  were 
firfl;  defcriedby  the  Britilh  fquadron 
on  the  ninth  of  March,  1795,  and 
the  purfuit  was  immediately  com¬ 
menced.  Though  his  crew  was 
not  half  as  ftrong  as  when  the  fhip 
failed  from  Spithead,  and  though 
many  of  his  guns  were  deftroyed  at 
the  liege  of  Calvi,  he  had  repeat¬ 
edly  declared  his  belief  that  no 
two-decker  in  the  world  could  take 
the  Agamemnon,  and  he  now  pre¬ 
pared  to  juftify  his  belief.  His 
feelings,  while  in  chafe  of  the  enemy, 
are  nobly  exprefled  in  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  his  wife.  5<  Whatever 
may  be  my  fate,  1  have  no  doubt 
in  my  own  mind  but  that  my  con¬ 
duct  will  be  fuch,  as  will  not  bring 
a  blulh  on  the  face  of  my  friends  : 
the  lives  of  all  are  in  the  hands  of 
Him  who  knows  bell  whether  to 
preferve  mine  or  not ;  to  His  will 
do  I  relign  myfelf.  My  character 
and  good  name  are  in  my  own 
keeping.  Life  with  difgrace  is 
dreadful.  A  glorious  death  is  to 
be  envied ;  and  if  any  thing  hap¬ 
pens  to  me,  recoiled  that  death  is 
a  debt  we  all  mull  pay,  and  whe¬ 
ther  now,  or  a  few  years  hence, 
can  be  but  of  little  confequence.,> 
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it  was  three  days  before  the 
baffling  winds  and  the  caution  of 
the  enemy  would  allow  the  Britifli 
to  approach  their  antagonifts.  Nor 
would  they,  perhaps,  have  been 
able  to  bring  them  to  action  at  all, 
had  not  the  <Ja  Ira,  of  84  guns, 
dropped  aftern  in  confequence  of 
lofing  her  main  and  fore  top  mails. 
She  was  immediately  attacked  by 
the  Agamemnon,  which  was  the 
moil  advanced  of  the  Britifh  Chips, 
and  in  fuch  a  malierly  manner  did 
Nelfon  manoeuvre  for  three  hours, 
that,  with  the  lofs  of  only  feven 
men  wounded,  he  reduced  her  to 
nearly  a  wreck,  and  killed  and 
wounded  1 10  of  her  crew.  The 
French  fleet,  coming  up,  covered 
her  retreat,  and,  after  a  few  dis¬ 
tant  fhor,  the  combat  ended  for 
that  day.  It  was  renewed  on  the 
following  morning,  and  for  three 
hours  the  Agamemnon  and  three 
other  veflels  were  compelled  to 
fight  on  both  fides.  The  rcfult 
was,  the  capture  of  the  9a  Na  ar-d 
the  Cenfeur ;  an  event  which  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  have  happened 
had  not  Nelfon  fo  far  crippled  the 
£alra,  on  the  preceding  day,  as  to 
render  it  neceffary  for  the  French 
fquadron  either  to  abandon  her  or 
to  rifk  an  adtion. 

Nelfon  had  not  a  mind  that  could 
be  fatisfied  with  imperfedt  fuccefs. 
i(  I  wifh,”  fays  he  in  a  letter  to 
his  wife,  “  to  be  an  admiral,  and 
in  the  command  of  the  Englifli 
fleet ;  I  ihould  very  foon  either  do 
much  or  be  ruined.  My  difpofi- 
tion  cannot  bear  tame  and  flow 
meafuj-es.  Sure  I  am,  had  1  com¬ 
manded  our  fleet  on  the  14th,  that 
either  the  whole  French  fleet 
would  have  graced  my  triumph,  or 
J  (liquid  have  been  in  a  confounded 


ferape.  I  went  onboard  Admiral 
Hothamas  foon  as  our  firing  grew 
flack  in  the  van,  and  the  9a  lra 
and  Cenfeur  had  ftruck,  to  propofe 
to  him  leaving  our  two  crippled 
(hips,  the  two  prizes,  and  four 
frigates,  to  themfelves,  and  to 
purfue  the  enemy  ;  but  he,  much 
cooler  than  myfelf,  faid,  ‘  We 
mufl  be  contented,  we  have  done 
very  well/  Now,  had  we  taken 
ten  fail,  and  had  allowed  the 
eleventh  to  efcape,  when  it  had 
been  pofiible  to  have  got  at  her,  I 
never  could  have  called  it  well 
done.”  At  the  fame  time,  he 
candidly  allowed  that  the  admiral 
had  found  reafons  for  having  adted 
with  caution  upon  this  occafion, 
he  having  <£  much  to  contend 
with  :  a  fleet  half  manned,  and  in 
every  refpedt  inferior  to  the  enemy  ; 
Italy  calling  him  to  her  defence; 
our  newly  acquired  kingdom  (Cor- 
fica)  crying  out  might  and  main  ; 
our  reinforcements  and  convoy 
hourly  expelled ;  and  all  to  be 
done  with  a  force  by  no  means  ade¬ 
quate  to  thefe  fervices.” 

Corfica  was  faved  by  this  bat¬ 
tle  ;  but,  as  the  French  were  fup- 
pofed  not  to  have  relinquiflied  the 
invafion  of  it,  Nelfon  earneftly  re- 
quefted  that  he  might  have  the 
command  of  any  feamen,  that  it 
might  be  thought  proper  to  land 
for  its  defence.  In  a  letter  of  the 
4th  of  May,  he  makes  the  follow¬ 
ing  enumeration  of  his  fervices 
fince  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  the 
Mediterranean  “  three  adtions 
againft  (hips  ;  two  againft  Baftia 
in  my  (hip  j  four  boat  actions,  and 
two  villages  taken,  and  twelve  fail 
of  veflels  burnt/’  In  June,  thefe 
fervices  were  rewarded  by  his  pro¬ 
motion  to  one  of  the  vacant  colo- 

1  .  T  ‘  . 
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nelcies  of  marines ;  a  promotion 
which  he  had  often  wifhed  for,  blit 
defpaired  of  obtaining. 

Having  been  difpatched  to  the 
coaft  of  Genoa,  with  the  Agamem¬ 
non  and  a  fmall  fquadron  of  fri¬ 
gates,  in  order  to  co-operate  with 
the  Auftrians,  he  fell  in  with  the 
French  fleet,  which  chafed  him  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  prefled  him 
hard.  This  brought  on  the  adion 
of  the  14th  of  July;  the  Britifli 
fquadron  failing  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  as  foon  as  he  returned. 
Nelfon  was  prefent  in  this  engage¬ 
ment,  and  the  Agamemnon  and 
Cumberland  were  juft  doling  with 
an  eighty-gun  (hip,  and  two  fe- 
venty-fours,  when  the  flgnal  was 
made  for  difcontinuing  the  conteft  ; 
as  the  wind  fet  diredly  into  the 
gulf  of  Frejus,  towards  which  the 
retreating  (hips  were  fleering. 

Returning  to  the  Genoefe  coaft, 
he  difplayed  his  ufual  indefatigable 
enterprife  and  activity.  He  fcoured 
the  fleas,  intercepted  the  French 
fupplies,  fell  upon  their  convoys 
wherever  he  could  find  them,  and 
kept  up  a  conftant  correfpondence 
with  the  Britifh  minifters  at  the 
Italian  courts,  and  with  the  Auf- 
trian  general,  the  latter  of  whom 
he  often  and  vainly  endeavoured 
to  ftimulate  to  make  a  diverfion, 
by  embarking  a  part  of  his  army 
in  the  fquadron,  and  attacking  the 
enemy’s  flanks  and  rear.  Among 
his  exploits,  while  on  this  ftation, 
was  the  capture  or  deftrudion  of  a 
convoy  of  twelve  fail  in  the  bay 
of  Alaflio. 

Towards  the  end  of  1795',  the 
command  of  the  fleet  was  aflumed 
by  Sir  John  Jervis.  The  new  ad¬ 
miral  was  capable  of  appreciating 
the  worth  of  Nelfon  ;  he  was  anxi¬ 
ous  to  retain  him  in  the  Mediter- 
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ranean  ;  and  they  foon  became  clofe 
and  ardent  friends.  Some  jealoufy 
was  indeed  excited  by  the  defer¬ 
ence  which  was  (hown  to  Nelfon. 

“  You  did  juft  as  you  pleafed  in 
Lord  Hood’s  time,”  faid  a  captain 
to  him,  tfthe  fame  in  Admiral 
Hotham’s,  and  now  again  with  Sir 
John  Jervis ;  it  makes  no  difference 
to  you  who  is  commander  in  chief.” 
As  a  token  of  his  approbation, 
Admiral  Jervis,  in  April  1796, 
directed  him  to  wear  a  diftinguifh- 
ing  pendant;  an  honour  by  which 
he  was  much  gratified. 

His  ferv  ices  between  April  and 
December  1796,  may  be  told  in 
his  own  words.  t(  In  June,  I  was 
removed  from  the  Agamemnon  to 
the  Captain  ;  and  on  the  eleventh 
of  Auguft  had  a  captain  appointed 
under  me.  Between  April  and  Oc¬ 
tober,  I  was  employed  in  the 
blockade  of  Leghorn,  taking  Porto 
Ferrajo,  the  ifland  of  Caprea,  and 
finally  in  the  evacuation  of  Raftia  : 
when  having  feen  the  troops  in 
fafety  to  Porto  Ferrajo,  I  joined 
the  admiral  in  St.  Fiorenzo  bay, 
and  proceeded  with  him  to  Gibral¬ 
tar  ;  whence,  in  December,  I  was 
fent  in  la  Minerve  frigate,  Captain 
George  Cockburn,  to  Porto  Fer¬ 
rajo,  to  bring  down  our  naval 
ftores.  On  the  paflage  we  captured 
a  Spanifh  frigate,  La  Sabina,  of 
40  guns,  28  eighteen  pounders  on 
her  main  deck.” 

In  this  brief  (ketch  he  has  omit¬ 
ted,  along  with  many  other  things, 
the  capture  of  a  convoy,  in  May, 
with  cannon  and  ordnance  ftores, 
for  the  fiege  of  Mantua.  From  a 
paflage  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  fome 
idea  may  be  formed  of  his  exer¬ 
tions  at  this  period.  <(  Had  all 
my  ad  ions,  my  deareft  Fanny,” 
faid  he,  “  been  gazetted,  not  one 

fortnight 
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fortnight  would  have  palled  during 
the  whole  war  without  a  letter 
from  me  :  one  day  or  other  I  will 
have  a  long  gazette  to  myfelf ;  I 
feel  that  fuch  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  me/’  It  was  highly 
grateful  to  his  feelings  that  his 
name  was  known  and  refpefted 
throughout  Italy,  and  that  even 
his  enemies  bellowed  on  him  a  re¬ 
luctant  praife.  One  trifling  inci¬ 
dent  will  Ihovv  bow  much  he  was 
efteemed.  A  perfon  having  lent  a 
letter  to  him,  merely  addreflfed  to 
(  Horatio  Nelfon,  Genoa/  was 
alked  how  he  could  diredl  it  in  fuch 
an  imperfefl  manner.  “  Sir,'*  re¬ 
plied  he,  “  there  is  but  one  Hora¬ 
tio  Nelfon  in  the  world.’ ’ 

Spain  had  now  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  enemies  of  Britain,  and  her 
fleet  was  preparing  to  conteft  the 
dominion  of  the  fea.  Nelfon  had 
feared  that  he  Ihould  be  detained 
fo  long  at  Porto  Ferrajo  as  to  be 
prevented  from  taking  a  (hare  in 
the  expe&ed  battle,  and  this  fear 
had  both  irritated  and  depreflfed 
him.  It  was,  however,  a  ground- 
lefs  one.  He  fucceeded  in  joining 
his  admiral  on  the  thirteenth,  and 
was  directed  to  Ihift  his  broad  pen¬ 
dant  from  the  Minerve  on  board 
of  the  Captain. 

The  enemy’s  fleet  was  now  in 
fight.  It  confided  of  feven-and- 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,  fome  of 
them  the  largeft  fhips  in  the  world, 
while  the  Britilh  was  compofed  of 
only  fifteen,  of  inferior  ftrength; 
but  on  the  numerically  weaker  fide 
were  {kill,  confidence,  difcipline, 
all  of  which  were  wanting  on  the 
fide  of  their  opponents.  The  Bri¬ 
tilh  admiral  refolved  to  be  the  af- 


failant,  and  the  combat  was  fought 
on  the  14th  of  March,  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent  *.  About  noon,  by  a  well 
executed  manoeuvre,  he  paffed 
through  the  enemy’s  line,  and  fe- 
parated  eight  fail  from  their  main 
body.  Cordova,  the  Spanilh  ad¬ 
miral,  endeavoured  to  join  the 
feveral  veffels,  by  wearing  round 
the  Britilh  rear ;  but  his  fcheme 
was  “  fruftrated  by  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  prefence  of  mind  of  Nelfon, 
whofe  llation  in  the  rear  of  the 
Britilh  line  afforded  him  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving  this  ma¬ 
noeuvre  of  the  Spaniards  ;  and  who, 
well  knowing  that  his  commander- 
in-chief  allowed  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  difcretion  to  the  gallantry 
and  judgment  of  his  approved  offi¬ 
cers,”  took  upon  himfelf  the  re- 
fponfibility  of  wearing  his  Ihip, 
and  bringing  Cordova  to  a&ion. 
This  bold  and  deeifive  meafure  was 
crowned  with  fuccefs.  After  a  fe- 
vere  conteft,  Nelfon  carried  the 
San  Jofef  and  the  San  Nicolas,  of 
84  and  1 1  2  guns,  by  boarding ; 
and,  aided  by  the  neareft  Britilh 
fhips,  put  the  remainder  of  the 
enemy  to  flight.  In  the  other  part 
of  the  line,  the  Salvador  del  Mundo 
of  112  guns,  and  the  San  Ifidro, 
of  84,  alfo  ftruck  to  the  Britilh. 
In  this  engagement  Nelfon  was 
llightly  wounded.  “  Sir  John 
Jervis,”  fays  he,  “  received  me  on 
the  quarter  deck,  and  having  em¬ 
braced  me,  faid  he  could  not  fuffi- 
ciently  thank  me,  and  ufed  every 
kind  expreflion  to  make  me  com¬ 
pletely  happy.”  Nor  was  this  the 
only  honour  that  was  paid  him. 
He  received  the  thanks  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  of  various  corporations. 


*  In  a  Iketch  fo  brief  as  this  niuft  neceflarily  be,  minutenefs  of  description,  in  the 
various  battles,  cannot  be  expe£ted.  Fuller  narratives  of  them  will  be  found  in  the 
hiftorical  department  of  their  work,  contained  in  the  volumes  from  1795  to  1806. 

,  '  the 
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the  freedom  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  the  order  of  the  Bath.  He 
had  already,  on  the  twentieth  of 
February,  been  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  rear-admiral. 

In  April,  having  hoifted  his  flag, 
as  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  he 
was  fent  to  Porto  Ferrajo,  to 
bring  off  the  garrifon.  On  his 
return  he  fhifted  his  flag  to  the 
Thefeus,  and  was  employed  in  the 
command  of  the  inner  fquadron  at 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  during 
which  fervice  he  annoyed  and  ha- 
raffed  the  enemy  by  inceffant  at¬ 
tacks.  <e  It  was  during  this  pe¬ 
riod,*7  fays  he,  Cf  that  perhaps  my 
perfonal  courage  was  more  confpi- 
cuous  than  at  any  other  part  of  my 
life.  In  an  attack  of  the  Spanifli 
gun  boats  I  was  boarded  in  my 
barge  with  its  common  crew  of  ten 
men,  coxfwain.  Captain  Freeman- 
tie,  and  myfelf,  by  the  commander 
of  the  gun-boats ;  the  Spanifli 
barge  rowed  twenty-fix  oars,  be- 
fides  officers,  thirty  men  in  the 
whole.  This  was  a  fervice  hand 
to  hand  with  fwords,  in  which  my 
coxfwain,  John  Sykes,  now  no 
more,  twice  faved  my  life.  Eigh¬ 
teen  of  the  Spaniards  being  killed, 
and  feveral  wounded,  we  fucceeded 
in  taking  their  commander.’7  This 
adfion  was  fought  on  the  night  of 
the  third  of  July,  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  he  was  invefied  with 
the  order  of  the  Bath,  the  infignia 
of  which  had  arrived  from  Eng¬ 
land. 

Such  was  the  influence  of  Nelfon 
over,  his  men  that,  though  the  fpirit 
of  mutiny  was  bufy  in  almoft  every 
part  of  the  navy,  and  though 
the  fquadron  off  Cadiz  was  much 
tainted  with  it,  the  molt  perfect 
obedience  was  manifefted  on  board 
of  his  (hip.  The  Thefeus,  in 


which  he  had  hoifted  his  flag,  had 
been  difgraced,  previous  to  her 
leaving  England,  by  a£ts  of  infub- 
ordination,  but  the  crew  foon  be¬ 
came  attached  to  Nelfon,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  they  would  fhed,  in  his 
fupport,  every  drop  of  blood  in 
their  veins. 

It  being  fuppofed  that  the  vice¬ 
roy  of  Mexico,  with  the  treafure 
(hips,  had  taken  (belter  in  Tene- 
riffe,  Nelfon  propofed  to  his  com¬ 
mander  an  attack  upon  Santa  Cruz, 
the  plan  of  which  he  formed  with 
infinite  ability.  The  report  was 
found  to  be  erroneous,  but  it  being 
certain  that  the  Manilla  fhip  had 
put  in  there,  it  was  refolved  to 
intruft  him  with  a  fquadron  of  four 
fail  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and 
a  cutter,  and  a  fmall  body  of  ma¬ 
rines  to  make  an  attempt.  The 
military  force  was  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  purpofe,  but  he 
was  not  a  man  to  be  deterred  by 
any  common  impediments.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  Spaniards  were  not 
only  eight  times  as  ftrong  as  the 
aflailants,  but,  from  the  ftate  of  the 
wind  rendering  an  immediate  land¬ 
ing  impracticable,  they  had  Effi¬ 
cient  time  to  turn  ail  their  re- 
fources  to  the  belt  advantage  ;  and 
they  did  fo.  In  the  night  of  the 
24th  of  July  the  troops  were  put 
on  board  the  boats,  and  proceeded 
filently  towards  the  fhore.  The 
enemy  were  prepared,  and  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fire  of  cannon  and  muf- 
ketry  was  opened,  from  all  quar¬ 
ters,  upon  the  Englifh,  who,  never- 
thelefs,  pufhed  on,  and  at  firft 
gained  ground.  While  Nelfon 
was  in  the  aCt  of  drawing  his 
fword,  and  ftepping  on  fhore,  he 
received  a  fevere  wound  through 
the  elbow,  by  a  grape  fhot,  and  in- 
ftantly  fell.  Lieutenant  Nifbet, 

his 
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his  {on-in-law,  railed  him  up,  and 
faved  his  life,  by  flopping  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood  from  the  lacerated 
arm.  He  then  ordered  the  boat  to 
return  to  the  fquadron.  While 
they  were  on  their  way,  the  Fox 
cutter  was  funk,  and  Nelfon,  for¬ 
getting  his  own  fltuation,  exerted 
himfelf  to  fave  the  fufferers,  and, 
with  his  remaining  hand,  refcued 
feveral  from  a  watery  grave. 
(C  The  firft  (hip  which  the  boat 
could  reach  happened  to  be  the  Sea- 
horfe;  but  nothing  could  induce 
the  wounded  admiral  to  go  on 
board,  though  he  was  affured  that 
it  might  be  at  the  rifk  of  his  life, 
if  they  attempted  to  row  to  ano¬ 
ther  (hip;  ‘  Then  I  will  die,*  he 
exclaimed,  (  for  I  had  rather  fuffer 
death  than  alarm  Mrs.  Freemantle 
by  feeing  her  in  this  ftate,  and 
when  I  can  give  her  no  tidings 
whatever  of  her  hufband.’  They 
accordingly  proceeded  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay  for  the  Thefeus :  when, 
notwithftanding  the  increafed  pain 
and  weaknefs  which  he  experi¬ 
enced,  he  peremptorily  refufed  all 
afliftance  in  getting  on  board : 

4  Let  me  alone,  I  have  yet  my 
legs  left,  and  one  arm.  Tell  the 
furgeon  to  make  hafle  and  get  his 
inftruments.  I  know  I  muft  lofe 
my  right  arm,  fo  the  fooner  it  is 
off  the  better.’  ”  The  painful 
operation  of  amputating  the  limb 
he  bore  with  his  wonted  firmnefs. 

The  attack,  as  is  well  known, 
utterly  failed  ;  but  the  bravery  of 
the  affailants  had  its  proper  effetfl 
upon  a  noble  foe.  They  were  al- 
Jowed  to  retire,  and  they  were  con- 
foled  by  the  kindnefs  and  applaufe 
of  thofe  whom  they  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  fubdue.  A  friendly  cor- 
refpondence  was  opened  between 
<the  two  parties,  and  Nelfon  him¬ 


felf  carried  to  Spain  the  difpatehes 
which  announced  his  own  defeat. 

Nelfon  returned  to  England  de¬ 
jected  by  the  idea  that  he  would 
henceforth  be  confldered  as  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  for  a  long  while 
he  fuffered  greatly  from  his  wound, 
as  the  operation  had  been  haftily 
performed,  and  the  ligature  adhered 
firmly  to  the  nerve.  He  was  cheer¬ 
ed,  however,  by  the  public  ap¬ 
plaufe,  the  kindnefs  of  his  fove- 
reign,  and  the  grant  of  an  annual 
penfion  of  a  thoufand  pounds. 

((  As  foon  as  his  health  was  in 
fome  degree  eftablifhed,  Nelfon, 
with  that  devout  fenfe  which  was 
fo  ftrongly  impreffed  on  his  mind, 
went  to  the  clerk  of  St.  George’s 
church,  and  left  with  him  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paper  i  £  An  officer  defires 
to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God 
for  his  perfect  recovery  from  a  fe- 
vere  wound,  and  alfo  for  the  many 
mercies  bellowed  on  him.  Dec* 
8th,  1797,  for  the  next  Sunday.’  ” 

Having  hoifted  his  flag  in  the 
Vanguard,  of  74  guns,  Nelfon 
failed  from  St.  Helen’s  on  the  9th 
of  April,  and  on  the  29th  he  re¬ 
joined  Lord  St.  Vincent’s,  who 
declared  that  his  arrival  gave  him 
new  life.  He  was  immediately 
difpatched  into  the  Mediterranean 
with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  French,  who 
were  then  preparing  at  Toulon  for 
the  expedition  to  Egypt.  At  the 
moment  when  Lord  St.  Vincent 
was  fending  off  this  detachment, 
inftrudlions  were  on  their  way  from 
England,  in  which  the  propriety 
of  fo  doing  was  fuggefted,  and  Sir 
Horatio  was  pointed  out  as  the 
fitteft  perfon  to  be  entrufled  with 
the  command. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  of 
May,  he  encountered  one  of  thofe 
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iudden  tempefts  which  are  not  un- 
ufual  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
his  iquadron  was  in  imminent  dan¬ 
ger.  This  tempeft,  however,  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  a  fortunate  event,  as  it 
faved  him  from  the  powerful  fleet, 
with  the  expedition  on  board, 
which  failed  on  the  fame  day  ;  and 
it  enabled  him  to  complete  his 
fupply  of  water,  and  fecure  his 
jundion  with  a  reinforcement  led 
by  Captain  Trowbridge. 

This  reinforcement  confided  of 
ten  fail  of  the  line,  to  which  was 
afterwards  added  the  Leander,  of 
50  guns  With  it,  Nelfon  receiv¬ 
ed  inftrudions  to  purfue  the  French 
armament,  and  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
efforts  to  aecomplilh  its  deftrudtion. 
Not  a  moment  was  loft  by  Nelfon 
In  commencing  the  purfuit.  He 
run  down  the  Italian  coaft,  and 
paffed  the  Straits  of  Medina,  with 
the  intention  ofattacking  the  French 
at  Gozo,  he  having  been  informed 
that  they  had  fleered  for  Malta. 
Having  learned,  however,  that  they 
had  departed  from  Malta,  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  Egypt  was  their  objed, 
and  he  accordingly  bent  his  courfe 
to  Alexandria.  They  had  not  yet 
reached  that  place,  nor  was  any 
thing  known  there  with  rffped  to 
their  movements.  Difappoinred 
there,  he  turned  northward  to  the 
coaft  of  Caramania,  paffed  the 
fouthern  fide  of  Candia,  and  at 
length,  on  the  iSrh  of  July,  put 
into  Syracufe  for  fupplies,  after  a 
fruitless  chace  of  five  weeks. 

The  caufe  of  his  failure  arofe 
from  his  proceeding  in  a  diredt  line 
from  Sicily  to  Alexandria,  while 
the  French  had  moved  in  an  angular 
diredion  by  Candia.  The  hazi- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  too,  had  made 
it  impoflibie  to  perceive  a  diftant 
enemy.  Bur,  though  the  failure 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX,  New  Sei 
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was  unavoidable,  it  afforded  abun¬ 
dant  food  to  envy  and  illiberality, 
and  both  the  commander-in-chief 
and  the  gallant  fecond  whom  he 
had  chofen  were  bafely  and  ran- 
coroufty  cenfured,  and  even  threat¬ 
ened  with  difgrace  and  impeach¬ 
ment. 

The  moment,  however,  was  at 
hand,  that  was  to  fhame  and  fiience 
this  defpicable  tribe.  Having  vic¬ 
tualled  and  re- fit  ted  in  a  week,  of 
which  every  hour  feemed  to  him 
to  be  an  age,  Nelfon  quitted  Sy¬ 
racufe,  called  for  information  in 
the  Morea,  and  then  once  more 
fteered  for  the  fhore  of  Egypt,  and 
at  length,  on  the  ift  of  Auguft, 
defcried  the  French  fleet  at  anchor 
in  Aboukir-bay*  drawn  up  in  an 
advantageous  pofltion,  which  was 
flanked  by  batteries  on  the  land, 
by  mortar  vefiels,  gun- boats,  and 
frigates. 

((  Nothing  could  equal  the  joy 
that  prevailed  throughout  the  Bri- 
tifh  fquadron  at  the  fight  of  the 
French  flag,  unlefs  it  were  the 
calm  determination  and  awful  fi¬ 
ience  by  which  that  joy  was  fuc- 
ceeded.  Sir  Horatio,  for  many 
preceding  days,  had  hardly  eaten 
or  flept ;  but  now,  with  a  coolnefs 
peculiar  to  our  naval  charader,  he 
ordered  his  dinner  to  be  ferved, 
during  which  the  dreadful  prepara¬ 
tion  for  battle  was  made  through¬ 
out  the  Vanguard.  On  his  offi¬ 
cers'  rifing  from  table  and  repair¬ 
ing  to  their  feparate  flations,  he 
exclaimed,  ‘  Before  this  time  to¬ 
morrow,  I  fhall  have  gained  a  peer¬ 
age,  or  Weftminfter  Abbey.'  " 

That  part  of  the  enemy’s  line 
which  was  moored  to  windward, 
was  chofen  as  the  firft  objed  of  at¬ 
tack  ;  the  part  to  leeward,  im¬ 
moveable  in  its  ftation.  Was  re- 
ies,  [3  Y]  ferved 
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ferved  for  the  clofe  of  the  eonteft:. 
It  was  originally  the  intention  of 
Nelfon  to  keep  on  the  outer  fide  of 
the  line,  i(  and  to  flat  ion  his  fhips, 
as  far  as  he  was  able,  one  on  the 
outer  bow  and  another  on  the  outer 
quarter  of  each  of  the  enemy,*" 
thus  producing  a  deftruciive  crofs 
fire ;  but,  on  the  fuggeftion  of 
Captain  Foley,  it  was  refolved  to 
turn  the  line  with  half  the  Britifh 
fquadron,  and  place  the  enemy  be¬ 
tween  two  fires  ;  a  manoeuvre 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  in  the 
contemplation  of  Lord  Hood,  when 
he  meditated  an  attempt  upon  the 
Toulo.n  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Gour- 
jean.  In  performing  this  move¬ 
ment,  the  Cuiioden  unfortunately 
grounded,  and  was  prevented  from, 
having  any  Chare  in  the  engage¬ 
ment. 

The  eonteft  began  at  half  pail 

fix,  and  the  battle  raged  with  the 

utmoft  fury  till  between  nine  and 
¥ 

ten,  when  the  FOrient,  the  French 
admiral’s  Chip,  took  fire,  and  blew 
up  about  eleven.  The  cannonade 
was  then  reciprocally  difeontinued 
for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which 
period  it  recommenced,  nor  did  it 
ceafe  till  the  whole  of  the  hoftile 
fquadron  was  taken  or  deftroyed, 
with  the  exception  of  two  fail  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates,  which 
fucceeded  in  effe&ing  their  efcape. 
During  the  heat  of  the  battle, 
Neifon  received  a  ferere  wound  in 
the  head,  from  a  piece  of  langridge 
{hot,  which  he  for  a  while  believed 
to  be  a  mortal  one. 

The  public  mind,  meanwhile, 
was  in  a  ftate  of  extraordinary 
agitation,  which  was  prolonge  dby 
the  unfortunate  capture  ol  Nelfon’s 
firft  difpatches.  The  moft  gloomy 
apprehenfions  were  felt,  in  which, 
the  minifters  themfelves  could  not 


avoid  participating.  At  length, 
on  the  2d  of  October,  the  glorious, 
intelligence  reached,  the  Britifh 
metropolis,  and  infpired  a  delirium 
of  joy,  which  fufficiently  proved 
what  had  been  the  extent  of  the 
previous  doubts  and  fears.  The 
victorious  admiral  was  made  a 
peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Nelfon 
of  the  Nile,  a  pen  lion  of  two 
thoufand  a  year  was  granted  to 
him,  and  an  addition  was  made  to 
his  armorial  bearings.  Honours 
and  rewards  were,  in  truth,  pro- 
fufely  {Lowered  upon  him  from  ail 
quarters,  both  at  home  and  abroad  r 
among  them  was  a  diamond  aig¬ 
rette,  and  a  fable  fur  with  broad 
fleeves,  from  the  Grand  Sign  tor* 
who  aifo,  at  a  fubfequent  period, 
mftituted  the  order  of  the  crefcenr, 
of  which  Nelfon  was  named  the 
firft  knight-companion. 

At  Naples,  to  which  Nelfon  di¬ 
rected  his  courfe,  his  victory  was- 
hailed  with  an  exultation  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to-deferibe*  He 
was  ftyled  the  deliverer,  the  fa- 
viour  of  Italy,  the  firft  of  heroes, 
and  every  kind  of  pageant  and  en¬ 
tertainment  was  exhaufted,  by  the 
queen  and  her  court,  to  exprefk 
their  gratitude  and  fecure  his  friend- 
fhip.  He  refided  with  Sir  William 
and  Lady  Hamilton,  and  hence 
arofe  the  vexations  of  his  future 
life.  In  his  paffage  to  Naples  he 
had  been  vifited  by  melancholy 
forebodings,  and  for  a  while,,  after 
his  arrival,  he  felt  a  difiike  of 
t-hofe  by  whom  he  was  furrounded. 
M  I  truft,  my  Lord,”  fays  he,  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  St.  Vincent,  on  the 
30th  of  September,  “  that  in  a 
week  we  fhall  all  be  at  fea.  I  am 
very  unwell,  and  the  miferable  cou- 
du£t  of  this  court,  is  not  likely  to 
cool  my  irritable  temper.  It  is  a 

country 
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Country  of  fiddlers  and  poets, 
whores  and  fcoundrels.”  But  he 
was  infenfibly  gained  over  by  the 
blandifhments  and  flatteries  that 
were  lavifhed  on  him,  and  he 
adopted  the  fentiments  and  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  Queen,  a  woman  of 
fo  bafe  and  vindictive  a  mind  that 
language  fails  in  the  expreffion  of 
her  demerit. 

Having  entrufted  the  blockade 
of  Malta  to  Captain  Ball,  Nelfon 
directed  the  grealeft  fhare  of  his 
attention  to  protecting  the  coafts 
of  Naples  and  Sicily  ;  an  objeCt 
which  was  particularly  pointed  out 
in  his  inftruCtions,  and  which  he 
was  now  thoroughly  difpofed  to 
attain  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
He  could  not,  however,  avert  the 
ruin  that  was  impending  from  the 
cowardice  of  his  friends.  The 
Neapolitan  army  was  routed,  the 
French  advanced  on  Naples,  and, 
on  the  2tft  of  December,  their  Si¬ 
cilian  majefties  were  compelled  to 
take  fhelter  in  the  Vanguard,  the 
flag  ftiip  of  Lord  Nelfon,  leaving 
General  Prince  Pignatelli  to  aCt  as 
Vice-regent.  From  the  bay  of 
Naples  the  royal  family  were  con¬ 
veyed  to  Palermo. 

It  was  now  neceflary  to  make 
every  exertion  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  Sicily.  Here  Nelfon 
was  once  more  in  his  element.  He 
flrained  every  nerve  to  ftimulate 
the  Sicilians  to  provide  for  the  fe- 
curityof  their  country  ;  and,  with 
his  accuflomed  gallantry,  he  offer¬ 
ed  to  defend  Medina  with  the  (hip’s 
company  of  an  Englifli  man  of  war, 
fihould  no  other  fuccour  arrive. 
He  was  rewarded,  at  the  beginning 
of  March,  by  the  freedom  of  the 
city  of  Palermo,  which  was  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  him  in  a  gold  box, 
brought  on  a  filver  falver,  and 
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which  conflicted  him  an  honorary 
grandee  of  Spain. 

In  the  fame  month  he  arranged 
a  plan  for  reducing  the  iflands  in 
the  bay  of  Naples,  and  for  fup- 
porting  the  royalifts,  who  were 
then  beginning  to  make  head  ia 
the  kingdom.  This  plan  was 
crowned  with  complete  fuccefs* 
In  May,  the  efcape  of  the  French 
fleet  from  Breft,  and  its  entrance 
into  the  Mediterranean,  gave  rife 
to  much  alarm  for  the  fafety  of 
Nelfon,  whofe  fquadron  was  di~ 
vided,  on  various  fervices.  “ With 
the  Vanguard,  the  only  {hip  then 
lying  in  the  bay  of  Palermo,  he 
propofed  to  give  them  a  warm  re¬ 
ception,  and  to  defend  his  poft  to 
the  laft.”  Having,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  days,  colle&ed  fix  fail,  he 
wrote  to  Lord  St.  Vincent,  “your 
Lordfliip  may  depend  that  the 
fquadron  under  my  command  fhall 
never  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  before  we  are  deftroy- 
ed,  I  have  little  doubt  but  they 
will  have  their  wings  fo  completely 
clipped,  as  that  they  may  be  eafily 
overtaken.”  The  French,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not,  on  this  occafion* 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  adding 
to  his  laurels. 

It  was  while  Lord  Nelfon  was 
expe&ing  the  arrival  of  the  enemy 
that  he  received,  from  his  old  friend 
Captain  Hallowell,  the  lingular 
prefent  of  a  coffin,  made  of  a  part 
of  the  wood  and  iron  belonging 
to  the  main  mail  of  POrient.  “  The 
aftonilhment  that  prevailed  amongfl: 
the  Ihip’s  company,  when  they 
were  a&ually  convinced  that  it  was 
a  coffin  which  had  thus  been  con¬ 
veyed  on  board,  will  be  long  re¬ 
membered  by  their  officers  :  ‘  we 
fhall  have  hot  work  of  it  indeed, * 
faid  one  of  the  old  Agamemnons, 

[3  Y  21  f  y°u 
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4  you  fee  the  admiral  intends  to 
fight  till  he  is  killed,  and  there  he 
is  to-be  buried. *  Lord  Nelfon 
afterwards  placed  it  upright  with 
the  lid  on  againft  the  after  divifion, 
or  bulk  head  of  his  cabin,  behind 
his  chair  where  he  fat  at  dinner, 
and  viewed  it  with  the  undaunted 
mind  of  a  great  warrior.  There 
had  been,  however,  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  gloom  and  depreffion  of  mind 
for  fome  time  vifible  in  his  Lord- 
fhip,  which  too  much  correfponded 
with  the  prefent  he  had  received. 
Notwithftanding  all  his  honours 
and  all  his  glory,  Nelfon  was  be¬ 
coming  diffatisfied  with  himfelf, 
and  the  irritability  and  miiery 
which  this  gradually  occalioned, 
will  appear  in  many  of  his  fubfe- 
quent  letters.  In  one,  that  had 
been  written  during  February  to 
an  intimate  friend,  is  the  following 
paffage :  ‘  Thank  you  moil;  heartily, 
my  dear  Davifon,  for  your  letter. 
Believe  me,  my  only  wifh  is  to 
fink  with  honour  into  the  grave, 
and  when  that  fhall  pleafe  God,  I 
fhall  meet  death  with  a  fmile. 
Not  that  I  am  infenfible  to  the 
honours  and  riches  my  king  and 
country  have  heaped  upon  me,  fo 
much  more  than  any  officer  can  de- 
ferve:  yet  am  I  ready  to  quit  this 
world  of  trouble,  and  envy  none 
but  thofe  of  the  eftate  fix  feet  by 
two.’ ” 

The  tide  at  length  turned  againft 
the  French  in  Italy,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples  was  recovered.  The 
joint  authors  of  Lord  Nelfon’s 
life  labour  hard  to  juftify  him  for 
the  breach  of  the  capitulation  fign- 
ed  by  Captain  Foote,  and  alfo  with 
refpeCt  to  the  other  tranfa&ions 
which  took  place  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples ;  but  their  efforts  are  in 
vain*  and  we  muft  lament  that  his 


blind  attachment  to  a  worthlefs 
court  fhould  have  led  him  to  the 
commiffion  of  a£ts  which  form  a 
fpot  upon  the  luftre  of  his  name. 

At  this  period  all  his  thoughts 
feem  to  have  been  turned  to  the 
prefer  vation  of  his  Sicilian  majefty’s 
dominions.  Lord  Keith  having 
ordered  him  to  repair  to  Minorca 
with  the  whole  or  the  greateft  part 
of  his  force,  that  iftand  being  fup- 
pofed  to  be  in  danger  from  the  com¬ 
bined  fquadrons.  Lord  Nelfon  de- . 
dined  to  obey,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  imperioufly  necelffiry  for 
him  to  continue  on  the  Neapolitan 
ltation.  This  difobeaience  of  or¬ 
ders  was  cenfured  by  the  board  of 
admiralty  ;  a  circumftance  which 
excited  much  diffatisfadion  in  the 
mind  of  Nelfon,  v/ho  perftfted  in 
afferting  that  his  condud  was  ju-s 
dicions. 

The  fervices  which  his  lorclfhip 
had  rendered  to  him  were  rewarded 
by  the  king  of  Naples  in  a  mag. 
nificent  manner.  He  conferred  on 
him  the  dukedom  and  lands  of 
Bronte,  and  prefented  him  with  a 
fword  valued  at  four  thoufand  gui¬ 
neas.  In  the  account  which,  in  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  Nelfon  gave  of  this  gift*, 
there  is  a  paffage  that  does  honour 
to  his  heart.  “  The  eftate,” 
writes  he,  “  is  faid  to  be  about 
3000/.  a  year :  I  am  determined 
on  one  thing,  that  the  inhabitants 
fhall  be  the  happieft  in  all  his  Si¬ 
cilian  Majefty's  dominions.”  Fie 
had  already  refufed  many  rich  pre- 
ferirs  from  the  monarch,  and  even 
this  he  is  faid  to  have  accepted  with 
reluctance.  Money  had  no  charms 
for  him.  Not  long  afrer  this,  he 
gave  another  proof  of  his  libera-, 
lity  of  fpirit.  A  celebrated  civi¬ 
lian  having  given,  in  a  cafe  of 
prize,  an  opinion  which  excluded 

from 
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from  a  fhare  the  junior  flag-officers 
of  the  fleet,  Nelfon  thus  wrote  to 
his  agent  ;  ((  Notwithftanding  Dr. 
Laurence’s  opinion,  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  I  have  any  right  to  exclude  the 
junior  flag-officers  ;  and,  if  I  have, 
1  deflre  that  no  fueli  claim  may  be 
made:  no,  not  if  it  were  fixty 
times  the  fum,  and,  poor  as  I  am, 
I  were  never  to  fee  prize-money/* 
His  beft  friends  now  began  to 
wifh  that  he  would  no  longer  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  morally  pefliferous  at- 
mofphere  of  the  Sicilian  court, 
‘d  They  fay  here,  my  good  Lord,” 
writes  Admiral  Goodall,  in  a  letter 
from  England,  “  that  you  are  Ri- 
naldo  in  the  arms  of  Armida,  and 
that  it  requires  the  firmnefs  of  an 
Ubaldo  and  his  brother  knight  to 
draw  you  from  the  enchantrefs.” 
Trowbridge  remonft rated  with  all 
the  warmth  of  a  diflnterefted,  ar¬ 
dent  friendship ;  and  even  Lord 
Spencer,  though  he  deprecated  Nel¬ 
fon  quitting  the  Mediterranean, 
delicately  hinted  that  he  “  would 
be  more  likely  to  recover  his  health 
and  ftrength  in  England,  than  in 
an  inactive  fltuation  at  a  foreign 
court,  however  pleafing  the  refpedl 
and  gratitude  fhewn  to  him  by  the 
court  might  be.”  Nelfon  was  at 
this  moment  labouring  under  an 
internal  complaint,  the  origin  of 
which  he  traced  to  the  agitation  of 
his  mind  during  his  purfuit  of  the 
French  in  1798.  i(  Pray  do  not 
fret  at  any  thing,**  writes  he  to 
Trowbridge,  u  I  wifh  I  never 
had  ;  but  my  return  to  Syracufe  in 
1798  broke  my  heart,  which  on  any 
extraordinary  anxiety  now  fhows 
itfelf,  be  that  feeling  pain  or  plea- 
fure/* 

At  length,  on  the  8th  of  June, 
1800,  he  quitted  Sicily,  to  return 
to  his  native  country.  Previous  to 


hi's  leaving  the  ifland,  the  king  in¬ 
verted  him  with  the  order  of  St* 
Ferdinand  ;  the  knights  of  which 
order  have  the  privilege  of  being 
covered  in  the  king’s  prefence. 
Pie  was  the  firft  knight  after  the 
royal  family.  Though  this  honour 
was  doublefs  gratifying  to  his  feel¬ 
ings,  it  is  probable  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Ample  teftimony  of  attach¬ 
ment,  from  his  boat’s  crew,  was 
not  lefs  fo.  When  they  heard  that 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure, 
they  wrote  to  him  this  letter. 
tl  My  Lord,  it  is  with  extreme 
concern  that  we  rind  you  are  about 
to  leave  us.  We  have  been  with 
you,  although  not  in  the  fame  fhip, 
in  every  engagement  your  Lordlhip 
has  been  in  both  by  fea  and  land  ; 
and  moft  humbly  beg  of  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  permit  us  to  goto  England, 
as  your  boat’s  crew,  in  any  fhip  or 
vefTel,  or  in  any  way  that  may 
feem  moft  pleafing  to  your  Lord- 
fh ip.  My  Lord,  pardon  the  rude 
ftyle  of  flea  men,  who  are  but  little 
acquainted  with  writing,  and  be¬ 
lieve  us  to  be,  my  Lord,  your 
ever  humble  and  obedient  fervants, 
Barge*s  Crew  of  the  F 'ou  dray  ant 

It  was  in  company  with  the 
queen  and  royal  family  of  Naples, 
and  Sir  William  and  Lady  Hamil¬ 
ton,  that  Nelfon  took  his  paflage 
to  Leghorn,  at  which  place  they 
remained  about  a  month.  After 
narrowly  efcaping  from  the  hands 
of  the  French,  he  proceeded  by 
Florence  and  Ancona  to  the  Auf- 
trian  capital.  At  Vienna  he  was 
introduced,  by  the  queen,  to  the 
emperor  and  emprefs  ;  and,  by  the 
cxprefs  deflre  of  the  gallant  arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  he  viflted  him  at 
Prague.  He  was  every  where  re¬ 
ceived  with  thofe  .honours  which 
he  had  fo  well  earned.  It  was  on 
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the  6th  of  November,  1800,  that 
he  landed  at  Yarmouth,  and  on  the 
9th  he  arrived  in  the  Britifh  me¬ 
tropolis.  All  ranks  joined  in  hail¬ 
ing  him  with  unbounded  enthu- 
fiafm ;  he  was  followed  wherever 
he  went  by  ihouting  multitudes, 
and  his  praife  was  the  theme  of 
every  tongue. 

His  fubfequent  glorious  career 
has  been  fo  amply  recorded  in  our 
volumes,  that  it  is  unneceflary  to 
touch  upon  it  in  this  place.  We 
ihall  therefore  clofe  our  account  of 
Meflrs.  Clarke  and  MfArthur’s 
book,  with  an  anecdote  or  two,  cha- 
ra&eriftic  of  our  great  naval  hero. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Copen¬ 
hagen,  during  a  council  of  war, 
i(  certain  difficulties  had  been  Part¬ 
ed  by  fome  of  the  members,  rela¬ 
tive  to  each  of  the  three  powers 
we  ffiould  have  to  engage  in  fuc- 
ceffion,  or  united,  on  thofe  feas. 
The  number  of  the  Ruffians  was  in 
particular  reprefented  as  formida¬ 
ble.  Lord  Nelfon  kept  pacing  the 
cabin,  mortified  at  every  thing 
which  favoured  of  alarm  or  irrefo- 
lution.  When  the  above  remark 
was  applied  to  the  Swedes,  he 
ffiarply  obferved*  The  more  nu¬ 
merous  the  better  ;  and  when  to  the 
Ruffians,  he  repeatedly  faid,yo  much 
the  better ,  I  wijh  there  were  twice 
as  many,  the  e after  the  vidory,  de¬ 
fend  on  it.  He  alluded,  as  he  after¬ 
wards  explained  in  private,  to  the 
total  want  of  tactique  among  the 
northern  fleets ;  and  to  his  inten¬ 
tion,  whenever  he  fhould  bring 
either  the  Swedes  or  Ruffians  to 
a&ion,  of  attacking  the  head  of 
their  line,  andconfufing  their  move¬ 
ments  as  much  as  poffible.  He 
ufed  to  fay,  clofe  with  a  Frenchman , 
but  out -manoeuvre  a  Ruffian.** 

When  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  doubt¬ 


ful  of  the  refult  of  the  conteft  a t 
Copenhagen,  threw  out  the  fignal 
for  the  attion  to  ceafe,  “  Lord 
Nelfon, ,s  fays  Mr.  Fergufon  in  his 
memoranda,  (( was,  as  he  had  been 
during  the  whole  a&ion,  walking 
the  ftarboard  fide  of  the  quarter 
deck  ;  fometimes  much  animated, 
fometimes  heroically  fine  in  his  ob- 
fervations.  A  (hot  through  the 
mainmaft  knocked  a  few  fplinters 
about  us  ;  he  obferved  to  me  with, 
a  fmile.  It  is  warm  work ,  and  this 
day  may  be  the  laf  to  any  of  us  at  a 
moment;  and  then  flopping  fhort  at 
the  gangway,  he  ufed  an  expreffion 
never  to  be  erafed  from  my  me¬ 
mory,  and  faid  with  emotion,  But 
mark  you,  I  would  not  be  elfewhere 
for  thoufands.  When  the  fignal. 
No.  39,  was  made,  the  fignal  lieu¬ 
tenant  reported  it  to  him.  He 
continued  his  walk,  and  did  not 
appear  to  take  notice  of  it.  The 
lieutenant,  meeting  his  Lordfiiip  at 
the  next  turn,  alked,  whether  he 
fhould  repeat  it  ?  Lord  Nelfon  an- 
fwered,  No,  acknowledge  it.  On 
the  officer  returning  to  the  poop, 
his  Lordlhip  called  after  him.  Is 
No.  1 6,  (fignal  for  clofe  a&ion 
which  had  been  flying  from  the 
beginning)  fill  hoifed ?  The  lieu¬ 
tenant  anfwering  in  the  affirmative. 
Lord  Nelfon  faid,  Mind  you  keep  it 
fo.  He  now  walked  the  deck  con- 
fiderably  agitated,  which  was  al¬ 
ways  known  by  his  moving  the 
flump  of  his  right  arm.  After  a 
turn  or  two,  he  faid  to  me,  in  a 
quick  manner,  Doyou  know  what's 
Jbown  on  board  of  the  Corn  man  deY- 
in- chief  f  No.  39  /  On  afking  him 
what  that  meant,  he  anfwered,  why 
to  leave  off  ad  ion.  Leave  off  ac¬ 
tion  !  he  repeated,  and  then  added, 
with  a  fhrug,  Now  damn  me  if  I 
do.  He  alfo  obferved,  I  believe  to 

Captain 
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Captain  Foley,  You  know,  Foley ,  / 
have  only  one  eye ,  l  have  a  right  to 
he  blind  fame  times  ;  and  t  lien  with 
an  archnefs  peculiar  to  his  charac¬ 
ter,  putting  his  glafs  to  this  blind 
eye,  he  exclaimed,  I  really  do  not 
fee  the  Jignal.  This  remarkable 
fignal  was,  therefore,  only  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  board  of  the  Elephant, 
not  repeated.” 

One  more  anecdote  from  Mr. 
Fergufon's  Memoranda,  and  we 
muft  have  done.  i(  It  was  about 
the  time  that  it  might  be  poffible 
to  get  into  Revel ;  thither  the  fleet 
fleered  ;  when  they  were  met  by  a 
cutter,  announcing  the  death  of  tile 
Emperor  Paul,  and  having  conci¬ 
liatory  propofltions  from  his  fuc- 
ceflfor  Alexander.  Sir  Hyde  Parker 
immediately  returned  to  the  an¬ 
chorage  near  Copenhagen  :  fuch  a 
flep  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to 
Lord  Nelfon,  who  knew  that  to 
negotiate  with  effeCt,  force  fhould 
be  at  hand  and  in  a  fituation  to  act. 
The  pofition  of  the  ‘Britifh  fleet 
ought  to  have  been  between  the 
two  Ruffian  divifions,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  iuniPiion  in  cafe  their 
pacific  overtures  had  proved  infin  * 
cere.  Weeks  were  loft  in  this  in¬ 
activity.  Sir  Hyde  Parker  was 
then  recalled,  and  the  command 
veiled  in  Lord  Nelfon.  Not  a  mo¬ 
ment  was  now  loft;  nine  fail  of  the 
line  immediately  weighed  anchor 
with  the  admiral,  and  proceeded  to 
Revel.  Of  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Ruffians  there  had  been  no  confir¬ 
mation  ;  the  meflage  might  have 
been  a  rufe  de  guerre  to  fave  their 
fleet,  and  it  was  time  to  prove  their 
difpofition  by  entering  one  of  their 
ports.  On  the  paflage  every  poffi¬ 
ble  opportunity  was  embraced  of 
calling  our  different  commanders 
together,  arranging  plans  of  con- 
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duff  in  the  event  of  finding  the 
Ruffians  friendly  or  ho  (life,  and  the 
port  of  Revel  was  at  all  events  to 
be  entered  ;  but  on  our  reaching 
it,  we  learned  ro  our  furprife  and 
mortification,  that  the  ftate  of  the 
ice  had  permitted  their  efcape  to 
Cronfladt  three  days  before.  Ncl- 
fon  was  not  difconcerted,  the  hoftiie 
vifit  was  made  to  pafs  for  one  of 
honour  and  courtefy,  the  governor 
and  forts  were  faluted,  meffages  of 
cordiality  were  fent,  and  an  invita¬ 
tion  from  the  fhore  was  accepted  ; 
and  after  three  days  fpent  amicably, 
he  parted  with  the  Ruffians  on  the 
beft  terms.  Such  was  the  man 
equally  fitted  to  ferve  his  country 
by  his  courage,  his  talents,  and  his 
addrefs.  True  original  genius  he 
poffefled  in  an  eminent  degree.  He 
was  a  decided  enemy  to  any  fevere 
fyftem  of  difeipline,  and  never 
would  confent  to  infliCt  corporal 
puni (lament  on  a  man  if  it  were 
poffible  to  avoid  it  :  when  he  was 
actually  driven  to  it,  he  was  more 
miferable  and  unhappy  during  the 
execution  of  a  fentence  than  the 
culprit  himfelf.  He  underftood 
mankind,  and  could  lead  them 
where  he  pleafed.  No  man  was 
ever  more  faithfully  obeyed,  yet 
knew  he  not  the  ufe  of  terror. 
His  hold  was  on  the  affections  and 
reafon  of  man,  aided  by  example  ; 
and  fuch  a  hold,  that  he  could  by  it 
infpire  cowardice  itfelf  with  cou¬ 
rage  and  enthufiafm.  In  all  his 
life  he  never  was  known  to  do  an 
unfriendly  aCt  to  any  officer  about 
him  :  if  they  behaved  ill,  and  he 
was  afked  to  profecute  them,  he 
ufed  to  anfwer,  “  that  there  was 
no  occafion  for  him  to  ruin  a  poor 
devil,  who  was  fufficiently  his  own 
enemy  to  ruin  himfelf.* *  Expul- 
fiori  from  the  ftiip  was  the  fevered 
\  jY  4]  punifhment 
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punifhrftent  he  inflidted.  He  was 
literally  what  I  have  heard  his 
failors,  in  their  plain  expreflive  lan¬ 
guage,  fay  of  him,  “  Our  Nel  is 
as  brave  as  a  lion ,  and  as  gentle  as 

lamb,’* 


A  Defcriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Ori¬ 
ental  Library  of  the  late  Tippoo 
Sultan  of  My  fore.  To  nvhich  are 
prefixed  Memoirs  of  Hyder  Aly 
Khan ,  and  his  Son  Tippoo  Sultan. 
By  Charles  Stewart,  Efq.  M.  A.  S. 

v  This  volume  is,  on  more  than 
one  account,  a  literary  curicfity. 
It  contains  the  catalogue  of  the 
library  of  a  defpot,  an  oriental 
defpot ;  and  we  are  naturally  de- 
firous  to  know  in  what  degree  of 
xefped:  literature  was  held  by  fuch 
a  being,  and  what  fpecies  of  litera¬ 
ture  he  appeared  to  prefer.  It  is 
itiil  more  interefting  from  its  con¬ 
taining  memoirs  of  two  extraor¬ 
dinary  characters ;  one  of  whom, 
by  dint  of  talenr,  eftablifhed  a 
powerful  empire  in  India,  which 
the  other,  by  his  obftinacy  and 
want  of  policy,  firft  diminifhed, 
and  at  length  deftroyed.  From 
the  materials  which  Mr.  Stewart 
has  provided,  we  will  give  a  rapid 
fketch  of  the  lives  of  Hyder  Aii 
and  of  Tippoo  Sultan ;  and  then  a 
brief  abftraCt  of  the  contents  of 
the  library  of  the  fallen  defpot. 

The  family  of  Hyder  was  ori¬ 
ginally  Arabian,  but  when  his  an- 
ceftors  emigrated  to  India  A  not 
known.  By  defeem  he  himfelf 
claimed  the  honour  of  being  a  Co- 
reifhy,  and  ccnfequently  of  the 
fame  tribe  as  the  founder  of  the 
Mahometan  religion.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  his  progenitors  were  per- 


fons  of  refpeCt ability  in  the  diftnfi 
of  Kohir,  between  Hyderabad  and 
Kulbergah,  feveral  of  them  hav¬ 
ing,  at  different  tiipes,  held  the 
honourable  office  of  cazy  or  judge* 
His  grandfather  had  under  him  a 
corps  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  governor  of 
Sera  ;  bis  father,  Futteh  Aly,  was 
in  the  fame  fervice,  and  rofe  by 
degrees  to  the  command  of  a  thou- 
fand  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  and 
obtained  the  title  of  Naik,  which, 
in  the  Sanfcrit  language,  means  a 
colonel  or  commander.  As  a  de¬ 
fendant  of  Mahomet,  Futteh  Aly 
affumed  the  prenomen  of  Mir. 

Hyder  was  the  fon  of  Futteh  by 
Majedda  Begum?  the  daughter  of 
a  refpe&able  family.  u  When  the 
lady  became  pregnant,  they  vi- 
fited  the  hermitage  of  a  celebrated 
devotee,  named  Hyder  Shah,  who 
predicted  that  the  child  would  be 
a  fon,  and  directed  his  parents  to 
call  him  Hyder  Aly.  This  fon 
was  born  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira 
1 1 3 1 .  A.  D.  1 7 1  8,  at  Diwanhully, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kolar.” 

The  affairs  of  the  governor  of 
Sera  having  fallen  into  confufion, 
Futteh,  whofe  troops  remained  un¬ 
paid,  was  compelled  to  feek  for 
another  employer.  With  two 
hundred  infantry  and  twenty-five 
horfe,  he  was  firft  employed  by 
Abbas  Culy  Khan,  and  afterwards 
by  one  of  the  Malabar  Rajas. 
1:4  Neither  of  thefe  fituations  Ant¬ 
ing  his  ambition,  he  repaired  to 
Seringapatam,  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  admitted  with  his 
batallion  (which  he  had  augmented 
to  a  thoufand  men)  into  the  fervice 
oi  the  Raja  of  Myforc.  This 
event,  fo  important  in  its  confe- 
quences,  took  place  A.  II.  1140, 
or  A.  D,  1  727.” 
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In  Myfore,  when  the  Raja  died, 
without  iffue,  it  was  cuftomary  for 
his  relations  to  feleft,  from  the 
collateral  branches  of  the  family, 
a  boy,  from  three  to  five  years  of 
age,  as  their  chief,  by  which  means, 
during  a  long  minority,  they  divid¬ 
ed  among  themfelves  the  patronage 
and  emoluments  of  theftate;  one 
of  them  being  appointed  to  ad  as 
Delaway,  or  prime  minifter.  Such 
an  event  occurred  fome  years  after 
the  arrival  of  Futteh  Naik.  The 
Delaway,  Gorachuri  Nundoraji, 
was  a  man  of  ability,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  he  ufurped  all  the 
powers  of  the  fovereign.  Futteh 
Naik  obtained  his  confidence,  and 
in  all  affairs  of  importance,  he  and 
his  corps  were  preferred  to  the  reft 
of  the  army. 

The  father  of  Hyder  died  in  the 
year  1738;  leaving  Hyder  and 
another  fon,  to  whom  conjointly 
the  command  of  his  corps  devolv¬ 
ed,  as  a  right  of  inheritance.  Dif- 
fatisfied  at  fome  part  of  their  con- 
dud,  the  Delaway  difmifled  them, 
and  they  entered  into  the  fervice 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  While  in 
this  fervice,  Hyder  married  the 
daughter  of  the  governor  of  Kud- 
depah,  who,  about  the  year  1749, 
became  the  mother  of  Tippoo 
Saib. 

The  brothers  being  thrown  out 
of  employment,  by  the  murder  of 
the  nabob,  who  was  put  to  death 
by  one  of  his  relations,  they  fued 
to  the  Delaway  to  be  admitted 
again  into  his  fervice,  and  their 
fuit  was  fuccefsful.  On  his  return 
to  the  Myfore,  Hyder  married  the 
daughter  of  the  Cazy  of  Seringa- 
patam  ;  and  his  brother  dying  in 
the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  he 
inherited  all  the  property  of  his 
father,  and  the  foie  command  of 


the  corps.  He  was  now  looked  up 
to  as  an  important  perfon,  was  dis~ 
tinguiftied  by  the  title  of  Hyder  Aly 
Naik ,  and  rofe  fo  high  in  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  minifter,  that  he 
was  confulted  on  all  occafions 
where  courage  and  activity  were 
required.  At  the  fame  time  he 
rendered  himfelf  popular  among 
the  military,  particularly  thofe  of 
his  own  religion,  by  his  urbanity 
and  liberality. 

Hyder  now  began  to  carry  into 
execution  his  ambitious  defigns. 
In  the  vicinity  of  the  Myfore 
country*  v/ere  feveral  independent 
rajas,  pofTdfing  territories  of  va-, 
rious  extent.  Among  thefe  was 
the  raja  of  Bangalore,  who,  befides 
his  capital,  which  was  ftrongly 
fortified,  held  alfo  the  fuppofed 
impregnable  hill  foirtrefs  of  Saven- 
drug.  From  motives  of  parfi- 
mony,  and  believing  himfelf  to  be 
fecure  in  the  friendfhip  of  all  his 
neighbours,  he  had  diminiihed  his 
military  force  to  barely  the  num¬ 
ber  which  was  neceffary  for  col¬ 
lecting  the  revenues.  Hyder  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  Delaway  to  difpatch 
him,  with  a  force  of  8000  men,  to 
attack  the  unfufpeCting  raja.  The 
refult  of  this  irruption  was,  that 
the  raja  was  compelled  to  pay  four 
hundred  thoufand  rupees,  and  pro- 
mife  an  annual  tribute  of  twice  that 
fum.  Stung  with  refentment,  he 
foon,  however,  broke  the  peace 
and  appealed  to  arms.  Hyder  was 
fentagainft  him  with  20,000  men  ; 
an  obftinate  engagement  enfued, 
and  the  raja  was  made  prifoner. 
The  conquered  diftrid:  was  afiigned 
to  Hyder  by  the  Delaway,  as  a 
jaidad,  or  fund  for  the  payment  of 
his  troops.  Thefe,  under  pretence 
of  fecuring  his  conquefr,  Hyder 
doubled  in  numbers,  and  by  degrees 
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extended  his  authority  overfeveral 
of.  the  neighbouring  zemindars. 

From  the  further  profecution  of 
his  fchemes,  Hvder  was  for  a 
while  called  off,  by  the  neceffity  of 
marching  with  the  My  fore  army, 
which  was  led  by  the  Delaway, 
to  the  affiftance  of  Mohammed 
Air,  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 
This  took  place  in  1751.  The 
army  continued  in  the  Carnatic 
till  17 5^,  during  which  period 
Hyder  diftinguifhed  himfelf  greatly 
by  his  bravery,  activity,  and  (kill. 
On  different  occafions  he  Hew  fe- 
veral  of  the  enemy  in  fingle  com¬ 
bat,  and  bore  their  heads  in  tri¬ 
umph  to  the  camp.  He  thus  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  the  nabob, 
who  is  faid  to  have  flrongly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  Delaway  to  pro¬ 
mote  fo  valuable  an  officer.  At 
the  battle  of  Trichinopoly,  in 
Auguit  1754,  he  fell  upon  the 
baggage  of  the  Englifh,  created 
£reat  confufion,  and  feized  thirty- 
live  carts  laden  with  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  other  (tores. 

An  impending  invafion  by  the 
Mahrattas,  and  a  demand  of  the 
arrears  of  tribute  due  to  the  Mogul 
government,  compelled  the  My- 
forean  army  to  return  home,  for 
the  purpofe  of  defending  its  own 
country.  When  the  minilter  reach¬ 
ed  Seringa  pa  tarn  he  found  the  raja, 
who  had  affumed  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  turnoff  confterna- 
tion  at  the  approach  of  the  Mah¬ 
rattas.  It  was  refolved  to  oppofe 
the  invaders;  but  the  troops  were 
mutinous  for  want  of  pay,  and, 
when  money  was  at  laft  raifed  to 
fatisfy  them,  all  the  chief  officers 
declined  the  refponfibility  of  com¬ 
manding  a  force  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  inadequate  to  its  pur¬ 
pofe-;  Ilyder  was  then  on  the 


fouthern  frontier.  He  was  recalled? 
to  command  in  chief,  and,  without 
hefitation,  he  accepted  the  poft 
which  was  offered  to  him.  The 
Mahrattas,  however,  had  advanced 
fo  rapidly,  that  the  My  fore  go¬ 
vernment  deemed  it  prudent  to 
pur  chafe  a  temporary  peace,  at  the 
price  of  two  millions  of  rupees. 
The  readinefs  of  Hyder  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  his  ftrenuous  exertions 
to  reftore  difcipline  among  the 
troops,  raifed  him  high  in  the  efli- 
mation  of  the  minifler  and  the  raja. 
Two  years  afterwards,  in  17,58, 
the  Mahrattas  again  invaded  ;  he 
was  again  fummoned  from  the  fron¬ 
tier  to  fave  Seringapatam  ;  but  the 
Myfore  government  again  refoTted 
to  the  plan  of  propitiating  the  in¬ 
vaders  by  the  payment  of  a  confi- 
derable  fum. 

((  The  general  being  now  un¬ 
employed,  obtained  permiffion  for 
himfelf  and  followers  to  vifit  his 
jaidad  of  Bangalore,  the  affairs  of 
which  he  reprefented  to  have  dif¬ 
fered  much  derangement  during  his 
abfence.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few 
months  after  his  arrival  at  Banga¬ 
lore,  Hyder  pointed  out  to  the 
Delaway'-  a  conqueft,  by  which  the 
Myfore  territory  might  be  greatly 
encreafed,  and  the  funds  of  the 
treafurv,  which  had  been  much 
drained  by  the  expences  of  the 
war  in  the  Carnatic  and  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  Mahrattas,  replenifh- 
ed.  The  rninifter,  blinded  by 
avarice,  and  (till  duped  by  the  dif- 
fimulation  and  affefted  humility  of 
Hvder,  gave  his  confent  to  the  ex¬ 
pedition. 

At  thediftance  of  feventy  miles 
to  the  north. eaft  of  Bangalore  is 
fituated  thediftrift  of  Chuc  (little) 
Balapore,  a  rich  and  fertile  coun- 
tiy,  the  zemindar  or  raja  of  which, 
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Narayana  Swarm,  was  reported  to 
poflefs  much  wealth,  without  the 
courage  to  defend  it.  Thefe  were 
temptations  not  to  b,e  withftood  by 
Hyder,  who  having,  in  confequence 
of  the  permiffion  obtained  from  the 
Delaway,  aflembled  an  army, 
marched  from  Bangalore  fome  time 
in  the  year  1758,  and,  before  the 
raja  was  apprized  of  his  intentions, 
entered  the  diftrift  of  Balapore. 
The  raja  took  refuge  in  the  fort  of 
Nandidurg ;  but,  after  fuftaining 
a  liege  of  only  two  days,  took  to 
flight,  leaving  a  rich  booty  to  the 
invaders.  A  few  rarities  and  a 
congratulatory  letter  weredifpatch- 
ed  to  Seringapatam  ;  but  the  trea- 
ftire  was  either  diflributed  among 
the  troops,  or  retained  by  the  ge¬ 
neral,  who  appointed  his  own  offi¬ 
cers  to  the  conquered  diftrid,  and 
annexed  it  to  Bangalore. 

Hyder  Aly  now  perceived  with 
triumph  his  ambitious  views  ri¬ 
pening  to  maturity ;  and,  under 
pretence  of  fecuring  hisconquefts,  he 
augmented  his  old  corps,  and  took 
into  his  fervice  an  additional  body 
of  troops,  on  whofe  attachment  he 
could  depend. 

Thefe  circumftances  being  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Delaway,  he  began 
to  repent  of  the  blind  partiality 
which  had  induced  him  to  raife 
Hyder  Aly  to  fo  dangerous  a 
height  of  power  and  authority, 
and  propofed  to  the  Raja  to  in¬ 
veigle  him  to  Seringapatam,  and 
to  fecure  his  perfon.  In  profecu- 
tion  of  this  defign,  a  letter,  replete 
with  thanks  and  flattery,  was 
written  by  the  Delaway  to  Hyder, 
inviting  him  to  return  to  court*  to 
receive  fome  diftinguifhed  mark  of 
honour,  in  reward  for  his  brilliant 
fer  vices. 


Hyder,  who  was  well  verfed  in 
all  the  intrigues  and  politics  of  an 
Oriental  court,  conftantly  retained 
a  private  agent  at  Seringapatam, 
to  whom  he  paid  a  liberal  allow¬ 
ance  for  furniftiing  him  with  in¬ 
telligence.  From  this  perfon  he 
learnt  the  infldious  purport  of  the 
letter,  before  it  arrived.  After 
confldering  the  fteps  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  to  take,  he  marched  from 
Balapore  to  Bangalore,  and  having 
collected  all  his  forces,  proceeded 
at  their  head  to  Seringapatam, 
where  he  encamped  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  city.  In  the 
evening  lie  went  to  pay  his  refpefts 
to  the  minifter,  attended  by  a  feftr 
trufty  followers  ;  but,  although 
every  thing  had  been  previoufly 
arranged  for  feizing  him,  or  put¬ 
ting  him  to  death,  the  opportunity 
was  fufFered  to  efcape,  and  no  at¬ 
tempt  was  made.  The  next  viflfc 
was  fixed  for  the  perpetration  of 
the  adt  ;  but  the  attachment  which 
fome  perfons,  acquainted  with  the 
intentions  of  the  Delaway,  bore  to 
Hyder,  induced  them  to  apprize 
him  of  the  plans  in  agitation 
againft  him.  Although  previoufly 
aware  of  the  hoilile  defigns  of  the 
minifter,  he  affe&ed  much  furprife 
and  alarm  at  this  intelligence  ; 
and,  having  confulted  with  his 
friends,  refolved  to  depofe  the 
Delaway.  To  accomplifh  this  ob¬ 
ject,  he  proceeded,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  under  pretence  of  pay¬ 
ing  the  promifed  vifit,  to  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  minifter,  and,  ftation- 
ing  a  party  of  foldiers  at  the  door, 
entered  the  houfe  with  a  feledf 
guard,  and,  without  oppofltion, 
took  him  prifqner.  A  detachment 
was  then  fent  to  reduce  the  palace  j 
but  the  Raja  fubmitted  voluntarily, 
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and,  fending  for  Hyder  Aly,  re¬ 
ceived  him  moil  gracioufly,  and 
declared,  before  the  whole  court, 
that  the  conduct  of  Gorachuri 
Nundoraj  having  for  fome  time 
pail  given  him  great  offence,  it 
had  been  his  ferious  intention  to 
depofe  him  from  the  office  of  De- 
la  way,  and  to  confer  that  honour 
on  his  general,  Hyder  Aly  ;  but 
that  meafure  being  now  happily 
effected  without  his  interference, 
he  hid  much  pleafure  in  placing 
the  reins  of  government  in  fuch 
able  hands.  Hyder,  feeing  the 
Raja  fufficiently  intimidated,  was 
profufe  in  his  profeffions  of  fidelity 
and  attachment,  and  alleged  the 
minifter’s  defigr.  upon  his  life  as 
the  foie  caufe  of  the  commotion 
which  had  taken  place.  Next 
day,  however,  he  repaired  to  court, 
and  demanded  a  patent  or  commif- 
fion  conferring  on  him  and  his 
-  pollerity  the  perpetual  office  of 
Delaway.  The  Raja,  dreading  the 
confequences  of  a  refufal,  acqui- 
efced  in  this  demand,  and  contented 
himfelf  with  requiring  a  written 
engagement,  ftipulating  that  he 
and  his  pofterity  fhould  prove  them- 
felves  loyal  and  obedient  fubje6ts. 
Thus  Hyder  Aly  acquired  the  real 
fovereignty  of  Myfore,  but  for 
fome  time  continued  his  refpedful 
behaviour  to  the  Raja.  All  the 
public  ads  of  government  were 
made  in  the  name  of  the  Prince, 
and,  on  occafion  of  any  new  con¬ 
quers,  congratulatory  letters  and 
prefents  were  fent  to  him.  This 
event  happened  in  the  year  1759. 

The  firft  ad  of  Hyder’s  autho¬ 
rity  was  to  get  poffeffion  of  the 
fort  of  Myfore.  To  this  place  he 
fent  hisprifoner,  the  late  Delaway, 
with  his  two  fons,  Viraj  and  Ta- 


daraj,  but  allowed  them  a  comfort* 
able  penfion.  The  father  lurvived 
his  difgrace  thirteen  years ;  and 
one  of  the  fons  lived  long  enough 
to  witnefs  the  reftoration  of  the 
royal  family  to  the  throne,  and  the 
deftrudion  of  the  fon  of  the  ufurp- 
er.  When  we  confider  the  ftate  of 
morals  in  the  eaft,  and  how  readily 
the  life  of  an  enemy  or  of  a  rival 
is  there  facrificed,  it  muft  be  owned 
that  fome  praife  is  due  to  Hyder, 
for  having  flopped  fhort  of  blood 
in  the  gratification  of  his  revenge. 

The  phantom  of  a  prince,  under 
whole  name  he  ruled,  was  now 
feldom  confulted  by  Hyder,  whofe 
authority,  however,  was  yet  pre¬ 
carious.  At  court  there  was  a 
party  hoftile  to  him,  and  fome  of 
the  diftant  zemindars  refufed  obe¬ 
dience.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  he 
imprudently  difpatched  nearly  the 
whole  of  his  regular  troops  to  the 
alfiftance  of  M.  Lally,  who  was 
befieged  in  Pondicherry.  This 
aufpicious  moment  was  feized  by 
his  enemies.  A  Mahratta  army, 
fent  for  the  purpofe  of  colleding 
the  chout,  or  tribute,  was  on  the 
Myfore  frontier.  From  the  gene¬ 
ral  of  this  army  the  Raja  implored 
fuccour,  to  i(  extricate  him  from 
the  trammels  of  a  detefted  Ma- 
hommedan.”  It  v/as  not  till  the 
Mahrattas  were  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  capital,  that  Hyder 
difcovered  their  intention  of  feiz- 
ing  his  perfon  ;  and  he  had  barely 
time  'to  mount  his  horfe,  and 
efcape  to  his  ftrong  hold  of  Ban¬ 
galore. 

The  inftant  that  he  was  in  fafety 
he  fent  off  expreffes  to  recall  his 
troops  from  the  Carnatic,  and  to 
order  the  governors  of  forts  to 
fend  whatever  troops  they  could 
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fpare,  and  to  adopt  meafures  of  de¬ 
fence.  Aware  of  the  importance 
of  attacking  him  before  he  could 
concentrate  his  forces,  the  Raja 
hurried  forward  an  army  to  inveil 
Bangalore.  Hyder  marched  out 
with  the  few  adherents  that  he 
could  mufter,  totally  defeated  it, 
and  made  its  general  prifoner, — 
Being  foon  after  joined  by  his 
army  from  the  Carnatic,  he  march¬ 
ed  to  Seringapatam,  confined  the 
Raja  as  a  prifoner  of  ftate,  ba- 
niihed  his  advifers,  and  ufurped  the 
whole  authority  of  the  government. 
To  legitimate  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  his  aflfumption  of  power, 
he,  by  means  of  coftly  p refen ts, 
and  a  large  fum  of  money,  obtained 
from  the  reprefentative  of  the 
Great  Mogul  a  grant  of  the  zemin- 
dary  of  Myfore,  with  a  patent, 
conftituting  him  a  Heft  Hazary, 
or  commander  of  feven  thoufand 
horfe,  and  the  title  of  Nabob 
Hyder  Aly  Khan  Behadur. 

Hyder  was  now  at  liberty  to 
accompliih  his  plans  of  aggrandize¬ 
ment.  In  furtherance  of  thofe 
plans,  it  opportunely  happened 
that,  at  this  period,  he  received  a 
reinforcement  of  the  utmoil  import¬ 
ance.  This  was  a  body  of  300 
French,  under  the  command  of  a 
M.  Allen  ;  who  enlifted  in  his  fer- 
vice,  in  confequence  of  the  capture 
of  Pondicherry  by  the  Britilh  arms. 
Thefe  men  were  of  the  greatell 
utility  to  him,  in  difciplining  his 
infantry,  and  in  the  management 
of  his  artillery  and  arfenals. 

His  firft  e flays  in  fpoliation, 
were  the  obtaining,  by  force,  in 
1761,  one  half  of  the  diftrift  of 
Erfawarafimy,  and  the  fort  of 
Ouflore.  He  next  availed  bim- 
felf  of  family  quarrels  in  Bednore, 
of  which  province,  after  two  years* 
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ftruggle,  he  remained  the  mailer. 
The  Mahrattas  endeavoured  to 
expel  him,  but,  finding  themfelves 
too  weak  for  the  purpofe,  they 
agreed  to  retire,  on  receiving; 
flxty  lacks  of  rupees.  Againll  the 
territories  of  Curg  and  Malabar, 
he  carried  on  a  war  for  three  years, 
but,  not  being  able  to  reduce  them 
to  a  ftate  of  permanent  fubje&ion, 
he,  at  length,  confented  tobefatis- 
fied  with  receiving  a  tribute.  In 
1765,  he  conquered  the  diftrisfl  and 
fort  of  Chitteldurg. 

The  depofed  Raja  of  Myfore 
died  in  1766  ;  but,  contented  with 
the  exercife  of  fovereignty,  Hyder 
prudently  abllained  from  afluming 
the  title.  He  placed  the  eldell 
fon  of  the  deceafed  prince  on  the 
throne,  and  when,  after  a  nominal 
reign  of  five  years,  the  mock  fove- 
reign  followed  his  father,  Hyder 
infialled  the  younger  brother. — • 
This  brother,  too,  died  in  1777, 
without  iflue,  and  the  ftratagem 
which  Hyder  employed,  to  deter¬ 
mine  his  choice  of  a  fucceffor 
among  the  collateral  defcendants, 
is  not  unworthy  of  being  recorded. 
Among  eight  or  ten  boys,  whom 
he  had  colle&ed,  (C  he  ordered 
fome  fruit  to  be  diftributed,  and 
watching  attentively  their  condudl, 
he  obferved  that  one  of  them  gave 
his  fhare  to  his  father,  while  all 
the  reft  began  to  eat  their  portions. 
Hyd  er  confidered  him  who  gave 
the  fruit  to  his  father  as  the  moll 
promifing,  and  immediately  placed 
him,  then  four  years  of  age,  on  the 
throne.** 

Thp  power  of  Hyder  was  not 
beheld  without  alarm,  nor  fuffered 
to  grow  without  oppofition.  In 
1767,  the  Mahrattas  and  the  Ni¬ 
zam  confederated,  and,  alter  hav¬ 
ing  reduced  feveral  places,  ad¬ 
vanced 
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vaneed  to  the  walls  of  Seringapa- 
tam.  There,  in  an  entrenched 
camp,  Hyder  fet  all  their  efforts  at 
defiance ;  and  negociated  with  fo 
much  art,  that  he  bought  off  the 
Mahrattas,  and  induced  the  Nizam 
to  unite  with  him  in  an  attempt  to 
expel  the  Britifh  from  the  provinces 
on  the  Coromandel  coalL 

The  Carnatic  was  invaded  in 
the  fame  year  by  th‘e  new  allies. 
At  Errour  they  were  defeated  by 
Colonel  Smith,  and  the  lofs  of  the 
battle  fo  terrified  the  Nizam,  that 
he  hafiened  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  Britifh  government.  The  My- 
forean  chief  fuffered  but  little  in 
the  engagement.  As,  however, 
he  was  not  alone  ftrong  enough  to 
keep  his  ground,  he  withdrew  into 
the  Myfore,  and  was  followed  by 
Colonel  Smith,  who  captured  feve- 
ral  of  his  fortrelfes,  and  advanced 
upon  his  capital.  In  this  emer¬ 
gency,  Hyder  adopted  the  bold 
and  wife  refolution  of  turning  the 
rear  of  the  Englifh  army,  and  burft- 
ing  into  the  Carnatic,  where  he 
fpread  terror  and  devaftation  as  far 
as  the  gates  of  Madras.  This 
manoeuvre  raifed  the  fpirit  of  his 
forces,  compelled  the  Englifh  army 
to  abandon  its  conquefts,  and 
frightened  the  Madras  government 
into  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  was 
figned  in  April  1759.  <e  The 
terms  of  this  treaty  were  fimple 
and  equitable.  The  forts  and 
places  taken  on  either  fide,  during 
the  war,  were  reftored,  and  the 
prifoners  releafed.  A  perpetual 
league,  ofrenfive  and  defeniive,  was 
alfo  agreed  on  ;  and  freedom  of 
trade  was  ftipulated  throughout 
each  other’s  dominions.” 

Hyder  did  not  remain  long  at 
peace.  This  time,  however,  he 
was  not  the  aggreffior.  Early  in 


1771,  a  powerful  army  of  Mah¬ 
rattas  invaded  his  dominions'.  He 
immediately  claimed  the  Britifh 
fuccours,  to  which  he  was  entitled 
by  treaty,  but  they  were  not 
granted.  The  lofs  of  a  decifive 
battle,  neverthelefs,  compelled  the 
Mahrattas  to  withdraw  ;  but,  in 
the  following  year,  they  took  an 
ample  revenge.  The  Pelhwa,  in 
perfon,  led  an  overwhelming  force 
into  Myfore,  completely  defeated 
Hyder,  overrun  and  ravaged  the 
whole  country,  except  Seringapa- 
tam,  and  a  few  forts,  and  would, 
perhaps,  have  completed  the  con- 
queft,  had  he  not  been  feized  by  a 
mortal  complaint,  which  obliged 
him  to  return  to  Poonah.  Diffen- 
tions  broke  out  among  the  chiefs, 
the  feafon  became  unfavourable, 
difeafe  appeared  among  the  troops, 
and  Hyder  fucceeded  in  obtaining 
a  peace,  at  the  comparatively  tri- 
fiingprice  of  thirty  lacks  of  rupees, 
and  the  ceffion  of  fome  inconfider- 
able  diftriXs.  In  this  flruggle, 
too,  he  was  unaided  by  the  Madras 
government. 

About  this  period  he  is  faid  to 
have  renewed  his  connexions  with 
the  French.  (C  They  met  his 
overtures  with  ardour,  and  per¬ 
mitted,  if  not  encouraged,  their 
officers  to  enter  into  his  fervice,  to 
train  his  armies,  and  to  form  a 
powerful  artillery  upon  the  Euro¬ 
pean  model.  They  alfo  applied 
him  liberally  with  arms,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  all  the  military  neceffa- 
ries,  which  enabled  him,  in  a  fhort 
time,  to  renew  the  war  with  fo 
much  fuccefs  againft  the  Mahrattas, 
and  afterwards  to  wreak  his  ven¬ 
geance  on  the  unfortunate  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Carnatic,  for  the 
negleX  of  their  rulers.’* 

Some  quarrels  among  the  Nair 

and 
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and  Curg  chiefs,  on  the  Malabar 
coaft,  in  which  his  afiiftance  was 
courted  by  one  party,  gave  him,  in 
1773,  an  opportunity  of  putting 
his  armies  in  motion.  For  the 
fervice  which  he  rendered  to  one  of 
the  competitors  of  the  fovereignty 
of  Curg,  he  received  the  remaining 
moiety  of  the  diftrid  of  Erfawa- 
rafimy,  and  an  annual  tribute  of 
24,000  rupees.  He  then  turned 
his  arms  againft  the  Nair  chiefs, 
and,  before  the  end  of  1775?  he 
completely  fubdued  the  Zamorin, 
or  Raja,  of  Calicut,  and  the  chiefs 
of  Cotiote,  Cartinad,  and  Canna- 
nore,  and  compelled  the  Raja  of 
Cochin  to  become  his  tributary. 

This  was  only  the  prelude  to 
more  important  fucceffes.  Quar¬ 
rels  having  broken  out  among  the 
Mahratta  chiefs,  he  availed  himfelf 
of  this  favourable  occafion,  to  re¬ 
cover  what  he  had  loft,  and  to  re¬ 
trieve  the  charader  of  his  arms. 
He  expelled  his  enemies  from  the 
ceded  diftrids,  plundered  Sera,  and 
extended  his  conquefts  in  various 
parts  to  the  north  ;  fo  that,  before 
the  end  of  the  year  1778,  he  had 
made  himfelf  mafter,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  fort  of  Darwar,  of 
all  the  Mahratta  diftrids  fouth  of 
the  Kiftna,  and  had  even  croffed 
that  river,  and  taken  the  town  of 
Meritah,  the  capital  of  Purferam 
Bhow.  Late  in  that  year,  or  early 
in  the  next,  he  a  fecond  time  in¬ 
vaded  the  ftates  of  the  Nabob  of 
Kuddepah,  made  the  Nabob  pri- 
foner,  with  his  whole  family,  and 
by  this  means  came  in  complete 
poffeftion  of  what  is  denominated 
the  Carnatic  Balaghat  Hy  derabady, 
the  grofs  revenues  of  which  were 
eftimated  at  forty -ieven  lacks.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  Nizam  com¬ 
bined  with  the  Mahrattas  to  ftop 
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his  progrefs ;  for  though  the  allies 
brought  into  the  field  an  army  of 
ninety  thoufand  men,  they  were 
unable  to  obtain  any  advantage 
over  him. 

His  army,  meanwhile,  was  daily 
becoming  more  formidable.  It 
was  joined,  in  1779,  by  M.  Lally, 
with  feveral  French  officers,  and  a 
battalion  of  Europeans,  by  many 
deferters  or  prifoners  who  had 
efcaped  from  Pondicherry,  and  by 
numbers  of  fepoys,  who  had  been 
difmifted  from  other  fervices ;  and 
it  was  alfo  accuftomed  to  manoeu¬ 
vre,  and  fiufhed  with  vidory. 

Though  the  Mahrattas  had  been 
adive  enemies  of  Hyder,  they 
were  not  the  o'bjeds  of  his  deadlieft; 
hate.  That  was  referved  for  the 
Englifh.  The  refufal  to  furnifli 
the  ftipulated  fuccours  had  funk 
deep  into  his  heart,  and  excited 
an  unextinguifhable  thirft  of  re¬ 
venge.  Ever  fince  that  event, 
i(  nothing  but  meffages  of  cold 
and  diftant  civility  had  paffed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  ftates.5’  His  anger 
was  ftill  further  excited  by  the 
attack  upon  the  French  fort  of 
Mahie,  which  flood  in  his  own  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  by  a  recent  attempt  of 
a  Britifh  detachment  to  penetrate 
through  the  Kuddepah  diftrid,  for 
the  purpofe  of  relieving  Bazalet 
Jung,  on  whofe  province  of  Adoni 
he  had  fallen,  in  confequence  of 
that  prince  having  ceded  to  the 
Englifh  the  Guntoor  Circar. 

Refolving,  thenceforth,  to  have 
no  other  objed  than  the  expulfton 
of  the  Britifh  from  India,  he  de¬ 
termined,  though  vidorious,  to 
make  fome  facrifices  to  the  Mah¬ 
rattas,  that  he  might  form  an  ex- 
tenfive  confederacy  againft  the 
Britifh  power.  His  negotiations 
were  fo  fkilfully  conduded,  that 

he 


1088]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


he  not  only  formed  an  alliance  with 
the  Mahrattas,  but  alfo  drew  over 
the  Berar  Raja,  and  other  chiefs. 
(C  The  plan  of  warfare  propofed 
by  Hyder  was,  that  while  he  in¬ 
vaded  the  Carnatic,  the  Nizam 
fhould  overrun  the  northern  Cir- 
cars,  and  after  forming  a  junftion, 
and  defeating  the  Englifh  army, 
lay  fiege  to  Madras.  That  in  the 
mean  time  the  Mahrattas  fhould 
attack  Bombay ;  and  the  Berar 
Raja,  Bengal.  NejefKhan,  and 
the  other  chiefs  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Dhely,  were  to  crofs  the 
Ganges,  and  take  poffeffion  of 
Oude,  unlefs  the  Nabob  Afaf  al 
Dowleh,  of  his  own  accord, 
would  arm,  and  expel  the  Englifh 
from  his  dominions. ’’ 

This  fcheme  was  well  formed, 
but  it  had  the  fate  common  to  all 
fchemes  that  require  the  concurring 
efforts  of  naturally  rival  ftates. — 
The  Raja  of  Berar,  and  the  weltern 
chiefs,  made  no  exertions ;  the 
Mahrattas  were  kept  occupied  at 
home  by  the  vigorous  affaults  of 
the  Englifh  ;  the  Nizam  was 
foothed  into  inaction  by  the  Ben¬ 
gal  government  ;  and  to  Hyder 
alone  was  left  the  talk  of  offenfive 
war.  He  did  not  fhrink  from  the 
talk.  After  having  fent  back  a 
meffage  of  fevere  reproof  by  the 
envoys  who  were  difpatched  from 
Fort  St.  George  to  pacify  him,  he 
rufhed  through  the  Ghauts  into 
the  Carnatic,  in  July  1780,  with 
an  army  of  50,000  horfe,  40,000 
infantry,  a  corps  of  Europeans,  and 
a  numerous  train  of  artillery.  In 
this  campaign,  Chitore,  Arcot,  and 
many  other  forts,  were  reduced  ; 
Colonel  Baillie’s  detachment  was 
cut  off,  and  the  Carnatic  was  laid 
wafte  with  fire  and  fword.  “  The 
banks  of  the  ponds  or  refer voirs 


were  alfo  broken  down,  or  cut 
through,  and  the  wells  filled  with 
the  putrid  bodies  of  murdered  fu¬ 
gitives.  Hyder  on  this  occalion 
boafted,  f  that  he  was  the  engine 
of  God’s  wrath,  for  the  punifhment 
of  the  people  of  the  Carnatic 
and  thofe  whom  his  fword  fpared, 
were  carried  off  prifoners  to  My- 
fore.  The  boys  were  made  Muf- 
fulmans,  formed  into  battalions, 
and  difciplined  by  the  Englilh  pri¬ 
foners,  who  were  not  only  com¬ 
pelled  to  do  this  hateful  fervice, 
but  many  of  them  were  alfo  cir- 
cumcifed,  and  every  means  ufed  to 
make  them  embrace  the  Moham¬ 
medan  religion.  The  girls  were 
either  married  to  the  young  fol- 
diers,  or  diftributed  as  haves.” 

Elated  by  fuccefs,  at  the  clofe 
of  1781,  he  at  once  befieged  Vel¬ 
lore,  Wandewalh,  Permaeoil,  and 
Chingleput  ;  but  he  was  now  to 
encounter  a  more  aCtive  and  fkilful 
enemy  than  had  yet  been  oppofed 
to  him.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  affumed 
the  command  of  the  Britifh  army. 
Hyder  feems  to  have  been  palhed 
by  dread  of  his  new  antagonifl’s 
talents ;  for  he  raifed  all  the  fieges, 
retired  to  a  confide rable  diftance, 
and  unaccountably  remained  almoft 
without  making  a  movement  for 
feveral  months.  At  length,  to  give 
Tippoo  Saib  an  opportunity  ol  re¬ 
in  veiling  Vellore,  he  marched  to 
the  fouthward.  He  was  followed 
by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  completely 
defeated  in  the  battle  of  Porto 
Novo,  which  was  fought  on  the 
ill  of  July.  The  fiege  of  Vellore 
was  confequently  once  more  aban¬ 
doned.  Two  fubfequent  attempts 
were  made  to  reduce  the  place  by 
famine  ;  but  they  failed,  almoft  at 
the  moment  when  it  feemed  certain 
that  they  would  attain  their  pur- 

pofe. 
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pole.  In  a  fecond  and  third  bat- 
tie,  at  Perimbacum  and  Sholingur, 
on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  and  the 
27  th  of  September,  he  fuftained 
two  fevere  defeats  ;  but,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  defedive  equipment  of 
the  vidorious  army  did  not  permit 
it  to  purfue  with  vigour  the  van-  „ 
quifhed  /enemy.  Tripafore  and 
Chitore  were,  however,  recovered, 
and  the  Polygar  chiefs  were  induced 
to  abandon  the  caufe  of  Hyder. 

The  year  1782  opened  inaufpi- 
cioully  for  Hyder.  He  himfelf  was 
routed  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1782;  and,  on 
the  Malabar  coaft,  Major  Abing¬ 
don  deftroyed  the  Myforean  Hi v i- 
lion  which  was  befieging  Telli- 
chery.  For  thefe  untoward  events 
he  was,  however,  confoled,  by  the 
annihilation  of  Colonel  Braith- 
wait’s  detachment,  near  the  Cdle- 
roon,  which  was  accomplilhed  by 
a  force  of  ten  times  its  flrength, 
under  the  command  of  Tippoo. 
The  conteft  was  continued  for  three 
days,  and  though  Tippoo  was  vic¬ 
torious,  the  honours  due  to  bravery 
and  talent  were  all  on  the  fide  of 
his  conquered  antagonift.  This 
vidory,  however,  and  the  jundion 
of  a  confiderable  body  of  French 
troops  from  Europe,  re-animated 
♦  the  drooping  courage  of  Hyder. 
He  reduced  Cuddalore  and  Perma- 
coil,  and  invefted  Wandewalh.  At 
the  approach  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  he 
retired  from  before  the  latter  place, 
and  took  up  a  ftrong.  pofition  on 
the  Red  Hills.  To  draw  him 
thence,  the  Britifh  general  marched 
againft  the  Myforean  magazine  at 
Arnee.  To  fave  a  place  which 
contained  all  his  refources,  Hyder 
reludantly,  on  the  2d  of  June, 
gave  battle  to  the  Britifh.  The 
refult  was  his  total  defeat  ;  but 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Se 
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want  of  cavalry  unluckily  pre¬ 
vented  the  vidors  from  rendering 
their  fuccefs  decifive. 

The  ftar  of  the  Myforean  ufurper 
now  began  to  decline.  Peace  was 
concluded  between  the  Englifli  and 
the  Mahrattas ;  and  his  Malabar 
provinces,  which  reludantly  bore 
his  yoke,  were  invaded  by  a  BrL 
tifh  detachment.  To  cover  his 
own  dominions,  he  found  it  requi- 
fite  to  detach  Tippoo  with  a  con¬ 
fiderable  army.  He  had  long  la¬ 
boured  under  the  painful  complaint 
of  lirangury,  and  his  bodily  pain 
was  aggravated  by  the  anguifh  of 
his  mind,  arifing  from  the  failure 
of  his  plans.  On  the  6th  of  De¬ 
cember  1782,  he  expired  at  Arcot, 
aged  fixty  years,  whence  his  body 
was  removed  to  Seringapatam,  and 
magnificently  buried  in  the  garden 
called  Lol  I3aug« 

u  Hyder  Aly  Khan  was  doubt- 
lefs  one  of  the  greateft  characters 
Afia  has  produced  ;  and  if  his  fuc¬ 
cefs  cannot  be  compated  with  that 
of  Tamerlane  or  Nadir  Shah,  it 
muft  be  attributed  more  to  the 
competitors  with  whom  he  had  to 
contend,  than  to  any  want  of  abi¬ 
lity  on  his  part.  Without  the 
advantages  of  education,  he  ac¬ 
quired  an  extenfive  knowledge  of 
the  fciences  of  war  and  of  politics, 
and,  by  his  fuperior  talents,  raifed 
himfelf  from  a  private  ftation  to 
the  fovereignty  of  a  powerful  king¬ 
dom.  He  adminiflered  juftice  with 
impartiality,  and  gave  great  encou¬ 
ragement  to  agriculture  and  to 
commerce.  He  was  indulgent  to 
his  fubjeds,  but  find  in  the  dis¬ 
cipline  of  his  army  ;  fevere  in  pu¬ 
nching  offenders,  and  cruel  to  his 
enemies.  His  mind  was  latterly 
tindured  with  fuperftition  ;  and  he 
is  accufed  by  the  Mohammedans, 
RiEs.  [3  X]  not 
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not  only  of  putting  great  faith  in 
adrologers,  but  alfo  of  reverencing 
the  Hindoo  deities. 

fC  At  the  period  of  Hyder’s  de- 
ceafe,  his  dominions,  exclufive  of 
his  conqueds  in  the  Carnatic,  com¬ 
prehended  nearly  80,000  fquare 
miles.  His  territorial  revenues 
amounted  to  two  krore  of  rupees, 
or  about  two  millions  derling ; 
and,  notwithstanding  his  army  con- 
fifted  of  at  lead  150,000  men,  his 
treafury  contained  feveral  millions 
in  bullion  and  fpecie.” 

Tippoo  Sultan,  as  we  have  be¬ 
fore  dated,  was  born  in  I749. 
The  name  of  Tipu  was  given  to 
him  by  the  diredions  of  a  pir,  or 
faint,  whom  his  mother  confulted, 
and  who  predicted  that  he  would 
become  a  powerful  monarch. — 
Tippoo  was  carefully  educated, 
was  early  taught  the  fcience  of 
ladies,  and  initiated  in  the  mar¬ 
tial  exercifes  of  riding,  {hooting, 
and  fencing.  But  nature  had 
not  been  bountiful  to  him  in  un- 
derdanding  ;  and,  although  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  tade  for  reading,  and  a 
fmattering  in  fome  of  the  fciences, 
he  was  not  well  verfed  in  any  of 
them.” 

From  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was 
entruded  with  the  command  of  a 
divilion  of  troops ;  and  he  was  con- 
dantly  employed  during  the  drug¬ 
gies  of  his  father  againd  the  Mah- 
rattas.  In  the  defeat  of  Colonel 
Baillie  he  took  a  prominent  parr, 
and  received  much  applaufe  from 
Hyder,  who,  from  that  period,  is 
faid  to  have  looked  upon  his  fon  as 
one  of  his  mod  able  generals.  The 
difeomfiture  of  Colonel  Braithwaite 
encreafed  his  reputation.  On  that 
occafion,  he  is  afferted  (i  to  have 
manifeded  his  naturally  cruel  dif- 
pofition  5  and  that,  had  it  not  been 


for  the  interference  of  M.  Lally* 
and  other  French  gentlemen,  he 
would  not  have  left  a  fingle  man 
of  the  Britidi  detachment  alive.” 
His  condud  to  his  prifoners  was 
marked  by  the  mod  fhameful  want 
of  all  humane  feelings. 

On  the  Malabar  coad,  whither, 
as  we  have  feen,  he  was  difpatched 
by  his  father,  he  did  nothing  that 
could  add  to  his  fame.  His  fupe- 
riority  of  force  flopped,  indeed, 
the  advance  of  the  invaders ;  but 
he  was  unable  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  Colonel  Humberdone,  and  in  an 
attack  upon  the  camp  of  Colonel 
Macleod,  he  was  driven  back  with 
difgrace,  and  fome  lofs  of  men. 
Having  received  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Hyder,  he  broke  up  his 
camp,  and  hadened  to  Seringapa- 
tarn,  where,  at  the  clofe  of  1782, 
he  mounted  the  throne. 

After  having  buried  his  father, 
and  fet  the  government  in  order, 
Tippoo  returned  to  Arcot,  to  head 
his  army.  But  he  was  foon  called, 
by  a  preffing  danger,  to  another 
quarter.  The  progrefs  of  General 
Matthews,  in  the  Bednore  country, 
rendered  it  neceffary  for  the  My- 
forean  to  concentrate  his  forces  ; 
and,  by  the  end  of  March,  1783, 
the  Carnatic  was  freed  from  thofe 
who  had  fo  long  been  its  fcourge. 
This  beneficial  effedf  refulted,  at 
lead,  from  the  enterprize  of  Mat¬ 
thews,  which  terminated  fo  fa¬ 
tally  for  himfelf  and  his  army. 
With  600  Europeans  and  1600 
Sepoys,  he  madly  gave  battle,  in 
the  open  field,  to  the  army  of 
Tippoo,  which  confided  of  nearly 
100,000  men;  he  was  defeated, 
and  compelled  to  take  fhelter  in 
the  citadel  of  Bednore  ;  his  retreat 
was  rendered  impra&icable  by  the 
feizure  of  the  paffes  in  the  Ghauts, 

and, 
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and,  after  a  defence  of  feventeen 
days,  he  was  compelled  to  furren- 
der.  The  articles  of  capitulation 
were  violated ;  he  and  feveral  of 
his  officers  were  murdered,  and  the 
prifoners  loaded  with  irons  and  in¬ 
humanly  treated. 

The  road  to  the  coaft  being 
now  open,  Tippoo  befieged  Man¬ 
galore,  which,  as  it  was  his  prin¬ 
cipal  fea-port,  he  was  anxious  to 
recover.  The  chief  labour  fell 
upon  the  French  auxiliaries,  who 
had  fo  far  ruined  the  works,  that 
the  affault  was  on  the  point  of 
being  made,  when  the  arrival  of 
the  news  of  peace  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  France  induced  their 
leader,  M.  de  Buffy,  to  decline 
the  profecution  of  hoftilities.  It 
was  in  vain  that  Tippoo  endea¬ 
voured  to  (hake  his  refolution,  and 
they  feparated  with  mutual  dif- 
guft  ;  he  at  their  defertion  of  him, 
and  they  at  his  want  of  courtefy 
and  want  of  liberality.  The  fiege 
was  converted  into  a  blockade, 
which  continued  till  the  fignature 
of  a  treaty  between  Tippoo  and 
the  Britifh,  in  March  1784.  This 

war.  fo  menacing  in  its  outlet  to 
the  Britifh  power,  and  fo  deftruc- 
tive  in  its  progrefs  to  the  wretch¬ 
ed  natives  of  fouthern  Hindoftan, 
ended,  as  many  others  have  done, 
by  a  reciprocal  reftitution  of  con* 
quells,  and  liberation  of  prifoners. 
The  latter  claufe  of  the  treaty 

was,  however,  unfaithfully  per¬ 
formed  by  the  tyrant  of  My  fore. 

He  next  turned  his  arms  againft 
the  Mahrattas,  and,  before  the 
clofe  of  1784,  extorted  from  them 
various  valuable  conceffions.  The 
next  year  he  feized  upon  the  dif- 
tridl  of  Adoni,  and  the  remaining 
territories  of  the  nabobs  of  Car- 
noul  and  Kuddepah. 
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On  the  conclulion  of  peace  with 
the  Mahrattas,  he  mounted  the 
throne,  alfumed  the  title  of  Sultan, 
and  thus  threw  off  all  dependence 
on,  or  allegiance  to,  the  captive 
raja,  or  the  Great  Mogul. 

(i  The  year  1786  appears  tohave 
been  occupied  by  the  fultan  in  in¬ 
ternal  regulations  ;  infpedlion  of 
his  forts,  and  examination  of  his 
treafures  and  llores.  Soon  after 
his  return  to  Seringapatam,  he 
ordered  an  inventory  to  be  made 
of  his  property  of  every  kind. 
The  treafure,  jewels,  and  other 
valuable  articles,  were  ellimated 
at  eighty  millions  lierling.  He 
had  alfo  700  elephants,  6000  ca¬ 
mels,  11,000  horfes,  400,000  bul¬ 
locks  and  cows,  100,000  buffa¬ 
loes,  600,000  Iheep,  300,000 
firelocks,  300,000  matchlocks, 
200,000  fwords,  and  2000  pieces 
of  cannon  of  various  calibre,  and 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  gunpowder 
and  other  military  {lores.  His 
regular  army  confided  of  19,000 
cavalry,  10,000  artillery,  and 
70,000  infantry.  He  had  befides 
5,000  rocket  men,  and  40,000  ir¬ 
regular  infantry.”  He  foon  after 
diminiftied  the  number  of  his  ca¬ 
valry,  and  increafed  that  of  his 
infantry ;  adopted  Perfian  and 
Tartar  words  of  command ;  in¬ 
troduced  new  regulations ;  gave 
new  names  to  the  divifions ;  and 
ordered  provifions  for  100,000 
men,  for  a  year,  to  be  depofited 
in  tthe  granaries  of  Seringapatam, 
and  large  quantities  in  all  his 
other  forts. 

The  years  1787  and  1788  were 
devoted  to  a  war  againft  the  Curg 
Raja,  and  the  Nairs  of  Malabar. 
The  Malabars  were  treated  in  the 
moil  cruel  manner.  Seventy  thou- 
fand  Chriftians  are  faid  to  have 
[3  Z  2]  been 
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been  carried  away,  and  100,000 
Hindoos  forcibly  converted,  by 
circumcifmg  them,  and  compelling 
them  to  eat  beef.  His  zeal  for 
converting  was  not  confined  to  the 
coaft  alone,  but  was  widely  dif- 
played  in  other  quarters.  In  his 
Mahometan  rage,  he  iffued  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  demolition  of  all  the 
Hindoo  temples,  except  two ;  and 
that,  if  poffible,  no  monument  of 
the  former  government  might  re¬ 
main  ;  he  razed  the  ancient  fort 
and  city  of  Myfore.  (i  But,  in 
the  furioufnefs  of  his  wrath,  he 
fpared  not  the  works  of  the  greateft 
public  utility,  and  his  deftruction 
of  the  celebrated  refer  voir  ofYadavi 
Nuddi,  becaufe  it  recorded  the 
wifdorn,  riches,  and  power  of  the 
ancient  Hindu  fovereigns,  was  one 
of  the  moil  malevolent  ideas  that 
ever  entered  the  human  imagina¬ 
tion/*  This  alone  would  indeed 
be  fufficient  to  damp  his  character 
as  a  narrow  minded-barbarian. 

Still  eagerly  defirous  to  fubvert 
the  Britilh  power  in  India,  Tip- 
poo,  in  1784,  refolved  to  fend  an 
embalfy  to  France,  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  the  French 
cabinet,  and  to  prompt  it  to  re¬ 
commence  hoftilities.  Some  ob- 
ilacles,  the  chief  of  which  was 
the  fcanty  allowance  made  by  their 
fovereign,  prevented  the  embafla- 
dors  from  proceeding  further  than 
Conftantinople  ;  and,  accordingly, 
in  1786,  they  returned  home.  In 
1787,  however,  he  fent  another 
and  more  fplendid  embalfy^  with 
valuable  prefen ts,  direift  to  Paris, 
to  folicit  the  co-operation  of  the 
French  againft  the  Englilh,  and 
promife  an  equal  divifion  of  the 
fpoils.  But  the  throne  of  France 
was  now  tottering,  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  magnificently  entertain¬ 


ed,  the  envoys,  were  fent  back 
with  nothing  more  than  aflurances 
of  friendfhip,  and  vague  hopes  of 
affiftance  at  fome  more  propitious 
period.  Irritated  by  this  difap- 
pointment,  Tippoo  would  fcarcely 
deign  to  liften  to  the  report  which 
was  made  by  his  agents  ;  he 
fhortly  after  forbad  them  to  fpeak  of 
France  ;  and  at  laft  ordered  them 
to  be  put  to  death,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  their  having  betrayed  him. 

Yet,  though  he  was  thus  left  to 
carry  on  war  with  his  own  re- 
fources  alone,  he  feems  to  have  de¬ 
termined  on  war  with  the  Engiifb 
at  all  rifks  ;  as, in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  Mangalore,  he  attacked, 
in  1790,  the  dominions  of  the 
Rajah  of  Travancore,  who  was 
one  of  the  allies  of  the  Britifh. 
The  purchafe  of  the  forts  of  Cran- 
ganore  and  Tyacotta  from  the 
Dutch,  by  the  rajah,  was  the  pre¬ 
text  for  his  attack  ;  he  falfely 
affirming  that  the  forts  belonged 
of  right  to  the  kingdom  of  My¬ 
fore.  He  forced  the  lines  of  Tra¬ 
vancore,  captured  the  two  forts 
and  feveral  others,  and  laid  wafte 
the  country  with  fire  and  fword. 

This  ftep  was  ultimately  the 
caufe  of  his  fall,  and  of  the  fub- 
verfion  of  his  empire.  It  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  declaration  of  war  by 
the  Englifh,  who  immediately 
forwarded  fuccours  to  the  rajah  ; 
ordered  the  Madras  and  Bombay 
armies  to  take  the  field,  and  ne¬ 
gotiated  an  alliance,  offenfive  and 
defenfive,  with  the  Mahrattas  and 
the  Nizam ;  “  both  of  whom,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  reftlefs  ambition  of 
Tippoo,  eagerly  embraced  the  al¬ 
liance,  and  promifed  a  zealous  co¬ 
operation  of  all  their  forces/* 

Alarmed  at  the  profpeft  of  fo 
extenfive  a  confederacy  againft 

him, 
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him,  he  withdrew  his  army  from 
Travancore,  and  requefted  permif- 
iion  to  fend  an  ambaffador  to  Ma- 
dras  to  explain  his  late  conduft. 
General  Meadows,  to  whom  he 
applied,  laconically  reje&ed  his 
overtures,  and  upbraided  him  for 
having  attacked  an  ally  of  the 
Englifh,  and  for  his  perfidy  in  not 
having  releafed  all  the  Englifh. 
prifoners.  The  die  was  now  call, 
and  Tippoo  was  compelled  to  Hand 
the  hazard  of  the  game. 

In  June,  1790,  Meadows  mov¬ 
ed  from  Tritchinopoly,  and  cap¬ 
tured  Carur,  Daraporam,  and 
Coimbatoor,  without  refinance, 
while  a  detachment,  under  Colonel 
Stewart,  reduced  Dindigul  and 
Paligautchery.  In  two  attempts 
upon  portions  of  the  invading  ar¬ 
my  Tippoo  was  unfuccefsful.  He 
firfl:  vainly  endeavoured  to  cut  off 
the  detachment  of  Colonel  Floyd, 
and  next  failed  in  preventing  the 
jun&ion  of  the  two  armies  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Meadows  and  Colonel  Max- 
well.  The  latter  held  him  at  bay 
for  three  days,  and  the  approach  of 
Meadows  compelled  the  fultan  to 
retreat.  To  fave  his  own  terri¬ 
tories,  Tippoo  now  refolved  to 
make  a  bold  irruption  into  the 
Carnatic,  and  this  objeft  he  ac- 
complifhed  with  confiderable  fkill. 
He  began  by  marching  againfi: 
Tritchinopoly,  but  the  Coleroon 
being  too  much  fwelled  to  admit 
of  his  palling  it,  he  rapidly  wheel¬ 
ed  to  the  left,  broke  into  the 
centre  of  the  Carnatic,  deftroyed 
all  the  towns  and  villages  in  his 
way,  plundered  the  inhabitants, 
amprifoned  the  Brahmins,  and  de¬ 
filed  the  temples.  Having  fruit- 
lefsly  befieged  Thiagar  for  four¬ 
teen  days,  and  moved  towards 
Pondicherry,  in  the  hope  of  ob- 
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tabling  afliftance,  he  clofed  his 
campaign  by  the  capture  of  the 
fort  of  Permacoil,  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  place.  This  campaign  was 
certainly  in  his  favour.  He  fuf- 
tained  little  lofs,  he  faved  his  own 
Hates,  and  he  made  the  territories 
of  his  enemy  fuffer  from  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war. 

The  fcene,  however,  quickly 
changed.  In  1791,  the  Nizam 
and  the  Mahrattas  took  the  field ; 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  bringing 
with  him  large  fupplies  of  men  and 
money  from  Bengal,  arrived  and 
affumed  the  command  of  the  army. 
Deceiving  Tippoo  as  to  his  line  of 
operations,  his  lordfhip  feized  the 
Mugley  pafs,  reduced  Colar  and 
Oufcotta,  and  fat  down  before 
Bangalore.  The  fultan  haflened  to 
cover  Bangalore  with  his  array, 
and  attempted  to  bring  the  Britifii 
to  a&ion ;  but  he  was  foiled  in 
all  his  efforts.  The  town  was 
taken  by  affault  on  the  7th  of 
March,  and  the  fort  on  the  21ft, 
and  thus  a  firm  footing  was  ob¬ 
tained  above  the  Ghauts.  The 
fultan  next  tried  to  open  a  negoti¬ 
ation  ;  he  was  unfavourably  an- 
fwered  ;  and,  fearing  for  his  ca¬ 
pital,  he  departed  to  provide  for 
its  defence,  leaving  his  troops  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  one  of  his 
generals.  In  the  middle  of  April, 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  joined  by 
15,000  of  the  Nizarrfs  cavalry, 
and  on  the  15  th  of  May  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  army  of  Tippoo,  in  a 
ftrong  pofition  on  the  north  of  the 
Cavery,  and  compelled  it  to  re¬ 
treat  under  the  guns  of  Seringapa- 
tam,  which  his  lordihip  propofed 
to  inveiL 

From  this  imminent  clanger 
Tippoo  was,  however,  fortunate 
enough  to  efcape.  The  rains  fet 
[3  ^  3]  in. 
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in,  and  the  rivers  were  fo  fwollen, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  form  a 
junftion  with  the  Bombay  army, 
which  had  advanced  to  Periapa- 
tam.  On  the  other  hand,  no  in¬ 
telligence  could  be  obtained  of 
the  approach  of  the  Mahrattas ; 
the  Myforeans  had  fo  completely 
fwept  the  country,  that  fcarcely 
a  blade  of  grafs  could  be  found ; 
his  light  troops  were  fo  >  vigi¬ 
lant,  that  not  a  bullock  load  of 
grain  could  reach  the  camp;  the 
JBritifh  cavalry  were  half  dif. 
mounted  ;  and  their  cattle  were 
daily  dying  by  hundreds.  Lord 
Cornwallis  had,  therefore,  no  al¬ 
ternative  but  to  deftroy  his  batter¬ 
ing  train,  throw  his  fhot  and  fhells 
into  the  river,  and  fall  back  on 
Bangalore.  Orders  were  at  the 
fame  time  fent  to  General  Aber- 
cromby,  who  commanded  the  Ma¬ 
dras  army,  to  return  to  Malabar. 
As  he,  too,  had  but  few  cattle, 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  bat¬ 
tering  train,  and  moft  of  his  am¬ 
munition.  He  was  alfo  much  ha- 
raffed  in  his  retreat.  c<  The  gun¬ 
powder  having  been  all  lodged  in 
a  celebrated  Hindu  temple  in  Pe- 
riapatam,  was,  by  order  of  the 
fultan,  fet  fire  to,  which  not  only 
deftroyed  the  temple,  but  great 
part  of  the  town.  Whether  this 
extraordinary  mode  of  difpofing  of 
the  powder  was  to  evince  his  hav¬ 
ing  abundance  of  military  {lores, 
or  to  gratify  his  malice  againft 
idolaters,  it  was,  doubtlefs,  an 
adt  of  egregious  folly. ** 

The  unexpected  arrival  of  the 
Mahratta  army  reftored  plenty  to 
the  Englifh  camp.  Aware  of  their 
approach,  Tippoo  had  already  at¬ 
tempted  to  negotiate  with  Lord 
Cornwallis ;  but  his  overtures  had 
been  coldly  received.  As  it  was 


impoffible  to  replace  the  battering 
train  and  {lores  in  time  to  beliege 
the  capital,  Lord  Cornwallis  turn¬ 
ed  his  arms  to  another  quarter. 
At  Bangalore  the  allies  feparated, 
to  carry  on  their  operations  in  dif¬ 
ferent  di drifts.  Before  the  clofe 
of  the  year  Lord  Cornwallis  made 
himfelf  matter  of  all  the  forts  and 
country  between  Bangalore  and 
the  Cavery,  and  thus  firmly  efta- 
blifhed  himfelf  on  that  fide.  Some 
of  the  forts  were  fuppofed  to  be 
impregnable ;  yet  Saverndroog, 
called,  from  its  unhealthy  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  the  Rock  of  Death,  and 
fortified  by  nature  and  art,  was 
{formed  without  the  lofs  of  a  man, 
after  a  fiege  of  eleven  days ;  and 
Outradurg,  the  next  in  point  of 
ftrength,  was  taken  by  affault  with 
Hill  lefs  difficulty.  The  only  re¬ 
venge  which  he  obtained  was  in  the 
capture  of  Coimbatoor,  where 
Lieutenant  Chalmers  was  taken 
prifoner,  with  a  battalion  of  Se¬ 
poys  and  a  thoufand  irregulars. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  Mahrattas 
captured  fome  fmall  forts,  and, 
aided  by  an  Englilh  detachment, 
completely  defeated  a  Myforean 
army  on  the  frontier  of  Bednore, 
and  compelled  Simoga  to  open  its 
gates.  The  Nizam  was  the  leaft 
aftive  of  all  the  allies.  In  Augutt 
and  December  Tippoo  repeated  his 
propofal  to  treat,  but  with  no 
better  fortune  than  on  the  former 
occafion.  Nor  was  he  more  happy 
in  an  attempt  to  draw  off  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  invading  forces,  by  an 
incurfion  into  the  province  of  the 
Carnatic. 

The  campaign  of  1792  was  de- 
cifive.  Having  colleftedimmenfe 
fupplies,  Lord  Cornwallis  marched 
towards  Seringapatam,  and  en¬ 
camped  in  fight  of  that  place  on 
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die  5th  of  February.  With  45,000 
infantry,  5000  cavalry  and  100 
pieces  of  cannon,  Tippoo  occupied 
a  formidable  pofition  in  front  of 
the  place.  On  the  night  of  the 
9th  of  February,  8,700  Britifh 
infantry,  in  three  columns,  at¬ 
tacked  his  pofition,  carried  all  his 
redoubts,  drove  him  over  the 
river,  with  the  lofs  of  all  his  can¬ 
non,  fecured  the  ford,  and  even 
occupied  the  eaftern  end  of  the 
ifiand  on  which  the  city  Hands. 
Well  knowing  the  danger  of  fuf- 
fering  the  Englifh  to  retain  thefe 
polls,  he  made  feveral  ineffectual 
efforts  for  the  purpofe  of  recover¬ 
ing  them.  His  troops  were  now 
difpirited,  and  began  to  defert  in 
great  numbers,  and  even  the  French 
in  his  fervice  quitted  him,  and 
gave  themfelves  up  to  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis.  The  Englifh  batteries 
were  now  ere&ed  in  the  Loi  Baug, 
of  which  the  cyprefs,  and  other 
beautiful  trees,  were  cut  down  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  fafcines, 
while  the  palaces  and  cloifters  were 
converted  into  hofpitals  for  the 
lick  and  wounded.  This  havoc 
drove  Tippoo  almoft  to  madnefs, 
and  he  vented  his  fpleen  by  a  fu¬ 
rious,  but  ineffectual,  cannonade. 

When,  however,  the  fultan  came 
to  refleCt  on  his  fituation,  he  faw 
no  hope  but  in  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace.  Lieutenants  Chalmers  and 
Nalh,  who  had  been  taken  at 
Coimbatoor,were,  therefore,  called 
before  him,  and  charged  with  a 
propofal  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  In 
this  interview,  he  was  plainly 
dreffed,  and  appeared  to  be  much 
deje&ed.  But,  while  the  negoti¬ 
ation  was  in  fufpenfe,  he  did  not 
flacken  his  military  operations.  A 
party  of  his  cavalry  endeavoured 
to  penetrate  to  the  tent  of  Lord 


Cornwallis,  in  order  to  kill  or 
feize  him ;  and  he  himfelf  ft  rug- 
gled  hard,  in  two  attacks,  to  im¬ 
pede  the  progrefs  of  the  befiegers. 
At  length,  the  batteries  being 
nearly  ready,  and  the  Mahratta 
army  at  hand,  (( the  haughty  mind 
of  the  imperious  fultan  was  hum¬ 
bled,  and  he  agreed  to  cede  to  the 
allies  one  half  of  his  dominions, 
the  annual  revenues  of  which  were 
worth  ninety  lacks  of  rupees 
(900,000/.) ;  to  pay  them,  in  the 
courfe  of  twelve  months,  the  fum 
of  three  krore  and  thirty  lacs  of 
rupees  (3,080,000/.);  to  reftore 
all  prifoners,  taken  either  by  him¬ 
felf  or  his  father  ;  and  to  deliver 
up  two  of  his  fons,  as  hoftages  for 
the  due  performance  of  the  trea¬ 
ty 

Though  he  had  agreed  to  the 
terms,  given  up  the  two  princes, 
and  paid  a  krore  of  rupees,  he  ftill 
procraftinated,  by  every  art,  the 
fignature  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
and  even  continued  to  repair  his 
ramparts,  and  ere  Cl  new  works  in 
the  interior  of  the  fort.  The 
latter  proceeding  being  remon- 
ft rated  againft,  he  haughtily  re¬ 
plied,  that  u  his  lordftiip  was 
mifinformed  ;  but,  if  it  would  af¬ 
ford  him  any  fatisfadlion,  he  would 
diredl  one  of  the  baftions  to  be 
thrown  down,  that  the  Englilh 
engineers  might  furvey  Seringa - 
patam  to  advantage.5’  He  was 
alfo  irritated  almoft  to  madnefs  by 
the  Britiih  infilling  upon  the  cef- 
fion  of  the  Curg  diftriCt,  the  raja 
of  which  he  had  refolved  to  pu» 
nifti,  for  the  afliftance  which  he 
had  lent  them.  He  vowed  that 
he  would  rather  fet  fire  to  his  ca¬ 
pital,  and  perilh  with  his  family 
in  the  flames,  than  comply  with 
this  demand ;  and  he  aCtually 
[3  z  4]  made 
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made  known  this  refolution  to  the 
Britifh  commander.  Hofbiii  ties 
were,  in  confequence,  on  the  point 
of  recommencing  ;  but  the  prayers 
of  the  hoftages  averted  this  dan¬ 
ger  ;  and  Tippoo  at  lad  reluctantly 
figned  the  definitive  treaty.  Even 
at  this  moment,  his  indignant 
fpirit  broke  out  againd  the  Mah- 
rattas,  who  had  perfevered  all  this 
time  in  ravaging  the  country,  and 
he  requeued  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
((  would  either  order  them  to  re- 
crofs  the  river,  or  permit  him  to 
march  out  of  the  fort,  and  punifh 
them  with  his  own  troops.” 

When  the  budle  of  war  was 
over,  he  funk  for  a  while  into  a 
dare  of  dejeCiion,  in  which  he  re- 
fufed  to  admit  any  one  to  his  pre¬ 
fence.  Recovering  from  this  tor¬ 
por,  his  firfb  care  was  to  fill  up  the 
gap  which  had  been  made  in  his 
financial  and  military  refources. 
Orders  were  iffued  for  raifing  three 
krore  of  rupees,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  faxes,  upon  ,the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  fubjeCts ;  and  this  was 
done  in  fuch  an  opprefiive  manner, 
that  more  than  three  times  the 
fum  was  extorted  from  the  unfor- 
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tunate  fufferers.  The  army  was 
recruited  to  its  former  amount, 
though  half  his  kingdom  was  gone  ; 
and  the  only  reduction  which  he 
made  was  in  the  difmantling  of 
fome  forts,  whofe  eafy  furrender 
had  excited  his  wrath.  The  forti¬ 
fications  of  Bangalore  were  level¬ 
led  with  the  ground,  becaufe  that 
place  had  been  the  grand  magazine 
of  the  Britifh  invaders. 

Revenge  being  the  predominant 
feeling  in  his  bread,  he  next 
looked  round  the  wide  extent  of 
Hindoftan  and  the  neighbouring 
countries,  in  fearch  of  allies.  From 
the  mountains  of  Nepal  to  the 


provinces  of  Perfia  on  the  one  fide, 
to  the  coaft  of  Coromondel  and 
the  banks  of  the  Godavery  on  the 
other,  there  was  no  chief  whom 
he  did  not  endeavour  to  roufe  to 
arms,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the 
Indo-Britifh  empire.  Some  of 
them  feem  to  have  lidened  with 
no  unfavourable  ear.  Among  thefe 
was  Zemaun  Shah,  the  king  of 
the  Afghans,  or  Abdallies,  who, 
in  r 797?  attempted  to  force  his 
way  to  Delhi,  in  purfuance,  it  is 
fuppofed,  of  a  plan  fuggeded  by 
Tippoo,  but  who  was  compelled 
to  retreat  by  the  drenuous  oppofi- 
tion  of  the  Seik  Chiefs.  Such  was 
the  difbruft  of  Tippoo’s  intentions, 
which  at  this  period  was  felt  by 
our  government  in  India,  that  the 
Madras  army  was  called  into  the 
field,  and  an  expedition  againd  the 
Spanifh  ifiands  was  laid  afide. 

But  it  was  on  European  aflid- 
ance  that  he  placed  his  main  reli¬ 
ance,  and  his  efforts  to  obtain  it 
were  the  caufe  of  his  ruin.  In 
the  month  of  June,  1798,  Lord 
Mornino-ton  was  informed  of  the 

O 

fultan  having  difpatched  envoys  to 
the  Mauritius,  “  to  renew  his  con¬ 
nection  with  France,  and  to  folicit 
the  aid  of  10,000  European  and 
30,000  negro  troops.5’  It  was 
impoffible,  confident  with  honour 
or  fafeiy,  to  pafs  over  this  conduCt 
in  filence.  Having  previoufly  lue- 
ceeded  in  rooting  out  the  Myfo- 
rean  and  French  party  at  the  court 
of  Hyderabad,  and  concluded  a 
treaty  with  that  court,  the  gover¬ 
nor-general,  who  wifhed,  it  pof- 
fible,  to  arrange  amicably  the  fub¬ 
jeCts  of  difpute,  add  reded  feveral 
letters  to  the  fultan,  moderate  in 
their  language,  but  giving  him 
clearly  to  underdand  that  all  his 
recent  intrigues  were  perfectly 

known ; 
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known ;  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
poling  that  an  envoy  fhould  be 
fent  to  Seringapatam  to  effed  a 
friendly  fet dement.  The  a-nfwers 
of  Tippoo  were  full  of  prevarica¬ 
tion  ;  the  propofal  was  evaded ; 
and  Lord  Mornington  received  in¬ 
formation  of  the  landing  of  the 
French  in  Egypt,  and  that  the 
My  fore  fovereign  had  fent  another 
ambalTador  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Britilh  forces  were, 
therefore,  put  in  motion. 

The  fultan,  meanwhile,  found 
himfelf  thrown,  by  his  impru¬ 
dence,  into  an  embarraffing  fitua- 
tion.  His  armies  were  diminifhed 
in  numbers,  and  had  fallen  off  in 
their  difcipline  ;  his  finances  were 
difordered ;  his  councils  were  di- 
vided ;  he  had  failed  in  his  in¬ 
trigues  at  Hyderabad ;  and  Ze- 
maun  Shah  had  been  again  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire  to  his  own  domi¬ 
nions.  Tippoo,  however,  fedu- 
loully  llrove  to  obtain  fuccour,  by 
fending  emiffaries  to  Kabul,  to 
Poonah,  to  Perfia,  and  to  other 
quarters.  But  fear,  or  weaknefs, 
or  hatred,  kept  all  the  powers  in. 
adive,  and  he  was  left  to  his  fate. 

While  on  the  eaft  the  grand  ar¬ 
my,  under  General  Harris,  and 
the  nizam’s  troops,  the  whole  con¬ 
fiding  of  37,000  men,  advanced 
from  Ryacotta  towards  Bangalore, 
on  the  weft  the  Bombay  army,  of 
7000  men,  led  by  General  Stuart, 
took  poll  in  the  Coorg  country, 
at  the  head  of  the  Sedapore  and 
Sedafeer  paffes,  and  thus  threaten¬ 
ed  Seringapatam  at  a  fmall  dis¬ 
tance.  Hoping  to  fall  upon  this 
army  unexpectedly,  the  fultan 
broke  up  from  Madoor,  with 
j2,ooo  men,  and  fuddenly  attack¬ 
ed,  and  even  furrounded,  the  Bri- 
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tifh  advanced  guard,  at  the  head 
of  which  wras  Lieutenant-colonel 
Montrefor.  He  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  have  deftroyed  this  divifion, 
had  not  General  Stuart  hurried 
forward  a  detachment  of  Euro¬ 
peans  to  difengage  it.  The  fultan 
retired  to  Seringapatam,  refted  his 
troops  four  days,  and  then  marched 
to  meet  the  army  under  General 
Harris. 

As  the  great  army  moved  for¬ 
ward,  the  cavalry  of  Tippoo  burnt 
the  forage  and  deftroyed  the  vil¬ 
lages,  together  with  the  Pettah  of 
Bangalore.  By  turning  to  the 
fouth-weft,  however,  arid  taking 
the  rout  of  Cancanelly  and  Sultan 
Pettah,  General  Harris  fruftrated 
the  defigns  of  the  Myforeans,  and 
paffed  through  a  country,  which, 
as  the  enemy  had  not  imagined 
that  it  would  be  the  feat  of  war, 
had  not  been  laid  wafte.  Unwifely 
quitting  his  excellent  pofition  on 
the  banks  of  the  Madoor,  Tippoo 
encamped  at  Malavelly,  which 
poll:  he  abandoned  with  the  lofs  of 
a  thoufand  men,  on  his  being  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Britifn.  Inftead,  as 
had  been  expected,  of  moving  by 
Arakery,  and  occupying  the  former 
pofition  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  on 
the  northern  bank  of  the  river, 
General  Harris  marched  to  So- 
felly,  and  croffed  to  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  Cavery,  in  which 
quarter  the  forage  and  grain  had 
not  been  deftroyed.  On  the  fifth 
of  April,  his  army  took  up  its 
ground  oppofite  the  weft  face  of 
Seringapatam,  at  a  diftance  of  not 
more  than  3500  yards,  and  on  the 
next  day  the  enemy  were  dillodged 
from  an  aquedud  and  fome  other 
polls.  On  the  other  fides  the  for- 
trefs  had  been  materially  (Length¬ 
ened 
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ened  fince  the  liege  in  1792;  this 
fide  alone  remained  in  its  original 
date* 

As  Toon  as  Tippoo  perceived  the 
intention  of  the  Britilh,  he  ordered 
two  intrenchments  to  be  thrown 
up  on  the  weftern  front  of  the  for. 
trefs,  in  one  of  which  he  encamped 
a  divilion  of  his  infantry.  General 
Floyd  having  been  fent  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  to  join  the  Bombay  ar¬ 
my,  Tippoo  difpatched  the  whole 
of  his  cavalry  to  prevent  the  junc¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  failed  in  its  attempt. 
The  Bombay  army  arrived  in 
fafety,  and  was  ordered  to  poll  it- 
felf  on  the  northern  bank  of  the 
river.  A  corps  of  6000  Myfo- 
reans  affaulted  its  pofition,  on  the 
night  of  the  2 id,  but  was  driven 
back  with  heavy  lofs.  On  the 
preceding  day  one  of  the  en¬ 
trenchments  newly  raifed  on  the 
fouth  weft  of  the  river,  had  been 
carried  by  ftorm. 

Confcious  of  his  perilous  fitua- 
tion,  the  fultan  made  two  attempts 
to  negotiate.  On  the  2  2d  of 
April,  therefore,  a  draft  of  the 
terms,  confiding  of  eleven  articles, 
on  which  the  allies  would  confent 
to  treat,  was  forwarded  to  him. 
The  principal  points  were,  “  that 
the  fultan  ftiould  immediately  dif- 
mifs  all  Europeans  from  his  fer- 
vice;  that  he  ftiould  for  ever  re¬ 
nounce  his  connexion  with  the 
French  nation ;  that  he  ftiould 
cede  one  half  of  his  dominions  to 
the  allies,  and  pay  them  the  fum 
of  two  krore  of  rupees  (two  mil¬ 
lions  fterling),  one  half  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  the  remainder  in  fix 
months ;  that  he  ftiould  immedi¬ 
ately  releafe  all  prifoners,  and  that 
he  ftiould  deliver  up  four  of  his 
fons,  and  four  principal  officers,  as 
hoftages  for  the  due  performance  of 


the  treaty.  Twenty-four  hours 
only  were  allowed  to  the  fultan, 
to  lignify  his  aftent  to,  or  rejec- 
tion  of,  thefe  terms.”  He  offered 
to  fend  two  ambaffadors  to  treat, 
but  he  was  fternly  anfwered,  that 
they  would  not  be  admitted,  un- 
lefs  they  were  accompanied  by  the 
hoftages  and  the  fpecie. 

It  was,  probably,  while  he  was 
labouring  under  the  irritation  ex¬ 
cited  by  this  humiliating  propofal, 
that  he  barbaroufly  ordered  the 
murder  of  thirteen  European  pri¬ 
foners.  “  They  were  taken,  by 
three  or  four  at  a  time,  to  a  fquare 
building  ufed  for  keeping  car¬ 
riages,  where  the  public  gladia¬ 
tors,  or  gymnicks,  were  compelled 
to  exhibit  their  dexterity  in  break¬ 
ing  the  necks  of  the  prifoners : 
the  bodies  were  then  rolled  up  in 
mats,  and  carried  out  of  the  fort 
to  be  buried.’' 

By  the  24th,  the  guns  of  the 
weft  front  were  filenced,  many  of 
the  works  were  falling  to  ruins, 
and  the  fire  of  the  fort  was  re¬ 
duced  to  a  few  guns  on  the  fouth 
face,  and  fome  diftant  cavaliers. 
On  the  night  of  the  26th,  the 
enemy  were  driven  out  of  a  re¬ 
doubt  and  part  of  an  entrench¬ 
ment,  which  they  ftill  held  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  river.  The 
breaching  batteries  were  all  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  ift  of  May,  and  fo 
heavy  was  their  fire,  that  by  the 
evening  of  the  3d  the  breaches 
were  practicable  ;  all  the  fcaling 
ladders,  fafcines,  and  other  mate¬ 
rials  were  provided,  and  “  before 
day-break  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  all  the  troops  deftined  for  the 
affault  were  placed  under  cover, 
ready  to  rufh  on  as  foon  as  the 
fignal  ftiould  be  given.’’ 

The  doling  fcene  we  ftiall  give 

in 
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in  Mr.  Stewart’s  own  words. 
S(  During  the  laft  fortnight  of  the 
liege,  the  ful tan  inhabited  an 
apartment  in  one  of  the  gateways, 
called  Cullaly  Didy,  on  the  north¬ 
ern  rampart,  in  order  to  be  near 
the  place  of  attack :  he  having 
frequently  faid,  (f  that  he  would 
defend  the  fort  to  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity,  and  that,  as  a  man  could 
die  only  once,  it  was  of  little 
confequence  when  the  period  of  his 
exiftence  might  terminate/*  He, 
however,  was  ftrongly  impreffed 
with  an  idea  that  Seringapatam 
could  not  be  taken,  which  idea 
was  fupported  by  his  courtiers, 
who,  if  fenfible  of  the  danger, 
were  afraid  to  tell  him  the  truth, 
and  were  daily  faying  to  him, 
“  that  the  Englifh  would  be 
obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  for  want 
of  provifions,  and  that  their  fhot 
had  produced  little  effeft  on  the 
walls/* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  of  May,  Tippoo  repaired  to 
the  weftern  rampart,  and,  having 
carefully  infpe&ed  the  breach,  per¬ 
ceived  that  his  fituation  was  now 
become  very  critical.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  betray  any  fymptoms 
of  fear,  but  gave  his  orders  to 
Mir  Ghofar,  who  commanded  the 
troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
breach,  with  great  coolnefs  and 
precifion. 

On  the  fultan*s  return  to  his 
apartment,  an  incident  occurred 
which  tended  much  to  deprefs  his 
fpirits,  and  diminifh  the  courage 
of  his  attendants.  A  proceffion  of 
Brahmin  aftrologers  *  now  waited 
on  him,  and  announced,  that  fome 
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dreadful  misfortune  would  befal 
him  on  that  day ,  unlefs  averted  by 
the  prayers  of  the  righteous,  and 
pious  offerings. 

Whether  the  fultan*s  mind  was 
now  depreffed  by  fear,  or  tainted 
by  fuperftition,  he  repaired  to  his 
palace,  and  iffued  orders  for  all 
the  ceremonies  prefcribed  by  the 
Brahmins  to  be  duly  performed, 
and,  having  given  them  feveral 
prefents,  requefted  their  prayers 
for  the  profperity  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  f. 

About  noon,  the  fultan  again 
quitted  his  palace,  without  vifit- 
ing  his  family.  He  was  dreffed 
in  a  light  coloured  jacket,  with 
trowfers  of  fine  chintz,  a  fafh  of 
red  filk,  and  a  rich  turban.  He 
wore  two  embroidered  belts,  in 
one  of  which  was  his  fword,  and 
from  the  other  was  fufpended  a 
cartouche  box.  He  had  alfo  tied 
on  his  right  arm  a  talifman,  com- 
pofed  of  prayers  and  verfes  of  the 
Koran,  enclofed  in  a  filver  cafe. 
On  his  arrival  at  the  Cullaly 
Didy,  the  fultan  received  intelli¬ 
gence,  both  from  his  fpies  and  the 
officers  on  duty,  that,  from  the 
preparations  making  in  camp,  and 
the  number  of  men  feen  in  the 
trenches,  it  was  evident  that  the 
Englifh  would  make  an  attack, 
either  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  or 
at  night.  He  replied,  that  it  was 
improbable  they  would  make  an 
attack  during  the  day,  and  that 
in  the  evening  he  fhould  take  fuch 
precautions  as  would  baffle  every 
attempt  of  his  enemies.  A  fhort 
time  after  this  converfation,  in¬ 
formation  was  brought  to  the  ful- 


*  Hyder  Aly  was  very  fuperllitious,  and  never  commenced  any  undertaking 
without  conlulting  the  Brahmins,  whom  be  liberally  paid.  This  is  the  firft  time  we 
have  heard  of  Tippoo  confulting  them, 
f  Several  of  thei'e  ceremonies  were  reprehenfible  in  an  orthodox  Muffulman. 
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tan,  that  Syed  Ghofar,  who  com¬ 
manded  at  the  breach,  had  been 
killed  by  a  cannon  {hot.  He  was 
a  good  deal  agitated  at  this  intel¬ 
ligence,  and  exclaimed,  <£  Syed 
Ghofar  was  a  brave  man,  and  fear¬ 
ed  not  death  :  he  has  obtained  the 
crown  of  martyrdom. — Let  Mo¬ 
hammed  Cafim  take  charge  of  the 
breach  !” 

It  being  the  hour  of  dinner, 
the  fultan’s  repail  was  ferved  up, 
but,  before  he  had  time  !o  finifh 
it,  he  was  difturbed  by  the  noife 
of  the  attack.  He  inftantly  walked 
his  hands,  buckled  on  his  fword, 
and  ordered  his  fufils  to  be  loaded. 
He  then  haftened  along  the  north¬ 
ern  rampart  towards  the  breach, 
followed  by  a  number  of  fervants, 
carrying  various  arms,  and  attend¬ 
ed  by  feveral  chiefs  with  a  feleft 
guard.  When  the  fultan  had  ar¬ 
rived  within  two  hundred  yards 
of  the  breach,  he  was  met  by  the 
fugitives,  and  perceived  that  the 
head  of  the  Englifh  column  had 
forced  the  breach,  and  mounted 
the  ramparts.  He  endeavoured  to 
ilop  his  flying  troops,  and  having 
taken  poll  behind  one  of  the  tra- 
verfes,  encouraged  his  men,  both 
by  his  voice  and  example,  to  make 
a  determined  Hand.  He  repeatedly 
fired  on  the  aflfailants ;  and  his 
fervants  declare  that  feveral  of  the 
Europeans  fell  by  his  hand.  Not- 
withllanding  thefe  exertions,  when 
the  front  of  the  Englifh  column 
approached  the  place  where  he 
flood,  moft  of  his  attendants  hav¬ 
ing  deferted  him,  the  fultan  was 
obliged  to  retreat.  While  any  of 
his  troops  remained  with  him,  he 
continued  to  difpute  the  ground  ; 
till  having  arrived  at  a  bridge 
leading  to  the  inner  fort,  he 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  endeavour¬ 


ed  to  enter  the  town ;  but  on  his 
arrival  at  the  gate,  the  paffage 
was  fo  much  crowded  with  fugi¬ 
tives,  that  he  could  not  make  his 
way  through  them.  Whilft  in  this 
fituation,  a  party  of  his  purfuers 
fired  into  the  gateway,  and  wound¬ 
ed  the  fultan  in  the  left  breaft. 
He,  however,  attempted  to  pufh 
on,  but  was  flopped  by  the  fire  of 
a  party  of  Europeans  from  within 
fide  the  gate.  From  them  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  fecond  wound  on  the  right 
fide :  his  horfe  at  the  fame  time 
funk  under  him,  being  feverely 
wounded,  and  his  turban  fell  to 
the  ground.  The  falling  fultan 
was  immediately  raifed  by  foine  of 
his  faithful  adherents,  and  placed 
upon  his  palanquin,  under  the  arch, 
in  one  of  the  recedes  of  the  gate¬ 
way.  It  was  at  this  time  propofed 
to  the  fultan,  by  one  of  his  fervants, 
that  he  fhould  make  himfelf  known 
to  the  Englilh,  from  whofe  gene¬ 
ral  character  there  could  be  no 
doubt  he  would  meet  with  every 
attention  compatible  with  his  fitu¬ 
ation  ;  but  this  he  disdainfully  re- 
fufed.  After  a  Ihort  interval,  fome 
European  foldiers  entered  the  gate¬ 
way  ;  and  one  of  them  attempting 
to  take  off  the  fultan’s  fword  belt, 
the  wounded  prince,  who  ftill  held 
his  fword  in  his  right  hand,  made 
a  cut  at  the  foldier,  and  wounded 
him  about  the  knee ;  when  the 
latter  inftantaneoufly  fired  his  muf- 
ket,  and  {hot  him  through  the 
temple,  which  caufed  immediate 
death. — Thus  fell  the  haughty  and 
ambitious  fultan,  preferving  to  the 
laft  moment  of  his  exiftence  that 
animofity  againft  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion,  to  which,  under  Divine 
Providence,  may  be  ,afcribed  his 
ruin,  and  the  fubverfion  of  his  em¬ 
pire. 
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The  Englifh  having  gotten  com¬ 
plete  poffeffion  of  the  fort,  and 
having  obtained  information  re- 
fpefting  the  fate  of  the  fultan, 
the  commanding  officer  (General 
Baird)  came  in  the  evening  to  the 
gateway,  attended  by  the  keladar 
and  feveral  of  Tippoo’s  fervants, 
to  fearchfor  the  body.  After  much 
labour  it  was  found,  and  brought 
from  among  a  heap  of  {lain  : 
the  countenance  was  no  way  dif- 
torted,  but  had  an  expreiiion  of 
ftern  compofure.  The  turban,  fafh, 
fword,  and  belt,  were  gone  ;  but 
the  body  was  perfectly  recognized 
by  the  attendants,  and,  being 
again  placed  on  the  palanquin,  was 
conveyed  to  the  court  of  the  pa¬ 
lace,  where  it  remained  under  a 
guard  during  the  night/’  On  the 
evening  of  the  fifth,  his  remains 
were  interred  by  the  fide  of  thofe 
of  his  father,  in  the  maufoleum  of 
the  Lol  Bang  ;  and  no  expence  or 
pains  were  fpared,  as  far  as  time 
and  circumftances  would  allow,  to 
give  to  the  ceremony  the  dignity 
and  fplendour  which  feemed  to  be 
demanded  for  the  funeral  of  one 
who  had  lived  and  died  in  the 
rank  of  a  fovereign. 

The  library  of  Tippoo  Sultan 
was  tolerably  well  furnifhed.  It 
contained  1090  books  of  various 
kinds.  The  firft  department  con- 
lifted  of  1 18  books,  under  the 
three  heads  of  General,  Indian, 
and  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  fome 
of  which  poflefled  confiderable  me¬ 
rit,  both  in  point  of  compofition 
and  fads.  In  the  Tarikh  Fer- 
rokhfere,  or  hiftory  of  the  emperor 
Ferrokhfere,  we  find  one  of  the 
many  inftances  in  which  a  pro¬ 
phecy  has  produced  its  own  accom- 
plifhment.  u  It  had  been  told  to 
Ferrokhfere,  by  a  derveilh,  that 


he  Ihould  become  emperor  of  Hin- 
doftan ;  encouraged  by  this  pre¬ 
diction,  as  foon  as  he  received  the 
intelligence  of  his  father’s  and 
grandfather’s  death,  he  marched 
from  Bengal,  where  he  then  re- 
fided  as  deputy  viceroy,  and,  be¬ 
ing  affifted  by  the  two  Syeds,  go¬ 
vernors  of  Behar  and  Allahabad, 
he,  with  very  little  trouble,  de¬ 
feated  his  uncle,  Jehandar  Shah, 
and  took  pbffeffion  of  the  throne/’ 
jehandar  himfelf  had  afcended  the 
throne  under  circumftances  which, 
perhaps,  have  no  parallel  in  hif¬ 
tory.  At  the  period  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  death,  he  and  his  three 
brothers  commanded  divifions  of 
the  army,  then  in  camp,  and  they 
immediately  fought  till  only  Je¬ 
handar  remained  alive.  The  ha¬ 
tred  of  Polynices  and  Eteocles 
was  not  more  inveterate  than 
theirs.  From  the  hiftory  of  Khan 
Jehan  Lody  and  the  Afghans  we 
learn  the  curious  faCl,  that  be¬ 
tween  the  Afghans  and  the  clans 
of  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  a 
few  centuries  ago,  there  was  a 
great  coincidence  of  manners  and 
cuftoms. 

The  treatifes  on  Sufyifm  are  no 
lefs  than  115*  in  number.  ts  The 
myftical  theology  of  the  orien¬ 
tals,”  fays  Mr.  Stewart,  “  which 
by  them  is  confidered  as  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fcience,  is  difficult  to  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  European  ideas.  Sir 
William  Jones,  in  his  Difquifition 
on  the  myftical  Poetry  of  the 
Perftans,  has  been  more  fuccefsful 
in  explaining  it  than  any  author 
I  have  perufed.  But  the  Song  of 
Solomon  bears  more  analogy  to 
their  doCtrines  than  any  other 
compofition  in  the  Englilh  lan¬ 
guage.  The  celebrated  Jelalad- 
deen  Roumy,  author  of  the  Mif- 

nevy, 


I 


1102]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


newy,  fays,  1  they  profefs  eager 
defire,  but  with  no  carnal  affec¬ 
tion  ;  and  circulate;  the  cup,  but 
no  material  goblet,  fliice  all  things 
are  fpiritual  in  their  fe<S,  all  is 
myftery  within  myflery/  ”  And 
Hafiz  adds :  (t  He  is  all  in  all ; 
my  companion,  my  mufician,  and 
my  cup-bearer.  The  ufe  of  ma¬ 
terial  terms  is  a  mere  pretexta 
By  the  mofque  and  the  tavern  I 
mean  only  union  with  him  ;  God 
is  witnefs  that  I  have  no  other 
meaning.  Give  me,  therefore, 
that  cup,  which,  by  purifying  me 
from  fin,  liberates  me  from  all 
ferreftrial  defires.  In  fhort,  al~ 
though  many  of  the  Sufies  have 
written  in  praife  of  Mohammed, 
and  feveral  of  them  have  publifhed 
commentaries  on  the  Koran,  they 
are  not  efleemed  orthodox  Muf- 
fulmen  ;  their  ideas  are  too  fpi¬ 
ritual  to  be  relifhed  by  candidates 
for  the  Mohammedan  paradife. 
They  were  therefore  obliged  to 
conceal  their  fentiments  in  myf- 
terious  expreffions.  They  have 
alfo  ordained  a  ftridl  discipline, 
with  a  number  of  irkfome  and 
probationary  ceremonies,  to  be 
performed  by  the  fludent  previous 
to  his  ad  million  into  the  arcana 
of  Sufyifm/* 

The  volumes  on  ethics  are  24 
in  number,  among  which  is  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  reconcile  the  polytheifm 
of  the  Hindu  religion  with  the 
Unitarian  dodlrines  of  the  Ma- 
hommedans ;  an  attempt  which  ra¬ 
ther  proves  the  boldnefs  than  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  author. 

Of  poetry  there  are  190  vo¬ 
lumes,  comprifing  the  works  of 
all  the  mofl  efleemed  of  the  orien¬ 


tal  poets.  The  Shah  Nameh,  fo 
highly  praifed  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  Hands  at  the  head  of  them. 
In  the  Kiffeh  Mahmud  va  Ayaz 
there  is  a  flory  which  has  been 
verfified  by  the  author  of  the 
Chace.  It  relates  to  Sultan  Mah¬ 
mud,  of  Ghizneh,  and  his  Have 
Ayaz.  i(  The  latter,  being  a 
great  favourite  of  his  mailer,  was 
envied  by  the  courtiers ;  they, 
therefore,  informed  the  Sultan  that 
they  frequently  obferved  Ayaz  go 
privately  into  the  jewel  office, 
whence  they  prefumed  he  had 
purloined  many  valuable  effedls. 
Although  the  Sultan  did  not  give 
much  credit  to  the  accufation,  he 
refolved  to  watch  him  ;  and  the 
next  time  it  was  reported  the 
Have  had  entered  the  treafury,  he 
followed  by  a  private  door,  and, 
unobferved,  faw  Ayaz  draw  from 
a  large  chefl  a  fait  of  dirty  old 
garments,  with  which  having 
clothed  himfelf,  he  proflrated  him- 
felf  on  the  ground,  and  returned 
thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  all 
the  benefits  conferred  on  him. 
The  Sultan  being  aflonifhed,  went 
to  him,  and  demanded  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  his  condud.  He  re¬ 
plied,  ‘  Moll  gracious  Sire,  when 
I  firfl  became  your  ma jelly’s  fer- 
vant,  this  was  my  drefs  ;  and, 
till  that  period,  humble  had  been 
my  lot.  Now  that,  by  the  grace 
of  God  and  your  majefly’s  favour, 
I  am  elevated  above  all  the  nobles 
of  the  land,  and  am  entrufled  with 
the  treafures  of  the  world  *,  I  am 
fearful  that  my  heart  fhould  be 
puffed  up  with  vanity  ;  I  therefore 
daily  practice  this  humiliation,  to 
remind  me  of  my  former  infigni- 


*  For  an  account  of  the  treafures  of  Mahmud,  vide  Dow's  Hindoftan, 
or  the  fifth  volume  of  Gibbon’s  Hiftory,  page  650. 
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ficance.*  The  Sultan,  being  much 
pleafed,  added  to  his  rank,  and 
feverely  reprimanded  his  flander- 
ers.** 

The  following  anecdote  is  not 
unworthy  of  prefervation  for  the 
ready  wit  which  it  records. — - 
“  Hamam,  the  celebrated  poet  of 
Tabriz,  or  Taurus,  who  died  A.D. 
1313,  was  a  contemporary  and 
rival  wit  of  Sady.  Meeting  one 
day  in  a  bath,  Hamam,  obferving 
Sady  to  be  very  bald,  prefen  ted 
to  him  a  bafon  with  the  bottom 
upwards,  and  alked  him,  ‘  Why 
do  the  heads  of  the  people  of 
Shiraz  refemble  this  ?’  Sady,  hav¬ 
ing  turned  the  bafon,  replied, 

{  firft  tell  me,  why  do  the  heads 
of  the  people  of  Tabriz  refemble 
this  ?’  ** 

The  works  of  Hafiz,  of  courfe, 
occupied  an  honourable  place  in 
this  collection.  ((  Had  wealth  or 
fenfual  enjoyments,  **  fays  Mr. 
Stewart,  “  been  the  wifti  of  Ha¬ 
fiz,  they  might  have  been  amply 
gratified,  as  moil  liberal  offers, 
both  from  the  princes  of  Perfia 
and  India,  were  held  out  to  him  ; 
but  he  preferred  a  life  of  poverty 
and  retirement.  He  was  eminent 
for  his  piety,  and  paffed  much  of 
his  time  in  folitude,  devoting  him- 
felf  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and 
refleding  upon  the  divine  nature. 
By  the  general  confent  of  his 
countrymen,  he  is  claffed  among 
their  infpired  and  holy  men ;  and 
his  works,  held  as  only  inferior 
to  the  Koran,  are  frequently  con¬ 
futed  by  diviners.  The  ufurper 
Nadir  Shah  never  undertook  any 
arduous  enterprife  unlefs  he  found 
a  happy  omen  in  thefe  rnyfterious 
poems.*/ 

There  are  i 4  colledions  of  Fa¬ 
bles,  and  53  of  Letters,  among 


the  latter  of  which  are  many  of 
Tippoo*s  epiftles  and  inftrudions 
on  various  occafions.  There  is 
nothing  more  remarkable  in  his 
compofitions  than  the  contemptu¬ 
ous  manner  in  which  he  mentions 
the  fovereigns  of  England  and 
France,  to  whom  he  does  not  con- 
defcend  to  give  any  title  higher 
than  that  of  raja. 

The  head  of  arts  and  fciences 
comprifes  19  volumes ;  that  of 
arithmetic  and  mathematics  feven  ; 
and  that  of  aftronomy  20.  ClafiT- 
ed  among  the  arts  and  fciences 
are  treatifes  on  the  interpretation 
of  dreams,  on  the  art  of  divining 
future  events  by  figures  drawn  on 
the  fand,  giving  inftrudions  for 
the  purchafing  of  horfes,  and  de- 
fcribing  the  lucky  and  unlucky 
marks  upon  thofe  animals.  It  is 
faid  that  Tippoo  was  an  encou- 
rager  of  the  fciences,  and  that 
45  books,  on  different  branches  of 
them,  were  either  compiled  or 
tranflated  from  different  languages, 
under  his  immediate  infpedion  or 
aufpices. 

Sixty-two  works  treat  on  phy- 
fic.  In  this  department  are  tranf- 
lations  of  the  Complete  London 
Difpenfary,  of  an  Englifii  treatife 
on  medical  and  eledrical  experi¬ 
ments,  and  of  Dr.  Cockburne  on 
the  twift  of  the  inteftines.  As  a 
con  trail  to  thefe  may  be  named  a 
volume  containing  eflays  on  the 
virtues  of  medicine,  amulets,  and 
charms  for  averting  or  removing 
difeafe. 

Philofophy  contains  54  articles. 
An  enumeration  of  the  contents 
of  one  of  them  will  give  fome 
idea  of  oriental  philofophy.  This 
volume  includes  fi  a  definition  of 
all  the  fciences  ftudied  or  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  Mahommedans ; 
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viz.  Theology,  Metaphyfics,  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,  Aftronomy  and 
Aftrology,  '  Mathematics  and 
Arithmetic,  Phyfic,  Rhetoric, 
Logic,  Philology,  Grammar,  Hif- 
tory,  Geometry  and  Geography, 
Poetry,  Mafic,  Philanthropy, 
Law,  Pladis,  (traditions  of  Mo¬ 
hammed,)  Metaphor,  Genealogy, 
Chemiftry  and  Simia,  (the  latter 
is  the  art  of  tranfmuting  metals 
into  gold,)  Necromancy  and  Ta- 
lifmans,  many  of  which  are  lub- 
divided  into  various  branches. ” 
Under  this  head  is  a  work,  called 
the  Treafury  of  Alexander,  or  the 
Science  of  Talifmans  difplayed ; 
the  preface  of  which  afterts,  that 
it  was  difeovered  by  the  Khalif 
Motafembillah,  about  A.D.  835, 
at  Amuriah,  in  Turkey  ;  that  it  was 
concealed  in  a  Greek  or  Chriftian 
temple,  and  depofited  in  a  gold 
cheft  ;  that  it  was  written  in  the 
Greek  language,  and  contained 
evidence  of  its  having  been  buried 
there  by  Antiochus.  It  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Alexander  the  Great,  and 
attributed  to  Ariftotle.  To  efta- 
blifti  its  authenticity  would,  per¬ 
haps,  be  a  talk  of  no  trifling  diffi¬ 
culty. 

The  two  departments  of  Philo¬ 
logy  and  Lexicography  are  tole¬ 
rably  ample  ;  the  former  confiding 
of  45,  and  the  latter  of  29  vo¬ 
lumes.  One  of  thefe,  in  Arabic, 
bears  the  truly  oriental  title  of 
the  Sea  of  Jewels,  and  is  Laid  to 
be  an  Encyclopedia  of  the  Arts 
and  Sciences,  but  is,  in  fad, 
chiefly  conflned  to  Chemiftry,  Bo¬ 
tany,  and  Natural  Philofophy. 

The  number  of  Theological 
works  is  4 6  ;  of  which  it  is  only 
rseceflary  to  fay,  that  they  appear 
to  contain  lefs  nonfenfe,  and  more 
common  fenfe,  than  could  natu¬ 


rally  be  expeded.  Jurifprudence 
is  a  rich  article,  as  it  conftfts  of 
95  volumes.  One  of  them  con¬ 
tains  a  copious  digeft  of  the  Mo- 
hammmedan  law,  according  to  the 
dodrine  of  Imam  Abu  Hanifah 
Nuuman  Ben  Sadit,  one  of  the 
four  jurifconfults  of  Mecca,  and 
founder  of  the  firft  orthodox  fed, 
who  died  in  767.  The  expofition 
was  compofed  by  NeiTafy,  who 
died  in  1310.  The  fubjeds  which 
it  difeuftes  are  “  Purification, 
Prayer,  Alms,  Faking,  Pilgri¬ 
mage,  (thefe  five  chapters  confti- 
tute  the  ecclefiaftical,  or  fpiritual 
law  ;  on  which  account  they  have 
been  omitted  by  the  Englifh  tranf- 
lator  of  the  Hedeya,  as  being  to¬ 
pics  not  likely  to  be  inveftigated 
in  our  courts  of  juftice)  Marriage, 
Divorce,  Manumiffion,  Oaths, 
Robbery,  War,  (or  plundering 
excurfions)  Troves  and  Found¬ 
lings,  Apprehenfion  of  Slaves,  Co¬ 
partnership,  Appropriation,  Sale 
and  Purchafe,  Ufury,  Bail,  Trans¬ 
fer,  the  Duties  of  a  judge,  Re¬ 
ference,  Arbitration,  Evidence, 
Agency,  Acknowledgement,  Com- 
pofttion,  Trading  on  unequal 
Shares,  Depofits,  Gifts,  Renting, 
Manumiffion  with  a  gift,  (to  the 
Have)  Slavery  on  Condition,  Fof- 
terage,  Compulfion,  Inhibition, 
Licenfe,  Ufurpation,  Sale  by  Com- 
pulfion,  Hire  or  Pay,  Divifion  of 
Property,  Renting  of  Gardens, 
Husbandry,  Sacrificing  Things 
forbidden.  Liquors,  Hunting, 
Pledging,  Capital  Crimes,  Price 
of  Blood,  Fines,  Hermaphrodites, 
Bills,  and  Succeflion  to  Property 
At  the  head  of  this  clafs  of  books 
is  the  Hedaya,  the  Lawyer’s 
Guide,  which  was  tranflated  by 
Charles  Hamilton,  Efq.  under  the 

aufpices  of  Warren  Hafiings. 

There 


ACCOUNT 

There  are  44.  Hadis  or  Tradi¬ 
tions,  44  copies  of  the  Koran,  41 
Commentaries  on  the  Koran,  end 
35  fets  of  Prayers ,  In  a  volume 
of  the  Traditions,  written  by  an 
author  of  the  fe£t  of  the  Shiahs, 
fome  Sunny  annotator  has  written 
the  following  note,  which  ftrongiy 
marks  the  deadly  animofity  en¬ 
tertained  againft  each  other  by  the 
followers  of  the  two  fe&s :  this 
charitable  and  pithy  note  is, 
t(  May  the  curfe  of  God  light  on 
the  author  and  on  the  tranferiber 
of  this  work/®  Uncle  Toby 
would,  perhaps,  have  thought  that 
the  curfing  indulged  in  by  our 
armies  in  Flanders  was  nothing 
compared  to  this.  Some  of  the 
Korans  are  remarkably  valuable. 
One  of  them,  an  oftaro,  in  the 
Nilhk  chara&er,  very  beautifully 
written,  and  highly  ornamented, 
is  faid  to  have  coil:  the  nabob  of 
Sanur,  from  whom  it  was  plun¬ 
dered  by  Tippoo,  the  enormous 
fum  of  3,000  pagodas,  equal  to 
1,200/.  u  Any  omiffion  or  wrong 
pronunciation  of  a  word,  while 
reading  the  Koran,  is  confidered 
an  offence  ;  and  fo  much  pains  and 
ftudy  are  required  to  attain  per- 
fe&ion  that  it  is  confidered  as  one 
of  the  fcienCes.” 

The  remainder  of  the  library 
eonfifts  of  ?2  miscellaneous  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  27  in  the  Hindy  and 

Dekhany  languages ;  and  two  in 
the  Turkilh  language.  The  Hin- 
dy  and  Dekhany  books  are  chiefly 
poems  and  romances.  One  of  the 
moft  interefling  of  them  is  The 
Garden  of  Martyrs ,  containing,  in 
Dekhany  verfe,  4f  feveral  very 
affe&ing  elegies  on  the  death  of 
Huffein,  and  the  perfons  of  his 
family  who  were  murdered  at  the 
battle  of  Kerbela.  Thefe  elegies 
Vol.  LT.  or  V oh.  IX.  N *w  S 
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are  chanted  in  the  Imarabarehs, 
(luperb  buildings  erefted  for  the 
purpofe)  every  night  during  the 
celebration  of  the  annual  mourning 
for  Huflein,  which  is  commemo¬ 
rated  on  the  firffc  ten  days  of  the 
month  Mohurrem,  and  feldom  fail 
to  draw  tears  from  the  eyes  of  the 
congregation.  The  effeft  is  fame- 
times  much  heightened  by  the 
introdudion  of  the  funeral  pro- 
ceflion,  with  the  martyr's  war- 
horfe  ftuck  with  numerous  arrows, 
the  infignia  of  his  dignity,  and 
other  pageantry.  Some  years  fince, 
a  perfon  at  Lucknow  was  per. 
fuaded  to  reprefent  the  Caliph 
Yezzid  (termed  by  the  Shiahs,  o t 
followers  of  Aly,  the  Curfed 
Ufurper)  during  this  ceremony. 
He  was,  in  confequence,  fuperbly 
drefied,  and  feated  on  a  throne  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  room  :  but 
when  the  fuppofed  prifoners,  the 
children  and  females  of  Huflein's 
family  were  brought  before  him, 
the  infuriate  mob,  in  the  height 
of  their  delufion,  feized  on  him, 
and  had  nearly  torn  him  to  pieces* 
Chriftians  and  Hindus  may  with 
fafety  behold  this  fpe&acle,  but 
no  prudent  Sunny  will  enter  the 
Imambareh.  There  is  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  thefe  elegies  in  Arabic, 
Perfian,  Hindy,  and  Dekhany. 
They  are  generally  written  in  a 
iimple  but  pathetic  ftyle.” 

The  Appendix  contains  tranf- 
lated  fpecimens  of  feveral  of  the 
hiftorical  works.  From  thefe  we 
lhall  feleft  two,  for  the  amufement 
of  the  reader.  The  firft  is  the 
famous  legend  of  the  Seven  Sleep¬ 
ers,  which,  as  Gibbon  has  remark¬ 
ed,  is  fo  widely  difFufed,  and 
which  Mahomet  has  introduced 
into  the  Koran.  In  thefe  tranf- 
lations  it  bears  the  title  of  “  Art 
!RIH5,  [4  A"}  Account 
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Account  of  the  Ajhah  Kahef' *  and 
is  taken  from  a  work  by  Beha 
Addeen,  who  was  governor  of 
Ifpahan,  about  the  }rear  1271  of 
the  Chriftian  era. 

(( There  were  fix  perfons  of  noble 
families  belonging  to  Ephefus, 
during  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Decius  *,  whole  hearts  the  Al¬ 
mighty  God  was  pleafed  to  illu¬ 
minate  by  the  light  of  his  unity, 
at  a  period  when  all  the  other  in¬ 
habitants  of  that  city  worlhipped 
images.  Their  names  were  Yem- 
likha,  Muklhelmina,  Mofheilina, 
Khemulh,  Debernulh,  and  Shad- 
nulh.  When  the  emperor  was  in¬ 
formed  of  their  conduft,  he  gave 
orders,  that  whoever,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  holy  day,  would  not  wor- 
fliip  his  idol,  Ihould  be  cut  to 
pieces.  He  alfo  fent  for  thefe 
young  men,  who,  on  their  arrival 
in  his  prefence,  refufed  to  worfhip 
images.  After  much  argument 
and  perfualion,  the  emperor  told 
them,  he  would  give  them  that 
night  to  confider  of  the  bufinefs ; 
but  if  they  did  not  conform  to  his 
religion  the  next  day,  he  would 
order  them  to  be  put  to  death. 
The  young  men  retired,,  and,  after 
palling  fome  time  in  confultation, 
fled  that  night  from  the  city.  Du¬ 
ring  ftheir  flight  they  met  a  fhep- 
herd,  named  Dinmius,  who,  upon 
hearing  all  the  circumflances,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  unity  of  God,  ' 
and,  attended  by  his  dog,  named 
Cutmir,  accompanied  them  to  the 
cave  of  Rakim.  Here  the  Al¬ 
mighty  God  was  pleafed  to  throw 
them,  and  alfo  their  dog,  into  a 
deep  fleep.  The  next  day  the  em- 
peroy  caufed  them  to  be  fearched 
for,,  but  could  never  difcover  any 
trace  of  them. 


For  the  fpace  of  309  years  they 
continued  to  fleep  ;  during  which 
period  an  angel,  every  year,  on 
the  10th  day  of  the  month  Mo- 
hurrem,  turned  them  from  one  fide 
to  the  other.  Acccording  to  the 
hiftorian  Tabery,  their  going  to 
the  cave  occurred  after  the  afcent 
of  jefus  Chrift;  but,  according  to 
other  hiftorians,  it  happened  be¬ 
fore  the  coming  of  Jefus,  although 
their  re-appearance  was  not  till 
after  his  afcent. 

Decius  being  dead,  and,  at 
length,  a  follower  of  the  religion 
of  Jefus  being  created  emperor, 
the  companions  of  the  cave  awoke. 
It  is  not  quite  certain  whether  it 
was  Mofheilina,  or  Muklhelmina, 
that  firft  called  out  to  his  friends. 
Then  one  of  them  faid  to  the 
other,  t(  How  long  da  you  fup- 
pofe  we  have  flept  V*  Another 
replied,  i(  The  whole  day,  or 
great  part  of  it.'*  Some  time 
after,  Yemlika,  having,  with  the 
confent  of  his  companions,  dif- 
guifed  himfelf,  took  fome  money 
of  the  reign  of  Decius,  and  went 
to  the  city  to  buy  food.  While 
on  the  road  he  perceived  an  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  drefs  and  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  the  form 
of  the  buildings,  which  caufed 
him  much  aftoniflimenU  Having 
arrived  at  the  (hop  of  a  baker, 
he  offered  fome  of  the  coin  of  De¬ 
cius  in  return  for  the  bread.  The 
baker,  on  feeing  the  money,  fuf- 
pe<5ted  that  the ,  flranger  had  found 
fome  of  the  hidden  treafure  of 
Decius,  and  infilled  upon  carry¬ 
ing  him  to  the  palace.  On  their 
way,  thither,  Yemlikha  faid,. 
f(  The  inftant  Decius  calls  his 
eyes  on  me,  I  am  a  dead  man.” 
The  people  replied,  <f  What,  are 


Decius  died  A  D..  251. 


you 
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you  mad  ?  It  is  an  ap;e  fince  De- 
cius  was  called  to  the  tribunal  of 
hell.’*  On  this,  the  aftonifhment 
of  Yemlikha  increafed. 

When  he  was  brought  before 
the  emperor’s  throne,  the  mo¬ 
narch  afked  who  and  whence  he 
was.  Then  Yemlikha  narrated  to 
him  all  the  circumflances  ;  on 
which  the  emperor,  recollecting 
to  have  read  their  ftory  in  the 
book  of  the  Evangelifts,  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  companions  of  the 
cave  were  the  identical  young 
men,  who  had  fo  fuddenly  dif- 
appeared. 

Then  the  emperor  faid  to  Yem¬ 
likha,  “  309  years  have  elapfed 
lince  the  reign  of  Decius.  We 
are  now  worfhippers  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  and  believe  in  the 
religion  of  the  Metfiah  (on  whom 
be  the  grace  of  God  !).** 

As  foon  as  this  event  was 
known,  numbers  of  the  devout  and 
learned  repaired  to  the  cave  of 
Rakim  ;  but  Yemlikha  having 
gone  before,  and  informed  his 
companions  of  the  length  of  time 
they  had  llept,  they,  after  offer¬ 
ing  up  thanks  to  God,  .prayed 
that  they  might  return  to  that 
ftate  :  which  prayer  was  imme¬ 
diately  complied  with. 

When  the  emperor  was  inform¬ 
ed  of  this  circumftance,  he  or¬ 
dered  that  a  church  fhould  be 
built  at  the  door  of  the  cave,  and 
that  the  whole  ftory  fhould  be 
engraven  on  a  ftone,  and  ftrongly 
fixed  in  the  wall  of  the  church. 

Other  hiftorians  relate,  that  the 
emperor  and  his  courtiers  vifited 
thefe  young  men,  and  heard  them 
converfe ;  after  which  the  com¬ 
panions  again  fell  afleep.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  declaration  of  the 
prophet,  (Mohammed)  Abu  Bekr, 
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Ofman,  Morteza  Aly,  Selman, 
and  Anuzer,  faw  the  companions 
of  the  cave ;  and  Aly,  having 
prefented  to  them  the  compliments 
of  Mohammed,  invited  them  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  Iflam. 
To  this  they  cOnfented,  and  re¬ 
queued  he  would  offer  their  re- 
fpeHs  to  the  prophet. 

N.  B.  It  is  generally  added, 
that  the  dog  was  converted  into  a 
man  previous  to  his  death,  and 
that  his  foul  was  admitted  into 
paradife. 

Sady  fays,  “  The  dog  of  the 
companions  of  the  cave,  by  af- 
fociating  with  the  righteous,  be¬ 
came  a  man/* 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  original  legend,  will  inftantly 
perceive  the  alterations  and  inter-, 
polations  which  have  been  made 
in  it  by  the  Mahometan  writers, 
whofe  ignorance  of  chronology  is 
quite  amufing.  Gibbon  juftly  ob« 
ferves,  that  this  legend  would  fur- 
nifh  a  pleafing  fubje£t  for  a  phi- 
lofophical  romance,.  It  is  fome- 
what  ftrange  that  no  one  has 
hitherto  been  tempted  to  carry  his 
fuggeftion  into  effeft. 

Our  fecond  extract  is  from  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Jews,  by  Moin 
Addeen,  who  refided  at  the  court 
of  Khoraffan,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It 
defcribes  the  deliverance  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  by  the  fubmer- 
fion  of  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptian 
lioffc  in  the  Red  Sea.  The  writer 
has  curioufly  amplified  and,  as 
he  fuppofed,  adorned,  the  fimple 
and  linking  narrative  of  Holy 
Writ. 

<s  It  is  related,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  of  Mohurrem, 
when  the  Vanguard  of  the  army 
of  the  fun  appeared  in  the  hori- 
[4^2]  zon. 
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zon,  and  the  pavilion  of  light* 
with  its  golden  ropes*  was  dis¬ 
played  in  the  plains  of  the  uni¬ 
verse,  the  Egyptians,  being  rifen 
from  their  Sleep,  and  not  finding 
any  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  were 
convinced  of  their  treachery.  The 
lofs  of  their  jewels  and  other 
wealth  (which  they  had  lent  to 
the  Ifraelites,)  nearly  made  them 
run  diftra&ed.  They,  in  confe- 
quence,  repaired  to  the  palace  of 
Pharaoh,  where  they  vented  their 
complaints  in  loud  lamentations. 

<c  Pharaoh  gave  orders  for  his 
army  to  be  immediately  affembled, 
and  wifiied  to  purfue  inftanta- 
neoufiy  the  Ifraelites  ;  but  on 
account  of  the  virgins  *  and  other 
ladies  who  had  died  in  each  houfe 
during  that  night,  in  confequence 
of  the  plague,  he  was  obliged  to 
poftpone  his  intention.  It  is  re¬ 
lated  in  the  Arais ,  that  70,000 
Egyptian  virgins  died  during  that 
might. 

i(  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of 
Mohurrem,  which  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  inaufpicious  even¬ 
ing  P  of  the  enemies  (of  the  If¬ 
raelites),  Pharaoh  fet  out  with  a 
numerous  army,  in  purfuit  of  the 
fugitives.  He  appointed  Hainan 
to  the  command  of  the  advanced 
divifion,  and  he  himfelf  directed 
the  rear  divifion.  They  thus  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  the  fea,  following 
the  footfteps  of  the  Ifraelites.  It 
is  fa  id  that  his  army  amounted  to 
1,700,000  men,  all  in  armour. 

u  When  fix  hours  of  the  day  had 


elapfed,  and  the  two  armies  drew 
nigh  to  each  other,  the  Ifraelites, 
on  beholding  the  Egyptians,  cried 
out  to  Mofes,  £  ()  prophet  of 
God !  we  Shall  now  furely  be 
overwhelmed  with  defirti&ion  : 
Whether  are  we  to  chufe,  that 
which  thou  haft  placed  before  us, 
or  that  which  thou  haft  brought 
after  us  ?  Behind  us  are  the 
flaming  fwords,  and  before  us  a 
deep  fea  J  ! — 

*  Hemistich. 

s  Obferve,  and  have  mercy  upon 
us :  for  we  are  ruined  !’ 

i(  Mofes  (on  whom  be  the 
grace  of  God)  replied,  Fear  not 
at  all ;  for  God  watches,  and  will 
proteft  us.  The  Creator  of  all 
things  has  promifed  us  afiiftance 
and  victory  ;  and  the  promifes  of 
God  are  certain.  Be  not  caft 
down,  for  happinefs  will  foon  ap¬ 
pear.  f  God  gives  the  kingdom 
to  whomfoever  of  his  fervants  he 
pleafes,  and  finally  rewards  the 
righteous.’  ” 

When  Mofes  §  arrived  on  the 
fea-fhore,  he  faw  that  the  waves 
were  much  agitated  by  the  force 
of  the  wind  ;  and  being  a  iked  by 
Jofhua,  the  fon  of  Nun,  what 
were  his  orders,  he  replied,  “  The 
orders  are  that  we  enter  this  fea/’ 
Jofhua  immediately  rode  into  the 
water,  which  however  did  not 
rife  above  the  hoofs  of  his  horfe  s 
and,  as  the  others  were  about  to 
enter,  Mofes  prayed  fervently  to 
heaven  ;  when  he  was  anfwered, 
fi  Strike  the  fea  with  thy  rod  W 


*  Iliftead  of  the  firft-born.  Vide  Exodus,  chap.  xi. 

+  The  Mahornmedans  comrneuce  their  day  from  fun-fet;  for  which  they  quote 
Mofes’  words,  “The  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  fir  ft  day oonfequently,  the 
inaufpicious  evening  preceded  the  day  of  deltruflion. 

%  Vide  Exodusi  chap.  xiv. 

^  Whenever  Moles’  uame  is  mentioned,  it  is  accompanied  bv,  **  On  whom  be  the 
grace  of  God.’* 

At 
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At  that  time  the  Tea  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  deep,  and  full  four  para- 
fangs  (leagues)  in  breadth.  Then 
Mofes  was  directed,  by  infpira- 
tion,  to  call  upon  the  fea  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  that  it  would 
be  obedient  to  him.  And  Mofes 
ftruck  the  fea  a  fecond  time  with 
his  rod,  and  faid,  (S  O  ocean ! 
by  permiffion  of  God,  I  command 
thee  to  retire  !”  and  immediately 
the  fea  was  divided,  and  the 
water  was  on  each  fide  of  them  as 
a  great  mountain. 

It  is  related  in  the  traditions, 
that  the  prophet  Mohammed  faid 
(to  his  followers)  ‘ ‘  1  will  de¬ 
clare  unto  you  the  prayer  that 
the  converfer  with  God  (Mofes) 
ufed  when  palling  through  the  fea, 
by  virtue  of  which  prayer  the 
fea  was  divided,  and  he  and  all 
his  people  palled  through  with 
fafety.  It  was  this  :  c  Praife  be 
to  thee,  O  God  !  in  thee  do  we 
trull,  and  from  thee  do  we  irm 
plore  alfillance.  Thou  art  our 
prote&or ;  neither  is  there  any 
power  or  virtue  but  in  God,  the 
great  and  the  glorious. It 
was  alfo  by  virtue  of  this  prayer 
that  the  prophet  Mohammed  ob¬ 
tained  the  vi&ory  over  his  ene¬ 
mies  in  the  battle  of  Seder  * t 
When  Mofes  had  faid  this 
prayer,  he  ftruck  the  fea  with 
his  rod,  and  immediately  twelve 
Hreets  +  were  formed,  and  the 
fountains  of  water  rofe  perpen¬ 
dicularly  in  the  air,  and  hood 
like  unto  twelve  arches.  After 
the  zephyrs  of  mercy  had  blown, 
and  the  fun  of  benevolence  had 
Ibone  for  fome  time,  the  bed  of 

.  *  Vide  Sale’s  Tranflation  of  the  Koran, 
f  Ibid.  chap.  xx.  note 

[♦a 
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the  fea  became  fo  dry*  that  the 
dull  rofe  from  it. 

Each  of  the  twelve  tribes  hav¬ 
ing  entered  a  feparate  ftreet,  be¬ 
came  anxious  to  fee  each  other : 
and  although  each  was  allured  of 
the  fafety  of  the  other  tribes, 
their  anxiety  could  not  be  fup. 
prelfed,  till  Mofes  prayed  unto 
God  to  affift  him  in  convincing 
them.  Immediately  he  was  di¬ 
rected  to  flretch  forth  his  rod. 
When  he  had  ftretched  forth  the 
rod,  the  mountains  of  water, 
which,  by  the  command  of  the 
great  God,  Hood  pendulous,  again 
became  divided  ;  fo  that  each 
divifton  faw  and  heard  the  others, 
while  crolling  over. 

Mofes  remained  behind,  till  the 
children  of  Ifrael  arrived  at  the 
deepeft  part  of  the  bed  of  the  fea. 
He  then  by  the  dire&ion  of  the 
angels  Gabriel  and  Michael,  (on 
both  of  whom  be  the  grace  of 
God!)  followed  them,  After  a 
tranlit  of  four  aftronomical  hours, 
the  Ifraeiites  emerged  from  the 
terrific  gulph,  and  arrived  fafely 
and  fecurely  on  a  friendly  Ihore. 

When  Pharaoh  arrived  on  the 
Ihore,  and  beheld  the  Hate  of  the 
fea,  he  trembled  with  excefs  of 
fear,  and  was  overwhelmed  with 
aftonilhment  at  the  power  of  the 
Omnipotent  and  Omnifcienr,  who 
had  worked  fuch  miracles  by  the 
hand  of  Mofes.  Immerfed  in  the 
fea  of  reflection,  and  hefitating 
whether  he  ihould  purfue  the  fu¬ 
gitives,  heat  one  time  refolved  to 
return  to  Egypt,  and  the  next  mo¬ 
ment  determined  to  follow  Mofes. 
He  at  length  called  to  his  con- 

chap,  in, 
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foliation  the  worthlefs  Haman. 
The  curfed  wretch  ftrongly  ad- 
vifed  him  to  purfue ;  and  faid, 
i(  For  400  years  *  you  have 
governed  mankind,  and  have  been 
exalted  to  fupreme  power  and  uni- 
verfal  dominion.  It  will  be  an 
eternal  difgrace,  if,  after  Mofes 
and  the  children  of  Ifrael  have  by 
their  enchantments  eroded  over 
fafely  and  fecurely,  you  fhould 
torn  back,  and  remain  covered 
with  fhame  and  difhonour.  Be¬ 
lieve  me,  it  is  from  the  dread  of 
you  alone  that  the  waters  Hand 
thus  ;  and  the  fear  of  your  power 
makes  the  fea  recede.  Exert  your- 
lelf,  and  let  us  pafs  over  quickly, 
and  take  our  revenge  on  thefe 
Ifraelites.’* 

Pharaoh,  being  duped  by  the 
deceitful  difcourfe  of  that  proud 
and  wicked  wretch,  and  deceived 
by  the  foolifh  flattery  of  the  aban¬ 
doned  flnner,  quitted  the  path  of 
reftitude,  and  ralhly  fpurred  his 
horfe  into  the  fea.  It  is  related, 
that  as  the  lafb  of  the  Ifraelites 
quitted  the  fea,  the  advanced 
guard  of  Pharaoh  entered  if  ;  and 
Mofes  was  anxious  that  the  fea 
fhould  then  return  to  its  priftine 
/  Hate,  and  thereby  preyent  the 
Egyptians  from  eroding  :  but  it 
was  revealed  to  him,  (fuch  was 
the  Divine  decree),  that  the  whole 
of  thefe  difobedient,  rebellious, 
and  proud  infidels  fhould  be  there 
deftroyed.  When  Pharaoh  at¬ 
tempted  to  urge  his  horfe  into  the 
fea,  the  animal  was  frightened, 
and  ran  back  ;  on  which  the  angel 
Gabriel,  mounted  on  his  mule  (or 
mare),  and  wearing  a  large  black 


turban,  came  up,  and  dalhed  into 
the  fea.  The  horfe  of  Pharaoh, 
fmelling  the  mare,  entered  the  fea 
after  her  ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
army  followed  their  prince.  If 
any  of  them  lagged  behind,  the 
angel  Michael,  who  rode  in  the 
rear,  flogged  them  on,  and  fufFered 
not  one  of  them  to  retreat. 

When  the  front  rank  of  the 
Egyptians  had  nearly  reached  the 
fliore,  the  tide  again  entered  the 
fea,  and,  by  the  orders  of  the 
great  and  glorious  God,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies  of  water  united,  and 
the  whole  of  the  obftinate  and  re¬ 
bellious  (Egyptians)  were  there 
annihilated.  “  And  the  waters 
of  the  fea,  which  overwhelmed 
them,  overwhelmed  them  :  and 
Pharoah  caufed  his  people  to  err, 
neither  did  he  direct  them  aright." 

Scattered  throughout  the  other 
tranflations  are  a  few  circum- 
ftances  not  unworthy  of  notice. 
It  is  fcarcely  neceflfary  to  fay,  that 
the  ftyle  of  the  originals  is  in¬ 
flated  and  gaudy.  Hiftorians,  for 
inftance,  are  deferibed  as  ((  the 
melodious  and  harmonious  night¬ 
ingales  of  the  garden  of  hiftory 
and  the  fpoiling  of  a  fpring  of 
water,  which  fupplied  a  befieged 
town,  is  thus  bombaftically  re¬ 
lated — “  When  the  white  ftan- 
dards  of  day  were  furled,  and  Nox 
had  fpread  her  mufky-coloured  um¬ 
brella  over  the  firmament,  and  the 
fountain  of  the  fun  had  become 
turbid  and  difcoloured,  then  a 
party,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  his  majefty,  went  and  filled  the 
fountain  with  carrion,  and  every 
other  fpecies  of  defilement/*  The 


*  Pharaoh  was  the  common  title  of  the  Kings  of  Egypt :  this  fpeech  muff,  there¬ 
fore  be  uuderftood  as  applied  to  the  dy  natty.  Vide  note  to  Tranflation  of  the  Koran, 
chap,  vii, 

clofe 
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clofe  of  this  fentence  tempts  the 
reader  to  exclaim,  <c  O  moll  lame 
and  impotent  conclufion  !” 

The  fadl,  which  is  narrated  by 
Gibbon,  of  the  building  of  a  city,  in 
imitation  of  Antioch,  by  Chofroes 
or  Nulhirvan,  is  thus  told  by  Mo¬ 
hammed  Mir  Khavund  Shah.  tc  He 
then  took  Antioch  ;  and  being 
much  pleafed  with  the  appearance 
of  that  city,  he  ordered  his  en¬ 
gineers  to  make  an  exa£l  plan  of 
it,  and  to  conftrufl  a  fimilar  city 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madain  *. 
This  was  effected,  and  the  place 
called  Rumieh.  The  inhabitants 
of  Antioch  were  then  removed 
thither  ;  and  the  plan  was  fo  well 
executed,  that,  with  the  greatell 
cafe,  each  perfon,  on  his  entering 
the  town,  could  difcover  his  own 
dwelling.  It  is  reported,  that  the 
only  difference  between  the  two 
cities  was  the  want  of  a  tree  in 
Rumieh,  which  ufed  to  lhade  the 
feat  at  the  door  of  a  walherman  in 
Antioch.  ” 

Among  the  boundlefs  plunder 
made  by  the  conquerors,  at  the 
capture  of  Madain,  was  <f  a  car¬ 
pet  300  cubits  long,  and  60  cu¬ 
bits  wide.  This  was  called,  the 
^winter  carpet ,  becaufe  the  kings  of 
Perfia  ufed  to  have  it  fpread  to 
fit  upon  in  that  feafon,  when 
neither  flowers  nor  any  other  ver¬ 
dure  was  to  be  feen  \  and  its  bor¬ 
ders  being  wrought  with  eme¬ 
ralds,  it  appeared  like  a  field  of 
variegated  crops,  or  of  green 
corn,  interfperfed  with  numerous 
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flowers  and  bloffoms,  compofed  of 
jewels  and  other  precious  Hones.’ * 
In  the  account  of  the  liege  and 
capture  of  Surat,  there  is  an  anec¬ 
dote  which  places  oriental  vanity 
and  adulation  in  a  llrong  and 
amuling  light.  ({  One  of  the 
events  which  occurred  at  this  pe¬ 
riod,”  fays  the  hillorian,  (t  was 
the  arrival  of  a  party  of  Chrif- 
tians  from  the  port  of  Goa  *  * 
They  pretended  to  have  come  on 
an  embalTy  to  the  emperor ;  and 
being  in  confequence  admitted  to 
the  royal  prefence,  they  prefented 
a  number  of  curiofities  of  their 
own  country.  His  majeliy,  hav¬ 
ing  conferred  marks  of  his  favour 
on  each  of  them,  alked  them  a 
number  of  quellions,  refpe&ing 
Portugal,  and  the  affairs  of  Eu® 
rope.  His  reafon  for  making 
thefe  enquiries  was  not  to  obtain 
any  new  information  ;  for  the 
royal  mind,  being  the  repofitory 
of  all  knowledge,  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  every  circumllance 
they  could  communicate  :  but  the 
energetic  and  wonderful  mind  of 
his  majeliy  wifhed,  by  alking 
thefe  quellions,  to  render  the  fa - 
-pages  familiar.” 

This  volume  is  creditable  to 
the  talents  and  induftry  of  Mr. 
Stewart.  It  mull  be  highly  in- 
terelling  to  thofe  perfons  who 
have  redded  in,  or  are  connefted 
with  the  Eall,  and  it  is  not 
without  attraftion  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  reader. 


*  Madain  was  the  Ctefiphon  of  the  Greeks. 
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Clarke’s  Credibility ,  and  the  contradidory  Character  of  her  Evidence. 
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Banket  moves  another  Addrefs ,  acquitting  the  Duke  of  Perfonal  Corrup- 
lion,  but  intimating  the  Impropriety  of  any  longer  continuing  His  Royal 
Highnefs  in  the  Command  of  the  Army.  Debate  of  unexampled  Length 
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Lords  Milton y  Stanley ,  and  Temple  y  and  Mr.  Ponfonby  fupport  the 
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On  a  Divifon  the  Amendment  is  rejected,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer' s  Motion  carried.  Next  Evening  Mr.  Perceval  moves  a. 
Refolution  acquitting  the  Duke.  Sir  Thomas  Turton  snoves  an  Amend- 
menty  which  is  rejeEledy  and  after  an  animated  Debate ,  the  original 
Refolution  is  carried.  The  Conji deration  of  Mr.  Bathurf' s  Meafure  pof- 
poned.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informs  the  Houfe  that  the  Duke  of 
York  has  refgned  his  Office .  Lord  Althorpe  then  moves  that  it  is  no 
longer  neceffiary  to  purfue  the  Charges ,  which ,  after  an  Alteration  in.  the 
wordingy  is  carried.  Mr.  Bathurf! s  Refolution  is  negatived  without  a 
Divifon  y  and  the  Proceedings  clofe.  Popularity  of  Colonel  War  die  and 
Mrs.  Clarke.  Suppreffion  of  her  propofed  Publication .  [81 
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val  y  and  pajfedy  making  it  Penal  to  traffic  in  Public  Offices.  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Difirihution  of  Eafi  India  Pa¬ 
tronage.  Cafe  of  Lord  Cafllereagh  and  the  Writer/hip.  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton  snoves  a  Vote  of  Cenfttre  upon  him.  Defence  of  Lord  Cafle - 

reavk. 
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feagh.  Lord  Binning  moves  the  Order  of  the  Day.  which  is  oppofed  by 
Mr.  William  Wynn  and  Mr.  Ponfonhy.  Mr.  Windham  propofes  a  middle 
Courfey  and  deprecates  the  Proceedings  of  the  Reformers.  Mr.  Whitbread 
fup ports  the  Refolutions.  Mr.  Canning  propofes  an  Amendment ,  which  is 
carried  upon  a  Divifion.  Mr.  Madock’s  Motion  refpeding  the  Conduct  of 
Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Cajllereagh  in  the  Affair  of  Mr.  Quint  in  Dick. 
Unprecedented  manner  in  which  it  is  firji  brought  forward.  Renewed  on  a 
fubfequent  Occafion.  Speech  of  Mr.  Perceval.  Mr.  Cartwright  oppofes 
it.  Supported  by  Mr.  Tierney .  Mr.  Ponfonhy.  and  Mr.  Windham  dif- 
approve  of  ity  and  it  is  rejected .  Mr.  Cur  weds  Bill  for  the  Prevention 
of  the  Sale  of  Seats  in  Parliament.  Oppofed  by  Mr.  Windham  upon  its 
firji  Introduction.  The  Houfe  go  into  a  Committee  upon  it.  Able  Speech 
of  Mr.  G.  Johnfon  upon  the  Subjed  of  Reform.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
oppofes  the  Billy  as  inadequate  and  delufve .  Mr.  Wilberforce  fupports 
it.  Admirable  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham  upon  the  general  Queftion  of  Re¬ 
form.  Speech  of  the  Speaker.  Alterations  introduced  by  Mr.  Perceval. 
Mr.  Cur  wen  continues  to  fupport  it.  Singular  Title  propofed  by  Lord 
Folkefone.  The  Bill  is  fent  to  the  Lords,  and  paffed.  Sir  Francis  Bur¬ 
dettes  Plan  of  Reform.  Negatived.  Mr.  Wardle  explains  his  Plan  cf 
Economical  Reform.  Ad  ion  brought  a  gain f  him  by  an  Upholferery  for 
the  furnt/hing  of  Mrs.  Clarke* s  Horffe ,  He  indids  Mrs.  Clarke  and 
W right  for  Perjury ,  Verdld  againft  him.  Subfcription  to  indemnify  his 
Lojfes.  [iO? 


CHAP.  VII. 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means •  Amount  of  Supplies  voted.  Amount  of  the 

Loan.  Advantageous  Terms  upon  which  it  is  negociated.  Loan  to  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal.  Fight  Millions  of  Exchequer  Bills  funded «. 
Vote  of  Credit  for  Three  Millions  taken .  Circumflance  of  Aufirid*s 
drawing  Bills  upon  this  Country  without  any  previous  Notice.  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  explains  the  Tranfadion  and  the  Condud  of  Minifters  upon  the  Occa - 
foil „  Motion  of  Mr.  Vanfttart  refpeding  the  charging  the  W 21  Taxes 
with  the  Interef  of  the  Loan.  Moves  a  feries  of  financial  Refolutions, 
which  are  agreed  to.  Finances  of  Ireland.  Amount  of  her  Quota  for 
the  Year.  Remarks  of  Sir  John  Newport  upon  the  Subjed.  Naval 
Eftimates.  Sir  Charles  Pole  obferves  on  f undry  Points  conned ed  with  our 
Naval  Adminif  ration.  Army  Efimates.  Lord  CaftlereagN  s  Meafures 
for  increafng  difpofeable  Force  of  the  Country.  Transference  of  Service 
from  the  Militia.  Propofed  Bounty  for  enlifiing  in  the  Militia.  Refults 
of  the  Meafure  of  a  Local  Militia.  Bill  introduced  for  regulating  the 
Bounties  of  it.  Affairs  of  the  Fafi  India  Company.  Committee  of  In¬ 
quiry  renewed.  Report  of  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Difribution 
of  Eafi  India  Patronage .  Recal  of  the  Perfons  who  had  irregularly 

obtained  their  Appointments.  Motion  of  Sir  T.  Turton  on  the  Subjed. 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Expenditure  refpeding  the  Dutch  Com- 

miffioner. 
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miffioners.  Speech  of  Mr.  Ord,  who  moves  certain  Refolutians.  Cafe  ' of 
Mr.  John  Bowles.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defends  the  Condud 
of  Government  in  the  Affair .  * Mr .  Thornton  moves  an  Amendment ,  which 
is  carried.  Lord  PorcheftePs  Motion  to  prohibit  the  granting  of  Offices 
in  Rev  erf  on.  Mr.  Perceval  cppofes  it.  It  is  loft  by  a  fmall  Majority . 
Mr.  Whitbread  moves  a  Refolution  to  limit  the  Number  of  Placemen  in 
the  Houfe.  Obfervations  of  Mr.  Rofe  upon  the  Subjed.  Mr.  Canning 
defends  the  Propriety  of  the  Admiffion  of  fuch  Perfons.  The  Motion  is 
negatived.  Bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  to  amend  the  Bankrupt 
Laws.  Account  of  its  Provisions ,  and  of  the  Evils  it  is  intended  to  remedy . 
Remark  respecting  the  Inefficiency  of  the  Laws  agairfl  fraudulent 
Bankrupts ,  and  the  real  Caufe  of  it.  Bill  paffed  in  both  Houfes.  ■ 
Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors ,  introduced  by  Sir  T.  Turton. 
Lord  Erjkine’s  Bill  ref pe ding  Cruelty  to  Animals  paffed  the  Upper  Houfe . 
Loft  in  the  Commons .  Able  Speech  of  Mr.  Windham  on  the  Subjed . 
Scotch  Judicature  Bill.  Motion  of  Mr.  Perceval  for  an  lucre  of e  of  Sa¬ 
lary  to  the  Judges.  Vote  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  Clergy.  Standing 
Order  moved  in  the  Upper  Houfe  by  Lord  Auckland,  refpeding  Introduc¬ 
tion  of  Divorce  Bills.  Difcuffion  on  the  Subjed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  [I25 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Debates  On  our  Relations  with  America.  Motion  of  Lord  Grenville  for  an 
Addrefs  to  the  King  on  the  Subjed.  His  Speech  reprobating  the  Condud 
of  Government  towards  that  Country .  Earl  BathurjTs  Reply  in  Defence 
of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Lords  Sidmouth  and  Aucklatid  fupport  the 
Motion  ;  oppofed  by  Lord  Liverpool;  lojl  upon  a  Divijion.  Similar  Ad¬ 
drefs  moved  in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Whitbread .  Able  and  comprehen - 
five  Speech  of  Mr.  Stephen ,  in  Vindication  of  the  Policy  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  Explains  the  Ground  upon  which  they  were  iffued ,  as  indif- 
penfable  for  the  Protedion  of  our  Commerce.  Scheme  propofed  to 
the  Enemy  by  General  Armftrong.  Right  of  Retaliation.  Defends  the 
Rejedion  of  the  late  Overtures  from  America.  Mr.  Grattan  fupport s 
the  Addrefs.  Mr.  A.  Baring  fpeaks  on  the  fame  Side ,  and  is  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Rofe,  who,  from  Statements  which  he  lays  before  the  Houfe,  con¬ 
tends  that  our  Commerce  had  fuffered  little  from  the  Embargo.  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  afferts  that  the  fame  Dodrine,  as  to  neutful  Trade,  was  put  forward 
by  the  late  Adminiftration,  in  their  Order  of  Jan.  1807.  Lord  H.  Petty 
replies.  Motion  rejeded.  Motion  of  Lord  Selkirk  refpeding  the  Affair  of 
the  Chefapeake.  Affairs  of  Ireland.  Bill  for  Extenfion  of  the  Inland  - 
Navigation  in  that  Country.  Bounty  on  Flax  Seed ;  oppofed  by  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ing  and  Mr.  Horner :  fupported  by  Mr.  Perceval  and  Mr.  Grattan . 
Motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  refpeding  the  Appointment  of  Mr.  Beau¬ 
champ  Hill .  Singular  Defence  from  Mr.  Crolcer.  Motion  loft.  Claufe 
in  the  Irijh  Revenue  Regulation  Bill,  refpeding  the  Irifh  Excife  Officers. 
Debate  upon  the  Subjed.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Windham.  Claufe  rejeded 

upon 
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upon  a  D  tv  if  on.  Mr.  Parnell's  Motion  for  the  Commutation  of  Tithes  in 
Ireland.  Oppofed  by  Mr.  Perceval,  on  the  Ground  of  its  Impracticability . 
Supported  by  Mr,  Ponfonby  and  Mr.  Grattan.  Previous  Quejiion  moved 
Upon  it f  and  carried.  Irijh  Malt  and  Spirit  Duties  Bill.  Oppofed  by 
Sir  John  Newport.  Bill  lof.  Irijh  Dijlillery  Bills.  Regulations  pro - 
pofed.  by  Mr.  Fcfer.  Objected  to  by  Sir  John  Newport.  Grounds  of 
his  QhjeSion.  Bill  carried.  [  j  43 


CHAP.  IX, 

Treaty  of  Alliance  with  Spain.  New  Expedition  fent  out  under  the  Command 
of  Sir  Arthur  Wellejley ,  Events  in  Spain  Jince  the  Fall  of  Madrid .  Re¬ 

treat  of  Cajlanos  after  the  Battle  of  Tudela .  Marches  upon  the  Capital. 
Affair  of  Buvierea .  Cajlanos  fucceeded  in  the  Command  by  Lapena ,  who 

falls  back  upon  Cuenqa.  French  occupy  Toledo  and  La  Mancha .  Mur - 
der  of  San  Juan  by  his  own  Soldiery  at  Talavera.  Galluzo  appointed  to 
fucceed  him .  Mifcondud  of  that  Officer.  French  enter  Corunna  and 
Ferroly  where  they  take  PoffeJJioti  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet.  Entry  of  Jofeph 
Buonaparte  into  Madrid.  Exprefftons  of  Joy  afcribed  by  the  French  Ac¬ 
counts  to  the  People ,  on  this  Occajion.  Alarm  at  Lifbon.  Proclamation  of 
the  Government .  Preparations  of  the  People.  Soult  marches  upon  Por - 

tugal .  Defeat  of  Romana .  Retreat  of  the  Portugnefe  General  F re  ire. 
Afcribed  by  the  People  to  Treachery.  They  furround  and  maffacre  him « 
Soult  enters  Oporto ,  after  majfacring  the  Garrifon  and  great  Numbers  of  the 
Inhabitants.  Strange  Piece  of  religious  Mummery  performed  by  the  French 
General.  Chaves  retaken,  Vigo  recovered.  Romana  reorganizes  his 
Army ,  and  enters  Villafranca.  Lofs  of  the  Battle  of  Ciudad  Real ,  by 
D*  TJrbino.  Cuejla  attacks  the  French  at  Medellin ,  and  receives  a  Jignal 
Defeat.  Defeat  of  Venegas ,  in  La  Mancha ,  by  Vi  SI  or.  Conduit  of  the 

French  Soldiery.  Eloquent  Addrefs  of  the  Jutita  upon  the  Subjeli.  Affairs 
in  Catalonia.  Galla?it  Refijlance  of  the  little  Town  of  Rofas.  Second 
Siege  of  Saragoffa .  Preparations  for  the  Defence.  Attacks  upon  the 
Cafa  Bianca  repulfed.  Circumvallation  of  the  Town.  Syjlem  of  Mining 
began.  Various  Attacks.  Propofals  of  Capitulation  to  Palafox  indig - 
nantly  rejected.  Bombardment  of  the  Town.  Progrefs  of  the  Mines . 
Famine  and  Pefi ilence  prevail.  Sicknefs  of  Palafox ,  who  is  fucceeded  in 
the  Command  by  Rie.  Horrible  State  of  the  City.  Propofals  to  the 
trench  General  rejected.  Capitulation  at  length  reforted  to.  Terms 
violated  by  the  Enemy.  Palafox  conveyed  to  France.  Obfervfltions  of 
the  Junta  on  the  Fate  of  Saragoffa.  Honours  and  Immunities  decreed  to 
the  City.  Reding' s  Attempt  to  Jurprife  Barcelona.  Baffled  by  the  French 
General ,  St.  Cyr.  Reding  retires  upon  Tarragona  Attacked  by  the 
French  near  V als.  The  Enemy  is  driven  back.  Reding  mortally  wound¬ 

ed.  Succeeded  in  the  Command  by  Blake.  Blake  retakes  A  lean  Hz.  At¬ 
tempts  to  recover  Saragoffa.  Attacks  Sachet  at  Belchite.  His  Army, 
JUruck  by  a  Panic,  difperfes  on  the  Field .  Blake  retires  into  Catalo¬ 
nia.  [  l  5  s 
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CHAP.  X. 

Arrival  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley  at  Lijlon,  Appointed  by  the  Prince  Regent 
to  the  chief  Command  of  the  Portuguefe  Forces .  Concerts  Operations  veil h 

Cuefii 7,  and  marches  upon  the  French  at  Oporto .  Critical  Situation  of 

Soult.  Movement  of  the  Fnglijh  and  Portuguefe.  Paffage  of  the  Douro . 

Brit  iff  enter  Oporto.  Soult  abandons  his  whole  Materiel,  and  efcapes 
acrofs  the  Mountains.  We  lie  fey  returns  to  the  South  to  co-operate  with 

Cucfa,  Affairs  revive  in  Gallicia.  Movements  of  Ney  upon  Oviedo «, 
Defeat  of  the  French  at  Lugo ,  and  at  Santiago.  Repulfe  of  Ney  at  Cal- 
dasy  voho  evacuates  Ferro  C  and  retires  from  Gallicia ,  Plan  of  Operations 
hetvoeen  Sir  Arthur  Wellefey  and  Cuefia .  Movement  upon  Madrid B 

Retreat  of  V Pier.  Well  fey  advances  to  the  Alberche.  Propofes  an  imme¬ 
diate  Attack .  Obfinacy  of  the  Spanijh  General.  Want  of  Supplies  and 
Means  of  Tranfport  experienced  by  the  Britijh  Army ,  which  halts . 
Advance  of  Cuejla,  Battle  of  Falavera .  Defcription  of  the  Fnglijh 

Poftion .  Repeated  Attacks  of  the  French .  Invariably  repulfed.  The 
Enemy  retire .  Severe  Lofs  of  both  Parties.  Mifcondudi  of  the  Span  iff 
Commiffariat.  Difficulties  of  the  Engliff  Troops.  Advance  of  Soult  and 
Ney  upon  Placentia .  Difcujfons  with  Cuff  a.  Retreat  upon  Ail  mar  ax.. 

Cuefia  abandons  the  Engliff  Hofpital  at  Talavera.  Affair  of  Banos . 
Jfunta  orders  Venegas  to  move  on  Madrid.  He  is  attacked  and  defeated 
near  Aranjuez  by  Sebafiani.  Sir  Arthur  Wellefey  elevated  to  the 
Peerage.  Honours  paid  to  him  by  the  Spanff  Junta.  Lord  Wellefey  * 
arrives  at  Cadiz,,  Complaints  of  the  Engliff  General  refpediing  the  Want 
of  Supply.  Co r refp ond cnee  on  the  Subject.  Cuefa  difplaced .  Lord 

Wellington  falls  back  to  Badajos .  Account  of  the  Number  and  D  if  poftion. 
of  the  French  and  Spanff  Armies  then  in  the  Field .  Junta  prepares  an. 
Attack  on  Madrid.  M  if  Conduct  of  the  Spanff  General.  Fatal  Battle 

of  Ocana.  Succefs  of  Duke  del  Parque  at  Tamames,  Difafer  at  Alba- 
del  7 ormes.  Ciudad  Rodrigo  threatened.  Siege  of  Gerona.  Affaidts 
upon  Monjuic.  Determination  of  the  Garrifon.  Blake  throws  in  a  Con¬ 
voy.  Able  Conduct  of  O'  Donn  el.  Blockade  of  the  Town.  A  J'econcl 
Convoy  introduced  by  O’  Donael.  Augereau  takes  Command  of  the  Siege. 
Attacks  and  defrays  the  Magazines  of  Blake  at  Hofalrich.  Difeafe 
breaks  out  in  the  Town.  Honourable  Capitulation  after  a  Siege  of  /even 
Months ,  State  gf  Affairs  in  Spain.  Dif patch  from  Lord  Wellefey  upon 
the  Subject.  Inefficiency  of  the  Supreme  Central  Junta .  M  if  conduct  of 
the  Military  Department .  Delay  in  the  Affembly  of  the  Cortes.  Lord 
Wellffey  s  Recommendation  as  to  the  Me  a  fares  to  be  adopted.  [174 


CHAP.  XI. 

State  of  the  Relations  of  France  with  Aufria  fubfequent  to  the  7  reaty  of 
Prefburgh.  Reorganization  and  Fxtenfion  of  the  Military  Syftem  of 
Vol.  LI.  or  Vol.  IX.  New  Series.  [4  B]  Aufria . 
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Aufiria d  Remonf  ranees  of  7  he  French  Government.  Singular  Addrefs 
of  Buonaparte  to  the  Aufrian  Ambaffador  at  his  Levee.  Letter  from  the 
Emperor  Francis  to  Napoleon  at  Erfurth.  His  Reply.  Continuance  of 
the  Aufrian  Preparations „  Buonaparte  returns  from  Spain ,  a?id  fummons 

the  German  Contingents .  Aufrian  Manifefo.  Unexampled  Amount  of 

the  Aufrian  Army  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Campaigny  and  the  Difpo- 
Jition  of  the  feveral  Corps.  The  Archduke  Charles  appointed  to  the  Cottt- 
mand.  His  Proclamation  to  the  Soldiers.  Pofilion  of  the  French  Armies. 
The  Archduke  croffes  the  Inn.  His  Letter  to  the  King  of  Bavaria.  Move¬ 
ments  of  the  refpetiive  Armies .  Affair  at  Landjhut.  Aufrian  Corps 
enter  the  Tyrol ,  Bohemia ,  and  Italy.  Buonaparte  leaves  Paris  ,*  arrives 
at  Donauwerth .  His  Addrefs  to  the  Army.  Anticipates  the  Movements 
of  the  Archduke .  Affairs  at  Pfaffenhofeny  at  Tann ,  and  at  Abenjherg. 
Defeat  of  the  Auflrians.  Buonaparte  moves  upon  Landjhut.  The  Arch¬ 
duke  furprifes  a  French  Corps  at  Rati/bon.  Buonaparte  marches  againfi 
him.  Battle  of  Eckmuhl.  Auf  rian s  totally  defeated ,  and  compelled 
to  repafs  the  Danube.  French  take  Poffeffion  of  Ratifbon.  Summary  of 
the  Aufrian  Loffes.  Buonaparte  moves  rapidly  along  the  Danube  upon 
Vienna .  PaJJ'es  the  Inn.  Enters  Ried,  Lienz y  and  Ebcrfdorf  driving 
the  Archduke  Lewis  before  him.  A  fair  at  Eberfdorf.  Confderable 
Magazines  fall  every  where  into  the  Hands  of  the  French.  Buonaparte 
appears  before  Vienna  precifely  a  Month  after  the  Opening  of  the  Cam¬ 
paign.  State  of  the  Fortifications  at  V ienna.  Archduke  Maximilian 
throws  himfelf  into  the  City .  Refufes  a  Su?nmons.  Retires  from  the 
City  with  the  Garrfon .  Capitulation  of  Vienna *  Proclamation  of  Na¬ 

poleon  to  his  Army.  Addrefs  to  the  Hungarians ,  inviting  them  to  revolt 
from  the  Houfe  of  Anfria.  Extraordinary  Decree  refpeliing  the  Land - 
vjehr.  Incorporation  of  the  Papal  Territories  with  the  French  Empire . 
Proief  of  the  Popey  who  folemnly  excommunicates  the  French  Ruler . 
Operations  in  Italy.  Succefs  of  the  Archduke  John .  His  fubfequent 
Retreat  upon  Carinthia.  Affairs  of  the  Tyrol .  General  rifing  of  the 
People  againfi  the  Bavarians.  Andrew  Hoffer  the  Leader  of  the  Pa¬ 
triots.  French  and  Bavarians  every  where  furprifed  and  taken .  En- 

ihufafiic  Welcome  of  the  Entry  of  the  Aufrian  Corps.  Buonaparte  dif- 
patches  Lefebvre  with  a  firong  Body  of  Troops  againfi  them.  Temporary 
Succefs  of  the  French  General.  Cruelties  exercifed  cn  the  People.  They 
rife  again.  Lefebvre  leaves  the  Tyrol.  Subfequent  Succffes  of  the 
Tyrol fey  who  make  Incurfons  in  the  furrounding  Countries .  [[191 


CHAP.  XII. 

Pcjltions  of  the  Aufrian  Army  after  the  Battle  of  Eckmuhl.  Archduke 
marches  upon  V ienna ,  with  the  Hope  of  relieving  it  before  attacked. 
Takes  up  a  Poftion  in  its  Neighbourhood.  Account  of  the  Ifiands  in  the 
Danube  y  below  the  City.  They  are  occupied  by  Buonapartey  who  con - 

,  fruits 
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ftrucls  Bridges ,  and  paffts  the  River .  Difpoftions  of  the  two  Armies . 

Battle  of  Afpern,  fir  ft  Day.  Attacks  on  the  Villages  of  A  [pern  and  E/s - 
ling*  The  Battle  is  renewed  on  ihe  following  Morning.  Defperate  Con¬ 
flict  in  AJpern.  The  French  Bridges  defiroyed.  Different  Accounts  given 
of  the  Origin  of  this  Accident.  Difficulties  of  the  French  Army .  Inef¬ 
fectual  Attacks  on  Efsling.  French  Army  retreats  in  the  Night  to  the 
IJland  of  Lobatty  after  fitffering  immenfe  Loffes.  Severe  Lofs  of  the  Auf- 
trians.  Their  Exultation.  Gircumflances  which  precluded  an  Attack  on 
the  French  Pofition  in  the  If  and,  which  is  firongly  fortified  by  the  French . 
Archduke  Ferdinand  recalled from  Poland.  Archduke  John  retreats  upon 
Hungary .  Affair  of  Raab.  Lefebvre  withdrawn  from  the  Tyrol 

State  of  Popular  Feeling  in  Germany .  Singular  enterprise  of  Sc  hill „ 
Leaves  Berlin  with  his  Regiments.  Invades  Saxony  and  Wejlphalia . 
Retires  upon  Stralfund.  Attacked  by  the  Dutch  and  Danes.  Is  killed , 
with  the  greater  Part  of  his  Followers.  Operations  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick.  He  overruns  Saxony.  Incapacity  of  the  Auflrian  General 
Amende.  Buonaparte  collects  all  his  Forces  on  the  Danube.  Completes 
the  Bridges  acrofs  the  River.  Preparations  of  the  Archduke  for  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Battle.  Buonaparte  transfers  his  Head  Quarters  to  the  If  and  of 
Lobau.  Prepares  to  pafs  to  the  left  Bank.  EffeCis  his  Paffage  in  the  Night , 
with  his  whole  Army,  and  takes  up  a  Pofition  which  turns  the  whole  of 
the  Aufirian  Works .  D  if  may  of  the  Archduke ,  who  abandons  the  En¬ 
trenchments  with  Lofs.  Battle  of  Wagram.  Ref pe Clive  Difpoftions  of  the 

Armies.  Errors  of  the  Aufirian  Commander.  Buonaparte  Jkilfully  avails 

himfelf  of  them.  Outflanks  the  Archduke* s  lefty  and  at  the  fame  Time 

breaks  his  Centre y  when  the  whole  Aufirian  Army  retreats  in  Diforder . 
Archduke  John  arrives  too  late,  and  retires  upon  Hungary.  Amount  of 
the  Auflrian  lofs.  The  French  purfue  the  vanquijbed  Army  towards  Bo¬ 
hemia.  Propofal  for  an  Armiflice  accepted  by  Buonaparte ,  who  returns 
to  Vienna.  Lofs  of  the  Aufirian s  in  the  late  Battle .  Bold  Attempt  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick.  Marches  through  Saxony  and  Hanover  to  the  We- 
fer .  Embarks  for  England ,  and  arrives  at  Harwich .  Abandonment 
of  the  Tyrolefe.  Lefebvre  re-enters  the  Country  with  a  powerful  Force . 
They  fend  a  Deputation  to  the  Emperor  Francis.  Repulfe  the  Invaders 
on  every  Point,  and  purfue  their  Succeffies  on  all  Sides.  Treaty  of  Peace 
between  Aufria  and  France  fgned  at  Vienna .  Renewal  of  the  Invafon. 

of  the  Tyrol  by  Buonaparte ,  who  pours  in  upon  it  an  overwhelming  Force. 
Barbarous  Inflictions  upon  the  People.  The  Retreat  of  Andrew  H offer  is 
dif covered.  He  is  feized,  tried,  and  Jhot .  [20Q 
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Peculiar  Opportunities  afforded  by  the  Aufirian  War ,  for  the  co-operative  Ex¬ 
ertions  of  England ,  either  in  the  Peninfula  or  the  North'  of  Germany.  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  Walchtren.  Immenfe  Preparations  that  had  been  made  in  the 
Courfe  of  the  Spring.  Lord  Chatham  appointed  to  the  Command.  The 
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Nature  of  his  lnfruftions.  Difcuffion  of  the  Policy  and  of  the  PraAicabU 
li'ty  of  the  Enterprise.  Defcription  of  the  Province  of  Zealand ,  and  of 
the  State  of  its  Defences.  Plan  of  the  Operations  propofed.  The  federal 
Divifons- of  the  Expedition  fet  fail.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  takes  Poffejfion  ,  of 
Walcheren  without  Ref  ft  once.  Delay  in  attacking  Cadfand ,  and  confe - 
quent  Reinforcement  of  the  Garrfon  of  Fluffing.  Sir  John  Hope  occupies 
South  Bsveland.  The  Dutch  Governor  abandons  the  Fort  of  Baths. 
Preparations  for  the  Reduction  of  Fluffing.  ImperfeA  ConfiruAion  of  our 
Works.  Sortie  of  the  Garrfon.  The  Bombardment  is  commenced ,  and 
continued  unremittingly .  Its  horrible  FffeA  upon  the  Town.  The  French 
Governor  capitulates.  Condition  of  the  Town  from  our  Fire.  Procrafti- 
nation  of  the  Gommande  r- in-Chief.  Operations  of  the  Flotillas.  The 
Ifands  of  Schowen  and  Duiv  eland  are  occupied,  P reparations  of  the 
Enemy  for  the  Defence  of  the  Scheldt ,  and  of  Antwerp.  Propofed  Inun¬ 
dations.  Dilatory  Movements  of  Lord  Chatham ,  who  proceeds  to  Ter 
Goes, and  Bathz.  Confutation  is  held  ref peding  the  Pradicability  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  the  ulterior  Gbjeds  of  the  Expedition.  Memorial  of  the 
Quarter-  Mafer  General  upon  the  Subjed.  The  Enterprife  is  unUnimoufly 
declared  impradicable.  Meafures  taken  for  the  Return  of  the  Troops.  The 
Fleet  departs.  A  Garrfon  is  left  in  Walcheren .  Dreadful-  Epidemic 
Diforder  breaks  out  among  the  Troops  in  that  Ifland.  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Difeafe.  The  unexampled  Rapidity  of  the  Contagion .  Propofed 
Evacuation  of  Walcheren  deferred  by  the  Reprefentations  of  Auflria.  Mea¬ 
fures  taken  for  the  Health  of  the  Soldier st  and  fur  the  Defence  of  the 
Ifland.  Opinions  of  Officers  upon  this  laf  Point.  The  If  and  is  evacu¬ 
ated,  and  the  Works  and  Dock-yards  at  Fluffing  defroyed.  Operations 
on  the  Coafis  of  Calabria  and  Naples.  The  Ifands  of  Procida  and  Ifchia 
an  occupied .  [226 
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Naval  Affairs.  Efcape  of  the  Bref  Squadron ,  which  fucceeds  hi  liberating 
that  at  L’ Orient.  Sir  J.  Duckworth  dif patched  in  Purfuit.  Admiral 
Stopford  attacks  fame  French  Frigates  off  Sable  d’Olonne.  French  Fleet 
reaches  Aix  Roads.  Pjlockaded  by  Ford  Gambier.  Poftion  of  the 
French  Ships.  It  is  refolved  to  attack  them  by  Fire-Ships ,  and  Lord 
Cochrane  is  appointed  to  dire  A  the  Operation.  Proceeds  towards  the 
Enemy’s  Line.  Failure  of  the  Attempt.  The  French  Ships  run  off  ore, 
and  Means  are  taken  to  defray  them.  Impatience  of  Lord  Cochrane . 
Five  of  the  French  Ships  of the  Line  are  taken ,  burnt ,  or  wrecked.  Dif  content 
of  Lord  Cochrane  with  the  Conduit  of  Lord  Gambier ,  who  demands  a 
Court-Martial ,  by  which  he  is  honourably  acquitted .  Court-Martial  on 
Admiral  Harvey.  Attack  on  Martinique .  Surrender  of  Fort  Bourbon , 

and  Capitulation  of  the  If  and.  The  L’ Orient  Squadron  takes  Refuge  in 
the  Saints.  Blockaded  by  an  Fvglifh  Squadron ,  but  efcapes  with  the 
Lofs  of  one  Vffel.  Mr,  Stephen  calls  the  Attention  of  Parliament  to  a 

Paffage. 
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Vajfage  in  the  Proclamation  of  General  Beckwith.  Mr.  MarryaP  s 
Motion  refpeffing  the  Importation  of  Martinique  Produce.  Summary  of 
his  Arguments.  Surrender  of  Cayenne  to  an  Englijb  and  P ortuguefe 
Force.  French  Frigate  taken.  City  of  St.  Domingo  blockaded  by  the 
Spanijh  Colon  if  s:  is  taken  by  the  AJfifiance  of  an  Eng! iff?  Force.  Com¬ 

mercial  Regulations.  French  Settlements  at  Senegal  are  taken.  Lord 
-  Collin gwood  attacks  and  defrays  a  French  Convoy  near  the  Mouths 
of  the  Rhone.  Part  take  Refuge  in  the  Bay  of  Rofas,  where  they  are 
burnt  or  brought  out .  State  of  our  American  Relations.  The  Circum - 
fances  which  induced  the  Hope  of  effecting  an  Arrangement  of  our  Dif¬ 
ferences  with  that  Country.  Modifications  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Mr.  Canning*  s  Inf  ruffians  to  Mr.  Erjkioe  refpeffing  the  Accommodation 
of  the  Affair  of  the  Chefapeake ,  and  the  Repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Singular  Departure  from  his  In f  ruffians  in  the  Conduit  of  Mr.  Erffine. 
His  Admifjion  of  off en five  Exprrjfions  in  a  Note  refpeffing  the  Chefapeake. 
Concludes  an  Arrangement  with  the  American  Secretary ,  which  is  im¬ 
mediately  difavowed  by  the  Britifh  Government .  He  is  fucceeded  in  Hi 
M iff  on  by  Mr.  ffackfon.  Unpopularity  of  that  Minfier  in  America. 
Angry  Correfpondence  between  him  and  the  American  Secretary ,  who 
breaks  off  all  further  Communication  with  him .  Mr.  J-ackfon  retires  to 
New  York.  Reflations  of  Congrefs  approving  the  Conduit  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive.  Indian  Affairs.  Dfurbances  at  Madras 5  occnfoned  by  a  Difpute 
between  the  Military  and  the  Civil  Authorities.  ■  Arrefi  of  Colonel 
Monro ,  his  Liberation  by  an  Order  from  the  Government ,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  General  Orders  from  General  Macdowal.  Steps  taken  by  the 
Governor  to  reprefs  the  growing  Difcontents.  Impofition  of  a  Tefi  on  the 
Officers y  which  is  refufed .  Removal  of  the  recufant  Officers.  The 

Troops  at feverai  Stations  break  out  into  open  Mutiny.  Incffeffual  Mlfiion 
of  Colonel  Clofe  to  Hyderabad.  Proceedings  at  Serin gadtat am.  Fatal 
Rencontre  between  the  King’s  Troops  and  the  Chittledroog  Sepcys.  Arri¬ 
val  of  Lord  Minto  at  Madras.  Submiffion  of  the  Officers^  and  Clofe  of 
the  Dfurbances.  General  Confi derations  upon  the  Subjeffy  and  upon  the 
Conduit  of  the  Governor .  [  2  4.3 
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7  ranfaffions  in  the  North .  Revolution  in  Sweden.  Singular  Mifuanagc- 
ment  of  the  Affairs  of  that  Country  by  Gufavus.  I mpolitic  Attack  upon 
Norway.  Mfconduff  of  the  Campaign  againfi  that  Country  mid  in  Fin¬ 
land.  Contagious  Diforder  breaks  out.  among  the  Troops.  Unaccountable 
Conduff  of  the  King  towards  Great  Britain.  His  obfinate  Adherence  to 
the  War  againfi  France,  Demands  an  Increafe  of  the  Englijh  Suhfidyy 
and  upon  receiving  a  Refufaf  impofis  an  Embargo  on  Briti/b  Shippingy 
and  prepares  for  Hnfilities  with  this  Country.  His  Defign  is  fuf pended. 
Difordered  State  of  the  Swedijh  Finances.  Obflinacy  of  Gufavus  upon 
the  Subjeff.  Calamitous  Condition  of  the  Swcdjb  population ,  arjmg 
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from  the  IV ar ,  and  the  unufual  Severity  of  the  Seafon .  Threatened  Par¬ 
tition  of  the  Kingdom.  Advance  of  the  Ruffian  armies.  General  DiJ '- 
content  with  the  Government .  Confpiracy  againft  the  King .  The  origi¬ 
nal  Plan  of  the  Confpirators  to  feize  the  P  erf  on  of  the  King  is  rendered 
abortive .  DifaffeRion  of  the  Guards ,  and  hove  occafoned.  March  of 

the  wefern  Army  towards  Stockholm.  They  publifh  a  Proclamation  ex¬ 
planatory  of  their  ObjeR.  Alarm  of  Gujlavus.  He  takes  immediate 
Meafures  for  leaving  the  Capital.  The  Confpirators  re»af[emble>  and  re- 
folve  to  prevent  his  intended  Departure.  They  feize  his  Perfon  in  the  Pa¬ 
lace.  Circumflances  of  his  temporary  Efcape.  He  is  conveyed  to  the  Caf- 
tle  of  Gripjholtn ,  and  the  Duke  of  Sudermania  ajfumes  the  Adminijlra - 
tion  of  Affairs.  Manifejlo  publijhed  on  the  Occafon.  An  Armiflice  con¬ 
cluded  voith  Ruffia.  The  Englijh  Minjler  leaves  Stockholm.  The  Diet 
is  affembled  ;  an  AR  of  Abdication  fent  in  by  GuJiavuSy  who  is  declared 
to  have  forfeited  the  Throne ,  for  himfelf  and  Children .  The  Ruffians 

tenevo  Hofilities.  New  Conjlitution  drawn  up  for  Sweden.  The  Duke 
of  Sudermania  proclaimed  Kingy  and  the  Prince  of  Augujienberg  eleRed 
Crown  Prince.  ProtraRed  Confinement  of  Gufavus  at  Gripjholm.  A 
Provifon  fettled  upon  him  and  his  Family .  He  is  permitted  to  leave 

Sweden  y  and  proceeds  to  Switzerland .  Negotiations  with  Ruffia  broken 

off.  Progrefs  of  the  Ruffian  Armies.  A  Treaty  at  length  fgned ,  by 
which  Finland  is  ceded  to  Ruffia.  Naval  Operations  in  the  Baltic.  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Turkey.  Rf  oration  of  Peace  between  that  Power  and  Great  Bri¬ 

tain.  Confequent  Rupture  of  the  Armiflice  by  Ruffia.  Operations  on  the 
Danube  and  in  Servia.  The  Ruffians  crofs  the  River.  Bloody  Defeat  of 
the  Turks.  The  Ruffians  take  Ifmael  and  befege  Siliftria.  A  Turkijh 
Army  marches  to  its  Relief.  The  Ruffians  are  defeated  in  two  fucceffive 
Battles 3  and  compelled  to  repafs  the  Danube.  [266 
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Difcour aging  AfpeR  of  Political  Affairs  in  Europe  at  the  Clofe  of  the  prefent 
Year .  Humiliation  of  Auflria.  Reverfes  in  Spain.  M  if  management  of 
our  own  Refources.  State  of  the  Public  Opinion.  Singular  Intereft  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  O.  P.  Riots  at  Covent  Garden.  Celebration  of  the  Anniver - 
Jary  of  the  King’s  Acceffion  by  a  general  ‘ f  Jubilee.’  ’  Diffenfons  in  the 
Cabinet.  Duel  between  Lord  Caflereagh  and  Mr.  Canning.  Statement 
of  the  Origin  of  the  Quarrel.  They  both  ref  gn.  Refgnation  and  Death 

of  the  Duke  of  Portland.  Propofals  are  made  to  Lords  Grey  and  Gren - 
vi 'lie  for  the  Formation  of  a  combined  Adminifl ration ,  but  without  EffeR. 
Completion  of  the  New  Cabinet.  Letter  from  Buonaparte  to  the  Emperor 
Alexander.  His  Animadverfon  on  the  ConduR  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet , 
and  Profeffion  of  Moderation  towards  Aufria.  He  returns  to  Paris.  Re¬ 
ceives  the  Deputation  from  the  Roman  Departments.  His  Reply  to  their 
Addreffes.  His  Speech  to  the  Legi/lative  Bodyy  recapitulating  his  Suc¬ 
re  ffeSy  and  declaring  the  general  Co urjc  of  his  Policy.  Repudiates  his 

Wife. 


C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 


Wife.  His  Declaration ,  and  that  of  Jfofephiney  upon  the  Occaftoii.  An 
Act  of  Divorce  is  pajfd  by  the  Senate .  Publication  of  the  Annual  ExpoJ'e 
of  the  State  of  prance.  The  intended  Union  of  Holland  is  announced • 
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